L5

3
-

’-::--I.r 2Ny
i ."l_"{.,. -

S—p
L —




GEORGE SAND
LE ROMAN CHAMPETRE

By
FREELAND ANDRE TOWNSLEY
Bachelor of Arts
Hendrix College

Conway, Arkansas
1947

Submitted to the Department of Foreign Languages
Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College
In Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements
for the Degree of
MASTER OF ARTS
1948



APPROVED BY:

OKLANONA 111
AGRICULTURAL & MECHANICAL COLIROR
LIBRARY

JUN 3 149

G et

232622




TABLE OF CONTENTS

IRTRODUCTION
PLOTS
La Mare au Diable

Erangois le Champl
La Petite Fadette
Les Maltres Sonneurs

STYLE

SETTING

CHARACTERS

BIBLIOGRAPHY

iv

12

20

29
35



INTRODUCTION

Amandine Aurore Lucie Dupin, known to literature as
George Sand, was the descendant of kings and daughters of the
people. The most distant ancestor to whom we need trace her,
is Frederick Augustus II, elector of Saxony, who was her
great-grand-father and is described by his greate-grand-
daughter as "the most amazing débauché of his epoch".l mHis
mistress, or one of his mistresses, was the successful and
celebrated courtisane, Aurore Von Konigamark. She bore him a
child, Maurice de Saxe, the Marshall who won the battle of
Fontenay. It was not to be expected that MHaurice de Saxe
would refrain from amours of the kind to which he owed his
agreecable existence,..and he did not. Among the courtisanes
were two sisters, Mlles, Marie and Genevieve Rinteau, Marie
Rinteau found favor in the eyes of Maurice de Saxe and bore
him a daughter, Aurore.

Aurore de Saxe was educated at the famous Saint Cyr
school founded by Madame de Maintenon, and married at the age
of fifteen to the Count de Horn, an illegitimate son of
Louis XV, Three weeks after his marrisge he waes killed in a
duel, and ths child bride was left a widow. At the age of
thirty she was married a second time, to a Monsieur Dupin de
Francueil. Not until after his death did she discover that

1 Francis Gribble, George Sand and her Lovers, Pe 18



he had squandered the greater part of his fortune, and that
she and her son were practically penniless. With her meager
savings she paid his debts, and bought the Hohant Estate in
the Berry Province of Central France, now the Indre depart-
ment, which was to affect the life of George so greatly. ©She
settled down there in 1795 to devote her life to the education
of her son Maurice.

Maurice Dupin became a soldier, and finslly worked his
way up to aide-de-camp to Murat. Like his ancestors Maurice
was as much a playboy as he was a soldier, His adventures led
him to elope with a camp follower, one Sophie Delaborde, of
whose past the less sald the better. Although his mother
knew of her son's infatuation, she forbade the marriage.

Over the mother's protest they were married. Out of this
union a daughter was born...born in somewhat dubious circume
stances during a party given in honor of the coming marriage
of Sophie's sister to a French officer. As his sister-inelaw
said "She has been born in the midst of roses and music, she
will be happy." "She shall be called Aurore after my mother
who will give her blessing someday"® exclaimed the fathers.e
but the world was to know her not as Aurore Dupin, but as
George Sand..

When Aurore was four, her father was accidentally killed
by a fall from a horse, a misfortune the result of which was
to be of tremendous consequence for the little girles The

2 Il_lad...p. 22



mother on whom her happiness depended was separated from her
at an early sge. Instead of possessing two parents she had
sustained the loss of both, Grief for her mother wounded her
spirit, and the wound was never completely healed. The grande
mother into whose charge she was given wes too 0ld and remote
to meet the needs of the heart-hungry child, Loneliness drove
her to oreate an imaginary object of worship, This sublimae
tion of her need of love she named Corambie, and for many years
this glorified being was her constant companion. When she
first began to write it was Corembie who composed her stories;
she merely heard and recorded the words he spoke. During ado-
lescence Aurore was educated in & convent, where she lived
through an excessive religious experience which absorbed and
exhausted her emotional energles., Her marriage was a tragedye.
The eighteen year old mystic with the nature of a poet became
the wife of Casimir Dudevant, a commone-place soldier who prided
himself on his possession of an obedient and submissive wife.
Two years after the birth of her son she fell in love with a
young lawyer, Aurelie de Séze. This infatuation was dutifully
suppressed, while, like her love for her mother, it was nour-
ished by separation and frequent letters. After six years of
unsstisfying affection sent by mail, Séze grew weary of poste
office devotion, and showed his disenchantment by discontinuing
his letter=z, Up to this period therefore, every love affair of
Aurore’s life had been blocked.

When she was twenty seven years o0ld, she realized that she
had spent nine years of marriage in devastating devotion to
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duty. Casimir it must be pointed out, was notoriously unfaithe
ful, His neglect, his drunkenness, together with the knowledge
that he hated her, gave the unhappy woman courage to free her-
self from an intolerable situation. There was no divorece in
France in those days, so the alienated wife went to Paris with
the ambition to support herself by writing. In collaboration
with Jules Sandeau, a young writer who was later to make a
name for himself, she wrote a novel entitled "Rose et B he,"
and some newspaper articles which she signed Jules Sand. Her
friendship with Sandeau finally developed into another of her
tragic love affairs which were to be so numerous during her
life., It is difficult to understand the attraction this

woman held over all the men who had her as their mistress.

She was neither beautiful, nor even attraoctive; in fact she

has been deseribed as homely and mannish in features. Her
actions held her open to gossip. ©She was very eccentric and

it was not unusual to see her walking around dressed as a man.

After the Jules Sandeau incident, she then went on alone,
and published her first novel, Indiasna, under the pseudonym of
George Sand, & name suggested to her by Heanry Delatouche, a
clever popular writer of the day. The book made a sensation,
and the Barroness Dudevant was henceforth wholly merged in the
brilliant authoress George Sand,

Although it is to Jules Sandeau that goes the honor of
finding and primarily developing the creative genius of George
Sand, as it was he who first encouraged her to come to Paris
and have her stories printed by the newspaper on which he



worked, he was not the most important man in her life. That
honor would have to go to Alfred de Musset who was George's
constant companion for a period of seven years, Over this
period punctuated by frequent lovers' quarrels George and Mus-
set travelled all over Europe living as common-law man and
wife. When he bscame violently sick of tuberculosis George
with her own money accompanied him to Naples, and there stayed
with him until he was mueh better. George was not given to
falthfulness, and her infatuation for Musset waned, until one
day she ran off with an Italian doctor named Pagello, who was
treating Musset. The two new lovers went to Paris leaving
Husset in Italy. George soon tired of her new conquest and
through a twinge of conscience returned to Haples. She was
very shocked on her return to Musset, to find him living hap-
pily with a new mistress, and not wanting anything to do with
the woman who had so ruthlessly deserted him, This hurt
George, and over the years which followed she lived unhappily
and alone, retiring to Nohant where she worked on "Histoire
de ma vie". George never could forget Musset, and although
she had numerous other love affairs, none ever had the influ-
ence on her that he had. She had another affair with the
young Polish composer, Chopin. ©She and Chopin were the life
of the Polish Court, but George was old enough to be the com=-
poser's mother, and the artist never could return the maternal
love that George exerted over him. Their alliance lasted four
years, However, as in the Musset affair George wandered, and

Chopin was not immune to do likewise. The two were in constant



disagreement and it was not a surprise when they parted for-
ever, Chopin returning to Poland, and George again returning to
Nohant.,

A most prolific writer, she speedily attained world-wide
celebrity. A complete list of her books would have no place
here; the only ones we are interested in are the "romans
champetres": La Mare au Diable (1848), which was the first of
her four such novels; Frangois le Champi (1849), in which for
the first time George tells us of her use of real people for
the characters in her stories; La Petite Fadette (1849), the
touching story of a poor peasant girl; and the last and most
complicated of the series, Les MaTtres Sonneurs (1853). These
stories are what immortalised her forever in French literature.
Everyone of these novels was written in the space of a short
time, and all were originally published in newspaper columns,.

George Sand's indomitable spirit would not allow her to
remain inactive in the field of politiecs, In 1848, therefore,
she joined her pen to the side of the "Communards", but with
the failure of the Revolution her ardor waned, and she retired
to Nohant, from where she never again dabbled in politics.

She also wrote for the stage, adapting several of her novels.
Her later years were spent at Nohant, where she died on June

8, 1876.



THE PLOTS

In all the "romans champ@tres" the main characters are
the peasants, with the greatsr part of each story taking place
in the immediate vicinity of the farm house and its surrounding
lands, The four stories take place around Nohant, and their
main ocharacters are modeled upon live people whom the author
found around her. The stories and their plots are basically
the same. They are concerned with the life of the peasants,
their loves, their superstitions and their customs. With
these things in mind George was able to weave stories from
everyday happenings at Nohant. In all the novels, the hero
and heroine get married and live happily ever after. All are
forced to overcome some obstacles, such as age and position of
wealth, The question of dowry is foremost in mind; difference
in age was unimportant. In La Mare Au Diable Germain was
twenty-eight years old, while Marie was sixteen; in Frangaia
le Champl Madeleine Blanchet was old enough to be Francois's
mother, but she still married him, after having reared him as
a mother would her own child., All the persons in every story
are going from one village to the next through woods and across
rivers, In all the stories we have the man who wants to marry
the girl in question presenting himself to her guardian or to
her elders to ask permission to speak to her. All the stories
run approximately the same course. All are idyllic romances,
the work of a woman with a brilliant vivid imagination..



La Mare au Disble

Germain, a poor but industrious peasant, is left through
the death of his wife to take care of ﬁhraa children, thﬁ
oldest being Petit Plerre, who is not yet seven. GCermain,
the ploughman, lives with his father and mother-in-law, who
are rearing his children. One day Pere Maurice called him
aside and told him that it was time for him to abandon his
mourning and marry againe. Pere Maurice tells him further
that he has in mind s wife for him, a certain widow living
in the neighboring village just a few miles from the farm.
He persuades Germain to say that he will go to that village
and call on the widow to ask her hand in marrisge. Cermain,
although sad at heart, makes his plans to leave the next
morning, so as to obey Pere Maurice's wishes.

At the same moment that this scene is taking place be-
tween Germain and his father-in-law, at another farm house
plans are being made which are to influence the hero's life.
La Petite Marie, a young farm girl, has become of age to
leave home and make her way in the world., As is the custom
of the countryside arrangements have already been made be-
tween the gzirl's grand-mother and a neighbor to employ the
girl as a shepherdess. For her services she is to receive
sufficient wages to allow her to send most of it home for
her grand-mother®s support. She is to go to a fara named
"Les Ormeaux", There had always been an umwritten under-
standing between Pere Maurice and Mere Guillette, Petite



Marie's grande-mother, that when the girl became of age she
would be sent to the Maurice farm to work instead of going
elsewhere. However, unseen circumstances have arisen that
have forced Marie to leave before the St, Jean, the date on
which she was supposed to begin her labors at the Maurice
farm. La Guillette, Marie's grand-mother, comes to the Mau-
rice farm to offer her excuses for Marie's not coming to work.
In the course of the conversation between the two women La
Guillette tells Pére Maurice that Marie is to leave on the
morrow for La Ferme des Ormeaux.

lidre Maurice tells her that Germain, her son-in-law, is
also leaving on the morrow for Fourche, the neighboring vil-
lage, to visit the widow Gné;in, who has completed her mourn-
ing, and is looking for a husband. As the Ormeaux farm is on
the way to Fourche, it is decided that Germain and Petite
Marie can go together, and thus be company for each other.
It will make the trip more pleasant and make time pass much
faster, The next morning when Germain and Petite Marie are
about to start, Petit Plerre, the ploughman's son decides he
wants to go along. After much pleading, orying and begging,
Cermain agrees to let him come with them., It is decided that
Petit Pierre will stay over night with Petite Marie, while his
father c¢ontinues oa to the village where he has his business.
He will pass by Les Ormeaux, and pick up Petit Pierre on the
way baock.

The trip starts out uneventfully. The three people and
La Grize, their trusty horse ,plod along until late in the
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afternoon, when what has been a e¢lear blue sky turns into a
grey somber mass. Darkness suddenly seems to engulf them, and
before they realise it they find themselves hopelessly lost in
the midst of the woods., It begins to rain, and the three seek
shelter under some trees which have not yet been penetrated by
the downpour. The horse runs away, and their only means of
transportation gone, the travelers sit and wait for the storm
to subside, However the downpour continues and soon they are
enveloped by a thick fog and are completely lost. All hope

of finding their way gone, the three decide to spend the night.
Petite Marie occupies herself with the welfare of Petit Pierre,
and hovers over him constantly. Germain builds a fire and
busies himself finding dry wood which he stocks aside for the
night, Petit Plerre soon goes to sleep in Marie's arms. Ger-
main and Marie carry on a long, seemingly insignificant, con-
versation which is to have an important bearing on the story
later on. All through the night Germain cannot help but
notice how this young girl treats his little boy. Therefore,
it is not surprising to find Germain thinking of Petie Marie
in terms of a wife. When Petit Pierre wakes up in the mid-
dle of the night, it is Petite Marie who puts him back to
sleep.

Germain spends the greater part of the night pondering
the strange idea which has come %o him. Finally he takes his
courage in hand, and when lMarie awakens he tells her of his
love., Marie does not show any sign of love for him and he 1is
bitterly disappointed. Daylight arrives, and the three start



out on the continuation of their Journey. Petit Plerre and
Petite Marie go to tﬁa Ormeaux farme. Germain continues on to
Fourche where he meets the widow Guerin., Although the idea of
marrying her does not appeal to him at all, he goes to her

home and presents himself to her father, Pére Leonard, a cold
calculating man, whose only interest in his dsughter's wel-
fare is the amount of money her successful marriage will bringe.
Germain finds the widow Gudrin vain, coquetish, and almost vile
in her ways and actions, He is forced to sit at dinner with the
rest of her sultors, and is forced to accept thelir jibing and
Joking regarding who will win the widow's hand.

Germain leaves disgusted with the whole proceedings. He
makes his way back towards his village, pasaing by the Ormeaux
farm where he is %o pick up Petit Flerre. DBefore he arrives
there he runs into Petite Marie and Petit Plerre who are re-
turning home because the farmer of the Ormeaux has insulted
Marie. The farmer is chasing her, and has caught up with her
when Germasin arrives miraculously on the scene. Germain
drives the farmer away after having him apologise to Marie.

The return trip otherwise is uneventful. Germain returns to
his work but continues to think of Petite MHarie. Petit Plerre
keeps asking to see Marie, something which does not help Ger-
mein's frame of mind. Germain continues his moping until his
mother-in-law, Mere Maurice, asks him what is wrong., He then
confesses his love for Petite Marie, More Maurice is surprised,
but she promises to speak to her husband about what Germain has
said. He in turn is to speak to Marie's grandmother regarding



Germain®'s wish. The old man speaks, as he has promised to
Marie's grand-mother and gets the grand-mother's consent to the
marriage, if Marie is willing. Cermain speaks to Marie and she
accepts him, although she has done everything in her power to
dissuade him because of the difference in their ages, However
she admits her love for him, and they are married in the neer

future,

rrggo;,l le Champi

Francois le Champi is the name given to a little peasant
boy who tends a flock of sheep in the neighborhood of Nohant,
Whence he comes no one knows. The word "champl" denotes an
orphan of the storm, probably abandoned by his parents, or an
illegitimate child left in the care of some farmer in the
neighborhood, The champi himself knows neither his name hnr
his age, nor where his home is. He trusts no one except la
Zabelle, an old farm woman who has taken it upon herself to
rear him, His job is to tend a flock of sheep. He is as wild
and innocent as the animals and the birds, who are his constant
companions., The novel begins with George Sand's telling the
story of Francois le Champi to a group of peasants who had
gathered to hear Madame Sand, a8 she was known at Nohant, weave
a tale.

Madeleine Blanchet is the young, unhappy wife of Cadet
Blanchet, the miller of Cormouer. While walking through the
fields one day, she accidentally runs into a little boy who is
seemingly as shy as the sheep he is tending. Madeleine enters
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into a coaversation with him, He knows absolutely nothing of
his past. His name 1s Frangois; he lives with la Zabelle at

a farm house near the loulin de Cormouer. Hadeleine Blanchet,
the miller®s wife befriends this little orphan, takes pity on
him, and finally gains his confidence. Che then persuades him
to take her to see la Zabelle. There at the "champi®s" humble
dwelling the two women make an agreement, by which la Zabelle
is to make clothes for Frangols from material supplied to her
by the miller's wife, and Frangois is to be sent every
morning and evening to the HMoulin de Cormouer where Madeleine
is to give him food, However, Madeleine runs into difficulties
when her husband, Cadet Blanchet, a domineering, willful man,
has no use for this new-~found ward. There was already dis-
content in the marriage, The husband with the help of alcohol
and encouraged by his mother has lost all love for HMadeleine.
She has promised herself to be 2z good wife, taking this harsh
treatment from her husband, and overlooking his drunken rages
and fits of anger.

Through all these trying times Madeleine was caring for
Francois secretly and made of him a playmate for her little
boy, Jeannie. She taught Frangols how to read, write, and
add, and made of him a dependable, useful, aggressive worker,
One day Blanchet in a fit of anger forbade his wife ever to
allow Frangols and la Zabelle to set foot in the mill agalin.
La Zabelle, behind "~deleine’s back, makes a bargain with
Blanchet's mother, by which she is to send Frangoia away fore
ever, and in return receive a substantial sum, which will
allow her to live comfortably for the rest of her days.
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Howevar, bobh Praseois and Ladolelne find out about it. Fran-
eols, for the good of zll concerned, deeides to leave. Blan-
chet's mother dies of o siroke, aand in the exeitement vhich

follouse Er@vq pis is all

After the death of > 611l fall
slowly apart. e embarks oo a Iife of drinking and guoubling,

and takes up with the logal "femme fatnle®,

drinks his way out of his wife's love.

Wl N ; o . € . E P [T
"la Hevere®, 28 she is osxlled, Tinslly nokes
wifs violently. 1o Zsbells dise the following wintsr, and

Francols is lefs to Tend for himself. Traapois in zrowlag 0ld-

A

er finds that he feels 111 ot sase 1n tho presance of odelelne,

and finds thuat he bas develoned s shrange fesling tovwapds her

He scos what is happening to adsleine's narricge, and he do=

. . s . o _ Y . )
cides to 4o something cbout it. e goes to see la Severe, Lhe

wonen who is boking adeleine’s husboapnd away from her, but is

'3

/
not successful in obhtaining la “devers's word that she L@ll
leave Blaunchet alone. Ia fact she triss to aﬁd'gfangais £0

her string of sultovrs, but is severely defested in the attenpt.

Blanohet comes home more inebriated than usual,

has a violent argument with his wife, and accuses her of being
in love with what be callcd "sebbe merchandise GThopisal™,

Ho threutens {0 kll) Frungols If she persists io having hinm
arounG. ladeleine nekes Traseois lenve the neishborhood, and,

@

as he is & willing and depsndable worker, he has no trouble in

&

ipg employment on a farm some Gistance gsway. adeleine is

ff:w

f£inl

5’\‘.&

hus left alone snd broken-heartsd with her son, who has bsen

" P N N . L
reared slmost as o brother o the "champi.vw
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Frangols has been gone threc yearo and is working at the

Houlin D¥ilgwrande in $heo Creuss dapartnoat. Mo has sequired

a wonderful romutstion nn a worker snd his emnls

. & e 3% . - a § b g ) - TR o
Vertaud , one day oske hin shy

W

him his story, and Lellc him thet thore fu omly ome v

can gver love., Vertoud hed thought of msryying his d4:
to Frangols, but he sces 1t 1o no dses
Frasgols inberite 4000 franss from hls mother, whom he
dose not Inows He lesves this soney with the loeal parish
priest, and tells the priest to kesp it until he cells for it.
One doy dering ﬁ?a eourze of & copverssotiosn with ono of the
passants of the melishborhosd Frascois finds out thot Yedelelne
Blanehet is in 4ive need 57 help. He asks peraiselon from his
eﬁglaygx to lesve and he roturns Lo Cormousys Thers he find
thot Blanchst has disd legviag hie widow with nothing but
debts and credliiors. At the =il he finde lladeleine very siek
from over-work and worrv. Ho one knows nin. Hodelelns i nally
auwapkens Lrom & come thot she hae beon in for the lost twelve
houre and recognises bln, and the two of thew have o lons talke.
Francols puts the 2ill baek into operation, with Lhe obe

Jeot of paying off &ll the lsv-sults and debts incurred by

Cadet Blanchet. He agaln poes to gee 1o -UVQEC, aad pokes an
arrengssent with her, by which she drops hor prebontion to the
mroperty of O vat Blanchebs ”ﬁraa;z Frongole's efforta the old

mill is asoon producing agoine
W¥hile woriing at the pill F“anyuia pmests @ youny girl

named Hariette. He bellevee hipseld iw love with bsr, but she
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* § * ) 1 m’\ - A - " .i
falls into the evil hands of la Sovere and turns out worthless.
Franeois returns o0 the 211l of Cormousr and desides to siay
there and kesp it going. To pay off the final ﬁeﬁ%ﬁ,'?rangmis

sends for the monsy that he hos left with the priest at thé

=

place where he used to work. After the trangaction is oofi-

- plated, he %&3%3 his eourapge in hand, end %elis ﬁaﬁh@riﬁé, the
faithful old nmaid at the mill, of his love for %a&eleiné;,_ﬁath«
erine tells him to speak to ﬁaaelaiﬁa,‘wha admits har‘lgva-fdr

him, ané they are married.

la Petite Fadette

At the farm of Pére Barbesu twin sons, Landry and Sylve-
net, are Lorn. Following the superstitious advige of the mid-
wife, and also the custons of the counltrysids, the paresnts ﬁé«
elde to separate them frow each ather as nuch 8 pas&iblag
However, the children become so atlached to each other, %hét

they cannotl siand the thought of being separeted, znd the father

P-4

and mother gre foresd to give up the ides of keeping theﬁ,&§a$ﬁq
Thus, they grow up together very slosely and are constant cou~
panions until the day comes when tha two boys have to be sepa-
rabed and sent %o work on meiphboring farams. Landry, who is
the older of the two by a fev minutes, and who is also the
strongsy, decides Lo go.

. Landry rapidly accustoms himself to his surroundings, but
Sylvenet ceannot shtand the ides of being sway from his brother,
pouts, and carries on continuously %o = point which threatens

to ruin his health, already not very good. He becomes jeslous
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and eavious of his brother, and nakes himeelf bellcve that he
is not wanted at the faras say zors. Having nade hiﬁ&%lfgﬁ%ﬂ
lieve he is worthless, one Sunday he disappesrs from home, and
goes towards the river. His sothsr fesrs the worsi, belisve
ing him sepable of drowning himself. Landry who haa resursed
home t0 inquire into the state of siad of his brother, runs to
the river bank, and vainly searches for hin. 48 a laest resort
ho goes to the hone Qf.ﬁ%r@ Fadet, who is considered hy the io-
habitanis of the ﬂﬁﬂﬁtﬁ?ﬂi@@vﬁa possessing a gualisy of witeh=
eraft. The éaughteg of Mdre Fadet, la Petite Fadette, nakes
Tun of Landry for believiay that his brother is drowned and
$hat her grand-ipother is a witoh, Fadette offers io shov Lane
dry where his brother is, if hs will proalse her that soneday
he will 40 whailever she asks of him. Landry agrses. UWithout
further words Fadetts lsads hinm to a clunp of zZrass whaere
Sylvenset is fast aslesp beside the river bank. ZLandry and
ﬁylvanét have a long conversation where all their problems ave
worked out. Both brothers then returs home safely. Sylvenet
is:é'éiffeEEﬁt’y@raoﬁ sltogethor., He losges the jJealousy which
he had for his brother.

Landry anf Fadstte do sverything in their power not to
ses each other, but fate steps in, and they are forced togeth-
a?g-vﬁne'night whan Lepdry 1s ¢oming back from wurk‘an'the
farm where he is employed, he seeks a short cut by ﬁrsssing the
river, but he losges his footing and falls in. His eries are
heard by Padeste, who helps him out of his predicament. 5She

then shows him a way to cross gafely. She also reminds him of
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bers, and tells ber he will do whstever she asie of hin. Fae

. R4 .
the norrov the "bouree™ seven tines

with her, and not %o dwaov wlith asay obhsr giri. Lawdyry, al-
though hurt by thi enand, asress. e haa wanted Lo dunce

gmployer.

with Uadelon, the very attraciive
However, much o his chagrin he dances wlith Fadetis all the
dances she asks of hizm. The is nod all well éresscq and he
sees people talking behind his bacl, wondering what is goling on
betwesn the two.

On the way home Fadetlte ig iasulted by some farmers and
Landry comes to her assistance. way only

of the

road, orying. He sits dovn by her
orying. She tells his thal peonle zale fun of
always iasulting her. Landry tells ler why they 40 that; that
she iz @ tos boy, and does not ect as ¢ nlee egirl should; that
she throwe rooks, cilimbe tress snd bos besn nicknamed "malot.”
Landry realiscs his love {or Fsedebtic. He triecs o teil her of
his feelingo, but she belleves hinm o be just trying o make

fun of her, Fadette tries to recoselliists Londry and Hadelos
t

to her what has mened, bub indelon will nol

by explaining
listen to5 bher, and continues o inoult her.
Landry finslly tellc Fadeite he loves her, but she otill
refuses o bolieve him] however, they becoume the best of friends
and are inseparable, At ope of thelr aseny meetings they are

overheard by Oylvenst. e is Jealous of
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who publiely reproaches Landry. Laddry denigs the things that
have besn 3ald, and defends both his and Fadette's honor
Sylvenet knowling that Lendry i teliing the truth, comes to his

Bely and Tinsll;

Fadette sees thing she cap 40 to helpr Laae
dry is to leave the country-side. Zhe leaves FOT buo TEArS,
hut first admits o Landry her 1loves for hin. Lapdry then
trensfers his stteation to Fadebtte's brother, aind in this way

1n mntagonises s jeslous twin. Through Sylvenets ol

forts, Landry is sent far gway from Fadette's house to work.

FPadetto comes bacih two yezrs later to nurse her grandé-~mother,

e

3,

who is dylag. Landry cannot keep away and comes Lo 8es Rer.

ride B0 asl

o
7]
[@]

The two youny people are very mueh in love, and

@ I

Landry's grand-father for permission o be married. Fadette
goes to ses Pere Barbesu and shows hin the monsy that her

. - » . S3 e EN “‘.‘1\ T o T ey o % - Y
gronG-pother has 187t her gt her deatii. Yere arbosay incuires

¢haracter, but

all over the country-side
caanet anywhere find Tault with i%. s gives his conssut,.
However,; the ever~jealous Oylvenst threatens to rulp Landry'e
hanpiness by beeoming violently ill st the ldes of s msrrlag

which will talke his brother avay frog him. Fadetis cupss him
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wohes hin for his Jeolousy.

P T, 2 PP - & R S
wrongs Hoe finally gives his blesssins

o fer W g SR - cy 3 g Toomgdn L g s & - e Jat e -
young peonle are narrisd s oub L% vienah decides whe good

of Dlacn,

a8

3 5 x Pl eas H 3 o ek S R e cen e T
"Leo Muitz 6 oopheurs” is the nans given 0 ths player of

the "corapsmuse', the
: kg iy G 2 . 5 3 :~.\ i oo @

woods around Hobsut. Whls story is told by Pere Srulet; it is

his story, & story wiich fakes place Guring his sarly zanhood.

Pere brulel is g poor Larmer who lives with two ehildron,

1 Hohant.

barred by

el

waeok g2 she won't £211 off. The ztran

o

:rand Sucheuwx, both because he lives in the

woods and o Bis livins by the wood he ehops, and becpuse he

wper of then all.s Tlenet has never seen g
ehdild 2o beoutiful e bhe one he earries in his arme for &

-y

v " (¥ e . " »\ . hear'} P i3 3. LI . P
ozt digtentos. The woodsman thanks FPere Frulet for his helyp

way, tells hism that he wWill returh

for his hosplialitys
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blonde girl enterteiniac

reaponines € r and the 1itdle gicl he

eurried 00 many po bafore. The Geand Bucheuyr recosnises

% Eoen & Lo o gea ” P 4 S T b=
Lo Joln kin and his purty. He

then right away and invitas

then introfuees his son, Hurisl, and his dasghter, Thox *BnGe,

*

sirl thot captured Tienst's Lusginat

pefore. The o groups of poople

Ther are Jolned by Joset, o strane

Y

lette, sonething which mekes Tienet both ansry and jeslo

Jonet 1o imfotusted by the "eornenuse” of the Grand Duchsux

and his son, and decldss to Jesarn to pley its To, wiih such

o
P
£

gonfidence he goes back iutc the woods wiih Therence, hwriel
ani Crend Bucheux. He stnys there for yesrs and finally lesras

of the best of the

how to pley it wntil he is

Tsonnours” of the pountry-side. more and nore

gonpiicsted as the atory dx srente ¢ontinue

to sec each other, us Yore conplicom

P
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Eros sonnears”,

gecide that luriel and Brolsitte sho
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nore, and send & oan beoed Irancols Cornalt, ote of thely nune

ber, to bresk up this ronance. Gsrast insults Bruleite and he
as & fieht with both Haxiel and then Tiopel. When thle hape

pens ths "ouleticrs" declave war on the Grend Ducheus, Tere

Brulet, ond Tienet. Ournat hes told th that these twg men

Jumped on hln ané Jow

2% him unfairly. Hurisl, Tienet ond
Grand Bucasux sre esuzhit by the "smuletiers,” but through the
intervention of Josst, wWho was ¢ assuber of the "muleotlors,”
while learning to play the cornesuse, they escapes., dJosst poes
to live In the woods with the Grand Bugheux who teanches him
how to become proficient with the "enrncouse." Bsch at the
farn of Pﬁr@lﬁralﬁﬁ, boanbiful Brulette uué@anlj ceasen golng

$0 sll the dences and Just contents herself teXins caerc of a

gnall ¢hilds. A ceandsl expnlades @b Bte Chartier; poople bow

fe

zin to soy thet the ssall child 18 really hewrs, and thet the
father is Huriel of the woods. Joset and furiel both o o
Tienet and ask an expleanstlon of him, but he, like thesn, kEnows
nothing of the ~atter. Huriel, violeantly in love with Brulette,
is determined to marry her no matter what the eireunstancces may
bes This only sdds o the susplcion whielh gurrsunds Lthe couples
Cireunstanees koep ampespring whiech add o the zcondsly and soon

P

Tienet {inds himeel? suspecting the character of Brulette,
There is 10 bs 5 big contest Lo gecide vhs iz to becono a
norber of "les laltres Ponmeurs™, aad who 1o tho beat player of
then alle The contest is 0 be held at the Aubérge du Hoeuf
Couronne. There the coatestants all nest, and battle lines are

drawi, when Hurlel scees the Carnnt brothers and the reat of the
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 that he and
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hag been insulted, it is dseidsd
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- Grond Bushe

the tevers owaer, he is r
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plae o double vedding,

will merry him, and PZuricl and
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dosel, The secastrice Iriesad of Tienct z2nd Groand Buchew:, dis-
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that Joset is dand. He vas

a

found ons worning dead by the side of the road. He had besn

ooy

Y

drinking and had sat down to zley his "corpneausa.t

U

1ile under

the influence o aleohol he had gone 0 slsepy and had Trozen to
4
both Therenpe and Brulette are brokenbsarted,

death. dlta0$@;

chenz tells therm that it is four the besst, for the

the G

music would have eventuslly broksn Joset's heart.
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Gaorge Sand's stories have alway

ot only are they cimple in pint, and

'z

tisn, bud the cholee of words is pueh

sho hag pub doun on peper without having recourse % the dio-

tionary at every Lura. Selnte Jeuve 20id “La Uare su Disble™
est tout s,m@laﬁﬁﬁt un peiit chef d'osuvre. Lo style est sizsple
&t olalir et ne lsisse presgue ylen a 1%imagin %tiaﬁ.“3

Le Vincent sold of her:

"4 force de copverger avec lse gens simpics de la caie

pigne elle & deviné dans 068 aatura ustigues, 4os

gotts, des 1ﬂ§b exprinses dYune moanisre rudimentsire,

auwsi' a=-tYelle @ntrepri” de aous cospuniquer leurs
pensces. ™

This expleing to ug many of the sxpressions that we flnd in

s lax in

he Yramans eh*unetrug.“ Ehe hos hooen sosused of
her anse of the TFrench langusge, especially for the over-use of

eertain expressions and vorbse:
A 4
"Le style de George ha&u ne gaursilt etre donne poux
ﬁ&&lﬁ, car sa facilitd vz parfols Jusqu'a la ndgli-
£BNCe.«s U8 2obera par ex 6 gue dons le,f presicr
paragragtg dg La Petite “aﬁat%@, le verbhe Gl rc 56
trouve ngth Bix fois en gaelgues llgnes,®

¥
Of her wribisg ability there is no dogbt. I8 wao unavoide

able thet she would weite in the sinple lasnguage she hesyrd all

36, Sand, Lo More au Dlable, Be 3a
b 1, vincent, ¢
5 ¢. Sand, Lo Potitc Fadotie, Pe be

eozce Sard et le Barry, p. 137.




about her and uweed in belling her stories $0 the peasunis.
Shs 4id not hﬁ?ﬁ to fabricate o style; she vrote as she Telt.
Mapy of her phrases aye short and jJerhy, but they are self
axplanatory. OFf this Halvae hos aei6:

"ille est 1 Sh ne o a pas

"Z1lle est un sorivain spontanc qui n%a pas cu

henoin do oo fabricuer un rvshme artificiel comme 4

Flaubert oum un vocabulaire yrﬁﬂieﬂ camme Conecourt.”

She was able t“ uuc thw langse in suelh o Tashion zs Lo

hold the reater in the palo of her hand ﬁQﬂ.t@ﬁtiV

"Hlle parle toul nsturellesent le lanpuape qul

lu; ?Lﬁﬁﬁ AU 1ﬁvr9w, SALS AusuUne r&ﬁﬂnrche “&tun

effet & produire, ul&rt& ot simplicitd, tels sont
set atibribits officlalo.

Ve know that most of the "ropsns ¢k

petres” were writien
at one sithting and on the apur of the -womonte. She wrote vwhat
she suw,. fhe 4id not ponder for hours on tho Stwaing of
phrasses, or the correet use of adjsctives. The style of the

Pronnns éh;&&atv a" in laeking in finishe They ars not ens

t aye vritten in "ee siyle sowrant cher aux

s a0 written ace ranidly.
In srder to introduce the expressiosns of the country-cide

in her storles, she used sn internedlsarye

Saad a vouln iatrodulre dans Son romsp un
bon nombre 46 tournures et de locutions Servychones.
nlle e done pris la rrmadutlan ie pazser la parcle
& un "ehonvreur," c¢e qui_lui s - persds de rendre proe
visolrenent iteristencs & bes sncoup dtarchalsmes et

3

© ¢, 2and, Frageois is Cherpd, Pe 7.
mwm

7 ¢, #and, Fraseole le Chanpl, De be

4

8 Ge Sand, Lu Zore su Disble, De 5.



de provineisllisoes
ﬂ“‘ *576{;&32713 it .
;-,, narition.te

5 Q * 25 . c‘.*"
She aif this in "Les Ysltres Uonuedrs;™ Pere Tienet tells

us the EﬁﬂE?, iieh in reslity is his owne ALL thronsh it he

continuelly injects hincelf.

"La

E

ré au Diable® and “Jrungols le Champl™ are persog-

ally %old by the author. She telle the story of "Lz Hare ag
Disble” to & group of peasonts who have come 0 her esitate to

henr her spin one of her wohderful isles. In the preface to

of her mesting with Fiv ﬁgaﬁw.

We cannot enphasise oo greatly that George claimed she
wrote purely for the sleasure of writioges Tice and tinme ssain

she bas enphseticzlly told us thel she was writiaz oaly {or her

s
U ploasuies

*Fe ntaveis pas la m%inﬁre—thcar;a litteraire

quand je comnencais 3 cerire. Je n& 6?&&% pas en
i quasd un cavie deo ronan o Yo mls le §1u$ﬁ

L Sels ﬂ'e—ﬁeﬁﬁﬁ Bug guUe nes in.tinct
Yaie % La theorie que Je vais
abebiliress 81 r&aumﬂ ld&hliﬂuﬁzﬂﬂ du sentinent gqui

1ait le sujet oo laiosant @ Lfart do gonteur 1a

soin de placer le sujet dans des conditlons ¢t dans
Ra cadro Le gauli%» asser senslible pour le falre
ropsortin.® ,

I believe thzt in that stotement lies the zist of George
Sand¥s thoeory of wwiting, o theory that she faithfully carried

out in 2ll the "rozans olu mpccras." It should be waid thst

9 ¢. Sand, Lo Petitc Fadetbs, P 7e
10

Hary F. Wiswar, The Life of the Heurth, p. 110.
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before her appesrance the French pessant had po place in Freach
1itera£ure; George Sand géve him an importent role. She saw
op his noble forehead the mark of a great man, for he was in
her eyes the king of the earth even more than the cuner who

had paid cagh for it, snd she ismortalised hin sccordingly.



28

Bourges

alr

Fourche. Here lived
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THE SETTIHG

The "romane ehappeitres® had for thelr setiing the Berxy
Provinee of Centrsl Prance. The place so dear to Ceorge Sand
was only o portics of that Provinee immeliztely surrounding
her souhtsry estate of Hohant, It was bordered on the Horthe
east by Bourges apd on the Southwsst by Chatesuroux. It is
what wo would inow today as the Indre depsriment of Jentral
¥rance. To this replon George Dangd gave the psoe of Yalléé

s

Holrc.. She has told ue she nened 1% s because of the scmber,
sed appesrance it mude upon her when ohe was Iirst cxposed to
it. On the maps of ¥rasmee, of the Herry, and of the Indre
Aspartuest there 1s aboolutely f0 meption 2f any place called

~ 4. e " ¥ . ,
*La Vallee Holre;™ that name ilg the &atﬁar’s ereation.

"Le Berry... tout Le Dberry a'esti pas ﬂudl&ﬂ&&t eher

8 Georgze Sand, Clest le Bas Serry.. Le Yallee de

L'iadrs, Lo 331@01auu ﬂ'esﬁ & Gire les envirvoag de

Bohant quz and eaﬁtiva son intention et attira son

adnlration.”

It is in thiz so0 sallisd Vallee Folre that are to bs found

#ll the places in the rosans chamnpstres. George Sand made up
”'varg few other names; she did not need to; they were there at
the touch of her hand. The greaster part of the towns, villagss,
and Carss sre resl and sbill exist todey. It is in this Vallee
HWolre that are to be found 5t. Chartier, Belair, Cormousr, An=-

gibault. ALl these places can be found on detailed maps.

il 1. Vincent, Le Berry Dass L'*Ceuvrs de Georze Sand,
Pe 37, '
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In all the novels the setting for each is practically the
same. In all there is the typical peasant farm house, thoss
houses so commonr to the iphabitants of the country-side in

Trance, The farm house wse encounter in La Hare Au Diable, Les

' > P o s -~ > F " s
Haitres Sonnsurs, La retite FPadetle, and Frangois Le Chanpd

gould sasily be, and are yrobably the same one or z composite

of several., In La Petite Fadetle, Goorge Sand saye of the house

where the twing were borag

. Y - - ) » 3w =N
"La maison du Pere Barbeau etalt bley b&hie, couverte
en tuile établisc en bop eir sur la cote, avesc un jar~
din de bon rapport et une vigne de six journaux,miZ

0f the dwelling occupied by Germaian "le fin laboursur® of

La Hare au Digble she wrote:

"Le Pdre Mauriee habitait svec sop gendre une ferne

bien propre et bien batia, entouree de vignes qgui se

trouvalt sur le¢ haut d%une c¢olliine dominant le paye-

sagaetis

These deseriptions of the farm houses certainly sre not
very greael in detail but it doss not take much close serutiny
$o see the rosemblanse in them. All these descripliions could
fit any of the ferm housas in whieh much of the action takes
place.

It is pot @ifficult to understand why George used the

L)

farn house as one of her basiec storting points. The farw
houses which sturrounded her estete were as fsmillar to her as

nte

Py

her own house. She ugsed to DS sany Dowrs with her peass

12 g, ﬂaﬁﬁ, ;m Potite Fadette, p. 15.
13 G, Sand, La Mare Au Disble, 1. 26.
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sitting arcund their Tireplates. She was ss puch at homne in

thely husbls dwellings ss she wes in her spacious esiste, If

»

George Sand was to lawortallse the peasants of the Bersy, it

asers gensible thab she start with their hosGS e

The woolds are also vrovalent 1o nsr stories, 4ll hose

e
e’

mentionsd in the povels are woods which san be found xn‘aﬁe
igmedizte couniry-sids surrounding Uohant. The nenes are
veal. She was eorrect in all the detalls regarding tﬁsm; It
is in thooe woods of 8t, Hilair that Germain qma Petite Padotte
wore lost 1n thelr excursion to the ﬂeignbaring vxllﬁg@. It is
in those woods that can be found today "le prand chene™ whers
Huriel and Tienet had their strﬂﬂge interview in tﬂu gathering
darkﬂess. It is hers that oczn be found "la trauea des gendar=
mes" by which Théram@e and Brulstte escaped the wrath of the
"muletiers.” It was sald of the author:

"George conneit toutes les petlites trouees de ligvres,

at personne ne craint qu‘elle se perde dans l‘etenﬁae

ds cette grande forSt qui longe sa propriete. Elle

g5t la maitresse deo Loute gette basae gampagne 81 bien

¢onnus par tous les paysans mais sl etrange aux gehs

de la ville."ld

She kpnew the ¢ountry-side intimately, for shrough it she
took 1933, soplitary, ﬁaily walks ending, as we have alresdy
seen, on the banks of her beloved Indre.

fﬁLa trauéé des gendarmes,” although knowsn in Nohant by
the slder inhabltants, hss never really boen identified as one.

cortain place. "Lo grand chene' of Les HMaftres Sonneurs still

stands ag a living monument 4o (eorge Sand in the middle of

1k L« Vincent, George Sand et le Berry, p. 127.
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the forest of 8t. Chartier. It was thore while first sitting
nnder the shoade 5f thot troee that the story af,igs’%ﬁitf@s

Sonneurs was borns. In the sloriss we also £ind the wver pres-

ent Indre, and also the gver present 2ill. Ve know of the

¥oulin de Cormoucy of Irancsis le Chemnl ond le MNoulln Algue
LS : 3

rande of the sume book. Thelr descriptions are also very muach

alike. Perhaps thoy are the sume sill. OF the [belin de Cor~

..,

mouer she toells no:

"Les abords du moulin &talent blen gﬁié% en revaanehe,
ot si eoulant qu'il ne fsllalt pas Stre a&laﬁrsit
pour eourir sur les plerres et le talus de ls rivzer@.
I1,vit la vieills rous du moulin, toute noire @ force
a'age et de moulllsge, aves dep grandes pointes de
claces gui ?ﬂ%g&iﬁﬁt anx zlochons menues come des
@if’ﬁill@s P

The Moulin d'Alzursnde where the "echeopd"™ went to vork is

deseribed in the following monners
J
ping consequencs gque ches

"Les moulins y sont de
iérraqaaiv ttait des plus

nous et celui ol residsi
forte et des meillours.,”

These deseriptions are those of the twe 1ills we sneounter
in thet single novel. Although there is no detailed deserip-
tion of any =ills in Ls liare gu Disble, le Houlin de Corlay

was menbtioned in o passing ryemark that Germain mede to Maris.

There is mention of & nill in Les IoTtres Sonneurs. Again it
iz not described in detail, but just montioned in & passing
remark betwsen HDuriel and Tienet, The mill mentioned was *le

Houlin de 2% Hilair," which o8ill exists.

Chanply pe 137»

15 nearge Sand, Trancois le
W‘m

16 George Zand, Irancois le Chanpl, Pe 149
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Last but not lesst, in all the “romans champetres” there
eppears in onme way or another the insvitable river. In fran-

¢cols le Champl, the mill of Cormousr was situated on the In-

dre. In La Fetlite Fadette, le MMoulln d4'Angibsult was located

on the "Petlte Creuse,” a tributary of the Indre. It would

-~ have been highly surprising not to encounter these rivers,

for the Berry country-side is “ﬁill@nae, de petits ruisssaux
et de petites riviores."*? The river wes a neeessity to the

peassnts, bobk for their flocks and Loy thesmselves In thelir

everydey lives. The river Lirst appears in La Hare gu Diable

when CGermain is recelving instruections on how to get to Fourche.
He 1s t0ld by bhis father~in~law:

"ty aures a ﬁés&enﬁre un boui de é@ta tres rude, &
traverser une immense prairie, el & pacser deux fois
la rividre & cue. Il lui aveit méne reeomander de
reatrer dans cette rividére avee precantions, parcoegue
au commencenent de 1s gazAﬂn il ¥ avelt eu dg grandes
plules, ot 1%eau pouvalt Sire un pou haubel.” 8

"La riviere" again eppear: on numorous osecasions in Lg

Petite Fadebite. We arc {irst exposed to it by Landry seecking

his brother Sylvsnet who he fears has drouned hipself in 1t:
L riviere n'est pas large Guns son pareau*s, de
plus de quatre ou cing nétres, i§ gul est zar
endroits aussi ereuse gue largo.”
Lendry end Fadstts had numerous interviews gn the banks of

the river whers Landry sight have drowvned without the help of

17 1. viacent,

18 6. Bana, La Hare au Diable, De A2.

Georpe tand st le Berry, be 35«

9 6. Sana, Le Petite Fadette, e 55
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Fadette. In Franeols le Chompl Madelelne Blanehet and Champl
meet on the passerelle of the river which fod the "zoulin.®
"La passerelle de forpouer obalt pour mol un endroit bien
heureux,” wrote the author. This pas&arellezﬁ grosaes the Ine

dre Biver a fem kiloneters from Nohant.

20 George Sand, Histoire de lig Vie, pe 137
quoted in . Vincent, George Sand et Le Berrye.
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The persone we find in the "romans champetresa® arc ithe
typical Trench pessants not only those of the Berry, but those
of apy part of France, They arc o such alike in sppearance
and habits, thet only the faet that we know they are fron the
Berry helps fo dlstinguish then in zny way from those of other
provinces. It seams whils reading any of the stories that
once we know the basle charscters of one, we know them all,
This appears to bo ope of the weasknesses of the "romans ehaapéa
tres;®™ although CGeorges was endowed with s rich fertile imegi-
nation, it séam@ as though she wes unable to create sll the
various types of personages needed {or her stories. A1l ars
of peazant origin, for the greateor part honest, hard working,
dependable individuesls. They ell have & certein self-respect
which seems to have been idealised by the author. They all
have a love for thelyr homee, thelr ehildren, their sldera.

In L& Hare au Blable Gerasin, no natler how unhappy it was to
make him, was willing to merry a woman he had never seen just
to plesse his fathereine-low; Frangais in order to preserve
Kadeloaine Blanchet's happiness left to oo elssvhere to vwork,
and Landry listened to all the lmpliecations that Pére Rarbeau
made towerds him ond Fadette without a&ca.faisiag,his volice in
defense of the two until the old man had Tinished.

Po study in detail these personspes it is sufficient to

take one of the povels and compare the chsrascters ip this book
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with the characters in acother. Let us talte as our bovk, La

Marg au Diables The nain characters are Germain le fin lub-

oureur, the typlesl hero; La Petite Harle, the typicsl heroine;
Potit Plerre, the 1ittle boy whoo we wre to mesct time snd tinme
ogaia in various other stories; Fers Ilsurice, the typlczl old
man of the “ropans aﬂam§§tr&u;“ and la vielle Guilleite, the
old peasant woman who hag been immortalissé in other forms

throuchout the various storiess

For a desorisztion of Gernaln, GCeorge says:

*"Un jeune honme uﬁ boune nine eanauisait un attelage
magnificue. Il appelait see booufs dYume volx puis-
sante mﬁiﬁ‘&ﬁl;ru Guil&*lﬁ, il ¥ 8?«&& un scntiment
de aauaaur,fﬁ ie calae profond qui slanait sur sa
Peraonne.™ -

Ia la Petite Fadebtc she described Landry in the follou=

ing fashiont
#I1 avalt le »amgﬁr smment doux ¢t bien faconne. I
dtait blond et res it blond toube sz vie. 11
avait tout g fait banﬂe ﬁlnb, ds grands yoeux
bleus, les apaulau bien avalses, 1@ corp droit et
bien ulunta ;luw as ta*lle gt de hardiesso que
ﬂ'iﬁ@ﬁft& qul de pon aces”

It we n&eﬂ further proof as to the lnterchangeablility of
her cheracters in the various novels, we have the following
deseription of ﬁrﬁngai@ e Champi upos his resching menhood
and returning to see isdclelne Blanchet:

"Il etult bien bean gergon. Un grand jeune honne
au visege frals qui confiengeit 3 otre souvert de

2l @, fand, La Hare au Diable, Pe 1lle
2 ¢, Hand,y la Fetite Fadetlts, D. 20l
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barbe. Grand ei fort avee de belles msins, ot de

fortes jambes."<3

It seens as though opnce George had a definite character in
wind she was unsble to change his or hoer appsarance no matter
what the circumﬁtances of the story uibht bee. vwé have seen
three examples of the nr;nﬁinal characters in her stories.
To emphasisc the point let us look at another of the men in
her stories besides the three we have just seen, His name is
" Jean Verteud., e 1s the mlller of 4isurande where Fraﬂgais:
worked aiter leawing Cormoucr.

"Jean Vertsud, le meuniecr d’élwﬂ?dﬂﬁ@ﬂ&ﬁuit ban

patron bien vu de gos volsine et honnete envers
225 employde, el

#

Thuos for the lmportant men charvacters im her novels. They
can easily bes transplanted from ome to another without injuring
the plot in any way. This ig also true for the other charace-

ters. Let us examine carefully Petlite Marde of Le lare iu

Tilarie étwit : plug bellie flliﬁ & DAYSe Elle
n*a pas ds eauleux, mais elle a2 un petit visag
fraeis comme une rose de bulssons.. (uelle ﬂ*ntllle
bouche et quei migaon y&t;t nes.. wile ntesnt pas
srande pour 2on 558, _aalis elle est falite gosme ane
petite caille et 1& Sre eomme Un pingon.'cs

mhis uﬁS@fl seion will £1t any of the larice, Fadettes,
Erulsttes of the novels, as we ses from the following deserip-

. Bion of Feiite Yadelte:

i3 1"
Ca

« Sand, Francois Le Champi, p. 179

Nt

B G2

x,

ks

2 G. Sand, Lo Hare Az Disble, ». 6k,
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"On auralt 41t wie petite Tee, taut clle otalt

petite, melere, ﬁaurif;aa et hardic. Elle avait
Hne figure qui a*ﬂgﬂlt soint sobte mals noire
gonme g orelet. ne

&st many nore words are used o deseribe ladelsine Blan-
chet, but those words eonld £it any of the heroibos.
““adelsine Blanchet nteiait ni grande ni forte.

Cletalt ung trek Jolle feunme dtun fisr oonrag 37
&t renonmeoe pour sa douceur &t soOn bon sens."

In $:1s manner we are iatroduced o the physical cualities
of our main choracters. The subordinstes cro treated in the
sane way. In gveryone of the novels we have the 1ittle doy,
whether he be known az Petit Plerrs, xr&ngalﬁ le Chunpi, or
Jeannie, and any deseription woven aroung thew can it the
other, George says of Petit Plerre of La Htare au Diable:

*Petit Plevre regsrdait sanbour de lul d¢'un air
tout pensif.. il s'sgenouills sur la Jupe de la

j&uns rillc, jﬁi“ﬁit ces gtitnw meing ot se
st & réeiter sa prierc.”s

Zauteriot, the lLittle brothor of Pedette, 18 described
in La Pelils

Zadetts as follows:

"Il &tti% nolr comme du eﬁarba%' Ses hatits

étalent des %geﬂilleg tant 1ls etaleat déehirds

et noirecis.

Although these deserigtions give almost no ghysical dew
toils one ean caplly see how these twuo 1ittle boys counld exe

change places and still beo at home in the plot of the storye

26 &, send, La Potite Fadette, pe 4.

2? QQ ﬁa&ﬁ »

Francols le Champi, pe 0.

28 o, cane, Ls Hars au Diable, p. 52.
22 ¢. cand, La Petite Fadette, De 89.




¥e cun Bee thon both doing the sanc things, playing the sane
ganes, a8 any omall child would do under the glvean ciycume
stanceg.

Hot only these maln Gbafﬁﬁtﬁﬁb, but alss the lasienili-

eamt supporting porsonasces o7 the various stori ann Do ine
terchanzed. Ae I have slresdy tried to polnt out, thero iz an

. . L . B L ~
old man in every one of the novels. Ue may hnow him as Pere
o N Ty " »
Haurice, Tero Bardbeau, or Uraad Buchsux, but basically they
are the ssmo.

“Le visuzx laboureur $rovaillsii lﬁﬁtb ant an 3ie

’u«;‘f o n ds g

ence, sans éiforic lnutiles. Uani LlC atﬁul sEa

n@ 8o gfﬁﬁ&&iﬁ pae plus que lul. ‘aan dos ﬁtdit

large, et sa flgurc Tu?bﬁla&ﬁ eelul d'plbein 48 75
568 veagﬂpnﬁw atannoncsient pas 13 fnisere."?

is

Phis is the doocription given %o us of le Perc Mauwrice of
Lo Mors au Plablo. It could be used to deseribe any of the
old pecscate in the storlese. It eould cordsinly be used to
describe Per: Barbeau, the father of the twins, lLandry and

Sylvenet, of La Petite Fadettc, of whom the autior says:

"Le PO harbe;u de¢ 1z Uosse n'etait pas mal dans
ses affalires, Il aﬁult un homue de hon caura“

poc mechant, eb Lrea porte’ pour sa fs mille, fwds
@tve injus tﬁ B ses wvoisins ot paroissions.

These two 014 mer are in differeat sioples hut the re-
sepblanes is thers. This resemblance 1z glmost faorced ugon

the author, for she used resl persens as nodels for hey

el . P "
X &, fand, Lo Mere su Diable, De be

1 6. canc, Lo Potite fadette, pe 15.



choractors, as she hag told us herseld, and hew sources had

hoin common. OF Bonoit Rival, the inn keepor in Les Uaftres

mue
Sonneurs, George hss told us in ber "Hisbtolre de mo yie™:

"Henoit Eivel Q% it en effet Itaubersiste du Boant

Souronne. Il fat 81 fier de fi;urer dans lLes
1aftres Sounveurs ﬁu‘il vint ne remarcler ef ne
pricr ce folro un autye r&nmp _;il Jouerait wn

Tolo piug important.' <

Le Vincent says in hey book regsrding Petite llhrie of la

Zare au Diable:

A o

*oans doute ls Y‘ﬁite Marie rappeleit une amie
@tenfance ¢e Ceorsgs, ou peut-oire 8z f;llg qui

avait &t¢ iﬂaaréb ﬁ1£ frale do son fils."’
This should be sufficient pxaaf of Geosrge's use of real

sreatest prool that George gives

pocple a8 her models, but th
us hersclf is the statoment regarding Prancois le Chanapis. OF

his she said:
I
*Un enfant de sizm ou sept Jﬁi monbe ¥ poll sur
un chevel au, saunbs avee sa nonture le bulssan
qul 8talt derriaye moi, se l&issa glisser 8 Lerre,
abandons le poulin = son psturage et reviat pour
sauter 1uinmaﬁﬂ 1Y¥chstac lb gutil avait si leote-
ment franchi a T eheval an moment guparavant. 09
a‘ehazt plus musai facile pour ses petites Jaumbes,
at Jje l‘aiagmw. Jteus svee lul une oon wversation
semblable & celle rapportec au cormencenent du
Champi avece ls meuniére ot l'enfant trouvel Huand
je 1vinterrogesis sur son age qu'il ns savalt pas,
11 accoucha textucllement de cetie belle partie,
daun aud. Il ne savaelt nl son a0, ni cclul
de ses parests, ni celul ée so &ema're,»~ tout ce
gu'il savait efetai se tealr sur wn cheval ig-
éam@%e, @ - Qﬁ oiscan sur une brenche socouce

Dar ;‘a*agﬂ..“

¢ de ma yie, De 11?*‘&1ncent, opecite

33 1. Vincent, Le Hervy dans 1'Ceuvre de Goorge Cand,

B @hml'i, 3_3¢ 30
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She goes on %o tell ue that in hey iife tine at Hohant she
has rearsd many ”chaﬁ@is“ of both sexes aand has been happy to
see then develop into self-respecting human beings,

In all the stories written by George Sand thers seems to
be a place for all the cheracters with the exeeption of oae.

In Frenegois Le Chenpl, we are introduced to one who seems to

appear in the story for only a fleeting moment and then &is-
appesrs from view, without having any apparest bearing oa the
story. Her nase was Mariette. That is about all that George
tells us besldes the fact that the girl was no good, and ia
bad company. Perhaps George meant to write a atory in itself
about this girl, but whatever happened %o her, she has never
told us in any other books or in her memoires.

In 21l the novele all the simple peasants are turned iato
well bred, educsted human beings. George raised then fronm
toilers of the lasd to farmers of high ¢lass. There is 1ittle
wonder that she knew her subjecis intingtely when ws rsalise
that she was s beloved person around Hohant, respected and
adored by taose'wﬁésa stories she mede to live in her "romans

chaapetres,”
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