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!fi1s lollowing :.ork is an att;EQ.pt to give a::i account of the pre-

~.- .p VJ. the long drives i'rom. Tex&s to 

Kansas during ·the years from 1867 to 1895. 

An. attem.pt hnc rtlso been ;.Jade to gi. ve the importance of the cattle 

industry as a social as well as an economic :Eactor in the develo}.)ID:ent 

.1Hataritls used in ·!;his study hava becm. nmcle available by the 

assist011ce oi': Frm.uklin Leroy Stewert, Librerian ht 1.;he Fr&.nk Philips 

Librarian in the Central State Teachers Goller,~e, t?:.nd r,Irs. Virginia :iii. 

Ht.:W.!'ison, .A.ssistaut Librarian in the Oldaho.:'1'19. ~t,.e..ricultural and 

Ii:eclle.nicol College. 

O. n. A. 



ODUCTIO 

The long drive is a part at one of the greatest financial enter-

prises the est has ever known, that or the r cattle i ndustry. It 

followed the conquest of the Indians and the destruction of the b fal 

but in turn 1: met de.teat by the small stockms.n and the 8.l'tt1Y of' settlers. 

The raising of cattle had been practiced for centuries but it 

entered into a new light after the close of the Civil er and lasted tor 

a quarter of a century. 

All during the nineteenth century as t he area of cultivated lands 

ov estward there was to be found along the outer edge e. can.pare.ti ve-

lY n border of pastoral 111' e. The Indians kept the rancbman from 

push tar out into the ld«r>nese end the homesteader lmpt th rran 

staying on their original ranges. As Dr . E. E. Dale, a lee.ding histor-

!1.a.n of the ae.ttle 1ndust , e"X})ressed: 

" ••• • t he oattl en occupied a kind or t light 
zone with the l t at ci vll1zat1on bel;lind than and 
the darkness of savagery before . •l 

Credit must be v to those participating in the cattle i ndustry 

tor t eat pert they played 1n the settlement end developnent ot the 

lwerican lderness. 

1 
Edward E. Dale, Range Cattle Industry (Nor.men , 1930) p . 14. 



THE CA.TrLE OOUNTHI 

Chapter One 

The original haue of r ch on a large sc e b in the state 

of Texas. From the time of its earliest settlements it has proven to 

be a profitable place tor cattle raising . 

The first Spanish settlers brought With th cattle of the long-

horned Spanish type which incree.Bed rap idly undEr the :favorable condi-

tions or range and cl ima.t e. Sane ot these esc ped f'rom their owners 

and roamed the plains e.s ild cat t l.e. 2 

en the An o-Am.erican settlers cams in they brought with them a 

f cattle of European breeds i mixed with the Spanish breeds and 

soon gr into considerable hards . 3 

The cl imate and range conditions allowed the cattle to roam. freely 

over the hills, valleys, and prairies in gi.•ass that ma kne high. The 

l onghorn was i n th a hey-day or his 4 ory. 

The land syst as a help to the cattle industry. Spain and 

later exico ere both liberal th their land ts . In 1825 the 

tat e or Ooahuile. and Tuns gave a labor of land, one hundred and 

seventy- seven acres to each f ily hose occup tion as to farm . To 

those ho should raise several live stock, a le e, or four thousand 

four hundred and enty-eight acres of land was given.5 

2 
loth census , llI 1 p . 965. 

3 
Dal , .2R.• ill•, P • 21 . 

4 
J. I arvin Hunter 1 .Th!_ 11 Drivers ,2!. Tams (Nashville , Tennessee, 
1925) P • 1. 

5 
Dale, .21?.• m •, p. 21. 



en Texas became a Republic she ve all or her citizens o ere 

he ds of f 111ea one lea e end one labor of land, and later · 

admitted to the union as a state kept the same liberal policy in dis-

posal of lands . As a result o:f these po11oies, the ave ace size of 

Texas farms by 50 as nine hundred and fif'ty one acres. 6 

AB the number of cattle increased, the ranchers moved their cattle 

to t unoccupied public lands. Mwly' men invested their capital 1n 

cattle instead or l and . Sanetimes ranchers owned thousands of cattle 

and did not ovm. an acre of land. 7 

Mter this rapid i ncr a in cattle the e et probl that arose 

e that af a market . though many cattle re sold as ark oxen for 

use in freighting upon the p.lains end for local comnmption as beet• 

the supply s much ore than the demand .8 

The first cattle driven to market were driven e st • 

In 1842 the driv ot oe.ttle b and N Orleans 
soon became the chief market for Texas cattle . Cattle 

re often d:ri van to Shreveport and from there shipped 
down Red River to New Orleans. The cost oi" the drive 

s alight and the freight from Shre-veport to Orleans 
about five or six dollars a head . Others 'l&re sent by 
sea f'rom Oalveston and other Gulf ports , and not a§ 

ere sent by sea from Galveston to obile or Cuba . 

A f years later cattle ere dr1 ven f'rom Texas to Chicago, Ohio, 

and as far east as the Atlantic s eaboard. After the .gold ?Ush 1n 1849 

to California, there as a great demand for beef and the first cattle 

drives to that state began in 1850 •10 

6 
9th census , Ill, p. 341 . 

7 
Dale, .21?.• ill•, p . 23 . 

8 
Ibid, p . 24 . 

9 
Ibid, p . 24. 

10-
it. , l G) P• 7. 



Th.is movement of cattle northward and eastward brought on an 

epidemic ot Texas fever among the nati ve cattle . I t has been prov 

that this epidem1o res caused by the bite o~ a tick tran which the 

Texas oattle ere imuune . any homesteaders lost all their cattle 

within a f days • 

• • • • by 1858 the drive northvm.rd through issouri 
had been checked and was not resumed very much until 
after the war.11 

During the Civil War it was impossi ble to send cattle out ot Texas. 

It was a. part of the Confederacy and cattle wexe not sent to the states 

belonging to the Union side. The 1ssies1pp1 s eontrol1ed by the 

annies of the North, ald.ne; it impossible to send cattle to the Southern. 

states . During 11 the e yea:rs the cattle of Texas multiplied until 

the st tiatics sho that at the close of the Civil 1ar there ere over 

5,000,000 cattle on the f rme and ranches.12 This rapid increase in 

cattle wa partly due to the :re.ct that Taxes as the le st touched of 

any southern state by the Civil er. "ih.Ue the 

•••• anniee of Sherman ept throup)l Georgia and 
tho Carolinas l.a little 1n thoir we.ke 1 mile th.e 
border statas Gl"e being devastated by the f'orce-s of both 
sides, and ll:hile tha fields of' Alabwna and ss1ee1pp1 lay 
fall and waste or , up 1n bu es and briers f t 
of laborers to till th , the cattle on the broad plains 
of Tezaa mature and fat, and in many places increased 
rapidly 1n n bere . 13 

In the beginning of the Civil er, Texas s able to send cattle to 

her sister states by: 

Dale , .21?,. ill.. , p • 2.f... 

l2 
Sam P . R ding1 !a.! Ch!sho Trail ( Gut hr 1 , 1936 ) p • 4 . 

Dale, .21?.• .!:£l•, P • 28. 



•••• swimming t hBn. aoross t e 1as1ss1ppi belo 
Vicksburg and then hurrying th east to the Confed
erate armies but the vigil ce o:f the Union gun boats 
rendered such operations extremely hazardous, even fran 
the first and eoon stopped tht111 entirely.14 

The isolation of T s during the Civil ar did not help th price 

of cattle in that state at the close ot the ar . 

The Texas soldiers released frcm the a 1es of the 
Confederacy 1n 1865 returned to their homes , 1n many cases 
ragged e.nd penniless , to find their ranges overflOWing th 
mature, fat oattle which e a ost rt ess at h e but 
of great value in the North and East . 15 · 

The prices of cattl e according to some historian.a were as l ow as 

one dollar e.ach, but all a. ee that the top price as five dollars in 

axe.a at the close or the Civil 'lar . Co oy abours expressed it as 

:.tollo :e : 

14 

15 

.. ery man in Texas - aa d poor and co poor- -it he 
was so ignorant and fooli a to buy land script at two 
to five cents an acre hen he might have nl.1 the range he 
liked for nothing at all and e.ll the cows he cared for 
w1 thput the bother of count th • • ••• no money 1n any-
thing that has anything to do wl th c s . Look at the re.e-
eord; Rockport , Ind ianol.a , Ge.l vest on, ob 11 e, N Or leans, 
Little Rock, I .oway- al.l t m foreign countries tull or 
d---Yankees and th1eves . niat ghoat.ly chance has a 
stocknan got? ThE1Z."e 1 s cows thicker'n liZzards all tbe 
trcm to.gorda to Doan ' s Store on the • ed and est :far as 
the Staked Plains . : e're busted the South is licked . 
· e•ve t a carpet bag government and no hope of change. 
It all Texas was rth one solitary hoop do you reckon 
you could buy a mile square of Vine e.squi te land for 
fourteen dollars? Not that I could or would--! haven't 
got fourteen dollars . lor it don't look like any stock

.lll,EUl in the ole state ever 11 have fourteen dollars • 
the ole caboodle fran Santone to the Sabine.16 

Joseph cCoy, =;;;..;..;=..;. ____ .2£,lli O ttle Trade (Kans s City, l.874} 
P• 20 . 

Dale , 21!.. ill• , p. 31. 
16 

DD.arson Hough , orth .2!, ~", Saturday Evening .E.2.:!l, (Philadelphia , 
April 1925) Vol e 195, No. 41. 

5 



HOW$Ver, there wae a need for these cattle in th$ north1 west,. a.'!ld 

east and ware'· 'Will.inst o pay e;ooa priees for them. it they could be 

trmieported to the locelit.ies of the demand.17 The Union and Central 

.Pacifio Railroads wera in :process of const.ruotion, .em.ploying many 

· thousands or man v1ho had to be :ted. A succession o:r drouthy aeasons 

had <leatroyed nea.r·J.y all the eattle 11.t O.a.lifol."llia a..""l.d the supply had 

to come from east of the noekies.18 

Th~ completion at the Kansas J?aeific Rail:r!oad to Abilene. opened a 

northern market for 'i'exa::f's surplus cattle. T'.na. difference in priee 

was that oatt le in ltan.sns so.ld for ten times the amount they cost 1n 

Tca.s.19 This vast ·dif'ferenca constituted. a wide and terii:pting :fiel.d 

for c:attie speculation. R.l'1d it tvas this dif-terence that brought about 

the drtv.es •,dth all its Willy dangers f'ran. Indians, outlav.rs, snakes,. 

high ,fflte.r and st~. 

18 
MeCoy, .212.• ill•,. p. 73. 

19 
McCoy~ Ca.ttle Trade 9£.. Ueat and Southwest {Kansas City, 1875) p. 94. 



Oh.apter Two 

The honor o t being the originator of the Kansas and Texas ce.tt le 

trails goes to an Illinois stock dealer, .Toa h G. cCoy, who s 

t 111ar 1th the ntled of ke·t for Tems cattl e and conceived the 

idea of making Abeline, Kansas, the shipping po1ri:t . 20 }To better point 

could have been selected as it was almost on du0 line north at the 

point here the herds ould leave the Indian Territory, and there ,ere 

no settlenents in bet een to intei'fe r e With the driving of the cattle to 

21. reach the pe:ta • 

.Toseph .. icCoy went to the ottioo of the Kanss.s- Pae1fio railway 1n 

lSt . Louis, Missouri , and laid before the his plan:, for building pens , 

yards, and other equiJtD.ent needed tor the handl.ing of thes e hards of 

cattle. The rail: y canpany refused to do the bui.lding of' the.se stock 

yards but made a rontr ct th cCoy i'or h1m to build the necessary 

~qui:smen t himself' , am the company eed they would ptr;J him one dollar 

far each car of cattle lo ded fran. these pens . 22 

.Attar t shipping po t raa aelooted, the next task . s to select 

'the best route to :f'ollo • / Tha ide s in mind 1n selecting a route were 

to avoid the deepest wat era, to avoid the mqst sav e Indiana , to have 

;plenty of as and at t a same time make the route as direct a 

;possible toward the ta.rm.in.us . 

The cattle trail selected by Joseph cCoy, Charles Goodnight , Col. 

20 
Floyd B. Streeter, Prairie Traila ~ .Q.£_ Towns, (Boston, 1936) p. 63 . 

21 
Ridings, .2l!.• ill•, p . 91 . 

22 

.ill!· 



'1.h.eel.er and dozens of their ooutemporaries : s tho one named Chisholm 

Tra.Uff . It as the eatest one of its kind · the h istory of the 

war l d . 23 Thi a trail reoei ved its n e , accord to historians , from 

the following story : 

'l'he Chis ho Trail ma named for ease Chisho , a 
half breed Indian of I nrj,ian Territory, no knovm as Okla-
homa . Re ias a man or sterl arth and known for his 
illtegrity , courage, gE111aros1ty, and fair dealin • J"esse 
Chisholm s in his young manhood., a trapper and trader . 
Hie wagons loaded th hides, pelts of 1"ur bearin animals, 
as ell as other oamnodities , pushed their ay through the 

.ildernsss northward into saour1; cutting ruts and 
furrows so deep that they blazed a. path to follo , and 
it e f'rom t se gon ruts and furr a that the first 
Chisholm. trail e.s n ed. 24 

'l'b.e length o:r t s trail veried according o the dif'i'er :t p iods 

of' time during i ts axi t oe . In ts baginnins it as t1--a a.led all tha 

y fr Antonio , as, to bilene, Kans s, a distance of bout 

eight hundred miles . 25 

The early herds oo 1 from Texas to the dian Territory crossed 

the Red ivar at y differ t places, but h est blls d the 

Chisholm Trail cro a th ed River t a point north or the City ot 

xas 1 o.nd tared the st te o what is n Oklaho bel ow the 

mouth of Cache Creels: d south of th& City or , urika, near the line 

bet een the e ont Cotton and Jeffer on Countiea . 86 It then went 

nort following near the pri,aent lino of the Chicago , Rock Island 

23 
~. P• 15. 

24 
ry Taylor ton,_ ==-

193g) J> • 4 . 
25 

Rid.1 s , o • .£.!l • , p • 15 • 
25 

.l!>JA· 
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and Pacific Rail 

Covc-nment High y 81, and cro sed the Xen.eas 11 south of the City of' 

Cald ell, then north Abilene. 
27 

The principal camping po1nte on the Chisholm Trail 
in Oklahoma were Pond Creek (near the present town of' 
J'e1'1'arson) Skeleton Ranch (near Enid) Bu:rtalo Sp.rin 
(Bison) X fisher, mouth ot Turkey Creek, Ohe;yenne 

ency (DarM ton) Canadian River, and ichita ency 
( An.adar ko) • 

By the year of 1869 the me.in trails were ell de1'ined. They twiste 

end turned !iret east t n est, nding their ways to suit the 

1.ITe r bearing of the str :s and to strike the most convenient 

places too p.29 

There were s evare.l other trails t not as important as the 

Chisholm.. ong these ere; the "Old Shawnee Trail" oh led from the 

Red River to er Springe 1ll southeastern Kansas, ""ffel!Jt Shawnee 

Trail" which lei't t h e "Old Shawnee Trail" near the Canadian River and 

ended at Junction City; and the "Ellsworth Cattle Tre.ll., 11 which ran 

by y of Kingnan to Ellsworth. 

DuriDg the earlier years of the cattle industry, the Sedalia Route 

going from Texas to eout astern iasouri as used unsuccessfully tor 

cattle drives. The Goodn ht Loving Trailt whioh followed the route 

used by the 'Tells F Express Company, s used for a f drives. 

This route passed thr h Sherman . Texas, up the Concho, erossin the 

Peeos at 

27 
Ibid. 

28 

sehead Cross and than to Roswell , N 
31 Mexico. These 

T. u. Te;ylor , ~ Chisholm Trail. !!!!.4 Other Routes {San Antonio, 1936) 
P• 55 . 

29 
Streeter, ~· .ill_., p. 64 . 

30 
d., 

~1-
lm-. • ..!l•, .• rn 



t o trails il'e not used fter the direot northern trails ere &sta 

lished. 

tra: elln southward on th~ Chisho Tre.11, a tro.veler could 
.-

look to the north dian Terri t line and see the 

fal'mers, but further south on the trail this Ti 
32 

s soon lost. 

Often en passing over this tr 11 in early days 
the 1ter has paused to observe this vi ; e.Dl while 
doi oo , has pondered upon th e fact• as t o how many 
tre.vela:ra upon this cattle tr 11 have trcm this point 
looked back upon civ111zat1on for the last time for 
many months or years , and many ot t forever ; and 
horr many waytarere upon t s trail cam1ng up fran the 
South dirty, dusty , travel stained, and travel worn , 
a:f'ter hundreds of miles on the plains , have been 

adened by the first sight of civilization that they 
had had perhaps tor many month.a or many years . Persons 

ho have never spent months or years on the plainS or 
on the extrEll!l8 frontier, cannot appreciate ?Jbat 
civilizat i on or settlements me on e return, to a 
traveler who has done ao.33 

soon after the trail l.ett the barder line it passed through a con-

tinuou.e prairie dog t hich covered a distance of twenty-three 

miles . The barking or these little animals oould be heard a.long the 

entire routo. 1th e ch bark, the tail of the barker ould ve a 

quick jerk. All the other stretches of upland alo the route 8 

covered th prairie d towns. 35 

The prairie dog owls, about the size ot a quail re seen perched 

upon the prairie dog holes. 7hen a travalar attempted to catch these 

birds , they oul d either drop into the prairie dog holes or r1Se and 

t 
36 a y . 

32 
Rid s • £.i!.• .£.ll.• , p . 36 . 

33Ibid 37 -• P• 
34Ib1d, 

10 



Th trav 1 1n c p ould oft be disturbed in his sl ep at 

night by tho nap ine , snnrline an.cl fighting of the a lf' 

packs as they came cloat!lt" and closer to the osnp in their search for 

tood . If this nois did. not e: rak him, tho acre of panther 

uld OS.US to l p his b • ;., '1 

Occasionally the vi ciou buzz at a r ttles.nake oul be heard by 

the tra eler WI the f ollo·n.ng: 

Its body coiled aro d and encircled its h d for 
protection of the same. l'O this position. n the 
stro er came close enough. the body ot' the snake ould 
strai{;';htai out like spr that had been canpresse , 
its outh open de au.tanatically raised the l ong 
fa lying do al i ts Ja, s, end it would if' cl oee 
eno , sink these fangs into its victim. On the 
extreme end these snakes' t ils were carried rattl ers . 

n distlll'bed t h is tail began quivering and these 
ratt l es st ted a continuous and monotonous buzzing. The 
sound had a vicious ane.cing eoning the.t no one could 

stake . SB 

All or the scenic fea.tur-es a.long these cattle trails ere not so 

t'rigb.ten as thos d scribed. s . Bunton, ho ant up the 

trail th a ord of cattle , saya there another side o:f the story 

ich e describes as follows: 

ey s and s ere ehal'med with the sights 
and sounds of Ol d othe r Nature' s handi ork: l There ere 
so y , many birds in the forest and I marveled at their 
so and their varied nd gorgeous pl e . I was al-
iJ8YS looking for the Bob i tes calling fran tho tall 
grass or listening for the moc birds singlng their 
son in the bee.utiful old trees. Ofttimes, leaving tbl 
treGe they rul.d fly hicher and hi ile a t1'8.11 · of 
song f'loe.ted back as if to cheer me on my lona.ly rq , 
l 0Jl8 after the cl ouds had hidden the birds :f'rom vi • 
.Another fa.soi nat a t s the gre .t tches of wild 
beITies ripening a.long the roadside. F.arl y in the 

irn , et th d t y cnl d sparkle in the sunsbin~ 
as if the fairies had sprinkled then th diamond dust . 

31?Bunton , -2,E.. ill.. , p • 37 • 
38 

Ridings, ~ · .ill.•, p . 38 

• 2.-•• !)e • 

11 



tl."ail. ''lthe &.1:aii1 pox-tion •::as beaten es hard as th~ aonorate of the 

:hlght;e.y ·tl'.ll,:tt nom P,ura.11-els it. '1:hi~ v.ras dc•ne b3r the millions oi' hA)ofs 

·that lla<i ti~ampled i·t.40 

__________ ;;; _ ___........__=,iii"""~'"'-~--~~-;------------
•1-0 

""., -..... •11' ,~ P'"' 01"'1 ci+. -_o.. • 3'7 • .£-1...t. .LJ.,::.>v t ~ • _,._;::,. • ,J 



Chapter T'ill"ee 

Those participating in the drive consisted usually of a trail boss• 

a cook, t X> horse wran ers, and two c boys for each hundr-ed head of 

cattls .41 The trail boss or "drover" . s in charge of the entire 

drive; the cook prepared t meals end drove the chuok 1agon; the horse 

wrengl6t"e ere :ployed to look 1'ter t band of horses usually call.eel 

the "sad e band" or "ra:nuda"; !lD.d t 

cattle.42 

co oys did the driving of the 

o:r all t hoss telc1ng rt in the drive, the moat important and in-

terest aractera e the drivers or c boys . Thia heo of modern 

astern stories was a gallant horseman, and Fabin Hood or Captain Kidd 

never led a fre&r life than the cowboy. A vivid desc:ription of his 

ap:paarenoe is g iven 1n the f'ollowing: 

41 

Riding by his side yru find that 1n his dress, manners 
and vi s of living he lives in anath«- orld than yours. 
His home is his saddle and this has ade him put away his 
dress of cloth and put on trousers of enduring leather or 
duck; free fitting flannel. shirt open at the neck, meets 
the need of 1181'l!lth or cold. The big hat, or sombrero, 
borrONed frczn the moan, she.des his :face 1'rtm aeortch
ing heat, and shields it frQll driving rains or pelting 
sleet . And this oo oy lot es the picturesque 1n tam 
and oolcno and accoutrement. About his Uthe 1st is a 
broad cartridge balt from mich dnn es an ivory- he.ndled 
or all't"ar mounted six- shooter i n holster of embossed 
le the • s saddle 1 s his pr14e- 'for it has cost him 
more t the prioe of the just1y rized horse upon which 
it is cine • Over his troueElt"8 he ears the sh and 
eanewhat grotesque "chaps" of hite-:fleeoed Angora skin. 

s boots, box- toed, ourred, creased and French- heeled, 
have high taps quil ted and embroidered and long, strong 
straps pendant on tha a!des; nor 1s this i'oot gear com
plete ithout Jingling spure, steel or brass ar it may 

e silver mounted. A hat band of ven horsehair, 

Street er , .2.£. .£!1. , p . 65 • 
42 

1 I .£!.._., • • 



:plaited. lee:thar or of silver cord a:ri.d with a bright 
colored he.udkereh:l.ei' of generous size carelessly 

. 4"' knotted a.bout his neck, complete h;l.s oOI:ltume. ;;:, 

seeking young .m.en I'U5hed to the cattle country, a.a expressed by Owen 

Wister: 

Saxon boys of p1ek~a. oouraga because none but; 
:pluckiJ boys could survive fr'-:im south an.a. north from to,.m 
$1.ld count.iy. E.'ven~y sort of hc!lle tradition earn,a 'ifl'i"l,h ·them. 
from ·the.ir fs.r birth place. S<m1e had. k11ovm the evenii'lg 
h;ym.n. nt one time, others oould rem.an.be1• no parent or 
teacher earlier th.~1 the stree·ts; some spolrn with the 
gentle i.rnee:nt of Virginia,. others in the dialect -of 
baltGd banns mH1 cod fish; h(l'..i-e au.a there was ·the 
ba:coaL.'iureate already bagimling to for get his Greek 
al:phe.bet but still able to repeat the t,ro notable 
words with which Xenophon always marches u:po11 the 
next s'tac;e of hia journey. fliether to ·l.ih!l cattle 
eountrr they floclced from forliy kinds ot homes, eaeh 
bringing a deadly v:reapon, Yet this tr"lbe did not re .. 
1na:in 1J10·tel:/ hut soon ~ew into o. u.:nit. To begin wit!:!. 
the old sp:I.J'."it burned oJ.ike in all .• tlJs unex:tinguished 
fire of' advan:ture si.nd indeprmdence. 44 

There trere no laws •to adjust; the d1f'f'erence.z between the ocr;i1rboy 

e.n.d tha :parsons wi'th vmom. hs ea.me in eontact in this rang.a country. 

]'rOiil this condition grew t ha fact ·the:!; the word O)~ a cowboy t]';i ven to a 

ca.1pe.nion rras ·the rnoirt binding obligation that; oould exist betrroen men. 

:t:t was mo1"e binding thau. a mortgage or bond beoe.use it needed no law· to 

enforce it. The rnk1.1l r.•1ho t1oulcl viola.to. this obligation was ostracized 

~-·•"• 

Charles Iwa11s, ~ffd;s ~ OklaJ1oma TI1stop2 (Okl~J1omr:1 City,, 1926) p. 147',.. 
44 

Owen -~!iste:r, The 1;volution ur a Cow1JUD.cb.er. Hal"per 1 s 1'laeJ1z.i11e, XC J., 
Seyri;e.mber, 1B's5:" p. 610. - -



45 that he shared the la,rns-t rank in soeiaty •· 

a few dol.lm?s he r:ould divide :tt irl.th anyone in distress, or if' he 

·l;housht t;he pm:son needed it worse than ha did, he vrould give 1'.t; all to 

, . 46 
lll!!l. 

The Jtotmg mOJ.-i t·fuo had been a carrboy had but li'ttle taste for any 

other ocau.pl'i'.tion. I{e lived hard and had but few' com.torts and :fewer 

necessi:bies. He did :not ea:re. :for readi.11g, but enjoyed a praetioal joke. 

Ol~ an;mt-t y story. T'.n.e e°"'iboy had rather i'ichi; 1;ith pistol t11an to :pray. 

He viras i'o:nd of tobacco, wan.en, and liquor. 4:? il1r • .Ridi:uzs, an ex-

eormoy, gave the :f.'olltwdng defenae :for tho couboys: 

nlmtever the faul·c;s am :frailities of the old eo..7-
boys were, aYJtt bang merely men, they must have had 
Itlany, their c.amr:iandable e"uattti!S, habits• ®d everyda:y 
life 1:1111 measure u:p ir..nd stand a favorable test with any 
cl.aso of' moo. 48 

there 11.rithou.t a. eorapanion, she would have bean in the ~est place in. 

the Goverim1ent could have :protected her. 49 

A descrip'tion of' the cowboy would no-t be complete without .mention-

45---
RidiP4?:;S, ER.• cit., p. 2'78. 

4G 
Ibid. 

4.ll-
'.MeGoy, .2J2.• Cit., p. 85. 

48 
llid:i.nf)J • .2.I?.• .2!.l•, p. 302. 

49 
!bid., 1'• 295. 



eq:uipm.ent;. This pony of' the plains nwy not have lookad on -;,i:J.en 

liJ1ont;ezr1ma :teal but he certainly hailed i'ran. Spain.50 It is not kn.Ot\jll 

whithe1· it; was missim1aries or thieves ·i;lJ.a:l; earrietl ·thi:1 ho:r:se called 

erparienceel war and peace, antl of' being stole11t ab~Jidoneti in ·the anovr, 

other ao:perienees.. fr<;l:u these he obtained 6. aharp v1it and a fec.rless 

na:ture. The hoof's of' t1us horse 11ere tough as iron. nri.ii he wugsd the 

Joyous h~/ctle o:e self preservation as stoutly as his :ride:r did .. 51 

The prepa.:ra.tions for the long drive, i.11 1tr;iich these eo".:bcys and 

horseo :played a major re.rt~ hegan in early s:i,ring. L\.t t;hat time the 

drovex· rnimt into the sec·tion oi' the country from ,mien he d~cidad to 

the 01,mer or ~gent .for the delivery at a given place for a cextain 

number of oattle-. 52 ':l.1he ranch!!l.en in gat:!.lsring the stock to fill ·their 

co11tract drrnre together or in drover pa:~'la."".l.ee "rcu;.1.ded up11 a large 

5A 
1toc;.etlle and rralded them in defai:1S0 of their business. fl: 

'"0 
Wist er , 1:£.£.. .ill_. , J?. 609 .. 

151 
Ibid. 

52-
McCoy • .2E.• oi·t;., p. '79. 

133 
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154 
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heard by the cook at t ee o' cl.ock 1n the morn • The resl)onse to the 

call from the cook s according to one cowboy : 

To that reveille there could be no delaying, for 
drowsiness was on.e of the seven deadly sins of a o 
<:-amp . Its penalty s di ssa1 and dismissal :fr 
ttround up" meant disgrace. The o boys rolled out , 
draw on boots and trousers, 1.r they had tak the 
latter arr , and ouchily or ples.santl.y , acoording to 
the nature of the man, rolled up and tied the bedding 
and lurched out to the chuck gon. . Seven or eight 
minute.a rarely ten ware allO!.fed for the m&a.1. . 55 

The cowboys ere divided into f'our groups far- the rounding up . 

One up ·in chax~e of day hards, one to go front, one to the left, 

end one to the right. The 1 f't and r 1.ght groops ere called circle 

ridors.56 The circle riding cove steep ridges, slippery cliffs, 

wind rav a, j ed hills and cros boery creekS . 57 But the boy 

bad to ent r such places orda- to drive everything that makes a eow 

Moon as the appropriate time tor dinner, but dinner on a "round 

up' snot a leisurely m • It as a case o~ eating the eat est 

quantity of :food the short est possible time . The range ridar may 

he.v d n sand ch and a ip fro a co tract i n the marsh. But he 

probably did not t to bother w1 th e. bundle so just buckled up his 

belt another notch or t o, or ehewed the end o:r h is r hide ro ich 

1s t cl.a.ssio ay of desor1bing a "no di!lller and m.id-n 0 
t supper" di et .• 

55 
Francis Rolt- ealer, !a!~ ,9J_ C 'boys, (Boston, 1921) p . 335 . 

56 
Ibid., p . 341. 

57-

.!!:?JA· 
58 

Rendall R. Howard , ~ Passing 2!. ~ Cattle Kin The Outlook , 
XOVIII, May 27, 1911, :p . 200. 
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After the rounding up ae completed, the "cutting out" and 

branding process wae the next mov ant in the preparation :for the 

Torthern. drive. In the "cutting out", the oo is and calves rare driven 

in om group, the strays 1n one, and the "beeve tt or cattle to be 

driven u:p north in e. third up. 

Imnediatel.y after the cattle were divided, the calves ere 

bran ed. In br d , the ro_par ca~t a bleating and ight ned calf 

by the t back legs, took a t st 1th tha lariat rope around the 

horn of the saddle and ed the little oal.f in the direction of the 

fire . o other m grabbed the oalf and held it. The brand rushed 

av f:rom the fire with a red hAt iron and in a f strokes th brand 

wa put on . 60 

traveler me.y have thought this proces of ssa.rtng an. y big 

brand deep into the :lr hides nnd hacking ott a big fr ct ion at' ch ear 

as heartless and useless. The fol l 1ng proved 1 ts use according to 

Mr . ard of t e Outloo 

historic , tender art · humanitarian ed S 
Mo erick ceme frcm Boston to Texas to e his fortune 
in cattle raising. Ile trust d b.umanit end s cattle 
and calves carried their ears and their hides as nature 
lla.d g iven tlle • Th cato up of · vericks slick 
ears became VSI!'J popular among the orldly, get rich 
quick, b itious stoclanEll or the section . This story 
became sectional parlance and today ebster tells us 
that a · erick is a "bullock or heifer that ha.e n.ot 
been branded and is unclaimed or ild. "61 

The cattlemen took great pride in knowing hundreds o:f different 

brands at a ance, and hnd a mania for branding everything in sight . 

On :f'en.ce posts, spur straps . saddles , boots, pistol hen.dies, would 

60 
Rolt- lhealer, .21?.• ill.•, p . 347. 

6-1 
Howard, lac . cit . , p. 198. --
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The last preparation before the herd atru:tad. north ·uas lo~ding the 

elm.ck wagon. After it tcms loaded, it contained several saddle-a and 

horse blark'l(ets,. a CHffillP kettle, coffee pot, bread pa".:t, tin cups, mess 

chest co:ntinining the :food, sleeping blankets, an ox yoke, a log chai.'!'J. 11 

le.st but no·b loo.st several std.es crl bacon. To this ver~r 1rrpo:i:1ta."11t food 

the cowboys dedicated the :poem., nTo a Bacon Rind 11 by "E. A. 11rininstoo1 

which reads aa follows: 

l"Je packed you alonG when we tamed the in.la west, 
You helped r::;1 .. ease the 1i'J'E~l for the breve pioneer, 
Of all ·the grub carried you SU?e was the best, 
VJe stuck ·to and snore by you year a.fter year. 
'I'he COWI.ilt.lt"'l came in and your sm.orJ ol 'hide , 
.An' savory smell '1::Ja.3 t he buckaroo's friend, 
On f'ires of sage1)rtlSh your slices were fried. 

3 An• out on the roulld up Ji'fQU stuc'k 't;o -the end. 6• 

After tJ1 e drover had evor,Jthin.g ready t he secured a bill of sale 

from each ra.ncbn:!an fram n'hon1 'bhe stock tJtu:i purchased. The bill of 

of a bill of .sale trns 1,mc:h like ~'1Y}?tie..n hieroe;ly:phic!. The more e. 

northern man looked al; it, the less he lmen about it. But it r1as 

necessary for the drovar ·r,o have it or he might have been arrested as 

( 4: 
a thief.' 

JLs the hard -nraa started north, the pm.•·ticipa:nts took ·their 

designa:~ed places in the drive. 'I'"ne drover OI' trail boss took the 

lead follo~ted. by the chuclr 1;u1gon. The herd of cat·Ue followed behind 

x~Iontgomery-!1£osier-l3ethel, Grov.rth .2f_ Oklahoma. 1 ( Oklahoma CU;:r, 1935) 
p. 120. 

63 
J?el:z.ar, ~· £11•, p. 55. 

64 
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t n. The cowboys re divided into pointers, ng men, flank 

men and drags and their positions ere: the point men ,, usually old 

and experienced hands, dlreated the herd at the front; the gm 

followed direoting the f'ront sides; the f'lank men directed the be.ck 

sides, aJJd the or " een horns" drove at the end . In the rear, 

there al: s a goup of lazy, slo or 18Ule cattle and this post of 

"bring up the " the most disagreeable or all since t 

ridare ere exposed to the dust raised by the entire her.cl, 65 ch s 

from one to TI o tbousand head of cattle. In the l ater dri es the hards 

con.slated of' five or s:u: thousand head of cattle. 66 

The first t days the cu.stan a to do hard driving . The three 

reasons for this e : first , to et the stock oft of the accustomed 

raJ18e wherein they in the country and ere much harder to keep under 

control than hen on strange ground; second, to "br " or accustan 

th to be driven; aDd third, to tire t by hard travel ing so 

they ould want to lie down at night fal l instead of running oft. 67 

The herd beoam.e "broken" to follow tbe trail . Certain cattle took th e 

l ead B.lld othars ,-ould eel.act certain places in the line. These cattle 

could be seen ev-ery d at their poet marching along like a column of 

soldiers during the entire journey unless they became lame and uld 

e to fall back to the end of the l ine . 68 A herd. of one thousand 

cattle ld stretch out over a distance of fran one to t mileB, and 

s a very beautitul sight, res bling a lo strip of dark-red velvet 

65 
Dale • .2lt. .ill,. , p • 66 • 

66 
Streeter, .21?.• .s,t., p . 67 . 

67 
cOoy, .22• .£!1•, p. 83 . 
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carpet th e. de border of ee-.a grass . 69 

A day's drive ould not average more than f1t"teen miles the 

70 animals ould "drift" rather than travel, feeding as they go. 

The drive was a rather pl sent :fair as long as the ther s 

agreeable, but en e. atom came the skill and bravery of a c boy s 

put to a test as described by • oCoy, a cattl end histori8ll ot 

that ti e, in the foll 1.ng: 

fuen the night is inky dark nd the lurid lightning 
f .l es its zig zag course across the heavens and the 
coarse thunder jars t . e a th, the wind moans .fresh and 
11 valy over the prairie, the electric halls dance from 
tip to tip of the oe.ttle horns, then the positiOll of t 
co-wboy is f'a:r more trying tbe.n romantic . en the atom. 
breaks overhead the lee.st unusual ocourence, such as the 
breaking of a dry weed or stick, or a sudden and near · 
f'lash of lightning will start the hard, s if by gio , 
all at an instant upon a 1ld rush end to the horse 
ar man that may be in their path. The m ent the herd 
is off the cowboy turns his horse at full speed down 
the retreating column and seeks to get up beside the 
leader, which he does not attanpt to stop suddenly but 
tnrns than to the right or left and gradually CUI"V'&B 

th into a circle, unt 11 the ole herd is rushing 
wildly round and round on as snail a piece or ground as 
possible for th to occupy.11 

The drovea considered the cattle did thansel ve great injury by 

circle, which was termed "milling" 1n cOo1Jboy 

the cattle ould el dOVlll and finally stop as by the ca boys 

standing at a distance and hallooing and singing to them. 72 Singing 

hymns to Texas steers as the pecul.iar torte Of a genuine o oy, but 

69 
Bunton, .21?.• ill•, p . 38 . 

70 
use Executive Documents 7, part III, 48th Cong. 2nd Session, XX, 

p. 170 . 
71 
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··the !':m!r1t of tX'UE) piet.,1 did n.ot exist in t·ha. sentiment 73 Sa11:e ~ ~ . . ' 
of' the Q6n0s nrs not vary c aaplimentary to the ·cat.tle as cpres.sed in 

th1~ vers:0.: 

My t~et are in t ha E.rtirrups 
.l a.r.11 seated 1n my saddl$ 
As l ride nround, 74 
These a ... - old cattle.· 

It was fortunate the cattle· were: not musicians tO'J! had they been 

saJB or t.hese songs might have started anothi3r stampede. Each cowboy 

was uaus.lly singil:!..g a ditfer.ent song and not ahiays in the correct 

V5 key. 

Of't,en the hovil of a coyote or otlu»:' wierd noise. caused the b.eri. to 

start in. a panic strick&n ru.sh.'16 'The herd of Wilbur 1.1-ihit-e, a drover. 

wa~ near !Ueldt.a Palls one n1g,."1t when it stamped.ad .• apparentl.y With .. 

out any reason, But the next dey the negro cook, in helping collect 

the seattet•ed bunehee:,, saw one of' ·the steers trith a tanato can on i.ts 

foot. Th~. tomato can had made au.ch a pecul.ie,r no1Se in hi,ttug th$ 

(Wound that the whole ri..srd stampGded.77 

Another ha,:o.ship aur:rered by t~ participants 1n t~ lang 4r11" 

?3 
Ibid. 

74 
R1d1nga •. .21?.• cit • ., P•· 556. 
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i:.1as the need for vm.ter as in the drive in t'Jhioh JiIJ.dy Mems was a eo1J1boy., 

'rhe i"orenmn. had scouted a fu.11 day iil e:c:ve.nce of the herd. in quest o:r 

vrater. On his ret'l..11'n he informed the {i'J'OUl' -thai; s. c~r drive uas a 

head o.f them, as it rma si:rl;l miles to the naxt wet~ and reports re

garding the ·water supJily after arid stretch Wer'e eonf'licti:ug. ~rhe 

herd traveled fiftee:u miles ·the first day, mil no trouble was ~x.pe~ 

i•enced the f'irst night;. but r.rf1ter was too precious ·to be laviah t'lith 

so the 'boys shook the dust. frcm their c1othin.g anc1 '>r1ei1t unwashed. The 

second night t1ithout vmte:r:, the cattle: ware more slot1ly in. Hbsddirg n 

for the night .. Dofrt or the e01:vboys didn't get e..n. hour's sleep. The 

third da;J 11ms one of torrid het.:tt. and the eattle's sullen lowing surged 

through from. laad t.o end and back again in a J)itious appeal. The only 

relief the cowboys could off.er the cattle was to travel them. slowly • 

.By noon t,he expectt:n.t w-0ter hole vJas l"eaehed b1:rt there was only enough 

water for tr.a horses. HoldinG the herd the third night required all 

nhand.s~. The next morning the heat was almost unbel:ll'a.ble. Before a 

mile had been tre_veled -t;ha loo.de.rs turned and. the cattle eongt"ega..ted 

into a mass of ill'.ll1'.!.6nae;oable e.nin:ro.ls •• milling s.ni.'l lowing in their raver 

w1d thirst. Jli'ter wasting e0vare:l hours in tliis mru:mer t 'i;hey finally 

turned back ov,er the trejl and. ·t,lle u:bmost ef.fort of every man failed 

to check then. Six slloot;ers ·wero discharged in their .faces, y.et they 

disregarded tbis end (Ngry other d.0.vice., and then :for the first time 

a fact da~'l1ed on the eur1bo:;,rs that matte cold chills ru:n down their 

spi.'le, ·the herd was .goine bl1~1<1. The cattle ,Jere ritlowed to return to 

the last rm.ter hole they h.ad i:assed, traveling night and day until 

th SJ,~ reached the JJ?.ke.s. Then :~ 'r;reatl'."'11'.'ll rout.e was follQ"fmd to ·the 

\ 



The Inclians dealt the drivers, a great deal or tr.oui.')le. They 

would n1a,ke certain demands of the .ct.rover and 11' ·thei.r demands for 

cattle w m.o:ne:ir were not met• they 1Uro'Uld run among the cattle causing 

79 
a stam_pede.. It the whites f'!'.31 t s.trone; enouc;h, they put up a figb.t 

and drove the Indians oi'f 01~ eo.mproro.1sed by c;ivi:ne; the-..n. a few head. 

A desc1'i.ption of one 1:nsta..11.ce 'UBS rela·ted by a cowboy in "the f'ollO,tliv..g 

s·tory: 

One dey uh an FE:r. Shane• a drover , and his C-!"Av ... 
boys were ch~t v.ing across Indian Terr1·!;01·-y ·with. a large 
herd, they met about four hundred Com ... ,nche Indians. 
They were evidently on i;he vrar path but as the traU 
boss explained hu:t:-riedly to Mr. Shane., it ,11as not 
likely ·1thay were out a.ca.inst the w?iites. 11'hey· ,;Jer.e 
probab~· on a f'oz•ey aer~inst another tribe. ~''Keep 
your hands off' 'n your e;uns boys ,fl the trail t:>osa 
war:i.1ed. "Ii' ony one ehoots we will all be scal:ped. :r 
'!-he Coma"!lches took no no·tiae of t;he ootiboys but 
qui0tly end methodicalljr killed ·tvien.ty-five of t!le beeves, 
skinned them, right there, eating the flesh ravr, with 
'blood running d cr.:m -their f'aees. The ti"a.il boss, who 
o ould speal~ CQUJ.0llche • ask the ohi.ef' :L'or damages. The 
wa.1' chief dropped hia eyes and refusod '.GO ru11.si:rer,. Mr. 
Shane rode up ·t;o the lead to point tho herd, but .as 
soon aa the cowboys started the herd, the Indians 
bunched in :Cro:ut of i ·~ e.nd held the herd back. ITav-
ing teasted., the lndia1w wanted theii• i'Un and th;a.y 
s1,e11t an hour in feats of horsemE1.J.-,,ship and in shootine 
arroi'JS tiu~o-ag'h the beeves. i 1h.ey killed another thir-ty 
1'or pure spol.'t. J.l-.i'ter this had a;one on for a r:hile 
the mu" Chief gave an 01~d.01~. The young braves drew 
aside and rode on their way to battle nith their 
enem.ies e:~ which, as Shane lea1~ned later, -~h~;( were 
badly def eat ea. end half their nUl'.l!ber killed .• ov 

'.Most ot the cmttlem.an undertook the long drive 1:rith the h"lloi:'-rledge 

tJa,at trouble coold be expected no.l"th of 'the Red Hiver. rJ:hetJ prepared 

t-Ina::r Adam.a, The Lor,: o:E' a Cowboy (Boston, 1927) p. 54-64. -~---- ,-.,. 79 
Streeter, .2..U.• .ill•, p. 74. 

80 
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for it by ta.king along a su:pply of firec1.rms and ~r11u .. nitio·n and by hir-

·the l"'Clughes'l; ehm'.'acters on the frontier. Some of the d.l•overs @ployed 

;pmfessimw .. l [J1Ill119"il to accol'l.pan;y· their herd as an ox',.;:ra preca.u·tion.81 

- 82 
'J:b.e Creek Indians were the most friendly tml!"c:rd the cowboys. 

The river crossine;s 11Jere sources of trouble to the drivers, es~ec-

ially wb.en heavy l?"d..irt caused 'the :l::'ivers to rise. 'l1he ca:t·Ue were 

usual.l::t taken across in group.s of' tv;enty-five or thirty* The conboys 

took off thei:i~ al othing and one swem his horse ahead of the herd l'Jhile 

othe1·s rode alone the sides and end. Su.-netimes E herd v:~s driven 

across 1:ri"thout lrn:y trouble. A~ othe:.e times, the cattle 1:rnuld :reach the 

83 
opposU;e shore and get frightened: @d turn back. In u moment, the 

litill. In this procedure it 1:.ms :a-aeessa~r fortl1e boys to 1.eave their 

backs of the cattle. The cottonwocxl trees on. the shore ,'Je:re usually 

One otl::!er cause of trouble alo:ng tlle drive ,ms ·that o:l stealing 

81 
Street el"', .$?.• . ci·~. , l'. '75 .• 

82 
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cat'tle by white outlaws. This nevet' oceurrerJ. verJ ci'ten, but ;;then :it 

did t b.ere were usually several lcilled ~ incl. udi~ both ca:Jboys and out-

lans.85 

T'li.e entire drive did not consist of hardships; sem.etime-s the boys 

T,Tiulcl enjoy a q_uiet evening a.round tlle ornnp ftre singing co1,,rboy scmgs 

and 'belling jokes. 

A few 1,f t h-e jok:as th&J told accordiag to E .. E. Dale, au a:r-cowboy 

a.'1d ktsto:rien of the eattle ind.ustey, v.rere: 

.A c~c..·bo~- went 111 'i-0 a ea:fe &"le. ordered a steak. 
'J:he steak the i1&1 treas brought him was rather rare. 
1J1lan the cotrhoy discovered ·this re.roness he said, 
r~'laitress take this back and cook it. I"ve seen. 
them. eet ,.,,ell that were hurt 001>se ·11:i. ffi1. that • a 

Another steak stOT"ff he told was: 

Four boys ue:re in a oof'e OJ:."dering steaks. The 
first hoy said he wanted his rare; the second said 
ve1ry rare; ·the third m~dered axtrem.el;; rEU"e. so 
the fou1-th said,. ttey Gosh? just ctip::_:;le .mine and 
drive him 'i:; hrougb. .. 'If 

'i'1t:i.io .ronmntie stories that passed arounz1 tile eari1p f'ire were; 

At ~ dance ona night a girl refused to dance with 
cowboy Jim and said lle ·was dru .. :nk. ;n.u told the 
girl to go to h---. r.rhe girl told her brother. 
Hor brothar told Jim to apologize or he would blovr 
his hoa.d off'. .Jim apologized in the f'ollo1;.,'ing way• 
w1uss., I been thinki11g it over. Attar all you 
don't need t,o fJ) to ll--, your brothsr 8...'ld I llave 
made d.ifi'erent arrangtiments. 

One tiroo a corHboy was walking with a girl. he had 
just lllOt. Tb..e girl said, i,;r 6,uoss you own thousands 
01.' cattle. w T'ne co,iboy replied, '1Ho, I belong to the 
ffiost crooked cow· raneh in Ter0.a. n86 
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END OF Tfm 'J!l,.,li!L 

Ohapter Four 

When the cowboys met th&· Kan.sans it t1as a. meeting of" two distinc.t 

tyt>ee at people. The cowboys regarded the. Ks:nsane as D.6.I'l:'C1'l, 1ntolerant .. ~ 

pEnlny•piltching:t Yankao a'bolit1on1:ats., 87 LTlllabiti:ng a land vmere ea.oh 

tam.Uy ns c-onf :med to a patty hundred and sixty a-ere claim, -ri-hile in 

their oti:n oountl"Y e-very man mea~ed his land by leagues or squ,-are 

· · mile$.~s The very qualities. which made the people of lte.nsas great in 

t:h•1r own. eatime:t iOn sueh as thrift,, and a sincere belief' in the rights 

ot ·the ne.g;ro, VJM'e in the eyes at the Texans, little better then vices 

. . . 89 
and weaknesses: .. 

s.s.:. 

The Kansans re-ga.rcted. the men of 1Pexas aecOl'ding to one historian. 

· A rough,. \dld, lo.wlesa,. set who rod~ hiard ~ swore 
hard, and fea:red neithEr- Ood nor J;rian. The hot soutbEn"n 
blood ~ skill. in the use of fir-& arms branded them in 
the eyes of the Kansans as clE1Itgerous killers .ana. the 
latter l1inted quite pl.ainly that e,l"l too ·many ot th& 
'l'exans wer-e the deeendants. o:f men who had fl.ad beyond 
the $abin.e to esoape th$ p,enalty :for wime coomitteEt 
eli;;e,whe:re .. 90 · 

?lb.en the hel"d vraa near~ tha shipping point it was the custom to 

locate the cattle on S01l1e grazing land. near the village 'Wltil a buyer 

was fou.nd.9l 



The. pr.airio gra.z.i11f;; lends near Abilene, .Kansas, whe.r& the 11.ems 

eu.ltiv~ted. They did no.t have t'eno~s, so to 1:m1.~lt t.he boundaries of 

the'1r homestead, ·they plo-:red a furro,11 around. it .•. 92 Tha. gl'anccrs were 

·001-:i.pelle,d to 11$1:l oow ohips :tor fuel because there was not a:1.1y thriber in 

the country a1:cept a fev, co·ttonv1ood.s which grer.v !Jlong the streams. Due 

to the fact that buyers wars plentiful n:nd the eattla sold fast, the 

gr,ansers were acttve emon.g the herds,. asking the cattle.men to 'b-ed 

cattle o:a their land so t hoy could get. t!1e: 'J111ps for fu..el, fb.e g;range~s: 

figured that a herd at' one thousand cattle rrnuld leave am,ugh chips on 

tl:ua ground ,.n one night to r;ive them tive h1.ll1dred. pou.'rlds of fuel wliioh 

would be dry in a t,;n1 .days. 95 

The story is t 01<1. of n ecr.rrboy nomed Jack Potter, uho vm.s lost from 

b:is group one n1glit and rod.e up to one of those gre.ngi!Jr du.gouts and 

down into one room about sixteen. i'ee·h squ..1.Te. In th.is rocm there was a 

and ·the boys t1re11t to slee:r;, on ·bh:e bed. :1u1 of tlli:;1 t :I.me J"ack was 

t!:ie mother pi eked 1.r~ the tvro boys and sat them ov~1· in "tha corner, 

would. occupy tha bed. She a!!d her hus be.ncl werrb U!) the steps. J'ack 

~ 
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he awoke the next; morning he founcl himself si'tt ing in the co:r-110r i;;i th th,) 

the man replied, Hfi'if'ty cantsn. But ns .Jack rode mw .. y he tlrr•mv doi:'n.t 

five dollars because he said he had learned. thin0;;s that night he- 1rTould 

:never' forget. Jnek en.decl his 1:rtor;:T by saying. m1111at couple would prosper 

any-v<ihere even on tho (h~y plains of Kansas. 94 

J\.f'.t er the cattle were a old to t; ha buyers, the cowboys uould c\.SS1 st 

in gettinc; thaa i11to the railwey cars. I.n lee.ding the cattle, the 

stoor 'i1,as prodded or :runched,. J?r@11 this cu.stoa :Eiz,st arose the term, 

95 
nGOH p1.i;,--:cher1

' which later becaue &ppliod to cowboys iu general. 

'.i'he 11trua blue 11 001:rbo:1r 1JS.s so:r-ry to see the last steer L'J.s1de the 

9r1 
profii;s ,,vere assured a,1d ·th0 conboy hn.d earned a holiday. 1 

Jl.f'ter settling 1.,;fith his em.11loyer .Jnd receiving his back pay, ,shic.h 

shop a:nd lm.d a thl~ee to six months e;rowth of hair cut o1'i' and his long 

!bid., p. 26-4 .. 
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a neu ;:;1a:n in o.utnard apnettrnnce, nith ev0r:rthi11g being nevr not exaeptiJJ.g 

'l'hc1 bar-roou, thEo tb.entre, the 138.hibling roo.1111 the 
1n.i.·tJ(.h.·~t house.,. the dance hall, each and all come in to1"' 
their full share of' 6t1,;ention. .In ur,:y of these :places 
an atf'ront or a. .slight , real or imaginary, is cause 
encrJ{th fcy hL--n ro e:n.liniber one or more "m.oun.tain howitzersn, 
invariably fmnd. strs.p:;;ed to bis person, a.nd p1"0ceed to 
c1.eal out death in unbroken doses to such as ma:7 he in 
re.nee of his pistols.,. i·rhether friends o:r- ene..ruies, no 
mrrt·t;e:r:, his anger. £L'1d bad nhisky, u.rce him 011 to deed.$ 0£ 
blood and death. 99 

,mys to be i'ound a larc.a m.unbe:r of men and lICo.en of the very worst elass 

in the universe. 'lhese were described b:;r one historia:n as: 

Be.i11r;s without r1hom the vrnrld v1ould be better, 
richer~ f;.nd more desirable. 1:Jhen the darkness of :n1e;ht 
is come to sl:1roud ·!;heil"' ()J'.'gies from pul1lic gaze, these 
:siserohle beinc~s (Sether into tlle halls of the den.ca 
house and "trip the fantastic toe 11 to i;_iretched music. 
In this vortex of dissin1crtion the average cov.1bo:r pllmrses 
nith crea::t; delight .100 -

The cowboy entered the dance hall with a :peculiar zes"'t:;~ not stopping 

to re:;1ove his romb:rero, s:purs or p,istol. A :more c cmical sieJ1t was not 

at an angle oi' :forty-f'ive e,\~Tees, his huge spurs jingling at every 

his eyes lighted up with excitemarit, liquor, and lust; he plunged in 



of the floor 'f'or an. entire: circle. L'l the ubalanee all" he would give 

a loud yell whieh sounded like tlle war whoop ot a savage ·znt11.s.n ... rrnen 

the "waltz to the ba:r" · was played, the cowboy tms raquirad to treat hie 

partners s:n.d at cou:rse himself also which he did not hesitate to do t :tme 

and till'..e a.gain, although es.eh drink cost fifty oentfiJ. And this w.as the. 

may the cow-boy spent his ha.rd ~ed .dollars .101 

During the year.s of l8S7, *GS; t&9 .t ·•70. and '71~ Abilene was the 

leading shipping point for Te:tPaS -cattle.,. and it was in this small city 

that the c®rboy oeleb:ratsd the _end of the drive. Abilene t!lELS named for 

a city in the Bible but after the cettle market opened ·l.hel,'e, the name 

was not ~rem.&lY a:p:propx-iate. · In the early days the tough district 

was a mile and a halt' north o:r tcn'lll· and consisted of twent7-nve or 

thirty one•story- :r:reme: houses ~Ii th ten to twenty rooms in ea.ch hOuse. 

After McCoy 'beiaeme Mayor, a. t1--aot ot land in the east p.art at tOt'm was 

proeured tor these houses. The dist~iet wa'e aalled "hl:eO:Oys Mdition't 

~by ·some people, and "Dev1l' s Half'.,.Acren by otb.ers, 102 

Th.eve was but 11,tt1.e atte:apt to control the latdessnees the first 

two seasons., Tlier& was no municipal. govermnant • no jail, and no ef'feetive. 

;police system.. heryone had a right to be drunk,. to g8tllble· tthen .and 

vmere hG please~• ar1l to carry and di:scltarge f1rearnus.. 1'111.d shoU.ts and 

pistol shots. kept the orde.r1y eit.i~ens 1n 1'$lr day end night during thoee 

l03 two years-. 

In 18G9 a local gOVer:ani.ent ,.ras established in Abilene. At that 

101· 
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ti::ne there we:re thirty-two saloons in the to1r;,n a.:-id crime flourisl1ed 

esre~~'foere •104 The hoard of trustees 1.snued, a,n ordi:na:nce d,ecl.a.r-ing that 

no 0-ne had the right to carr-:1 firearms. The ordinance was print ed. and 

posted. 11:t.e 001:1-:llan were determ:ined. this would not be enf'oroet1 and shot 

to pieces the copies '.;hat ·?rare l)OStoo..105 

A jail -:.vf::.S started in Abilene under the su.pervi.aion of' this nt:Wr 

government, but a cro-..:1d of cov1boys tore it down. tater the place was 

rebuilt with U1.e help of' a strong gua,,1..·d on duty at all times. A negro 

cook for a trail herd grou:9 wa~l the first occupant, but the trail drivei-s 

torse dorm the d.oo:r; roseueo. their cook and thereby their daily meallir.106 

One :marsbal after another resigned in despair,. and two polieanon im.-

ported fra,1 St. Louis were so mnazod and afraid o:r the lawlessness that 

Jelley left for home on the first train.107 

The i'.irst nnrshul to maintai.11 peace and order was Tom Si"'Uith,. who 

had sor<;ecl as marshal in swerul tmms along the trnion Pacific as it 

rr.::-u,1 b,eing built.108 

'l'om Snith"s firErt action in b.1s campaign on lm'flessnes.s was to en-

foree the ordinance. E'l[,'ninst carrying gnn.s. He secured the help of the 

bus:tri.ess men end persuaded the proprietors of the hotels to use thair 

sates as depositories far the pistols of ea.ttle drivers and other 

guests. The Texas cattle ovmer$ a..11.d local morchauts gave him their 

support.l.09 

105 
Streeter, .22.• ,ill.,,. p. 85. 

106 
Pelzer• 22.• eit., p. 56. 

1017 
Ibid. 

108-
Straeter, .212.• cit., p. 86 .• 

109 



two :reaacm.s i'or riding the horse; first, as he rode down the midtlle of 

the street he t?i:mld more ea..sily see a.:nyone waiting ahead o:f.' hiTJ.t or 

a:9proaching from behind; encl second, he said it 1.:-rr,s more di:~:tcttlt to 

shoot a man who 1s riding tJ-mn one on ·:foot. Tl::.is brave marshalt who 

110 deserves fil"St place in. t11o gallery of' frontier l'J.Srshal, vms killed 

.i'iva r10-11ths after ho accepted the positio.nt vrhile att:empting to arrest 

a dosp,c)rate cb.m:o.cter .lU 'i111irty ... four ye,;;.rs later the eiti.zer.s of 

In the yeor of 18'11 the Jl . .t-ohison. To}?eka a:nii Santa Fe :Railway 

built v1e0ii. f1'!Jm. F,n1po1~ia to I::\'ewtan.114 Aa ~1 ratnJ.lt Hewton becruno a 

cattle tm1n.. O:ne 1?.istorian has 1i,rH;te11 the:,t t::ie li.fe o'Z Ne,;rton as a 

&ctivity. h3 thE} result of one misunderstand, elwen men lost their 

·110:--~~--·---...,,,_•r•,,.._ 
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Wichita was the n~"'t cattl·3 to-ifn. fu 1872 the Atchison,, Top-eka. 11 and 

c2lttle, or one hm1dred twenty-f'ive ear loads-. An aver-a:5-'8 of ten cars an 

honx• <Could be J.oaded.117 

Uich:L ta cont inu.ed to be t ha l.eD.ding cattle nierkat through 1874 and 

1875 whe:.n e. large p~t Gf the trade shirted to Doo.ge City.ll.8 

rrb.o raost impcrtant of o.ll cow tovms was Dodge City 'J1hieh for ts 

~renrs was the greatest cattle :m.m.-ket in the worla.119 

The story is told tllRt a drunken cowboy g,-ot on a Santa Fe train e.t 

Me..'l'ton. :Vht:.n the Oa.aductor asked hira: for the fa't'e., the- cowboy handed 

;11Ihe boy .replied., *•'.fc H--..... H 'i:1:i.e Co11duetor kept m,ro dollars and fitty 
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· lZO cents of ld.s mt1.noy and told hi.E, to got off trt Dodge Gity. · 

Suell stories 12.s tlv,yi;; a11d wild nirJrt; life gave :Dodgtc, Cit:r the ro-

tfuei:1 Ed.die FcrtJ a11ct Jim Thompson,, noted stac;-e cca;iedb.ns in the year 
\ 

o.f' 1078,. pus:Jed n:r 1?. large :,ilG c,f bcnsa locate<:1. i:u. ·the ad.g.e of Dodge 

protection some oz the beat peace oi'ficera of tht:!t pi::,riod. kaong these 

also ar1onc these office1•s D~n Dnni(';ls :rho,. acoor<i.ine to Theodore 

J.looseveU, was one of the brt=tirest rrmrshals en the frontler •123 

tthere thooo were buried ,;;:fho died rn:bh thetr boots 011 and /J.nother for 

12:4 cemetery· in :population.. 
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.Af'ter a fefiir days of frolic and d.ebaucher:J in ·bhese wicked c~:ttle 

tor,n1.s, the cowboy wr:s re:Jdy in cam.pax1y with his car.ll"ades to start back 

to Texas. with not one dollar of his summ.er's tmges in his pocket •125 

Err. McCoy made exceptions to this in ·t;he following: 

•ro 'this rather hard dra.vm pictm•e of the cowboy 
there are many creditable exoeptioi1s, but it is idle to deny 
the :fact that the wild reckless conduct of the c011boy d1ile 
dru.nk, in con.'1.ection -vn.th that of the worthless northern 
renegades mve brought the personnel of tha Texas cattle 
trade into ereat disrepute a.n.d filled many B'['nves 11! th 
victims. But by far tll0 lm·ger portion or those killed are 
of th,Sst class that can be spared without detriment to the 
good mcrale~ and respectability of hum.a.nity.126 

As some historian.s hz:ve stated, the co-,.:1boy :bad e. yearninc to cet 

back ·to the f:::"1.~ee,t sea of ·bossing horns, to the feal of' tlle sa&lle, to 

the g,Teat ~ free open lii'e of' the 1,1:t:nga., and to the eountr-y- lihere 11J:Jury 

me not on the lone :prair--eeH vro.s t1B fevorit.e song.127 Eone ccokL"lg 

had a bie; c:ttructio1:1, but the calf ribs broiled before the camp fire. 

the Du.tell oven cooked loins. sweet bre1:.tds, coffee that tested o:f ti:n, 

csnd s~oke, and tho corn 111::Jnl uiscui ts were f'ocdf! th.e. t 11ould elxrays 

b:ri.ug the co~fboy back. That trail cook's call et ea:,l:iest datm seemed 

12" to a,;·1akan .no:r·e a:rrpet 1te ix, the co,Jboy tha21 a \:!ell set breakfast• 0 
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DEC OF TI- LONG DRIVES 

Chapter ive 

There ere several causes for the decline or t e long drives or 

cattle from Te:ms to Kansas. Thia decline began 1n the 80' s of t 

nineteenth century . 

The quarantine la s passed by the northern states ns one of the 

reasons for the close of the drives. The one affecting the · axan 

eattl en the most as the Kansas quar&1tine 1 ich as passed by the 

Kansas Le isle.ture and becmne a l aw arch 12, 1885. This law stated 

that : 

In t trail of any person charged with the viola
tion of sny or t provisions of t his act , and 1n t 
trial of any oivil action brought to recover damages 
tor the co cat ion of Texas, splenic, er Spanish 
fEJVer , proof that the eattla which suah person is 
charged i th dri vi or keeping violation of l a , or 

ich are claimed to have camnun1c tad the s id disease, 
ware brought into this state between the first day at 

ch and the first day or Decanber o-r the yes:r in which 
the offense s ccmnitted, or such oause of action arose , 
from south 01' the thirty-seventh parallel of north 
latitude, shall be taken as prims. :fae1e evidence that 
such cattle ere ca ble or caimunieating end liable to 
:unport Texas , eplan1c• or Spanish fever, ithin the 
mean of this a.ct , ond that the owner or owners or 
persons 1n charge or such cattle bad full knowledge nnd 
notiee thereof at the time of the co ssion or the 

leged ottense. The Violation of the act is made a 
sdsneanor, punishable by a tine of not less than 

100. no more than 2000, er by 1m.prisom:umt 1n the 
orunty jail not less than t rty days end not more than 
one year, or by both such 1"1ne and prisanment •129 

It w s considered by a majority of the mbers or congress at that 

tirie that the quarantine laws were passed because of cania.ercial and 

acoucmic reasons . These reasons ere· t'irst, they did not ant th e 

canpetition of the Texas cattle; second, they found out the Texas 

129 
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cattle "ate out" the ss upon ran es w ch for yea.rs past t bey had re-

garded, as by prescriptive r ht, their ; third, the contact of 

their herds 1th the Texas herds tended to depreciate the breed of their 

catt.le, owing to the fact t t the Tsms herds usuelly contained a cer

tain proportion of Texas bulls . l.!30 

In some instances the oattla passing by the homesteader's !am. 

ould tear do the fences and destroy the crops . As the drove of 

cattle ent by, the farmer ould be mounted on a plow horse, anned w1. th 

a pitchfork, helpin to ru the cattle alo , d ding damages and no 

doubt th1rst1 for the life or the co oy •131 The term.er also believed 

in rd la , f.lild tlnt to the oattl en s unpardonable sin.132 

The cattleman tr! d to keep moving est d and to stay out of the 

p th of t han.estea.der but the ban.est dor kept pressing onward , 

Rail axtans1on added another big chapter to the story of the 

dis ppenrance of the est r i;e . Aft er bein:i; built, the millions 

invested in railroads d to earn 1 ge dividends . They received these 

dividends by boosting the land and resources of tho 001.mtry and as 

result started a i'lood of' nawc era.133 Thasa newcanera ere told end 

showed that t eir presence s not wanted 1 the land of the cattle 

kings, but the battl e a fought and won by the n comer . 134 

In the year of 1883 the barbed re fence came into use hich s 
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another t damage to the cattle industry as stat ed by one historian 

in the f'ollowing: 

The storms o.f ar, t he mud holes ot spring end · 
the droughts of SUJ?lller s pilled l oss to mmy a ranchman , 
but it as not that 1ch put an end to the open r Elll8e, 
nor was 1 t <JVEll the (!r dual encroacl::lment of the small 

anger e.nd later the dry farmer . It , as an enemy more 
insidious, more stealthy then these, lllh ioh crept up eek , 
'by eek , nth by month, y esr by year, 8.lll first restricted 
then blotted out the cowboy lite of' the eat :plaine
Barbed ire! 

he trail driver too are gone . It 1B vain to look 
for herds at' t ueands at long horn steers to come swing-

up t Old C rail. hey hllve gone, and their 
names a re but a mElll.ory, though a orious one. 

The ild Texas long ,rned steer has almcst gone, 
too . They ware a gad breed, rather to b a classed aa 
san.1-wild t han domesticated cattla. Yet they ade the 
f ortun s or the . eet, an though they rere hard to 
t'atten d harder still to handle , there is not a state 
in t e o country hich would not do ell to put up a 
monument in front of 1 ts cap1 tol in menory of the long 
horned steer . 7h :t s changed ti!s face o:f the· est? 

1n the anew~ ie--Bsrbed 1rel 5 

The c tt 1 en 1 eased t Indian l ands :for pasture because at the 

scaroity 01' a.ss 1n the early '80'e but as denied this priviledge 1n 

1885 en President Cleve1and issued a proclamation deoler1ng "all 

leases on the Chey e--.Arapaho ressrvat1on void and th e parsons must 

move thin :forty days• taking ell cattle, horses and other property 

with them. ttl3G Fran. this t 1me on the ranch cattle industry declined 

as r apidly as it bo.d iaan . It as co tantly bin ered by hostile 

public op ton, steady decline 1n prices , by the losses or the 

inter of' 18 1887 which left almcst eve y catt looum f l t broke . 137 
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The ran bo una le to obtain r es the Indian Territo?y 

b legal means ere fore d to seoure indirectly, and by s that were 

questionable, the range t t they ould have dly secured at fair 

price by open ne tiation .138 en they as ed the government tor aid 

and protection, they ere met by suspicion and ope hostility. No 

industry has b ee.!l more misunderstood trum s t e range ca le industry .139 

One old Texas trail driver. in expressi the change in the cattle 

country, de the follomng oo ent : 

The e cot.mt s intended for o ttla and horses 
and eat stock raising land en earth until they 
got to turn r? over the sod- pro'V tha country as they 
call it. Lord forgive t for such :lmprovemental It 

es me sick to think: o! it. I sick m.ough to need 
t'WO doctors, a ery, d a ineral spri , ihan I 
think of onions d Irish pot toes grO\ i ng mare IJ.ustang 
ponies should be e:z:erc1s1ng , d wher f'our- y old 
steers uld b getting :ripe for arket .140 

The r sults flt the big oattl dr1v s _ 

markets vrer very il:lport :t in y • 

t led to eat C ercial enter-

prises. They ere fuo cause of th rane s be g st c ed .fro the io 

Grande tot r1t1 aseesio ~mt betore th ir t l.and ot 

l d an s d sa ges .141 

It is estiJm t by the most conser tive trail drivers o-f that time, 

that aver e of 350 ,000 c .... ttle er dr1 v up t -trail :from Texas 

each year tort enty-ejgb.t ye e, ng a tot or 9, O ,ooo cattle. 

These c ttle ore sold by the Texas oattlanen at an averase o:f tan 
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Pelze.r, .21!.• fil•, p. 190. 

1"1a21und rs,~· _g!i., p .. 24 . 



dollars each , which made a sum of 98 ,000,000 received fort cattle 

during the drives .142 There were 1,000,000 horses driven up the trail 

during this time and sold for ten cJollare each, bringing the Texas man 

10,000,000 more to add to the cattle sales, mak the sum total or 

108,000 ,ooo received tor range sto-0k between the years of 1867 and 

1895.143 

The oircula t1on or the millions Of dollars produced by the industry, 

passing as 1 t did, d 1r ectly into channels that ere opened to receive 1 t , 

produced a prosperity that bas been i n evidence i n Texas tor so many 

years .144 The great cattle industry brought about the sale of a l arge 

tract of public land 1n the Panhandle ot Texas and the money e used 

to build the state capitol of Texas, ich cost 3,500,000 . 145 The co 

boys spoke ar t h is ranch a a the "Capitol reserva.t ion' or as the 

"syndicate" •146 

If the trail drivers had not driven tho hards to market the long 

horned cattle uld have died on the ran s and the vast unstacked 

lands ould have remained dormant and 1.mproducti ve . Rancbnen \'IIOuld have 

l eft Texas disgusted and broke, and developnent would have been checked 

142 
Ibid. 

143-
.lbid. 

144-
Ibid . 

145-

146 

anbar of Staff, "The Huge Cattle Ranch that Texas Swapped tor its 
State Capitol," The eekly Kansas City~. Vol. 48 11 No. 26 
( st 18, 1937,-:-

~-
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tor .many year.s.147 The railroad m.cy· have never reached the Rio C.rande 

knmw what would have lm:-ppened had the }'.Jorthern trail never existed, lrnt 

in 'lexas the trail drivers wrote their opinions and read them a-t the 

It is plain thc..t all co.f!Jfilercial achievements,. 
civilization, good govet"n.n.en.t~ cbristia:nity, morality .• 
our school systan. tne use of all school and state 
lands making than revenue-bearers.. the ex:pa."l.aion of' the 
stock business ±'ran the Rio Grande to Canada._ vJhicll is 
producing millions of dollars; the building or rail
roads, factories, seaports, agriculture advancements 
and everj,'1.hing else pertaining to prosperity cen be. 
troeed directly to the achievaJlants of the old-tine 
trail dtivers.148 

When one o:f the f'ew old-tim.e eoirboys goes up ·;;he trail. :nou that :he 

once travel.ad, he vd.ll travel on a cam.a"'lt hig)Mey ~d instead rrf herds 

o:r lor,g horns he ,·trill see speeding automobiles vrith an oecasiona.l pair 

of lorg horns :ror a .radiator or...iam.ent. If the trail driver prefers a 

train ride he rr.1~:(}' ster> into a passeng<tt' coach of ·the Chicago., Rock 

Isl.and and Pacific Railwey and travel along nem. .. 'the Old Chisholm 'i'ro.il. 

Re Nill then realize the trails he blazed and "broken are the ones ·that 

are used for modern transportation. 

Oklahan.a shared uitb. Texas and. othe1 .. states the bene:tits derived 

fr@ the cattle drives anfl. has erected a statue in honor of the early 

COl.'Jboy on the capitol grounds at Okla11Wla City. 

147 
Saunders; .$?.• cit., p. 25. 

148 
Ibid .. -



I do not care for your honking curs, 

And the roa_r of th.a -passing trums. 

But I love the joys of every noise 

O.:f the wide and windsv1ept plains. 

'!'he ringing spur. and the jingling bit, 

lmd the ooyotes mournful wail 

i\nd the 1ot:Ji:ng steer 

Are the things I hea:t• 

rrnen I thinl~ of the old l'iforth 'Trail. 

By day I aee the bus-J crowds 

That throng your cities hare 

But nights I dreEm 

oi' the sunlights. gleam 

On :i;,rairies brown and s~re. 

I sea the herd as it Ytind..s a.lone,, 

:::at.h a .serpents sinuous g:race, 

And laan brovm men. in the branding pa>.i, 

Each with a. sun burned face. 

I hat o the odors foul and stale 

Th.at fill anch o.irty slum 

But I love euoh .arr.ell I 

love so trell 

Of the land :frw which ! come 

The :pungent .smell of the sr1ok7 fire 

\ 
\ i 



With its frag,ra11t cot:fe~ pot, 

•neat-12 the cattle's i'eet 

I ru:r.re all kinds of dainty foods 

All ki:mls of' things to o:d:o}:: 

!t 1 s vex71 swell at ·tho big ll.·0t el t 

i:i'te:r a. ha:r·d day' z ride. 

I feel ,1; he city hold me close 

I hate its fowl embrace 

Ant u its tainted hrei:-,th 

like a thing of death 

Blows hot upon !'.!lY :f'ace, 

Au.d me::.1 'ries ccma Qi' the balln:J air, 

Oi' the plains where I used t; o 1•est 

1.nd sleep so oft on the 

grass as soft 

As my mm. dear !.llOtb.er 1 s breast. 

Or s..mt:111 or hear or see 

r fin.il i:n all a causeless call 



149 

Denied 1 t will not be 

The East bas b so krnd to me 

And yet I needs nust say 

The Golden 

I'm 

est I love the b at, 

149 ing back so dey . 

E. • Dale, "The l esterner", Prairie Schooner~ othC" Stories . 
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A"!?PJillIDIX 

:rr.irn m:crSHOll~I TRAIL IM Lll'J 

The State or Okla.110:ma in 1931 paased tho followin€ la-.n 

The 'T:::io Catt le Trails 

Enrolled 

:House Bill No. 149 

Jin a.et providh'l,3 ro1· locating,. ·t1•aeing, .mapp.ing and i'iling plates 

o:t tho lines of the Old Established Cattle Trails Across the State of 

Oklahoma~ and providing for the expenses of such 1'J'Ork, and declaring an 

001ergenc1~ 

Be it ffiacted by the People of the State of Oklahoma.: 

Section l. It shall be the duty of the Sta:te lli.ghway Department 

of 'the State of Oklahoruat and the said department is required to im

mediately locate the cCll'reet line of the old established Chisholm 'fra.il 

across the State of Okl&hO!lla, sho•:.d.ne as near as possible the exact 

loco.t ion tho.t the smne crossed each section .of land in said state in its 

course :fron tll~ point 11here said trail erossec1 the SOltth line of said 

state in southern Jofterson County t Oklahoma, to where 1 t crossed the 

northern G-~ant County, Oklnho.ma., and said Hie..,:b.way Department shall also 

locate in the snme nn:nner the co1Taet line of the old established Texas 

6att:lo Trail erossin:_;_; ·western Oklahoma i'rom. wfo::re it erossed the south 

line of the State of Oklahoma. crossing tlte Red River at what is known 

as Doan 1 s Store or Doan 's Crossing, and. i'ollowi:IJ.{'.: tho li.lle o:f' said trai.1 

north to vi.here it crossed the north line of said State of 9k1ahoma 

south of Dodge City or Fort Dodge~ Kansas. The said de:pa:etment shall 

cause Ill3.pS to be ooda of th.G said locations so dete::?m.ine-d by than., ,:1hicb 

sa.it1 ueps shell shovr the location of' the main line of the Rock Island 

Ruil-r~"' ;rUY1.t·'dn3 -~cross ouid S".;Ltc t;,p lkillas,. :I'ext::s1.,. f;l}.d shall sh<'FN the 



l:ocatior. of the present Meridien lu.glr:;ay, boir,g Gover!llllen.t Hizl:rway iTo. 
t 

trail. 

Ssctton 2. At least .:me copy cf ·the· said maps above referred to 

o_ne c.opy shall be furnished. ·to th~ State Historical Society to be pre--r . 

se:rved in -tho office of said. society, and t,hnt smaller eopiaG of the 

the se.icl Ilighwey Dapa.1"!:;;;1ant and by· the said State )Iist;o:rierJ. Society 

fu:t'nisllod. to all knovm J;1f19 t4'.'l.kors t who_ a.i~e raalciug and placing upon. the 

a71d inserted. on s~id rri..aps. 

Section 3. That all expenses connected with the carrying out of 

this .p:rovision shall be defrayed and ·paid ·by the State Highway Depart.-

.ment out of any available funds in the.ir l1ands,,_ :proYided, that in no 

event, mw.ll the ez:penses e.Yceed five hundred doll0.rs (0500 ~oo) out of 

the General Revem1.e Flmd. 

Section 4. It beiD.g irnmediatoly neoessery for tho praocrvation of 

the public peace, health SL.'>(l safety, an anergency is thereby de~l.ru:-ed 

to e:icist • by ree.son whereof this Aet shall take effect and be in :f'uJi · 

:fol"ce troro. o.1'.ld aftm- its passage and approval. 

Passed by the Senate thiS Z6tli. day of March, L951. 

ROBERT rnmNS 

President of Senate 

Pe.:13,sed by the liou,9e of Representative~ thio 27th day o:r Hn,,,ch, 1921 

SpeG.ker of ·tho Jl(}use of Representatives 

; 

:/ ~ .. 

/ 
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Approved by the Governor ot the state of Oklahoma: 

On thia 51 day ct: March, 1931. 

WM. H. MURRAY 
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