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OHAPT RI . ..... 

THE THIRD TER!t I SUE 1789- 1940 

J'o:t most Amerlca.ns, the date Deaember 3lt 1939. meant 
' ' ' ~ 

ore than ju.st the closing of a year--lt marted. the oulm1n

&tion of almost a decade o! depreesion, l ew Dealia, and a 

riatng inte-rest 111 the affairs o.t EU%ope, eepee1ally al.nae 

I te.ly , Germany and Jap had given notioe to the world that 

they no .longer oared to cooperate with the democra.o1es. As 

194o began. the people voiced a fervent hope \hat the pa.the 

to recov ery and pea.oe would be open and unobstruoted. 

The year 1939 had been one of important, events . In 

September, the long-expeoted European war had begun. .Amerioa 

wae not in the war, but she was worried. Some of her worries 

had been allayed when the "war in the West" settled down to 

the 1t·s1tzkrieg. t1 In the meantime., the Ru.ss1ans were fighting 

their "det'ensive• war against the Finns . However, America 

was beaet wtth the problems of economic reoovery and wae look

ing forward to 1940 in the hopes that it would be a year of 

further progress along these lines; a.nd l 94o was to be a 

presidential election year . 

In the midst of these international events, a don1estic 

issue raise4 its head almost at the same time the new ye 

oame in. This issue was national in scope, but it soon grew 

to be interna tional . It h ad be 1.:;n a recurring issue in oUl' 

.. 



history; in fact, it was almost as old as the Republio it

self'. §bP\Alra. rn.. lllAD,. L elt2ted ~ £1;aidf 9l f.Ql. L .)ji1rd 

tcu:w? This was the issue that came to the fore and oaused 

sharp differences among our leaders, not only partisan ditf

erenc,es, but intra-party differences as well., The contro

versy caused by this issue would continue unsettled until 

the election, November 5, 1940 •. 

O! course, President Roosevelt had not expressed him

self. He had maintained a discreet and embarrassing silence 

on the great questi ~n. But many people were beginning to 

assume tha.t he would be a. third-term oan.didate--the hope and 

salvation of the Demoorat1o party, e.nd of the Hation. fbue 

the third- ten drive was beginning to take shape. 

The Bew Teal" of l94o was ushered in with much cele

bration. Little did the people ot the United States realize 

whe.t was 1n store. e1 ther for them or tor the world. Before 

the year would be over. Franoe would tall, the Low Oountriea 

be overrun by !1 tler, England beleaguere41 and one of our 

most sac.red traditions oBst a.s.1cle by an •emergency . " 

Just what yas the nature of this tradition. its orlgu. 

and subsequent history and development? 

DUring the days of tbe ConetS.tut1ona.l Oonvention there 

had been much. d1souss1on and argument as to ·the tenure of 

the President. Kany proposals had been set forth, some for 

tour year• , some tor seven, some !or 11m1tat1one of one term,, 

2 



two terms oi- to-r life. The flnal deoislon. however. eame 

to be that of establishing a. four yealr term with no ntion 

being made of ellgtbility for reeleot1on. fhua it was that 

George Wa.ahtngtoa was elect,ecl Pree:tden:t tor ,f our yea.rs and 

the new 11 t1on launohed. for 'better or t or worse . 

Washington ,cons.anted to s ene t1JO terms becaase he felt

it was hie patr1o\1o dut7 to do so, and beoauee of the urg

ings of his f'r1eruis and the sentiments oft e country. Ho•-

e-.er; he deoll ned a third term. en waab1n,gton• s seoon4 

term ende~. be was 65 reu old; perhaps he :telt that he 
1 

could not a.blJ serve another term at four yeare. The:re 

we re other wozthy men to whom the govenunea:rt could be ea• 

trusted. 
~ 

The is ue aame up next du.ring .Jefferson• s ad.mini trat-

lon. · Jeffer,son served two terms •. and towards the end of h1a 

second term he declared against a th1:rd tel'JI.. Tbere is eome 

queatton as to whether he, •o\lld have aooepted a third t erm, 

oould. he haYe been elected. fio•ffer , Jefferson had a11en.

a ,ted New England and tbe South by h1s eeonomio polioiea ,o
wanl England and V:ranoe.. so he toot bis e1and for ao third 

t el'ID. He aci•ooated two tel:IDe of folll' years each with a 
2 

referendum at the end of the first four yea%e. 

l . •Wa.sblngton•e Th1ri. Tei,a• . lez iieeu~llf, LUlltXa 
lo. l2S3 (July 5, 1939), 231-;a. 

2·. •Presidential Tenure of Off'toe• • Oongi-esa1onal 
%?11~•~ , ( Ootobe:r. 191W) • 231. . · · ' .. · 



In 1803, resolution had been intro uced in the enate 

making a third term pe 1 ible fter a lap e of four years; 

it we rejected by the Senate by vote of 25-4. In 1824, 

a Senate Joint Resolution prohibiting a third te 

troduoed on hich no action w taken . In 1826, 

w sin

Sen te 

Re olution limiting th tenure to two terms p e the Sen te 

32-7. but the Hou e g ve it no otion . In 1829 , J okson d

vooat d single te of four or ix e rs , and during hi 

ad 1n1str tion, t nty-on Joint Resolution on the tenure 

of the President ere offer 1th no otion being t ken on 

any of the . During Van Buren• a inietr· tion , ten one

term Joint Resolutions re introduce with no action bein 

t en on them. In lS4o , H rrison deol e he ould erve 

for one term only . In 1g44, the g Party ineerte a on 

term pl nk in their platfo • I 1g65, Joh son sent a 

peoial es age to Co resn 

during hi dm1n1 tration, t 

voe ting ingle te 

le Joint Resolution 

, and 

for 

single te ere introduced without ny action bein t ken 
3 

by Con~r.e • 

he fir tactual third-ter thre t develope in lS 5 

when Grant see ed very re on ive tote ide of hi s being 

President fort ree con ecutive ter • On y 29 , 1$75, he 

h d written a letter to friend in h1oh he tate th 

3. Ibid • • 229 



* imperat.1 ve duty or oiroumstanees• might be causes for 

accepting a third term. He mentioned that the Oonsti tution 

c;lid not forbid such a thing.; the people were not restrio ted 

t'rom voting on the issue, and that there should be an a.mend

men t to the~Constitution if any limitation of tenure were to 

be binding. 

However , Grant • a hopes and ambitions were d.ulled some

what by the Springer Resolution wh1oh was introduced in tbe 

Bouse on December 15,. 1875, and was passed without debate 

by a vote of 23~1e , thirty- eight members not voting. 1his 

resolution stated tltat the two-term trad1 tion had beoome , 

"by universal oonourrence , a part of our republican syotem 

of govermnentff and that any departure from this ~time

h,onored custom ould be unwise, wtpatr1o·t1c and fraught with 

peril to our free institutions. tt A resolution to nullify 

the Springe~ Resolution was defeated g JO on a motion to 
5 

bring 1 t to a vote . 

fhe tenure of the President continued to ooeupy · the 

minds of the public leaders. In 1S77, Hayes advocated a. 

single term of six years . ln 1g94, filliam J . Bryan, whi le 

still a Representative , proposed a s1ngie term for the Pres

ident . Bryan tried la.ter, unsuccessfully, to establish a. 

4. Ib1d., 230. 

5. Loe . cit . 

5 



law whereby the President could be proh1b1 ted from s~ceed.-
• I ~ • 

ing hi,mself. The De~oc~a.t1c party pl atform of lS9o deola.red 
- ' 

it to be an "unwritten law~ that no man sh ould hav e a Pres

identia l third term. William ' oKinley , in 1901, declared 

against a th1r~ term for himself. Theodore Roosevelt made 

hie statement in 1904, to the effect that his serving of 

MoK.1nleyt a unfinished ten oonst1 tute'd bla flrat on•, where

as the term from 1905-09 would be hie second, and. las, . 

Roosevelt declared that he would never again run for the 

Presidency. Be was to live to regret and repudiate that 

statement. The Demoorat io party platform of 1912 oontained 

a plank that advooated a single six year tel'Dl. In 1916, the 
6 -

Prohibition party adopted a s imilar plank • 
. 

Tbe issue arose again in 1927, when some question came 

up as to whether or not Coolidge would run in 1928 for a 

second elective term. Coolidge had completed the last two 

years of Barding' s term and had been elected to a !our year 

term in 1924. Would he run for a second eleot1ve te:rm and 

attempt to serve beyond the traditional eight-year pe~iodt 

On l"ebruary 10. 1927, Representative Beet. a. Repu'bltca.n 

from W1soons1n,. introduced a resolution 1n the House which 

paraphrased the Springer Resolution of 1875• Eleven days 

later, Representative Fairchild o:f New York propose-d an 

6 



7 
amendment to the constttu'tlon which would have pTOhlh1ted 

any P:residea.t who had prev!.ouely served two tems. •whetbe:r 

by election or l)J sucoeeeion due to the re1110va1. death• 

reslgna'lion or inability of tbe, President" , and. when this 

tem by tn10:eesston bad been t•o yeara or more • from ag.atn 

being eligible to , the office of Preeident . The next day., 

February 22,, 1927 • Lafollette of Wlaconstn introduced a 

resolution 1n the Senate whloh s eimllar to tbe Springer 

Resoi.utton. Bo action was , taken on any ot tbe &b.ove res-
, 7 

olut1ons and proposed amendments . 

On Jan11U7 27. 1928., L&Follet te re•1ntrod.uced hie 

r esolu:t1on 1n the Senate. tt wa e a.mended and passed by that 
g 

body on rebruary 10. 192S, by & 56-26 vote. 

Ooolldga, boweYel"'• ea.id that he dld not •choose ta run 

for President 1n 192s•; thereby quieting mu.oh ot the agitat

ion over the thi-i-d-term 1ssu.e., Aa def1n1 te as this state

ment seemed to be1 1 t did not apecif!oally state that be 

would not accept the nom~nat1on should it be offered to hi m. 

Tbe Republican oonYention. of 1928 put an end to any third

t erm bi tlons Oooll dge ' mtght have bad by nominating Herbert 

Hoo••~ as the Pr-esidenti al oaD.dide.te. 

The t i iJ>d-teim 1esue did not enter again prominently 

'in.lo the Amerioan pol! t1tta.l scene until towards the end of 

7,, lbld. ,I 2}1. 

s. Ibtd. 
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J'rank11n D. Roosevelt ' s second administration. Some· third 

t e rm talt had existed after the election or 1936, but it 

had not gained too . uoh prominence. lleotion time was f a r 

aw y, and the ew Deal ..as goi through a turbulent period. 

h Prealdent himself stopped uch of this talk in 1'937, 

when he spoke at a Demoorat1o iotory Dinner &Dd declared 

th t hie •great uabltlon of Janua71 20, 1941,• was to •tum 

oYer this deat and. chalr 1n the te ou e• to hie a ces or1 

9 
•wb.oeTer he J be •••• • It was not unt111939 that much ore 

wa• aald bout third te ~or osevelt . 

During President oaeYelt•a first two t •• the ln

ab111ty of tbe adm1n1st tion to l1m1na.te completely be 

d ression, or 11 reoesa1on,. sit e now being called, caused 

some a:rdent e Dealers to look tonrard to a reelection of 

the President in 194o. On eapeo1 117, Rexford G. T well , 

f o er ember of the ,ew Deal "br n trust• 1 contended that 

the 1933-37 term had b en one of or1entat1on nd adju tment 

and the 1937- 41 te one of introduction and aetb cka; a 

third tel'll, T ell sa1d1 would g1Te osevelt and the ew 

Deal tbe necessary time to complete the refo sand progr 

lre dJ in operation. Then, too , he said, aince he forei 

a1 tu tion • s becoming.. ten e d serious, the at1on would 

need experienced and lrled an t the hel . J'urthe:r:m.ore, 

9. Loo , !Uet•_ 
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the mtdn pnrt of thi!:s cm1gressiomil notion. In the ,t,ontl10 

to come, the thi:r;:,i- ir::1',Ue ~,'JOUld continue to occupy the 

ti.rte !'Hinde of the oubl1c in an increasing tP';:,110 until 

:l:~ o vember 5, 1940. 

10 



C B I 

T G S'I G $' A rs . LY 

The election of 1936 h d no ooner ed 1 to history 

hen he u tin ose in ome uMrter re rdi g re 1de t 

oo evelt1 s lit1c 1 intentions for 1940. During hi ir t 

dmin1st~ tion. o y ne refor e ur h been 

introduced t tit ee .d tote s oul not be lon 

e ough erio in w ioh h y co· d be c rri d throu h o 

ucoe u1 oonclualon. One I o 1th ter the l 36 l ot1 • 
the G llup Poll ad lrea. b e use to e t1on t e.neople 

oono rnin o aible thir t r for ooe V lt . The ree lts 

of this oll howe th t 69 p re n of tb people ere 

op o ed to a third. t . 0 ly 45 percent of he e ocra. ts, , 
l 

who voted in 1936, were 1 f vor of it . 

The third-te 

a very pro inent 

is ue snot estined, howev r, to ply 

rt in politics during 1937 . In thi ye r 

oo evelt introduced ie plan o reorg ize the upre e 

Court nd im e iately accused of initiating d1ota or-

ah1 in A er1ea. This court pro r cons e ost of 1937, 

n ny thir -te mo e ent that ight hav riaen during 

1 . 
Is ue , 

George Gallup, * b and. low of the 'hird-·.1erm 
ew Yort Times agaz1ne, (October 13, 194o), 9ff. 
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this tie s doomed to remain in the b ckground. ent-

ually, Roo evelt met defeat on the Supre e Court 1ss e, and 

American politics became oompar tively quiet wi th in~rea 1ng 

phasis being placed on other refo lrea. y i n 

rooes . For the o t pa.rt , construction and public utili-

ties absorbed the ol1t1o reperou s1ons of the Supre e 

Court 1 sue. In the eant1 e, Roosevelt ' s speech of roh 4, 

1937, h&d restored so e hopes to those ho feared third 
2 

ter . 

It w snot until 193g th t the 1 sue bee e pro 1nent 

ag in in the ol1t1oal oene. 

ln a pe oh on Ootober 25, 193S, exford G. u 11 

char ed that t ose woo o ed the third ter did ob cu 

of their inter st in prev nting Kp r t ioular n fro co 

tinuing 1n offioe. 1t 

ion to a third te 

e t ted furt er that" or 1 oppo it-

co ee ••• fro tho e ho thi th t ov-

er en, an e eoi ly the executive br nch, ou~ht to e 
3 

et we k . " o wor s of oonde nati n. consent, or refu 1 

o e fro, the 1t o se. 

is ileno, fro the hite ouae had beg n to oau 

~ e orry on the part f oerta n pot nt1 1 e ocr tic res-

idential no 1 e , n ely, a.me • arl , Joh~_· • G rner, 

2 . .ere id ntial Tenur o.f Of fie , 012 . cit. , 231 . 

3. Rex£ rd G. cit . 
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an.d Paul V. McNutt . In the home states of these. men, :New 

York, Texas, and Indiana, respeot1v·e1y, movements ere ,being 

planned to support them 1n the coming Demooratic Convention 

of 1940. The A silence of the llb1 te House" seemed to aot as 

a <lamper on these sym l)lS o~ political life . The future of 

these men oould very easily depend on whether Roosevelt 

would run or whether he would give his blessing to anyone 

who might choose to run. However, during 193g, no announce

ment or 1tblessing" oame from the Prea1dent .. Anyone who asked 

Mr . Roosevelt about his plans for lj4o might find himself 

betng laughed at or told to go sit in a corner. The PTesl

dent 1ras .enjoying himself a.t the discomfiture of his fellow 

party members . In the meant i me, 'Mes ~ra . Farley, Garner,. and 

Mc u.t.t looked forward to 1939 with fond hopes and muoh anx

iety. perhaps tl1e President would make a final and publio 

deeision. 

Events of great histor1oa.l eignif icance were in · store 

for the world. During the yea.r of 1939, the crisis in Europe 

moved surely and. steadily towards the climax which came 1n 

September when Adolf Hitler lau.nohed h1s invasion of Poland, 

as a. result of whio~ the forthcoming Presidential election 

took on new eignificanoe . Republicans such a.a 'Ihoma.a r . 
Dewey, the D1str1ot Attorney fror.11. Ue\1 York. and F:rn.nk 

Gannett, newspaper publisher from i innesota., felt tht.i.t a. 

change of administration v-ta.s needed in 1940 to maet this ney 

oba.llenge to democracy . The Democrats 1miJ edia.tely began to 



14 
tr sist that Amerio retain the incumbent 1n off1oe because 

of his experience ., ,orld~w1de knowledge and command of for

eign affairs , and social reforus--and still no word oarue 

from the .. 1 te House concerning the President, s deo1s1on J if 

2.ny , -for 194o. 

The continued silenoe of Roo evelt as discussed in en 

ed.itor1.al, "JUb11 1-ied in The ;:at1on, June 17, 1939, entitled 

•Third Term Hystorios* . This edi to:ria.l stf'-ted. that i:t w uld 

not b a good ting to force Roosevelt to deolare himself 

one ay or the other. For one thi rg , the ed1tor1al declared, 

foreign affairs were too tense, an.d s1loh a decl!'.lration wot1ld 

mean political suicide as far a.s relations ith Congress ·ore 

oonoerned. The editorial went en to s y that the traditi onal 

t wo-t rrn 11m.1tat1on was a. good one , nbut it is not a cardinal 

principle of Democratic fa1th .... . lt is of less oons quence 
4 

than the thing it 1s designed to preserve . 

According to one anonymous observer, Roosevelt had t alk

ed aver the future .. 1th many of his dv1sore. nne ha.a never 

as much as hinted that he an ted a third t erm", this observer 

said, 

But heh a exvre$sed a deep conviction that the 
mew Deal Crusade must go on , th~t the nation must 
not be surrendered to the reactionaries . Because 
he i s pol1t i oally the strongest of the New Deal 
group , 1 t lias been suspec ted t11.at he is beginning 
to think of himself as a third term -President •••• 
If it is possible to obts.in the 191.J-0 nomination for 

4. CXLVIII , 61!;7 . 



5 
oosev lt dep ty, r . oo evel t will not run·. 

o eve, no in t1on or a o evelt deputy didn't ee 

11 1y due to oo evelt ' s l adership his polio of ke p-

1 g don ny potent1 lly atron no in a or 94o. An yz1 g 

the situ tion f er , oth r observer said, 

it 1 ha.rd to e how the .ew el rs c 
1th ny o ndidate except r . Roosevelt .• 
.erican pro re si e are reluctant to f c 

in 
ny 
the 

poa ·1b111ty that they must choose bet een 
third ter for r . Roosevel a.nd a practic 
certain •1otory for the epu lioan •••• Yet they 
are equally reluat nt to see the on er ativ s 
return to power. 6 

O J e 12, 1939, ppr isl of the 

oo st l tri r • .Roosevelt had ju concluded, by say1ng 

~ ere 1s little doubt th t r . Roosevelt ••• w1ll e it his 

friends to go fter a tbir te if he feels ht it 1 he 

only w y hi rogr on be oont1n ed be ond 194o.• few 

day later, ol1o1tor- en ra..l Jacks n, 1 ter o beoo e 

Supre e Court Justice. eserted th t th re• no question 

of third t involved---t e Supr me Court h d c celled 

t e fir tone when it ruled ain t such ea ures as t l e . 7 
. R. A. d the A. A. A. The tre of thought or o inion at 

this time ee ed to be in the direction of the continuance 

5. • shington ote • • epublio, LXXXIII , o. 1281 
(June 21, 1939), 187. 

6. 
1e2- a4. 

Bruce 1ven, ttLooki at 194o1t, Ibi d ., 

7. XIII, o. 24, 13-15; XIV, o. l ( July 3, 191.0) 11-12. 
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of a 1nletr ti ve pcl1otes and s<>clal reform~ 

t w~e the re ·one for . Pr atde!).-t Roosevelt • s fa..1lur.e 

to announoe :or refuse bi s o~ndidaoy ? 1.th,.ree 1"easona .. eeemed 

t .o mm up the situation., aocordlng to one politioal 1"1ter • 
. , 

!he support of 'the patty ae well as 1ts internal direetion 

•• ooneenutd• tbe effect OA foreign affairs, and. the oppor

tun.ity afforded the oppo·sit1on party-these ••re the reasons 

given whJ Roosevelt should not announce his canc:lidaoy too 
g 

far ahead,. lf be (\hould ohoo.se to rwi. 

Tht azgwnent ot Secn.etary of Interior tokes that .there 

were ao p:rogt'essive Pzeside:ntia.1 Pl'.Oapeots in tbe ·llemocratlo 

party.- except ltooaevelt , reoetved the . cr1 tical attention ot 

Oswald.. G•rziaon Villard, ed1 tor of the leading magazine. 

!t tl9.n. V-1.llucl decl.a.red that lot,s, one o;t tbe f1rst and 

most ardent propount.s ot the thll'd term, was w1ll 1ng to 

'nelt .the beginning of dictatorship ·tn the United. States by 

.g1 ving Us ••.• cb1e.f a th1l"d t-ei,nt in order to .avoid a :reaet-

1onary tri umpll. V111a:rd s id also that if the laok ot any 

otller ean4i4&te by the p:rogreasive elements was a val.id arg

ument., lt oo~ld be used ln 1941+ and 1946 juat a.a well. "If 

a third term must be championed", Villard s id, •1t ought to 
• '.-,:j:~--.i!" 

be by ra:ea who a.re uncle%' no obllga.ttor.. to the P:re-sident and 
9 

bave nothing to gain by bl.a reelection •••• • 

8 . Tallf ettleton, • Should Be Choose t• llmt•, Cllrt at-
~an §2111,'?• M.on&,orJil!S&•&ne, (.J~ 17. 1939). 7:lt . · 

9. *!hlrd Term Byaterlos• 1 CXLVIII ( June 1.7. 1939) ,. 702.. 



f!r, 
A Gallup Poll take in July of 1939 showed t t 57 per-

cent of the ocr t ho vote in 1936 no fa ore third 

ter for reei ent oo velt . his in io i;ed 1ncTe e of 

2 p :roent over the results of t poll ta en 9::;6, 

o /be ttr1buted tote 1nore 1ng opi ion th t ooa v lt 

s the le ding figure in hi p rty nd the one ho could 

carr on he ew al, the rising ens1on in urop th t 

bro ht 1th it 

the conv1ot1on , 

to carry o 

In A 

r ctiv int r ention on our art, an 

·ong Democr t , th t 

forei n ol1oy ur1 

1 39, the c:ri 1 1 

oo ev lt s th 
10 

the criai • 

uro or e a di t-

ton loo cert int e Unite tes , anothe 11""' ll 1 

dieted th t 4o ero nt oft e p ople ere in favor of 

hird er or oo evelt . In ce er of 1 36, only 31 per-

oe t had sho such pr~fer nee . he forei 1tu t i on, 
ll 

vi d tly , w s beg inn in to e it effects u on th oters. 

·be drive for the third ter r ce1ved 1 petu 1n uly, 

1939, whe few fo er •br in trus;er ", o e of ich a 

Tho G. ore or , bee instr ient l in ev lop1 th 

ar ument for the continu le der hip o! loo evelt bee u e 
12 

tu.. h ling of f orel ,n polioy . of his exper1enc n 

10. Gore allup , gp , cit . , ff . 

ll . Loa, oit . 

Corcoran ive tor h hird 'er Ide , 
o . 5 ( u.ly, 1 39) , tO . Co den d fro. 
n •The Great Ga.me of ol1tics in the 



l! 

Roosevelt had relied upon this roup to a g r at extent hen 

he dr fted his soci l re o of the first ter . an ·of 

th se young men h d r1 en from co p r tive obscurity to the 

"brain rut group and had no intention of l tti 

plans or reput t1ons d1 pre tur de ths bee use of 

their 

eh nge 

of 1n1 tr tion or l der . ince R osevelt re u ed to 

op nly deol re h1 s lf for r a a1n t third term, it would 

e nice indeed 1f he coul be given uoh ter by popular 

o e en. oo, it would e four mor year o! goo 

job for 0 t of the e refo ere . 'he ge of the" aft 

ove ent o be seen in thi early drive . 

hi driv for third ter did not g o unch lleng d. 

r fole 1n which the riter 

st ted th t he 

o ose [d.1 the tbi rd te 1n general bee it 
de troy ~41 one of the essenti l and ele ent rJ 
afeguar d of the hole de oor io Am rio n 

idea , an speo1fio&lly becau e th t idea need [e41 
• e rd1ng ore urgen ly tod y than t anr 
time in our national p st . The core of [th~ 
total1tar1 i de is ••• t e 1dentifio tion of 
&h~ State 1th one ineff ble, irreplaceable, 

11-wise Le der . 

he ederal office holder oul fi ht for third te , 
the writer 1d, bee u e 1 t ould mean jobs for four ore 

ye rs . #Only the re-election of oo ev lttt, th rite r e-

cl rd, on G ti fy the pres n h1 ·ton ure u-

er o . he olai that Roos velt · t on y b.o coul 

lea the at1on through the 

•hen the writer concl ed b 

ar ahe d receive ent1on lo 

ying: 



.o one will deny th t the A erio ~ elect-
or t . y hon occ i1n to con 1nue t 
of pr c tioal policie or the pplic tion 01 

001 l p ilo o~)hy beyond e i f h, ec r ::--~riod 
••• but o a sert th t only one out of 130. 000 , 
000 A er care c n re~)r ent th .. h ilo o h or 
tran l t i into action 1s to asser·t the b k
ruptcy of the de ocratic id •••• 13 

19 

vide tly , oo velt bee 

0 d1o t tor , for t ir - te m 

oou" do! t y1ng to be

ort r st ted th t" e 

re not cone rned 1th f r of ict tor h i p . " hi 

w~iterJ Don·ld 1chberg for r e d f the tion ·m r -

ency Council , did not believe that )resi dent ~could xer-

oi e tyr nic po ro over 130, 000, 000 po le• ho e 

org ized into indepen ent nd powerful unit of loc l elf-

g verrunent . lthou h ic ber~ dmitt d here was real 

danger fro one m 1 pres ing hie ide d policie upon 

th people to uch an extent they would follo blindl, e 

i s1 ted tat oos elt sho1ld h_v t 1rd t in order to 

protect then tion l intere t 
14 

d preven con e.rv ti ve r 

ac 1on. 

here vr o aoubt but ht the h1rd- t rm i u ould 

b oontribu 1ng f otor to nd 

Cl er recognize thi and reg rded 1t s n re on oo e-
• 

13. ene Jyon "e re the bird e ite 
o. 1S5 (August, 1939 }, 385-91 . ' 

11~. y o Thi rd erm11 , Readers Digest, XXXV 
( ugust, 1939) , 31-35• 



velt :wou.ld not run again. Be took oogn1ziµice also of ,the 

tact tha.t Roosevelt's silence wa s causing undue agitati on 

1 n the Democratic party. In Ola.pper• p- opinion, Roosevelt 

would not run again because of t his Agitation, hie regard 

for tradition, and the fact tha t he di d not want to leave 

the deep so :-~ rs upon the politica l fa.ce of the country that 
15 

a third-te:r,n oamua1gn would b:ring. 

In September, _ 1939, the European .ar began with Hitler's 

invasion of Poland, fo ] lowed quickly by a declaration of ·a.r 
' . ' 

i 

against Germany by England and h"e.noe. Already deeply con

cerned with the f orelgn sl tuat1on, the United Sia.tea became 

more so. The problems o! leaderebip during the new crisis 

took on a new aspect . Oould we stay out of the war? Row 

oould we help the Allies and still :remain neutral? It we did. 

get in the war, who 1J)uld be the one to lead us? Therefore, 

along with the new problems created, the thlrd.-term issue 

a.oquired a new emphasis, namely, the need for Roosevelt to 

carry on our foreign policy in the new orisia. hen more 

than ever before, supporters of the President began to build 

up the idea of an indispensable, experienced and skillfui 

man. In the months to come, Roosevelt would be pictured as 

the ffonly man~. the peaoe-aeeker, the one who oould negotiate 

and oa rry on our international relation.a and still keep us oa 

15. "Th1rd Term for '.Roosevelt", gurrept Hlator,. L, 
Jo. 6 (All.gUst,, 1939), lJ:.tt. . 

20_, 
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even keel tho e , in of r 

ion were concerned. 

soci l reform nd 1 g1 lat-

The beginning of he r in 'urope proved boon to the 

u OT r of t1 third term. llup oll, t ken ft r th 

ar h d bee 1n pro es for fe e k, sho ed th , g3 per

cent of the ~mocr tQ ho h d vot d for 400 evelt i 1936 
16 

ere no inf vor of third t rm. · his overwhelming m jor-

ity opinion ould indic te th t en e of ,ecurity wa.s felt 

by tho e o believed oo ev lt cnuld c rry on for anot er 

four ye-r . Perh th re ere so e dv nt e to the arg-

um nt th t the country need n e p rienced r in this new 

oric1 • 

Althou h the outbre k of th r c used n incre e in 

then b r of Democrats o f avored a hird term for th 

Pre ident, FortW'le Survey, conducted in September, 1939 , 

hoed th t them jority of the peopl ould not nt oo 

·el in 19~0, th~t i • if they could h ve th ir choice of 

c ndi te - -the cri 1 d he "dr ft" movement being disre-

rded. Only 3~.9 percent of the peo~le s 1d they ould 

choo e oo evelt; 53. 3 ~eroent id they preferred omeone 

el e; 11. g ere nt id thy didn't now hether they ould 
17 

choo e Roo evelt or omeone el e . 

16. Geor e Gallup, o . o1t . 

17 . , o . 3 (Septeber, 1939), 64. 
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y Octob r , l 39, 4,6 eroe of ·the peopl ere 1n 

f vor of thir to for e Pr si nt . Thee figure 

eho1r ri e of 6 e:roent ver t OS of llgU81., of the s e 

y :r. 1e o ltbrel'L. of t 1 ar l ro # the ccntrib-

utin f o or int is riv of blio o,inion ecru1s of •he 

ro ing f elin of curity n aith 11 the ~ sident • 

ore1 n ollcy. he nited s s till eutr l . hen 

he r ec sta.1 d in the ln· er, the entiment oi.' he 

people !or a th1 ter. l'O pe 3 percent . his wa in • v-

e ber . I is i teresti to not that the high poin s 111 

f vor of the th1r te~ cam durl ti. o ori es, in ern 

nd i tern tion l . Furth r evidence of this is een by the 

figur. !o pril 1 19lt0' :hen 47 rcent of the peopl favor-

ed i..hird term, n i fox . y' 191..0 , when the f1 ur ro e to 
u~ 

57 p rcent . pr11 , tho c· din"'vian Coun Tie ci e~n 

C ied. !n ay' "J.l drive throu0 h the .JO Oount:rie and 

• r 1ce ha.d b l. 711 th v ta.ting re ult for ... t e llie • 

e nited tate Tem inetl neutr land, s a result, or 

peo le be to believe ill Preoid 'nt ooe .velt . 

11 thee t ti tioal urveys ere bein oaxri d ut, 

noth r infor n urvey bein h 0 1d by politic 1 rit r 

nd alyst. chose the q e tion ould oosevelt run 

fr th1r t Tm?' nd ub itted it o several prominent 

per on es throughout the _country. S e of replied as 

1g. George Gallup , op. cit . 



follo 
19 
• • 

l fred ,andon: e people are ag inst ex-
tendin the power of one individual over too 
long neriod. he people, I believe, r r 
the third- ter1 ide s setting ngerous 
pr cedent •••• 

yne Ratner ( e ublic Governor of sas) : 
I feel th ta third term c did c y would be a 
d erous thin . It ould be parL1oul rly an er
ous hen coupled th the gre tly inc eased ernerg
ency and on ime po er iven to the Pre ident . 

I oppo 

from 
el ct 

Io 
1 

te 
cause 
there 

• 

• Gillette ( 
o man in the 

o eone eloe 
e his pl ace . 

le d r) : 
y tt.1-

r . oosevelt ' 

tic Congress an 
be d f ed and 

ocrat1c Congre sman fro 
nati on is so big th t there 
o 130,000,000 people o 

19. George v. Dennyi Jr. , 1 t• e Your upinion , 
Current H1sto Y, LI, o . · (Se . tember, 1939), 45-49 . 

23 

• 



.heolo ·10 i e in ry): o 
t rm in rinei le. I thi k 
the reaidenc C nf r Shoul 
one m 1 • hands or o than 

o e third 
uch po er 

no·t; be in 
t o tert • 

s 

24 

In the e r y art of ctober, lfrei Lan on call don 

th resident to a e politic out of the neutrality leg 

lation then pendinr i ,on re~ . Land n s 1 1t ould be 1, -

o siblc to keep ol1t1ce out of th le~islation o lon s 

the th1r -term 1 ue a not d cide by Roo evelt on ay or 

the other. long s the reeident intained hi ilence, 

m ny Co re srr.en ould vote particul r y for fear of hat 

ould h p n shoul lhey go i.1st the 1 hes o a. Pre ident 

ight be in th 111 te House four ore years . r1ends of 

Pr 1 ent interprete L on•s e ·nd as an tte pt to 
20 

put Roo evel uon tl: e ot political ly11 • 

the end of the ye r, the anon mou wr1 e of 

" hington Notes" ur.1 ed up hi vies of Roosevelt a.nd the 

third-ter~ is"ue by st ti that 

the decision is out of Q: oosev lt ·~ hand • If• 
lcte next pring hi c ndidacy seems necess ry 
to s ve the ew De l, uch pressure ill be put 

n h1 by the .'hite nouse g:roup , and by his o 
pride , ·th t h will hardly be ble to refuse. 

The que t1on to be decided, thi~ ri er said, s hether any 

other lfe De ler could carry on the pro r 1n 194'0. It 

ould be decide, pre wn bly, by oosevelt, bu! hether he 

20. "L ndon Challenge the Third Te "• Scholast1o, 
XV, ·o . 3 (October 2, 1939), S. 
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would run in ould "de1 end on the ... e D, .l's prospects of · 
21 

holding t e mocr tic p rty . " 

1939 dre to a clo e, the sa eo closed their book 

· nd rep ed them elves for ne er, one th twas destined 

to over h dow the year jut fin1 h d. During 1939, the third-

term 1 ue had dev loped from rive which wa to enable the 

ew Deal to be erp tu ted for another four year, to an ap _ 

e 1 to the people to reelect Roosev lt bee use of hi ne ded 

le dership in the world crisis. ome oosevelt supporters 

h d said also that the President should run for a third term 

in 194o in order to nrevent "conserv t1ve re ction" . 1-

though the President had been called on any tie to announce 

his decision to run or 1thdr •,heh d not given any indicat

ion of hi intentions--to the public, any ay . His actions 

h d tendency to eep ny other potent1 l nominees from get-

tin good t rt, whil the 

ould h veto beat in 194o. 

he th1rd-ter 1 ue 

public n o dered who they 

to ply l .rge rt in the 

olitical oam n of 1911-0 . The big question in everyone • 

ind as hetler or not the resid nt ould bre k his silence 

by typic lly r uat1c ct, or would he continue to keep the 

hole orld guess in 1 .'erh p a.n infini teeim lly s all nwnber 

of friends a.nd dvisor kne the nsw r to thi 

If they did they ere ot tel ing anyone bout it . 

21 . 1 Thir erm Cateohis 
(Deoe ber 13, 1)39), 228-29. 

e t que t1on. 

o. 1306 



C V ,, I O i 0 

The ew Yer opened with no in 10 tio fro the ite 

I ou s to hether or not th Presid nt expected to enter 

or th r fro the re 1dent1al race. ince no suoh an 

announce et o- e, there 

ur on tbe p rt o! ob erver 

plent of l titude for conject

ly t . In a stat ment 

to the pr , thir t n eu porter said, 

en r . oos Yelt f1 lly tat a oounoil 
with himself on hether to run 194o 
h1e respect for tr .1t1on and hi e t~i 
de ooracy will be ei ghed against he existing 
it t i on. It is y belief that he wi ll not 

run in unlees an emergency of oritio 1 ro-
ortion xista at the oment of hi decision 

d unless there 1 ost un ni 1ou concur-
in urging hi to go on. l 

Th ea.nin of 'an e ergency of critical pro or i on" or the 

" ment of his eoi ion s left to one• i gin tion or 

wishful thin 1ng. 

ay 01d oley, pol1t1oal al st for , a.reek,, thought 

Roo evelt • s position on the third-term 1 ue woul rem 1n 

indefinite for so e tie to co • oley t ed tl t ost 

shin ton obser,-ers thoug t oosevelt woul not c it him-

elf except to s y th the had no 

that his gr atest de ire to 

1t1on to run again, or 

ve the e oor tic arty 

J 
l . State nt by R xford G. ugwell in the 
r 2, l 4D. 

York Times, 
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re in under liber l" leadersh1 • e ntime," the writer 

the ch nces re th the ha er eon lly re ched no 

fin 1 dec1 ion and time n oiro.1.m t no N ould det.rmine 
2 

the in 1 ecision of t e esid nt . 

or c no rn1no- 00 evel ' 11 nee c e fro another 

po11t1c,l rit r · ho i th "e loner t e re id nt re-

1ned non-oo i II l, the lea bit11 r . ill be t i 1 ue if 

he hould eo1 e th t he ruit tor i it . e fo.ct t 

ird-ter. C di cy d 1 y b,en 0 1bil1 y 1th 

Rooe v l , t 1 rit r id, h d xeooncil th ocratio 
3 

party to it [! 4) 1 de t e country le f ighted of it . " 

On oorre r>ondent s ated t .. the h d t "inside tr ck" 

0 th e id nt• int tion , in is un u 11 ·1 t te ent 

th t • t e r ide t 111 ot run agai " roo of thi st te-• 
ent, the corr pond nt ol i e , o ro a co 1ver tio be-

tween the resident en tor orri t ill the cour 0 

hie 00 evelt reputedly tol the en tor th t the strain 

would be oo much for him to n resici n for four ore 

r • ccording to 

tol notl er en tor 

2 . • Democ:r t 

3. Lind ..-.,. 
Current 111 g tory 

4. y 
CCCLVII, o. 

tis s e correspond nt, the r i ent 
4 

'It 0 ld 1ot o for .e to run i • " 

nd 1940, V, o. l (J nuary 1, l94o), 4a. 
s 

·o. 5 
ric n ol1t1c in i,h G 

(J nuar, 19 ), 2s-30 . 
r" ' 



Ho ever, no confirm tion of these conver tions c e from 

enator or th re 1dent. 

he De oorat en· eu the p itio 1 cene arly in the 

year hen h y nt invitation to Republic n Oon~ress ional 

le~ rs to ttend the Jactaon y inner in nu ry . Thi 

ction upon the part of the emocr t could be de oribed s 

a ol1t1oal bomb hell, ince the n1nn r h d al ys been re-

g rded as trlotl a arty 1r. he .e ublicans grew 

u oioious i m ed1Rtel • < col ni t rth r e r Hennin 

dub be the ct an tte pt by the De oor ts to divert th 

at te ·tion of oublioan fro1 t e pol itical que i cn of the 

th1r term an to c nter it on national unity . h De ocr ts 

hoped to r the Republicans into 

be criticized for f 1ling to cooper 

tr p hereby thy could 
5 

e during the energenoy. 

ooner or l ter, it was to be expected, the en tors 

and e resentatives i n Congre s ould cxpre s he celv son 

the .. gr, .t que tio ., • · ost of the ur en of au ort or e-

unoi t i on of the th1r - te i u had be no rrie by ma -

az1ne, olitio 1 n lv t nd 

re ondent not to ent on the more rdent ew ealers . 

Rowev , as the time for tbe part oon entions drew closer , 

he memb rs of Con re became ore intere te in th third-

issue. 

The i. eme ency« 

5. C icnco ~a11J une, J u ry 1, 194o. 
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vividly by Tug ell and others received due ttention fro 

epre nt tive Jenkin of Ohio. Jenkins declare tl~re w 

not any e erge oy t t ould oa.ll for i. tlep rtur f o 

oour e th t ha been dbered to by the greatest men o h,, 

tion. he emer ency would oo e , he ep et ti.v a1 , 

shoul depart fro· thi course an elect 6 . re 1.dent for 

a thir term ••• • " 

194o, submitted by enator ydings of aryl nd• the obser-

vation de hat any eriou effort to rea tho to-

t rm t radition ould "se i tr in ·rave and per, nent abuse 

of the po r of the residential of :ice . hould oo velt 

decide to run for a third ter, thee torial stated, th 

of.ice-hol er and bureaucrats oul be bro ht into ot1on 

to support him. Thus , e res1d n 1 l office oul t on 
7 

corrupt hue , n el7, that of "political self-pre erv tion. M 

Co en·ting on he fa.ct th t no other te.1ocr ts but "'arner 

h d a:opea.red to op ose oosevelt reg rdlee of hether he 

would run ag in or not, eureoent ive un t, epublic ···n 

fro ou.th Dakot , said that lthou h the Unite State hd 

ore educational 1net1tution than 11 y oth r ive cou tries 

6. Confre sional Reco , 76th Con ., 3rd es . , L XXVI , 
Janu. ry 11 , ~4o, 282. 

L 
7. Oongression l Record, Ap endix, 76th Cong. 3rd es. , 

XVI, Janu ry ~, 1946, ~1. 
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in the worldw, the f ot th t only one m in the entire 

country as wise or able enoug~ to serve as President re 

resented ttterri 1c in 10 ent of our y te . undt be-

lieve that ooeevelt would run ag in, and he entertained 
g 

d oubts s to wb t he it ion ould be in 1944 or 194 . 

30 

Other opinions were forthoo ing fro political and l bor 

leader . According to lf L ndon, Roosevelt could not get 

the nomin t1on now if he ted it . Landon based hi con-

olu io on the f ot that any attempt by ~oo evelt or his 

followers to gain the nor ina ion would ou e "much bitter

ness among his own party leaders nd throughout the country 

enerall y. • he f rmer epublioan )residen ial o ndid te 

oonten e the rres dent s too mart "poll 1o1an~ to try 
9 

for third-term no ination. ena or Burton eeler., emo-

ora.t fro out , speaking at Jackson Dy Dinner in Denver, 

Oolorado. s id oo evelt b 11eved in the no-th1rd-term-tr d-

ition and wo d ob erve it . eeler left the door open for 

a oosevelt oandi oy, however, whe he said that the Presi-
10 

dent ould "be o d1date only 1! A er1ca went into r . " 

The resident of the otherhood of Loco otive Fire en 

d 1ngine en, D •• obertson, shared e Kler's opinion th t 

the Presi ent beli ved in tradition. Deel ring tbat oosev lt 

! . ~ . , January 17 , 1940, 234. 

9. ew York Times, Janu ry $, 194o. 

10. ll!.a•, January 9, 1940. 
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would not run again, Robertson stated fu.rtller that 'Unwritten 

laws are sometimes more sacred to A ricans than those which 

are printed 1n our statute books . I am sure the President 
ll 

$ha.res that f eeling . w. 

T .o other labor leaders entered the picture at this 

point in the persons of John L. Lewis, bead of the United 

ine 1-Vorkers, and. Sydney Hillman,, leader of ·the O. I .o. .Mr . 

Lewi s , in a speech to his union . said he believed. th.at Roos

~vel t ould not run again . Should the Democratio 1~a.tional 

Convention be "coeroed or dragooned into . renominating b1m,u 

Lewis said, tt·I am convinced that ••• his candidacy would result 
12 

in ignominous defe t i " Sydney Ff 1lli11an, however, deolared for 

oosevelt and designated him as the lfa.blest man to keep Amer-
13 

ioa out. of war . " 

In the midst of all these npeeohes and opinions, a Gall

up Foll had been taken to determine the attitude of the people 

on the third- term issue . The results of tbe poll, published 

January 12 t showed that 46 pe:r,oent favored a third term where-
14 

as 54 percent opposed it . 

Continued s11pport fo r the third term came from Henry A. 

ll . 

12. 

13. 

1.4. 

Ibi d .; January 23. 194a. 

l bi d. , · January 25 , 194o. 
I 

Ibid., January 7 • 194o. 

Ibid. , January 26, 1940. 
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11 ce 1 

i cret"'r of gricult ro . In - ""ck o p eoh 

t D o1ne • Io , he xpres ed the hope that 00 evelt 

oul be th 0 i ee in 194-0. Cert inly , 11 llac 1 ' 
. •c rcum...,t nc m y develop in hich h1 reno in t ion ould 

be im er tive . • t thes circum t noes er to be , 11 oe 

d1 not ay . e .. or rhe ler .g in enter d he ~icture hen 

he spoke to the nitc · ine or'er . eler c lled upon 

oooevelt to eel r 1m lf one or the other. ltho h 

Sen tor eeler declared th reci ent s ain t bre kin 

t e tr~d1t 1 n , e 
15 

to run . 

id he oul C"!U rt h1 hould h choo e 

he co·ntrov r y continued un b te in Con re s durin 

eb u ry . p ech a by octor • ri ond lker , egro 

President of ilber.force niversi ty, o mentioned b Re -
r ent.t1v eene of Ohi o w en he g Ve hi SU ort to the 

t ird- ter . . o n • r • alko h d 1d the tl i rd te g 

a yth an h t th re ere ome ho ere trying to r. ' e a. 

t se is ue out of it . In the o in1on of alker , th ol e 
16 

quest i on hould be decided by the people. hi s e vi e. 

point 

hioh 

L 

expresae in 

as men i oned by 

e tor1al fro· the ost ------------
e pre enta 1ve Flahert of 

17 
a sachusetts . 

l.!?.!s.•, J nuary 9, 27 , l940. 

76th Cong. , 3rd aes . , 
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t1-t ird-term sentiment ,s ~xpr ed b e re ent-

tive off .an, R ublio from 41ohi ... , en he oiolled 

on the South •to hake off it 11nd adherence to a.rt 

l~bel and end the" Del reign of business oppression. " 

In order to do thi , Poffm 
18 

said, it ould be nece s y to 

pr vent hird term. 

h neo le on the ~eder l yroll cam in for their 

h re of bl~ e nd c itio1 m for up orting the third-te 

movement for oo evelt . Pointin~ out th t the Fed r l p -

roll had inorea ed enormotsly lnder the ew e 1, the 

Record- era.ld 1 con i aper, declared th t the 

third termites, 1 oat t an, re the la who are on 

the roll• direotl or indirectly . • A 150-year ld trad-

1t1on, the ,a er s id, me nt nothin · "between suoh friends 
19 

a the bo es d the a roll . 

pers continued th 1r rt in oanvaa 1n the pub-

110 for opinion d exnressione on thi burning ie ue. 'he 

re ide t • s son, ::.1lliott, a.s sk d by a reporter bethel' or 

not he resid nt ould run for third ter . He replied 

th the did n t know 'ut l the jobholders want him to . 
20 

p rson lly I think he houldn•t . u he next day Elliott 

cl imed heh d be n mi quoted and a 1d it• s a atter f or 

lS . Ilj>1d. Feb 

19 . ~ . , ebru ry 23, 1940, 937. 

20. le eoruary 9, 1 ~o. 



the Prec1dent to decide and that no member of the family 
21 

knew hor the President felt . 

During press conferences at the White House, manJ newa

paper reporters had been asking the Preaident ,about his in

tentions or plans concerning 194o, and hie possible third-

t e:rrn o nd1daoy. By now, the ques ti ns were bein~ e.sted too 

frequently ruid ere beginning to cause embarrassment to the 

President. In order to avoid further questioning, Roosevelt 

called press conference in which he g ye verbal spanking 

to those persona who had been the most persistent in their 

questioning. He made it known in no uncertain terms that 

when anything was to be said on the subject of a t bl.rd term , 

1 t would be at a time of bi.a own choosing. The reporters 

were warned that further questions on the subject were to be 

"strictly taboo• and would be considered •out of order. • 

Rooeevelt said the country was tired of listening to the sub

Jeot; it was silly to aat about it , and he would not be 
22 

hurried into an announcement. 

The reporters were not the only ones who.were calling 

on Roosevelt to break hie silence. Senator Johnson of Colo

rado dem nded that the President declare hls intentions. 

This attempt by the Senator was regarded as "futile• by 

Turner Catledge, a ashington obsener. Catledge gave an 

21. ls!d.. , februa.ry 10, l 4o. 

· 22. Jbld., February 6, 194o. 

/ 
,( 
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over-all summal:'J as to the op1n1ons held. by many of the 

D.emocratto Senators and Reprecentati ven concerning Roose

vel t• s ailenoe. Many of these Congressmen, Catledge de-

35 

olared, ba4 re hed the opinion that lfthe President snot 

yet Dk~d up b1a mind whether he will seek a third term. • 

Furthemore. C tledge sa1d, the opinion ot tbea.e gr·oups 

seemed to be that any final decision on the part of Rooae

velt ould rest on two ooneiderationa: "!iTst, his own 

opinion a.a to whether he can vin th election, and second, 

his r opes and beliefs oonc ::ming tha international situa.t-
2; . ' 

ion •••• • 

James Roosevelt, son of the Pre 1dent. did not 4d any

th1ng definite to the question oonoem1ng the Prem.dent • 

s1lenoe when he made a e •ob to the l)hiladelph1 group of 

B*n&i B' ri th, Je111 h organ.12ation. He could only ay that 

when the Presi dent did make his decision, he ould o so 

only "on the pr1no1plec h1eh have aotuated his service to 

hia country" and hether or not these principles could *beet 
21+ 

be oont1nued !n private life or in public oifice. • 

Rooee-velt. continued to ba silent on the issue. In the 

meantime, the possible Dmnoorat1c no. 1neea w re growing more 

apnrehens1ve. -ost of them we re af:ra1cl to say anything or 

oome out openly aa candidates for fear of offending their 

23. Ib1d. , February 22, 194o. 

24. Ibid. ,, February 23, 1940. 



leader or of being emb rrassed the elves . Even the Repub

lic n were unco fortable . They ere very desirous of kno 

ing who would be tbe De ocr t ic candidate in ovember so 

they could outline their strategy in dv nee . ccording to 

one anon mous observer, shrewd politician i n hington 

thought the President sea er for a third term and would 

back don only if his chances for reelection were not so 

good. They felt that Roosevelt ould wait until the l st· 

minute before ma ing his decision kno to the party nd to 

the at1on. In this way , the observers id, the Republic ns 

ncr y other potenti 1 candidate could be held b k nd 
25 

kept in constant st te of confusion. 

In the e nt1me, the question a to hether Roos velt 

should h-ve third term bee use of the international it-

u ti n oontinued to be discussed. Great emphasis s pl ced 

on the f act that Roosevelt s an ex erienoed man and th t 

h1s leadership wa needed badly--thus the supporters of the 

th rd term fr ed their ar ents . Of c our e, tho c wh> 

36 

op osed the third te did not endor e this rg ent nd they 

oalled on the people to prevent ny third term . 

Th effeot of the intern tional situation on Roosevelt ' s 

ch noes of renomination and reelectt n s dieoussed in an 

editorial 1n phere hioh otated th t 1f it n ere not for the 

25 . it president i al Poli tics Do inate the Legislative 
Si tuati n", Con1,ressional Digest , ( arch, 1911.o), 65-66. 



37 
foreign ituat1on, the chances r on er .ntly would be 

a in tn oo evelt ' nomi tion, or Nagain t hi eleot1 n if 
26 • 

no inated. 1• On the basis of this observation, the t hird-

ter 1 ue b eer e further identified with th inter tion l 

situation. 

In pr11, l94o, the gr ~ity of the international sit

uation w s increased further when Hitler invaded De ark 

nd o y. Once gain a orisi~ s to be utilized by th 

third-termers to stimulate sentient for the resident . The 

nlted St t es continued to be neutr·l , and this fact w s pre

s bly due to th , osevelt fore1gn policy. The st tement 

h d lready been m de that no m n could oomp re with Pre -

1dent Roosevelt ttat this crucial time in the orld'a h1stor 

in of r s experience, training, and full kno led e of 
27 

orld ff irs 1s concerneG. " Senator Lee o O laho pro-

ceeded to use th1 same arg ent hen he made speech in 
2g 

f vor of the third term. This. argument w s to be u·sed over 

nd over ag in by the Roosevelt sup orters. 

king cognizance o! these developing trends, rthur 

Krock, one of the le ding col nist 1n ashington, expre sed 

26 . 
17-18. 

27 . 

"""'ill He un .A.gain? , XXV , o. 2 ( Febr':1 ry, 1940) , 
I 

arch 29, 1940. tatement by 
Daniel J . j'.obin, 
of Teamsters. 

of the International Brot .erhood 

28 . 
LX XVI, 

Congress ional Record, Apnend1x, 76th Cong.,. Jrd ess., 
y 8, 1946, 2774. 
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his o inion as follo 

.hatever ay be the prevailin i preas1on 
outsid the Capi ta.l , the belief in ashing ton 
grew tronger this week th t rece t develop
ents (p nm rk nd o ii an pro pectl e 

one 111 bring a out the reno in tion of 
re 1 ent Roosevelt . 29 

ore 1inaide 1 infor t1on rear in the effect the 

intern tional 1tu tion might have on th thir ter c e 

fro rne t • Lindle, oorr ondent for t ashing ton 

Post . Lindley gave n ccount of a conver ation th th d 

up o edl t~ken pl cc bet een oosevelt d on ou 

rty st l 

trip to Pa. 

t before the re~1d n left on n in ection 

• ocording to Lindley, oosevel wa 

3 

if hew goi g to run for third t rm, to hie he re~lied, 

... o-- I • ot oin t run in. I • 
tt1ng tired . It ' s time for sor eone else 

to t e over thi job. Of course, .1:t' th 
· erman overrun ~ lnnd and hea in our 
direction I on• t desert the sip. But 
unle om thing like th t happen , I won ' t 
run a -1n. 30 

The invasion of the Lo Countries and Fr no • in y, 

l 4o, ore t d other cri is for the thir -te · sup ortera. 

ertain per on cons1 er d tbi ne cri 1 to be 1 port t 

eno ,.h to make Roosevelt subor int li regar for tr d-

1tion d run for third te • This opinion brought 

out wh n Sen~tor eeler departed from hi for er o inio 

29 . 

30. 
o . g ( 

e, York 1 es , A ril 21 , 194o. 

" . • J . . • ot o nn Ag . 
pril, 1940), 49 . 

\ 



39 
t hat Roosevelt would not run. Because of the developments 

1n the . war, 1Th.eeler said that Roosevelt would rW'l and would 

be nominated . Alf Landon said too that Roosevelt would be a 

candidate because of the new orisia; but he made the pred1ct-

1 on that the President would be defeated on the t'hlrd- term 
31 

issue. In the meantime, William G. McAdoo , Secretary of i he 

Treasury under President Wilson and a prominent figure in 

California politics , had made an address i n San Francisco i n 

which he said, .,The time ha.snow arrived when this tradit i on 

i hird tezi] must d1sappea~ before the orucial onrush of 
J2 

another deep and incalculable European convulsion. • 

In Pennsylvania, Senator Guffey was busy oa.mpaigning for 

r eelection. His pol1t1oal star had been hitobed to the Roos

evelt w gon tor some time , and he realized that the reelection 

of the President would mean a seat in the Senate tor him. 

Guffey, therefore, made a hasty observation of the internat

ional eoene and remarked that •a deadly and devastating 11'&1'" 

gripped Europe and threatened. to Mapread to our hemi sphere. • 

On t he basis of this , the Senator said that the country needed 
33 

a Btrong man to lead it 1n the emergency. 

31. New York Times , May 24, 29 , 191K>. 

32. Congressional Reoord~Jppend1x, 76th Cong., 3rd 
sess., LXXiVi, iay 14, i94o, 2~ • 

33. Josenh F. Guffey. 11 F. D. R. Must Run Again", Current 
Historz, LI, No. 11 (July, 1940), 20. 



4o 
ile the publ1o leaders,writers, analysts, · 

Congressmen were expre sing their opinions on a third term, 

o~ Roosevelt •a sllenoe, and of the influence ·of international 

events, several survey of public opinion were being oonduot

ed. A cumulative survey eonduoted by the Gallup Institute of 

Public Opinion:;4 rele sed in Feb~u.arr, 194o, produced the foll

owing results: 

ould He in? 

An interpretation of these figures ehows that the low point 

was reached du:r1ng the summer o! 1939, before the war had 

started in Europe. Support of Roosevelt increased in ov

embe~, 1939, because of the growing concern over the war 

that developed after September. It remained a. guess as.to 

at Bitler would do next . The period of the •phony w .r" 

in the West par lleled the drop in opinion from ov ber to 

February on tbe question of whether or not the President 

would run again. ore people, however. believed he would 

win at the latter date, even though they did not believe he 

would run. The lack of any other Democratic opponents and 

Roosevelt's confident manner of handling the uropean war 

crisis had their effect on the people. As a result, more 

people thought he would and could win a third-term raoe . 

34. ew York Times , February 18. l94o. 
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Another G llup Poll, released in June. showed that 57 

percent of the people ere in favor of Roosevelt should he rWl 

a 1n, hereas 43 percent were oppose to a t hird-term cand1-
35 

d oy. his poll bad been taken shortly before the fall of 

rranoe while the military and 1nternat1on l situat i on was go

in from bad to worse as far as the Allies were concerned. 

for this reason, these figures portray ore courately the re

aotion to the invasion of the Scandinavian Countries an the 

troubled s1tuat1on which burst into further aot1on when Germ

any invaded the Low Countries an Franoe. · 

On the eve of the Demoor tic oonvention , another Gallup 

Poll indicated that 92 percent of the rank and file of De 0-

36 
o ts were for a third term. en e consider that during 

June, Hitler bad crushed the Lo Countries and Fr nee nd 

stood on the threshold of England, e o more readily interp

ret these figures as well as those of a Forty.pf SurYey of the 

e d te. ts survey indio ted th t 49.1 percent of the 

people would vote for Roosevelt hould he run ag in; 31. 4 per

cent said they would be ag inst the resident . Those people 

who a id they • didn• t kno_.. • ether or not they would vote for 

Roosevelt fo:r third term ade up ll.2 peroe t of the total 

figures; 2. 1 percent would not answer, and 6.3 percent aid 

35. Ibid. , June 5, 194-0. 
36. o. 3 (JUly 15, 1940), l}-14. 



37 
the wold not vote. 

ublic opinion ong certain group nd classes of 

p ople wa e sure lso by the G llup oll ncl a ....................... 

Ul"V • The Gallup oll, ta n ong m ber of v 1ous 

l bor union, 1nd1e ted that 59 percent of those int r ie d 
JS 

e e for a third te ; 41 percent opposed it • . he laboring 

a h d benefited 1 men ely fro the oo evelt a ini tr t

ion and h no thought of killing th goose that had 1 1 

the golden egg. The ..................... ur ey, oonduoted in ya ong 
39 

the v rious economic ol aes , produced he followin results: 

oor otal 

33. l 29,5 20, 2 28.; 

JT. Fortune, XXI ~ o. l (JUly, 94o, unplemen ) . 

38. e Tort Ti s, F oru ry 2, 194o. 

39. ortune, I I, No. 5 ( Y, 194o}, 77. 



Beginning e tr in the Je and continuing until the 

third-term issue was decided 1n ovember. 194o, theory of 

diet torsh1p nd totalit 1a.n.1s w hurled t Roosevelt d 

at those ho sup o~ted a third term. So eti ee the oh rge 

oame from people who were sincere in their belief t t 

third te would br1ng a d1cttator :!orm of gol'ernment to the 

United States. ore often, however, it was used s a polit

ical battle cry beoauee of the parallel observation that 

could be made regarding the major gOTernments of Europe. 

- The fact that a · third term would break one of our oldeat 

..--traditions was another talking point in favor of those w 

opposed it. nother point ent1one often by the op sition 

was that o the power o! political p tronage and pressure 

which twelve years 1n office would bring \o the Preeideno7. 

~ he Republlo leader a.nd possible Presidential nominee, 

frank Gannett, n.s one o~ the first to say that should the 

President run d be elected in 194-0, totalitarianism would . 4o 
supplant democracy in this country. Thia same idea had been 

e%p~ ased by e reaentative Mundt of South Dakota when be 

pointed out that reelection for h1rd term would pave the 

way for fourth and fifth term should y erson scribe 

to continuous power . •It was by this same gradual drift ~ 

from centralized politic l po r to perso l 1zed pol1t1oal 

power•. Mundt said, •that usaol1n1, Hitler, and Stalin were 

4o. Hew Tort Times, Maroh 24, 1940. 



gq:-adually transformed from 
41 

ta.tors of their at- tes . a 

/ 4q. 
leaders of their parties to/~ 

A forme:e membe~ of the New l'Je ·il reform group, Raymond 

~ oley, presented a con.vineing argument against a third tem 

f ox any President by citing the possible threat of d1ctato:r

ahip or the rise of a "vast system of patronage11 whiob would. 

resul. t from a third term. Moley pointed out that the third

term trad1tlon had been unsuccessfully challenged by other 

men. In his opinion, a oa st1ng aside of the tradl ,tion .ould 

l~ad to a subtle dictatorship on A er1can lines through ex

clusion of dissenters from adm1n1s,tra ti.ve offices and the 

u e of a vast system ot patronage by the party in power as 

a 'whip" to oompel strict pa%'tJ loyal t y. Referrtn.g t.o Roos

evelt .speoiflcallJ, Moley said that he had been dominant aad 

btid not relinquished any power onoe held or granted to him 

by Congress .. There was no such thing as an indispensable 
42 

man, ~oley deola.red. 

Should President Roosevelt win a third-term victory, 

democratic principles of self- government would disappear,. 

perhaps never to rise a.gain to theU form.el" level. 1:bis 

pessimistic outlook on the .future was foreoast by Represent.-

1'-1 . ..,sslinf Rw9-,• A)pendi.x, 76th Gong., . J:rd 
eess.. • LXX. • arc ,, f ,, 12~ • . . 

ll-2 . •The Principle of the Thing", Nttweeet" n, No. .12 
(Maron 1!1 1940} 1 6S. 



45 
t1ve undt ho, ono before·, ha.d xpre ed fear th t dic ·t t-

or 1o would oo e to the Unit d t e houl ooa velt be 

el ot in 1 "ovember. de the st te ent th t 

fre quently natlon·. once h ving given u the 
right to overn 1 eel.t and ah 1g 1 t l aders 
1n ord rly uooe ion, never ag in ascend to 
the bi h degree of fre d and liberty which 
it onoe enjoyed. 43 

Tbe P:re•1den1i did not 1ve his oon.seni to nor did be re

eot the ppe l hat e be Qiven four 1ore ye r in of 1c b -

o u ot the pre 1 intern tton 1 it tio the ne 

for bis ex~ rlenoed leader hlp . e gr at ileno of the 

hite Hou e continued unbrok n. In o er to h Y 

good 

by the 

nt for th third te , n w moY · nt 

up orters of the President . 14 

er 

th 

oo evelt• OT nt, th purpose of w oh 

the public that o evelt uld h e to run, 

t o per-

88 

of hi personal preferences. bia mov t s to produce an 

v rwh l 1ng popul r e and for h1 oont1nu d le er hi p in 

e ling th the int rnational sit tio and in the con\in-

uin ot the h it 

to thi •d ft• o emen 

t is countr ould be lo 

wb e:r he 1 ht , and h 

eriod s the people ight d 

of h ew e 1. ven in-

r ent t the people of 

too oose th ir re ident, 

hould erv for s long 

d. urely, the rg en 



w nt, in ·he present crisis the people woul not nt an 

experience resident suoh s e y or 1llk1e would be, 

hould ~hey b 0 i ed and electe . 

ne of the first Congressmen to present this new arg

nt s epresentati e atrict ho sai hews in vor or 
letti th people dec1 e the third-te issue for the elves. 

trick t ted further 

1 t see s to ll e a ra.th r interesting proposition 
ih t since this 1 e oc oy, and since the 
third-term question is not covere by a law, ••• 
we may just let the folks decide •••• There are 
two things by which they y decide . irst. if 
the man who is presentlJ t the head of the d-
inistration chooses to run •••• seoond, if the 

general run of the folk ••• ant to vote hi 
in •••• 44 

few days after atriok made his s tate ent. Senator 

Cl ude Pepoer of Florida made a speech at iddletown, Ken

tuc yin hioh he a.id, "The American people got whai they 

demanded in 1 r kl1n D. Roosevel . or his reason, Pepper 

s id, hep opl of the ,ation 

nd ~ran y: 1 e will not g1T 

ere o lling roa" ve~ nook 
45 . 

up oose eli . •.i 

oon fter Hitler•s inv sion of the So i nav1 Count-

rtes in April• the movement to dr t~ oosevelt pioked up 

ore peed. ore emphasi s we.a to be placed on the f a ·t that 

44. 76th Cong., 3rd seas . , \ Ill 
Jlarch 5, 

e 
45 • ._..,~~~~~~"""'f':iinr,~ Appendix, 

•• L 16~-.52. 
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the President would have to run whether he liked it or not . 

Tying in the or1s1s with the possi le selection of Dewey as 

the Republic n Prea1dent1al nominee, one Washington oolumn-

1.st said: 

Kore and more there 1s heard the t draft • 
propag nda that, if Jlr. Dewey 1s to be the 
Republican nominee, it 11 be r . Roosevelt's 
inescapable duty to run again to preserve the 
nation from inexperience a.nd a Chinese 11 
foreign polic7. 46 
In a stinging i-ebuke to those "gentlemen who e so 

opposed to a third term•, Representative Ford, Democrat fro 

0 11forn1a, upheld the right of the people to make a choice 

•1n this important matter• . 1 Is lt just barely po ssible•, 

Ford _as~ed, that 

these gentlemen fear, d with good reason. 
that the great majority of our people love, 
%'eepeot, and haYe suoh complete confidence 
1n franklin D. Roosevelt that they will r~ 
elect hi ? 47 

Gradually, but urelJ, the •draft" movement was gaining im

petus through a constant appeal to the p ople. 

Bee use of the continued silence of the President, the 

impression was to be built up before the c ountry that the 

uppermoet question in the minds of the people was whether he 

oould be persuaded to run, to make a personals orifice, and 

46. Article in the •• Y9rk T1mee. April 21, 1940; 
written by Arthur Krock. 

47 . . Congressional Record, A~~endiX, 76th C.ong. , Jrd 
seas ., LXXXVI, April ii. 1946, 20 • 



"ag assume the a ul respons1bllity of being President for 
14a 

four ore years. • Secretary of Interior Iokes continued to 

camp ign in support of this argument a.nd to uphold the right 

of the people to choose "a leadership which they desire" or 

t "discontinue leadership which they spurn. • calling 

attention to the f act that the rights of the people cons

tituted the "essence ot demooracy" , Iokes o ht to allay 
49 

tears of y trend to•ards diot torsh1p~ In the me t 1 e, 

while totes waa bu1ld1 up the rights of the p ople , sen

ator Josh Lee of ·otla.bom e c lling for a third term for 

the resident and aying •we should not deDJ ours · v e of 

his ~ooaevelt•il leadership simply because heh ad eight 

er experienoe.• In the opinion of Senator Lee• "the 

~u stion of third term" d ndled into ins1gn1r1oan.oe when 

oo p red with the 1mpartance of extending the great humani

tarian prog m of osevelt . ~ 

Another demon tratlon !or the "dr t" w s made wben 

1111am o. oAdoo, speaking in S l'ranoisoo, deel . d that 

the eopl had the right to make RooseYelt a.candidate 
' 

1 ether he seeks the otftoe or not •••• • McAdoo st~ted 

!•• Jort Tiaea, 

\ 



further th t 

As a dignified, patr1ot10 , and high-minded 
gentleman he }lhe Preaidenl) naturally shrinks 
from aeeting the office again. But that does 
not disqualify him from accepting a nomination 
••• and, as a dignifi ed, patriotic , high-minded 
gentleman! he could not refuse to accept the 
call of h s party to sene the American people 
for another four yeara . 51 

49 

Not all the •draft• movement consisted of speeches and 

articles written for _the oonsumpt1on of the people. In June 

the use of cha.in letters was introduced. into the effort to 

arouse publlo demand for a third term for Roosevelt . These 

' letters were sent to prominent men in different cities and 

towns'of the country and were to fotm the nucleus of a vast 

popular demonstr ation of aent1men\ for President Roosevelt . 
52 

A sample of these letter• la shown below: 

RALLY AROU ROOSEVELT 

Dear S1r: 

DBUEL BUILDI 0 
I DEP DE CE SQUA 
Philadelphia• Pa •. 
Kay 31, 194o 

Tou haye been suggested to me as a chairman for 
your neighborhood of the Rally Round RooseYelt move
ment . 

ill you appoint a1x friends of your ·community• 

51. ·1bid. ,, Jlay 14~ 194o, 291'-6. 

52. l b1d., June 6. 191'o , 3633. 



inite them to your house, and eaoh t4 you write 
to Fra.nklln D. Roosevelt• the lb.tie Bouse, waah
iagton, D.o., and ask him to run again for the 
Pres1denoy •••• r 

When the lettera ha.Ye been written! tell each 
membes- of your oollllittee to aat two :Cr end• to 
wri.te • . Th.ff can. be men, woaen, or ohlld.r.._ be
eau.se »r. B.oo1evelt le the President of us all. 

We nee4 hilll. We lleed hie leaders~. We 
know he baa never fa1le4 in h1a duty that he 
la the man to oury us through the difficult four 
Je&r• allead. But we auat tell hill. 

l1llloaa of letters from ua will show the 
po11tio1aa.a the 118.D 4aerloa waate for President • 

. non•t bother to replJ to me. Use your paper 
and postage to wr1te the President. That•e the 
important thing. 

Sincerely yours; 

/s/ .blthon7 G. lea.rJ 

/t/ ANTHOHT G. NEARY 

As the time tor the Demooratic Kational Convention 

50 

drew nearer, la.st-mlnute argument• were belng made for 

reasons why the President should be 'dratted•. Karor Kelly 

of Ohle-a.go said that no great Amerloan could refuse the nom

ination,, 1 pa~t1oularlJ at this time.• ltellJ oontonded that 
' 

if tbe President consulted his own desires he mlgh:l not run, 

but •th1s 1s not the tlme•, he said• •tor Ame%'loalls to consult 

their personal 11kes or dislikes. fraDkl.ln Roosevelt rill 
53 

oonttnue to se1'1'e the people." A a1m11.ar t,Xpressioa wae 

•ade bf Representative Sm1th of Washington when be ~oloed 
t; 

,he hoPtt that RooseYel\ would •heed th• ca..11 of h1a \ ~ou.atr,-
\ 
\ 

aen ••• and oont1nu.e his able and 1nap1~ed le&derab.1p o~\om 
I\ 

\'~ 
\ 

53. lew York T\•t!, July 11, 194o. 

\ 
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51 
domestic and foreign affairs •••• " Roosevelt could perfor 

these t asks, . m1th said, "better nd more suoce sfully than 
54 

ny other an living in America today . • 

The •experience• nd Minsn1red \eaderahip• of Roosevelt 

waa exploited gin a mean of upport for he "dr ft" 

movement when enator Guffey said, •01rcumstanoe have arisen 

wh1oh m ke it impossible for Fr nkl1n • Roosevelt to lay 

do his burden. " Guffey s referring to the recent inv a-

ion of the Low Countries nd France. oreover, Guffey s 1, 

Roosevelt. in reality, would only be erving •his first rel 

te of office" if elected in l94o, since the two previou 

ones had been "torn apart by court decisions or e aeculat d 

by elfish interests~ hob d "stabbed t h1 fro behind h1s 
55 

b ck. 11 

uVidently so e of the ·supoorters of the uaraft• move

ment had e.xp~ease doubt as to whether the President ould 

aon ent to such "dr ft•. inoe heh d not made any public 

statemeni on them tter. It would be quite disappointment 

to these person should the President refuse such a candi da.oy. 

A refusal ould invalidate all their arguments for the 1nd1s

pen ability of and the popular demand for Roosevelt. It mu.st 

have been 1th s1gh o! relief th t they read a .statement by 

54. 76th Cong • • 3rd sesa.\ LXXXVI, 
July 11~ 

55. Joseph F. Guffey• op. oit. 



52 J 

J es erty, correspondent of the ew York Times, 1n which 

he aid th t rty leaders in Chio gob d reoeiYed information 

from ew De 1 supporters in hington that Roosevelt would 
56 

oon ent to being "dr fted" for a third term. 

In June, h11 the drive tow ft Roosevelt bee use of 

hi •ex erienoe" e an "1nd1speneablew leader gained momentum . 

the e ublioan held their ation l Convention in Philadelphia. 

Goy :rnor rold t ssen of innesota delivered the keynote 

eeoh in which he char oterized the third-term drive as an 

obvious effort to break down one of our bulw ks of frecdo . fl, 

Th1s drive, Stassen said, had de troyed st tesmanship and had 
57 

oaused the adm1n1str tion tone lect the .elf re of the people. 

fter hearing the keynote speech, the delegates to the 

oonvention went to work on the task of nominating a standard

bearer for 194o. They had their choice of several oontendera, 

n ely, Thoms E. Dewey of · ew York, Senator Arthur V denburg 

of 1oh1gan, Fr nk G nnett of 1nnesota, Herbert Hoover of 

California, and endell 111t1e, also of ew York. 

In the earlJ balloting, Dewey had a strong lead whioh 

dlminiehed steadily until at last he lagged far behind. In 

the closing houra of the balloting, endell 1llk1e, the •dark 

horse o~ the convention, forged to the front and captured the 

nomination by what seemed to be a popular demand on the part 

56. iew York Times, July 12, 1940. 

57 . Ibid., June 25, 194o. 



of the d legate . 111 te• d- e ern ck ro d, his 

iberal vi o ocic.J .. l d co om1o proble •, d his tt-

1 tude on for 1g policy, which par llele to a large d ee 

th of oo 

re l1z t 

lt, had o used t epubllo el tea to 
. 

he ould be th beet m :Ya1lable to run 

int any D moorat1c o did tei even oosevelt himself . 

In d 1t1 n to 1 the point, 1llkle had he good !or 

not to h 1" 

1tmente. 

1 pre iou jor politic conn ctio s or c 

h epubl1o ns nomin t d en tor a.ary of regon aa 

their loe- ree1dent1&l o nd1dat nd ·h n djou:rne tog t 

ready for the oo 1 c mpaign. the:, would. have to 

oppose 1n the oom1 g onths • a not known. ef1nitelJ; thy 

w,ould h Y to wa.1 t unt11 July to ee whe her the ocr ts 

woul 8UOee d in no 1 ting oosevelt for at 1r term or re-

u e bi for ao eone els . 

In July. when he ooratlo t1 on l Oonvent1 n con-

y ed., it a still a uestian to wh th r or not oo 

evelt woul be o di te. In of, r s pl d.eleg tea 

wee oonc med, aeTel had aJor1t h ld he choose o 

au it hie o ndid Y• oan'Ya s ot fut\ll"e delegate• to t~ 

tn J e , r Tealed th t out of a tot 

of 1094 delegates. 707! were pledged to the 
58 

eaident . 

thee e of the 001l't'eni1on ooa velt th upport oft e 
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54 

delega ea from twenty even ta.tea . oon. ho ever, speoulat-

ion re rding th resiuent•s intentions oul bet nslated 

into the faot :that he ould run . 

At this time, events oocurre indicating further that 

Roosevelt would be a o did.ate for he no ination. 1rat , 

enator J es Byrnes of outh arolin and rry opkins, 

eoret ry of Com erce, rr1ve i Chic go, the 1t e of t e 

convention, and I ispel le y rem .. t of doubt t a the 

resident ould run ag in. Byrnes '1 s to be the floor 1 ader 

of th .thir -te drive and ha e th fi l yon t ctios 
60 

wile Hopkins as to aot s 11 ioon o f1oer 1th ash1ngton . 

he secon event oo-ourred when e e two e tried, ithout 

. auooes , to persua e Garner, rley, d heelvr to thdr :w 

·th i can 1 oles and ole r th a.y for unanimous ft f 
61 

ose elt . 

1 st the e lopments, be convention opened 1th 

en t ·or Barkley giving the keynot speech, during the oourse 

of which e sai th~t oosevelt had el ye his deo1s1on s 

o whether or not h w uld be a o~n date until the con ent

ion ba been ermanently or anl.zed. Barkley then read a.. ess

age ro Roo evelt in hiob he rele sed ll elegatee who r 

59 . X , o. 3 (July 15, 194-0), 60. 

60. N9w York 1mes , July 13, 194o. 

61 . Ibid. , July 14• 191.J.o . 
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pledged to him and told the1n to choose anyone t hey desired. 

The reading of this rees8age as to be the sign~l for a huge 

demonstration f or Roosevelt by those who were b~oking the 

u dr f tlf ;_ ovement . Thi s demonstrat i on -i'i<ls to be ao spontan

eous and. overwhelming as to f oroe the w1 tbdrawal of all other 

candi dates and to result in a unanimous nomination of Roos-
62 

evelt . 

The demonst r at ion proceeded a.ooording to schedule, and 

· whenever it showed a tendenc y to lag, someone like Senator 

Truman of ''1~sour1 would buTry t~ the main miorophone and 

yell "the oountry ,rdllts noosevelt l "' In the meantime, tom 

Garry, Superintendent of ·sewers for the city of Chioago., down 

in the basement of the building vri th a microphone. poured out 

stentorian exhortations foT Roosevelt . In the faoe of this 

demonstration, ·Farley, Garner, Wheeler, and Mclut't withdrew 

t heir oa.ndidaoiea, after which the demonstration subsided 

somewhat . '\In e.ccordanoe w1 tb the plan, Roosevelt was nomin-
63 

ated on the first b llot ., 

The oonvent 1on then turned its attention to the nomin

a tion of a rwming mate for Roosevelt . Garner,, Farley, and 

i~cr:ut t were tbe leading oontenders for this position, but the 

Preo1dent had let 1 t be known that unless Henry alla.ce as 

selected• he would not acoept the 1 draft 11 • After a b1tter 

62. 

6-3. 

lb14., July 17, 1940, 
' ' 

Loe. cit. 
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session, the delegates acceded to the wishes of their "be-
64 

loved leader" by nom1n ting r . 11 ce. 

he finale of the convention c eon the ni ght of 

July 19, at ich tie the delegates at 1n hushed silence 

in the Chicago Stadium and 11 tened to the resident a e 

his cceptanoe speech. Speaking from eh1ngton--he waa *too 

busy• with world affairs to le ve his •post of duty•--the 

President said: 

It is w1 th a very full heart that I speak 
tonight ••• I f ind myself ••• 1n a conflict be
tween deep personal desire for retirement ••• 
and that quiet, invisible thing called oon-
cience •••• 

en in 1936 I was chosen fo a second 
time· by the voters as resident, it was my 
firm intention to turn over the responsibility 
of government to other hands at the end of my 
term. 

en the conflict first broke out last 
September it was still my intention to an
nounoe olearl and simply at an early date 
that under no conditions would I aooept re
election. 

It soon became evident, however, that 
such a public statement on my part would be 
un se from the p)int of view of sheer pub
lic duty . As resident of the United States 
it as y clear duty, with the aid of Cong
ress , to preserve our neutrality, to shape 
our program of defense to eet rapid changes, 
to keep our domeatic affairs adjusted to 
shifting world conditions and to aust in tpe 
policy of the good neighbor. 

It e alao my obvious duty to maintain 
to the utmost tl,e influence of this mighty 
nation in an effort to prevent the spread of 
war and to sustain by all legal means those 
governments threatened by other governments 

64. ew York Times , July 1g, 1914,o. 



•hlo~ had rejeoted ,he pr1no1ple of emoc 07. 
er day that passed oalled for the post- ·· 

pone en of peraonal plans and p rtisan ebate · 
until tbe latest poa lb e ent. The. al 
condl 1one under which I woul have made publio 
d olu t1on of 1 en nal tree re wholly 
gone. And eo th1nk1 olely of th~ national 
ood• and of he 1nterna.tion scene, I c e o 

the reluctant conolusion that uoh decla tlon 
aho ld no be ade before tbe tional Convent
ion • 

••• n o 11 of arty one ould prevail u 
on met aooept -election to th Pre 1denoy. 
he re 1 decl ion ob d in these olro 
tanoe 1 not the aoceptanoe of the no lnat1o 

but rather an ult1 ate wt.111 nes to se e if 
ohoaen by th elector te of the United t tes. 

L 1ng e, as I ha on y n1 bt I 
ve eked y elf wh ther 1 have the r1 ht, as 

Co der-1n-Ch1ef of the 1 and Nay, to 
call on en and wome to eene their country or 
to r n the selve to erv, d a th s e 
t1tne decline to sene 1 country in 1 personal 
capacity, 1f I am called upon to do so by the 

ople of r country. 
In the f ca of public dan er all those who 

can e of sen1ce to the epubl1c baYe no cho1oe 
ut to offer the elYea tor service in those 

op oitlee for which they may be fitted. 
Only the p ople the selYea o d:r ta 

re !dent. 65 

57 

e t hird-te nomination of rcsi nt Roosevelt red 

the nd of a long period of uees1 an s ccul tion on the 

rt of oor t nd Republioans alike. The dri e to bring 

bout t 1s n 1n tion by h . De oor ts ha bee th oonspio

uo a omeat1o issue in the Unite st· e~ since e ly 1n he 

r . ltho h the third-te driv ~ o estio i e , 1, 

I, o. 20 {A st l, 



. / 
drew its force from the international scene . In a period of 

tie dur1n whioh five Eurooean countries had been oonquere 

by Ger any, e oh ne crisis ha bee used by the third-ter -

ere to gain dditional supp0rt . Roosevelt • s experience and 

leadership in times like these. the third-termers said, was 

needed by the country, even to ihe extent of dr fting the 

President against hie wlshea. 

Therefore• along with the argu ents of experience and 

qualified leadership, the "dr t Roosevelt" ovement took on 

increasing em basis and oulminated ·in _the desired result, in 

anticipation of which, and in order to counter some of the 

third-term argunents, the Republicans had nominated en ell 

illkie as their candidate . In July, with the nominati n of 

Roosevelt, the stage was set for the campaign of the next 

few months. 



OH PTER IV 

As the 194o campaign began,, following the nomination ot 

Pres,ident Roosevelt• the third-term 1 ssue became subordinated 

somewhat to the foreign and omest1o issues then prominent. 

namely, the lencl-lea.se program and the : roposed oonecription 

bill. Willkie started hls oampaJ.gn by castigating th~ ew 

Deal and its economic polioies forgetting,. for the moment,. 

anr a r gument against the third term or the so-called. trend 

towards dictatorship. The Republican oandidate called tor a 

reduction in governmental expenditures and the huge Treasury 

def 1o1t, but he seemed to fa,v.or the social reforms o:f tbe 

Ne,r Deal insofar as old,-age pensions and sooi l seourity oro

gra.m.s were concerned. On the issue of foreign policy, 1lltie 

con.our red in the bl'oad outlines of tbe Roosevelt po11oy _. He 

favored the giving of aid to the Allies but oalled for a. more 

cautious policy in regard to the outright name-calling pro

gram ot the administration. There was no doubt but that he 

wae: pro-Ally. Only ooca.aionally did he speak out ag inst the 

third term; Roosevelt did not mention it at all . 

On the domeatio front, t,he oonsoriptlon bill oconpied 

much attention during the early months of the campaign and 

caused some transfer of pol1tioal debate fro ~ the third-term 

i ssue . In the meantime, .c.uropean affairs continued to she.re 
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the 1nternat1on spotlight . ngland buttressed h- rself 

~a1nst German 1n sion, and uosi d Germany jockeye 

for po 1 tion 1n Oont1nental o·~e . 

ihe lesser lights of both major part1 s. however; long 

with the ne papermen, polit1c ~1 n ly t and other publio 

figure ept the third-terro is ue live by their writi sand 

eeohes . Although de tined not to be deciding f otor in 

the forthcoming election, thi i sue continued to ere te dis-

cu ion d deb te hen it s mentione . he 00untxy knew 

oosevelt h d not been "draft ed; his .ocept noe sp ech had 
1 

· proved the 'draft to be fallacy . he fact that the res-

ident bad foroed he c onvention into no i . ting his choice 

for a running m e tended to re ova still further J doubt 

f ro the ind of many people reg· rd1ng his real intentions. 

y olitioal pressure and tactics , the reside th actually 

oonvinoed himself and his party th the 
2 

s b I ind1spensableK 

man . he idea of third- term at oon degener ted into a 

myth . 

eao ions to the co lis ents of he ocr tic con-

vention w snot long in oo ing. h an 1-third-t rmers an 

anti- ooseveltians ated no time in ca tigatin the i 

and f .o ts that had been a opted a Chicago. 

X I, 
l . aymond oley 'Po erJ the 

o . 5 {July 29, 940), 50. 

2. ditorial i th 

re t 

d just as 

s 
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quickly, the pro-th1rd- ter ere were their critics; in 

f ot, so e of them struck . the fir t blow. 

In n effort to keep don the criticism that the third-

ter no 1 ation had b en dictated by osevelt , one opserver 

use the pre-no in tion ar gument of Ko1rc stances" hen he 

dmitted that th no ination had bean ictate, but not by 

oo evelt . Ciroumstances , mainly the successes of Hitler, 

the observer · idj had "called for a continu t1on of the 

oo evelt re 1 e . w 

Congressional opinion a ainst the nomination ranged all 

the way from outright accusations of dictatorship to oh rgea 

that the resident h used the po ers of his offioe on the 

deleg tes to force h1s no inat1on on an un 1lling conv u ion. 

Represent tive chafer of 
4 

1sco sin called the resident a 

dictator on hors back~ . Represent t1v oo ruff of iohigan 

designated the third-te no in t1on a ~bold and insolent 

threat to free govern ent and the 111 of ~ights . " ,oodruff 

recalled the fact that in his aooe ta.nae speeo, oosev lt 

had expressed person l desire to retire to priv te life. 

He wishe h1 success in these ords: 

ny J, inasmuch s th hole emp sis no 

3. Robert Ben iner, "It H to be oosevelt', 
The lat1on, CLI (July 27, l94o), 66. 

4. Covfressional Recor, ~endix, 76th Co · ., 3rd 
eaa., LX XV, July 29, 1946, ~o • 



will be l d ••• on the gre t sacrifice that 
Mr~ Roosevelt ill undergo to serve bis ation 
a third term, the gr titude of the ationl it 
is to be hoped, will be such, and i ts des re 
to spare him further trials and tribulations 
will be such, that in spite of hi willingness 
to submit himself to the rigors of further 
ubl1c service, the people will ~tire him to 

th t pe oe ~ privacy for .hioh es ys he so 
yearns. 5 

62 

Another Congressm 
' 

epr ... e tat1ve oh of Pennsylvania, 

s id that the r ea on the thir -term nomination had taken pl ace 

w due to Roosevelt• s po er over thi Congres to control the 

allooat1ons of ederal money and the politic l existence of 
6 

m ny of t he Congressmen. epresent ,t1v en.kins o! Ohio a 

equ lly c ertain that the third-te no in tion e the result 

of •a ell-planned nd well-executed politic 0 p gn" 
7 

brought about by the use of public funs d rt pa.trona.ge. 

In .the Senate, Rush • Holt of t irgini sa i , 'h1a 

d ft has been so phony tb t anybody who woul consider 1 t 
g 

seriously would be ubJeot to further ucation. " 

Representative rose, Repu lican f.rom Penn l"f nia, con

tended that the third-te rm idea snot ttnew th the Prea-

ident and not c used by recent n t1o 1 and international 

developments." Gross tr ced the origin of the ide from th 

5. tb1d., July 25, 1940, ~552-59. 
6. Co~ressional eoord, 76th Cong. , 3rd sess . , L VI . 

July 25, !9 , 9632. 
u t · l 2 , 1940, 10201 . 

ee , July 1$, l 4o • ........................... ---
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1936 De ooratio convention here, t oosevelt's insistence , 

the oonvention had abolished the rule hereby any oandidate 

for the Presidential nomin ti ,n ould h ~e to have 2/3 of the 
9 

votes of the elegate in orde·r to be nomin ted. Further 

evidence th t the hird-term move ent was not ne or on-

taneou movement was pre ented by enator Bridges, epublio n 

from ·ew Hampshire , en. he cited a letter th t had been sent 

in 1937 to va~1ous Dem-er tic St te Chai en, 1hese letters , 

prepared by one Joseph Leib, oosevelt booster in 193 32, 

had made inquiry of the chairmen cone rning a third term for 
' , 

the re ident. The chairmen w re also to ascertain the 

people's opinion on thi 
10 

Leib . 

• question and submit a report to r . 

Congressional supporters oft third term awe red 

their op onents and invariably failed to ention the third 

term or, if they did mention lt, fa1led to 1ve any~ ph sis 

to it as single 1 sue. Usually, friend of the third term 

based their argument on foreign olicy, sooi 1 refor , ex

peri ence, or 1nd1spensab111ty. '"'enr tor 'cKellar , De, oorat 

from Tennessee, follo d this line of arg ent when hes id 

be would vote for oosevelt bee use the Pres1 ent as, in bis 

opinion, the bet equipped ad 1ost c able le der for the 

9. 
sees . , L 

lO. I bid. ·, 5112. 

Stend1x , 76th Cong., 3rd 
02. 



present crisis . omestic olicie, prese:rv tion of pe ce• 

and the cause of h n tar1· nism re 11 items, o ell r 

s id, h1ch oould be ha.ndled only by a great le der uoh as 

oosevelt . J es • arnee, epr sent 1ve fro Ill1no1 , 

sho d hi concurre oe 1n this vie point h n he requested 

pe i saion to h ve priited in the p.enuix n t1ole ent1tl d 

bird Te antsy", nd itten by Hamilton rea y . he 

third erm, id, as only fantasy, a "politio l 

hobgoblin used a ainst a particul r an at a p rticular om-
11 

ent in our history . " 

t th sBJne time th t Congressmen ere giving their re

ctions to the 1•draft" no in tion of oosevelt , riters, 

various neap per, and other p blicat1ons ere lso ta~ing 

ide on th question . In an rticl ritten !or the §Y York 

1mes 1 H •• Com ger, Profe sor of istory t Columbi Uni

rsity, aiu then tion ould .survive, re rdless of the out-

come of the c either t e retention or bre k1 of 

the th1rd-te tradition, Co s 1 , ?.ould des roy demo-

cra.cy . ither posoib111ty, hes id, uld er-ely r ister the 

will of the peo~Jle-- bether they nted new progr o 

hetber ooaevelt would be permitted o c rry out hi resent 

pro gr • hat ird-G rm nomin tion, in Com ge~• op·n1on , 

8 
12 

n ex rea3ion of democracy t ork. 

11. 1 bid • • 

12. 

gust 21, 19~,, 5137. 

imes, July 21, 1940. ---------



Another ew Yorker. Al mith• termed the actions of t he 
. 13 

De ooratio convention "march away from Jefferson. ' Raymond 

Voley, or1ticiz1ng the President• s acceptance speech• said it 

sounded like a •ttndly se,rmon delivered by a.n old k1ilg who 

wanted to s y that he would carry on a little lopger. • 
14 

According to Moler, the President loved his job. 

1le these 1nd1v1duala were express1Jig their reactions 

to the third- term no 1nat1on. the newspapers of the oountry 

were doing likewise. Some of these reactions were given in 

the July 29 issu& of News eek: 

t , Lfuil Gl9be-Demoo{tt : ••• a revoluiionary 
tendency o o away with e barriers to the en
r ohment of despotic powera. 

tnclianapilla Star: Prom being President of 
allhe peop e , he defies tradition to become the 
champion of those to whom partisan auooesa weighs 
more than national safeguard. 

Ralei gh )l!.m, BtJI and Obsener: The people 
want him. 

Bln1~ie ~la,;\ Age-Herald: e have the 
right to eor hat departure from that trad
i tion ll better serYe our basic American ideals 
and objectives. e Orleans 1mes-P1oa~une: The breakdown of 
the t e-trled and teetedarr1er againet third 
terms imperils the nation's free 1nat1tut1ons and 
enaces demooracy 1 taelf. 15 

The Cleveland Plain Dealer. 1oh had consistently 

sup rted De oorat1o Pree1dent1a.l nominees for more than 

13. Jb.Jd. 1 JulJ 31, 1940. 
14. Ra ond Moley. op. cit. 

15. XVI, No. 5 13-17• 
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100 1ea.ra, now cast its fortune with endell 111 le, g1v1ng 

as the r~ason the tact that RooseYelt "is n amblt1oua xeo

ut1ve~" 11 ery odern dictator the rld has known .. , the 

tlain Dealer obaeJ"Yed, •ttrst persuaded his o owitrymen that 
16 

he s 1nd1spene ble to their welfare. M The ew York Times 

declared for 1llk1e in September giving as its reason the 

need to s e ard er1o tr d1t1one at a time when demo-

er tio safeguards were being tta.oked throughout the world. 

• he dootrine of one man•a 1nd1apensab111ty", the Times e id• 
· 17 

"is a new doctrine for this country.• 

Follo ing the st te ente of re t1on made by the news

papers , various magazines ~nd periodicals beg to state thelr 

opinions of the draft" and the third-term nomination ot Pres

ident Roosevelt. In some oases, a declaration !or on or the 

other of the o ndlde.t es was g1ven simultaneously th the 

opinion. 

on July 29. the ew Republ\o, in an editorial, declared 

for Roosevelt and set forth r ,eaaona for the third-term nom

ination. •The inability to find a. good oa.nd1dat e•. the edit

orial stated, "resulted in st rong pressure on r . Roosevelt 

••• to disregard hi& inclination and run again. " The ed1tor1 l 

t ted fur t her tha . 

The and the Pre ident • s own teen sense 

16. ew Yo~k 1 es , August 20 1 194o. 

17. ditorial for epte ber 19, 194o. 



ot the or1t1oal nature of foreign faire re
inforced this pressure. There was nothing 
specious about th popular esire to draft 
btm •••• The underlylng f act is that hia noa-
1nat1on waa brought out in spite of his 
pref•reaoe, partly b7 the aots Qf hia op 
oa1t1on and partlJ by the deYelo ent of 
oiroumatanoea. lS 
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A signed a.:rt1ole in the a e i ssue of this ge.zine stated 

that Roosevelt would have been renominated even though there 

had been no tblrd-te lssue, no •backstairs deals", no "slJ 

capturing of delegations• or had other o nd1dates gone to 

the convention w1 th blocs of votes, while Roosevelt 1',emalned 
19 

at his desk. 

L1f o led the dre.!t" a shaboy pretense th t • •• fooled 

nobody .. , and Ohri.atian Centpn: t emed 1 t • An Ominous omln-

a tion* . Tbe 1 sue in the ooming campaign. the Chg1st1an 

Oenturx sa1d1 wa.a: •Shall this nation continue to be a demo

oraoy, or shall it be llowed to pas into the control of a 

fascist d1otatorsh1p ?• The war emergency, used by the third

tel'mers as one of the reasons tor the renomination of Roos

evelt, was oon trued by the Christin Century to be a polit-

1oal threat 1n disguise which constituted 

effot't toe ope the threat ot inward rupture 
of our national lite by galv zing the nation 

18. " i l led the h1r 
- (July 29. 194o), 134-35 

erm?•, CIII• o. 5 

19. Jonathan 1tchell, "Chicago: Fa111ily Stu!f• , 
137-JS. 

20. Life, I , o. 5 (July 29. l94o), 15. 



into unit through hysteric 1 fear of the 
conqueror of "" rope hom 1 t li.he adm ini -
tratioil takes every 000,. s1on to bait 1th 
gratuitous defi ee . 

Th rticle nt on to say 

e~e is an emcrg ncy, . politic emerg~ 
ency of his Uoosevelt•jf own and his 
party•s creation, to which he is ind1s~ 
pensable. It takes the form of a vast 

nd unpreo d nted politic opportunity 
to unify the nation lifo under a one
party system. 21 

A me s of d termining the reactions of the p ople 

oonce:r-ni the third term nd h no ina.t1on, various polls 

had been talen. rom these, wo are presente here to show 

the t te of public opinion exist! immediately following 

the end ot the Democratic oonvent1on. A Gallup Poll .released 

in the latter put ot July 1ndloated th.a. only 41 percent of 

the people would be inf vor of a third-term amendment to the 
22 

Constitution; 59 percent were oppose to it. The other oll, 

a 9rtune Surver released in A 

oenl ot the p$ople would ote 

11-0. g peroent favored Willkie; 

ust , revealed that 44. J per-

for Roosevelt for third term; 

s.o ercent said they would no\ 

vote , o:r refused to answer the ~3est1on; 6. 9 peroent said they 

did not know bat they would do. hese figures would ee to 

21. LVII, o. 31 (July 31, 1940). 942-44. 

22. i•t•, July 24, 1921-0. 

23. XIII, o. 2 ( ugust, l94o, Supple ent) . 
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1ndic te that, due to tbe intern~tion 1 ituation. oosevelt 

had fe n. In addition, third-term candidacy havlng 

become a reality,, manJ eople., feeling that Roosevel would be 

a better led r tban llkie, decided to vote fo~ him. 

Follo ing the p riod of re ction to the Democratic con

vention, the c p 1 between Roosevelt and W1lltie eveloped 

into denunciation of the e Deal by the Republic s. on 

the other hand, the emocr ts contented the selves by holing 

their gains d producing arguments as to reasons for a re

eleotion of oosevelt. hey lid gre t emphasis on he f t 

that .1llk1e as inexperienced d that he would lead tbe 

country into a hopeles tangle in fore1 n policy. ore and 

more the third-ter i sue reoeded into the background of dis• 

,cuss1on and olioy of the Demoor ts . ooaevelt ' s experienoe 

and management of foreign affairs, his social policy, and 

1llt1e•s inexperience re put forth as re sons for the re

election of the resident. 

ln the meantime,, illkie as touring the countey and 

ape king against the third term. e also denounced some ew 

e policies. partioul rly those dealing 1th national~ -

f nsa and governmental expenditures. He dem ded a return 

to ell-regulate o ernment and ab lanced budget . In an 

interview t Rushville, Indi na. 1 lkie a 1d he kne o •no 

g ent for the indis. ensaoilitJ of a an !or a third term 

as resident that could not be applied to fourth or a fifth 

te . • be third erm was denounced again by illk1e 1n a 
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speech at Cof!eyv.111e, Kansas, September 16. The next day he 

oalled upon the Southern Demoera~s to disown the thir -term 
2~ 

oa.nd.idate. Previous to this, August 17 to be exact, ill.kie 

bad ex reseed his d sire to 

debate the question of the assumption by thif 
resident, in seeking a thlrd. term, of a great

er publio conftdenoe than was accorded to our 
presidential giants ashlngton, Jefferson, 
Jaokeon. Lincoln. oieveland, Theodore Roosevelt. 

nd oodro ,ilson. 25 
A third term, .1llk1e sa1d, would bring totalit rianlsm to 

26 
erica before it would be completed. Du:rlng the week of 

September 23 , 1llk1e de his first m Jor speech and a.gain 

attP.oked the third ter . olaring that a third term would 

led to dictatorship, illkie stated further th t 1 man ho 

cannot ve demooraoy 1n pe ce c not ve 1t in suoh a or1s1s 
27 

as we re no living in.•• 

By September, most of the puplio leaders and other im

portant persons had formed their opinions o~ the t hird term 

and had eeleoted the candidates they would sup ort . ayor 

LaGuardia of Bew York preferred Roosevelt with bis kn.01111 

f ults to 1llk1e wi th his unknown virtues. The ayor gave 

24. 

25. 11 he .tew ea.l Leads to D1s3.stertt, Vi t l Speeches , 
I , . o. 22 (Sept mber l , 194o) . 674-79. 

26. •a!Te Our Country Baok to us•, Ibid., o. 24 
(October 1, 194o), 760. 

27. e sweek, VI, o. 13 ( epteroer 23. l94o), 15-16. 



71 
three reasons for his oho1oe: !ir t, Roosevelt had had ex

peri ence in times of orises; second, governmental adminis-
' 

trat1on could not be le rned overnight; third, the polioies 
2g 

of the present dministration should not b~ 1nterrupted. 

LaGuardia proJected himself into the c paign again 

h n he oomb1ned 1th omas Corcoran and Senator tOrr1 i n 

forming a. movement to persu de the independent Yoters of the 
\ 

country to sup ort a third term . \• any of these voters, 1 t 

w s feared, would not pport 

believe in third term for a.ny 

oosevelt because they did not 
29 

resident . The new movement 

took tor 1ts oreed the follow1ng resoluti on! 

In this period of crisis believing that 
the safety of the United St tes of America can 
beet 'be ssu:red through de onstrated strength 
and known leadership• and knowing well that 
what has been won at the ballot box, we call 
upon the independent-minded voters of America 
to support f ranklin D. Roosevelt d Henry 

laoe for President and V1oe-Pres1dent of 
the United States. 

e have searched our he rts with the trad
itional apprehensions ot independent-minded 
men and women about a third term for a Pres
ident . 

Under such circumstances a third term is 
relatively in~ignifioant. 30 

The "or1s1s" argument continued to be exploited. Dean 

28 . Con°-'ressional l.ecord~ Ependix.1 76th Cong., 3rd 
eess •• LXXXVI, September .!;, 1 4~, 5700-ul. 

29 . Lindsay Rogers," 1llk1e • ,ooseveltl-, Currant 
istory, LI., o . 12 ( ugust, 191+-0), 16-19. 

30. e York rimes , eptember·25, 1940. 



72 
Ache on, l ter to become Under-Secret ry of tate, ote 

letter to the altimore un in hioh hes id th t 'the s·fetJ 

of our countr nd of 11 1t te.nds for oan best be assured 

by the election of Pre id~nt co evelt . " cheson did not be-

lie e thiro term ould thre ten any of our politic l trad-

1t1on . The Teal t re t to the "very exist~noe of a fr ... e 

erieait, he id, came fro . the intern tion l cr1 1s, 1. e., 

the .a.r. Roosevelt, \cheson repe ted, s the only one ho 
31 

could ve the countr . The "foundin f ather" of the Con -

titution had provided for uch a crisis,, Oso x 

t mocr ~ic nation 1 Oh 1 n t 1d, hen they 

foresaw the possibility of just such a 
s i tuati on as exts ... s toda ••• ~ng] re
fused '·o put into the Const1 tution a 
provision l i mi ting the numb.r of term 
th ta residen rn y h ve . 32 

1ng. Assist-

ng was supported in this viewooint by no less a person 

than Attorney-Gen .. r l obert Jackson, who later became a 

upreme Court Ju t1ce. Jaotson sald any l1m1 t tion on the 

tenure of the Presidency had been left out of the Oonet1tut

ion so e no to de-->ri e the country of the services of ttgood 
33 

men 1n a crisis n1e Pres1dent•s son, Fr kl1n D. ,oo velt , 

Jr. , regarded illkie s • •very fine man ' ", but he believed 

31 . Congression~l Record, o1endix, 76th Cong., 3rd 
seas., LXXIVI, Ooiober ~. 194o, 65 5. 

32. ew York Times, October 9, 194o. 

33. Ibid •• ovember 3, 1940. 



th this 8 old mantt 
;4 

"a little more co..pable . 11 

3 

_________ ....,...,... oontTived _n 1nterest11g ay of xinding 

the o . inions of v r1ou eo le co~cerning the third ter n 

t e reelection of oo evelt b sendinr letters to certain 

peonle sking them o submit t eir opinions to the ,a.g, ine . 

Re onsee . ere rie : 

Van yok Brookf ( ocial1et turned Roo -
eveltlan)1 I thin it i mportant to retain. a 
Pre ident ho h sled u trough the earlier 
phases of this or1sis 

John Oh ber in contributor to the 
e Retii'bilo): I'm not enamored of the idea 

of t !rd ter, nor do l like 11 of oos
eve t•s habi s of m1nd •••• The war complicates 

tters . I ' ve lost my fer th t oo evelt 
can take us into this ar •••• so, on balance, 
I gue s I •ve got to voie for Roosevelt not s 
a disciple--just s a guy taking the beat 1th 
the orst . 35 

Frederiot Lefi s Allen (pro inent uthor and 
publicist) : Id slite the third term and dis
trust oosevelt • debonair way of pulling for
eign polioy r bb1t out of the ·hat . 36 

Ti e, also, conducted running survey of opinion . A 

very representative v1a of our 

found in the following responses: 

eric n de ocraoy i to e 

Hiram Johrioo~ (serving hi fifth term as 
u •• senator) 1 ••• power i s a beady wine •••• 
Upon 11 mattors ! do not a5ree ith es rs . 
1llkie and o ry in this ea.mp 1gn, but 

they re eternally right upon the gre ti sue , 

J4. Ibid., October ll, 1940. 

35. "How They r Votin ", CIII , o. 13 (September 2}, 
1940), 411-12. 

36. Ibid., o. 17 (October 21, 1940), 553-54. 



and the all-important one: a third term... . 37 
Al Smith: So the oonventi n dratted the 

third-term candidate! Drafted, hey? Buh-h- . 
b-loneyt JS 

gart~nlst Percy Crosby: The only time 
I eTer s~ll bend a knee to a third-term im
poster will be before a firing squad. 

La.Guardia: • •• a shameful ca pai gn for a 
shameless cand1date •••• There may be such 
thing ae a • •• decent utility man, but I haTe 
neTer met him •••• Some men have their hair 
mussed because their brains are rking, other 
because the photographers are working. 

Gene Tunney (former heavyweight boxing 
champion): ••• I 1 d rather go down to hell with 
endell illkie than to the. i te House with 

Roosevelt . 
Oolumniet Dorothy Th~mqson: en you vote 

for liiile ••• you are vo Ing for Communism. 
Thomas E1 Dfwe~: (!he third-term move-

men!) was conce ve in seoreoy, nourished on 
cynicism and reared in arrog oe to its ugly 
maturity by the most corrupt elements of 
American pol1t1oal life. 

Alf Landon (1936 Republican Presidential 
candidate): I suppose, as far as r . Roos
evel t 1 s record is concerned, I ght be 
accused of a certain amount of preJudioe. 

John L1 Lewis: I assert again that the 
reelection of President Roosevelt will resuli 
in the nation's involvement in war. 39 

74 

As the campaign moved into the months of September and 

October, some of the members of Congress considered it their 

duty to g1Te arguments for or against the third term and the 

reelection of Roosevelt . Senator Brown, Democrat from ioh

igan, was one of the f 1 rs.t to express an opinion on these 

37. XXXVI, ( October 28, 194o) , 14-17. 

38 . Ibid., ( ovember 4, 194-0), 11-13. 

39. Ibid. , ( November 11, 194o), 16-20. 



campaign 1 sues. "Present conditions", he said, were re

sponsible for the third term nomination of ooaevelt . He 

stated further th t "none of us, including our leader, would 
4o 

fayor a third term" if there was no e ergency or orlsia. If 

oosevelt oould be returned to office tor a third term, Rep

resentative dmiston of est V1rg1n1 said, this aountry would 

have uoh better chance of staying out of the war; in add-

ition to this , he e&ld, a thi.rd ter would mean the continua

tion of' the •humanitarian" program of the New Deal . I! the 

American people deoided to reject these ad~antages because of 

the "feeble pre.ju 1oea against a third term", Ed iston stated 

further, their rejection would not only be ffanti- oonstitut-
41 

tonal" but II anti- erioan. 11 

~ The "or1s1s" a r gument continued to be the one most used 

by the member of Congress who were inf vor of the reelect

ion of Roosevelt . As the campaign developed, the third- term 

issue by 1taelf became more a.nd more subordinated to the arg-

ent that osevelt was the •tnd1epensable" an, and the 

only person who could guide our country safely through the 

"crisis" . " e need as never before , Senator C raway of 

Arkanaaa said, a man of demonstrated knowledge and ability 

4o. • Oongrgea1onal Record§ AppSndix. 76th Cong. , 3rd 
seas. , LXXXVI• eptember ;O, i 46, 937. 

41 . Ibid. , September 25, 1940, 5S83. 
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who ••• 1s fitted to lead ue in this critical hour . • 

orris showed his ooncurrenoe in this vi ewpoint: 

Is there anyone so foolish or so devoid 
of reasoning th the will say that in this 
dire d1lemna we hould thru t side a . man 
who has servEtd us so well •••• ? 43 

Senator 

lthough these st tements had emphasized the "erlsiaw 

issue. they had drawn attenti on to the :fact the.t .. 1llk1 wae 

1nexper1enoed in el ther politics or government. 'lhe elect

ion of any Chief Executive in this "perilous and oruoial per-

th of iod" • Representative S shington said• should be made 
44 

on the tenets of •experience, qualifications. and ability. " 

Most of the members of Congress who opposed a third term 

and the reeleotion of President Roosevelt did so bee use they 

feared the internal breakdown of our goYer ent and the 

rise of dictatorship in this country that would come. they 

said, ahould the tradition be broken. ny of thoee wbo 

opposed Roosevelt personally found that th1s r ent against 

a third term could be used as another point in their favor . 

Represent tive 9hort, epubliean from 1ssour1t speaking 1n 

the House said,. 

I do not tar any foreign power s much 

42 . ConfBessional Record , 76th Con ., 3rd ae s . , LXXXVI , 
October~. l9 • i3ta5. 

43. Cof!:ressiona.l 'Record, A6ij8ndix, 
sess., LXXiv, October 1'1. l94o, j. 

76th Cong., 3rd 

44. lb1d. , Ootober 14, 1940, 6470. 



as I fear ••• this drifting to rds total
itarianism and the oonoentration of power 
in the hands of a single individual . 45 

77 

Representative Andresen of innesota predicted that a third 

tel'm would br ing w r to this country, and that the Tfusurpat-

1.on of leg1slat1 ve uthori ty by the Chief xeoutive" and the 

demand ot the President to •continue in the spotlight for a 

third term• would mark the "beginning of the end of our Re-
46 

public s a free democracy. " At the s e time that Andresen 

made t h1s prediction,, Represent t1ve Cole of ew York made 

the charge t t 1 0nly one consumed with the passion of his 

on egoi woul seek to rule this nation ••• w1thout limit-
47 

ation. 

, urther oonoentratlon of power in the hands o one man 

was feare d hould oosevelt be elected for a third term. 

Commenting on this )Oss1b1litJ. Representa tive Hawks of 1s

oonein said that the country should remember that Roosevelt, 

in asking for a third term, was the e man who, as res-

1dent, had "never surrendered a4g ingle po r t~at [ii~ been 

gr nted to hi by the Congress. " In order to prevent this 

45. lon!reesional Record, 76th Cong., 3rd seas. , L XVl, 
Septe ber • 94o, 11423. 

. 7 6th Cong. 1 . Jrd 

47. Ibid. , 596o. 
48. Ibid., October 1, l94o, 5972. 
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fe red one- an rule from becoming ct, epre entative 

. 1 ley of ermont said th t th p ople of the country should 

"pre erve represontat1 ve gov r ent her --and now" by opposing 
49 

a third term 11 for any an. 11 

Representati Clare Hoff of ichigan aalle on the 

people to do their d~ty on •ovember 5. and r pud1ate the doct

rine of "ind1spensab111ty• , dictatorship, and one-man govern-
50 

ment. Anton Johnson. epresentative fro Illinois , predicted 

that if Mr . oosevelt as elected to a third ter in l ovember, 

that election, n1n all probability"• would be the last •com-

p tively. free n untr mele 
51 

lection11 held in t his country. 

epresent .tive oo ru i of •iohigan said if the third term be

e e re 11ty, Congress would beco ea "mere e pty shell" ; 

mor eover, he said, the ·ederal courts, Ha jority of the 

judges ot hich have already been n ed by Roosevelt8 , could 

be expected to go long, with the result th t tti1s country 

would beco e an "actual dictatorship under the form of a oons-
52 

t1tutional epublic . « 

The fear b some embers of Congress of a fourth term, 

49. Ibid. , 5982 . 
50. Coniroessi onal Record , 76th Cong., 3rd seas ., LXXX , 

October 7, l 9 , 13346. 
51. Congreasional . eq~rd, tg6en ix, 76th Cong., 3rd 

seas. , LXXXVI, October ) , 1 46, 6. 

52. Ibid., 6325. 
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or of n indefinite rul by ·oosevelt w ex r sed ome at 

humorously in two exoh e of conver ti on 1n the Hou e of 

Represent tive on pte ber 24: 

r, Hawks: r . pea ar 111 the e tle n 
yi ld7 

r . Giffer . I yield to the gentleman fro 
isoonain. 

r . Bawks: Th gent e an oes o l vo ny 
ide ., does he, that the pres n ino b nt o the 
.ihite House ould ever resin if he were reelected? 

r, 1fford: He mi ht beco e ill . 
r , Hawks: tis wish ul thinking. 

And on the same d y: 

• r , Jennings ( enn. ): at signi!io 
veri y or hope or promi does th gentl 
attaoh to the t sti ony of udge aok iven the 
other a y to the ef feet that r . osev 1 t would 
not seek a fourth term 

r, Gifford: It 111 be more necees ry then 
than now. 

r . Jennin : He ill be .ore xperienced. 
· l' · or : I crtn nly close by yin , a 

I have ea1 3 once befor -I thi i is happy 
ending--that if this man, your oan idate, is ag in 
reelec d ther is but one expl tion--man is he 
only n1 al that can be skinned more than once. 53 
. ile the me ber of Congress ere deb ting, various 

p riodioal, and those ho wrot for thee publications, 

oont1nued to discus the camp ign and the issue involved. 

new issue 1n foreign fairs sore ted when, in epte 

ber, Roosevelt traded" fifty over-age destroyers to Great 

r1ta1n for fense bases 1n the • st rn Hemisphere . egot-

1 tion for thi agre ent bet een the t .o countries h d been 

53. Congressional eoord, 76th Cong., 3rd ses . , L VI, 
ept ber 24, 1946, 12574-75. 
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carried on in great secrecy. The first ne11s given to the pub

lio wa.s that the 14 dea;L tt had been ma.de and that Attorney-General 
54 

Jackson had given his legal oonsent to it. 

The secrecy by wbioh this agreement had been negotiated 

caused many Congressmen and public leaders to observe that 

this oo.untry was on the road to a one-man, one-party dictat

orship. The Ohristian Century, in an editorial, took cog

ni zanoe of these obeervat1ons when it said.:: 

If victory for the th1rd t~rm means one
party government in domestic affairs, then it 
also means one-party government in foreign 
a.ffairs ., And in the case of Mr. Roo111velt 
that would mean government by a man obsessed 
with dreams of naval glory. 

'What this country needed, the editorial declared, was to eleot 

a President •wt thout any secret oomm1 tments, without a rubber 

etamp Congress," and "wi'thout a personal itch for military 
-· 55 

glory ••• • • 

During September , also, the great "Battle of Britain• 

was bei ·1g fought in the skies above that beleagured island.. 

For the time being, England ha.d her ba.ok against the wall 

while she suoceeafully countered the furious threat by the 

LuttJa.fff to bring her to her knees . This serious threat to 

the existence of Great B.ri tain cons.ti tuted another reason. 

54. 
LVII, No. 

•Foreign Policy in the Campa.ip" • Ohr1et1an Centurx , . 
43 (October 23, 1911-0), 1302-04. 

Ibid., 1304. 



th th1rd•ter ere id J 
t Roosevelt hould be reelected 1n 

oT ber. Thi at e pt to t1e in further the d n tor th 

reelec ion of oosevelt th the 1 tio 

opposed It 8 :tte pt, an ed1 

ori 1 s d• to vert the ttentio of the o ers fro in e 

1 trouble in rder to a.rouse f nd ore t unity of thought 
56 

concerning th urope crl 1a. However, the -

ol red for oo eTel t nd h1e for 1gn licy, an 

clltoriel. that 

A 1 r number of er1c ns h een ed 
hat a tested lead r of the democratic aap-

1 t1on-- no by f ?' the o t e 1nent in the 
worl uat be eleo ed e r bol of mo
or tic security in the pre en w rld hur!'-
1oanet-no tter hat h mi or is ues y 
be. ?I 

at in 

the tie c e for the o 1 n to a to olo e, 

o of th r ents !or or again t tb1rd te 

r.pe ted tie n t e in. unt t ak ow waa 

o keep the 1 ue before t e publio d to clarify and ex

nd the or1 in l rg enta. 

hro h the owers of t iing, sp ndin , d the oont ol 

of indu tries., n rticl in th 1d, 

a third te 

56. 
1270-73. 

57 . 
( ov b r 

r the in pendenoe of the ju 1o1ary 

1 L I • • 42 (October 6, 1940), 

C p 1 n in enoe" , 0111 , o. 19 
4, 194o), 613-14. 
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58 

and the leglsl ture. .. here i no room for in 1spen ble 

in democr 78 , asserted an edltori l in the Catho!4:e ogld. 

h editorial then lscuased the "e ergenoy• 1 sue d s 14 

that the time to fear third ter waa duri such er -

ency a now xiated, beoau e too uoh power 1ght b ta.ten 

by individual who • a •da rous reoklesa 1 audaoiou , 
5 

inconsistent , nd unpredictable ••• • '' 0 lling the third-\ rtn 
, 

tradition an •1nd.1spens bl pr1noiple11 • Raymon oley sa1d: 

en on live without leaders , butt ey 
o nnot lt e tho t prinoi l • e o 
replace en. t men c not repl e p~1 c-
1ples. 60 

Gifford P1nohot. fo er epublioan Goyernor of Penn-

yl Y n1,- and b of the oonaenation s rvice under beo ore 

Roosevelt di reg rded the tbird-te 

bee use 

rad1t1on togeth r 

first ••• tt w a ne•er e for emer enoy 
like h1s; secondly. because the emergenoy 
is greater th the tr 1t1on; and , thirdly, 
because when ol"ID l ti ea co e baok, the 

er1can people c ze\urn to the tra41tio , 
I h :ve no doubt they will . 61 

58. Le e t D la, • o Third Te " • 001111, o. 18 
( oYe ber 2 , ·19~,. 27ff . 

59 . "The Third- en Bugaboott • OLI I, o . 908 
( o•e ber,. 1940) • 131ft. . 

60, "Indispensabl r1no1plea , VitQ.1 p_eeohes, VII , 
o. \October 15, l94o), JO-J2 • 

. 61 ~ " . 1 I for Roo e elt , - ------
(October 26, 194o)• 386-90. 



r 
3 

he f ct that tnchot d served under Theodore Roosevelt 

might hYe been. responsible for the liberal and pro es ~1v 

t ndenc1ee whloh cause hi to d1 reg rd a tr d1t1on when 1t 

adted a a check o the o r of the individual. 

or o e time now, t people of the country had b en 

bombarded with ol1t1o 1 p:rop anda ,to the eftect th t ooa

evelt •a experience d foreign pol1cJ ould keep the country 

out oft e • at if t here bad been no war in urope? 

How would the people vote und. r this situationt A Uup 

Poll. rele tober is. had canv ssed the people by aak-

ing t he hat. questlo • The results ot th! poll ho ed 

that und r th1e si u t1on, 53 percent of the people ould 

oaet their Totes for 1llt1e, d t t only 47 percent fa -
· 62 

ore ooeevelt. However. inoe thi sort of poll ke 

onlJ one • theae reault may not be re rded a cono1ua1ve • 
. -·) " 

eTertheles • he figures do bear out the !act t t the in-

'I'll tional si tua ion di ve so e 1nfluenoe on the voters 

of tb country. Pe rh pa one poll was enough to 1nd1o te how 

the people felt . 

On tember -4, the suboo ttee ot the Senat ,Judiciary 

O ttee ad be its he ri • on two ~e olutlon which 
63 

propos d to limit the tenure of th % aid n\tal te • 

62.. ew York tober 2) , 194o. 
63. e note 11, C pter I . 



1tne ses were o lled on dally to give their opinion con

cern1ng a third term, t rm of six years without reeleotio $ 

or two ter s of four ye rs with o reelection permitted. l 

ajor1ty oft e o 1n1ons %pres d ere ag in ta third ter , 

ot coura , nd the c· ~ing of the heart looted su 1o1oualy 

like polit1oal eftort to a ent the f1gbt on thlrd era. 

The chair an o! the uboo tt e, k•• waa di -

ffeoted Demoo t and the uthor of one of th resolutions 
64 

under co 1der t1o . 

hom s J ff er on Coo;:Lidge, a gr t-gre t-grea.t- ndson 

Qf Tho e Jeff er on, and fo r Un er- eo:retary of t e Treaa

ur for t1JO e * s th, !ir t w1 ne s . Coolidge testified 

that h1 oht f re on for f ,oring ti e 11 it on the sen1o 

of the Pre id . twas to prevent fr con-

cent ting too ucb power into h1 o b nd •••• • noth r 

witnes, 1~11 • Lewis, r sident of L ayett Oollege. 

f vored single te of six y ara for eslden.t for 

rea ons of effl oienoy, to obviate the ev1lt of r election., 
65 

n to :ra1 e t~e dignity of the office of resident . 

for el' oor t1o epresentative fro lnd1 n , 

amuel B. ttengill , in sub itting bi op1n1 • s 1d that 

ett1ng str lehol on th go L t a eside t 

6 . Hearing•. 2P• oit . 
( 

&;. lbid. , t ber 4, 5, 1940, 4; 20. 



brea th1 l w, written or un 1tten, • Pettengill s d• • nd 

what .restraint of freedo will you then put upo hi or he 

elf?" nother wit es• , Jacob uld Schu , f'.o er 

ba ador to erm J, s id that should an th lust for 

ow r galn control of a pa.i-ty an then Congr sa,. pol1t1oal , 

diet torsb1p would be the :re•ult. r ~ next step. h aai , 

oul be to control the Judioi rJ , ar ed force, 
66 

for 1 

fa1:t . 

he Sieoutlve ~eoretary of the t1-Th1:rd- Te 1 oo-

l t1on. 01 enc J . 

eoond te woul be 

d• atat ~ to the c mi t that any 

ted by efforts for reeleotio hould 

third term b allo He 1 o cited the ger of third 

~erm to the independence ot he jud1o1 ry, i . e., the longer 

a esldent rem tned 1n power , th re o 1 ble p int ents. 

he could ate tote upre e Court . John w. 
residen 1 l candidate in 1924, tate that no 

~·, De oora tic 

w 1nd1e-

pensable. V nee oCor 1ok . former e ocra io tio l Oo -

ittee Ch r , thought th t the accept noe of . third t 

by oosevelt o d set b l fr the Lat1n-~er1can 

oountr1ee in that it would 1nd1c te partial coept e of 
67 

diet torship by the United t te . 

H :tJthorne Daniel , an uthor , contended that tw te a 

66. l~ld. , Se te b r 6, 9, l 4o. 36-38; 52-5J. 
67. e te r 12 , 16, 20, 1940. 103; l4S; 157. 
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would not le to diet torship, but 1! a »dlot torship b th 

end desired by ome bitious resident," he said, his !1r t 

ove would be to go be ond the limit ye ha e lready set . 11 

Daniel ated furth r tbai 

only by continuing in office for period 
longer any Pres1d nt has heretofore 
erved o any man succeed building up 

out r1 self olitio oh ne through 
which be could ke hi el a diet tor. 68 

During the oloai eeks of the o paign, in Coto er, 

illk1e, along with bis up rter , 

Hoov rand Alf Landon, gan to 

the p ople to repud1 te third te~ 

l et 1nute purt of act1Y1t on the 

Hei-bert 

inute ap le to 

or oos lt. Thi 

p rt of the epubl1o 

oau e th e oor 'ts to b bit ppr hen iv as to heir 

ch ce of g ning a bug y vote 1n ov er •. 

-r aide t oosevelw h not 

8 

# 

s s h. In his cceptano speech to he e oor tlc conv n.t-

ton on July 19, the Pr eident h 

tie or inclination to engage in 

s 1d, I hall ot have the 
69 

y purel politic l bat • " 

In line wi. th thi t tement, oosev t fir ts o lled 

o pai gn peeoh wa not made until tober 23, when he 

68. IblQ• , epte ber 20, 1940, l!J-8 • 

69. I, o. 20 (A ust l 194o) t 
610-13. Rooeeve ma e several p echea while e • • o 
his inspection tripe, but he . d not -consider them to be 
of a pol1t1o . . nature. ot 11 the people y re incline 
to b lteve th t interpret tin, howe• ~. 

ke 



70 
at hil d l hi . 11 old the re 1de t e but ix d 

7 
ol r . ol1 tio , peec e •' At o ti h 

thlr -ter 1 ue; oo evelt pr erre to pe k on t1o 

ef n d the pre erv tlo o d oor Jin thia country 

nd in he rld. The n arest he o e to k1 

on the tenure of the reai ency was int e peeoh gi en a 

Clevel . ovem'ber 2 . he real ent id 

th t te \jh third te 
11 be ·nother re 1 et. 

residents in the ye&J's to oo e, 
thin t t rd • resident ' 11 
to cheer the be rte of oo on en 
ever ere. 72 

Perb.ap t 1 t1m l it of ol1tic l tr teg oheered som 

f the ore doubtful eople who ere on t f nee, o to 

eu. oono r in t ird term nd 1 a oeaible re ults--

fourt t or l fe tenure. 

(s 

illkie other epublio led r continued to tour 

t o un ry and den 08 th e 1 d third te • 
e kin t kro • Ohio, t1 te oo evelt ot 

only tr is v1ol tion o 15 a.r-old tra 1t1on, but for 

.,_...~~ ... ......... ~ ....... iiil'-ir-.""!""";;.---....-...,..,..~~~~.;;;;;i~ ...... ~rk: 

71. ~ . 
Oct . JO, B"o"i:E'on; 
Hyd rt. . Y. 

485ff. ct . 23, 
oT. 1, Brooklyn· 

72. Ibid., 544-54. 

ila. ; t . 28, .Y. City; 
oY. 2, Cleveland; ov . 4• 



73 
h failure to give any v 1d r sons or do1n o. In 

other speech t Louisville. entuo y, 1llt1e s 1d th t 

th pr1no1 l ag int thil." ter s ood prinoiple. 

hat principle ls tbis . [he saic;O h t 
should anJ an beoo e so pow rt a to 
oont1nue meelf in office beyond two terms, 
our d.emooratio sy te 1 in di tree and 1e 
in jeopardy. 74 

Alf L don, 1 radio address t Quincy, Illinois, predict-

ed the teginn1n of the end of the" erio epubl1c" ... 

the institution of . life te for residents" should t e 
75 

third term o p 1 n be auocessful. ormer resident Hebert 

ooYer called t +h1r - term tradition a check on peTaon 

ower id h t 1110 1ng pol1t1c 

oh1ne with wh1oh 

third t 

fourt te ould be 
76 _,,,, 

de possible. In 

l t-m1nute pe to the voter , 1llk1e oTo 1 ed, should 

he e_eoted, to propo e an en nt to the Constitution 
77 

ihat w uld pro ibi ny t ird te • 

var-re dy to dete in th ate of publio opi 1o , 

rtune oonduote poll l ec1 ·tely before tbe election , 

73. !• ·Tork tober 25, 1940. 

74. lb&d., tober 29, · 194o. 

75. lbid. , Ootob r 20, 1940. 

76. · Ibid. , Ootob r 25, 194o. 

77. llli•, ov ber 4, l 40. 



the result 
78 

of which pr oduced the follo ing figures: 

In t1mea like these it 1s beolutely 
essentl l to have a.n like oose elt 
for President _. •••••••••••••••••••••••• • • 25. 51, 

er may be some r on a inst 
having oo evelt Pre 1dent for other 53. 3~ 
four ye rs, ou on the .hole it it the 
best thing · to · 0 ••• , • •• • ••••••• • •• • •• •• • 27.g~ 

v A the date for th election arri ed, t n e exei tem nt 

prev iled bro hout the cowitry. 

tory of the country d third t 

ever be ore 1 he his

election been hel . 

e or exc1tin election, Thi fact lone ul h ve 

had there not been pre ent internation l crisis which ,. 

on th bae1s of the results of previous polls, 

h ow the third-ter 1saue, s uoh. 

e to over-

lee ion day, ov ber 5, l94o, 

tbe third-ter r 1t1on in the nite 

ke th breat:in ot 

tntes ~ oos lt 

rec ived 54~7 peraen of the to l popul r votes o st. ut 

o th 49.5~.221 popular vote which b d been cast in h 

lection,. he receive 27 ,.24),466 to illkie' 22 •. 304,-755 •. 

In th electoral colle e, oosevelt received 449 otea to 
79 

1llk1e' t2 •. 

Tbe reelection of Roosev 1 t for a third te ended one 

f' the most i nte:re t1n res1 enti c p 1gns ev r hel in 

]8 . . II, o. 5 ( ovember, l 40), 71-76 • 

• • ~ y, Introduction to erioa.n 
• Appleton-Century Co. , 1945), 

9 
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tbe United tates. hro hout the o· p ign Roosevelt had 

b en aoouaed of eeki 1ctator1 1 powers, tr ing to i nvolve 

this oount:ry in r, destroying the " ertoan Republ1o• • 

h ving no regard for tr· d1t1on, d of ma.ki see r t commit

ment with fore1 n po "'rs . th t .ould ,r.0rk !or tne etr1ment 

of neutr lity. on t e other hand, eh d. Aen upheld as the 

tttn ispen le" m • he preeerv.r of r ic n democr .oy, the 

only person who a ufficientl X)erienoe qu 11fied 

to lead our countr in the 'or1e1 • an s a an h had 

made a person 1 aaorif1oe 1 order o serve s countr in 

tt tie of nee. Ori ioism not ithst .ndi , the people had 

exp e ed their ill, an th U 1 wt tes had third-term 

res1 nt , for b t ter or for worse. 



C iA T 

u M y D oo·ct IO 

e uestion to whether or ot a. resident hould 

h Y third ter 2d beo ane.ered o .o~ ber 5, 1940 • 

. til uly of that y rt when Roosevelt b b n n e 

th oar t io no 1nee, the auesti n h been l· rg ly d-

J 1c. o perso h ever efore s rio sly thre t n d to 

re t t ird-t r m tr iti n 1 sis of h1cb • s 

ou e 1 the econd 1n1 tr tion of Georg hi ton. 

ihrou .o th 1nce the t a.,ny proposals to l it he 

t nure of the re ncy h co 1 • o t of th 

b n propo by me o o re•• Only foUl' of 

these proposals bad recei ved 

hou e of Co 0 '1 t 0 h 

a.ttent1on by 1 h r 

h b en used to di -

oour ge a reeid n !ro seeki a ttir t • 

oon ter ooae lt •s election for s oon te 1n 

1936, here had been o e talk a hi running !or a hir 

er i n l 40. · h r ident hi eel put end to uoh o 

this t lk by bis speech on B..l'Ch 4, l 37 . Hoe er. evid oe 

produced in 191'0, by Senator Bri gee an epxe entative 

Gro a, ould s e to indio e that here was ome b sis for 

t he third te . suspicions of 1936-37. 
I 1938 ome of he polit1ci sh d begun to peculate 

o ho the 1940 oor io r esidential o te would 



be . o ere arded es r . 

92 
rl y, Garner . and oNutt a the 

three mot logic o did.a.tee . The possibility, however. 

th t Pre 1dent .. oo evelt might ru.."l for a third term oted a 

oheok :pon y st 1 ht-fo , rd deol ration ee men ight 

ate concerning th 1r o di d cies. 

In 1939, grou of former brain t ru t r ;, , led by 

1. ho a.s Oorooran, or ni~€d nrive to give oosevelt third 

te • oosevelt , 1 t : me tie, refu~ed to s y wheth r he 

ould or wold not be o didate in 1940. 

l G llup oll taken one onth ter the 1936 election 

1·eve led th jority of the p ople ueet1oned i d not 

f or t ird ter f r oo evel t. and th t only e minority 

of the ocr t ho h d VO ed in 1936 favor d i • oweTe·r , 

s th 1tu tion in urope beo e wore during uly d u.g-

u of 1939, v riou olls indio te t t the percent of 

e ocr ts ho f,vored third te h d risen t lYe point 

sincA 1936, herea tie p~roent e of people who favored lt 

h d risen only nine points . These fi s would see to 

1nd1e e that the foreign 1tu t1on did ha.ve so e effeot on 

he t1tude of the people regarding 

the De ocr ts 

t e people as 

re quloker to f vor 

hole . 

hir te ; howeTer, 

thi!'d ter th re 

urther ev1denoe of the 1 luenoe of the foreign al t -

u tion on the Demoor t · re ea.led in O lup Poll , t en 

few week after t e • r began in epte ber. It sho ed 



that 83 percent of those who b d voted in 19J6, now favor 

third term for Roosevelt . The peroeniage of people who 

93 

f vored a third term continued to increase unt11 1 t reached 

57 peroent in ay . 194o, when the G mans inv de the Low 

Countries nd nee. 

ion, 92 percent of ll 

tbe re ! dent. 

the ve of the e ocr tic eonvent

ocrats f vored a third :term for 

Aa the foreign ituation ent fro b&d to worse, inaof 

as the Alli es ere concerned• tbe supporter of the third 

te ar$ued th t oosevelt would h veto rWl in 194o, reg rd

less of h1s person l desire • Thia ove ent grad ly devel

oped into the •c1ratt• ov ent of 194o. *Present oiro 

at noes• and the• e~genoy" , the gument stated, de nded 

that Roosevelt oont1 ue in office ln order to ave the country 

tro the publican reaction riee and a ,.Chinese W 11 foreign 

policy• . 

At the t1 , the oora 1o oonventlon opened 1n July, 

a Jor itJ of the deleg tea had been pledg d to osevelt . 

The •<1ntt• moTement. t e •orlste• , th ey r-preaent polit

. 1o&l pressure oauaed by the cont r ol of Federal ppr r 1ationa, 

reef.dent' • silence, d the f ct tb t t Unl ted t tes 

was till neutral 1 these f tors O(IBblned to wort in 

favor of the PTee1dent . Howe• r , he had not a d wb ther or 

not he would be a oandlda.te. 

The '*draft" oY nt • co pleted :uoo sfully wh 



oosev lt was nomi ted by the convention on the f irst ballot. 

he behind-the-scenes aoting of Hopt1ne, Byrnes . ayor Kelly , 

nd Henry allaoe had been helpful in the making of this so-

called •d ft• or 'popular mandate fro the people. 

In the o pa.1 n · th t f ollowed the nomina.t1on , the tbird

te er placed cont nt e phaa1s on the f ot tha t Roo e~elt 

was •experi enced" nd that 1llt1e snot . The developi 

intern~tional s i t t i o , the Ro.o eveltians a1 , require 

that a strong n* oooupJ the Presidency. At no time waa 

the tbird- te tr ditlon given f vor ble ent1on by t ho e 

who up orte the resident. · Inete d, the aid, t tter 

was one for the people to d ctde; a "pr Judice• ag · net a 

third te should not be ut1l1 ed. to d ny the country an 

•indispena le aa. 1n the 1 or1a1a• . 

The publican ex;po tulate galnst third te , of 

oour e, ·and place s l on the trend to rd.ate 
' 

cent llzation of exeoutl e utboritJ th t had developed 

under th ew Del . 

epubl lo" • they & id, 

'otatorsh1p n the end of OU%'• erlc n 

uld be 1nev1 t ble result of a t bird 

t • 
ewepape:r-s , per1odlc l , and politic ltera nd 

1 ate expressed o paign opinions parallel th those 

expres ed bJ the• r1oue rs of otb Jor p rti s . 

&a he thi - te 1 sue, by itself, a eoidln f otor 

in th reelection of oosevelt? In thi iter• opinion, 
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t, waa no, . Available •!1denee derived from polls of public 

d party op nton showed th11t it was not~ the United St1a.tea 

had -remained neut:ral thu• faz 1n the war; employment had ln

qreased as a resu1 t of war cont ~ac ta and the needs of national 

d.efe,nse; the f'ae,t that Roos•v<!l ~ had gained ~aluable exper

ienoe in dealing with the fore!~ s1tuatton ~swell known; 

the faot that po1tt1cal pressure ha.d been exero1sed in eon

jmic.tion with. the "draft* movem~n.t likewise n.s a thing of 

common knowledge; and the taot that other possible eandidates 

had been suppresaed by tbe domineering personaltty and sllent 

tactic of Rooseve'lt is the last ,of th.is summary of !actors 

that ma.de possible a. third term for the President. The l.a.rge 

popular vote at tor lltie, bo.weve'rt 1r0uld see11 to 1nd1c te 

that Roosevelt •as not as eetential as the thira-termers had 

argued. The tor~3me Snney ot' Novi!mbe-:r , l.940, irulioated th1t 

f aot to b.e true, even before the election .figures proved it . 

In many oases,- too., the yoters had oast their ballots tor 
. ' 

1llk1e b:ecauae of h1s liberal vS.,ews. and pro-J.lly tore1gn 

pol1oy • 

. !ht th1J'd• term issue, in its aub'Qrdinatton to an • emetg

ent111t. and its avolduoe bJ' a well-managed. polS.tloal oampa.1.gn. 

ba4 l.ost its appeal a.san issue . Jt would aeem that 

t n these g:ta.'Y e days 1 t was better to 
aao~tftoe tbe rela.ttye value of the: 
tbird-term trad1 'tion thU to saorlf1oe 
a lee.de!' whose deyot:1on to. demoora.oJ 



l 
had been put to the test and found trong, 

96 

bet t that thi oount%y oould sill hold :>resid nt-

1 l election in suah a "orieisN as a declared to exist in-

dlo ted th t a diet to:r h p had ot bee e t blishCJC.. Ho 

ever, unl1 ted tenU%e 1n high offices, nd one-party rule 

could be methods by 1oh a diotatorsh1p might. in t1me, 

e o ve. 

1. • y ooaevelt on•. Tbe at1on, OLI ( OYe ber 9. 
194o), 4.35-36. 
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