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PREFACE

This study was made for the purpose of putting into comprehensive
form the chronological story of the military history of one of the
early frontier posts in the great Southwest. The part played by
Fort Smith in the inauguration of the government's poclicy of remov—
ing the Indians west of the Mississippi has been particularly stressed.
An attempt has been made to show the role of the garrison in other
national movements including: the Mexican war; the gold rush of
1849; the Civil War and the present national emergency.

Acknowledgment of valuable advise is made to the members of the
thesis committee. The writer is also indebted to the librarians of
this college, of the University of Arkansas and of the Fort Smith
Carnegie Library for the kindly interest, enduring patience and in-
exhaustible consideration which have rendered this work possible.

L. R. S.
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CHAPTER I

EVIN'S ON THE POTEAU AND ARKANSAS PRIOR TO THE FORT

Interwoven into the history of that section of the great Americaa
Southwest, which seemed destined by the prodigality of nature and the
greed of the white man to become a refuge of the last resort for the
red man, runs the story of those outlying posts of civilization, the
forts. The life and events that swirled around them shines through
the entire pattern as a bright thread through an otherwise sombre
cloth. The first of these garrisons to be established by the United
States in Arkansas and Indian Territories was Fort Smith, located on
the Arkansas B.iver.l

To the north and west of this post, over the vast expanse of the
prairies, roamed thousands of buffaloes. The herds migrated north-
ward with the spring after wintering in the valleys of the Rio Grande,
the Brazos, and the Red Rivers. Following them as a rule were bands
of Indians who had established themselves in lands contiguous to winter
pastures and in the paths of the spring migrations. The Comanche,
Kiowa, Wichita, and other tribes lived near the Red River, in western
Cklahoma and Texas. WNorth of the Arkansas River, the warlike Osages

challenged all new-comers; extending south from this river to the Red

1 Grant Foreman, Indians & Pioneers-The Story of the American Southwest,
1. Hereafter cited as Foreman, Indians and Pioneers.



River, the Quapaws were recognized as rightful owners of the land.
These tribes exercised arrogant sovereignty over their respective
territories and challenged other Indians and white men who ventured
into their hunting grounds. %o the early French and Spanish explorers
this jealously guarded region remained practically terra incognito,
across which they watched each other with greedy hostﬂity.z

Although by right of discovery the Spanish had first claim to the
Mississippi Rim,3 it was the French who explored it and established
themselves upon its shoreu.l’ In 1686 Henri de Tont.is and other
members of La Salle's party garrisoned a site on the Arkansas River
about fifty miles from its mouth, which they called Arkansas Poat.6
This fort was continuously garrisoned until taken over by the United
States in the Louisiana Purchase, and thereafter remained a small but
important outpost for many years.7

La Salle did not live to see his dream of colonization of the

Mississippi by the French come true, but his dreams lived on. For

2 Foreman, Indians and Pioneers, 2-15.
3 De sota in 1541.
b 1a salle in 1682; Montigney in 1699; Gravier in 1700.

5 Henri de Tonti was a young Italian soldier of fortune who had served
as an officer in the French army and lost his right hand at the battle
of Libisso. He was most faithful to his beloved leader, La Salle,
who left him on the Mississippi to await his return from France whare
he had gone to bring back colonizers for a settlement at the mouth
of the Mississippi. Foreman, Indians and Pioneers, 3.

6 Reuben Gold Thwaites The American Nation: A History, VII, (France
in America Mﬂ-lZé}S . F

7 Poreman, Indians and Pioneers, 3.
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decades, yes, centuries, trappers and traders journeyed up and down
the Mississippi in their canoces, following the tributaries of that
river as far as possible. Some paddled up the Arkansas and eventually
made their way across to the Spanish settlements in New Mexico; others
followed smaller streams to remote villages to trade with the Plains
Indians, Our written records of these journeys are scant, but the
names of places, posts established and pecople contacted bear evidence
of their occurrence.® : _

The roving Indian tribes and the migrant white people who
followed them took little note of the transfer of territory from
France to Spain in 1762 and back to France by the secret Treatv of
San Ildefonso in 1800, Settlers had not yet penetrated these areas
in large enough numbers for the changes to have any noticeable effect
on every day life if indeed they chanced to hecar the news. While the
events that culminated in the Louisiana Purchase had little bearing
on this particular phase of history, the results of the acquisition
soon began to take effect. It scemed to Jefferson that this vast

domain to the west might well be used as a permanent home for the

s On the maps of this region we find the Poteau and Verdigris Rivers,

the Ouachita and San Bois Rivers; in the amnnals of our history are
the names of families of mixed French and Indian blood: the Le
Flores, Chouteaus, and La Forces; in Fort Smith one of the first of
the public schools bears the name of Belle Point, commemorating the
French trading post on the Poteau by that name. James Shannon
Buchanan and Edward Everett Dale, A History of Oklahoma, 32-3.
Hereafter cited as Buchanan, Hist. of Okla.
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Indians and thereby relieve the irritating contact of whites and

Indians east of the river.9

This new territory was a vast and little known region; even its
exact boundaries were in doubt. President Jefferson, thoroughly
cognizant of these facts and deeply steeped with a desire for intimate
information on the potentialities of the far west, soon sent out
exploring parties to examine and report upon the country. In one of
these we are particularly interested.

Lieutenant Zebulon M. Pike was chosen to lead an expedition
through southern section, with instructions to follow the Arkansas
fiver to its source and explore the mountains in what is now
Colorado.l® At a point near Great Bend, Kansas, Lieutenant James B.
Wilkinson and five enlisted men were dispatched by Pike to descend
the Arkansas to its mouth. On October 28, 1806 they set out in two
canoes of their own construction, one a hollowed-out cottonwood log,
the other made of buffalo skins. On the last day of December, they

9 That Jefferson had this in mind is clearly shown by a proposed
amendment to the Constitution which he had prepared in July, 1803,
providing for the removal of the eastern Indians. Anne Heloise Abel,
"The History of Events Resulting in American Consolidation West of
the Mississippi River", Annual Report of the American Historical
Association for 1906, I, 241. It was, however, never presented for
adoption., Instead the policy was incorporated in a general act
passed by Congress on March 26, 1804, which provided for the govern=
ment of the Louisiana Purchase. Section Fifteen. The Statutes At

e of the United States, II, 277. Hereafter cited as U. S. Stat.

at Large.

10 James Daniel Richardson, Comp., A Compilation of the Messages and
and Papers of the Presideats, 1789-1908, I, L48.



passed the mouth of the Poteau River and in a few weeks arrived
at New Orleans. Of his journey Wilkinson left an interesting story.
Enroute an Indian village of the Osages was visited. This village,
called "The Usages of the Caks," had been separated from the main
body on the Osage River in Missouri. Mt He also reported that
Cherokees, Choetaws, and Creeks from east of the Mississippi Hiver
were living in nearby M:Ltiu.lz Probably there were many
American trappers in this region previous to Wilkinson, but he was
the first American to make an official exploration and write an
account of what he l&l‘.lj
In 1806 Jefferson submitted a report to Congress based on
information derived fram his other, the Lewis and Clark expedition.
Much of his report bore on the possibilities of removing the Indians
from the East to that country. He noted the removal of possibly
half of the Usages from the Osage Hiver to the Arkansas River in
1802, adding that he thought others of the tribe could be induced to

follow, thus leaving a large scope of country for other tribes.u'

& The tribe migrated in 1802.

= Probably hunting parties in search of game.

13 Eliott Coues, The of Zebulon M. Pike, II, 547-59.
Hereafter cited as Coues, Ex. of Pike.

Lo American 3State Papers,"Indian Affairs", I, 708, Hereafter cited
as Am. State Papers, "Ind. Aff."
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The Osage Indians had long caused trouble throughout the South-
west. In 1794, August and Pierre Chouteau had been granted by the
Spanish Governor, Carondelet, of New Orleans, a monoply of the Osage
trade until 18C0. In return for this a local fort was built from
which the Indisus could be supervised if not actually controlled.t”

In 1802 the Spanish goverhment retrieved the monoply of the
Osage River trade from the Chouteaus and vested it in a group of four
Spanish traders. To offset this loss, the Chouteaus induced two
thousand of the tribe to choose as their chief, Cashesegra, (or Bil
Track) and remove to Three Forks, the junction of the Arkansas,
Verdigris, and Grand Rivers .16

After Big Track's death (date uncertain) the southern band of
Osages were known as Chaneers, Arkansas Osages, and as Clermont's
Band. As it developed some of the most unruly warriors of the entire
tribe were a part of this group. Needless to say they were a source
of much trouble to other tribes mad to the gorernment.17

With the Louisiana Purchase, the Osage Indians more than all
other tribes became a problem child for the United States. In 1808
the Missouri Osages signed a treaty with the United States, ceding to

the government all of the country lying north of the Arkansas River

15 Ghouteau to the Governor and Intendant-General, cited by Foreman,
Indians and Pioneers, 19-20.

16 pn. state Papers, "Ind. Aff.", I, 708.

17 Grant Foreman, "The Three Forks", Chronicles of Oklahoma, II,
(June 1924), 37-47. Hereafter cited as Foreman, "Three Forks",

Liren. of Ckla., 11.



and east of a line rumning south from Fart Clark to that stream.
This included practically all of the land within the present state of
Arkansas north of the Arkansas River and part of what is Missouri.
In return for this cession a fort and trading post, called Fort Clark,
was established in the Osage country, located on the south bank of
the Missouri Biver.18
With these preliminary developments effected President Jefferson
now inaugurated the policy, which he apparently had long favored, of
inducing the Indians east of the Mississippi to remove west of that
stream. In this business the government was intermittently engaged
for the next fifty ;mara.lg
The first arrivals on the new domain were & band of about three
hundred Cherokees, under Chief Tahlonteskee, whe settled on the
Arkansas and White Rivers in 1809.20 Just the opposite of the Osages,
in most respects, were these newcomers. They built permanent homes,
cultivated their fields, raised cattle, horses, and hogs. Such pur-
suits differed materially from the Osages who lived by the chase,
riding hundreds of miles on buffalo hunts or horse stealing expeditions,
mounted usually on stolen horses. The proximity of the Cherokees was

just too tempting; presently their fields were raided and their

1% pn, State Papers, "Ind. Aff.". I, 765.

19 fhe Seminoles were the last of the Five Civilized Tribes to migrate
to the new lands.

20 joseph Melfinn to Secretary of War, January 10, 1818, cited by

Foreman, Indians and Pioneers, 38.



livestock was stolen.?t

From these sporadic and provocative acts ere long an attempt
was made by William J. Lovely, agent for the Arkansas Cherokees, to
adjust difficulties between the two tribes. At a Council held at
the mouth of the Verdigris River, July 9, 1816, the Osages agreed to
cede a large tract of land extending from the falls of the Verdigris
River east to the Osage line of 1808 to the government. This was
known as Lovely's Purchase. Its acquisition made it possible to open
a large expanse of hunting grounds for the Cherokees.2?

This, however, did not bring the expected peace and in August
1817, Tahlonteskee and other western Cherokee chiefs wrote to
Governor Clark at St. Louls that for nine years they had tried to
live at peace with the Osages but to no avail. They had kept their
own promise not to spill Osage blood, but now with the rivers
running red with the blood of the Cherokees, they were determined to
proceed against their enemies.2”

Rumors of a formidable coalition of tribes against the Osages
flew about the country. The Niles Register contained a story from
St. Louis dated December 13, 1817, that related:

2l Grant Foreman, "The Centennial of Fort Gibson", Chron. of Okla., II,
(June 1924), 119-28.

22 Formal treaty drawn up and signed in St. Louis, 1818. Charles J.
Kappler, ed., Indian Affairs, Laws and Treaties, II, 167. Here-
after cited as Kappler, Ind. Treaties,

23 Letter, July 11, 1817, by Foreman, Indians and Pioneers, 55.



We have received information . . . that the attack on the
Osage by the confederate Indians has been more decisive than
tlhiose conflicts which usually take place in their warfare. The
Osage had removed from the neighborhood of Earhart's Saline
(on Grand River) towards their village, where their parthian
mode of fighting could have more effect. They were, however,
driven off the place lea on the ground a number of dead and
wounded and several horses.

It was probably this same battle that an English naturalist
heard of and doacribed:25

Some quarrel, however, about two years ago arising between
the two nations, the Osages way-laid 12 or 14 of the Cherckees
and killed them. On this occasion the Cherokees collected
together in considerable numbers and ascended the river to take
revenge upon the Osages, who fled at their approach, losing
about 10 of their men, who either fell in retreat, Zgr becoming
prisoners, were reserved for a more cruel destiny.

2k Gited by Foreman, "Three Forks", Chron. of Okla., II, 42,

25 Reuben Gold Thwaites, ed., Early Western Travels 1748-1846, VIII,
(Nuttall's Travels into the Arkansa /sic/ Territory, 1819), 191-2.
Hereafter cited as Thwaites, Early West. Trav., XIII.

26 Nuttall further describes the "diabolic cruelby" of a white man

called Chisholm who accompanied the Cherokees.
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CHAPTER II
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE FIRST FORT

As early as 1806 the attention of the government was drawn by
the report of Lieutenant James B. Wilkinson to the need for a trading
post on the Arkansas River. He suggested that by such an establish-
ment harmony might be restored between the Osages and the eastern
tribes.t Perhaps the fact that so little was known about this sectiom
prevented any action being taken by the government at this time. At
any rate little more was heard of this recommendation until the
removal of the Cherokees in 1809. Then their agent, William J. lLovely,
took up the cudgel and much of his correspondence with Governor
William Clark of the Missouri Territory and with the Secretary of War,
was in an effort to get a fort established in this region,

In 1814, in pursuance of his ideas, he wrote to Clark:

It is in my o on absolutely necessary that there should
be two companys /sig/ of troops stationed here. I beg therefore
that if they can possibly be spared that you will send two
c s to the place, or one at least as therc are some white

si¢/ of the worst character in this country whose influence
with the Indians is dangerous to the peace of the same.?
In 1.8153md again in 1816 Lovely requested a military estahlish-

ment on the Arkansas HRiver to maintain peace among the Incum.h In

1 Goues, Ex. of Pike, II, 387.

2 Lovely to Clark, October 11, 1814, cited by Foreman, Indians and
Pioneers, 51.

3 Lovely to Secretary of War, November 15, 1815, ibid., kk.
“ Lovely to Clark, April 16, 1816, ibid., 45.
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reply to this latter request Governor Clark informed him that he had
made application for such a post.5 More than a year had elapsed with
no definite action on the part of the government when news of intended
hostilities of the Cherokees and their allies against the Osages
finally caused the War Department to aet.6 On August 19, 1817, General
Jackson received orders from the Secretary to establish a post to be
garrisoned by one company at a point on the Arkansas River where it

7 These orders he communicated to

was intersected by the Osage line.
General Thomas A. Smith, then in command of Belle Fontaine, near
St I..tm:l.a,8 who, in turn, on September 15, ordered Major William
Bradford in company with Major Stephen H. Long to proceed up the
Arkansas Hiver with a detachment of riflemen to the point where the
Osage boundary touched that river. There with the advice of Major
Long he was to select, -
« « « the best site to be found upon it near to that line and
thereon erect as expeditiously as circumstance will permit, a
Stockade most sufficient for the comfortable accommodation of
one company, with necessary quarters, Barracks, Storehouses, Shops,

Magazines and Hospital, conformable to the plan furnished by Major
Long, which he will adapt to the nature of the position.

? Glark to Lovely, May 1, 1816, ibid., 46.
6 Lovely to Meigs, January 20, 1817; Meigs to George Graham, Secretary
of War, March 12, 1817, ibid., 54.

7 Graham to Jackson, July 30, 1817, ibid., 55.

8 Jackson to Secretary of War, August 19, 1817, ibid.
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The department of ¥War, having ordered the establishment
of a Post on the Arkansas with the men to prewent the Indian
Tribes in thal quarter continuing hostilities with each other,
you are required to represent to the Chiefs and warriors of
those tribes the wish of bhe President on this subject and use
every legal means in your own power to restore trengulillity
among them. should the executive of this territory call upon
you to remove any portion or all of the Intruders from the
public lands in that sectlon of the country, you will take
suitable measures for its accomplishment.
Long and Bradford, with their company, arrived at Arkansas Post
October 15. Owing to the illness of a number of the men, Bradford
wag obliged to remain here for some time while Long, taking provisions

&

for twenty-four days, proceeded in a skiff up the Arkansas River as
‘ i 16

far as the mouth of the Verdigris Hiwver. There he made some astro-
nomical observations, then descended the Arkansas Hiver to the mouth
of the Poteau, the propesed site for the new fort. This place which
had been called Belle Point by the French was now offiecialiy named
Cantonment Smith in honor of General Thomas A. Smith, Soon the
prefix cantonment was replaced by the word fort which gives to us the
nuch touted Yort Smith,

Hob until Christmas day did Mzjor Bradford and his command reach
their destination. From the post he wrote his superior officer on the
first day of the new ysar tnab he had his men all comfortably situated

in temporary cquarters, with a hospital, storehouse, and a provision

? The capitalization in this letter conforms to the original copy.
O'Fallon to Bradford, September 15, 1817, cited by Foreman, Indians
and Pionsers, 56.

10 ia jor Stephen H. Long to General Thomas 4. Smith, October 15, 1817,
ibid., 57.



house for the contrachtor, and was Yaboul a hut? for himself.ll

Major Bradford continued hhis commanicabion by rglating his
interpretation of the existing clash between the Osages and the
Cherckees. Although the fort was ordersd established to prevént such
an internecine clash, the commend for the exscution of the project
had not resched the mew lecation in time. In his azccount of the
bloodshed, RBrodford accuses the Chercliess of delibsrately instigating
the trouble in order te drive the Usages out of their counbry, so
they might divide tle geod hunting grounds among themselves and thel

Y

allies. In the clash the Cherckees were "alded by sevoral white

Isaacs, the Chissoms, “‘and williams." And 1t would appear that t
"Isancs and King is [Eic more savage than the Cherokees thenmselves.h
From such a gruesome report it is not surprising that in the main
battle some eighty Osages were killed, and more than one bundréd made
prisoners. This inforaation Bradford gained "from young August
Choutean whe has been down and seen several of the Chiels who were of
the party." The hapless prisoners of this encounter were carried o

the Cherckee nabion in the Eastlj'where the news of the great "victogy'

A
had proceeded tnam.1+ These same prisoners were to prove the bone of

11 Eradford to Jackson, Jamuary 1, 1818, cited by Foreman, Indians
and Pioneers, 57.

12
13

Probably Chisholm. Cf. Ch. I, f. n. 26.

The Eastorn Cherokees had sent a company of warricrs to help their
brotisrs in the West. Joseph Meilinn to Secretary of War, Jﬂnuary 10y
1818, cited by Foreman, Indians and Pioneers, 57.

. PP Y 353 £ 2 &
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contention for several years——years in which the little fort on the
Arkansas was to be the center of activity.

One of the earliest recorded descriptions of the fort was written
by Buttall during his stay there in 1819. He related that it was a
typical frontier post, with buildings constructed of heavy hewed logsy
enclosed by & ten foob pallisade. Inside its periphery’there vere
twe block-houses, lines of cabins or barracks for the accomsmodation
of the seventy men then on duty, and other necessary bulldings.
Situated &t the Jjunetion of the Pobteau River, on a risiﬁg ground of
about fifty feel elevation, the garrison was surroumnkied by alluvium
and uplands of wwsual fertility. “The V;Gw‘is more comaanding and
plceturesque, than any other spot of equal elevation on the banks of
the Arkansa'[—si§7." From here the river was visible to the castward
for more Lihan six miles.15

It is interesting to note the differenceé of opinion cxpressed
by various writers concerning which fribe was to be blsmed for the
intermittent hostilities carried on in this region over a period of
several years. 1b would seem that a combination of many things caused
these clashes: the white man's greed for land which was back of the
removal pelicy; the desire for the best lands by migrant tribes; the

infringenent of white men on the hunting grounds, wantonly destroying

15 Thwaites, Early West. Irav., XI1I, 201. Cf. Thoburn and Wright,
O}Cla. - I 3 61"‘2 .
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the buffalo;™ the efforis of native tribes and early arrivals to
hold thelir lands sgainst all newcomers, and the source from which the
commentators gained Lheir material. Such z situation surely was
conducive to the {reguent clashes in this vicinage.
Vihile the trouble between the Usage and Cherokee Indians had

started with the advent of ihe {irst Cherokee bands into western

@

Arkansas, bhe progressive removal poliey of the government greatly
aggravabed the dissention. The treaty entored into by the Govern-
Lo 22 ? 3 i} 17 1 ] ol

mernt with the Cherokees in 1817  had rssulbed in the removal of
sbout four thousand mexbers of the casbern band to the new lands
" 18

west of the lesissippi. Fort Smith, for many years the only fort

ot

n bthe viecinity, became the site fcr the numerous couferences

relating to the troubles of the tribes in the region‘and.as such

played an important part in the affairs of both whites and Indians.
In conferring with the Cherokees they professed to dajor

Bradford a desire for peace but he doubted their sincerity and

thought them dissatisfied with the locaticen of the garrison, siuce

it interfered with thelr plans of aggression against the Qséges. The

enigrant Indians, he reported, were covetous of the fine lands of

16 . . v o . . .
Tahlonteskee stated in 1815 that the white hunters destroyed not
less than "five thousand buffaloss every swamer for noe other profit
than perhaps than twenty pounds tallow."™ Am. Siate Papers, IT, 11.

17 Am, State Papers, “"Ind. Aff.", II, 141-4.

18 pstimate made by Sam Houston. Apparently no official figures
available. Houston to Cass, June 13, 1830, cited by Foreman, Indians
and Pioneers, 76. o
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their enemies and crafltily plotted with obher tribes for thelir
19 '
support. They told Volorel Heigs, Cherokee agent in Tennessce, thab

.

they "intend to possess by conguesht the counbry on the upper Arkansas®,
Vhen Nubtall reburnsd to Yort Jdudth on September 15, 1819, after
a trip up the Arksusas River he found the place "filled with a dis-

agrecable bustle® over the pending Indian Counecils called by the

5

govarnment. The views of ithe traveler were indeed well made. To

effect & lasting peace between two inbransigent groups, the Usages

]

fn
o

andd the Cherokees, was a herculean bask. ISubt the treaty stipulations

’1

. ) 21 & s .
must be enforced. For the Cherokees to surrender hbheir one hundred

odd prisoners and for the Usages to condescend to placing at their

disposal specific enbress to the wide open spaces were equally zall-
P P i g J 2

o

in turn forfeiting any consideration. When the news was circulated

Tradford to Jackson, January 1, 1818, cited by Foreman, Indians and
Pioneers, 79.

20 Meigs bo Mclimm, August 7, 1818, ibid.
<1 Treaty made September 25, at 5t. Louis. Provided for the cession
of area bnown.as Lovelyts Purchase to the United Statcs by the

Osage for no other consideration than the satisfaction of claims
amounting to four thousand dollars held by white people for alleged
robberies comuitted by Osage war parties, Kappler, Ind. Treaties,
11, 1io.

On October & another tresty was signed Ly which the tribes
mutually agreed to a permament peace. The Cherckees were te deliver
prisoners of the war of 1817 to the Usage at Fort Swith. The Osags
agreed that the Cherokees and tueir allies might have a passage
to the hunting grounds of the wesb and permission te nunt on lands
south of the Arkansas. Awm. State Papers, "Ind. ALf." I, 1l72.
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that the Cherokee Chief's had arrived without their prisoners with

]

the hope, if not the beliel, they would be given the right of
adoption the atmosphere became teunse. Helther was the siiflled con=-
dition relieved when Major Bradford ordered the chiefs to have them
produced within ten days. This admonition while explicit was ignored
and with the passing of ihe time limit the Usages broke comp, crossed
the Arkansas and proceeded Loward their villages. F@rtunat?ly they
hed nob progressed very far unbil a ruaner frow the Lort overtook

fast]

and informed them that the prisonsrs were now aveilable. This shtate—

sent was only partly true for scareely three-fourths of them had beexn
, o 22
brought from the East.
Had all of the prisoners heen rebturned as stipulabted there might
have been a pericg of peace and although the Osages accepted the
sibusgtion, they felt that the Cherokces had nob lived up te their

o

blizat lons

A

gl

; in the treaty of October, 1518, and socon retaliated by

=)

22

lilling three members of a Cherokee hunting party. Jo one of the
irst important councils held at Fort Smith was futiley terminsted
: : Lo 2D

and the troubles continued unabated.<”

With the creation of Arkansas Territory by an act of Congress

iareh 2, 1819,24 James Miller arrived at Arkansas Post in December

22 Thwaites, Fgrly West. irav., XiIl, 277-8.

. s - .. I . . ) PN e
23 Semes Miller to Secretary of Var, Arkansas Fost, June 20, 18620,

as
cited by Foreman, Indians and Pionears, 26.
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? Harly in his term of office

tc assume his duties as governor.
he atheupted Lo effect a permsnent peace between the Csages and

Cherokees, but he Found the situation most confusing. Writing to the
President from Fort Swith he stabed atiempts were being made to com-
plete a settlement betwsen these tribes. With this in mind word was

‘ 26
sent to the chiefs to come to the fort but to no avail’ for the Osages.

unsuscessful. Disgruntled but not discouraged he returned teo Arkansas
Post, February 27, 1821, after an absense of three monbhs feeling thab
he had &ccomplished.nothing.27 |

Thére seems to be no record of an attack on Fort Smith, but
an event ofvﬁpril 9, 1821 caused a great deal of excitement. A war
purty of some four hundred OUsages under the leadership of Had Buffalob
descended the Arkansas Rivef on the north bank to a point opposite
Fort Smith. Thete‘he end his collesgues crossed over to the garrison
and, under the preteﬁse-of wonting to hunt on the south side, asked purw

nission for the entire party to come over. Major Bradford suspected

f' . ¥ . ) ~ > 3 & o *
<5 Governor ililler's message to the Legislative Council, February 10,
1820, cited by Foreman, Indians and Yionsers, 87.

26
iller to the President, December 10, 1820, ibid., 99.

27 pvkansas Gazette, March 3, 1821, 3, ibid.
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that their *'3 -urpose was to obtain ammunition with whieh to continue

[
[

hostilities against the Cherokses. VWhile he deliberated on the request
they took every oprnortunity o examine the fort and ascertain how

pany men defended it. Their motives were so apparent that they even
refused 1o sat and drink, which were unprecedented actions. When
rermission to cross was refused by the commander, the chiefs solemnly
returned to their band. The fort authorities were not incorrect in
their diagnosis for soon i@'was cbserved that they were building rafts.
Vorty or £ifty were constructed, on which some crossed the river above
the fort and hid themselvea in the cane brakes on the opposite side

of the Poteau Hiver and still others tried to bLeach near the fort but
were turned back by soldiers on patrol. lhen the chiefs persisted in
their attempts to land at the base of the fort, two six-pounders were
brought intc position to comaand the situation. Upon this show of

of resistance the Osages abandoned their efforts and retired to the
vest bank of the Poteau Biver., Here they killed three Quapav Indians,
employed by a hunter named Dtienne Vaugine, Hben ir. Vaugine made an
gffort to reach tle fort, only the artillery covering his landing pre-
venbed his capture. BPub to show their animus a nwiber of the homes of

white settlers on the Poteau iliver and Lee's Creek were plundered by
. - s : ) 28
the war narty as they lsft the vipinity cf the garrison.
kS B, ) o £y

<6 ileg! Weekly Legister, June 30, 1821, XX, 246-8.




From an appendage to Mttall's account of the Fort Smith Council
of 1819, these pertinent remarks are elicited:

Since this period, as mizht readily be foreseen, hostilities
have again com.enced between the rsstless and warlike tribes, who
ecan perhaps never be prevalled upoa to live in friendship, as they
will be perpetually transgressing each others hunting bounds . .
« « Such is the efiect of the imprudent and visionary policy of
crowding the natives together, in the hopes of keeping them at
peace. '

Warfare, howsver, continued intermitltently, and in July, 1821,
General Gaines ordered Colonel Matthew irbuckle at New Urleans to
hold the 3eventh Infantry in readiness to occupy the southwestern
frontier. Six coupanies were detailed to the Red River and four to
Fort Smith.30 Colonel Arbuckle left New Orleans in November but was
delsyed by low water at the mouth of the Arkansas kiver and did not
arrive at Fort Snith until Pebruary 26, 1822,

This additional foree increased the command to five companies,
with an aggregate of two hundred thirty-nine men, making it an cutpost
of considerable importance on this remcte frontier,

Attached to the post Colonel Arbuckle reported that he found a
farm of eighty acres, with one thousand bushels of corn, one hundred

head of cattle, and four hundred hogs. It was reported a sickly

station, due, he thought, in a large measure to white settlers nearby

29 Trwaites, Harly Vest. Trav. XIII, 279.

%0 Gaines to Arbuckle, July 1k, 1821, cited by Foreman, Indians and
Pioneers, 131.

3 dmerican State Papers, "Military Affairs", II, 456, Hereafter cited
as Am. State Papers, "iil. Aff." '
Major Bradford was relieved of his command and ordered to
Natchitoches upon the arrival of Colonel Arbuckle.




who sold whiskey to the soldiers. 2

In March after Colonel Arbuckle took cozmand, Governor Miller
again visited the fort in an effort to stop hostilities. Preceding
him was Nathaniel Philbrook, sub-agent to the Gsages,BA who held
numercus conferences with the several tribes and induced them to meet
for the "Oreat Talk" to be held at Fort Smith, July 30.%° The con—
ference which was attended by one hundred fifty Ossages and a large
nuiber of Cherokees resulted in another written treaty, signed
August 9.36 It provided for a declaration of peace between the
tribes and the return of seventeen of the long held prisoners who
had been with the Cherokegs since 1817. By the end of the year the
prisoners had been duly délivered at Yort Smith,; and the tribes de~
parted, apparently on;good ter‘ms.37

Governor Miller, with headquarters at Fort Smith, spent a large

part of his time for two ycars among the tribes on the Arkansas and

32 Arbuckle to Gadsden, January 3, 1822; same to same, ilarch 4, 1822;

sawe to same, larch 26, 1822, cited by Foreman, Indians and Pionaeers,
131, : ' )

33 Miller to Calhoun, day, 1822, cited by Foreman, Indians and Pioneers,
133,

Lyon to Callioun, February 24, 1822, ibid.
35

36

Hiller to Calhoun, July 15, 1822, ibid.

Office of Indian Affairs, Bebired Classifled Files, Follo Drawer,
maruseript copy of treaty, ibid., 138,

37 o . . iy s

Missourli Inbelligencer, December 24, 1622, cited by Foreman,
Indians and Ploneers, 147.
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and Verdigrls Rivers counseling with them and endeavoring to make a
lasting peace. But again the viearious procedure of a treaty failed
to bring conbtentment,

Hot longz did the skeptics have to walt for an overt act because

an Osage atiack on a hunting party of their enemies, January 1, 1823,ﬁ“
and the retaliation by the Cherokees in Augustjg terminated months of
arduous efforts. To the disturbed scene this promptly brought Colonel

Arvuckle in company with same Cherckee chiefs. Straight to Clermont's

town, the rendezvous, they proceeded where, in Jeptember,

conciliatory overtures were proffered as a basis for adjustment of
40
To most citizens these sporadic forays of tribal strife wer
gquite unsavory and warranted govermmental intervention; but when

- s

white travelers or sebblers were molested, whether for good or irie

f&

ufficient rsasons, there arose a hue and cry for condign punishment.

&

Such was the case several times in the summer and fall of this yesar,

and of the many, one psrticular case merits an explanation. A party

4 wrbuckle to Calhoun, dunuary 12, 1823, cited by Foreman, Indians
and Pionegers, 147.

3G ,
27 Arkansas Gazette, September 16, 1623, ibid., 148,

40 Union Mission Journal, ibid., 150,




of hunters, possessed with good intentions, of course, and with "no
pent up antipathy" to satisfy fresh from Arkansas Post was attacked.
On November 17, 1823, a band of two hundred Usage warrdiors headed by
Mad Buffale, returning from a rald on their southern neighbors, the
‘Caddo Indizns, effected & surprise raid on the camp of the white
hunters, Klling several and making off with most of their equipment.
So provocative and insolent were these actions that Colonel Arbuckle
sent Hajor Alexander Cummings to the Osage villages to demand the
surrender of the murderers. Clermont in response promised to call
A2
his people together for a declsion. fihen several weeks had passed
and Clermont had not communicated any action to the fort, Colonel
Arbuckle, who had formulated his own policies of dealing with the
situation, advised his superior officer thabt he believed the Osages
would surrender the guilty leaders without resort Vo arms if they

believed the military were able and determined to mareh against then.
Located as they were, far from the villages, it was difficult to know
the truth sbout such happenings or to exert the necessary control. Ha
then made recommendations §s to the moving of the garrison., Upon
receipt of this informatioh, General Winfield dcott on larch 8, 1924,
ordersd Colonel Arbuckle to remove his f{ive companies from Fort 3mith,
_take a position at the moufh of the Verdigris River‘and therc in the

very heart of the Osage country to construct a new fort,

'

4l Arbuckle to Gaines, February 1, 1824, ibid., 159.
42 Gummings to Arbuckle, December 22, 1823, ibid.

b5 wrbuckie b0 Guines, Fobrusty 1, 1824, ibide
Ll scott to Adjutant General,’March 8, 1824, ibid., 193.



CHAPTER III

THE SECORED FORT

On April 9, 1824, Colonel Arbuckle with his five companies
abandoned Fort Smith, leaving eight or ten men under ths assistant
comissary, Lieutenant Eonneville, in temporary charge of the build-
ings. Part of the troops went by land with the wagons and the rest
by water with the nilitary stores in their two keel boats.

The Choctaw Treaty of 1825, which fixed the western boundary of
Arkansas as beginning one hundred paces east of Fort Smith and rwming
from there dus south to the Red Hiver, threw the fortification into
Choctaw country for & number of years.g Soon §fter the execution of
this treabty Uajor William J. HcClelland was appointed agent of the
Western Choctaws and was direcied to establish an agency at the western
linits of the state,B Iﬁ the spring of 1826 he arrived in Fort Smith
with a blacksmith and an interpreter, to occupy scime of the old builde
ings. The agency was to be locabted here temporarily while buildings
were being ervecbed at Skullyville fifteen miles above Fort Smith. He
found the post in a dilapidated condition, the trcops having carried
floors, doors and windows with them to their new fortificabions at

e
¥ort Gibson.

+ Arbuekle to Adjutant General, April 7, 1824, cited by Foreman,
Indians and Pioneers, 195.

2 Kappler, Ind. Treaties, II, 212.

3 Secretary of War to Governor Izard, July 1, 1825, cited by Foreman,
ndians and Ploneers, 302.

o

Izard to Jeeretory of Tar, Aprdl 15, 1826, 1bid., 302-3.
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4 few years later the introduction of whiskey to emigrant Indians
by way of the Arkansas River became so flagrant that it threatened
the peace, health and welfare of the arriving tribes to such an extent
that the Choclaw agent, Captain Frances W. Armstrong in Little Rock
appealed to the government for help in comtrelling this traffic. A4s
a result Captain John 3tuart and his Company ¢, composed of fifty-two
nen, were ordered frow Fort Gibson to take their stabion at the
abandoned Fort Smith where it was thought they would be able to
intercept intruders and shipaents of liguer up the river.5 The company
reached Fort 3mith on March 22, 1833 and found quarters in some of the
buildings of the old post. To make sure thal their efforts had not
been in V&Lﬁ all boats employed in transporting merchandise or obher
stores west of Fort Smith were cordered to touch at the landing of the

. 6

post for iuspection of their cargoes,

uwh the lust for spoils was nol so easily satisfied as Captain
Stuart soon found himself outwitted by the whiskey sellers, Hvery
movenent, of the soldiers was under consbant observation and not in-
frequently their actual instructions were pested for publie perusal
which served as advance information for 1111c1t traders, [inally it

was decilded to move the troops a few miles up the river where they

5 Clted by Crant Foreman, Advancing the Frontier, 1830-1860, 29.
Hereafter cited as Foreman, Advancing the Frontier.

6 Ipid., 30.
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would be in a better position to cateh the vialators.7 Accordingly,
on June 16, 1834, the troops were removed to Swallow Rock, or Harroldts
Bluff, on the south bank of the Arkansas River, some ten miles fronm
Fort Smith and five miles from the ﬁnoctaw Agency. Adjutant General
2

Jones named the place Fort Coffee.” This was to be the point of
debarkation for the Choctaw emigrants coming up the Arkansas River
by boat.9

That there was a conbtinuous effort by the setitlers of the area
during this time to re-establish the post at Fort Smith is shown by
various memorials and correspondence on the subject. At the time the
state legislature memorialized the FPresident to have the Seventh
Infantry returned to Fort Smith on grounds that Choctaw hunbing parties
were crossing the line into Arkansas and depredating on the live stock
of the whites, Franeis W. Armstrong, Choctaw agent, reported that the
mover of the memorial admitted to him that the purpose of the agita-
tion was bo get the soldiers back in frkansas so that the money spent
might bz paid out among the whites rather than in Indian Terribory, and
so that Captain John Rogers could sell his land to the government for

N

the post.

{ tielsh to Lovell, February 28, 1434, cited by Foremsn, Advancing the
Frontier, 30-1.

8 .
Am. State Papers, "ifil. Aff.", VII, 976.

9 .
Grant Foreman, Pioneer Days in the Iarly Southwest, 274. Hereafter
¢ited as Foreman, Ploneer Davs.

0
July, 1834, ibid., 42.



21
In & lebtter written by bajor Arbuckle, commanding bthe Seventh

Infantry at Fort Gibson, to Major Genersl Alexander lacoub, General-

Washington, D, C. on June 6, 1833, he recommended ". . .

&

in=-Chiefl ab

5

that a strong work is reguired at Fort Smith or in that vicinity to

. . . e & o g — 11
give security to the fromtier of Arkansas Territory.®

This was a view contrary to the one presented by Commissicners
Whistler and Stuart who sceningly believed, from their statements,
that there was no real need, that the movement was a political one on

£y £ KPR l ~ R VU I - _— y .
the part of the citizens. Concerning this Colonel Arbuckle said
in the same letter:

The present site of Fort Smith is too contracted as the lamdg
are held by an individual (Captain John Rogers) within a few
paces of it, . . . much to the anmoyarnce of the parrison; and
unlesss the government should think proper to purchase a suit-
able quantity of lands around Fort Smith, I_would recommend the
removal of the garrison from that position.

The effort to induce the government to abandon Fort Gibson and

emove bthe troops to Arkansas Territory was continued. A memorial

ent by the General Assembly of the Territory to the President and
comaunicated by him to the House of Hepresentatives on Janmary 13,
1834, stated:

. « » that the troops at Cantonment Gibson are of little or

no utility to the cltizens of the Territory, situated as
they are withln the confines of an Indian Country. Should

the citizens on or along the western line of the Territory
be invaded by a savage fog, all comuunications between them

57

1L 4., State Papers, Mfil. Aff.", VII, 9.

Toid., 984-5.



and the troops at the Canbtonment could be intercepted and before
the troops could afford them any assistance their property
would be plundered and thelr houses desolated. In the estab-
lishnent of the garrison the govermuent believed that they

were affording full amnd ample security to the property and
lives of the frontier people and that it would aid in pre~
serving peace among tie Indian tribes « « +

Your memorialists believe thiat old Fort Smith is Lhe
riost elipgible site . . o+ « Let the cuestion be setiled
that the main objects of the government counld be effected

well by a removal of the troops as by thelr continuation
where they now are . + + « ’

Fort Smith is the highest point of safe navigation on
the Arkansas. At times of low water the public stores are
transported from thence to the garrison (at Fort Gibson)
with sueh trouble and great expense.™

The Cherckee agent, Stokes, discounted all of these efforts, say-
ing that the people who were trying to excite disturbances, clamoring
for the building of forts on the {ronbtier and abandoning those in
Indian Territery, ought to come ocut with the plain truth. He con-
tended that the Cherokees and Crecks raised corn and catile in
sulficlent guantitics to supply Fort Gibeon, and they furnished hay
snd wood besides many cother articles for the posht. The Indians could
products mcrs cheaply, not having the additional cost of
bransportation and this was & drawback upon the profits of the

7y

Arkansas people, congbibuting one of their causes for alarm. The

Secyetary of Yar, Poinsett, in a lebter asserbsd:

Give Arkansas the whole control of Indian alfeirg——
remove every Just and independent agent; bulld them
forbs and fix garrisons within the stabe; appoint all
your agents from Arkansas and perhaps you will hear no
move aboub fndian hostilities from then.

T;:I

b Th

P

B
N

id., 2423,
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June 5, L8538, cited by Foreman, Advancing the Frontier, 54-5.



iuch correspondence was carvied on with officers of the army
relative to the posts and military forces reouired for the probection

¢

of the Western Froutier. In a lebter to the President of the Senate,
replying vo bis inguiry as to vhether or not & site had been selected
on or near the western fronbicr of 4rkansas, as had been providad by
a late Act of Congress, sSecrebary of Var, J, H. Polnsett, sald tha
it had been found inadvigable to gbandon Ford Gibson since Fort Smith
could not

o » o ab the same time . . . afford adejuate protection to

the citizens of Arkansas . . . . preveat internal dissention

among the different Indian Lrlbos of that region and between

Qubh other and to sgsecure thea from the intrusions of white

ersons and in the enjoyment of the rights solemnly guaranteed

bo then in the treaties now in force bebween them and the
Undted 3tates.

50 far ne site had been selected but Poinsett mentioned two possibil-
ities, the one at Fort dnith and the other at the mouth of Lee's Cresk.
He enclosed in this communication a letter from Lieutenant Colonel
trisler and Capbain Johin Stuart, both of the Seventh Infantry,
located at ¥ort Coffee, relating to the selection of a si"ce.lg

Three places were described by these army officers: Iassard
Bluff, ftwelve miles from the line with both Fort Smith and Van Bursn
between it and Indian Territory, was rated an exeellent military site,

but was ruled oub because it was too low on the Arkansas Hiver an

16 Dated February 20, 1838,

7. s N -
17 An. State Papers, "iil. aff.", ViI, 956.
13

o

ated December 15, 1837.



30
.19 e . . .
too far from the line; = the lee's Oreek location, on the north side
of the irkansas five miles below Fort 3mith, was on a bluff four
hundred feet high with an excellent view of the surrounding (:e:‘vui'l’cvr:y’.2‘U
However, there were disadvantages te this latter place: the rise
from the river was extremely precipitious; the timber so stunted as
to be of little use for building, msking it necessary te hauvl tigber
across the creek for a mile; the nearvest road was half mile away;
the bluff contained no Limestone; there was no waber availlable, and
the price asked for the four hundred sixteen acres was fifty thousand
<l
dellars which was considered exorbitant (even at that time). With
reference to the third place they wrote:
The site of Fort Smith is on the south side of the Arkansas
river, and about three hundred yards below the Poteau. It is
on a rising piece of ground, about two hundred yards fram the
Arkansas river and aboubt fifty yards east of the Choctaw line
and entirely within the state of Arkansas.
he communication further stated that this available site was suf-
ficlently large and commanded a good view of the river, and that there
were the necesszary timber and stone for building within casy disbtance.
As %o acquiring it the letter stated:
The land that Captain Rogers offers in his first proposition
to sell to the United States cemmunicabes with the 16th section
of the township at about the distance of three-fourths of a mile
from the site, which section has on it an abundant supply of

good timber, and the land belongs to the government ¢f the
United States, having Leen reserved for schcol purposes « « « »

% mn. State Papers, "Mil. ALf.," 980.

-

How known as Mount Vista.

2l Am. Stabe Papers, "iil. Aff.," 98l1.
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Imludingmhmdrdmduor space, mentioned in Captain Rogers
pm.um,-- with the point belonging to the Choctaw
nation, there be five hundred yards of space open on the
Arkansas river andappuubla to military purposes . . . Captain
Rogers' first proposition . . . is intended to mean that portion

of land gphich he offers to sell for a sum of fifteen thousand
dollars.

Not all concerned army of ficers were sco wholeheartedly in favor
of the Togers' proposition, as may be seen by a letter written by Major
Arbuckle from Fort Gibson December 29, 1837, to his superior officer

in waahim, D- C.:

Sir: I have the honor to report for the information of the
government., that it has been hinted to me that Captain John
Rogers, the proprietor of the land at Fort Smith has proceeded
to Washington City of late. If he has done so I am of the
opinion it is with the object of inducing the government to
purchase only a portion of the land he holds at that place for a
military establishment, and to retain the balance for a tomn

or village. On this subject I have only to remark that no

part of the limited quantity of land held by Captain Rogers of
Fort Smith (being, as I understand, about seven hundred acres)
can be retained by him, if Fort bnithisuloctodfora
military establishment, without great prejudice to the public
interest. Independent of the land being wanted (as Captain
Rogers only owns about four or five hundred yards on the Arkansas
river) a town or village so near a nﬂ%gary establishment would
be a great inconvenience and nuisance.

2 hid,, 982-5.

=3 The speculation over the price of Rogers' land led him to write to
“histler and Stuart in September, 1837. A report was being circu-
lated that an exorbitant price would be asked in the event that the
government wished to occupy the land, and Rongers feared it might
prevent their meking an offer. In the letter he gave an exact
desceription of the section of eight hundred thirty-six acres ". . .
which land or any part of it . . . I now tender through you to the
government for . . . . a fair and reascnable price." Rogers went
on to say that he intended laying off a town, preparatory to a sale
of lots, and wished to give the government the opportunity to secwre
the site before the lots were offered for sale. To what extent this
letter influenced the Whistler-Stuart report, and whether Arbuckle
knew of its existence is not now known. Ibid., 983-5.
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Opposition to the establishment of a permanent military post
within the borders of the state of Arkansas was to no avail., In
1838 the Yar Departuent issued orders for such & garrison and appoinbed
three commissioners, Hajor W, G. Belinap, Captain 8. 3. E. Bomneville
and Captain R, C. Gabtlin, Lo select one of the three sites previously

25 selected

%]

reported on by Whistler and Stuart, The Rogers land was

and his proposition accepted by the three. The Arkansas Gazettle,

May 23, 1833, told of the sale as follows:

Capbain John Hogers passed up last week on his return from
Washington, where we understand from him he effected the
sale to the Government of a portion of his tract of land

at Fort Smith, as a site for a permanent military post on
our western frontier. He sells 296 acres, having a front
of 100 yards on the south side of the Arkansas River,
immediately below the Choctaw line and rumning back for quan-
tity, for the sum of $15,000 . . . . It is the intention of
the govermment, we understand, to construct strong works at
this point and Capb. Charleg Thicmas has been selected to
superintend their ereetion.”

On July, 1338, Captain Bonneville was directed to take his
company from Fort (ibson to Fort Smith and repair the bulildings for
receipt of govermuent stores. Simultaneously Captain Stuart was
ordered to abandon Fort Coffee and remove all military, hospital,

-

and other supplies to Fert Smith.

P

Captain Thomas, arriving the last of July, 1838, to begin werk

42
'xs

on the new fortilications, found the wilderness pushed farther we

‘0 + = g EY -

<k Captain Bommeville 1s reputed to have had much influence on the
selection of the site. He was a close personal friend of Captain Hgers.

25

Dallas T. Hderndon, Centennial History of Arkansas, I, 848, Hereaftey
cited as Herndon, Centennial Hist.

26 Cited by Herndon, Centennial Hist., I, 849-50,

“1 Gived by Foresan, Pioneer Usys, 27h-5.
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than had his predecessors, Majors William Bradiord and Stephen long.
In the twenty-one years since the first fort was bulli a good sized
frontier village had grown up with several mercantile establishments
X 28 ! . NG, B PR 1 g g - 3
and & number of dwelling houses.” Even witn the expanded town and
the thriving industry, many deficiencies were still in evidence

because it was necessary for the new commandant to bring with hinm

forty mechanics and laborers and the necessary machinery to set up a

2\)

aw zill. 7 Captain W, G. Belknzp was then ordered with two companies
of his regiment tb Fort Smith where he sét up temporary gquarters on
the land now owned and occupied by the Homan (atholic Church. These
quarters were at first called Camp Thomas then Camp Belknap, and were
occuplied by the troops until the bulldings of the new fort were ready
ie 1842.79

The elaborate plan of the new fort embraced a quadrangle four

hundred fifty by six hundroed feet, walled w’th'stone, inside of which

were barracks, officers' quarters and the magazine., The ground work

of the walls was in the shape of an irregular guadrangle, with a

cannon bastion at each angle of the wall. Starting on the high ground

A com - oo o ¥t % 5 v} 2
William James Weaver, Heminiscences of W, d. Weavor, unpublished
manuseript in the Carnegle Library, Fort ualth, Arkansas. Here~
after cited as Veaver, Reminiscences. (W, J. Weaver was born in

[eTs)

Philadelphis in 1818, e came to Fort Saith in 1823 and was a
resident of the city until his death in 1906).

<9 Serndon, Centemmial Hist. I, 851.
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- These buildings remained intact for a number ai 5caru and one was
used by Lac ha”y Taylor as a residence while he wes in command in
this area. ilis headguarters were. lQCutL& nereualsoa ’netuever

o

oﬂvuplcd thie of ficers? gphrtcrsrin he

«arrlson. Rdb rtoJ "liohler,
Port umith, Arkensas, Jhe S o
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at the eastern bank of the Poteau and encirecling the fort was a seriaes
of outposhts cshsisting of earthworks with comnecting trenches and
rifle pits.al

The bluff of La Belle Point, site of the first fortification,
was chosen as a stone guarry, and this bold and picturesque roecky
front dlﬁhpyeafxd to reappear in the large blocks used in the walls
and foundations of the buildings of the new garrison. £ {ine sbeam
saw mill steod in the gulch just north of the present United States
cemetery. ALl of the pine logs were rafted down in high waber from

- . : - . 32
the mountain regions of the upper sources of the Poteaun River,

On 4pril 10, 1841, iajor Arbuckle assumed command on the frontiers
Because of his i1l health, which he attributed to the location, and
because of the dilapidated condition of the buildings at Fort Gibson,
Ie esbablished his he adqnérters at Fort Smith. He was soon superseded
by General Zachary Taylor as Commander of the Western Uepartment of the
linited States Army, whe held this position until 1845 when he lelt
Fort Smith for the Mexican War.BB

The work on the fort progressed slowly, and slthough one hundred

twenty thousand dollars had been spent by 1842 the Arkansas legislabture

3aid to be adopted from plans of Seilgneur de Vauban, great French
military engineer. Herndon, Centennial Hist. I, 851,

" Yeaver worked for two months in this stone quarry, content with his
wages of forty dollars a month and a soldier's ration of pork and
beans. He also furnished logs of walnut and ash from acress the
Arksnsas Biver. dany of the loza were Tour fest through the stbuwap,
Weaver, Reminiscences, 5-0.

53 Taylor to Hitchcock, July 28, 1841, cited by Foreman, Advancing the
Frontier, 69.
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sent a memorial to Uongress urging coumpletion of the post so that it
would be an adequate protection bo the western frorfft;:’uar.ﬂlF While tha
local interest in protection was paramount and the motives cuite un—
biased the plan for dbuilding such elaborate and expensive fortifi-
cations to withstand highly isprobable attacks from the Indians
appearcd ridiculous to the soldiers and workmen of the fort. On one
ocecasion they had quite a good laugh when one man, seeing a small
crowd of'lmdians peacefully strolliing around watching the construction
of the walls, suddenly shouted: ©"Boys, look cut! Here comes the
GIICIY » 135
With his knowledge of Indians and their methods of wariare Tayloy
saw that the government was wasting money on such extensive fortifi-
catiocns, and at his advice the Vauban plans were abandoned with only
the south and part of the east wall coupleted.  Three of the cannon
bastions were used for foundations of buildings: +the cne on the
soukhwest corner was & one-shory powder magazine; on the west was
constructed the guartermasters'! department, and on the point nearest
the river was buill the ¢omaissary depot (the conly original building
of the fort still standing), There were four barracks, large two-
story brick buildings, with the two on the west for officers and

their families and those on the east for as many s four companies
K &

34, oo . - o
*Herndon, Gentennial Hist., I, 851.

35 -

aver, Heminiscences, 6.




36

of goldiers. In addition to these there were & guard house and
the hospital in a frame wilding standing cubside the west Wall.36
Apparently Taylor's recomuendations bore somne welght for the
Quartermaster General reco.mended building operations be suspended
on the fort. <his was done shortly thereafter by executive order,
but work was resuned for a short period in-l841.37 It was nobt until
1843 that work on the fortifilcation ceased altogethcr.ss
Hajor Lthan Allen Hitchcock, on a mission for the government
concerning Indian affairs, observed the new fort urmder construction

in the fall of 1841 and described it:

e « o The walls are
It is some 200 or 300

1, in this unfinished stage, took its place as one

N e

of a chain of forts esbablished on the western frontier to keep the

Indians from waging wars among themselves and from committing hostile
acts against the white settlers. Starting from south to morth these
posts were suggested in the plan formulated in 1838: Fort Jessup——

twenty-five miles scuthwest of Hachitoches, on the road to Texas;

3 toid., 7.

37 fpid., es.

35 Weaver, Reminiscences, Y.

39 Grant Foreman, 4 Traveler in Indian Territory, 14.
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Fort Towson——near the confluence of the [{iamichii and Red Bivers, in
the “hoctaw Nabtion; three hundred twenty-five miles from Ft. Jessup

d fifty miles from bthe Arkansas boundary; Tort Smith-;on the

Arkansas Hiver partly in Arkansas and partly in Indian Territory;
Fort Cibson——sixby miles northwest of Fort Smith on the Arkansas
River, two hundred seven miles from Fort Towson; Fort Wayne-—on the
Illinois Hiver in the Cherokee Hation not far from the western
boundary of Arkansas, sixty miles from Fort Gibson; Fort Leavenworth
—on the right baik of the Hisscuri River, two hundred eighty-six miles
from Fort Smith; Fort Snelling--at the juncilon of the 5b. Peters and
Mizsissippi filvers, two hundred twelve miles from Fort leavenworth,
and Fort Crawiord—ithree hundred :diles below Fort Snelling on the
40

n s

Mississippi #dver, five miles from the mouth of the Wisconmsin River.
Wnile this cordon of forts was finally approved in the spring

of 1840, the execution of the project was a problem of major proportione

Everyone on the frontier imew that even when these secattered out posts

'3

becamne a reality, insecurity of almost all varisties would still be
prevalent. In addition, the folk of the southwest were cognizant
after the spring of 1837, that the days were numbered before a casus

belli occurred that would bring on the confliet betwecn the United

States and the Mexican Eepublic. If this prophesy became a reality

40 Heﬁorﬁ of Secretary of War to President, December 1, 1841 in
> 2 -
ixecutive Dosuments, 27th Congress, 2nd sess., Document No. 2,
:)CJ—QL} .
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Fort Ymith could prove a rendezvous for troops enroute to the battle
fronts.

Life on the frontier in general, and in the southwest in particu-
lar, steeled itself during the cvourse of the next three }'La‘l'u for
whatever missions might lle in the offing. The arsy posts and the
regulation of Indian affeirs were augnented to cepr' with any exigencios.
Well were theose anticipations revarded for before long news was cir—
culated that troops were to be sent to the border. Just as expeched
Fort Smith did ocoupy a strategic position; fairly well stocked aﬂd
manned, and above 211 the headauarters for one of the raniing officers,
it was one of the firsit to receive a ezll. From this post Uenvral

Gachary T”—iﬂﬂ’* sarched with his regulars first to Fort Jessup, Loulsie-

ana, proceeding fron Lhere on to the Rio Grande.
Genoral Arvbuckle was left in command with a few conpanies of
volunteers calied for duby along m, segbern bovders of Arkansss.
fher the war, soveral couspanics were brought back to Fort Sxikh and
later uiﬁcnarhezi.u
Little is recorzied' of sdlitary 1ife in the garrison after ibe

Eexican Uar until the fever of the gold rush re;xcheai this western

cutpost. That there was sweh excitement is evident from an article

sppesring in a Fort <sith papsr at the time:
Ho, for California. 4 company is now forming in timz place for
Lal.a.fornia, which will shart about 4pril, next. ¥Yhere are
already 15 or 20 names of heads of faniliss Jiving in this
place or vicinity envolled. Perscas wisilng to atiach themselves
t.o tids company will have the evportunity of doing so b:; ap:
ing to either J, Eannady, Laptain dohn Dillard or John F. Vheelor,
avery able bodied male emigrant will be reguired to mmmh himself

}‘,53, I #&u; :‘ie?'
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with a good rifle and plenty of ammunition. Also rations for
the journey, consisting of 180 pounds of flour, 100 pounds of
bacon, and transportation of same to be drewn by horses, mules
or oxen. o wagon is Lo have more than 2,000 pounds. The
whole party is to rendezvous at Fort Smith by april 1, 1849
and to choose their officers and make all necessary arrangements
for the tramp.*

This company left Fort Smith April 11, 1849, coumanded by Captain
John Dillard and compogsed of over five hundred people. A few days
before this a company slightly smaller had left under the command of
Captain K. B. Marcy.

During the years 1849-1350 many companies organized in the
eastern part of the United 3tates used Fort Smith as a supply center,
it being the last opportunity to obtain equipment for crossing the
plains. ALl possible aid wus given the emigrants by the officers
and soldicrs of the'garrison.&s

The trade of all of Indisn Territory was controlled by Fort
Spith for many years. The garrison, tiough small, retained its im-—
portance because it was the chief depot for supplies for the Territory

L

and the western forts. Two or three steamboats docked each day,
and the drivers of many mule teams made the town their headquarters.
The soldiers were kept busy with frontier duty, which included send-

ing scoubing parties inte Indian Terribory and providing escorts for

42
43

The Fort Smith Herald, September 6, 1848,

Neaver, Heminiscences, li.

hir Goodspeed Publishing Company, History of Benton, Hashingion,
Qarroil, Madison, Frankiin and Sebastian Louniiss, 558. Hereafter
cited as Goodspeed, Higt. of Benton Co. et. al.
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all supply trains to outlying forts. Large quantibies of army supplics
wers kept in the storehouse, necessitating many commissary'employees.‘
The garrison maintained a blacksnith shop which was always busy.
Tailors were constantly esployed in repairing officers' and soldierst?
uniforms.'ﬂ

In many respects it was a most uwnusual city and post. located
as it vas, sone fouwr bo six hundred miles distant from any other
mebropoli, it had the disbinction of being not only the real outpost
of civilization in the soubhwest but likewise it was the cynosure of
a pageantry and a life that were foreign to its location. To this
point, from time to time, Journeyed the social elite from some of
the largest cities and wealthiest families, wiio brought with them,
or in thelir entourage, "that accouberment" that would have made then
the center of abtraction at the most exclusive tall or social gather—
ing in Washington, Hew York, or Eoston.hé

On May 3, 1858, an Overland Mail exploring party, sent out by
Jdohn Butterfield, reached Fort Smith. They had come from Il Paso and
, ‘ . . : &7
reported the roads to be good and the water plentiful in nmost places,
Cn the night of Sepbember 18 the first coaches {rom Saint Louis and

from Mdenphis reached the town, bobh arriving at practically the same

time, This put the people in Louch with-the outside world, and at

ey
ey

b7 Clipping from the Fort Smith Times, May §, 1858

-




il
the same tiume was the harbinger of the sarly approach of the thirty-

o
e - . . &3
£ifth parailel railrcad.™

b8 1pid., September 22, 1858.
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CHAPTRRE IV

FORT S#ITH DURING AND AFT:R THE CIVIL VAR

The year of 1860 passed with little excifement along the frontier
of indian Territory wntil it bécame cerbain thal Abraham Lincoln had
worl the presidential election. Then men began to wonder,; to question
what the future might bring te a ciby inhablted Wy southerners but
with a United States garrison in its midst. The night of April 23,
1861, brought an answer to thelr questions when the steamcrs Frederick
Hotrebe and the Tahlequalh arrived at Van Buren from Little Hock
carrying three hundred state troops under Colonel Solon Borland, eight
pieces of artillery and sufficient munitions to take over the post.
They were joined in Van Duren by a local company and anobher copnmanded
by Cawbain Perkins. These twe proeceeded by land to Fort Saith while
Colonel Borland, wailing until ni

tht, went on by boat. OGaptain

I
<

Sturgis, pest Comuander, learned of the approsch from the spies he had

sbaticned along the river, and mustering his two companies of cavalry,
he retired by way of Texas Road, leaving the fort in command of Major
7ablin, Pifth Infantry, who hapmensd %o be at the post on a visit., He
made this report to Golonel L. Thomas, Adjutant General of the United
States Army, Washingbon, D. G.3
Fort Smith, Ark., April 24, 1801.
Colouel: :
{ have the honor to report that a body of troops of the state

of Arksnsas uwier the comaand of Celonel 3. Borland, entered and
toclk possession of the post of Fort Smith last night, Captain

gt
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Sturgis of the first cavalry having evacusted it a few hours
previous. Being on a visit to the post at that time, I was
made a prisoner of war by the authority of his excellency, the
governor of the State, but permitted to geo at large upon giving
my promise not to fight zgainst the state of Arkansas or the
Southern Confederaey during the pending difficulties between
the latter snd the United States unless exchanged « + . .1

The following report was written by Captain Sturgis to Captain
S. Williams, Assistant Adjutant General, leadquarters Department of
the West, 3aint Louis, lissouri:

Camp on Walnut Creek, Kansas, May 21, 1861
3irs:

I avall myself of the first opportunity which has occurred
since leavisng Fort Swmith, to inform you that I evacuated that
post at 9 o'clock p. m., on the 23rd ultimo and marched with my
comrand for Fort Washita where we arrived oo the 2Cth ultimo
and reported for duty to Colonel W. H. Zmory, First Cavalry.
All of the available transportabion abt the post amounting to
some bwenbty wagons and teams, were baken along. The ordmsnce
sergeant, hospilal steward, Chief bugler, sick, and laundresses
were left abt the post bo be shipped to Jdefferscn Barracks by
Capvain A. Montgomery, A. Q. i '

The Causes which induced me to evacuate the post I presunme
are known to the department. After supplies were cut oIf by
the state of Arkansas the post would be untenable. Ve could
have occupied it in any case but o few days more. OUne hour
after we leit, two boats arrived vdth three hundred wen and ten
pieces of artillery. To have contended against this force with
two companics of cavalry and that too, bhe entire populaticn
was ready toc go to arms against us, would have resulted in our
being taken prisoancrs and loss to the govermment of all, arms,
horges, means of transportation ete., at the post.

Barly on the morning of April 24, ancther boat, The licn, arrived
with a body of State Troops. Others soon followed, and by night Fort

Smith was occupied by several hundred soldiers in armed opposition

1 . o T € e o s e v . ~
The Uar of the Hebellion: A Compilation of the Ufficial Records of
the Union and Conifcderate Armies, Series 1, I, 650. Hereafter cited
as The War of the Rebellion,

2 ... ;o
ipdd., wil-i.



to the United States Government.B
Fort Smith became the cenier of Confederate activities for the

western part of the state during the early years of the war. In

July of 1861 several additional companies of volunteers, some infantyy,

some cavalry, came to the garrison, although many of these treops

later left Port Siith for more active service, life at the post being,

on tie whole, wmuch too peaceful.a
The period which elapsed bebueen 1861 to 1865 presents the dim-

mest page in Fort Smith's hisbtory. Thers are very few records of

n

these years, and several rsasons nay ve given for this apparently

Fae
Yy

or lack of primt

£

singular omission: the newspapers were suspendet
paper in early 1862, thus leaving no printed record of current eventap
then of the people who lived here abt that itime, the Juven;lea were

too young bo recelve a lagting impression of what was going cn, while

he elderly pup on had passed away before the southern era of
history writiang began. 4Albthough the majority of the people of the

town vere soutlicrners, thers were a pumber of cibizens who held fast

"

to the Union and kept Fort Smith in a constant state of excitem ent .’
Fort Smith was held by the Confederate and State forces from

hpril, 1861, to September 3, 1863, at which time General Blunt of

3 Goodspeed, Hist. of Benton Co. et al., 740,

k Clipping frem Fert Smith Times and Herald, July 22, 1861.
5

Weaver, Reminiscences, 10.
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the Union forces took charge. The Confederste Commander, W. L.
Cabell, having but a small force garrisoned at the post, offered no
resistance except ab a point several miles up the Poteau River, from
which he wmas forced to retreat. The following report was made by
teneral Blunt:
Headguarters, Army of the Frontier,
Fort Smith, Ark., Sept. 11, 1863.
Hajor General John Scholield,
Commanding Dejartment of Iisseouri.
General:
I have the henor to report that the entire Indian Territory
and Western Arkansas are in my possession and under my control
e « « » The most obnoxious rebels have abandoned thelr homes
here and gone to Texas., Those that remain express great satis—
faction ab occupation of the country by Federal troops. Union
men who had been driven to the mountains Lo save their lives

are coming in daily by the scores and enlisting in various regi-
ments.  In my opinion, Uestern Arkansas can be easily reclalmed

a e+ @ “6

There were no pitched battled in or around Fort Smith, bub a
few skirmishes occurred soon after the Federalists took‘over. On
October 28, 1863, Bfigadier General William Steele wrote to his
supericr officer concerning a proposed attack on the garrison. He
estinated the Federalfforces in and around Fort Smith at two thousand
two hundred troops, all well armed and equipped. A1l weré white
troops exeept one negro regiment, Iiost of the men had seen service,
and since they had more and better artillery than Steele's men, he

thought it unwise to attack. He also suggested that since the

6

War of the Hebellion, Series 1, X4II, Part 2, 525.
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Federal troops ewpected a fight, the psychological effect on them
would be bad if no batble were fortheoming. 7

Records of only two of the skirmishes near Lhe garrison have
been kept. ©On July 27, 1864, a force of fifteen hundred to two
thousand rebels under Genersl Gano, all mounted, attacked an cutpost
at iassard Prairie seven milss out from the post. The force there
was composed of two hundred men of the Sixth hansas lavalry under
Captain Hedford, established for the murpose of grazing the stock of
the garrison, UGano's forces moved up in two columns, onc driving in
the pickets, the other flanking them., They scon overpowered Hedford,

a

tock him znd one hundred fifteen men prisoners, and retired before
reguforcenents could he brought uw.:

The Pederalists had no feafa'fﬁr Fort oSmith and Fort Gibson bub
were constantly alarmed lest the supply trains between Ford Smith and
Fort Scott be captured and the fords between Fort Smith and Fert
(*ibson fall inte the hands of the Confederates. Parties putting up
hay and grazing sbock must also be guarded. General Thayer, then in
command, reported that he was prevented from moving out for atiack
because of a lack of cavalry and artlllery horses.

The gecond recorded skirmish was actually a contimuation of the

attack at lgssard Prairie. Ab sunrdse on July 31 the Confederstes

7 Ibid., 1048,

¥

L&,

7 Ibide, 2.
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toolt up the line of March, proceeding along the main road Lrom,&ausaf
to Higger Hill., The pickets were routed and their dimners eaten by
Gano's men. The artillery on Higger Hill aznd cavalry reenforcements
fran the post forced the Uonfederates to retreat about dark, burning
the comp and stores of the enemy as they went.

Thig demonstration in {ront of Fort Smith drove the whole Union
population of S3ebastian County within the towm, thus increasing the
enemies! embarrassmant on account of food, and satisfying Cooper,
Confederate CGommander ef the Indian Brigade brought up to help Gano,
that the enemy was weaker and more demoraliszed bthan he had antici-
pabed. He expressed the belief that a vigorous atbtack by the enbire
Cenfederate forces of the area, even though attended by heavy loss

2 e

of life, would have resulbed in the capture of the fort. Bub the
2

)

moment had passed, his ven and horges were weary and much weakened

by the expiration of enlistment, and he considered it best to fall

back to the vicinity of their depot in Indian Territory for rest,

C s , sasn . e 10

reorganization and recrulting the Indian Brigade
The Confederates contlmued to harass and attack supply trains,

hay camps snd grazing parties around Fori Swith and Fort Gibscen for

the duration of the war, and many supplies intended for Union soldicrs

. o . . ) i1
found their way into Gonfederabe Camps,

10 1pig,, 31-36.

H 1eig., 707.
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On August 24, 1863, General Cooper marched on Fort Smith, and
all the men of the toun were foreed to march oul to the trenches where
they were put to work turowing up additonal fortifications. Hany of
the men had sons and obher relatives in the atiacking forces. The
Pederalists drove vack General Cooper in a very short tiwme. <

Un Oetober 7, 1864, Hajor General Haxey, in command of Confederate
forces in this area, told his superior officer that he believed Fort
Spith could be taken since large numbers of bthe federal troops were
cngsged lu escort duby with supply trains and guarding fords, hay
camps, and rrazing parties, bubt no evidence of sueh an attempt has

l)’

been found.

ors and counter runors contisued to find LYheir way into ciyre

Eakint
culation regarding the impregnability and the penetrability of the
post of Fort Suith. . This, indeed, was the case during the closing
nonths of the Uivil War. Dub with the arvival of the hews of the
capitulation of General Hobert 4. Lee, conditions speedily returned
to those thab would be assoclated with an cubpost located in a
sparsely porulabed, semi~forgotten and nol toomuch interested districi.
In fact 4% is net unbil Sephember, 1871, when orders arrive from the

J.ar Department to reavve the troops from this garrison that activities

reminlscent of days of old are once zgain the order of the day. The

2 . w : . \ P
* Artiecle by Rt. Rev. lucey in the Arkansas Ugmefte, May 24, 1904,

43 Yar of the Bebellion, op, cib., 780=L.
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military reservation had been transferred to the custody of the
Departuent of Interior for disposition in accordance with terms of
an Act of Congress approved February 24, 1871, an act providing that
the lands be sold at public auction te the highest bidder for not
less that the appraised value nor one dollar twenty-five cents an
acre. By an execubive order deted May 22, 1871, the part of the
regeorvation that wos occupied by the national cemetery was reserved
{rom sale and restored to the custody of the Var Eepartment.;h

3everal years after this, Federal Judpe Isaac G, Perker and
Uongressnan John H. Rogers conceived the idea that the government
might be persuaded to give the reservation to the city for the public
schools. A billl to tals effect was introduced in Gongress, passed,

and approved by the President on kay 14, 1684, 2 The property

L Inclosures sent by Secretary of War to the Senate Committee on
Public Lands inquiring as to the status of the late military
reservation of Fort 3mith. 1his comasittee was considering a bill
‘10 donate the land to the city of Fort Smith. 4 recommendation
was made that the bill not be passed sinece it would not apply to
all other military reservations adjoining cities and towns. Senate,
Hiscellaneous Doguments: Ho. 536, 45th Cong., 2d sees,

The question as to why these lands had not been offered at
public auction as provided by Congress was brought up in the
comuittee hearings. The report was made that the appraised value
of the land had been so high that none of it had been sold. Senabe
Reports: HNo. 706, 45th Cong., 3rd sess.

15 Gongressional Record. 48th Cong., XV, Part 1, 32, 59, 656; Part i,
39"5 » 391-}8, ‘lfu&?o .
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included one hundred whole or fractionsl blocks, cut of which the
government reserved one whole block for a federal building, one for
a c¢ity park, and four for grounds surrcunding the federal jail.l6

By an Aet of Congresé February 26, 1897, the walls were removed
from that part of the reservation included in the four blocks sur-
rounding the federal Jail to pernit the extension of strests, All
of the land except that upon which the jail stood was surveyed,
divided into lots, and sold at public auction, bthe proeeeds reverting
to the United Stabes Treaswry. The’eity‘was suthorized to remove the
walls and the stone bullding at the north corner and dispose of the
material for its owa use. The land for the sireests was domated to
by . from the sale of the property donated by the goverwmment
the public schools of tie c¢ity have had the benefit of about one.
miliion dolln 3.18

Time and progress have seen one after another of the old land-
marks of the past disappear, leaving only the old ivy-clad sione
building used as a cemmissar?, and Still designated as such, stand-

ing ncar the banks of the irkansas Biver. But irderwoven into the

é N s , :
1o Congressional Record, op. git., Part 4, 3945.

17 U. 8. 3tab. at large, XX(X, 596-7.

1€ The statement was made in an editorial in the Arkansas Gazetie,
May 29, 1909, that Fort Smith was the only c¢ity in the United
States which had an endownent for its public schools. Ho further
verification has been found.
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history of that section of the great American Scuthwest which has
become the state of Arkansas, runs the story of the frontier post on
the aArkansas Hiver. Although instrumental in bringing about the
settlonent of both the iiddle and the Far West, contributing its
forces in the Var with lexico, playing a dual role in the Uivil Var,
the period of Reconstructlon saw the aays of usefulness of the
garrison pass. The bright thread of nilitary life was severed, but
the pattern remained only to Le resurrected when another great national
emcryency confronted the pesople. The year 1941 sew a large military

estobiishment under construction oubtside the city for the training of

scme bwenby thousand men for the defense of ocur nation. Again Fort

(ot b

peltin

P

tekes up the thread of service——agsin she boecomes an outlying

post of elvilization.



Caommanders of the

Maj. W, Bradiord,
Gol. Matbhew drbuckle,
Haje Ao K. Vooley,
Col. lmthew drbuciile,
Capt, “m. Davenporh,
Col. Matthew Arouckle,

(Proops withdrawn from Post April, 192

Capt. dohm Stuart,

APPENDIX

Rifle Hegiment

Tvh Infa nLry

"

H i
) 1]
f1 i

Teh Infantry

Post at

-

ES

-
Fort omith

NHov. 1517 o Feb. 1822
Feb, 1822 to Mareh 1822
March 1022 Lo June 1822
dunie 1822 to Jan. 1823
Jan., 1%23 to May 1823
May 1823 to April 1824

3 re~oceupled March 22, 1822,)

darch 1833 to June 1834

(Troops withdrawn June 16, 1834; re~occcupied July 27, 1834)

Capt. B. L. L. Bonneville,
Cant. W. G. Belknap,
Capt. W, W, Lear,

Capt. . Hoffwman,

Capt. J. Do Scaright,
Capt. Wa. Hoftiman,

Maj. 8. Le B, Bormeviile,
Capt. Wm. Hoffnan,

daj. B. L. B. Bonneville,

Capt. E. B, Alexander, 4. 1.

Lieub. J. W. B. Gardiner,
Lieut. ¥, F. Flint,
Gapt. G, C. Sibley,

Troops withdrawn July 2, 18503 re-ocecu

Capt. G. C, 3ibley,
Capt.. k. C. Gatllh,
Col. loenry Uilson,

aj. Geo,. dndrews,
Col. Henry Wilson,
Capuv. Ha Ie lunv,
Capt . T. H. Holmes,
Lieut . Fra Eklln Gardner,
Col. Henry Wilson,
uﬁﬂod.li¢UM£n
Capt. 3. G. French,
Capt. E. €. Gatlin,
Mad. Isauze Linde,
Capt. H. C, Gatlin,

Teh Infantry
Jrd Infantry
Lth Infantry
6th Infantry

i i
" ]
i 1
i 11
i) i
M.

lat Uragoons
6th Infantry
5¢h Infantvry

5th Infantry
Toh Infanbry

i n
b i
i "

Znd Artiilery

Tth Infantry

o i
" it
it #

A . k& L] E/F‘

Teh Infantry
" a2
] i

Y‘«’l

e

Jduly 1838 to Oct. 1638
Cet. 1838 to Sept. 1840
Sept. 1840 to Sept. 1842
Sept. 1842 to May 1842
say 1843 to lov. 1843
dov. 1843 to Aug. 1845
Aug. 1845 to bec. 1845
Dec. 1845 to dan. 1846
Jan. 1846 to July 1846
July 184h6 to Cct. 1846
Ucb. 1046 to Liny 1847
Mey 1847 to Hov. 1848
dov. 1848 to July 1850

ed March 1, 1851.)

#arch 1851 to June 1851
Jdune 1551 to Lay 1852
May 1952 to Cet. 1852
Oct. 1852 to by 1853
May 1853 to July 1353
vuly 1853 to aug. 1U,j
Aug. 1853 to QOet. 1853
Ccbe 1853 to Wov, 1353
mov. 1 53 EO ruy 1855

May 1855 tQ Dec . 1855

ec. 1855 to Jan. 1856
Jan, 1856 to idar. 1856
Her. 1856 to Dec. 1856

L Rebert J. liohler, Fort

Smith, Arkansas, 4i-i.



Maj. Isaac Linde,

Capt. R. C. Gatlin,
Capt. LaFayette Mclaws,
Capt. S. G. Simmons,
Lieut. E, J, Brooks,
Capt. D. D, Sackett,
Capt. W, W, Burns,
Capt. E. W. cl'ittendm’
Capt. S. D, Sturges,

Col. W. W. Clou.d,

Col. John m"fam’

u‘ut - ccl. A. w - Bi’hop’
Col. w. R- Judﬂm,
Lieut. Col. J. B. Wheeley
Brig. Gen. Cyrus Bussey,
Col. M. M, Trumbull,

Col. Paul H&rﬂm’

Capt. K. W. Barnard,
Capt. 3. S. Culberson,
Capt. W, J. w‘ter’

Capt. J. B. Mulligan,
Col. D, F., JOR.”

Lieut. Col. P. Lugenbeel,
Capt. John J. Upham,
Capt. Montgomery Bryant,
Lst. Lieut. F. w- Thibaut’
Capt. Montgomery Bryant,

Tth
"
"

Infantry

1st Cavalry

Comm'y Sut

1st Cavalry
1] n

(U. 8. Troops withdrawn April 23, 1861, re-occupied Sept. 1, 1863.)

Dec. 1856 to June 1857
June 1857 to Aug. 1857
Aug. 1857 to Sept. 1857
Sept. 1857 to Feb. 1858
Feb. 1858 to Mar, 1858
June 1859 to July 1859
July 1859 to Sept. 1869
Sept. 1859 to Apr. 1861

1st Kan. Cavalry Sept. 1863 to Dec. 1863
18th Iowa Infantry Dec. 1863 to Nov. 1864
lst Ark. Cavalry Mar., 1864 to May 1864
6th Kan. Cavalry May 1864 to June 1865
121'-!1 Kan. Inf.
U. 5. Volunteers Feb., 1865 to Sept. 1865
%h Iowa CaYallv Sapt- 1865 to Feb. 18“
57th U.5.C.T.

19th U.S. Inf.
n nn "

" un L]

" " n n

" " n n

n " on "
6th U. S. Inf.
n " n n

" n n "

n n n L

Jan. 1865 to Feb. 1865

Feb. 1866 to May 1866

May 1866 to Sept. 1866
Sept. 1866 to Nov. 1866
Nov. 1866 to Jan. 1867
Jan. 1867 to Feb. 1867
Feb. 1867 to Oct. 1867
Oct. 1867 to Apr. 1869
April 1869 to June 1869
June 1869 to Nov. 1870
Nov. 1870 to Jan. 1871
July 1871 to Sept. 1871

United States troups were finally withdrawn September, 1871, and

the military reservation was relinquished to the Interior Department

for disposition, under act of Congress, approved February l4th 1871,

by War Department letter of March 24th, 1871,
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