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CHAPTER l 

THE PROBLEM 

Introduction. -Thia stud;y ia based upon th assumption that 

by his opinions expresses his attitude. 

l 

The thod used is essentialJJ' that used by L. L. "fhurstone and 

h . 1 
E. J. Chan in the aaurement ot attitude toward t e church . 

might make a false at.ate ent regarding h1s t.rue opinion, but 

his actions also b a distortion of. his att.itude. Thie 1s typified 

by the politician 1tho extends tri dship and ho pitallty in overt action 

bile hiding an tt.itude that he expresses re tru.tb1'ully to an in

ti.mate friend; thus, neither his opinion nor hi overt actions con

stitute in any senM an infallible guide to the subjective inclinations 

and preterence.s that constitute hi real attitude. e st remain 

content therefore to use opinions or other fonu ot action as indices 

of attitude only. There ia · discrepancy, o error of eaeurement. as 

it ere, between the opinion or overt action that i s used as an index 

and t.he attitude that we infer tl'O such an index. 'l'hurstone says, 

But thi.a discrepancy b teen the index and "truth" is uni
versal. . en you want to know the temperature of your roo · , you 
look at the thermometer and use its reading aan index o! temp
erature ju.at as though there was a single temperature reading 
Which is th "correct•r one for the room. It it 1s desired to 
ascertain the vol e ot a glass paper ight, the volume is post
ulated as an attribute ot the pi ce ot' el ss, even though volume 
is an abstraction. The volume is measured indirectly b" noting 
the deminaiona or the glass or by rsing it in water to see 
how much ater it displaces. 'l'hese t procedures give two in
dices which might not agree exactly-. In almost every situation 
involving asu nt there is postulated an abstract continuum 
such as volume or temperat.ure , and the allocation or the thing 
measured to that continuum is aecompli8hed usually- by indirect 
means through one or more indices. Truth ie interred onl7 rrom 
the relat.ive consistency of the several indie s, since it is nev r 
directly knol'fft . e are dealin ith the same type or situation 
in att mpting to e ure attitude. e must postulate an attitude 

L. L. Thuretone, and E. J. Chave, The lleasurement of Att.itude. 
P• 1-96, 1928. 



variable which i like practically- all other measurable attributes 
in the nature or an abst ract continuum, and we ust find one or 
or indices which il~satisfy us to the extent th t they re 

int n1ally consistent. 

or the !Talue or attitude easurement, s. H. rltt. has this to aay, 

Actu ly a great deal or significant work is being done in 
the field or ttitude measure ent. Polls or opinion by the An1-
er1can Institute ot Public Opinion, ortune ma zine, and the 
Psychological Corporation have been 11 executed and have had 
great practical value. The sychological orporation in part
icular has reduced many a proble in business and industry to a 
scientific study of attitudes, always with due caution against 
sweeping generalizations. Caretully controlled attitude studie 
are often helpful ln giving ap~roximations ot attit des which 
could not. otherwise be found. • ••• 

2 

The writer chose Thurstone•s procedure beeause it was less fatiguing 

t-o the judges and because the statistical work was not nearly so pro

hibitive• at least., as co p red to other !amilar tudiee. 

Previous Studies ot Similar Problel!l8.--C ttell is considered by 

Tburetone and Chav to have pioneered in this ork and to have been th 

first man to apply psyehophy~ical thods to the erururement o! social 

values. He 

4 men. 

sured the est ted degrees of eminence of' scientif'ie 

cattell•s students ap lied th~ same thods with variations and 

short cuts to them surement of other soc-ial values, examples of 

which are the experi"'ents of ,'ells in easuring liter ry merit and the 

experiments of Thorndike in e surin t n.o estimated excellence orb nd-

ritin s and o! children's drawings . 5 

Other studi s de by Tburstone were those on attitude toward 

P triotisn, Law, Co uni , Treat ent of Criminals , Prohibition, 

Evolution, Birth Control, the egro, nd the Church. 6 

2 L. L. 'i'hurstone, "Attitude Can be easured.,' The American 
Journal of Sociology# 33: 532-53.3, 1928. l S. H. Britt, Social Psychology of dem Life, p . 120, 1941. 

5 L. L. 'l'hurstone, and E. J. Chavo, 2.e..• cit., p . xii. 1928. 
6 L. L. Thurstone, and~. J. Chave, 2.E.• ~., p. 2. 1928. 

L. L. Thurston&, Tests on ttitudes. 
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About 1928 F. K. Shuttleworth dapted a test devised by 

Dr. Hornell Hart in developing a new method or measuring character 

traits. 

Shuttleworth says this of his questionnaire method, 

•••• This new method would seem applicable to the measurement 
of any of the attitudes and interest5 that make up character. 7 

s. H. Britt sees a value in attitude measurement and describes the 

following works. 8 

Ch ssell made a rather elaborate study of overt behavior. He 

secured data on 300 adults concerning their present personality traits 

and attitudes, their earlier religious and social activities and also 

the personalities of their fathers, mothers, brothers, and sisters. By 

means of a statistical analysis, Chassell demonstrated that there was 

such a pigh degree of relation between a subject's present sex adjustment 

and the incidence of parental threats and punishments tor sex activities 

in childhood, as to indicate a causal relation between the two. 

Lois B. Murphy determined sympathy scores for large numbers of 

children. The type of measurement used was highly reliable, and the in

teresting thing is that the sympathy scores of the children vc1 ried 

decidedly in terms of the child's present situation, for exarnple whether 

the child v1as i11 a situation in hich he felt. himself reasonably se-

cure. 

Schanck investigated the attitudes of the members of the Baptist 

Church and the Methodist Church toward different ethods of Baptism, 

in a relatively small community. He made contrast s of their attitudes 

hen t hey were quired as church members and when they were asked hat 

their private feelings ere. 

'/ F. K. Shuttleworth, "A. New ethod o! Measuring Character Traits, tt 
School and Society, 19:682, 1924. 

S. H. Britt, 21?.• cit., p. 108-119, 1941. 

3 
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Meltzer de study' conceming the experiences of anger of 

college students. 

E. S. Robinson d~ study during the latter part of the Hoover 

dminstr tion in ~hich questionnaires ere sent to several thousands of 

votere., and on which the subjects were asked to mark certain ite s 

as true, probably true, undecided, probgbl.y false or fals. Following 

thi these voters list ned to variotts ra io speeches by prominent in

dividuals on topics touched on in the questionnaire. The voters again 

filled out the questionnaire and the result8 wer tsbul ted. Robinson 

found that there re ct.ually very few people- who changed their atti

tudes as re resented hy their verbal opinions [I"l")m t he true to the 

false side or the ledger, or even !rom prob bly tru to probably false. 

However, there ere numerous chan es from probably true to true and 

r prob.ably false to !al:se. Robinson concluded that people had 

heard a phrase lfhich gave authority to a particular predilection., and, 

as a result, their uncertainty s changed to certainty. 

An experiment by Annis. and Meier as devoted to th-e attitude ot 

75 univ;eraity tu.dents toward the Honorable • Uorri Hu.ghes, Prime 

lfiniater ot Australia. for several ye rs. A preliminary test show d that 

he as unfamilar to the • Half of the t.hen read planted literature 

i n .favor of Hughes, the remaining l! read liter ture which was un

favorable. The results sho ed that their attitudes changed from no 

attitude to one or like or di like, according to th pro a nda that 

t hey h d been reading. 

Peterson and T:hurstone conducted one on t he eft ct of motion 

pict ures on children. In this case they were fir t!Jt e sured for their 

attitude and then shown the picture. Two examples w re attitudes 

to ard the ._ eg and th Chin se. t'or t ho e on the egro the picture 



"The Birth of a Nation" was shown. After seeing it their attitude 

changed to one of disfavor toward the Negro and as later tests showed 

it remained so for five months. By showing to those taking the one 

on the Chinese the picture, "The Son of the Gods, 1 a favorable atti

tude to -ard them was built up. With other pictures, attitudes toward 

the Garoans, leniency toward criminals, pacifism, and gambling were 

changed to favor except for gambling which was brought into disfavor. 

5 

E. L. Thorndike investigated question of values, reporting his 

findings in his Presidential Address to the American Association for 

Advancement of Science. This study was that of the questionnaire method. 

His effort was designed to show why we spend what we do for certain things. 

An interesting attempt to portray men on the basis of highly gen

eralized attitudes or values was made by E. Spranger. In his work em

phasizing the ne5leeted cultural aspects of personality Spranger listed 

the six types of interests as being the theoretical, the economic,the aesthetic, 

the social, the political, and the religious. These six sets of values 

refer not to types of men but to general attitudes which may be found 

in varying degrees in different people. G. W. Allport and P. E. Vernon 

sensed the importance of these values in t he personality of the individual, 

and in a study entitled, "Study of Values," they devised a test to measure 

these values. The Study ot Values is not very diagnostic for the in-

dividual personality but it can be used fo~ obtaining generalizations 

about groups. The validity of this test has been shown by the tact 

that it differentiates students according to occupational interests. 9 

Origin of Present Study.-While ma.king a study of Thurstonets pro

cedure in preparing items for measuring attitude toward the church, the 

9 Daniel Katz, and Richard L. Schanck, Social Psychology, p. 445-
447. 1938. 
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writ er becam , deeply interested in kn :wing what. peopl really thoueht 

or de!:Ocraoy and d cided. to use the s !l procedure to prepare items which 

could be used to rnake an attitude test on demoer-a.cy. 

It is hoped fro this and .simili r t.udies that responsible leaders 

y be giv~n the to::>ls l .Lth .. icb to measure the trend, wheth r rig' t or 

wron , of the peo le of this nation to ard governm ·nt and to thro some 

light upon th ir task of formulating objecti voa tor civic education and 

the development of social attitudes in p ople. 



CHAPTER II 

'l'heory or Attitud. eaaur t 

The Possibility o easuring Attitude.-According to Einst in's 

theory or relativity. all things re relative. If this b true it is 

just as legitimate to measur the attitudeu ot man as it io to use so 

other relative term to describ his age or weight. 

n's attitude i a co.m,olex affair th t no single numerical ind$X 

can describe, but so is the measurement of a piano. For a lengthy 

description of each, several indices a.re us d. 

In attacking the proeeau ot Thurston, H •• Johnson reasons thus: 

Ir a is gre ter than band b 1s reate.r than c, t.hon a is 
ater t an c. • • • • The pr ceding procedure i correct., but if we 

7 

ere to subject say 100,000 persons to the so called r tional 
Intelligene T~st., C".)unt the eonv ntional ans rs that each i n
dividual retume, and then o certai that 70,o ot the . opulation 
answered few.er of these qunstions conventionally than John Walker 
answered conventionally, and that .35% of the same population answer-

. ed r er of these que tions conventio ally than did milliam Carp nter, 
then e might assign to 'talker the number 70 and to Carpenter the 
num..ber 35 to denote their res. ective centile ratings in the pop
ulation of tested individuals. But then th s numbers ~ould bo 
ordinal nut::1bers, and it would be absurd to say that because alker's 
plaee in the series is denoted y a nu;r,h r w· ic:h is twice a:s great 
as the number which denotes Carpenter's place, :alkor has trlc 
as much national i~t.elli.,t.mc which thes.e individual- mny be tho ht 
0" AS !)OS essin~. 

But it i,eem.s as thou,)l H. • Johnson for ets that. t ese teats are 

so de 1 ed as to ve o,ly rel tie l"e ult and the degre~ ot agree ent 

or disagreement is nl.y for the tii:.e bein,r and only for items in the test, 

otherwise there ttld be no hope i help1.nr, humanity t o A better world, a 

o,.. e ~Lasing arh enduring at1;1 sp ar in h • ch to live. 

T'ne nedian or attitude is .eteeted in r l asa gonera.l 



manner and is relative as a;re all things, therefore, this gives us the 

starting point which Johnson says we need when he makes this statement, 

In brief no property of any att;tude can be measured unless 
the attitude can first be detected. 

In the measurement of attitude the writer wishes to state, what he 

considers the meaning of certain words to be . 

8 

The concept of 11attitude" bein the sum total of a man's inclinations 

and feelings, prejudices or bias,preconceived notions, i deas, fears, 

threats, and convictions about any specific topic. It is admittedly a 

subjective and personal affair. 

The concept of opinion will mean a verbal expression of attitude. If 

a man said that we made a mistake 1n entering the war against Germany, 

that statement would be called his opinion. The term opinion will be re

stricted to verbal expression. But it is an expression of what ? It 

expresses an atti ude supposedly. There should be no difficulty in un

derstanding this use of the two terms. The verbal expression is the 

opinion. The writer's interpretation of such an expressed opinion would 

be that the man's attitude is pro-German. An opinion symbol izes an 

attitude. 

The riter wishes to measure attitudes and is not interested 1n 

opinions for the letters, words, or immediate meaning of the statement 

merely as it is, but is, in this study, interested in the man' s attitude 

toward democratic government, his conception' of what the term democracy, 

for the present really means to him. 

As pointed out in the introduction the man may distort his real 

attitude . There is an old proverb hich is something of this nature, 

.Z H. 11. Johnson, 2£· ~, p. 350, 1936. 
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e are kno · by our ee.ds, ir but our ct.ions s shown every day are dis

tortion... ,Je x.tend ov rt actions of ho pitality o our boresome 

neighbors 1 onl: to k~ep !ro::n hurting thair f eelingo, while r.e ~xpr s our 

dislikes of the to a more intimate one. The riter f ls justified in 

us.in opinion a n ind x of ~tti ud. The riter i. ware o the fact 

that there is soma ser pancy bet·e n the op.i11io or overt ctio that 

is used as an inde.x and the ttitude th t ie in! rred f'rorn thi ind x. 

In this study the writer doe~ not imply that peon e will act in 

accordance _th the opinions exp s$$d y th"..m., but b 11 ves that it will 

be interestin and helpful to know what t hey are try g to m. k other 

orrns of umanity alieve th ir attitude to be on the sulject. 

It is assumed that. an attitude cale i u.aed only in ... itu tions in 

a onably sub acts to tell the truth about their V . 
convict ons. 

The ttitude V iable.--In the be .L.,n1n of th aasur ent of 

attitude ar1 attitude variabl should be stated ·n.d the measurer.lent. 

limited to th t. The writer believes tho best method of ocplaining an 

attitude .. riable .ns eonceiv d by him would b to give an example of it. 

For instance in the quostion of governr.i.ental control or wheat acrea e, 

let our variable be rror.1 complfft 1. ck of governmental control to com-

lete omin nee by the govat'1'1ment . ,! woul of c urse have neutral 

zone. 

In thi s e questi n e mi t h:;v a stat t thus, gov rnmental 

control of h t has increased the anut. c ige. This st$!temant. is 

irrelevant in that it doe$ not belong to th &ttitud . riable.sinc it 

doe not concern v rnm.ental control, but it is 

The writ r be i v t t th 

the 

• ty of 6UC stat . e ts ill elimi.11ate 
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The attitude variable should be such that it can be ted in terms 

of l' or less, tor example, hen we eOJ?Ipn.re th..e attitudes of eople by 

s;t~"n o e is or CO'""."llUnisti c, pacif'iatic er realistic han another. 

P'igu e 1 represents an attit cl-e varia:>l , ,ext . ly und roocratic 

to ext . ely democratic, with neutral ~ll.a. A person ho talks un

dooocroticall;r ill b.e located to the left ol the lleut..ral zone, say at 

d, while on& t lking dernocraticall.y :i.11 be ocated to the ri . t, say 

I e I I I 

rigur 1. 

at a. It is osaible o conceive of a f · ~ r cy dist ibution to represent 

th~ distribution of attitude in a speci.iied group on the subject or 

There is so e ,.. ,i iuity in using the tem ttitude i."l th plural. 

A.."l attitu e ie rep sented s a point on e at--tit:.ude continuum. Con

sequently there is an infinite number of attitudes th t ·ght be re

presented along the attitude scales. In practice however we do not dif

ferentiate so finely. Inf ct, an attitude., ~~ctically s_poaking is 

represented by a certain n· rro~ ran' e or vicd.nit.y on the 3cal • ·hen a 

frequency distribution is d awn for any continuous ariable, .. uch as 

stature., e classtiy the variable for dcscripti e pil.l.•poi:;as into atep , 

or chss-int ,rvals. The ~ tt.itude v· :doble can al ~1 he divided into cl ss

intervals and the f'.requ ·aey counte- in cach class-interval. i/hen the 

writer s t>.aka of an attit.udd., h~ shall ref r to a point, or 1·estricted 

ran.re., on th t.titude e::,utiiiuum.. Seversl at.tit d s vdl be considered 

not as a et of dise~te entitil3s but · s a serios of class-intervals 

al ng the attitud 3cale. 
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. Freguency Distribution o! Attitudea.-on the SC4"lle in fi a one 

as you s~e dia ti 11 ~ nerson w th sympathi s pointin0 at ould 

be xt. me der.:iocratie, one at b ct nocr- tic but not nea1 .. ly so much 6 8 at 

, whilo e w uld b ext · ~ un z.ocr: t e, cind d onl:r :dig tly so. 

! :,ct ~ u see a • "'roon o willin to indor e o ral oo nione 

t.h a ,rta. rang o... tho seal • th t 

p re~n t: d 

id r thos 

willing to indoi-·· s fro., f t b nd ·ould con

ro b to e"loe nti and 

C hi.ch a ou e th n hi ttitudn trot ld 

by th r ave"'a ~ ran e th~ t. he indor a , unless h car 

a sin le opin~on hich most ne~ ly repr sents hi~ opinion. 

represented 

t s lect 

nt for Attitude~.--The only way to identify the 

differe t attitudes (points on the line) is to use a set of opinions s 

land.mar s n it :ere ror the dif"ferent steps or art.n of the scale. The 

final scale consists ot a series of ~tatomenta of opinions, e ch of which 

is allocated to a particular point on the b,•se line.. tarting with 62 

tatements the writer expects to end up wi-th app~rl tely 20 st tements 

or opiniona tt1ich are fairly evenl distributed on the scale. 

In o er to determine how far aoart the st~tements shoul b on the 

final sc le, a series of opinions w~ given to a E?rOUP of o er a hundred 

people. They ere a sked to arrange the.l! in order fro · the most d.emocrst

ic to the most U."ldel:3.0oratic. The ri ter did not ask th tor their 

oJ')i"l ons. Th t ·e nnother t.ter entirely. 

The point, on linear s<"...cle at which fifty p r cent of ths j •d a 

b liev a stat ent should be oeat d to the left of n fifty per cent 

believe it sh uld ~ 1 eat to the right of, is desi ated as the 

seal lue of the statero nt. This value is assi, ed to the statement 



and is u od i.n scorl " the p . r or the individual takin . the test. 

The fina ~co ,b g the .nean scal.e v ue of all indorsed st t ·ents, 

s o rs t,l'le c r11_pnrsion o tha individual ' opinion with th t of other 

indivi tta e t,$i.k r • t. ,e sa test. 

Th p-r t c. (Hrt.com or thi ~ roeed N i a seriea of state . nts 

of opinions a . .1.located al.on • too bP e l:tne o. F.i. . ure raneing fro ex

t r.;ely der. ocratic to ox.tr ely under.: cratic. 

12 



CHAPTER III 

Construction of Attitud Scale 

13 

Collections of Ooinions for t he Scale~~The writer formulated 62 

statem nts of opinion on democracy. These statements were believed to 

be expressive of attitudes covering all oasible eradations f the seale. 

I n aking tis list of stat ments the following pr ctical criteria 

were a plied: 1. The state ents ere ade a~ brief a p ssibl to keep 

fro fatiguing the judges. 2. An effort was made to o construct the 

statenent that they could be indor ed or rejected as a whole in ac

cordance with their agreeme tor disagreement with the attitude of the 

ju ges . 3. The acceptance or ejection of the tatem nt must be such that 

it indicates something of the reader ' s attitude about the issue . 4. Double

barrele statements were avoided as much as possible. 5. A large majority 

of the state ents must really belong on the attitude variable that is to 

be measured. Of eourse if a amall number of irrelev nt stat ments should 

be left int e series the ambiguity will eliminate them. 

Thirty one statements were contained in e ch of tw forms A and B 

res actively at the beginning of this experiment. The nwnbering of the 

state ~nts w s quite arbitrar and served only as means of identifica

tion. 

LIST OF OPI. 1IONS BOUT DE! OCRACY 

orm. 

1. There are times when it is justifia le for th& govenunent to tell ue 
what and how much to plant. 

2. Any t her form of government will produce men nho are more hardy and 
cap b le and know their business better th n will a govern, ent based on 
d ocratic principles. 

J. People are more nearly equal, hap ier, more helpful, and less tax
burdened in a paternalistic form of government. 



4. During times of utmost gravity, when men are betraying their brothers 
and fello countrymen, national regimentation of youth is justifiable. 

14 

5. Jeho e.h'o iitnesses should be allowod to voice their feelings publicly. 

6. No Catholic should ver become president of the United States •. 

7. All people should e forced to salute the flag. 

8 . When a gov rnment is hone3tly trying to get itself solidly established, 
it has good justification for using some vlolence and repressi n if these 
seem necessaJ7. 

9. A negro has just as much right to hold a public office as has a member 
of any other race. 

10. \;e should ace pt the , ill of the majority a the true and rightful 
solution to questions of public concern. 

11. There are moments during periods of great uncertainity when we should 
let skilled persons tell us hat to eat· d drinl nd wear in order to 
make our nation strong r, greater, and less susceptible to invasion. 

12. There should be goverrunental control of labor during times of war. 

13 . Every pupil should be made to repeat the Lord' s Prayer at the beginning 
of school. 

14. All of the Japanese should be run out of California and back to their 
nat ve land. 

15. The fish and game in the nation belong to us; we have a right to catch 
and kill them whenever we 11ant to. 

16. eachers should be allowed to teach what they believe is t e truth. 

17. In order to help keep us from beings indled, the government should 
control prices . 

18. In order to insure proper nutrition and prevent famine, the governing 
body of our nation should nllow all individuals the same amount of food 
and buy up t he rest to save for emergencies. 

19 . Every ma e citizens ould be forced to give one year of his life in 
service for the state whether he wants to or not. 

20. 1'ne determination of policies and la11rn of our government should be 
entrusted to a specially trained personnel. 

21 . All individuals should have equal voice in determining the policies of 
the governme t. 

22. Social positions should depend upon pr-ofessional status. 
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23. 11 individuals should have equal socia status reg rdless of economic, 
cultural, or intellectual qualification, and regardless of race or 
natio ality. 

24. All hould share equally in the products of labor and industry. 

25. ocial p sitions should depend upon religious status. 

26. The natural resources of a count belohg to all the citizens alike. 

27. I n order to unify and strengthen the polici s of our nation, only 
native bo n mericans h l d be allowed to hold public offic and to 
follow a pro ession. 

28. Any indiv dual has the right to amass as much wealth as his ingenuity 
will per. t. 

29. I vi w of fifth column activi y, ur libra ie an docunvmt rooms 
should be limited to only known citizens. 

30. Anyone who believes in the nationaliz tion of land has the right to 
ar vocate it publicly. 

31. 11 children bet~een ages of 6 and 16 should be sent to Sunday 
School so as to make our nation stronger and more philanthropic. 

Fo B' 

• Th president should be allow d to do as he ish sin order to make our 
nation stronger. 

2. The people should be permitted to read all the proragunda put out 
by such foreign organizations R the Nazis, Fasc'sts, and Communists. 

J. The government should 11 w no one to amass a f rtune exceeding ~10,000. 

4. All pu lie school pu~ils are ca_ hle and should help to determine the 
studies and activities which constitute their scho 1 experi .nces. 

5. Social positions should de.end upon racial status. 

6. The army should take over private enterprase 1 hen it deems it necessary. 

7. The writ of search causes us to lose a great deal of valuable evidence 
in our fight against crime; therefore, it should be abandoned and a system 
of common sen eon the part of our of icer suhstituteo. 

8. Our defense work would be etter if the president did as he pleased. 

9. Democracy is too timid, especially for the present er sis. 

10. If everything was governmentally controlled we would all get a square 
deal. 

11. Members of the German American Bund and similar organizations should 
not be permitted to don their uniforms a._nd parad the streets. 



12. There are times when the executi~n of radicals and enemies of 
the state is justifiable in the interest of unity and peace. 

lJ. The principles of democracy are the finest ever produced. 

11.i.. Social ositions should depend upon nationality status . 
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15. Persons working very peac fully against the government should not be 
prosecuted. 

16. It is aste of time and money to give some of our o~st criminals 
a chance to escape through influence of skilled criminal lawyers during 
trial by jUr-<J. 

17. Th.re are certain books published which our government should not 
permit adults to read. 

18. Durig times of great stress, we should have a strong !:'an t o guide 
us out of the crisis . 

19. In this great land in which we live, we should do as our state 
·muld have us do. 

20. An acknowledged person working against our 'beloved flag and our free 
country sh uld be shot upon the spot to assure us th the does not escape 
through our crooked prosecutors, lawyers, and prison officials . 

21 . Pro osing of ideas by our ineY,.perienced and often incapable laymen 
should be stopped, especially during these hard times . 

22. During times of international crisis, the government should control 
the radio to keep individuals working against our government f r om poison
·ng the minds of our people. 

23. Illiterate negroes should have the same rights to the polls as our 
com etent citizens enjoy. 

24. Int.he interest of unity nnd pcaco, no political pa ties should he 
allowed. 

25 . As lon~ as a porson is law abiding, he should. be permitted to ad
vocate over t hrow of the govornrnent. 

26. If our government were controlled b wise and economicDl leader, 
the eriods of ret, rded economic 1 rogrese w uld become much short r. 

27. I all profi ts ,rnre tnken out f business e s ould have less class 
hatr ed. 

28. Anyone should have the right to tell the p o~le all the good qualit i es 
of t he Uazi~ and Facists. 



29. Cur goveITl.Illent should tak control of ir.dustry during or present 
crisis in the interest or national defense. 

30. Individuals with an intelligence below the average should not be 
permitted to run for public o!fice. 
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31. If the govern.~ent ehould tell us ~hich occupation to enter, we would 
be CT:)re likely to fin ourselves doi."11'.7 , ork ~,hich ':se t11.or~ ghly enjoy 
and kno,";f to be of genuine rmblic s rvice. 

~ the reader has probably noticed, some of t he state~ents arc am

bi~ous. Having an objective criterion for measuring the degree of am

biguity, the writer h s felt justified in l eaving these statements to 

be eliminated by the judges. 

The Choice of Judges. --For judges the writer chose social studies 

people, social studies in this case including teachers of government , 

philoso hy, education, English, history, and American emocracy as well as 

socioligists proper •. Jud es o:f this type were used because the v:ery 

nature of their work, according to the writer' s opinion, places them in 

a bet ter position than that of other ty es of teachers to know the pros 

and cons of democracy. 

The Sorting Procedure . -The subjects ,,ere asked to sort the sixty

two statements in i'orrns A and B in accordance to the de ree with which 

they were democratic or undemocratic. Thy wer given eleven possible 

catagories in which to place these stat monts, r an"ini from , extremely 

democratic to K, extremely undemocratic with F, the neutral position in 

the middle . 

The subjects were given the follo,ing detailed i nstructions : 

1. The ace rn.panyi.rig statements in Forms A an B are items :for an 
attitud cale for measurine democracy. You will note that there 
a~e 62 items i n the two . rm.s. 



2. You will also find 11 narrow strips of paper labelled A, B, C, D, 
E, F, G, H, I., J, K, respectively, and below each letter, Fo~ ' A and 
FORM 

J . Arran e the a slips alphab tically l ith A on the left and K on t he 
rig t, then reRd the items in Form A. After r ading over the items 

t 01t ny ~vr luction, begin ,itr item l. If y u beli ,ve this 
statement represent, the hi hest dem cratic ideal or attitude, place 

on Hp A. If it represents the mnst undemocratic, place 1 on 
slip F, under Form A. On the slips bet een these positions, place 
the stat e!'1en i. accord ncP. dth the degree that the statem nt is 
dei.ocrati~ or undemocratic. Use the s11me method for Form B, but be sure 
t n n t e numberr:: und r Form Bon the slip. 

4 . You will have eleven piles arranged in the·order f value- estimat e 
from A, the highest, to K, the low~st . J0 not try to get the same 
numb r in each pile . The Are not evenly distri but ed . 
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5. It \Till prob bly t nke you thirty minutes to do this and our conscien
t ious help iill certainly e appreciat d. 

6. When you are t r ,"lugh with the rating, please return the material to 
your instructor, or to W. Tho.mas ri ht , 202 Mor r i ll Hall. 

7 . Just b.elmi Sllp A, put your name, field of study, teaching experience, 
and College classi fication . 

The returns from the first 100 subjects were tabulated to show where 

each individual placed each of the 62 s tatements. The swmnation of t his 

data was assembled into Table I . For i dentification pur oses the fir st 

column contains the code number of the statement . The second column 

contains the seal - value of each statement . ·vit hin column n er thr ee 

i s found the state ant's Q- value, which i e its measure of ambi guity. The 

s cale- value and the Q-value will be explained later on i n the chapter. 

The interpretation f or the remaining part of this t able, t aking st ate

ment To. I for example, is as follows . Eighteen per cent of the 100 

subjects pla ed statement No. I in the first pil e . This is i n-

dicated by the entry of 0 . 18 under pile A. Tventy two per cent placed 

it in A ur B; thirty percent in A, B, or C; thirty five ~er ce tin D 

or to the left of D; forty four per cent in E or to the lef t of E; 
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eighty to er cent in For to the left of F; eighty nine pr cent in 

G or to the left of G; ninety one per cent in Hor to the left of H; 

ninety t wo per cent i n I or to the let. of I; ninety four per cent in J 

or to the left of J, ,hie al placed it in Kor to the left of K. 

Th Consi~tency of~ Individual Subject.~ No in ividual 1 s paper 

was throvf!l o t b cause the writer thought he placed too many of the state

ments in one pile, for the writer believed that there ,,as a posibility 

t hat an individual Might be wn.-y conscientious and sincere in his con

ception of democracy and still place many of the statements in one or two 

pi les. 

Tvro papers were thrown o t uecause the subjects used tab lation marks 

i nstead of numbers thereby aking their conceptions unintelligabl e. 

The Scale Values.~The scale val es of the state, ents were determinod 

graphi cally. Two of the graphs are reproduced to illustrate thi s pro

cedure . Statement No. 25 under Form A is reproduced in Fig. 2 to show a 

statement of lorr ambiguity. This statement reads as follows: "Social 

positions should depend upon religious status . " Practically all the 

subjects classified this statement in the last two catagories on t he un

democr tic end of the scale. The curve crosses the 50% line at the in

t er olated scale value of 11.l, which is assi~ed as t e scale value for 

t his statement. The scale value is such that half the judges classified 

t his t atement as more fsvorAble to democracy than the position 11. 1, while 

half of them p ced the statement a loss avorabla to delilocracy th n 

thi s osition in the series of eleven catagories. 

The ambiguity of a st,. te ent is meas red by t e distance et ween the 

t wenty- fifth and the seventy-fifth percenti e and i designated as the 

Q V'dlue in Table I . 
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TABLE I 

State-:Scale- i ~~~~~-Accumulative Pro~p_o_rt_i.·o_n~~~~~~~~~ 
nent : Value : Q : A : B' : C : D : E : F : G : H : I : J : K 
Form A: :0-1 :1-2 : 2-3 : 3- 4 : 4- 5 : 5::6 :6-7 : 7-8 : 8- 9 : 9-10: 10-ll 

1 : 5.2 :3 . 5 :.18 : . 22 :.JO : . 35 :.44 :.82 :.89 :.91 :.92 :.94 :1.0 
2 :10.5 :2. 0 : . 02 :.OJ : .OJ : . 06 :.06 :.09 :.10 :.11 : . 22 :.38 :1.0 
J u. J :2.0 :.01 :.02 :.02 :.OJ : . 06 :.10 :.17 : . 41 : . 68 :.85 :1.0 
4 : 7.1 :5.5 : . 12 :.23 :.28 :.32 :.33 : . 38 :.49 : . 62 :.75 :.92 : l .O 
5 o.6 :5.0 : . 52 :.57 : . 62 :.66 : . 70 :.74 :.79 :.so : . 83 :.93 :1..0 
6 : 9.1 :1.5 :.04 :.04 :.07 :.08 :.12 : .18 : .19 :.22 :.26 : . 38 :1. 0 
7 : 8. 5 :3. 5 :.13 : .18 :.19 :.21 :.25 :.28 :.31 :.36 :.75 :.82 :l.O 
8 : 5.6 :4. 8 :.08 : . 18 :.26 :.32 : .33 :.40 : . 56 :.78 : . 88 : .94 :l.O 
9 0.8 :2.3 :.62 :.68 :.76 :.80 :.86 : . 90 :.93 : . 93 :.96 : . 96 :1. 0 
10 : 1.2 :1.9 :.JJ : . 44 : . 67 : . 85 :.S9 :.94 : .97 :.98 : . 98 :.99 :l.O 
11 : 5. 6 :6. 5 : .18 :.25 :.37 : . 44 :.46 :.53 :.58 :. 8 :.95 :.,97 :1.0 
12 : 3.2 :3. 5 : .17 :.28 ·:.46 :.56 : . 71 :.75 :.77 : . 79 : . 88 :.95 :1. 0 
13 : 8. 5 :3.0 :.0 :.O :.01 :.02 :0. 3 :,14 : . 29 : . 34 : . 64 : . 78 :l.O 
14 :11.0 :2.0 : . 02 :.03 : . 05 : . 07 :.09 :.12 : .15 :.20 :.26 :.29 :l.Q 
15 :10.2 :J.8 :.03 :.09 :.10 :.12 : .15 :.20 :.27 :.37 :.38 :.42 :1.0 
16 : 2.3 :5 .0 : .44 :.48 :.58 :.65 : . 70 : .76 :.82 :.87 : .88 :.95 :1.0 
17 : 7.6 :4.1 :.04 : . 07 :.15 :.21 :.,29 :,35 :.44 :.58 : . 91 :.97 :1.0 
18 : 8.4 :2.5 :.00 :.02 :.04 :.08 :.13 :.20 : . 26 : . 44 :.68 :.85 :1.0 
19 :10.2 :3. 9 :.07 :.10 :.11 : .11 :.12 :.19 :.26 : . 28 :.32 : . 49 :1.0 
20 : 7 . 6 : 5,.1 : .09 : .15 : .23 : .27 : . 34 : .38 : .43 : .59 : .90 : . 94 :1.0 
21 : 1. 8 :1.8 :.21 : . 57 : . 78 :.84 :.85 :.89 :.90 :.90 :.93 :.95 :1. 0 
22 : 7. 2 :3.4 : .02 :.05 :.07 :.10 : .14 : . 23 :.50 :.58 :.69 :.77 :1.0 
23 : 2. 6 :7.2 :.Jl : .h4 : • .51 :.54 : . 57 :.66 :.71 :.71 :. 2 :.85 : l . O 
21.+ : 3. 0 :6.1 : .10 : .19 : • 0 : . 53 : .5 : .64 : .f...9 : .?Q : .?6 :.80 :l.O 
25 :11.1 :1. 5 : . 0 : . O :.0 . : .01 : .01 : .02 : . OJ : .06 : . 12 : . 27 :l.O 
26 J . O :J. O :.20' :.26 :.50 t.?1 :.78 :,86 :.89 :.90 :.91 : . 93 : l . O 
27 : 8.2 :2.8 : . 03 :.04 : . 08 :.16 : . 19 : . 25 : . 30 :.42 :.78 :.93 tl.O 
28 2.0 :2. 8 :.14. : . 50 : . 68 : .75 : . 77 :.77 :.8Q :. 7 :.89 : . 92 :l.O 
29 : 7. 1 :2. ? :.Ol~ :.077 :.17·: . 19 :.22 :.2'7' : . 42 :.72 :.81 :.87 :l.O, 
30 : o . 6 :2 •. 6 :.56 :.65 :&74.: . 77 :.s0 :.s7 : . a t .94 : . ·-,6 : . 97 :1. 0 
31 : 8.6 :4. l :.03 :.OJ :.:no·: .12 : . 20 : . JO :.34 :.41 :.51 :.89 :l.O 

Fornr B': 
1 
2 : 
3 : 
4 
5 : 
& 

7!. 9 
2. 6 
8. 3 
2. 9 
. 5 

8. 2 
7 
s 
9 
10 

9.1 
: 7.7 
:10.l 
: 6.8 

11 : 7.8 
l2 6.4 
13 : o. 5 
14 : 8.7 

: 3.1. : .04 : . 04 : .ort : . ll : .13 ~ . 20 : . 26. : . 54 : .64 : .69 : 1. 0 
:5.2 :.40 :.47 :.55 :.67 : . 71 :.82 : . 82 :.83 : .86 : .89 :l.O 
: 2. 8 : . 01 : .01 : .05 : . 06 : .01 : . 07 : .18 : . 48 : . 57 : . 66 : 1.0 
:3. J :.15 : . 29 : . 52 : . 65 : . 67' ;.75 :.85 :.8~ :.92 : .93 :1.0 
:1.1 :.01 : . 01 :.02 :.02 : . 06 : . 09 :.23 : . 46 : . 78 :.92 :l .O 
:4.4 : . 05 : .10 : .17 :.21 :.24 :.29 :.34 :.43 : . 69 :.86 :1.0 
:4. 8 :.02 : . 05 :.12 :.12 :.16 : . 31- :.34 : . 42 : . 75 : . 87 :l.O 
:2. 6 : . 01 :.01 : . 06 :.08 :.14 :.25 :.37 :.53 :.76 :.94 :l.O 
:J.J :.03 :.06 : .. 09 :.15 :.18 : . 30 : • .33 :.1.7 :.80 :.e9 : l . O 
:J.9 : . 02 :.OJ : . 04 :.07, :.13 : • .33 :.55 :.58 :.69 :.82 :l.O 
:2. 7 :.02 :.03 :.03 : . 06 :.11 s.13 :.33 :.51 :.67 :.82 :1.0 
:4. 3 : .13 :.22 :.23 :.27 :.32 : . 3? t . 64 :.76 :.81 :.88 :l.O 
:2.0 : . 63 : . 74 :.81 :.85 :.87 :.97 :.98 :.99 :.99 : l . O :1.0 
:2.1 : .. 01 : . 01 :.03 :.04 :.08 :.11 :.12 :.26 :.56 :.72 :l.O 
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TABLE I- Continued 

State-: Scale-: Accumulativ& ProEortion 
ment :Value : - Q : A . . C . D . E . F . G : H : I . J • K . . . . • . . . 
Form B: . :0-1 :1- 2 : a-.2 -c-3-!i :/±-2 :5-6 :6-7 :7-8 ·8-2 :9-10:10-11 . 

15 L~.O :6":7 : .08 : .21 : .39 : .50 :.54 : . 60 : . 60 : . 63 : . 67 : . 75 :l.O 
16 : 7.7 :4.5 : . 10 : .19 : • 23 : . 25 : . 27 : . 34 :.3 : . 56 : . 84 : . 90 :1. 0 
17 9.2 :2.5 : .o; : .07 : . 09 : . 14 : . 16 : . 23 :.24 : .31 :.39 : • 76 :1.0 
18 4. 5 :J. 2 : . 15 : . 26 : . 32 : .37 : . 68 : . 88 :.92 :.95 : . 96 : . 99 :1.0 
19 6.5 :2.8 : . 04 : . 12 : .13 : . 22 :.2 : • l~2 : . 52 :.79 :.86 : . 94 :l. O 
20 : 9. 9 :1. 7 : .03 : .07 : . 09 : . 10 : .14 : .18 : .20 : .2] : .26 : . 60 :l. O 
21 : lG. 2 :3 .5 : . 01 : . 06 : .07 : .10 : . 14 : . 19 : .21 : . 27 : . 33 _ : . 42 :1.0 
22 : 8.4 :2.4 : . 04 : .08 : .12 : . 17 : . I8 : . 23 : .30 : . 47 : • 76 : .84 :1.0 
23 . 4. 4 :6.2 : . 08 : . 09 : .15 : .43 : . 57 : . 5?.3 : . 64 : . 68 :.72 : . 82 :1. 0 . 
24 :1 . ? :1. 9 : .02 : . OJ : . 06 : . 08 : . 12 : . 12 : .15 : .21 : . 29 :.44 :l.O 
25 : 3. 7 :2. 2 : . 06 : .09 : . 32 : . 59 : . 77 : . SJ : . 84 : .a6 : . 87 : .8<) t l . O 
26 . 5.7 :3 . 3 :.04 : .09 : . 12 : .17' : . '.23 :.58 : . 74 :.79 : . 86 : . 94 :1.0 . 
27 . 6. 8 :3 .0 : . 01 : .04 : . 07 :.12 : . 14 :.30 : . 58 : • 72 : . 81 :.88 :1.0 . 
28 3. 6 :J .4 : .13 : .20 : . 27 : . 59 : . 75 : . g1 : . 83 : .s6 : . 89 : . 92 :1. 0 
29 . 2. 9 :2 .4 : . 06 :.21 : . 55 :.71 : . 81 : .85 : . 89 : . 94 :.97 : .97 ~1.0 • 
30 S.J : 3.0 : . 02 : .01 : . 11 : .14 : . 17 : . 23 : . 26 : . 41 : . 63 : .95 :1.0 
31 . 8. 5 :2 . 9 : .oo : . 01 : . 03 : . 04 : . 05 : .11 : .16 :.45 :.58 : . 66 :1.0 . . . . : • . . . . 

A ra.11 verticc1l arro head indicates the scale val e, while t,o 

sr ,a.. ve tical lin s i dicate the t enty- fifth , nd the seventy- fifth 

G_Uartile points on the curve. n Fig . 2 the t wo ~r ic'}l marks are 

located at 9. 8 nnd approximately- at 1 .3. The distance betw- n these 

t wo mark is used as a meA ure of the arnhi ity of t he st te rr. t. For 

this tut ri nt t e .-va .ue or anlhiguity s . 5 or the l:d· . fer-nc etween 

1 .J and 9.8. A the read r can see if a statemen t is very ambiguous 

t he judges will place it over a widP. range on the seal and consequently 

it will have a high ambiguity. 

State ent No. 16 in Form B, " t is a w ste of tine and money to 

eive some of our worst cri.mina s a chanca to escape through influence of 

s cilled er . nal la ryers durine trial by jury, u is a stnter e t which 

wa~ not o easily determined hy the judg ,s. It crosserl the tienty-fifth 

percent:le line at 40 and the seventy-fifth percentile 8. 5 eiving it a 
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1. • . . . . ! . : . . • . . . . . : : .9; . . . . . . . . . ! .s: . . : : . . . . . . 
· ': : . : . . : . . . . . . . . . 
.6; . . . . . . 

: .. . . ! : : . . . 
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o.o= : 
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Attitude Sc le Statement No . 16 Form B S: 7.7 :=4. 5 

Fig. 3 



Q-value of 4.5 which is highly ambiguous. I t crossed t he fil'tieth 

percentile at 7.7 t hus it's scale value became 7.7. It i s re

produced graphically in i g. 3. 
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The Resulting Attitude "cale.-After the sc le and Q., or ambiguity-, 

values of the statements ,· ere deter mined, the .-rriter decided to use 

only t~o or thr c sta cmentn from each catngoIJ~ hnvi .g the lowest am-

i['Uit, • TY: nt ·-five stater.1cnts r:ere chosen for the final attitude 

scale. Their scnle values r;.nged from 0. 5, the ex r e .cly democratic 

st;-tet:1ent, to ll. l, t he eJ...rtremel~· undemocratic st teri.ont, with 5.5 

being the neutral zone . 

The stat ments, with their original identification num _r and 

sc ,le valuec are reprocuccd clor. 

Or.Ginn 
·Ict nt . Ho. 

27 B 

c::cale 
alue 
6.8 l. I! all profit::: .ere tcken out of business we 

should heve less claso hatred. 

26 A 3 . 0 2 . The na turc..l resources of c: country long to all 
the citizen alike. 

26 B 5. 7 3. If our govern.~ent were controlled by a wise and 
economical leader, the periods f r etard d economical 
progress rould ~econe much s orte . 

13 0. 5 4. The rinciples of dc:mocrncy arc the finest ever 
produced. 

6 A 9 . 1 5. o Catholic should ever beco,.e pr esident of the 
United Sto.tcs . 

19 B 6.5 6. Int is great land in which ·e live, 1"f should 
do as our t ate w uld ave do . 

25 A 11.1 7. Social positions should e _ an , on religious 
st us . 

25 B J . 7 8. !s long a~ a person is la abi nc, he should 
be p rmitted to advocate ove~thror o the government. 

20 B 9 . 9 9. An ackno~l edgB . person nr'in ~ainst our be-
loved flag and our free country should be shot upon 
the spot to llssure 1s that he doe~ .1ot e ca. e through 
ur crooked rose,u~ora, la vyers , an ' prison officials . 



Original 
Ident. No. 

1 A 

29 A 

Scale 
Value 

5. 2 

7.1 
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10. There are t imes when i t is justifiable for t he 
government t o t ell us what and how much to plant. 

11. In view of fifth colur.ni activ ty, our libraries 
and docw.aent rooms sh:>Uld be lirn · t d to only known 
ci t ize s . 

14 B .7 12 . Soc 1 po itions sh uld e end uoon a tionality 
atatus . 

3 A . 3 13 . People are more nearly equal, h1:1 ppi er, mor e 
helpful , n 1 ss tax-burderied in pat, l"alistie 
fort! o overnment . 

18 E 4. 5 l4 . Duri ng ti~e of great etr eas , we should have a 
otrcng n•;m to ide us out of t 1e er · sis . 

11 B 7 . 8 15 . :t.e mb.,:.:-s cf t he Gern1sn Jrr.eric~n Bund and similar 
or gc niz tion s ehould n t be p rr.itted to don t heir 
unifor~~ and p ~dE the streets . 

28 .\ 2 . 0 16. Any i..n ividual has the ripht to an.ass as much 
wealth a::: hi s ingenuity vrill er it . 

9 0. 8 17. ner,ro t~a j~st ae muc, right to hold a public 
o £ice a~ h, .s a rr,eriber of ar>y oth r race . 

2 l 10 . 5 1e. i ,.y ot er for:!'. of gov .,.. 1en ·i p:roduce men 
who are ~ore hardy and cap ble anc1 know th ir business 
bettor tl:an ~ill - roverr.!.ll1ent b ::;ed on de ocratic 
prk.ciples . 

29 B 2 . 9 19 . Our gov rrunent shot t,l\ e c ntrol of i ndustry 

14. ll 

durlne our pr sent criais iri the interest of national 
def""ns. 

20 . All f the J ape.ne e 
an b ck to their native l 

? oul 
d. 

. run out of California 

5 B 8 . 5 21. Social p sitions should depend u_ on racial status. 

21 1 . 8 22 . All di idua s should v equal voice i n de-
t ~rmining the policies cif thf, goverr eot . 

8 A 7. 7 23 . • ur e!ense work ould b b .t.t r if the president 
did as he pleased. 

10 A 1.2 24. 1'Te shoul n.cc?ot t e ''°'111 of the majorit y a s the 
tru . and ri.,<"htful olu ion to quenti ns of ublic concern. 

24 Ii lC.2 25. In the inte!' .st of tu: i ty and p ace, no political 
partie h uld be allm•,ed. 



llethod of Scoring.-The subject is given the attitude scale with 

the following directions, 
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This is an experimental study of the distribution of attitude to

ward democracy. Read these s tatements on democracy and check only those 

that express your own sentiment, thus, (v ). Let your own experience 

be the determining factor in your indorsements. 

The total scale value of checked statements is obtained and divided 

by the total number of statements checked to secure the mean scale 

value, which is designated as the individuals score. 

Reliability of the Scale.-ln order to test the reliability of the 

experimental attitude scale, the writer divided it into t wo forms, A and 

B, assigning alternate items to them. Because there was an odd number 

of questions, the usual procedure of assigning alternate items to the 

t wo forms A and B was slightly modified, since in that procedure one 

form would have a higher mean scale value than the other. The writer 

picked one item which did not match up well with the others and did 

not count it for or against any individual. By leaving this item out, 

the total scale value tor the forms beeam.s 70.0 and 70.2 for forms A 

and B respectively. The writer thinks the items to b8 matohad sufficiently. 

This left t wenty four items, which the writer paired according to 

scale value, making them the same as near as possible. 

The correlation between Forms A and B, by means or the Spearmen

Brown Prophecy Formula, is .43 with a probable error of 0.058. 

This correlation shows that the t est, under the present procedure, 

is not statistically reliable. 

The returns trom the first one hundred people were us-ed in obtain

ing the above correlation. 



CHAPTER IV 

Summa.17. -The, final attitude scale on democracy is composed of 

the following twenty- five items: 
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1. It all pro.tits were taken out ot business we should have- less class 
hat.red. 

2. The natural resources or a country belong to all the citisens alike. 

J . If our govemment were controlled by a wise and economical leader, the: 
periods or retarded economical progTess would become much shorter. 

J+., The principles of democracy are the finest ever produced. 

5. No Catholic should ever become president of the United States. 

6. In this great land in which \Ttt live, we should do as our state would 
have us do. 

7. Social positions should depend upon religious status. 

8. As long as a person is law abiding, he should be permitted to advocate 
overthrow of tho government. 

9. An acknowledged person working against our beloved flag and our tree 
country should be shot upon the spot to assure us t hat he does not eseape 
through. our crooked proseeutora, lawyers, and prison officials. 

10. There are times when it is justifiable fox- the government to tell us 
what and how much to plant. 

11. In view of fifth column activity, our libraries and document rooms 
should be limited to only- known citizens. 

12. Social positions should depend upon nationality status. 

1.3. People are more nearly equal, happier, more helpful, and less tax
burdened in a paternalistic form of government. 

14. During times of great stress, we should have a strong man to guide us 
out of the crisis. 

15. Members of the German American Bund and similar organizations should. 
not be permitted to don their uniforms and parade the streets. 

16. Any individual has the right to amass as much wealth as his ingenuity 
will permit. 

17. A negro has just as much right to hold a public office as has a member 
or any other race . 



27 

18. Any other form of governmant will pro.duce men who are more hardy and 
capable and know their business better than will a government based on 
democratic principles. 

19.0ur governma.nt should take control ot industry during our present erisia 
in the interest of national defense. 

20. All or the Japanese should be run out of California and back to their 
native land4 

21. Social positions should depend upon racial status. 

22. All individuals should have equal voice in determining the policies of 
the government. 

23. Our defense work would be better if the president did as he pleased. 

24. We should accept the will of the majority as the true and rightful sol
ution to questions or public concern. 

25, In the interest of unity and peace, no political parties should be al
lowed. 

The items were taken from Forms A and B, Only those ot the lowest 

ambiguity were used. 

Social studies people were used as authorities. 

On this scale a score of O.O is considered to be extremely democratic, 

one of 11. 0 is considered extremely undemocratic, while one of 5.5 is 

considered to bB a neutral position on the issue. 

Th~ mean score for the 100 people taking this test was 3.9, which, 

as ~he reader observes, is slightly democratic. 

The reliability of the scale was detennined by the split half or 

t wo form method. Twelve pairs of items were used in this case. 

The correlation between the two forms, as found by the Speannan

Brown Prophecy Formula, was 0.43 with a probable error of 0.58 . 

Due to the small number of cases and to the short distance between 

scale values, the writer feels that a higher correlation would be difficult 

to obtain on a test of this type. 

The writer plans to continue the study. 
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