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I 

DISCUSSIO 01' THE f 0 ND E PLA!i 

The in purpo e of thi :study is to discover th i-elative adequacy 

o th cuidan.c p roc dure practiced in th high school o · Pot au. Okl ., 

and to analys t he 'inding to discover ay d e e of improving guidane-e 

pr ctio a a at toward 1 rovin~ th total educational progr of the 

achool . It 1a propoae.d her to survey the guidance procedurea uaed. to 

diaeov r the gen r l ttitude of the toachin.g t ft t ward idanoe, and. to 

locate student ~roblems th t the progre ot the school igbt h•lp to aolve. 

A riCCUUi pro es pri e in b•ing bera or ad oor tic 

--
e.tion, but 1n pra.o-tioe we have narrow nae of d ooraoy. e•ar a 

de ocratic ven-0er over n autocratic b e that es ua app ar ridiouloualy 

inoo 1st nt to our int rnati nal neighbors . ,e y be professing ocracy 

beca & i 1s an erio tradition, r th r th n beoauae it is a fum1m!!1ontal 

philo ophy delib rtt ly acce te by ua. t nd to b paaaiTely d ocratic 

in t ad of yo ically and unotionally so . 

raocracy hould an or then the right to vote . The ord impliea 

• wq of li.1 • a . aide in all aapecta o living. It aseu a that ea-ch 

individual ha:s value that e ch has equ 1 rights o d 'Velop these valu a 

t o t."'le ulb t extent throu h t :school and at h r ooial a. nc ea. c ain 

At beat , democracy is a oo1al i eal ich gov rn group livin an is 
b on t • dignity., worth and un1qu n$• o each peraon. a a phil sophy 
ot life group n eavor, d ocracy reoognb a. res eta. an aai g arde 
t ho uniqu•n aa and e r in, in vidu lity o ch individu 1--ohild or 
adUlt. It xpresaea aith in th educat• 1lity of an. irreap•ctive 
ot ge, race or creed. de eratie ideal affir • trie individual'• 
rignt to equel--but ot identieal--opportuniti tor th v lop nt 
of his pot•ntialitiea. inie rity and w 1 are. ot each er ot 
aoci•ty and e int llig nt rec~natructi of the societal pattern are 
he ends aou.ght • •• 



ducatora e best serve de ocracy y incor oratin in o t educational 
pro ha id al• and prinoif?le o the, d oeratic WA¥ ot l · • nly 
a.a childr n live in e de ocratic en iro ent will the aning nd. value 
o · <=racy be built into their . ergent patterns of thinki end 
aoting. l 

If w as teacher• ace pt th above poi t o view and b l1ev th t 

de ocraoy ia a y of li e e wit ive our stud nta opportunity to racttce 

de ocratic living in a de ocratic anviro nt. 

inc• society ia anr-cpangin ,, new demands ar placed continuously 

upo it cit1sen . Our d oeratie indu•tr al aoci ty ia characterised by 

complexity -:,f int re ta and rapidity ot c n e. It. tber for , forcea 

any choice that re un.ll ard of a rew year ago. ·orm rly there wer 

vocations to chooae from,, but today' boya and girls have the ta k of 

choosing trom hundreds of diff'•ront •oeation • 'lo e a wise clioice,, 

each must give careful considerations to hie 011n p .aonality and to all 

a~ects of the m:aey voaationa. It h gen rally • itted that any ople 

a e eervi gin positions for whieh they are not adapted by nature or qu lified 

by education or xperience. ny are prei;aring t 11ael ea for poaitiona 

alretldy over-crowded and few are preparing the elv a to work 'lher ore 

workers are n&eded. It is parent th t OW' odern educ ional pro GS a.re 

not oeting tho induatrl l need r our ocratic aoct.•ty in thie respect 

and tha guide progr a in t s condary achoola can help o corntct 

thia ai .. uation. 

The accial or er 1a changing just aa rapidly as our in ustrial l o and 

1.f t igh school of tod.ey ita oontributia o t sol ion o vital 

probl • of living it u t pr pare ach student to live happily in the pre•ent 

d~ co lox social ord r. Thia l:' reparation for living at devolop in th 

l • ~. Swain. "Cone 
ooracy, fourth I arbook of 

tao Learning ad Te ohing,• eachers for 
John De Society, pp. 114,, 129. -
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The expansion o th cur-rioulum in the secondary aehool has pro't'id d 

for educ tiou l experience 1ch oovers • wide range or h an inter at. t.t 

the f ollo•1 state t auggeata that continuous :reorganization of the 

curricul i but one step in the rltht dir otion. 

he principle of ind! idual guidenc ia tun ental to eny aucoosaf.'ul 
program or youth •d ~tion. lt cuta aoroas and fort1ties all t e other 
prinoiplea of curriculum co atruction. A well org nised curr1eulutll 
serves usefull1 aa general guide to11nrd the lite career to ich eaan 
youth aapires. But 1t i no~ enou to depend upon 111ell-organized 
ooursea or study. hoMver fruitful 'they •Y in th.• attainment of their 
i ediate objectives. Certainly tho are neceaaary for the recognition 
and develop ent of wh teYer abilities may b poaeease by th diff~rent 
youth under a eoura of 1.natrueltion, 'but there 1till remains the difficult 
problem ot connecting youth, h pplly end ~fectively with en cti elite 
in the world of aff&ira outside of the achool . Suecoaa!ully to acco liah 
this eQd ne-ceu1tat•s the &et ing up of' a program of &Uidan.ce. which for 

ach pupil, ia concerned specific lly with his future education 1, 
vocational, recr•ational. aod aoci 1 career. The tir curricul 
ahoul<i be organized around nd contribute to thh progr . of individual 
guidance . failure to pro--vide gui anoa or thia type is probably the 

a est link in present-d. y youth education. 4 

?ossibly a atudy hould b ede in each hir)l aohool to discover ho 

strong th11 wee , link y be. 0 only to be observant to realize that 

ladjua oent exlata extensively ong our c.itiz na. The nns ai::,-ora end 

r dioa ro constantly bringing to us new• o urder. auicid • rokeu ho a,. 

hocele people e:nd disease. Tidence ot al dJust nt y be found in ny 

loo l co unity and in practio lly ev ry ho e t so e ti:ae or other. The 

schools CJan help ao of thia msl dj1.1st ant by training students to think: 

more reliably tltld y provi ing eonaciou ly directed dJ"O\lp d individual 

guidance. 

Survey or th • ucational literature ealin with idence hows th t 

little guid nee occurs in th s eondacy schools unless there i o • type ot 

org_eniz d cuid ce prog,rm and that too f 11 high schools offer such • rvioe. 

4 or1 n Aas c1at1on o S ool A i iatrators,. Yout duoatiou odey,. 
Sixteent f •rbook. pp. 70-71. 



As ha• been add. thlo study represent an att pt to dbcowr the 

relativ adequacy or the guid nee services o.t.fered in the hi 

Poteau. Olcl o , for the school te 1947 and 1948. 

chool ot 

Poteau, t e county • -a.t of L ora County, ia a typiod klaho town, 

~ unde in 1398 and n ed for the uearby Poteau River. Poteau is renoh. 

anlng post, at ke, piller. This town ot approximately 6000 peopl 1a 

looated in valley which lie betwe n the Cavanal an ugar Loaf uatain1. 

Beeauae ot the mounta.inoua terrain, the stre ta of Pote u lfind and dip 

unpredictably d reflect little if y ettentiou to definit direction. 

There 1a only on house in Poteau that baa the distinction of b~ing in line 

withe cardinal point of the c aaa and it ac s du west . 

Tb primary industries of Pot• u are l bering, cotton. r isint, d irying, 

cattle r•isi g tor bee , truck gardening, and coal sining. So. on the two 

railways (the anaas City Southern an the r1aco). the prineip 1 Qatgoin 

bipment ar cotton. cattle, coal, potetoe • and spinach. th city ia 

al•o ser,,iced by the Oklahoma ranaportation COl:l\p ny and a looal flying 

ervice. At th preeent ti e a 30,000 airport improv ent project ia 

under way. onds have beon •oted to erect a county hos pit l in £ oteau in 

th necr uture. 

'l'her;e are ten churchoa in the to1m.. a city library, two we ly 1rape.pera 

end two hoapital • Th r-e are fU't n oh1.o or anhat1ona; auch aa te.ry 

and 1 .. ani1 Cluba. Chamber of Co eroe, Busin•as encl Pro essicmel o ena' 

Club, P ren; - '.l'eac er aaociat1on, •nd th-: like . 

There 11 m area of 85 aorea in th city p rk. ?hia recre t1o al p rk 

t£ords awi iug. tennis. badminton. •nd piQtlic grounds . Space tor other 

activ aport• ia also v•1lable. e youth oen er which ie opened nightly 

o te n • ra is sponsored by t he Buaineaa and - roteaaional omona• Club. 
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Dancing, eerd games, o:miuo s, nd other lea active types ot recre tion 

are av ilable . The baseball p rk and rodeo grounds also ofter reore tional 

opportunities end flood lights evening entert inment poadble. Poteau 

also hae two movi11g picture theaters. 

e r<oteau school system conahte ot a nursery achool, three grad 

achoola, a junior high school, a senior high scb..ool, and a junior oollege. 

t the present tue fifty-tour (54) teeche-ra are e:nploye • and 1$47 students 

are enrolled in th entire achQol ayato • 

The curriculum would. ae to be above a erag for the high schools in 

our et te. The couraea otr re include th cu.to ry e.o dem1e aubjecta Dd 

the following electiv~ul Latin., Sp niah, en.ch, German, art. band, theory 

of music. and choral club. Progra a ar offered. •lao, in the voo tton l 

field• of diatributive educe.tion, tradea and 1ndu.stry. di ve.raU'ied occupations, 

agricultur , ~md ho e eoono. ioa . The nurs r:, school is e. pert of tb.e 

Voca.t1<nal lio aking rogr and h UHd •• a laboratory tor the atudy ot 

child de elop ent by all girla enroll d in homem•king and oth r tudenta 

interested in child deTelopment . 

1th auoh a broad ourri ulum, there can • little doubt that any of 

the students' educational naed• er being met; yet1 a study o guidano 

proee.durea and attitud s, toward guidance on th.$ art of t e teacher• nd a st.&dy 

of student problems ao~ e ai lo•• a baaia tor improving the educative 

off rin~ of e aohool ayatem. 

In order to under•tand the t rms uaed 1.n thes.e atudiea. the ollowing 

d.ef"init iona should be note • "Currioulum19 aa 1.u1od in this study ref era to 

ell ot the offering• of the achool 1 including cor eurrioul and extra­

curricula ofteringa. • · i anc " •• used here refera to the holp given the 

istud•nt in a.king adjua enta to any aituat1 n or so controlling tbe 
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aituati n that adjust ent is easier or or aatiatyin. Such procedure Ul«Y 

be organized or ay occur 1noid ntally. •organized guidance• ref ra to a 

program of guidanc rein all t culty m bera and the ad in1atration are 

cona.oiou• or tho needs of i d-ividuals in e.11 aa ect• of living and are 

continuoualy atrlving to help stu nta ,olve thsir roblo111a . There mey or 

may not b a highly or anh.ed, cut and dried progr• in the 10 ool, bu.t 

every teacher knows and un erstanda 1a reaponaibility in the guidance 

program. urncidental guidance" i uaed to refer to the situation in 111h1oh 

a student diacuuoa voluntarily ao p-eraonal problems w1 th some her 

o the faculty. Appointments ay be ad.a and oonf'erenoea held 111th tudenta 

to turt r discuss proble • • igh aehool student" refers to the 

atude:nta enrolled in th tenth. •leventh, and twelfth grades of e aecolld y 

school. 

According to Arthur J . Jones.5 guidance ad 1ta beginning a etriot.ly 

vocational guidance . The tirat vocational guidance textbook "The Inatruetiona 

of .rnaur" waa written 45 centuries a o by &n gyptien tor hia eo-n. ln thh 

country. it 1.a recognised that re.Dk Paraona n eyer .Bloo Held or oston, 

aa,achuaotta, mad the tirat attempt toward th.e organis&d guidance ova ent 

by e1tabliahing in 1908 the oaton Vocation Bl.ll'eau. 

orgeniaation wea to give e.saiatance ia selecting • Tocation and curin& a 

job. Interest in this rganuation and its actiTitiee • road, and. in l 13, 

t. Rational ocational Gu1dano a1coiation ••• f ounded in Grand Re:pide, 

Uich1gan. In 1939, guidance gain d a de£inite status in th ed&ral 

Govorn nt with the ineugur tion of the cc-upat1ona.l Info ation and 

Guidance Service in tho Voe ti · n 1 uivhion of the United States Office of 

5 Arthur J . Jones. Principles .2£. Guidance, pp . 56$-50. 
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Educa ion. Its :Urat chi r wa rry A. Jag r h serTed un er Jobn . . 

Stu baker, then C is ioner of Ed:ucetion.. Through t"edera.1 runda uncier 

the or&&- en. Acta, atatea mq et up guidance p rogr a an any ata.te• 

have ta en ad.vantaE; of tbi• opport ity. OklEilio a has not don ao, to date. 

At th• pre nt tiae . ui oe t notions in all kinds ot probl a nd 

1ituatiorus • iegnostio procedunH are ai at atudy1ng t individual 

u a ole rather than .f'ocua1ng excl aively upon t apecif'io dtuation ich 

prompts hi to seek elp. It ,e ks to help• oh individual prepar himsolf 

to !inti or .>re a place !or bimsell' in the yorl - - a place in the voo tional 

world, in the ctdue tional world, in the recr tion-1 world , and in co iUUity 

civic life. 

In abort . t. o, this tud.y atte ta to diacov r to wha xten1t t e 

Poteau school i lpiug he individual student 111th his diat problema 

and his uturo plans. hat er of ed o tional, vocational . recreational. 

or aooi l nature . It ia tb intenti her to a praile t e aituation in 

teme of a cheek t the preae t guidance pro gr a. ai at aelected crit•ria. 

and the study or info a·Uon received .trom replies to t'llO inquiries circulated 

reapectiY-ely eJttOn"' th faculty and the studenta of Pote-au 111gb School . 
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ucati nal liter ur in t field of guid ce &ugg ata that very 

little . idenoe is done in the secondary aohool unl a it ia done through 

9 

an org nlzed guidance i)t-ogram. Thia ct a not 1 er that ood id nee ia 

never iven inror lly tor moat writers agree th t • • ot the best ia giTen 

in this an:ner . fhere is• greet vari&nce in progre a no• operating • 

auggeated and rec •nded by different icience leadera.. Just how effective 

t ae progr are ay be fairly well deter'lllined through atudy end evaluation. 

The . dequacy of ·roe urea and -th intereat in guidance in the Potf)eu ign 

School are ge erally recognize a g¢od lthough this aob.ool oennot be 

considered aa having en orgenbed guidance progr t ·o deter 1no th 

etteotiYeneas of the program 1::ndicott'a criteria for setting u end 

evalu ting a guidance progr Exhibit A, p. 10) ee • oat u .. able and 

practical. 

nino yeara of active p rticip tion enjoye byte aut or aa 

faculty e bar in the Poteau ±igh School have pro,.ided firet h•nd into ation 

whioh tond. to ake the au ra to 8IJ¥ ot tbeae qu stiona quite o vio:is . 

lt is co only reoo ized that t princip l of th given echool i1 

ultimately r ponsibl dance a.a 11 Ra or all other a eets of tho 

wor of the school . So. he only _ raon 1110 may c lled reaponsibl for 

guidenoe int e ·o eau Bi h School ia th principal who, booause ot the 

preaaure 0£ other r aponaibilitiea. can giv little t1 or thou{;ht tot 

problem. So o the dutie rel ted to t general workings of the ohool 

often elegated tom era of th ata for to oo ittae ade up of 

teeohera w o heve an interest in or have had a ecial training in th se 



(1) 
(2) 
(S) 
(4) 
(5) 

(6} 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

(10) 

(11) 
{12) 
(13) 

(14) 

EXRluI'i' 

Ia someone responsible tor guidance? 
le there provision for indi v.iduol guidan.ce7 
Is there provision tor helping groups? 
AN speoialiata avail.able i'or extreme caaea'! 
la thor• someone in your school rosponaible for 
gu.id.anoe liteJ!ature in your libr ry?. 
Ia th-ero a •scholarship speoi.ulst. "--a teacher who 
kno1u1 tho- aoho<>la of higher edU:cat'ion in your section 
of ttw c ountry1 
Ia someone reaponaible tor asaiating students in 
getting jobs if they do not plan to go on to achooU 
Are out1ulative r:eo.orda kept from the t .1u a oh.ild 
enter.a achool until he haa .finish~ 
Ia the curriculwn plenned to meot not only the 
mental, but the physical, sooh.l. and emotional 
needs of t.he student? 
le tbare close cooperation between the home and 
the school? (Thero hould be at least one home 
eontact with e.aeh parent) 
Ia there ti. program for follo-.ing-up graduatos'l 
Is the gen.u·al library ull stocked! 
Are tho younpt rs helped t-0 bridge the gap from 
on.o school to l!no'thert 
!re faculty moetin&s so oonduoted th•t each member may 
participete in. detemining guidanet1t procedures? 

10 

l F'rom en uo,publia ed lecture in G-uldanee -orkshop at Oklahoma A. & Y. 
College. Stllhmter. Oklahom • by frank Endicott, School of Education. 
No:rthwQ,starn University,. July, 1946. 
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duties. Bo ver, no embers of th1a r culty havo b en assigned reaponaibility 

for c.ui4ance beyond that which oco ra incidentally in their cla•ses. 

1le individual guidance is not availabl in h• Fote u lligh School 

in the ena& that e ch etadent has b en aaa1gned to a teac..lier adviser, 

every teac r in high so ool ha on tr e p.eriod day which e may uee tor 

individual gul4 n and oouneeling and atud nts are permitted to le v the 

study hall tor oonterencea with their t~ule era at this t •· There ia no 

epeoial rovieion eith r tor group guidance out ide · f claaaroom teaching 

and olass organization• with teaoi er-sponeors elected by the elaaae • Few 

contact, ar de by the cl s•ea with their r apective epon1ora beo use 

class eotinga e held only to elect student body' representeti~ a; to 

disa\laa ola.aa probl •, ncl t<t giv out grade oarda. Th.ere is, howenr, •n 

activity prograi'Q which of era opportunity for free aoti'rity. sch student 

may e,nroll in t acthitiea or he 11 y choose only one. theae groupa eat 

daily with 30- inute periods . Aot1vitiea inolud auoh group• as dr etiea, 

social courtesies, h11ndioratts , jouruali , choral., La.tin and Spmiah clubs. 

o f' oteau lligil School does not hav any :,f the specialists frequently 

found in guidance p ro s. such as: director of guidanc , eoun.aelor, dean 

o boy•- dean of g1rla. t1lac ut ott'ioer, visiting teacher, phyaici n, nd 

nurse. uo ever, speo16liata tr the co unity ere a ailable in health and 

physic 1 probl a in ao e departments of" th echool. The Co1.1nty ffa 1th 

urse. apon.sore by the r III akin Department., lectures to t girls of the 

high ac ool at le at onee • year on ex nd fe inine hygiene and once •acb 

•ix itok• a give routine ex iation { includ1n weighing and 1Heauring) to 

the children in the nuraery aohool. diaal care. also, ia provided for the 

me bers of t' football aq d and ot or t letio t a. 

librarian-study hall teeo r is reeponaible for 11 books in tie 

library. Booka and other atorial are boug t upon tor quests of individual 



teachers with the approval of ·th,a suparil/g,tendeut.. the respmlsibility tor 

guidthJlCO literature has not baen dalegsted to ~tty oerttlin person or groupa 

ot persons but some fine materials :are available. 

12 

fb& l•ot•au sdlool does not have a "scholarship opeohlist. n llowaver. 

thtl superintendent oi' the schoola assists so.matimes with problems of' thia 

t;:,pe. !for i.e anyone res:i;,on.sibla fm: assisting atudewta 1n obteiuing jobs 

although it i& e. praetiee of the people ci' the ootm!l..mity to c.onts.ot different 

te3chers for students who wiah pemnnan.t or part-ti~ work. fha homemaking. 

d1stri butive education. end eom;1'teroe. dsptirt,,·~nt a are moat a.~tive in this 

eap$oity. 

Cu."Itulati ~ :reoorda &re ket~·t only by e fe"ii teachers L'l subject-,aatte:r 

elasses end thase are not often used by vther teachers. i''he regulM· sch»ol 

records which contdn a snto.U amount o.f: infoma·tion about the in.divid.t.i~l' s 

educatfonsl heck.ground., parents• nne ~nd. oceuNrtion, ;,nd d,ate and plaoe of 

birth. nre the only records kerJt by the sehool. 

'l'he et.rriculum otferin&s of the school aaem so.mwhet above tha av-J3rage 

tor the state. Courses other than the required aeademic ones e.re offered 

ia the following fields: art., musie11 i'oreig::n languages., hom .. n:iaking .. diatributive 

educetion, agriculture, tr1scies t.tHi fa1d:ustry ond di.versified occayetion$. The 

physioi;l r1.e&d.s of tcho .iitiJdents ~re met i;rnly £or th'JS(:l who participate in 

i'ootball,, b~aY..etb$ll:, eo.ild baseball. ib:are i.s no nll-school physical education 

Pl!'Otl"a!a in the sent.Jr hip.,b a.eb.ool1 but ths1·e is $r.tcb e pror;rti';Jl for ·the boys oi' 

the junior high sehool. 

Class !Ind el:® r,erties and tfonees in the :.chool ere the means sponsored 

to· meet th!J ~ooial n1tede of: the students. 'i11e annual i'uture Homemakers tea 

and t'.be Sel'l.ior fea o:f!:ar s<>me sli~,l1t ad~ition1S;,l opr:ortunity l'or soci;<:<l 

iiev{)lopmea.t to ro.ost o:f th~ girls. 7he Junfor-Sani:;;r uanquet and l"rom is 



homes of their students eRch ye~r.. 

Ibict. -



14 

011 11 of 14 counts. 



15 

i:miiviau~l meet his need.a in *11 &-&peots fJ!i' lh'in,. Etl•.tcntion i,a priinerily 

intended to enrich life <Bnd to halt'l tha indlvid~el \!!!~etiv•ly p8rtieipate 

in our d~mocre:tic aaciety. Junt how cl;;>sely guld&n¢e an~ edu~tion ue 

So'me authorities at.ivaren.tly ett19m:pt to ~ake a di$tinotion. between eduea .. 
ti~n end gu.i.dan.ce ae th.ouch in ao-m$ way t.i1ey war$ a<tpQr-ato md diatinet. 
Such &eparation is impo11uiible and v1oletos the esce:atial nature of' 
guidei1ea md oduoe:tion~ Guidm1:oo b a r:.u•t ol' education anti ·~ essential. 
p3ll't. l 

Thero ia ll.O logical or psychological juatifi~ation i"'cr tho t:reat'.llen.t 01.• 
personal problems in i.sole,ti,:m. Tlle, atudent io ft human bein(;:;.. ~1le 
d;;,iits not dof'l' h-3r humMity when she enters the elusroom. If' hot'' 
studies have me.rmi.n.g to her at all they heve meaning in relation to the 
kind oi' JHtrS(ln a.be is !\nd to qututim1s of' m<l'<aent to her. She ooes not 
have one mentdit-y end se.t of 'emi)tions. for the college end snother for 
e:eneral uee; or at leeart: sb.s should not. Education divorced trom the 
d:eep eono1':rns of the student is mere verbal pttter. 2 

l 

2 
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light is thruwn on the eltuatit>n .f'ro:m the faculty questionnaire (offered u 

EmJ.bit B, pp .. 17-21) 1111.s d.1riril:iu:t$.d to tll:e twenty memb&tss Qf the i'acultJ o.i" 

the f.o.tNlll lligb. School durin& the E'I.Qnth ot 11arcb,. 1~46. and all twen1;y 

f'oma •re re-turn:ed.. f!1e. inquir-3 ns imt~dad to dia,cover 11hat preparation 

tor guiden.ce wrk the irtaf t" haa he.d. t-heiir attitude towarii gm.ttmice,. 

guld.a11ce activities (Mlffied an r•gularv, by them., •ud the L3ro'bl,11aa m,.-,st 

ot't$n brought to them by the etudenta. 

'lh& repliea of the i"oteau te~o.hers to .Fart I of the tnquiry wb.idl 

f'octa..a upon prep-aratioo. for g;Uidsnee ot the teaehere and their ooncern 

for better pidance procedures indicate that the teachinE; ataff' of thia 

high aeht11ol has a 1wb.&lfhl0:me attitude :tOiterd helpit'I.G i.ndirldual st'tlianta 

and na.s good ~reparation for gui<ltlnoo llOrk.. Al.tht,ugh only 00;1 of the 

teat.lb.'t'!Jra have had gu1dano• c»uraes and 46/J~ have attended a~ guidance 

cenferenoee 1n the .last two y•ara .. 'l&;; ban Mad current artic1'es end booka 

on guidance and. 96% expl"&H nen interest in e.dolescent:s end t..lieiJ- pl'1)bleu .. 

All of tt1eae ~•et.era feel that they, have g1,;;J/~-oe reap...msibilities \award 

evwy student bt their olaases. 'but only f:'l;l express ee;ti•f't.ction with their 

own :uidaaoe activitie.s. ix1aotly go~t of the faculty re.(.iQgniae aeed for 
\ 

great•r pr.>via1oa for guidance work in th.e school and. 70% ~ them have 

p.lana 1hr furt.~er preparing themselveii to pnrticipata more •IJ.'ectively in 

gutdanoe work. 

Genuine ooneem fo-r unde:r.st.udin.g .oi: at.ad.ant• ap1,eara in the replies 

from tht.t part oi" t'tie inquiry noncemed with their g:.d.donce acti viti0>s.. All 

of' ·tll~ teachers. oldm to 11.•v~. learned ,'.)f the vocational and eduoat1onal. p~dil 

of th$1r studanta.. l;!oreowr. 00~ or more ot the i'aculty indicate that they 

have eollooted in.formatfon of a poreonal nature about their student,i. Yet 

only 2s;; -of these tea.ohere reeognize the Ulte-1 £·or iilultiple re-cords t>n the 



1. lilave- you had ao.7 guidance course•? Yea !!. No !. 
2. nave you attended ,m.y tuidaru:e oon-

.feNlilCUUJ in the last two ye:rgaf Yes 9 lfo 11 - ~ 3. ita"t'e )'OU had any di8Cl:UJ3it.i)U8 with 
3U11'4tn-oe specialists in the lest 
•• yeara? 
'.!lave you read articles or bocks on. 
pidance thia y,ih1r'! 

6. Ji.re .you keenly inttu·•a.ted it\ the 
phy•loal vowtn ot adoloeoenta'? 
:I.re you keenly iatorested i» tho 
•otlon.a of adoleaoallta? 
/ize you keenly ia.te:rut•d .in the 
aerioua••·B· of 11orry and te•ra in 
pupils1 

a. Do yov. te&l tliat you. have 
guidan~ responaib1l1t.1e• tourd 

Y&I 10 lo 10 - -
Yee 15 Jo 5 - -

errery pupil in your olaaaeat ?e:a 20 io ! 
9.,. Do you kr»w enough about oceupatlon.e -

and the vocational traiuin.rt; Nquired 
to eotJunl pupils? l•s 14 r.:o 6 - -

l<t Po Y'i>t. look over all tile record• 
avdla:ble about ywr pupils? Yes 12 No -

2. Do you obael'ft your pupils for 
health needs and phyaiod defect a~ ·r.s lG io 

3 .. ilo YQit milk~ ef't\,rt t.~ learn. of -mt 
the home ruid fc.mily b~okground of 
yo.w pup1las Yea 18 No 

4. Do. you m.eet of the perenta; -1!8 Q&tly 
of your pupils as 1• feru,ibl•1 Yes ll tio -

3 ~dified. from CliZford R. Brickson and ~erion Crosley aapp, 
Gid.dence Frac;tices .!l, V'~rk. pp. 2i~-62. 

a -
l. 

2 -
9 -

11 



6. 

:u. 

1- 12'. 

14. 

l. 

i/ :s .. 

Do try to learil oi' ·tbe apecb]. 
intecreftta oi.' your pupils! 
ilo you visit irl a number of 'the 
h<lmos o.f' lm~ pupi.ls $~ch ye:ar'l 
oo you ll:\tte:nri,t to diacover e:pe-oial 
talents of y,;:n.n· pup:ilsl 
i}o y,Ju ett.empt to discover the 
hC>bby pt11ttern:S oi' yQur pupila'l 
Do you learn i,f 'the 11duo&tion 
plt;:,ns of your pupils! 
oo yo,u learn of the vocatir:»nal 
plans of y::ni.r :r,u;:>ils? 
Lo yC1u mo.ko 'ti pr"&otic.e of adding 
ini'oriuati,:in to the pupil• 
e•u.latiw ro.co.ru'? 
Have you ~ven any st.andardized 
tests in ti-ie 115!.st two ye~rs? 
Do you use the re.tults ot teistc& 
and inventories'? 
Do :1o;u see m&an$ to d~ternino 
problenus !iml needs of' your flU~ilsl 
ls.va oh.eek list& $ny kind ooen 
used. by yo~ to determine probl$mS 
;sa1.d nes0d.s? 

liav@ you liad .J'X,l~ tie'nee i11 
ocoup~:Uon:.'L ')thea- then terHmi11g? 
Ar,o you ~1 l ~eqli:.tain:ted with the 
oeCQpr.tions rt1lat~d ttl :vour field 
oi' teaohin:~'i: 
Is oecup~t1i'.P.'lal i~t'orm9tfon 
dil.i:cuasiad in yor1.r el&:$$~s'i:' 
Do· you dte:cus• O{'Jeupational. 

3 -
Ye·s 18 lfo -

4 

inform~.tion. with ind.iv.idud pupils'! Yea .. 1!. 11o l 
Oo you have oeeu~tion.tl materinls 
in your room'f 
Do you cooperate with th,a librt11rien 
in s~ouri.ng ooeupntfonel ini''i'l:rr;1~tion 

Yo$ 10 Ho 10 - -
~nd e..s&.i.sting in i'ts use? Yea _l Ho ll. 
£Jo ;;'OU point out the rel~ti,>nahips 
betweeu thil subJeet;a you t4aeh and 
V$.rious oceupirtil(llr:u;'?' 

1. Elave ycu hed any speoi~l training 
for eou:ns.r.'llirt;t' 

2.. Did JfOU h~:~e ~onf€irencos Qf one­
h.ttlf h0cur :Jr more with et let:ist 
2! percttnt of' your pup,iLt'? 



1. 

,t.'l 

(, .. 

/-( s. 

$. y:::ur p~ .. rils cti$cuss \!J!ith 
proble0aSJ 'th'.11.t. l:':r-e not directly 
rehted t~ their 

4. uo yc, .. 3/.Jfilld m:,;oh t imo 
C01,ll1 $\) l itt l 
.h,'lurs'i 

l.. :;Q y0u l.evo i1t,i,,,teriels <lescribinc 
training o,:;:,ort',J;~iti.o£t rele:;ed to 
;/'f:JUt' i'ield'? 

2. !hrve spaoidiz.~'1 on. tra.hiing 
{Yf'pOrt:unitii,n college, ·trQcl-o,r.,. 
and ;:)t,~.ter c.>ceu;"td,ions rehtecl to 
JlCHJ.l:" fie 

S. j)o d.is t!-11$S i.rl c.l,~_,$S: t_rgit1ine 
Oz.ipo:rtunitle:$ i·ehted to 
fiold'i 

4. you. prtuffn:d; iz1f o:rmatfot1 reGe.rti:L'lg 

l. 

vK)cg·t;i,:.u!'$l coureee ern.d indus:trh.l 

contribute to ·t;;i:1a _pl11oemt:w:.t 
servicos in yo;ir schoQH 
.~o ;ro:.1 aid f·ormer pupils in 
ac)j'u&ting 'i',;o. i:tew t;yp.J .s of oours~s 
su.eh as vocs(i:tlra1!71 ~oursofl tH:KL 

industrirl 8rt:i'? 
/ro fJ;:w i}r'$!Jttt:to s lowr,;d up 
reGuh,rly by 
/ro dr,)pouts followed reg,,.dm."ly 

5. i.11r·o:1~t:!ati.,xn Ct:·HJ.SO,d~ 

your tasohinc: 
'1i. y,:,n 1uH1;is'tod in or ~)romoted 

tollo•:.-up studies i'n 

JlC;A~i cari --to- b:ri:ug abtnit 
e;d ju:at:?!etlt of liiho ~:re taal--

ri:o ;,rou rater seri.JtJ.s er,,stHi of 
m3,lt1dJtuitmei:rt tu i1 sr,eeitllitrt or f~o 
y-:;;urr pri.nciptil: 

you Jo whfit y::n._. c~-n to 01.0 ;;{Jcltr 

p :.ipils in he¥>1 t:i1 ~dJust.:ie11ts? 
iuo y,:n.:t rei'er ~ari,Ytts C.fJS'e.; to vDur 
pr:l~oi1'<.al, th.a uut:rt:n" • or irura;'i 

lli 

Yea 1! 4 

:foif; 0 1·1 -
'faB ,5 Hi 

lei 18 !lo .:,;; 
.J,.i, 

~ 

Yes l l. ;10 "" V -
!es lC ·.i-,; 

1 J,O - -
Y,u. 15 i!o. 5 --



5. 

1 .. 

a. 

_,10. 

11. 

l!. 

15. 

14 .. 

16. 

1a. 
11. 

19. 

20. 

21. 

24 .. 

zs •. 

Dti yr:;,.u pr;.rv-1<le t\Ctivitiea ·thnt ·~ill 
develop se:ll'-dire1:rti1>a1Y 
}_;o :r,,u try to ill'tare:st pupils hi· 
partioi;e:tii,1g in extraourricubr 
~ctivities! 
Do y-0u refer with t:.ith'!Jr te•ehers 
pupils whose interests ar-e.!· rel~.ted 
to the sub,jaots t~~t teacht 
le v;>u confer vdth other toae'r:ers 
ree;~rdinr; p:roble;a pupils? 

Yes 19 1fo - l -
>rt ... -

Lio y:,,;.r. encoura:g:a your pupils to d&TQ}Op 
sociallYi Ye$ l!. r;o 1 
Do you give specbl &ttention to pupila 
,who sn n.ew to t.~e Bobool'l 
lie you diseu:fi\S exeminetiomi tli"ld mnrks 
so tha.t your Pll?ils du not .feo.r tl.'10~1:' 
J)o JN.'.IU rett!' your ov.n g,uid&noe 
.activities $$ satisfactory: 
Do you .feel ,mre ·t11at your pupils ae 
intere;:ted in. thatr wark't. 
Do you f.eel the.t the pupils Ngard you 
as a friend':!' 
Do 7C1u tee'1 that the f"l.l.{J'ils are h!'-ppy 
in your cla.:sal 
,.\1•e 'f,Yur diaciplin.e r,robl~n1s !:aw'if 
iio y.::.·,,, let your pupils hin,e on r,i.etive 
1)~rt i11 pl~n1nr tI1e-ir work! 
l,o you f&el that yr,ur pupils are, 
aati8£'1&d with whttt they at·e ie:tting 

Yes 4 rie 15 -
Yes 10 :No 10 - -

l -0 -

f'rorn y,,ur ole:4$$s1 Ye.s lS No 4 - -i.::o. you p:va the pupil& many opportunities 
t<> make cboioes? res 17 Jfo S 
Do yo'U iudividtuilize your work t1ttd - -
attempt to :m,st ·the ntfflda 0£ ru.pils'l ¥es 19 fa:> 1 ........ .... 
£ip 1tlow pupils sa,ld:011 t;et diseour&'gfid 
in y:,ur elas.aes'l' Yea !! i.fo ! 
li.~o •low puJ?il& have ·work in 'ihicb they 
etm succeed'? 
Lo 11iurier:lor pu:r;Ua have a grtu,,tor 
•ount of: and m,)r~ dH'fieult t.ork the:n 
slew pupil#! 
110 you enoourac;e ·tho.so with $f'U oi~l 
interests in your cla&n$a ·t-0 do e~tra 
work in t..')a f'ie-ld of: their in:terasts? 
Do ys1u h.a-v,e pupils lih•,') eq11e t·.> y,ai::i with 

4 -

prohle!ils ~e;t.r:.U.nt; work 1t1 ;r::>ur olasses'?Yea 20 No Q. 
Do both poor stu{ie.nto &n<l good -
$'1:,uda':lts e~o to yu'J tor ooun.sel? Yes 20 ;~o 0 
Do you he;v~ ?ntmy pugila coma to you with - -
.ou't.-::.ii'-so:i.;ic.:,cl [,!1roble,71a".? Y$s .!! 110 .§. 
f,o ;/iJU itt'l,et;rate guidl"lner:>i with yi;:,ur 
class work coatina,,.:msly?' Yes 17 Ho ·-· 



29. Check below t be types or problua brousht 
to 10-u h-J atuderita?4 

1.. t••·tltli- and physi().al 
d,evelop1Z1ant. 

2. Fi.naneea, 11Vin, ®n­
dit1-ona ~n.d envirou"'1imt 

a. Socifd a.nil re-ereatlonal 
a-ctivi tie a. 
t 

4. Courtship. ox and 
marJ"il!!;ge. 

t. So.eial•I'.syohologicd 
~la ti ens. 

G. t"eraonel-~iaychologie;al 
Relation•• 

,Ji. i"h• f utur•i Voca.tional 
ttnd Sduestional. 

10. Adjust~ant to School 
1Work. 

11. Gurrieulum and 
Te•chini ~rocedurea. 

5 9 

'l 11 

16 4 

8 a 

4 ll 

6 12 

6 12 

9 9 

16 t 

12 i 

a 8 

21 

6 

2 

0 

6 

0 

z 

2 

2 

0 

3 

4 



1i1!Hl, 1;:,rog,i·eu11s of @i-1011 stw;h.mt or mr,1.o a pre.etic~ o i reeordi11g informa­

'tiou on Uieir inipils. Stw.:1d~rdi.!iatl tests of nny or overy ve.ri~ty h.avo been 

givaii iu the ll!;st 't11.o year& by ·,nrt 15,( of the faoulty, t\na only St;,~ have 

used •atv e of cheek lists to cl,3t.ormine the proble..;1s and needs o:f 'their 

atudants. 

In reply to the eroup o.f (lU~sti ms conoernine; guid1:mco rrocetlur<iis which 

woll aequ.f:Aintad ',<;Ji.th oecurr;;ti,nrn ralnted to thefa· l'lolu ot: 'l.~et1.ot,.inf;. 

tif te~ehorJ;;, hv\WJV(U'.', he:v'EI reJ'ere::lee mc·teri~l& on occup,,ticn:;; in 

(ta.ly twelve out ,d tho twenty ·teech<lrs he.ve bat:i any tr~ininc whatever 

in cotm.ueli:.if;, antl ·t:rdi1.i.:1r; in. this 1.1,r1z1t, for the rrther eight hes bean so:;:iewhat 

limits,l. iurtho:1r:;101·e~ only twelve o.r them have h$d ¢enfe:rences d:urtnr this 

ab,:rut one atudaut in ev .. 1ry four. 

ilir.t inquiry Cilirt·ie:s a possihlo total ,Ji' SO po~itiv<1; replies t:,:, questi,:,c,u 

cm1of.frnin;r the ,ext.o::::tt tr, whioh '!;r~ining; opro:Mamities 'fll"'l!t presented in ttie 

.~. taw discipline probler,u11. 

;i;,rticip1rtiDn 



olaim to @.tt;.emirl. to indi viduslize their v,ork to meot the needs of thoir 

:u1,eets of' living 1::101.1ti<Jned in th.e inquirJ., however, plan:nint; the f'Utnre, 

voontiond ~ eduoet.ioo.al, and social :fmd rec:reati·.1n1:1l problems e.pi:-aer to be. 

the otleu raoat often brought to them by students. 

:In brie1~ the teachers oi' ·tho f1Jte8u :.lign. Sehool $h.Qw liberal prap~rstion 

for guidanos anii a &enuine intereat in helping their at.udents. Ex.capt on 

two of: the questions pertaininr: to prepcrntion f'o.r and Ei:ttitude toward 

guidance th& repli~u. wro i:,rodom.inately podtive. ;;)nly half of ·the teachera 

he.vs p«rticip~ted r-ocently in diseusainz ~r.uidrtllce problems iiith specialists 

and only nine oi' the twe:n:t--s have mode recent study of' guid~uce procedri:ros. 

11-l~oa:mer1t rmd follol't·-up ;,rai;}tioes. fBrt l.H of the i'e.oulty iuqutcy listed 

aa itCthar f.laid.u.oce Activities'! wee designed to unco'V'er practice$ used in 

,olaa• r,roc•«:h.tres i;.ud in helpinc studauts with personal ~,roblems. Uere 1 agiain, 

the i'aeulty recor,1 h vositiva 9xoept in the mottor of Sattomptiu1;r to self 



plans, and adjustment o 1chool work ol•••1ficationa. 

The deta1le result• or the inquiry given to the e bera of th 

Poteau lii&h School Faculty a.re tabulated upon th previoualy exhibited 

queatiounair. (pp . 11-21) 



) 

IV 

the probl.om of undEu·st,u1dint;; humlln niiture., ::.aore ·es;.,ecb,lly adoleaoont 

human nature, is one th&t ht.fi'los me.nk1:nd pcrsi4tently.. :evertl';,tdess,, an 

inquiry 1m;s .di,.wtribut<td i;Q the s·ti\ldents iu tho i"<lftetru U:igh: School to iibcovar 

the :releiti'll'e a.dequacy of' tile 11resent coun.atJlin:r; and r~uidanea proo11!,cturas e.s 

indieElt~tl in 1.rl:.udent opinic'.>ns, intawests,. r;nd r:,roblems, find ·the im?lied 

need for a r,1.;)t-i:t extenf.i!ive guidi".nca progr001:. 'mis queati~nnaire (oi'rered as 

Z:Jxhibit C, page 26) w~s gi"1en on 1'\pril 7., 1048., to 170 stuants enrolled a:s 

sopho:..1orils., juniors., and sanlors in the h:rtaui.u Uig:i School. Cf!re we.s taken 

to ~ee that the ortlll d:iractions 6W'.i tirelir.1inary diacuseion followed 8 

specific pattarn. This qoostionnure brou0bt reve~lin,g ttnd l'sc:i.ns:ting <hite. 

In order tt) interpret this data t'\iome ecb4me had to be aoce1;,ted for 

elnt:uiilyii1e; the varicn,u; r$plies. '..this olesaifieation ~bviousl/ &hould llel11 

to so group the i:n.fermaticn that the need~ fo:r guidimce would beoo:ae eppiu•ecnt 

ia 3 ge::ieral wtay. In t'cie study 1:rtudent r~roble~s me.de recently by ifoon~yl 

s~~ ~lre~i~· cited some 300 prnble::lls cvr.rnon m"oug sclolescents have been 

greupe~ iut.o 11 al"'e~s or as9eets of livin[: i.e .. ,, hed:th .~d ph.yaiod 

deTelor>mant, i'ineuee, living C(.m_diti,,)ni: and envi:·o~entJ aoc:is.l nnd 

recre$!tlonal &ctivltlee; courtshi:;1c sex *11:d mtu.·riage; aoei$l-psychofogicsl 

rehti(ins; personttl-f).;ycholoi:;ict,1 roh,tiuns; mar.els end reli,g;i;.,n,; home 

.fa1:Hy; ·the 1't."t1.11·0--vo.c.e;tion6l ~n.d eduot!'bknal; ~<ljust:ment ·to sch:,ol worl:; 

e: .. u,•rieu1um a11d toi1,ch.ing proeadures.. l'b,ia clasd:t"'ics.ticn not onljr serv.&s to 

loc~te t::.e t.ype ot problem but intiieates the typo ot r:,ers~nmel w3rkec:- to 

whom the studsrit &hotdd h&ve access when he $&eks help in solvinc; e~ch 

1 



26 

Xhe taoul ty u inteNst-ed in Hn-dins better 1taye to help you. Yi1u 
call also heq by nnnering the .t'ollowin,: q~aati{)na. l"loHo ~ not place 
your nue on this p~per becauae 1;& Wf.i.n:t yoa. to .feel fr•e to 11ritejust what 
~u think. 

2. lihat do you like mQat ehout your •dloolf 

3. What do- you like least •"bout your $choolt 

4. What is your g•atceat problem ert the i,ireaent tia7 

5. 'i'hli<t ru:-o you moat e:freid off 

s. Wb.e.·t do you like to do iu your .st)are tia1 What ia yi!lur strangest 
·tnterestt 

a. 'lihet kind t> £' work U>uld you moat like to do v,ihe:n you ll.ave finished 
$Qru)Ol'i1 

b. l..~at ldnlil or work will you. probably heve to do when you have 
tin1#hed seh~ol? 

8,. \'mat was your great.st problem when you .f1rat came to this aeho-:>U 
ffil.at will probably be your greaten problem wb1n1 )"OU leave thu * ohoQU 



/ 

proble~. The e-.ae with which the mswera to tne 110 queatiounaires given 

to the student• fall into Mooney's ,clssaitioat.iems saggeet both tho reliebilit3, .. 

of .his study fflid the vmlldity of using th• olE!ssU"ic .. tion for this study. 

'.lb$ r eplia.$ to th& fil".R question_. 9 Wht1:t is now givine; you tho great<tst . 

aetistaetion'il • reveeled that the atudenta. 0011taoted w,u·e f1:ru.U.ng: sat.isi'action 

in interests gr'Owing out of each of thea\l: 11 areas. Sowever. aooi6l and 

reoreetion.sl .activities prove'1 to be the> are~ providing th$ ~ost aat:ist's.ction 

for 44 atuuut11 11hoeo en.swers are typified by suob oomme~e u: uni$ Y<tuth 

Center., n nbeing with 'the r•at of the boys,. tt ttheving & good time with my 

fr-tends.,• •oeing s member of oertai:n club,, 0 and •\teacing." On the other 

hand. 39 of the•e 110 young people indieEt,t,ea thn.t plann1~ for the future 

{both vc.catior.ml Bnd educational) 1m.s the aetivity from whioh they wero 

receiving their grec:da,at aetiatao.tion. .Such at:.a~~anta -e.s "Gettin& ra&dy 

to attend colt.go midi •ill better pre:pare m(l for the: wtt:rk l h&;va oh~sen," 

°Flmning my careor in nu:ra1ng. ·n end r1Getting to go to oollege," illustrate 

tM point.. The greatest aatiafactions of 14 atud,enta ap;;eand to be found.. 

in the .curriculum itself. Tho relative number o.f atudent_s c:bbing to find 

aat1a£actiona bt eaoh. ot the eleven sreas included in the t:Oocey classi.f'ic:etion 

ia she>wi in the frequency obart Exhibit D., p. 2s. 

Charting of the repliea to the TWO que:at1ons, "l~at do y-ou like ?:11ost 

9bou:t your aohoolt" e:nd flWJ1at do 70u like loest about your sohoo-11 n r&veale:d 

elliltl)8°b an equal number or student, i'indin.g their atnn:i,geat likes &a well as 

dblikee iu the currioulum :and te&ohing procedures. Thia oheri eppeers ea 

Exhibit a. p. 29. Some of tl1e atudenta aa'id. "1 like tb.e- band. hou_r," "I 

l.ikEil the _opp-ortunities it gives in choosing courses.n nt:tce. good. t'seulty,!1 

tteooperation o.f the tu.Ghera.," "the tt.l;)mG!lleking cle:aa~s." e.ud 0 I like tlH, 

mrajori.ty of the teach•ra beoeuee they seem to try to understand you:r problems 



the Futur,n Vocational and Educaticnal 
(ffl-.nning tor) ~ 

morale and R1*11r-;ion 10 

Adjustment to Sahool Work 8 

Fir1ano-c,, Living Oonditions aud. 
!'Jnviroument 



Real th.. and f'hysical Dev~ lopment 

!'inmee • Li vini Conditions and 
EQ:viror.JUen:t 

.?erso:ual-pt';:ohologic1U Rel e.tion& 

Mora.ls and llel1gion 

tuiiti'lVI:; LiliE~ 
1tAJ:St 1Ii C~ 

10 

6 

lS 

l 

16 

l 

0 

0 

0 

14 

95 

Dis.like 

17 

12 

0 

22 

11 

2 

0 

l 

36 

80 



"too, many taachera trying ti;} run th.e aebool their way, n 11! think they should 

have fi.oli~iQUS Education like they tli-d several years ago.," "TI-ict etudent 

doesn•t have enouf#t -r.ui;,-Go in the activitios, 1• and uhbtory," and n'B:lglish. n 

out future plans or to pay 1/jilb in orde,r to stay in school. Concern over 

living a Chri;ttian lite, n "-;ny ;;reateot 1;,roblem is {;etting my m1)t11ar to l9t 

ma go to ohureh," anti f.!havine; tirne to d-o all the e:.11uroh work: I wauld. like 
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i;a-t Utarried, it uae.tt:lng the pera.on I want. :moat to t~o with. n @Tryln.~; to decide 

if I like a certain boy or uot.tt and "£~eping Hliay from girls.M The ehart 

appearing as lilxhi'bi.t ,}\, p .. S2. shows -t:be i'req:nmoy with wiiich the major 

vroblems ot thEt:3e l'TO s·tude:uts fall in.to each of tlte eleven 4H'.t.'ermxt ar,eas. 

In annet:'int the q1Jestion t~at are you mo~t afraid ot7" 46 ot the 

170 stu,i.ents gave ani"rs whiob, seem tQ belo;.,;; ha the fS rsonal-psychologiesl 

elaae. ~les of.' their statement& follow: "L-Ps1ng '!JlY temper and t.:lki.n~ 

back tot..eaehers,, 11 nl"m mo$ afraid of failure in certain undertakin.;:s,, 11 

'•Myself, n !Uld 11th@ 11eeeasity of makinz decbions. 0 P»lao 31 af these yi!>ung 

people expressed fears in the aoeiu-psychololieal area. Some or their 

ansffl.lrs were, nLleotinc people ! i'eel in!'erior to," n!'m a.l'.'rsici of my 

backwardness te~ard p.aople,'' t1·cau tt mix wi'th paople as l -would like to,f' 

and "rturi;iu.~ other people by ir1ditf'e.r~uoe .. n Inaeourity in plans for either 

the vooati,.n:ie.l or eduoationol future was ind t.cated. as ca.using fear by 25 

of tho@~ studonta and •leven elah'leci to suffer fear over eertain eurrieulum 

and. t•achiug; procedures. '.i'he .rrequene.y· with 'Which the fears of the studimta 

tall itito tl:1e v.1u•ious areas :t"()prese·nted by i'.:ooney1 a elassit'ication aririe:a.rs 

as ~1ibit G, p,. ;s. 

The at1Jdents 01~ z:·oteau High Stlhool provtHl tu ha normal adol~scent.s in 

t.:iat th~ majori t;r oi' them (65) oldiu tu fJ.flrtioif1ate in sooi¥11 and recreation&l 

activities in their spare tL11a. lt is int-erestine to note,. h~'i!CV'(:rr. that 

4'1 of' tho.au yo1.xni pet>ple spend '" f:-Ol"tiou rli' their leisur8 in conterm2latln,g 

the f'uture. The relative em-phasis foun.d in the answers to this qut1st:ion 

apfl!HU."o in th$ chart Oil pa.ire 34 ofi'era,i as 1::xh.ibit N. 

It became necessary to classii'y ,;m another baats the vocatfons and 

occupations in orde:r t:;, cha.rt the replie,s to the questione coneeroing 

-vooa'tiond plar.:i.s for the future, i.e., tJ,;,'hat kind oi' work 1i«>uld ;:;-ou most 
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C&lRT snomim 'ZHE iitE(.-O~CY fixfili'Ef!°.ENCB liOR USE 09' 1£ISUii$ 'lllm 
O.i!' '?HE Sfi.mb';NTS !ii Ta£ POTEAU llIGii SC1i0CL 

Aa.p-eata .pf Living 

Soc1al and Recreational Activitiea 

Courtship, sex and marri•ge 

.Pers1>ual-;uqaholo~c&l fu)lat1on:a 

Morals and ReU.gton 

11'.Qal th and P:r~ysioal DevelopmeRt 

Soeial-payohologioal Ralation-s 

iJQme and l'~lmliily 

f:inance, Living Condit1,n1,:,. end li:uvironment 

Curriculum. an.d Te.aching frooedurea 

Ad.j·uat»umt to School Work 

.Times :.i&ntioned 

41 

14 

8 

a 
5 

4 

l 

l 
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};ro1easii:1nel WJ.d !l1:n1sgerial 'Jcc,x;,@tio:r~s 
Proi:essi:,Ml 0ecupe.ti,:,ns 
S~miprofeasicn.al (iceupations 
hlanagerial and Official Gccu;:t. t.fonli 

Clerical and i,des U,}c:;1p~tion& 
Clerie8l u1d Kiudr-ed Oee,.1y~ ti,:;,niii 
Sale.a tml Kind:re:i (..iecUJ'tttbns 

Service OcoupationS'. 
Don·restic Derv-iea Occupations 
1:ierso:nrtl Serv:i.ee vocu;,at:i.ons 
Building Service ;,orkers and i"'ort~rs 

Iigrioultural. flshery,, and .2indrod 0ccupa.tioi:.s 
Ag:deultur&l,. Il,Jrti,mlturiJ.l,. tiilU Kiniired 

Ooeu;:e tior1 a 
£tsh.ery GccuJH:ttit:,r.u;i 
l"'oreatey {except Loggil1f;) ~ Ifo1t1ting, 5,nd 

Ire,pping ,~ccuJH'..:tionu 
$kill.ad Occupations 
Semiskilled 0ccupa titms 
tin.skilled: Gcoupatious 

will 



az-;d dentist ts assistnn·i;s. i:ow.evorlt J6 trtatoti. that rroba;:,1y ·Uwy ~~Gnlhi hsrv·a 

to do "tha·i; type of ~x:>rk whon th.Ely h&d finished ::.e:i.ovl. Cii.ly Lou:r ;:;:irls wanted. 

·t.c beoome housewi vcn,# yet 12 ;,:irls i,1Jieated that they prab&bly ?.Kmld. marry 

upon (~atiuntion i'm~-n hit;h solw'..11. ~~c'J7en of thesG youn.g paopl,J chose yorsonnl 

servios ooeupe.t1ons such !l!S barbers, beautieians,, w&itrosoe1;i. noo arprentieet 

in $ervieo oceupation~. Yet only 4 of them thought th.at the ooau::atian 

roeation~d lfflS the thing thO'.f would likely do. there were 12 of these :rm.mg 

people who said they would r,robably ha:ve to go into the ;-?roteetive service ... 

area of cocupat.ioos whiob includes the armed i"orces, d@taetivea, :tira::rian, 

and police:!len.., yet only nine oh1.nHi thin e..ren ~s a career. 

£.lthoui!;;h }ote~u is mainly an agricultural oomrnanity, only :£.'i,.ll'e :;:,eople 

2~1oued f.i;.:O. iP-terast in a:ay phtwe of: agricultur-&t .aG a ftJture voeation--yet 

twice that many lndieatod ag.ricultur,a aa the v,">oati.on t:hoy would probably 

i'ollow upon finishing high aohool. 

Twl pr~fe~ouea for beeo~inc eithor skill~d or unskilled labore~s as 

& future cnaans of livelihood was selected by oigh'i:; of' these stw:leuts ard 

16 said they might :probably ro8or't to that as a me@s of living. Th.a chart 

a,vpearing as :Exhibit I, p. 'Sl, sho1~s the com;,H.ir-ison of the classified 

repl.iae to thet,m t'\Jo i:pe-stions. 

1\telationships 0 of both a paraorrnl 11n1d a stleial-peycholotictr.l nature 

are e-mphasized by tho, st:~dent.s in the r0eallir:..:; 0£: the proble::is whid.1. eousad 

grea:tiast oonooru '!ll'hsn coming into this scho,)1 and in a11tioip2ting the f,robl,sm 

apt to ofli.uae t:ravri eonoaru 'Wh~m. leaving this schtiol. ·ru·t:;-oue students 

soam to h&1."a haa p:rable,1s in aoeial-r,$;;cliolo0icd 1.•elotions wl1on t:n.ffjr i'irst 

ctifffle., b;.it only &$Ven atoted tiuat the-y 1::,t:XJ;ecf.-e,l to ii:ava probl!llr1s in thi:s eu•ea 

whan they ',;C-Sr& reacly·to leavo school. ii,::rr,aver,. iKI atudan.ts ,neution social-

9ayeholor~icnl problems as ;Jb,ttufo.t, t!1e,jl u:,on ontrac-ce end .alma.st eXt,,c,t;ly 



oraai u:owmo COM AiUS{m OET:~z.ti Tm<! CRUSZN ~\'ilP rat Fi.tOB..:WUl 
FUTURE CCCUfit 2.'IO; OP iim S'l'UDWJ;;Ts nz iOTSAU IU:GU SCOOOL 

Seiproi'eaaioul 

~gerial and Official 

Sale.a and Kindred 
0GC\lp&t i.CHUJ 

Doustio Service 

Agrioultural, Fishery, 
Foreatry and Kindred 
Occupations 

Skilled tabor 

SeYaiakill.e~ Law 

Uasld.lled I.abo.r 

Chosen 

11 

8 

17 

l 

0 

1 

9 

0 

1 

l 

O' 

4 

frobable 

2 

19: 

11 

0 

l! 

0 

10 

8 

7 

12 
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the sa;.'lHl number f'ear tiley may bo i,la,11Jed by si::.·d.lar prob~ms up,ott graduation. 

i'he probl~re mo,at :frequently thour:,ht of &.$ ept to VJ.orry them upon leaviug 

school was 'that aif J'lana for t:Ho, :futue,,. f'rQ'tlem1 re'ultad, to the adjust,nent 

to school work "4'$re !'ecelled as clominal:.lt ii.'!t.en entering sohool by :n$ hut 

listed by o-nly l.S a.a a;,t to b~ their probl~m \'i'h.en leavint• Coaparlson o.f' 

tfae elassified :replies to tho11e, t\\'O questions haa been charted and is 

off&red as Exbibit J, r41,z,a 39. 

L"l answering, th.e quutio-11 ~7Jhat peri:mn do you uaWilly go to for help 

with y:.rur prubliJt!JS'l" there were 106 studem;,a out o !' 170 who claim to g;at 

their best advie,e from their pare!l.ts or other f'amily m.amoers and 30 mo 

solve th!eir problems without &,ny help from any,:;ne. More $tudenta indien.ted 

that friends helped: them in solving; their p:roulams than teachtU'St aM only 

fiv~ listed their ministers aa the per$on to whom thay cnrrie~ their pnlblems. 

A chart a1n:eeaing ti,s Hxbihit R. rage 4). $:hows tho !'raqaoncy with whicb 

students call on tlif'feront personnel :for help in solving ,roblems. 

:ihe student queErtionnaires revealed 'that the stud.onto of Poteau iiigh 

School have varied id-aa.$ ae to nz:1hat i& the mo et import$-!lt ona thin!; the 

school should. de for 7cn:ft. n 'This is shown by ·the chart o i'fered •s ~xhibit l..,. 

IJS.t;o 41.. As 11u,ulcl be EtXf,octa.1 the' larger portion oi' ·them expressed boliei' 

.that thi» sehoo.1 anould pre1:art> f.hera. .f'or the future,, v-oeotiunally and 

edu~tionnlly,,. yet 3-7 0£ thero said it should ,~ive them mora satisiyi;ir; 

social .. r,Byoholo~ieal relatians'hipg;. I:lritr.y of <their answarll were as i'iJllows: 

:rio (Z-e"Ja?"I:) ~a i'or a v,:-icid,i.%::t 1111u teaoh us. to ft$t along with people, '1 

nl:repa.re ua to be a succasis in lii'a, :1ot only in soh.elas'tie nrattervj but in 

bttflership as well and llolp us to davafop our co~non sansa,, tt rraelp me to be 

abls, 't,} biz s. e;ood. oitizen and t! :nor>!) abls por.-.o:.t to m$ke my Vff;,y in this 

l':ot:ld. n aGivo ~ 1:ill the adt~csti,,;,n I oan r;et a.an tee.ct. m~ to unde-rstand 
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Health a.n.4 ?hyaieal Uevelopwmt 

i'1rumc&. Liv1n.g Cond::ltioW$ and Environment 

Social ed. f'leereation•l Aoti vi ti-ea 

Co1irt:ah1p, Su anct &rriag.1 

So c:ial-pl.l;robologioa.l t~latio,na 

Personal-psychological ltela'tiona 

~ eAd Family 

fhe 1'utur.Eu VQcational and Educa:tional 

Currioulum and Teaching. Pro.oedur<ta 

Hora.ls ~nd Religion 

Co:tdllg 

4 

10 

21 

3 

51 

20 

l 

8 

$1 

li 

! 

Lea'li;14i 

0 

33 

5 

5 

1 

21 

8 

65 
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Personnel Sophomores Junior• 

r arenta 65% 52;{ 4~ 

·ri.u.da 10% },C 

T aohera 1,,.f. 7ft% 16% 

! iete-ra 0~ ,.-
-Solved 01lffi probl 8 15% 21% 6}( 



ClUi.Rf sao~nm 'l.ID,i; 1''illsQ'U"~1CY \'i!ICH rnE IDEAS Of reE S:TUD:fflU.'S 
O:W' Till!: POO'EAU i!lGn $QiOOL oom:lEW:UN'G HOW 'l'S:8 S0ROOL CA!! HJ'!:I.P :rw;;~~ MOST 

FELL ni-r~ TLiB VARIOl.iS AS? ECfS Oii' L IVniO 

Soci.al-peyclm1og.i<=ru Re-lati®e 

Curriculum and T.eaohing Fnoe&lt-ea 

:Pe:r&oul-payc:hologie-al Relation• 

l>..,.inan.oe-. Living Condition• and Environment 

l!orals and ~ligion 

llealth and :Physical Dl.,,relopment 

11om• and family 

Courlship, Sex~ Uar:riage 

14 

9 

1 

4. 

l 
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junio :r1. and senior g:r,xUflS. ,Jue .atri 

to ·the question fl(>hat b no-..., g;iviug 

a Hi'a:renoe ms shown in th$ repliGs 

the f";reate:st sati:sfaction'f 11 '{;hile 

plaruiiuf; their futux·o vr,oatioc ~nd edttca.tion.. Yet,11 in 

,,f '!;bis s~1e cla~;i; lis'ted t.b.e plrAnt:dng for their i\lt'..i:te as 'the 

typiS'ied 

ntot1 ~olf'-oai~1to:re·.i.," 1·nol; htnrin:£ ~n:,:r i\n1,n 11\:0:rryi:ar;_." iii:n.d 'Jlosing; my t<,:Hl.:?ar.it 

A majririty of ·t.}15 senior ch, as 11::lti. sit:uatio.Js which mEly bc.: elaaaifiad 
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school ·out only about. 50:,l Q[' the ,1.ophomore:;; a.ut! juniors i'eal the za-:is about 

it. 1'he otllar fof: of ti~e tvro y,au:ar;er clr,.sse::. listsu e-urricul® £llid, teachi;ng 

fJ.OcedurtHi tu what t:n.y dislike-cl raos·c. 1n the senior J~rou1'l< 6.1;:?; of the roplies 

to the qilestion 11',&1,rt dt) you like l~aift abcrut ynur sohool'i" fell i1:1 the t:i.rea 

o!' adjust.manta tu school wo:rk:. Some of their answers wer~ 1•gettiui; low 

grades,1i nar:raicl of' f'ailin&:•" and nC8n 1t ee-e tha:t sch$ol itJ doinc me any 

i'irumoial insecurity was impli.od by :51}/; .c,f' the sonioro &,$ being their 

gras:test :probl1ll4t at ·th.a ;?resent time and 305'~ listed their t'uture vocati,:l.tal 

and e.dueatiowa1l plm:ui. Zhe sophoUIDr$s prtl~o,:i to have e.lm".)st twico t:n;:; :rJal~ 

pro'bl~ms in tho f insnciEA,l ns:peet of livin.;:; ,a:J .il.d tha jun.i-,ra. Zi11.ile nioral 

e:nd r-eliiioue !'r',ublems were indio-~ted by 2v~Z of: the junio1~ olasa. !Cld by 

t>nly 4/Z ot 'the s.1ophora:ore class, no sen:11.1>re in,ticated problems at all in ~\is 

4ls;,'.Hi'.le't, ot living. 

In ol:uu·ting the replie.l:i to tb.e ques·tion '1-j'J,at do you liko to do in your 

apare tiri,'.i)t ll all three grou,ps plse·ed approximately equol importenoo on both 

QOtiV'ities of social and recreational n~turG and plf&n& i'or tlie future.a 

Studet.it problwis indicated a& d.ominant U:(H)n. entering the i'oteau school 

appeared in t.ha ares. or soeiel-!Hiycholo~;icel roll:d;ions by 4Ji!}';, of the sophomore:G: 

and S7ii of the seniors, mile only 10;; of' ti'l!i junior oliiss expressed probl~,ne 

in this e:s:f}aet o:i' liviu~. Their probla~ eppeartd -:,ore oi'ten in the 6c?"e& 

.of soci&l and reertuttional soti.vitiea ... 

:t't1e, irnvho.mor!(';).iJ am sunir;,rs iru:ilc:irted that Si11,1; of ,each elass: expected 

problems o.f their .niture: vocatLm. t,u:1ct e..tuoati,-;,n t.o aipel.'iJ.~ when they had 

finistu!ilsi school. fl$ did 45}/;; rrf thl) junior ch.:ss. Fin:tmciM frobl021:s a:n, 

expeotc.d b~l 2~~;: of t::ie .s1iphov:ore cl9s~ 6nd by 21;; oi' the junior class 

while ,:lnly n~:~~ of ma sr.,nfors :t.nr.iicate i'l>:f,oeta"lcy or i;;robla"!ls in t}.ie aE.rpect 

1ilil' livi.ns;. 



In ehartb1g the :rer,1iol'J tc.i tisi.e quescfon 11 :,hat is: trm rn,,..,.st im}?o:rtant 

m1:S thins the ,;11;bool sh.aulu <lo f:,r :r':lu'?. '1 the ::mn.i•:)t'G were equ~lly di vidad, 

f.lntbi.'ying sooial--rsychologienl relr1i.Lnu.ihi1;ni. 1'.he two yy,iugar cla$ .. 'aS 

i.:idica.ted 'by~. lnrr;e percant tha'l:; th~ 11rnht.h:il sb.crnld prepare themi'or ;GcC)CiI1l­

psych->logical rell)tiunships; b.01.'i'evor" ·the ltu·r;est pero,3nt ex:pr,osisod v,::ioat1mial 

and educatL,rwl p:re:;,ai·atbn for tho future as the :roost irupoI"tant on~ ·thing 

tb~ scho,;l uhoulcl do for "them.. 
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all possible inform&.ti,;n conoe:mfag th~ vudoua !'actors ,..,.tiieh d~tarmiM 

sue,eeas in th.e C..'H>Hn .t"ieltl. 

l'he ,q-:.iestien of: l'i.Ow m&"ly kind.e of oli'nical aenice shoiAld to av::.ilablo 

to the studiant boey· ~:t a sm&.11 aob.ool is an or;en quastien. Eapaefolly i~ 

thia ao if i.he oom:inmity t.>ff'ere speci~lizsd ~orvices 'Whieh the sehool 11ua.7 
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call upon in det..:n::mining ·t:ie phy~ieul. ment.nl. eoono;~io. o:>cial. ruld also 

eduoa.tLm.$1 needs tlf the at:udenta.. uowever.- in U1e l·oteai.i. Schr.)ols imoei.8.list• 

are avoilabl'@ only in the area ii>f health a?rl phy.doS'.l development and serve 

only a:1 small number of studo:nta. 

l/lrwvidon needs to :ba made for aocu.mulating a 'btltter. stock of guidar1eo 

:material b, the library,. s.nd for &$sisti.ug students in .f'indi~ f'ull-tL'jfj 

jobs or per·t-time opportunity to oa.rn iti th-ey learn in tho soh.o-ols of lligher 

odU<Hil·t.fon. Ileapoasibility ~houltl abo be deleg;ateu t.o s.ome .OOiitaittea t'or 

making ave.ila hle. to 11orlhy stuaenta int"omati,;;n on aci:u>UA rahips in oollegea 

alld univorsit1ea. 

It: is generally aoc19ipted tltat~ the more paraonal iuir':.:lmaJ,fon available to 

th.a oouna1dor the mora effective bacoaes his counseling. T'ne coll$Ot1ng of 

dati:l on students i.hould be nu a.oti vity of every oleH:room teachsi:. J.'his 

i.nx"'orme.tion shoul~ be passed on 'to the prin.eii-;,al or the director 1.1f ;_;uid.anee 

to ha lJladrJ av:z.il.at,le to ths entire s.ttiiL\ Such info:rm4t.h:,n should ir1clude 

b.e pla.OQ:d uvon the eoll.\ttiting and use oi.t' cu:uulati:\re records in promoting 

&'.' efi'echivz,; buid~nee prop·sm.. yt.h.e teach!lr& 1 ques:f;i<,;;nnaire revealed ti1.at 

ooly 26}:~ of the Poteau High School f·aculty r,3cognhe the noad. tor multiple 

records m:i. the growth aru proGJ:-coss of each s:tl.tdent or make a practice: oi' 
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Students com.tag in !'ro.n 0th.or sehoola frequently .are 1n need of' help 

in making pt"oper adjustmeu:t.s to &, new pbyaical and aooial environment. The 

'pnyeical plant of tbe school,. the marking syfStem,. and rules 1:u1d regulati:ma 

«N some ot the h.a:.ard.a \'li1.ieh ecnf'ront irupila upon ent11n·ing a new s-0hool. 

It h auggil>eted. that orlentati1::,n sh;:>uld be th.e task r,f evory classroom 

tellC!'l.er in ·c he .aebo:01. 

Fa.()\ll v m6&tings in tmt Poteau High 31:)hool are not eoh-eduled at regul,ar 

iiate:rvala but w~u held ar11 condUeted itt e. 110st deooratio mmmer. lluidancu, 

proOQdunui haw b•en studied and diseusaed •'t length;. however, an in-a&rvioe 

training pro gram !'or teaoht1ra seeme advisable in this aehool. 

In gener•l tho teacher.a seem to f o•l that a \1holeao.ne P'Jfril-~e.oher 

Nl'itioll en.at.a in l?oteau :d.igh School and tnat the stud,n:i:ts bring their 

problaa trffly to fac.J.llty ~ere. ~owevGr,. th.• student qU&stionnaire did 

not sup,povt this bsl.iet. It 1e evident ·that tb.e etud.ont• are not ge>JUJl":dly 

••re c,t' the wtlli:a!ne1u1 up~n the part of' the teache'ra to help 'the in 

oolvb1g their probleiae. Since a child. !!)ttnda most of hi.a •akin; hours 1.n 

the eehool,. it is e;madng to i'iud Gnl;r a .small porcent seeking guidance 

:from persons coimected with this org:Qrliaation. 

the guidm1oe progr.am requires th& aervicea aad coof9nti011 of the entir& 

staff with leederi.tlip qualified throu.g}l training and personal qaU.tiei;;. 

i!'tectiv.a p,rogrema provide f<,r both groilt) end !udi'!lidut1l gttidauco; hew&vlll"• 

a-pecialista in all areae ot aervice ar.u· u~t ne~••M"Y if community reaooretHl 

are a~:llable. The .entire z.'aculty si1ould partioi1;;,ate in the activity ~f' 

seC".1tlnz ant uains data ~n. individ:u~l atudeiite.. Clase ooors$ rat1ou tHtheen 

the home and the sehool aho.uld be en®ur~ied and d&velopttd... A program tor 

following-ur art.wienta should be ore;ar..1.zed to esaist 111tudenta e.f'ter t,,"ley 

leeve: achool en,.i to also serve as a baaia for curriculum rev-bion. l'he 
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l'ote'·S:U !Ugh Sehool &taff tu·e not meeting; adeqru1taly ·th~ needs of tbe students. 

It appears ~ao that ma.ny .of the, members 0£ the teaching start haire un:war:reni;ed 

, corlvid;;~)in the etfeotiveness. ot' the p.Nse:11t .!bUid.ance p:roceiture:a.. Iiegardless 
"----'·--·- -"---·- ·-·~-''·'"'"",_.,._.c~·"·---

I" 
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