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PREFACE 

This study made for the purpose of puttiDB forth in e. com-

prehensive form the faots concern the creation and develo mt at 

Platt National Park end the benat'ita derived f'ran it. The recreational 

ne.ture or the park and t curative qualities ~ 1 ts mineral • aters 

ha e been stressed as well a.a its favorable location for serving the 

people of Oklahoma and the great South est. 

An a.tt pt has be made to sho the struggle through mi.ch the 

p rk .bns passed nd to honor 1n a f eeble ay those noble characters ho 

have worked to create tor it a rorthy place among the nat ionel. parks o:r 

America today . 

Ackno .rle~ant o:r valuable advice is de to the director or this 

study, Professor T. H. Reynolds . The writer is also indebted to • 

1111 E. Branch for his kindly interest in loaning material; to the 

Sulphur Times-Democr t for the use or their files; to • Frank Craw:fo 

for his aid in securing maps; and to the pioneers of Sulphur who con­

tributed to this thesis by their raniniacences of ee.rly daya 1n Platt 

National Park. 

Ruth Cunnin~ 

111 
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The park is small, yet beeause of its recreational tacilities--

oods , mountains , and water--it ranked ninth 1n 1938 among the national 

parks .4 In th t year the records showed an official attendance of 

285 ,000 :persona and an actual attendance of probabl y twice the.t number 

who fai led to r ieter . 5 

ithin the park are to be found thirty-three kn.own mineral and 

t ro non neral springs . The ineral spr1n incl ude sulphur , soda, 

branide, and iron qualities. The non eral sprin , called Buffalo 

and AntelOJ)e e.:fter the early herds that azed around th , :fl.ow e.t the 

rate ot 5 ,000 ,000 gallons daily and f eed t e creek that runs through the 

park. 6 

The elevat ion of the park r lln.gee fran. 950 feet to 1150 f eet, and 

i ts ,in.tar tE1I1.perature averages f'rcm thirty- four to f i fty-eight degrees . 7 

I t is the only national park 1n the Southwest and is one of the two or 

three the ant ire country that is available as e. resort throughout 

the year . 8 For thirty-eight years this park has servod as a pleasure 

resort fo.r the middl e ol.aesea of the great Southwest . a.ch year it is 

bee01.1nc ~e widel y kn.own o.a a heo.lth r esort for those peopl e tho can 

4 
Ibid . 

5 
I bid. 

6-
Arn.o B. Cammerer, "Pl att ll tional Park" , National Park Service , p . l 

7 
Ibid. -8 
Anon oue , "Information Tabla" 1 ational ~ Service, p . 1 . 



not afford to visit the more expensive resorts.9 

lost or the area is well wooded a.rd is traversed by picturesque 

streams t h a number of springs, all terfalls, and cascades. 

Travertine Creek, wb.ioh fl s through most ot t he eastern end 01' the 

pnrk , is a benutitul stre of clear, sparkling at er; 1 t is r by 

numerous sprin and is named for t he deposits of travertine rook. 

This rock 1s a variety ot soft limestone precipitated frau t he water 

of the stream. Rook Creek enters t h e park from the north just belo the 

principal trance from the town of Sulphur and joins Travertine in 

Central Park above the low water bridge. To the sout h of Rook Creek is 

Bran1de n111. a st ep rooded bluff 14.-0 feet hi gh . From t h e s t, 

known locally as "Robbers' Roost" and easi reaohod by tr 11 or road, 

there is a splendid vie to t he north and east over the hole par and 

the t ovm or Sulphur. Far the distance to th e Southwest can be seen 

the picturesque buckle ounto.ins and the ashita River Vall • The 

principal 'bromide and soda springa of the park issue fran the base of 

this hil1.10 

Fran the peak of anide ountain, es past , Indian amoke 

signals broadc-aat the D.! s o'f p ce and good hunting i n the edga oi the 

11 buckles where water s :plentiful . In modern times white men have 

tak over the spot; they have built trails, roads, and bridges; but 

they va l aft the poaoe , the beauty , and the miner l waters wh.ioh have 

attracted the 111 and the weary ror generations . 

9 
C arer, EE.• o1 t . , p . 2 . 

10 ~­
ll 

ro1 • -



ore than 150 men 1n n Civilian Conservation Camp in the park have 

been busy for nearly seven years making the natural beauty of the park 

more convenient tor modern use . They have buil t hard surf'aced roads , 

picnic si tes , a natural sw ne pools in t stre bed of Traver-

tine Creek and have cleared out the underbrush, set out n trees , 

buil t roads end paths , end made it a place more accessibl e :for the 

12 general public use . Attr otive markers moo.e fr001 native \'lOOd have 

been placed alo the roads throughout the park to gu i de the traveler 

thin i ts bounds . Every effort has been made to me.ke t facilities 

of the park adapted to the needs am ishes of t be public . 

12 
'Ulli -"' • anch, Inta:rvi (Sulphur , Oklahoma. ) , June 1 , 1940. 



EARLY HISTORY OF PLA'I"l' N TIONAL PARK 

Chapter Two 

Although the history of Platt National Park technically begins in 

1902 with the creation by the government of Sulphur Springs Reserv-ation, 

it had been for many years the gathering place of the Indians . 13 It 

is not definitely known when the spring waters were first used for 

curative purposes, but tradition has it that the waters ere known to 

the Indians for many decades before the coming of the white man. At 

certain seasons of the year the creek banks were dotted with the tepees 

of the Indians who c e to drink the waters , to stage their dances , and 

to hold their councils and pow- wows . It vras they who first fowid the 

springs bubbling out of the hillside and paused to rest beside them. 

The s t of Bromide Hill was known to them as 11Council Rock", and 

from there signal fires flashed messages to distant points . Later it 

became known as "Robbers ' Roost11 , as it was frequently used as a look­

out point for bandits . 14 From this vantage point they could set a 

watch on the cowitry for many miles in every direction. 

The abundance of water 1n a comparatively a.rid area also attracted 

numbers of wild animals and gave the region a reputation as a hunting 

ground.15 Tracee of this linger in the naming of the principal springs 

after the antelo e and buffalo . 

It is thought by many people that the first white man to visit 

13 
Carnmerer, £I?.• ill_., p . 3. 

u. ~ -
15 

• B. oDouga.ll , Plant~ Animal Bulletin , · p . 1 • 

5 



Plat National Park was Thomas Nuttal , the famous botaniat .16 Nuttal 

was a Harvard professor of botany who had accompanied a band of 

soldiers from Fort Smith in 1819 into the Indian territory to drive 

white settlers from the Chocta region. After the soldiers had de-

parted, he remained to study the plants and animals of the present park 

area. 

It is also very probably that some of the early Spanish explorers 

may have crossed the same area while exploring along the nearby 

, ashita River Valley . The old North-South Trail, which follows the 

ashita River, lies only nine miles to the weet .17 Old Fort Arbuckle , 

thirteen miles away, s a most important frontier post in early days 

and served as headquarters for surveying parties throughout all the 

surrounding area . 

In the sprin17 of 1824- Fort Gibson and Fort Towson were established 

in eastern Oklahoma and ere for a long time well known and important 

places in the Indian country of the south. 18 Several years later when 

war broke out between the Osages and the Kiowas and the other small 

tribes ho lived in the south astern part of the state, ~ large ex-

pedition was sent out from Forte Gibson and Towson to stop the war­

fare . 19 At the same time the expedition was to pay a visit to the 

wild bands of Kiowas , Wichitaa , and Comanches who lived in the South­

west a.bout the , ,ichita Mountains . Thia expedition as a.l.Jnost large 

enough for an army and was under the co.rmnand of General Henry Leaven-

l 

17 

18 

,m. H. Powers, "Facts in the Life of Thomas Nuttal11 , Science , LXII, 
(October 30, 1925) , pp . 389- 391. 

e Debo, ~ !!!£! f!1! 2f. the Choctaw Republic, p . 73 . 

~ ., pp . 194- 197. 

19 ~ -
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1orth . They advanced up the :1aahita River , expl ored the region sur-

round , probably crossing the Arbuclcle ounto.ins and park region to 

a place t miles west of the present pirk . e they est blished 

ort buolcle on April 19 , 1951. 20 At this time the country s 

s ettled by a f wander Indians and still fewer white traders . The 

:fort , named tor General. Arbuckle ho bid succeeded Leav rmorth 1n 

oannand , served the Indian country duri the Civil far e.nd 

abandoned ~une 24 , 1870 when the astabli ant of' Fort Sill absorbed 

all business of the re on .21 

lb.en the Five Civilized Tribes ere moved stward to Indian 

Territoxy , the Chocta: s and Chickasaws re g i Ten land in joint er-

ship between the Red and CSDadian R1 ers , 22 but this form of govern• 

ment did not last long . Soon the Chickase: .e became dissatisf'ied 

because the Choctaws, who had the g reater popula~ion , also had the 

eater 1nf lu ce 1n government . A d1 vision of government and property 

ms made 1n 1855 , and the part area became a part of the Chicks.sa 

Nation .23 

At this time the spri o r on was used by the Indians as a 

mter hole for their nn s , but 1 t was undeveloped 1n fJVery other 

respect . It a known amone the tribe aa "Buffalo Suck" where eat 

hards crune to water. H. II. Allen , a n old co -.men . purchased from the 

20 
S ual Y. Allgocxl. , st oric Spot s and Act 1 ons in the shi ta V e.1ley 
up to 1870" , Chronicl es of Oklahoma , V, 83 . 

21 
Ibid . 

22 
Grant ForErDan • Indian Ran.oval , pp . 216-219 . 

23 ~ -
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Indians in 1882 a ranch near the present Plo.tt National ark; he s id 

that first Visited the famed sprin s in 1848 and '49 . He found the 

region qui t e undeveloped . e stated: 

That s about t en years after the Indians had 
emi . ated hat'e fran aaissippi . ·Vb.are your pavilion 
springs nOi are s a pert act lob lolly of mud and 

ter . This as a favor ite place for great herds of 
bu!:f'alo that roamed over the ro oky hills and valleys 
at that time . 0-.1 uld coat their ~ hides th 

plaster of mud in order- to tree themselves cm 1ns,ct 
pests . Af'ter ccmpletely pl astering themselves nth mud, 
tho buffalo ould stand around the lo and Sip up 
the ter, eo I presaroe this is h091 the sprin came to 
"Buffalo Suck" . Duri my f irst visit to the sprin 
I shot b'u:ff alo on the hills south or the pavilion . 
Deer, antelope• wd ild turkey er e to be seen 1n eat 
her s and flocks . The Indians ere quite a different 
people f'r an t they are no~; they kn much less or 
hite man 's ys .24 

In 1885 Dan Carr, a settler f'rom be.ma , hear g of the vast 

opportunities to be found i n the n 1 lands acrO$S the iss1ssip 1 

var, joined the estwa.rd trek nd moved on unt il ha reached the 

Indian. cotmtry . 25 Cross t h e present park region , he found it to be 

the site .i.or the headquarters of the old FromBD. Ranch. The only hit e 

man i n the country at that time liv d t en mil es to the north. The 

, oman ranch house s locat d near the present · llside Spring and 

just across the street south of the Pavili on Sprin • 26 The locution 

is no .cw.rked b a "bench stone" plAced by the government Sll.rveyors 

they surveyed the region . 

24 
Sulphur Timos- DEmOorat (Sulphur , Oklah ) Uov bar 18 , 1909 . 

25 
Daniel H. Carr, Diary, (January, 1885--0ctobe:r, 1888), p . 10. 

26 
Ibid .' p . l?. 
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Ohapter Three 

1902 the United St tea Government became interested in 

or ting national park to serve the central. part or the United 

Stat es and to prOVide recreation and curnt1 ve benefits tor the vast 

multitude of the iddle classes who ere not able to tford the more 

dist t d ore exp sive parks . Accord.in y a varnm t com::iis ion 

appointed by the presid :Ii and approved. by Congress 9 sont to select 

the location and e a 

On July 1, 1902 a. bill was pas ed in Con esa 8U.thor1z the 

C 1seion to the ve Civilized Tribes to meet with a. co 1ss1on t'rom 

tha Chicks nod the Choe.ta Nations to dra up a tr ty . Thia meet-

1ng as to take p ce on ch 21 of that yeo:r . 28 Aoccrd1n to th 

treaty the two tribes · ere to cede to t United States an area 1n the 

Chickas Nation near the vill e or Sulphur and br cing all of t 

natural spr in th s much surrounding nds as a deemed necessary 

by the Secretary of the Interior . This cession, which s to be 

chosen by the Secretary of Interior 1thin four mont after the sign-

ing of tho treaty, as not to exceed 640 acres . It was to be held , 

owned. and controlled by the United St t s absolutely and \fithout any 

restriction, except that no part ould be d1spQ3 ed of for tovm-a1 t e 

pu:rposes dur g the existE1:1.ce of the two tribel governments .29 

27 
United States Statutes at =;.w...e, :x:X:X:II, part I (1901-1903), 665 . 

28 ~-
29 

__!.g_. 

9 



1n exchange for this cession of land th United States Government 

s to p the dians 20 an acre for eaeh acre ceded 1n this reserva-

tion. It ms to be paid to the tribal government ass the tribes 

shoul.d be dissolved ; i n t t case it as to be divided per capita amo 

the ma:ibere of the tribes .30 

.AJ.l prove ents already au the l and 1ere to be appraised at their 

true value and p id for by arrants on the Unit d stat es treasury . 

This included settl ent for th houses and improvements in the ville.ge 

of' Sulphur , rhich d own up around the spri • llousas ere t n 

to be sold to the gli st bidder ~and tom dOffll and mov d f'ran the land.:51 

U eas otherwise provided the Secretary of' the Interior as to 

control the use ar the t era ot the springs and the t an.porary use and 

occupation of the lands . 

or t o years Sulphur Sprin Reser tion, cs it 1 a called , con-

tinued to be an em.ant center and SUl!lller pleasure resort for 

thousands of people :ho gathered by wagon , by buggy , or by trn and 

pitched camp along th banks of the oreeks that !'lowed tbrou h t 

perk . Alon these same creeks ,ere to be found many places of' use-

ment , 

any kind or entertainment f'or hich a perso could ish . 32 

Mean hUe the tmm. of Sulphur as being moved . It had grown up 

as a mere village of ooden buildings lon~ tho banks of the creek 

and arowid the spr s; n 1 t s to be moved to the hilly regions just 

outside the k 11.m.1ts . Overni t it became a town on • he ls. 

30 
~ -. p . 666 . 

31 
rge . • Cunn ham, R iniscence (Sulphur , Oklaho ) , August 1, 19W . 

2 

.ill!· 

l.O 



Residences, butcher sho~s, grocery stores, post office, and hotels were 

moved to lots selected in the nearby townsite on the hills to the 

south of the park. One large $50,000 hotel was dismantled and joined 

piecemeal nth the throng of moving houses . 33 Soon a new town of 

thriving prospects sprang up . Many of the houses were new and a great 

number of them were brick. 

It was not lo until the government realized that a town over-

loold.. the park rould not be so good because it would detract from 

the park' s beauty and ould also drain into the park. Therefore the 

appraisers and surveyors were put back on the job, and soon a ne 

treaty was made hereby more land was bought frOill the Indians . 34 

This land wa.s purchased in the same manner that the earlier tract 

was except O was ven per acre instead of 20 as in the former 

purchase. Likewise a.l1 improvements were appraised and paid for . 35 

In this manner 208 acres were added to the park ma.king it the 

present total of 848 acres . 36 Thia ne addition included the main 

part of the new town and again Sulphur vmnt moving. 

This time the residents began to disagree tlJDOng them.selves over 

the town's best location; some wished to settle on the hills to the 

east, others thought the region to the ·est ould be more desirable, 

and still others · shed to re.main in the residential. part of the old 

33 
Gene White , Reminiscence (..,ulphur, Oklahoma), July 5, 1940. 

34 
]: • .§.. ~ ., XXXIII , 220. 

35 
Annual Report, I (1908), 514. 

11 



town to the south . As a result, the different ones settled in the 

place of their choice and the town b came widely scattered along the 

boundaries of the park. 37 

On June 29 , 1906 a bill passed Congress authorizing the Secretary 

of Interior to change the name of Sulphur Springs eservation, the 

government reservation in Indian Territory, and thereafter call it 

Platt National Park in honor of Orville Hitchcock Platt, deceased 

senator from Connecticut . For twenty-six ye rs he bad served 

Connecticut the Senate and !or many years had been a member of the 

co ttee on Indian Affairs . 38 No other member of Congress knew as 

ch about the Indians as he . o other was so familiar with their 

lives and legends . From them he learned of the great curative powers 

of the springs and from them he learned of the danger that when Oklaho 

was mad a state these springs would beco e private property and that 

the waters ould be sold at so much a gallon . To prevent this h se­

cured the creation of the Sulphur Springs Reservation . 39 The naming of 

the park for him as de in recognition of his distinguished services 

to the Indians and the country at large . 40 In this manner Platt ational. 

Park came into existence as the seventh in age of all the parks OV.'?led 

by the United States Government . 41 

'37 
George • Cunningham.t miniscence (Sulphur, Oklahoma.), Au.gust 4, 1940 . 

38 
Annual Report , I (1907), 463. 

39 
New York Tribune (New York) , October 1 , 1909 . --

40 
!!• .§.. ~ ., 59 Cong., XXXIV, Part I (1905- 1907) , 837 . 

onymous , nrnforma.tion Table 11 , National ~ Service , p . 1 . 
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OF PLATT NATION Pl!Rlt 

Chapter Four 

In 1908 the Department of Interior r-eported Platt Ua.tional. Park 

to cover 84B acre.a of land and t o c an.tain thirty- three known 1nera.l 

end two non ineral springs . The mineral sprin con~a.1.n sulphur, 

bromide, a ode., nnd iron 1n very cunts, and from the ba.se ~ one 

hill are known to issue several springs containing t h ese dif'terent ) 

kinds of minera.le . 42 The tm non 1neral springs are Ant lope end 

Butfa1o, th ones hich feed Sulphur Creek . .Antelope bursts forth 

from beneath a huge rock in t h e side of a h ill; Buff'alo bublea fro a 

snndy depression 1n t ha ground several hundred yards a.way; and the 

ters of t two join about throe hundred yards distant to form the 

mein stream of the creek. ta c b1ned diecha.r e or t .u~s 

tm springs is 5,000 ,000 gallons daily. 

According to t he report O.L the Department of Interior for 1908, 

the flow f'r t h e mineral spr 

Spring 

Brcmide (3) 

de Sulphur 

Black Sulphur 

Hillside 

Pavilion (7) 

Beach (3) 

ns a s foll s : 43 

Gallons per day 

275 

500 

129,600 

200 , 600 

125,000 

Further reports referred tot he re atione de by the Secret ry 

of Interior 1n re d to the oporo.t1on of the springs . No parson s 

42 
Annual Report, I (1908), 514. 

43 ~ -
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penn1tted tor ove more then a lon of at ar at a time f'.rom the 

BrCl!lide Springs because of t h e all f' lo and because of 1 ts b icial 

medicinal value . lo water was to be used for eoJ:mD.ereial purposes ex-

cept pursuance ot a lie se i ssued by the Secretary at Interior. 

The park superintendent might, i f jud ent rarr ted, prohibit the use 

ar aters i'or any reason other than far im:lediate drink 44 
• 

The several offices in the p rk !I'& connected by telephones and 

the ~ est Central Park ( that is no the part around the iil springs) 

s ired for electric l1ghte . Desidea the main office there re 1n 

1908 1'1 ve residaucea, f'i Te p avilions, and ten reet houses , all badl 

in need at repair. Thus -rar , appropri tions for the park had been 

11 and little improv t bad been m de . Since Senator Pl att died, 

the park bad been sadly ne acted. There we.a no one 1n Co: ass to 

care for its need . Tbere were el.most no funds available to protect it 

:from trespass r:- to preserve t e minwal sprines uncontaminated.. 

The salaries of all employees gregated only 780 and still less ·s 

given for improv ents . That year money spent for improvaments was :45 

44 
Ibid. -

45 
l.l!!!· 

Spri s creeks 

Bri es 

Survey for s er 

Do:nostic rater 

Building repairs 

owing eeds, building trails 

isoellaneous 

Total 

1,057.'14 

1,213. 58 

761.90 

674 .09 

590 .00 

429 .89 

607 .07 

14 



I 

The p k was l ocated 1n a country . afore 

ership it hnd been used by the dians to nze their rdo, end 

rancl:l!!.en still longed and sought tor that privileee . In 1907 appro -

1mately six thousand hard of cattle d been driv .... n through the p 

during da.,rtime houro . e er time any more than this d gone 

through at ght because of the hot eathar . · a etockmen r s 

any forts on the pa.rt of the governm t to pr-av t graz g on the 

rich grass of the park , 3Ild <Nf!r' el even thousand head i81."e driv off . 

It became necess~ to invest in barbed re to k p the catt le men 

out . 2 , 500 ms ap t for th1s purpose , and t po.:rar1ly the trouble 

a settlec.. 46 

F.1.sh to be .found in the streams I e : bl ack bass, trout , red hor e, 

sunfish, and cat fish. I t seems that tho pure cold ter as dapted 

to the propagat1o of the more desj.rable species of El ible t ish, such 

s trout and b ck bass, and the Seo1·etary or C erce s r equest 

to stock the str with fish if he thoue;b.t it preotical. 

Centr al ark , the region jUErt north of Lincoln e nd east ot 

the Vendcme, a being used as a. general meeting place for a.11 public 

gather s , convent ions , ex- onf'ederat e soldiers' meet in , and s er 

ohauto.uqua.s . In !'act , the National Chautauqua asked the Federal 

Government to build l arge steel auditor! f'or convention purpose 

but the vermnent s ad to be short of money f'o-r such purpoo es at 

that tune , and the r aquest ·ras never granted . 47 

46 ~ -
47 

$ul:phur Times-D ocrat , Au[;uat 4, 1908 . 



IS 

any poo:ple, _particularly on es fr Tex s, ere building s ummer 

ho s i n Sulphur . It pr ised to be a beautif'ul, cool, mos q_uito- ee 

resort . .All roads led to Pl att National Park . ...labornt e pl e were 

bei l'.g made to build an terurbnn f ro Chiclmsha to Sulphur i f' t 

l atter ould guarantee a bonus of ,000 and ant a street car 

:fra.nchise ith i nterurban privile es . T'ne project a to be c pleted. 

48 
on or before September l, 1910 . Stocks i n t he company re sold, 

a.tt p ts re ma.de to raise the money, and even the road bed s 

constructed bet een Sulphur and Davis. R ins of t h e old dWllp or 

road bad are still to be se e.lon t h e h i gh y est of Sulphur. A 

year passed and t r anteed bonus had not y et been raised . There 

were ors oft terur-ban running to Ardmore instead o1' Sul].)hur 

because of the apat hy of t he Sulphur :populace , but t he roadbed aon-

struction c onti nued . 'lild s che:nes 110re plotted; stockholders sought 

eagerly t o sell stocks am raise t money ; but fin.a lly t he bubble 

burst , t h e sch e failed , and t he rosy air ca.stl bee e arely an 

idle fantas of a bankrupt oompacy th imprectioal dre s ond little 

financial bac 

Another fantastic ide prevalent at the t i me s the building of 

Arbuckle City i n t he foothi lls of t he .Arbuckle ountaina near Platt 

Park . This as ix> a eat rnanuf acturi ng c1 ty . A dom pro j ect a 

proposed to harnes s tm po •,er s of t 1as to. Riv r . On ce t he · a sh it a 

waters ·yere harnessed to turn t e gi ant dynamo, Arbuckle City mo.ld 

be de . Directly abuting th e city sl. ta and above t river rose the 

48 
~ .. t 8 , 1908 . 



Arbuckle ountains 1 and . 1m old hills it g to open their 

thousand lodges ana. dump their vast real t h of ran material into tha 

"" ~ t 49 Thi l l"l.. t int b id did t jav1a OJ. i:rnus r'/ . s p an , .Lil.a erur e.n ea , no 

ma.tori lize ao rapidly. 

T miles to tho south of Pla .t at tonal ark as another 

attraction to exploit md to e.dd to the fame of the park , a cave known 

as Mystic Cave a.nd offered to t e public for exploitation . I n the 

cave an iron l a dar- s l owered to an under ound river, and boats 

w<:1re placed on the ters of tm river stream. dv turers e lored 

fo r seven.•e.l miles do the stre to hare it ran t ough a narrou 

paasa e, too narro 7 to permit dmittance . I t 1B reported toot soma 

fish ere actually oau in t l::e se under ound t er s. any theories 

were advanced that tre underground river ms 1n sane way connected 

t h the mam.oth spr:in ga i nt he park , but no study o£ the question 

a made . Finally interest w ed , a landslide occurred , and the 

cave was ab 50 doned . 

1900 ea ad to be e. year or proposals and i'ailures . .Among these 

s a mot ion to ohmge the direction of the park over to the 

Smi thsonian Institute , rut a mo.as meeting of oitizo ho fe l t that 

the Interior epartIIBnt ould devel op it more , declared a nst it 

51 and persuaded the Department to keep it . Next , tho United States 

Government proposed t ha building of a. hundred- .foot street o.nd 

boulevard all th a way a round th park , but since 1 t uld c a:ne thi n 

49 
Ib1d . , Se e'Jlber 30, 1909 • 

50 
!!?.!!•, January 3 , 1909 . 

51 
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the city l ts ould have t9 be ainta · by t l:. alre dy 

fin cia11 pom: city , it a not corr:iod out oitb.er.52 

Ona successful t g acco111plia d during 1908 ,as t buildi 

ot a re suspen sio bri e at Dranide Sprin It \.as designed by 

H. V. Huckley a bu il at a cost of ,1650 duri.. ... g t dminia trat ion 

of Col el Grean e as ~rk superintendent . Thia bridge exceed d e.ll 

expect at i s; 1 t carried avera. e or five hundred ~eople daily, 

s described in an illustra ted article !h!_ Scia.~tific American , 

and draw forth an inquiry frcm London regardi it. 53 

For EDme time t quest ion of t h e we.tar supply for t he city or 

Sulphm- a a paramoi.mt one . In 1903 General tthes , the Unit eel 

States geolo cal gi er , reca ended t hat t to of Sulphur be 

pe tted to divert ater fran Antelope and Buf:falo Spri ngs 1br 

t heir watenrorks syst t h is s g overned by t fact tl:nt 

i n ett asid t he for t he park t he sove ait h ad de1)I'ived 

t h e future city ot one of' t he very finest swrces of .ater and that 

its use s1:J.ould be restored in so far as 1 t . ul.d not interfere Ii t h 

t he uae by the gove ent or mar the beauty of t he str • In 1905 

1 . C. Grover, of t h e United States hydrograph ic survey sent by the 

terior Departo ent , recamnended t hat t h e to construct t 

reservoirs, e at ea.oh or t he two spr s. It was estimated t at 

t hey wo.ild cost , 500 . S1 ce t h e ept'ings fla. e.d 5 ,000,000 gall ons 

of wat r daily, h ich as n i ety- e pare t pure , enough coul.d 

52 
~., Sept ber 10, 1908 . 

53 
Ann~al eport, I (1908) 514 . 
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easily be drawn far the city ithaut depriv t park of a necessary 

f'lo • This ido 1 s pract ical and was not adopted . In 1907 t 

city at Sulphur s onted t porary p er a ion to take t from 

th creek, not at tho apr s but just bel Little Niagara 1"'alls to 

the extent of 100,000 gallons daily . The city as to build a 

reservoir, ' ch must be outoide the park , 54 but, as before, t city 

s unable to build a reservoir . This pl aa adopted, ho ever, a 

f' y ars 1 ter, and Sulphur obta ed. 1 ts supply o:r t er from t 

e.r ek unt 11 ao wells ere sunk by the city in 1920. 

Duri n 1907 approx tel y 25,000 parsons visited latt National 

er by ro.11 and 1,000 by e latter oup c ped 1n the 

park for at ieast three days . Platt Park as rapidly becauing a 

s er tent city . Camps ere pitched by many people i n the Bro 1de 

C p und a i n the camp wnd f'art r up t creek . 

Until t a t e e creek flowing tbroudl the park was called 

SUl.phur Creek . :.i: e Unitod States Board on Geo e.p cal snow 

e nged it to Tra rtine ere because of depo a:i ta of so.ft 

l est e, kn 

55 the . 

as travertine, caused by the water ri.mning over 

The aiperint ndent of the park reccc ended to 09 ass th t 

nough money be et aside to build a stone d iron building .re 

the Sllperin tendent 's o'ffice rar a oalaboo se or holdover r or and 

en arrested and held iting trial be.tore the United St tes 

M 
Se ate Reports* 60 Cone . , 1 sass ., To . 652, ( ay 13, 1908) 

55 
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Canmiss ion . He further reco.nmended tbat an electric 11tht pl t be 

c structad a.m oper ted by t er po er fr t' sprin , t t 

:fi hatchery ba croote.d, that the ve ent an.ploy a scientific 

f'orest r for reforestation ot the denuded p rt of the par , and th t 

a er cemp be eet bllshed for a s quadron of o val.ry Fort Sill 

or so ~e other convenient military· _ ost . .AJ3 yet no appr iationa for 

th park had been ade and t 

est t.e was submitted but not 

park rev ~es ~ere deplat 

56 ct d upon at th t time . 

• vZ0 ,000 

tha er of 1909 Governor Haskell visited the park . It was 

to be a eat celebration in the little t of Sulphur and i n Platt 

atio 1 Park . Less t eight mont before, Oklaho had been made 

a st te and C las N. skell s caning to pay h is :first of'f1e1al 

visit to the 1m.rk. The tire commmity turned out to l p in t 

festivities . Tbe S ta Fe depot ounds re cro ed with people as 

the tra pulled in and the governor, h 1 wife, d a da.ught er 

ali ted . A h e float t d to C t dist guished r ily to the 

hotel . Here Governor skell during the afternoon dell ared an 

address to a large au ence an for an hour and a halt ld t 

spellbound. anwhile s daughter had gone 1th a group of young 

people to the p rk . The first pl.a.co of interest as the old 

seized ith o. or p and oat dr ed bei'ore she could be rescued 

57 
by some of her g companions . e celebrated occasion had 

56 
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alt.iost ended 1n tr y . 

On June Z , 1909 Colonel • R. Greene resif d to live in 

ras i n a:i and s cc edod. by ill 
58 

as suparintendent . 

The SUDllller or 1909 had be m unusually ·hot and dry one all over 

t country. Many p o ile had ou1:te ed t.l'an t h~nt ®d dro ht , and 

auc cities as Dallas mid Okl lx>ma City 1ere faced · 1th a a.tor 

t i ne ; but i n spit of e dry· eathsr , the spri s and ells i n the 

rk never falt ro nor reduced th ir fl • Sulphur &ant out an off er 

to ish ater :f'.ree on board the railroad cars to the needy cities . 

study of the situation reveal d t t t lo.st 10 ,000 ,000 1one 

c ruld be furnish ship d out each day over the two railroad 

lines . 59 all~ s c e time to prev t dire shorta ani the 

plan s never carried out b caua e 1 t s no longer n cess y . 

owev r , records e_o th t the e.tar was ip OU~ Of e park to 

dif.t'eren.t pl.aces , sane e.s far a. ·m.y as P 

a or its exists ce. 60 y 

l vania, t ougb.out various 

Durbg this period in the story o£ t park , the government 

approp1•iat1ono .rare very lo d little as done to improve the area. 

I t s llera, and that 11as abrut all . Visitors c e to t park and 

o pad at nuIJbars during t er ; all camping sites and 

th the park ere tr a to th public, but little 

beeutifico.tion as clU"ried on . To help et expendittU"e s the 

58 
~ ·, June 3 , 1909 . 
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authorities fenced off rts or it end rent d it out as azing l da 

to t ho noir11bor ranchers . This actic co tinue until St hen 

T. ..· ather, at 10 al Par I act vi sited t · r ~1on, ct d 

t he situatton, and re a od t 1e.t all tr ··aee be clo eicept 

t o or three and t hese be beautified nd intainsd i n better fo • 

be el at ed rxl t hat more 

l d be purchased to og_uare t he bound a.r 
61 

so~ t ne p k , butt s 

a not cted upon by t he ernment. 

One n spr ng w s discovered n ar t he Bro rl.de ount and as 

foun d to contain el ent different fr oth e t he p k. 

This a oallod edicine Spr g because of its medicinal lit1 s 

and s analyzed to c t i n t he following edi ts : chlorid e, 

sodium, bicarbonic acid , calcium, gneai , silica, sulphuric cid, 

potassium, bromide, d iodi..'"l.e . 62 To a: i t is piped t o t h Branide 

Pavilion and flows frm t'ou.nt i n s besid t h ooe of t · bromide d 

sulphur a.tars . Four different kinds of w t r can be had u.nder the 

same :pavilion by me r l y a turn or di ffer t faucets . 

In t h e to of Sulphur a 11 be G drilled for oil but 

i nstead still anot her ltlnd or ter s found. This contained more 

63 
t han any o r t he o er rells or springs yet opened . The park 

reBion a beco'lli ng re and. more a ro ion ot mt.my wator:e f ad far 

t heir heal g quoliti s . The oll · ing erlrect 1 taken 1'.ra::i a 

61 
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1 ttar it ten b:, Colon.gl ·.: . I. ray, a laa 1ng citizm f Dallas 

and al ana"' of t Busli nd Gerto '- iano y of Texas: 

... or aever.u 7 rs I ho.ve bee a urr r s !Wie. . 
La.st year I trie t Color do resorts a tare; 
r a b. p but not cured . i:::'his sum.ner d to ti-.r 
the easte d northern resorts . After spending several 
, saks i n C a nnd at t lake resorts ttini;. no :rulier, 
I heard of Sulphur d its healing and rejuvinatin tars . 
I ant thar.e n must confess t ;; I ms a tl ourpr iSed at 

at I found . You 'ould advertise more an.d let the people 
knor :h t nat s p o d hare t' ;8 ot soeuc3r'f, 
climate, and wat rs . 6~ 

But still the p rk did not develop rapidly; the appropriations 

ere but 5 ,000, ich s barely ougb to y salaries of ployees; 

d nothing s r the develo t oft In 1910 e 

appropri t ion ised to 10,000. This as to covar tbs salaries 

and to crovide far the construction of a ae er through t e park . 

There wa" no means or conveyen.c t n , so hacks era isru'Sd 

per ts upo p ant of a cort in license fee d pa itted 1D car 

pe le to and the springs or t ugh the park . During 1910 

pe its e issued for sevon autos , f:flre two- seated hacks , d t 

t ee- seat d backs . Thirty tho and ople vi sited the park that 

65 
year . 

Because or t he ~4ng orta.me of t increased att d£lnce 1n 

Platt at 1onal Park, t he goveril!llent n saw f i t to define certain 

rules and re tio ta.in to its protectio n and operation . 

ocordin y , on June 10, 1908 the foll ing rules •; ro formulated 1n 

64 
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66 
Jo as 

(1) • arso r forbidde..l t o injur-13 or cu n timb or plants 

s to d f ca operty . 

(2} on. ID1er on· of the 

s prin min depo te , or n ture.l r :tures or the par k . 

{3) pi ng is allo re it .n 0 tho and et ot en spr· 

nor on y 1 d e.J:1; pt ere design.a ed b t ll a.u.11hori t 1 es . 

(4) It is farbidd for any person to deposit bag or ref e 

on park , except at esignated pl.ac or to contaninate y or 

the sp :tags er divert t' ·a.tars ar such springs f:ro1.. t ir natw:al 

cours • 

(5} ~"o pars 11 r any O.L t bro ~d , iron , or 

so a spr s mor d than lon of at e:r on ay no1· ore t.11 n 

... ·1: 13 gallous ... ro t 1a ot a i nga, nor s· l ori.a use ·-- e tater for 

co rcial purposes o pt 1n :pursuanoe of a lie n rr th 

ecreta... f Interior . 

(6 ) t ' .dl ounding, or 1.;a -tu.rl g y b 1 d or ild 

an l is forbi de except th c ase of d erous an a hen it 

is n ecessary to p: vent jury . 

(7) Fis ot r tuan by hook and l e is pro· bi t d . Fishing 

or profit ia f orbidden at any t · e . 

( 8) No person is per mi tt d to 11 va , do b 

uil a i n t h e par • 

{ 9 ) Trespass 

{10) Dr-iv 

66 
Ibid . 

o.f ce.ttl 1s for bidd • 

at high speed 1 s forbidden . 

ess, or erect 



(11) Sellin · liquor, bling, or disorder eonduct of any kind 

is forb idd • 

(12) · e penalty r disobedience a set t a :f i ne o£ not less 

than .oo or ore than 100 and prisonment of not more than six 

nt • 

ean hila roads am traU.e were be improved, stone culverts 

ere built, d aid lk as laid to t h Bro de S i ng . Over a 

hundred yo g trees had been set out, t he sprm. gs had bean 1 proved , 

d all indications po ted t ard a. pr 1 1ng s eon i f only a 

s er drought did nd. oo e. But t he drought did come . In 19ll the 

fl of' t spr s bagan to 
67 

eaken. In arch .Antelop ce sed to 

:flo at all and in June Buf!'alo Springe became dry . That sea.son 

eve thing sutrered; t he creaks ere dryj t city had to tap t h e 

s :phur .ells :for its · ter suppl y ; and v1s1 tCll" a~ o d com.a to 

Sulp ur i n years past , no t to other plac~s. 

By April, 1912, Buffalo began to f l one fift of its fo er 

ce:pacity, and on t he ty- eight h of that o t h Antelo e. c back 

dtl as strong a f'lo 68 as ever. Onoe aga the creeks filled and 

t~e people rejoiced, but sudd on September t h e eighteenth t he 

sprin sto p f or arl y a year . It e f'eared t hat they 

rere pe tly dry end that they uld var flo in , but by 

-fov be , 1913, they . re both flo ng at t ir mtur str 

0 '1. ca more • 69 

67 
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The nat i ves stated that this w a the t'irst tmia thirty years 

t' t the sprin h d gone dry. An o l d Indian ad ced the th ory 

thnt t r e pplied by bter r e branch oft Can.adi n iver . 

His re son for t s deduction a that 8'T ry t e tha Ce.nadian Ri ver 

ant tho r ings dii like i se . Re cl aimed he could anber 

70 
t ice -hm tli.ey had ce. sed to flo • 

1913 Con sa tailed to s an eppropr at ion for t e park . 

Thia caused the care and t o be ouepanded 

b nn e July l , 1913 & the height of its s er season, and it 

lasted until October the t\ enty- fifth b n e ergency bil of 

-0,000 a.s pass OU@ Con ess . , th e 

par' s dil p1dated , v1aito ov on , and the r iport circulated 

that the over 71 ent had b d oned t J park • 

But wltt t' o ne a_propriation ere made c.n.d pro eas 

1.ov " for aea • 1915 fr en to tvte t:r thousand .i.Jeopl e 

palk , and t r ras s:.ip ed. to such distant places as 

:;e ~ rk , Drookl .. , C cae,o , an s I and .Ark as . Over frur l ea 

ot pe.rk road vere built ml effort s made -; o create 

t sick and ..._ pl ce re r est nd pl sure for t l 
72 

well . ' 

ttbavcn for 

J; e o iiast need o 11 e ~ no~r .. a n n 1 adll'.iniatratiOn 

building . Th f st o had bee an old buildi;I£; constr cted by t o 

'70 ~ . 
71 
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ueJOill:ID.S as a SUIIl!lar camp . It d been so loosely put together tbat 

rod ts om snakes i nhabited the walls, rats stocked than with winter 

provision s , and on damp da,ys t odor s oftensivo. prop held the 

1mn yin place. The mice built nests int desk dra ers, using 

o:ffice m pplies 1D build th 1th. rec 

superinton dent for a no build!. ng . 73 

endation as ma.de by the 

The office as then moved to a stcme buil hich had be-en 

erect din 1894 by raves Leep r, ho used it as a family residence 

ile he aged n e.djoin g l ber yara. It as ter used f or 

oderal Court C missions meetings, d en oourt us not in session, 

it ec .... e a school hou e canmunity center . 1902 hen the 

reservation s e tablished, it sh d t fate of all tho buildings 

in the a.reu-- it s cond .ed- -but stead o~ beinc destro-yo it 

becezi:e the office of the p rk s per :intendent in 1904. 
74 

It , s used this •ray for ns l y tw ty a.rs when it s 

r .. odelcd. e.nd a. ing of netive stone smila.r to tl:at of the ol.d 

buil n .ns •dded. 

dirference be een t 

ow on nu t look ery closely to detect the 

old e.nd the ne parts . Today it houses an 

office for tho superintendent, e. roo for the clerk, a :public room 

for visitors, d a la e porch extend 1n ac oss ita eastern side , 

The public roo h s en atti-aot ivo firep ce, a ile roo , and a 

museum of aturnl hi tor-.1 er r. i.."lg to Platt ?iat ionel ,...nrk . 

A t . e!l.tor:r,ris citizens of Sulphur f lt t t th oould dd 

73 
eport, I, (1913), 843- 854. 

74 
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28 

to the interest of t public i n t park t hey could port some 

animals from other rese t ions, t h er<)f'or t hey pplied to t he 

ovemr ant to f n ee oft l or .e pastl.lt"e on t h hill overlooking t ha 

pavilion and ano er pasture on t he opposito hill secluded eno ugh 

t hat t h e an s ould not be frightened by ta, tr fie and yet close 

enough to t he road t hat t he general public could vie t m t hout 

much alk g . 

t h en applied to Yel lowst National Pnrk and s cured t ee 

e d seve h ite tailed deer . 75 Arrange nts were made to get 

so a buffalo also . Three re brou ht 'fr t h e ichi ta R eenat ion 

provided the.t t h e people of Sulphur · ould pay far t h eir trnn ort tio • 

T s amounted to about 7 and 
76 

s r ised by public subscription. 

Soon a young baby buffalo bOrn i n t he park . Today t he herd has 

creased to so e thirty or ore head . This is t he natural 

habitation of t he buf'falo and t hey se to t ive exceptionally ell 

i n t heir w p ture, ch is l ac ted on t lla axtend g from 

t h e supertnt dent's ho:. e ar t e Soldiers' Hospital to Bromide ll . 

Late ev i ng 1s a c ood time 1P vie't t hem, :for it is t h t ba.t t gy 

c e near t lie f nee to be fed . At ot r ti.mos dur ing t he da: t hey 

are oft far over 1n t he pasture or under t h o t r ees • ere t ey 

cannot be se except fr t distant top of Br de !!ill . 

On June 30, 1919 Colonel Robert A. Sne , 1h o had served as 

park porint nd t since ebruary 14 , 1914 , resioi ed a nil. e 

75 
Annual Report , I , ( 1919) , 1025- 6 . 
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succeeded by Mr. Thomas err1e, who had been super1nt endent of the 

Pal: ea I ndian School . ?'l 

1918 and 1919 had been vary dry years , and for the second time 

i r1 the story of the k , the s pring s went dry . Ago.in the city had 

to tap tl:B sulphur ells for drinking ator . This as not very 

ti sf"actory beca e many people did not like the taste of the sulphur 

ter. and c.0r ae still, the water broke throu{P. the pipes BO 

frequ tly that it kept the water depart.cent busy mending pipes . 

J' .ain the park attanianc s :fell and ain the government ppr riations 

re reduced . But on Dec , bar t elevent h or that yea:r th came 

back with t heir normal flow . 

The city realized so e r ore stable · a:y of provid city water 

must be adopted so th pl m.ted to drill so e deep · ells. The next 

question s here they s hould be dug . All around Sulphur e l ls had 

been dug at various ti.mos but al y s 11 t h e same r esults - the 

fo rce of sulphur a.tar ould bl t he tool.a out o:f t hole w1 th 1 ts 

strength - ond the city did not went sul.phur ater . Co equantly , 

they drilled three deep lle neer t he s prings at t he hoad of the 

creek and secured a pem.onent plentiful suppl y of clear, col d• 

29 

non ineral w tar . Theae alls were completed durins t he acb1n1strat1on 

of Mayor Pat Riley. 78 

At the s e t a a ne. wel.l was be drilled at t h e Vendme n ea r 

the park . The owners had pl anned to drill to the depth of f ive 

77 
~ -, July 1 , 1919 . 

?8 
Ibid . , iO , or 16 , 1922 . 



liundred feet to i ur-e stro flo of ater, but at three hundred 

and ei:rty feet th are as t pp a current of' lphur a tor V11 th 

force enough tot on a at-re of ater t'i:fty feot to th air above 

the casing and w1. th flow of' 28 ,000 lo of , o.t er per· minut e . 

The drillers had net e octed to strike 

hundred feet, therefore no preparations 

ter for at lea.at other 

d be mnde to take care 

or the overflo· , . a ccnsequence, everythin g ae flooded, and 

rkmen labo d all nid).t diggi ng a drainage ditch to Rock Creek . 79 

The owners offered the city suf'fici t av r ow from this ell to 

suppl y the ater need, but the ells of n ero.l at cr:- are .m.uc h 

more s tiat' ctory for that purpose . The V dome ng pool B 

built, a all lake a r.w.de, nd still there ms an overflo, • This 

s ch nneled t ou ht· park a most attr ctive manner to a 

place ne coln Bridgo re it e pties into Travertine Creek . 

town . 

k after the drilling of t he Vandom 11 ano er 

equ stron th es broug in just mile north of 

is ail as four undrod feet deep am had such a f orce of 

tesia.n ·1ater the.t, caning unexpectedly l e the Ve::i.do· e, it 

drillers unprepared and veritable river es formed do 

the road before a. relief' ditch could be dug. 

During a :previous year Platt National Perk d experienced its 

most serious flood . Just a le or a o ncrth or town s toad an old 

reservoir that d at one t e be n us ad by the 1 sco re. ilrond • 

79 
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The dam , bav bee e ·1eakened by the ccumulation of •i ter d by 

t he et sea on, sudd y gave y s ding a ejlty fbrce of ater 

dovm t he bed of Rock Creok, flooding homes alone tl,e croak and 

uprooting tr ea and as g out bridges throu~ the pel."k . ./Jmong the 

bridges to give y was the suspension bri dge t Bromide, the one 

that bad dra:. national comment 1908 . 1 m it as s pt before 

the f lood leav not but a shot be.rr l 1mbedded i n c a::i cret e 

near the Bran.1 e Spring House . This bnd served as an anchor to the 

suspension bridge to, er .80 This evidenc e may still be seen. Until 

n ne 1 bridge could be buil t all visitors to Bromide had to cross the 

creek by moo.na of a lo i - a.tar bridge bel o the spri ngs . This r1as 

not at all satisfactory because t he rater too often was above t he 

bridge and Bra:i.ide s closed. to t e public . edl toly a ne 

brid e was built of steel with a span of one htmdred and tw ty f eet 

with pleas g arch a llows anpl e al arance :for d..rift 

the creek. This brid is not likely to be carried out by f lood . 

s so e persoo. ha.a said, "It ms built to span a ra inbo and not a 

creek; you don ' t alk, you climb it . " 

Dacause t his bridge is built ar steel, it does not hamonize 

th t he rk ' s neral design no.'I , whieh is a tendency toward rock 

co truction. The amide Spring lla. s been ved across the creek and 

is housed a ost attractive rock pavilion along it h t he :founto.i 

for sulphur, edic e, and iron waters . The comnunity houses and 

com.fort s t tio the area lik se are at ston e . l ne-.v bridges 

80 
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The Vendcme Tiell at Sulphur 

At three hundred and s 1xty teet there was tapped a current ot 

sulphur water with t orce e:nough to tbrm:r a stream of mter fifty feet 

into the air above the casing and lfi th a flow o:f' 28,000 gallons of 

ater per minute. 



and buildings 1n tho p~k ar·e being built of the 

el'efore, becaus t e Br de bridge doss mt relate to future 

constrmt1ons 1,..,_ the area. , it rill ba re ved and rep cod by a 

bridge of st ~e 

about 10,000.81 

1ch is ncr. being designed eu asti.n:u tad to co st 

One of the etti st and best kn of the older bridges i n the 

park flll.d one that ll not have to be ovad is tl Lincoln idgo, 

because it is built or stone. I t we.a completed i n 1919 by the 

Liberenz and Robinson Canpany nt a cost o1' , 665 . It is only a 

foot bridge, but it is kncrnn ibr its picturesque turrets that re:fleot 

the vogue in arc tact.re during t he period in hich it 
82 

B built . 

A ne disasteroua exp eri ce befel l the park in the SJ)r ing of 

1922 . ::arly 1n the after.noon of March the thtrteentb. ile people 

ere .reJoic g over the excell t rains tbat lE.d fall for eight 

or t hours , the .clouds ew sudd l y darker 8lld rain began to !'all. 

in torr ta . black, funnel- shaped cloud for d av r ~onida 11 

and thin a. mom.ent 's tine e. cyclone ha.cl c e a.nd gene , loo.vi 

suffer G and oonf'usion . 10 people ere killed e.nd thirty-four ere 

injured . The oyclo d far.med over Bro de ~111 and d moved at 

r pid pace up t h o bed of Rock Creek thro1 the park proot· meny 

trees and pe.rf'onuing f'reaks o.f nature that usu lly accompany cyclones . 

It pasa d frcm the creek t ough the re stern part of t ovm , lifted 

81 
illiam 
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83 
to t he air , ut s tt l ed ag&i i n the rural. c unity north of tol'JD. . 

I.t is s 1d tl}.I t the animals in Platt Hat ion 1 ?nrk d se ed 

t he one ng ator:n. tor ..... o::..-e t laJl an hour and d rot ired to t caves 

or llad settled behind cliffs for protectio • 
84 

After t storm had pass d, the p k ere-, t to work to clear 

the debris fr t ~e re .io s ar the cro 1 d t.o r ove t e trees 

that h been broken or uprooted by t star::l . 

Several years passed by 1th not ~ of particular 1nt erest 

talc e pl ce so far s the park was concerned . Cr s c and • t . 

Same seas s ere better th others particulerly during week ends 

or dur n g unusually hot and dry ers . 

People 1n sev 1 st tee out ido of Oklahane ere receiving -
regular · ipm. rts r:£ the bromide ter, c is said to be especially 

efficacious for 1 nervous d1 seases . The sulphur 10lla ere r _ uted 

to be t lar oat of their kind i n the iOrld. 85 The ater s the 

eatest attr ction i nt e park , d it TJQS bring in no r , uner tion 

'1:latever to t e governme t . It se d to be a case or eonatant 

e:xpenditu ... d no gnin . In 1925 d 1n 1933 the Secretary of 

t Interior reean:n.end that Platt NatiOnal Por1- e given to e 

state to · mad into a state park . He advocated t t t he federal 

gave t s hould be relieved of the supervision of: all of the 

ller parks an be penn.itted to co::1fine its a.drli stration 

e:x:clusi ve to the parks of na.ti anal pr ort ions and o:r i nterest to 

84 
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t· e eople fr t ev r state . JJ'urth rniore , h bo.liaved t th 

governmoo.t should uot co pot 

st tea but · ul. cone tr on t 

11 reer at1o aro a it t 

o o · D. tional scop ch 

recr tition s:1ould be aecon er, to 'l.lI' servation or .1 t no.t e has 

crea.t d cn.d that th o. l ar ar as should be E.dminiater d by the 

state B in .. 1 cf t ey ar l ocated . 86 

Regardl au of' t he r c endat1on , the ·ovarnmen.t s continued 

to int n its t e·ty- aeven nat1o parks , t llest and l et 

re un r t1ve ot ich 1a Pl tt . I t s continua to be kept on a 

non- comt1erci is , camp sites are fr e , rnter is l'r ee , and nothing 

may be sold d.thin the boundaries of the par k . 

86 
Ibid . 



PLATT N, TIONAL PARK PRES 

Chapter Five 

For t hirty odd years Platt r~ational Park has been existence. 

During this time some changes have been made ; roads have been graveled, 

springs have been kept open, recreational features have been modernized 

and attractions .tor visitors constantly ilnproved. Otherwise nothing 

spectacular has b n done toward bea ti£ication of the park. Appropri-

ations have been increased each year as the demands grow gre ter d 

more help is employed, yet even then, the various administrations have 

been handicaoped because of l ack of finances . In 1906 the appropriation 

was a mere 5000; in 1932 it had increased to 12,000 .87 Even this , 

bovtever , hardly covered salaries and buildings and left little for 

general upkeep. 88 

In 1933, a short time after the Roosevelt administration began, 

the Ci vilia.n Conservation Camps ere created throughout the country. 

One of the first o.t these as located within the park and was retained 

there until the spri of 1940 hen it a moved elsewhere . During 

the se n years that it -vas in operation, 500, 000 trees, shrubs , and 

vines ere transplanted to ref ore st certain areas and to aid in restor­

in these are s to their original beauty. 89 

During the first summer of the camp ' s existence a fore st £ire 

broke out near the Pavilion Springs and rapidly spre d across the 

shrubbery and hi gr ss of the nearby hllls . All o! the c.c.c. boys 
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were called 1nto action end soon had the f'ire under control before it 

ept :to the region or larger treas near the creek . 90 Altho~ the 

destruction s not so ~ t , it indicated th t one of the first pro-

jects ould be the racl ame.t ion 01' the denud d er • landscape .tor 

r::mn was called into service nnd a atudy of the pl ant l11'e of the park 

was made . Thie led to a ore thor research into the general 

botanical. life of the entire region. 

For one year the boys studied the park f l ox and kept through. al.1 

the various "'"_.,~ sea.sons e. careful record of each n plant found 

and its location · the park . At the end of this time six hundred 

species or flo ere had been collected and id t11"1ad . 91 Beginning 1n 

the earl y s_prin with the 1ld plum, d d, and r ed bud , they con-

tinued through Jun e With t o primrose, the blue 1ris1ne, the abundant 

sand verbena , the cone flo er, and the gold coreops1s . In late 

the boys fo t Spanish wild kspur, the eat l otus . the 

yucca , t bl ing st , and blue salvia . 

ere asters Dd gold rod together th the :fl 

and the red berries at the hollies . 92 

the autumn flo ars 

color of the oaks 

Platt National Park is within the botanical crossroads or the 

United Ste.te and is recognized e.s such in the National. Park SarTice. 

Therefore in recent years ihen other parks were being developed :ror 

specta.c ar beauty, P tt Park s being de a botanical experiment 

station and. is no recognized o.s Btlch. In their research the c.c.c. 

90 ~ -
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boys found plants c n to many different seotione of the country. 

estarn pl ants such e the cactus , prickly pear, and yucca thr1ve 1n 

abundance; southern plants are the hackberry, the chittan ood, the 

porsll!lLlon, the prairie lily, d the Chickaso.v, plum; ile the rad-

93 
bud and do ood are typically eastern. .Another point of interest 

observed wa the ied plant gro h occasioned by soil elevation and 

ter. Thia ves the variation fra:n the luxuriant h of' the oak-

hickory forest of the bottan l ands to the stunted prairie 

94 of the hillsides, al l r1th1n a stone's thrO'I or each other. 

S8 gr h 

Pot all tho time of t c.o.c. boys e apant 1n collecting 

flowers . Thar were varied i.m.provanents to be mnde throughout the 

p k . One er , under supervision of' a tree surgeon , examined and 

doctored all diseased trees ; another ade a survey of the different 

kinds ot treeo and labeled each, tell fhere it was eomnonl.y :found 

95 
and what the ood s suitable f'or . Still another ou s assigned 

the task of clear rubbish snd driftwood from the creeks and deepen 

any of tlle c .. w,uuwing holes to make th more use:fU.l to 1he public. 96 

One of the major projects undertaken s the construction of a 

trail to extend frCl!l the Bu.i'talo and .Antelope springs at one end o:f 

th a park to the Qnide sprin at t other . The trail as to be five 

miles 1n length and :foll ow alone the banks of the creek. By f'o llovr1ng 

thi trail a person would be able to get a much betrter vie and a 

93 
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eater a_p ciat ion or the park t hon he could by r1d1 along the 

dri ys because he could see the many squirrels and fl ers and the 

numerous o.terfalls that are not always s en frcm the road . The con­

structio:!l of the trail last over period of three years . 97 

lithin recent yoora the incre irod number of visitors to P tt 

No.tional Park has ma.de necessary the conet etion of greater recreation.el. 

taciiitiea . It has been t ha policy of the park to make all 

build.in o.s unobtrusive as use 11 permit and to preserve the primeval/ 

conditions of the park. Theref'ore, ll ooden structurea thin its 

limits , e painted the dark brown col.or which is used for build s 

in all national arks . 98 All ne bu1ld1n€"s thrOughout the park ere 

built of native eto • ong these are e un.ity houses at Cold 

a ne rup int and t 's home on the highest point 

in t park, and many ccmf'ort stationa in the c!:!Ilp 

the troi ls . 99 

un.da and along 

Through the s er months the two ain camp ounda had been 

cr07lded to capacity f'or eoveral yea.rs . A demand a.rose ror mare cmi.p-

ing space . The Cold Spr1 area, farther up the creek , had been used, 

but not ve'r'j sat1sf'actor1l y , because it had never been improved beyond 

the naturnl stage . In 1936 it closed to the publ ic and r ined 

closed for years . Dur this time an elaborate building pro 

was ear.rt on; s1xty- tour individual c p sites ,1ere plotted~ ch to 

97 ~ . 
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be separated tr the others by a. plant screen to insure privacy for 

the camper . Each ras to be equipped th ov , lights, and ter; and 

the entire area vm.s to be under the superviaion of one of the rangers. 

It necessary to keep the camp ground closed until the young shrubs 

could gro r large ough not to need further protection. It 

public use 1n the season ot 1939. lOO 

s opened to 

Another project rthy of not e ~as the build of picnic places 

throughout t rk. During the period of C .c .c. c onstru.ction 205 

ovens.and pienlc t bles ,ere erected at various shady spots o the 

cre-(tk, ny of '-;hem being tax removed f'rcm the beat roads ot travel . 101 

Others are easily accessible and can be reached th minimum amount 

or nlking. The ov s are a1e of brick covered over th a ate . 

The tables, l ke t buil din the park, ar m de or native stone 

o ot heavy 1 sh 

the area .102 

i'ran. the tree that have had to be removed fl'an. 

:tt t1on a next tumed to the building of a ro d. The old 

one follo ed the bank of the creek from one ext ity to the other, 

cross d it at rioua inter-vale on lo - iater bridges, 1hich ere often 

under ,e.ter during r iny seasons . The n road was to be a perimeter 

one, .follow1ng t he bound ies of the perk and revaaling both the l ower 

creek regions and the higher regions of the hills . Thia road b ns 

at the stone m.tr ce to the park and forks a f hundred yards ahead 

100 
l..1£.· 

101 
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102 
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to the left and to the ric;ht. The left fork leads to the head of the 

er k and across the hills pa st the State Soldier s' Hospital, t a 

superint dent's home , the buf alo pasture, and,. by meo.n.s of a dnd1ng 

route, to the 1;op of Bromide 11 . From here the ro d winds down t h e 

side o the steep hill to <mi.de Springs end joins the old road e.t 

the camp oonds . This part of the road s not changed; it co plates 

the loop and joins the n one a.t the fork bel o the park trance . 

The constructio or tha road required a period of three y rs because 

it could be worked on o y during the inter an the tourists 1ere 

n t there . It as o y a. gravel ro and became so dusty and unpl easant 

t t the gov-

103 
to pave it . 

ent ap opriationo for 1939 enoue;h money as allowed 

P tt National Park has cbt:inged much sine its ere ion 190.2 . 

Its e:tta ce has incre ed; its appropriations ~avo creased; 104 

and its as a botanic station has spread. It still r ins 

Oklahoma's only natio al park , oo nt ins the only bromide spring 1n the 

orld, one of t e largest sulphur artesian alls 1n the orld, and 

ea es as a health and plea.sure resort for tho Sout ost •105 
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