


11

’
JOHN C. FREMONT'S CONTRIBUTION
TO THE WINNING OF CALIFORINA

By
JESSE BAILEY
Bachelor of Arts
Southeastern State College
Durant, Oklshoma
1941

Submitted to the Depertment of History
Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College
In Partlal Fulfiliment of the Requirements
for the Degree of
MASTER OF ARTS
1948



i11

ORLAHOA
APPROVED BY: {GmATaAL uauu.sgu:él, COLLKGE
MAY 6 1949

B A

231199



iv

PREPACE

In this work the student has made no attempt to add any-
thing to the existling smou:t of materlial avallable concerning
John Charles Freémont. Hather he has attempted to analyze
carefully the part played by this controversial character at
the time our nation was pushing her boundaries to the Pacifice

¥uch has been written about the chief figure of this
worke 7The student has undertsken the task of wslighing the
different iInterpretations of the contributions of the man,
Freémont, by comparing his work as viewed by hls friends and
by his foes. In making this evaluation he has avalled him-
self of the memoirs of Frémont's contemporaries as well as
those of Fremont himself. Wherever possible documentary
sources have been used.

¥aterial contained hereln has been found in the library
of the Oklehoma Agricultural and Mechanleal College, in the
library of the University of Washington, Seattle, and in books
from the Library of Congress which have been secured on inter-
library loane.

The student 1s deeply indebted to Professors George E.
Lewis, Norbert R. Mshnken, and Os A. Hilton, of the History
Department, Oklahome Agricultural snd Mechanlical College,
whose helpful criticism and supervision have made this work
possible.
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EARLY LIFE AND EXPLORATIONS
Chapter I

In considering the contributions of a person it is often
necessary to look into his ancestry and background in order to
eveluate his actse ZEspeclally is this necessary when dealing
with such a controversial character as John Charles Freémont.

fils mother was Ann Beverly Whiting, youngest daughter of
Colonel Thomas Whiting. The Whitings were one of the best
femilies of tidewater Virginia. Orphaned at an early age,

Ann was reared by a married sister, and, as a result of her
sister's planning, married John Pryor. Although a man of wealth,
Pryor was msny years older than his young wife and was stricken
with the gout.l

It was only natural that such a good looking young woman
should be notlced by Jean Charles Fremon,2 a dashing French
émigred with a very adventurous past. The year was 1810, and
at this period of our history our relations with the French
were unusually cordlal.

The couple eloped, and differences of opilnion exist as to
whether Ann and Pryor had been granted a divorce prior to the
elopement. Records exist that indicate Pryor's petition to the
Virginia legislature for a divorce was denled on Dece 11, 1811.%

4

la11len Nevins, %&, Pathmarker of the West (New York:

De Appleton-Century any, IncCs., 1909), ps 4. Hereafter clted
as Allan Nevins, Fremont, Pathmarker.

2John C. Frémont, for reasons that are not entirely clear,
changed the spelling of his name.

®Allan Nevins, Frémont, Pathmarker, p. 8.



The birth of John Charles Frémont on Jan. 21, 1813, in
Savannah, Georgla, ls so clouded with obscurity that his poll-
tical enemies were able to refer to it as lllegitimate during
Fremont's campalgn for the presidency of the United States in
1656.4

Freémon dled in 1818 and his destitute famlly moved to
Charleston, South Carclina. In this old town of meny French
Huguenots, young John began to feel that hls French blood was
an asset rather than a lisbility. He was soon able to move in
the best clrcles and qulckly made friends.®

A friend of the youth sent him to a preparatory school in
order to prepare him for the ministry or bar, but the indoor
1life proved too boring. However, the knowledge of mathematics,
botany, physies, and chemistry gained in the preparatory school
was to prove very valuable later winen Fremont made his famous
explorations to the Weste®

Though expelled from school for irregular attendance, his
reputation for brilliancy enabled him to secure a position as
tutor 1n a private schoole He read wisely, and it is probable
that a book on practical astronomy so fascinated him as to lay
the ground work for his later familierity with the heavens.

Young Frémont made friends with a Creole family and roamed

4A11en Nevins, Fremont, the West's Greatest Adventurer
ther

(New York: Harper Bro s, 1928), Vole I, DPe O0Ze Hereafter
cited as Allan Hevins, Pr‘ont. Adventurers.

5Ib1d-t' Pe 5o
Spictionary of American %gmi_ (Wew York: Charles
Scritner's Sons, 1951), Vole VIL, Pe




the woods with the two boys of the family. He realized in later
years that his boyhood days in the wllds influenced hls whole
lifes”?

He alsoc became scquainted with Joel Re Poinsett. This
distingulshed citizen of Charleston had Just returned from
Mexico where he had served as our minister from 1825-29.°
This friendshlp was to have beneficlal consequences for Fremont
in succeeding years, as wlll be indicated.

In 1832 Presldent Andrew Jackson sent the warship Natchez
to Charleston harbor when the South Carolina leglslature passed
the Sullification Crdinance. Outbreak of war between South
Carolina and the United States seemed certain. iWhen the crisls
passed the warshlp returned to Hampton Roads, Virginis. On
its subsequent crulse to South America, Frémont went slong as
an instructor in mathematics, a position he secured largely
through Poinsett's influence.’

He gained some experlence when he helped survey the route
of a projected rallway between Charleston and Cincinnati.
During the winter of 1837-38 the government needed a survey
mede of the reglon in Georgla then occupled by the Cherockee
Indians. Fremont wrote of this mllitary reconnalssance, to
which he was appelinted:

7John Charles Fremont, Memolrs of My Life: A Retrospect
of Years (New York: é.n'T ;?' ﬁmmy. Em),
Pe 20. Hereafter cited as John Ce Fremont, Hemoirs.

8

Je Fred Rippy Jeol R. Polnsett satile American
(Iurnem, NeCe: University Press, 19355), pe 105. Hereafter
cited as J. Fred Rippy, Poi.nutt..

®pictionary of Americen Blography, Vole VII, p. 19



Here I found the path I was destined to walkl Through
life was to be mtz ﬁ-ﬁ?éw m";fui.’u;tﬁ-
out of its There were to be no more years wasted in ten-
tative efforts to find a way for my e The work was laid
ont%itbogmhoroﬂ.hham continuity of pure
In 1838 Fremont's friend, Joel R. Polnsett, was appointed
Secretary of ¥War by President Van Buren.ll He knew that Fremont
desired a commission and ordered him to Washington where the
young man was commissioned a second lieutenant in the Topo-
graphical Corpse In this capacity he accompanied a survey
party led by Jean Hichlas Nicollet that explored the region
lying between the Hissouri and the Upper Mississippl Rivers.l®
On the return of the expedltion Fremont spent more than
a year alding the scientists complle the data collected and
complete the reports and maps of the area which had been sure
veyede After these reports had been completed Fremont had
some leisure time on his handse He soon became a welcome fige
ure at the soclal functions of the capitale His ability to
talk of South American ports and Indian life and his boundless
energy and charm doubtless help to explain this popularity.ld

Senator Thomas He Benton, United States Senator from

10john Ce Fremont, Memoirs, ps 24e
115, Prea Rlppy, Polnsett, pe 168.
1250in Ce Frefont, Memolrs, pe 3G

# Jog. *1{ of the % ﬁ Public %-gﬁb'

ohzx Blgolo'c,



Kissourl, was much interested in western expansion.l® He
visited Frémont and Nicollet while they were completing thelr
reports and maps, and Fremont subsequently wrote that hls
interviews with Benton were very lmportant in shaping his
later career.t®

Benton had long been in favor of pushing American cla.i.m.
to the Pacifice Years later hls daughter spoke thus of the
Senator in a blogrephical sketch:

sesefie found in my fether an eppreclative friend.

Mre Frémont had been the topographical engineer of the
surveys and was now maeking up his mapse My father found
iy SRy T e o St S AT -
lationg«*®

From time to time other senators met with them at Benton's
homes Fremont was called upon to tell of his surveys, and
gradually & scheme was formulated for a mapping expedition
of the Northwestel”

Fremont first met Jessie, the Bentons' second oldest
daughter, at the Benton home in Washington. As thelr interest
in each other grew, the parenta became alarmed. DBenton pro-
tosted that Jessle was too young to think of marriage. Ffro-
mont later described lMrs. Benton's attitude regarding his

courtship in this mamner:

14500rge Pe Garrison, We %ﬁ%, (lew
York: Harper and Bx-othorn: Iﬁ. . m%?’%%oﬂ as
Hestward Expansion.

George Fe Carrison,
1570mn Co Fremont, Memoirs, ps 66.
161b1d., pe 13
17;9_1&., Pe GG



Mrose Benton was not always friendly to my sult,
though to me she always wase £She thought her
much too young -- she was but sixteen -~ and beyond thils
that the unsettled l1life of an army officer was VOI'=
sble to making such & home as she wlghed for here
The Bentons, through the ald of the Secretary of War,

Joel Re Poinsett, had Fremont commissioned in the summer of
1841 to make a survey of the Des lMoines Rivers Frefmont was
placed in charge of the expedlitions He set out to the dlscharge
of this duty with such splrits as he could command, finlished
15, and returned to Washingtons On Octe 19, 1841, shortly
after his return, the lmpatlient lovers were married.l?
When the couple told Senator Benton of the wedding, a
stormy scene followede Dut as the days passed Benton was
reconciled, and the famlly accepted Fremont wholeheartedly.
Prémont was fortunste in the time in which he lived, for
the decade of the elighteen fortlies was the outstanding period
of American expansions It was during this time that Texas and
the Southwest, Callfornla, and Oregon were added to the Unione
Another factor in his favor was that hls father-in-law was
perhaps the greatest exponent of western expansion in Congresse
In 1825 Senator Benton had introduced into the Semate a bill
to authorize the President to use the Army and Navy in the
protection of American interests in Oregon. Though many of
his colleagues opposed him and the measure was defeated, he

181b1de, pe 68
1970hn Bigelow, Hemolr, pe 54.



persisted year after year in hls contentions that the Stars
end Stripes were destined to fly over all the westerm area
now within the United States.®0

In 1841 an appropriation of §30,000 was made by Congress
for the purpose of financing an expedition to reassure the
western sebttlers of the governmment's interest in them and to
advertise the importance of Oregon to the publice However,
it wasn't untll later years that Benton admitted that one
purpose of the expedition was to ald the Oregon emigration.<t

On May 2, 1842, Fremont, now twenty-nine years of age,
left Washington for St. Louls, Missourl, to organize and
lead the expeditions Untll recently he had been an umnoticed
lieutenant, but his marriage to Senator Benton's daughter had
made him a figure known to many of the Inhabltants of the
capltals Only a few months before he had been a green assist-
ant to Nicollet, but now he was to step Into the shoes of the
latter.2?

As gulde of the expedition Fremont was extremely fortunate
to secure the services of Kit Carsone Only thirty-three years
of a e at that time, Carson was well qualified, for he knew the
West as well as any other mane "He was cool, qulet, observant

20¢0r Fession ks 20 Conge, 2 sess. (Washington:
Elair 5 15917, De 659 Hereafter cited as Cong.
Glﬂb. ﬁ mg" 8 ““.

2lThomae Hart Benton, ;aa-a.aso (New
York: De Appleton and Gnlpnv Here-

af'ter cited as Thomas He Benton, ;_tx Y.arl.
22M11en Nevins, Fremont, Adventurer, Vole Iy pe 90.



end determined; the ideal complement of the quick, sensitive
passionate, indomitable Frémont. 2%

During the period of four months Frémont's party accom-
plished all the objectives required by the government. They
journeyed far enough up the Kansas River to ascertalin 1ts char-
acter, and then followed one of 1ts branches to its scurce in
the mountaina. They went through the South Pass, and Frémont
and four of his men climbed the highest peak found in that
reglon. They returned by the valley of the Platte River,
following that stream and determining its navagibility and
the character of the region.24

Upon his return to Washington Frémont learned that Senator
Benton was already planning a second expedltion -- one to
reach the Pacific Coast -- and_he hurriedly began the report
to Congress of the recently completed expedition. Upon its
completion a resolution was passed in the Senate that it be
printed for Congress with 1,000 extra coples for free distri-
bution.?

The most important contribution made by thils report was
1ts declaration that the plains Letween the Missourl and the
foothllls of the Rockles were fertile and the Great American
Desert did not exist in that area. The delusion that an Amer-

lcan Sahara lay in reglons whlch are now the very granary of

23p11en Nevins, Prémont, Adventurer, Vol. I, p. 101.

#congressional Globe, 27 Cong., 3 sess. (Washlngton:
Blair aend kives, 1643), ps 390.

251b1d.




the United States persisted, however, until the gold rush of
1849 finally disproved that erronecus bellef,20

Fréwnt'a report twmed much attention toward Oregon and
many settlers left Missourl for that reglone President Tyler,
however, in his annual megsage to Congress in December, 1842,
expressed the thought that 1t would be wise to walt until the
respective claims of Ureat Britain and the United States were
ad justed before granting titles to land in the Oregon comt-ry.m

The resentment of the expansionists was lmmediate, and a
Pill was Introduced in the Senate which provided for the cone
structlon of a serles of forts along the Oregon route and one
at the mouth of the Columbia Rlver. The bill also provided
that each adult settler should be glven a sectlion of Oregon
land as a homestead.?® Though this bill was killed in the
House of Representatives, much was accomplished toward turning
the public's atitentlion toward the Northwest.

Fremont sought and obtalned orders for a second expedi-
tion when his first one was barely completeds His orders were
to complete hig line of survey across the continents Little
was known concerning the whole western slope of our continent,
and that little was mostly guessworke<®

26Al1en Nevins, Fremont, Pathmarker, pe 124e
27 james David Richardson (eds)

304 Papers of the President, 1767-1507 (Vas B2 BLERe.
Prin ce, » le s Pe 8« Hereafter cited as
James D Richardson, Messages and Papers.

“Crhomas He Benton, Thirty Years, Vols II, pe 469.
1bld., p. 580
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This expedition left the present site of Kansas Clty,
Missouri, on the 20th of May, 1843 On the 4th of November
they had reached Fort Vancouver on the Columbla River, which
was the sppointed terminus of the Journey. On returning to
the present site of The Dalles the party decided to traverse
what 18 now the state of Oregon from the north to the south.™©

On Harch 6, 1544, the expedition had crossed the present
state of Oregon from the Columbia River in a southerly direc-
tlone They crossed over intc what is now California and proe
visioned at John Ae Sutter's fort.Sl

As the expedition made its way to the United States, it
returned by way of the present state of Utahe The attentlon
of the Mormons was [{lrst turned to the Selt Lake reglon by
Fremont's report of his survey. Senator Benton afterwards
claimed that Fremont's visit to California was our first step
toward the scquisition of that province.><

%0p11an Nevins, Fremont, Pathmarker, p. 145.

*jom Bigelow, Hemoir, p. 108

%2momas He Benton, Thirty Years, Vole IT, pe 581e



CALIFORNIA BEFORE THE CORQUEST
Chapter II

The state of Califomia, according to the 1940 census,
contained a population of 6,907,387, and the Census Bureau's
population estimate for July 1, 1945, was £,822,688. One city,
Ios Angeles, in 1940, had a population well over 1,500,000,
while five other citles had over 100,000.1 In comparing the
California of today with the province while under Mexlican rule
we find:

Under Mexlcan rule Californla, the Golden West,
was anything but golden. It was poor, shiftless and
pitiful; unprotected, wndeveloped, unenlightened, un-
considered; helpless and almost hopeless. Although
the province extended from the Paclfic to the Rocky
Mountains, only a strip some fifty miles wide was oc-
cupled by white men, and but a amall part of that frac-
tion consisted of farms regularly owmed. The famous
missions wrecked by the Mexican government, lay in ruins.
In ten degrees of latitude there was but one considerable
seaport, Monterey, a village of about one hundred small
houses; and the only other sizable towm, Los Angeles,
contained some 1500 persons, wlth perhaps an equal
number in places depending upon ite The totsl population
in 1845 amounted probably to something like 10,000
whites, 5000 Indians in the stage of civilization repre-
sented by the breechelout, and 10,000 other savages.

Today the connection of California with the North Pacific
area is overlooked, yet the name Callifornla was once applled
to the entire coamst from the tip of Lower California to Alaska.
A 1little more than a hundred years ago California was a base

1001-“1-% Atlas (Chicago: Rand McNally & Compeny, 1947)
7oth *s DPDe ()

2Justin He Smith, The War with co (Hew York: The Hac-
miilan Company, 1919), Vole I, Pe 515. reafter clted as
Je He Smith, War wi.th Mexlico.
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for Spanish voyages to lootkaes It later came within the sphere
of Russia's intereste Simlilarly the British sdvance across the
continent by way of Canada reached the northern edge of the
province, and Great Britain undertook plans for the commerclal
and perhaps political absorption of California.d

By the treaty between the United States and Russia con-
cluded April 17, 1824, the northern limit of the claims of the
United States was fixed at 54° 40' north lattitude, the southern
boundary of Alaskae. It was also agreed that the citlizens of
the United States were not to settle north of that line nor
were Russian subjects to settle to the southe? Thus Russia
left it to Great Brilitaln and the Unlted States to contest the
territory south of 54° 40's

The Indlans of Califomls were very weak and primitive.
They did not delay white settlement and conquest for a single
day, once the white man had overcome the obstacles of nature.
This is evidence of thelr weslkness, but that the Spaniards
were so successful in coping with them is more a tribute to
Spanish colonizing skill than conclusive proof of Indian ine
capacity.® Illustrative of the low opinion in which the Spaniards

3
John Walton Caughey % a (New York: Prentice-Hall
Ince, 1946), pe Se bruftor as John We. Caughey, cnlu'-'

“sunter Wller (ed.), L&%ﬁﬁ_ﬂﬂ_t

ﬁé&%m e
ce, s DDe 151-155. Herealter clted

as Hunter HMlller, Treaties.

5

Charles Ee Chapman, a
Period (Wew York: The n-ﬁﬁ%%—, Pe e
alter cited as Chases E« Chapman, cnnrow



13

held the Indlans of Califormia i1s the fact that the first
Spanish colonizers employed no more compllmentary adjectlves
then "peaceful"™ or "numerous” to describe them. S

Hew Spain, the name glven to Hexlco by the Spanlsh sett-
lers rather than Spain itself, was the base lor explorations
towards, to, and beyond Califormlae. Callfornia was governed
as an offshoot of New Spain, and thls relationship was cone
tinued until the United States took possession. California
stands as an example of a colony that derived much from 16th
century New Spain snd had much in common with ite

On his famous voyage sround the world in the latter part
of the sixteenth century Sir Francls Drake spent a month along
the northern ccast of Californla repalring and provisioning
his vessel and exchanging presents with the Indiens. He also
took possession of the land in the name of Queen Ellizabeth and
named the entire province Nova Albion.? For nearly 300 years
Great Britain used this voysge as a Lasls for her claim to the
west coast of the present Unlted States.

As early as 1542 Spanish explorers had traversged the coast
of Alta or Upper California. It was not, however, until the
1760's when the Russlsn Sear threstened along the northern
coast, and the Brltlnﬁ evinced a lively interest in the area
that Spain roused herself to send colonists .tho:-o. That Alta
Callfornlia was but a fraglle outpost for several years after

SJomn W. Caughey, California, p. 21.
71‘3’.{1’. Pe 67
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the first settlements had been made can be seen when one learns
that only two presidios and five misslons were bullt by the
end of 1773« During the next half century numerous other
settlements were made. The settlements In Alta Califomia
remained largely coastal until John A. Sutter and other allens
began to cccupy the great valleys in the 1840'8.8
The mission was not duplicated or even approximated on
the Angloe-American frontier, and yet 1t 1a the best known insti-
tution of Spanish Americae. The mission was temporary in that
it was deslgned to continue in a glven locallty only leng enough
to get the Indlans on the road to Chrlstlanity and clvilizatlon.
Then 1t would be secularized or converted into a parish church
and the mission lands dlstributed among the mission Indilsns.’
Alta Califomila was one of the few reglons now a part of
the United States which had an active part in the Spanish
American wars of independence. Her military participation
was limited to one brief naval attack of some insurgent shipse.
It appeared for awhile that Alta California might free herself
from Spain and bDecome an independent republice She remained
loyal tc Spain, however, and the people of the province were
in the main ignorant of the scope and lumportance of the series
of wars beilng fought in the Americase They never doubted the
king would winel9

S1bid., pe 182.

“Ibld., p. 86

mm Ee Chspman, California, pe 438.
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Early in 1822 Californle was informed of the success of
the Mexlican Revolutione The governor of the province assembled
the junta for the purpose of making the announcement, and the
province was declared a part of the Mexlcan Empire.il

In Mexlce Californla's congressman urged the establishment
of a protective colony against the Russlanse In 1834 two
hundred and four colonists were recruited in Mexlco and salled
for California. They settled in the Sonoma Valley where they
were later joined by a few other coleonists.*® On the whole,
however, the Mexlcan government falled to realize the neces-
sity of sugmenting the populatlion of California by colonlza-
tion from Mexlcoes The white population, as we have seen, re-
mained smalle.

The demand of New Ingland manufacturers for a leather
supply for their boot and shoe industries famlllarized lew
Englanders with Califomis and made them aware of its poten-
tialities. Ilde mnd tallow constlituted almost the only Cal-
ifornia products that were sold to forelgn trading ships after
1620 All up and down the coast a hide was lmown as a "Calife
ornia Banimote". The hide and taliow trade promoted the ine
filtration of Americans into the province.ld

Another trade outlet was the Hudson's Bay Company's

11 50m We Caughey, Californis, p. 187.

121b1d., pe 192.
My o3 tty: Stantord Thivesclly P
(Stanford Universl rua,

Hereafter cited as Re Le Underhill, Cowhides to m Flesce:
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trading post at Yerba Buena (San Franclsco)e. The manager of
the post was instructed not only teo conduct trade but also to
look toward the possible acquisition of the provinece for the
Britishe. In 1839 Alexander Forbes, British vice-consul at
Teplc, Mexico, wrote his Hlstory of Upper and Lower California.
This work was intended primarily as propaganda to bring about
British colonization. Whether the Iritish home government was
interested or not in the efforts to acquire Califommia for the
Empire, British offlclals in Califomia and Mexlco were thor-
oughly detesrmined to snatch the province out of the grasp of
the United States.lé

President Andrew Jackson made the {irst open attempts at
acquisition in 1835 when he authorized his diplomatic agent in
¥exico to offer the sum of §$500,000 for San Franclsco Bay and
the northern half of the province, considered to be the only
valuable region sc far as the Unlted States was concerneds The
offer came to naught, for Hexico refused to sell.lS

In 1844 Thomas O« Larkin, a merchant of Monterey, was
appointed American consul at that port. He was directed by
the State Department to exert the greatest vigilance in dls-
covering and defeating any attempts which might be made by any
foreign power to acquire control over the province. HHe was also
directed to persuade the Californians to resist any sttempts

1470 We Caughey, California, pe 267.

Governmen ce, ), Noe 42, pe 18.
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to transfer the province to Great Britaln or France. Through
Larkin the State Department promlsed the people of California
that the United States government would support them in resist-
ing forelgn mcquisition.t®

Shortly after his inauguration in March, 1845, President
James K« Polk sent John Slidell to Mexico City to offer the
Mexlcan government up to §40,000,000 for Californiael? Polk
had already declided upon annexation snd in hils first ananual
message to Congress in December, 1845, he invoked the Monroe
Doctrine:

Thls principle will apply with greatly increased
force should any European power attempt to establish
any new colony in NHorth Americas In the existing cir-
cumstances of the world the present i1s deemed a proper
occasion to relterate and reaffirm the principle avowed
by Mre Monroe and to state qaoouual concurrence in
its wisdom and sound pollcye.

Almost his entire message was devoted to our relations
with Mexicoe Of these relations Polk stated:

The state of our relations with Mexico is still in
an unsettled condition. The minister of the United States
to Mexico at the date of the last ad visu had not been
recelved by the exlsting authorities.

A few yoars later Fremont found some pspers smong the

government archives when he was gathering proof of his proper

154’01::: We Caughey, Californis, pe 269.

% Clow York: tomimems pae Zhory of & Fregldset o

clted as Allan Hevins, Polk.

.Ims De FRlchardson, Messages and Papers, Vole Iv, pe 300.

1911:1;1., Pe 427
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conduct during the Bear Flag Revolt in California to present
to the Senate Military Affalrs Committee. This committee was
investizating claims against the United States government by
those who had supported Fremont's operationse Some of these
papers were undated, end Fremont used them in a translated form
as a part of his deposition. These documents show that other
countries besldes the Unlted States had designs on California.Z0
Eugene Inanl—rn,m- Catholic priest in California, wrote
the president of Mexlco that it did not require the gAft of
prophecy to foresee that within s short time Califormia would
cease to be a part of Mexlico, unless foreign rapacity should
be restrained. The best way to offset thils, so Macnamara
claimed, would be to colonlze the area, and since Mexlco had
such scant population Europe must furmish the settlers. In
his opinion the Irish-Cathollics were best suited to the reli-
glon, charascter, and temperament of the irhabltants of Mexicoe
Consequently, Macnamara proposed to bring 10,000 Irish Cathollecs
from Ireland to Californlia. Macnamara's objectivea were embod-
ied in his letter to the president of Hexlco:
Por this reason I propose, with the aid and approval
Dlave in Upper Gallfornia & coleny of Irtsh Catholicss
I have a triple object in making s propositions I

wish in the first place, to advance the cause of Cathe-
olicisme In the second, to contribute to the happlness

20genate s, 20 Conge, 2 sess. (Washington: Government
Prmmﬁﬂ.‘u, » Noe 75, 'p. 19, Hereafter clted as

Sen. Heports, 20 Conge, 2 sess.

2lppemont spells the name thus in hls deposition, although
some historians spell it "MacHNamara®.
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of my countrymene Thirdly, I wish to put an obatacle

in the way of further usurpations on the part of an

irreligious and anti-Cathollic nation. I, therefore,

propose to your excellency that there be conceded to

me, an extent of territory on the coast ora‘gp'per Cal-

ifornia, for the purpose I have indicated.

Macnamara proposed to locate the first colonists on the
Bay of Semn Frenclscoe. This was thought to be a sultable slite
since the Americans had nﬁtled at Bodega, a port abandoned
by the Russians, sbout thirty miles to the north of San Frane
clscos A second colony would be established at Monterey, and
a third at Santa Barbara. By this means the entire coast would
be secured and guarded sgalnst what Macnamara called the "plll-
ages and ravages of forelgners.” Macnamara propcsed to grant
a square league of land, some 4425 acres, to each famlly taken
to the provinces ¥hen each chlld married 1t would be glven
214 acres as a national g.rt.%
In another paper from Macnamara to the presldent of

Mexico he urged prompt action by Mexico. He emchasized that
if the means he proposed were not speedlly adopted the Calif-
ormlas would become a part of the American nation within enother
year, and the Catholic Institutions would be a prey of the
"Hethodlst wolves". The number of settlers he intended to
bring would be sufficlent to repel both the secret intrigues

and open attacks of the "Amerlcan usurpers".2¢

225en. Heports, 22 Conge, 2 sesse., No. 75, pe 19.
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The Mexican government acted favorably upon Macnamara's
proposale Plo Plco, governor of California, lssued grants to
Macnamara on July 4, 1846, for one sitio (4428 acres) for
each of the 3000 families to be brought to the San Joaquin
Valley«2®

In a serles of deposltions before the Senate Mllitary
Affairs Committee which a few years later investigated Fre-
mont's conduct six American settlers in Caelifornia at the time
of the American acquisition (Hlsdon A. Hoore, Re Ee. Russell,
Thos. E« Breckenridge, Joslash Ferguson, Je Ce Davis, and L. De
Vincenthaler) all testified that to the best of their knowledge
grants of land and bulldings were belng made by Mexlco to
cltizens of forelgn powers prlor to the Bear Flag Revolte.

They testified further that Fremont's movements did much to
interfere with the grents end sales.26

It is readily seen that during the years lmmediately
preceding 1846 Californla was very loosely attached to the
Mexlican Republice The settlers themselves realized that the
province would very likely break away from the mother country
voluntarily or be torn away by some lmperialistic powere. This

situation was to prepare the way for the acquisition of the
province by the United States.

251bid., pp. 24=-25.
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FREMONT, THE EMPIRE BUILDER
Chapter III

In Mey, 1845, John Ce Fremont, by this time a captain in
the topographical englneering corps, left Washington, De C.,
under orders of the War Department to explore the reglon west
of the Rocky mountainse. The alleged purposes of thls expedi-
tion were similer to those of his previous explorations and
were of a sclentific character with no view whatever of mili-
tary om-tiana.l

His primary object was to discover a new and shorter route
from the western base of the Rockles to the mouth of the Col=
umbla Rivere Not an officer nor a soldier of the United States
Army accompanied hime Hia entire force consisted of sixty-two
men employed by himself for securlty against Indlans and for
procuring subsistence in the wildemess and desert country
through which he must journeye?

In the winter of 1845-46 the party descended from the
high and rugged mouwntains to the Californis frontier one hune-
dred miles from Monterey glad of their escape from the suffer-
ing and perils of the long journey, and confident of enjoying
the hospitable welcome they had recelved the year before.>

Leaving his men on the frontier Fremont proceeded to

lcong. Globe, 29 Conge, 2 sess., appendix, p. 1l6.
®Ibid.
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Monterey on the third of March, 1846, to inform the Mexlcan
authorities of the condition of hls party and to obtain per-
misslon to recrult and procure the supplies necessary to proe
ceed with his expeditions On his way he was suddenly Inter-
cepted near Monterey by a cavalry troop which delivered him
an lmperious message from CGeneral Jose Castro, commander of
the Mexlicen troops in Californise Frémont end hls men were
ordered to retire instantly from the country. The rudeness
and belligerency of the message, along with Prémont's knowledge
that his party was in no manner prepsred to retire into the
desolate regions from which they had only recently emerged,
caused Frémont to refuse to obey Castro's command. This re-
fusal, as perhaps Freémont anticipated, was to be interpreted
as a challenge to the power of the Mexican government in
California.?

As soon as Freémont could return to his party, 1t was
decided they should take a position in the rough mountains
overlooking the plaeins of Montereye This position afforded
them protectlion from the expected attacke During the three
days they remained encamped there, they strengthened their
position by the erection of a rude fort of felled ocak trees.
During this time the Mexican forces were visible at the mission
of San Juan in the dlstance preparing for an attack.®

“gubert Howe Bancroft, ﬁ romu (San Frenclsco:
The History Company, 1&86), » r cited
as He He Bmeroft,
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Frémont erected a staff at Hawks' Peak, the highest point
of the elevation, and unfurled from it the flag of his country.
In a letter to his parents one of Fremont's men stated:

We walted for Castro three days; he would not
comnence the offensive, and we were getting short of
provisions and had to retreat. We are now camped at
the head nearly of Sacramento valley, on our way to
Oregone I think it very likely thnt we will return
yet, and go down through gali.fomia; peacefully if we
can, forcibly if we must.

Frémont sent a commmication to Consul Thomas O Larkin
at Monterey, after the latter had warned him he was about to
be attacked. Fremont told Lerkin that his party had done no
wrong to the people or to the authorities of the provinces
He also stated that i1f they were hemmed in and assaulted they
would dle to the last man, if need be, under the flag of their
eotmtry-?

The Mexicans realized they could not successfully engage
the explorers so long as they held thelr position. On the
night of the ninth of March, 1846, the party moved slowly
down the San Joaguin Valley and turned up through northern
California towards Oregon and the Columbla River.®

Senator Benton, fathereine-law of Fremont, explained Free
mont's motive in holsting the American flag in this msnner:

It was raised at the approach of danger; it was

taken down when 4 dlsappeareds It was well and
nobly done, snd wo of our admiration. Sixty of

Scong. Globe, 29 Cong., 2 sess., appendix, p. 138.
7Jonn Ca Premont, Memoirs, p. 463
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our countrymen, three thousand miles from home, in
sight of the Paciflic Ocean, appealing to the flag of
thelr country, unfurling it on the mountain top, and
determined to die mdsr it, before they would submlt
to unjust aggression.

As the Frédmont party withdrew the settlers in California
held two divergent views in regards to the eplsode. Nany of
the native Californians sctually believed the Mexlcan army
superior to that of the Unlted States. Thls false sense of
security, undoubtedly had an unwholesome influence upon Nex-
fican officials in thelr dealings with the Americans. Castro
was even criticised by some of his subordinates for not attack-
ing the explorera.]'o

Some of the Mexlicans claimed horses used by the party.
When Premont unceremoniously ordered the clalmants out of his
camp, the disgruntled Mexlcans reported the affalr to the
alcalde of San Jose. The latter protested vigorously to
Fremont on behalf of the clalmants. IHe also directed the Amer-
ican leader to appear before him to prove ownership of the
horses in dispute. Fremont replied to the officlal's commun-
ication in thls manner:

You will readily understand that my duties will
not permit me to appear before the maglstrates of your
towns on the complaint of every straggling vagabond who
may chance to visit my camp..!

Whatever may have been the merit of the Mexican's claim,

it is now evident that Fremont's refusal to obey the summons

9John C. Frémont, Memolrs, p. 464.
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of the legal authorities was altogether injustifiable, and the
tone of his refusal was most insolent.

In contrast to the views of the Mexican settlers and
offlclals, however, the American settlers sent Frémont word
that they would come to his ald whenever necessary. As the
explorers withdrew toward Oregon, Frémont held the rather
dangerous idea firmly in mind that he could ralse an army in
California equal in numerical strength and superior to any
force the Mexicans of that section mlight bring against them.
It is highly probable that Frémont could hardly turn his at-
tention seriously toward exploration after such an experience
awakened his ambitions.l?

Frémont and his men had reached the northern end of Klamath
Lake in Oregon and were about to start exploring a new route
into the Willamette Valley, when two horsemen from California
overtook them. They reported to Fremont that Lieutenant
Archibald He. Gillespie of the Marine Corps with dispatches
from the United States government had recently left Sutter's
Fort and had bLeen searching for Fremont and his party for
several days. Frémont and some of his best men retraced thelr
trall and met Gv.'..l.l.espie.]':5

In a deposition presented to the Senate Military Affalrs

Committee some few years later Glllesple stated: "I was bearer

12)11an Nevins, Frémont, Adventurer, Vol. I, p. 268.

1350mn Cc. Fremont, Memolrs, p. 487.
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of the dupllcate of a dispatch to Larkin, a packet to Frémont,
a letter of introduction to Fremont from Buchananet4 The dis-
patch was destroyed after having been committed to memory."lS
Frémont's deposition glven to the same commlttee explains
Glllesple's commmication in this ways
This officer Informed me he had been dlrected, by
the Secretary of State to find me, and to acquaint me
with his instructions, which had for their prinecipal
objects to ascertain the digposition of the California
people, to concillate their feeling with the United States,
and to find out with a design of counteracting the designs
of the EBritish government upon that country.
These commmnications, and the dangers of my position,
(three men were killed in our camp the night Lieutenant
Glllesple delivered his letters) induced me, after re-
tuming to my party atthemrthmdisthalake, to tum
back to the valley of the Sacramentos
Glllesplie conveyed much exciting news that he had plcked
up alang the waye Thls included the fact that Commodore John
De Sloat of the United States Navy had sent the sloop Portsmouth
to San Francisco to protect the Americans of that area. He
expressed the opinion that the United States and Mexlco would
start flghting at sny time.l7
The letters from Fremont's family were clear upon the need
of teking and holding possession: of California should an
incident happen that would justify it. FPremont was warned of

the intentlion of the British to acquire the province and was

l47ames Buchanan was Secretary of State during Polk's
adminlistration and was later President of the Unlted States.
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told that President Polk deslired that he should not let them
succeed in thelr designs. Rather, he should use every means
at his digposal to prevent the British acquisition of Callf-
ornia.tS
Senator Henton was in close contact with President Polk
at this time. In a conversation between them the President
stated:
sesl remarked that CGreat Britain hed her eye on that
country and intended to posseas 1t 1f she could, but
that the people of the Unlted States would not willingly
permit Califommla to pass into the possession of any new
colony planted by Great Eritain or any foreign monarchy,
and that in reasserting iire. Monroe's doctrine I had
mnfominmdfgorm bay of San Franclsco as much in
view as Oregone
In his dlary entry for October 30, 1845, Polk wrote con-
cerning his Instructions to Lieutenant Cillesple:
I held a confidential counversation with Lieut.
Gillesple of the HMarine Corps, sbout elght o'clock
Pe Me, On the subject of the secret mission on which
he was about to go to Californiae. Hisz secret instruc-
tions and the letter to Mr. Larkin, United States
consul at Monterey, in the t of State, will
explsin the object of hilis missions
Therefore, i1t 1s seen that Fresldent Polk was definitely
interested in Califormia, and that he sent secret instructions
o offliclials in that province to assist in bringing about its
acquisition. There remains to this day & good deal of un-

certainty as to whether or not Fremont himself recelved any

18ceorge Pe Garrison, Westward Expansion, pe 257.
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instructions from the President concerning Californla. We do
have sworn depositions from the carrier and from the reciplent,
G1llesple and Fremont respectively, that such instructions were
sent and delivered. Alsoc we have Polk's statement that he sent
secret instructions to Califomia.”l
The twenty-fourtn of May, 1846, found Prémont and his men
on the Sacramento Rivere It was there that they recelved the
startling news that Genersl Castro had ordered all non-citizens
to leave the province. PFuwrthermore, Castro had stated his
intentions to prevent any new American immigrants from entering
the province.22
Fremont reallzed that his position 1n Californie was
1llegal, but he posed as an explorer who intended to retum
to Ste louis by a southern route. Years later he described
the sltuation In California in the followlng words:
I saw the way opening clear bDefore me. War with
Mexlico was lnevitable; and a grand opportunity now
presented iltselfl to realize in thelr fullest extent
the far sighted views of Senator Benton, and make the
Paclific Ocean the western boundary of the United Statese.
I resolved to move forward on the opportunity and returmn
forthwith to the Sacramento Valley in order to bring to
bear all the influences I could commande«.. This de-
clsion was the first step in the conquest of California.ss
Conditions in the province began to take on the atmosphere

of ware Senator Benton summarized exlsting conditions thus:

2l1pid.

22george Le Rives, The United S (New York:
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Three movements were then going on and 1f not halted,
to lead to serious consequencese The American

settlers were being massacred and their settlements along
the Sacramento being destroyed, Califormia was being sube
jected to British protection, and the public domain was
belng transferred to Eritish subjects. All these were
belng done with the ldea of anticipating war between Mex-
ico and the United States and to keep ergin.hrm
falling into the arms of the United States.

Meanwhile Genersl Castro and Don Plo Plco, newly appointed
governor of the province, engaged in a bltter quarrel as to
thelr respective spheres of authority. The Americen inhabite-
ants of the area were aware of the confusion, and a move for
independence gathered momentum. On June 14, 1846, only a short
time after Frémont's return from Oregon, the revolt started
with a band of the Americans entering the town of Sonoma and
taking controle No resistance was given the invaders, the
town was declared conguered, asnd the Bear Flag was raised.®

¥William B. Ide, an American settler in the Sacramento
Valley, was chosen captain of the rewvolutionists. Ide is
described as a "shrewd, fussy, dogmatic Jack-of-all-trades”,
who had wandered West from Vermont, and had been successively
farmer, school teacher, carpenter, and rancher. He published
a declaration on June 18, 1846, in which he set forth the
principles of the revolte These principles as stated in the
declaration were to "overthrow a selfish, incompetent govern-

ment which had confliscated property and shamefully oppressed

2%3 He Benton, m&x x_&!’ Vole II, peG8e
25§, He Bancroft, California, Vol. V, ps 117.



the people of Californiae”26

It 1s rather difficult to determine Fremont's part in
this Bear Flag revolts One hostlle critic belleved that even
though Fremont held himself aloof from the masses, that he
secretly conspired with a few lesders to bring asbout the oute
bresk and promised the full support of himself and his party.Z7
Whatever the cause of the uprising, whether a foolhardy revolt
by reckless settlers who feared that the natives would burn
thelr crops and homes, or that 1t was instligated by Fremont in
order to precipitate an active campalgn against the Califomia
forces, will probably never be knowne

Upon being informed of the uprising, Freémont rushed an
order to the captaln of the sloop Portsmouth, which was anchored
in the harbor at Monterey. This order included lead, powder,
percussion caps, flour, suger, pork, etc., and could very
easily be used for an expedition against some Califomia vile-
lage as well as to continue the exploration.®®

Meanwhlle, a good deal of excitement was developing among
the Americans in northern Califormises Thelr number had greatly
increased 1in recent yearse. Many of these settlers were strongly
opposed to a continuation of Mexican control and desired a cone
flict with Mexico in order to bring sbout an end to that control.Z®

26M11an Nevins, Freémont, Pathmarker, ps 271l.
274, H. Baneroft, Californis, Vole V, pe 9l.
28john Ce Frémont, Memoirs, pe 504.

“°H. H. Baneroft, Californis, Vol. V, pe 103.



31

Affairs had now reached the stage whereby Frémont had to
decide upon his future course of actions OSutter Informed
Gillesple on May 30, 1546, that General Castro hed iIncited the
Indians to a revolts The latter were urged to join the Calif-
orniansg in exterminating the American settlers. Sutter also
wrote that the Indlans had been bribed to burn the large crop
of wheat belonging to the Americsns, and that it was Castro's
intent to attack and out off Fremont's party.30

Fréemont used his imagination about the cause of the
Indien uprisinge This conclusion 1is borne out by the follow-
ing statement of Fremont's:

esef man named Hensley sald that Sutter sald thatthe

Cosumme Indian Chief sald that Castro sald he would

give greet rewards 1f Indians would burn the

crops of the settlers.

Calling his men togsther, Frémont described the situstion
and informed them that they were released for the time being
from the services of the United States governmente. If they
wished, they could volunteer in defense of the American sett-
lers in Californise Fremont, making use of his understanding
of human nature, also informed his men that he was now doing
what all of them had the freedom of doing =--egolng to the ald
of the American settlerse All of the members of the party
declared their readiness to do likewlse and chose Fremont their

commander e 52
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on July 4, 1846, Premont's men were organized into the
California Battalion along with some of the American setilers.
This baitalion finally conslisted of four companies numbering
two mmndred and thirty-four men 1n all. John A. Sutter placed
all the supplies he could spare at the dlsposal of the battale
loneSd

In his message to Congress on May 11, 1846, President Polk
had stated that a conditlion of war exlsted between Mexlco and
the United States«®%® Two days later Congress declared a state
of existing war and passed an act authorizing the President to
prosecute the war.9® In the battles of Palo Alto and Resace
de la Palma General Zachary Taylor had driven the Mexicans
soross the Rlo Grande.S®

The American squadron left Mazatlin, Mexico, and under
Commodore John De Sloat arrived at the port of Monterey on the
second of July, 1l846. It held 1ts position there for five
days wlthout engaging in any of the activitye. Sloat held
instructions from Secretary of the Navy George Bancroft which
ordered him in the case of war between the United States and

)
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Hexico to employ the forces under his command in such mamner
that San Francisco should be taken, then the port of MHonterey,
and then as many other Mexlcan ports as his forces could holde
With these ports in the possession of the United States, Sloat
was to blockade ss many other Mexlecan ports in the Faclific as
possible and watch over American interests and citisens on the
west coast of Mexico. He was ordered to do all these, 1 pos-
sible, without any strife with the Califomianse The great
distance between the Navy Department and Sloat's squadron was
consldered, and the navy commender was ordered to deal at his
discretion with any new clrcoumstances which might ariseeo?

Sloat occupled ¥onterey on the seventh of July and sent a
message to Fremont directing the latter to confer with him.
When Sloat was told by Fremont that the latter had acted on
his own Inltlative, for it was not yet known that the United States
and Mexlico were at wsr, he appeared disappointed. He then re-
marked that he had scted uwpon the falth of Fremont's operations
in the North.38

The frigate Congress arrived at Monterey on the fifteenth
of July and Commodore Robert Fe. Stockton reported to Sloat for
dutye. Sloat assigned the command of the fleet to Stockton and
irmediately salled for the United States.™®

Frémont claimed that the holsting of our flag at Monterey

mm. Globe, 20 Conge, 2 sess., appendix, pe 20«
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saved California and the Paclfic coast from British interventlon.
The British fleet, seeing the American flag had no right, as
a neutral power, to interfere. Ex-Governor HRodman M. Price
of New Jersey, in 1846 a naval officer under Sloat,; wrote a
statement in defense of Fremont many years later in which he
quoted the English admiral a few days after the American squad-
ron had ralsed the flag at Monterey as saying: "Sloat, if yowr
flag was not [ﬂ.c] flying on shore I should have holsted mine
there". 40

Upon the arrival and assumption of command by Stockton
the California Battallon was taken into the naval service.
Frémont was promoted to the renk of major, and elghty marines
were added to the unit for extra strengths This force embarked
on the sloop Cyane for San Diegoe. After landing there they
marched to Los Angeles. Stockton had already errived at the
city and on the 12th of August, 1646, they took possession of
the City of the Angels without meeting any resistance.®l

By the seventeenth of that month they had completed and
proclaimed the conquest of Califomia, and the Mexlcan troops
under Castro had fled to Sonora. Stockton then toock possess-
ion of the whole province as & conquest of the Unlted Statese
He appointed Frémont to assume the functions of governor when

Ojoim Ce Prémont, Hemoirs, pe 542
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he himself should return to his naval squadrone?®

Events were moving swiftlye General Taylor had driven the
Mexicans across the Rlio Grande and was advancing into the northe
ern part of Mexico.%® oOn June 15, 1846, Richard Pakenham,
the British minister to Washington and James Buchensn, American
Secretary of State, had signed at Washington the treaty making
the forty-ninth parallel of latitude our northern boundary.%¢
Colonel®® Stephen W. Kearny was preparing to invade New Mexico
and California in order to acquire those provinces for the
United States,%® and everywhere eyes were focused on far-off
Californise.

At this time Fremont was acting in full co-operation with
Stockton and was taking orders from hime The following quo=-
tation 1s from a letter received by Frémont from the navel
commander, dated August 24, 1846, and written from his head-
quarters at Los Angeles:

I propose, before I leave the Territory, to
appoint you to be the govermor, snd Captaln Gillesple
the secretary thereofj and to appoint also the councll
of state and all the necessary officerss

You will, therefore, proceed without delay to do
all you can to further my views and intentions thus

42¢ong. Globe, 2 Cong., 2 sess., sppendix, p. 15.
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frankly manifested. Supposing that by the 25th of
Cectober you will have accomplished your part of these
preparations, I will meet you at San Franclsco on that
day, to oompiate the whole arrangement, and to place
you, as governor, over Callfornise

You will dispose of your present force in the
following manner, which may be hereafter altered as
occaslion may require.

Captalin Gillesple to be stationed at thls city,
with fifty men afid officers in the neighborhood;
twenty-five men, with an officer, at Monterey, and
fifty at San Francliscos

If this can be done at once, I can, at anytlme,
safely withdraw my forces as I proceed up the coast
to San Franclsco, and be ready, after our meeting on
the 25th of October, to leave the desk and the camp,
and take to the ship and to the sea.47

It can be seen from this letter that Commodore Stockton
wished to return to hls naval operations. On the second of
September he lassued a general order creating the office of
militery commandant of the territory who was to act upon
directions from the governors On that same day Fremont was
appolnted to the newly created positione Due to clrcumstances
which arose whereby his superiors were contesting each other's
authority, fremont was not glven the promlised post as governore
Later orders from the Secretary of the Navy revoked Stockton's
orders to create a clvil government.%® As will be seen, this
added much to the confused state of affairs In Californiae.

47House Exe. Doce, 29 Conge, 2 sess., Noe 4, pe 675
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FREMONT, THE MISUNDERSTOOD
Chapter 1V

At the end of June, 1846, General Stephen W. Kearny led
the Army of the West out of Fort Leavenworth to teke possesa-
ion of Hew Mexlco and California for the United States. leet-
ing with only siight resistance, he had completed the conquest
of lNew iexico by the middle of September and had cccupled Santa
Fesl On Septe. 25, 1846, he set out for California with a part
of his troops, the others being left to occupy New Mexico. His
orders from the Secretary of War directed him to teke possession
of California.®

On the way he met Kit Carson, acting as messenger for
Fremont and Stockton, with dlspatches from Stockton and private
letters from Fremonte The dlspatches were toc be dellvered to
the Secretary of Havy, and the letters from Frémont were for
his wife and Senator BDenton. Carson also carried equally ine
portant verbal oom;;aicauonl to the national govermment and
Fremont's fm!.l;'.a

Carson told Kearny that Callifornla was virtually con-
quered and that the United States flag was ralsed in all parts
of the province. Kearny, however, insisted that he himself
should proceed to Califomia and establish a civil governmente.

1
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Carson then told him that a clvil government was already estabe
lished and that Prement was to be appointed governore. Xearny
assured Carson that no misunderstanding could arisge since he
himself was a friend of Frémont's and would mske the latter
governore In sddition, Keamy insisted that Carson turn back
to guide him into Californiam.?

Even though Carsoen protested against turning back from his
mission, he reluctantly acquleaced, and the dispatches which
he carried were transferred to another bearer to be carried
on to Washington. All the troops under Kearny's command except
a hundred were ordered back to Santa Fe.® A message sent later
to Stockton by Kearny merely mentions the meeting and the tume
ing back of Carson in these words: "Your express by Mr. Carson
was met on the Del Forte, and your mall must have resched Washe-
ington at least ten days since."S®

In Carson's statement glven to fenator Benton, the scout
sald that Kearny had repeated more than twenty tlmes on the way
to Califormnia that he was a friend to Fremont and all his fam-
1ly, and that he intended to make Fremont the governor of Cale
ifornias According to Carson, this was told upon Kearny's own
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accord and without Carson's asking him & word about his intended
planss”

During this time the Californlans in the southern part of
the province suddenly resumed arms. Gillespie, in command at
Los Angeles, had dlctated such needlessly cppressive measures
that the cltlzens rebelled. Glllespie was forced to surrender
on September 20th and was allowed to embark his troops upon a
merchant ship at Sen Pedroe. Stockton Lmmedistely dlspatched
a strong force against the rebelss Until the 15th of December
Stockton's operations against the clty accomplished but little,
and his troops were thrown back from the city in sarly October
with considersble losses.®

Fremont was highly cautious as a result of the recent
disesters and made only a brlef gesture toward intervening in
the conflicts As a result of hls caution he was censored by
Stockton in a report to the Secretary of the Navy for his lack
of activity.?

Meanwhile, Ceneral Kearny, reinforced by Gillesple and a
small force of mounted riflemen, approached the scene of the
fightings They came in contact with a smaller mounted force
of the enemy at San Pasqual, some forty miles from San Diego.
Thls engagement, which took place Dece 6, 1846, resulted in
the Americans belng decldedly worsted with seventeen officers

7gv_ong- Globe, 30 Congs, 1 sess., appendix, pe 1031l.
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and men killed and thirteen woundeds® The loss of the Calife
ornlans was slights A rellefl force sent to Keamny's ald fright-
ened the enexy away, and Hearny was enabled to reach San Diegoe
In Janusry, 1847, Kearny retook Los Angeles followling a brlef
skimaigh near the present town of Montebello, known as the
Battle of the Mesms t

This conquering party of about six hundred men was led
jointly by Kearny and Stockton, but Stockton made 1t clear
that he maintsined his rank as commasnder-in-chief and civil
governor of the provinces. ® Later developments, however, showed
that Kearny falled to concede the ranke.

¥osnwhile, Fremont had been dispatched southward with
sbout four hundred men to assist in the suppression of the re-
volt in southern Califormis. Fremont was able to bring sbout
an end to hostllities in the regione He recelived a message
from the comsmanding officer of the Celiforniens, Don Andres
Pleo, which intimated they were about to swrrender. It would
seem as though Frémont, who knew that Stockton was near at hand
end had only recently defeated the enemy, should have let his
superior officer arrange the terms of the caplitulation. It
is not clear why Fremont proceeded to arrange the peace terms,
unless it was likely that the Californiens preferred to deal
with him on the bellel that they could secure more liberal terms.
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On the other hand, 1t has been suggested that hls "motive was
gimply a desire to mske himself prominent and to acquire pop-
ularity among the Califomians, over whom he expected to rule
as @nmw'.la

The terms granted by Fremont in this Capitulation of
Cehuenga were exceedingly generous. The wisdom of granting such
liberal terms cannot be guestioned. A rigorous enforcement
of military policy would probably have transformed a large part
of the population into guerrillas. GStockton never protested
about the liberality of the terms and approved them.l?

The terms agreed upon were signed by Frémont as military
commendant, representing the Unlted States, and by Don Andres
Plco, commander-in-chief of the Californianse With this
treaty hostilities were ended, and Califomia was left in the
peaceful possession of the Amerlicans. However, 1t was not
formally secured by our government until the Treaty of Cuada-
lupe Hidalgo which ended the war with Mexico in 1848.1°

At this point a controversy began between Stockton and
Kearny as to which was the supreme suthority in the conquered
province. Under Stockton's orders Fremont had organised and
taken commend of the Californias Battalion. Stockton had taken
the necessary steps to institute a civil govermment for the
province and had declared his intention of investing Fremont
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with the title and responsibllitles of governor.lS

Frémont was soon drawn into the controversy between Stock-
ton and EKearny over ranke. The first intimation he had of
General Kearny's intention to contest the validity of Commodore
Stockton's acts was conveyed in a message sent him by Kearny's
ed jutant from the headquarters of the Army of the West at los
Angeles:

By direction of Brigadler General Keamy, I send
you a copy of a communication to him from the Secretary
of War, dated June 18, 18546, in which 1s the following.
'These troops and such as may be organized in California
will be under your command's The general directs that
no change will be made in the organization of your bat-
tallon of volunteers or officers appointed in H, without
his sanction or approval being first obtalned.

Freémont was now between two millstones. He wrote Kearny
a letter dated Jan. 17, 1847, in reply to the one sent him two
days earlier.

I found Commodore Stogkton in possession of the
oomtn exercising the functions of mlilitary comman-

ana civil governor, as early as July of last year;
and shortly thereafter I received from him the commission
of military commandant, the dutles of whlch I immediately
entered upon, and have continued to exercise to the pres-
ent momente

I found also, on my arrival at this place, some
three or four days since, Commodore Stockton still exer-
clsing the functions of civil and military governor,
with the same apparent deference to his rank on the part
of all officers (including yourself), as he maintalned
and required when he assumed them iIn July last.

I learned, also, in conversation with you, that on
the march from San Diego, recently, to this place, you
entered upon, and discharged duti.u implying sn acknow-
ledgement on your part of supremacy to Commodore Stockton.

I feel, therefore, with great deference to your

18House Exe Doce, 20 Conge, 2 sess., Noe 4, pe 675.
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i ST Senten St e v
TRSEE the Sieriotity beloags, I shall have o bepers
and receive orders, as heretofore, from the comuodore.l®

The quarrel was now destined to continue between Kearny
and Stockton as to which of the two were to have chlefl command
in California. This quarrel was not so significant in 1ltself,
but was greatly important 1In its consequences to Fremont.
Throughout the war he was technlically in the naval service
under Commodore Stocktone He had come to California upon top-
ographical, and not on military duty.l® He had conducted
himself in such a manner that he was commended in a presidential
message.2’ It was unfortunate that Fremont was allled upon
the side which subsequent orders falled to sustain.

The extreme dlstance from Washingbton and the slowness
with which messages of those days could be sent was the chlef
reason for the controversy. Also, the fact that the war and
navy departments had both issued similar orders to the dif-
ferent commanders naturally casused a conflict to arise.

The Secretary of the Navy, under whose command Stockton
operated, had ordered him to put California under a civil ad-
ministration. Kearny, acting under orders of the War Departe
ment, was to establish a civil government, should he succeed

in teking possession of Callifornla. 8ince Stockton's orders
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were issued a month earllier than Kearny's, and since Stockton
and Frémont both held that the conguest of California had been
substantially completed before Kearny's force had arrived,
Fremont felt his orders should come from the naval commander.
Then, too, the California Battallion had been organized with
the understanding that it should act under Stockton's orders
so long as he remained on the coast and needed its services.?l
In addition, the offlicers under Fremont owed thelr appolntments
to Stockton and recelved their pay by his orders. Fremont
felt the Navy Department was more efficient and sympathetic,
as well as more alert than the War Department. He sensed
that many of the West Point graduates and older officers of
the army were jealous of hls rapld rise. Doubtless, too, he
remembered that Stockton had promlsed more specifieally to
make him governor of the province, although Kearny had fre-
quently spoken to other officers of Fremont's fitness for the
place.®?

These were the clrcumstances under which the army and
navy were at loggerheads in California. Oeneral ¥Williem
Tecumseh Sherman, then a young army officer only recently
sent to the Faclfic coast, stated that among many of his fellow
officers the questlon was often asked: "Who the devil is

2lp11an Wevins, Frémont, Pathmarker, p. 310
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Governor of California?"23

On Jane 28, 1847, Stockton was replaced by Commodore
William Be. Shubrick as chlef naval commandere. As & result of
a conference between Shubrick and Kearmny the latter was recog-
nized by Shubrick as the head of the California troops.®4

Imnediately after this conference Kearny had a proclama-
tion published in which he formally assumed the governorship.
Evidence does not exlst that Fremont was sent a copy of this
announcement, although Kearny cleaimed to have sent him one.
On March 1, 1848, General Kearny addressed a letter to Fremont
in which he demanded the surrender of all territorlal archives
and public documents. Fremont refused to obey, declaring
later that he knew nothing of the proclamation. It would ap=-
pear that Freémont belleved that Kearny was bluffingeZ®

From this time on there was no conflict in the Pacific
coast commsnd, and Kearny and Shubrick worked together in the
best of harmonye. ®hen Fremont recelved, on the 135th of Feb-
ruary, a letter from Shubrick to the effect that he and Kearny
were scting in noeord, he must have reallzed that he was in an
untenable poaltion-ee
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411 the authority that Fremont had ever possessed was
taken from him by new orders from Washington. Shubrick was
informed by the Secretary of the Navy that the Fresident had
thought 1t wise to place the control of land operations and
cilvil government under the milltary commsnder«®? The whole
dispute could have been avolded if the government hed only
possessed the foresight to have taken such action a month or
80 earliers

In addition to the misunderstanding caused by the delay
in the government orders, the contrariness and stubborness of
Genersl Kearmny were definitely an added incentive to the inten-
glty and prolongation of the gquarrels When asked during the
court-martial of Fremont whether or not he had commmicated
the instructlons of the new orders from Washington to Fremont,
the general replied in the negative. He attempted to Justify
his sctions on the grounds that he was not in the habit of
commmlcating instructions to his subordinates unless required
to do 80 in the instructions.28

It i1s very likely that thls fallure of the general's to
transmit the orders resulted in Fremont's plunging deeper in
seeming dlsobedlence to the government. Although there is no
evidence available to substantlate this supposition, it could
very easily have had this effect.

Kearmy placed Llieutenant Colonel Philip Cooke in command
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of the southern half of Californiae. W%hen Cooke Iinguired of
Fremont how many of the men of the California Battalion had
entered the government service he recelved the information that
none had, and that the battallion was not yet disbanded as rumors
of insurrections were rife.>°

Frémont now made a famous ride from lLos Angeles to Monterey,
four hundred miles awaye. Fremont claimed that the reason for
thls ride was to warn Kearny of the danger of an outbreak then
threatening among the Californlans, though Kearny thought that
he made the ride in an attempt to find out his resl status.
If Premont desired to luprove hls relatlons with the general,
the hopes were soon abandoned by the hostile manner in which
he was received.>

Fremont now offered Kearny hls resignation, but it was
refused. This was done even though Kearny had received orders
from the Secretary of War which stated that Fremont could either
remain in California or return to the United States.3! Instead
Kearny asked Fremont whether or not he intended to obey orders
of March 1, 1847. Those orders read in part:

+e«l have now to direct that you will bring with as

1ittle delay as possible, all the archives and publie

documents and papers which may be subject to your cone-

trol, and which sppertain to the government of Celifornia
thet I may receive them from your hands at this plnu....aa
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Upon Frémont's hesitation to answer, Keamy told him to
take time to dellberate over the matter as the answer would
be very important.

%hile in conference with General XKearny and his aldes,
Freémont felt he was being ridiculed. He engaged in s conver=
sation with Colonel R« Be. Mason, a member of Keamy's staflf,
and resented some things Hason said to hin. He challenged
Mason to a duel which was never .t'ought.&

By this time Kearny was determined to place Frémont under
arrest for mutiny and insubordinations. He refused Fremont's
request to teke a small body of troops and join General Wine
fleld Scott in Mexico. He also refused Fremont's suggestion
that he be allowed to return directly to the United States
with his orliginel exploring psrty at his own expense.>?%

In & letter from Kearmny to Prémont dated June 14, 1847,
Kearny instructed Fremont as follows:

I shall leave here [Hav Aelvetia) on Wednesday,
the 16th instant, and I require of you to be with your
spgﬁ_nphim party in my camp (which will probably

i miles from here) onthoogningorthat day,
o continue with me to Mlssouri.

Kearny, accompanied by Fremont, reached Fort Leavenworth
on the twenty-second of August, 1847. When they arrived there
Kearny had one of his lieutenants rcad Frémont this paragraph

from an order issued that day:
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Lieutenant Colonel®® Frémont, of the regiment of
mounted riflemen, will turn over to the officers of the
different departments at thls post, the horses, mules,
and other public property in the use of the topographlcal
party now under his charge, for which receipts will be
glven. He will arrange the accounts of these men (nine-
teen in number) so that they can be pald at the earliest
possible date. Lisutenant Colcnel Frémont having per-
formed the above duty will conslder himsell under arrest,
and will repalr to Washington Gil:!ﬂand report himself to
the Adjutant General of the Armye

There was a good deal of speculation among the army offi-
cers as to Freémont's fate. In his Memolrs General Sherman says:

The younger offlicers had been discussing what the
general would do with Freémont, who was supposed to be
in a state of mutinye. Some thought he would be triled
and shot; some that he would be carrled back in irons;
and all agreed that 1f any one else than Frémont had
put on such alrs, and had acted as he had done, Kearny
would have a}mmhimnomreg, rorho-!grcgu-d.odn
the strictest sort of a diseiplinariane.

Although Freémont mlght have been early adjudged gullty by
some, others were of a different opinione. Among these was his
father-in-law, Senator Benton, who euloglzed on Fremont in thils
manner:

Columbus, the discoverer of the New World was
brought home in chains, from the theater of his dls-
coveries, to explate the erime of his glory; Fremont,
the explorer of Califormia and its preserver to the
Unlted States, was brought home a prisoner to be tried
for an offense, of which the penalty was death; to ex-
plate the offense of having entered the army uithg‘at
passing through the gate of the Military .

36 ppdmont had been promoted to this rank by the War Depart-
ment a few months prior to this time.

37john Bilgelow, Memoir, pe 2l4e
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Fremont was tried by a general court-martial held in
Washington, De Ce Jiuch attention was directed toward the
procedure of the triale Charged with mutiny, dlsobedience of
orders, snd of conduct prejudiclal to the public service, Fre-
mont was found gullty on all chargese The sentence of the
court wes that he be dismissed from the military service.
President Polk took up the matter of his trial in several
cabinet meetings. A majority of the cabinet agreed that even
though he had been found gullty that he should not be dls~
migsed from ths service.4

This agreement by the cabinet was reached only after much
discussion, both favorable and unfavorsble to Fremonte The
Secretary of State and the Secretary of War almost took ex-
ception to statements mede Dy the other. As a result of the
declsion of the cabinet and the recommendation of a majority
of the court, Polk decided to remit the penalty.%l When no-
tifled of thls intention, Fremont wrote that he could not
eccept clemency, for by doing so he would only admlt the
Jjustice of the declslon of the court.42

Even though Fremont resigned from the military service,
he was to have further difficulties with officers of the armye
The certificates given by him and Stockton in payment for
property used by them during the conquest of Californis had
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been critliclsed by Kearny at the time they were glven.4d
Kearny's successor in command in California had written the
Adjutant General of the United States Army that Premont should
be required to return some money pald out by the latter at
high interest rates.,%¢

A board of army offlicers was appointed by War Department
Speciel Order 136, dated Septe. 6, 1852, to examine and report
to Congress on all claims incurred by Fremont while in Calif=-
ornis during the year 1846.%°5 The board examined clalms to-
teling {969,185.29 and recommended that {157,317.65 of this
amount be disallowed.4® It is easy to understand the embare
resement resulting to Fremont, as well as the great financlal
loss he incurred.

¥ith Fremont's courtemartisl and his subsequent resig-
nation from the emy, a history of his part in the winning of
Califomla can be concluded. A summary of his contributions
to the winning of that reglon for the United States will indie
cate hls significance.

In the first instence, Fremont's mapping expeditions and
the reports of those expeditions as published by Congressional
orders caused the people of the United States to take an
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increasing interest in the Weste Fremont was a master of des-
eriptive and narrative writing, snd his reports did much to
arouse public interest in the West, Including Californiae.

Truly has it been written that from the "ashes of his campfires
cities have sprung forth".

In the second instance, Fremont's declsive actlon in re=
tumning from Oregon to Califomia while in the midst of his
third expedition, whether or not under secret instructlons to
do so, and his prompt asslistance to the American settlers at
the outset of the Eear Flag Revolt gave that movement 1ts re-
quired impetus. Had Fremont's sctivitles not inspired Commo-
dore Sloat to actlivity, the Eritish flag might be waving over
Californis todaye.

In the third instence, Fremont's wise handling of the
situation in southern California following the outbresk of a
rebellion there resulted in the Treaty of Cahuenga. Less
propltious activity might have resulted in continued resiste
ance by the Californians, or in a more widespread revolt.
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