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PREFACE

In this thesls I have tried to present a general hlstory
of the town of Prague, Oklahoma, from its founding in 1902
until the present.

The town has a varied and interesting history which I
feel in some respects is typical of the beginnings of many
of our Oklshoma communitles.

The story of Prague is connected with the railroad, with
cattle, with agriculture, with oll. Through 1t all runs a
thread of romance produced by the forelgn elements, the Czech=-
oslovaklan and German inhabltants, that may make the story of
this town slightly different from that of the average Oklahoma
towmn .

In gathering my data I am greatly indebted to Mrs. Junia

Heath Jones, the editor of the Prague News Record. Her help

in furnishing useful notes and making avallable the back lssues

of the Prague News Record aided my research very greatly.

I am also indebted to the Prague city officials for making
avallable to me the varlous reports of the town trustees, maps
of the original townslite, financlal statements of the c¢ity, and
other pertinent documents.

To the members of the County Clerk's office in Chandler,
Oklshoma, I am indeed grateful for putting at my disposal
deeds, maps, and orlginal papers that have helped me to gather
the necessary material for this thesis.

To all those ploneer settlers who gave me first hand

Information concerning the founding and growth of the town,



I am grateful. Among those early settlers interviewed were:
Joe Eret, Re T. Tower, W. M. Valasak, W. R. McElvany, Simon
Mertes, Tom Nash, George Jepsen, S. A. Woods, Fred Heinzlg,
M. E. Tope, and E. E. Longe

To the following group of persons, the sons and daughters
of the original ploneer settlers, I am appreclative for the
help given me in tracing some of the facts which they alone
could give. They are: L. P. Wilson, Earnest Blumanthal, Fritz
Heinzlg, Mrs. Ellen Mobacher, Baxter Davis, Alice Morrison,
T. V. Hartman, A. B. Herring, Jerry Suua, Kenneth Copeland,
Howard Tope, and Miss Helen Herring.

Finally, to all who contributed in any way to the writing
of this thesis I wlsh to extend my appreclation for the asslst-

ance renderede.
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INTRODUCTION

This thesls attempts to present a general history of the
town of Prague, Oklahoma, between the years 1902 and 1948.

This 1little town was formally lald out by the Ft. Smith
and Western Rallroad in 1902 as a coaling statlon for the rail-
road. The close proximity of the town to Indian Territory,
where prohibition was enforced, made of Prague a wide open
town with as many as thirteen saloons at one time. Under
these condltlons law enforcement became a problem. The citi-
zensg of Prague tried to solve thlis problem by importing some
of the old frontier town-taming marshals. These frontier
marshals did make of Prague a law abiding community, but only
after a period of gun-fighting and killinge.

The foreign-born element has always played an important
part in the 1life of the Prague community. Approximately one
third of the town's population is Bohemian, and at least two
thirds of the business houses of Prague are owned and operated
by Bohemians. How these Bohemlans came to be there, how they
named the town, and how they have played such an important
part in the life of the town, 1s an intriguing story.

The German element has done a great deal for the agricul-
tural 1life of the community, for these Germans brought with
them, and introduced, 1ldeas of sclentific farming and soil
conservation at a time when such 1deas were virtually unknown
in thls part of the country.

The economic life of Prague is bullt around four great
pursuits: cattle, agriculture, rallroad, and oil.



The story of how the rallroad bullt the town, the story
of gradual economic development based primarily on agriculture
and oll, the lmpact of two World Wars on a small commnity
with a strong forelgn element having close ties with the old
country, the struggle of the town to grow, and the gradual
absorption of all the outlylng small towns, provides an inter-
esting and heretofore unrelated chapter in the history of the
Southwest's last frontler.



CHAPTER I
THE ORIGIN AND FOUNDING OF THE TOWN

i”Tha little town of Prague, Oklahoma, is located in south-
eastern Lincoln County. Like many other Oklahoma communltles,
its history goes back only slightly more than fifty years,
for 1t was built on land that was formerly a part of the old
Sac and Fox Indlan Reservation.l

¥ The Cherokee Commlssion was appointed in 1885 by President
Grover Cleveland for the purpose of glving allotments of 160
acres of land to each member of the tribes. The surplus land
in the Indian Reserves was to be sold to the government and
opened to white settlemant.a,,This commlssion that had been
dealing with the Cherokees in Tahlequah was reorganized in
1890, David Howell Jerome, former Governor of Michigan, and
Warren G. Sayer of Indlana were appolnted to take the place
of former Governor Hortranft of Pennsylvania who was forced
to retire because of 1llness, and of former Governor Fhié;hild
who resigned in 1890.% ‘

Thls reorganized commission met at Guthrie in May, 1890,

to resume its labors. After a short stay in Guthrie, the com-
mission moved to the Sac and Fox Agency to negotiate for the
land within that jurisdictlon, in what is now Lincoln and

l)Map of Linecoln County - County Court House, Office of
the County Clerk, Chandler, Oklahoma, 1947.

2Grant Foreman, History of Oklahoma. Norman: University
of Oklshoma Press, 1942. p. 244.

31(13]10



Pottawatomle counties. On June 12, 1890, the Cherokee, or
Jerome Commission as it was then called, negotlated with the
Sac and Fox Indlans for their land.?

These tribes owned a tract of land iIn the eastern half
of what is now Lincoln County, made up of 479,667 acres that
had been ceded to them in the Treaty of February 18, 1867.
Allotments were made by the commission consisting of 160 acre
tracts of land to each of 584 Indians, in the total amount of
87,683.64 acres. After deducting 800 acres for school land
and agency purposes, 391,184 acres remained for white settle~
ment. The government pald the tribe {485,000 for these 391,184
acres of land which were opened for white settlement by a run
on September 22, 1891.°

On May 20, 1890, the commlsslon reached an agreement with
the Iowa Indlans. This tribe owned 219,464.27 acres of land
assigned to them by the executive order of August 15, 1883.
These lands comprised approximately the northwest quarter of
what 1s now Lincoln County. The commission allotted 8,685
acres to 108 members of the tribe, leaving two hundred and
ten thousand acres for white settlement.®

The commission on June 25-26, 1890, made agreements with
the Pottawatomle and absentee Shawnee Indians for the land
held by them under the Treaty of February 27, 1867, and an

ﬁd@mo
SIbid., pe 243.

S1dem.



act of Congress of May 235, 1872. Thls land occupled what 1s
now the major part of Pottawatomie County. Allotments had
been made to some of the tribesmen by the Dawes Act or Allot=-
ment Act of 1887; and after the executlion of the agreement
with the Jerome Commission, allotments of 215,679.42 acres
were made to 1,498 Pottawatomles, and 70,791.47 acres to 563
absentee Shawnees, or a total of 2,061 allottees, leaving
something over two hundred and seventy-five thousand acres
of land for white settlement.’ —

The lands of thesse femr tribes having been divided into
counties by the Secretary of Interior, as required by law,
the President on September 18, 1891, 1ssued his proclamation
opening them to settlement at noon four days later. On Sep-
tember 22, 1891, there ensued another mad dash of people seek-
ing homes in a new land. The land was practically all occupied
the first day by twenty thousand people, anxlous to pay §l.25
per acre for the available 7,000, one hundred and sixty acre
tracts of land. There was a lively scramble for lots in the
townsltes of Tecumseh and Chandler, which had been set aside
by the government as county seats for the two new counties of
Pottawatomle and Lincoln.®

The white settlement of the community where Prague now
stands dates back to this opening of the Iowa, Pottawatomle,

absentee Shawnee, and Sac and Fox Reservations in 1891. The

7 Idem.

STdem.



closest rallroad points to the communlty where Prague now
stands were at Stroud, twenty mlles north, and Shawnee, twenty-
elght miles southwest.®

Many small cross-roads country towns sprang up in the
vieinity of where Prague now stands. The larger of this group
included Arlington, Keokuk Falls, Bellmont, Dent, and Lambdin,lO

Arlington at its height had two stores, a hotel, an 0Odd
Fellows Hall, a Methodlist Church, a blacksmith shop, one
saloon, a post office and three doctors, Dr. Frank Isles,
Dre. F. No Norwood, and Dr. S. A« Burklin. All of the doctors
and most of the business houses moved to Prague after lts
founding to be near the rallroad. This hamlet 1s located six
miles north of the present site of Prague, and has almost com-
pletely disappeared except in name .11

Keokuk Falls was established in 1891 on the North Cana-
dian river at the waterfall that was named for old Chief Keuo-
kuk of the Sac and Fox tribe. The power of the waterfall was
harnessed and put to use in a grist mill to which the farmers
of a large area took thelr corn to be ground into meal. At
its peak i1t had five general stores, a saloon, a government
licensed still, a hotel, a blacksmith shop, and a newspaper,
the Keokuk Kall, published in 1899. The population in 1899

9R. T. Tower and G. T. Nash, Interview, July 15, 1947.

loqum.

llgrgnt Foreman, Oklahoma Imprints. Norman: University
Press, l?n

42, p. 242.
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was one hundred and ninety-eight. This town was located seven
miles south of where Prague stands today. At the present time
nothing remains of thls settlement. Even the river has changed
its course end there is no waterfall.lZ

Bellmont was also founded in 1891 as a cross-roads farming
town. It had four general stores, one hotel, a saloon, a black=-
smith shop, a doctor, Dr. Ralph Hanna, with a population total=-
ing fifty to seventy-five persons. Bellmont 1s located eight
miles west of where Prague stands today.13

Dent was the smallest of this group of towns having only
one store and a saloon. It was founded in 1893 and is located
very close to where the present town of Prague now stands.l4

The little cross-roads town of Lambdin was started in
1892. It had a general store, a saloon, a hotel, a post office
and a population of perhaps forty persons at its height. This
hamlet could have become the permanent townsite of the Ft. Smith
and Western Rallroad that Prague later became, if it had not
been for the short sightedness of the land owners surrounding
ite Lambdin was located two miles east of where the present
town of Prague stands. The old town has completely disappearad.ls

All of these llittle hamlets have disappeared except in

name or possibly one store in some of them. They were simply

12z, T, Tower and G. T. Nash, Interview, July, 1947.
131dem.

14y, M. Valassk, Interview, July, 1944.

15Tdem.



absorbed by the growing town of Prague that started in 1902.16

From 1891 to 1902 the population was steadily growing in
the area of the four Indlan Reservations that had been opened
by a run in 1891, On the date of entry some twenty thousand
persons rushed in to clalm homes. By 1902 the population had
almost doubled.l?

In the group that made the run for the Sac and Fox country
were a group of young Bohemians. Many of them had been directed
into this region by friends living in Oklahoma City who knew
that a party of Bohemlans were camping on the North Canadian
river. These included Frank Barta, Joe Eret, Squire Valasak,
Frank Suva, Julius and John Bontty, Wesley and Frank Benes,
Frank Mastenia, and Victor Martinet. These Bohemian people
did not come from any particular locallty or in any one groupe.
They were drawn from all parts of the United States by the
well-advertised opening of the Sac and Fox reserve. Once theyj/,
were settled in thls reglon, they came to love the country in
which they made thelr new home. Letters to friends brought
meny others to the growing Oklahoma country. Since political
conditions iIn the mother country were bad under the rule of
the Austrlian Hapsburgs, many familles came to the New World to
escape the tyranny of Austrian rule. Meny were also interested
in escaping the long military service required by Austria at

16R. T. Tower and W. M. Valasak, Interview, July, 1944.
17Grent Foreman, History of Oklahoma, p. 255




this time.18

The community where Prague now stands was settled in part
by Bohemiasns from two widely separated sectlons of the United .
States. About one half of them came from Texas, while the rest
came from Nebraska.l®

The present town of Prague was bullt on the farms of two 53AM\
of these early Bohemian farm families. Frank Barta and John %3J““
Simek sold their farms to the banking firm of Hoffman, Charles,
and Conklin of the Sac and Fox agency. Thls business firm, in
turn, gave the Ft. Smith ;ﬁd Western Railroad a right of way
to build a coal chute to supply their line. The town of Prague
was bullt on the former Simek and Barta farms.Z20

In 1901 the community around the present town of Prague
was thrilled to learn that a rallroad was to be bullt connect=-
ing Ft. Smith, Arkansas, with Guthrie, Oklahoma. This railroad -
line would pass through the southeastern part of Lincoln county
and travel northward, passing five miles south of Chandler to
Fallis, Oklahoma, end ithen on to Guthrie.2l

The banking firm of Hoffman, Charles, and Conklin of the
Sac and Fox agency, with Herman Josey, a town promoter and

capitalist, had a contract with the Ft. Smith and Western

18j0e Eret and W. M. Valasak, Interview, July, 1944.
1914em.
20)rs. Junia Heath Jones, Notes on Prague. An unpublished

menuscript examined in office of Prague News Record, June 28,
1947 .

2lR., T. Tower and G. T. Nash, Interview, July, 1947.
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Rallroad to lay out a series of townsites between the western
line of the Creek Nation and Guthrie.22

A coaling station had to be established in southeastern
Lincoln county to serve the railroad. People speculated, of
course, where 1t would be placed. Most people favored Lambdin,
since 1t was already an established agricultural center with
a post office. The rallroad and the banking firm of Conklin,
Hoffman, and Charles favored Lambdin because of its level land
and ldeal location for a towmnsite. Negotiations were soon
under way to purchase a right of way for the coaling station
and townsite. The necessary land was owned by Lee Watts, who,
not realizing the value of his land if 1t was divided and
sold as towm lots, asked a much highér price than the promoters
were willing to pay.2d

Because of the high price asked for his land by Watts,
the banking firm of Hoffman, Charles, and Conkling with the
towmn promoter Herman Josey and Jay Brunson, the engineer who
surveyed the Ft. Smith and Western right of way, closed a deal
whereby portions of the northeast and southwest quarters of
section twenty eight and thirty were purchased from lMessrs.
Simek and Barta, two young Bohemian farmers, who lived two miles
southwest of the Lambdin community. The site for bullding the
coal chute and the town was changed from Lambdin to what was

later to be the town of Prague. This change in location was

22pulsa Tribune, September 30, 1928.
23R, T. Tower and G. T. Nash, Interview, July 10, 1947.
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securcd by Hoffmen, Charles, and Conklling by purcnasing the
land and promlsing to give the railrosd the land for the coal
chute and rallroad yards.24

Ag part of the purchase agreement lirs. Barbta was allowed
to name the new town. v&he, having cherished memories of old
Prague 1in Czechoslovakia, immedlately named the btown Pra=ha.
Squire Valasgak, a store keeper at Dent, changed the name bo
lts englicized form, Prague, 1in 1902-25

liews of the opening of the new town was well publiclzed.
Advertisements were carried for weeks in the Oklahoma City

Times~Journal snnouneing the of ficlal sale of lots to beglin on

May 20, 1902.

Residentlial lots, at this officlal opening of the new town,
s0ld from ten dollars to one hundred dollars. Business lots
sold from two hundred to seven hundred dollars.2®

The new town of Prague soomn became an important center
for trade because it was the only shipplng point for sn exten-
give territory that included parts of Lincoln, Okfuskee, Potita~
watomle, and Seminole counties. &’

Prague was twenty-~eight miles from any town of importance

at this time. It was ifty miles east of Oklshoma City on a

gécounty Clerk's Office - Deeds, also map of the origlnal
townslite of Prague. ILincoln County, Chandler, Oklahoma, October
16, 1902.

28joe Eret mnd Bill Valassk, Interview, July 10, 1941.

20sharmee herald, May 21, 1902.

i _
27 simeon Wiertes, Interview, June 20, 1947.
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direct line with Ft. Smith, Arkansasg.28

The town of Prague became a complete economic unit from
the very beginning. The merchants and prefessional people of
the small cross-roads towns moved to Pragus to be near the
railroad. The town served ss a shipplng polnt for a vast trade
area that ilneludes the river bottom farms of the North Canadien
and the Deep Fork rivers in addition to the farmers occupying
the rich land that lles along the creeks that flow into these
rivers.<?

Inasmuch as Prague did serve as the cconomic center of a
large surrounding area there was great aglitation from 1902
through 1920 for a new county to be formed that would include
parts of Lincoln, Fottawatomie, Ckfuskee, and Seminole coun-~
tles, with Prague as the county seat. Prague and Chandler
became bitter rivals over thls issue. With the coming of good
roads in the 1920's, the agiltation for the proposed county
gradually died. However, the people of the surrounding com-
munitices look to Prague for leadership today more than they
look to thelr own county seat bownsg.o0

Work of building the rallroad attracted many to Fraguse.
Wages were considered highe The base pay for common labor was
17 1/2¢ per hour or {1.75 per day. The grading camp was near

Qkemah, the counby seat of Okfuskee couaty, but many workers

2Bprague lews Record, Sephember 7, 1927.

29g. T+ Tower and G. Ts Nash, Interview, July, 1947.

Otirs. Junia Heath Jonesg, Hotes on Prague, pa. 2



spent thelr time in Prague. The grading contract was held by
Dave riffin of the Griffin Construction Cfompany of PFt. Smith,
Arkcansas. o+

Since Prague was only three miles from Indian Territery
and prohibition was enforced there, the whites and Indlans came
to Prague for their alcoholle refreshments. There were thir-
tesn saloons operating in the new town aslmost lmmedlately, and
the enforcement of law and order became a problem for flve
ye ar s . 92

In 1907 Oklahoma was admitted into the union as the fority-
sixth state. With the LI1ll of admliscsion came prchibition
and the Prague saloons had to go.99

In 1902, six months af ter the officlal opening of the
town, the populabtlon numbered six hundred. In 1907, five
years later, the populaticn was nine hundred and ninety-eight.
Thus, in five years the town of Prague had grown from nothing
to alwost one thousand persons.54

To solve the problem of law and order, the ciby officials
cf Prague had to hire marshals that were learless ag well as
gkillful in the use of a gun. The most colorful of these old

frontier town tamers were Frank Hiles and Hance Gaylor. Both

SlIndian Papers, M. S. Voi. II, pp. 140~141, UniWersity
of Oklahoma Library.

®Zrournal of Town Trustees M. Se, Vole. I, Dec. 1202,
Prague City Hsall.

%SR. T. Tower and G. T. Nash, Interview, July 10, 1847..

5%, 8. Clover to Mras. Junia Heath Jones, Prague lews
Record, July 1, 1927. : ~
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of the se men possessed the guallties of the greatest of the
West's btown-taming marshals. It ls largely to These two men

that Prague owes 1ts early respect for law and order. 0

SOH, T, Tower and G. T. Nagh, Interview, July 10, 1947.

| SRR



CHAPTER TIT
ECONOWIC DEVELOPMENT OF THE TOWK FRON 1902 TO 1929,

Agriculture is the most important industry in the 1life of }
the town of Prague. The first thing that atbracted settlers to
the Prague vicinity was the rich farming land of the regisn.l {

The locatlon of the town is in the heart of one of the
best agficultural reglions 1in the state. PYrague 1g seven mlles
frowm the Worth Canadlan River with 1its thousands of acres of
fertile botbtom land. The btown is ben miles from Deep Fork
Rlver, which also has a large extent of bobtton land that 1s

cnsidered ldeal Tor the growing of cobton and corn.?

Flowing into tﬁese twé rivers are three large creeks
bordered by wmany acres of rich bottom land. Thosge are reta-
gquah Creek, Deer Creek, and Hobison Creek. Thess three gtreams
empLty into Deep Fork Rlver and pass through the Prague commun~
ityas

The town of Prague 1s located twenty-elght miles from
Shawnee, twenty miles from Stroud and Seminole; thus making 1t

the loglecal marketing center for all of this agriculbural ares.%

e

i

¥ a o] 2, - f A

The ralsing of cotton became the chiel occupation of the 7 |
)

/

farmers of the Frague vicinlty. During these early years, the

Lioe Eret, Simon Mertes, and R. 7. Tower, Interview,
July 28, 1947.

2 . T ‘ ,

Mrg. Junla Heath Jones, Nobtes on Prague, pe 3.

®Re T. Tower and G. T. Nashi, Interview, July 12, 1947.

%A. B. Herring snd L. P. Wilson, Interview, July 20, 1947.

v
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rich river and creek bottom land easily ylelded from one to two
bales of cotton per acre.”

In 1904 the first bale of cotton was brought to Prague
by J. B. Hall of the Bellmont commmunity. A gala occaslon was
made of this event with J. B. Charles, of the First National
Bank, auctioning off the bale of cotton to the highest bldder.
It was purchased by B. F. Whitmore for 15 3/4 cents per pound,
bringing its owner $8l.10. This was considered a remarkable
price for cotton at that time and attracted many farmers to
the Prague market. In fact the Prague News, a weekly news-
paper published at Prague, proudly announced that cotton was
being brought to Prague for sale that had been grown within
five miles of Shawnee.®

On October 22, 1904,~F'o hundred bales of cotton were
sold in Prague during a single day. This was a record break-
ing sale, according to the Prague News.”

The year 1904 saw ten thousand bales of cotton marketed
in Prague. Six to ten thousand dollars was being paild out
dally for cotton. This naturally caused the town to boom,
and its fame spread as one of the best cotton markets in _
central Oklahoma.8 1

Cotton prices held steady through 1905 with a top price

SR. T. Tower and Ge. T. Nash, Interview, July 12, 1947.
67ne Prague News, October 6, 1904.

7Ibld., October 22, 1904.

8Ibid., December 18, 1904.
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of T.70 cents per pound being pald for the cotton in the seed.”
In October, 19006, three hundred bales of cotton represent-
ing §$20,000 were sold in Prague in one day. This was ancther
record bresking sale, and it certainly showed that Prague was
rapidly forging to the Tfront as & cotlton marketing center. O
Cne fourth of the cotton handled by the Ft. Smith and
Wegtern Rallroad was shipped from Prague, according to a state-
ment sent out by the general manager. This 1s remarkable in
view of the fact that the v 8. and W. was 185 miles long and
ran through sowme of the Lest cotbon land in Oklahoma. Over
one million doliars worth of cotbon was shipped from Prague
in 1906.11
From 1207 through 1924 the commmunity of Prague had bumper
cobtton crops. There was a steady expansion in cotton farming
and a steady increase in the number of bales shipped all through

this period. The F. 8. and W. was kept busy trying to trans-

e

port bthe crop. All through these years we find complaint
from the Prague clilzenry that the railrosad could not haul the
cobton away ag rapidly as 1t was brought into Pragus. The

Fs 8¢ ond W« had to reat cers Irom the Hissourl, Eansas, and

Texas line to handle, a3 well as they did, the hauling of the

tremendous crops-lg From August 20 to October 1, 1924, the

?Ibid., October 10, 1905.
10¢big., October 6, 1906.

ilypig., April 18, 1907.

18Pfagu@ Hews Hecord, Decembsr 12, 1925,




cotton ging of Prague had ginned 2,900 bales wlth one hall of
the crop still in the fleld.ld

By 1987 Prague had three cobton gins in additlion to the
Union Cotton Oil Company. One of the ginsg, owned by Bs e
Yhitmore, was an electric gin. This was consldered quite
progressive for the time.+% .

In 1928 the boll weevil struck the Prague cobtton farming
region and virtuslly destroyed the crop. This destruction
c@upléd with the low farm prices which had prevalled from
1921 on caused manylPrague farmers to go into bankruptcy.l§
The comparative prices of cotton through the years were as
follows. In 1804 the first bale of cotton brought 15 3/4
centg per pound. The average price in 1904 was approximately
10 cents per pound in the lint.}7 From 1916 through 1919
cotton brbught as much as 40 cents per pound in the lint. The
average price was 53 cents per pound¢18

After the end of World War I, and the collapse of the
European market, the average price of cotton fell during 1921
to 12 1/2 cente per pound in the lint, and in the following
years dropped as low as slx cents per pound. At that rate ik

is small wonder that wmeny of the Frague cobton farmers were

151pid., Hay 15, 1927.
1élhida, October 14, 192Z7.
151bid., March 14, 1928,

16, .
Frague Hewsa, Cctober B, 1904.

Lolde., September 22, 1204.
Q..‘. . o - y
1Ulﬁlﬂa, December 1, 191%9.
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foreed into bankruptey. Low prices following World War I,
and the destructiveness of the boll weevil brought an end %o
the community’'s economice dev“lopment based on cotbon.t?

In view of the location of Prague in the heart of one of
the greatest cobbon growing districts iu the state, frague's
business leaders Lelieved that a factory wilch would make cote-
tonseed clil, meal, calte and hulls would be profltable To Loth
the cotton growers and thosze who wished to ralse cattle., Herman
Josey, the chalrman c¢f the townslite coupany, and a stockholder
in the First ¥aitional Bank, set out to interest capitalists in
esteblishing such a plant.20

Josey found a group that would be interssted and the Union
Cotton 0il Company was esbablighed ab Prague wibth a capital
stock of $40,000. The firsgst dlrectors were W. M. Haws, W. ¥
Morgan, Jim Honar, all of Norman, Oklahoma, Je We Dupree éf
fiyanewood, Oklahoma, and He C. Chamberlin of Chiesgo, I[1llinois.2l

The business of the nsw firm grew untll by 1920 it had
braﬂches in Hacauber, Boley, Castle, and Paden in Okfuskee
County, beaides 1is home offlece and gl in Prague; Oklahowna.
In 1928 the ecompany was caplibtalized at 75,954 and in additlon,
had a depreecistion reserve of {90,000, and was zlving employment
to sbout lorty persons. George Jepsen, the criginal manager

of the plant, became its president in 1810, and ke and ¥rs. Bill

19prague News Record, December 10, 1930.
0, _— s -
Prague Rews, April 9, 1907.

2
“'1bid., Septembver 1, 1907.
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Ambrister are its chlef sbockheolders todav.gg

The Union Cobbton 01l Company 1s still operating in 1948,
although its achbivitles have bsen handleapped by the decline
1n cotbon production caused by the boll weevil. The firm wes
also hurt by the loss of the rsilroad in 1938, but 1t has
shifted its interest to the feeding of cattle and ig still
fairly prosperous. The mill tekes care of wmost of the cobtbon
gtill raised in the vicinity of Prague. It feeds 1lts products,
cottonseed meal, cake, and hulls, to beef cattle that are sold
on the open market. The mill has also purchased nany faras
since the depression of the thirties and 1s one of the large
scale farm groups of this Prague commuﬂity.g3

A unique Teabture of the economic hlsbtory of the town ofuﬁ@Y’
Prague, Cklahoma, hes been the gbablllity of its banking insti- )
tutions. Two banks were established shortly after the town was
organized in 1908. In fact, the {first building to be constructed

in the town of Prague was a banks %he first two banlis wers

the Pirst National Dank and the Lincoln Counby Bank. The First
Hatlonal Bank was esbtablished by the Sac and Fox'agency.banking
firm of Charles, Conklin, and Josey. The above named men
together with Dr. F. &. Ayres, Prague's first doctor, Prank
Chandler, and George Subton were the chiéf stockholders. This

bankt took in 30,000 in deposits the first day 1t opened in 1902.24

22pulsa Tribune, September 30, 192E.

gsﬁeorge Jepsen, Interview, July &, 1247.

24%?8& Junia Heath Jones, Hobesg on Prague, pe. 4.



21

In 1204 in a financial statement published in the Prague
Hews the First Natlonal Benk llsbted §33,908.85 as its total
assets at that bime.29

The Plrst Hational Bank's regources had lncreased Irom
$103,204463 in 1905 to $170,845.15 in 1906. The personnel had
also been chenged to George Subton, cashler, George (. bBarber,
assisbant cashler, and Herman Josey, president.ge

The Flret Natlional Bark's resources almwost doubled every
year after 1902. In 1907 itg finencial statement read
{206,724.08.27

In 1908 the personnel of the First Natlonal Bank changed
to d« 0. Myer, cashiecr. George (. Barber, §. L. Conkiin, J. E.
Gravitt were directors. Its total assets were {261,136.38,%C

The First State Bank was establlished in Prague 1in lay,
1908. B. P, Wnltmore was president, D. J. Purgeson, casiler,
George C. Barber and B. F. Whitmore, the directors and chiefl
stockholders. This bank began business in 1904 with assets
tobaling (11,735.32.%%

This bank did a wmodegt Dusliness as a separate instlbution
until 19230, when 1t cozbined with the Flrgt Watlonal Bank for

purposes of economy. These two banks had Decn under the sanme

25?ragua Hews, January 23, 1904.
2§£§g@., January 4, 1906.
271bid., Jenuary 10, 1907.
zazgggy, danuary 5, 1908,

ggIbid., fareh 15, 1908.
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management since 1915 when J. 0. lMyer purchased the conitrolling
interest from B. F. Whitmore and George C. Barber. J. 0. liyer
together with George Subtton bought the conbrolling interest of
the Pirst Hational Bank. These two men operated the two banks
as separéte unitas, but wlth a common policy unbtil 1930. George
Sutton acted as presldent of the First National Bank and J. 0.
Miyer served as president of the Flrst State Bank until they
merged. In 1232 Sutton's interest was purchased by L. P.
Wilson, snd he, along with lyer's heirs, control the bank
today. TheAFirst Hational Bank is consldered today to be cne
of the strongest and safest Danks in cenbtral Oklahoma . 59

The Lincoln Counby Bank wss also estaeblished in 1902
with H. I. Kingsbury and A. G. itogers as the chief stockholders.
A, Po Slover was cashier. The tolal assets of this bank in
1902 were §40,672.28.5%

By 19207 the name of the Lincoln County Bank had been
changéd to the Frague ilational Bank and its total asssets were
%114,540.55.52

The following year the Prague Natlonal Bank acquired new
directors. (. Os Bush, H. G. Casey and H. H. Hanseur became
the directors, having purchased the controlling stock from

He I¢ Kingsbury and A. 8. Hogers. The bank'g assets in 1908

%0y,, P, Wilson, Interview, July 15, 1947.
51?ragu@ Rews, January 4, 1904.

321131&;, January 7, 1807.



wors §161,136.38.95
Thisg bank is still 1n operatlon and has progpered under

the guiding hand of A. P« ESlover, who became its president

]

in 1915, C. C. Bush who suceeeded him, and finally T. G. dinson

34

L

who 1s the presént president of the bank.

Another banlt appeared 1n Prague for a time called the
Farmers and Werchants State Bank. It was esbablighed in 1902
with W. 3. Bottas as president and E. L. Garnett a2s cashier,
Its total assets in 1909 were §36,228.08. Thilg bank operated
in Prague untll 1915 when ité stock was absgorbed by the Plrab
Hational Bank.o99

The gtabllity of these banking institubions during the
yearsg of depression and booms, and during the trylng days of
the twenties and sarly bthirtics reflect the cunservative and
fine management of the ingtitutionsg. The stabllity of the
banks did muech to foster the whole economic develcpment of
the communitye.

As Prague served a large agricultural community, it be-
came s major business center from the beginnings In 1902,
shortly after the officlal opening of the townsite, Prague
glready had a number of places of business. The Cirgt two
drug stores were owned by s M. Troubtman and 9. L. Briggs,

and T. C. Hatcher. The first restaurant wes established by

531bid., January 8, 1908.
4R, T. Tower, Interview, July 12, 19247.

“OPrague lews, May B, 1919.



Bill Powler. There were three hotels: The Darta, Thomas, and
Arlingbon, all located where the present hotels gtand. The
Tirst drysoods store was cowned by if. Blumenthel, a Jewish
neddler who came bo the Prague viclolby in 180L1. The Tirst
hardware store was ocwned by Dlick Bond and Bob farew. The
firgt lumber yard was operabed by Georée Dixon and the Bobsy
Bros. The banks, as previously menbioncd, were ssbablished
by Conklin, Josey, Charles, Hoffman, Sutton, H. I. Kingsbury,
and A. G. Rogers. The first resgidence was bullt by Frank
Chandler, one of the stockholders of the Pilrst Hational Bank.
The first exclusive howme furnishing store was establlshed by ’
¢
Te S. Irving.30 ’ d
Two years later, in 1904, a list of the buginess houses
included: Prague saddle shop; Hancock Bros. livery and feed;

« B. Long, proprietor; Totten

)

livery, feed, and wagon yard,
and Monard, painters; second hend store, . . Thrasher;
Rentucky Clud Saloon, Ae. larks, proprictor; veterinary, S. A.
Thompson; Dr. Fe. H. Horwood, physiclan and surgeon; Star resg-
taurant, J. A. Hclonell; Jchn Davis, abttorneyy; J. H. Sandelin,
attorney; J.R. Dobery, lumber company; Prague hardware and
implements; Blue Front restaurant, 3111 Fowler, proprictor;
Pastusek Bros., drygoods snd groceries; The Leodore, dry goods,
I Blumenthal; barber shop, . He Sneeling; J. W. Huffman,
dentiet; Zmmet O'Hane, drygoodsg; First Habtional Zenlry Lincoln

re

County Bank; N. 8. Smith, auctioneer; Prague Brick Co., H. G.

36prs. Junia Heath Jones, Notes on Prague, 1947, p. G.
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Reel, proprietor; Wade-Branch Hardware fompany; Xenbucky Liguor
Housge, J. J» Elabzuba, propristor; Fair, drygoods store, J. A
Fine; Be. F. Wnltmore, drygoods and groceries; Star Barn, Hancock
Broge.; Te L Scoville, contructor and builder; ?Tague Fuaraiture
Company, P. W. Waber; Grimes & Co., drygoods and groceriles;
Wes Klobzubo, asuctlonser; John Z. iaz, physiclan snd surgeon;
Po 0o Hucera, real estate and lawyer; O'iouke and Huggets,
grocery and market; Myer and Son, groceries; City Barber Shop,
Joe EBrebt, proprietor; The Rockebt store, (. B. Harrington,
proprietor; Mertes and Heately, hardware; L. Bs Hampton, dry-
goods; Goodmans Department Store; C.0.0h. Grocery and Harkeb;
Bigss Drug Storsy Chumater, photos; llerrlt Grocery; Dr. Hanna
an eye speclalist; Dosey and Roberts Baloon, later bought by
Lee Watts; Cobtiage Hotel, T. . Haley, proprietor; Broyles
fiotels ST |

Twelve»years later in 1916 the list of the leadlng business
firms was as follows: The First Hational Bank; First 3tate Bank;
Prague National Bank; New York Bargain Store, The Leader, Sol
Vhites, (all these wsre drygoods sbtores); Fronk Kucera, Busy
Bee lafe; Charles Good and Frank Svoboda, blaéksmithing and
woodwork; The Long Bell and Pragus Lumber companies; C. M.
Sodlo, tallor; P. S. Mertes, Parks Bros., O. R. Blumel and
Wade-Branch hardware companies; John Vana, tingmith; John
feruany, real estate; Whitmore's Gin, Union Cotton 01l Company;

Prague Hews, Prague Patriot, newspapers; Thomas, Arlington,

Sv?rague Hews, December 10, 1904,
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Barta, hotels; City Barber Shop; Doctors I'» H. Horwood, S« W.
Burkland, Dre Isles, Dr. Henna, Dr. Cossey, Lr. Davis, Dr. HZer-
foots J. Ds Grimes, J. J«. Klabzube, Pastusek Bros., W. He Ve
sak, Turners, V. G. Solkea, v He Valasak, all had grocery
stores; Frank Sekora was a leathersmith; B. B. Long Confec-
tlonery and real estate; Foster Drug Company. A town of some
fifteen hundred pecple, Prague was growing and prospering.38
The history of Prague 1s closely assoclated with the higfigﬁ
tory of the Ft. Smlth and Wesbernm Rallroad. This rallroad wes
built by Andrew Mellon and the Fltch brothers during the rail-
road building era of our country. It was lald out across
easbern Oklahowma from Ft. Smith, Arkansas to Guthirie, Oklahoma,
a distance of one hundred and eighty-five mliles. It crossed
elght OCklahowa counties and touched twenty-two towns. The
leading towns on 1ts route were Spiro, Bokoshoe, Quinbon,
Dustin, iWeleetka, Okemah, Pragus, Vellston, Fallis, and Guthrie.
From Fallis it ran trains over the M. K. and T. lines to Okla~
hema City. 1t also ran Trains over the K. e 5. lines into
Ft. Smith, Arkansas, {rom Spliro on bthe eastern end of the 1ine .Y
The road was organized in 1889, and for twelve years after
i1tg complstion the road progpered. In 1215 it slipped into
recelvership for elght years, and then 1t emsrged for sight

more years. In 1223 1t slipped into receivership again for

L4

S8rs. Junia Heath Jones, Hotes on Prague, p. 8, 1947.

‘7‘9 W ~ w7 s .
““Tulss World, HMay 286, 1929.



the rest of its 1life.%0 ﬂfxm4
The Ps S. and ¥. operated small passenger btrains until

1087 It operated freight and passenger trains mizxed until

its demise in 1939.%1
The road played an important part in The 1ife of the Prague

community during its early days. It was an outlet for the

great cotton crops that were grown in the Prague viecinity.

It ran speclilal weekly excurslon trainsg on Sundays, charging

a special low fare. These trains were enjoyed very much by the

people all up and down the line, for there were no good roads,

and the automobile had not yet made its appearaﬁce.ég
Financlally, the road presented a sorry pletures It

showed a profit durlng only twelve years of 1ts life. It

logt money in seven of its last elght years, and broke even

in the other, but it pald no interest to its stockholders in

the last bten years of 1ts 1life.4d

On January 16, 1939, the M. T. & T. ordered the line %o %
qult using its tracks from Fallis to Oklahoma City because it
owed $90,000 in back rent. The K. . 8. followed the same
pollcy as the organization also owed {50,000 back rent to her.
In addition, the road owed the state @1@0;000 for back taxes.

The sum of 1ts major debts was more than btwlce its assessed

4OIdem.

4'leem.
“2yrs. Junia Heath dJones, Wotes on Prague, 1947, p. 8.

451‘111 sa Wor ld:: May 28 » 1225,
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valuation of {106,000 as set by the Oklahoma Tax Comamission
in 1929.44

governor Leon (. Phillips and iac G. Williamson, attorney
general, tried hard to save the railroad but falled. Hany
concerng and investment groups were contacted in an attempt to
get thew to buy and operate the road, bub all to no avall.
he road went under the hammer, Hay 31, 1938, and 1ts property
and stock was sold for screp. About {ifteen Prague families
were afiected by the abandonment of the road as Prague wa

45

T

a division point for the line.

The loas of the rallroad has greatly handicapped the growth
of the communiby. It seemed for a ghort time that the town
might be seriously injured, but it has continued to grow and
prosper desplie this handlcap.46

The oil industry has also influenced gresatly the economic
hisgtory of Prague. Though the town ig sibtuated in a rich agri-
cultural district and depends chiafly on agriculture for sup-
port, it is aleo surrounded by severel oil flelds of conglder-
able size.d’

The {irst oill voom came to the Prague community In 19158

bth the discovery of the FPaden [ielid. The little neighboring

b

w

tovn was flourishing under typical early day oll boom conditions.

441dem.
451dem&

46, L. . R o .
‘ﬁﬁa Ve Hartman, Interview, Jduly 15, 194%7.



In anticipation of expanded activities, excltement ran high
in Pfague; even the Pragus llews vecame a daily.4®

From 1915 to 1983 there was a gcreat deal of lessing of
desirable land by oll companies around Pragus, bubt no new
flelds were discoversd. In 1923 Prague had its second oil
boowm, with the discovery of oil on the Leader Ranch, fifteen
miles north of Prague. The ranch was owned by M. Blumenthal,
owner of Prague's leading drygoods store.49

The blg Wewoka oll fleld cawe in in 1923. This field is
forty miles from Prague but it was connected to the Stroud
field by a highwéy that ran through Prague and caused the town
to share in the activity.so -

The development of the Earlsbﬁﬁrough 0il field reached
its peak in 1926 eand was thie next boom to alffect the 1little -
town of Prague. Earlsbourough 1s thirty miles from Prague,
but agein the traffié from the booming fleld cawme through
Prague bringing 1lts golden.harvest.51

The Cromwell-Seminole oll flelds were brought in in 1927.
As a result, one of the largest fields 1n the state was approx-
imately twenty miles straight south of Prague. Again, the oil
fever ren high in the 1ittle town, bubt still no oll was dig-

covered in the lmmediste vieinity of Prague.o2

481he Prague News, October 15, 1915.

49Prague Hews Record, May 10, 1923.

O1bid., May 23, 1923.

Slipsd., May 30, 1926.

521pid., July 20, 1927.

e ———
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Phe location of the Stroud-Key TWest oil field twenty milea\W;
| to the north, Paden, nine miles to the east, Cromwell-Zeminole
pool, Ltwenbty miles south, and Willsetta, ten miles to the west,
gives Prague an excellent location for trade with the boomlng
fields without experiencing the worst features of an oil boom.93
The last oll development to affect Pragus vitally came in
1831 during the depression deys and eased the lmpact of unen-
ployument on this community. This fleld is the closest of all
the fields to Pragus as 1t lles Just outside the southern city
limitse. Thus Prague has benefitted greatly from oll but has

never had a firsbt class boom of its own.o%

~ "
83

Thid., August 1, 1925.
O4p, T, Towszr, Interview, July 15, 1947.



CHAPTER III
ECOHOMIC DEVELOPLENT OF TIHE PRAGUE

COMMUNITY FROM 1920 TOC 1948

The depreasion of 1929 to 1930 dealt the Prague larmer a
much hgavier blow than the Prague business men and laborers.
The smell oil fleld opened south of towan in 1931 eased the
business strain and furnished unexpected jobs for unemployed
laborers, but virtually nothing would help the low prices of
agriculfural products, and many farmers were forced into bank-
ruptey and lost their farma.l

The btown tried to case bthe pressure of the depression and
encourage agriculbture by introducing vocabional agriculture
into the hlgh school in 1930.- Prague had ibs first fair,

July 11, 1929, and opened the district fair on Sepbember 30
of the following year.?2 |

The severity of the agricultural depression was best evi-
denced by the number of wortgage forseclosures and the voluntary
sale of many small farms. The Union Cotbton 011 Company bought
a great deal of land from bankrupt and discouraged farmers; as
did J. J. Klsbzuba and Parks Brothers illardware Company. These
thrifty and comsunity-minded citizens knew that much of the
buslness activity of Prague depended upon agriculbture, so they

were determined to gsave the agrlecultural wealth for the town.o

1Prague News Record, March 14, 1934.

2Ibid., September 1, 1930.

%R, T. Tower, Interview, September 1, 1930.



#With the depression the small farm and farumer 1afgely
disappeared around Prague and in thelr place came The large
ranch.4

Le Pe Wilson of the Pirst Hational Bank now owns a fif-
teen thiousand scre ranch south of Prague that was once small
farms. Roy Parks, presideant of Parks Brothers Hardware Store
and Puneral Home, owns g twenty thousand ascre ranch east of
Prague, The Union Cotton 011l Company owns bten thousand acres
in farm land, while J. J. £labguba Estates owns twelve thou-
sand acres of farm land. Other Prague business men own lesser
amounts of land, but Thelr holdings are stlll large. The latest
sclentific methods are uged on these large farms in raising
erops. ALl of them ralge large herds of pure bred cattle, and
utilize strip cropping, eontour plowing, cover crops, land
testing, commercial lertilizer, grecn fertilizer and terracing
of all land, including pasturs lands. o once agoin agriculture
is a profitable business around Prague.

Peanuts have been substituted for cotton as a major crop.
The growing and harvesting of pecans, a native wild product,
hes greatly added to the income; but the basic crop under hetﬁ;
new farm progrem 1s catitle. The boll weevil menace was never
beaten, and cotton productiion has fallen off until it is ﬂo

longer a major industry in the Prague community in 1948.9

AThe appearance of the boll weevll and low farm prices
brought this about. R. T. Tower and Roy Parks, Inbterview,
July 22, 1947.

s

Le Pe Wilson, George Jepsen, and K. T. Tower, Interview,
July 25, 1947.
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The oil business around Prague remained static frowm 1931
to 1946, There was, however, somé wildcabt drilling going on
all of the btime. Seismographic geologlcal surveys were boing
made of the land practically every year. Some new leaslng was
going on, and most of the old leases were kept up, bubt there
was no greast oil activity during this ehtire period. The leas-
ing, for example, in the 1920's before the depression was
seldom below $12 per =cre. 1t ranged from that figure to $100
per ascre for five year leases on land for oll purpeses. From
1930 to 1946 the éverage lease price was $5 per acre for old
leases, and very few new leases were being taken.®

In 1946 a new fleld was dlscovered southeast of Prague
some three and a half milesg. Thig field has produced some
gushers and is gradually spreading north and northwest from
the original discovery well. Leasing sctivity has increased -
and leases now range from §b5 to {75 per acrs depending on the
location from the new Cleld.’ |

The town of Prague has sbarted =z new building period
since 1946 partly because of the returning veterans from VWorld
War II and partly from the new oil bootm. S

A comparison of Prague's business establishments in 1928
end 1948 will give some idea of thisg business incresse. In

1928 Prague had the following businegs houses: thres cotton

SE. B. Long, Interview, August 1, 1947.
7R. T. Tower, Intervicw, June 5, 1948.

BIdem.
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gins; Union Cotton (1l Company; a modern ilce plant; three banks;
four hotels; one hospltal; one grist mill; two theaters; a
bottling works; telephone plant; one wholesale grocery; two
lumber yards. The éity owns and operates 1tes own water mnd
light plant. It also owns a sewer aystem with a disposal plant
large enough for a cilty of filve thousand inhabitants. Vater
wells furnish water from a depth of Live hundred feet. The
ciby owng a modern motorized fire departwent. It also main-
tains & munieipal and tourist park. The bLown hag twenty-one
blocks of paved streets and gix blocks of white way lighting.g
In 1948 Prague has the following lineup of business houses:
six large modern grocery and markets; two banks; one novle
theater; eight garages and motor carveﬁtabliShment; severn
filling stations besides the garages; three wholesale gasoline
dealers; one wholesale grocery company; the Union Cotbon 01l
Company; two cotbton gins; three drygoods stores; two variety
stores; a leather smith; two shoe shops; Ltwo modern auboe
tourlst courts; two large help«your-self laundries; btwo grist
millg; one modern food locker plant; Greer's Office Bullding,
modern, air conditloned; three hardware and furniture stores
2ll large, well egulpped; one modern funeral home; one novelty
manufacturing plant; one wreath manufacturing plant; two drug
stores; two wholesale agutonmobile parts establlshuments; four
new residential additlions; eight churches; twe schicol buildings;

one communlty bullding; one modern clity hall and jall; a phote

Yo,
@

rrague News hecord, Aupgust 28, 1926.




studlo; one modern elght bed hospital; modern ice plant; three
farm produce houses; five cafes; one cleaning and pressing
establishment; seven homes of fhe 30,000 variebty; sevenby-
five homes of the {5,000 and above variety; 40 blocks of paved
streets; 6 blocks of white way lightlng; a mmielpal library:
a municipally owned park and goll courss. A new alr fleld and

swlmming pool are in the making 1in 1948.,1°

1Ouowara Tope, Interview, June 10, 1948.



CHAPTER 1V
CULTURAL DEVELOPMERT OF THE

TOWW OF PRAGUE FROM 1902 T0 1948

To be progréssive o town must have good schools and Prague
feels that it has the best to offer in this department;f The
first school ?rague had was located in bthe old Bohemlan Hall
in the south part of ?rague.l

In 1904 the land was given bto the school district of
Prague by Herman Josey, agent lor the townsite coupany, for
a school bullding. The bullding was staried 1n 1904 and was
built directly across the street from where the grade school
stands today.?®

Two hundred and thirbty puplls were enrolled in Prague
gchool in 1905. They were under the leadership of érjé.fk”(
Linchide, the present president of Bast Central Stabte Teachers
College at Ada, Qilshoma, as principal. Ii. A. Shotwell was
the superinténdent of schoolg. The faculty was nmade up of
Mrss J+ Scudler, MHiss Elsle Vaughn, Hiss Hamie Lowe, and
1lss Cora Kennedy.3

Prague entered the first Lincoln County track, field, and
fine arts meet at Chandler, Oklahoma 1in 1905. OQOtto Weathers
ran the one hundred yard dashi bubt wes defeated. He was the

only sthletlie entry from Prague that year. In the meet Chandlsr

lgilen whitmore liobacher, Interview, August 5, 1945.
zPragua News, February 4, 1904.

SPrague News, Sepbember 18, 1905.
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won Tirst, Carney was second, and Agra, third. In the fine

arts division Edna Xennedy won the recltaticn division. ier

reading was: "It Takes a Man bto be Brave." Cora Gaséy won the
division in debatinge. The debate topic was: "Resolve that the
15th Amendwent bto the Constitublon of the U. S. is falr and
just.¥ Doth these girls wers very capable in their fields
acecording to the Prague News.?

Fourteen pupils graduated from the elghth grade in 1905.
They were Howard Riddle, Insley Darbour, Grace Kennedy, Edna
Kennedy, Avls Barbour, Robert and Jes Harrig, Zarl Dawkins,
0llle Parkhurst, Ellen Whitwmore, Carl Shannon, and Herman
Grive g9

‘ 27

A high school was started 1n 1906.6 1r. LinchIed and
¥r. Shotwsll served Prague's school from the date of its
first organizstion in 1902 to 1009 whon they were succeeded
by A. H. Burris.’

The first year Prague schools were ever able to offer
work covering a full twelve year's program, wlth sixteen
credits of fered for graduation, was in 1009.8

The followlng curriculum was offered in the high school

in 1909

4Prague Hews, April 6, 1900.
®Ibid., June 1, 1905,
Ibid., August 9, 1906.
7Ivid., August 12, 1909.
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Freshnen Sophomores
l. Iatin i 1. Caoesar
2. Algebra I 2 Algebra II
5. Physical Ceography 3+ Flone Jeometry
4, lodern History I 4. Vodern Higtory I
5« ihetorie Se  Arithmetlc
6. Arithmetic 6. Crammer

[ 4

Ve CGrammar

Junlor-ZSenior Together

1. Cicero
2« Composibte Algebra
S« Solld Geomebtry
4. American History
S+« English History X
6+ snheboric e
Prague High gchool began to play fooivall in 1915 and
fielded its Tfinest team In 191%7. Thig team was undefeated in
regular season play and losgt only to Horman in an unofficlal
state championghlp playefl game. The town has always been
strong for athletics, but has been Toolball conseclous since
1917,3°
e town of Prague had an orgumnized gondlot baseball tean
ag early as 1902. It conbinued to fleld a ball team uabil 1930
which enjoyed the contlnued support of the Lown and ﬂnmﬂunity.ll
Praguets most 1llustricus sthlete was Jim Thorpe, the
old Carliisle Indian School pgreab. Thorpe, considered by many
experts to be the grealbest athlete of all time, got his start

in the Prague cormmumnlty. He was born and reared on the Thorpe

91dem.

10Baxter Davis, a member of 1917 Leem, Interview, July 15,
1945,

llN A - -
ewspaper Flles of Prague llewsg and Prague Hews Record,
1902-1930.




allotment eight miles south of Prague. He attended the Sac
and Fox Indian School at the agency fifteen mileg north of
Prague untlil he went bo Carlisle Indian School where he won
his fame. Thorpe at Carlisle ran the 100 yard dash in 10
seconds flat, high jumped 6 feet & inch, pubt the ghot 42 feelb,
and threw the dlscus 125 feet. He wns also good enough to play
professional baseball; he later played with the New York Giants.
Football was Thorpe's greatest game. He was nawmed on Walter
Campls All-fmerican teams in 1¥ll and 1912. 1In the 1912 Olym-
pic Games he won both the pentathlon and‘dscathlon events.
After dolng this, the Amateur Abthletlc Union accused Thorpe
of being a professional athlete because he had played summer
baseball for 25 per month. Thls ruined his smateur sbanding
and hig medals were taken from him. A. H. ¥hislander, a Swe-
dlish athlete, who had run sccond to Thorpe in the 1812 Olymple
Cames was glven his medals. This fine Swedlsh athlete refused
to take Thorpe's medals, saylng that they belonged to a better
man . +2

The Prague schools have been strong in the fine arts ever
since thelir founding. The Hohemlans in the town love music,
singing, and dancling. The Prague schools have slways had a
strong music curriculum both in instrumental and vocal music.
Gontfibuting greatly to the musical training of the town have
bgen ir. and Hrs. George Eret, operators of Prague's music

store and private teachers of stringed instruments. For years

12shawnee News, December 16, 1943.
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Eret was the director of the Prague Town Band, an instibution
that was started in 1904 and continued until 1935.13

Ceorge and Emily Sadlo, the son and daughter of C. I
Sadlo, a ballor in Prague since 1906 and origlnally from Frague,
Czechoalovakia, have won fame for themselves in teachlng of
music in the publlc schools of Oklahoma.l4

¥irs. Ve Be Haws in 1926 introduced the (zechoslovakian
folk dances into the school. IFrom 19286 through 1930 under
¥Mrs. Co Q. Moore, the Prague folk dancers bullt up the repu-
tatlon of being the best 1n the state, in Czech folk daences.ld

In the Iield of art, a Prague girl, iliss Olinky Hardy,
1s considered one of the best interior decorators in the nid
west.10

A. He Burris served as superintendent of the Prague schools
from 1800 to 1915+ He was suceesded by 3. F. Thompson who
gerved Irom 1l91l5 through 1917. R« G. Marshall was supsrinten-
dent from 1918 through 1920 P, H. Snyder served during 1921
and 1922. He was succeeded by He C. larshall again in 1923,
and he In turn was succeceded by V., B. Hawes iz 1824, From
1924 to 27 lir. Hawes served as superintendent. He was guc-
ceeded by . E. Burk in 192%. In 1928 C. 0. lioore bhecaus

superintendent and remained In this office until he was suc-

135,
14

Be Herring and George Zret, Interview, July 10, 1947.

Prague News [Record, lNay 10, 1929.

15Prague News Record, Xay 10, 192i.
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ceeded by A. B. Herring in 1930. Hr. Herring served the Prague
schocls from 1930 to 1943 when he was succeeded by Walter FPlelds
wno 1s stlll superintendent in 1948,17

The Prsgue Grade School bullding was bullt in 1907 and
1s still in wuse., The Prague High School building was built
in 1815. It was declared unsafe in 1927, and school was held
in the churches of the town for five months,l8

The top story of the old high school was torn down in 1928
and a new gouth wing was added to the building. This structure
still serves as the present high school bullding. 19

In 1932 the people of Prague built Their first gymmasium.
It was bullt by the town and is uged and gpoken of 23 a com-
munity building., This gre~tly alided ths school's physical
education program.20

In 1935 Prague begsn to operate school bussese. The number
of students in High School incroeased from 100 in 1934 to 250
in 1935. The number of teachers in High School increased from
four to nine. The system operated three school busses. On
was owned by the dlstrict; the other two were privastely owned

and worked on a contrach.sl

175, B. Herring, Ellen Mobacher, and Franels Patton,
Interview, April 6, 1944.

RES - . e
Prague licws Record, Hovember 5, 1827.

IQA. 2s Herring, Interviesw, July 10, 1947.

QOEPague Hews fiscord, Ocltober 10, 1932.

21 o ex . e a
Annual Statistlical Heport of Prague Public Schools, 1941-42.
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The curriculum has been expanded to ilnclude typing, short-
hand, bookkeeplng, band, vocabtional agriculture, vocatlional
home economics, and public speaking.gg

In 1944 a junior high school was sgbtarted in connection
with the senlor high school. This gives‘the Prague school
system a modern six, three, three division of public schools. <o

The churches of Prague have an interesting history. The
first church services were held 1n Frague by the ifethodist
Eplscopal Church, South in 1903 in the old school house.2%

The first church built in Prague was on "A" avenue sast
of the Arlington hotel. It was a Hebhicdist Episcopal church,
South, but with rare generosity 1t was agreed all denomlnations
could use the building for worship. The church was bullt in
1904, and Rev. J« A. Pool was appointed pastor of the church
on a half-tilwme basis, with Okewmah, by the Annual Conference
of the Methodlst Church, South, January 283, 1904.29

The Catholle congregabtion built the second church building
in the Prague community. The church was completed lNarch 2,
1805.26 This bullding served as a house of worship until 1918
when a tornado completely destroyed it. A second bullding,

8tlll in use, was erected in 19192. A parsonage to house a

22 ankian f -~ . e
Sent Dépgéicazfog forvé?Ftegi?ing, Prague High School, 1942,
pt. of ucation, Capitol Bullding, Oklahoma City, Oklehoma.
o
Wi T T 3 N 3. : o - !
““walter Plelds, Interview, September L, 1944

b i Sl 3
2irs. Junia Hosth Joncs, Notes P
irge & Heatn dones, Notes on Prague, 1947, p. 4.
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BmPragué Yews, March 15, 1905.
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resident priest was added in 1925. Under the leadership of
Rev, ¥ric Beevers this church has become one of the leading
religlous forces in Prague. Its membership is largely made up

of Bohemlan groups which comprise approximately thirty percent

of the town's populatilon.<’ —t

The Methodisgt Eplscopal Church, FNorth, sxtended its ac-
tivities to Prague in 1905, Rev. . E. Hiley was appointed
pastor on a part-time basis. He held services two Sundays
each month at Prague, and two services each month at Choctaw,
Oklahoma. The Horthern snd Scuthern Methodlists usged the same
bullding for a number of years and finslly united thelir cmnérea
gations in 1912. 28

In 1926 the Methodlst Eplscopal Church began the construc-
tion of a beautiful new brick bullding on the corner of "A"
Avenue. This churech, of labtest degign, was completed under the
guldance of Reve Jo As Pennington. This is the same bullding
that is in use today.<®

A pipe organ was donated by the Barbour estate to the
Methodl st EBplscopal church in 1944. This makes the Wethodist
Episcopal church one of the largest and best equipped churches
in Prague.90

The Methodist Protestant church moved to Prague in 1926

EVJePry Suva, Interview, Sepltember 1, 1944.
2CRev. W. R. McElvany, Interview, June 10, 1930.

ngrague News Record, May 1, 1928.

%OR, T. Tower, Interview, July 10, 1947.
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ffom the country where 1t had previously been active as a rural
church at & place called Shady Grove, some two miles north of
Prague. This group was first organized by Rev. W. R. HcElvany,
a ploneer Methodlst minilster, at Rocky Point School house in
1902, The churech held services at Rocky Point until 1915 when
i1t woved and built a bullding at Shady CGrove. 1In 1920 the
congregation decided to move to Prague and purchasged the bulld-
ing owned by the Presbyterian church. %This congregation oper-
ated as a geparate unlt of Methodlisam until 1944 when it was
united with the Methodist Eplscopal churech,9l

The Presbyterians organized and bullt a church on "A"
avenue, one block east of the present site of Rolling Hospital,
in 1906. George (. Barbour, stockholder in both the First
Hational and First State Banks, was the drlving force behind
this program. Various minlisters of the Presbyterian church
conducted services in Prague from 1806 to 1520 when 1t was
finally decided to disband because of the small and declining
membership of this group. Their building was sold to the
Wethodist Protestant church in 19286.92

The supporters of the Baptist faith bullt their flirst g
church home on Brunson Avenue in 1%06., The congregaﬁiom
originally was quite small, Dut the membership has grown
until at the present time theirs i1s the third largest church .

in Prague. The Bapitlists completed a beautiful brick building

3ly, R. MoElvany, Interview, June 2, 1930.

S%yrs. Hattlie Cheek, Interview, April 5, 1940.
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in 1942 and bought & parsonage in 1946. They are one of Prague's
most active denominations.d®

The Cuhrlstian chureh group was organized, and the first
sefvices held in a frame building on Broadwey in 1915. This
group hasg played en active part in the town's religious life
ever since., The congregabion has alwsys been small, but the
church has always maintained a pastor, even if only on a part-
time basise. The members of this church completed an annex to
their house of worship in 1936 and now have a nice frame build-
ing adequabe for the éhurch's needs.54

The Nazarens church was established 1n Frague in 1928.
Its growth was steady, and the present house of worship was
bullt on "A" avenue in 1942.°99

Thg pregent edifice of the Church of (Christ was builﬁ in
1941 on "A" avenue just across the street from the Hethodist
Péotestaﬂt church.56

The Pentecostal Holiness Cburch was launched in 1945 in
i1tes present home in the west part of Prague and is steadlly
growing.o!

. 4s is the case with many smail Americen communities, the

churches play 8 vital role in the moral life of the communitye.

S34. E. Long, Interview, Julyilz, 1947

34Bruce Duncan,Interview, July 11, 1947.
g, T, Tower, Interview, July 10, 1947.
56p, u. Schubert, Intervisw, August 1, 1947.

TR, T. Tower, Interview, July 10, 1847.
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To be progressive, a town must bhave a good newspaper and
Prague 1s no exceptlon. The Tlrst newspaper was prinbted
July 24, 1902, virtually as soon as the town was founded. The
neme of the newspaper was the FPrague lews and 1t was edited
at first by #. N. Hewhouses It was & Lwelve column, four page
paper, Republlican in politics, and it gerved to Dind the town
and communitby together.58

In 1903 a rival newgpaper came into being. It was called
the Prague Pabriot, and was owned by #. N. HMullen. It was also
a twelve column, four page paper and declared 1ltself as inde-
pendent in politics. 1In 1905 ifullen gave thls paper to his
son-in-law, W. S. Overstreet. After a few struggling years
of lean bueiness, Wr. Overstreet sold the paper to 3. 5. Hd-
wards, and the latter continued to publish the paper until
1509. In this year a great ploneer newspaper men, Frank Kip=-
per, came to Frague and bought the Prague Patriot. ir. Nipper
almost immediately changed the name of the paper toc the Prague
Record. lr. Hipper bought out his rival, F. W. Hewhouse, and
the Prague News in 1814, and the two papers were combined under
the nawme of the Prague Record. #ir. Hipper continued to publish§§>
the paper through 191%. During this period the paper was H
printed weekly except for a brief period in 1815, at the height
of Prague's first oll Doom. At that tlme the hopes of the
town's fubture ran high, and ths paper was printed daily. 1In

1219 Nipper sold his paper to De Wald and Falkenstine of

[ N . - .‘A . " .
SClrs. Junia Heath Jones, Interviesw, July 27, 1947. She
1s editor of the Prague Hews Record.
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Hennesgy, Oklabomz. Hrs. Junie Heath Joass bought the paper
from them in 1920 and has been the editor and publisher ever
sinces. Iirs. Jones changed the name of the paper te the Prague

News Hecord in honor of the two ploneer psapers. The Pragus

News Record 1ls a six page, twelve column newspaper, Republican

in politics.39 It 1s considered by many as one of the finest

small town newspapers in Oklahoma today.

S91dem.




CHAPTER ¥

CITY ORGANIZAVION AWD GENERAL DEVELOPE

The town of Prague officially organized 1ts government on
the commigsion plan Wovember 28, 1802. 4s o result of the
elecﬁions held, the first city officials selected were as fol-
lows: ¥, W. Troutman, B. F. Whltmore, snd L. J+ Bond, trustees;
F. ¥N. Wewhouse, city clerk; J. ¥. Johnson, treasurer; C. L.
Claybourn, marshal, and 7. B. Spring, police commisaloner.t

After the election held 1n the fall of 1804 the city
officials were: Jake Hertes, J. W. Hulfman, and H. ¥ Crow,

truzbes

&

g; George Dixon, clby clerk; J. M. Pastusek, Ereasurers
Sherman MclNabb, marshal; A. F. Wood, police comrlssioner; and
Frank Leader, clty A8SESOr. S

The most notavle fact about the esarly political hisbtory of
Prague was the greabt turnover in personnel of the municipal
governzmenbe During this perlod virtually no official served
more bhan one term, and cach election brought to office a new
group of adminlstrators. Not one of the o0ld group of offiecials
was re-clected in 190%. The new offlcials were: Ed Gilroy,

Ly

flatt Thisen, 5. P, ¥Whiltmore, trustees; D. J. Perguson, city
clerk; C. E. Kensey, assessor; &. P. Slover, btreasurer; James
Harris, justice; Fronk ¥iles, marshal. These clty offices are

all electives iarly elections in the town brought lively

e

1Journa1 of the Town Trustees
1902, City Hall, Prague, Oklshoma.

zPraguﬁ News, July 10, 1905.

JE»S:, 4“305 I’ Deceiﬁue_ﬁ lg,
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controversy among the citizens ol Pragus. The degree of heat
geﬁerated in these elections is strikingly shown in the Prague
News. Many of its issues are fllled with political adveritlsing
and specches which reflected the active campalgning for city
offices.®

Prague continued to adhere to the covmaission plan of city
government until 1927 when the mayor-councll type of clby
government was adopted.4

iuch of the credit for the political sbtablility and pro-
gress of the town can be glven Lo the capable lesderchlp of
two men. The first wag the ploneer merchant and trustee, B. F.
Whitmore; the second was Prague's firgt mayor, the railroader
and banksr, H. W. Hartman. The careful and capable guidence

of these men alded greatly the develeopment of Prague into the

5

beautiful, thrifty, little community that 1t is tadayasiﬂaﬁﬁ
From January 5, 1203 to June 18, 1906, the town of Efague
grew very rapldly. The census report for 1007 showa the pop~
ulation of Prague to be 998.5 This is an incrsase of 308
persong over the census report of 190Z which gave the Prague

populaticn as 600 pae@le.7

SPragzue News, February 18, 18907.

&

Przgue Mews Record, February 6, 1927.

o]

=
“Prague fews Record, April 14, 1927.

L
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VYinirteenth Census of the United States Taken in the Year
1910. Populatlon, Department of Comaerce, Bureal of Census, 1V
Volumes 1915-14. Washingbon: CGovernment Printing Offiece, 1913.
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In 1916 Prague had developed into a town of 1468 persans.a

According

Ll

to offlcial census returns, Prague’s population
remained near the 1816 figure untll comparatively rscent times.
However, the populatlion lss varied from time to time accordlng
to uncfiicial counts and ectinmates. In 1920 the offlicial vop-
ulation was gtlll 1489 bub the wnoflfieclal population, according

to the Frague News Record, wag over 2000 persona. This figure

renalned virtually consbant until 1946 whien Prague developed
its post-war boom. The unofficlal population figure in 1947
was quoted at 3,500 persons.?

Prague in 1923 wags in the midst of a campaizn for good

o

This

roads. trend has been paramount during the entire history

~of the town. The town cooperated with its old rival, (handler,

el
)

cand succeeded in having the Ozark Trall, one of the first good

»

roads connectling Cklalioma

-

City and Tulsa, routed through Prague
L) rey [ l(..)
in September, 1923.
The good roads fight carried over into 1924 when Prague
and Chandler were trylng te float a {990,000 bond lssue to
improve the local roads in Lincoln Countye. On two different
occaslons during this year the msasure was submitted to the

people. - On both occasions 1t failled, although Pragne voted

Spourteenth Census of the United States Taken in the Year
1920. Population, De%artment of Commerce, Bureau of Census,
IV Voiuwmes 1921-23. UYashingbon: Governuent “rLﬂJinﬁ 0ffice, 1l922.

e . T L -
“Mrs. Junia Heath Jones, Interview, June 20, 1948.

lg?fague dews Record, Sepbemoer 23, 1923.




favorably for the issue both btimes.tl

A newly consbructed bridge over the Northn Canadian River
wag opened to traffic in 1924. This greatly increased Prague's
trade territory for it made it the closest shipping and trading
polnt for the farmers of a large area south of the Canadian
River.12

Prague began the first orgsnlzed movement to beconme mod-
ernized in 1925 when the town was asked to assume 30,000 in
bonds to put in a new water system and a sewage disposal plank.
The water bonds carried In the first electlon, but the sewer
bonds lost.ld The sewer bonds carried in the second election,
and Prague bullt its modern sewer system and disposal plant
in 1926.14 |

The main gtreet of Prague was paved in 1226 as part of the
modernization program.lS

The north-south road was rebullt and widened at this time.
However, it did not have a hard surface until 1932. Thls is
the road that connects the Seminole and Stroud oil flelds thatb
were booming at this time.l0

Prague contlnued its modernizatlon program in 1927 when

1l1pid., July 24, 1924.

121bid., August 10, 1924.
1310id., Jenuary 15, 1925.
l41pia., August 18, 1926.
1°1bid., December 1, 1926.

181pid., January 5, 1927.
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the eity bullt its first white way lighting systems AL the
same time, the town wss also piped for the use of natural gase.

This made Prague a complectely modern 1little city, as far as
17

P

T

public luprovements and public services were concernede

Interesbed citizens of Prague also started a cemetery
besutification program. This program was carried on until
Prague hag what is thought by many to be one of the most
beautiful cemeterles of any small town in the state.t®

Civiec activity has always played an important part in the
life of the town since its first commerclal club was formed in
1907. In 1927 a Junior Chamber of Commerce was formed with
one hundred mewmberss Thls body hag become one of the most
active groups for the betbterment of the commmity .19

Barta Avenue was paved in 1927 from the east gide of
Prague to the rallrosd underpass west of towm. This gave the
clty twenity-one blocks of paved streets. 20

Dre. J. &. Rollins moved to Prague from Paden in 1927 and
establl shed Hollins Hospitsl. Thig is Prague’s only hospital.
It is claimed that Hollins Hospital is one of the test small
hospitals in the state.gl

A wholesale grocery business came to Prague in 1928. This

buginess was moved to Prague from Okemsh, the county seat of

171bid., Jenuary 5, 1927.
lgDaily Qklahoman, September 11, 19355.

19Prague Fews Reccrd, April 13, 1927.

201p14., May 18, 1927.
®livid., June 22, 1927.
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Okfuskee County, by Sam Gray and the Streetman brothers. This
busginess grew until it has become one of Prague's largest
business concerns.s2

The man who gulded Prague bthrough all this lmprovement
period and encouraged and @irocted the modermizatlon and beau-
tification program was H. W. Hartmen. Mr. Hartman came tc Prague
from Fte. Smith, Arkensas. He was connected with the Ft. Smith
and Western Rallroad. A public spirited citizen, he served
the commumnity in several official capacitles. He first served
the city az a trustee and later as mayor, after the city had
adopted the mayor council plan of clty governmenbt in 1927. His

ne

3
o

vision, Fforesight, and sound business judgment brought Pra
out of what locked like hopeless indebtedness and gulded her
through her modernizatlon perlcd so coupetently that she man-
aged to emerge both improved and debht free.<d

One of the major problems Tacing the eity lathers, 1n-
cluding Hartman, was the matber of @Péviding adequate public
utilities. PFPrague's water and 1light plant burned iIn 1918 and
the cily was left without electricity for an entire yeer. Large
expendl tures were neccgsary to rebulld the plant. In 1818 the
city voted {45,000 in bonds for this purpose« A short time
later a corntract was made wlth the Oklshoma Power and Trans-
migsion Compeny of Bing, Oklahoma, whereby Prague was to pur-

chagse at wholesale prices electricity for 1ts use. This service

221p1d., Augusht 29, 1928.

25, T, Tower, Interview, July 5, 1247.



was started Janwary 19, 1922.24

In 1927 the Oklahoma Gas and Electric Company of Harrah,
Oklahoma, purchased Lhe pr@perties of the Oklahoma Fower and
Transmission Company, and built thelr lines to Lambdin, two
miles east of Prague. ¥r. Hartmen and other clty officials
reached an agreement with O. G. and &. that has proved setis-
factory in every respect. They were able to fumish the city
with the desired electric power at reasonable rates. The clty

agreed to buy all its elecbtricity and gas from this company,

glving the latter exelusive rights in supplylng the town with flﬂff

‘electric power and gas. Both parties have been well satigfied
with the agreement. The 0. G. and E., because of thils monopoly
right, sold to the c¢ity at reasonable rates all of the power
and gas 1t could use. From this arrangement the clty has saved
enough money to pay all its debts, and mno clty tax 18 levied.
The clty owns its own distributing plant valued at $50,000.

The rabtes charged have een so reasonable that the consumer

has felt free te use all of these commodities that he needsd.

From the proflts the cibty has accumulated a2 surplus of @42,00@.25

24Journel of the Town Trustees M. 8., Vol. II, 1917 to
1923, Prague Clty Hall.

D5 e ) A mre
2Spinencial Statement of the Town of Prague, 1942, Minutes
of the Town Trustees, 1942, (City Hall, Prague, Oklahowma.



CEAPTER VI

PRAGUE IN WORLD WAR I AWD IX

The town of Prague has been intensely active in both World
Wars. There are some flve hundred Czechs, loraviens, Bohemlians,
and Slavs residing in the vicinity of Prague and thelr animosity
toward CGermeny and Augbria has been and 1s still intense .t

Thege forelgn born people that others in Prague refer to
simply as "Czechs® are so close to the old country and its
problems that any flare-up of bitterness and strife in BEurope
is reflecbed in Praguss Thlg is understandable when we remember
that many of these people are just a few years away from thelr
homeland, snd many of them still have near relatives living
there. As an example of the c¢losgse tles, one could point %o
the following persong and how they.can divide publlic opinion
in a communiby.

Ce ¥. Sadlo came to Oklahoma in 1889 from Bohemia to
egcape bwelve ysarsvof military service under the Austrian
Hapsburgs. ie has a sister living near Prague, Czechoslovakia,
today. WMr. Sadlo was g leader of Prague (Oklahoma) Bohemisns
in both World Warg.®
Mike Mitacek came to Prague, Oklahoma in 1910 from Dohemla

and started in the town sg s shoemaker. He hag a blind and

aged mother in the Sudentenland. This wmother and her family

Lprague News Record, April 5, 1938.

gldem.
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have guffered grestly first under Austria, then Germany .o
0. B. Blumel came to Prapgue from Austria in 1905. He
set up a harness shop in Prague when he was nineteen years
old. Hig relatives are all in Austria. His sympathles are
naturally wlth &ustria.?
red Heinzlg came to Amgrlba in 1905 frow Germany and

bought a farm in the old Sac and Fox Indlan Reserve. Re wa

3

the head of a Germen colony that settled on the rien Tarming
land north of Prague. All hls relatives:are in Germany; and
consequently his interest is in the German people.

With this ecross section of feeling in the Prague commmnm-~
ity feeling naturally ran high in Prague during 1916-18. The
Czechs ountnumbered the CGermans aboubt ten to one so the general
trend of feeling was in support of the Allles. The CGerman
sympathlzers were very conildent of the success of CGermany in
the early part of World War L. Fist fights and near riotbs,
causged LYy bitterness of feelling among forelgn-born res 1dents,
were common in rpﬂ~ue.6

As the War moved on into 1917, the Irish and Enzlish grougs
around Prague gradually became more active supporters of the

war agailnst Germeny. It became Increasingly dengerous to

volce pro-Uerman gympathiese« There were two cases of ar
STdem.

40klahoma City Times, December 24, 1944.
SFritz Helnzig, Interview, July 10, 15453.

%K. 7. Tower snd Fritz Helnzlg, Interview, July 10, 1945.
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lyaching in the Prague commmity over the sxpression of sentiment
favorable boe bthe cause of the Central Fowers. After these inel-
dents ths pro-Uerman groups were more reserved in thelr public
utterance, knowing they were hopelessly outnumbered in the
cammunity‘v

There was intense patriotism on the part of the Iohemlans,
Irish, and EZnglish groups around Prague after the United States
entered the war in April, 1817. The 1ittle community sent one
hundred and eleven men to gerve in the armed forces in Vorld
War I.8

Of the one hundred and eleven men in service, only one
wae kllled in achbion. He was Bdward Walla, a young Bohemisan
farm boy. He wasg killed by shrapnel in the Battle of the
lMeuse-Argonne Forest when a shell exploded directly over nim.
Hls remalns were sent home in 1920 for Prague's ounly World
War I Military funeral. &Slance he wasg the only Prague boy

killed in action, the American Leglon Fost was named for him
It is called the Bdward Walls Pogt iumber 11.9
& memorisl service in honor of sll the war dead ls neld

each year. It 1s conducted with militery ceremony by the

e

Imerican Legion FPost and has boecome a major occaszion in the
commmunl ty. TYhere have been as many as four thousand persons

sathered at tnp Prague cemetery for one of these serviceg.tO

TR T Tower, Interview, July 21, 1947.

”Bﬂa cue kiews Record, December £8, 1218,

9. - . C e
Prague News Record, Deceomber 15, 1983,

1OIdeme



The Red Cross and Salvation Army were acbive ln Prague
during World War I. The ladies of the commualty formed sewing
and knltting groups to work for the men in uniform. The
churches held many special gervices and prayer meebtings for the
boys overseas. The town over-subscribed every wer loan. The
-regidents bought Liberty Bonds, and observed wheatless and
meatless days. Looking at the cammunity“asla whole during
World War I, there was a general feellng of both patriotism
and sadness coupled with bitter hatred agalnst the Germans and
Austrians in ?rague.ll

A higher degree of patriotliam prevalled in the Prague
commmity during the second World War. With 1t went a uniby
of public opinion that was not noticeable during wcrld War T.
I any Prague citizen harbored pro=German sympabthiecs hé kept

thewm strictly to himself. There was no wild shoubing

gs flag
waving, or flst fighting such as had characterized World @év I
in Prague. There wasg rabther a grimness of determination to
.complete a necessary but unpleasant task.12

Feeling ran high smong the Czech population of Pragsue in
1938 on the occaglon of the Germans' invaslon of Czechoslovakia.
The Prague Czechsg hoped that thelr relations in central Hurope
would fight CGermany. They denounced Germany and also criti-
clzed Great Britain for trying to appease Hitler. DBoth Czech

lodges, the Z.CeB.J. and the Sokol groups sent protests to the

1lR. 7. Tower, Interview, July 30, 1947.
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British government denouncing thelr desertlon of Czechoslovakia.td

G. ¥. Sadlo, the head of the Sokol C(lub, a nabtional gym~
nagtic organization, was particulerly open and bitber in his
denunciation of Hitler for taking ovsr his homeland. He was
equally critical of Creat Britsin for shandoning Czechoslova-
kia.l4

Frank Kucera, head of the Z.0.B.J. Lodge, a fraternal in-
surance organization, was egually critical of both Hitler and
Britain. %Yhese two Prague Czech leaders hoped that the United
States wouid intervene to save their homeland in 1938.15

then war came to thils country In 1041 every pnase of life

in Prague reflected an intense loyalty. Red Cross sewlng and

knitting groups met each Honday afterncon and worked far into
the night all durlng the war. Another group met dally from
1943 until the end of the war to roll bandagss and pack med-
ical SM@QIies for the Red Cross. The local U.S5.0. furmilshed
each draftee or enlisbed men with a kit of helpful articleg.lf
The town of Prague, as in the [irst war, over-subseribed .

in every war bond drive during the econflict. Stamps were sold
in the school, and the entire school system was actively en-
gaged in helping bthe war effort. The town also went over the

top in all scrap mstal, scrap rubber, and paper drives made

Reny. T - o » 2]
13pplea Tribune, Harch 20, 1933.
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during the war. PFata were saved religlously during the entire

period. 7There was 1llttle guarreling or complalning In Frague

over war shoriages. DBveryone seened to think these were nec-

)

egsary inconvenlences 1n the grim fight agalngt the btotalltar-

ian powers. Seventy people from the Pragus community at one

&

bime were working for the Douplas Alrcraft Company in Oklahowma

Cilty. Thsese people contlnued to reside in Prague end drove

gircraft plente This factory bullt the famous
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C~4% transport plane, snd later the A-26 fighter bomber. Forty
more Prague workers found employment at Tinker Fleld near
Oklahoma City. This field was a base for overhsuling the
war-weary planes, esgpeclally B-29 bombers, before returning
them to combat service.bt?

In addltion to these actlivities Prague and the surrounding
corpmni by had some five hundred men and women 1ln the military
forces during World War IL. Of this group f. B. Herring, JP,;
Ba Krotual, and Frank Mastena were %1lled in action. Jamesg
Trent, Jr., snd Carl Cooper were sgericusly wounded but recov-
ered.td

Looking back upon the years of strife, Prague should be,
and 1s, justly proud of her war record. She has nothing bub
pralsgse and reverence in her thoughts for those who gave their

llves for their country.lg
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CHAPTER VII
THE STATUS OF PRAGUE TODAY

The present city of Prague, Oklshioma, has experlenced a
steady growth since its founding. The town first depended
primarily upon cotton farming for its basle achbivity. This
period continued wntil 1928 when the boll weevil destroyed
the cotbon industry. 011 played a minor part in the growth of
the community as did bthe railroad, but the main facbor con-
tributing to the growth of the Prague commwunlity has been the
clvic-mindedness and Toresight of 1bts leaders. As long as
Prague leaders contlnue to bDe ungeliish In their efforts to
make the town better, rrague sghounld continue to grow.l

It is true that the town faces meny major problems. One,
if nobt two of them, have been met and conquered. The loss of
the cobton growing industry was a major blow to the economic
prosperity of the town. 1In fact, 1t had provided for years
the 1ife blood of the community. This difficulty has been
met and overcome with the shift from small cotton farms to
large bonamza farms or ranches, and the c¢hift from cotton to
peanubs, pecans, and cattle as a basic crop. Thig sconomic
change carried with 1t & major soclal change alsc, but the
ccmmunity haa met and overcome this very great obstacle. The
second greabt handicap has only been partially solwved. This
was the loss of the rallroad. Prague was deallt a major blow

with the loss of the Pb. 8mith and Western Rallroads Trange

L. W Hartman, Interview, June 12, 1845.
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portation was, and ig, Aifficult. Of course, passenger tral-
fie is well taken care of by private aubomoblles and busses.
However, the freighting problem ls more difficult to solive.
Truck lines are taking care of the freighting business, to be
sure, bub trucks do not yet handle frelgnt, particularly heavy,
vulky commbditias, as chesply as did the rallroad. Because
this 1s true, the cost of living 1s higher in Prague than In
towns that are on the rellroad. The transportation of heavy
loads for any industry is a major difficulty for Prague.”

I’ a modern commanity is o grosper, some Gype of industry
must be attracted to the town to furnish employment for the
menbers of the community. I jobs are not available, the
youthh ig forced to leave the community to find employment
elgewhere. This will lead to the eventual death of a com-
munitys. Without a rallroad it is Inecreasingly hard to induce
even small industry to move into a town. Prague hag the Union
Cotton 01l Company, The Novelty Manufacturing sheop, ané a
Yireath Hanufscburing Flant, bubt thls ia not enough to induce
more people to move inbo the town. TPragwe definitely needs
more Iindustry to develop a balanced econoumy. If she can atbract
it or start 1t nerself she will continue to grow. If not, she
may decline and gradually sssume the shatus of a8 small Inland
country village.5

A more progresslve attitude seema to be needed as far as

2Tdem.
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the matter of improvements lg concerned. LIt is notavle ﬁhat
the civic leaders during rscent years have nob Iought too
strenuously to force certain badly needed improvementg. Frague
needs wmore recreatlonal facilities for its young pecople. The
community needs a swilmulng pool, a sunicipally owned park,
tennis courts, a well-equipped and attractive softball field,
a larger public library with a reading room, and an active
racreational‘program that will take care of the entire com-
manity, the youth, end the adult as well. Prague provably
needs an alr field with concrete runways, and a mod@fﬂ, b
tractive alr depot. Small industries should be sgougnt and

their owners sold on the possibilities of locating in Pra;

=l
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If the civlie leaders of the town see this need and do something
about it, Prague will continue to grow and prosper. I notl,
she 1s likely to slip backward and vecome a small country

village.%

*Idem.
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