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P R E ¥ A CE

The following work is an attempt 406 glive an account of the pro=
parations, hopdships, and results of the long drives from Texas o
Kansas during the years from 1867 to 1895.

fn ebbenpt hoe aloo besn mads 1:0 #Ave the importunce of the cattle

industry a8 o soclisl as well ag an sconomic factor in the developmend

Haterials used in this study have been mede available by the
sssiztence oft [Fronklin Leroy Stewert, Lilbrarien in the Frank Philips
Collection of the Unlversity of Oklahomn, diss V@ THOn Johnson,
Librarian in the Central Stete Teachers Collepme, snd lirs, Virglnia 3,
Hervison, Assistent Librarian in the Oklahome Agricultural and

>,

fechenicnl College.
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INTRODUCTION

The long drive is a pert of one of the greatest financial enter-
prises the West has ever kunown, that of the range cattle industry. It
followed the conquest of the Indians and the destruction of the buffalo,
but in turn it met defeat by the amall stockman and the army of settlers.

The raising of cattle had been practiced for centuries but it
entered into a new light after the close of the Civil War and lasted for
a quarter of a century.

All during the nineteenth century as the area of cultivated lands
moved westward there was to be found along the outer edge a comparative-
ly narrow border of pastoral life. The Indians kept the ranchman from
pushing far out into the wilderness and the homesteader kept them fram
staying on their original ranges. As Dr. E. E. Dale, a leading histor-
ian of the cattle industry, expressed:

", ...the cattlemen occupied a kind of twilight
zone with the light of civilization behind them and
the darkness of savagery before."l :

Credit must be given to those participating in the cattle industry
for the great part they played in the settlement and development of the
American wilderness.

1
Bdward E, Dale, Renge Cattle Industry (Normen, 1930) p. 1l4.



THE CATTLE COUNTRY
Chapter One

The originel home of ranching on a large scale began in the state
of Texas. From the time of its earliest settlements it has proven to
be a profitable place for cattle raising.

The first Spanish settlers brought with them cattle of the long-
horned Spanish type which increased rapidly undar the favorsble condi-
tions of range and climate. Some of these escaped from their owners
and roamed the plains as wild uttlo.z

When the Anglo~imerican settlers came in they brought with them a
few cattle of Buropean breeds whic: mixed with the Spanish breeds and
soon grew into considerable herds.>

The climate and range conditions allowed the cattle to roam freely
over the hills, valleys, and prairies in gress that was knee high, The
longhorn was in the hey-dey of his slory."

The land system was a help to the cattle industry. Spain and
later Mexico were both liberel with their land grants, In 1825 the
state of Coahuila and Texas gave a labor of land, one hundred and
seventy-seven acres to each family whose occupation was to farm. To
those who should raise several live stock, a league, or four thousand

four hundred and twenty-eight acres of land was g:l.wn.s

3
10th census, III, p. 965.
3
Dale, op. cit., p. 21,
4

J. Marvin Hunter, The Trail Drivers of Texas (Nashville, Tennessee,
1935) De 1.

5
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When Texas became a Republic she gave all of her citizens who were
heads of families one league and one labor of land, and leter when
admitted to the union as a state kept the same liberal policy in dis-
posal of lands. As a result of these policles, the average size of
Texes farms by 1850 was nine hundred and fifty one ae:rea.s

As the number of cattle incrsased, the ranchers moved their cattle
to the unococupied public lands. Many men invested their capital in
cattle instesd of land. Sometimes ranchers owned thousands of cattle
and did not own an acre of Il.nni-?

After this rapid increase in cattle the chief problem that arose
was that of a market. Although many cattls were scld as woark oxen for
use in freighting upon the plains and for local consumption as beef,
the supply was much more than the dmd.a

The first cattle driven to market were driven eastward.

In 1848 the driving of cattle began and New Orleans

soon became the chief market for Texas cattle. Cattle

were often driven to Shreveport and from there shipped

down Red River to New Orleans. The cost of the drive

was slight and the freight from Shreveport to New Orleans

about five or six dollars a head. Others were sent by

sea from Calveston and other Gulf ports, and not a

were sent by sea from Calveston to Mobile or Cuba.

A few years later cattle were driven from Texes to Chicago, Ohio,
and as far east as the Atlantic seaboard. After the pold rush in 1849
to California, there was a great demand for hbeef and the first cattle

drives to that state began in 1850.1°0

6

9th census, III, p. 341.
7

Dale, op. cit., p. 23.

Ibid, p. 24.

w o

Ibid, Pe. 24, :
Louis Felzer, The Cattlemen's Srontier (Glendele, Calif., 1936) pe 37.
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This movement of cattle northward and eastward brought on an
epidemic of Texas fever among the native cattle. It has been proven
that this epidemic was caused by the bite of a tick from which the
Texas cattle were immune. lany homesteaders lost all their cattle
within a few days.

+ssoby 1858 the drive northwerd through Missouri

had been checked and was not resumed very much until

after the war,ll

During the Civil War it was impossible to send cattle out of Texas,
It was a part of the Confederacy and cattle were not sent to the states
belonging to the Union side. The Mississippi was controlled by the
armies of the North, making it impossible to send cattle to the Scuthern
gtates, During all these years the cattle of Texas multiplied until
the statistics show that at the elose of the Civil War there were over
3,000,000 cattle on the farms end renches.’> This rapid incresse in
cattle was pertly due to the fact that Texas was the least touched of
any southern state by the Civil War. While the

esssrmies of Sherman swept through Georgile and

the Carolinas leaving little in their weke, while the

border states were being devastated by the forees of both

sides, and while the fields of Alabama and Mississippi lay

fallow end waste or grew up in bushes and briers from want

of lesborers to till them, the cattle on the broad plains

of Texas grew mature and fat, and in many places increased

repidly in numbers.l®

In the beginning of the Civil War, Texas was able to send cattle to

her sister states by:

[
mt.m'--&*l Pe 24,
12
Sem P, mlungg The Chisholm Trail (Guthrie, 1936) p. 4.

—

MG. op. gl-. p' 'B' : e —



eeesoBWimning them across the Mississippi below
Vicksburg and then hurrying them east to the Confed-
erate armies but the vigilance of the Union gun boats
rendered such operations extremely huardous, even fram
the first and soon stopped them entirely.l%

The isolation of Texas during the Civil War did not help the price

of cattle in that state at the close of the war.

The Texas soldiers released fram the amies of the
Confederacy in 1865 returned to their homes, in many cases
ragged and penniless, to find their ranges overflowing with
mature, fat cattle which were almost Brthhsa at home but
of great value in the North and East.™ -

The prices of cattle according to soms historiens were as low as

one dollar each, but all agree that the top price was five dollars in

Texas at the close of the Civil War, Cowboy Nabours expressed it as
follows:

Svery men in Texas was land poor and cow poor--if he
was 80 ignorant and foolish ae to buy land seript at two
to five cents an acre when he might have all the range he
liked for nothing at all and all the cows he cared for
without the bother of counting them. ....no money in any-
thing that has anything to do with cowa. ILook at the ree-
cord; Rockport, Indianola, Galveston, Mobile, New Orleeans,
Little Rock, Ioway--all them foreign countries full of
d--~Yankees and thieves. What ghostly chance has a Texas
stockman got? There's cows thicker'n lizzards all the way
from Matagorda to Doan's Store on the Red and west far as
the Staked Plains. We're busted the South is licked.
We've pot a cerpet bag government and no hope of change.
If all Texas was worth one solitary whoop do you reckon
you could buy a mile square of vine-mesquite land for
fourteen dollars? Not that I could or would--I haven't
got fourteen dollars. Nor it don't look like any stock=-
man in the whole state ever will have fourtee
the whole caboodle fram Santone to the Sabine.

T
Joseph McCoy, Historic Sketches of the Cattle Trade (Kansas City, 1874)
P. 20,

15

Dale. op. ¢it., P« 3l.

Emerson Hough, h of 86", Saturday Evening Post, (Philadelphia,
April 1923) TeJ. 'y NO. i



However, there was s need Tor these catile in {he norih, west, and
engt end were willing to pay zooé prices for them 1f they could be
transported to the loealities of the deraand.lv The Union and Central
Paeific Ratlroads wers in vrocess of construction, @uploying many
thousands of msn who had to be fed. A succession of drouthy seasons
had destroyed nearly #l1 the eabtle im California end the supply hed
to come from east of the Hoekies.la

The vompletion of the Kansas Pecific Railroad to Abilene openad a
northern merkst for Texas's surplus cattle. The difference in price
wasg th@t cattle in Hansos S5old for ten times the smount they cost in
Texoe.l¥ This vast Gifference constitubed a wide and tempting field
for cattle speculation. #And 1t was this differsnce thet brought ebout

the drives with cgll its mray Gangers fron Indians, outlaws, snakes,

bigh water and storms.

18
HeCoy, op. cit., p. 73,
13

#MoCoy, Ga‘ttla irede of Yest and Southwest (Xensas City, 1875) p. 9%.




THE TRAILS
Chapter Two

The honor of being the originator of the Kensas an&—ﬁ'ga cattle
trails goes to an Illinois stock dealer, Joseph G. McCoy, whom
femiliar with the need of a market for Texas cattle and conceived the
Ak (o St RS Rk, SN0 SNy el S T an: pelnt
could have been selected as it was almost on a due line north of the
point where the herds would leave the Indian Territory, and there were
no settlements in between to interfere with the driving of the cattle to
reach the m.n

Joseph McCoy went to the office of the Kansas-Pacific railway in
8t. Louis, Missouri, and laid before them his plans for building pens,
yards, and other equipment needed for the handling of these herds of
cattle. The railway campany refused to do the building of these stock
yards but mede a contract with MeCoy for him to bduild the necessery
equipment himself, and the company agreed thq,_y would pay him one dollar
far each car of cattle loaded fram these pcﬁ-‘iaﬂ" ol

After the shipping point was selected, the next task was to select
the best route to follow. The jdeas in mind in selecting a route were
to avoid the deepest waters, to avoid the mgst savage Indiane, to have
plenty of grass and at the same time make the route as direct as
possible toward the terminus. .

The cattle trail selected by Joseph McCoy, Charles Goodnight, Col.

20
. Floyd B. Streeter, Prairie Trails snd Cow Towns, (Boston, 1936) p. 63.
1

Ridings, op. m-, P. 91.
22
b



Wheeler and dozens of their contemporaries was the one named "Chisholm

Trail", It was the greatest one of its kind in the history of the

world, This traill received its name, according to historians, from

the following story:
The Chisholm Trail was named for Jesse Chisholm, a

half breed Indian of Indian Territory, now known as Okla-
homa, He was a man of sterling worth and known for his

integrity, courage, gemerosity, and fair deelings. Jesse

Chisholm was in his young msnhood, a trapper and a trader.

His wagons loaded with hides, pelts of fur bearing animals,

as well as other commodities, pushed their way through the

wilderness northward into Missouri, cutting ruts and

furrows so deep that they blazed a path easy to follow, and

it was from these wagon 8 and furrows that the first

Chisholm trail was named.

The length of this trail veried according to the different periods
of time during i%s existence. In its beginning it was traveled all the
way from SBan Antenio, Texas, to Abilene, Kansas, a distance of about
elght hundred miles.20

The early herds coming in from Texas to the Indian Territory crossed
the Red River at many different places, but when established the
Chisholm Trail crossed the Red River at & point north of the City of
Ringpold, Texas, and entered the state of what is now Oklahoma below the
mouth of Cache Creek end south of the City of Waurika, near the line
betwaen the present Cotton and Jefferson Countios.“ It then went

northwerd following near the present line of the Chicago, Rock Island

S
“% p. 15.
.lloa'y,hylcr Bunton, A Bride on the 014 Chisholm Treil (San Antonio,
1939) p. 4.
25 "\

Ridings, ﬂo 2&.. Pe _]_-5.
26 e
Ibid.
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and Pacific Railway, and the route of the Meridan Highway, known as
Government Highway 81, and crossed the Kansas line south of the City of
Caldwell, then north Abueno.m
The principal camping points on the Chisholm Trail

in Oklshoma were Pond Creek (near the present town of

Jefferson) Skeleton Ranch (near Enid) Buffalo Springs

(Bison) Kingfisher, mouth of Turkey Creek, Cheyemne

Agency (kr&ustmf Canadian River, and Wichita Agency

(Anadarko).

By the year of 1869 the mein trails were well defined. They twisted
end turned first east then west, winding their ways to suit the
irregular bearings of the streams end to strike the most convenient

places to cmp.”

There were several other trails though not as important as the
Chigholm, Among these were; the "0ld Shawnes Trail"™ which led from the
Red River to Baxter Springs in southeastern Kansas, "West Shawnee
Trail" which left the "0ld Shawnee Trail” near the Cansdien River and
ended at Junetion City; and the "Ellsworth Cattle Trail," which ran
by way of Eingman to Ellnmth.w

During the earlier years of the cattle industry, the Sedalia Route
going from Texas to southwestern Missouri was used unsuccessfully for
cattle drives, The Coodnight Loving Trail, which followed the route
used by the Wells Fargo Express Company, was used for a few drives,
This route passed tlrough Sherman, Texas, up the Concho, crossing the

Pecos at Horsehead Crossing and them to Roswell, New Mexico .31 These

Ibid.
28
T. U. Teylor, The Chisholm Trail and Other Routes (San Antonio, 1936)
pe 55,
29
Streeter, LD. gto, Pe 64,
30
Abid

n‘.’lﬂ!. Ope glte, pe 77 ll



two trails were not used after the direct northern trails were estab-
lished.

In traveling southward on the Chisholm Trail, a traveler could
lock to the nort: of the Kansas and Indian Territary line and see the

amall town of Caldwell end the surrounding -huts or dugouts of the

farmers, but further south m the trail this view was soon M.m

Often when passing over this trail in early days
the writer has paused to observe this view; and while
doing =0, has pondered upon the fact, as t 0 how many
travelers upon this cattle trail have from this point
locked back upon civilization for the last time for
many months or years, and many of them forever; and
how meny wayfarers upon this trail coming up fram the
South dirty, dusty, trevel stained, and travel worn,
after hundreds of miles on the plains, have been
gladened by the first sight of civilization that they
hed had perhaps for many months or many years., FPersons
who have never spent months or years on the plains or
on the extreme frontier, cannot appreciate what
eivilization or settlem mesen on his return, to a
traveler who has done so,.

Soon after the trall left the barder line it passed through a con=
tinuous prairie dog town which covered a distance of twenty-three
miles. The barking of these little enimals could be heard along the
entire route, With each bark, the tail of the barker would give a
quick ju-k.-g All the other stretches of upland slong the route were
covered with prairies doz towns o%

The prairie dog owls, about the size of a gquail were seen perched
upon the prairie dog holes. When a traveler attempted to catch these
birds, they would either drop into the prairie dog holes or rise and

fly any.u

s
ssnieings. op. eit., p. 36,
Ibid, p. 37
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The traveler in camp would often be disturbed in his sleep at
night by the snapping, snarling and fighting of the angry, hungry, wolf
packs as they came closer and closer to the csmp in their search for
road.“' If this noise did not awaken him, the scream of a panther
would csuse him to leap from his bed. -

Occasionally the vicious buzz of a rattlesnake would de heard by
the traveler as in the following:

Its body coiled eround and encircled its head for
protection of the seme, from this position, when the
stronger ceme close enough, the body of the snake would
straighten out like a spring that had been compressed,
its mouth opening wide sutamatically raised the long
fangs lying down along its jaws, end it would if close
enough, sink these fangs into its vietim, On the
extreme end of these snakes' tails were carried rattlers.
When disturbed this tail began quivering and these
rattles started a continuous and monotonous buzzing. The
sound had a vicious menacing meaning that no one could
mistake,38

All of the scenic features along these cattle trails wers not so
frightening as those described., Mrs. Mary Bunton, who went up the
trail vith & herd of cattle, says there was another side of the story
which she describes as followss

How my eyes end ears were chammed with the sights
and sounds of 0ld Mother Nature's handiwork! There were
80 meny, many birds in the forest and I marveled at their
songs and their varied and gorgeous plumage. I was ale
ways looking for the Bob Whites calling fram the tall
grass or listening for the mocking birds singing their
gongs in the besutiful old trees., Ofttimes, leaving the
trees they would fly higher and higher while a trail of
song floated back as if to cheer me on my lonsely way,
long after the clouds had hidden the birds from view.
Another fascinating sight was the great patches of wild
berries ripening along the roadside. Early in the
morning, wet with dew they would sparkle in the mshin&
as if the fairies had sprinkled them with diamond dust.

#panton, op. oit., D, 37
38

“W. op. cit., p. 38
Bunton, Op. cils, pe 4.



highway thet now parallels it. This

7 8ea8on meny kords passed over this Chishola

wms beaten g hard as ths conerete of the

& was Gone by the miilions of hoofs

. s e &
hed trampled it.50

40

Ridinge, op.

¢its,
g ——

’P. @70
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THE NORTHERN DRIVE
Chapter Three

Those participeting in the drive consisted usually of a trail boss,
a cock, two horse wranglers, and two cowboys for each hundred head of
cattle.*l The trail boss or "drover" was in charge of the entire
drive; the cook prepared the meals and drove the chuck wagon; the horse
wranglers were employed to look after the band of horses usually called
the "saddle band” or "remuda"; and the cowboys did the driving of the
cattle, 42

Of all those taking part in the drive, the most important and in-
teresting characters were the drivers or cowboys. This hero of modern
western stories was a gellant horseman, and Robin Hood or Ceptain Kidd
never led a freer life than the cowboy. A vivid description of his
appearance i.s given in the following:

Riding by his side you find that in his dress, mamners
and views of living he lives in another world than yours.
His home is his saddle end this hes made him put awey his
dress of cloth and put on trousers of enduring leather or
duck; free fitting flammel shirt open at the neck, meets
the need of warmth or cold. The big hat, or sombrero,
borroved from the Mexican, shades his face from scortche
ing heat, and shields it fram driving rains or pelting
sleat. And this cowboy loves the picturesque in fam
and color and accoutrement, About his lithe waist is a
broad cartridge belt from which dangles an ivory-hendled
or sllver mounted six-shooter in holster of embossed
leather. His saddle ig hig pride for it has cost him
more than the price of the justly prized horse upon which
it is cinched. Over his trousers he wears the showy and
somewhat grotesque "chaps™ of white-=fleeced Angora skin.
His boots, box-toed, curved, creased end French-heecled,
have high taps quilted and embroidered and long, strong
straps pendant on the sides; nor is this foot gear come-
plete without jingling spurs, steel or brass or it may
be silver mounted. A hat band of woven horsehair,

41
Streeter, op. cit., p. 65.
<2
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pleited leathar or of silver cord and with e bright
colored handkerchief of genarous size earelﬁaggy
knotbed about kis neck, complete his costume.*v

The cowboys playoeound in those firet dave of prosgerity included

battle and sudden destt =g everyday watters. e fought his way with

&

knife and gun. Then Shie news spread eastward from Texas, the alventure

sesking young wen rushed Lo the eattle country, as expresgsed by Owen

P

Wisters

Saxeon hoys of pleksd courage because none bub
plucky boys conld survive Trom south and north from towm
and cownbry « Every sort of home tradition came with then
from their far birth place., Some hald known the evening
hymn st one time,; obthers could remenber no parent or
teachsy esvlisy then the strests; sone spoke with the
zantle aceent of Virpinila, others in the dialect of
baked beuuns and cod Tish; here and there wes the
bacealaureate elready beginning to forget his Greelk
alphsbet but 55ill able Yo repest the btwoe notabls
words with whieh Xsnovhon slways marehes upon the
next gtage of his journey. Hiskher 6o the cobtle
eounbry they flocked from forby kinds of Lomesn, oach
bringing a deadly wespon. Yet fthls tribe 4ld nok re-
main motely but soon grew into e wmit. To begin with
the old spirit burned slike in all, tbs unextiaguished
fire of adventure and iné.epeﬂdenca.%

There were no laws to adjust the diffsorences bstwesn the cowboy
and the persons with whon he came in contact in 4his rangs country,
Fprom this conditvion grew the faet thet the word of a cowhoy gpiven o &
carpanion was the most bindiag obligation that could exist betusen men.
It wss more binding them a morboage or bond hecsuse it nesded no law o
enforcs it. The man who vould violate this obligstion was ostracized

Tron conpanionship with his fellow men snd condibions were mads such

43
Cherles Bvans, Lighbs on Oklahoms History (Oklaboms City, 1980) p. 147.
Owen “ister, The Ivolution of & Cowpuncher. Harper's Magezine, X0 1,
Sepbexber, 1295, p. 810,
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B
that he sharsd the lowesy yank in seciety.él*‘

Almost every covboy wag generous with T monsy. AL & maa hed bub

|2

a fewy éollars hs tould divide it with anyone in distress, or if he

thought the person needed it worse then hie 414, he would give 1t all o

& &
him,

The young mon who had been a corboy had but lititle taste for any
other ocoupsiion. fe lived hard end had but feu comlorts and fewer
necegsities, He 4ié not ecare for reading, but enjoyed a vractical joke

or smutty story. The coyboy had rather Tipght with pistol thas b0 pray.

. k]
He was fond of tobacco, wonen, and liquor..[”‘ r. Ridings, an cx=-

gowhoy, save the following defense for the couboys:

fhatover the faults and frailities of the 0ld cou=
boys were, and balng merely men, they wmust have hed
pany, bthelr camsndanle custons, hebits, and sverydey
1ifs wlll measure up wd stand a favorabls test with any
elags of men.

Homap of good charseber were held in fthe highest osteem in the

4

oA
4

cow comps, ond if o womsn should hove hanpened to be stranded or lelt
there without z eompanion, ghe would bave been in the salfest place in
the world and protected by the cowboys better than all the officers of

the Govermaent couwld have nrotecisd hor .4"9

& descrivblon of the ecowboy would not be complehe without mention-

Ridivgs, op. cit., p. B78.

47
deCoy, op. git., p. &5,

Ridings, op. cit., p. 302.
43
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ing $he cowboyb horse. Ag the horse wag the principal part of his
gounipment. This pony of tle plaine may not bave looksd o0z vhen
Monsezuma fezl but be coertainly hailed fran S‘zaain.ﬁo It is not knowm
whither it was misslonaries or thieves tuat carrisd this horse cslled
*musteng” northvmrd from Mexico, bul it ig certain that 1t ran wild for
a cenbtury oy two eithe alons or with various pedsizinned ommers. He
oxperienced war and peaace, and of being stolen, ab&n&ofﬁeél in the saov,
carrying of two scuaws end £ bhaby abt ones, atbacked by bears, mmd many
gther expsriences. Fran these e obiained o shary wit and & fezvless
nature. Tho hoofs of this horse were btongh as lron ard he wmged

joyous battle of self preservation az sbtoubtly az his rider 4id,

\

The preparations for the leong drive, in shich these cowboys and
horses plajaﬂ. & major part, hegen in early syring. AL that timse the
drover went inbo the ssction of the coumbry from vhich he docided to
bring his herd and riding from one ranch to enother conbracted with
tha owner oy agent fory the dslivery at a gilven placs for a cerialin
number of eattle. 52 @hg renchmen in sathering the sboek %o £i1l their

eontract drove together or in drover parlsncs "rounded up™ a large

q

number of cattle®® The "round up® brousht the range catitleuen
sorgthe and welded them in dcefemss of their buslness.

During the “round up? seegon the yell, Tecome 216 geb it® could be

Wister, loc. cit., p. 608,

KeCoy, op. cib., pe 79,
551
Zbid., pe 81



heard by the cook at three o'clock in the morning. The response to the
call fram the cook was aceording to one cowboy:
To that reveille there could be no delaying, for

drowsiness was one of the seven deadly sins of a cow

camp, Its penalty wes dimmissal end dismissal from a

"round up" meant disgrace. The cowboys rolled out,

drew on boats and trousers, if they had teken the

latter off, and grouchily or pleasantly, according to

the nature of the man, rolled up and tied the bedding

and lurched out to the chuck wagon. Seven or eight

minutes rarely ten were allowed for the meal,5d

The cowboys were divided into four groups for the rounding up.
One group in charge of day herds, one to go in front, one to the left,
and one to the right. The left and right groups were called circle
riders.’® The circle riding covered steep ridges, slippery cliffs,
winding ravines, jagsed hills and across bogey erecks,”” But the boys
had to enter such places in order to drive everything that makes a cow
track towards the agreed on meeting p.'Lmu.58

Noon was the appropriate time for dinner, but dimmer on a"round
up” was not a leisurely meal. It was a case of eating the greatest
quantity of food in the shortest possible time. The range rider may
have had a sandwich and a sip from a cow tract in the marsh, But he
prebably did not want to bother with & bundle so just buckled up his
belt another notch or two, or chewed the end of his rawhide rope whieh

is the classic way of describing a "no dinner and mid-night supper™ diet.
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After the rounding up was completed, the “cutting out™ and
branding process was the next movement in the preparation for the
Northern drive. In the "eutting out", the cows and calves were driven
in one group, the strays in one, and the "beeves" or cattle to be
driven up north in a third group.

Immediately after the cattle were divided, the calves were
branded. In branding,the roper caught a bleating =nd frightened celf
by the two back legs, took a twist with the lariat rope around the
horn of the saddle and dragged the little calf in the direection of the
fire, Two other men grabbed the calf and held it. The brander rushed
over from the fire with a red hot iron and in a few strokes the brand
was put on.so

A traveler may have thought this process of searing an ugly big
brand deep into their hides and hacking off a big fraction of each ear
es heartless and useless, The following proved its use according to
Mr, Howard of the Outlook Magazine:

A historie, tender hearted humenitorisn named Sam

Moverick came fram Boston to Texas to make his fartune

in caitle raising. He trusted humanity end his cattle

and calves carried their ears and their hides as nature
had given them. The eatching up of Mavericks slick

ears became very popular among the worldly, get rich

quick, ambitious stockmen of the section. This story
became sectional parlance and today Webster tells us

thet a Maverick is a "bullock or hgd.ru'uthat has not

been branded and is wnelaimed or wild."Sl

The cattlemen took great pride in knowing hundreds of different
brands at a glance, and had a menia for branding everything in sight.
On fence posts, spur straps, saddles, boots, pistol heandles, would
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appear the insignia gg
The last preperaticn before the herd gtarted norih vas losding the
ehuck wagon., A4After it was loaded, it contained seversal saddles and
borge blanksts, & camp ketile, coffee pot, bread pan, tin oups, megs
chest econtaluing the food, sleeping blankets, an ox yoke, a log ehain,
spurs and guirts, a coffes mill, an ax, bridles, picket ropes, and
last but vot least ceveral sides of bacon. To $his very iuportant food
the cowhoys dedicated the poem, "o a Bacon Rind® by . A. Drininstool
wilch reads as follows:
We packed you along when we tamed the wild west,
You helped grease the way FTor the brave pionesr,
Of 811 the grub earried you aure was the best,
e sbusk to and swore by you year after year.
The covman came in and your smoky olthide
an' savory smell wes the bucksroo's friend,
On fires ¢f sapebrush your sliess were fried 63
An' out on the round up you stuer Yo the end.™
After the drover hed everything ready, he sscured = bill of sale
from each ranchmen fran whom the stosk was purchased. The bill of
sale showed not only the brands bub all the ear marks. The appsarance
of a bill of sale was much like Boypbien hieroglyphics, Ths mors a
northern man locked at 14, the lese he knew aboub it. Bub it was
nacessary Lor the drover bo have it or hs might have been errested as
. 2
a thiel.
4s the herd was started north, the participants btock their
designated placss in the drive. The drover or trail boss %00k ths

lead followed by the chuek wagon. The herd of caettle feliocwesd behind
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the wagon. The cowboys were divided into pointers, swing men, flank
men and drags end their positions were: the point memn, usually old
and experienced hands, directed the herd at the front; the swing men
followed directing the front sides; the flank men directed the back
sides, and the drags or "green horns" drove at the end. In the rear,
there wes always a group of lazy, slow or lame cattle and this post of
"bringing up the drag” was the most disagreeable of all since the
riders were exposed to the dust raised by the entire herd,® which was
from one to two thousand head of cattle. In the later drives the herds
consisted of five or six thousand heed of cattle.®®

The first few days the custom was to do hard driving. The three
reasons for this were: first, to get the stock off of the accustomed
range wherein they knew the country and were much harder to keep under
control than when on strange ground; second, to "break™ or accustam
them to being driven; and third, to tire them by hard traveling so
they would want to 1ie down at night fall instead of running off.%”
The herd beceme "broken" to follow the trail. Certain cattle took the
lead and others would select certain pleces in the line. These cattle
could be seen every day at their post mearching along like a column of
soldiers during the entire journey unless they became lame and would
have to fall back to the end of the lino..ea A herd of one thousand
cattle would stretch out over a distance of fram one to two miles, and

was a very beaubtiful sight, resembling a long strip of derk-red velvet
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carpet with a wide border of greean gms.“

A day's drive would not average more than fifteen miles as the
animals would “arift" rather then travel, feeding as they £o. °

The drive was a rather pleasant affair as long as the weather was
agrgeable, but when & storm came the skill and bravery of a cowboy was
put to a test as described by Mr. McCoy, a cattleman and historian of
that time, in the following:

When the night is inky dark and the lurid lightning
flashes its zig zag course across the heavens and the
coarse thunder jars the earth, the wind moans fresh and
lively over the prairie, the electric balls dance from
tip to tip of the cattle horns, then the position of the
cowboy is far more trying than romentic, When the stom
breaks overhead the least unusual occurence, such as the
breaking of a dry weed or stick, or a sudden and near -
flash of lightning will start the herd, as if by magie,
all at an instant upon & wild rush and wer to the horse
or man that may be in their path. The moment the herd
is off the cowboy twrns his horse at full speed down
the retreating columm end seeks to get up beside the
leader, which he does not attempt to stop suddenly but
turns them to the right or left and graduaslly curves
them into a cirecle, until the whole herd is rushing

wildly round and mmlmufu.unpincormdu
possible for them to mupy.?

The droves considered the cattle did themselves great injury by
running around in a eirele, which was termed "milling"™ in cowboy
lenguage, even though it was necessary to stop a stampede. The only
way the catile would slow down and finally stop was by the cowboys
standing at & distence and hallooing end singing to them. = Singing
hymns to Texas steers was the peculiar forte of a genuine cowboy, but
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$he spirit of trup piety did mod exish in the sentiment, 0 Some
of the songzg were net very ccmjglimn‘tary to the cabttle as sxpressed in
this verss:
My feet are in the stirruss
I =z seated in my seddle
&s I ride around, 74
Thege G-~ o¢ld cattls,
It was i‘ortuﬁaﬁe the eattle were not nmusgicisns for had they been
same of Llhese songs mizht have started another stempede. Esch cowboy
was usually singing a different sonz and not alusnys in the corvect
key.?ﬁ
These staupedes were usually caused by sane imaginary danger.
Of%ent the howl of a coyote or other wisrd noise caused the herd to
start in a panic stricken rush.?ﬁ The herd of Wilbur ikite, a drover,
was neay Wichite Falls one nig;lit when it stampedsd, apparently with-
out any resson. Dut ole next dey the nesro cock, in helping collect
the scattared bunches, saw one of the steers with a taseto can on its
foot. The bomsto can had mede such a peculigr nolse in hittinx the
ground thet the whole herd stampoded.’

Another hardship suffered by ithe participants in the long drive
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1as nsed for wmbter as in the drive in which 4Andy Adams vas a couhoye
The foremen hed scoubed a full day in advence of the herd in quest of
water. On his retws he informed the grouwp ther a dry Grive was a

%

head of them, as it was sizxty niles 0 the next websr and reports re=
garding the water supply affer arld streteh were conflicting. The
herd %;ra.vel@& Tifteen miles the Tirst day, and no trouble was exper-
jencad the first night; but waber wos too preecious to be lavish with
82 the boys shook the dust from their clething snd went wwrashed, The
sscond night without waber, the eattle were more slowly in “"bedfing ™
for the night, Nost of the cowboys didn't gob an hour's sleen. The
third dary was ope of btorrid heat,and the cattle's sullen lowing surged
through from lead to end and back sgain in a pitioﬁs appezl. The @11137
relisf the cowboys could offer the catile was to travel thewm slovwly.
By noon the 'expéc*mnt watoer bhole was reached bub thers wes oaly enough
waber for tie horses. Holding the herd the third nisht reguired asll
"handg¥, The next moraninge the heat was almost unbsareble. Before a
mile had been troveled the lesders dumed and the ¢alttle consrepated
into a mass of unmenazesble animals, milling snd lowing in their fever
and thirsgt, After westing several hours in this mamer, they Tinally
turned buack over the tredl and the ubmost effort of every man failed
to check them, Six shooters were discharged ln thsir faces, yel they
disrepurded thds and every other device, and then for the first time

a fach downed on the euvbovs tiwt mede cold shills run dowm their
gpine, the herd was going blind, The cattle were sllowed to return to
the last vater hole they bad passed, traveling night and dsy until

they reached the lekes. Then a westarn roube was followed o the

s it s
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The Indisns dealt vhe drivers. z great deal of $rouble. They
would make certain demands of the drover and if their dememds Tor
cattle or money wers aot met, they would run among the cattle causing

. 4 . . . )
a stanpeds. IT bthe whiteg fell strons ewourh, they pudb up a fight
and drove the Indians off or compromised by sivins thew a few head.
A deseription of one insbance wusg relatsd by a cowboey in the following
sbory?:

One dey uwhon Hr. Shane, a drover, and his cow=
bwoys were dviving across Indian Territory with a large
herd, they met about four hundred Commnche Indians,
They were evidently opn the war path bubt as the trall
boss explainsd hurrisdly bo Hr. Shsme, it was not
likely they were oub acalust the wirites. They werse
probably on a foray asainst another tribs. “Kesp
your hands off'™n your guns boys," the trail boss
warned. "I any one shoots we will all be scalped,”
The Comanches took no notice of +he covboys bub
guistly and methodically killed twenty-~-Tive of the besves,
skinned them, right there, eating the flesh raw, with
blood ruming dogm their Taces. The trail boss, who
could speak Comeuche, ask the ehief for demages. The
war ehiel dropped his eyes and refused to ansver. Hr.
Shane vode up o the load 1o point the herd, bub as
soon a8 the cowboys started the herd, the Indians
bunched in front of it and held the herd back. Hav-
ing Teasted, the Indians wemted their fun end they
spent an hour in Leats of horsansnship and in shooting
arrows through the beeves. They killed amother thirty
for pure aport. Affer this had gone on for a while
the War Chiel zave an order. 7The youns braves drew
aglde and rode on their way to baittls with their
snanies b which, as Shone lesrned later, they were
badly defeated and half their number killed,X
¥ost of the ceitlenen undertook the long deive with the kunowledge

that trouble could be cxpected north of the Red IHiwver. They prepored
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for it Dy teking alons o supply of Lireams snd ampunition asd by hire
The erews usually contained some of
the roushest characters on the frontier. Some of the drovers eaploysd

; _ . . . 81
pofeseional gunmen $¢ accompany their herd as an exbvra precauviion.

. 4 82
The COrest Indiang wers the most friendly bowsrd the cowboys.

The river crosszings were sources of trouble ‘1:0 the drivers, espec-
ially woen Beavy rain csused the rivers to rise, The cabile were
usually taken across in groups of twenbty-Tive or thirty. The covboye
Hook off thelr clothing and one swam his horge ahsad of the herd while
others rode alons the sides and end. Somebtimss & herd wes driven
across witihoub é{@ trouble, AL other times, the cabitle would reach the

. ot o 83 .
opposite shors and geobv frightbened and tuxn haek,. In o momeat, the
vhole group would be swisming wildly round apd round in the middle of
o streom. Oometines the ecovhoys would work for hours to bresk up the
mill. In this procedure it was necessary for the boye o leave their
horees end swim among the cattle, and possibly gebt on the horne and

backs of the catile. The cobbonwnod trees on the shore were ususlly

loaded with hornets nests and the hornebs would sting men and catile.
This causged the eabtle usually o go to the shore. 9%ben times the

oreyw worked foy days bo get & herd scross a lervze stresm and nany a
e s e e " o B:
brave covboy was drovaed during the process.

Orne obher cause of trouble along the drive was that of stealing
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esbile by white outlaws. This never occurved very o ten, bub when it
id there were usually ssveral killed, indudine hoth cowboys and cub-
i
laws, &0
The entire drive 414 nobt consist of bavdsihips; sametises the boys
would enjoy € guiet evenlnz around the crmp fire singing covboy sonzs
and telling jokes.
fmong the sonze they sang werer “Puastans Grey®, "Ths Dylng Cowe-
boy®, "Holl on Littls Dogsle", "Sem Zoss?, end others of thab type.
A Tew of the jokes they told according to Z. ¥. Dale, an ax-cowboy
d historisn of the cattle industry, were:
4 couboy went In bo a cafe ond ovdered a gheak,
The gtesk the maitress brought him wus vatlier rare,.
When the couboy discoversd this rareness he said,
Tdaitress buke this Dack sud eock it. Itve 8(484
then eet waell that were hurt worse Hhan that,
Apother stesk gtory he $0ld was:
Four bovg wers in g cefe ordering stesks., The
firgt boy said he wented his rare; ths second a8aid
vary rare; Lthe third orfered sxtrmmely rare, S0

Lhe fourth said, "By Coshl! just cripnle wine and
drive him through."

o romanmbic stories that puaszed sround tahe canp fire yered

At = dmnee one nisht a girl refused o dance with
coviboy Jim and sald he was dyvunk. Jinm told the
girl 10 29 $0 he--, The girl told her brother.

Her brother told Jim to gpologlze o he would blow
his homd off., Jin apolozized in the following way,
iiss, I been thinking it over. After all you
dom't need H0 o 6 he-=, your brother aznd I have
made dilfferent arrangenents.

Une time & cowboy was walking with a girl he had
just met. The girl said, "I guess you own thousands
of ecattle.” The cowboy repllecl "o, I bhelong to the
most erocked cow ranch in Texas, S

85, ; )
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Chapber Four
The herd reached westemm Kansas after a drive which lasted from
prueyt~Tive $0 one hundred duys.

When the eovboys met the Kansens 1t wes o mseting of twe distined

types of people. The cowboye regarded the Kensans us narvow, intolerant,

penny~pinching, Yenkes abolitionists,>’

inbebiting a8 land whore each
family was confined o a potty hundred and sizty acre eclaim, while in
theiy orp country every mon msasurad bis land by leaguss or sguare

. 13 . ' o s .
miles.” The very gualitise which made the psople of Kensas great in
thelr ouwn estimation such as fhrifi, and a sincerce beliel in the vights
of the negro, were in the eyes of the Texans, little bebter then vices

89

and weokneases,

The Kansans regarded the nen of Pexas sccording to one historian

A rough, wild, lawless, gel who rods hard, swore
herd, and feared neither Cod nor men. The hot southern
blood and skill in the use of fire srms brandsd them in
the eyes of the Kansans ag dangerous killers snd the
lattear hinted quite plainly that &ll too many of the
Toxans were the decendents of men who had fled beyund
the Sabine to sscupe the penalty for crime committed
elsewhere.

When the herd was nearins the shipping point it wes the custom to
locate the cattle on some grazing lend near the village until a buyer

wag Tound .93'
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The prairle pgrazing lends nesy fAbllens, Ransas, where the herds
were partly taken up by grangers vwho lived in dugouts. Jach zranger
had taken up about one hundred sixty aecres of land which was partly
cultivated., They 38 not heve fences, =0 to mark the boundaries of
their honestead, thay ploved a furrow around it. % The grengers were
cormpelled to use cow chips for Tuel beceuse there was not eny timber In
the country axcept a few cotbtonwoods which grew siong the streams. Due
to the faet that buyers were pleantiful and the eattle sold fast, ithe
graacers wore achive smonz the hsrds, asking the cattlenen to hed
eaﬁtle on their land so thoy could =eb, the ohips for fuel. The grangers
Tigured thaet g herd of one thousand cshitle would leave encuzh ehips on
the ground in one alsht to give then five bundred pounds of fuel whieh
would he dry ia a few aags.gg

The story is $01d of a cowboy nomed Jack Pobbter, who was lost from
bis group one night and rode up to one of those grengsr dugoubs and
asked to sbay all nizht, The mewer was in the effirmative. He went
down into cne room about sixtesn Teet square., In this voon thers was @
ﬁice elean bed, ope table, four chairs, a stcve,»caekiﬂg utensils, and
the man, his wife and two amell sons. The wile goon péeyareﬁ a good
supper. After eating, the aduolfs sob vp and talled for = short tiwme
and the boys wenb to sleey on the bed., AlL of the time Jack was
puzzled how the entire group was going w sgleep on the one bed, Finally
the mother pidied up the two boye and =at then over in the coraer,
lsavins them agaiﬁst the well, sbill aslzeyp, tﬁex_sﬁ@ jnformad Jack he

*

woald ocoupy tha bed. She and her hmshand went up the steps. Jack
J 4 £
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Prarned 1nY and wes soon aslesp and slept soundly ell n

he awoke the nexy morning he found himegell sitting in the corner with the
two little boys, and the man and woman cecupyiug the bsed. Yhen Jack wag
roady L0 leave he aghed the man the charpges for the nighis ledoing, and

the man veplied, "Fifty cents®, But as Jack rode away he threw dotm . .
five dollars because he said he had learned thipss thet night bhe would

T. ')'

naver forget, Jack ended his story by saying, "That couple would prosper

anywhere even on the dry plains of Eansas. °4
After the cattle were gold to the buyers, the cowboys would assist
in getéing $hen inte the railwey cars. In losding the cattle, the
persuader wos a long stick wibth a shayp splke at the end with which the
gtesr was prodded or punched. From tiis custon firgt arose the tem,

¥ 5 3 2 k3 > . t’;
"gow puncher® whieh later became zpplicd to cowbouys in genersl.g“

The *true blue® cowboy was sorry bo ses the last steer inside the
stock cars at the gbtation, bub ther would aluoet give thelr lives to

insurs its sceomplishment ,gb The elimax of the cowboys year hed come.

The Zosa's profite wers mesured sud the coubsy had eared & hﬁli&ay.w
Hfber sebvling with his employer and receivi;ug his back pmy, which

wee from filftesn to thirty dollars a menth, the covboy was ready to 2o

free and have a jolly time. The first place he went was to the barbsp

shop snd had & thres $0 gix months growth of hwmir cut off and his long

provm, sun burned beard Mseb® in due shape znd wroverly blacks .% He
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nexlt visited a clothing stors of the Isvaelitish type. The covboy zusrged

culyard apnearance, with everybthing belng new nob excenting

s, The plages he went were descerided by Iir. Meloy, n cabbles
wan in those days, in the following sccount:

The bar-rocst, the theatrs, the pambling room, the
hawdry houge, the dance hall, eac:‘* and =211 come in for
their full share of etbention. In any of thess places
an afiront or a sliv t, roal or imaginary, is cause
enzugh for him o enlimber cne or more “mournbain howitzers®,
inveriably found strapced to his person, and proceed 0
denl out death in unbroken doses to such as may be in
renge of bis pistols, whether friends or enemiles, no
matter, his anger and bad whilsky, uvrre him on to deeds of
blood end deatli.

In frombier tovms where caltle weve shipoped oulk, considerzble
buesiness was transacted and meny strenpgers congreogated. There wnere ale

mays e be found & larpe number of men and wonen of the very woret class
in the universe. These were described by ore hisborian as
Beings without whom the world would be bhetber,

richer, zné rore desirable. Vhen the darkness of anighd

is eome ko shroud their orgles from public gaze, these

aigerable beings gether into the halls of the dence

house and “trip the Tantaskic toe® to wrebched music.

In this vortex of dissipabion the average covboy plunzes

with grest dslight.

The cowboy entered the dance hell with a peculiar zest, not stoppiag
to rencve his sombrero, spurs or pistol. A more c¢omleal sight wes not
ofben seen than the deneinp cowboy. With the front of his hat 1lifted
at an angle of forty~five degrees, his hnge spurs Jjinsling ot every
gbep; als revolver flapping up ond dowm like a retrseting sheen's talls

hig eyes lighbted up with excibtement, liquor, and lust; he plunged in

and "hold it down® at & terrible rete, often swinping his partner off
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of the floor for an eatire clrele. In the "balance all" he would give
& loud yell which sounded like the wer whoop of a sovage Indisn. When
the "yaliz to the bar® was played, the cowboy was requirsd to trsazt his
partners snd of course himsslf also wiich he did not hesitate to do tTime
anfl time agein, although szeh drink cost £1f4y cents., And this was the
way the cowboy apent his hard sarned dollars 0%

During the years of 1857, 68, '69, *70, and *71, Abilene was the
leading shipping point for Texas cattle, and it was in this small city
that the cowboy ceiébrat 8 the end of the drive., Abllene vzaé named Tor
a city in the Bible hut after the cattle market opened thers, the name
was not extremely epmropriste. In the early days the tough distriet
wag a mlle and 8 hell north of tom mméd consisted of twenty~Lfive or
thirty one-story freame bouses with ten to twenly rooms in samch house,
After icloy beceame Mayor, a tract of land in the east part of toyn wag
procurst for these houses. The distriet was called *Melfoye addition
"By some people, amd "Devil's Half-Acre™ by otimrsglga

Thers was but little attempt t0 comtrol the lewlessness the first
two sesgond. There was no munielipal government, ne jall, ead ne effective
police systex, ZHveryone hed & right to be druak, o gamble when and
wiiere he pieased, aﬁd to carry and discherge firsarms. Wild shouts and
pigtol shobts kept the orderly ciiizens in fesr day snd rzight during thoss
103

two years.

In 1869 a locel pgovarament was establishad in Abilenc, AL that
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+tine there were thirty-twe saloons in the towm and crime flourished

204 pno posrd of trustses ismed an ordinsnce declaring thet

everyEnere.,
no one had the right to carry firesrms. The ordinance wmas :;'ar'ini:ed and
posted. The cow-nen were detormined this would not be enforced and shot
to piecess the copiez that were posted.ms

A jall wes started in Abllene under the sopervision of this new
government, but a croud of cowboys tore it down. Later the place was
rebullt with the help of a strong guard ou duty at all times. A negro
wook for z trail herd group was the first occupant, but the trail drivers
‘torre douwn the door; rescued théh’ cook and thereby their daily meals, 106
One marshal after another résigﬂed in despair, and twe policemen ime
ported fraa St., Louis were so smezod and afraid of the lawlessness that
they left for home on the first train. 07

The first marshal to maintain peace and order was Tom Smith, who
had served as marshal in seversl towns along the Tanion Pacific as it
wms being built .08

Pom Snith's first ackion in his campaign opn lavwlessness was 0 one
force the ordirance against carrying guns. He secured the help of the
business men and persuaded the proprietors of the hotels to use their
sales as depositories for the pistols of ecattle drivers end other

zuests. The Texas cabtle owmers and local merchants geve bhim their

support 109
105
Streeter, op. cit., p. 85,
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Haurshal Smith rode on horseback ond uvged his flets to anf’enge ’5
%?

ordinance, Both practices were new to the frontier, He gove as his 7
two reagons far piding the horse; first, a3 he rode down the middis of
the strest he could more essily see anyone walting shead of hism,
apyroaching from behind; snd second, he 8a2id it wrns move 4ifficult to
ghoot a men who is riding than one on“foot, This brave mershal, vhe
deserves first p]zace.‘ in the gellery of fror:*ier marshal, lmvas killed
five months elfter ho accepted the position, while attempbing to arrest
a dsspsrate chorneter -1t Tairty-four yezrs later the citizers of
Abilens ereeted o monument in his memory which declared him "a fearless
haro of frontisr days, who 1z cowboy choos established the suprauacy
of thae lav,"18

The c¢lose ¢f the shipping seasgon of 1571 sew the last hsrd arrive

in Abilene. In that :\fear almest gix bundrsd thousand catbtle were scld

113

at Abilene and Dllsworth, vhieh was uil@uht‘r shipuving towa neer Abilene.
In the year of 1871 the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Rallway

pvuilt west from Fmporia to Terton.*Y  Aw & rasult Fewbon hecome a

cattle town. One histcrlan has written thet the life of Newbton as a
couboy 2epi 5 brlel, but what it lacked in time It made up in

aoblivity. 48 the result of one misundeyrstand, elsven mer lost their

116
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Pelzer, op. cit., 56.
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. =
1ives in one evenmg.ll"

Wichita was the nsxb cebbls towan. In 1872 the Atchison, Topeia, and
Banta Fe Rallway extended a branch Scuth fra Fewton to thet city.
Wienitn, vrofiting by ths cxperiences of other towms prepared itself
wall o recelve mnd handls the "undsy world¥ thet ewne in with the
cabtlie trade, HEven thoush a2 aumbar of men werz killad during the pericd
of 1t supranacey, ths averege was not nearly so lapge ss in mosd of the
towms bedeing cere of the same Ltype of vigitors 20

The stockyards of Ulchite were describad ns the most convenlent of
sy cabtle town. Yhey had a capucity of two thousand five hundred
eczttle, or one hundred tweniy-Tive cor loads. fu average af TeN Cars an
hour conld be loaded ‘ll?

Wichita conmbinucd o be the leading eatils merket through 1874 and
1875 when & large pert of o trade shifbed to Doige City.tid

Tho most iwmpertant of all cow towns was Lodgae Cibty zmieh for ten
vears was the greatest cattle merket in ihe world, 118

e story is tcld that a drunken cowboy got on a Sonta Fe train et
Hewton. Uhen the Conductor asked hlm for the fars, the cowboy banded
him & handful « wongy . The Conductor asked him where he wanted 0 go.

The boy raplicld, "o Heww,¥ ‘he Jogducior kept two Gollers aend fifty

115
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cants of his money and t01& him to gob off of Dodge Gibyv. 120

Such stories ss thet and vwild nisht life gave Dodge Clty the re-

1y

putation of being the Moughest town In Anerieca,” @zl it has becoms the

pracéica Tor megazine writsrs o make this place the sebbing o7 thelr
wesbern gun stories 2t

Wnan Eddie Foy and Jim Thompson, noted stage conedliens in the year
\

of 1973, passed by & large wiloe of bones locateld

&

in the sdge of Dodpe
City, Thompsorn wondered if this mesnt tha ,\ they were killing people in
Dodge City
were She bonss of buffalo mnd ecnbtle avaitine shipment to the carbon
,122’ The pioneers had gathered them and sold then for Tifty

canhe 8 wmeon losad,

@ the worst days of Dodge 0ity lswlessness it had Top ite
protection some of the bast peaces officers of that period, JAmonz these
were 7, D. Masterson L, Hward Masterson and Williem Tilghman, There was
also smong these officers Den Daniels who, according to Thecdore
Toosevelt, was one of the bravest mershels on the frontier .123

Tyo grave yards were oarly sgboblisbed in Dodee City. W"3o0E HILIM
vhere thoso were buried vho died with theiy hoots on and snobher for
those who dief & natural desth. YHoot Hill® soor outgrewr the other

cemetery in populati@n.._mé'

fagber than they could dbury thou. De goon lesyned thabt these

Streeter, op. elt., p. 173, -
1=y .
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Alter a fewy days of frolic and debauchery in these wicked eslttle

touns, the cowboy wee resdy in conpany with his eanrades to start back

$o Texas, with nobt ono dollar of his Sumer's wazes in bis pocket 50

¥r, MeCoy made excepbions to this in the followlins:
To this rether hard drawn pilceture of the cowbhoy

there ares nany creditable excepiions, but it is idle 0 demy
the fact that the wild reekless conduct of the covboy vhile
drurk, in comection with that of the worthless northern
renesades heve brought the persomel of the Texasm eattle
trade inko great dlsrepube and filled many graves with
vickims, Bub by far the larger portion of those killed are
of that class that can be spared without detriment to the
good morale, smd respectabillity of humanity.

As some historlaens have stoabed, tle couboy had e yesrning to got

back bto the grest ez of btossing horus, to the feal of the saddle, %o

the great, fres open life of the ranps, d to the country where ¥Suwy

1287

@& net on the lone prair-~ee™ was the favorite song. Iome cooking

had a bipg sttrection, but the calf ribs bhroiled before the camp firve,
the Dubeh oven cooked loins, sweebt bresds, coffee that tasted of tin,
cnd snmoke, aad the corn moal biseuiis were Touds thet would always

bring the carboy back. That treil cook's call st sarliest daim seemed

" . . 25
1o gwaken wmore ayppebite ivn the coboy than a well set hroskiast ,l‘“

125
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DECLINE OF THE LONG IRIVES
Chapter Five

There were several causes for the decline of the long drives of
cattle from Texas to Kansas, This decline began in the 80's of the
nineteenth century.

The quarantine laws passed by the northern states wes one of the
reasons for the close of the drives. The one affecting the Texan
cattlemen the most was the Kansas quarantine law which was passed by the
Kansas Legislature and became a law Merch 12, 1885, This law stated
that

In the trail of any person charged with the viola-
tion of any of the provisions of this act, and in the
triel of any eivil action brought to recover damages
for the communication of Texas, splenic, ar Spanish
fever, proof that the cattle which such person is
charged with driving or keeping violation of law, or
which are claimed to have cammunicated the said disease,
were brought into this state between the first day of
March and the first dey of December of the year in which
the offense was committed, or such cause of action arose,
from south of the thirty-seventh parallel of north
latitude, shall be taken as prima facie evidence that
such cattle were capable of camunicating and liable to
import Texas, splenic, or Spanish fever, within the
meaning of this act, and that the owner or owners or
persons in charge of such cattle had full knowledge and
notice thereof at the time of the commission of the
alleged offense. The violation of the act is made a
misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of not less than
$100, no more than $2000, or by imprisonment in the
county jail not less than thirty days and not Mﬁ’thnn
one year, or by both such fine and imprisonment.

It was considered by a majority of the members of congress at that
time that the quarantine laws were passed because of commercial and
economic reasons. These reasons werej first, they did not want the

campetition of the Texas cattle; second, they found out the Texas

129
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cattle "ate out"™ the grass upon ranges which for years past they had re~
garded, as by prescriptive right, their own; third, the contact of
their herds with the Texas herds tended to depreciate the breed of their
cattle, owing to the fact that the Texas herds ususlly contained a cer-
tain proportion of Texas bulls, ™0

In some instances the cattle passing by the homesteader's fam
would tear down the fences and destroy the crops. As the drove of
cattle went by, the farmer would be mounted on a plow horse, armed with
a pitehfork, helping to rush the cattle along, demanding damages and no
doubt thirsting for the 1ife of the couboy.ul The farmer also believed
in herd laws, end that to the cattlemen was en wnpardonable sin,l°®

The cattlemen tried to keep moving westward and to stay out of the
path of the homesteader but the homesteader kept pressing onward,

Railway extension added another big chapter to the history of the
disappearance of the western renge. After being built, the millions
invested in railroads had to earn large dividends. They received these
dividends by boosting the land and resources of the country and as a
result started a flood of newcomers.l>> These newcomers were told and
showed that their presence was not wanted in the land of the cattle
kings, but the battle was fought end won by the newcomer.lo%

In the year of 1883 the barbed wire fence came into use which was

.

Ibid., p. 129.

Bdward E. Dale, "Passing of the Renge Cattle Industry in Oklahoma",
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another great damage to the cattle industry as stated by one historian

in the following:
The storms of winter, the mud holes of spring amd

the droughts of summer spilled loss to many a ranchmen,
but it was not thet which put an end to the opemn range,
nor was it even the gradual encroachment of the small
granger and later the dry farmer. It was an enemy more
insidious, more stealthy than these, which crept up week,
by week, month by month, yeer by year, and first restricted
then blotted out the cowboy life of the great plains—-
Barbed Wire!

The treil drivers too are gone. It is vain to look
for herds of thousands of long horn steers to come swing-
ing up the 014 Cow Trail. They have gone, and their
names are but & memory, though a glorious ome,

The Wild Texas long horned steer has almost gone,
too. They were a rugged breed, rather to be classed as
semi-wild than domesticated cattls. Yet they made the
fortunes of the West, and though they were hard to
fatten and harder still to handle, there is not a state
in the cow country which would not do well to put up a
monument in front of its capitol in memory of the long

horned stesr. What has changed face of the West?
Again the answear is--Barbed Wirel

The cattlemen leased the Indian lands for pasture because of the
scarcity of grass in the early '80's bub was denied this priviledge in
1885 when President Cleveland issued a proclamation declaring "all
leases on the Cheyenne~-Arapaho reservation void and the persons must
move within forty days, teking all cattle, horses and other property
with them."%® Fram this time on the ranch cattle industry declined
as rapidly as it had arisen. It was constantly hindered by hostile
public opinion, steady decline in prices, and by the losses of the
winter of 1886-1857 which 1eft almost every cattleman flat broke.l®?
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The renchman being unable to obtain ranges in the Indian Territory
by legel means were forced to secure indirectly, sné by ways that were
questionable, the range that they would have gladly secured at a fair
price by open mmtiatmn.m When they asked the government for aid
and protection, they were met by suspicion and open hostility. No
industry hes been more misunderstood than has the range cattle industry.l59

One old Texas treil driver, in expressirg the change in the cattle
country, made the following comment:

The renge cowmntry was intended for cattle and horses

and was the best stock ralsing land on earth until they

got to turning over the sod-improving the country as they

call it, Lord forgive them for such improvements! It

makes me sick to think of it. I am sick eaough to need

two doctors, a druggery, and a mineral spring, when I

think of onions and Irish potatoes growing where mustang

ponies should be exereising, and where four-year-old

steers should be getting ripe for market,140

The results af the big ocattle drives from Texas to the Kemsas .~
markets were very important in many ways.

The trail driver blazed the way that led to great comercial enter-
prises. They were the cause of the ranges being stocked from the Rio
Grende to the British possessicns that before their time was a land of
wild animals and ma.m

It is estimted by the most conservative trail drivers of that time,
that an average of 350,000 cattle were driven up the trails from Texas
each year for twenty-eight years, making s total of 9,800,000 cattle.

These cattle were sold by the Texas cattlemen at an average of tem
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dollars each, which made a sum of $98,000,000 received for the cattle
during the drives.l*® There were 1,000,000 horses driven up the trail
during this time and sold for ten dollars each, bringing the Texas men
$10,000,000 more to add to the cattle sales, making the sum total of
$108,000,000 received far range stock between the years of 1867 and
1895,14%

The circulation of the millions of dollars produced by the industry,
passing as it did, directly into channels that were opened to receive it,
produced a prosperity that has been in evidence in Texas for so many
years.m The great cattle industry brought about the sale of a large
tract of public land in the Panhandle of Texas and the money was used
to build the state capitol of Texas, which cost t:s,soo,ooo.m’ The cow=
boys spoke of this ranch as the "Capitol reservation” or as the
"syndicata".]‘“

If the trail drivers had not driven the herds to market the long
horned cattle would have died on the ranges and the vast unstocked
lands would have remained dormant and unproductive. Ranclmen would have

left Texas disgusted and broke, and development would have been checked
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Fakal
]

for many years.]“w The railroad oy have nevsr reachod the Rio fGrands

up ¢ now, as $he inducement would not have been abtiractive, No one
imows what would have happesned had the Horthern trall never exisbted, bub
in Texma the trail drivers wrote their opinions and read thoen ab the
Aeunion of the 0ld Time Trail Drivers Associstion whieh were:
It is plein thot all comercial achisvements,

civilization, good govermuent, christisnity, morality,

our secnocl systan, the use of all school mmd sbeie

lands making then revenue-beerers, the expansion of the

stock business fran the Rio Graande to Canpdsy, viieh is

producing millions of dollars; the building of rall-

rosds, factories, seaports, agriculiure advancements

end everything else vertaining to prosperity ecan be.

traced directly t@ ;he achievenents of the old-time

trail drivers.

When one of the few old-time cowboys goes wp the trail now thet he
once traveled, he will travel on a cenent highwey and instead of herds
of lorg horns he will see speeding mutamobiles with an occasicnal pailr

of lorg herns for e radintor ormament. If the trall driver prefers a

train vide he mmy step into a passenser coach of the Chieago, Rock

129]

Island and Pecific Railway and travel slong nesr the 01d Chisholm Trail,
He will 4%len realize the trails he blazed and "broke" are the oues that
are used for modern Sransporiation.

Oklahems shared with Texas and other gtates the benelits derived

Tran the cattle arives and hes ersctad a sbabus in honor of the e"“ly

cowboy on the capitol grounds at Oklahoma City.




THZ WESTERIER

E.

bd

+ Dale

I do not ecare Jor your honking cars,
&nd the rTosr of the passing traing,

But I love the joys of every nolss

Of the wide and windswept plalns,

The ringing spur, and ths Jingling bis,
#nd the coyotes mournful well

nd the loving steer

Ave the things 1 heor

fhen I $hink of $he old Horth Trail.

By dey I sse the busy crowds

hat throng yowr cities here

But aniehte I dremm

of the sxmlighta gleam

On prairies brown and sare,

I see the herd as 1t winds elong,

With a serpents sinuwous gracs,

And lean brown men, in the branding pen,

Bach with a swn burnsd faee,

I hate the odors foul anmd stale
That £111 ench dirdty slm

But I love each smell I

love so well

Of the land froam which I come

The pungent smell of the snoky fire



With ite fragrant colleo poi,
Aé the flowers sweab,

Yneath the ceittle’s fest

Are snells no men forgehs.

I have @ll kinds of dainty fonds

AYL Binds of things to drink

With bacon on the side,

Or g

g couple of stacks
of hot flep jacks,

Afber o hard doy's ride.

I feel the city hold me close
I hgte its fowl embrace

and its tainbed breath

like a thing of death

Hlows hot upon my face,

ind mer'ries cae of the balmy air,

<

£ the plains vhere I used 10 yest

And sleen so oft on the

A8 my own dear nother's breast,

In everybhing I voueh or tasite
Or sméll or hear or see

I find in a1l = ceuaseless cell

A

o,

%
£



Denied it will not be
The Zast has been so kind to me
And yet I needs must say

The Golden West I love the dest,

And I'm going back somedey. 3

1%
E. E, Dale, "The Westerner", Prairie Schoomer end other Stories.
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APPEDIX
T CTISTOL TRAIL IN LAY
The State of Oklakhoma in 1931l passed the following law:
The Two Cattle Trails
Inrolled
House Bill He. 149

An act providing for locating, traeing, mapping and filing plates
of the lines of the 0ld EBstablisbed Cabtle Treils Across the State of
Oklahoma, and providing for the expenses of such work, and declaring an
EIETEeNCY . '

Bae it enacted by the Peopls of the State of Oklahoma:

Section 1. It shall be the duty of the State Highway Department
- of the State of Oklasboma, and the said departuent is regquired to im-
mediately loecate the earrect line of the o0ld sstablished Chisholm Trail
across the Stéte of Oklehoma, showing @8 near as possible the exact
location that the same crossed each seetion of lend in said sbaete in its
course Iron the point vhere said trail erossed the south line of said
state in southern Jefferscon County, Oklahoma, to where 1t crossed the
northern Crant County, Oklahoma, and said Hiphway Deperiment shall also
locste in the seme marmer the corpect line of the old sstablished Texas
Gattle Trall crossing western Cklahome fran where it crossed the south
line of the State of Oklahoma, crogsing the Red River et what i8 known
as Dosn's Store or Doan's Crossing, and following the line of said trail
north $o vhere it c¢rossed the rorth line of seid State of Oklahoma
south of Dodge City or Fort Dodge, Xmnsas,. The said department sﬁall
cause mups 0 be made of tho sald loesbions so determined by them, which
sald neps shall show the ..'Lcezzdl; ion of the main line of the Rock Island

Railmey ruming seross said siste do Lallss, Texes, sod sball show the



lccation of trhe présent Meridien Miglwmy, being Government Higlumy No.

St 9,

81, merass eald stobs, end the proximliy of sald hishway to the ssid

trail.
| Bsction 2. A% least one 20py of the éaiﬁ maps ahove referred to
ghell be ratained m o oﬁ‘ice of the Stabe Highway Department, ad

,fne copy sh’alljbg i’urﬁmhed $¢ tha Sﬁ;&te 'ﬁistarical Society t0 be pree-

" served in tho offica of said soctaty, and thob smaller coples of the
éﬁﬂa szrugvl.l be propared, olthar by dralfts or by\printing, and shall be bj
t},f;;e aaid Hig ey Departuant and by the said -S‘tafa‘i‘ii's’z;:oric;al Scciety
fornishod 0 all known wap mekers, who are maling and placing upon fhe
markets neps of the Stube of Oklahoma, 0 that the sawme may be copied
and msert‘ecl o1 82id mEps. ]

'Sectioﬁ 3. Thet =11 expensses comécted with the carryving out of

t‘his- .,prwisién shall be— defrayed and paid by the Stete Uighwey Depart-
ment out of any amilabie funds in their hands, provided, that in no
evant, shall theﬂezpensas exceed five hundred dollors (4500,00) out of
the General Eeveme Mund,

| Section 4, It being immediately necesgsery for the pras‘erfatién of .
the public peace, health and safety, en emergency is thersby declared -
to exist, by resson whereof this Aet shall take effect and be in full L

Torce from and after its’ passage arid approval.
Pasged by the Senabe this 26tk dey of March, 1931.
RORERT BURNS

Presgident of Senate

Paased by the House of Nepresentstives this 87%h day of March, 1821
CLRIDON WEAVER

Specker of the Louse of Representatives



Approved by the Governor of the State of Oklahoma:
On this 31 day of March, 1931,
Wil H. MURRAY
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