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INTRODUCTICON

The use of films for two years in the vocational homemaking
classes in the Chelsea High School led to the conviction that the
motion picture increases the value of homemaking educetion. This cone-
viction in turn suggested that the commercial motion picture is play-
ing an important part in shaping the beliefs and ideals -« in fact,
the lives - of young people in this country today. This study, there-
fore, represents en effort to appraise the educative value of a limited
number of films shown in selected commercial motion picture theatres.

The motion picture theztre has become a social institution in
this country and obviously the commercial film is & powerful instrument
for molding opinions end disseminating ideas. In writing of the
educational value of films Dale says,

#We have learned...ssse+e...that the information, emotions,
attitudes, conduct, and sleep of children and youth are affected
by their attendance at motion pictures. We have further learned
that the nature of these effects depend upon two factors: (1)
the content of the motion pictures viewed and_(2) the ways in
which these persons reacted to this content.®
If the fact may be accepted that the motion picture has as positive
an effect on children andiyouth, as the above quotation suggests,
homemaking teachers should be concerned about the kind of individual
portrayed and the kind of home life shown on the screen. Moreover,
to be of value in teaching homemaking in this country the motion
picture should portray charscters whose actione reflect democratic
princinles, and patterns for family living which emphasize devotion
to democratic wvalues.

It seeme that conecern for the educative value of commercial

1 Edgar Dale, Content Of Motion Pictures, p. 1.



films might bring valuable returns in changed individual behavior.
This idea is suggested by the fact that

"Scientists who have studied the effect of motion pictures on
children and youth have discovered that boys and girls and young
men and women remember a great deal of what they see at the movies.
And, unlike some lessons they get out of books, there is little
forgetting."2

If, then, boys and girle and young men and young women forget little
of what they see in motion pictures, they may frequently find them=
selves imitating what they have seen. In other words, the motion
picture is apt to induce a change of behavior in youth and so is an
important means of stimulating leerning. This fact is pointed out in
Time On Your Hands, a book on the wise use of leisure. The authors
of this treatise quote as follows from a report given by Gwen, a

high school student; and cite the class discussion which her report
stimulated.

" 'But I think the most interesting thing I found out is how
much movies influence us without our knowing it. Did you know
that when Clark Gable took off his shirt in It Happened One
Night and everybody could see he wasn't wearing an undershirt,
the sale of undershirts dropped 40 to 50%2 Honestly! You
lock as if you don't believe me. Don't you remember Veronice
Lake was asked not to wear her hair over her eye in that peek-
a~boo style because women war workers who imitated her couldn't
see and got their hair into the machines? Just think a minute
about whether movies have ever affected you. Any confessions?'...
Ted admitted that when he was in elementary school he was
frightened for weeks by a serial which showed the hero thrown into
a dungeon cluttered with skulls and bones of former residente.
Ann said that after someone told her she loocked like Katherine
Hepburn she went through a state of trying to adopt her manner-
isme. Pete contributed that he had never had much use for the
Chinese. The Chinese he had known were villians of the old
thrillers of his childhood. Alex, the class humorist, said that
he was learning "what you might call romantic techniques® from
the movies. In the laughter that followed, Gwen saw that she
had made her point--the students recognized that the movies in-
fluenced their own ideas and actions."3

2 Edgar Dale, How Io Aporeciate Motion Pictures, p.212.
3 National Education Associstion, [ime Op Your Hands, p. 4, 57, 58.



This discussion supplies us with rather startlin: evidence of the ways
in which the movies have influenced the ideas snd actions of certesin
high school students.

Moreover, the motion picture has been czlled one of the three
great meene of commerciel recreation in this country today and is &n
especially popular form of recreation among ycuth. Listening to the
radio and reading arc¢ two other recreational procedures which occupy
the leisure time of many people. The stetistics below throw light
upon the popularity of the motion picture theatre.

"There are approximately 20,000 motion pieture thestres in the
United States, and the influence they exert upon the mental
habits of a large part of our population is probably immense,
Upwards of 60,000,000 people ettend motion pictures each week,
and sample studies suggest that nearly a fourth of them (attending)
mey be between the age of 16 and 24. This means that youth average
sbout one attendance at a motion picture weekly."
Nor is this privilege limited to only = few localities. "There sre
more movie theatre: than banks in the U. S., and there are three times
as many movie theatres as depsrtment stores."® Children and adults
the country over have the privilege of attending motion pictures
regularly and apparently do so since there are audiences for so large
a number of theatres in the United States. We may add to these con-
siderations the fact that a large amount of money is spent annually
by producers, a&s well ae those who attend the motion pictures. Wreen
end Harley state

Meweemwe-eme=that the money tied up in produeing, distributing,
and showing films emounts to twe billion dollars? That in 1939
the movies took in at the box office $673,045,000, Two-thirds
of all the money spent for what we've called audience recreation,

4 C, G, VWreen and D, L. Harley, Time On Their Hands, American
Council On Education, p. 25.

5 National Education Association Op. cit. pp.57-58.



like football and circuses, goes into the box office of movie
theatres."6

The above statistics tend to support the earlier assumption that the
motion picture plays an important role in molding public opinion. They
also provide evidence that the motion picture must be ranked as an
importent factor in the lives of the people in this country. In fact
many of the pictures produced in Hollywood are based upon books written
by well known authors and lelact;d because of their sale and popularity.
In addition, “educational" films (often directed and produced by
educators) are becoming increasingly available through strategically
located film libraries, at least one to each state. Too, educational
®"shorts® cut from popular commercial films recently have been made
available for classroom use; and, upon request, many commercisl firms
of high reliability are providing schools with free films. These films
are designed to advertise specific products and to aequaint the publie
with the steps in processing or producing all sorts of consumer goods.
But statistics slone eean prove little in terms of the educative
value of the motion picture. The truth of this statement is readily
recognized ﬁy those who believe that the schools of our land are
obligeted to see thet cur students meet with experiences which will
clarify for them the ideclogy upon which our national life is built;
i. e., democracy. In other words, democracy must be given meaning
through the school since democracy exists only in the ideals cherished
and preserved by the individusl. So, all educators might well be

concerned as to whether the pictures seen by the yocuth of our ecountry,

encourage the cherishing and the use of democratic values.

6 Wreen and Harley, Op. eit.,p. 25.



It seems fair to assume that the home economist shares this con-
cern with all other teachers and feels responsibility for discovering
new and better ways to challenge the student to strive to be more
democratic or to behave democraticelly in any or all situations. The
home economist, then, must modify constantly her teeching procedure so
as to challenge her students to become ever more objective about develop-
ing in themselves those personelity traits which characterize the dem-
ocratic person. She,too, must be concerned about the kind of home in
which each student lives and the quality of living which goes on with-
in the home, This quelity of living is of necessity influenced by
forces at work within the home itself and in the social environment of
which the home is a part.

If we are to have a free world, democracy must be precticed in
every dey living both in and out of the hore by everyone working to-
gether cocperatively and intelligently for the good of all concerned,
Otto defines democracy as, "An intelligent use of cooperstive means
for the prosressive attainment of significant pereonelities.“7

This characterization of democracy thrcws into prominence the
idee that democracy rest upon the individual; that the democratic
perscn meets all situations with understarding and an awareness of
meny influencing factors; and that democratic values may be used
safely a8 guides in determining deliberative action. It further
suggests the working together of groups on pertinent problems involving
idess, interests and velues with which ell are concerned., Obviously

cooperative action will lead to & wiser solution of common problems

7 Max C. Otto, "John Dewey's Philosophy," Ihe Soclel Frontier, p.266.



and will promote better relationship between individuals and groups
than the same effort uncorreleted.

In turn the process of working together to better conditions
affecting the group involved is prone to promote the development of
desireble personal traits., Effective personslity is not inherited,
but acquired by association with other people. Individuals need to be
encouraged to express their ideas, to make use of their talents, and
through social experiencing, to improve their personality. Thus each
may further develop himself while he and others about him are enjoying
better living., Especially in the family all members must work together
a8 & unit in solving problems of concern to the group as a whole. In
the happy femily group the finding of satisfactory solutions to all
personal and group problems becomes as important to each individual
as to the group at lerge and the person significant for democratic
home living is merked by a high degree of social sensitivity.

The individual who is socially sensitive is conscious of others
around him., He senses socisl problems and is willing to help find
a working solution for them. He enjoys the sharing of both his know-
ledge and his worldly possessions. He is conscious of his obligation to
contribute to society and to the human race as a whole.

Secondly, the person who is guided by democratic values obligates
himself to think reflectively, i. e., scientifically, objectively, and
consistently. Such procedure is necessary if personal and group
problems are solved fairly and intelligently. From such democratic
procedures as conference, consultation, and group discussion, individuals
learn to think more relisbly and to sclve their own probleme ever more
wisely.

Creativeness, likewise, is & personality trait significant for



democratic living. Degrees of creetiveness become apparent in the
relative ease with which individuels adjust to different situations.
An individual acts creatively when he analyzes a situation carefully
and then uges hie knowledge in an original way to better the circum-
stances., One of the unique privileges of the family is to encourage
individual sbilities and interests and to help esch to find ways to
use his talents to create a happier world.

Self-direction is a fourth value cherished by the nould-be
democratlc rerson and protected by the family group which is con-
cerned about cresting democratic home ctmopshere. In our democracy,
one important responsibility of the family is to provide opportunity
for each of the family members to contribute to family planning. In
this way each becomes responsible for his own action and learns to
use intelligence wisely in every day living.

The individual who has grown up in a home where he has learned
to think reliably and for himself in all probability will be able to
think straight about the social and personal prohblems which he meets
in adult life and to plan the soluticn of these problems intelligently.
In short, as he is able to make wiser choices he becomes capable of
dealing more wisely with the many inevitable problems of right and
wrong (whether of & ;ersonal or a social nature) which he must face
today. The determining of right and wrong behavior is a major problem
in the lives of young people since each generation unwittingly or
deliberately modifies the socially accepted rules for right conduct.
In Family Living And Our Schools one finds the following recognition
of the sex problem as a major factor in the question of moral values.

"One especially important problem is to recognize the need of

young people for some enlightenment and clarificetion of the
maseuline and feminine roles, and of the place s#nd significance



of sex expression and sex functioning in life."8
Since, too, the motiocn picture industry hes accepted a code to reg-
ulate the moral tone of commercial films, we may assume that the
motion picture producers and the home economists find mutual interest
in the problem of clarifying the masculine and feminine roles in
society. It seems, however, from the discussion of the regulations
of movie morals which follows that the spirit of the code mey be
violated through technicalities even while respecting the letter of
the rulinga,

"American film producers are inured by now to the Hays Office
code which regulates movie morals. But British producers, trying
to distribute their wares widely in the U, S., have suddenly run
into trouble over the code. Two British films were found to be
objectional for the U, S,: The Wicked Lady because of too much
bare bosom, The Notorious Gentleman because of too little gentility.

Puzzled, the British called on Joseph I, Breen of the Johnston
(once Hays) Office for advice. Mr. Breen went to England and
explained the rules. He probably did not mention that U. S,
producers, knowing that things banned by the code help sell
tickets, have been subtly gettiing around the code for yeesrs e&s
pictms.al.oo-.o-.-teetifyt

The thing that annoys British film-meskers most about the
Production Code is the highly legslistic way it works, especially
regarding sex, To remove any symbol of a happy marrisge, £ double
bed is never shovn on the screen except with only one person in it.
"Indecent exposure®™ is prohibited, but any bathing suit passes =o
long as it has a high bodice. "Cleavage" is banned, but a tight
sweater is permissible. Brutality and drunkness are prohibited
except "when essential to the plot.® Very often producers insist
that such things are essential. Thus, though the Producticn Code
is restrictive, movie com;anies heve worked a nice compromise. They
obgerve its letter end violate its spirit as much as possible,"d

Be that as it may, if the spirit of the Code were allowed to regulste
action involving moral velues reflected in the motion pictures, the
screen might reflect that kind and quelity of home life prcmoted through

homemeking education,

8 Joint Committee On Curriculum Aspects of Education For Home And
Family Living, Femily Livinc In Our Schools, p. 4%.

9 Whitey O, Schafer, "Movie Censorship® Life Magazine, Vol. 21, No.l1&
(Cctober 28, 1946) 79-8€0.




Obviously, too, the kind of relationship which exiets between
individusl family members does not hinge exclusively upon moral problems.
Home life frequently is affected by the standard of living within the
home. Craig comments on standards of living by saying, "As you travel
over a city from the slum section--------you will say to yourself, 'I
certainly am gald I don't have to live like that,' Yet these homes
represent standards of 1iving."10 The Heller Committee for Research
in Social Economies considers standerds of living as followss

"The items, quantities, and prices used in any "standerd®™ budget
are inevitably subjeet to controversy. Few people agree on the
exact content of a decent standard of living either for them-
selves or for the members of another group, or on how far such a
standard should exceed the realitiec of present incomes and
habits of life. There is no practical use in a budget for wage
earners cogting twice the sverage wege and including items, such
as domestic service and rentals in an exclusive residential
district, which are completely outside the range of the wage-
earner's purchasing power. On the other hand, a mere reflection
of setual spending ways under present conditions, with the ever-
present possibility of undernourishment, over-crowding, and
insecurity, cannot be called a "standard.® A third difficulty
arises from the tremendous variation in standards and spending
habits of people of the seme ecconomic group. One family ec-
onomizes carefully in all fields of expenditure in order to main=-
tain a car on a modest income; another is buying & house; every
group includes the occasional family swamped by doctor's bills,
Une housevwife is a good seamstress, cook, and shopper, strong
and exceptionally thrifty. Others are less capable and can

get less value from the same income. Some families are large
and some small. It would be impossible to draw up suitsble
budgets for families of every size eand circumstance.®ll

In spite of the difficulties presented above which arise in attemnting
to define sherply what is meant by the term "standard of living," the
homemaking teacher generally recognizes that little can be done to
challenge students to think of ideals for home l1life while living in

homes characterized by poverty and want. On the other hand,

10 Hagzel T. Craig, 4 Guide %o Consumer Buving, p. 5.

1l Heller Committee for Kesearch in Social Economics, Quantity and
Cost Budgets for Four Ipcome Levels, p. 3.
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gtandards of living cennot accurately be determined by the income of
families of our nation since = great desl depends on how individual
families spend their income. However, it seems fair to conclude that
how well the necessities for healthful, happy home living are met
determines frequently how socially effective the lives of people are.
While there ean be no assurance of a democratic home atmosphere in the
home that does provide generously for the necescities of life, maximum
development for the individusl is only possible in zn enviromment which
promotes or stimulates heslthful living end good relationship smong
femily members. In brief, sn adequate standard of living promotes
healthful 1iving which in turn is conducive to setting up desirable
relationships among family members.

Moreover, democratic living is marked by a certain amount of
*muddling through® or seeking leads to action. Wherever concerted
action must be determined by group deeision, conflicting points of
view will appear. In a democratic group, such differences are
brought into harmony through the use of reason rather than of force.
Since, then, the first step in being reasonable is that of recognizing
that problems do exist, the ability to recognize and think clearly
about social issues or cultural conflicts is another trait sought for
by the would-be democratic person and many conflicts found in society
are reflected in the home. Christian says of this:

"Certain obligations devolve upon the teacher of home econocmics

who assumes responsibility for promoting livinge.es.....First,

she must make her pupile conscious of the eonflicts in our
sociely which are having repercussions on the home. Some of
these problems are releted to marriasge and divorce, child labor,
married women working outside the home, unemployment with all the
misery which it enteils, social security, soclalized medicine,
conservetion of natural resources, consumer problems, and wage

and hour legislation. In fact, any problem, with which soeciety as
a whole is concerned, affects in some way the home of our nation.
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We cennot develop an iderl home and family life without regard to
society, and students of home economics must be brought to see the
relationship of social forces to home development, "l
The sbove menticned conflicts in society affect in many ways the living
conditions of the home and the relationship of family members. When a
cerisis arises within the home which czn be traced to cultural conflict,
the situation in general might well be brought to the attention of the
entire group by those members of the family who feel that a better under-
etending eould be reached through discussion. If the entire family
talks and thinks the situation over and then puts into use that course
of action vhich seems the most plausible, an intclligent solution to
the problem may be found.
A heppy home life is an ideal cherished by many and this ideal
must be civen richer meaning through the school and throurh homemesking
education if the cultural influence of the home is to be made more
poeitive. The hap:y home may be characterized as follows:
"Home is the place of abode of persons bound together by ties of
affection; a place vhere affection of parents for each other, for
their children, #nd among all members of the family is nurtured
and enjoyed; where the immature are protected and guarded. A
plece where one may have rest, privecy, and a sense of security; where
one may enjoy his individuel tastes; where fundamental culture, con-
sisting of customs, language, courtesies and tr:ditions, is con-
served and pesssed on to the young. A place where regard for others,
loyalty, honesty, and other worthy cheracter traits are cultivated
and enjoyed--a haven, a sanctuary and a source of inspiration.'l
It is essumed that whenever these and other characteristics found in
happy home life are thrcown into relief by a film, the film cen be

capitaliged upon by the homemaking teacher to aid in clarifying for

12 Johnie Christian, Home Economics and Democratic Living, p. 4.

13 Lita Bene, "What Next In Homemeking," Ladies Home Journal,
Vol. 47, Part I (March, 1930) p. 20
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her students the meaning of the phrase "happy home life" and in
stimulating youth to want to create such homes.

In brief, each motion picture can be of value in the teaching of
homemaking in this country in direct relation tc the prominence it
accords to democrscy and the extent to which it gives richer meaning
to the American dream of a better world for all mankind based upon
human rights. More specifically this study is undertaken to appraise
the value of certain commercial motion pictures in terms of whether
or not they challenge the observer (1) to develop a democratic per-
sonality; (2) to determine intelligently the difference between right
and wrong behavior; (3) to create a home enviromnment which makes
possible normel growth and development as well as healthful living;
and (4) to carry democratic values into home life by becoming more
sensitive to the conflicting forces in society which affect home life
and by thinking more reliably asbout what is significant for happy

home life in this country todsy,



PROCEDURE

The study presented here is based upon selected commercial films
viewed in Stillwater, Oklahoma, The films studied were shown from October
15 to November 17, 1946 in the auditorium of the local campus and in
the two commercial theatres most widely used bty the college students,
The films shown in the two other theatres in Stillwater are not included
in the study althot;gh these theatres, also, ere popular places of re-
ereation, One of them festures the return showing of motion plctures
end the other features serials and cowboy pictures, The films shown in
the college auditorium are selected purely for their recreational
value and shown undcr the management of the Visual Education Department
of the college, In addition, snother theatre is belng planned at the
present time which will be operated under the seme management as the chain
of theatres mentioned above,

These facts suggest that the motion picture theatre is one of
the most popular commercial recreational facilities available in
Stillwater. Motion pictures on the college campus (shown this year
for the first time and at a reduced price) are well attended by
college students many of whom are veterans or the wives and children
of veterans, The attendance varies from 50 to 500 depending upon
what other activities are scheduled on the campus. At the two
theatres in which films used in this study were shown stand in line
on week-end nights waiting for the change of showings,

In order to show more clearly the relative importance of the motion
picture in the reecreaticnal life of the people of Stillwater, a brief
deseription 1s given here of the other recreational faeilities in this

community.



Stillwater, the county sest of Payne County and the site of
Oklahoma Agricultural end Mechanicel College, is located in a farming
community and had & population of 10,097 in 1941. The town has many
civie crganizations concerned with bettering the environment, a well
equipped publie library centrally located, and a variety of churches
many of which sponsor youth orgenizations and recreational progreams
for their young people.

Stillwater has one large park with facilities for outdoor cooking
and playgrounds for small children, There are, in adition, four smaller
parks, one of which is adjacent to a good swimming pool. In this park
there are such other recreational facilities for the young children
as slides, swings, and a wading pool., The swimming pool is filled
with purified running water, carefully inspected by the heslth depart-
ment and guarded by life guards when in use.

There are three golf courses in proximity to Stillwater; the eight-
een hole Municipal Golf Course at Boomer Lake managed by the eity of
Stillwater, the eighteen hole Hillcrest Golf Course leased and managed
by the college and a nine hole golf course at Yost Lake which is
managed by the Lake Country Club. Anyone is welcome to use these
three golf courses.

Commercial films in the town 1tself provide opportunity for such
leisure time activities as bowling, tennis and dancing; and three
business places rent bicycles by the hour. Consequently, other forms
of recreation popular among youth and adults are bieycling, tennis,
bowling, eand dancing.

The Stillwater Parent Teachers Association decided in recent
years thet something more needed to be done to provide wholesome rec-

reation for the young people in the town. So a Stillwater Activity



Council was formed consisting of interested individuals, as well as
representatives from civic and service organizations,

One of the first ascomplishments of the Stillwater Activity
Couneil was the ammendment of the city charter in April 1945 to provide
for a recreation board. This board consists of one representative eaah
from the school board, the park board, and the city commissiomers, plus
four other persons appointed by the mayor and approved by the city
commi ssioners.,

Secondly, under the supervision of the Stillwater Recreational

Board, the Stillwater Activity Council was influential in getting a
$50,000 bond issue approved by the citizens, This is to be used to buy
grounds for a recreational center which will more nearly meet the needs
of everyone, The plan is to build a recreation senter in Stillwater
whieh will provide adequate facilities to take care of the youth groups
mentioned above plus an expanded program of recreation for youth and
adults,

The third accomplishment of the council was to arrange with the
American Iagion to use the Legion Hall as a "teen town" center on Friday
and Saturday nights for the senior and junior high school students
and to secure appropriations for it from the Stillwater Community Chest.
In September 1944, this "teen town™ reported a membership of 348 stu-
dents drawn from the seventh through the twelfth gredes. Under the
supervision of a paid director these young people enjoy such activities
as table games, card games, crafts, and dancing. Another youth center
is promoted by the Youth Activity Council at the Stillwater Mission.
Here groups meet twice a month and find facilities for table games,
party games, and crafts. Plans are under way to hire a director to

develop further this recreation center.
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In spite of 211 of these fecilities available to the people of
Stillwzter the motion picture holds a place of prominence in the rec-
reationel 1ife in the community. It therefore seems worth while to
investigate the trend of thinking which the motion picture may nurture
in the minds of the people in the community and in the minde of the
students of Oklahoma A. and M. College representing eas they do & cross
section of the youth over the country.

In order to discover something of the educative value of the
commercial motion pictures shown in Stillweter, a sampling has been
etudied and analyzed here tc find out what, if any, positive value
they have for homemaking education. More specifically they have been
appraised in terms of whether or not they reflect the type of individual,
the kind of home life, and the kind of attitude toward socisl problems
which the home economist hopes to promote,

The alert homemaking teacher recognizes that any influence in the
life of her students which tends to clarify the origin of social problems
and to challenge the individual to become more sensitive to these
circumstances is significant for democratic home life., In order to
discover emphases in the motion pictures which tend to block or en-
courage the respect for values rather generally built up through home=-
making education, criteria have been set up and used to zppraise the
selected sampling of motion pictures. The leading character in each
plot has been analyzed to discover whether such traites se social sen-
sitivity, relieble thinking, self-direction, and creativeness are a
part of his personality. The photography of each film has been analyzed
to discover the degree to which it reveals respect for morality as
characterized by the "Hollywood" moral code. The settings and plots

have been examined to discover whether or not they show desirable
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standerds of living, and portrey demccratic femily relationships.

To determine the level of social sensitivity portrayed by the
leading charscter in each film the prersonal characteristics have been
listed which in combinaticn tend to make an individuel socislly sen=
gitive. The following persorality traits are arbitrarily sccepted as
those most prominent in the so~celled socially sensitive individual.

The Socially sensitive person is able to sense reacily the factors which
go to make up £ situation; is able to share willingly his time, energy,
and possessions; 1s able to work cooperatively as well 2= to discover
common intercsts and to resyect the opinion of others. Furthermore he
is open-minded, ie courteous to others, respects advice and criticism,
readily adjusts to change, ies 2, preciative end sympesthetic, and is a
peacemaker rather then & trouble maker.

In ettemrting to discover whether or not the leading characters
are thinking reliably, the level of thinking is appraised in terms of
the following questions. Have the heroes and heroinres sensed the need
for bettering situstione in which they find themselves, or do they sense
real problems readily end accurately? Do the individuals determine their
action In terms of the velues at stake and the affect of their action
on others? Do the individuale deliberately put into actiocn events
likely to lead to a solution to their difficulties? Do the individusls
have an experimental or scientific attitude?

In an attempt to discover the extent to which the leading character
in each motion picture directs his own experiences and shows creativeness,
his sction has been ap;raised in terms of the following values., Does he
use good judgment in making independent deeisions? Does he use his
talents and abilities freely? Does he accept responsibility, make

wise choices, and show originality in adjusting to new experiences or



different situations? Does he conduet himself in a menner which is
socially acceptable?

The Hollywood motion picture code has been accepted as a basis for
appraising the ;moral values of the films and each has bheen checked for
violation of eny of the following ten promineat "Don'ts of preoduction;
i, e,, don't defeat the law; don't show the inside of the thigh; don'%
let the heroine wear lace lingerie or expose her bosom; don't glorify

drinking, gembling, and the use of narcotics; don't point guns, use

tommy guns, or portray dead m.l

It is recognized, also, that the relative desirability of various
standards of living is an open question, However, in an effort te
discover what the films do eabout this problem, the sittings of the

films have been appreised in terms of how many and which of the follow-
ing levels are portrayed; i. e., sub-standard, minimm standard, low
middle-class standard, high middle-class standard, high-income mmrd,
and generous income standard., Thie classification has been set up by
Craig as shown in the chart which follows (Table I, pp. 19. 20) and finds
its justification in terms of income, permanency of employment, aad
budget possibility., This chart indicates six levels or standards of
living which typify living in the world today and imply gross economic
inequality.

The question of how to recognize the social confliects which contribute
to the plots studied prompted the listing of the current social problems

likely to influence hame living; i. e., child labor, consumer problems,

divoree, housing conditions, unemployment, illegitmsecy, ad war. In

1 Schafer, loe. eit.



TABLE 1

STANDARDS OF LIVING IN RELATION TO SERVICES EXPECTED

STANDARD OF YEARLY SALARY

OCCUPATION OF  WAYS IN WHLCH INCOME

1S PROBABLY USED

LIVING WAGE EARNER
Sub-standard Meager Works at any
salary part-time job he
($491 or can get,
less)

Minimum Standard $1000-$1200*

Low-Mjddle Class  $1400-$2000*
Standard

High Middle-Class $2000-$4000*

Farm labors, un-
skilled and semi-
skilled laborers,

Small businessman
store clerk, tea-
gher, skilled

Salary enough to cover
food costs and perhaps
housing. clﬂthin‘
donated and medical
service free, Health
standard low,

A little less than :
half of salary goes for
food end little, if any is
saved, A amall unheated
house, minimum insurance,
daily newspaper, ehurch
membership, and lebor
organization affiliation.
Movies are a treat,

Avbout a third of the salary
goes for food; savings
under 5%. A five or six-

laborer, bank elerk,poom house paid for or

scme ministers,
minor newspapermen,

College professors,
school principals,
minor executives,
doectors, lawyers,

rented, small furnace,
perhaps a telephone, and
lebor-saving-equipment.
Clothing and food are
bought with care. Children
finish high school and

may work way through
college.

Abput a fourth of the
salary 18 spent for food.

- Family iz paying for

lurger house with perhaps

dentists, small pro-two bathrooms, owns a ear,
prietors, engineers,spends more monecy on vaca-

owners of modertly

tions, ean affort a part-time

large farms, ministers maid, buys furniture

and higher-up new-
spapermen.

and clothing more freely from
the stores, and can affort a
part college education for
children. Maintains member-
ship in some clubs.
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. STANDARD OF YEARLY OCCUPATION OF WAYS IN WHICH INCOME
LIVING SALARY WAGE EARNER 1S PROBAELY USED

High-Income $5000-

Standexd $10,000* Owners of large About one-fifth of
businesses, higher &§ncome goes for food.
executives, pro- Family owns large homs
minent doestors, law- or rents large apartment,
yers, and bankers. owns summer home as &

rule, prominent in
country clubs, has one
or more servants,
emphasizes traveling,
lectures attended, and
attends concerts, buys
expensive elothes and
may have "coming out"™
parties for daughters.

Generous Income

Standard $15,000 Very high ex- Little more than a tenth

and up* ecutives and people

who may have inheri-
ted their fortunes

of income is used for food.
Large homes with querters
for servants., More than
one csr, country plsaces,
extravagant hobbies,
Family members usually
serve on welfare boards,
boards of trustees and
prominent committees.

#Femilies living in cities need $100 or $200 more to maintein seme standard.
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addition the controversial issues in current society likely to influence

home living have been listed; i. e., conservation of natural resources,
function of government, married women working, mcial security, geocials
ized medicine and wages and working conditions .2

In order to judge the relative heppiness of home life revealed
in the films, it became noecu;lry to reduce the previously aecepted
definition for happy home life to its component parts. As a result
the following factors have been aecepted as typically characteristiec
of demoeratiec home lim.z5 The action of the various family members
is guided by high ideels in matters involving religion, honor, self-
control, loyalty, and honesty. The home offers protection, security,
effeection, recreation, hospitality, esthetic satisfaction, and an
inspirationsl atmosphere,

It is hoped that the above explanation of the criteria set up
for evaluating the educative value of the sampling of motion pietures
viewed for this study will help to lend meaning to the appraisal

which follows.

2 Drewn largely from list set up by Johnie Christien in Home
Economics and Democratic Living, p. 4.

s See definition on page 11,



SUMMARY AND APPRAISAL OF FILM PLOTS

A brief sumnary and an appraisal 1s offered here of the main
feature films shown from October 15 to November 17, 1946 at the three
selected motion picture centers in Stillwater. The appraisal is based
upon the selected criteria previously deseribed.

Badmen's Ierritory is the story of Mark Riley, a sheriff, who
brought law and order to a strip of land known as Badman's Territory
located between Kansas, Texas, and the Indian Territory. It was here
that the outlaws (ineluding such famous characters ss the Dalton and
James boys) gathered. They came here because this territory was not
yet a part of the United States and the law was mede and enforced
locally.

In the plot a newspeper woman, Henrietta Alcott, supplements
Mark's efforts to persuade the people of this land to make the
territory a part of the United States. Mark brings law and order
to the territory and wins Henrietta's affections.

The story suggests that people who fight for the good of all
concerned, even though public opinion seems unaroused, will win
respect and happiness in the long run., In brief, in this film story,
a sheriff brings peace and happiness to the people living on a piece
of self governed land in which ocutlaws are accustomed to find sanetuary
because he believes in fighting for the fair play which comes with
law and order.

In checking the leading character of this film for social sen-
sitivity it appears that Mark senses very readily the importance of
this piece of self governed land. He realiges that it should be a
part of the United States, because the people need the protection that
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the government has to offer and the outlaws are using it to find
sanctuary and so avoid conforming to the law, With en open mind he
shares his knowledge, time, and efforts with the people of this land,
in order to gain thelr cooperation in seeking the protection of the
United States government, In helping to bring lew end order to the
land, Mark readily adjusts himself to eriticam, as well as to the adviece

given him by his friends, His courteous, appreclative, and sympathetiec

manner ¢lass him as a peascemaker with the Indians when he returns to
them money out of which they had been cheated by other white men, 1In
so doing, he prevents the Indians from destroying the settlement,
In addition, Mary Riley, thinks reliably and appears to use all
of his knowledge and experience in handling the Indian problem. He
senses readily what will heppen to the town and the people if the
Indiens go "on the war path."
Mark, of necessity, directs his own experi{ences and shows
creativeness and ingenuity. When he learns that in spite of his
warning Henrietta has called in the United States Mershall (who loses
his temper in situations beyond his control), Merk uses his intelligence,
good- judgment, ability and talent before the marshall arrives by clear-
ing the town of all the people execept Henrietta and a friend, This
proves t0 be a wise decision and consecuently he is accepted by
Henrietta dnd the people of the territory.
Evaluation of the film in terms of the Hollywood motion pieture
code shows some violations of the code even though the ecorrecticn of law-
lessness is at the heart of the plot. There is much drinking in the saloon
where the outlaws gather., During the climax of the story, the United States
Marshall shoots a friend of Mark's in "cold blood", because he will not

swear %0 a lie against Mark, and Mark in turn kills the marshall.



The standard of living in this settlement is low snd directly
affected by the lack of law and order. Henrietta wants the territory
tc become a part of the United States so that the people there may
have laws, schocle, and churches like other people.

In checking the story for current conflicts in society, it is
found that there ic some cuection in the minds of the frontiersien as to
the function of govermment. This shows up definitely in the fact that
the people who had mede their own law for years come slowly to resligze
that they will be given more protection under the jurisdiction of the
United States.

A second movie, Gluny Browp presents the confused thinking of an
English orphan girl who has never known a real home nor learned how
other people live and low to judge them.

When the story opens Cluny is making her home with a bachelor
uncle, a plumber. One dey when an emergency call for plumbing repairs
come to the plumber's home, Cluny, receives the call and decides to
attempt the repsirs needed. While working at this task, the owner of
the home and a friend of his, Professor Bellenskis, a Czeckoslovakian
(wented by the Nazis) ettempt to sassist her. A gay time is had by sall,
until Cluny is taken home preemptorily by her irrate uncle.

Following this incident the uncle sends Cluny to serve as & maid
in a wealthy English home, Here she goecs through many amusing experiences,
because Bellenskia turns up as a guest in the house. Cluny comes to
admire a chemist who becomes sufficiently interested in her (while in
his shop on various errands for her mistress) to toy with the idea of
marrying her. One afternoon he takes Cluny to his home to meet his
mother and leter gives a dinner perty for Cluny to get the reaction

of his friends toward her. The sgkill as a plumber - which she had



25

acquired et her uncle's - brings upon her the disepprovel of the entire
grcup, beceuse during the diuner, she goes to the kitchen to take care
of a broken pipe.

Although she hed never felt as gey and light hearted with the
chemist as with Professor Lellenskia, she is crushed at loosing him
and seeks advise in the matter from Professor Dellenskia. He helps
her to reslize that for real happiness in life she muet be with him.

In brief, the story r<flecte the confusion of an orphan girl in
England who fails to conform to conventions, because she has never
learned the rules. Through rather improbeble quirks of fate she
finds romance and security.

Bellenskia, the leading character, is a good example of a
soclally sensitive individusl. In the household where he is a guest
and Cluny & maid, he senses the problem she, as a servant, has in
adjusting herself to the life and routine of the household. With
his open-mind end courteous nature, he sympathizes readily with Cluny
when she makes mistezes in serving her first mesl. By being tactful
he makes her blunders seem unimportant to her em loyers. In so doing
he becomes & pescemaker and rrevents Cluny from being discharged.

Bellenskia is apprecistive of the kindness shown him by his host
end hostese and accepts advice from his host's son, The later advises
Bellenskia to stay on in their home because here he will be sheltered
from any harm which may befsll him if his whereabouts become known to
the Negi government. In sharing their troubles Bellenskie and Cluny
learn tc shsre the happiness they find in each other,

Further more, BEellenskia uses his good judgment, tact, and
intelligence in helping Cluny firet to adjust herself to the house-

hold of her employers and later to free herself from servitude.
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He is thoughtful of Cluny's feelings and helps her to so build up her
eelf respect that she ie not depressed by the servants resentul sttitude
towerd her lack of skill,

Bellencskie uses his orginality so well in working out the diffi-
culties between his host's son and son's "girl friend" that they decide
to marry and in return Bellenskia is acceirted whole hesrtily by the
entire family,

In checking for standerds of living three levels of home life
are found, The home Cluny shares with her plumber uncle appe:rs to be
one in which only the necessities of life are afforded. The home
furnished by the chemist is a comfortable home but contsins nothing
eleborste in furnishinges or equipment. The home in which Cluny is
emplcyed as a maid is a large house luxuriously furnished snd staffed
with servants.

An idealogical conflict is revealed in the story in that Bellenckia
is forced to flee to Englend because of the books he hes written against
Hitler. In England however he finds 2 place of refuge in the home of
Cluny's employers., Cluny fails to recognize the clase distinction
between the servants and their employers. In this home the servants
are precise about keeping their place as servants and when Cluny fails
to do likewise they are horrified. Cluny sees people as human beings
regerdless of their station in life because she has not been taught
clsss intolerance. Likewise, Bellenskia disreg: rds Cluny's rosition
a8 & maid even though he is a guest in the home. He recognizes the
fine quelities which she possesses ana tries to help her with her many
personal problems as well as those which she entercounters ss & maid.

The home in whieh Cluny works provides generous security and
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protection foi' the members of the family, as well as the servants and
guests. Each family member shows unusual loyalty end honesty and ex=-
tends unfailing hospitality to Bellenskia, because he has had the.co.ur-
age to criticize Hitler's disregard for human rights.

In Come Apd Get Ii (the proverbial eall to meals infhelmher
camp) a young man, Barney Glasgow, is sent to the timberlands of north-
ern Wisconsin by the owner of a lumber mill, to oversee the cutting of
the timber and to try to get it to the mill moi'n efficiently. He
succeeds so0 well that he is asked by the owner of the mill to become
a partner providing he cares to marry Emma Louise, the owner's daughter.

" Barney is in love with a singer, Lotta, who works in a local
saloon; but, in order to make a fortune and a name for himself, he
leaves her (without saying goodbye) and merries Emma Louise. Barney's
best friend, Swan, marries Lotta who dies when her daughter, Jeﬁn, is
born. Barney and his wife also have a daughter, Elizabeth, and a son,
James, for whom they develop social ambitions,.

When the children are about grown Barney gives Swan & job in the
mill and brings him and Jean to live in the mill town. Barney is
displeased when his son falls in love with Jean because (never having
stopped loving Lotta) Barnmey thinks he, himself, is in love with
Lotta's daughter, who looks so like her mother.

Barney finally consents to James' marriage to Jean and to
Elizsbeth's marrisge to a mill hand, because they are truly in love.
He doesn't want his children to live the life of loneliness he him-
self has experienced. Aside from showing that weaslth without genuine
love doesn't bring happiness into people's lives the film shows how
the paper mills came to our untouched timber lands in 18&4.

Barney Glasgow 1s portrayed as a person constantly struggling
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between his sensitivity to social problems and his determination to
gain for himself a fortune and a secure place in the community. He
saerifices Lotta's love to selfish ambition yet he shares his influence
and his possessions with Lotta's husband and daughter for whom he
provides a home and education. Barney is also sufficiently consider-
ate of his daughter's feeling to consent to her merrisge to one of

the mill hands whom she loves instead of insisting that she marry the
man she doee not love picked out for her by her mother. When Barney
and his son almost come to blows over the son's marriage, his daughter-
in-law-to-be stops the quarrel by reminding James that Barney is an
old man, This remark makes Barney realize for the first time that

he cannot recapture the things he sacrificed to greed in his younger
days and that he does not wish to deny his son the right to marry the
girl he loves.

In checking the extent to which Barney directs his own experiences
and shows creativeness, it is found that he accepts the responsibility
and used his intelligence along with his talent, originality, and
ability to inspire the men to do more efficient work in the timber-
land end in the paper mill but that he shows less intelligence in personal
affairs. In fact, his conduct shows many evidences of the frustrations
and unhappiness caused by conflicting values.

A check of the film against the Hollywood motion pleture code
discloses that the code is violated with respect to showing people
gambling and drinking in a saloon.

Standards of living are shown to vary in proportion to income
since Swan and his daughter live near the timberland in a very poorly
furnished house while Barney and his family dwell in a large, luxuriously
furnished home and entertain elaborately.



The story reveals cultural conflict over the use of natural
resources, disagreement over functiocn of government, and the unequal
opportunity enjoyed by employer and employees in their struggle for
goclal security. The story opens in the year 1884 in northern %isconsin
among virgin timberlend., When the paper mill comes along so much
timber is cut that the government mede plans to control the cutting by
law, At the same time the people responsible for cutting the timber are
shown making every effort to inspire their employees to get more timber
to the mill before the law goes into effect. Also the story shows that
Barney and his wife went social security for their children but accept
little responsibility for the children of the mill hands.

In Barney's home many of the characteristics of democratic family
relationships are practiced but the lack of love between the parents
overshadows each member of the family and home life in general.

Corpered features Gerard, searching for Jarnaec who is responsible
for a mass murder, in which Gerard's wife was killed, during the war.
When he learns that Jarnac's wife is in Buenos Aires he goes there to
search for Jarnac himself, Gerard, after running into traps set for
him and being taken to the police for 2 murder commited in his rooms,
leerns from Jarnac's wife where he usually meets a friend. At this
rendegvous, Gerard meets and kills Jarnac after struggling with a
number of body gusrds. Just before the police errive, Gerard is given
a chance to escape to the United States but decides to stay and stand
trial.

The story shows & man searching to revenge a mass murder which
led to his wife's death. He locates and kills the murderer in Buenos
Aires and so himself must stend trial for murder or escape to this

country. He chooses to stand triel in order to prove that the man
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he has killed has commited many murders and was planning to sacrifice
the lives of many more people in e pending attempt to overthrow the
Argenti ne government,

Gerard senses his responsibility to society readily whea he is
given a chance to esgape to the United States instead of standing trial,
He decides to stay to prove that only by killing Jarna¢ could he
prevent further loss of life,

In ghecking the film with the Hollywood motion picture code two
of the ten prominent don'ts are violated: several dead men are seen in
the pieture and guns are pointed, fired, and used to kill men in clear view,
Furthemore, a check of the film for standards of living show that the home
in which Gerard went whem he arrivedin Bumaos Aires in search of Jarnac's
wife wes lavishly furnished and the seene of am elsborate party attended
by extravagantly dressed guests,.

Disagreement over the funetion of government is definitely dis~
closed in this gory. Jarnac is trying to overthrow the Argentine
government because he feels it is unjust to the common man; yet, he
does not hesitate to gain his cause through injustice. He is wanted for
the orime of a mass killing and is captured barely in time to save many
more lives,

Easy To Wed is a story about & young men, Bill Chandler, who is
confident of his ability to persuade a certain young lady, Connie
Allenberry, to drop & law suit against a newspaper for which he is
working., Imnstead of carrying out the plans developed by Warren, the
manager of the newspaper, to get Connie tangled up in a seandal and
then frighten her into dropping the sult, Bill falls head over heels

in love with her and has a very difffcult time untangling circumstantial

evidence of secandal which he has bullt up. The plan ealls for a mock

marriage between Bill and Gladys, Warren's fiancee'. However, Warren
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carries the scheming too fer end signs the merriage license es a
witness.

So Bill finds himself merried ageinst his will to Gladys end hes
a difficult time explaining himeelf to Connie. In the last scene the
two couples come face to face with these facts and try to straighten
things out intelligently, so that both couples may be married as they
vish,

This story discloses that sometimes people, who are over confident
in their ability, do not succeed in doing the things they set out to do
beceuse of unintelligent plenning, Here a young man eonfident in his
ability end a bit unscrupulous finds that his dishonorable intentions
react on his own life, However, all ends well.

The standerd of living emphasized 1s on a high-income level,
Connie end her father are people who like to trevel., When Bill first
meets Connie she and her father are living in an expensive hotel in
Mexico, Then they go to their hunting lodge in Canada where the father
can hunt duck. At the close of the story they are back in Bill's home
town, Here Connie gives an extravagant perty in an elabor:tely furnicshed
hetel suite,

The cultural conflict noticed in thies story is that of divorce.
When Bill finds out that Warren double crossed him by signing the
merriage certificate, he prys intc Glady's past and discovers that she
obtained a divorce from her former husband out side of the United States.
However, she informs Bill that she has obtained another divorce in the
States so she is his wife. Obviously further divorce action is implied
to free Bill to marry Connie.

From This Day Forward depicts the difficulties which a young

married couple, Susan and Bill, experience in struggling to maintein
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e decent stendsrd of living and to achieve eccnomic security. As the
plot opens Bill hes just been discharged from the service and is on
his way tc the Veteran's Employment Buresu.

He reﬁslls life with Susan before he went into the service and
their desire to move out of a crowded zres and to rise above the meager
living conditions in which they grew up. He recalls that Susan never
lost feith in him when he was out of a job in earlier years anc tramped
the streets day after dsy hunting for employment., He reminds himself,
too, that she had the courage to support herself while he was in the
army; ¢nd that, now, since he i= discharged from the army end Susen ie
to have a baby, they must face the future with confidence.

In this story a young married couple armed with trust and faith
in each other, successfully solve the many difficult problems they meet
in the struggle to meintr-in a decent standard of living,

Susan is & very socially sensitive individuasl., ©She senses readily
the feelings and sttitudes of others and the possible effect of situations
and activities upon them and tries to do something about it. Just before
she and Bill are mearried, she senses that the reel reason Bill does not
ask her to merry him is that he feels he ecan not offer her the material
things in 1ife they want. Susen reassures him by pointing out that with
the love they have for each other they can face together whatever happens.
Susan shares her earnings and is appreciative of Bill's efforts to find
a job when he and nany others are out of emi:loyment.

Susan adjusts herself readily to the many changes in their married
life but continuously insists upon a decent standard of living. In one
scene Susen accepts without argument the advice and criticism of her
eister, Martha, who lives in very meager circumstances. In the next

ecene, however, Susen tries to bring the family members in her sister's
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home into better relationships. She cares for the children to give her
sister and brother-in-law #n evening away from the overcrowded conditions
in which they live.

Susen eenses readily the ctroblem of unemployment and decides to
help and to encourage Bill to find work. She knows that if she succeeds
in obteining a job for Bill it will not only boost his morsl but will
help them to maintain a decent standard of living.

She accepts responsibility and shows originality in her actions
when she learns Bill is being drafted in the ermy. She also uses her
intelligence end good judgment, as well as her telents and abilities
in meking wice choices and conducting herself scceptably during Eill's
absence in the army.

Susan and Bill both work to maintein a decent standard of living
and try to avold the meager circumstences thet exiet in the overcrowded
spartment of the sister. For example, while the sister's husband is
out of employment one of the two children goes repesiedly to the grocery
store to beg for a bone "to give my dég“. The bones actually are used,
hovever, g soup bones for the family.

Before the war, several cultural conflicts ere faced by Susan and
Bill in their efforts to maintain a decent standard of living. This
was due to unemployment or curteiled wages which forced people to go
hungry and to live in overcrcwded housees, Bill could find only a night
job for which both he #nd Susan were thankful but which prevented them
from seeing each other all week long, since Susan worked in the day time.

Economic insecurity constently jeoperdizes their realtionships
although they dc not give up the struggle to live happily and on an
adeguate standard. Certainly persevaranca; cooperation, courage, love
and faith, all democretic personal characteristics are shown agein

and again,
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Gilda's plot is laid in Buenos Aires and the characters are Gilda,
Johnny Farell, and Mr. Munsen, Johnny becomes right hand man for Mr,
Munsen in a casino, operated as a "front" to cover up a German-sponsored
cartel promoted from the cesino office, Munsen goes on a trip and returns
with a seemingly faithless bride, Gilda, whom Johnny obviously has previ-
ously known and from whose record he now tries to shield Munsen, When
the cartel business gets sheky and Munsen is believed to have commited
suicide, Johnny takes his place and marries Gilda to force her to be
faithful to Munsen's memory, Finally the police catch up with Munsen's
business, and Munsen reappedrl intent upon killing both Gilda and Johnny,
They are saved by the janitor who kills Munsen, Gilda and Johnny then

depart for home in the United States.,
In short, this story tells of the unlawful operating of a German-
sponsored cartel which failed to control the entire world as plenned.

Instead, the plan brought murder, heartache, and suffering to those

connected with it.

Johnny, with some of the characteristics of a soclally sensitive
person, senses soon after he goes to work for Munsen that there is more
to Munsen's business than the running of the casime, yet he cooperates
willingly in helping Munsen run his illegal business. When it was
thought that Munsen had commited suicide, Johnny takes over in his place.

Johnny uses his intelligence, talents, and abilities in carrying
on Munsen's business and one is left wondering what he could have done
had he put his efforts to better use. He certainly shows origimality in
forcing Gilda to remain true to Munsen's memory and by not allowing
her to see anyone, but he resorts to a rather degrading use of marriage

vows t0 accomplish this purpose,
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Evaluation of the film in termms of the Hellywood motion picture

code shows the following violations: Gilda wore a strapless evening
gown and the skirt was open up the front to above the knee, The coriticism
on Movie Censorship earlier referred to says of this, "Rita Hayworth's
(G11da) exposure im Gilda was nct thought indecent."’ The film reveals
drinking, gembling, and people baing killed in Munsen's casino,

Munsen owns a large two-story elaborately and expeansively furnished
hame which refleects a luxury standard available to very few families,
The conflict so noticeable in this story is over the function of government,
It clearly points out the extent $0 which wrong social values can reach
and the diffuculties soclety faces in eradicating them, A police agent
visits the casino constantly in search of evidence against Munsen through
which to prove that he is operating unlawfully a German-sponsored cartel,
They find the evidense they have been loocking for when Munsen disappears,

Holiday In Mexico ecenters arom_:d a widower, Jeffery Evans, who
has reared a daughter, Cristine, since she was a mmall child. Christine at
15 is very devoted to her father and velleves she is more of a help than a
responsibility to him, She is trying desperately to prove this to her 16
year old "boy-friend™ when she learns that her father is giving some
attention to a woman of his own age., This causes Christine to turn to an
older man, Mr. Iturbi, her music teacher and the conductor of a symphony
orchestra., Jeffery, with Mr. Iturbi's aid, skillfully end intelligently

helps her to realize that the interest which Mr. Iturbi takes in her is

professional, not personal., When Mr, Iturbl asks Christine to be in his

concert, she swallows her pride and consents to do so.

1 sohater, loc. cit.
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In brief, this motion picture plot reflects the typical confusion
of a 15 year old girl, It shows how great the father's love is for his
daughter end how intelligently he guides her to meke sensible decisions
for herself,

Jeffery 1s appreciative and sympathetic and senses readily the
situation when Christine's boy friend, Stanley, has 2 "man to man"
talk with him sbout the fact that Christine thinks she is in love with
Mr, Iturbi, Jeffery being an open-minded and courteous perscn adjusts
himself readily to the change he sees in his daughter and goes to see
Mr, Iturbi. They talk over the problem, agree that Iturbi's only
interest in Christine is professionsl, and cooperate in a scheme to
teach Christine a lesson. They set the stage to help her sense that
the only interest Mr. Iturbi has in her is their common interest in
music, Stanley goes to Jeffery to ask his advice on how to handle the
misunderstanding between Christine and himself and Jeffery makes peace
between the two of them.

Jeffery senses Christine's need to discover her immasturity when
ghe decides she is grown up enough to take all of the responsibility
for a party they are giving at the embassy., OShe misces the first part
of the party becasuse she misjudges her time. Before she knows it the
gueste are arriving; and her hair is still in curlers and she iq‘not

dresgsed. Christine is hurt when she learns that her father has 3;1?96
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out on the last part of the party, but she forgives him when he e*pl&fizy
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that since she didn't attend the first part of the perty she cannﬁfd- %

blame him for walking cut on the last helf of it. A
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Jeffery uses his good judgment and intelligence in guiding hii

daughter through the process of "growing up.® He shows originslitﬂ,in
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i
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the way he m: nages her and his conduct is acceptable to her.
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The embassy that Jeffery, an ambassador of the United Stales to
lexico, maintains for his daughter and himself is a large expensively
furnished home managed by several servants. Their friends are prominent
pecple. Jeffery owns & car and affords such recreation as operas, con-

certs, travel, ete. The scenes of the party portray not only the standard
of living expected but some of the obligations and responsibilities

accepted by people who hold prominent positions and maintain a high
standard of living.

Jeffery and Christine maintain democratic femily relationships in
their home. Christine has been taught to play the piano and is an
accomplished singer, as well as a feir artist. They extend their hosp-
itality to personal and professional friends. They love each other dearly
and their family life provides for them protection, security, and a
source of inspiration. OSuch worthy character treits as loyalty, honesty,
self control, cooperztion, responsibility, underetanding, and the
cherishing of high ideals ere reflected in the relationships portrayed
between Jeffery and his deughter,

Kismet draws its title from the Arab word for fate or destiny and
is & sort of fesiry story in which a self-styled king of beggars disguises
himself as & prince when he isn't begging. He has a very beautiful
daughter sround whom he hes built a walled home in which she must stay.
Too, he has promised her from childhood that some day a prince will come
and take her away and thet she will become the most beautiful queen in
all the land.

Clandestinely the daughter climbs the wall egain and again to meet,
presumably, a gardner's son with whom she is in love. In reality this
"gardner's son" is the real king of the land. After many harrowing

experiences the father does help the daughter to marry the man she loves
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and so gives to her the things he has promised her from childhocd.
Although the beggar king is banished for his insolence and double
crossing, he is permitted to take with him into exile an understanding
and besutiful bride.

In brief, thie story relates the 1life of a king of beggars and
his beautiful daughter whom he tries to imprison in & walled home but
who men-ges, without her father's knowledge, to meet 2 young man with
whom she falls in love. Through sham, intrigue and unexpected tricks
of fate the father manages to help the daughter secure the things in
1ife he hae promised to her, even to becoming the moet beautiful queen
of all the land,

When this self-stylcd king of beggars lesrns thet his daughter
has been climbing the wall and is in love with a gardner's son, he
recognizes a need for drastic sction especially since he has been
arrested for thieving. So he goes directly to the king and makes a
bargain by which he hopes to fulfill his promises to his daughter and
st the same time sccure his freedom. He gambles and wins through no
fault of his own so to speak.

The king of beggars uses his talent and ability in begging rather
than in honest work and in disgulsing himself as a prince tc gain
access to the king, thereby securing & place in the palace for his
beautiful daughter.

Lost In A Harem presents 2 silly plot that is more like a fairy
tale than & story which deels with resl life situations. Bud Abbott,
Lou Costello, and Hagel escape from a dungeon prison with the aid of

a prince whom, in return, they promise to help.
The prince's rightful place to a throne hss been denied him by a

wicked unele. If he can gain possession of two rings which the uncle



wears and which cast people under his spell, the prince can gain
control of the throne and free the people whom the uncle is ruling
despotically., Jimmy Dorsey znd his orchestra come under his uncle's
epell.

Finally with help from one of the many wives of the wicked uncle,
they are able tec overpower him and gain control of the rings. In the
end Hazel stays with the prince with whom she has fallen in love and
Bud and Lou leave for Amerieca,

In this story the improper use of authority by the wicked uncle
leade to his destruction. The friendliness and fair play of the prince,
Bud, Lou, and Hazel proves to be more powerful than the uncle's use of
force, of intolerance, and of cruelty.

The story emphasizes the fact that the improper use of authority
will not endure., It shows how intolerance and cruelty may lead to the
overthrow of authority.

Hazel's loyalty to her friends, Bud and Lou, makes her refuse
the prince's offer to help her escape from the dungeon prison until
he agrees to help all to escape. Hazel then works faithfully with
the prince to show her appreciation for his help in freeing them.

They sll work together to secure for the prince his rightful place to
the throne. Hazel's open mind and gentle courtesy serve her in good
stead through her imprisomnment and the succeeding struggle to gain
the throne for the prince and to bring peace to his subjects.

Conflicting beliefe concerning the funetion of govermment appear 7
agein in this story. The wicked uncle casts everyone under hia/gp?;l'x
with two rings which he wears. People under his spell do &s gfxbiﬁs
until the prince, Hazel, Lou, and Bud overpower him through Lg use
’f||, b

of ingenuity, fair play, etec.



Marriage Is A Private Affair shows Theo and Tom in the grip of a

dilemmi common to many brides and grooms reared in homes in which
differing sets of velues are cheriehed. Tom wants for Theo and him-
self the kind of marrisge his parenty enjoy and Theo hasn't given the
problem much thought; so their conflicting ideas about marrisge involve
them in a series of near twagedies. Tom's mother and father have been
married for 30 years and Tom grew up in a home characterized by love
and respect for marriage vows, Theo has been reared by her mother who
has had so many husbands thst she more or less takes divorce for granted.
Too, Theo has a terrible time deciding what kind of married life she
does want. She finally discovers thﬁt life long heppiness ean be found
in a marriege based upon love and faithfulness and that the other kind
of marriaege is not likely to be a happy, successful one,

The story is based upon the theme that broken homes frequently cheat
children of their birthright and provide them with a faulty idee of the
real value in marriage and home life.

Theo's father appears at her wedding and although she has not scen
him for fifteen years he registers concern lest she may turn out to be
the kind of wife her mother was to him, He tells Theo to send him a
telegram when she ﬁndslout her marriage is "a real merriage.® Later,
Theo senses more clearly the meaning of this remark as she struggles
to determine what does consititute a good marriage. When Tom and Theo
separate, Tom goes into the army and Theo goes home to her mother.

But, Theo finds she can no longer live happlly with her mother; so
she takes her baby and goes to visit her father.

At her father's home she finds time to think through her problem,
She weighs in her mind the long-time ¥alues to be found in marriage as

her mother sees it in contrast to the ideals concerning marriage held
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by Tom and her father., In the end she comes to the conclusion that
her father and Tom are right and that her mother's thinking is confused.

Theo finally uses good judgment and intelligently accepts her
responsibility., ©She also makes wiser choices concerning the kind of
marriage she wants. By so doing she continues to hold the love and
respect of both her father and Tom without loosing any of her mother's
love which iz rooted in emotion rather than in deliberately accepted
values,

Theo had been reared by her mother in various homes operated on
a higheincome level equipped with every convenience. In contrast the
hone which Tom (as manager of the glass factory left by his late father)
offers her is operated on a more economicel basis and she must help to
care for it, Differing beliefs concerning the sacredness of marriage
vows czuses 211 of the trouble between Theo and Tom,

However, Theo comes to her senses too late to make immediate amends
to Tom since he has been sent oversese and the var prevents them from
being together for the time being.

The marriage of Tom and Theo originally did not result in happy
home life because Theo and Tom did not have a mutual understanding
concerning the factors which contribute to happy home living.

O, S, S. shows how the Office of Strategic Service trained their
men to operate during the war and how they gained information from the
enemy to help win the war. During the war three men end Elaine Dupre
are sent to France to gein information which they send back to America
by redio. They all lose their lives at the hands of the Nezis except
the main cheracter of the story, Martin, who plays his part magnificently.

This story shows how people who believe in making the world a free

place in which to live, work together even at the cost of losing their



lives, in order to gain the rights to which they believe all are
entitled.

Martin senses readily his blunders in an assigmnment given him
just before he is sent to France. He acce tes readily the advice and
criticism given him concerning this blunder and shares with his comrades
a willingness to work &s a group and with open-minds on the French
mission which includes the blowing up of a strategic bridge. He is
apprecietive of French favors through which he gets messages back to
the United States. Martin's courtecusness and sympathy are =o apyreciated
by Elaine that when she is given the chance to go home she refuses.

He adjusts himself readily to a change of plans, when his job is finished
in France and he is sent on another mission instead of coming home.

%oo, Martin's reliable thinking sees him through dangerous missicns

and his intelligence and caution seve his life many times.

In accepting the responsibility of overseeing this mission, Martin
uses good judgment. In carrying out his orders he makes use of his
telents, abilities, and intelligence. His choices are wise since he is
able to enlist the help of many others and to conduct himself so well
that he gains his purposes. The whole plot centers about war - in itself
evidence of wvital cultural conflict among nations.

One More Tomorrow is the story of a men, Tom Collier, a play boy
whom many of the women he meets want to merry for his money., After he
becomes acquainted with the editors of a magazine into which he puts
some of his wealth, he joins the staff and thereby finds much happiness.
He falles in love with one of the co-editor's, Christie, but marries a
society girl to whom he has been tacitlly eng:ged for some years. They

are divorced when he finds out thet she doesn't want to have children and



ereate a real home. He then marries Christie who cherishes ideals
in life similar to those which he hold worth while, In short, the story
is centered around a wealthy play boy who learns that love rather than
wealth will bring him happiness he so desires.

Checking on the level of sociel sensitivity portrayed by Tom
Collier, shows thet Tom readily responds to the challenge of making
a success of the magazine which he helps to finance and edit. He is
open-minded in adjusting himself to the life of a working person and
establishes real friendship with his co-workers. He is thoughtful
always of his best friend, Champ, whom he discharges at the insistence

of his wife, He shows appreciation for Champ's understanding of this
situation, When Tom learns that the nemes of friends of his father are on
the list of names he is about to publish to identify people who are
swindling the government, he debates the situation thoroughly with
himself but decides it is his duty to publish the list as it stands,

For the first time in his life, Tom accepts responsibility as
part owner of the magazine and in attacking the job uses his intell-
igence as well as his good judgment, talent, and ability. He proves
to himself that he can become a good business man and at the same time
learns that a busy, purposeful life is better than that of a play boy.

Check of the film against Hollywood motion picture code discloses
that drinking takes place at one of Tom's parties. Moreover, the homes
in this film are the type maintained by wealthy people who have imherited

fortunes.

Perilous Holiday follows the adventures of a secret service agent,

Patrick Naville, assigned to trail a young lady, Agnes Stewart, during



her stay in Mexico City. He meets Agnes in Mexico as she arrive by

plane and manages to follow her, in spite of many difficulties. In
the course of the story they meet a Dr. Lilly to whom she atiributes
her stay in Mexico., She then confesses to Patrick that she writes a
columm for a newspaper when at home but is in Mexico to prove that
Dr. Lilly is responsible for the murder of her father. Dr, Lilly is
at the head of a counterfeit gang which has fled across the bvorder from
the United States, I!'inally the gang is caught with the evidence and
brought to justice and Pat wins Agnes's affections. In brief, a secret
service agent is instrumental in bringing to justice a counterfeit gang
which has eseaped into Mexico.

When Agnes and Pat are caught "red-handed™ by Dr. Lilly with the

evidence which proves that Lilly is head of a counterfeit gang, Pat

adjusts himself readily to the situation cnd does as Lilly suggests
rather then resorting to force. By using good judgment he brings the
gang face to face with the police and ushers Agnes and himself out of
the front door to a waiting ear.

Pat accepts the responsibility of folliowing Agnes. This assignment
brings into play his judgment and intelligance, as well as his talents
end abilities. In the end Pat has conducted himself so acceptably before
Agnes that she finds herself in love with him,

Check the film against the Hollywood motiom picture code, dis-
closes violations, A taxi driver is shot and killed on the streets because
he has been seen talking too much to Pat. On the night that Pat and Anges
go "anight clubbing” and meet Dr. Lilly, there is much evidence of drinking.

George, a drunkard, appears drunk most of the time during the picture.
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Although there is little home life portrayed in this piecture,

the home maintained by Dr., Lilly is on the high-income level. Furtbhermore,
in this story, evasion of the law is the social problem around which the
plot unfolds, and emphasis is upon bringing a counterfeit gang to justice,

Road To Utopia presents three elderly people, Chester, Duke, and Sal

sitting around the fire reminiscing over the shared adventures of their
younger days. They recall how Chester and Duke excaped on a boat for
Alagka after their "fake" to gain money was discovered. Because they lost
the money they had made from this stunt, they had had to work at warious
Jobs on the boat to pay for their voyage. In so doing, they had discovered
a map of a gold mine in Alaska, Wheh they arrived in Alaska, they learned
that the map belonged to a girl named Sal from whose father it had been
stolen, Sal managed to obtain the map from them by subterfuge and then
both Chester and Duke competed;for Sal's affection, After much rivalry

Chester won.

The film depicts many amusing circumstances recalled by three elderly

people; a husband, his wife, and their mutual friend. They reminisce about
- their edventnres in Alaska shared while trying to recover the map to a gold
mine,

Violation of the Hollywood motion picture code occurs in a lengthy
scene in which Chester and Hope get people to gamble by betting their
money of a fake stunt on which they are bound to lose., Also a man is
killed in the film, a mep belonging to Sal's father is stolen from him,
end drinking in a saloon i# prominent in the picture.

So Goes My Love displays the good influence of Jane on her husband,

Hiram, whom she loved in spite of his lack of resources, Jame brings

out the genius in her husband so that he becomes as influential a person



as Josephus Ford whom she has been tempted to marry for his money.
Jane's good judgment is displayed in the way she manages her husband
and children, The family members share much happiness., The story
reveals a marriage of love and understanding which brings out the
best qualities of the various family members,

Jane senses readily that she doesn't want to marry Josephus Ford
when he tells her about his business, She lets her intelligense and
good judgment influence her to change her ideas about Ford and to
marry Hiram because she loves him, Jane is willing to share Hirem's
meager circumstances and cooperaetes to make the best of them when she
senses how meager they are, She recognizes that Hirem has great
ability es an inventor and tries to inspire him to finish what he had
started, With an open mind she accepts criticism given her by her
relatives concerning Hiram, but never gives up the faith she has in his
ability to meke good with his inventions, In one scene Jane insists
that Hirem discipline their small son, Percy, but is quite relieved
to learn that instead of whipping the child, Hirem gives Perecy a ball
bat and has him beat the mattress with it as his punisihment.

A family problem arises when the children in the neighborhood
tease Percy about his long curls which his father doesn't want cut,
Howswer when Percy comes home one day with a black eye received in a
fight with 2 boy who was teasing him, Jane decides that it is time to
have Perey's curls cut anddiscuss it with Hirem afterwards. So she
turns a bowl over his head and cuts the curls off.

When Jene and Hiram ave first married they live in ome very
erowded room. But, they are happy end it is here that Hiram first
becomes iAspired to finish the inventions thet he has started. For a
time they then live in a meegerly furnished home but when Hiram becomes

femous as an inventor they move to a large comfortable house with a servant.
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Such worthy character traits as loyalty, honesty and self=-control
are practiced by the members of this family. Evidence of respect for
religious ideals in their home appears in the fact that Percy kneels
on the front steps to pray for Jane's life when Hiram tells Percy that
the only thing left to do is to pray for her. The home provides pro-
tection and security for each member of the family because Jane and
Hiram cooperate in making 2 real home and charing their problems.
Affection is seen among the members of the family especially in the
last scene in vwhich the family proudly are having a2 group picture
taken. Home life proves to be such a source of inspiraticn for Hiram
that he does his inventing at home., Jane seems eager to welcome to the
home all who come even though some are not friendly to Hiram's plans.

The Bride ¥ore Bootg is the story of the home life of Sally and
Jeff, and their two children. Jeff and Selly's interests are so different
that they become involved in circumstances, which cause disputes and
jealousies. They finally get intelligent enough to see how petty these
jealousies ere in comparison to the fine life they might build for them=-
selves and their children.

Sally's chief interest lies in a2 gosl she has had for years; namely,
to win & cup at the annual locel horse race. So she emplcys an old
friend, Lance, to coversee the training of the horses on her estste.

Jeff's greatest interest is in writing books, giving speeches before
women's clubs and conventions, and receiving fan mail from his women
admirers. He tries to ride horses for Sslly's sake, but because he is
reelly afraid of horses he always appears ridiculous before Selly and
Lance.

The jeslousies growing out of Sally's and Jeff's separate interests

cesuse them to et a divorce. Sally leaves Jeff to live alone and she
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and the children go to live with her mother.

Relatives attempt to bring sbout a reconcilation between them but
with little success until the closing scene. Here Jeff rides in the
race on Albert, a horse which Sally gave him for Christmas. The horse
comes in first but without his rider, and Sally rushes to find Jeff.

He is bandaged snd taped and amazed to find her indifferent to the fact
that they have won the cup but quite concerned about his well being.
They both then realize that they cannot be happy without each other.

In brief, the story reveals the marriage of & young couple with
ego few common interests thet they become involved in many misunderstand-
inge and unpleasant circumstances. Although divorced they become re-
coneiled when they discover thet their love for each other is of more
value to them than the superficial ambiticns which each has been
nurturing without the sympathetic understanding of the other,

In checking the film against the Hollywood motion picture code,
it is evident that Selly wears a much too tight sweater in one of the
scenes. Evidently Mexposure of a2 woman's figure" under a sweater was
not anticipated when the code was written. Undressing scenec are
banned unless essential to the plot; yet Sslly and Jeff are pictured
dressing and undressing in their hotel when Sally (sccompanied by
Jeff) attends a woman's convention in ancther city. One night while
there, Jeff wents to show Sally thet she is the only woman he loves
and co nuzzles snd kisses her fervently on the neck in spite of the
fact thet "neck kissing" is forbidden and that "Scenes of passion
should be acted so as not to stimulate the lower and baser emotions
of the audience.® During this :art of the story Jeff produces a drink,

to celelrate rhile away from home.

Sally and Jeff own a large estate with servants tc care for the
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house, Sally hes a number of race horses which are being trained
and cared for by Lance and a negro.

When divorce comes into the life of Sally and Jeff it completely
upsets their home. The children and Sally go to live with her mother
while Jeff lives on alone in the big house on the estete. From here on
everything goes wrong with all of them until the final reconciliation.
For example, once Sally sends the children to live with Jeff because
she wants to know what he is doing and Jeff is so disturbed over the
way the cook prepares his food that he cannot finish the book he has
started.

The Green Yearsg depicts the tribulations which a small orphan
child, Robbie, goes through in growing up end ultimately gaining
entrance to a university to study to become a doetor. His domineering
grandfather with whom he lives forbids him to try to advance in the
world. However, Robbie is an intelligent child and wins the respect
of his school mester who helps the child with special study and so
encourages him to meke something of himself.

When his kindly grandmother dies, her father, Robble's great-
great grarndfather, takes the child under his wing. After the old
man dies, the femily discovers that he has left everything to Robble
with the provision that it be epent for nothing except tution at the
university.

In brief, this is the story of the many trials and tribulations
which an orphan child endures in order to have the opportunity to
develop in line with his interests £nd desires. Even though cir-
cumstances kept him eerly in life from geining the education he so

desires, in the long run he geins the opportunity he needs.
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Robbie's first day of school is tragic because he comes to real-
ize that the suit he is wesring mekes him the ilnughing stock® of the
school. When Robbie goes home from school he aceepts the advice and
criticism given him by his great-grendfather and learns to defend him-
self from the school bully. Robbie is appreciative of the friendship
of two friends, Alican and Gabin who bring him both happiness and sorrow.
He has an open mind and courteous manner and with the help of his great-
grandfather, adjusts himself as well as can be expected to life in the
household. He is sympathetic and understanding toward his great-
grandfather whom he tries to keep from drinking heavily.

Robbie is a reliable thinker but when given a chance to enter the
university if he passes an examination he becomes 111, due to nervous
exhaustion, and fails to win the scholarship. He accepts this dis-
appointment stolically and looks for some other wey to achieve his
goal rather than giving up his desire to go to the university.

Robbie shows creativeness and self direction in his effort to
obtain an education and uses his talents and sbilitles to develop his
scientific mind., He aecepts the responsibility and makes many wise
choices before he succeeds in getting the chance to have an eduecation.
His conduct seems acceptable to those who discover his ambitions and
help him to realigze them.

The home in which Robbie lived with his grendparents reflects
the mesger circumstances of its occupents. In it the necessities
of life essential to a decent standard of living are not provided.

This story reflects the hopeless struggle of many families foreced
to live on inedeguate income. The grandfather did not make enough
money to supply the family with the things they needed and thought

that the orphan boy should go to work to support himself. In attempting
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to relieve himself of this extra responsibility, the grandfather
becomes domineering and tries to prevent Robbie from advancing his
station in life.

The story portrays democractic relationships between some mem=
bers of the family in some scenes only. Robbie is religious and takes
part in the church services. Conflicting ideals are cherished by the
various members of this family. The great-grandfather and the grand-
mother share their affections with Robbie and do all they possibly
can to help him. The great-grandfather succeeded in finding ways to
inspire Robbie to keep his chin up whenever the going becomes difficult
for him,

Ihe Spirsl Stairgase records the story of Professor Albert Warren,
who tries to prove io himself that he is strong end brave by murdering
crippled or afflicted women, After several women have been murdered,
the sheriff trails the murderer to the house where Warren lives. Helen
lives in his home, She is a girl who has not had the power to speak
since loosing her parents in a fire from which she tried in vain to
rescue them.f

She finds the body of Professor Varren's secretary in the base-
ment and lnsﬁente Professor Warren's step~brother of the murder. She
therefore lo;kn him in the basement and by so doing deprives herself
of his proteetion from Warren who immediately decides to kill her.

He might havy succeeded, but for the fact th=t hie bed-ridden mother
comes out other bedroom and shoots him down as he is about to catech
up with Halag and strengle her on the spiral staircase leading from the
firet to theﬁlocond flocr of the house.

The plot of this story centers in a man who believes he 1= show-

ing his strength by murdering the weak, afflicted, and defenseless



women whaom he finde in his community. It relates how he is discovered
a8 the killer by his own household and is killed by his mother.

Helen's open-minded, courteous disposition won for her the appre-
clation and sympathy of Professor Warren's bed-ridden mother whom she
cares for kindly. Mrs. Warren urges Helen to leave on thenight that
the sheriff comes to say that the trail of the murderer leeads to this
house, During the doctor's visit to see Mrs, Warren he makes Helen
promise to call him if she needs him, Helen is efficient and accepts
full responsibility for her household taske, She asnd the doctor are in
love but she has refused to marry him because she camnot talk., She does
share his fears for her safety in the house however and agrees to call
him in an emergency even though she has not spoken for a long time,
Soon after she locked the step~-bwother in the basement, she senses
that Professor Warren is the real murderer and that she is marked as
his next victim.

When Helen senses this situation, she tries desperately to call
for help over the telephone, but she aa.nnot speak, She then flees up
the spiral stair gase where Mrs, Warren comes to her rescue., Fortunately,
seaing refessce Wayren Eiiiad By hie mother w0 sbiosks Heban Hiak: hex
volece returns when she again goes to the phone to call the doector.

Appreisal of the film against the Hollywood motion picture code

reveals violations, The maid in Professor Warren's home is shows going

to the basement and fetching up a bottle of wine for her own consumption.
While Professor Warren is trying to kill Helen, the maid is Iao drunk she
doesn't know what is happining. In the film Professor Warren in killed h:r’
his mother on the spirasl stairease in full view of the audience,

The hame in which Helen lives with the Warren's is a large two-

story house cared for by servants., It is furnished expensively with
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every convience and hes a well stocked wine cellar, The fact that
society has never succeeded in preventing men from teking the lives of

others is evident in this story as is the difficulty the law faces in

determining who is guilty of murder after it has been committed.

| In this home about the only redeeming phase in family relation-
ships shown bedomes apﬁarent when the mother kills her son to save the
life of her athndan_t.

The Walls Came Tumbling Down plots a story around a newspaper men,

Mr, Archer, intent upon noiﬁg that those who hcve murdered a friendly
priest are brought to justice, During Mr, Archer's investigations he
meets a young lady, Patricia, who, he learns, has something to do with
the case. As the plot unfolds, two other people are murdered and Mr,
Archer is beaten by those who, for some mysterious reason, are trying
to gain possession of two Bibles, Archer learns from Patricia that her
grandfather possessed a priceless picture whose uﬁmahoutn is revealed
in twe Bibles believed to have becn in the murdered priest's possession.
The people responsible for the priest's murder are finally captured
by Archer with the aid of the police. The picture is traced and found
in the basement of the rectory. Patricia and Archer, in the meantime,
have fallen in love. Briefly, the story shows how a no'lpa;;er man
brings justice the murderers of a priest. Archer senses readily, when
he finds Fafhor Walch dea, that this is not suicide but murder.
He meets a girl, Patricia, while at the rectory of whom he becomes
suspicious because he believes that she knows something about the

murder. With an open-mind he courteously seeks information from

Patricia who at first refuses to tell what she knows., Later they

share their knowledge concerning the mystery and in this
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scene Patricia tells the story of the two Bibles which contain infore
mation about the location of a valuable painting belonging to her grand-
father. Archer appreciates her confidence and sympathizes with her
when he learns the facts. He tries to advise and protect her. Archer
accepts the advice of the police by agreeing to call them if he needs
help, In return they agree to let him solve the problem.

Archer uses reliable thinking in making his plans to solve the
murder, He lets the gang which is responsible for Father Walch's
murder, beat him unbearably and lead him willingly into precarious
gituations in order to gain information to use against them,

The social conflict reflected in this film is that of lawlessness
and the inability of the govermment to prevent murder or to capture
the murderers of a priest, The motive of the murderer is economic in
that the gang ie tryihg to gain possession of & valuable painting,

The film reflects disregerd for the right of the individual to life
and his right of possession. It, also, shows lack of respect for the
sacredness of the Bible and the house of worship.

Ihis Love Of Ours is the story of a young doctor, Michael, who
mistrusts the motives which prompt his wife, Karen, to go regularly to
the home of Bob, a blind man, She is teaching Bob to play the piano,
in order to supplement her husband's earnings and so make possible for
him certain professional advencement. Her doctor husband, however,
believes the gossip about how she is earning money and so takes their
three year old deughter and departs for America. Here he permits the
child to believe that her mother is dead.

Eight years later at a convention of doctors in Chicago, Michael,
by then & noted doctor, discovers that a woman called Florence playing
the piano in & night club is really his wife Karen. When she tries to
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commit suieide he saves her life by cpersting uponm her and then per-
suades her to go home with him. She does so, posing e&s hic bride, so
that che may see their daughter.

The girl promptly builde so strong a resentment toward Ksren that
the father and mother cannot bring themselves to tell the child the
truth., On the daughter's eleventh birthdey she lesrns through one of
Karen's friendes that the women she calls Florence is her real mother.
Keren leerns alsc that Michael has restored Bob's eye sight and that
the two men heve been friends for years. So the three become a haprpy
family once more.

In brief, this story depicts e father, who runs away from a wife
he believes to be unfaithful and devotes his time and life to & daughter
who believes her mother to be dead. Circumstances bring the mother,
daughter, and father together when the child is eleven years old and
leave them a heppy family cherishing the friendship of a once blind man
around whom their misunderstendings arose.

Michael adjusts himself reedily to a life devoted to his daughter
and his profession. After belng most inconsiderate of his wife by
running away from her end teking their daughter to America, he becomes
quite considerate of the daughter and takes time from his profession to
be with her as mueh as possible. Michael senses resentment in Florence
as soon &8 he recognizes her e&s his wife, Karen. He accepts criticisa
from her without revesling that he knows he was in the wrong when he
desérted her years ago. Nor could he blame her if her love had turned
to hatred toward him. He is sppreciative when Karen decides to go home
with him, in order to see their daughter and is sympathetic when the

child promptly turns against her.



Michael behaved emoticrally and vnirt:1ligzently when he fled with
the child but used relizble thinking when he took Keren hore with him
in the later psrt of the story. More than likely he hoped that she
would learn to care for him agsin and that they cculd become the happy
family they were in the early years of their marrisge. He may have real-
ized that her daughter needed Karen and that through the child Karen
could come to forgive him and to love him again. However, it took both
the daughter and Bob to bring them together.

liichael uses bad judgment when he deserts his wife on highly un-
relisble information but displays talent and ability as a surgeo?. Al~
though he is making a speech when the word is brought to him thaé:j,x_arqn
has tried to commit suicide, he lerves immediately to go to her and
accepts the responsibility of operating upon her in order to save her
life. |

Michael maintains & large richly furnished home cared for bty a
housekeeper who also takes care of his daughter. The home is in the
country and part of it serves as a laboratory where he does research on
medical problems. Economic problems and lack of faith bring on the con=
flict in this story, Karen works to make extra money needed to main-
tain their home while her husband continues his education. Michael
is not thinking straight when he acts upon circumstantial evidence
without verifying it. In their first home family relationships are
good and there appears evidence of affection and loyalty among the
femily members. The home is a source of comfort and inspirestion for
Micheel as he struggles to advance in his profession. Karen sees that
the home is orderly and comforteble end used by the family. Although
the standard of living in this home is on a lower economic level ithan



the one maintained by Michael for his daughter there is more home
atmosphere in it, Many of the same ideals are cherished in both homes,

To Each His Own is the story of the life long struggle of Jody
Norris to find some way to make her illegitinate son a part of her life,
As a young girl during World Wer I she fails in love with a flyer who is
killed over France, At this time she is living with a devoted father.
When she learns she is to be the mother of the flyer's child, (in order
to protect her fathor from disgrace) she goes to a near-by city to give
birth to her chilad,

Here she decides that her own happiness as well as that of her

child snd fathor may hinge upon her ability to care for the c¢hild

anonymously., She also considers that at this very time a school friend

whose child was born dead will probably die unless she is given some

baby to care for until she is able to aceept the tragic loss of her own child.

So Jody denies herself temporarily the right to care for her child
and to be known as its mother. However, the plans which would have given
her the right to care for her own child are never effected, and he grows
to manhood in his foster home ignorant of his parenthood. Then, just
before World War II, the picture shows Jody as a glamorous business woman
who has made a fortune by orgenizing and managing a commetic factory.

While serving as an air warden in London during World War 1I, she
meets her son, a pilot in the American air force. Through a highly
improbably but romantic series of events, he learns the truth about his
parentage and discovers a son's love for his own mother.

In short, the story concerns itself with a young girl who has an

illegitimate child during World War I and denies herself the right to
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claim the child until World War II. She uses her intelligence to gain
a place for herself in the world in spite of her youthful disregard for
social codes and the heart ache and longing which she endures throughout
the infancy, childhood, and youth of her child.

After Jody's father dies, she goes to New York, Here she finds
an old friend, Mac, and they go into the cosmetic business and to-
gether make a success of it. Mac is appreciative of Jody's business
ability and understands her concern for her child. She adjusts herself
readily to this life and works hard to make money fast, so that she may
use it to obtain her child,

Jody becomes sufficlently successful in the cosmetic business to
put through a business deal by which she brings her son at the age of
five to New York to live with her. But he misses his foster family so
bitterly that she sends him back realizing that he is too young to
understand the problem,

She then decides to take herself out of the pieture permanently
and goes to England where she uses her talent and ability to estsblish
a second branch of the cosmetic factory. Here she becomes a glamorous
and influential person.

In discussing the relation of this film to the Hollywood motion
pieture code the Life Magazipe states that, "Unwed motherhood is frowned

on, except when the mother suffers, as did Olivia de Havilland (Jody)

in Io Each His Q!n.“l Disregard for social custom and law made of Jody
an unwed mother, Yet regard for the feelings of others forced her to deny
herself the right to cere for her child. Jody's son is reared by his
foster parents in a comfortable well regulated home with limited luxuries,

1 schafer, loc. git.
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but the Loiue Jody meintains after she becomes & successful business
women is a luxurious and an expensively operated place with & servant
to care for it, The social probleme in which wer end illegitimacy
involve individuals are revesled in this story. These forces cause
Jody much difficulty and she struggles constantly with trying situstions
frem the tiwme of her son's birth until the happy ending.

fhree Strangors presents lirs. Crystal Shacklenberg, John lWest, and
Jerome Arbutney as three strangers who are desperate for money. The
story takes place in London 1n 1933 when Crystal enticed two strangers,
Arbutney and Tcst, to her apartment to tell them the legend of Kwan Kni,
an ancient Chinese idol over her mantel to whom she atiributes the power
to grant = wish, According to the legend, if Kwan Knl opens her eyes
at midnight pending wishes will be granted.

Then the three agree in writing to share the cost of a sweepstake
ticket which West has just bought, to wish that the horse on which they
hold the ticket will win, and (should they win) to divide the money only
with the consent of r11 three. They win but circumstances prevent each
and all from obtaining the money.

Crystel wents money to get even with her husband who has lefi her
because her selfishnesc has killed Lis love for her. West wants money
to Phide out" himself and & friend who &re wanted by the police.
Lrbutney hes misused trust funds and needs to put the money back
imnedintely to protect his reputation and to avoid going to priscn.

His inganity for money impels him to murder Crystal when she refuces
to cach in the sveepstake ticket. For this he goes to prison. Then
West flees with no money just in time to seve himself from being ruined

or involved.
In brief, the story tells of three strangers who are desperste for
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money. Two of them stop at nothing to obtain money and when they do
get it, it doesn't gain them the things they want. The third person
realizes just in time that people make their own circumstances in life
and that happiness can not be bought.

West is sufficiently sensitive to be willing to share the cost of
the sweepstake ticket '1th-0ryata1 and Arbutney and so take a chance
on winning money. This might be interpreted to indicate a kind of
social sensitivity.

In checking on the quality of thinking indulged in by John West,
it becomes obvious that he isn't thinking straight until the impulse
to flee strikes him just in time to save himself from becoming involved
in Crystal's murder. This realization taught him -~ it is hoped - that
their own zctions not fate get people involved in such circumstances.

Check of the film against the Hollywood code shows that it
viclates one of the Ten Prominent Don'ts. COrystal's death is traceable
to her becoming involved in gambling on a sweepstake ticket in order
to make money fast.

Haterloo Bridge concerns itself with those in England whose lives
have been changed by both World War I and World War II. We first see
Roy a grey haired men in uniform of World War II, standing on Waterloo
Bridge holding an idol of luck given him by his fiancee' during World
War I. He recalls memories of Myrs whom he had hoped to merry before
being sent to the front in 1914.

Military orders prevent the marriege and Myra looses her job as
e ballet dancer. She then becomes ill due to lack of the necessities
of 1life and shock from the report that Roy had been killed in action.

Upon recovering she learns that her best friend has turned

prostitute during her illness in order to permit the two of them to
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live. Then Myra begins to lead the same life. One dey, while waiting
at Waterloo Station in the hope of ®a pick up® from the truck loads
of soldiers arriving she sees Roy getting off of one of the trucks.
He discovers her sc dressed as to reveal her purpose in being there.

He then takes her to his parents home and tries to provide her
with the things she has been denied during his absence., Although they
plan to marry, she realizes that it is not fair to marry such a fine
person after the life of promiscuity she has led during his absence.
When she nears the date set for the wedding, she runs away and commits
suicide by throwing herself in front of a truck on Waterloo Bridge.

In short, this English story reminds the audience that although
many people have already suffered irreparable tragedy during World
War I they are called upon to make further sacrifice during World War II.
The plot comes out of the memory of a World War II Army officer and
centers in a young eocuple deeply in love but prevented from marriage
by war and military eonditions during World War I, After the young man
has been falsely reported killed in action, he returns to find that
during his absence Myra has met with experiences which finally impel
her to commit suiecide rather than marry him as they had hoped and
planned in esrlier years.

In checking the film to discover the level of social sensitivity
portrayed by Myra, it seems that she senses readily the problem of
finding a job when she is dismissed as & member of the ballet per-
formers and shows in an unintelligent way that she appreciates the
sacrifice her best friend made to keep them both alive. Myra end Kitty
share willingly the meager living conditicns which unemployment forces
upon them, Myra accepts Kitty's advice during the illness and stays in
bed until she is well again rather than getting up to continue her

search for a job.



62

The room in which Myra and Kitty lived did not provide the bare
essentials necessary to maintain a decent standard of living and Myra's
illness, bad judgment, and mental strain mey be due largely to the slow
starvation which she underwent.,

The war unemployment and poor housing conditions built up the
situation in which Myra becomes involved and which in turn, prevent
her from being happily married. It is hard to judge how she might have
changed these circumstances had she been able to think more reliably.
Obviously the sclutions found to many of her problens did not contribute
to 2 happy ending to her troubles. The home of Roy's parents is on a
large estate and is kept up by servants. There elaborate parties are
given and unlimited hospitality extended to their friends, Life in the
home seems to be characteriged by affection and honor, and the home
offered the usual protection and security needed by family members. This
home must have been a source of inspiration for Roy, or he could not
have been the fine person whom Myra honored. On the other hand, the
very fact that he and his family held such high ideals may have seemed
to prove to her that the situation was hopeless and that the only way
out was to comit suicide.

Young Widow depicts the problems faced by a young girl reporter,
Joan, struggling to sdjust herself to life after her husband has been
killed in action. One day she meets Dick, a soldier whose attentions she
rebuffs, When they arrive in the city, he learns her address and tele~
phone number and tries to see her, but she avoids him, One night as she
is leaving her spartment he accosts her &t her door and persuades her to
let him accompany her to the opera. On the way he saves an old lady from
being killed.

Joan gets her old reporting job back and writes up the story of
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Dick's rescue of the lady. Dick loves Joan, but she does not admit
even to herself the love she feels for him until she sees his plene
leave on & mission from which he may not return. Then she discovers
that she has found again the heppiness she thought she had lost forever.
%00, this film shows how a young girl reporter whose husband wes killed
in action comes to realize that her future happiness lies in another
marriage rather than in the memory of the past.

Check on the level of social sensitivity portrayed by Joan in this
film points up the fact that she senses that she will not find the con-
tentment she hopes for emong her relatives on the farm where she grew
up. She goes here soon after her husband's death and i1s willing to
share her feelings with an aunt and accept the criticism and advice
offered her, Joan appreciates the sympathetic and understanding attitude
the aunt has toward trying to help her. When she sees that her life
is not over, Joan immediately packs her bags snd departs for the city
where she formerly worked. Enroute she meets the soldier who wants to
know her better.

The soldier's rescue of the old lady arocuses in Joan the desire to
return to her work as & reporter and leads her to get her former job
back and to write up the story. This was the beginning of future
happiness for her,

In working out her problem, Joan acte on her intelligence by going
back to her former job and uses her talent end ability on her old job.
This work and responsibility so balance her thinking that she is willing
to become better acquainted with the soldier. She uses good judgment in
making the decision to marry again rather than to shut out her happiness
by grief over earlier disapprointments.

Check of the film against the Hollywood motion picture code dis-

closes violation in that it portrays drinking in the home of one of



Joan's girl friends.

The home in which Joan was reared is a comfortable old farm house
ocoupied by two elderly aunts. They are hard working people who manage
the farm with the help of farm hands and probably enjoy an adegquate
standard of living, The social conflict reflected in the plot is war,
itself, and in this case brings to Joan problems which she has to work
out for herself.

The old ferm home gives the impression of offering security and
protection, and the aunts are conserned about such worthy character
traits, as loyalty, honesty, self-control, and affesction which show up
distinetly in Joan's character. More than likely her early life in this

home was a source of inspiration to Joan as she sought for a way to

find the things that she needed to make her life complete,



65
EVALUATION OF FILMS AND CONCLUSIONS

Enlightening as the proceding apprasisl of the 25 films may be,
the mere discussion of the plots mekes it difficult to appreciate the
relative educative value of the motion pictures either independently or
as a total unit. To develop a clearer appreciation of the value of these
films for homemaking education, the findings are checked against the
specific factors listed earlier for each criterion. The results of this
check are tabulated and ;resented in chart form. Each film is judged
factor by factor and a check is placed wherever sufficient evidence is
discovered to warrent recognition of said factor. Each film is checked
and scored first on the personality traits of its leading character,
second on the consideration given to the Hollywood moral code in the
process of photographing the story, third on the standards of living
which the settings reflect, and fourth on the plot, itself, It is
well to call attention sgain to the fact that these checks and scores
originate in the opinion of the author, a home economist, and are
summarized here in an experimental frame of mind.

The relative value of each film as a teaching aid is indicated
by totalling the number of cheek marks for each specific factor to
obtain the raw score it merits on the various check lists. From the
raw scores, classifications havé been set up which make it possible to
appraise each film as A (good), B (feir), and C (poor) in opportunity
for the Lome economist to capitalize upon it as a teaching aid both in
its entirety and with respect to each criterion,

On separate charts (Exhibit A, B, and C, pp. 67, 68, 70) the leading
characters are checked for relative social sensitivity, ability to do
reliable thinking and ingenuity or creativeness---traits which in
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combination tend to characterize the democratiec individual.

According to Exhibit A less than half of the leading characters
are portrayed as socially sensitive or reflect the traits which pre-
sumably tend to develop social sensitivity. Furthermore almost half
of the films warrent from three to no cheecks which says the producers
seem to have glamourized individuals characterized by practically none
of the personality traits which make the individua) desirably sensitive
to others. The traits more frequently checked on this 1list are the
ability to sense a problem situation readily, to appreciate the prob-
lems of others, and a willingness to share both interests and resources.
In other words the total number of check marks against these three
characteristics makes up nearly half of the total score. Finally,
five of the films ere classified as good, eight as fair, and 12 as
poor with respect to.the relative soclal sensitivity of the leading
characters,

Exhibit B indicates that the greater number of the leading charac-
ters seem to be thinking fairly dependably about the problems they are
cast to meet. More specifically the checks suggest that they all sense
their problems readily and accurately and the greater number of them
(17) reflect scientific attitude. However, the plots let the characters
down with respect to the two remaining factors in that only 14 of the
characters follow their leads by weighing carefully the effect of their
action and only eight seem to use plausable solutions. Six of the films
group themselves as good; eleven as fair; and eight as poor.

Exhibit C lists the characteristics attributed in this study to
the self-directive, creative individual. The chart reveals that nearly
half of the leading characters appear as individuales who direct their

own experiences and show crestiveness. Only four of the films fall into
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EXHIBIT A

APFRAISAL CF THE EDUCATIVE VALUE OF EACH FILM IN TERMS OF THE
SOCIAL SENSITIVITY FORTRAYED BY THE LEADING CHARACTER

Personality traits contributing to
Filmg goclal sensitivity

e

1 From This Day Forward.......eX X X
2 Badman's TerritoryecccccceseeX X X
x
x

MM N Ao

30‘ 8. s. Q..l.i.....l....t...x x
4 Holiday In MexiGO.ecesesvscsedX
5c1m m’m.-.-..l...l.ll...‘x x

HHHHHI,.
MMHMHKN

6 80 Goes My LOV@us.cesisseecssX X
7 Logt In A HaremM..cscessssssaneX

8 The Walls Came Tumbling Down.x x
9 This Love Of QursS.scescssssseX X
10 The Green Years..cuecescescesX x x
12 One More TOMOrTOWesscaocsavaaX x x
13 Waterloo Bridgeu..un...u.x X

M
MM
L]

MMM
]
MM MMM NNN

u Gm..._._.._‘..‘..............-.‘x x x

15 Come And Get It.cecevcccecsasX X

16 P.rﬂm. Hm...........‘.' .x

17 :0 km ni’ m‘..l.........'. x

18 Three strang'r'obo.onco.o-oo-l X

1O Kismet.cesoiccascnossaasascasX

20 cmedooqo..o.ool.coato.ooo-..x

21 m Bl‘ida .01'. m..--......

22 Roasd To “toph-n...nc.ouacnc-n.t.c

23 Marriage Iz A Private Affair.

2‘ hq To MQ&‘&'A..Q‘.OG'....

25 The Spiral Staircase...cccceom o e e e S s
Total 1811 8 710 810 9

H M
Blo
VIO OOoOCOHKHMFMMNW APhPPUuviooon~ 000w

&l
N

®Scores of 10-8"A (good); 7-4%B (fair); 3-0=C (poor).
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EXHIBIT B

APPRAISAL OF THE EDUCATIVE VALUE OF EACH FILM IN TERMS CF THE
RELIABILITY COF THINKING PORTRAYED BY THE LEADING CHARACTER

Steps in the process of refelective

Films thinidng

:\%

So Goes Hy LovesssspsnnsnpenncinseX
B 1ida, In le:iGO.p.._.--.._u.,.-_g-.X
This Love Of Q‘lrﬂ..-.._u-....._.-_...x
More Tm“._._a-a_n ssssssssssak
dments Territory-_........u.uux
From This Day ?mard._..uu..uux

7 0. S. s. Sesssvassnsssesssssssens el

8 The Walls Came Tumbling Down......X

Poys

1
2
3
4
5
6

MOMMOMMON N Mg
MM MMM MM My

MM MMMHN NN

O Marriage Is A Private Affair .....x
10 P.rﬂm Hﬂmy._.-_.............-.x
11 The Green I“r!.,._u_._.._....... seseesX
12 The SPinl Staireese..eeseesssseneX
13 !m 'id“.__._.._.'”.....‘......”‘..x
u To Each Hi8 OWneseecssocsncssasaseX
15 'a“rlm Bridg‘._.«._oco..ooou.too-ox
16 cm m Gat It.'.'...............x
17 clw mm“..'l!.. ..'..I.........._:

MW HMHMNMMNMN
MHMMNNN

18 Cornered.cc.cosessssssssessessoneeX
19 hq To WedeseesscccssssssessecnseX
20 Gm-._'._-rra'--o-c-t-----o---t-.-- esescvenessssX
21 KismeteeeesonsccncscasnsssosssneseX
22 Lost In A Harem....evcevecccccsse.X
23 Road To U'I’.opil......................_...,.x
24 The Bride Wore BoolBi.cccessscesasX

25 Three Stﬂngors.;........q..a..-q.x_ o - h
Total 2517 14 8

*Score of 4=A (good); 3-2=B (fair); 1-0=C (poor).

HiEFRHEFERMRFE DNNWWWWWW BN
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the A group, 10 in the B group, and 11 in the C group. However, 12 of
the films portray leading characters which reflect the use of good judg-
ment and 14 each who make good use of their abilities and accept respon-
8ibility. In fact these three scores account for more than half of the
total 63 checks appearing on the chart.

Compiled tabuletion of the classes into which the charts dealing
with persenality treits group the various films is presented as Exhibit
D pege 71 merely to verify the suthors judgment and to indicate a final
classification in this respect==-film by film. This finel classification
provides a clearer picture of the extent teo which the hero or heroine
in each of the 25 films portrays democratic personality. Four of the
cheracters are elassified in the A group, 11 in the B group, and 10 in
the C group.

A check of the photography of the twenty-five films against the
ten prominent don'ts in the Hollywood motion picture code appears as
Exhibit E page 72 end violations are given a negative value, This
check helps to determine whether or not the filme are photographed in
2 way likely to raise or lower the moral standards of those who view
them. In another sense it also reveals the extent to which the pro-
ducers have kept or viclated the spirit of their own code.

The scores on the chart are low, ranging from zero to mimus six,
and suggest that, for the most part, the producers have respected the
epirit of the eode in photographing this group of pictures. Twenty-
four of the 25 pictures fall here into the A group and the other into
group B. All told, only 28 violetions were recorded out of a possible
250, FHowever, the photographying of dead men and people drinking
intoxicating liquor account eqnally'fqr the E{ShQ't mmber of vio-

letions of eny one of the ten don'ts. In the case of these two
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EXHIEIT C

APPRAISAL OF THE EDUCATIVE VALUE OF EACH FILM IN TERyS OF THE EXTENT TO
WHICH THE LEADING CHARACTER DIRECTS HIS OWN EXPERIENCES AND SHOWS CREATIVENESS

Types of action giving evidences of self=-
Films direction end crestiveness

1 HOliday In MeXiCOesaeososnnseX
2 Badman's T“ritmi..o-.oanooox
3 From This Day Forward...eee..X
4 So Goes h LOVE.csesssnsnnsesX
5
6
7

NNHNH‘h‘.
log oy
Segrg

MMMM
MMMAH
HMMAH

!m '16-0';‘-....0..;4.-0..-!
Qs 84 84 ascncsacessssssssaseX
Perilous HOlﬁqnoanc.aoo.-l.-x
8 The Green YeGTrB.ccccesccsscce
9 One More Tm“....-ouooooox
10 Cluny Browheeeess:sscscsscscsX
11 Come And Get Ith-.oucco.ta.io
12 Gm..‘........-..............-‘..-
13 Marrisge Is A Private Affair.x
14 This Love Of OurSccececcccce X =

MMHMMM
M MHMHNHNM

MM
MMHMHM
M
MMM

15 The Walls Came Tumbling Down,

16 The Spirll StaircasececsscsssX

17 To Each His OWneececccscsssos x

18 Kismeteceeocssncssccscescscse X

19 Cornarefecconcssccsccsnincsnrse

20 Easy To Wodeeoossososssonsces

21 Lost In A Harem..ececscossesse

22 Road To Utﬂpi‘-...oooooo-o-o.

23 The Bride VWore BootB..ccecces

24 Three S‘trlnserl.."....-.u.-

25 ‘t.rloo hi&'..........'..._ — — r—
Total 12 1 1.4 8

M
M

o
<l
&\POOOOOQP‘HHN WWWWWWhkpb OO

*gcares of 7T-6mA(good); 5-3=B (fair); 2-0-C (poor).



EXHIBIT D

APPRAISAL OF THE EDUCATIVE VALUE OF EACH FILM IN TERMS OF THE EXTENT
TO WHICH THE LEADING CHARACTER IS POCRTRAYED AS A DEMOCRATIC PERSON

Tetvyy, 4q

at i'm
& Exhgpy, one

Sh

More Tomorrow
Waterloo Bridge
8 0, 8. 8.
9 Cluny Brown
10 The Walls Came Tumbling Down
11 This Love Of Ours
12 Come And Get It
13 Perilous Holiday
14 Marriage Is A Private Affair
15 Young Widow

16 Kismet

17 Three Strangers

18 Lost In A Harem

19 Gilda

20 To Each His Own

21 Cornered

22 The Bride Wore Boots
23 Road To Utopia

24 Easy To Wed

25 The Spiral Staircase

oo OQUWOO woOoOOQuwwkeew whekk R.l

TOQQOUWOO0 wrowewWket bk
oo O000 UwnowwWwoOwwOww ek
QOOOOO0O0O0C0O vUuwowWowwwotw ek



EXHIBIT E

APPRAISAL OF THE EDUCATIVE VALUE OF EACH FILM IN TERMS OF THE MORAL
EFFECT IT IS LIKELY TO HAVE ON THE PUBLIC JUDGED BY THE NUMBER CF THE
VIOLATIONS OF THE SPIRIT OF THE HOLLYWOOD MOTION PICTURE CODE PERMITTED
BY THE PRODUCER*

Fllus

Ten Prominent "Don'ts" in production

1 Waterloo Bridgeeccsccceccscoe
2 To BEach His OWneeeccoocevcsnsne
3 This Love Of OurSeeceecscesses
4 The Walls Came Tumbling Down.
5The Green YearS..ceecccoscsse
6 So Goes 'y LOove,ssrsersccsses
7 Marriage Is A Private Affair,
8 Lost In A Haremseeeccococcoes
9 HOlidﬂy In MexicOssereecovens
10 From This my Forward.seeecese
11 hw To MIOOOOOQOOOOC..I.OI
lzc:.m B__rown....u.....u.....

T ¢ 8 8 0 8 0 0 b o8
WWWNMMPMNMNVHMRMHEFHEFOOOOODOOOOOO

13 Ioung WdoWessssesesosesssose X A

1/ Three StrangersS.csescccccscss x

150”“01" TomorroWeseseaccsnss X

16 O Ji B Covssnisisnesinvoune X

17 nmet....'..l.I...I.l....... x

18 The Bride Wore BootS.....seee X x

19 Perilous HolidayYeeeseoesaasee x b 4

20 com.t..liooocooo-oon-n.o x x

21 Come And Get It.vececcccscces X X

22 The Spirasl Staircese......... x x x

23 Badman's Territory.ececcesces x x x

24 Road To UtopiSesesccessaccens x x x

25 Gilda....u..........--.....:_:E___E__‘E__x_x___x___:g B
90 9 2 3 4 8

1 0 0 2
*Score of 0 to minus 3=A (good); minus 4 to minus 7=E (fair)
minus 8 to minus 10C (poor).

¥Schafer, loc. cit.
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factors there were nine violations each, Guns pointed, gambling, and
indecent exposure of the bosom account for four, three, and two checks
respectively and one check appears egainst the exposure of the inside
of the thigh. It is fair to recall here the suggestion that drinking
iz not thought of as violating the code if it may be construed as
essential to the plot of the story.

Exhibit F (p.74) indicates the extent to which standards of living
are emphasized in the settings of the 25 films viewed for the study.
The films appear to be approximately two percent effective for use in
teaching students to consider the implications in family life which
relate to stendard of living. Out of a possible 150 checks only 26
aeppear. Over half of the filmes use as settings ,homes available only to
those living on the upper level.

Seven of the films are classed as poor since they show no scores
in which any stenderd of living is indicated; 11 others are classed as
poor beceuse they consistently reveal one and only one of the six possible
standerds accepted for this study; and six more are classed as poor
because they have settings which suggest but two of the six economie
levels, One film suggests living on three different levels of income
and is classed a8 B in this respect. Half of the 26 check marks fall
into the §15,000 and up column while the five other income levels are
checked once, twice, three times or four timee as the case may be.

Exhibit G end H (pp.75 and 77) represent an effort to discover
whether or not the plots of the 25 films studied portray democratic
home life by specificelly revealing the extent to which the plots em=-
phasigze controversial issues and cultural conflicts which affect living

in the home and the characteristics of happy home living.



EXHIBIT F

APPRAISAL OF THr EDUCATIVE VALUE OF EACH FILM IN TERMS OF
STANDARD OF LIVING SUGGESTED BY THE FILM SETTINGS

Films

1 Clw Brotn.............u-u

2 Come And Gel Iteeeeieecccanes x

3 From This Dﬂy Fm-ooolotox X

4 Merriage Is A Private Affeir. x

5 SOGOG'WLONCOO'IOOOGOQCUOO X

6 M kch Hia m‘n‘.............. x

7 Waterloo Bridge.ccessccereseeX

8 Immg Widowseseesesessnsessos X

9 This Love Of QurSecescscscses
10 The Green YetrSes.eesceccsssasX
11 The Spiral Staircase......... x
12 The Bride Wore BootBecoecanes X
13 Perilous Holiday..-u.....u..
14 One More TomOrrowescccssscess

15 HOlid.y In MexicOsseecssvanes
16 Guda..o%o..h-'..ocq-oo--0-..0
17 Eﬂ-!’ To Wedsvsessoesssenssnas
18 Corneredesceacccscessscsccces

19 Badman's Tarri‘l‘-ory.......u..

20 Kismet.oeesecncenccnccncccens

21 Lost In A BareMe.scvoncnssssse

22 Road Teo Utopiat-l..o-.-onatco

23 Oq S. S. Sassssesenssssanenese

24 The Wells Came Tumbling Down.

25 Thr.e strlngeﬂ.-.-.u.-...-o.

3 4 31 2 13

*Score of 6-5%A (good); 4-3=B (feir); 2-0=C (poor).
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EXHIBIT G
APPRAISAL OF THE EDUCATIVE VALUE OF EACH FILK IN TERS OF THE EXTENT TO

WHICH THE PLOT DEALS WITH CULTURAL CONFLICTS WHICH REACT UPON THE HOME
LIFE

Films

1 FI‘OE Thia my Fomrd-..-....

2 Waterloo Bridge.............. XX x
3 Come And Get Itessacesvecscse - 3 o
4 clw Bromh.cisicsusasssonsse
5 Cornered..........u...-u...
6 Marriage Is A Private Affair, x
7 0. Sl 80 S sessssassrRIBOR BN
EThiB Love OfOurs..........-. X
9 To Each His OWNnececcencscsnns X
10 Y.oung WidoWesassosocessescase
11 Three Strangers...ccecesecsee
12 The Walls Came Tumbling Down.
13 The spiral staim”........‘
u Th’ Gmn Iears...‘.......'..
15 The Bride Wore BOOtS.....u.. X
16806098”1!“9.-..-.-....-.- X
17 Road To UtOPh.........u..n
18 Perilous Holiﬁay.............
19 Lost In A HareMecssessasesone
20 Kiamat...............u....u
21 Gild‘o-qo_-_o'-o..oooncotqoooooo
22 hsy To ‘ed..o.-'o.ootoooono.- X
23 Badman's Territory.seccccccee
24 BOlid!y In MexicOeessesssoccs
25 One More TomMOrTrOWescesccssses 0 o oo o v i
Total 33218 21132

MM HH MM
MMM ]
™

L
WIOOHKFKFHFHFHKFEMPHKMHEFHEKMEDNDNNNNDNDWWW v
(=]

)

Wi

*3cores of 13-10mA (geod); 9-5= (fair); 4-0=C (poor).
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Check of the films egainst the list of seven cultural conflicts
and six controversial issues which affect home life again places 24 of
the 25 pictures in Class C. One into Class B. Out of a possible 325
checks only 38 appear on the chart. In other words less than two per-
cent of this group of films could be capitalized upon to challenge
home economice students to think seriously about ocurrent problems in
society which influence the kind of homes in which they live or may be
living in during yesrs ahead, The chart reveals that the question of
limitetion of the function of govermment and war have the highest scores.
Over half of the total scores may be attributed to these two socisl
problems, The plot of one of the films is rated as fair and the other
2, as poor, HNone of these films offers a good challenge to the viewer
to understand for himself the conflieting forces in society which make
it difficult for him to live happily. Hence, none offers the home
economist a good (and only one a fair) opportunity to bring cultural
conflicts before her homemaking education classes.

Exhibit H (p.77) shows each film checked against the list of
characteristics of a happy home and indicates that only five merit A
grouping. Hence only one fifth of the plots of the films suggest happy
home life, Four fall into the B or fair class and 16 into the C or poor
class, Of thie latter group thirteen merit no check marks and so class-
ify themselves as reflecting no relationship which would seem to character-
ize the qualities in home living which homemaking education enphagizes.
The characteristics of home life rating the highest scores are hospitality,
security, protection, and loyalty. These four in combinaticn represent
about one half of the total checks. Out of 300 total possible checks &l
checks appear on the chartes., This suggests that the plots studied are

approximately 30% effective in their presentation of happy family situations.



EXHIBIT H

APPRAISAL OF THE EDUCATIVE VALUE OF EACH FILM IN TERMS OF THE EXTENT
TO WHICH HAPPY HOME LIVING IS PORTRAYED

Filme Characteristics of happy home Jife

/ 5 897
Ty 5 514 ~:~'£j§
LR LHEREE

SOG“. nm.’.litltl..lol b 4
This Love Of OQurSecesceccvesce
OWssssesscoseecnconn
In mobOClooootilo
hil w rm.......r

g,.

o
o}
HMMMMMN
HMHMMM
MMMHN
MM MMM

F
g

His OMn.secoccocccces
B JOATBucacessntosves X

TP RERSPEIRIRII RN

G.t It..'...........

oon
E‘E’
gf

MM
MMM M
LR

§
E

e Wore BootS.secccnse x
Is A Private Affair. x x
TOmMOrTOWseoasesssnsse b 4
Sp.‘l.ral Staircase..cccesce

rloo h‘id‘.too'to.oo-o-.t

sm“ers".....'.....-

17 The Walls Came Tumbling Down.

18 Road To Etophtotuoooaoa.l.ol

19 Perilous Holiday.seeessscecss

20, O¢ Se 8¢ cvevoccsscoscccccss

2]l Lost In A Haremececosocsccacse

22 Kismetesseenseoennnnsvesscasns

23 Correred.ecscesssscsssscnsasns

24 Badman's rmtory...tcoaoocn

25 YV TO WeQeeoeess00000080088 o e e e o e e o o — ——

;gl 2 87 97 9 9 8 0115 6

’;\KKSSES Vol vihuwne
EEPEEY
FEEEEE
13
MK

7
6
6
5
3
3
1
0
0
0
0

c

{

sPOOOOOOOO

*Scores of 12-9-A (good); 8-5-B (fair); 4-0-C (poor).
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A cleerer view of the extent to which each of the 25 filme por-
trays democratic living is found in Exhibit I page 79. This chart
tabuletes the groupings sttributed to the plet of each film in Exhibit
G and H (pp.75 and 77) and establishes a final classificatirn., From
this comes an indication of the extent to which the plot of esch film
portrays democratic home living since one of the films is classified
in the A group, eight in the B group, and 16 in the C group.,

Exhibit A through B with the exception of Exhibit D (p.71) show
the relative classification on ezch of the 25 filme in terme of specific
factors. In order to gain an over-all picture of the value of the entire
findings, Exhibit J (p.80) is presented. On this chert the checks
warrented by each film with respect 1o each criterion are tabulated.
Also, the total score for each factor is given in the caese of each film
and these are complled into a grand totel for all twenty-five. Under
each of these grand totals appears the hizhest possible score for each
factor so located as to make possitble a resdy comparison between the
possible and the real situation., The relative value of each film as a
teaching aid has been indiceted both by the raw score in the rating
column and the letter indieating the class into which its total raw score
places it. The chart reveals that the films in which the leading charac-
ters are portrayed'as democratic persons cerry a high total score.

Although the besis for classification has been kept constant for
charte A through I, the legend has been changed for Exhibit J. From the
total scorees classifications have been set up which make it possible to
sprreise each film as Ay (excellent), A (good), B (aversge), C (fair),
ena C- (poor) in offering the home economist opportunity to capitalize
upon them as teaching ailde.

According to the ehart only cne film fells into the A< claes, four



EXHIBIT 1

APPRAISAL OF THE EDUCATIVE VALUE OF EACH FILM IN TERMS OF THE EXTENT
TO WHICH DEMCCRATIC LIVING IS PORTRAYED

g
aaif&a.tio
n

ativ
ag

Qf'_]{ict
8 ap
Sh
e e

Zo)
15,

L

1 From This Day Forward

i~
I
B
2 Holiday In Mexico ¢
3 So Goes My Love c
4 Young Widow C
5 This Love Of Ours c
6 The Green Years c
7 Cluny Brown c
8 Come And Get It C
9 To Each His Own C

10 One More Tomorrow

11 Badman's Territory

12 Easy To Wed

13 Gilda

14 Kismet

15 Lost In A Harem

16 Perilous Holiday

17 Road To Utopia

18 The Bride Wore Boots

19 The Spiral Staircase

20 The Walls Came Tumbling Down
21 Three Strangers

22 0. S. S,

23 Marriage Is A Private Affair
2/, Cornered

25 Waterloo Bridge

CO0OONOOOO00O000 WEuwwkEkE
000000000000 WENWHLww p Py
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EXHIBIT J
GENERAL APPRAISAL OF FILMS

iotn.l-oot‘

From This Day Forwardeese....10 4 0 2 5
So Goes My LOVe.cceereecsessea 7 4 6 O 2 1 1 31
Holiday In MexiCOeeseoecsscss 8 4L 6 0 1 0 10 29
CJ.W BI‘O‘I’II............-...... 8 2 3 0 3 3 6 25 <
This Love Of QurS..ceccccsssss 5 4 3 0 1 2 10 25
Iouﬂg WidoWesesoonscnsccsnnse 4 3 4 -1 1 1 10 22
The Green Yearg,cececcccocnen 5 3 4 0 1 1 6 20
Badman's Territoryecececcessssll 4 6 =3 0 1 0 18 B
0- s. s. Tess s s EaBaBssREBESEeN 9 A 1‘. -1 0 2 O 18
To Each His OWneesevecrvonees 2 3 3 O 2 2 7 17
COIIIQ m Get Ita.c.o-...t.ott 2 2 3 -2 2 3 5 15
Marriage Is A Private Affair. O 3 3 O 2 2 3 13
The Walls Came Tumbling Down. 6 4 2 0 0 1 0 13
om uom TOIOI‘I’O'.......-...‘ 4 4 3 "'1 1 0 1 12 c
Waterloo Bridgee.ceceescecess 4 2 0 O 2 3 0 1
Th‘ Spiral Stlil‘case......... 6 3 1 ‘-3 1 1 O 9
P‘rﬂms Holid‘y.......-...-- 2 3 ‘. “‘2 1 1 0 9
Lost In A BareMececscscceseeea ® 1 0 O 0 1 © 8
rhe Bridﬂ WOI‘B BOOtB-.....-.. 0 1 0 -2 l 1 3 4
Gﬂd‘"‘...ll...l..l‘...'.ll. 3 l 3 "6 l 1 D 3
comm‘..............-..I.. 1 1 0 -2 1 2 o 3
Ki’met.-.......-oo-o..ooo-.-c 1 1 1 ""‘l O .1 0 3
Eﬂay To Welicecesececscsssnns 0 1 0 0 1 3 0 3
Thﬂa Str!ngerﬂ..--........-. l 1 0 "1 O l 0 2
Rﬂad TO Utopiln.........-... 0 1 O "'3 0 1 0 -1
Total D o — e e e
104 64 63 -28 26 38 @& 348

Highest Possible Score.......250 100 150 =250 150 325 300 1025
#The figure in parenthesis in this row indicate highest possible score
for each eritericn.

Scores of 40(=) to 32=A} (excellent); 31-24=A (good); 23-16=B (average);
15-8=C (fair); 7-0=C minus (poor).



into the A, and five into the B class, The remaining three-fifths of
the films fall into the lower classes., The greater number of the films
appear o have poor educative value as aids in teaching homemaking and
only two out of every five seem to carry enough worth to be thought of
as having educative value for the homemaker.

Evidence of the value for homemeking education of eech film is
suggested in these charted appraisals, The most promising film, accord-
ing to the charts is From This Day Forward, The moral code has been re-
spected in photographing it and the personality of the heroine is typically
democratic, Family living is portrayed as democratic and on two income
levels within extremes which the average American could attain and with
which he could meet the necessities of life adequately. There is frequent
evidence in the plot that humen values are more highly cherished than
material things and need occurs egain and again for the making of choices
which affect the whole group and which call for the careful study of the

values involved.

So Goes My Love carries only a slightly lower total score than From

This Day Forward and appears to rank higher in its portrayel of happy home
living. It loses top place probably because the situations it portrays
are too free from the cultural conflicts which mark current living.

Holiday in Mexico is a good film since it reveals a democratic

relationship between the father emd daughter. In addition, the leading
character possesses those treits which characterize the democratic person,
For instance, he nuses his intelligence in guiding his daughter to maks her
own decisions, Only one standard of living is revealed in the film and
this is hot typical of the majority of homes in this country. No cultural

conflicts are allowed to interfere with the BBppy home life of the father
and daughter,



Cluny Brown and This Love Of Qurs rank right in line with equally
high totel scores. Although the home life shown in the film, This Love
Of Ours, scores slightly higher than that in Cluny Brown, it is evident
that the leading character in Cluny Brown scores a little higher as a
democratic individual than the leading character in This Love Of OQurs.
Cluny Brown takes a higher place ia the portrayal of standard of living
and cultural conflicts which are representative of our time,

The film Young Widow implies life which is a little happier than
that shown in The Green Years., The leading characters are approximately
equal in the portrayal of democratic characteristics and each of these
two films reveals cultural conflicts and standards of living often mst
with in real life,

The films Badman's Territory and 0.S.S. have the seme average
totel scores. They portray practiecally no phases of home life, yet both
deal with cultural conflicts which affect the lives of many individuals.

Badman's Territory scores a little higher than 0.S.8.in its portrayal of

democratic personality but three phases of the moral code are violated
in its filming. This film seems of questionable value as a teaching eid,
even though it falls into class B, It might be used to teach that those
who are guided by honesty and fair play eventually win over those who are

dishonest and who resort to foul play.

To Each His Own might be used with an average chance for success in
alarifying the cultural conflict which originates in illegitimscy. It
might also serve to challenge the student to recognize and comphrehend
those soclal issues in our soclety which affect in many ways the living
conditions in the home,

The following films are grouped as fair teaching aids and have about



the same total score: Come And Get It, Marriage Is A Privade Affair,

The Wells Came Tumbling Down, One More Tomorrow, and Waterloo Bridge.

Of these five films, Coms And Get I8 scores the highest im regard to

happy home life and portrays a higher type of family relationship than
some of the other films, While the leading character in each of these
films portrays some of the characteristics of a democratic individual,

the educative value is lowered by other factors in the plots., For

example, in The Wells Came Tumbling Down, there is murder and violation

of the sacredness of the Bible and the house of worship, Sinece young
people remember so much of what they see in the motion picture and may

imitate what they see, this would be a very poor teaching aid for the

homemsking teacher. While Marriage Is A Private Affeir renks fairly

low on the charts, the film might be used in homemsking classes to
emphasize the effects of broken homes upon children, as well as all family
members.

The film Lost In A Harem, The Spiral Steircase, ahd Perilous Holiday

are somewhat lower in educative value than the group mentioned above.

They portray no home life and are credited with five violations of the

moral code, They also portray standards of living in the upper level

which are not typical of most homes today and but one reference each to

social problems, All of these considerations lower their educative value,
The group of films classed as poor teaching aids includes Gilda,

The Bride Wore Boots, Cormered, Kisme$, Three Strangers, Basy To Wed,

end Roed To Utopia. Only one of these films, The Bride Wore Boots

portrays any of the characteristics of happy home life and this ome

places little emphasis upon it. Each of these films deals with one
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social evil and Cornered portrays two. The standard of living reflected
by these films is very high and so the films are of little educative
value in this respect since this is not typical of the majority of homes the

students live in or will maintain in the future. In this particular

group of films more phases of the moral code are violated tham in all
of the other films combined and the leading characters are portrayed as
individuals with very few of the characteristics of democretie persons.
All of the above-mentioned fects indicate that they would be very poor
teaching aids for home economie education.

In the last analysis, only one of the films studied appear to offer
excellent opportunity to the homemaking teacher to capitalize upon it
and four others offer good opportunity. Of the remaining five are scored

as average, eight teir, and seven poor devices for teaching homemaking,
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The popularity and the accessibllity of the motion picture theatre
suggested this study which in turn seems to support the belief that there
is rich opportunity for the educational world to capitalisze upon the
commerceial motion pieture only if educators exert a more positive in-
fluence upon their production of commercial films, This need is im-
plied in the fact that three fifths of the sampling of films used in
this study appear to have little value as teaching aids in homemaking
education. Since so much money and time is spent by producers in filme
ing pictures and so many people are seeing thn, it seems that in the
making the product should be appraised for educative value.

In the meantime since this type of recreetion is so popular, the
homemaking teacher might well take advantage of whatever opportunity
for desirable emphasis the motion picture theatres offer today. For
example, the film From Ihis Bay Forward could be used effectively to
challenge the homemeking student to try to become more significsnt for
democratic home life. It couid also be used as the basis for studying
the effect of economic insecurity upon young married people, or it
might become the basis for class discussion of the effect of the family
income upon relaticnships within the home and standards of living.

Heliday In Mexieg could serve as a challenge to the student to
analyze his own home life and to deliberately enrich his contribution
to it. Ihe Bride Wore Boots might help the teacher to emphasize the
evil effects of divorce and broken homes. Cluny Brown could be capital-
ized upon to challenge the student to respect the worth of each individual
since the leading character portrays a person who is tolerant of others

and meets all situations with understanding and an awareness of the many
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influencing factors., Also, the film portrays several standsrde of
living which might become the basis for a class discussion of the
starndard of living that promotes positive health and stimulates de-
girable relationship among family members. The film might be used as a
reference for discuseion of what it means to a child to lose his parents
end of the kind of affection and family relationship which orphans fre-
quently experience. So Goes My Love definitely could help the home-
making teacher to challenge her students to clarify the meszning of the
phrese "happy home life®™ and might serve to stimulate youth to went to
creste such homes. The ecticn of the leading character also is dem-
ocratic and so glamourized as to tend to challenge students to want
to practice democratic home living,.

It would seem that at present the educators might enlist the aid of
the managers of the commercial motion picture thestres in many towns.
Few schools can afford the necessary expensive equipment or provide a
suitable plasce for the showing of films., Not only could the theatre
manager make hig facilities asvailable at certein hours for the showing
of educational filme but he might advise the educator in zdvance as to
what filme are billed for what detes, and alsc make it possible for the
teachers to preview certain films before reccmmending any of them.
Could & local comnmittee eveluate all films in terms of educationsl
objectives their true velue as a sccial institution might become apparent.
It might also be possible to make curriculum plans which would correlate
the work in the classroom with the promising films.

From this study it becomes evident that none of the films por-
trays a high score on every chart. So the homemaking teacher who decides
to capitelize upon commercial films must sccept responsibility to evaluate

and select £ilms for their high educative value and their emphasis upon
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the particular factor being stressed in the classroom. For instance,
the film From This Day Forward scores high with respect to democratie
personality but other films have a higher score on family relationships,

It seams that homemaking teachers in a similier fashion might study
the edusative value of other factors besides the seven emphasized in this
study, For example, no effort has been made here to appreise the films
in tems of beauty, color, principiu of art, historic values, costumes,
safety rules, interior decoration, ect., However, the home economist
could use films advantagiously to help the student become aware of the

importanece of such factors in homemaking.

The homemaking teacher might use the charts in this study to help
appraise the educative value of other motion pietures: or new and better
techniques for appraising the edusative value of films might be
developed. Prosedures are relatively unimportant. It is important
that the teacher develop an objective, discriminative attitude toward
the commercial picture, so that it may be eaplitalized upon for educat-
ional purposes.

The findings from this study imply & need for the clearer portrayal
of democratie personality traits in order to let the leading eharaetor-
in the cammercial film exert a more positive influence upom those who
view it. In this study two-fifths of the films were classed as poor
in this respeat.

There is indication of need for the portraying of lower levels of
standards-of-living if the motion picture is to be effective as a tssching
device for hamemaking. Most of the homes portrayed in the films studied
here are operated on the high levels of income, yet in this country 90¢
of the people earn approximately half of the national income and most

of the homes in our country are maintained on lower levels. In another



sense, the standards of living portrayed in the films may serve to
disseminate wvaluable knowledge concerning goods and services available,
Thus even the portrayal of living on high income levels might add to the
appreciation and soclal sensitivity of the individuel if he were taught

to view motion pictures objectively., The attitude of the individual

will determine whether to gaze upon the evidence of wealth will add to

his knowledge or create envy and rebelliom,
Need is indicated for the portrayal of more of the controversial

issues in present day soclety if the commercial film is to become a
positive;social force and offer effective aid to those concernmed about
education for homemaking, If the motion piocture is to help students
understand clearly the origin of cultural conflict which reacts upon
daily living the films must deal objectively end realistically with
controversial issues, Otherwise they merely add to the confusion which
our confused sulture of necessity imposes upon us all, In this study,
the need is indicated for the portrayal of more democratic femily re-

lationship since many of this sampling of films do not reflect happy

home life.
In general this study implies a need for the homemaking teacher
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to preview commercial films and select those she can recommend before she

influences her stwudents to see or not to see them., Furthermore she needs

to prepare the students to see the factors in the film which she wishes to

emphasize in her teaching. Moreover by pointing out to the student the
factors which seem to offer desirable influence and encouraging him to
look for these while viewing cammercial films he may lose sight of thoss
less desirable emphases--so prevalent in today's erop of films,

This study further suggests that the producers and the educators
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might well confer on the trends of thought which need to be encouraged
in the public mind if we are to have a safe,sene world. In this group
of films such factors as murder, gambling, drinking, family difficulties,
echemes of ocutlaws, evasion of the law, fantastic situations, suicide,
frustration, illegitimacy, and love vs wealth are emphasized., It is
hard to judge the affect of these films upon the thinking of those who
viewed them. Some research into the trends of thinking which the motion
picture nurtures in the minds of the students of Oklshoma A, and M.
College might be in order, since they represent a cross section of the
youth of the country and the motion picture holds a prominent place in

the recreational life of all youth.
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