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AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION In THE S111.LL llIOII SCT100LS OF OKL.UIQ [A 

Cl!A.PTER I 

I1l}:110DUCTION 

For n bor of yQarD t Tirit r baa tcbod bqrs and rls ho li 

l 

in our rural cammmi tios ccep :f'arni.DB and home meld as t ir f'uture 

occup tion. Tho. writer discusood ith many of tho young t Im"' D d~DG 

the pa.at fifteen y~s tho question or ".Agricultural 1il:l tion in t 

Sn.all h Scbools. 11 Tho jority of t.hom Y011116 r s stated to him 

that thoir rospecti high school did not off or ny ~cultural tr::d.ni 

and a:J result tbay had boon deprived ot an opportunity ich tmy felt 

very neco..,oar.1 t . ard their success. Th writer beeomo int rostod in th 

fo.ct thD.t .so m;;w,y- of thn rural boyo and girln xpro tho id thnt tl 

high schooln oro fhlline to t t n s o:r agriculturtll ducation. 

Ho do.cl.dad to thin study fort purpooo oi' findi tbc met con

ditions that oxi.st in our proaont snnll high schools in eard to agn-

culturol education and o invostigo.ta s of tba currlcul changes that 

beizle st d 'tt>day by our loading duootors . The body of thi 

thesis doa.la primo.rlly with tho lo.ck of inter st in o.griculturo.l od tion 

o.s manifested in tho amnll high oohool curricul o£ Oklo.h 

Tho author 1 s notic tho into st t t tho :f'odoral gover n has 

taken in t lution of thi probl throUGh its ici tion n t 

vocational griculturol pro(!;l: • The :f'od., r 1 g<n 211:lOllt 1s partioi-

. till6 in a.n dult educational pro mn.. kno as 1nle Veterans' Vocational 

icultura. 

Tho writer is not ti in this otudy to a.nm-1 r tho qoostion of 

"fodoral ~icipation in oducntion•. i not t ti to prow t t 

n lack or cultural truini is tho on.cy ~ spot in our high hool 



,. 

curriculum or that o should rnoro t in improvixlg th1 ... p 

t wo slx>uld spend in iit.q>roving otllar phaoos of tho public chool 

progrom. 

The Uni tod Statos ce roport for 1940 a t over ighty par 

c nt or all poople employed in tho rural are s of Old ................ d 

1n ldnd of agricultural ork. Tho r rt sh ., that only 

2 

:f'i.ftoon cont o:f.' our rural pop'U.Ultion finish h.iejl cclDol and fi p t-

ce-nt go to colle • o ro ily oo that oohool hruJ groat 

opportunity and responsibility in holp t.o oolv, ·thia prob b ca ot 

tho l.arg r cent o'£ b:>ys and girl~ \iho nevor go to col f!P or finioh 

high nollool. Tho h bool has c- llol\:.e to i'U.rn1 the neces 

tro.m,. , to t students hile t re in oohool . 

Tho writ r bas noticed that a vory of' too rural high 

school boys have rocoive . tbe bcnai'ito of: the vocntionn.l agricultur 

• r i1r1 t r has often o why Dchool a .n -

iotra toro dicl not ott r any al· rnativo pla.n in their r apeetivo oo i.ool.s 

for oe,riaultural trninil at: r they hnvo dio overod that tl y cnnnot qualify 

£~ ocational. UBX'iculturo. Tl purpose or thi:;; study is to ti th 

r a no why m e cultur l traini is not b 1ng offorod. in our small 

high oohOo and to study "' of tl poom.blo solutions of thio 1>robl • 

'I'h,;1 ©1..-plici t qu 01.1iona for study are o follmw: 

{l) IDs t hiBh .Joh.col lack of 

in ·er nt i o.ar:iculturcl oducation? 

(2) re agricultural tra.u4'11...M(!, is not b 1 offored in the 

~~- his}l schools? 

(J) can tlw loool nnd state policies juste 00 that tl 



ll hieh ehbol curricul 

ngrlculturol educ tion? 

ill more noarl.y , t tho p sont noodn or 

DEFmITia,:r OF ffll:3 

2. dtt! tion cational . IlQral . H Club 

ork,, •. F • .A.. o.rr,.. or aey ot tho 0 eh th.a high eohool might use 

f'or o.c;ricultural r nine. 

lbte: Tl high. ~lloolo 0£ Ok.l.ab.omLl that are ............ uvro of' tho lmth ntral 
Associationwero ttod int D study. 

,tm'HODS OF PIIOCEJJU.RB 

To curo the data d in th1 s st'lldi;r, tbo \"lri ter obta1 11 t 

into tion pono1blo tbro tho re-cordo of t Sta.to Voe tionnl Ae;ricul ural 

nt. state Dopartm:mt of Education, 1ntorv1 a th :fnculty r-

in too Voe tio l Educntio DGpartni:,nt at Oklahoma ioultural and 

ical Coll • The • tor o.lso d the Uni tad State roport for 

1940. Annual gh School Bulletin for 194.5. and onnial :ix,rt of 

State SUporintendent of l?uhlic Instruction. 

The questionnaire mothod s al.BO u d in curiJlB information d 

a cow of' th.o quostionnairo is included in this :report . 

Sin-co tho hic;h ... chool perint wonts h.!lvo a g:i;"Oo.t oponoibility 

the ma1dng of t school eurricul: ·, I chooo to contact all tho uperin-

tendenta in ton countioa loc tod i n various parts of tho sto.to. Tho 

counti o looted ll distrihut o r tho state that r oult 

obtainad ould give a moro doi"inito picturo of c ditions in o.c;r'icultural 

ducntion ovor tha onti state. Tho ochooln that r mOinners of 



lbrth C13ntral soc ti<m o a.'littod sinee c itions in thooo schools 

generally aceopto to bo antiafactory. 

Thie survey included a total or &iahty schools. I received fifty 

l:'Oplios from tho -oighty St\.POrintendonta. I thiDk that tho results :f'ral 

thaoo fifty oohooln ill a ndrly acct\X t pictu or tho exist! o 

eand.1 tiona in ne;:ricul tur l duootion. 

map owi.nz tl lo :a tion t. va ou se 10ola.. a list oi' tho 

JC ola by un.ti s~ nnd . tXrPY t queotionnt'l follow. 

4 
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Bea:ver Counti 
l3aawr 
Gates 
lhlko 
BatlllUJ;Y' 

Olevoland Oounty 

lo:dn,ston 

~r CbJlllR£ 
Brinkman 
:rake Gl.1eek 
City V!ert 
lead 
Oeena 
Central View 

OJmP.!WS poµ;qty: 
Degas 
Wheatley 
JbfflU" 
M:>rrin 
:srsrant 
Wilson 
Nuyaka 
Mn Rills 

raw eounty_ 
Glenco 
Quay 
Ripl.ey 
N:'irf"ollt 
Eureka 

K1BG[i.B11t:lr. Count&I 
GcarclD 
Boc)lrsr T. Washillf;ton 
Dunbar 
Big llbur 

ga 
ll,Up).as 

Atp,ka .Co~ 

Dunbar 
Croley 
'l'mbka. 

!Qw County: 
Ibusl,as 
Burmy,r.ille 
~envillo 
~ 

ottavro. County 

Afton 
Ccmnereo 
Pitcbar 
Wyandotte 

fishi ta County 

Cottloll 
Dill City 
Jbclcy 
Sontinel 
Cloud Chief' 
Colony 
·Corn 
Inko Valley 

rt 

'I 
1, 

I I 

6 
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I . tio l .J:\griculturo in your school? If not . underline 
tho . ·eoti Biven low. 01· state your reasons 

• tlu... coi.u.·se. tmrorore rro 
to nnd ,rul licy. 

b . to and ·]bd nt in :finance too 11. 

,.,..,. ........... _ t1 mo.to Dopo.r nt's policy 1.., it:> ploy cl ro on a £ull 
ch is to f ching Voaat ono.l ~iculturo only . 

( . iluro to curo t chore rho ha Vocational Corti:f'icat . 

• other roe. OD.S t 

II.. 0::, you off in yC1U.X high chool amn·se in Go.nernl A{;riculturo £or which 
crot11t in giv 'I Ii' :got. undorlin your l"ea.oons fro the succoations 

bolo, or Sta.to your roasons (e) bol , • 

• :r ;.o1<1s in go ,r 1 0£5%'1-

b. ck of illltlllce to equip a lnborator<J. 

c . .9ui h book.a aro not vailab to cove;r tho difi"oront units ne 
for full nino n th.S1 :ur • 

• ,<«c.u.:1,1,e.u,, f,., not ' jar ontorld"i» ill this COl'.!lnluni ty; tm.rofol'O tho 
a for a.griculturo is mt · at emugh to justify o. course . 

r . offer Vocational .. ~icultu.roJ t foro Go ral Ae).~cul ture ould 
not be n • 

B• ot. r anonm 

m . t'ouJ.c1 you otfor cour · 
t tisfactori~ that 

i n G no iculturo if tbe co clit1ano 
u vo in question Ho. 27 

IV. Ir you offored n courso in Goneral Aetricul turo. rould you 
elective couroe for g:irla? 

enroll 1. your high o hool? 

it an 
t 

v.r. ll:*1 boy ora tald.ll5 ~culture, oithsr Voeati or Go ral1 

re 

VII. I£ you off'or · 
an el.octi , 

cul turc in your high l. do vou off it an 

VIII . n- you o£for cour in naro.l AO"icul turo. do you hnvo n axtra 
period for laborat ry. ct l xooii 1 ·o, ob nut on? 
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i@CDtionnairo (cont'd. ) 

IX. li' you of for oou in oornl ~icu.l turc, do you uso r gular tort-
book alono. r-0,3:ul.ar to .. ctbook plu.a cupplatlOiltnry terial. or mako your 
0tm toxtbook frc various tar:tal ? 

• De> you th tmt moro teacboro mltl prospocti vo teac -rs should at least 
tulro o . trainiD.B in ~cult~ to qualify th to tench a courso 
1 neral Q$t'i-cultwo 

XI. Do yo have i~-n Club in your 

XII. lb,1 IrrJ1ey high school boys nr: om.--oll·•d in 4-R Club? 

x:rn. Ilorr maey >11030 hours 111 agd.cultm.,o do ... your sponsor ~or boys 
4-H Club Im '1 

nv. lbn' IJEl.I\1/ houro per a k ro da,oted to th ctudy of' dofini to o.e;ri-
cul turnl :prohl.rullS .ooi· oo r oth r coUI.·oo ... 7 

xv. Ilow xnalzy' hieh hool boy-o onrolled in tho 001 .n montionc in 
question XIV? 

Xvi . Do you think that a courso 1n Gd .Agriculture nould bo a profit-
blo :.1 com .. ~ 1n bra ar Illt , 

XVII. lb mnny oyn in your hieh o ool rould take n cours in 
icultu.r. tr ono otterod1 (n) rolll' opinion; (b) 

i'ror.1 tm boy • 
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fir stop s to f' · th.er laek of intoroat oxi.stcd in t 

o lde;h a!POl. • A :ra~ ~ all Okla! high oohools 

(Jbrth Central sc ) • The Annual • School Dullotin for 

J\m 30. 19115. ru, u d :f."or t}lt} .................... ,~...,. or findi :~ tho number ot high 

nools in Okl aoo. t . ott, ll5t*icultu.ro. lbcords .frail t Sta.to Do-

por ant of Vooo.tional ~ic d to i'ind the number 0£ c ools 

tl t off d voeationw.. . culturo. this data. t writer calculated 

tl numbar or oohoolo not off ,r , ruw tl{!;):1.cul • tho r~togo of 

too totul high schools. not oft gr-ieulturo. 'l'ho pro ntation and 

ois _ &ita will e di undor tho f'oll.oti main diviaionD: 

(l) Erl.st eondit " a£ agricult education in all tho small 

Okl11homo hieh ool ls du in.3 ho l9l .J.i.-16 to • 

ao t ions in icuJ. tura1 oo.ucation within the fi:f' 

J.rlsh cboola of tho survey du.ril:l.g tho 1945-46 t nn. 

{B) o no cult'tJ.'rn.l tr ." .io mt ooi.ng offerod in o.ll the 

ll OP'..l.t:\hol:la gl1 school!! . 

(a) Roaoonz given by tho · 1 suporintendont • 

(b) Student intoreats 1n ~cul '!rural ducation. 

(c) F.tnnnc in cultural education. 

(d) ·ance i' aer:tculturnl odoo tion. 

(o) 'lh hool adm1niatrators1 p in agricultural ducation. 



l . in All tho OklA,-

ha 1244- lj.S rm. 

1'otal Amotmt of .:'8riaultural • uc.ation Ofi"e: d in l High hoola 

t 151 
Colomd 92 
Total 849 

Sclx>ols t 
Offering A:ny 
Agriculture 

to 477 
Col<>N 47 
Total 524 

Wo 

of a t 1944-45 ~m* 

bor or
Schools 6ttor1!)8 
Vooatio 

162 
2.3 

lBS 

Cnnt »:>t 

.ll8 
.22 

w 

Cont of High Cont of I 
Offering Acy bools Offoring Schools Ott·ri 
Agri.cult Voe tional .Agri . Agrt . 

6.3 .0 21.4 15.6 
51. 0 ~ .o 24.0 
61.6 21 .8 16.6 

a tn t t 61.6 p - n o£ 

h 

10 

any accredit iculturo. o n:>tioo t t 

only .32.5 or t 849 f!)l ... oola orr r · agriculture. t t 

t oco.tional ngriculturol pro 21.a r nt 0£ t 

high ahools and that go rral agriculture ha., r ;e od 6.6 par nt of 

high achools . Only 38.4 r cent of our hoolo off. m,y culture. 

• t :f'ran t Annual h Schoo Bulletin J' 30. 1945, and cords 
rran tho Vocational Agctcultural 1. 1946. 



ll 

Thn cond aim wao to :f'ind t dintribution or to 

agrloult o o .f 

The Annual gp School Bull tin s 

s tho extent that agriculture 

thin table recorded in Tablo II. 

Total lb:lbor of 
School.D ortol"ing 
Ono- ho.lt t1n1 t 

of 1 . 

, BOO fr t 

TABIE ll 

Total l · bor a£ 
Schools 0£f ring 

OlllJ Unit On:13 

in usod • 'l'hi.s proc ure rurt 

bo ctt • The ro lte of 

hools 
rm 

~tal 1 r o£ 
Schools Offori " 

2 1D 4 Unite 

151 

-

'i'otal l1tnnbor 
of School 

Oi'fering 
Fi Units 

2 

849 accredited high 

schools aro ofi'I rinc mom t C unit . 0 fi ri 

only o - hal:f unit, and 143 uro offorl onlS1' ono unit. Thi 1 

proof that there io a. lack of intorost in (l#icultural educatioh. 

The it.er id to f'Ut'thor in cult 

in tho to 

un1 to taught in tll3,rioulturo :ti th the total uni ta: t ugb.t l.n oconomics 

nnd matbamatics. Tho Annual • gb. School Bull tin for 1945 was d QBQin .. 

Tho .aul ts of t h1 di ovoey aro sh.mm in Table III . 

Annual 111 School Bulletin, June 30. 19~. (state 
Okl nt 0£ mu tion) • 
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~IE II! 

Total Un..i. ts 

Total Uni to ·00.- uni ts or 
JGricult Economic 

voe. and 

ll78 15 

that 1 am.o economies is roe i ng clo to t t o s much 

ntt ntion .... agriculture; yet both can roooi f, ml a.id. Tllo cur.ri 

cs is incl in the curricu 

Th.oro arc 4.93 hie 1 tl to or oconanics and 

o y 180 ofior ;voe tiona.l homa onanics.. If this condition oxiato 1n 

oconanie · $ t n vrlzy- doon not t lat onsbip oxi t 

i th rogord to ioultw? 

'\10 aloo notic that t co ch 

o ~icul turo and ono nndono ... tldrd t 

ulum mal1X>rs cannot find ·time to of'f' r agrieuJ.t • ll:f.l!).l ~hool o.rit 

io tbl only matooma.ti<:al. :rubjoct that i recoivi ttontion t 

agricult • rtJtlY wond r if' high ochool arit tic is ooi the 

tt ntion that it ooould. 

ell 

Schools of tho 

~ble IV in tl urvey of the fifty 

hools ar located in :ton unti s 

Sc ool aill tin. :r .30. 1945. 



~.i t bl t ll:l the 

a.gricultw:o is be offe d t . cr:rk. t that t beys nre tn1d 

~ of thia opportunity. 

1 ent to uhic-h Asriculture is bei.nB Ott r in t ·tty 
Schools of t:00 Survoy and t Elctent to hi.ch tho ch Sc l 

Boys nro 'lnld c M o this Opportunity 

l 

hich 

1. of boy nrollod during 2148 

2 . '11 rtal nun at boys taldng Vocational " 353 

3. tal 105 

4. 6.58 

5. r cont of boyo Ont"Oll int l 
culturo t tare taldne t .56% 

6. 
42% 

7. Schools offoring Voeational ll 

8. 11 

9. Total n: bor or ocbool thllt d1d not off r e.:cy iaultur 

o ooo that only 22 of tho .50 lx>olo ff d Q1'Y icult soe 

that a boyo had coos to vocstio.nal a icul-

agriculture. 

:fi:f'ty oob:>olo 

that on:cy 6.58 out of 2148 boys onrollod in th 

taldn OBX'icul ture . 4. only 22 oohool ou., or 

tho 50 that off rod any e.gctculturo . 

Tho plll"pOoo ot Tab V o to Wal the a:ttent to wh1 a#iculture 

i b inc taueht . Tho uthor took tho to hools sur ... 

tho q otio ro a :r-cure the re nt a 

a alw"tm. in Table V. 



1. 

2. 

3. 

Ii.. 

5. 

6. 

1. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

T IE V 

Extent to \'l'hich General Jlg!'icultu.re is being Taught in tho Fifty 
Schools of the Survey as a Separate Course and in Related Courses 

Per cent of schools giving an extz·a parioo for laboratory .30% 

Per cent using textbooks alon.e 10% 

Per cent using textbooks plus supplementary material 60% 

Per cent ma.ld.ng own textbook 30% . 
Number of minutes per week devoted to definite agricultural 
problems in ooience or other courses 6 

l?er cent of' total enrollment of boys vtbo are taking the 
related courses 17% 
Per cent of schools offering 4-H Clubs 76% 

Per cent of total enrollment of roys in schools that off er 
4-H Clubs who take it 44% 

Average number of college hours preparation or teachers 
who coach 4-H Clubs 9 

Number of 4-H Club coaches who did not have any college hours 
in agriculture 119 

14 

We see fran the above data that only thirty per cent of tho schools 

o:ffer an extra period for laboratory; that only six minutes per week 

were devoted to definite agricultural problems in t he related courses. 

The boys• only opportunity for agricultural training in tuenty-eight of 

these schools ould be the small amount of training that they rould re-

cei ve in the related courses or in 1~-H Club work. 

We note that 4-H Clubs have reached seventy-six per cent of these 

schools. e conclude that the 4-H Clubs are offering an opportunity for 

more agricultural training. After seeing that the average number of' college 

hours that the 4-H coach had and that nineteen out of the thirty-eight 

4-H coaches had no college training ,. we know that the 4-H Clubs cannot 
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solve tho probl J. 'l 1-n Clubs -od help :rraro. 

som•co. 

Tllo da in 1 b .., I. II. l:tI. lV, and V dofini toly re a lnck of 

intorost in cultural oo.ucation. 

3. WW ,bro A.Jp1.cultu.ral 'lrainin.,~ io lbt 1:gg Ofi'or d in tho 

Oklnhatla rrir.Ji sc lo . 

a . o.GOn given by school suporinton nto. 

The writor int restod in findµie hat tha suporinton nts 

[!,8,Ve son or aons £<Yr not of :pg voco.tionnl 1-

cultut\.;. Thoir r · oona &"O :oocordo4 in Ta.blos VI. 

TABIE VI 

Chief sons for Ibt or£ Vocntional J\et'icuJ.turo as 
n vool d in tho Surv! of the !'ty Old 8h Schools 

1 . have looo t 24 boyli in our high school; thorefo 
o ould ellmi ·tod 1D use of tho c o-r. tho 

state' a vooationnl board. 19 

too a,all. ll 

3. licy is tc 
toac ro on n full t b _e . bich is 

gi. .. iculturo only. 6 

l!-. , iluro to no-cure ve a. vocntio 
oor.t ifi - to • 2 

.S. Othor r oono. 2 

o notice thnt nin ·t n or:i.nt onts g vo cir chiof r oon. 

o . on f!P.VO _ ~ Slf. finance , and oix g :vo th poli d by tho st to -

Vi , tional A$£icul tural _ c ors Teaching ~ .... Vo .... c ......... ..-.....= .::w::.:::.-===· 
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resli"' that a ch b ttor job bo don w n t t chor is a i'u.11 

t• to C r •. 

$ aJ:iould f!P 

limited. 10 knorr that t 

t y ill do tho · nt gqqd. 0£ course this vrill be 

to Thia 1 s furt r vi.done tha.t oomo plo.n io very 

t 1 gh oohool th moro asricul tural 

tar interest din findi why a eour 

culture n not of1) red the chools that do not orror voca.M.onal. 

cbool is too to uo..llfy for vocatio , thon ,m.v is o 

oe;riculttn"O not oi'f'e , o.n altornati otions wore osmd for this 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

Cb.iof R sons ror 
·aled ;;.n tho 

fuund n Tab.lo VII. 

TAB '!;' VII 

fl.old 

thoroforo go al 

17 

16 

l 

3 

ll 

....... ,-...... ,..0 :rl'Otl tb clove ""cliools that offoro.d vocational agri-
o ollrni:n.a m eotting tho :vcr s for tho table above . 
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tic 1n ~ble VII that oov nt---on out of thil·ty• nin"' m.'!)Ol·in-

tc · o:ut.o EJP.v "" thoil• cllit:.f :r: 0.1.:v· • fu~.lt1x- le .;l:.L-.: ... .=.;;;. ..::=== 
w lo in Table v.r. only t fiP.VO tlli .... r · · son. W'v 

kaot1 t at ·the toac · · roquiroman'hc for g:>z~..tl. agricult:.u:·o ~ ... 1a"Uch lnss 

tllall f 'or voca.tian.al u ~ ieultUl'C. ~no uick of t o.c rs :lo th-refol."'e mor 

t it s a re 

Sixtoon suparintondonta vc ao "'ir chioi 1 .... ur.· !' la.cit of fi_ ~CO 

far gonoi"o.1 agrioul ur,3 ic cy littlo. .ost of hl~ ru.i1 ut ls suppl1°d 

by turo and aeqw.:r d at no ccot . 

b. .st in eult1U."1.l educntion. 

Tho purpose. 01~ tl . follmtl?.ig ·wbl- is to rovoal tho intorost ... 

t oohool boys and school ruportnt nto hav~ in o.gctcul-tural education. 



1. 

2. 

'lABLE VIII 

Intoroat r h SChool Doyo and l!}:l School Su;p 
in ~cultul~ &lucation 

lb you think hat a cour 
ould be as profitable ao 

latinf 

Ir you of'ferod a couroo in l culturo. uld 
you :mako 1 t electi for girls? 

YES 

34 

20 

3. Would you of r o. com- in go :ra1 aericulturo if tho 
conditions wero not tis:f'a.ctor.v that you ga in stion 

s 

18 

two 0£ ho q otio · 1ra 30 9 

many boys in your high school would to.kn a: cour 
in semraJ. culture if on . ortorod 
.a. perintoments• opinion as to thi r cont of 

t tal o n wl:r:> uld tako it . 
b . Par · t of' tx>ys who aid bat tboy 

it 

Ib you think that ro teachers and prospecti 
Should take ono tra1n1ng in agriculturo to 
qualify t to t ach a cour l 

6. If you ottorod couroo in naral o,griculturo, u1d 
you molro it an olocti for girl 'I 26 12 

!bto.: Tho ochoola offering vocatio . a£Wicul re eliminate in 
result of t abo questions. 

o noto in Tnbl VII that only three out or tllirty- n.1ne au,perin-

t onts gavo a l ack of stwent int ta bci tho chief' ro n r 

18 

not offo neral agr:-icul. ture. not gave this rar a r n for 

not offoring vocational gricul.turo . 

Tab IV s us that .56% or tho total 

wcationa.l agric turo,. i . e . , hon it is offered nnd lilmwiso ~ Ql'O 

taldng gonere.l a,gric-ul turo in tho schools ro it is oi'tered. V1 ry 
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ldcm do ·nd both vocational and noral iculture 1x:t offi r 

cause tho.t oould bo a du:plica.tion .. 

The perconuige that aro tald.ng !culture wn they havo 

tunity uould oo counted by :uthorities a.a ooine vary good . head or 

tho Vocational .Agricultural Education Dep icultural. 

nd 1 cllnnico.l Coll go• oaid that about fifty per c nt of tb9 total enroll-

IDGnt ttas a. eood avo.r nineo tho ot r :f'ifty por oont ro planning :to 

tor other -vocations. 

o notico in Tttblo VIII that the suporintemonte ostirntod 51% of 

:the boys ould tako course in ge al agriculture if ono ero ofterod,, 

lmt the boys,. hon e.okod ,, roa od with S5% •ycatt . Thorotoro 

cannot ooy tbnt tho lack of cultural tra i.n our hi.Gh schools is 

duo t.o a ck of otudent interest . o also 110tie in ~bl.o V that 44$ 

o· too boys a.re taking 4 Clu ork l n it io orror d • 

.1. s into.root uld grorr 1n !!,Oner· 1 6l"icultu:ro and 4• ll Club work 

if tho instructor had mor training. e from 'l'a.blc V t :t'i:f'ty por 

cont oft 4-H oacl sin tho thirty ight schools surveyed hod no 

cello hour tro.1ni in ao:-iculturo. 

e . F.tnanco in egriculturv.l. education. 

notice ih Tablo VII that thirty- t of the thirty ieht 

superintondonts g va as thoir chi f ronaon .... t ... h.....::fo.=i-luro=-.....:.to ....... =-ura=-... t:;.:::;oa=chc=r~ 

or a lack or finan to eg_uip a lo.bomtP,I71. 

I i obvious to tho ho ha: tnught a oour in go ral 

~iculturo that t cost is no more than aourso in tics. i .o .• 

if th ro sei a acher ttoro qualifi to t oh gricultur . 

oost of oquipping tho laborntory is vory littlo. plo, tho li -

otock andpoultry d in ju.dgin.e cnn bJ obtain in t cammro1ty 1th o 
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co.st. 'l1b grains usod for jurlgi n also be obtainod th no co t. 

Tho level u.ooc1 for rw.mi t lin ... ..,, can b.., obtain · fi"o.m the county 

nt . Tho torial for tho study of plants$ treeo. and insecto in 

furnished by naturo . Any numbor of bulletins can be ooc.ured :f'ro the 

state E:ctension p.:u'tment free of cw~ • !3l.O bulletins a.nd 

s:oould ho use f'or books. Thi I ould liminate t cost or tbs tax 

book. The only thing tbr!.lt tho school noods in order to of~or a cowoo in 

.sen.oral agrioulttll'C that it doel3 not have is a qunlified t a.char. 

suporint ndonto say t t tho a:>st of a co in 'VOCtltional og:ri-

culture ia too high, yet 524 o'f: our ·accredited high oohoole do not offer 

ovon a cour in noral griculture • 

.reDUlt 0£ a {J} ral agr:ic tural couroo might not bo an pr it-

· b as o. course in voco.ticmal . cult duo w lo · qualli'iootions o'r 

tha ·instructor. amp basis o placod on the .noce ity of 

., 

thio cuhjcct . 

Superinwnd.onts · th t t cost of voootional agn.eulturo ia too 

high; yot Table I aho s w havo 18.5 oohools that offer vocati 

ral oe;riculture. 

Iot us furth consider the cost of a vocational agricultural oouroo 

in our h oobools. 

tional Voca.t on • uc t i on Act waimai~oo·d and a.ppr d · bruary 

23. 1917. It pro id f l fund 'b be used for t ... 

nt of ae;ricul tura in c-ondary schools and p.rovi :l. that s ools 

ti c rtain standards zx1 qualificationD for the k hould have 

:part of tho instruotor•.s y re bur d. ction X or this Act stato 
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the provi ons in order to rocoi tho ,noi'ita of' such ap priations for 

I"Vl.OOrs, or dim<,tors. Thoy are as 

folio ta 

That such educnt3.on shall of' lo ·ban coll.ego gro.do d d sig-
nated to !!PO tho n s of' p roons over :rourtoon yoara of a e who have 
ontor upon the ark of t ,., r or of t home that tho State 
or local camn: ty or both shnll pro'rl.d the noc s plont and 

qUipn nt torminod ~n by t · State Jbard. th tho approval of th 
Fa oral Ibnrd ror vocational education. ns a minimum requil'elllOnt ro.r 

cll o u ti Jl :i.n bool .... am clnr. s in the otat ; that too em:>unt 
oxpend A for tho maintonanco or such uc tion in any school or lu ... o 
c~oivill6 th< ... benaf'it of such appropriation ru not bo l ss annually 

t t amoun:t i'imd by tho st ta board ••• • •• 

doral nrd er tod under tho th s Act wa.o di illtin d 

a" such in 19.33 d cona:>lidated undor tho Uni tod states ~ nt of 

Ad.Visory Doar for vocational education and Ee a in an dvis cy capacity 

only . 

Tho Snith Hugb,JD Act has ooon amon d from tima to timn. t last amo ... d-

mant lxdng tho Georgo .. Da ,Act . 

it cted by t S:mato and B::mse of Ranro nt tivea o tho 
Statos of .. ax l in Coz:igro ... AsMmblod that for t he purpo of 
vidi.ns for the :f'urthor d velo:rmant of vocational education in t 

ral stato and torri t.orieo thor is hereby uthor "" d to oo ap 
priated tor tho f'ioc:u your rogi July l ,. 1937. and an.nuaJ.4r t re-
aft • the o:r $12. 000. ooo i dod that the oavoral states and 
tarritori aa aball bo roquircd to t<}h by atato or local £undo or both 
50 per cont of t . appropriations authorized under tl10provi .... iono of 
this section until Juno JO, 1942, 6o • eontum of t an<li DB J'uno 
.30. 1943, 70 per tura for tho y o Juno :30 , 1944., 80 per con.tum 
for tlw y J 30~ 1945. 90 por can ending :ru.no 30. 1946 
a.nd rum ly tharoaf'ter 100 par cont\ of t a tiona autborimd 
under tho proviaions of thia ctio • Ono third of thin ch yoo:r 
shtill be allotod to too Bta.toa am territories in tha proporti on that 
their f P9J)ulation b ors to tho total ,:1 popul,.o.tion of the United 
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stat ... n c.nd :t rr .... tori s cc dint; to t 11. S . laot ,.,cedil\';; 
th~ end of tho fiocnl y n ch aey ... uoh allottoont is do nnd 
" _. 11 , ·xt r r t aJ •5.o. and necessary tmvol oxponsos of 
teachers, cuperviooro. d~ctoro of agrieult l ubj t in 
s Dtat.. oorri torioo. • 

tha con tent ot the Goargo- Doru1 " t t 10 - -Y i.s. 

allot-~ tt> th.a &i;tttca nd 1.T_ rlec in proport5.on that t ir f 

d of o · tiollcl , ucati<m. bas th<.. re.sponsibil-

ity o distributing thin ney to t ,, oua hool districts. 

farm papu.1.etion in 

and tho allotmont of an :f'Unds £or the bi . um 

o.a 1.0Vrn in T. u o IX. 

TAB!.E 

Oarn.parison oi' Allotment 0£ doral li\lnd fora and Mtor t 1940 

Allotmont do a.c- Salarien and Taacbor 0 w.ario and Toochor 
co.rd .,. to tho 1 :.rtration Training M.r.!ni.at tion Troi 

1930 census $87. 7.56.5.5 $6 .531 .13 i.26 ,795 -~ $6 ,9 rt .26 
1940 e w 76 ,3113 .~ 5,944.8~. l.14,801.13 5.435.76 

$ll, Iµ3 .30 $ 586.29 11,994.74 $1~.551.SO 

Tb stnto appropriated far tho bi nni J'uoo 30 , 1945. $52.650 

snlario of · a bora o vocational ae;riculturo 

admir.dstrotion. t furth.01.• provid d the s o1" $25, 000 be d only 

2 Ibid . -
par nt of Education, '.Iw ntioth Bionni.al .Report, 1944. p. J.42. 
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for matching salaries of such teachers in nevr departments . 

The total snount of money available , state and federal, was not 

sufficient to reimburse school districts for one-half the amount spent 

for vocational agricultural teachers' salaries and the State Board for 

Vocational .Education was £creed to prorate the funds . They prorated the 

funds on the basis of tho percentage tba'li the faderal and mate :f'unds are 

to the local f'unds expended f or salaries of reachers . 

From the above data we can ooa that it is important to keep the ooy 

on the fa.rm or the rural populat ion :from decreasing not only for the gener-

al welfar-e of the colmtry but because of more funds for vocational agricul-

ture. 

Th.is policy of distribution again is not giving the an.all rural high 

school equal opportunities because it is more difficult for the .stnall hi gh 

school to raise the necessary local funds for matching state and federal 

funds . 

We see no provision in the Snith Hughes or George-Dean Acts that dis-

criminates the small high school but the ft.mds are limited; therefore the 

funds must be distributed to the communities where they v1iJ.l do the most 

good . Tb.is of course eliminnto"' the small high oohool :from the benefits 

of thi$ program. This probl em could probably be more effectively solved 

by school consolidation but that will ~ake several yea1·s to · lve the 

problem by that method . 

The cost of vocational ugricul ture mems to be the c ' ef excuse for 

curriculum r:ia.kers not offerin it . t us see i t heir excuse is justified. 

A. study was made by Petry W. Reeves. 4 He fotmd that. only one per cent of 

4 Perry W. Reeves, A Digest of the Development of Industrial F.ducation 
in the United states. Federal Boardfbr Vocational F.ducaUon, Mu-ch 1932. 



nt for education an sp nt :for vocatio al oducation. It is 

n ccount i t · on of' .... .i: t t t p'Orox-

toly niMty per cont r our pop tin, gainfully loyod. is ong d 

in n-pro.fonsion ocoup tions in i.ndturtry ,. agt·ic ture, oo rec and 

cl :fox v cuti ao:-1 ,ultural education. 

t:lrtl -s tl coat of vocational aC,ricult to the COC1lllWli ty 

is . van a roa. on for not offorln i · • Thia i.... conoidorod frot1. th 

standpoint of tho toto.1 solur,J paid tho i1wtructor pJ.us nny oth :r dopart-

l: ttn"ll.S and tho hol ding pom: of vooationo.l UG"icu.1tur, 

In 1932 a ztuey5 mio mad<,; in j:proxin toly .55 r nt oft depart-

monto. i n 1 rth Ibk.ota to tomine oomo o th c oto f' v cut:tonal agri• 

<nlture . The cozto or baood on too Gill:>Ullt of s:1.la.ry pai by tho local 

diatl."iet to :tho inatructor after tho fo<laral , iil uw uct d. The o.vo 

omou:o.t -of. lo.t'y :paid by tho di.:ltr ct-0 fo'!' too 

s $653.30. Tho clnl returne or po1+-.fi • l f practice 

t1 n i;h.0 ex 'l'his 

van 1£" ro discarded ... othoi• 

• Tho Jm:portnnc of .Agricultural 100.ucntian 

Accord to thl> &i·t;a. cu.rod by tl , doral l:bnrd for Vocational 
&iuoot.on -ror 0. Ol:'1.0Cl 1917• 1922, ·:;ho_ro \'Tat'O a "l . [3% uf .... 11 high 
achool nts nrollin,a in high oohool . loavi u mortali ty of 
3?. ~ . Of ·1;1 vocn tio l ac;i.•ic " tUI o rr.u<\ -ii,"' 8.J . llod, 
reduc the rta.l.1ty of: thi s group to 16 • .31.6 

~ 
:> Cook, op. cit • • p . ll. 

6 
Ibid. , p . l3 . 
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F.ran tho data it is oasy to concludi w t off ct vocational as:r:1.

culture h.aD upon tl mortality of high school atudonta. o do not havo 

t a good coll:t'S in gonoral agz.-iculturo would bavo on t 

holding pooor or studonts. but if it proporly taught ot deny 

t fact that it would r.iake a l!F · t contribution to tho holding p r . 

school administrator ahould be intoro tad in roo-thoda that will in

Ct'ease the holdi:DB po r of the high school. A stuay as ma.do of the 

nunb r o£ students dropping out or school and tho rosults aro recorded in 

bJ.e x. 



Year 

1922~192.3 
1923-1924 
1924-192.5 
1925 ... 1926 
l<)26- l9Z7 
1927-1928 
192 1929 
1929- 19.30 

19.3 1931 
19.31-1932 
1932 ... 19.33 
1933-1934 

1934- l9~i 
1935-193 
193 1937 
1937-1936 

1938 

Col: I 

4' II 
It III 

1f IV 

T. X 

lbldi wer or 01',.lah High C! hools 

13. l.4. 15. 16s 17. and 20th nnial 
Roport of tho Sta.to Sup rinton nt of Public 

Instruction St to of Okl.u.uuruu 
Yoor • Juno 30, 1944 

Grade I II III - -
l l29. i99 100. 0 
2 11.196 ~ -9 3 73,674 .8 
4 12.m 55.7 

~ 65. 918 50.0 
60 ,120 46.3 

7 51,830 39.9 
8 48,248 37.2 

9 37,289 28.7 100. 0 
10 30, 8o6 23.7 82.6 
ll 25,075 19 • .3 67.2 
12 21,780 16.8 58.4 

u. s. Grad toe l(J,f1'16 14.7 51. 2 

Coll 
abnan 9 ,408 7.2 ~ -2 

S>pbomo 6,2.41 4.8 16.7 
Junior 4,561 3.5 12. 2 

·or 4,174 3.2 ll.2 

oholor (JrO s 3 ,806 2.9 10. 2 

- number of pupils enrollod in ch gr-ado 1n tho 
Oklahana 

2 

..lL 

69,814 
50,314 
50 • .562 
48.007 
47,ll9 
4.5 • .570 
44,061 
40,720 

35 ,588 
30,046 
24,466 
19,797 

choola of 

- per cont of first grado pupils found. in each suco soiv year · - r cont o~ high oohool froslm:m :fcund in oach successi vo 
yoor 

- number of);>upil enroll din ch &rado in tho schools or 
o~ rm: 194.3-1944 t 

Tho abovo data show th.at the hol power of our high chools is 

very poo. • Only thirty- n per cont of th:> ... o enroll in tho first 

~ finish too ighth grade, and only 51. 2 par cont of 1ho who onroll 

in ninth grado fini 1 high school . e that 2. 9 por cent or thom 



only 10. 2 of thooo onrollod in t ninth G['ado :roceiv. d oholors• 

a kind oi' rovi io of tho eurricul iB 'Vitally naaossary. Thi 

quoation o curri<ml ravioio i . 'Aw st 

this tbom.s ill approach thio problac. only in r gard to agricu.ltu:rol 

educe. tion. 

Will i Bernard Wy, tt de study of tho basic co.use or Oklahoma 

• 1 ocb:>ol ento le viDB high hool in 1938. 7 states that "15.3% 

ot tho boya alld l}i.5% or tho g1.rls ~ not amugh pr3:ctical cour • 

of tho principal oaus for st nto droppi out or sdlool . 

culturG uas o of tho subj cts that tho pupils indica th.o.t they nte 

but did not have tho opportunity to Dtucly 

camparioon, ll .8% of' tho tudonta oxpre d their oon for droppi out 

of school as diseatis.f'iod rd th tho subject ta.ken. Sovernl teach rs 

oxproa d tho boll t tba.t if moro pr ctical cour re of'forod. the 

holding po r or tho high oo ool uld greatly inc a.sod .. 'nlO major• 

i ty of tl students otudiod 

of tho pua,il lQ h.a.d dl,op 

at f ult. 

ro tho opinion. A tottll of 47. 4% 

fra:'l t :rolla indicated t t school a. 

Value of !cultural Educati on for its or to Ibld 
the tim Boy on t liarm 

all roa.li.zo tbo.t thoro is at pro nt fl QOO.t ixmdenay for boyo 

to leave the i'al'lll nnd k omplo;ymont olsowharo . lo as a ha 

andit on. all poopl dopond mor on tho ll.er number , o aro 

ll planned cou,r in a&ticul.turo ll bolp to op 



tho rural boy on tho fa.rm. ~ doral o:r Vocatiolllll .AgL"i<Julturo 

mo.de surveyo of fomer stud nt of voco.tional iculturo in forty- soven 

states in 1932 d c d tho follo . r, c , 8 

f De•••• ••• • ••••••••••• • • 63w8% 
In rolatod occupution.o •• •.. • ... • 5.5i 
Innon-rol.atod occupations •.. .• • 19.9% 
In a.grioul tural collo s . . . . . . . . 4. 
In no agriculturo.l colleges. .. . 6. 7% 

ono 01" morn ye s or inotrttetion in vocational agriculture . The 

l th 

indi " te th larg3:r porcon .... ot students w1 th . grio· tural tr ini 

ong d in 115t"icultural ror, . 

'11hin o uc\Y sh:) tho ogr.icult l sto.tuo or t oe formar tud ts. 

ao follow a 

1 . 3.6% 
2 . 13.2% 
3. 5.8% 
4. 32.8% 
.5. 6% 

above dato. indicato that the la.rgoat :roont partners 1n 

t ir agr-lcultuml 10.rk. Thi coru1i t.1o.n is a good indication that t y 

toor study o ma.do by .. ~ r 9 in l <J2lt. rovonli the tollor4 ng <la : 

l . F.rorl 60- 7.5 per cent ot t students given wcational cultural 
inotruction not in nGL"'icultura.l ark. 

2. ~ voe onnl. c~ o:f 1culturo i.n the stateo o~ 
and nnoylvnnia are send.1.D{:; from ton to tuonty t· o ao large a 
portio of t ir studo.nto d.irectl.y into f Ql."Illing as d tho a a e high 
school.a. 

3. The m 1ty rato i'or etud.onta 1n vocational ¢ ulture iD only 
t fifths ns groat as th mortall ty rato for all high school stud ts. 

4. Part • ... hip int st 1.a incro si or tb.o otudent.a r ported 
on farms in 1915, twenty-ni r cont 1"0 claooed f a . 4rb.1.s 
fi j d to i'ifty per -0 t in 1921. 

8 · o.ro.l .!bard for Voco.tiom.1 • uea.tion. Bullotin 82, 1932. "Ef'fecti 
no of' Vocational uootion in llgri<rnltura." 

9 ~ ., :pp • .5r.: :59. (Bulleti n 82 , May 1923 ) 
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Vocation.al troinin onr.ries dofini to ooonam.c value . arronl-0 de 

stttQy of 57.J £, 

follom.na ~ , 

1·n i t.rampld..ns County, l • York. lJd rocord.o t 

TAB!.Z _X! 

Eco.oanic Valuo Vocatio.,.'1lll Trainµl3 

rat labor 
Education lml:'mars In 

Att ndod district 
iool. .39a $318 

Atte.ndod hi hool 16.5 622 
J."a than h1sh mhool 10 81~7 

Si o schooling 1.o a ooloct_ proeo ...... ., 1t i not .o.l ~o oat to 

h much or tho in.arc sod inc to voen ticmnl. or other training; 

hooovor, figures and data :van by orrcn car.r;y- Btro implications that 

f'i.nito oco C vaJ.uo . 

:Erora tho abovo -ta VTo 

c tu:ro tlnt is ff :i.: in our high ... oolc to i.o t due ~o lack 

of t~ ig;pgrtance of .oG'("icultural dueation. 

• The .sch.col adruinistr--,;1tor' s part in agrioultUI'tll oducation 

, notice t t tho tw.o chi r SU. intend-

e s tho survoy £or not oN'eri more gt"icul tural. training we.re (l) 

lo.c.li: or fin.a.nee , (2) lo.ck o qualifi a. t acl rs. 

th.at tl: · y out f iSh: uporintondonts d that t -y uld of:tor 

10 81'.A'n'A'l"t aru1 Oot:man, ~chWB ,ooricultural y;ooations p. 16 • 



cow:· ~cultuz r tl eon t:to t satiofo.ct 

'r1blo VII! · t ' i-t~ - !"our out of tlru.--ty ... ight rint ndonts 

~ id llint n co Lt" , :Ln fP .ral agricultu would 

course 1n nlgobro. or l.atin. Th1rty• .scvon oi' tJ 

s profi blo as a. 

thirty-e gh.t super-

intoJldontn :nid o.t r.iorc t e rs nd roopoct ,re to chers shouJ.d at 

aat t.nl:c l.1£9.1 tra.ini in ugricul turc ix> q l fy th.am to t ch a 

couroo in · cul turc . 

Thi c;ro po~ s.: rinto nt 

agtj.cul t'l.ll'tl.J. oducatio11. but thoy 

th.ooo superintend nta die tod 

to 

t t y 

the importance of 

or 
0 for tho Sto.to 

partmont o..t:: Edu.cation to take th initintivo . proper ottic-ials to 

take t initiative in tho oolut on of' this probl · • a I it. aro the 

school nistrotor • o do you st pose thnt ooei ty nll hold ;r sponD• 

iblo .fo7! tl oolution or this probl it it n ot tl och.ool strator? 

ton.chera :ro ovi .rlo d d and ovorv or1~ .a, o 

t t m.11 ortnken o t all. ro is a bottor p c · 

to tort t ~ the cu:r-riculum.'1 

"" schools in a ctill cling to t) , t1,iditional curriculum. 

They offer £or tho fronhmrul, bra I, Ci vies nd Okla 

r story, and , ral Sc-ie o . ~ o mpb.anor t y otter English II, 

Plane G try. n I .., t ory, anc Industrial Googl .... pby . lbr t junior 

they oN'i Jmcli h II!, Problem.a of r.ica.n racy. Jmr tho senioro 

tlloy otter ?Sl,ia IV and e l!XlI history. Thor io r y li ttlo vnrl• 

nt. o fron. y to yonx. Th students nok for tl oppo1"tuni ty to utudy 

wcationa.l ag;rlculturo. art. 

togr.a l:zy • -eyp • t • ndministr.1tor Ct.lY that :fur '1Brious :ro: so 

suhject• ntio but i o otudo11.· ll study 
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ho rl b Gt vo11 · diplotla. aft :i: fo yoar 

oi &.Jt aJ , that i • i h letc ... l:do · rk ooti ctorily . student 

yield to too prow ure :fi"'Ofil µurw ·s m ci ty and om-oll . 

.• .rmklo Oil hri 1;1.1 , i 

s 3lll.O tho first t:> obj ct to 

t na.tT0'\7 tr.· di tional curri cul • The i':trs·t aee;d s th result 

Ilia Wll• 11 yauth !'or t 1r rosponm .. 

rul i o t. In .njmnin J.hnklin rs lotter to tl Scllool board 

rie , . r to 

comron.tion i..., o.ltogct r b:ld . tl opposito oxtr 1 bad. 

Tho trtlcli tion.al curriculum nod fJ." t purpo It pi~obably 

s.t r its d. 'but t d 3.C n.ot 

tic.,. and scienco is a tter :ti ak f a.r coll today , but 

thiu only provoo 0110 thin[; - t t · student ha cuporior oc stio 

ability. !i l not su;pori pti tudo ho ve:i:e uld ha c .. 

plot d t ., proooriuod co " of otu.ay. nut ii' tho collogo.s: t to :t'im 

cut o.oou.t scho r,-tie ptit c, t y can do so nuch more si~ and qµ i ckly 

they could by givi t stud nt cour in hat 

co.ll a ml.ids. Tho hieh oolx>ol does not bolo 1x> tlJ.o. col.loge. 

If I :i: to !ll. ~ one basic c uso for too lo so of oo-condary 

duca.tion to "ju::it tho .curri ulum to nJO<W .of to ~ I 11 ou.ld not 

s:zy the t pa:t nte. but th 

nistrntor 

ll 1rinldo, iUi nnd Gilobri • nooort s . • eonilnq •. uea.tion 
.,.:;.f_or ___ A._:ie=rl_crui=--=-c.r_.~_e..._,y. p . lJ.4. 
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of bein different , i.e. , afraid of public opinion. Also i ndifference 

on tho part of the teachers is a/ cause . The tea~hers will say , "! spent 

years of time and a lot of money in preparing to teach i n my fields, why 

should ! discontinue this course or subs i tute ~other. j st oocause there 

is J8Sa n eel for it today'?.. Wrinkle and Gilchrist12 express this idea 

by canpari the curriculum to a circle w:t. th seven pointa, as follows: 

(l Nm curriculum.; (2) teachers prepare for new courses of study; (3) 

collcgoo and accrediting agencies dignity the new subjects; (4) social 

and economic conditions have changedJ (5) teachers are not prepared for 

tbe nevi subjects; (6) parents and. publ:i.c opinion will state that the pres-

ent subjects were good enough for them, therefore they are good enough 

for the present; and (7) the school is no lo:nger meeting the needs. 

Orata R3drotl3 says: 

We take a step forward when we teach princ ples and generalizations 
primarily and facts secondarily, but if the :principles are merely 
m ,orized, there will be no transfer from the clase..room to the 
so-eial Si tu.ation. The various subjects of the curriculum cannot be 
expected to result in an automatic transfer to the social situation 
that confronts th.a child unless by proper teaching and organization 
of these subjects they can be made a way of life aoo re so used by 
the child . This is called h'umanizillg education. 

In 1940 the American Youth Commission. in cooperation with the 

American Institute of Public Opinion, sent out a questionnaire to a cross-

section of the United States represent· the adult population. The 

question was: Ib you think our p:cescnt high school curriculums are planned 

merely f'or students who are going to college or for those who are not 

going to college'? The results were: College, 34%; for both, 39%; for 

those not g:iing to college, 8%; 19% did not answer. 14 

12 Ibid ., p . 117 . 

13 Orata Pedrot, "Transfer of 'l'rainin and Educational Pseudo Science", 
Mathematics ~~. XXXIII (May, 1935), p . 265 . 

14 Wrinkle and Gilchrist, op. cit. , p . l.J..4. 
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fran t bo stuay tba oxu._y 8% ot t 

quootio d in t United St d t t otn' pn,oont currioul 'Ii 

propar tho student ~ar lire• ob o. TllOI'e ot rs would 

traditional curricul on ·tho bani t t th subj ct ill 

or t us. 

0 nn. 

TA.DIE XII 

- 5.5 9.0 9.5 .3.1 .9 
28.9 .3 1.0 47.1 65 .5 

10.5 15.9 l.8.4 6.o l . 

10.3 24.7 :w.o 3.5 1. 2 

10.7 15.9 J.6 .1 7.2 2.7 

u .7 17.5 10.6 7.6 3.2 
.4 1.0 .6 . l . l 

1.7 1.6 2.2 l .6 . l 

3.6 1.5 6.6 1.4 .4 
l o. 8 • .3 1. 0 17.3 21.9 

5.1 5. 4 7.0 4.4 21 
not roport a. .8 .9 1. 0 .7 . .s 

100.0 100. 0 100. 0 100. 0 l! o.o 
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TABIE XIII 

Occupation of Females 14 Years and Over. Enployad (EK:cept on Public E:nergency 
Work) for Oklahoma. March 24-30, 1940 (F.rom United States Census Report) 

All Males Okla.City Other All Rural Fann 
and Tu1sa Urban Rural Only 

NtUnber in each ll.:t'ouo 128.616 hl. .h. '17 h.7.20(} 19.9'50 15.6o2 
Oecunation Per cent Per oent Per cent Per cent Per cent 

Professional and semi-
professional workers 17.4 11.6 16 .8 24.3 20 .5 

lmrm.ers and fa rm 
managers 2.4 . l .l 7.7 19 • .3 

Proprietors, managers & 
officials. Eltc. rnrm 6.3 5.6 6.5 6.8 2.3 

Clerical, sales, and 
kindred workers 28.8 36.9 30.3 17.5 10.5 

Craftsmen, foremen, and 
kindred workers .6 .8 .5 .4 .2 

Operatives and kindred 
workers 5.8 6.8 7.8 3.7 2.3 

Domestic serviee workers 20.5 20.9 20.6 19 .5 20 . 9 
Protective service workers .o .o .o .o .o 
Service workers, Ex:c. do-

rn.es tic and protective I 14.3 16.0 15.5 ll . 2 6.1 
]arm laborers and fore-
men l.8 .o . l 5.5 13 .5 

iaborera, except farm 
and mine .4 .3 .5 .4 .3 

Occupations not r eported l.7 l . O 1.3 3.0 4.1 

Totals 100.0 100. 0 100 . 0 100. 0 100. 0 

There were 658 ,139 men and women employed in Oklahoma in 1940. Of 

these, 222,050, or 33.7%, were farmers or employed on :farms, w.bile only 

..51,646, or 7.8%, were listed as professional or semi-professional workers. 

In the rural districts over 80% of those em.ployed were in some agri-

cultural work. The small, rural secondary schools. however, require all 

pupils to take subjects designed. to train for the professions - especially 

teaching and engineering. 

In the rural districts less than ..5% of the people f!P to college and 

yet the <10llege entrance subjects dominate the secondary school curriculum. 

.-' 
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• th 

oducati and cultural training in nusic .a ort. 

onsily fall into aro1rl:p or cort in DUbject . rtain mot iods 
ot teacbinB if t in thCEDOl a tho I¥l ot education. lf 

ducntion is to be o:t roal aervio to £; lifo and to c:nilaren. 
tlll.st to be d by traditional subject and procodures. and 

build our somolo on tho esoontial db f tho eountrysi and th 
aoun cldld. • . • • d of milllona o'f dollnr or taxpa.ye • 

ey arc goi -nto schools t t • o not d ro.tiooal institution.o at 
llll but :cy a spec o of jail for k pi c ldran in order ro:r 
fo houro t only muot the school 1,ro it pupils 

e tllld kill. it must in ny . t this lo:.u-ni into 
by tho children o.nd by tho :unity .15 

lS u.s.n.A. Yearbook, 1940, Pl>• 103.3- 1040. 



CHAJ?T,, m 

now CAN rn LOQ\.L .um gr. .6 POUCIES ElJ: JtJSJ.'ED so THAT Tm: 
MIGil SCHOOL OIJRR!CULUM ~w ... mnE l EARLY THli: P.RES!i!Ill' 

t~ OF AGR!OUIJI'ORAL EDUC.A.TIO,~ 

l . l: tiona.l ucation sociation• o 1.anl 

cill for •organi tio11 of' t curri cul . It calls 

f ~ :ro a.otietl anil. vooo.tionnl subjocts. This pllln ould organize it ... 

cu.rricul aro major aro :mi;hol.1 thun o.i"Ound mibjocts. 

ould be (1) devolo1>iM a oitizo , (2) huildill!; health 

I ~h. (.3) o::tplortng pormnal into sts I¥1 abilities. (4) prepari 

for ocoupn.tion, (5) d lop porsonal intorosts am pti tudem, (6) 

to .. 
Su.b-jcets but tbe major 

s arc kept 1 fore t · pupil and choro at all. times . Groat 

t1ould 1J placed on oloctive cour Os all or t functional in naturo . 

Tho ct-u.dent ould bJ oducat d ns a oon::ru.mor, voter, at¥l ould loam th 

bo ~-nnins of a tro.d.o or ocaupation. Tho 

dju tocl to oodorn society. ~1turo f, ,rs ould ::.'tudy o w ctions 

of. biology• C otry . and botru>;y hich ould help t rk . 

Thio pla.n .ould v:trtmll,y abolish a.}:eobra 

thn.t th oo oti.bjoct oorva no 'Wlaful purpoo :for the eighty per cent or tho 

otui nto ho do no go to coll o. Inatoad. th would lo ~ loo.,nts of 

aocounti and tho u.so or a c nulnti 

. c.ollese prop tory 

lass mat tics and scionco . ould tako moro oooial studies, moro 

l 1 tional ~ oci t n of e.! condary Sc ol Principles. ttp for 
1 Youtl1" . and Life 1;Mazina, 1hrvnrd Plan rn :Pltm 1'. A.pi"il 

22,. 1946, p . 89. 
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peysi d ation and vocational cour, s .A. - coll :c pro tory 

ntua.cnt uJ.d o'l)ell L'lOro 'tiro.1.. in t ocial. , oo ti onnl an plzy-Dic 

ed cation subjects t . I! :i.oh attd th aoi-on s. 

I th1 tho plan c zted ic practical a ey pa.i-tn of it coulcl 

and obould h:? d otratoro ru:- ... of holpille to oolvo 

th prohl t t I n discus .. '1"11.:i. program r cznj. ( ) 

illdividu.nl di:rforo o-. (2) tt student ho.a c hoi in hat studios. 

(3) the student loo.ma y act o riencos. (4) it i th studon: 

doe t o to colleep b tte opportunity to pro~ :f'or hia future 

occu tion. Axr:f ~Jg;i.-am that rill acl ovo t :r.our bj ctivos ill 

bott.or tllan our p t tradi tio colli f!i prepare.to~ pa.ttern. 

Tho one t l that the dr:d.niotr tor 1lUOt dofin:1 toly gusrd ai~t 

1n tho mort:'cP,,.l.l,l.il[j,_~t1on o'P. tho curriculum i.s to bo suro not to c;o to tho 

oxtr l duea ion is q ll;y o.s importcmt . 

Benjamin 

os::,pey in rica. ga Wl thi arning whon ho 

that tho traditional curriculum s a.lto thor 

i qu.al.kr ao bad .. 

ctical oohool of phil

d , •I am ot arguiJlB 

d, t oppo to oxtr 

progre oivo school 081: 

:posaibUi tioo to t pttpils. Tho ot 

olution of oneprojoct and bo:foro ho 

todny pro nt too 

nt•o att ntion 1.., di oted on t 

:f'ini od it , hi intorosts 

allo d to focus on anothor projoct . can ily G hat llll3 baPY-··

in fostori vocational to tho countrie t t havo o to th oxtr, 

odu tion. 

2. D. C. Intosh' s Plan for So1ution 

D. C. ! lntosh (Denn of tho Gr: dunte School of cl.a 

cultural and 1 C'oller._,e) . ha~ ouczootod a p for cUL'Ticulum. 



con ~ tion ro hi.ch a cti 1 . 

'WJi J. t 10 t tl.P pr\.,io:mt eds of agrlcult'Ul"al 

education. s plan 1ould gi the ·,up .., ,ho do not so to <:ollo a 

better opportunity to prep , ox ·l.hoir wcations. 'l'bio pl.'ll1 is lilJe 

T!mo 
9,00 

l sOO 
to 

2,30 

2 ,30 
to 

lpOO 

i i 

etmRICUL -1 OR A ~~1.1.,.1.., JlIGII SCIIOOL 

(El cti ) 

}Di cult 
I nomic 
Induotrial Art 
fume 

Sptllliah 
try 

e 10 

qui nta. 
v. ~ . 

tug. dit .. 
VI. 

Ckun • 

( • c·tivo ) 

bra 
.Af?."'iculturo 

t 
•concmic.a 

Industrial Art 
1Dic 
t . Scio o 
nioh. 

Play 

vt. 

b lo ! 

12 

(El ctivoo) 

bra 
.1\gric t 
Art 

a try 
tural Sc nc 

~Sl 
Playo 
Litoraturo 

ial S-ttw.ie.s 
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CORRICU!..UM FOR man.. llUR.AL man SC.IOOL 

Thi• is a O)D.solidutod J. ith f' 70 to 90 enroll d in be high 

hool. .Loos t ten por nt oi" raduo.tes in tho pa.st t · n yearn 

havo tt ed tl.11¥ college or un1vor ity . Thor oro four high school 

acl l'" • 

Ge l Edu tion ox Coro CUl'l"iculum: 

l topica above tho dividitte l 

and praotico. ttod,. or ot ro ad od to ttm 

0£ stur.1ontu, oo uni:ey. state , d nation. The topic to b o in-

U£1od · oolectGd by the ot d nto., tho chor-s . and o hor int· restod 

rals in tho 

ourriculum ou-tlino re£or to t. ::b n Cardi. nal Prin.-cipl t I • qlth 

ety, II - Citizenohip d o:t'ld Good ti.ll, III - stel.-y o.f Tools 

her~ Pt V • Vocational and 

topi s u.:..loeto ia gi wn on pacon 

1.3 and l4 0 rouroo Uni . 
'I- - tio ' uc tJ.OU ' oo i tion, 1201 

t u •. • . c. 

Oonrmmi ty portio1pation Id ra.ctic t· lati w tho top c studied 

y ll..! .13 . 

thin cu:. iculum J'.vvi and for 

be t i 1 0,.1 tio .. 

~inrr to tho outline balr o:.. t stuclontt i« ol ctive. 

Students rrl th tbo .ru:!aiatanco o:r to c'l.Ors o.n.u p• u ts ore to u, ct t 

... 'Ubject thoy arc to stud; aw: t aool<lv 1, yo \ tho ruojcc 

ovor., ch 



tudont i to t suffi ont or. c to koop him buoy durin" the t:ltno b 

is 1 m l ~ bDt of this tudy ill ho in · vi.dual st dento may 

:t difi'oront mtes in tho s cubjoct .. stu.donta may spend po.rt 

or tbair tine orldne; on 'topics. iosuos, or subject not in tho school 

t study and activities b oarri d an · 

oconanics ._ industri urto,. litoraturo. uuo c. natural 

·On:J 1na ~wr ,. suporvi oo. tho otu.dy ot i•c..l • bj ct:5 in o.no roan 

at tho no til:no . Tho ontiro p~ is to bo lastic. 

t school 

3. atod Plans by Okl.abotla .. 1cultural nnd l.bchanicu.~ Colle 
cul ty bo:ra 

nolidati 1' or 1 hieh schcx, ... a · w. t 01·:L' ri.og o£ 

w• tio 

b. char traininc inoti tut!o11S nt:ronui.ne tile to 

of :.l[;ricul tm.--al eduoatio ... 

of tlio aroa served by 

their Gcl100l oo i ,t£:rnii tho objactivos of tho t.:cliool . 

d. A u lit d:;J by ccoool :i • • i1..-trator.s of t , oc ,.:t tiono 1"oll0i70d 

• icul tur 1 c npoctablo :r.n high 

iold trip 



,co.Uogo eom•mJJ in D.(:;t'it::ultur,). 

g. School ~Juli:ttictl"'-d.tors m.cot;Jrl.zill[:; tJ10:I; at&'t'i<nllture is o.s 

:lrn;portant as TI.lmlY of' ·ea1 otltel· eou1•000 r1h.te1:t O;l.'o of:ro~c.l. 

h. Zlm State Depm•tz,Jal'.!:L t>f Iilducati.011 m:1pha1Gizin,g; nt~icultu.t"d.l 

ed.}!CA~Mon:. 



Ep.stioo Qmditions in AP.rioulturo.l Education 

achoo ti on.al 

aericulturo. and ono· hundred off r gen tl&1,"iculturo . 

This noons t t iXt.v' r cont of our high school.a are 

ccrodi ted ae;r-icultu:r . 

and !'arty-nino ac dite high ool.s or.for more 000 unit . i -

culturo is. ar t bottan of :tho list a to the n er of uni.to in agri

cul turo ottorod canpared to tb:l othor subj etc offer d in the high school 

currieul • 

ln t schaolo that offo d ral cultu:ro Olll3 thirty per c nt 

coll p ation :tor tho t 

hours; yot e vo v ry f • o can ot th.on:d.ll:1J::r 1·0-

quir nt .. 

Tho onl3 nl tive plan to t ho o of agricultural 

odu tion ry ch tt tio i t 4-II Club ork. 

nt. of tho ort d 4- ll Club o:rk but th 

hour of 4-Il Club co c 

minute d vot to direct agricultural prob 

other oouroo Thi concl:u.aive ovido thnt a lo.ck or 

into oxisto in 0 

PhY: bre :Agricultural r:r.rowoo 1 bt ipR 
Oft od in tho Oklo.homa Snail lliPJ1 Sc lxx>l 

luro to rocure to ehors and t:OO lack of i'innnco tl10 chi f 

ntandents; x t tho d ta als that 
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c.hool cour (vooational griculturo) 

rty-throo nt o tho 

ts 

:toey for ttOlael!'al 

ve tho finnn to oquip a. l bar .. 

icultur .. Tho icult'l 

kn.a that ll . 

inter n of boys and suporint nts re n quate. In tho 

schools a,cr1cult off rod, forty- ni J.)Jr cent or tho b::,ys 

ro onrollod 1n this nubject . Thirty- four out of thirty- nino ou rin-

monta d that · course in £1.BI'ic turo would bo pl"<>i'itahlo and thirty 

out of thirty- nine s rintendonto d that tl y rould o-rtor a cour it 

tllBy ha qualifi d tnao or , and fl.llllnoo 

~ c tlnt co t of' tiOlltll a ioul ture io too high; y t 

do.ta in this ch sh s tl t only OllO per cont or all £Undo o t for 

cd tion nt on oaational od.UClltion nnd tbnt loss than ont.-third 

. t 'llY sp t for tion.al aduca.tio a spont for vooati 

~cul turnl du tion. otllor cd t t too vor. annunl 

salary paid by district for OBrlculturo.l instruction only $653 .30 . 

If tho import azxl luon oi d from. acricultuml 

c t claim tmt tho cost is too high. 

furthor a.nnlyais of . ta round vanlo that tho o chief" 

r sons n by suporint to for t offori mro ioultural train-

i t chief' nso a. but c ndary .. 

ft aead c or tradition.al aurri 

rintondoots and other o.ff'icialo mju 

do 0£ agricultural odu tio • o 

,Al,4,IJ.- n School Bulletin rcr 1945 the cad 

ll high school.a .. 

arc : (1) tho p val neo 

(2) the laok of 

the curriculum. to et the 

from the study of' the 

c subjects dominant. 
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n the- :tradition-

al eurri um boo " · of· :it& value in t transfor or leo.r or 

propar tion or utud t £or pro.fi ssional s · • proi"esaionol jobs. 

'l"bD aul m can tllr 1. a pxoo sr. or ducation. 'Ihio 

in cu.rrtculum adju.suoont st first recoi d by t ool 

dm1nist:rato.r am l ha t rospon ibil1ty of oolll the id to tho 

people. 

of Ap;tj.cultural , ucp,tion 

I tional m · tion sooiation• plo.n \'X>uld gi an oPI>Ortlllrl.~ 

e;r-.teulturnl t . This pro tho dvantage of" 

t M.ona.l. currJ. cul in t t 1 t w the student a. c i e i n what 

student l.en.rno b~ et e e e • nnd 1 t e:t w tl10 non-
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