CATHOLIC RELIGIOUS VACATION SCHOOLS
IN
OKLAHONA



CATHOLIC RELIGIOUS VACATION SCHOOLS
IN OKLANOMA

By
SISTER MARY BASIL SPRESSER, 0.8.B.

Bachelor of Arts
Catholic College of Oklahoma
Guthrie, Oklas.

Submitted to the Department of Hducation Administration.
Oklahoma Agricultural and liechanical College

In Partial Fulfillment of tbe Requirements

%
o’ %

For tbe Degrae Qf
ASTER,OF CIEECE
ez



ii

Iy &
1y B
‘/0 ry » 5;;,:;::;;;_}
‘(.J L
VED BY: : 6‘/ e g},"g’

L g

Chairman, Thesis Committee

Member of the Thesis Committee '

2 T

i‘;‘& of the mtlaﬁt

%8

Dean of the Gradnate School

f‘.l-‘
]
Hos
e
c



ACKNOVLEDGEMENTS

I wish to express my appreclation to Dean N. Conger

for hils helpful suggestions and criticlsms, and to Heverend

Stephen A. Leven and the Tenedletine Slsters for their

gevierols assistance and encouragenent.

t.fa

v

e

e



CONTENTS

Introduction ¢« « ¢ ¢« ¢ ¢ o o o »

Chapter

1. The Vacation Schools in General

fe Definition o ¢« o ¢ »
b, Objectives .

Cse ChIlAren & » o & = »
ds Organization . « « «
e. History ® ®» o = s ®

II. Religious Vacation Schoel in
Be Hiatory . .

b. Children e & & & & ®
Ce Organization « « «
de Kinds e & ® o ® » @
e. Results and Criticisms

Concluslion ¢ = « a's « a« o ¢ & »

Bibliogrsphy ® ® & ® ® 8 8 ° e ®

* & = = @

e & o & & 0
e & 8 & ® 8
. & & & &
e o & ® &

Oklehoma

s » 4 & 8 »

]

iv



INTRODUCTTON

It is preeminent in the minds of all true Catholics
that the Catholic School 1s the ideal inatitution for the
sducation of the Catholie child., Religlon is not, and nev-
er should be regarded as simply another academic subject
added to the course of studies to be forgotten as soon as
the period of instruction in religlon 1s over.

The properly organized Catholic School makes the prin-
ciples inculcated in the Religlon class filter through
every hour of the day and thus each subject 1s learned in
the light of man's last end. The child finds through this
type of atmosphere God 1s as omnipresent as the air he
breathes, Whether in the classroom, study hall, librarvy.
or on the playground, hils every act is satliated with the
fact that he 1s there "to know Cod, to love Him, and serve
Him in this world and be happy with Him in the noxt.'l

But, unfortunately, all of our twenty or more mil-
lion Catholics in America have not the sharp spiritual eye
which would enable them to think with the Church and hence,
with Christ and make the necessary sacrifices, great if
need be, to realize Catholic 1deals. Ageln many well=-
meaning Catholies, because of the absence of parochial
schools, especlally in dioceses of sparcely settled Cath-
olic population, cannot attain the ideal at all. Are the
children of these groups, constituting fifty percent of the

Catholic children, to be lgnored and left in their peril

1 Baltimore Catechism, New York City: Benziger Brothers.
(1940), 12,




without relliglous tralning.
2

N ot by £ T S s gy e 2 o om e e i .
Houffer the 1ittle children te come unto me," is
F Ty e, B , o iy < g B . ey e T s - e
Christle avnwers Thai they mey come unto Him, they must

Hhan Lo come in and learn of Him. That 1s the migsion of
the ¥eligious Vacvabion School.
It is o 4iffienlt misgion wi
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quered., It reguilires groat determinstion, o debterminstion

and teaching theae
children; a debtermination To pubt our minds and hearts into

the wcrk. Ac

[

ording te a report glven by loah Reverend
-0 3
Bishop J. . Cannon, of. Irle, at the 3eventh Annual Cab-

Hov

echetical Congregg, held in Philadelyhla, ember, 1941,
there ure nore haﬂ Two meEléo; Catholic children enrolled
in the Public SBchools of the United States. Citing other
Tizares Blshop dannon says, bhere esve 17,5800 fatholic par-

ishes in the United States and fewer than hall ol them,

-s 5

7,600 have parochlal. schoole. Therefore, there rsemaln
10,000 parishes without uczcol 2, and the little cnes
actend the publle achool,

The purpose oI this paper 13 tc show how the Catholie
Relligious Vaecation 8chinols are atbt cme%ing 0 solve this
problem; what has Deen done so far, what 1s yet to be done,

and how they are doing it. The subject, Cathelic Heliglous

2 AE&I’?&, :":, 1‘32.

3 The Reglster. XVII (Wovember 30, 1941), Col. 8, P. 1.
Lenver, Uolorado.




Vacation Schools 1s discussed generally under objectives,
organizatlion, enrollment, and history, == speciflcally as
functioning In the State of Oklahoma, the Diocese of 0Okla-
homa Cibty and Tulsa, under the ecaptlons, History, Enréll-
mnent, Organization, Flnanelng, Personnel and Procedures,
topother with the Regults obtained and the flaws ian the

present set-up.



The Church has an all-iwmportant duty to perform in
complylng with the command of Christ who says, "Going,

therefore, teach ye all nations'~~~~~. Tecching them to ob=-
serve all things whatsoever I have cormanded you.”l Thus,
it follows that Instruction in the principles of falth must
be taugiht to all, Trom the pulnit, Ia the parish school or
in the vacabicn school,.

The standard Catholle Helipgicus VYaecation Schioocl, may
be delined as a gystematic school of religion conducted
three hours cach day, five days a week, Tor four wesks dupre
ing the period of public school vacablon. 7The daily session
begins at nine o'clock and the children are dismissed at
noon. Hesslions are neld from Yondey threough Priday of each
neok. Norning classes have been found to be most practical
for several reasons: ffirsht, they aveid the heat of the
ai'ternoon and put less tax upon the teachers: secondly,
they permit the children to return to their homes wherse
they may be usefully employed in the afterncon,

The work of the vacation school is not a mere formal
religious instruction such as 1Is furnlshed by the Sunday
ichoolsy 1t alsc provides the atmosphere of a zchool and
b

sives opportunlty for forming the consclence and develop=-

5 o sense of yesponsibillity to God in dally conduch.




It 1s during the first years of 1life that a chlld re-
celves those indellible Impressions that mold his mind and

C’?'

hesy and'siﬂce many parents are negligent in tesching the
child 1ts obligations to God, its parents and charity to
others, the sginﬁly Pope Plus X saw £it to adwonish both
ciergy and 1a1t* in his encyelica%.écarbo Mimis,cf April
15, 1905, in the following terms:

Ex guo eoclligimus iure, quum fides 1d aseta-
tis usque 80 1angueriﬁ ut in multis pene sint
intermortna, sacrae cabtaschesls Ltradendse nffi-~
clum vel negligentlus persclvi, vel praetermit-
t1 omnino.

5]

Fortunately, his admonition was heeded, and the sol=-

P

emn duty of instmuebing our youth in Christian Doctrine

It is an accepbed fact that many of our people hsave
only a smattering knowledge of the faith and henece, lack
the ensrgy vwalch springs from its high ideals, Others,
througn no fault of thelr cwn, have been Geprived of a
sufficisunt knowledge of thelr religion te meet the 4iffi-
culties that arlse during life,

ience, tihe main purpose of the HReliglous Vacation
School is to glve an opportunity to all those who may be

dsprived of suech educabtlon, to learn the principles of

2 Pope Plup X, Fneyelical. "On the Teaching of Christian
Doctrine.” ”hP Ameriecan Uatholle € za?“er7v Review, XXX
(July, luOu,, 485, (Translations “befﬁJore, e JaguBy con=-
clude that sinee faith has so langulshed that in many per-
sons it seems to be dying, the duty of catechetical in~
struckticn magt have been negligently performed or alto-
gether omitted,)
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right conduct; that iz to instruct the pupil In his duty
to his Suprens fuler, to the S3tate, and his fellow-uan.

It is the duby of the

(23

shoeol to correct the false phi-
losophy of materialism since the Catholic view-point is un-
alterably opposed Lo such doctrine, The Catholie holds

that there can be no merality in conduci unless that conduct

is shaped by the propser norms riorality and religlon ave
intrinsically rclated

The religious tralning and educabtion of the Catholic
Public Sechool chlld ls one of the greatest problems of the

&7

Crnureh. It is evident that both Church and State will suf--
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Ter 1Y our girls and boys grow bo adulthood
lodge of Christian falth and morality. “People today are
asked to give remsons for the falth that iIs in then" and

3
3

the Inaebllity to give an sxplanation, or mak
gecr reagonable tends to weaken and even toe destroy ite
Since oll educators are sgreed that echlldhood 1s the
time Lo setb standards and fix hablits it is obvioué to all
that whon the Public Scﬁool child recelves no religlous cdw-
ueation, the Church will sustain a heavy lﬂ sz, because the
standards of falth and nmovelity wirleh these childran should
profess in lstey years will not be the same as of those who
have atbended religicus instructlon dally ow of those wh

have besen under the guldance of concecraited teachers, In-

deed, they wlll be Tortunate if they have any faith at all,

& Most Reve. sobors L. Tmcey. "The Hecessity of Relipglous
Instruction for Children Attending Public School.” Natlonal
Catechetical Conpgresgs, Proceudiﬂgg.(outober, 1940), 83.




Lacking the necessary knowledge of religion the Church
will be burdened with weak, carcless, and poorly instructed
Catholies. An outstanding Catholic laymaﬂ has the Tollow=
ing to ssy on this subjeaté

And so 1t 1s thet we find In America today
millions of people~-wzome calling themselves
Catholicg~-=who cannot logically defend their
faith in God, or in man as an immortal being.
And when they are confronted by psendo~-sclen=
tists (whose arguments can ususally be knocked

into a cocked hai by an informed Catholic),
they eilther evade the lssue or weakly acquiesce
in the arauments they hear,~---How important

it is, then for the Cathollic layman to evidence
his faith in this age of chaos and confusion.

lor, is that the least harm, these un=christian llves

will deter many an inbterested soul who ls seeking God, from

A

Joining & churen in which its members give 1little or no
eviGence of that faith, feor, "Il cur lives asre not visibly
better than thoss of heretics and pagans, we will not con-
vince them thabt our souls with religlon are better o¢ff than
theirs without 1ﬁ."5 |

It is most lumpertant that the citizens of a democracy
be well trained in self-conirol, because i they cannot re-
atrain themselves from evil, neither can they govern them=
selves, nor others. Consequently, the Church or the school
mast teach the principles and practices of self-discipline,

Public officlals are beginning to realize that with-

out religion and morality the citlizen of the State prefers

4 John lwodye. "th’LherCathoch-Layman.ﬁust Evidence Iis
Faith," Hational Cabechetical Congress, P,oceedings. (October,
1938), 33.

5 Lucey, op.clt. 83.



his own pleasure and comfort to the common pood. Joseph C.
Cropsey says; "A dozen years on the bench have shown me
that our boys can be saved only by religion,"e‘ Without
religion the virtues of patriotism, honesty, and justice

- will disappear; family life will break down and then the
nation will disintegrate. It is therefare, the duty of the
Church and school to teach 1ts students the correct view-
point and principles of right thinking and living; to devel=-
op in them a respect for suthority and responsibillty to
God and mian. Since in reliplon and right esthics, men learn
to be geood citizens, it is incumbent that each one should
know his duty to his Creator and fellow-man. Tt necegsapr-
1ly follows that the Stabe will suffer from viclations of
law, if the child has been deprived of religlous education.

In orde r to permit the tesching of rocligion, the school
authorities of several states are granting release time with
credit to all students who desire to enroll in s religlon
class;

However, the chlef objectives of the Religious Vpca=-
tion School are te bring the 1ifs of Christ into the daily
1life of the famlly. To increase consclousness of the mys=-
tical body of Christ in cur country and to instil virtue

in the fubure leaders of our netion, so that, they will ex~-

-
W

mplify Chr

[

gt in their livses and by this means, enable

them to become useful members of soclety, law abiding

6 Joseph Cea bropbey. Addresses and Procesdings of the lHa-
tional Rducabion Assoclation., 1924, 1b6Z.
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cltizens of the Stste and loyal members of Chrlst's Holy
Church.

Tn peneral, the ehild that bears the name of Catholie
end ablends the Public Sehool has a poor religlous back-
grocund. The religlous atwosphere in the home may be ine-
differesnt or it way be antaponistie to religlon. Thisg does
not apply to the child In emall towns or rural areas, vhere
there are no parochial schools, bubt 1t does apply to the
child in our industrial centers where there is a parochlal
school, or one in easy commubing distance.

The average pupll attending the vacation school 1s one
vho resides ir o perigh witbout a parochial scheol: or lives
in 2 sechtion of 2 parigh vewmobte Trom his sehool or who for
various reasons does nob attend the parlish school.

The non=Cathclie child attending the wvacetlon school
usually “"Falls in love" with the besuties of the Catholic

Church and gladly comes. Iks heart vearng for the truths,

A

o

the story-hour and the lovely hymns. These children ave
mest anxious to obtaln rellplous artiecles, consisting of
pictures of Christ, medals, etec., given as prizes for ate-
tendance, doctrinal Inowledge, and neatness in project work.
tiany protestant children come to the vacation schoolj
thore 1s no truant officer to enforce their attendance;
frequently not even pavental commend or encocuragement to
urge it. But there is interesting subject matter, inter-
estingly taught; and in sddition to God's grace, a desire

to learn and a vearning for truth and gsoodness.



The organization of the vacation school is under the
direction of the pas tOf howvever, 1f more desirable a loecal
coral tt e may e a?ganlzed to promote it., Except in very
poor mﬁssi@ns the Tinsneing ol the school should be borne
by thé parish or missicn. The Catholice RBural Life Confer-
ence has recaiv@d Tfrom the American Board of Catholic ilis-
Si@ni a eum oach vear, Tor a mmber of years, "used to sub-

ral

sidizes the eztablighment and maintenance of wacabion schools

of religion in the missionary dlocesgses of the south and
fV
Pstm Other organizations sponsoring the Heliplous Vaca-

tion/Sehools are: The Hatlenal Council of Catholie ¥

men,
The %atholic Daughters of America, Danghters of Isabells,
Dhriét Child Soclety, Soclety of the Propagation of the
Faith, and many others lncluding the Diocesan Confraterni=

*

tigs of Christlian Doctrine.

In the beginning, many poor parishes asked ald of some

:brga zation vut later, were able to finance the work, even

with increasgsed enrollment,
It is interesting to know that during the first few
years, the expeunses of each school which included such items

ag, small payments to teachers, purchase of catechilsms, bi-

3_»

«

le histories, efc., were bovne by each individual paris

~

in 1 ter years the apchdliocesan Council of Cathollc Viemen

has given assistance and encouragement to the work in the
/','l

!

?i4ev. Howard Bishop. "The 6&L§cllc Hural Life Confer=~
emce. enort the American Desvd of Catholic llssions.

Q,T Ly 1930-0uly 19317, 197,



smaller and poover missions.

In order to meet the expenses of these vacation schools
many ways and means have Teen devised; parishes have spe-
cial eonllectlons, free-will offering of parents, buition,

or onroliment fees, parish funds, or contributlions hy the

“y
)

e
LJI

.shop, Pastor, Individuals gnd organizations.

Por a mumher of vears the Home Fission Board of the
fmerican Hier a1eij cave 5000,00 annually te the Cathelic
Rursl Life Conference, Twenty-flve hundred dollars of the
amount given was distributed annually to needy dicceses for
dermonstration vacation schools, and the remainder wag used

=

for printing and distribubtion of the Yamial of Vaseation

Schools, which were distributed gratls. This "money was
&4

sllotted for this purpose until 1932 inclusive."u

The Religious Vacation Schocl calls for a large nume-
ber of iteacherg. Priests, semlnarians, sisters and lay
teachers have played an Important part in the conduct of
these schools.

Hext to the priest, the seminarian is the best equip-
ped to teach in the Rellpious Vacation School. His train-
ing, ni

£, nis long vears of preparation eaulin him better than

sisters oy lay teschers to carry the Uospel message to

rural communities, He can cope more successfully with antl-
Catholic propaganda, calumny, undeslrable literature, and
indifferent or hostile members of the commnity. He

!

can more easlly asacelate with the men and bovss: enter into

o~

chmiedelar

ler, U.8.B. Director of
:;;z‘ux’eau s Was

8 Letter from »
shington, D.C,

the Uatholile |
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thelr sports, play ball and engage In various games with

the children. He can also, acccempany the young people

on outlings with far less incounvenlence than the sisters.
Seminarians are required to attend courges in methods

of insgtructing children, &b. Dernard's Sewminary, Hochester,

co Tteach cabtechilam In the

ity eenters under actual supervision and undeyr a aystem

of eriticlam simliler to thet pibbained In the State Yormal

Schools.

During the summer of 1932, thirty-seven theologlesl

students of &t, Paulls Seminary, conducted religlous vaca=

4

tion scheools In fifty-~four perishes, located Iin eleven dio=-
ceses, During that summer they taught over two thousand
children and gave instruction to ebout the seme number of
adalts.

But by far the greater part of the teaching 1s done
by sisters, Uheir long yvears of training in relizlous life,

their study of child psychology, their pedagoglcal train-

L

ing enables thew te find their way Inte the minds and hearts
of the little omss. It le a proven fact that thers is na-

tural alfinity bebtween 2 sisbter end e child, They are

a2 ”

drawn topether as Ly & magnet. There iz an eagerness=-a

Joy which manifests itself in each at the others apmreach;
Thles ready response makey 1t eapy for the teacher to teach
it the love of Cod for 1t, and it is easy for the child

to pass over Trom the love of the gister, te the love of God.

q

By decree of Holy Hother Church the teaching Sister



must know her religion and ve trained to teach 1t, The

declares that the duby of lsarning Christian Doc-

trine thoreoughly Is Iincumbent sspecially upon those who are
conseerated to God in religlous congregations. &he is very

solicitous that the members of these religions institutes
of both sexes be well grounded in Christian Doectrine and

het they should, with due diligence, Instruct the boys and
girls entrusted to thelr care. To thils end the Sacred Con=-
cregation of Religlous, of lovember 25, 1629, with the ap=-

9
proval of the Heoly rather, decreed as follows:
1) Turing the postulancy and the novitila

&11 shall veoeiva.ﬁﬂrvan" Instriction in thm
doetrine of the (hrilstian rellgion, in such a

way as not only bto know the-cetechlsm by rote
but also to be able te explain it; and no one
shall be admitted to profession without pro=-
vicusly passing a successful exeminabion.

(2) fThe year of novitiate over, the reli-
gious who are to teseh catechlsm Lo children
siiall be glven fuller Instructlon both In Chrls-
tian Dectrine and in the methoed oF ceC nﬂrmleatm
ing it to others, In prepsratb
aticn in the presence cf the misnﬁ
gato,

(3) As to the program of this examinabtion,
that used in the Vicarate of Rowme to test the
capacity of prespectlve teachers of catechlam
in elementary schiools, may be adopted.

(4) Those vwho are to teach eqtsch¢un~~not
in the class room, but in the perish church=--
shall talie care to oblain a document from the
diccesan curie testifying to thelr abllity.

From this decree the following facts emerge: 1. Cur
Sisters must bs thweocloglans, bto the exbent that they must

pass an examination in Christlan Doctrine and its teaching

before the Dishop of the dlocese or hls delegete; 2. To
9 "ihres i&portant ioman Locuments. Snonsa Ropris, I {June

15, 1950), 183,

138
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teach Christian Doetrine in the parish they should procure

a bestlwonial of their {ibtness from the chancery office.

In ever increasing numbers tho sisters are enlisting
& A

-t

in Confraternity work; they have responded generocusly to
the need of ©the age: nanely, teaching the younger genera=-
tion to know, liove and serve lts Ureator.

The third of the group of vacabion schiool teachers ls
the lay-teacher or lay catechigbt, TIn some cases lay people

zlve Insbtructions under sxpc“vi jon of priests or sistors

i

and in other Instances they are occcupled entirely with ac- '

[

ivities other than the imparting of religious instructione.
Wevertheless, In some dloceses the entlre vacation program

e -

is in %the hands of lgy-tgachers, under the supervision of

pastors or prilests, appeinted bo direct thelr actlvities,.

-

These lay-teachers are prepared for thelr worik by speeial
institutes, under the augplces of the Dlocesan Confratber=-
nity of Christlan Doctrine. lhe Confrateranlty in the Dio-
ceze of Providence, M. I. has worked out a very successful
plan. "Prospective catechists in the diocese of Providence,
are glven a lb-wsek course In apologsetics, catechetlical
methods, prejeidt work and practical teachlng of religion.
I, at the end of thisz period they have completed the work
suceassTully theoy are cerililsd by ciB dilocesan office as.

capable of instructing in religlon.”

Zeveral Cathcollce Venen's Collsges have been preparin
p g

10 Re?. Cornelius B. Collins. "The Conlratern*t" in the
Providence Diocese." Catholic Action, XX (August, 1938),




vielr Seniors for the vacatlon school work by devoting one=-

hour & week to Iinstruction and methods, During thelr sew

T &

nior year the girls spend sowme time each week teachlng cat-

aechlsm, uﬂﬁeb supervisicn,‘in parishes without Catholle
schoclse. Uegareth College, Loulsville, Kentucky, began
thelr work as early as 1924, Since then Rosary College,
River Forest, T1li,, Harviweunt, 3alina, Tansaes and it. St.
Scholastica Coilege, iAtchlson, Kansas, have made great pro-
gress in the preparation of lay-teachers for thils work.,

Lay=cetechists who are enrolled in the preparatory re-
ligion elasses should study "lorals, Dogma, ¥ership, Bible
and Church Historye. Study frou epproved téxﬁbccks which
will be supplemented by the professor is Lo be preferred to
the lecture method,-~~~Tg develop skill in lmparting, 1t
is necessary thal the candidates make a shudy of methods

11

in religlous beaching.”

Vrhen & vacatlicn schwoel or a cenber of religicus in-
struction is plauned one of the first assisbants of the di-

rector in charge is the Flsher. Pishers or the home visi-

P

tors mey be referrved to as "scouts”., The Divine Master
Fimself stands Lefore them by way of exemple and guldance,
and they heed His invitation, "Come miter ile and I will

g &
make you become fishers of mend” Fighers, therefore, in-

11 Rev, William R. Kelley; "The Prepﬁration of Teachers of
Religion.” Hationel Catechetical Congress, Proceedings,
(October, 1935), 133,

12 Hark I, 17.

15
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Tlsmed with love of Cod and & burning thirst for souls,
13 -

"go into the hiphways and hedgesg" te search for the lost
sheep.

Varicus wavs of reaching the children have been em~
vployeé, but the most successful is personal contect with
“the child, The visit with its bhuwan touch has proved the
best method of attracting the 1little ones to the vacation
school, |

& nininum of five or‘éix meetings should be held in
ordsr to scquaint the fishers with thelr dutles. The Lishe
ers are gseipned districts into vhich the parish 1s divided,
and Pastors find them Iindigspensable when working uvnder thelr
¢irect supervisicn by conduecting s systematlce door-to=-door
canvas of the parleh. In makling these visite, thelr imme-
dilate objective lgw--~that every slementary school child,

not atbending the Catholle schecl, be enrcolled in the He=

ligions Vacatliorn School, and the high school pupll enreolled
In the religlion class, on hirh school level.

The suceessful ficher draws upon hiz knowledpe of loe-
cal conditions to determine the best means of stbrecting
indifferent children. Freogently, he can awaken interest
by showing text books to be nsed, or some completed pro-
jects. It 1s thelr duty to have the puplls enrolled, or
at least a Talr idea of how many will be enrellsd in the
veestlon school, a month before the opening date, The guale

ifications for & good fisher are, first and foremost, "zeal

13 Luke XIV, £3.



14
and a spirit of prayer,” secondly, btact.

he last of the group which makes up the persomnnel of
the Religlous Vacatlon School is the Helper. He or she
belongs to a group of young peoplse, true to their nane,
just "Helpers." "They prepare themselves. The young peo=-
ple have vivid Imaginations, and once they ave organized

15
there 1s no curbing their zeal,"

The various duties of the helpers may be listed as fole-

lows: transportatlon of Sisters, teachers, and children,

preparing lessons for teachers, offilce work, to promote

Ful

effieclency, swoothness and order, and to supervise games
during the recreational peried.

The Confraternity pragrgm as outlined in the vacation
school mamial arranges for a four-week session, Tive morn-

ings & week from eight fifteen to twelve o'clock, as fol-
18
lows s

8:15 Holv Hass, Congregationsl prayers and
singing.

9:00 Opening prayers and hynns

$1:10 Pichburs dtudy and &aareu “tories

9:30 Chrisgtian Doctrine

10:00 Conduct and religicus practice

10:10 Recess and supervised recreation

10:30 Singing

10:45 Liturgy

14 Very Hev. saugusg u I foerperick., "Confraternity Fishers
in Aural Parishes.’ at;anal Latechetical Concress, Iro-
ceoGingss (November, 1039, 7T

15 Julis Y. Sheridan. "The Preparetlon of LFlLLTS. Ha-
tional Cetechetical Uongress, froceedings. (Cotober, 1040},

16 Heliglous Vacatlon Sthool Hamual. (itevised Edition),
Washinpton, D.C. ﬁat¢onal uenter, Confraternity of Chris-
tiav Doctrine, {(1838), 1x.
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Clesing prayers
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Classificaticon, subordinetling itsell to this program

arvanges the children sccerding bte thelr grade in the pub-

ic schools, and separate work for sach grade 1ls outlined

in the Mamel. The Vacatlon School Henuel provides mater-
ial for the varlous clssses frow the kinfergarten through
high school. The lesgoen plan for each day ls designed to

bring cut in all its aspecﬁs one cenbral ldes or truth,.
Thesse lesson plans ave arranged nob only as to whal and
Low much to teach eachvﬂay, but they, also, make suggestions
as bto hgvrﬁa teach each lesson and scbivity.

Hot ornly is it advisable lor thoss teaching in vace-
tion schoois to follow the Confraternity program faithfully,
cut it Is almost uecessary bto use the schedule, because 1t
provides a definibe tlme for the various elements of the
[R) T ivce 1N

All the children are encouraged to stbtend Holy Yass

esch mornling, if pos ;1blee They are rocommended to use

mlssgals, or inexpensive prayer books when sesisting at lMass,
and even in rurel communitlos the Misse recitats, which

fnde

Lat

. £ BT s e e
Ty I The pray=—-

w
1ot

neans & recitation oul lowd, in bran
ers whicn are beling said by the priest at the altar, is
noh gﬁvimp93$ible aocompllshment. By thls means 1t is inm-
prossed upon the ¢hild’s mind that he has a place in the

=

Classes begin in a vacebtion school, just ag they be=-
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gin in any Catholic schéol, wlth prayers and the singing

of a hymn. Then follows the order of the day, the teacher
passing easily from one class period to another, correlat-
ing each as she proceeds. Obvicusly 1t is necesssry for

her to study her puplls as well as her subjecﬁ. fhe must
spesk their language. In other words she must not telk

over thelr heads. This mekes a great pull upoﬁ her teaching
akz11ll because she must put profound dogma in sim?le 1anguage.

The history ofvthe present set~-up of our Catholic Re-
ligious Vacation Schools may be‘tr&ceduback to a historic
paper entitled "The Rural Problem in its Bearing in Cathe
olic wducation” which ﬁas readbby Reverend Bdwin ¥, C'Hara,
at the seventeenth pnnual meeting of the Wational Cath-
clic Hducational Assoclation held in Few York ity in 1920,
FPather O'Hara, then superintendent of schools in the diocese
of Portland, Cregon, painted a vivid plcture of the possi-
bilitlies of Hellglous Vacatlon Schools patterned after
those which certain non-Catholic sects were conducting,
during the vacation period or when there was a lull in the
farm work,

In 1821, Pather O'Hares declded to experiment on his
project in three sepsrate mlssions of Springfield, Cottage
Grove, and Junction City, Oregon. Slsters of the Congrega=-
tion of the Holy Wames of Jesus and Mary were asked to staff
the schools, two sisters in each schocl. The scheools proved

to be very successful and have contlaued to function ever

sinee, having an attendance of from twenty te £fifty child-



reli. S0 ev¢dﬁnt was the enthusiasm of the children and 9o
hearty the cooperation of the parents in these missions
Juring the summers of 1921 and 1922, that Father 0'Hara psr-
suaded the pastor of Corvallis, Oregon, to open & vacabion
school in 1923. The enrollment quite surprised the pastor
of Corvallis, for the mumber of children in dally attend-
ance numbered sixty while during the winter monbhs the aver-
age number =% his instructlon classes was only twenty-flve,
During the smane gurEer that Pather O'Hara tried his
preject in Oregon, Haverenﬁ Boleslaus Veljeko, at Crivitz,
Wisconsin, 1m the Dlocese of Green Bay, opened a vacation
school which has continued te function yearly since. "iIn-

structions are gliven in both Enplish and Polish Lanpuage.

Approzimately ore hundred children attend the school and the

work begun during the sumuer is followed un throughout the
& ol 32 &

17
Tear by an v our and a halfl of instructiocn everv Saturdav, "
L4 ‘ L4

In Vovember 1823, Father ('Hara, az organizer of the
Rural Life Conference, reported to that bedy, et ite first
convention in St. Louisg, iissouri, the result of the Oregon
skperiment.

The success of these vacablon sehools, no doubi in-

fluenced the delegabes to the first Rural Life Conference

Jd

to adopt as thelr flrst resclution the feollowing:"Where
the nunbers are insulficlent to mainbain a parish school,

we recormend that religious vacation schools should be

17 Rev. Ed gar uChﬂLOdCleP 0.8.8., "Phe Hellgious Vacation
. *
School in Action.® Truth, X¥NVII (March, 165 55), 17
n...._...,_‘_,.z, 2 E]
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At the second annugl conventlon of the Rural Life Jone

Y

ference, In 1824, held in Hilwaukee, revresentatives Lrom

x

bhe Rational Counclil of Catholic Vemen abtended zg well as

o

delapaten fron the diocezsan council, These women pledged
é’ I ©
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CORGLT SUDRDBOTT ar

te the wvaeatlion achool movenent,

¥ith the assislence and co-operation of these supgporiers,
vacation schools have made rapid progress. Inbtersabt was
arvoused, possiblities tested, and ald offercd.

In 1925, Hlgs ilargaret Lynch, representative uP the

Hational Councll of Uathelie Vomen, was given a position

on the Yoard of Dirscbtors of the Catholice Hural Life Confey-

ence, Catheliec Hural Life, was turned over to ﬂiss Lynech
for the purpose of circulating information about the vaca-
tion school.

Imring the first few yearas, religinus vacation schools
were organized in s hapharard sorb-of-way by indlvidusl
pagtors, who had learned of the wmovement, and were able to
secoure teachers. Other pastors In remoite dlstricts found

it Sifficult teo obtaln teachers fer bhelr schools

In the spring of 1930 the first edition of the Lamual

of neliglious Vecation Zchools, which had besn prepared une

prasmry

der the dlrection of Reverend Hdwin V. O'Hara, of the Hural

Life iurcsu, Wationgl (Cathollce Welfare Conference, aprnesrved.,

1B bopiea from the Kes solutions, as in the iiimbtes, Cstheolic
fural Life Luuf@rence, Hovember 1983. Cited in letter from
Heve. Edgar uCﬂJl?Q@Lef, CeBaBs, Director of Family Life
surean, Yashlngton, D,C.

21



In addition to dlrections for organizing the vacation
school, it contalned a detalled course of study in religion
for each day, making a program of sixty hours of religious
educatlons Courses were provided for four groups, designa=-
ted as Primary, Intermediate, Junlor and Senlor High School.
The program outlined work in Picture Study, Catechism,
Bible History, Liturgy, Sacred Singing, Health, Recreation,
and handwork, During the succeeding years revisions have
been made under the direction of the Cormittee for Revision,
The 1939 editlon consists of twe small volumes, one covere-
ing grades I-IV and the other grades V-VIII,

A summary of the contents of the Mamual may be made
by saying that it covers in outline the entire teaching of
the Catholie Church as embodied in the Creed, the Sacra-
ments and the Commandments,

By 1230, one of the most encouraging developments,
was shown by the fact that between twenty and twenty-five
arch-dioceses and dloceses, had for the first time appoint=-
ed diocesan dirsctors of the religlous vacation schools
under various titles.

Due, no doubt, to Reverend Edwin V., O'Hara's report
of his success in the Oregon project during 1921 and 1922,
vacatlion schools spread rapidly. In 1924, Religious Vaca-
tion Schools were operating to a large extent in the Arch=-
dilocese of St. Louis, and in nine other dloceses including
Salt Lake, Fockford, Louisville, and Portland. During 1925,
Milwaukee Arch-diocese joined the ranks. During the first

22
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year in the last named diocese, about fifteen hundred child-
ren ranging in ages from four to seventeen years, were taught
by twenty-eight sisters. During the summer of 1929, the
enrollment increased ninety-eigsht percent, In 1928, the
movemenrt started in the Omeha diocese, at St. Benedlct's
parish in Omgha, and St. Francis in Blair, Nebr. Ry 1929
there were "nineteen schools in the dlocess with a total
enrollment of one thousand two hundred seventy-seven pupils,
The schools were taught by twenty-nine sisters and twenty-
two lay teachars."lg

During the summer of 1929 Religious Vacation Schocls
werce established for Catholic children attending publie
schools in Pittsburgh, Chicago, San Francisco, Omaha,
Sacramento, and others.

"New York's first Religlous Vacation School was con=-
ducted by the New York Arch=diocesan Councll of Catholie
Women during the surmer of 1928.”20 More than two hundred
and fifty children attended classes at St. Ann's Hall,

Another outstanding example is found 1In the dlocese
of Cleveland, where the vacation school became an agency
for combating juvenile delinquency. Under the dirsction of
the dlocesan superintendent, the program was extended to all
parishes in the diocese: 14,08421 children=we==-w3,025

19 "Religlous Vacation Schools." The Catholic Educational
Review, XXXVIII (April, 1930), 234,

20 National Catholic Wielfare Conference Bulletin, I (Septem=-
ber, 1928), 18,

21 Rev, Edpar Schmiedeler, 0.5.B. "Religlous Vacation Schools
in 1932," Catholie School Journal, XXXII (October, 1932),
312-14,




from Catholic Schools and 5,158 from the Public Schools,
attended, There were one hundred and eighteen seminarians,
six religious and seven hundred thirty-eight lay teachers

in charge. The seminarians received their preparation in
the Diocesan Seminary and they, in turn conducted insti-
tutes for the lay teachers in each deanery, All institutions
of higher education co-operated in some way. The courses

of Instruction were free and the teachers served voluntar-
ilye.

Vany cltles have shown decided interest in the reli-
glous educatlion of the foreign groups; those of which have
shown great intsrest in the Mexlecans are San Antonic, Den=-
ver, and Los Angeless. The work in the Denver diocese is
not limited to the Mexlcan Wationallity alone., In 1928, a
school reported an attendance of over six hundred and fifty
children of different natlonallitles---Spanlish, Engllsh,
Slavic and Ttalian,

Vacatlon schools for speclal groups have been opened
in many places., In the Pacific and Mountain States, schools
have been opened for the Indian children, During the sum=
mer of 1933, "in the dlocese of Grest Falls, Yontana,
twelve such schools were oonducted."22 Indian children
are especially difficult to assemble, because as soon as

the vacation period begins the little ones scatter in all

22 Rev., Lagar Schmledeler, 0.S.B. "Religlous Vacation S hools
in 1933." Catholic School Journal, XXXIII (lNovember, 1§33),
271,
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directions over the reservations. Perhaps, the least as-
sisted by the vacation schools are the negroes. However,
very successful schools have been held in Wichita, Kansas,
under the direction of Reverend Leon A. lMcNeilll, At Houma,
Louisana, the Heverend August Vanderbilt, conducted a most
worthwhile school. One exceptional feature was that of the
two hundred and thirty-three colored chlldren enrolled,
"only twenty were Catholics, and of the Catholics, only one
had made her First Gommu_nion.“23 Many of them were descen~
dants of Catholic Indians and Negroes, early inhabltants of
Virginla.

In Albany, New York, at Camp Jogues, a summer camp for
seminarians, a catechetical school is carried on in con-
nection with the camp. The teaching personnel is entirely
composed of seminarians, and the pupils are drawn from three
small parishes., The school was established in 1935 with an
"initial reglstration of about fifty children; the 1938
session saw over two hundred boys and girls sttending class-
es daily."24 -

In the diocese of Charleston, South Caroline, an ex-
periment was made; a project, combining the religious vaca-

tion school with the best features of the Catholic camp.

They chose a site sheltered by a grove of oaks near a stream,

23 "The Religiously Under-privileged Child," Pam?ﬁlet.
The Abbey Student Press, Atchison, Kans. (1933), 13.

24 Robert Long. "Catechetics in Practice." Catholic Digest,
I1I (September, 1939), 26,




Here they erected long rows of army btents for both boys and
girls, an enclosed kitchen and dining~room, power house,
gnd a clinie, A tent wag, also, used for the Chapel vwhere
the Blessed Sacrament was reserved during the three weeks
vacation school. These, together with a farm_hguse whtich
served as a'ﬂ@sidgnce for the Sisters formed thelir tempor-
ary 1iﬁ1hg guarters.

Children came fromn various parts of the diocese, some
coming from a distance of over one hundred and fifty miles.
Three wecks were devoted to an intensive and practilcal

-

course in religion, ln accordance with the Manual of Reli~

gious Vacation Scheoocls, The ehildren were classified in

six divisions which were cared for by a teaching staff of
seven members; one priest, three slsters, two seminarians,
and one lay teacher.

ihe most rapild growth of the vacation schocl has been
in the Par ﬁast;‘ where there was & particular need for
them becauas ¢f the scarvciby of parish scheols. By 1931{
the diocese of Los Angeles and San Diego led the entire
country with one hundred and seventy=-twe vacation schools.
In 1932 the Arch~diocese of Portland, Oregon, "econducted a
vecation school in every garidh this summer, In wvhich thevre
was no parochial sc:hc:ol.“‘;5

During 1813 a group of Catholle %eachers in New York

initiated a very interesting and worthwhile movement known

25 Schmiedeler, op. clt. 23
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under the ti%le of Thete Fl Alpha, to devise a means af Yo~
viding religlous instruction for Catholie children attsnding
public schools. They devoted their time arnd energy aflter
sckool hours te gliving religlicus educetion bo chiléfen do-
prived of Instruction during the school%week; Cerdingl Fape-
loy demonstreted hils interest In the new soclety by plec~
g 1t Sireetly under hils pabtronage. "Poday the Catholie
Teachers' Asgoclietlon for Relliglous Instructien; haes s mem=-
bership of more than three thousand teachers.“gﬁ

At tho present time these weekly Instruetion classes
have boen supplemented by the vacatlon school, A speclal

work asszigned to this group of teachers 1g the Instruetlon

of tho deaf childran,

[y
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Catholic Religlous Vacatlon School has had a phe=

nomenal growth. Accurate flgures are not obtainable for

.
4]

1

the firsbt few years, but suffice it to sory that statistlcs

show that by 1930, "aporoximately eight thougand children
27

were in attendance”  and by 1937 nearly “thres hundred

thousand children were enrclled in six thousand wvacation

zchonls. The schools were found in almogt esvery State and
28

In 1936, the work of the Hellgious Vacation Bchools

26 "ihe Theta P1 alpha's Religlous Instruction Activities."
Nationgl Catholic Velfare Conference Bullsbin, XI (July,

27 nev. IGgar Schmlsdlselsr, 0.85.8, 4 Betlier Rural Life. Wew
York: Josepn . Wagner, Ince (1933},
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which had 1its birth and was sponsored by the Rural Life
Conference, centered in the Rural Life Bureau of the Na=-
tional Catholic Welfare Conference, gradually passed over
to the Natlonal headquarters of the Confraternity of
Christian Doctrine. The particular work of the vacatlion
school falls under the scope of the Confraternity and is
one of its objectives.

It does not matter who receives the credit, who carries
it on, the important point is that the work be carried on
to a successful completicn, so that each c¢hild whether he
lives in a remote country-side or 1In a crowded city, be
glven an opportunity to know and cherish his religion, his
relation to his Creabtor, which is religion defined, and
which is his birthright.
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CHAPTER II
RELIGIOUS VACATION SCHOOLS IN OKLAHOMA.

"The Vacatlon School is the greatest single contribu-
tion that has been made to the solution of our gigantic
rural religlous problem."l There are many problems to be
solved in the Diocese of Oklshoma City and Tulsa but the
one that 1s more important than any other, ls the instruct-
ing the Cathollic children in the truths of their Religion,.

The first Religious Vacation School in Oklahoma was
held in Anadarko, during the summer of 1929, undss the di-
rection of Reverend Father Blaise, 0.S.B., with the help
and guldance of Reverend Edwin V., O'Hara, director of the
Rural Life Conference, which organization sent eighty dol=-
lars to finance the project. The school was conducted in
the class-rooms of St. Patrick's Mission, the facilities
of which were kindly lent by Reverend Father Aloysius, 0.S.B.
Father Blalse, himself ,was the principal teacher and his
assistants were Mr. Joseph Cempbell, a sﬁminarinn, now
Father Campbell, and two Franciscan Sisters, whose mother-
house 1s located in Glen Riddle, Pa.

Four weeks of intensive study were held. About fifty
children were enrolled, some of whom were non-Catholic.

Although the Religious Vacation School Manual did not
appear in print until 1930 the program followed was much

1 Rev. W. Howard Bishop. "The Catholic Rural Life Conference,"
Report to the American Board of Catholic Missions, (July 1930~
July 1931), 18l.




az 1t is ontlined in the Hamual., Liturgical instructions,

T A,

ziven by Father ©lalse, preceeded the Holy Fass abt eight

</ " L

o5

otscloek. Luring the bass the children, with the assistance
of their teachers recited the ilass pravers. AL 9:15 the
singing began, and sacred hymns and patriotic songs were
sung, followed by the flagz salute. At 9:30, prayers were
reviewed, and ¥ible stories, both from the 01ld and Yew
Tagtaﬁants, were told. At 10:15 the children were given

a superviged recreational perled, Irom 10:30 to 11:00,
shrishiaﬂ‘Doctriﬂe was taught, each week under a different
subjeety the Tirst week-~the spostles Creed was explained;
the second=--the Life of Christ; third--Urace, and the 3acw

raments; fourth--the Commandments. From 11:00 to 11:30,

Hn;

the Lives of the Saiunts, and sssentials of Church EHistory
woerse glven. Dismlssal at 11:30. Thus is outlined the
oridor of 3be'program of the firet Heligslous Vacabtlon School
in the Digcecse. This schwool has been conducted practical-
1y every summer since. dHueh good work had been accomplishe
et and by the summer of 1930, Father 0'Hara was backsd by
state~wide co-operation

Luring the éummef of 1930, twe Religlious Vacatlon
Schools were conducted in the central part of the State,
namely et tennessey and barshall, respsctively, both su-
pervised by Heverend Joseph A. Voucbers, under bthe direc-

tion of the Renedictine Slsters, from Guthrie, 0Okla, Sixty-

thres children were enpolled at Hemnegsey, and thirty-Cive

at Harshall, These schools were the Tirst schools loecated



in this part of

the Diocese and the priests were most en=

thusiastie about the gnod being done.

By the of 1931, the number of FHeliplous Vaca
tion Schools had risen to seven. ‘he achoels were held
at Billings, Pondereel, HMangum, Wilburton, Holdenville,
Poteau and missions, znd ¥Mine MWo. 10, near Hartshorne.
These schools were btaupht by the various Sisterhoods of the
diccese and the adjoining diocese, namely, the Sisters of
sierecy from Oklashoma Cilty, and Port Smith, Arkansas, and
the penedicitine Sisters, Lrom Guthirie, Oklahoma

The followlng ls an Interesting account of one of
those Relipions Veeabion fchesls in the diocese. Reveprend
Joseph A. La Honte was pastor of the missions where the
schocls wers conducted, namely, Pobeau and missions of
Heavener, Hclurtain, and Bokoshs during the summer, Juns 1,
to July 5, 1931, the flrst In the scuthesstern part of the
dioceso,

The teachers were the Sisters of lercy, from St. Ann's
icadeny, Fort Smith, Ark. Thils year, the first, the Hig-
ters resided in thelr Convent at ort Smith.

The schocl was held one month, but the classes were

only heard, every other day.

There wers two reasons vhy

the school was taught every obther day. The pastor's car
was the only means of conveyance for the Sisters te reach
the varlous instruction cenvers. The Pastor needed his
car part tlane, thersifore, e arranged hils business on

the days scihool was not in session, and the other was,



the Siszters needed a resplte.

The Silsters wvare called Tor cach achord dayv abt about

six o'olock In Yhe morning ot oyt Snmith, Prom %}o ‘e they
went dlrcet te FHeavenser, plcking up three or four children

in Pobenu on thelr way. Al Hosvener they atitsnded Foly Hass,
ant tought until 10:00 o'elock. They left irmediately

for Bokoshe and began olasses thers al sbout 111 OO, and

tzught until 1:00 olelock, Tho Sisters abe thelir lzﬂnheon

% one of the parighloners! homes, and left Irmedisntoly for

HeCurbaln and had classes from 3:00 to 5:00, Suppor wes

served heore by one of the families and the Seachers returne
ed to Fort Smith. The Sisters traveled about one hundred
and £ifty milss each achosl day, ovsy roads that dld not
have & single pisce of concrete or black top., In rainy
weather, which is often encugh in thal part of che %taue,

che roads were very sllck, so as to elicit from the sisters

routine was herd, tut 1t was an experiment worthwhile vhen

yoa coasider the good that was done.

The nmumber of children enrolled at Heavener was
twonty-two, and seven adults sttended. The Firet Communi-

- -

cants numbered ninetesn. The runmber abtending classes

fhee!
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MeCurtaln and Bokoshe were thirty-mine children and elght
to ten sdults, The First Cormunlcants numbered twenby-six
here,

”he fellowing year the parleh was able to alleviate
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the hardghins

% Pobtegun and
conducted.
The financing of these schools was taken care of by

the vparlshioners, as are all of ¥Vather La Uonte's vacation

Again, during the swmier of 1932 there were only eight
vacatlion schools, namely, Duncan, Harreh, Wilburton, Yukon,

Anadarko, Coalgate, Prague, Poteau and missicns. Several

»

of these werc very large. Wilburten regilstering sixty-Tive
children, Coalgete over seventy, while Harrah enrolled one
hundred end twenty-seven. COf the large enrollment at

1

Harrah, seventy of these children received their First Holy

Communion. This was by far the lavrgest enroliment of any
vacation scheol ever conducted heretoiore in the diocese,
l‘any cf these children camse a great disbtance; scme inding
it necessary to walk three to four miles to school.

The summer of 10335 found the number of vacablon schools

rsizsed bo fourtecn. Among these the nost cutstanding was

e et

1tes missicono. &

[

1ig gehool was opened June

12th and continued oy one month. The opening day fifty=-
three children were enrolied, butb a.few days seven-

ERE I & 5

were displayed in the vestibule  of the church for-abont
two weelts, rmuch bo the enthuslasm of The ¢hildpen, -° -
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The parish of Skistook covers an ares of six hundred

sguare miles, Including the towns of Sperry, Turley,



Collinsville, Yara, Avart Romana, ¥aleco, and Barnsdsll;

hence, those furnishing trun portation had long digtances

A

to btravel in collecting the younguters, The children

arrived in time for Hoely Yass at elght o'clock, and some

days, their classes conbinued to five o'clock in the after=

noon. %his school has continued to function yearly since

ip

its cpening, having practicslly the same teachers year
after year. One gpeciel feature of the Sklatook parish
is that they own a little house which the sisters occupy
during the summer and it 1s rented'to the public schobl
teachers Guring the winter, Thus, the sisters have more
privacy and get more rest alfter school hours than if they
resided with a femily. The 3isters remain in Skilatook
nearly all swimer and after they have closed-the Skiatook
Religlous Vacatlon School, they drive to other missions
wvorking two weeks in @adh; Frequently théy drive thirty
miles before and after school dally. Iuring the summer
of 1941 thelr vacatlion scheool at (laremore was very suce-

cessful and the teachers feel much good was done.

In 1934, agsain our rellgious vacation schools mumbered

fourteen, with an enrollment of approximalbely six hundred
and fifty children. During thils summer, s vacation school
was opened at Depew, a small town In Creek County, aboub
forty mlles from Tulsa. The school opened August 1, the
first Religlous Vacatlon School for non-Catholies. Great

interest was shown in our Holy Falth, which had been

34

awakened by the strest-preaching of Reverend Father 8, Leven.
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Chlldren came by bus from Uypsy, and for three days the
achool moved te Gypsy Ifrom Depew.

Classes were held in the City school building. The
first fayv's ernrollment was twenbty-seven butbt it increased

EEES

unbil it reached sizxbty~nine, forty-seven of these wsre
non=Catholics,

The regular catechetical work was supplemented by
bymns, and to insure intersest in the singlng of sacred
songs, and to encourage the learning of the hymns, a rell-
gious pageant, "The Annuncistion and the Birth of Christ!
was planned‘far the end of the summer sesgaion. The children
- designed aud prepared thelr costumes, sbudying
pictures of biblical times. Tor were the evenings idle;
with the aid of slides, & progacﬁ; machine, and sn 1z
provised screen, the Sistera instructed the school children,
their parents and others.

ATter the final sesslon the Catholic women of Stroud,
held a general plicnic for the Silsters and the children.
This was climaxed by a huge plicenie dinner served in the
gymnasium of the Gypsy high school.

This school was conducted as en experiment to determine
a method of "following-up" the street preasching, and %o
demongtrate the value, asg well as, the necessity of cab-
echetical work in this field.

The next swmmer, 1935, six Denedictine Sisters were
draited for the Creclt Counlty Schools, Ihis group counsiste

53 of the two sisters who had taught the vacelion school
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uring the summer of 1834, and four new rscruilts athelic
Religicus Vacation Schools were opened at Depew, Gypsy and
Silck, on Juns 12th. Beveral young ladies frem Tulsa and
Oilabome City assgisted in the work. During the first two

weeks, the temporary convent wag locabted at Depew, and two

sisters drove to Slick and Gypsy each day. Eighty women and

F

4

€3

[o}]

childron atbtendsd thie instruction classes in the three schools.

The second group of Religlous Vacation Schools were opened

‘ng bhelr hoeadguarters in s rent-
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aed home in Jennings. bHere, they were jolined by twe Uomini-
can Slsters, and three young ladies from Hosary College,
Hiver Forest, Illinois.

The S8lsters conducted schools in a sborc hurilding in

dgnnings, and in school houses 1ln Cleveland and Terlton.

The young ladies besides asslsting in the Relliglious Vaca=
tion Schools, also, took part In the sirest-preaching
every evenings

All in all, there were twenty-nine Religlous Vacatbtlon
Sehools in the diocess during the summer of 1935, enploying
fifty=nine sisters, seven seminarians, and six lay tesachers.
The total emroliment was one thousand one hundred and
seventy-rour,

e Catholic Religious Vacation Schools were under
the direction of HEt. Heve iisgr. A. To Honnett, the Vicar
of ﬁissions and the Dirsctor of Catholie Action, until

the early part of 1836, when Rev. P« X. Heville, was ap-
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pointed the Direector o¢f Catrhollic Action in the Discesne.
Since then, the Religiouvsg Vacabtlion dchools, under ths dl-
rectlion of Rev, T'. ¥« Noville, and the sponsorship of the
Haticnal Council of Cathollc Yomen, have made rapld prow
gresse The stabistics - of the schools during the psst six

years 1s given on the followling tables

1936 1937 1938 1939 1940 1941

Humber of schools 40 39 35 39 54 56
Total Attendance 1501 1528 1434 1563 1861 1912
Sisters teaching 79 72 63 72 100 103
Lay teachers 8 8 8 9 20 17
Pricsts teaching 23 - 3 - 2 4
Seminarians ‘ - - - - - 1
First Holy Communions 181 109 188 217 283 268
Baptisms 51 12 3l 86 82 74
Yumber of Cathollics

brought back tc Church 28 48 40 &2 40
tflarrlages rectified S i1 > 2

In the summer of 1938 there was a drop in the number
of schools held; but 1t regained 1lts old fboting and has
ateadily increased until, during 1941, there were fifty—six
Reiigious Yacatlon Schools in the Dlocese of Oklahoms City
and Tulsa.

Believing that every one revels in & human Interest

story, no mabtter how technical the matter of the manuseript,
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I tske the liberty to Interpolate twe here, told me during

L=

g Voeatien Bchool teachsrssy the

firat of which 1s impressive, the second amusing. 4 chilld
of 81x years, who was apparently unable to hear or speak

was made bo realizme for the Dlrst time the use of those two
senges. savirvomment had placed her with domestilc fowls for
companionship. AL the close of the summer session the child
understood that she was a nersonallty and teoolr her nlace in
the games and scblvitieg of the other children,

At Howring, because the public schoel had burned,
after arrangements for the ieligious Vecatlion School had
been made, the vacablcon school was nield in a large garage
vhere the school buses and desks were storsd. e romantile

part was furnished by the "town herd", hugging the builde

}»q

ing withoubt giving any disturbance, It. Anthony drew the

%)

birds and fishss to

~

hear his serons, bub our (klahoma Re=
liglous Vazoatlon School teaschers draw the dogs, cats and

cows o listen bo bheiy feeble efforts %o inastruct the

The gerness with vhich hungry souls responded to
these opportunities held out to them by attendance st these
schocls is evidenced by the example of a mother, nesy Mangum,
vho moved her 1ittle family to town for the two weeks, so0

that her children would not miss any of the school work

hesgugse of bad roads. AL Wenrlka, the ladies took turn in
Peousing and Lornrdi eleven children from the country.

Truly 1t was a work of charity and kindness., Thus, when

all work together it is not necessary for the Catholie



farmers to migrate to the clty to give.thei? childéren re=
ligious instruction. Parish schiocls should be established
when poeslble, but thers are a vast number of places where
it is not possible to do =0, and where 1t will never be
possible unless the religious education of the children is
taken care of now by the Religious Vecabtion Schoolse.
According to the latest Cffilcial (Catholice Directory,

there are in the Diccese of Oklahoma City and Tulsa
thirty~two parishes with resldent pastors and seventy-

nigsions all =

|J|

thre

2]

rithout parochial schools. About nine

g

thoueand children are enrolled In the parlsh schocls of the

(23

Diccese, but there is stlll larger muwber of Catholie
children stbtending the public schools. Heny of these re=-
side In the one hundred and flve parlshes and missions with~
out parochial scheools, but o large mumber of Cathelice child-
ren are in the publie schocls Eécauge of the religious in-
difTerence of thelr parents, or in smaller parishes, mixed
marriages are more numerous, and the non~Catholic party

willl not permit the children to attend the parochial schocl
besesuse ke has heard they stress religion too much. Dut,

on the whelé, the average Catholic child attending the Re=-
1izicus Vacation School 1n the Diocese of Oklahoma City and
Tulsa, 1s there because his parents reside in a rural
district at too sreat a commuting dlstance Trom a Cathollc
school. In most cases, the parents are neot Cinanclally .
abla to send them to a Cathellie boarding school,

The non-Uathelic child stbtending the Religious Vaca=

39
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tilon Sehool, comes just.b@cause it desires to do so. Par-
ents permild thelir athtendsnee in order that thelr time may
be usefully oceuplisd. Uhe non-Catholie children love all
that is ﬁgnn@c sed “i th the schooli they especially vearn

for the beaubtiful stories of Chyrists I krnow of one occg=

3]

ion when a little non=Catholic glrl of six summers was
given a swmall geld cross for a prize; she began to cry
saying "Jegus 1sn't on 1t." lot only the little ones want

religion but the older onss want it as well, especially

in thelr fteens, I this desire changes to indifference

or cynilelsm, andé Pinelly disbelief, it is because of the

inconsistency whaci: bhey find betwvecn ¥ le being taught

from the pulpii, Sunday school or day schocol, and what ig

o

practiced in every day life, espscielly in the hone,
It ig because ol this lack of religlon that Father
Joseph A. Lz Ponte apresled Lo the group of wmembers of the

o S fs
]

Yational Councll of Gathollce VWomen, abt a deanery meebing,

June 22, 1230, to assist in bringing religlous instruction
to the chiléren reslding in the lsolated districts of this
Dlccese. "IMather La Donte's appeal--------==fell on open

hearts.”z The ladies suggested lkeeping their donations for
thelr own deanery vacablon schools. Father La Honte urome
ige@ fo consult Iils fxeelleney, Bishop delley, on the sube

ject, that the Shawnee beanery be permiited to uss its

funds for deanery works.

2 Irene Jlowers lilckey. “Vacablon Schools.” The Soubthwest
Courier, IN {Decewber &, 1830}, Col. &, f. 4,




1t the first State convention of the HNetional Council
of Uatholic Vomen, COcteber 4, 1230, one of the organiza-
tion's resclutions was "to promote Catechism classes
especlally in the missions,”

During the summer of 1932 several of the deaneries were
active in the Religious Yaeation School program, and at the
Fourth convention of the N.C,0.W., at 5héwnee, October 22
23, 1932, Hls Excellency, Bishop Xelley, expressed his ap~
preval and appreclation of the vacation school work.

The Tulsa Daanery sponsored three Religilous Vacation
Schools éuring 1933, and six in 1834, At the Fifth State
Convention of the M.C.C.W., October 11, 1934, Hls Excellency,
Bishop Kelley, "gave the National Council of Catholic Vomen
the scle duty of establishing end maintainling vacation
sdhools"é in the diocese, which was asccepted by the third
resolutlion of the conventlon., "Ve accept the chéllenge
of His Excellency, Bistiop Kelley, and devoté curgelves as
an organization té the Tostering of the work of the Reli-
glous Vacatlon Schools which he has allotted to us.»"5

At an Executive meeting of the W.C.C.W., Necember 13,
1935, it was decided to allow each_sisterv$5.00 per week
for teachling the Religious vﬂcaticn School, plus her board

and transportation. If the parishioners desire to give the

ygrﬁistorianﬂa Rotea, HeCoCuVa Convention, {(October 20,1230),
Tulsa, Oklahoma.

4 The Southwest Courier, VII (October 20, 1934), Col.5, P. 1.

5 Historian's Hotes, ﬁ.C;C_W., 5th Convention, (October 11,
1934), Shavwnee, OkKlahoma.
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glsters a larger renmumeration for thelr services they were
to supply the aﬁtra emount themselves. However, there were
parishes before then, and still are, that are able and will=-
ing to finance their own vacation schools.

Some thought it could not be done, but experience has
shown that children can be assembled in large numbers dur-
ing the summer vacation period, Seminarians, religious,
and lay catechists are usually available.

Repeated instructions from Rome impose upon bishops and
seminary authorities the duty to instruct students for the
priesthood in both the theory and practice of catechetics.
Special training courses are being conducted in many semina-
ries to prepare the students for work in the wvacation
schools.

A few seminarians have found in the vacation schools
of Oklahoma a valuable laboratory for catechetical prac=-
tice; an opportunity to teach little ones, to instruct
adults, to reclaim the lax and fallen~-away, ard to carry
the Gospel message to well-dlsposed non-Catholics; and with-
al a very enjoyable way to spend a portion of the vacation,

The seminarian who has taught religion for a while
will return to his eccleslastical studies with a new appre-
ciation of their value and importance., He will understand °
the child better by his contact with children, In teaching
older children and especlally the larger boys and girls, the
sisters and lay teachers admit the greater effectiveness

of the seminarian, Fe 1a usually a good organizer, which
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guality is of great importance in directing and taking part
in the recreational activities of the school, He enjoys
teking part, and they In turn are pleased to have him,
Thils intimate assoclatlon opens up opportunities Tor ef-
fective lessons in fair play, manliness, and charity.

But the seminarian is fully awara of his lack of ex=-
perience and in perplexing rroblems gladly steps béck for
the sister to take charge of the situation, |

Owing to the small number of theological students,
studying for the Liocese ol Oklahome City and Tulsa, at
the present time we have very few to take part in the va-
cation school program. The Evidence Guild attracts the
wejority, and they spenc their summer Street-preaching;
for this reason the te&chers of the vacation schocls of
the Diocese are largely comprised of the members of the
3isterhoods. These sisters have training in pedagogleal
methods and experlence in dealing with ehildren, since they
all hold teachers' certificates valid in the State of Okla-
home or ber sister-states.

Whenever possible rellgious teachers should be ob-
tained because of thelr familisrity with religlous in-
struction, thelr experiencé in preparing children for the
sacraments, thelr knowledge of their religion, as well sgs,
the atmosphere created by thelr presence; since the relil-
gious hablt demands their love and respect., All of these
things are an advantage %o thé children under their cars.

We must thank God for the great army of slster-cate-
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chilats we have in the United Stabtes. 1o other country in
the world nas such a large numbery ol sisters vor such val=-
lant women in religion, who are sc witole heartedly devoted
Lo spresding tod's Hingdom. A1l our slsters are esager to

3.

gqualify as catechists. Once their duties arermadc known
to them, thelr co=-operation is excellent.
‘n,anly a few of the vacation schools in O
lay beachers workine alone., They ugually are assoclabed
withh Jisters and through thelr guidance and Instruction
agagsist in teaching the children.
Tt 1s unnecessary to polnt out the fact that unless
a great mumber of the laity‘téke part in this important
work of the Church, hundreds of children in every sectlon
of the Stgte will grow up without proper religlous instruce
tion. Ve must admlii that a gresl numbesr of our public

school children are receiving very little, if any, reli=-

L2

viong educatlon. Ye muast be willing to share cur reli-
slous bremsures vith others. Vhoen we i

ne zoalous souls

willing to sacriilce their time and ensergy in spreading

-~ P

the eternal truths, we wmust glve them proper nelp. In-

stitutes stiould be founded, dirscted by a competent priest,

a

and several assistants to glve courses in apologetics,

o)

catecheblical methods, and 1iturgy.

Ye know, of coursse, that in a shorb time a complste
knowledge of theology and the other subjects cannot be obw-
tained, Filrst, they should gilve the esssenblals and clear

“ .

up some personal religious difficultics. WH@V migt be dle
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rected In the matber of private study and to acguire a de=

gaire to contlnue sesling Information.

The Gonfraternity of Christian Doctrins, which lrags for

its object to immart catechetliegl Instriction, was organized

centuries spgo, In Burope; 1t was only Tlirst organizad In
1903 in the Unlited States by iHost Heverend Archbishop Johun

n 1918 the Yew Code of Canon Law ordained
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that 1t be established iun every parish. It was confirmed
in all parishes of the Diocese of Oklahoma City and Tulsa,

by a decree of His Ixcellency, Bishop Kelley, dated lay 3,

1938. Only in thosge parighes where the Confraternity cf
Christian Doctrine has been esbablished will we find the

»

five divisions of membership. Only wvhore it 1s thor

3

ystematically orpgenized will vou see active

ourhly and
worlk Leling donejy nere only, will the pastor have the co=-

operation of the fishers and helpers Iin planning the vacas~

As has been explsined earlier in this thesls, when

we sperl of Fleghers in connection with work of the
Condraternity of Christiasn Loctrine, we mean those men
n order to get

ané wowmen who visit the ldrev g homes 3

There are no rules for sucecesasful Tishing, as each

fisher has hils or heyr own technigque. Bach home vislted

roveals a different gituation, different personallities,

cifferent opinicons. duch of the Cigher's success Jepaonds
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upon understanding and sympathy.

There is no problem conlrenting pestors todegy which
is so vapuely kwown as that of the numbsr of chilaren de—
prived oi reilgious educaticon. They do not have accuralbe
knowleuge and 1t is diifficult to obbaline Wwe need fact-

Finding

&

on thia problem; a survey of each parish so to
apesk. in September 1941, two benedictine Sisters began
theiy work of home visitors in Blackwell. Slsters are more
ot neverend

3isiop Sawmuel A. Sbriteh said:

kxperience teaches that Sisters do the lfaect-
findling beittor than others. They more sasily
gain entrance into the homes of carsisess Cath-
olics and win their confidence, Thelir religlous
consscration inspires them to do their arducus
work thoroughly.

The next group are the Helpers. DBecause of the lack
of young people in the parishes, who are foot lose, and
are able to devote all thelr time bto bthe project, our sig-

in their class roonms, 1an the par~-

]

ter catechists organiz
ishss where they are teacihing during the winter, a proup
of children, whom they call "vacation school helpers” and
they have these pupils salvaging materlals for projects;
such as booklets, ministure albtars, vestments, ete., and
thage childron spend gome time each weelk during the school
yvear, wmaking supplices for use in the vaeation school work.

that do they make? TFor Iinstaence: flash eards, which may be

6 lost Rev. Samuel A. Stritéh. "The Place of the Teaching
Sisters in the Confraternity.” HNational Catechetical
Congress, Proceedinpgs, (November, 19397, 157,
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mede from card board; booklets, 1llustrated with plctures
cut from Chrismas cards; miniature vestmenbs made from

girls, vhile the

[

seraps of cloth by the

alters end siel ¢all casea. These children

Ing the parochial scheool, and seeling the

apt te bhe only superfliclally scguelnted wlih themg tut by

placing themselves In the pesitlon of helper and prepsring
these materials with thelr own hands they render s double
gservice: one bo themselves and one to thelr nelcshbor. For 1
to do 1s %o lesru, they will never forged these things they
worked out for uze In the Hellplious Vaca%iem fchool
Since the prizes, booklets, ebtc., have been mads by

T

"little helvers' during the winter, far from the veeshion

school, this relicves the young pecple in the rural areas

g

of this duty, ard they may then assist In transport

-y

ng pupils

[

and teschers, boarding and housing teachsrs and puplls, or

assisting with the recreationsl sctivltics, Some helpers
asslst financially by relising money to dafray the oxpenses.

It i that the tasks vwhich

ing

obviou

2]

they verform relleve

2

the instructors of a vest amount of deotell work, and enable

nere perscnal conbtacts. Thesze helpers carry

into the comrmunity e better understandlng, and therefeore a

greater appreciation of the Religious Vescatlion 3ch001.
Prgctically all of the Religious Vacation Schools in the

Dincese of Oklahome City and Tulss, o
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it 1s diversified including Pileturse Study,
Sacred Story, Christian Doctrine, and Religlous Practice

and Liturgy.
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The Sacred Story has é power all it# own and finde its
place in the program by opening the ¢hild's mind to the
sublime supernatural truths. As the story is told the
child's attention 1s turned in the right dlrection, his ate=
titude becomes one of expectancy and hls desire to know is
stimulated. Since the Cathollie Hducatlonal system operates
on the Fhilosophy of the Scholastics "Wihil est in Inbtel-
lectu guod non prius fuerit in sensu",g the most potent of
which is the eye, the course provides picture study, and
handicrafts. The teacher must proceed by easy and logical
transition from sacred story to motive, and from motive to
christian character formatlon, on the age level of the
child in order to be aceepted by the child,

Pormel Christlian Doctrlne ig presented, developed and
explained in class before belng assigned for study. The
pupiles are exhorited to apply the points of doctrine and
moral principles trested in the elass to conduct and reli-
glous practlces on the assumption of the fact that “real
religion is life and life is action."a

Secsuse there are few children who do not love to sing,

and because hywns ave prayers contalning scts of faith,

7 VWilliem A. Selley. Gducatlional Psychology.iilwaukee:
The Druce Publishing Co., {1940), 30, (Translation: there
is nothing in the intellsct which was not Tirst in bthe senses)

8 Rev. Joseph I. Ustdick, "Trainiung for uondact and Re-
liglous Practice According to the Namal," National
Catechetical Congress, Zrocesdings, \Joveﬂber 1939), 133,
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Lire and closs
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the year--gither by command or of her own accopdm-

=

for the giorillicabtion of the irliane Jod and for the sancti-

ficatlon of sculs.” The Public CUH»LQLE of the united body
of the falthfl, as such, The Chuveh, hence, It 1s mors

Gl g g e ey s L T Bon By &

than a mere con he three great lliturgicel acts

-

are the iass, the Diviane 0ffice, and the Sgcramental system.
& knowledge of these great mysterles, and a dssire te live

ehnild bothh the Inow-
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othicr life 15 as desthe.

In the daily schedules the projech period is assigned

9 Bt. Hev. Abhot Michael Ott, 0.S5.B. "mhe biturpv and the
Bc«*;;,' “he Homilitice and Pagborasl Heview, XAVIII ( Tune,

102(.)) » gblﬁ

10 Leoﬂge G Horrow. "e Liturgy and the Confraternity.™
“Quiu}al u“ chetleal Congress, Proccedlnss, {November,
G39), 428,
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o The last P18y mimtes, - The chllid has had an exsecting

preparation, Through

Study and Zacred Story;
the teaching of Christian Doctrine; and through the appli-
cation of Lﬁv doctrine to conduct and practice; by sacred
song liturgy, the c¢hlld has the necespary matter. The pro-

Ject provides oprortunity Tor him to correlate his knowe
ledpe and give expression bto what he has learne@.‘ For the
benefit of those who are prone bto discredlt project werk

%, b
¥

he HEditors of the lanual have this to say: "It is a mis-

o

take to consider project activitiss as mere busy work,=e—-

»

the development of an abttractive bocklet conbaining plctures
drawings, and brief compositions correlated with tonics of
instruction can e made a pgerulne learning activity, az Iin-

L1
teresting as it 1s beneficlal,”

tha preject, each child is given

jod

Liank page or a blank Looklet, ant one or bLwe plecture
sheets. 7The pictures are pasited in the booklet te 1llusg-
trate the day's lessons. Yhe small picture which the child

has for his own boolklet corresponds in subject matter to

1

he chart durl:

used on b

Story Ilour.
The wmaterial for the project work has becn collacted,
pictures, cte., which can be used by the teachers, and

possibly mimeographed stories in beoklet form, patterns

11 Helirlous Vacation Schocl senual, {(revissd edition),
Fad

Waﬁhinﬁten,'T . Sabtional Center, Confraternity of Christlan
2 5 ¥ o 3 oY
Doetrine, (1839), vi.
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and pietures for various projects prepared and counted and

put into envelopes ready for distribution. bThis 1s where

the helpers" services of the past vear are appreclated.
Zince today, educational leaders advocate viguale

education, the writer begs to be permitted to elaborate

51

this point a bit here iIn connection with religlous education.,

The same advantage which general educatlion has discovered
in the use of visual alds, religious educatlon can, also,
enjoy even to a greater degree, because the subject mat-
ter of religious lustruction, being particularly abstract,
needs to bs presented as concretely as possible. Vords
alone are barren and meaningless to the child, o©Often they
pass over his head, and if they vegister on the wind at all
the concept méy be either incomplete or incorrect. Vith
visual aids the meanlng is clarifiad and driven home and
the more successfully retalned in the memory.

Remembering that 1t Is necessary Tor the teacher to
descend Lo the level of the pupll and speak a language
that he understands, she makes use of every and any device
vhich will enable her to do so. The intalligent and wise
use of visual materials enables the teacher to do Just that.
How? It engéges the interest of the child, Inbterest opens
the door to the mind and heart, and secures attention. All
things being equal the child has a fair chance of receiving
a vivid concept and a lasting impresslon of the matter pre-
sented. Here, also, we call upon the helper for assistance.

She preopares the slides, places and arranges the projector,
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and if in day-time, darkens the room.

What makes for success In teachling Religious Vacation
schools? A definlte program, without which they are at
best a makeshift. ¥Wo one knows what has been taught, and
1no one knows what should be taught. Vhere does the teacher
get thiévpregram? The Manual, which gilves a framework of
the course of study. It is the job of the %teacher to mske
that framework real to the child, Its use will be a means
to an end,

Becanse tho State of Oklabéma remained an open terri-
tory for so long a time, bto e exact, untll 1807, it became
the harborage of all netlionalities, races and creeds. This
situaticn still maintalns and therefore, demands that vari-
oug kinds of Religlous Vacatlon Schools be set up to enable
us te better inastruct all those in need of our services.

The vacafion school established in the ordinary parish
provides religlous educatlion for the white and smmetiﬁes
the llexican children residing in ecitles, villages, or the
country. The majorlty of Cathollc Religlous Vacabtion
Schools in Oklahoma are planned for this type of grouping
of the children.

Religious Vacation Schools for Indlans have besn eg=-
tablished at St. Patrick's misslon, near Anadarko, and at
Hominy. Assembling these Indign children for religicus in=-
struction presents some difficulty. DBecause of the native
characterlstiecs of the Indian parents, who reslly want this

izl

kind of tralning for thelr children, but whe have not the
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firmness to eompel them %Q attend consglstently. Their traln-
ing 1s not always as p?@ductive ag that given to other races.

What 1s true 1n other dioceses, 1s also trume Iin this
diocese, The field least cultivated by the Religious Vacaw
tion Schocl, 1s that of the Negro. The only vacatlion school
in the diccese for this group, was held in Oklahoma City for
‘several summers. In the fall of 1940 1t became a parochial
school for HNegroes. This ended'the vacation school for Ne=-
groes, as such. Hennessey has a Chapel for Negroes and the
Slsters, when teaching the vacation school there, always
teach the 1lttle Yegro children in the afterncon and on Sat-
urday. There are several towns in Oklahoma just for Wegroes,
vhere the soll would be most fertile for a Reliplous Vacaw
tion School to be established. The, "Black Harvest" is lan-
eulshing, |

In several vacatlon schocls, as ¥Hine YWo. 10, near
Hartshorne, Our Lady of Guadalupe,vTuléa, and Plttsburg
have enrollments consisting entirely of Mexicaﬁs. The
language difficulty at times tends to handlcap the work
in these schools, however, we have been fortunate in having
in the diocese a communlty of exlled lexiecan Sisters, who
have done excellent work among their own.

The question of th@ non=-Catholic attendance in these
vacation schools is about the same story as was stated be-
fore with regard to the white Vacation School.

The vacation school program is very flexivle and is

designed to meel the needs of'any community, regardless of



locatlion or populatlion.

[

The length of the session of the schoolz in this dioces

range from one week to four weeks, and one vacation school

&

held in 1241, ashked for a slx-weel session during 1942.

Ty

The locality having the school decides vhen and for how

long the sechool will be held, Tue to the harvest time Do~
ginning the early part of June in Oklahoms, many districts

want The schocl during the latier part of July er in Aupgust.

Hdowaver, when the thermcmetep registers 100 degrees or over

during the day it tokes a lot of inducement to geb little
folk to study intensively for two or more wecks

Juet vhers the Religious Vaeablon Schoeol will be held
is, also, a local problem. They may be held almost any=~

vhere or in any building. The church or rooms connected

im‘

with the church serve adulrebly. The avellibil
Blessed Sacrament for devotions, of the organ for singing
the church grounds for recreation makeg 1t the most de-
sirable., In some ecases, a school bullding, with blackboards
and desks 1s avallable in the immediste vicinity of the
ehurch and can be secured from the Zoard, When nelither
church nor school buillding can be had, the children may be
agsenbled at a home, if one or two fairly large rooms can
ba placed at the disposel of the school. Vhere it has been

] ) ]

Inposeible for children to come hecause of the distance,

'Y

reaidental conters have been eshablished lor them.

The teschers frequently reside in the parish house, cr

a



are entertained by the parishioners in their homes., In
many instances the Pastor finds lodging with a faully or
in the villsge hotel and turns his homs over to the sisher
during the pericd of tlhe wvecatlion schiool. Sometimes the
slaters remain in thelr convent home ané ere transported
back and forth each day.

Resulta specifilcally set down, Inspite of the many
rardships thet rust sometimes be endured, are summarized
.

ptism is glven to many vh*l@ran who

as follows: (1) bay
previously were not known to be urbapt*“ed, and others who
were not known to be Catholics, (2) many Indifferent and
fallen away Catholics become penlient and return to the
active practice of their relicicn, (3) many mized marriages
--where only & civil ceremony has been performed are rechtle-
fied, (4) conversions have resulted from ﬁne intereat gain
ed through the schcql; rellgious fervour in adults and
children stimulated, (5} ground work laid for the develop-
ment of religlous activities in the community, (&) voca=
tlons sre discoversd, (7) prejudice is broken down, (8) and
finally vacatlion schools freguently result in the establish-
ment of a parochial school, or if held in a parish were a
pérochial school is alreazdy astablished, the vaeation school
ia instrumental in increasing the snrolilment,

¥ore than orne pastor has stated that the Religlous
Vacatlon School renewed the spiritual life of his parish.

Attendance at Holy lass, and the reception of the sacra-



ments, instructicn of the children in the presence of the
Congregatioﬁ on Sunday, genersl communlon at the close of
the =zessglon, end flnally a parish picnic have helped to
grcuge the Interezt of the sdults and ecauged them to share
in the fruits of the Relligious Vacation Schoeol.

Repardless of all the geood that has been acéomplished
there src many flaws in our present system; the first of
which 1 that the vacatlon school should be lounger than a-
two-week sessicn. Thls 1s too short a time. The truths of
the Cathoelie Relipion cannot be learned in a Tew weeks;§it
requires years and years of intensive study; there should,
alseo, be a follow-up program., The teachers, who tought dure
ing the summer should make et least monthly, 1F not bi~month-
1y contacts during the school year. Thus the children willl |
not forget what they learned during the suvmmer time, but
will add to thelr store of knowledge. It is better if the
same teschers return to the parish each summer; they are
in a position %o know just how ruch subject matier was cov-
ered the previous sumer and with o few days review, the
new mebter can be teken uvup without delay.

In some rural parishes the vacation schoocl iz held
only every three or four years, which should be changed bo
overy summer. The children recelving religious tralning
beneflt by the presence of the sisters or other deﬁoted
Catholic women win have especiaslly prepared for the works;
anc they are protected and removed from tempbations that

surround children left to their own devices during the sume-



mer tilme.

One more crliticism I feel T must make., Parishes
T not entirely finance, thelr own
vacation school. If poople give, and "give until it
hurts” they know and apprecliste vwhat they have., Thaet,
this is by no means asking the impossible 1s evidenced by

one parish znd its missions, vhich, if a0t the poorest in

barrassed, pays its own expenses entirely and the pecpls
are truly esager to have thelr Heligicus Vacatlon Schocl
sach yoar. The relligious education of the children is a
moral responsibility Incumbent upon parents; a responsi~

a
bility that they ecannot shift to the shoulders of an or-

e
£
&

ation or individuals charitebly inelinsd., The soonsr
parente reglize this, the sooner wllli the blesgalng of Jod
fall upon them In o specisl way.

However, every Cifficulty which the mind's eve ox

C‘E“
Pt
o
it
[e]
®
£t
S

the Imagina concelve hag already been met  some~

where and succesalfully solved., Those who have wabched
the movement durling the several years, assure us thati
there is mo oliztacle insurmountsble. They can be mel

AN OVErcOome,

&7



The proceeding pages sel forith the é?igim, evolution,
and objectives of the Cathcolic Rpolig glous vacation Schools
in the Unlted Stabtes generally. Specifically the same
topics are treate@ with regard to the establishment of
these scbosls in the State of Oklshoma. The writer has
tebulated the results obtained and the flaws, gtill o be
ironed out and has arriﬁed at .a conclusion which wili s
jeveloped 1ln detall in the few paragraphs which follow.

A a working hypothesias, the Inbtroduction sets forth

2

nollic

‘_..»

ilosephy of Lducatlior

lightening data on the vast number of Catholic children
attending public schools In spite of the morality of their

obligation--points from which several very poignant con=

* ]

cluglons nay be drawn, one of which 1la, wvhy the naper was

The body of the thesis, or the succeeding chapters
are explanatory of these sgchools from the points of defini-
tion, objectives, children attending, organization, media
of I'inance, personnel, methods and procedures, and hisbtory,
discussed in detall as far as rather exhaustive research
has made vare the facts. Bince Oklahoms isg the labora-
tory frowm which the first hand Information was obtained and
ig the fleld detalled to the writer for research, the

gunmarizing of the indings arve confined to Ghklahoma.

58



Briefly they are:

Stabtus 19386 1941

Humboer oi schools 40 H6
“Yotal attendance 1501 1912
Sicters beaching 79 103
Priests teaching 23 4
Seminarians teachings : - 1
First Holy Communlons 1e1 268
Bapbisms 51 T4
fumber of Catholics

brought tack to Cuureh - a0
Marriages vecbifled - 2

Vore surprising is the fact that in spite of the
efforts made for establishing parish schools In the diow-
cese, there are still one hundred andéd five parishes and
missions without parochial schools. Only fifty-six of
these are dolng anything about organizing religlous in-

ghtructlion cenbers. ¥hat is the answer? Conclusion I,

311

The Catheliecs and possidle Cabhollies in the other {forty-

nine oarishes and missions are langulshing for spiritual
P & D

g

nournighment and if it does not come soon they will be

carrion on which the forelgn "ism" vulture will feed.

Conclusion TI., The minimum upon which a Helligious Vaca-

tion School of & fouvr-wesk gessionn, having an enrollment

)

fro

P

n £1f%y to one hundred children, can be successfully

run is about 480,00 and 49 x 80,00 e $3920.00. Yo small



sum o be ralsed in a diccese where only 2.7 percent are

P -

Cabholiec in a population of 2,328,434, This population
is for Irom being well fixed Linancils 11y.‘ So shall we
make converts of the money group and eﬁlist their help or
Jomething must be done. The figures are applicable to the
actual seb=-up or to those already begun. How, before a
school can be opened we must look for tralned teachers in
dogmatics on child level., Vho is golng te train these
teachers te wmeet the need in a hurry? Adequate prepara-
tion costs woney, whether 1t is done in & department of an

stablished college or & Religlous Tormal School for the
training of teachers. The other alternative would be to
transport teachers. But from where? Ivery dlocese 1s
using 8ll 1t can get,.

In a word=-in this diccese we have scarcely scratched

the surface and Lo go on tabulabting concluslcons might be

too discouraging. Let us be content to ablde by the adage

"sufficlent for the day is the evll thereof.”
It ig thie hope of the writer thet this paper wlill

gerve ag a vehicle for solving at least some of these

provlemns,

[

[o}]

we aglilicit gld out of the State. TWhat iz the solution?
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