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RLY Lit' D EXPLORATIO 

Chapter I 

In conaid rln the eontr1but1,ona of a p r on it 1e oi'ten 

n oe ary to look into bis ancestry and b ekground in order to 

evaluate his ct • spec1 lly la this neces ary 11 en deal1n 

1 h such a oontrov raial. obar·act r a John Cba.rl 

H1 moth.er w Ann V rl tin I younge · t dau r of 

Colonel Tho.ma h.1.ting. he · tings we one of t e b t 

fem1l1ea or t1dew t r Virginia. Orph d t an earl :ag , 

n was~ ar d by 

1 ter'a plannin 6 

·rri d slater,, and, aa a result of her 

r1ed John ryor . Althou of wealth, 

trick n P1·yor wa any year a older th 1 young if' and 

It a only n tural t t auoh tiood lookin young woman 

hould b noticed b Jean Ch le 'mon., 2 a d.aehing 

b y: ar w l o, and 

t thi p r1od. o£ our h1 to our relation a w.1 th the .F eh 

r unusually cord11. 

T e coup.le loped, and dU'f erenc s of opinion xi t s to 

l ther 

elop nt. 

Virg1n1 l 

and ryor d een . anted a dlvore prior to th 

eeorda ex1at th t indicate Pryor' s petition to th 

al ture for divorce• denied on c . 11, 1611.3 

, 
All.an vine, emont, Pat rker 2!. ~ ....!?...!. ( ~ew York: 

D. Appleton- Century ,Company• Inc.• 1939), P • 4 . ll r arter c1 ted 
Allan • ov1ne, Fremont, Pathmarker. 

2John c . ' nt, ror r son that are not ent1r il.y ele 
chan ed tb..e pelling or h1 na • 

3 lan evin ,. ?r ' nt, 

' I 



, 
The birth of John Charl s it~ mont on J an. 21, 1813• 1n 

vannan. Geor 1a. ls so elouded with obseur1t that hi pol1-

t1oe.l ene s er le to ref r to 1t a 111 g1t1mate during 

Fremont• campai[:11 tor th presid ncy 0£ the Un1 d Stat-ee 1n 

ll:.56. 4 
,, 

e on died 1n 18 and his de tltute f'amily moved to 

Charl ston., South Caro.lina. In thi old town o.f many Pren.oh 

Huguenot , young John began to feel that hi · French blood as 

an ass t r ther than a 11 b111ty. He wa soon able to move 1n 

the best eirolee and qu1ckly made .friend . 5 

2 

A f'r1end of' the youth ent him to a prepar tory cllool in 

order to prepare hl.m for the ministry or bar. but the 1ndoo-r 

life proved too boring. Ho ever. the knowledge of matl1e t1o , 

botan , physics. and chemistry. ained in the preparatory school 

as to prove very valuabl later when emont made 1e. famous 

exploration to the '"est. 6 

Thou expelled .from ehool .for irr gular attendance, his 

reputation .for brilliancy enabled him to secure a poa1t1on a 

tutor in a private school. Be read w1 el y. and it ie prob ble 

th.at book on practical astronomy so .faac1nated hi as to lay 

the ground work .for hia later .familiarity wit h tne heaven • 
/ 

Young Fremont made trienda with a Cr ole tamtly and roamed 

4A].lan ev1na. emont. the eat• s Greatest Advent urer 
( ew York: Harper Brothers, 1928). Vol . I , P • 502. Hereafter 
cited ae All.an evins, emont, Adventurer. 

5~ ... P • 5 . 

6n1et1on:!!7 0£ Ameri can Biographt ( 
Scribner• s Sons. !9'31)~ Vol ~ VII . P • ~9 . 

ew York: Cbarl.es 



th wood w1th ts to boy of tb f 111• R r a11zed 1n later 

:years t t h1a boyhood day in the wild. 1n.flueno d h1.e hole 

itre. 7 

Ile a1ao bee oquaint d with Joe1 R. Poinsett. 'rbia 

di t1ngu1sh d o1t1£en 0£ Charle ton had Juet returned tro 

neo wh re he d served s our 1n1 ter .from 1825-- 29.a 

Tll1 b-1endsh1p was to have bene.f1eul consequ no-es fo~ Fremont 

ceeed.1ng y ar , will b 1nd1c t d. 

In l8S2 Pres!d nt Andre Jackson sent the arship atebez 

to Charle ton har or hen the Soutll Carol ina legl alature pa aed 

the ull1t'1c tio Ord1nanc . Outbreak: of war b tw n south 

Ctirolin end th Oni ted tat s a emod e rta1n. · then the or1 si 

... aased. the war p returned to ampton 

it ub8eque t c ui.ae to South 

ade, 1rg1nla. On 
/ 

emont · ent along aa 

ar1 1.natruotor in thematic , a po 1t1on he secured l rely-

tl:ll"Ough .Poina tt' a lnt"l uen ce. 9 

R gained ao xperience h 11 he helped survey the route 

or a projected railway bet n Charleston and Cincinnati. 

ng the winter or 1837• 58 the government needed a survey 

de ot the re . on in Geor a then occupied by the Cheroke 

Indian. ote or th1s l1tary reconnaia ance., to 

which b a appointed: 

7 John Cb.arl · a emont• . mo1rs 0£ Lire: A Ret.rc>~eot 
~ ~ Y . ara ( New York: t.rord, Clarke, "'fina." Co. L9any , eli'1), 
P• 20~ lier after cited as Jobn c . .. emont., 1ra .. 

' :r. 
(I,ura , 
c ted a 

d PPY, Joel ... • ro1naett~ Veraatile 
• • : Un1verelty P e& ,. J.935 , P • 105. 

J . d Bl P7, Poinsett . 

Diotion!:'!7 2! riean B1o£8:Pbz, Vol . VII,, P• 19. 
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mont' 'i. d , Poin · tt,. a ppoin 
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sion and ord red 
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youn 00 cond 11 0 O• 

phic Corpe In th1 cap oity be ccotm:>1Jin.1 
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ly 

veye 
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coll t ht explored th 

ci ti te oo .. 1.lo tho d 

or t 

ort. hn 

t1 on oon 

1 pp1 

oo.11 ct d 

had b n 

lc.o 

on 

r .12 

ur t t oc1 :func~ion oC capital. bi.11.ty to 

ta o.f outh 

n r 

0Jo c. 
11J. ' 

Jobn c. 

r1can port an Indi l 

. u le 

,I 

nt, 

int n · ·• 

PPY, Poln tt, 
,I 

nt,. rs., 

· JrJilain t ia p p 

tor rro 

P• 24 . 

P• 1 • 

P• 

• 



~1, neh int rated 1n 

vielt d ~1t'l"~minnt and U1coll t 

r·port 
, 

s,. and .., e ont · equ nt1 t thnt h1 

in rvi th nton re ~ery 1 rtant 1n 1n h1 

1 t C er,.15 

had lo g boc. en 1n favor of' p G 

to t thus or 

reci tivo rr1 • 
en th topo t1pui-Olll eng!n r of e 

m ing up bie • ,i. iy i~atber to ·1d 
so ch to info d 1ut rest in th1 aa1pp1 
wo k• that quickly t ere gre up el.ose i'rlerAJ.y re-
latio:..1. .is. 

From. t to ti oth r aen r t with t at ton• 
, 

ont • c ll d on to t ll o.r hi d 

w s fol'm.Ulat £or pp1n ~ xp di tl on 

of th orth e t . 17 

Jea 1, the onton t and old st 

ught r,i at th B ton ho shin A t1 r int N 

1n acb other re .at- par nt bee 

t ste that J,....u ... - ... 

n lat r de cr1 

a too young to think o.r marr1 

co t hip in th1 r ·: 

l.G Ib1d. 1 P• 13. 

l 7Ib •1 P• 66. 

nton pro-

• ... 

5 



•• t ugn tom • wa 
much too young -- alle 

suit • 
thought her - u,gbt ~ 

1xt -- and b yond thl 
t t th un ttl l or an arc.y offic r unfavor-

. e for h r .l ble to a.king eu.ch a llom s 

The nton , through th 

J ocl ., s:. ()in tt * h d LTE,-IilO 

d or t of ar., 

sm:mer of 1one t 

l84l. to e a 8llJ.'t' y o th D s .. 1n v r . 

J.a d 1. or th & edit on. He ct out to the 

of th duty th ud1 p1 .. its 

1 t ,. nd i etum On ct. J.9, 1 4l..,, ortly 

turn, tho lov. s ri d. 19 

' oou l told ton of' 

0 cen £0110 d But as the d pa en ton 

recono1J. d,_ and th · .family oc pted , on t oleheartedly 

tortm t 1n t t liv d, f'or 

ecad oft eight en rortie a th out t 1ng p ri 

or Amerio e p ion. It during t at that 

ded to the Uni,on 

.Anot r factor n r vor a t t 1 r ther-1n•law 

6 

p rha s th 't xpon tot o,an 1 on 1n Con _ as. 

In r.: son tor 

to thor1 the 

ro ct.ion of 

hl. eollea oppo ... d 

l Ib1d111 1 P• 

19 J.., 1-.... J.o 
$ 

troduc 1 to th t 111 

to u t 1n the 

ta in Or gon.. hough =r 0 

the B d b 



now 

to 

it 

l.n l l 

ter year 1n h1 eon tion· that th st 

:ned to £1 ovor ll 

Unit d Sta .20 

purpo o.r r 

~U.V, by Con · $ 

u.a.i.,~i t on to a ure the 

lz tor t 

t rtance o Or gon to the public. 

't until l ter y a.r th t ton ltted 

7 

purpo or t e dit1on to aid the or gon 

n 

1 di tion. Unt l r cently ho had b unnot1e-

lieutenant, but h1 o.rria 

kno to 

pi r w -onth 

t to ;. coll t~ but r.· 

l tt$r.22 

a uid . o:t t 

to C t 

or e t t 

t 11 as other 

v1n 

tor ton's u.ght r had 

~ or the 1nna it t r the 

had en een a ... t-

a t .st p into the e· oft 

• 

xtzt mely £ortunate 

nl thirty-thre year 

i 1 1 OI' kne th 

C0(.)11 quit~ obser t 



s 

and determined; the ideal complement of the qulok, enait1ve 

passionate , indo table remont. •r23 

During the period of four onths Fr~mont 1 a party accom

plished all the objective required by the government. Thy 

journeyed far enough uv th Kansas ver to ascertain 1ts ch r-

acter, and then follo one o( 1t branches to ts ouroe in 

the mountains. They ent 1;hrou.i;n the Sou h Pa 
, 

, and l' emo t 

and four of hi s men climb d the igh.est peak found in that 

region . hey return d by t e v lley of the Platte U. v .. r, 

following that tream and d tr 

t he char cter of the re ion . 24 

lng its navaglbility and 

Upon his r.oturn to 
, 

ashin0 ton !!'r ont le med t at oenator 

Benton was alre dy plann1n· as cond expedition -- one to 

reach t e ac1f1c Coast -- and h hurriedly be anther port 

to Con · ess of the recently completed expedition. Upon its 

completion resolution a passed 1n tne Senate that it be 

pr1nte £or Con r ss with 1,000 extra copies ror rreo distr1-

but1on.25 

~he most important contribution de by this report was 

its declaration th t th plains. ~e t een th Ki ourl and the 

foothills of the ockies were fertile and the Great American 

De ert did not exist int at are. The delusion that an Amer-

ican Sahara lay 1n r ions ich are no the very granary of 

25Allnn NeV1ns, Fr,mont, Aflventurer, Vol . I# P• 101. 
24 · · 

Congre sional Globe, 27 Cong., 3 ess. ( ashi.agton: 
Blair and t1ves, l843), P • 390. 

25rb1d. 



th& Unit St tea persi 

L 49 .t1nall.7 di..epro · 

• howev, ~. unt.11 

t erroneou bel~ r.2.a 
I 

emontta port t ed ch at~t n toward or gon 

y ttl.ers iett asouri £or that region. P id$nt ~ier. 

r, 1n b1 annual. e 

expnesed the ho t. t at 1t woul.d be se to 1t until t: 

rs ct1 el.alms of et 1ta1n the United ~ta tea N 

ju ted b :fore 

T resen 

t g titl .$ to 1.end 1n to o gon country_.27 

t 0£ the ;q>ana1onists w, 1 · diate,, and 

b11.l 8 in the te wbich provide for th con-

on 

at the uth of the Col: la v•l'• Tbs b1l.l also provided 

that e oh adult settle~ a uld b ven a aect~on of Oregon 

l a . ho at • Thou•. tb.1 bUl ,ra; · ldl.l 1.n th 

o.f Repre ntatives. eh wae ccompllahed to . tu.min 

t public's tten to th orth t. 

t1on 

to eompl ta h1. llne ot survey ~ s tb contin t. L1ttl 

e kno cone m t whole 

t :t little aa mo tly 

t rn lop of' our eontinent, 

·:rk as 

26AUa.n I 
; nt • ......,,,;;;;i;,;;;.,;....._,...,...., 



QP&d.1t1on lett the p Q City_. 

~ l , 4 On 

th y b. r ched :ort a:noou r on the Columbia ver. oh 

pointed te nu o the journe • On. turn ,.. to 

t p;re nt e1t& o 1e t p ty 

t ia now at t oJ: r 

On Jareb a,. 16 , the ion had cro ae pre nt 

8 r, · gon i'ro r 1n a eoutherly diN ... 

t1on. bey cross ove~ into ' at 1 no California and pro

v1e1oned t John . , uttert rort. 31 

Aa expedition • it 

r tume by w y 0£ t pr ent on 

or t. one as .N.rat t1.U'n to th $ re G b 

Ei'Pt:mtr::lnt t report of h1a survey• 
I 

cla1nsed that Fremont• v.t 1t to 

O-(lU1s:1t1on of that 

nator 

our t st 

vine . 32 

30 Al 1 an v1n , ,..lf. ...... ;;;.;;;;~.....:.=~~~c,• p 1 5., 
31 John B1gelo ~ amo1r. P• 1 • 

ton, ',l'hi~tz ~ are, ol. II. • 581. 

10 



C I IA BEFO • TUE CO" U·ST 

Ch pter II 

Th a at-e of C 1f'om1 , accordin to the 1940 e s, 

contained population of 61 9<Yl • 7,. and · he Oen urea •s 

population est 

u:, An , l , in 1940, hi 

whil 1 ve otb. r e1 t1e 

a popul ti.on 1. ov r 1,.soo,000, 
o .er 100,-000.l ..,. oo ,. ar!n th 

Cal11orn1 of tod y th t he provinc wh l 

•e find• 

er xlcan rule 

ld n 

moday the conn ction of CalJ.torn.1 111 th the _ orth Pao1:f1o 

a 1 overlooked, yet then C 1foinia a o ce np11ed 

to t ... entiro co st from th tip o.f Lo Caltro 1 to la 

{Chle .. all.y & Co: Y, 1 9 7) .-
? 

• th~ 1n a c-VoY.-y; 
J . • xico • 

, 
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£0 1 '8 0 b otk I. 1 ateR C h1n t r 

0 et-. 1 l y t , r1t1. ad C 0 the 

eon n by Cana _ t or .m oft 

provtn 11 and u:ru:t took pl ro e1al. 

:b rpt1on ot 

the r ty tween t On1 

1.r mi . .. 

a1.a con-

olud d pr1l 17, l 24, nor rn l t of' he cla1 · of 

t ,' t 54° 40 1 nor l tti tud , t southem 

bolln.Claey a:t It also t cit1z 

t ,1 d St tt1e nor o t t 11n 

Ru e · to t to outh.,4 

l rt 1t to 

err1to 

d t 1t t te to nte t 

t . 

and pri t1 v, .. 

1 . d not d J.a ' dequt or 

day. one t 0 · the o et cle o- n ture. 

1 v1.d$1C& of' tl'le1 akn • but that 

coptn with th 1 

Spaniard 

tribute to 

pan.1 eolonfzing l t 

p oity. 5 Illuatr 1 or t· l ow opinion 1n wh! 

3.ro al 
Inc .# 19 6) , P• 5. 
orni.4. 

4 

in 

1 



held th Ind-ans of califor.ni 1 the f ct th t the .fir st 

Spani eol.on1zers pl.o ed no more eo li ntar7 adj ct1v s 

th pe cetul" o e.ro I to de ... cr1 tb ..,6 

e Spain, ven to xi co 07 the Spani ott-

l rs 1~ r 1; it el.£, w t.h b fore l.or t.1ons 

tow da, to, an eyand C 11.fomi • G 1.fomia a gpv med 

aa an otf shoot ot: n d th1 elation 

t1nued until the 1ted tnt tool· po session. 

stands a s an e ple or a colony t t derived 

1.forni 

eb. fro 16th 

century 1 in and d ch in co n wlth it. 

on hi ra:m.ou voya e •' r ound the orld 1n the l tt r rt 

13 

or the 1 t-eentkl c$n tury Sir Franc Dr ent 0-ntl al.ong 

r ern a t of C ifornia rep 1r g and pro 

hi l ll.chsn sent th t In 1 s. al 

too po ion or tne l d int en or "tueen l l z b th and 

n d th nt1re pr ovi.nc 'QV A1b1oo.7 ror n ly 00 1 r 

at. Britain u t h i voy g tor h r claim to the 

w at co st o.r t e pr nt it t tea . 

As J.y s l ~~ Span! explo rs b tr versed the oo t 

of a or Upper Cal.1:fornl • It was not~ however, until the 

17601 a when the Ru sian · ar t.nreatened along the north rn 

co st., and the ev c livel1 int re t in $ re 

that ain roused. ersel.t to end colon1 t there . That Alta 

Cal.1.forni but a fr gile outpost for Vi ral e rs 

0Jobn • Cau ey. Cal1forn! • P• 21 . 

7 Ib1d., P• fY!-. -

t,er 
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th ' fir t settl t d. m 8 .n en on _ 1 am 

t t only two p 0 1 on w t' b lt by tbe 

0 17"13. r 

t w r • T Alt 1 

r 1ned t l tmtil John • utt :r ot r 1 

to occupy th lleys in th 1 t .. 
mi ion w a n t du.pile t d or t on 

o- ric m yet it 1 1n ti-

tution o a on • 

it d ll ' d to oontinu 1n 1v lo long 0 

to t on th ro to t1 it vlliz t1011. 

nit cul. 1 or oon rtod nto p ~ 

and th 1 s1an d distributed n tb cm Ind1 • 9 

t C&llfom1a was on or th on now p t 0 

t t tat which b. d an ct1ve p rt 1n t Span18h 

1ean o . indep dn .. Her 1tar7 p.ar 1c1pation 

w l ted to one brl naval at of •o 1naur · t p 

It ap ar tor :wh1.l t fomla nt 1':re r l.f 

Ero d p blle. :r 1ned 

loy , ho t ple oft pr 1! 

1n r t 0£ th oft r 

1n.-. fou t 1n • 10 '9 doubted t • 
king 10 • 

P• l. 2 -

Ibi I P• 6 
l.O - • 4 Cha • • • 
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ly 1n l 22 Callforn1 · inf'o d of t ee s of 

e l.utton. overnor of th prov1n 

th junta for t urpo of in t ou.no ent, d t 

p d cl . 11 

In I %100 Call orn.1 f 

of prot c tv l ne 

bundr and four oolon1 t recru t din x1oo d iled 

for liforni. he ettl d 1n t ~ o. Vall 

r other col 1 t .12 r l ter joined 'b 

ho $Ver., th .ex1c 

ity of u ntin pu1at1on or Cal1£orn1 by colon! • 

tion 

main 

of w r ~or l& ther 

aupp-::, r r ot oo indu tr1e f l ia 

1th GalUomia nd e th A"l!Hl:,SA 0£ t pot n-

d tal.lo: oon t t te et t o y C -

producta t r, d t Eo i t~ 

l 2.0 - l up ld own t 

or 1 ..,_~i.-.rte • he h1i d allo t -
£ ltr t1on or r1e 

Allot r r da out1 t t aon' .s 

• Cau J, 
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trsd.in po t at Y rba, ul.a.!.n•~ 

e p t ot only to oonduet tr de but al o to 

look to aro. t o 1bl oqul 1 t on of the 

1t1 • In l 39 e der ·O s , 1tl v1c - con ul t 

ic, exieo:, story ~ UPJ?!t ~ wer Cal1torn1 • 

r1l.y a propa~· da to bt"!.ng bout 

. ti col.on z tion. t r the ti ho V ent • 

int :rest or not the e.ffort to o Cal1.tomi £0 t e 

ir , Brlti n o1:f'1. al 1n cal.1rom1 exieo 

oughly d t d to ten e prov! c out 0£ t 

th it d t te .14 

Pr sident Andr J'ack on d t ie f'lr t op · 

e.o 1 1 tion 1n 1 35 m n ha autho1~1 · d his d1p1 

thor-

a or 

tt ta t 

nt 

x1co to 0££ r th or 00, >00 for .cl co d 

nor em halt of' tb prov1ne ,. con 1de d to t only 

al abl o t' r st Unite St te w: 

of' to n t ,, 1.'or e oo r £used. to · u ,. 

I l 4 • 1n, a re nt o • w . 

ppoin d 00 BUl t th t port. wa di ct d by 

the ~t te tho ea t 1 

COVi i d. def"& tinG any tt t lich mi t 

roreign pc er to equ1 oontrol 

d ct to per C llto -~ .......... to r 1 t tt t 

l John • la,, P • 267 • 

l 
Go e o 42, • l. · ., 
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at .Britain or an • '?ht-o 

rkin t St t partment promt. ed the eopl or C rom1 

t.,"lat th Uni S tea overnment would 8"l:)port e 1n r s1 t-

ing fo~e1gn cqu1 ition.1 

ort1y . tar b1 1nau at1on in :arch• l 45,, Pr 1d nt 

J s K . olk ent J'obn lid.ell to e:deo Ci.tr to or r th 

.:&lean 

to 

etr1n : 

nt up to .40.000.000 ror 1.forn1 11 o 

ecided u on an.~ t on and 1n h1 fi:r t ana 

1n C 

t ~ nttre 

r, l 45., 

th 
t , 

invoked 

ncurrenee 

ge w s devo ed to our 1 t1one 

with neo. 0£ these l. t1one Polk tated:: 

A 11 y ars l .ater 0 ao p pe 

gove s a r1n proo.f 0£ proper 

16Jo • C , P• 209. 

• 10 • 

l. J • C l"d. on., d 
' 

ol. I , P • 399. -
l lb ., P• 427 



l 

conduct dur1ng th volt 1n C i.fom1a to pre t 

to th en t 111tary Ar r Co tt • Thi co 8 

1nveat1,.,.:at1n ·• ...., ' 1n t the tfn1 ted St tea ,~vern nt by 
, 

tnos who had supported elt¥.)nt' op rationa .. 01" these 

p ;p rs d h ' nt u d min transl.ated fo 

s a part ot hi d position. he .. e do owt to 

countri b 1ted ~tate had des1 on Oall.f'ornia. 20 

onamara, 21 C t ollo . r1 t in Cal1.forn1a, ot 

the pr 1dent o ex1 co t it did not quit- the 51,ft of 

p.rophecy to .rore ee th t within a short ti Cal orn1 would 

case to a part or ext co, unl forei rapacity ould 

b strained. T best y to ofta~t th1 • o 

claimed, would b to eoJ.onize the rea, and sine& nco 

uc eant pop at1on Europe at tu.mi 

his opinion the Ir1 ah- Catholics ere be t 

th ttler • In 

ted to the r 11-

on1 chal--act r , and t era t ot th i r. bltauta or .h\.d.co. 

Consequently, acn pro po 

rrao Ir land to Oall om1 • 

led hi letter to the pre i 

sen .. -
80 

pell then 
pell it "" 

to br1n 10. 000 Iri h c tholics 

f objoot1ve w re mbod-

d approval 
Ctt; t 

nt 

thus 1n his eposit1on. altho 
• 



of oountryrn&1i. 'l'hirdly., I wish to put an obstacli . 
th w y or further~ a~iona on tb. part 0£ an 

1rrel1g1oua and anti-Cathol1o nat1on. I,. therafar, , 
:ropo to our exc llenc that t ere b c ced 

, extent o" terr1tory on t: e co et. or 2RPper Cal• 
1.forn1 # tor the purpose I h ve indlcat • 

Its.en proposed to l.oo te the .first colon1 t on the 

19 

at of San snei co Thi ae tho t to b aw. table a1 te 

1ne the Amari a d s ttled at Bo • a port bandoned 

by _. aoout thirty s to tho no th of -
c1seo A aeeo d colony woul.d be atablishe ,, and 

third t 8 . ta 

b &eeu.red and 

b:ara. By this an the entire oo st would 

rcied ·· gainst vrh t enema.re. cill t e plll-

and nva a o!' toNJlgr,.e • en ra propo d to g:rant 

a square league of 

to th& provinee. eaoh child 

ere 

r1 

·, to 

d lt 

a.ch t ly t 

ould b ven 

In anothi P paper to the pr a1dent o:f 

eo e ~e prompt action by · x1co. 

en 

1t t e ans he propo d weN not sp d,ll · adopted the if• 

ornl a would b oo e a p rt of t: • . rto 

ye ' d the thol1c 1n titut1on would b 

tion !thin another 

r y 0£ the 

thodist wolves" .• The number of' ... ttler he· intended to 

win would :ufficlent to repel both the secret intri 

and open atta a or tb e~1 can uaurper a''. 24 

22r.en. Reports. ~ COng • ., 2 

23Ibid •• PP• 20- . • 

2'-tbid .. , P• 24• 



xi can 

proposal. Pio Pico., sovernor of Call omi , issued t to 

, cnamar on July 4, 146, for on a1t1o ( 4 er&) fo~ 

-ch or tho 00 £ 11 s to 

V ll .25 

brought to the " Jo quin 

In r1 ~ of depoait1o before the nat 11 ry 

te.ir Co tt 1 a tew years 1 ter 1n"Vest1 ted 

mont• conduct &ix ri.aan t tlors 1n Cal.!.forni t th& t1 

or the rican cqu 1 t1on ( • ore., R. "' • 

Tho . ok nrldg • Josiah erguson. J. C. vis~ and L .. D. 

ineentj. aler) all te ti d t at to th e t of their kno led . 

r;cr t of' d d de by xieo to 

c1tJ.zen of t:or 1 ower prior to th Sear g wlt. 

They teat1.:f'1ed furth r 

1nt ri re t t e e...rant 

t ~mont ts move . nts did much to 

d sa:le .,26 

It ia re d1ly e n that during the years d1&.t l 

preced1n 46 California aa ery loosely at tee d to the 

xi Repub 1c. The · ettlers them 1~ r 1zed t t t 

pro vinee would v, lilt ly break 

voluntaril orb to a a by 

l'lOm th other country 

tmµor1al1et1o o P. Thi 

situation s to the y for the ncqui tion or~• 
prov1nc b the Dhit d t tes. 

251 id., PP• 2 25. 

26Ib1d.,, PP• 56-o 
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Chapt :r, III 

In , 1845., Jo c. time a enpta 1n 

t topo phical. engin ertng corp , left · gto ., n. c., 

under orders of tb :r p t to explore th e · on we t 

of' th dr.y m,;nmtains. The alle purpo of thi xp di-

t1on w r a1m11 to o or pr vloua e.xplor t1on and 

er, or a1ent1f1c aracte:r with no V1. tev r or ill-

try operat1 .1 

pr y object w to d1 cover new and ah .rter route 

f om t e west rn ba of the ckte to the ou of the Col-

1a ver. ot an o.ff1eer or sold.1 of the ted Stat 

accompani d • a entire toree cona1 ted of sixty- two 

loy d by h1m U' for s curity a.flinst :tnd.1 ns and £or.a 

procuring sub.al tenee 1n the 11 ernes and esert eountry 

rou i ch he ll1ll t j ourri y. 2 

In the int r of l 45-45 the party e cend d ~ro th 

1 d ru· o taln tot · Callroro1a frontier on hun-

dred ile bt01n nt ~ y lad of t 1r scape fro th u.ff r 

ing d peri.l or the long journ y, and eonfi.d nt o enjoying 

the ho p1 ta le · l com they bad re e 1 ved t '1ts r be£or . 3 

Leaving hi 

1 eons• Glo 11 29 Con ~., 2 seaa., 

2Ib1d. 

3John B1 · lo , emoir , P• 133. 

pend1.x"' p. 16. 



nthor1t1 .a ot the conc11 tj.on of hia party d to obt in pe:r-

m1aa1on to r cru1t and proeui-e the up lies nee"'"''"''"-p to pro• 

o.e d with hi exped1 tion. On h.l .• ay he iut suddenly inter-

cepted n ar ont r&y by a cav ey troop 

an 1 rious mess ge !'rom Oene1tal Jo 

the ~ean t-roops 1n Cal.1.fomia. 

ordered to ret1 1n tantl7 trom th countrr. 

and belli reney or th ea a $ aJ.ong w1 t: 

hi n were 

rudenes 
I ont1 a knowled 

that hi.a part 1n no. to r tire into the 

e olate on rrom h1 eh they had onl.1 r cen l e r . ct,, 

e u ed ont to tus to obey Castro's ~mm;md. This re-

ruaa1,, a perhaps int rpret 

ehallen to the power ot the x1 can g.ovemment 1n 

Call om1.a..4 

As soon a 

decided y bould take. po 81 t1on 1n t rough mountains 

overl.ookln th& plains of onterey • . Thi po . 1tion at ·oroed 

them prot ct1on fr.om t expected att • Dur1n th three 

ya y . ma1ned ncam ed there, they st.r gthen th 1r 

poa1t1on by the ere0t1on o a rude .rort ot: fell d o t~ •• 

in this t1 r v1 lbl t tb 1 non 

~ San Juan 1n thl dtatanc p:Pepar1n tor an atta .s 



eted a ta.£! at irks' P , th h1 est point 

ot the ele t1o ~ and unrurled .from it the fla o.f hi.a country. 

In 1etter to h1 parents one o-r itremont 1 s tad: 

e waited. £or stro tbr e days; e wo d not 
co nee t o.f.fens1 ve. and we g tt1ng abort of 
provia1ona and had to i"etreat. i are no camped nt 
the bead n arl.y ot ~a""..r ento valley, on our ay to 
Ore on.. ! th.tnk 1 t very likely t t e will turn 
yet, d go down through ia11.forn1a; ae ful:ly 1.r 
ean,, forcl. 1f" we t. 

, 
l' mont ent a commmde t.1on to Con '1-'homae O. Larkin 

at onterey., after th latter l:lad w ,_med him be wa.a about t o 

be tta ed. 
, 

Fremont told Larkl n that h1 s party had done n-o 

w-ron.g to the p$ople or to the authorities or the province • 

.Be aiso stated that 1r they re hemmed in end assaulted the1 

wo uid die to the last ~ if' need be, del- the tle.g of th&i.r 

country.? 

Th e.xioan realized they could not uooessful.ly eng ge 

l "" a they held their po i t i on . On the 

n1 t o.f the nl.nth or ch, l.8 46,, the p rty ved lo ly 

down the San Joaquin V ley and tunied up through northern 

Cal1torn1. to rda Ore on and th Columbia v r.a 
nator Benton~£ t r-1n-law at 

, 
emont, eJrPla1ned Ft'e• 

monti otiv in ho1st1n tho Ame.r1etm fl. 1n this ner: 

It raised at the appro Qh of' dan er; 1t was 
t down · en d r d1 sappeared. It .,.eJ.1 aru1 
nobly done,. d 110rt.h7 0£ our adm1.rat1on. 1xt7 ot 

6eo-ns• Globe, 29 Con .. , 2 seaa. • ppen x . P• l~. 

7 John c. 1 ont,. moira, P• 463i. 

Jo Bl low, emo1l', P• 21~. 
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our countrymen, three thousand mllea tr-om home., 1n 
aigJ:.tt o:r the Pao1t1c Ocean., appe·aling to the .t'lag or 
their country, unturJ.1ng 1 t on the mountain top, and 
determined to die under it, before they would submit 
to unjust ag ession.9 

As the Fremont party wi thd.rew the sett.lere in Oal1-forn1.a 

held two d1 ver•6 ent views in regards to the ep1 ode. ~y or 
the native Californians aotually believed the ex1ean army 

superior to that of the United States. This fa:L se ense of 

security, undoubtedl.y had an unwholesome 1nfluenc upon ex-

1can official in their dealings with the Americans. Castro 

was even cr1 tieised by some or h:ts subordinates for not attack

ing the explorer .10 

Some of the exieans claimad hor ea used by the party. 
, 

When .Fremont uneere-moniousJ. ordered the claimants out of his 

camp, the disgruntled exicans reported the af.fail" to the 

alcalde of San Jose. The latter protested vigorously to 

F.remant on behal.f or the cl.aim-ants. Ile al.so dlr-acted the Anler-

ican 1.eader to appear before him to prov ownership of the 

horses in dispute. Premont replied to the official's commun

ication in this :manner: 

You will readily understand that my duties ill 
not pennit me to appear before the magistratea or your 
town on the complaint of every stra 1ng va abond ho 
may chance to v1s1t my camp.11 

at ever y have 'been the merit of the e-xican' s claim, 
I 

it is now evident that Fremont' refusal to obey the summons 

9John c. Fr6mont1 Memoirs,. P • 464. 

10 H. H. Bancroft, Ca11forn1a, Vol . v., p. 16. 
llib1d., P• • 
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of the legal authorities was altogether injustifiable, and the 

tone of his refusal was most insolent. 

In contrast to the views of the Mexican settlers and 
, 

officials, however , the American settlers sent Fremont word 

that they would come to his aid whenever necessary. As the 

explorers withdrew toward Oregon, Fremont held the rather 

dangerous idea firmly in mind that he could raise an army in 

California equal in numerical strength and superior to any 

.force the Mexicans of that section might bring against them. 

It is 
, 

i ghly probable that Fremont could hardly turn his at-

tention seriously toward exploration after such an e,,xperience 

awakened h is ambit1ons .12 

Fremont and his men had reached the northern end of Klamath 

Lake in Oregon and were about to start exploring a new route 

into the illamette Valley, when to horsemen from California 

overtook them. They reported to Fremont that Lieutenant 

Archibald H. Gillespie of the ~arine Corps with dispatches 

from the United States government had recently left Sutter's 

Fort and had been searching for Fremont and his party for 

several days. Fremont and some of his best men retraced their 

trail and met Gillespie . 1 3 

In a deposition presented to the Senate Mili tary Affairs 

Committee some fe years later Gillespie stated: "I was bearer 

12 . , Allan Nevins, ,Fremont , Adventurer, Vol. I, p. 268. 

13John C. remont, Memoirs , P• 487. 
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I of th duplieat of a d1 patch to Larkin, a p eket to~ ont~ 

1. -i... 14 a l tter of" 1nt.roduct on to emont .from u~an • dia-

patcb was destroyed after b.av er 'been co tted to emory. ,l.5 

·-remont• de os1.t1on V n to the same eomnitt e ex.pl 

Gille 1e • co un1oat1on 1n t 

1:h1 o.f.f1c r inform d e h d be n ·reeted, by 
t e seer tary of s te to i'1nd • and to acquaint 

t his in truct1ona, hioh. h d for t e1i- princ!p 1 
o jecta to scertain _ e " o itiu11 of th 0811.fomia 
people, to conciliate t ir fe l wit the n1 ted Stat 

d to f d out th a e of counteracting d (11 
of' t lt1sh v rnment upon that country. 

:.L: e co t1ona. the d rs 0£ pos1t1on, 
( e men ere killed in our cam:o he night Lieutenant 
UJ. sp1e d liver d hi le t t.ers) 1:nd . , t r re-

turning t par at e orth n iE the l , to turn 
b to the valle of the Saer nto. 

llesp1e conveyed. much .xo1t1ng news th bad p1cked 

up al.mg the ay. 1 included the fact that Oo dore John 

D. Sloat o:f the Un1 t d. t t " vy had sent t 

to san .Francisco to rot ot t h Amer1oen of that are • e 

expre sed th opinion that th United 

ate.rt .fightin t any t1me.l'7 

he letter fro ont • raml ly w r cl upon en d 

or t n and holding po e ion o:f Cal.lforni ould 

incid nt h p n t t ould u t1fy 1t. 
, 

em.ont warn d 0£ 

the t nt~on 0£ th Briti h to acquire the provino 

l J a uobanan n S oretary of t du g Polk' 
1nistr tion and l t r Pr nt of t e United St t fh 

15 en. ports, 30 Con •, l. 

16~.~ p. l 13. 

7 ho Benton., 

•, · o. 7511 P • 30 . 



to1d that President Palk desired that should not let t 

uceeed 1n their d s1 s . tn r , he should ue ev .. Py mean 

at h1 d1 al to pre nt th 1t1 a ui ition of Calif-

s.tor ton was 1n clo oontaot wlth P e 1d t olk 

t this time. In conv, r t.h tb.e 1dent 

stated: 

• • • I re arked tn t ~~et Britain h d her eye on t t 
count and in nd d to po s e 1 t 11' ' cou1d., but 
that t e people oC the United State u1d not wil11n y 
pe 1t Ca11£orn1a to pass into the po sesn1on o.f any ne 
c<>J.ony planted by eat 1t 1n 01- any fOI'$1 o , ehy, 

t t r ass rtin r . onro ' doct.zwin 
.fo.rn1 and the fin bay of' San e1 co 

view a Ore on •. 19 

In diary nt £0 Ootobe:v o , l.845, Polle o eon-

min - hi 1n truotion to Li ute t G1llE> pi : 

r t1on 1th Lieut 
v1-llesp1e of t in corp , about 1 · t o'clock 
P. ., on the uojeet of t e secret mis ion on which 
he about to £0 to cal.1£orn1 • e et 1.n truo-
t.ion and the letter to • Larkin, Unit d States 
consul t nt-erey, 1n the Dep rtment or st te, will 
e lain tb.e obj ct o.f · s ion. 20 

refore_ 1t 1a sent t esid nt ?olk wa d ~1n1t 1y 

intere in llfomia,. and that he t- · eat"'et instruction 

to o.ft'lcial 1n tbat province to a 1.st 1n br1ng1n bout it 

oqu1 t on. her r to this d · a o.d de l of un-

C rtainty to heth r or not ' emont him lf reoe1 

l 

19 lan e olk, P• J.9. 

~I 



1n tru.et1on from the esident eonce 1n ll orn1a. do 

have om d.epo tion fro e o r1er and .rrom the r-ec1p1e-nt, 

Gille pl end ont respeet1 v ly • that such instructions er 

t and de11vered . Alo w have Polk' state nt that 

aec1 t 1n ~ruction to Califo:rnia. 21 

twenty- .fourt of , 1846, tound emon t and h1 s 

on th to v r. It wa there~ t t1:ley rec 1 t 

.at tl.1ng news th t Gen 1,al Ca tro had ordered all non-citizens 

to leave the province. the rmore, Castro had t ted hi. 

intention to pre nt any n • American 1 migrant f'rom t r1ng 

the provlnce. 22 

ant ~ealized that bi po.&ition .in Ca111"orn1a w a 

1.11 t but po d an explor r who int nded to 1• tum 

to t. Louis by southern rou • Years l ter he dcseri d 

the . 1tuatl.on 1n Ca.11.fornia 1n t i'oll g !?'dst 

I saw the · a openL'l clear be.f o:re me• ar w1 th 
exioo a 1n vi table; and a d opportun1 ty now 

presented 1t 11' to re llz · 1n their ful.le t extent 
tb.e .far sir;;ht views ot nator ton~ and m r th 
Paci.fie Ocean the tern boundary- o the United St t • 
I resolved to move f'o ard on th opportunity and r tum 
.f'ortbwitb. to the Sa nto , lloy 1n order to bring to 

all the 1nf.luenc s l coul.d comnand. ... Th.1 . e .. 
c1 aion wa th first t p 1n the conquest o£ 11:rornia. 23 

Condition 1n the province b to take on th o h&N 

ot r. Sen tor nt s IU'ized existin co 1t1on thu: 

2ltb1d. 

2~ obn c. 
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On June 14. 1 • on1y 

~ th r volt st · 

tb town or no 

t 1n control. or c vntb 1n 

own w decl8.J'i end t g 

ill.1 c settl r 1n th 

ill cap~in of the r . lutionl t . 

sbr ~ .fu 1, do · tic J ck-or- 11-

rr Vermont. an d oe n c 

r. carp nter, d cher. ll 

a on on 18,. l 46, 1n tch t ror t 

o· cvolt. h prl.ncl.ples t ted 
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t hlch h co 1s rty d 0 r 
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• ol. v. • 117 • 
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to 
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rozt 
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the p ople of Cal mi • n26 

It is r ther d.Uflcult to d t rm!.n. mont' part in 

t 

tho 

ee 

B r r volt. n st1l crit c bel.1ev d t t v 

loof £ro t 

with r l der to bring 

prom1 tu.1.1. sup rt ot 

out.

party. 

t er the c u. rim. , 
r l e 

their crop 

ettl. who .t ed th t 

ether a. oo l.ha.ro.y r ·volt 

native ould burn 

hom s. or that 1~ ae 1nat1g ted by 

ol"d r to pr e1p1 tat ot1 C p 1 ainst thi Californi 

tor a,, 11 l'" be Olft'h 

Upon d of th upr1 1n ~ 

OFd r to th C pt ot sloop .P.o.r_~.:;::;::;;;..;..;;.;;;;,w 1 

1n the bor t ont 0 cl.ud l ~ p er,, 

pero 1on cap~ flour• ar, po 'I etc., and oould 

11.y be u 

1fl ll. 

exp d tion nst ao·e Cal1forn1 v1l• 

lor 1.on 2 l o nt nue 

MA~\n•h11 ~ odd 

th in orth. rn c .1.rom a. Th 1r n 

r c t ye •• y ot the ttl r tro ly 

oppo co tin ' c<mt:rol. d d red . con-

tliot 11'1.th • x1co ~ .. ~ to bring bout n end to th t con 1.29 

26 l. vina~ r, P• 2:1 .. 
'Z'l • Banc.rof't• vol v,, P• 91. 

28.ro c. • 504. 

29a. cro.rt. , 01. • P• l 3. 



no to 

c1 

ll 1 on 30, 11:; , tro h 

In 1 o r vol • t r re ur to jo t -
r can ttler • su ... t a1 

t shad brib t-o crop 

t th d t 1t w C tro' 

int nt d ut oft p y. 30 

Indian upri · 1n • 

t of 

d d t 

0 

d, co 

1n 0 

0 nat 

tall oft 

0£ the rlc.an 

d C r re 

co ~ .. 3-2 

of e 

oonclu ton i born out by t· follow• 

to t er. 

t th 

t 

ol.unt 

n 

ot oin 

of t 

e t do 1 w1 

th 

th t 1n 

0 

ri tt-

now do1n 

to th 1d 

p~t 

,.. . "'• 
• 



On Jul ~ 1846• 

£orn1a B ttalion l 

re org . tzed int th 

1th some of the rtean ttl r ... 

ttaUo finally oon_ st d o£ f0-ur co panies numbering 

thirty- fo 

the suppl! a he could m:uwe 

1on. 33 

John • SUtt l' p1 Cd 

,t the d1spo al. of th b ttal .... 

In hi me ge to Con a on 11 ,, 46., P:r 1d nt Olk 

t t d 

th 1ted 

0£ x1st 

pro 

d 1 p 

aro 

Co: do Jo 

ta co d1t1on of r ext ted b teen x.1co and 

tat.e . 34 daJa later Congre elared a t te 

ar d pa. ct 

war 35 In 

eral a lor 

d . so 
quadro l t 

• io t arr1v d t 

uthorizing t p s1d nt to 

of Palo t.o e a 

d driven th . nc 

tlin, · ext co > and und r 

port of ·onterey on the 

cond or July. l 46. It ld t po . t1on t & fol! 1'1 . 

, y ct1v1t,". lo t held 

i~ truot1on from oretary or t v-r Geor Ban.c .ft hi.ch 

order 1n t e or w betw n the 1t d St te 

P• 
xi.can N tlon . 



e:xi co to . loy th !"oree under b 1 s oommma. 1n 

t t ,,., ... -... 1.u.~1 00 bould be 'tall~en, t n t port o!' mnt rey, 

snd th __ .......... o r · xic pol:'t a hi £ore oould hold •. 

ith t c por 

to blocaade 

po on ot t11.e Unit oat 

other n port :i th · cif'ic a 

1 l t o r clti~en on tb 

e t eoa t or ' tX.ieo •· e ord sr · to do ll the , 1..r po 

ible, 

di tane 

th.out y . trl.f h the C li:f om1an t 

con idered., 

di ere ion 

twe n the: a 

any n eircum 

oat' 

ordered to 1 t hi 

._37 

lo t o c.cup1 : ont y on tn vent 1 of July d nt. 

to t d1r ctins the l tter to confer tll • 
n lot told by t t l ttex- cted 

hi own 1n1t1 t1v • for 1.t a not y t kno th t the Unlted tat 

a.pp -red di ppo1nted. th n re-

d acted uuon r 1th of e1J10.nt' op r t1on 

1n the 

e -Cr ,'i'ate Conwas arr1 ve.d t teroy on the fii't 

or July Co · do.re Ro rt F. Sto to repo1 .. to Sloat for 

duty. Sl. at a 1 . d tho co en o the .fl t to tockto; 

s led for the United States. 39 

.. emont el e4 t t the 1 tin .., 0£ ou.r i'la· 

obe, 29 Cong •• 2 se s •• pendix, P• 20 .. 



aved C 11'orn1 nn th$ P o1f1-o co t fro 1t1 · int rvent1o • 

r1t1 h let# ee1 g e 

n utrai p r, to 1nto 

of Jr 

ent 

quot d the 

ron 

' 1I l 

der n Q 

1 h 

t 

.fl 

rai d 

not ( c] on 

the .. 40 

Upon th r1 al ss 

t C 1.fomia ttalion w 

Prti nt promoted to th 

wer dded to e unit ror extr 

r1 no r t, as 

- v rnor 

o.fi"'ic r und r • ·1oa , rot 

e lt in h:L he 

rl.can 

loat, ii' your 

re I should ha ho1 ... in.e 

d y Stockton 

into the na l rvi • 

0£ 

tren h . Th1 barked 

on th oop 9}:an :for s Di go . A.ft r l- d g th re they 

oh to An le • .., to ckton r d rived at th 

city on t 12th of A on of 

th C ty o. t· e An la tout ting y 

pro cl 

B th v. nt _ th of that nth they d 

eonqu t of C 1fom1 , n th 

tod and 

can troop 

tro d fl d to ~nora. ' to ton tb n took po 

1 on of bJ bol a. conq t o-£ t e U ted tat-e • 

point d J:•'.N:)mD 

40Jobn c. 

£unction of governor 

• 

2 0 • 
66 • 

n 



elf uld turn to naval ron. 42 

·vents r v1 tly. eral T lor had dr1v- n t 

eros t o Gr d d 11 .c1n nto the north-

rn p t of ex1eo.43 Jun 15., l 46., 

t ' r1t1 · 1st to a hln n nd J es 

er t o.r .;,ta · ., h 1 - ed t ing 

t o.rty-ninth parallel or l titude our north.em ounde.ry.44 

Colon 145 tepb.e • e y prepa.r1n to vad ·e xico 

and Cali.i'orn.1 1n oi-der to ae 1re those provinces .t'or the 

Unit d teg 46 , 
Cal1.forn1 • 

re ey rocu d on f -o.fi' 

t thi t a act1n in full. co~op ration with 

Stockton and s tak1nrr orders fro h • re ~ol.lo ing quo-

tat1on 1 fro l tt r r eeiv-d by e nav l 

c der., dat d AU.)1 t ' , l 46, and 1 tten .from h1 h ad• 

quart r .t Lo An0 l s: 

I propo , b .r 
appo1nt you to t e 
th cretary · reof .; 
or state end sl.l then 

ou w1l.l, t er o 
all you CWl to z,ther 

42qo P -lobe, 29 Con • , 2 a ap 

to o 
thu 

dix, P• 15. 
43. 

• • Pri tley, enc.an · ation, p .. 306 • 

4 Hunter 

ea.my wa promoted to t r 
rrect1¥ a oon a he left • 

t briga 1 
en o:rth tor th 

s • 
239. 

ton: 



d 

posin th t b th 25th ot 
1.1 shed your part of es 

ou t 1.1 aneisoo o th t 
to pl.ae 

It can b aeen fioom t e letter t t Stockton 

w1s ed to r tum to hi naval oper t1on • On th eon of 

.. e i ued n r order C, ating the office· of 

millt ry commaoia t or th terr1to o . a t o et upon 

di ct ons .from the governor. On th t 

ap oint to t n :wly created poa1t1o ... 

I 

ayFre twe 

to c1rcum t ee 

w ch ai ose whereb:r hi superiors cont tinge oh other's 

authority, F-""' ... t w. e not 1 van the pl"Olni :ed po t a . ov rnor. 

0 

ter orcl r from e· er t of th avy voked Sto ton• 

r to ereat civil overmn nt. 48 As w1l1 b s n, th1 

d ch to th confu ed st t 0£ fair 1n Gal.1f'orn1 • 

47Hou 

48John i l 

Cong • • 2 

!I • 199 .. 

• o. 4,. p.. 675 .. 



I 

Chapter I V 

t the nd £ Jun # 6• Gene led 

or t out ot Port L ven: o th to 

10 or C 1~ mi :or th Unit 

1n 1 t. r b l. ted. conqu t 

o£ noo by iddle or 4".' pt . do cu.pl! s t 

• 1 On S pt. 25, ~ 

o his troop • t o 

o r fro b. C' er t 

ot c liforni .• 2 

On thew 

,. 
b 1n 

:, ot 

t 

t out tor Oal.iro th p t 

t to oc.c.upy B eo. 

d ot to 0 

ton., w1 th di atcb fro to ton and 1 t 

l tt r 

hi w1.f 

portant r l co 
I 

I 
t' r 17. :s 

C on tol 

ur d t t th 

or · e provinc 

ul.d p 0 to 

di pat 

h l. tter ho 

nton l 

:wu.eatio tot nat1 

my hat lU'omi w 

n1 t t e tla · " s 

1 how r ,- 1n 

1.fo.mj. tabl.1 

delle d to 

nt • ·er 

ly -
d 

v1rtu4l.l.7 co -

1 l rt 

tbat he l.t 

civil. ove t 

__ c_., 3.l . Con • , 2 a.,,. ,.. iO• J.?-, • 239 . 

J ohn c. 



eon th.en told h1 t . e1v.11 ·· mment wa 

lLs and tb to be , pointed o~ .mor. 

r on tha no d rstanding could 

would 

v mor. In ad.di t1o , e my in turn b 

to d b in o Oalif'omia.-4 

n tha Car n prot tod tlr.c.u--t turning b a 

d th di patch 

he carri.e were tr ar r-r to ano hr bearer to be earri 

on to aahington. Al.l tlle troops u.nd 

hundr d. o dered baQk to t 

to o ton rely ntions tum-

8 ds; 1>7 • Cr n 

t J. or , our l ro .ehed 

at le st t n d ys u1nee .. n6 

In n's ta e en give to to;r w nton, th eou.t 

aid th ar re then t ty t1 on t 

to 1tom1 t t b. f"r1 d to t all hi 

11Y:, intended to t the v m.or ot -
• Ac rd1n to 0 n • 1 ' tol upon K O\ln 

P• • 



aceo and w1 tbout C aon t 1ng rd about h1 . intended 

pl _ .,7 

ng th1 time th$ C 1torn1an ... :n th aouthel'!'l part · 

province 

.... el 

Gille ' 1 , 1n co,111I!'!Emo. 

....... -.. -....~ ... ssly o ~.r a .... _ 

t 

that r belled. ille p1e s oPo d to r 

s t as l . d to t o u on a 

edro • Sto "ton 1 t p . d 

Until th 15 · o 

Sto ton 1 e>ptt.1.* t ... on · "' i.nst t d t1 coo . 11 ed but 11 tt1e, 

d . le oop er& ' b cl: t:rom tho c1 t_y in ly Oetob 

w1 tl1 oonsld r~ble lo s 8 
I 

Fr . ont w 

and d o a br1 

Sto ton in :r .rt to tb. 

o.f act1vtty.9 

ean b1l , K 

fore rifle 

f1 ting. h 1n cont 

o t at p ual# 

•• a r $Ult or t ~e t 

tUI toward 1ntervenin n 

t 0%" h1 & l cit 

fottced b pi d 

n., app.ro abed the 0 of t :e 

ct 1th ore 

forty mil. Di o. 

Tb.1 t. 1eh too pl 0 c. 6,., 1846, r . lted in 

th ric ab tn d c1 dl wor 'ted e 

7 .......,,.........,.. 30 Con •, 1 es. • ., ppea.dl p 1031. 

R. o tt, ,,, 11:fornl J Vo1. V, P• 20 



to 0 

0 OU.ti l. 

Jo ~ but ock t 

- l. 

• l • • 0 

th r. l d r • 
l , d a 

bout f'o 1 

lt , t ob t 

t r 

or 

• 
t oe 

e , l 

r o"" ti.01 ,. I 

• 0 • a 

1 •• it 

0 t t uld 1 • 
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' 
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other d., it bean t h II ti.Ve 

deair to b1 ent and to ao uire p-

ul ity among 1f'oro1 • o er o he e ct d to l 

a go mor-1t--l.~ 

Th term ranted by 

C ueng re e edin. y neroua. 

ommot b qua 1one • 

o ill ary policy oul probabl 

of th opul. tion into r i1las. 

about t e l1be l1 ty ot t 1 te 

e te d ·upon l. 

t Cep1tul. ion of 

e of 

r1 ntor· 

l 

tockton n ve.r pro 

pprov d the 14 

by -
I ant 

ting eh 

nt 

. g part 

st 

11t y 

1co., 

tint' t u 1. ted 

C01amsnde.r ... 1n- du o:r t. e · llt'orni 

by n 

this 

tr aty tU1t1 w r 

p c ·i"ul. po a~on o~ 

-ro lly o.ur d y our 

lup 

l ft. 1n t e 

d -

rlco 1n 

t s point 

to m.1 
oontrov r b g tween toe.kt.on and 

supreme uthor.1 ty 1n t 

rov1nce. nder ol"'ganiz d d 

· d of th · torn! B ·tta1lo. Stockton d t en 

p to 1nsti tute ei vil venune:nt £or t h 

pro lnce Gd 1 s 1ntent!on o 1nv,e ting 

l.3a ,. Cl"'ot't, C llforn1 , ol. 

l - ........ 4 , PP • 40G- lJ7. 
l. 



42 

with . t1t1 and re pon 1bll1t1 of vernor.l 

ton 

I emont 

tockton' 

jutant fro 

An l : 

oon dr 1nto t e cont.rover y b t n stock• 

y over ratlk.. The .fir t 1 t tion d o.f 

eon veye in a e snge ent by rn 's 

t of' e W tat Lo 

am ., I send 
CPetaI7 

. the fo11· in • 
in QaJ.irornia 

• 
!'1' without 

te Ve my 

l t d Jan. 17, 18 7, 1n reply to t on t · t 

ll • 

•• 2 e •• 

17 Jo' Bi . l.ow,. 

t 

ton 
.,, you 
cknow

ton_. 



s1o 
until you 

Th quarr l tine to continue bet en • amy 

ch of th two wer to hav ehtet co 

in C 11 om.1 • Tb!. ou ........ &A.· .. ,.-~1 • s not o 1gn1r1 t 1n 1 t 11". 

tly' tport t 1n 1ta con 

Throu the ar h t ehn1 oal.J.y in th n v ervice 

und r Co dor Stockton. Ile had co · to Califom.1 upon top• 

o phiea1., not on military duty .• u, ll had conduct 

h1 U 1n such 

aaa . 20 It 

er t t e · 

te that 

in :p dent1 l 

11 d upon 

xtr distance ro aaW.ngton d t slown ss 

wit ot tbo d B th: cb1 

rea n £or eontro era • Al • t tact t t th d 

n VJ d p t nt d both 1eaued s1. l order to the dif-

.ferent eotmnstnd rs tur ly c u d a conflict to ari e 

·i::11.'mm<l Stockton: Seer t cy ot t 

oper ted, had o.Nler d to put Cal1rom1 un er civil -

ni tr t1on. A&&rny, ot1n under ord r o'f t ar D p t .. 

n, w to civil 

don 0£ C 1i'om in t 

1 PP• 19w 193. 

l Ib:1d•, p.. l9L, 

20 J • ll chard on~ 

en • hould he uc e d 

Sine Sto 'ton' 

01. v, p 93. 



re 1 ued nth e l.1er than K ' , and !nee tockton 

" ' nt both h ld that t e co que t of had be n 

:bat t aJ.l co loted beror. K arn: ' .fore na r1 It 

Fram t .felt ll1 or shoul ,CO r_ 0 n val. co der. 

· n. too, Cal.1.fomia attalion ha 1z th 

th 

so l 

rst d1n that 1 t hould et t . Ord r 

r 1n d o th co t and n d it orv1.e .21 

In dition. t e o.f.fi era r re nt o d 

to tockt n r eei d t e1r> p y by hi ord r • 

.UV!1,i1G4~'11!Al'tt 8 ore e.f£1 lent and th t1o, 

he a.r par nt.. n 

1 o.r t duat.e and old r oi'.f1c .r of 

r p1 ri • Doubtless, too, 

to ton h.ad pro ed o e peat.fl e lly to 

h1 v rnor o.f t pro vine , l though e-

quently epo. n to other o.ffio r of 

pl ce.22 

, 
ont 1 ' r tn tor th 

ea J:'; t circ tance a tmd Jr wb.i t 

1n 1£om · • i11l.1 

h 1! It then :ro a o.f'i'1c:er o yr ntl 

t 0th P e1i"1 co t, t t g y ot r 11 

off'1 rs t qu et1on a ott n ed; lt1 t l 1 



v, rnor or Cal11'or.n1a? u2S 

On Jan . 22. 1 .tf1, Stockton aa replaced by Commodor · 

'1111 B. Shubrick as chi r n vnl co d r. A 

a eon ren between Shubrick and Keamy t latter . aa recog• 

n zed y Shubrick a the h sd o£ tho California troop • 24 

I ediately after t i oonferenc& K my bad a prool 

tlon pUblis which he to ly a sumed th ·Vernor ip. 

Evid e does not exi. t t t emont a ent oop-:r or th1 

announce nt, al thou h Kearny cla1.med. to ha v t h1 on • 

On arch l~ l. 48, neral. Kearny ddress d a letter to 

1n whi.cb he demar...ded th su render of .ll territorial archive 

and p 11 e document • Fremont r fused to obey,_ deel r1n 

later that h knew nothing or the prool -t:ton. It would p

pear t t Fremont b 11ev that Kearny '1'· blu.f1'1n$• 25 

om th1 t a1 there s no conflict 1n the ec1fio 

coa t co t.1, and 1t a1"'Il and Shubrick work d toge r in the 

b st or ony. Fre nt r ee1 ved, on th 13th of' ~ b-

letter fro ubr1ck to tbe etteot that be and a.my 

ere ctin 1n a.cord, he must bave re l1zed that e a. 1n 

unten ble positiou.26 

5 

ton: 
P• 5 • 

• 
gelo11$ ~emolr, P• 288. 

evin , 
·, 
em~t, Patbmarker, P• 315. 



All t au or.lt tbA d • 
t 

1 

.from 

thou t 1t w. e 

e1 11 

d1 ut could 

o e lier. 

In ·dit 

th 

t 

ra £r · 

o.r the a:vy thn t the f• r nt 

t cont.ro.1 t l d ope tion and 

ll ta1;-ry ca: and r.al 

.avoided U' the 0 ly 

t en uch · ct1on a n h or 

.... ...... ~ .......... der tandin_g cau d 1 th& dela 

th ontrar1ness d tu born ss ot 

6 

r 1 rn:r er et 1t ly an dd.ed 1ncentl e to th tnt -

t:, d prolon ti 

court rt1 · o 

n ak d dur1n th$ 

th or not he 

th 1n truct1o so tne n ' ont • 
th 

hi 

er l plied 1 n - t1 V • li tt t d to tt#t y 

on the · ounds t t h snot in th 

bordinate uni 00-... - ..... c t1n 1net 

ao in th 1n 

t 1 ve1:7 l.1 o 

0 to b1 

ct1on .28 

that thi t lw:-e o 

bit ot 

re u1red 

r 1 to 

no 

vid nc available to ubstant ta thls sup 0-a t on it could 

very ly h d th eft ot~ 

~ y pl t Colon l Ph111 Cook 

Z1.., n • .:_. _...S.•., 30 Cong.,. l ess , o .. z~. p . 5. 

28n, d .. -
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or the sout rn l.f ot cal.1.t"orni • hen Cooke inquire of' 
I 

Fremont how many of the m o.f th · Call.fomi B ttal.lon had 

nt red th government ervic he reo 1ved tb nformat1on 

n had. and that t e b ttal.1on wa not Jet d1sban ed a · runt0r 

o.f 1naurrect1ona we:re ri:t • 29 

' Fremont now de a t . us r .ide from Los Ange1 to ontere7, 

tou;r hundred mil e a away . ed ~ t the Pa on .fo 

th1 .ride w s to · am Kearny o.f the dang r of an outbreak th 

thre tenlng among the Oal.i.forcn1. s • thou Kearny thought t t 

he ade the ride 1n an t t to .fl.nd out, hta r al at tue. 

It' Fremont d . i.r to 1m rov his relat.lo·n th th general., 

the hopes wer soon 

hews reaetved. 30 

doned by th ho ati.l manner in wb.1 o 

' on t now o.ft'er ed K arn7 h1a re.al tio • but it 

ret'ua Thie · don even tho euey had received ol"der 

from the Seer tacy o.f ar whlcb etated that ont could 1th r 

remain 1n California or return to the On1 ted tate • 31 In.at ad 

Kearny asked Fremont whet her or not .he intended to ob J order 

of eh l , l 47. Thoa orde.ra re d 1n parts 

• • .I have. now to direct that you will bring w! th 
1ttle del y po lbl , l th ar 1 v d ublic 

doe · ent a d p per 111 ch may b &ubJ ct to JOUJ."' con-
trol. d hi ap tain to ·th gove nt or Cal torn1 
th t y rec lve t e fro your · ands at. thi place •• • • 2 

1. V~ P• 46 • 

30eonie:~· Gl be. 30 Cong • ., l. oess., appen x, P• 1000. 

1 Jo n Bi .elow, e.m91.r, P• 199 •. 

32Ib1d .. , P • 201. 



Upon ~t' hesitation to ann r, Kearn told him to 

take t1 e to d lib rat over th matt-er s the an wer would 

b& very ortant .. 

le in confer oo th ner l Kearny and his aides, 
I 

48 

r ont felt he being :ridicul d. He engag d 1n eonver-

s t1on th Colon 1 R. B. ·.SOU, 

end· .r ented ao thing ~ n a1d to ·11. He ch Uen 

ason to duel which. nev r f'ougbt. 

By th1 t Kelill".OY a deter inecl to plao 
/ 
mon t under 

ubo.rdlne. tlon. r tu 4 emont1 s 

rcque t to t 

1"1&ld cott 1n 

all bo y o:f troops and Join aen ral 1i·1n-

xi.co. Be l.eo retu d 
I 

mont's suggest1on 

t at he b& allo . d to Nturn directl:y to th United St tes 

w1 th hi · o.rtg1.nal. exploring part 

In a letter bo Kaa:my to Premont dated June 14. 1847, 

arn7 1nstrue rollows: 

I :r ( ew R 1 vetla) on · edne sday, 
th 16th 1n t t., an I r quir of' you to be w1 th your 
topographic 1 party 1n rq c (which will probably 
be ti.ft · n ile :from here) on the evenin of t t day• 
and to cont1nu with me to ls our1.,35 

Keamy,. e.cco an1 by FI-: ' nt ~ re eh&d Fort Le venworth 

on the twent1-seoond o 47 •. 

K rrr:, had on or hi lieutenant r ead 

fr-0 an order 1 s sued that day: 

they arrived 

3~ • . • Sh ... rman, Memoir , 101. I, P • Sa. 
:,4John Bi low, 1r, P• ooo. 
35Ib1d •, P• 203. 

re 



Th re wa 

c r a to 

1n 
and 

Al thou 

a e , oth r 

f ther- 1n•l·a , 

m er. 

od J. r 

t t b ve been e 1y d j 

a dif'.f rent opinion. 

tor Benton, who ul.o ·1Z 

36Pre'mont had b een pro · t d to t.hi rank b 
nt a few month.a prior to tine t i cie .. 

37 John Big l o , . moi r , .P • 214 • 
36 rm.an. • • o l .. I ~ P• 55,. 

39Tho H. ton, '!'htr cy Year.s~ Vol . II , 

49 

ot"t1-

d guilty by 

w b.1a 

t 8 

.. .. 

ar .pal't -

P• 715. 



, 
mont wa t:r1ed b ner l court• .ti 1d 1n 

c ttGnt1on w direct d ward the 

proced ot t;he trial. ged with mut1 ~ di ob di nc of: 

orde · a, and of conduct pre Judicial. to th publle serVice, 

mont waa found gu1l.t7 on ·1 eh.a.rge • '?he eentence of: the 

court e tho.t, h • dism1 d rrom the l.litary erv1ee. 

President Polk too up the t ter of: h1 s trial 1-n ever l 

c bl.net me t.1n s. Ii jor1ty ot th~ cabinet 

thou he had been .:f.'ound ilty that h.e abcul.d not be -

missed from th~ servlee.40 

50 

Thi a ament by the cab et w a re ehed only :tter much 

di.acus on, both t vo~ble and tmfavorable to Fremon • Th 

cretary of tat& and th Secretary or er al.mo t took e.x-

cept1 to tat~t d by the other. As a r-e-.oult of' th 

dec1 ion of eo.b1net. and t he reeo nd ti.on o~ ajor1ty 

of the court., Pol.le decldi d to mi t the enal t • l • en no .... 

t1f1ed of th.1 
. , 

int ntion., Fr nt wrote that could not 

ace pt cle; noy,. for by doing so ae wo d only admit t h 

j uatie of th.e d e1aion of the court.42 

Ev thou gned from the m111t cy service, 

he w to have i'urther d1:tf'1cul ties w1 th of'f'icer'S of the 

The cert1.ti c te g1v n by h1 and Stockton 1n payment !or 

prop rt;r used by t ~· dur1 g the c<Xiquest o:r C 11.tornla had 

40All Nevi , Polit, l, PP• 301-302. 

41 
· Ibid. • p • 303. -

42John Di gel , mo1r, P• 317. 

• 
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b n 1t1oised by Kearny at the time .y. re V n.4 

arnyf succ aor 1n co nd 1n 0 1.forn1 d r1tten th 
I 

sbow.d j t t ~ ner 1 o:r the Un1 t d Stat th t ~omont 

be re 1 t.id to return O· mon y ,id out by t e latt r at 

h1 int rest r t .4 

bo of oE.ti r as appo1n ted by ~ r par t 

Sp o1 Order 156., d ted t. e, 1 2, to examln d r·port 
I 

to Con · s on ineurr d by Fr mont 11 in C if-

ornl during t 1 board 1ned el 

t 1 9~185. 29 end r oomttend~d t t 15"/ ,317 .. 65 o th!. 

e d all.o e • 0 It y t under$t d th r-

t result1n to t, a l. a the . c1 

lo a ne 1ncurr • 

t' court- ti ub qu t r 1g-

n tion £.ro the ai:my, a hi tory of hi. part 1n the nning of 

mtr1but1on 

to t ning of that region for th Unite · Stat ll ind!.• 

o te his · gn1£1c ce. 

In the fr int ce, 
I 

emont• s m pplng exped1t1-0n and 

th report of tho e exp dlt1on ed 'b Co si.on 

order caused t p opl of the Unite t ta tot e 

aove 

43cons• Glob , 30 Co~ • • l appendi~ P• 95. 

4 Rouse _ . --£.•, 31 Con •, 1 $es •• .. . 17, • 330. 

3 Oon ., l 
·o. , PP 

• ( P. n - ton: 

34 Con •.t l 
!lo. 63, P• 2• 

• ( sh n on: 
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1ncreaa1n interest in th 

er1pt1 ve an narr t1 ve 1 ting, and b1 re ort did ch. to 

ou ubllc int rest 1n the eat" including Cal1fom1a. 

s 1t b n 1tt that tro the she of: hi c .fires 

eltiea to 

In th! cond 1l1 tane , 
I 
:J.UOnt' dec:1s1 v ctlon in -

tum.1 rro Ore to C lifom1 whil 1n the 1 at or 1 

t: 1rd .xpe<lit1-on. betb.er or not oret instruction to 

, and his p om.pt a .. sa1s nee to e Amer1een .ettl.ere at 

e outset o:f' t g Yol t av th. t ov ent it re-

quir d 1mpe -
-dore o t to ct1v1t , the · it1:ell 1 

Callfo.r.n1a tod Y•· 

(!P.t b • v1n over 

I 

In t third inst , Fremont• a w1 dllng or t 

s1tuat~on 1n utn rn cal.1£01-nta tollo t outbr or 
r ellion ther r 8Ul t 4 1n reacy of u n .. L 

propitious af.JtJ.vley might b. ve r &Ult d in continued r t-

c b e Cal1foro1ans, or in mor ide re r volt. 



BI LIOG-RAPK'.1. 

Gove ent Document 

heae doc ent w re u .fuJ. 1n :fUrnishln lnfor 
t1on concerning Temont 1 exploration • 

aahin on: f House Executive Documents. 25 Con~ •• 2 & s ., 
oov rnment r.1.nting Oti':1.c ., 5 ., • 42; 
l 46, No . 4; 30 Cong • ., 1 ae a . ,. l S48,. o . 

29 Co ., 2 s 
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