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INTRODUCTION 

This study deals with young men who have received the American 

Farmer Degree in Oklahoma. Since the passage of the Smith-Hughes Act in 

1917, vocational agriculture has taken its place in the high schools of 

Oklahoma. Even before the Nat ional organization of F.F.A. was formed 

in 1928 in Kansas City, Missouri, this state had an organization of 

Future Farmers of Oklahoma. The F .F .o. received Charter No. 7 on 

December 20, 1928, admitting it to the National Organization. During 

the first years of the existence of the National Organization, two young 

students from Oklahoma received the American Farmer Degree. With the 

exception of 1937, the state has had its share of winners of this 

outstanding F .F .A. agricultural award. At the conclusion of 1946, there 

were 73 who had attained this high degree, two of whom are deceased at 

this writing. 

Each department of vocational agriculture sponsors its own local 

F .F .A. chapter. A combination of all local chapters form the State 

organization. The state organizations in turn unite to form the National 

organization which is composed of 47 state associations and the two 

terr itorial associations, Hawaii and Puerto Rico. The policies of all 

the state and territorial c,rganizations are molded together by a National 

Constitution. In turn most state and local chapters carry on their work 

through similar chapter and state constitutions. Through the binding 

effect of a National organization, young boys from all over the United States 

and its territories gather yearly at Kansas City for the F.F.A. National 

Convention. Under the guiding hand of State and National Supervisors, 

who act as state and national advisors, the convention is conducted entirely 



by the National F .F .A. Officers. Oklahoma has produced two National 

Presidents, both of whom are successful in their chosen fields of agriculture. 

Mr. Vernon Bowell served the National Association as President in 1932-33 

and is now president of Cameron state Agricultural College at Lawton, 

Oklahoma. Im Oliver Kinzie served as National President in 1944-45 and 

is a very prosperous dairy farmer at the present time in his home community 

at Cushing, Oklahoma. 

The F .F .A. organization offers four different degrees tor advancement 

to vocational agricultural students. These area 

1. The Green Hand Degree which is the first award available for those 
having satistaetory and acceptable plans for a program of 
supervised farming. 

2. The Chapter Farmer which is the second degree awarded by the local 
chapter after having held the Green Hand Degree for at least one 
year and satisfactory participation in the activities of the 
local chapter. 

3. Junior Master Farmer which is the third degree awarded but 
conferred by the State organization at the State convention. 
To be eligible a boy must have been an active member of the F.F.A. 
for at least two years with a record of outstanding qualifications 
and with an exceptional agricultural program in operation. 

4. The American Farmer Degree which is the fourth and highest award 
which is given by the National organization. To be eligible 
8 boy: 

a. Must have held the Degree of State Farmer for at least 
one year preceding election to the Degree of American 
Farm.er, have been an active member of the F .F .A. 
continuously for at least three years, and have .a record 
of satisfactory participation in the activities of the 
local chapter and State association. 

b. Must have satisfactorily completed at least three years 
of instr uction in vocational agriculture, or have 
completed all the vocational agriculture offered in the 
school last attended, and have in operation an outstanding 
program of supervised farming which shows comprehensive 
planning, continuation, growth, and increase 1n scope 
as substantiated by complete, accurate, and neat records. 



c. Must have earned by his own efforts from farming and 
other agricultural work and deposited in a bank or 
otherwise productively invested at least $500. In 
cases where the applicant has assisted :ill the support 
of dependents, the amount so expended, in the jud~ment 
of the National Board of Trustees, may be considered 
as an investment. 

d. Show outstanding ability in leadership and cooperation. 

e. Must have a satisfactory scholarship record certified 
to by the local school superintendent or principal. 

f. Must be recommended by tho National Board of Trustees 
and receive a majority vote of the delegates present 
at a national convention of Future Farmers of America. 

g. Each state may award one American Farmer Degree for 
every 1,000 vocational agricultural student s or major 
traction thereof. 

Vocational agriculture in its truest sense embraces the life and 

work of the farming community in which the young student is located and 

of which he is a part. This partially gives the true story of why these 

young men who have received the American Farmer Degree are generally 

considered successful in their chosen field of farming. Their ideas and 

habits have been formed by actually doing the job while under guidance of 

a mature advisor. 

Questions of interest have frequently been raised concerning these 

men as to their ability to carry on in the future with the same spirit 

of leadership and capabilities as shown while still under the watchful 

eye of their instructors. No previous study has been made in Oklahoma 

in reference to these questions, or in regard to the holders of the 

American Farmer Degree. Hence the writer, being especially interested 

in this phase ot Future Farmer work chose the American Farmers for 

his study. 
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A STUDY CF YOtmi MEN HOLDOO THE AMERICAN FARMER 
DEGREE IN OKLAHOMA 

PURPOSE 

To determine if American Farmers in Oklahoma continue to develop 

their farming program, their leadership abilities, and promote other 

activities after leaving school. 

SUB PURPOSES 

1. To determine the correlation between the number of teachers a 
student has had during his four-year term and the number of students 
who have earned the degree. 

2. To determine from whom the student received the incentive to try 
to earn the degree. 

J. To determine evidence of leadership now shown by young men who have 
earned this degree. 

4. To determine the farming program of' students the last year of' 
supervised instruction and the degree of continuation of these 
enterprises in post school activities. 

5. To determine the number and kind of livestock, crops, land and 
equipment oVII18d or rented by these young men: 

a. At the time they received degrees. 
b. At the present time. 

6. To determine whether the student has put to use in his own program 
any of the more modern methods of agricultural training learned 
in school. 

7. To determine the percentage of the American Farmers who are 
furthering their education above the secondary le"lel. 

8. To determine the value of the F.F.A. organization to the student 
both in and out of school. 

9. To determine the cooperative activities in which the student 
participated both as an F.F.A. member and out of school. 

10. To determine what degree the farming program was interrupted by 
military service. 

4 



METHODS OF PROCEDURE 

In order to secure complete information concerning the activities 

ot the men holding the American Farmer Degree, two methods were used: 

(1) A questionnaire was composed and mailed to all the young men in 

Oklahoma who had attained this high honor, and (2) Personal conferences 

were held with numerous young men holding the degree. 

After conversing with members of the Agricultural Education 

Department, Supervisors from the state Vocational Office, and with 

students of vocational agriculture who are now in college, a questionnaire 

was compiled for the purpose c:>f securing the desired information from 

the former students. After criticisms from Professor C. L. Angerer and 

Professor Chris White, the tin.al questionnaire was prepared and mailed 

to each American Farmer. An explanatory letter and a stamped return 

addressed envelope were enclosed with each questionnaire. 

A copy of the questionnaire follows: 

5 



March 21, 1947 

Dear American Farmer: 

I hsve chosen the young men in Oklahoma who hold the Degree 

of American Farmer, as the topic for the thesis I am writing in 

Department of Agricultural Education at Oklahoma A. and M. College. 

It is with reluctance that I ask you the favor of filling 

in the enclosed blanks, as I realize how busy you are at this 

season of the year. However, it is because you and your fellow 

American Farmers have helped make Oklahoma so outstanding from 

an agricultura l viewpoint that I have chosen this subject. 

Since I am a vocational agriculture instructor from Pennsylvania, 

I am compiling this data in hopes of taking back so:ne of CBtlahoma 's 

ideas on how to increase interest among possible future American 

Farmers. 

I will deeply appreciate any effort that you ma,·: make in 

returning the enclosed questionnaire at the earliest possible moment. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Keener 
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A STUDY CF YOUIG MEN H<I.DING THE AMERICAN FARIER Dl!XiREE IN CE.LA.HCWA 

1. laJDe School Attended._ _______ _ 

2. Year graduated Hos many yeare of vocational agriculture 

did 7ou take in high school? What 7ear did you receiw the 

American Farmer Degree? _____ _ 

3. How many vocational agriculture teaehers did you have while in high 

school ____ • 

4. From whOJI did you receive the aoat incentive 1n pursuing the Degree? 

Parents. ___ Teacher ___ JJeighbor ____ other Relative.a. __ _ 

Former Students. ____ Classmates, ____ Business ~-------

5. What F :I .A. offices have you held? Local. ___________ _ 
_________________________ state _______________________ __ 

lationa~1 --------------------· 
List other evidences ot leadership: Member of Student Council ___ _ 

Class Ofticer __________ Ca,ptain of Athletie Team ___ _ 

Bewspaper Staf:f __________ Others ____________ _ 

6. What livestock, crops, land and equipment did ym acquire while a 

student of vocational agriculture and have on hand after completion of 

course? 

J1oo or 11v,estock , 19, , 1,1ue • . Iipd ot eoY1ment 1 Jalue 
I : I I 

. I • I . • 
I : • • I 
: : : ' : : ' : 
: I . • : 
: : : : 
: s : I 

Acres land owned Value 

Acres land rented Annual rent 

7 
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How many years haw you far•d since leaving school? ___ What liffstock, 

crops, and equipnent do you DOlr have? 

ljnd of 11wstock i 19, i Value i lipd of eau1wpt i YtlYI 
a I : I 

I • I : • 
a J . I • 

I I I I . • I • • 
: • I : . 

I : • : 
: I I a 

I a : . . 
Acres ot crope this years Wheat ____ Cotton ____ _ Legumes 

Corn._ ___ Other important crops. ____ _ 

8. In what judgillg contests did you participate while in high school?_ 

Did 7ou participate in a publle apeald.ag contest? Loca . .._ ______ _ 
State __________________________ Rat1ona ______________________ _ 

9. Bow did you establish yourself in farming? Start with parents. __ _ 

Earned money as laborer working on farm for pa.rents or others. ______ _ 

_____________ Haw you borrowed aoney? _______ _ 

lkmad directly on tara alone upon graduation ____________ _ 

10. •hat particular skills learned in vocational agriculture haw you 

used? Castrating , Seasonal sprqing of fruits. _____ _ 

Feeding balanced rations Others. _______ _ 

11. Have you attended college? ?fame of college ________ _ 

How many ,ears of college work have you completed? ___ c.ourses pursued: 

Agriculture ______ Business _____ Engineer_1ng._ _______ _ 
others. ________________________________________________________ ___ 
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12. What honors did you receive in college? Class offices held _____ . 

________ Athletic awards ________ student council ___ _ 

lewapaper etaff ___________ Bonorary societies. _______ _ 
Others ____________________________________________________ ___ 

13. Do you, or have you, attended evenq classes conducted by your local 

vocational agrieulture department? ·· Part-time class? ----

14,. Present farming statusa Omer (l ibres) Renter {Acres) ___ _ 

Farm Manager (Acres) _______ Hired man Farming with parents 

on the share (Acres) In partnership (Acres) _____ _ 

15. Are you keeping records on your major enterprise? ________ _ 

Are you keeping records on 7our minor enterprises? _________ _ 

16. Member of what farm organizations _________________ _ 

What offices held in these organizations? __________________ _ 

17. II.ere you a member of the armed forces during the war?_lo. months_ 

18. It a member at the armed forces, has being in the service chqed your 

future farming plans in any wa'Y"/ If so, in what way? ______ _ 
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<JU.AROMA'S AMERICAN FARMERS 
(ArraDged by Years) 

1928 

Jewell Biswell, Claremore 
Ollie Duroy, Ponca City 

1929 

Ronald Ford, Helena 

1930 

Herbert Gumper, Guymon 
Cloyce Oakley, Helena 

19.31 

Herman Morton, Grandfield 
Ephriam Wall, Perkins 

1932 

Elwood Serr,, Clinton 
'Vernon · BOlrell, Guymon 
*Clinton McCarty, Quinlan 

193.3 

bll Belitz, Wellston 
Ray P. Burton, Perkins 
~in Taylor, KiDgi'isher 

1934 

George Barr:lson, Kingfisher 

19.35 

..larion Garrett, Kingfisher 
Steen J,emon, I.in.gt isher 
Carl Williams, Ponca city 

1936 

Raymah Carter, Ponca City 

19.38 

J. o. Dickey, Jr., Weatherford 
Francis Harper, Mooreland 
Walter lason, Jr., Cordell 
Cecil Schoelen, lingf iaher 

19.39 

J. c. Hamilton, Fort Cobb 
Sidney Bussey, Sa,re 
Wayne Ivins, Hydro 
Ray Sharp, Konawa 
Kenneth Swigart, Mooreland 

1940 

Kenneth Blecha, Perry 
Jack Deason, Fort Cobb 
Ralph Breckenridge, Jr. , Pond Creek 
Du.am lfcieil, Billings 
George W. Melott, Pond Creek 

1941 

Willie Bentley, Temple 
Don Kir\>7, Pond Creek 
Tenys Edward Parr, Lindsay 

"John D. Scott, Carnegie 
Glenn Spaeth, Hitchcock 
Glenn Smith, Prague 

19~ 

C. YI. Bowman, Ames 
"Traeey Hunsecker, Jr., Broken Arrt1ff 

T0111111 lloore, Clinton 
Jene lllmgle, Atoka 
Boward Watson, Verden 
Lloyd Wright, Roosevelt 

1943 

"' "Wayne Boothe, Cordell 
Walter Jackson, Jr., Roosevelt 
Clarence F. Kroll, Garber 
otto Leven, Bewkirk 
William Sallee, Jr., Pawnee 
Jack Sudderth, Garber 

19.44 

Gene Guyer, Blackwell 
Pete Gunn, Temple 
Vernon Batley, ShaWDee 

101.iver Kinzie, Cushing 
Howard llwap, Clinton 
Jack llcLane, Verden 
Ben Rickey, Pauls Valley 
James Scott, Chicllasha 
Paul Scbnaithman, Jr., Garber 



OKLAHOU. 1S AMERICAN FARMERS (cont 'd.) 

1945 

Ira Ray Carpenter, Bethel 
Charles Holland, Hobart 
Jack Keithly, Ponca City 
Glenn Millwee, Fort Cobb 
James Scheirman, K:in gfisher 
Robert Totusek, Garber 
Ray Tucker, Antlers 

*Deceased 
'National Presidents 
"Star Farmers of the South 
"'Star Farmers of America 

1946 

Don Dennis, Waurika 
Richard Every, Kingfisher 
Gene Fillmore, Cushing 
Emil Gr ieser, Hobart 
Ralph Bansens, Kingt isher 
Kenneth Pults, Earlsboro 
Fred Taylor, Kingfisher 

11 
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HIGH SCHOOL.5 FROM WH ICH CICLAHOMA 1S AMERICAN FARMERS GRADUATED 

~ CUSHING 
C. W. Bowman Gene Fillmore 

Oliver Kinzie 
ANTLERS 

l4RISB9RO 
**Ray Tuelter 

Kenneth Pulte 
ATOKA 

um&mm 
Gene Mungle 

Jack Deason 
mflEL J.C. Hamilton 

Glenn Millwee 
Ira Ray Carpenter 

GARBER 
iII.I,INGS 

Clarence F. lroll 
Duane llcleil Paul Schnaithman, Jr. 

**Jack Sudderth 
BUCKWELL Robert Totusek 

Gene ~r GRANDFIELD 

JJlOUN ARfiCli Berman lorton 

Tracey Humtecker, Jr. qµnroN 
CAIOO'.G;(i **Herbert GUJJ1Per 

**Vernon Howell 
John f>. Scott 

HEWQ 
CHICKASHA 

Ronald Ford 
James Scott **Cloyce Oakley 

CLARQCIE BJtCHCOCK 

Jewell Biswell Glenn Spaeth 

CLINTON HOBART 

Elwood Berry Emil Grieser 
To1211q lloore Charles Holland 
Howard Klump 

HYDRO 
QCIIDEU. 

Wayne Ivins 
Wayne Boothe 
Walter llason, Jr. 



1.3 

HIGH SCHOOLS FROM WHICH OKLAHOMA 1S AMERICAN FARMERS GRADUATED (cont'd. ) 

Richard Eftry 
Ralph Hansens 
George Harrison 

ffllarion Garrett 
steen Lemon 
Cecil Sehoelen 

•James Sehe:frman 
*Edwin Taylor 
Fred Taylor 

KONAWA 

Ray Sharp 

LINDSAY 

Ten;ys Edward Parr 

IOOBEWID 

Francis Harper 
Kenneth Swigart 

Otto Leven 

PAULS VALLEY 

Ben Riclcey 

PAW§ 

William Sallee, Jr. 

Ray P. Burton 
Ephraim Wall 

PERRY 

lenneth Blecha 

WEATHOO'gu> 

J. O. Die.key, Jr. 

*Indicates deceased. 

PONCA CITI 

Raymah Carter 
Ollie Duro;y 
Jack leithly 
Carl Williams 

m!U QRPJS 

Kenneth Breckrenridge, Jr. 
Don Kirby 

**George w. Melott 

PRAGUE 

Glern Smith 

gunu.(LN 
*Clinton JleCarty 

RO<§EVELT 

*"Walter Jackson, Jr. 
Lloyd Wright 

SAYRE 

Sidney Hussey 

SBAOEE 

Vernon Bartley 

TEMPLE 
I illie Bentley 
Pete GUDn 

YBPP 
Jack McLane 

**Howard Watson 

WAURIKA 

Don Dennis 

WELI.5TOB 

Emil Belitz 

**Indicates the American Farmers who did not return questionnaires. 
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TABLE NO. 1 

THE 1UMBER CF OKLAHOMA STATE FARMERS RECEIVING THE AMERICA.I 
FARMER DEGREE FROM 1928 TO 1946 fflCLUSIVE AND THE PERCENTAGE REPLYIIG 
TO QUESTIONNAIRE. 

'\ 

NUMBER CF AMERICAN \ 

PER CENT CF AMERICAN FARIIERS \ 

FARMERS \ REPUING TO QUESTIONNAIRE 
I \ 

' 

1928 2 100 
1929 1 100 
1930 2 0 
1931 2 100 
1932 3* 50** 
1933 3* \ 100** 
19.34 1 100 
1935 3 66 
1936 1 100 
1937 0 0 
1938 4 100 
1939 5 100 
1940 5 80 
1941 6 100 
1942 6 83 
1943 6 66 
1944 9 100 
1945 7 66 
1946 7 100 

Total 73 84.5 

The total nuaber ot vocational agriculture students to receive the 

American Fa1'1118r Degree from 1928 to 1946 inclusive was seventy-three, 

although two are deceased, leaving a total ot seventy-one 11Ying today. 

Far some unexplained reason the year 19.37 shows no student receiviJ:Jg 

the degree. From 1928 to 1936 inclusive, only one ar two young :men 

per year were fortunate enough to earn this honor with the exception ot 

19.35 when three were awarded the degree. The last eight years shows a 

decided increase in the number receiving the degree each year. This 

steady increase is due partia~ to the increased number of students in 

* Includes those who are deceased. 

** Does not include those who are deceased. 
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vocational agriculture and also to an awakened interest in agricultural 

proble11& arising today. The tact that ot seventy-one questionnaires 

sent, 60 or 84.5% were returned proves the continued interest held by 

these •n in agriculture. 

TABLE NO. 2 

THE :NUMBER CF YEARS OF VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE TAKEN BY EACH CF 
THE SilTY AIIERICAN FARMERS STUDIED. 

Years ot Vocational Agriculture 1 2 3 4 

lumber of students 0 0 8 52 

This table shows that onl.T 8 ar 13.~ ot the sixty American Farmers 

had less than tour years of vocational agriculture and ot thia number 

none had less than three years. The main reasons tor the eight having 

only three years vocatJ.onal training is due to their failure to pursue 

the agricultural course the first 7ear in school and the vocational 

agriculture course being added to the curriculum after the student 

enrolled in high school. 

TABLE NO. 3 

THE ITJJIBER CF VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE TEA~ EACH CF THE SIXTY 
BOIS HAD WHILE STUDYING VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE. 

lumber ot Teachers 1 2 3 

Humber ot Students 37 19 4 

Per cent of Students 61.6 31.7 6.7 

This table indicates that the greater number ot teachers the 

Joung men may have during their 4-rear agriculture course the less 
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are their chances of attaining the American Farmer Degree. Four or 6. 71, 

ot. the American Farmers had three teachers, 19 or 31. 7% had two, whereas 

37 or 61.6% of the total group onl,y bad one instructor during his .tour 

7ears training. 

TABLE NO. 4 

LIST Cl' PERSONS WHO SUPPLIED THE INCENTIVE FOR STUDENTS TO SECUBI 
THE DEGREE. 

Person Supp'.qillg 
Incentive 

Teacher 
Parents 
Business Man 
Former Students 

IWlber of Student• 
Inspired 

56 
4D 
4 
2 

j of students 
Inspired 

92.3 
66.7 
6.7 
3.3 

A majority ot the sixt7 American Farmers listed two or more ot the 

above persons as furnishing the necessar;y incentiw tor them to C81T1 on 

to a successful finish in attaining the degree. Fifty-six or 93.3% ot 

the questionnaires stated the teacher offered the greatest incentive, 

while parents followed eloae'.q with 40 or ~. 71, of. the boys giving credit 

to them. Business men received 4 or 6. '7% while former students received 

credit in two cases. Three of the tour cases where business men were ot 

help to the 7oung student has taken place the last few years. This would 

seem to indicate that business men a1·3 realizing the importance of 

furthering the -efforts of the young future farmers. 
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TABIE .NO. 5 

m IOIBER CF THE smr !lliRICAN FABIIERS IHO HELD LOCAL, STATE OR 
.NATIONAL tFFICES IN THE FUTURE FARMERS CF ilERICA ORGAilZATION. 

Offices held Bumber OM per cept of 79PPS NQ hold;Jpg 9Ui9 
1n Pres. V. Pres. Sec. Treas. Beporter Watchdog 

No. % lo. • Bo. % No. J lo. % No. % 

Local 
State 
National 

37 61.6 24 JJ) 
4 6.7 4 6.7 
2 .3.3 0 0 

22 )6.6 22 .;6.6 13 21.6 
2 .3.3 0 0 2 3.3 
0 0 0 0 0 0 

5 8.3 
0 0 
0 0 

Total 43 71.6 28 46.6 24 JI) 22 36.6 15 25 5 8.3 

----------------------------------------------------------
FIDURE 1. 

THE PERCENTAGE OF !OUIG JIEN BOLDING <FFICE IN LOCAL, STATE, AND 
NATIONAL F .F .A. CRGANIZATION. 

1. Local 
President 
Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Reportil3r 
Watchdog 

2. State 
President 
Vice President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Reporter 
Watchdog 

.3. National 
President 
Vice President 
Secretar y 
Treasurer 
Reporter 
Watchdog 

% holding gtfice Each (X) represents 2% 
of stwents 

61.6 
40. 
36.6 
.36.6 
21.6 
8 • .3 

6.7 
6.7 
.3. 3 
0 
3.3 
0 

3 • .3 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

lXXXXXXXlXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXIXll 
:xxxxxxnx:xxxxxxxxxxx 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
x:xxxxnxnnxxxxxx 
lXXXXX:XXXXX 
xxxx 

xn 
XXX 
xx 

xx 

xx 
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FIGURE 2. 

THE PERCENTAGE Cl' YOUNG MEN HOLD:fflG OFFICE IN Ol'HER CURRICULAR 
ACTIVrrIES WHILE IN HIGH SCHOOL. 

Office held % holding office Each Cx) represents 2J of students 

1. lliscellaneous 
2. Class Off ices 
J. Student Council 
4. Cap't. Athletic Teams 
5. Hewapaper Staff 

66.7 
60. 
23.3 
18.J 
6.7 

xxxxx.xxxxxuxxnxnxm:xxxnnnx 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx:xxxxxnxnxnx 
xxxxxxxxxxxx 
xxxxxxxxx 
llX 

TABLE NO. 6 

ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE OF WDERSliIP SHOWN BY THE smY AMERICAN FARMERS 
IN EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES WHIIE IN HIGH SCHOOL. 

Organization Leadership 
Demonstrated in 

Student Council 
Class Off' icers 
Captain Athletic Team 
New~paper Staff 
Miscellaneous 

Total 

Offices held 'by young men % Holding 
Office 

14 
36 
11 
4 

40 

105 

23.3 
60. 
18.3 
6.7 

(;h.7 

175 

Tables 5 and 6 definitely show that these young men were leaders in 

not only agricultural circles, but also in their respective schools as a 

whole. These tables show a total of 2A2 general offices were held by the 

sixty American Farmers during their high school career. Of this group al 

60, all but three held offices in the Future Farmer Organization while 

these three were definite leaders 1n other phases of school work. This 

group furnished 43 presidents, 28 vice-presidents, 24 secretaries, 

22 treasurers, 15 reporters, s.nd 5 watchdogs for the Future Farmer program 

of work. These young men also had 14 representatives in student councils, 

36 class officers, 11 athletic team captains, 4 newspaper reporters and 
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40 others showed outstanding leadership abilities such as band soloist, 

honor society officers, Sunday School Superintendents, recipients of 

Seara Roebuck Farm Foundation Scholarships, and similar activities. 

Five of these young men, due to their outstanding leadership ability, 

received high National honors. Two of them were chosen National 

president, three were named Star Farmer of the South, one of whom was 

named Star Farmer of America. The latter is the moat outstanding yearly 

award given by the National F .F .A. organization. It will be noted that 

many of these young men held more than one outstanding office during 

their high school agriculture careers. The tact that so many- of the more 

select offices were held by this group would indicate the importance 

which vocational agriculture departments and F.F.A. organizations give 

to developing strong leadership among the future farm leaders of tomorra1r. 

TABLE NO. 7 

GROUP A 

KIND AND NUMBER OF LIVESTOCK ONNED BY STUDENTS 'AT TIME OF RECEIVING 
THE AMERICAN F .AR!tlER DEGREE THE FIRST TEN YEARS THE DEGllliE WAS G MN. 
( 1928 to 19.38) ( 12 AMERICAN F:ARMERS INCLUDED IN THIS GROUP) 

Kind of Livestock Number Value of % of Total No. owning % 
of Animals Animals Livestock Inv. t he Animals Owning 

Beef I .:&-/ 99 $7,950 62.5 7 58 • .3 
Swine 37 705 5.4 4 3.3 • .3 
Dairy 22 2,375 18.9 .3 25. 
Sheep 28 815 6.4 3 25. 
Poultry 87.3 (birds) .380 .3. .3 25 • 
Work Stock 7 485 .3.8 .3 .25. 

Total $12,710 
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TABLE NO. 8 

KIND AND NUMBER OF LIVESTOCK CW/NED TODAY BY GROUP ! REPRESENTED 
IN TABLE 7. (1947) 

Kind of Livestock Number Value of % of Total' No. owning % 
of Animals Animals Livestock Inv. the Animals Owning 

Beef 319 $43,616 66 6 50 
Swine 188 8,071 12.2 5 42 
Dairy 85 11,130 16.8 4 33.3 
Sheep 85 975 1.4 2 16.6 
Poultry 2,025(birdsl,775 2.6 5 42 
Work Stock 18 535 .s 3 25 

Total $66,102 

Group A represented in Tables 7 and 8 is composed of twelve ..A..merican 

Farmers who received the American Farmer Degree between the years 1928 to 

1938. The study shows that of these twelve three are now not engaged in 

farming, but remain in agricultural work: i.e., teaching, farm machinery 

salesman, and agricultural economics research. At the completion of 

their agricultural course of study the twelve represented here already 

had acquired a sizeable amount of livestock. Their total livestock was 

valued at $12,710. Today this group's livestock is worth more than 

five times as much as when the group received the degree. The fact that 

three of this group are not farming today, and, therefore, have no 

livestock tends to hold the total value much lower than it otherwise 

would be if all were farming. The study shows that raising beef cattle 

and dairying are the two major enterprises of the group with swine 

raising making rapid gains due to high pork prices at the present time. 
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TABLE NO. 9 

GROUP B 

KIND AND NUMBER CF LIVESTOCK OONED BY STUDENTS AT T DIE Cl' RECEIV IliG 
THE AMERICAN FARMER DEGREE DURING THE FOUR YEAR PERIOD FROM 19;8 to 1942. 

(19 .AMERICAN FARMERS INCLUDED IN THIS GROUP) 

Kind of Livestock Number Value of % of Total No. owning % 
of Animal s Animals Livestock Inv. the Animals Owni.Dg 

Beef 230 $19,195 56.5 15 79 
Swi..'"l.e 364 6,860 20.2 12 63 
Dairy 31 2,450 7.2 6 :n.6 
Sheep 218 ,},258 12.5 8 42.1 
.Poultry 437(b1rds) 247 .7 4 21. 
Work Stock 11 960 2.9 6 Jl.6 

Total $33,970 

TABLE NO. 10 

KIND AND NUMBER OF LIVESTOCK O.VNED TODAY BY GROUP ~ REPR.lf.Sfill'TED 
IN TABLE 9. (1947) 

lind of Livestock Number Value of % ot Total No. owning % 

Beef 
Swine 
Dairy 
Sheep 
Poultry 
Work Stock 

Total 

ot Animals Animals Livestock Inv. the Animals Owning 

240 
84 
76 

0 

$.35,800 
4,500 

10,675 
0 

335 
610 

450 (birds) 
6 

$51,920 

68.9 
8.7 

20.6 
0 
.6 

1.2 

14 
7 
7 
0 
3 
4 

73.6 
36.8 
36.8 
0 

15.7 
21. 
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Of this group of nineteen young men represented in Tables 9 and 10, 

we find Beef production still leads as the major enterprise both when 

these young men finished school, between 1938 and 1942, and now. From 

the study it appears that dairying has made the greatest increase among 

the farm enterprises established by these nineteen men. Possible 

reasons for this are the governmental war demand for dail-y products and 

the continued increase in :iJllportance of dairying in the state since 1910. 

Starting with thirty-one animals valued at $2,450, the business has 

reached a peak tod~ of seventy-six dairy cows, the majority of which 

are registered, valued at $10,675~ The value of the dairy herds has 

increased much more accordingly than the nUJllber of animals which fact 

shows tb~t these young men are trying to improve the quality of their 

herds. Of this group of nineteen, thirteen were in military service 

an average of two years each. Approximately halt of these men sold 

their livestock while they were in the service and today are trying 

to rebuild their livestock program. At least four have bought no stock 

whatsoever since returning from the service due to high prices and 

possibility of a future drop in prices. So far as size and value of 

livestock business is concerned, the war has definitely retarded this 

group as a whole. 
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TABLE NO. 11 

GROUP C 

KIND AND NUMBER OF LIVESTOCK OWNED BY STUDENTS AT TlME OF RECEIVING 
THE AMERICAN FARMER D:&lREE DURING THE FIVE YEAR PERIOD FROM 1942 to 1946 
INCLUSIVE. (29 AMERICAN FARMERS IN THIS GROUP) 

Kind of Livestock Number Value of % of Tot.al No. owning % 
of Animals Animals Livestock Inv. the Animals Owning 

Beef 367 $38,858 54-2 21 72.4 
Swine 466 ll,718 16.4 21 72.4 
Dairy 87 14,750 20.5 12 41.4 
Sheep 297 4,580 6 . .3 10 34.5 
Poultry 823 (birds) 745 1. 9 31. 
Work Stock 14 1,150 1.6 5 17.2 

Total $71,801 

TABLE NO. 12 

KIND AND NUMBER OF LIVESTOCK ORNED TODAY BY GROUP Q REPRESENTED 
IN TABLE 11. (1947) 

Kind of Livestock Number Value of 'I, of Total No. Owning % 
of Animals Animals Livestock Inv. the Animals Owning 

Beef 415 $52,330 46.3 19 65.5 
Swine 480 15,100 13.2 14 48.J 
Dairy 249 40,.355 35.6 17 58.6 
Sheep 95 3,300 2.9 5 17.2 
Poultry 510 (birds) 500 .4 6 20.7 
Work Stock 20 1,750 1.6 6 20.7 

Total $11.3,3.35 

Tables 11 and 12 show the results of the study of t wenty-nine Future 

Farmers who received the American Farmer Degree during the War years 191.2 

to 1946, inclusive. Although this is a larger group than either Group A or B, 
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these young men have been farming for a much shorter period of time. Qt 

the twenty-nine studied only ten were members of the armed forces. The 

other nineteen were either deferred tor farm work or were too young for 

military service. The ten 1n service spent an average of eighteen months 

each before returning to the farm. This definitely retarded their 

farming programs, but the majority state that they plan to work harder 

than ever to make up for lost time. Beef and dairy continue to be the 

expanding livestock enterprises with swine at probably its highest peak 

due to high prices. An interesting trend of the study is the growing 

interest in milking shorthorns. A large percentage of those interested 

in dairying indicate they are starting herds of m11.king shorthorns. 

This group of twenty-nine own 415 beef cattle valusd at $52,330. There 

are 249 dairy cows, the majority of which are registered, valued at 

$40,355. This study indicates that the dairying business may soon rival 

beef production if such percentages continue to increase. This also 

corresponds to the increased emphasis of dairying in Oklahoma. 

TABLE NO. 13 

KIND ABD NUMBER OF LIVESTOCK OOHED BY smY AMERICAN FARMERS AT 
TIME OF RECEIVOO THE AMERICAN FARMER DEGREE. 

lind of Livestock Nwaber Value % of Total No. O.ning % 
of .AniJlal.s of Animals Livestock Inv. Animals Owning 

Beat 696 $66,003 55.6 43 71.6 
Swine 867 19,283 16.2 37 61.6 
Dairy 130 19,575 16.4 21 35. 
Sheep 543 9,653 8.3 21 35. 
Poultry 2,13.3 (birds) 1,.3'72 1 • .3 16 26 .• 6 
Work Stock 32 2,595 2.2 14 23 • .3 

Total $ll8,481 



.. 

TABLE NO. 14 

KIND AND NmmER CF LIVESTOCK O.'iNED BY SIXTY AMERICAN FARMERS TODAY. 

Kind of Livestock Nmaber Value of % of Total No. Owning % 
of Animals Animals Livestock Inv. the Animals Owning 

Beef 
Swine 
Dairy 
Sheep 
Poultry 
Work Steck 

Total 

974 $131,74' 
752 27,671 
410 62,160 
180 4,'Z'/5 

2,985 {birds) 2,610 
44 2,895 

$2.31,357 

57. 
11.9 
26.9 
1.9 
1.1 
1.2 

39 
26 
28 
7 

14 
13 

65. · 
43.3 
46.6 
u.6 
23.3 
21.6 

Tables 1.3 and 14 give an overall picture of the progress made by 

sixty American Farmers in nineteen years from 1928 until the present. 

The value of li~stock at the completion of the vocational agriculture 

program was $118,-481. Today this figure reached a total of $231,357 or 

practically double. This is all the more significant in view of the fact 

that ten of the sixty have no livestock whatsoever because they are not 

farming and have sold all livestock as a direct result of having been in 

the armed forces. Upon completion of the supervised farming program, 43 

owned beef cattle whereas today only 39 own beef. The dairy enterprises 

increased from 21 to ;28, the present day number. Today fewer are engaged 

in a larger swine business than previously. The study indicates that due 

to high prices of grain only those who produced feed grains and were 

equipped to raise hogs successfully remained in the business on a larger 

scale. It would appear that only enough poultry for local market and 

self' use are being produced by this group. By the small number of work 

stock owned by these sixty young f armers, it would indicate that the 

tractor is definitely the main source of power on the farm. 
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FIGURE 3. 

THE VALUE CF VARIOUS KINDS CF LIVESTOCK ORNED BY SIXTY AMERICAN 

FARMERS AT TIME CF RECEIVI:W THE AMERICAN FARMER DEGREE. 

Units ot Livestock 
l. Beet 
2. Dairy 
3. Swine 
4. Sheep 
5. Poultry 
6. Work Stock 

Value 
$66,003 
19,575 
19,283 
9,653 
1,372 
2,595 

Each Cx) represents Al,QOO yalue. 
XXX:XXXXXXXllXXXIXXXXll 
xxxxxn 
xxxx:xx 
XXX 
X 
X 

FIGURE 4. 

THE VALUE CF VARIOUS KINDS CF LIVESTOCK O'IIED BY smY AMERICAN 

FARMERS TODAY (1947). 

Units of W.nstock 
l. Beet 
2. Dairy 
3. Swine 
4. Sheep 
5. Poultry 
6. Work Stock 

Value 

$131,746 
62,16o 
27,671 
4,275 
2,610 
2,895 

Each Cx) rem;esents tl,QOO value. 
xxxxnxxuxxxxxxxxxxx:xxxxxxxx:xxxxxxxxx:xxnn 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
:xnxxnxx 
X 
X 
X 
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FIGURE 5. 

THE PERCENTAGE CF YOillll MEN OV.NING VARIOUS KINre CF LIVESTOCI 

AT TDtiE CF RECEIVING THE AMERICAN FARMER DIDREE. 

Units of J«iYestock 

1. Beet 
2. Swine 
3. Dairf 
4.. Steep 
5 • Poul tr, 
6. Work Stock 

'I, owning 
Livestock 

71.6 
61.6 
35. 
35. 
26.6 
23.3 

Each (I) represents 2' of the men. 

xxxu:nxnxx:xxmx 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxnx 
xxxxnxxnm 
XXlXXXXIXXXX 

FIGURE 6. 

THE PERCENTAGE CF MEN C:WlNING VARIOUS KINDS OF LIVESTOCK TODAY. 

(1947) 

% owning 
Units or Livestock LiyestoQk Each {x) represents 2' ot the men, 

1. Beet 
2. Swine 
3. Dairy 
4. Sheep 
5. Poultry 
6. Work Stock 

65. 
43.3 
46.6 
11.6 
23.3 
21.6 

XXXXXllXXX.....,.__,._....A.tUl-..w--.~>AA.-. 
xnxnxxxxnxxxxxxxxxx 
IXX:XXXXXXIXXXXXXXXXXIXX 
XXXXll 
nxxxxxxxxn: 
xxxxxxxxxxx 
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FIGURE 7. 

THE PERCENTAGE <F · TarAL INVF.STMENT IN VARIOOO KINOO <I' LIVESTOCK 

AT TmE OF RECEIVING THE AMERICAN FARMER DIDREE. 

Units 0£ Livestock 

1. Beet 
2. Dairy 
.'3. $?";.iM 
4. Sheep 
5. Poultry 
6. Work Stock 

% of total 
Livestock Inv, 

55.6 
16.4 
16.2 
8.3 
1.3 
2.2 

FIGURE 8. 

Each (x) remsents 21 of the total 
Inyeatmeg. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxxn:xnxxxxxxx 
XXXXIXXX 
XXXXXXXI 
nn 
X 
I 

THE PERCENTAGE OF TorAL INVESTMENT IN VARIOUS KINDS OF LIVESTOCK 

TODAY. (1947) 

Units 9' Liyestogk 

1. Beef 
2. Dairy 
). Swine 
4. Sheep 
5. Poultry 
6. Work Stock 

'I, of total 
Livestock my. 

57. 
26.9 
11.9 
1.9 
1.1 
1.2 

Eseh Cx> represents 2$ 91 the total 
Ipvestment. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxrm:xnxxx xx xx x 
xxxonrmm 
xxxxxx 
X 
X 
X 

29 



TABLE NO. 15 

Group A 

KIND AND VALUE CF EQUIPMENT OVNED BY STUDENTS AT TIME OF RECEIVING 
THE AMERICAN FARMER DEGREE THE FIRST TEN YEARS THE DJiX,REE WAS GIVEN 
(1928 to 19.38) (12 American Farmers in this group) 

Kind of .Equipment Value 'I., of Total No. Owning % 
Equipment Inv. the Equip•t. Owning 

Tractors & Equipment $2,000 65.8 2 16.6 
PlOW's & Cultivators 525 17.4 5 41.6 
Feeding 420 13.5 6 50. 
Poultry 100 3.3 1 8.3 

Total $.3,045 

TABLE NO. 16 

KIND AND VAWE OF EQUIP.ISENT CJlNED BY GROUP ! REPRF.SENTED m 
TABU: 15. 

Kind of Equipment Value % of Total No. Owning. 'I, 
Equip't. Inv. the Equip't. Owning 

Tractors & Equipnent $21,700 50.6 9 75. 
Plows 6,350 u.s 6 50. 
Combines 8,050 18.8 6 50. 
Feed 215 .5 1 8.4 
Poultry 215 .5 2 16.6 
lliscellane ous 6,300 14.8 9 75. 

Total $,42,8.30 

ICC~ 
"')",;f~ ..... 
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Tables 15 and 16 compare the total value of equipment owned by twelve 

American Farmers at the time they received the degree during the ten ;year 

period from 1928 to 1938 and today. The value of equipment owned by boys 

upon receiving the degree was $3,045, while today, their equipment is worth 

$42,SJO. This shows that at the time these men started f arming, they 

possessed only 7 .1% ot the total value of equipment which they possess today. 

This same group owned a total of $12, 710 worth of livestock which would 

inol~ate a desire to increase the scope of t.~eir major enterprises before 

obtaining farm equipment. The results of this study show that much of 

the necessary equipment needed by these young men was borrowed from their 

parents until they were financially able to buy their own. 

TABLE NO. 17 

GROUP B 

KilID AND VAWE OF EQUIPMENT CJ'fflED BY STUDENTS AT TIME CF RECEIVING THE 
AMERICAN FARMER DEGREE DURmG THE FOUR YEAR PERIOD FROM 1938 to 1942. 

(19 AMERICAN FARMERS IN THIS GROUP.) 

Kind of Equipment Value 

Tractors & Equipment $5,525. 
Plows 295. 
Combines 1,000. 
Miscellaneous (Drills, 1,700. 

Mowers, etc.) 

Total $8,520 

% ot Total No. Owning % 
F,qu1p 1t. Inv. the Equip't. Owning 

64.9 
3.4 

u.s 
19.9 

6 
2 
1 
6 

31.6 
10.5 
5.2 

.31.6 
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.TABL~ }JO. 18 

llND AND VALUE OF EQUIPMENT OWNPD BY GMUP j BEPRESENTED IN 

TABLE 17~ 

% or Number 
llnd or F.quipaent Value Total owning Per Cent 

Equipnent the equip- Owning 
Inv, men-t 

Tractors & F.quiJlllent $14,450 27.5 11 57.9 
Pl ova 4,.227 8.0 8 42.1 
Combines 16,200 )0.8 7 36.8 
Trucks 8,.325. 15.8 6 31.6 
Feed Grinders 475 .9 2 10.5 
Milk Machine & Cooler 700 1.3 1 5.2 
Miscellaneous (Ballen, 8,025 15.7 10 52.6 

movers, etc.) 

Total $52,402 

When these nineteen young men started farming at the completion 

or their F.F.A. work, they owned approximately $8,520 worth of farm 

machinery and equipnent as shown in Table 17. Today this same group 

owns $ 52,402 worth ot machinery and equipment. The majority of the 

group stated that they used their parents' equi}Dent until they were 

financially able to b'IJ1' their ow. From the type of equipment listed 

in Table 18, it appears that the production or small grain is among 

the major enterprises or this group. 



TABLE NO. 19 

GROUP C 

KIND AND VALUE OF EQUIPMENT OWNED BY STUDENTS AT TIME OF 
RECEIVING THE AMERICAN FARMER DEGREE DUIUNG THE FIVE YEAR PERIOD 

FBOM 1942 to 1946 INCL. 
(29 American tamers 1n this GROUP) 

llnd of F.quipnent 

Tractors & Equipaent 
Plows 
Combines 
Trucb 
llr1ll8 
Mtacellaneou.a 
Show Equipaent 

Total 

Value 

$l.4.8SO 
2,565 
4,250 
2,7,;;, 

Per Cent. 
ot Total 

Equip
•• t .Ipy, 

1.,124 
l,.3SO 

JSO 

54.5 
9.4 

15.6 
11 
4.1 
4-2 
1.2 

TABLE NO . 20 

lfumber 
Owning 
the 
luruesm\ 

16 
7 
4 
4 
4 
6 
3 

Per 
Cent 
Qwmng 

55 .. 1 
24.1 
13.s 
1).8 
1.).8 
2D.7 
10.3 

KIND AND VALUE OF EQUIPMENT OWED BY GROUJ! £ REPRESENTED IN TABLE 19. 
(1947) 

Per Cent Number 
Kind or F.quipaent Value of Total Owning Per 

F.quipnent the Cent 
lg. ftgui.mept 9MP3,v 

Tractors & &.}uipment $24,870 38.5 20 68.9 
Plowa 3,830 6. 11 37.9 
Combines 8,142 12.6 9 3L 
Trucks l.3,900 21.4 8 2!1.5 
Drills 2,559 .3.9 8 2:1.5 
Miaoellaneoua 9,635 14.s 14 48. 
Mille & Dairy 800 1.3 1 .3-4 
Swine F.quip118ftt 1,000 1.5 l 3.4 

Total $64,736 
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Although Group C represented in Tables 19 am 20 is a larger group 

than either A or B, there is still a greater percentage of f'arm equip• 

ment owned by this group especially at the time they receive the American 

Farmer Degree. Four years is the longest time rm:, one of this group has 

been .f"arming tar himself. The figures show that farm machinery was 

acquired at a Jllllch earlier date by this group 1n cQllparison to the other 

tb.irt7-one. This may be partial.l;r due to the higher prices the farmer 

is receiving today tor his goods aver previous periods, which means more 

cash available for machinery. 

TABLE NO. 21 

KIND AND VALUE OF EQUIPMENT OVfNm BY SIXTY AMERICAN FARMERS AT 
TIME OF RECEIVING THE .AMfflICAN FARMER DEGREE. 

Per Cent Humber 
nm or Equipmeat Value of Total Owning Per Cent 

Equipment the Owning 
Iny, Egpippent 

Tractors & Equipment $22,375 57.7 24 40. 
Plowa 3,.385 S.7 14 2.3.3 
Feeding 420 1.1 6 10. 
Combines 5,250 13.5 5 s.3 
Trucks 2,750 7.1 4 6.6 
Miscellaneous (Drills, 4,624 11.9 24 40. 

mowers, 
etc.) 

ballers, poultry, 

Total $38,804 



TABLE NO. 22 

KIND AND VALUE OF EQUIPMENT OWDD BY SIXTY AMERICAN FARMERS 
(50 FARMING) 

Per Cent lfuaber 
111d ot Equipnat Value ot Total Oning Per Cent 

Equipment the Owning 
Ip,, Bguipgumt 

Tractors & Equipment $61,020 38 • .3 40 66.6 
Plows 14,4rt1 9.2 25 41.6 
Combines .32,.392 20.3 22 .36.6 
Trucks 22,225 13.9 14 23.3 
Feed Grimers 475 .4 2 3.3 
lilldng Machines & Cooler• 1,500 .9 2 3.3 
Miscellaneous 2:1,949 17. 44 73 • .3 

Total $159,968 

As ahOlfll in Table 21, the sixty American Farmers owned a total ot 

f3S,S04 worth ot equipment at eoapletion ot their superrlsed agricultural 

train1ng period. Twent7-tour ot the 7oung men owned tractors valued at 

$22,.375 for the largest value of a~ item listed. Fourteen or the sixt1 

owned plows at all descriptions valued at $),385. Ccmbinea valued at $4,250 

were owned by five ot the group. Table 22 shows that at the present time 

this group or fif'ty now farming own equipment valued at $159, 968 or 75. 7% 

more than when they completed vocational af!l"iculture. <>Yer 66'1, ot the total 

group on tractors today. Twenty-two or .36.6'1, om cembines valued at 

$32,392. This study shows that although this group was slc,w in purchasing 

equipment, due to the accesibility or the machinery belonging to their 

parents, they have as a whole made up their deticit by having well 

equipped tams today. 
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FIGURE 9 

THE VALUE OF VARIOUS IDIDS OF EQlJIPMEIT <lYNED BY SIXTY AMERICAN 
FJDERS AT TIME OF RECEIVING THE AMERICAN FARMER DEGREE. 

1. Tractors & Equipment 
2. Canbines 
3. M1acellaneoue 
4~ Trucks 
5. Plows 
6. Feeding 

Value 
~,375 

5,250 
4,624 
2,750 
3,385 

420 

Eagh Cx) E!PlM!Pt1 IJ,OOQ yalu1 

xxxuux 
XI 
n 
X 
I 
X 

FIGURE 10 

THE VALUE OF VARIOUS IINDS OF EQUlPIIENT OWNI!'D BI SIXTY AURIC.Ali 
FARMERS (1947.) 

Units ot EquiJPMt 

1. 'f'racttors & Equipment 
2. C•binea 
). IU.aoellaneoue 
4. 'l'ruob 
5~ Pl•s 
6. Feeding 
7. Milking Machine• 

Jalue 
161,020 
32,392 
'ZT,949 
22,225 
14,J.<Y'I 

475 
1,500 

iaqh (X) t!Pltuatt $3,0QO value, 

•••••••••••••••••••••• nxxxxwn 
xmxxn:x 
xuuxx 
xxxxx 
X 
X 

FIGURE ll 

THE PERCENTAGE OF YOUIG IIEI CfflJIRQ VARIOUS IINDS OF EQUIPIDT 
AT TDE Cl" RF.CElVIBG THE AMERICAN FARMER DDlRlB. 

Jhdt1 or F.qut••at Per Cent Owning 
F.quipaent 

1. T:ractan & Equipment 40. 
2. ftacellaneoua (dr1111, etc. )40. 
3. Pl•s 23.3 
4. Feeding 10. 
5. Ccabines 8.3 
6. !ruolcs 6.6 

Each (X) represents 2% or the 

"' • •••••••••••••••••• xxxxxxxxaxxxx,xxxxxx 
nuxuxnxx 
xx:xn: 
mx 
XIX 
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FIGURE 12 

THE PERCENTAGE OF MEN OWNING VARIOUS IINDS OF EQUIPMEB'l' (1947) 

11.rdts ot Equipeent Per Cent 
Ondllg 
F.qnipgnt 

1. Tl"actors & Equipment 66.6 

Each (X) represents~ ot the men. 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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2. liscellaneous (drills,) 73 • .3 
)'. Plows 41.6 

UllXXXXXIXXXUXXXXXDXXXXXXXXXXXXXU 
1uxnuxx1uxnrmx 

4~ Feeding 3.3 II 
S. Coabines 36.6 
6. Trucks 23.3 

xxxxxxxxxzxxxxxrxx 
xxxxuxxxxn 

7. •1lJc1ng lachines & 
Coolers 3.3 II 

FIGURE lJ 

THE PEllCEN'J:AGE OF TCJrAL DIVESTMENT II VARIOUS KINDS OF EQUIPMENT 
AT TIME OF RECEIVDiG THE AMERICAN J'ABMER DmREE. 

JnJ.ts or 1au1.nment 
1. Tractors & Equipment 
2. Miscellaneous 
3. Plws 
4. Feeding 
5. Canbines 
6. Trucks 

Per Cent or total 
Egutmept In, 

57.7 
ll.9 
8.7 
1.1 

]J.5 
7.1 

FIGURE 14. 

Each (I) represents 2% of 
Total Ipygt.ment 

XXXXIXIIXXXXXXXXXJXXJXXXXXXXX 
llXlll 
xn:x 
I 
mon: 
XXII 

THE PERCENTAGE OF TCJrAL INVESTMENT II VARIOUS KINDS CF EQUIPMENT. 
(1947). 

JNta 9f Equipment 

1. Tractars & Equipment 
2. lliecellaneous 
). Pl.owe 
4- Feeding 
5. Caabines 
6. Truolr:s 
7. Milldng Machines & 

Coolers 

Per Cent ot total 
EgpiP!!!Pt Inr, 

J~t.3 
17. 
9:.2 
.4 

20.3 
lJ.9 

·• 

Kach (X) represents 2% at 
the total IpqBtaent, 
xxxxxxxxxxxxmxxxx 
nnunx 
DIII 
X 
xxnuxnx 
xxxxnx 
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TABLE NO. 22A 
DCBEASE CF LIVESfOCK AND MA.CHIIERY INVES?MENTS BY PERIODS 

FRtlk1 TlJIE RECEIVING THE DmREE. 

Groaps 

Group A (12 in study_ ·i 
Greup B (l<l 1n stmy 
Group C (29 in study 

TOTAL mJS'l'MENT 

1947 J' increase 
lDL. gr Im:, 

tios.932 14 
104.322 41 
178,071 50 

'f ALt.JE OF IRYISftENT AT TIME OF BICEIVING THE DEGRKE. 

In. Yrq. 
i lnRIUt 

1.4 
10. 
10. 

Group A 
Group B 
Group C 

Value 
$15,755 
42,490 
99,040 

Each (X) represents $4,000 ir.rvestment. 
IXXX 

Group A 
Group B 
Group C 

VALUE OF DIVES'DID'l' (1947) 

Value 
$108,932 
104,322 
178,071 

Each (z) nprennts $4,000 investment. 

··~~······················ XXXXXXIXlXXXXllXXX.XXXXXIXJ 
xxxrxxxxxxxnmxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Table 22A presents the total livestock and maeh!nery investments ot 

the sixty .American Farmers by periods. The twelve represented in Group 

A receiving the degree during the ten year span tran 1928-38 have a 

total investment ot $108,932 or U$ increase in value from tiae they 

reoeim the degree. The next group ot nlneteen who received the degree 

trca 19.38-42 have an investment ot $104,.322 or 41$ increase in value. 

Group C nth twenty-nine Jaerican Farmers in the group and receiving 

the degree from 1942-47 have an investment ot $178,071 a:r 5~ increase. 

·• 



Group A started tarming during a period when prices were on a 

d Oll'lllfal"d trem. Al though the thle represented by Group B is only a 

period ot tour 7ears, or ah: yea:ra leas than Group A, the total 

iuns1ilnent tar this group pNVed much greater accordingly with a 

total et $104,322. At this tille prices were on a slight upward 

trem which tact was advantageOW! to the farmer. Group c, who 

reoeiTed the degree between 1942•47,. was at a de.f'inite advantage as 

these young men started farndng during a period or rapid price increase. 

Young men fortunate enough to begin farming during the rising scale ot 

prices have a de.f'inite advantage over those starting to farm during 

a period ot dropping prices. 

TABLE 10. 23 

lfllBER OF ACRES AND VALUE OP LAND arm BY SIXTY AMERICAN 
FARIIERS. AT TDIE DBlREE WAS RECEIVED AND DESmNATm PERIODS. 

Acres 
xw, s1nc, etment reoeiyed the dtl£!! 

4 or 1,,, 5 to 8 9 to 19 
No. lo. Ho. 

50 or leas l 
51 - 150 1 l 
151 - 300 2 2 1 

Total 4 .3 1 

Value 

$3,000 
7.,000 

39,800 

'49,800 
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TABLE NO. 24 

BtllBER ~ ACRES OF CROP LARD RENTED ARD .AMOlJR'l' REIT PAID BY 
SIXTY AMERICAN FARMERS AT TDlE DDlREE WAS RECEITID. 

Acree 
•,, gt uvo ,w, et.mm'"''"' the·a,a:ee 

4 9f h•• 5 to 8 9 to 19 
lo. Bo. ~; No. Aye. Rent 

··~;.)·? 

SO or less s 2 3 l/3 ot crop 
51 • 150 6 5 2 " 
151 - 300 9 6 2 It 

301 - 500 4 2 0 " 501 and over 1 1 2 fl 

Total 25 16 9 1/3 ot crop 

Tables 23 and 24 sh• the aeres ot land owned am rented by the 60 

American Farmers at the time they reoeiTed the degree. Table 23 

shows there is a slight.q greater treDi toward ownership ot lam by the 

bays who received the degree during the last t• rears. M~ or the young 

tanera, h•ner, did not Olt'l1 any lam at all. The atm7 shows where 

no land ns owned, generally a greater mmber of acres were rented. 

Table 24 shows that mare students rented cm an average or 151 to JOO 

Acres at lam. This seemed to be the most suitable size ot t81'11 far 

the 7tR1Dg Future Farmer to launch into his career as a tanier. The 

average rent paid ror use or .lam amounted to 1/3 ot the orop produced, 

or ita equi'ff&len.t. Tb.is would imioate the aceepted rental price 

tor Oklahana farm lam especially to F .F .A. members to be 1/3 ot the 

crop preduced. 
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TABLE NO. 25 

ACRES OF CROPS GROWi' THIS LAST SEASON BY SIXTY AMERICAN FARMERS 
(1946 • 50 YomtG IIER FARMING) 

Acree 
Grown 

Wheat 
Cott an 
Leg\:1198 
Corn 
Oats 
Barl97 
lliseellaneoua 

(Gr. Sarghma, 
Peanut.a, Soybeans, 
etc.) 

6,337 
359 

1,753 
732 

1,564 
287 

Total Acres ll,928 

No. or Sttdents 
Growing 

35 
9 

37 
22 
.35 
14 

17 

Per Cent 
ot stments 

58 • .3 
15 
61 
36.7 
58 • .3 
23.3 

or this group ot eixt7, approxiaateq tort7-tive are activeq 

engaged in producing f'arm crops today. Ten ot the sixty not being 

activeq engaged in farming am five being released rran military 

SC'Tiee too late to pl.ant crops this last spring am fall. At 

least 61% raise leg,mes with 58.)% raising wheat and oats on their 

farms. This statement may be misleading as the 58 • .3% producing 

wheat produced 6,337 acres whereas the 58.)% producing oats had 

onq 1,564 acres. This total imicatee that wheat will in all 

probability remain Oklabaaa's No. 1 grain crop for some time to come 

as ot the U.928 acres ot creps grown by these young men, over halt 

of this amount is in wheat. The intense interest in g:rorlng legumes 

is 1n all probability due to the greater mmber ot livestock found 

cm the t'8l'llla ot these ;yoang aen, the increased need tor protein 



FIGURE 15. 

THE PERCDTAGE OF CROPS GRCMN THIS LAST SEASON BY SIXTY 
AIIERIOAN FARMERS (1946). 

Crops 

1. 1.eguaea 
2. Wheat 
3. Oats 
4. Carn 
s. M-iscellaneous 
6. Barlq 
7. Cotton 

Per Cent 
Gr91,1pg 

61. 
58.) 
58.3 
36.7 
28.3 
23.3 
15. 

Each {x} rem:eauts 2% gt the men, 

·····~··········· XUXIUXKIXXll 
xuxouxm 
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FIGURE 16. 

ACRES OF CROPS GRClffl THIS LAST SEASON BY SIXTY AMERICAN FARMERS. 
(1946). 

Qrgps 

1. Wheat. 
2. Legumes 
3. Oita 
4. Jliecellaneous 
5. Corn 
6. Cotton 
7. Barley-

b, or 4cr•o 
6,3.37 
1,753 
1,564 

896 
732 
359 
2~ 

Each CI) represent.a 200 Acres, 

xnxon 
.mx 
XIII 
IX 
X 

FIGURE 17 

THE ltllBER OP STUDENTS GROWING VARIOUS IINDS OF CROPS THIS LAST 
SEASON (1946). 

n2, < students 

1. £egmaes 
2. Wheat 
3. Oats 
4. Carn 
5. Jl1scellaneous 

37 
35 
35 
22 
17 
14 6. Barlq 

7. Cotton 9 

laph (x) represents one student, 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
XJlXXXXXXXXXIXXXXXXXXXXXXXxJxXXX:XXX 
XXJXXXXXXXXXXIXXXJ.IlXl.X.XXXXXXXXI 
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to tbe decrease in acres in cotton ar:d. their training in soil 

conaervatimt 1n vocational agricultural classes. 

TABLE NO. 26 

'!HE NtllBER Oi' JUDGING CONTESTS PARTICIPAftl) II BY SIXTY AIIERICAI 
FARMERS WHILE ACTIVELY ENGAGED IB F .F .A. ACTIVITIES. 

Contest Local Per Cent State Per National 
No. No. Cent No. 

Livestock: 43 71.6 29 48 • .3 5 
Dair)" 29 48.3 '21 45 1 
Crops 22 36.6 16 26.6 0 
Poult?-y 24 40 15 25 0 
Grain lJ 21.6 11 18.3 0 
Terracing 15 25 10 16.6 0 
Public Speaking 13 21.6 5 8.3 0 

Total contests entered 159 6 

Per 
Cent 

s • .; 
1.6 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

This group of men were active participants 1n jmging contests. llan;r 

ot the group participating in three and four events. Livestock seemed 

to attract more participants than any other contest, but all classes 

had many entries. A majority were succesatul in winning places in the 

loeal contests am the group proved to be well represented in the state 

meets. or 159 local contests entered, 113 were successtul am eaupeted 

1n state eventa. The nUllber entering Rational competition prowd a little 

disappointing as only 6 stated that the7 entered this leftl of judging. 
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TABI.E NO. Z1 

JIE!HOOS USED IN BECOJ4ING F.STABLISHED IN F ARIIDlG BY THE SllTY 
AJIERICAB r ARD.BS. 

Started with parent• 
lamed J10D87 as ( parent• 
laborer on f ara ( others 
Borrowed aor,,q 
Moved on tara alone 

Total luaber 

lumber 

41 
14 
6 

41 
3 

Per Cent 

68.3 
23.3 
10 
68.3 
s 

At the present time tttt7 ot the aht7 .A:llerice Farmers are actually 

engag9d 1n fandng. The ot.her ten, honwr, clo have jobs veey cloeeq 

related to agrioultm.... Of those fal'lling todq, a total ot l.OS 

answerB were giftD aa to how the7 becaM establ18hed 1n taJ'lling. 1ort7-()M 

or '- started with their parents 813d the .... nuaber borr•ed J10M7 t.o 

mlp get started bl their choeen field. Fourteen earned aone7 as laborers 

on the:lr parents• fara while six earned aone7 as a laborer on other than 

hia parent's fara. Three took over caaplete duties ot tara!Dg imllediate]T 

upon graduathg from vocational agrioulture. Because of the illness am 
death of their fathers, two o.t the bo.r• took eomplete charge while the 

third lived alone for a short period ot time with his own stock due to 

lack ot grae1Dg land at home. 
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TABLE NO. 28 

SKILLS LEARNU> IN VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE BEING USID TCDAY BY 
OKLAH CIIA AMERICAN FARMERS. 

Sld.ll 

Cast.rating 
Balaneing rat1Cll18 
Soil Cons...,.atioa 
J'ruit sprqing 
Livestock apraJ'iDg 
Vaoc1natian 
Farm Mechanics 
llilk testing 

55 
54 
20 
13 
10 
7 
5 
4 

Total skills 168 
Ave. std.Us used by each 

American Farmer 2.8 

Per Cent Using 

91.6 
90. 
33.3 
21.6 
16.6 
ll.6 
s.3 
6.6 

¥NII the 60 que&tlcmnatres returned, 55 reported that they did 

all their own livestock castrating and helped others with the same 

job. Fifty-tour fed or helped f'eed balanced rations to livestock. 

ot the group actually owning livestock, 100% are feeding balanced 

rations. We must keep in mit:d that part or the group have not 

beoane completely established in £arming since release f'ran military 

ser,,ice. A. more complete soil conservation program is being established, 

with twent7 considering the practice very important. Frcn all 

indications this group does not go into an extensive fruit growing 

program as only thirteen have the need for seasonal spraying or 
fruits. Ten ot the thirteen have a more complete use or their spra7 equip

ment by spraying livestock ard barns. Seven vaccinate their om 
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an!aala, while five do welding am similar sJdlls learned in the 

t&l'm shop. On]Jr tour deem it necessary to test their own milk. 

TABLE NO. 29 

NtllBER OF THE SIXTY OILAHCIIA AMERICAN FARMERS WHO .ATTENDFl> 

COLLEGE. 

Ko. who 
entered 
College 

lfo. who 
graduated ·~· earning Masters Degree 

coursee PFIU4 
Agriculture Non Agriculture 

24 7 4 22 

A total ot 24 of the y-oung men attemed college tor at least 

one semester with the average attendance slightly' OV"er one year. 

Senn attained a B. s. Degree with tour of the ae'f'en doing 

adTanced work, receiTing higher degrees.. One of the 8ffen is 

a veterinarian in O klahana today. At present five of the 24 

2 

are still in college. Twenty-tw-o of the 24 pursued or are pursuing 

agricultural courses. Oklahana A. am 14. claimed 19 while tin 

more students attemed three other colleges. 

TABLE NO. JO 

HOJIORS ATTAINED BY THE TWENTY-FOUR AMFJUCAN FARMERS WHO ATTENDED 
COLLEGE. 

Rcmor 

Major honors 
Alpha Zeta 
Phi lappe. Phi 
Who•a Who 
Class orticer 
student COII!lcil 

BUllber 

; 
2 
1 
2 
2 

Per Cent. 

20.8 
s • .3 
4.2 
s.3 
8 • .3 



Honor 

Other honors 
Jmgtng team 
Blue Key 
Deana Honor Roll 
Dantorth Award 
Athletic award 

TABLE NO • .30 Continued 

Number 

5 
2 
2 
1 
1 

Per Cent 

20.8 
8 • .3 
8 • .3 
4.2 
4.2 

As Table .30 suggests, a high percentage at the twenty-four 

American Farmers attending college won collegiate honors. Alpha 

?Atta, a National honorary scholastic fraternity, which only baa chapters 

at agricultural colleges, claimed 20.8%. Phi Kappa Phi, a National 

honor society composed of undergraduates ranking in the upper eighth 

ot each school, Class Officers and Student Council each had a repres-en

tation of 8 • .3% or the group. <ae American Farmer rated Who• s Who. 

Some or the other honors attained by these young men while in college 

were membership on various jmging teams, Blue Key, Dean's Honor 

Roll, Danforth and Athletic awards. These selective honors speak 

well for the leadership training received while in high school 

F.F.A. activities. 

TABLE NO. Jl 

ATTENDANCE AT PART-TIME OR EVENING CLASSES HEID BY THE INSTRUCTOR 
OF VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE. 

Class 

Part-time 
Evening 

Total 

Number Atterning 

10 
24 

34 

Per Cent Attending 

16.6 
40. 

56.6 

47 



Table 31 shows that 34 or 56.6% of' the group or .American Farmers 

furthered their education while at hane through the medium or part

time or evening classes comucted by their local vocational agriculture 

department. Forty percent took advantage of' evening classes while 

16.6% atterned part-time classes. 

TABLE NO. 32 

PRESENT (1947) FARMING STATUS OF OltLAHCMA AMERICAN FARMERS. 
(50 AlllllICAN FARMERS IN THIS STUDY) 

Status Humber Per Average Sise 
Cent Acres Acres 

Own ta.ra 24 48 4,343 86.8 
Rent tarm 35 70 7,50'1 150 
Farm manager 7 14 2,450 49 
Partneriship 13 26 7,123 142 
Share cropper with 

parent a 1 2 320 320 

Total acres being farmed 21,743 Average 435 

Filiy ot the sixty who are actively engaged in farming have a total 

or 21,743 acres under their jurisdiction, averaging 435 acres each. 

Twenty-tour own 4,343 acres while many or the same group with others 

totaling thirty-f'ive rent 7,50'1 acres of lam. A small group or seven are 

serving in the capacity of farm managers while thirteen more are 

tarming in partnership with father, brother, or f'riern. Only one 

signified that he was farming on the share with his parents. 



TABI.E BO. 33 

JRJIIBER CS AMERICAN FABIIERS KEEPING REC~ ON MAJOR AiD 
Mn.JClt EBTERPRlSF.S. 

( 50 LIVING ON FARMS) 

Enterprise lfWlber 
leeping Records 

Per Cent 
Keeping Records 

•Jor enterprises 
llinor enterprises 

44 
35 

88 
70 

FIGURE 18 

PRE.SENT FABIIING STATOO CF Cl<:LAHCllA AJIERltAN FARIIERS 

Acre a 
Staty 

1. Rent farm 
2. Partnership 
.3. Own tara 
4. Farm llanager 
5. Share cropper w itb 

parents 

bejpg 11£114 

7,5C1'1 
7,123 
4,343 
2,450 

.320 

Each Cxl rem:ennt1 lOQ om•, 
IXXXIXXXXXXXXXXXXXJXJXYJ 
nxIXXIXIXXXX XX J XX XXXXXX 
IllllllIXXIlIX 
XXXXXIXI 
I 

status fir Cent fm1 pg Each Cx represents 2' 9' the Farmers 
1. Rent f ara 70 
2. On Fara 48 
3. Partaarship 26 
4. Farm lanager 14 
5. Share cropper with 2 

parents 

nxxxxrn:xxxxxxuxxxxxmxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxu 
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FIGURE 19. 

THE PERCENTAGE OF AMERICAN FARMERS IN FARM ORGANIZATIONS 
TODAY. 

9rf!ntzat1on i ot Farmers Each ex> represents l$ ot the Farmers. 
1. · Farmer's Union 
2. Farm Bureau 
.3. Farmer's Coop 
4. Cattlemen's As•. 
5. Dairy Breeders Asa. 
6. Shar'thorn Breeders 
7. Miscellaneous 
8. Swine Breeders 
9. Artif'icial 

Insemination. 
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Table 3.3 shows that a great majority or these men continue to 

keep records of their major ar¥1 minor enterprises af'ter leaving the 

direct inf'luence of their vocational agriculture instructor. or 

the groop or 50 tarming today, 44 or 88% keep complete record.a 

on their major enterprises while 35 or 701' keep records on their 

minor enterprises. 

TABLE NO. 34 

NUMBER OF FARM ORGANIZATIONS OF WHICH THE SIXTY AMERICAN FARMERS 
ARE MP>tffiERS TOOAY. (1947) 

Organization Number Off'ices % Holding 
Held 

Farmer's Union 20 33.3 2 10. 
Farm Bureau 11 18 • .3 2 18. 
Farmer's Coop 7 ll.6 0 0 
Dair.Y Breeder's Assoc. 6 10. 2 3.3.3 
Cattlemen's Assoc. 7 11.6 1 14.3 
Shorthorn Breeders Assoc. 5 s.3 1 20. 
Swine Breeder's Assoc. 4 6.6 2 50. 
Artificial Insemination 2 3.3 1 50. 
Miscellaneous 5 8.3 0 o. 

Total 67 11 
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Table 34 suggests that the sixty American Farmers continue to be 

actiTe leaders in their camnunity and State farm organizations. 

These 6o men hold 67 active memberships in rarm organizations. 

Eleven are not only active members, but hold offices at the present 

time in their farm groups. The Farmer's Union has the greatest 

number of members f'rcm this group with the Farm Bureau claiming the 

second highest representation. 

TABLE NO. 35 

NUMBER OF THE SIXTY AMERICAN FARMERS IN ARMED FORCES AND 

EFFECT UPON FUTURE FARMING PLANS. 

Military Service Ave. No. months in service 
Yes No. 

No. i No. % 
25 41.6 35 58.4 23 

Ways in which future farming plans were changeda 

Tempararil,y delayed 
Appreciate .farm life more 
Raise grain instead ot livestock. 
Bought ldlking shorthorn html instead of so 

many beef cattle 

Total 

Future plans changed 
Yea Ho. 

12 13 

No. % 

7 11.6 
3 5. 
1 1.7 

1 1.7 

12 20. 

A total of twenty-five or the sixty American Farmers served an 

average of twenty-three months each in the armed forces. Twelve of the 

group claim that their f'uture farming plans have been changed somewhat 

due to the average lapse of twenty-three months in their farming program. 

Thirteen have started where they left off with no particular change 

in their tarming schedule. Seven, or 11.6%, were temporarily delayed 
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in reaching the size ot business they desire in their f'arm.i11g 

program, while three others suggested that they appreciate farm 

life mare than wer after military service am plan to do a better 

job 1n their community farming program. Because ot the higher 

costs of livestock, one young farmer claimed he could not afford to Pa,' 

the price at this time to get livestock hence would raise more 

grain than previously. still another decided to diversity his 

main cattle enterprises by adding dairy animals to a herd that 

was prniously composed entirely of beef. Table 35 suggests that 

the majority of the twenty•five in military service have returned 

to what will umoubtedly prove to terminate in a more profitable 

am deeper f'ulf'illment of' lite on Oklahoma farms. 
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 

After compiling the results of the 60 questionnaires returned from 

71 living Oklahoma American Farmers, many interesting deductions were 

made. Having ;proved themselves worthy to be holders ot the coveted 
\ 

.American Far•i- Degree, these 60 young men have continued their strides 

in agriculture and leadership, contributing much in raising the standard 

of rural living for the Oklahoma farmer. 

I 

EDU04l;IONAL ATTAINJ4EHTS CF THE 60 QKMHOMA AMERICAN FABM§R§ 

All 60 of the American Farmers studied had received their diplomas 

from high school. A total of 52 or 86. 7% studied vocational agriculture 

during the complete tour year course. None of the group had less than 

three years vocational agriculture during their high school career. 

·, total of 24 or JP1, ot the young men attended college, for an 

average attendance of one year. Seven attained their B.S. Degree in 

Agriculture with four of the seven receiving even higher agriculture 

degrees. Twenty-two of the 24 pursued or are pursuing agricultural 

courses. Deyoel in his study of young men from Michigan found that 

3~ of vocational agriculture graduates from high school attended college 

for a short period of time. From this comparison we can see that the 

Cklahoma American Farmer is more concerned in advancement by furthering 

his education than the average vocational agricultural graduate. 

1 
G.P. Deyoe, "Young llen from llichigan Farms," llichigan State College 

Bulletin Number 256, pp. 47-IJl. 
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DIDREE Cf LEADERSHIP SH(!B 

A high percentage of leadership ability has been shown by these men 

trom the time the,- were enrolled 1n vocational agriculture until the 

present day. This group ot 60 held a total of 242 organization offices 

during their high school career. ill but three held offices in the F .F • .A, 

while these three were definite leaders in other phases of school work. 

There were 43 F .F .A. presidents, 28 vice-presidents, 24 secretaries, 

22 treasurers, 15 reporters, and 5 watchdogs represented 1n this group of 

60. Also there were 14 representatiws on student councils, 36 class 

officers, 11 athletic team captains, 4 newspaper reporters, and 40 others 

who showed outstanding leadership abilit,- such as band soloist, honor 

society officers, and Sunday School Superintendents. 

A high degree of leadership continued with the group into college 

life. Twelve of the 24 entering college won 12 major leadership honors, 

while 11 more followed with minor leadership honors. 

While becoming established in fanning it appears as though these 

men continue to be active leaders in their respective conununities. 

Fitty•f ive of the 60 actively engaged 1n not only doing their own jobs, 

but are helping others perform special skills when the need arises. 

neven hold office in local and state farm organizations with 60 of the 

•n holding 67 memberships in these activities. The Farmer's Union has 

the greatest number of members from this group with 20. Two hold major 

off ices. The Farm Bureau claims the second h1€hest representation of 

11 and two of' these hold office. 

BECOM.:00 :ESTABLISHED IN :FARlmJG 

The 50 American Farmers actually farming today listed 5 major methods 

used in becOlli.Dg established in farming. Some used two and three of the 
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methods suggested, giving a total of 105 answers as to the procedure ot 

becoming established in farming. Sixty-eight and three tenths per cent 

started with their parents and in addition borrowed money. Twenty-three 

and three tenths per cent earned money while working as laborers tor 

parents while 10% earned money working as laborers for persons other than 

their parents. A small group ot 5% borrowed money and moved on farm alone 

so as to acquire the needed apace for livestock. 

A majority of the parents, being progressive, owned all or a part 

of the farm land. This would appear to be an incentive in helping the 

young f armer establish himself in farming sooner than those whose parents 

do not own the home farm. Most of this group were well on their way to 

successful farming careers at the end of the first five year period. 

Xenestr1ck2 in Chio found that establishment in farming was faster in 

the case of those who came from farms in which the parents had full 

ownership or part ownership. According to Hoek~ study of "young men 

partial]J or fully established in farming were usually the sons ot 

progressive farmers." 

LI'{FSTQCK AND E9YIPJMI' QWUD BI CJLAHQMA A!ffiRICAN FARMER§ 

Of the 60 YOW!lg men answering the questionnaire, only 50 are actively 

engaged in farming, therefore, only 50 own livestock and equipment necessary 

for the welfare of any successful farm business. 

At the completion of the vocational agricultural course these YOUlli 

men owned $ll8,'81 worth of livestock while today the value ot their 

2n.G. Kenestrick, "Some Economic Factors Affecting the Establishment of 
All-Day Students of Vocational Agriculture in Ohio in Farming, 11 Departmept 
of AgriculWJ:al ljducation, Ohio state University, 19.36. 

3P:.R. Hoskins, "Young Men in Farming" Vocati9Ul F.duca\ion Bulletin 
Number 188. Washington, D.C.: Office of Education, 1936. 
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livestock: is worth $231,357 or a total gain of $ll2,S76 1n livestock value. 

This is all the more aigniticant in view of the fact that 10 ot the 60 

have no livestock whatsoever. Also approximately 50% of the American 

Farmers have received their degree during the last five years which would 

naturally limit the time necessary to build good livestock herds. Dairying 

has been advancing rapidly and from all indications will become a major 

enterprise 1n <Jtl.ahoma. At the time this group finished their vocational 

agricultural course 43 awned beef and 21 owned dairy herds whereas today 

30 mm beef and 28 own dairy herds. 

The value of equip1ent cwned by the group has Dl8de a spectacular 

rise from $38,804 at time of completion of vocational agricultural work, 

to a value of $159,968 or 75.7% increase. Possibly this great increase 

in value of fal'll equip•nt is due to the high prices bein8 received for 

grain which suggests the need for tractors, combines, etc., to help speed 

production 1n conducting an efficient farm businesa. 

FARM.ING STATUS 

Fifty of the American Farmers actively engaged in farming have a 

total of 21, '143 acres under their jurisdiction, averaging 435 ac:res each. 

Twenty-four own farms, 35 rent, 13 are in partnership, 7 act as farm 

managers while one is :farming on the share with his parents. Of the 

21,743 acres under their control, a total of ll, 928 were in crops this 

last season (1946). Sixty-one per cent of the group farming raised 

legumes while 58.3% produced wheat and oats. The 58.3% producing wheat 

harvested 6,337 acres whereas the 58.3% producing oats only harvested 

1,564 acres. Also the 61% growing legumes, only produced 1,75.3 acres 
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which would show that wheat is definitely the leader among the f isld crops. 

The rest of the acreage is divided among cotton, corn, barley, grain sorghuae, 

peanuts, and e07beana. A 11ajorit1 of the men continue to keep records ot 

their major and minor enterprises when the:, begin to farm for theaselves. 

Eighty-eight per cent keep records on their major enterprise while 701, deem 

it necessary to keep recorda on their minor enterpriaes. According to these 

7oung men, they consider keeping records ot ftlue and continue to do ao as 

is evidenced by the facts Just stated. 
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