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By Hoss E. Nichols, Graduats student, Oklahona A. & College 

Junuary, 1949 

Introduction 

The study of tl:1e art of ur,holstering is an intoresting 

one. rr•he word nupholst~ern or "upholsterer" originated from 

the word "up-holder. tt In the early days of· ·cha craft, as well 

as today, textiles required stuffing and springs underneath 

to give the fabric permanent form. This holding-up attribute 

lead. to the use of the v10rd 0 upholder 0 or nupholster." This 

also applied to furnitur,2: hucksters who "hald up" their tmres 

for inspaotion Bhan selling at auction. 

l 

1l1oday t the corllf ort, beauty, and utility o:r upholstered 

objects i' or.rn. an Lntegral part of our every day lives. However, 

it is f.'.)und that there are few ;.Jchool shops in Oklahoma which 

acquaint tho student with tb1 2.rt or upholstering •••• a subject 

which has a general appeal to the student, offers useful con

sumer education, affords an excellent opportunity :Cor creative 

expression and "th3 satisfaction resulting f'rora the completion 

of projects \:vhi ch have a practical value. It is also to be 

noted that. the cost or oquipmont fo3Cessary for setting up an 

upholstery shop is lower than that of the majority of Indus

trial Arts subj3cts not; baing taught. {Refer to page 35 

for estimate of cost of setting up an upholstery shop) 

Upholstering has hereto:fore been considered too difficult 

for tho c.wmteur and the lack at tre.ined instructors and text

books see.ru.s to have rc~tarcled th-: 0:1ider teaching of this subject .. 



However, it is thought tho.t by using less difficult projects 

,, _ _,} to start with, students may gradually acquire a ltnQ'liledge or 
p~ocassea and skills ·which may ev13ntually allow th.em to complete 

more complicated problems. 

( I 
' ... / 

S~eeial Value.sand s2ecifio ObJectives of a Course in Furniture 
U~holsteri.qg · 

1~ Presents basic i1'.ldustrial knowledge or various tools, 
machinery• raw 1naterials, textiles, design p.rinciplias, and 
upholstering processes. 

2- variety of .materials availEible tor use affords a wide soope 
ror creative activity. 

3) An insight into the repair and maintenunce or upholstered 
ru.rniture provides a.n invaluable aid to the ind.i.vldual who 
performs home .m.eohanios. 

4. .,,\n appreciation for the craftsman and the art or upholster
ing is acquired from. oontaot vvith the actual processes 
entailed.in the creation of an upholstered project. 

;., The student is made mvare ot tl<:Jsirablo safety and accident 
precautionary measuces to be obs01·vad in thca school shop 
in connection with this activity., 

6. Provides useful consumer education. 

7. Establishes groundwork tor an avocational pursni t, v1hich 
may be eeono.:nically set up as a ho.rue work shop. 

8111 Practical use of lrnov1ledge gained from texts., lectures, 
and other int'orm.ational soureoa is mado thr::Jugh actual 
applio£tion on projects, theraby allovdng the student to 
ac,quira s:xperianc·~, skill, and a feeling of co.m.petenoy .• 

9,. Furnishes opportunity f'o:r.• development of interests and 
aptitudes i;,hich may culminate in a speci.fio vocational 
ehoieo in the upholstering or related industries. 

10. ..\oquaint.s the student with qualities of good ,,orkmanship 
through stress on careful anclysis, planning, and per
for!(l.enee of meohenioal tasks in order to achieve a 
desirable product. 



It is t.nougnt tliat students of' high school and college 

type. 

Prereguisites 

requisites for this course. 

Teaching .:Methocls 

Recosru:ue.noed method or teaching 1'urniture upholstering m.ay 

be divided into four parts: 

(a) Leeturas, de1110r1strotions, and group discussions. 

(b) Visual Aids. 

( e) Te:xtbooi~ assigLU11ents tvld. tests. 

( d) Student participation in. selecting, planning, 
analysing ~nd vwrking on project. 

Since the students "Will have, a wide chni,ce or types of 

_p.rojecrts t,o choose from, it ls suggest1:1d that time lie taken 

to discuBs the projects an which the studants ar,s encountering 

problem.s individual to a particulrn· prcjGct.. In this way, tho 

other students can vicariously gain experience in processes 

dealing with wing ti1,,pE.1d pillows, cushions, channel back 

ctuairs, etc. 

Beginning lt;;C'tUrfJS should deal th t~he principles of 

desli._~11 in nrder th.cit the student may ht1vc background i.nforro.a-

tion for salecting a proj,~ct. 

The use o.r visual aids is to be {mcouraged. Step-by-step 

3 
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charts containing .mounted samples of the different types of 

upholstery mat0rials, various stuffings, twines, tacks, v,oods, 

etc. , should p.rove he lpf'ul. 

The shop should be equi1)ped ·with catalogs on f'rmnes,. 

upholstering materials, und trimmings in order that the student 

filay have r,aadily accessible SH)u.rc~s for acquiring the necessary 

t1.atarials or diJ:n.0nsionb r·or frames. An attempt 5ho9.ld be made 

to .make arrange.men.ts with distributors to .have orclered materials 

deliverect in the shortest possible time. 

A field trip ·to factory producing upholstored furniture 

may be planned if feasible. 

Sum.mary Sheet for Courae in Ft.1rniture Upholstering 

This ewr,JJ:11ary shoet may. be usod as an individual progress 

chart on 1nhioh the records ot ~n individual may be recorded. 

It may also be used as a oheok list for the instructor to 

guide him in tho selection of teaching lassons. 

J.\ SUifu.'nHry o:f' Uni ts of Instruction in 
Furniture Upholstering 

Manipulative Units 

2. .ii'astening spriwgs to 
'lh'ebbing 

~~~~~---~~-

J .. Fastening springs to 
wood ---· 

'l1opics or: lnf'ormation 

1. Estimating and ri1:3asuring 
f.or umount oi' •_-:,·ebbing ·----

2. 1:<:inG.s of webbing ·------
J. Number ana. size of tacks to 

be used 
~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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A S urn.rn.ar y of 
(Continued) 

Instruction in Jurniture Upholatering 

Manioulat.ive Units .. 
4. Spring ty.i.ng and ·,tacking 

5. Kaking a vdre spring 
edge 

·~~~~~~~~~-----

6. Attaching burlap -----
roll on 

ci • Making an r.all on 
a :r· ound arm ---------

9. Making a stitch 
on ,?ire 

~~~~--~~~~~ 

10. l\1rakiw.7.,,· a square ede.e 
I,. .... \..,;• ------

11. Stuffing _proper 

12. Muslin cover 

13. 

16. 

-------

Covering t;hr1 plz.tf orn:.s 
and i'ront border -----

17.. Covering the inside of 
arms 

~~~~~~~~~ 

18 ._ Blind t,ackiI1f; -------
19. Covoring 

tf1 o az·rt1s 
ou.tsidt: of 

~~~~~~~~~ 

Topics o:f Information 

4. Kinds and sizes of springs 

5. Kinds of' tvdth.;; and }mots 
used in spring tying ----

6. :Kinds and ">'JEd.c;hts of burlap 

7. Us,;3 o.t the different uphol
stl:i1~int~ neadlcs -------

8. The d.if:t'arent tyJ)OS of 
stuffing materials -----

9. 

10. 

Dif'i'Grent orioes 1.'or the 
different t cs o:t' stu.ttings 
and cotton 

~~~~~--~~~--

Licking a pattarn layout_ 

11. Deterndning the grain of' 
t1:1e n1ate;rial 

~~~~~~-~-

l ''.) ..... Operation oz ;3ewine machine 

1). Kinds and sizes of welts 

lk. 

16,. 

Diff~n·ent ty_pss 
story coverings 

The use of dm·m 
eu.shiDns 

u_phol-

-------
~~~~~~~~~----



.i~ Sur11uary of' Uni ts o:t Instruction in Fu:cni tur0 Uphols toring 
{Continued) 

Llanipulative Units Topics of Ini'ormation 

20. an innersprine 18. 
cushion 

~~~~~~~~~~ 

21. Usin~ the toot power 19. 
cushion tiller -----

uphol-
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storing. 'J:hose listed low were chosen because it is balieved 

that they most suit the needs for a course in furnitu£e uphol-

ring to be offered on th,z:; hic;h school and college level. 

( 1) Bast, Herbert, H0v1 Essentials o:f' Upholster7 2 The 
Bruce PubliL1nng Co:npany, ~'1ilvmulrne, V:1.sconsin, 
1946, JOl • 

(2) S0ag2r, Charli:38 W., Upholstered Furnitu.r·o 1 The Br~c(~ 
} 1ublishlng co.::i._psny > :dlvmukee, '.Jiscon;:-;,in, 19J6, 
181 

( 3) VJright, 1:?lo:i:-ence E .. , Be Your Own U12twlsteret.t. N0w 
York st~rte Colletz:e of llon~t;; ::c::momlcs at Cornell 
University, Ithaca, .t:lew York, 1941;., 74 pages. 

Some of the bool-::s listed below, although not wri t·tBn com-

pletely on the subject ot upholstering, do cor1tain valuable 

rofert:nca natorial in their chapters on upholstorin:; and. re ... 

lated topics. 

1. Agan, •ressie, 'n.~e Honse I J. B.. Lippincot; t Co111pany, 
'Ne-.1 Yorl:c, 1939, 622 pages. 

2. Baxtor, r::. .Ci .• and Lackey, I'. G., VJood\i'iiOrking Projects & 
Upholst0ry t. D. Van Nost.rand Company, Inc. , New York, 
1928, 251 pages. 



~-.~~ -------

J. Dane, M. i Home Upholste17, Sir Isaac Pitman & Sons, Ltd., 
London and New Yor.iI, 1929, 97 pag;es. 

4. Hardy, K., Beauty ·Treatment f'or the Home, .f?unk & Wagnalls 
Company, :New Yorlt and London, 19Li-5, 198 pages. 
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5. Johnson, E. A., Furniture Uoholstor for Schools The Manual 
Arts Presa, Peoria, Illinois, 1919, o pages. 

6. Knauf'f, Carl, Refurbishing the Home 2 Whittlesly House, 
McGraw Hill Book Company, Inc., New York, 1939, .300 
pages. 

7. yer, E. B .. , Dec;r;:..'c:lt;ine Livable Homc~s 2 Prentice Hall, Inc., 
New York, 1938, 440 pages. 

8. Pope, B. R., Upholsterin8 Ho.me iurniture, The Manual 1'1rts 
· Pr0ss, Peoria, Illinois, 1948. 

9. Spears, R. VJ., I'fake and Romodel Home ~"'urnishings, M:. 
Barrows & Com.gany, inc., Ne1;v York, 1944, 192 pages. 

10. s·tephenson, J. w., Modern .B'urniture Upholstering, Clifford 
&. Lawton, Hffw York~, 192), 243 pages. 

11. Stephenson, J. w., Practical Upholstering, Clifford & 
Lav,1ton, New York, 1937, 276 pages. 

12. Yates, R. F. How to Restore :11-.urniture,z. ',Vilfred Funk, Inc. 
New York, 1948, 203 pages. 

A List of Related Bulletins for a Course in Uoholstering or 
Re-upholsterin& 

The bulletins listed below can be obtained free or nearly 

free on writing to the various extension services. 

1. Collins & Aiku1an Corporation, Handbook on the Care and 
Cleaning of Automobile and .tl'urniture U holstar 
ollins &, Aikman corporation, 200 E&d son Avenue, 

.NeviJ York City. 

2. Collins & Ailnuan Corporation, Upholstery Fabrics, Collins 
&. Aikman Corpora ti on, 200 Madison 1wonue, lfew York 
City, 1937, 19 page~. 

J. Cornell Unj,v,.:n·si ty ;~xtcnsion E;ervice, Cbne f-3eats for Chairs, 
B_ulletin No. 681 2 Cnrnell Uni ve1~si ty, Ithaca, New York, 
1 01. 5 7 ·,-"r'''S 7--+ ... , .f..Ju,e;-,~~hc • 



6. 

7. 

8. 

Cornell University ~;;;;:tension Service, Homrnnade and Re-
1110delea Furniture Bull,stin no. 51 Corne 11 University, 

thaca, New York, 19J , 31 pages. 

Cornell University Jxtension Service, How to Glue £,'urniture, 
:Bulletin ~~o. 684, Cornell University, Ithaca, New York, 
1945, 5 pages. 

Cornell University 1:';xtension Servi co, Ret'inisl""i1n,:;;· Old 
l!"'urn1turt3 1 Bulletin No. 225 1 Cornell Unlv,,H"s~ty, Ithaca, 
Ne\V York, 1934, 30 pages. 

Cornell Univers.ity :.:;xtension Servic0, Splint Seats for 
Cht1irs, Bullet1n No. 682, Cornell University, Ithaca, 
J:f,ali~ York, 1945, 7 pages. 

Househ~lcl 2:J>inance Corpora,tion Department of Research, 
Better Bu, mans.hi, - Use f,md Curo - i'turni tura House-
hold F nance Corporat on, 919 North tlich gan Avanue, 
Chicc_go, Illinois, 1939, 40 pages. 

Iowa State Coll~ge J~xt.ension, Servic:;;, . Ch&ir Caning, Iowa 
State Coll,3ge of Agriculture and 11"echanic k.rts, 1\mes, 
Iowa, 1939, 8 pages. 

10. Iovrn, State College ltxtension Service, Refinish.in.g and Care 
of ~"urniture 2 Iowa Sta.te College of Agriculture and 
i'iiechan!c Arts, 1w1es, Im·•a, 1944, 8 pages. 

11. 

l''.} -· 
lJ. 

14. 

L.ouisiana Stata UniV'l)rsi ty and t,gricultural and r::echanical 
Collego 2!xtension Service, ,,:'i. Studio Couch Made at 
Hom..:,, Circula.£' No. 186 2 Louisiana State University and 
Agricultural and Mechanical Gollego, Baton rtouge, 
L~uisiana, 19)9, 3 pages. 

Ohio State University :ix tension Service, Ref ir1ishin~:i: turni
ture at Eoi111sf hull~tin No. 198, Ohio btat,3 University, 
Coluin.bus, Oh o, 1943, 31 pages. 

Oklal10.ma., I,gricultural and I,1:oo.hanical Collet;0 :Zxtension 
Service, Ttefinishin,r,• FurnituI'8 Circulf.1r .265 Oklahoma 
2,gri cultural and chan cal ColL3ge, S tillv;a ter, 
Oklahoma, 30 pages. 

Oklahoma Agr:i cultural and !J;aaharlioal Colleg<.3 ::;:x.tension 
Service, Re-u~holstoring at Home Circular 386 
Oklahoma Ae,,ricu tura ana r.'i:ec ~anical Co li::,ge, ;';:;tilh1ate:r, 
Oklabo.m.a, ll pages .. 

15. South Dakota State College and U. S. Departmer.rt of Agri
culture Cooperative Extension S,arvices, ?urniture Care 
and R~~conditioning, SDES-HriTC-199., South DaJ;:ota State 

( 1 Colleg<B, Hr:)oking~,, South Dal~ota, 32 pages. 
', _ _/ 
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16. U. s. Department of "",.grioulture, Slip Covers tor Parniture, 
farmers Bulletin 187,; 1 U. s. Department of .. <lgrieulture, 

. ) Washington, D .. c • ., 1941, 26 pages. 

( . 
' _ _,/ 

Mae;azin~s_for Reference Use in~ Course in Furniture Upholstering 

1 .. 

2. 

J. 

De artment 11:a""azine Hall. Publiehing 
ork City-, issued 

Deltagram 1 .Delta Manuf'aoturing Divis~on, Rockwell Manu• 
faoturing Company, 600-634 Bast Vienna Avenue, 
Mibwaukee, Wiscon.sin 1 six issues per year, ~0.75 .. 

ilurni ture t~unu:raeturer I Vincent I~dwards. Publishing, Inc., 
342 I~adiso..n liVenua ... New York City. issued monthly, 
Mo " ~2.00 per year. 

Industrial Arts and Vocational ~duc;:;.tion, The Bruce 
Publishing Company, 540 North n.aiwaukee Street, 
lr'J.lvJauk.ee, Wiseon.sln, issued monthly., @J.00 per year .. 

Industrial Finishing:• Practical Publications, Inc., 
· 1142 West Meridian Street,. Indianapolis, Indiana, 

issued monthly, $2.00 per year. 

6. U:pholsterifW• Hall Publishing Coi.u.pany, 34 North Crystal 
St1•eet, 1~.ast Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania, issued monthly, 
$J.OO per year. 

~he Coarse or Study Outline 

In the following outline the columns at the right are 

numbered to correspond to the numbers shown in the following 

list o.f textbook.a. 

1. Bast, Herbert· ... New rnssentials or Upht.>ls.terz. 

2. Seager, Charles w. - U,12.holstered Furniture 

J. V!right, 1r1orenc.e 2::. - Ba Your Own U,eholsteror 
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The CCHJ.rso OutlinG tor furniture Upholstering 

• l • 2 • 3 • • .. . . . 
Instructional Units . Bast : Seafie:l:: \irl.t;".ht: .. 

;' I 

• . ·• . . . • . 
1. llfehbi~ .. 221 . 8 • . • • . . . . . . . • 

A. The .location o:r webbin/;l' . g .. 9 18 u . . . . . . . . 
B .. Determln-9 the amount of webbing .. 9 . . • 

·• . . . . . 
c. Stretching and tacking . 10 . . 19 .. • " . . . ,.. 
D. Webbing stretcher . 2 . j . 9 . . . • • ~ . 

• 
2. Sp1·in[i.n£::i Up .. 282 . . : • • • . . . . .. . 

A .. !lumber and si:;;;e of springs . 14 . . . • . • . 
* . : . . " • 

B. Plaoine and fastening springs . . . . .• . . . 
to webbing 15 26 • 21 . ~ . .. . . . . • • . 

c. Fastening springs to tWOd . 17 21 . 22 . . 
: . • .. .. • . 

D. Tying .. . . . • . .. . . . . .. . • 
( 1) 1!'"tiines . 289 ! . . . ,, . 
(2) 0 prin·~ knot . 29 . 24 ...., b . . . . . • 
(3) Tying to heigllt . 19 . Jl . 2J . . • ·• " . . . . 
(4) Tacldng . twi.n0 to . . s_pr1.ng .. . 

.rra.nia . 20 . 25 . • . . . • • • 
( 5) cross tying 2.3 .. 30 21 . . . . . . • 
(6) Diagonal tylnc . 26 30 21 . . .. 

"' • . .. . • 
( 7} Return tying . 25 . 40 29 . .. . . . .. . . . . ,. 

J .. Snrlnf; i~dse Makin~ . . . . • • . . . . . . 
J.,,,. Bending wire ane springs : 27 . 38 30 . 

~ . . •. . . . . • B. Attaohing to springs . 30 . 39 . 23 . .. . . • . . .. . 
4. Attaehine; Burla.2 . . . . . • . . •. . . • • . . . 

J.i. Ralated intorr.1a tion 22J • .• 
"' .. .. • . . 

B. Cutting, attaching to frame • JO . 40 •. 32 • • ·• . . 
•· . . . . . • . . 
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. 1 • 2 . 3 . . • 
I, ) Instructional Units . Bast • so~e;"'r · '¥riqh t · ~ . • ._.., v· . • ·•• ~ . • . : . 

·• . 
o. Sewing to springs . 31 • 107 32 . . 

• . 
• • 

5. ,..~ Roll . . bG~e . . I . :) . . . . 
A,,. Uoll on vvood 32 160 46 .. 

• . . . . . . 
B. Cord roll . . 13 . . ,. . . . . 

~ . 
c. tloll edg0 on a round arm. . 36 . 47 .. . • . . .. . . . ,. . • • 
D. Stito.ned edge .. 3g • 42 . 36 . . . .. •· .. . . . . . 
':1_::J Stitched edge on Y\lire 40 . 43 . 39 . ra. . . • . . . .. . . 
F. t1ood roll . 12 . . . . . . •. . . 
G. Br.idled edge .. •· 12 . . . . . . . . 
:a. Square edge . 145 : . . . • . .. 

6 .. Stutfi!h~ • 8 . . . . ·• . • .. . 
-f\; F1re,paring stuffing 44 16 . . kl. . . 

',_,/ 
. . . . 

13. Hair pickers . 4 : " .. • . . . . 
• .. . • o .• Excelsior or wood wool 253 . . . . 

D ... Sea grass . 254 . . . 
• . . . 

·• . . . • . 
E .• Coconut f'iber .. 256 . . • . . . • . . 
F. l 10VJ . 257 6 . .. . . . . • • . 
G. Sisal . 258 ~ . . . .. . . . . . .. . 
H .• Moss . 263 . 6 . . • ·• . . 
I. Curled hair 266 • 5 . . . ~ . 

• . •. . 
·• . • . 

J. Kapok . 270 . . • . . . . 
~ . . . 

1{. Down and faat1lers . 274 6 . .. . 
" . . . . . 

L .. Ango.1·a goat hair . 276 . . • . . . • • . . . . 
M. Sewing down . 44 . 35 ·• . .. . ., . . . • . . * . . 
N .. Top stuf'f'ing . . 42 . 49 I . . . 

,/ . . . . . . . . 
o ... Cotton ·• 251 . e . . . . 
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. 1 . . J • . • . . 
Instructional Units . Br;:st :Sea~er:Writ~t: . 

; • • . 
228 

. 
6 

. ,. 
7. :Muslin Cover . . . . •· . . . . . 

A .. .Measuring and cut.ting 
. . 17 . . . .. . . . • . . 

B. .. Tacking 
.. 

45 18 37 
. . • . . . . 

s. fidjusting StuffinP 
. . 

•· .. . o,,i . . . . 
A. Use ot regulator 

. 
6 42 

. . . . . . . 
B$. Stui"fing. iron . 

.3 
. . . . . • . .. . 

9. traking Squar0 :'ido,~ 
. .. 

a .:.t tj-lV . . . . 
• Stitching to bold 

. 
34 36 

. 
.l,L • square . . . . 

• 
10. cav,1int:? Machine • 7 2 Ii:» . ... ·,;]; • . . . . . . . 

ii. i1Iaking f.rench 
. 

48 li,9 
. 

a seam . 
• . .• . 

B .. Welt foot • 7 
. . . .. . . 

o. Sewing VJol t in.to . 
4,8 49 

.. 
59 a seam ·• . .. .. . 

11. Uphols ·ter ing Covers 45 
.. 

46 
. 

: . . . . . 
A. S,:,3l0ctio.n . 

ii,6 11 . • • . . 
{l) Cordoroy . 

2JO . . . • . 
{2) Grr;tonne and chiiltZ 231 

. 
51 . • . . . • . • . 

(J) Rep . 
233 • . . . . ·• • . ·• . . . 

(4) Hair cloth . 
2JI+ 

. 
• • . . 

( 5) Dam.ask and brocatelle •· 2)5 51 
. .. . . •· . . . ~ . . . . 

( 6) Tap~stry . 
237 

. . . . . 
• •. . 

~ . 
(7} Velvet velour 239 51 

. . or . . . . • . 
: . •. 

(8) Mohair 242 51 . . . ·• . . . . 
(9) Leathe..r 

. 
21+5 • 52 • . . . . • . . 

B., Making layout _pat torn 
. 

4,6 133,: 12 a or . . . 150: . 
• . 
• .. . . 
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l 2 • J . 
• • 

I ,._.) In.struetional Units ,. Bast : Seaser:V?right: . 
. . . 
'" . .. 

c .. Use Of chi3aper ma'terlals . . .. . . • •;;where they do not show . 46 . 47 . . • . . . . . 
Centering 

. . . ~ 

D. OOV¥Jr patterns, . . . . • . 
checking place.raent and . . . . . . 
grain or .material . 47 . . . . . . 

12 •. 
. • • Putt inf'. on the Cov,sr • .• . . 
• • . • . . . .. 

Cutting fit • 50 
•. • .. 

A to corners . . 51 . 53 . ";~· • • . . . ~ 

B. :M.aking pleats,, catting 
.. . 

a.way . . . . • . . . 
surplus material, and sewing . . . . 
the pleats at corners . • 4 . .38 ~ . • . • . 

1). Cover ins Platf orras 
. 

the and ?.rout : . 
Borders • 

* . : • . . 
Sewing platform to 

. 
.A.. cover seat . 105 . .. 42 . . . •· . 

" . . 
B. Sewing platform the 

. • . 
cover to . : : • .front . 105 . . . 

• . • . 
A 

c. Se11iing the border 106 45 
. 

·. ·,_j upper . . . •· .. •· . . . 
D. Ta eking the border • " • u.:/per . . • 

to the tront 106 
. . . 

* . 
• .. . . . . 

Ji: .• Blind tack:inr5 lower border ·• 106 
. ., .. 

t.he '• .. . . . • . . . . 
F •. Tacking 

. . 
tJa.e lo~,1er border . '~ •· 

to the bottom. 118 
. . • . • . . . . 

• .. . 
14. Covering the 

. . " Arms . . 54 • .. . . . . 
Covering the inside 

. .• ,. . 
Jl .• Of a . . .. . 

round arm . 99 . 76 . . . . . . . : 
( 1) 

. . . 
Draw stitching and . 
tacking 101 

. 
164 . . . . 

B. Cove.ring the out.side or the . . . . . .. ., . 
am . . . . • . • • . . . 
{ 1) Blind tacking 

. .. • . 91 . .54 . . . .. . 
c. Covering and attaching 

. • "' a . . : . 
wood panel 

. 
83 

.. 
61 • . . ., . .. . . . . 

(1 } Covering 
. 

84 
., • . . • . 

• . • * 
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. 1 . 2 . 3 . . . . • 
InstructionaJ. Units Bast :Sea~er:Wri~ht: 

. . • . . • 
(2} Attaching welt . 81., . 59 • • . . . . 
( 3 ) tiailin.g in " 85 

. . . 
place •· : . . . 

tiaking 
'.• 

86 • D. a stuffed panel . . : . . . . . . 
button 't'~ T,kaking fl covered 103 ... 4. . . . . . . 

15. Ccnrcrlng the Inside Back . . .. . . . . . . . . 
• 164 

.. 
A. Layout . • . . . . . . 

166 B. iYitting the baek 53 . 
16. Cov1~ring 

. 
ti''"' Outside Back . . . . . J;,t.'-<.,.# . , . . . . . . . .. 

i\. Blind tac.king 90 . • . . . • Sewing 'P the sides : 54 . ,..;,). . 
: .. 

• c. v;olt. tacking and sowing . 92 . 60 . . . . . . . 
17. Use O'" . .!. MetEillne 287 liJuils . : • 

"' ; . 
61 4ti. ~·.r·ont ar1.1 p.anal SB . . . : . 

B. Outside arm. 94 . . 
• . c. Spacing ; 94 . . 

18. Gimping 290 . • . . . . . 
286 • 

f GLnp taci,cs i'>• . . . . 
96 B. 111 t@red corners: . 55 . 

~ . . . . .: . . • c. Gimping round pieces 98 . 55 . . " . . . . . * 19. 1'I' irti,,"Jli nr1, . . . . . . 
A .. Making a shirr1::d skirt .. 110 . ! . . 

: . 
) • (1 CovrJring \Vith welt or : . : . 

brush edging . 111 ; . . . •· . . . . . . . . . 
B. :Making and a:1plying a box ·• . .. ·: .. . . 

pleated skirt . 112 . 5 • . . . . . . • . .. 
"'- .. /' 
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• I • 2 • J .. 
'* . • • 

'"\ ___ ) Instructional Units • Bast :Seaeaer:'i<'tri~t: •· 
• ·• • •· .. • • ·• 

20. Tufting . •· • • " " • .. • • .. . . .. 
,..\. Laying out for tho buttons .. 70 • . • . .. • . . • . . ... . . . 
B. Fa.stening button.a . 72 •· . • . . •· . . . ·• • • . . . 
o. Buttoning • . 61 . . . . . • .. • : .. ,. 

21. Pi£intt or Flu tin~ . .. . . 
" • .. . •. .. • . 
• . • . 

A ... Laying out . 74 .. :; . . . . . ,. .. • • . 
B. Measuring, cutting, and . • .. . • • • . 

saviing . 75 . • . . . .. . .. 
• . . • .. . c. Stuffing the pipes und .. . . • ... . " • 

serwing 76 . . . . .. . . . . . . • . • 
D. Finishing the top of pipe$ 76 . . . . • . . . . . • . . 

22. cuah.io.ns • . .. . . . . .. .. • . • 
A. :Making and !"'illing a dovm . • " . 

(_,1 
.. .• • • .filled cushion · .. 274 'I/ 6 • 67 " • " .. . . . .. ,. .. • 

(l) Itak:ing the three section .. .. • . ., .. 
inside cover . 80 . 65 6S • . • . . . .. . . . . • .. 

( 2) Filling the cushions • 81 . 69 • _,( . • . . . . . 
/ ~ . • .. 

B. Making a cushion without • . . l r'/. .. ~ .. 'i' springs ·• • 57 . . • . .. • 
•· . • • • " (l) Ma.king a o.ush1on pattern : ,.. 58 • . ' • . .. / ,. . . .. / . • .. • 

(2) Filling the inner casing . • 56 " •. / . • • . .. •· . . • .. .. . 
(3) Stitching the ·cushion .. • 58 • . • . • • . . . I' • • . 
(4) Putting the outer cover on .. 59 . .. ... " • . .. •· .• .. . . .. 
(5) Buttoning • • 60 ·• . 

• " ·• . .. 
.. . . . . • • • o. :Making an lnner-sr,:ring ou.shion " .. • . .. ~ ·• " • • . • • .. " " (1) Making a pattern . 56 . 58 . • • " • • . .. . . .. . .. . . 

(~ 



\ / 

Ins tructional,_U~YL!s 

(2) Sewing of one side of 
bottom cover, leaving 
three sides u.nsew.n to 
allow for insertion of 
stui'.f'ing 

( 3) Iviaking and sewing the 
spring sacks 

( 4) Sev1ing the three sidos 
by hand 

D. lilling cushions with .hand 
irons 

(1) 1illing the irons and 
compressing 

{2) Removing the irons 

(3) Sewing 

(4) Uses of re~ulator 

E. ?illing cushions with a 
cushion filling machine 

(1) Filling the box with 
cotton and springs 

( 2) Compressing the bo:x 

(J) Pressing the foot lever 

(4) Sewing and adjlrnting the 
cotton with the regula
tor and by beating 

. . 

. . 

16 

l : 2 : 3 
Best :Seager:W~;_ 

60 

285 

59 

62 

63 

65 

64 

2 

66 

67 

69 

69 

6 

63 

63 

64 

4 

. . 

. 

. . 

62 

63 

66 
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Furniture Uphol,ste:ring Project.s 

Six sample proj@cts .have bE.ien selected .tor use i11 a 

.student's first project be or th.e s:Lm:pler type in order tnat 

be em.ployed ... 

Project no. I is a f'ootstool or padch~d bench, considered. 

the simplest type of upholstering .Project and consists .mainly 

oi' the t,sohniques of padding and covering. 

Project • III is a sag-seat cbair whi. ch iwn~eeses in 

\ _ _,.; t it has a o),: and seat with a webbing base 

to be upholstered. 

quires thG lcmrning of th.,.; application of springs • 

. A chair with :2Jprincs in the .seat and back, Project lio. V, 

is a more advanced pro jeet in spring chai:t' s. 

f"rojeet No. VI, an overstuf'i"ed chair or eouch with 

inner-spring cushion, requires knowledge of nearly all basic 

techniques and includes the Iirooesses entailed in the con-

strt1ction of a loose pillow .. 
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'I '_) . 1 . 2 } . . . . 
The Six Sam2le Projeot.s East "' . .,, . ht :beai3er: wrl.f!.1 . : . . • . . . . 
PROJ.:~CT IiO. I . . . . . . . . 

• • 
Footstool or Padded Bene~ • 117 . 71 + . . . 
{~"lgure 1, page 27) . . . . .. 

• . . . . • 
r· Use of upholsterer's hammer . 2 3 • . 

~"l,· '" . . . . . . . . . . 
B. S.iz.es and kinds ~~P v ... tacks ;286 7 7 . . . . 
c. Use of u.pholster,EJr I s need.lea . 3 3 . 9 . . . . . . . . 
D .. 1i~~11~int:· the roll ad.go .. . . 

:if.ll;~ j.. ·t,:: • . . . 
1 .. :racking roll sdge . 120 • 46 . . . • . . 
2. Stu.f'fing and tacking 122 47 . •. * . . • 
J. Cord roll . . 13 . •. . . . . 

E. Sepetrating and placing the stuffing . 44 16 8 . . ; .. 
'Ii' Tacking the muslin 125 88 . 71 ~ -• . I / / . . 
G. Tacking th€.:/ COVI:)I' to bottom o.f : . . 

frame 1 r,r,: . 21 . 71 ,(.:, . . . . . . 
H. Regulator 2 . 10 . . . . . . " I. Tr hwi.ng with gi!lil) or fringe, .• . . 

with brass or m.eteline nails 125 . 45 . . . . . . . . . . .• - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ..... - - -: • . 
PROJ]sCT NO. II ·:, 

• . 
l:L holsterin ·'.I' an VD'"Il s true tu re . •. 'V • . .. 

Cheir Seat . . . . 
~ .. 

JJ,, •. Webbing 222 
.,. 

8 " 0 . • . . . . . ... .. . . 
1. lt~easuring . 9 9 . . . • .. . . 

~ . 
2. 1Nebbing location . 8 10 18 . . . . •· ,; 

~ .. . 
J. Webbing stretching • 13 9 .. 19 . . .. •· . . . . 
4. Ta eking . 13 10 18 . .. . . . . . ,· B. Burlap . 223 11 8 . I . .. 

I . ,) . . . . 
1. Tac.king 128 . 11 . 32 . .. 



19 

1 : 2 . J • . . 
•· Bast :Sea~er:Wri~1t: . 
. . . . . . 

c. Stuffing and muslin cover 17 . . . . 
1. Muslin cover 44 18 58 

.. . . . 
D. Covering •· . . . 

1. Planning and cutting . 128 : . . . . ! • 
E. Cambric 128 11 . ,. . . . . . . - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - -. . . . . • 
PROJECT NO. III . .. . . . ·• .• . 
UQholsterinG a Sa~-Seat Chair . 190 91 . .• . : . (Figure 2, page 2) . . . . ·• . . 
A. Webbing . • . . . . 

1. Webbing plan i'Or seat 193 95 . . 
•· . . . 

2. Webbing plan for baek 191 . 96 15 . 
B. Burlap . . . . . . . . 

1. Tacking on back and seat 192 96 . 32 . 
c. Edge Roll . 46 . . • . . 

1.i Front roll 97 

2. Side rolls 192 . .: • 
D. Stuffing . 191 98 8 . . . 
E .• Muslin Cover 192 . 98 . 58 •· . . . . . . . 

1. Ssuting to receive buttons 193 97 . . . ·• . . 
2. Placing cotton in the under- . . 

neath stitch 193 . . . . . ·• 
). Tacking muslin cover 193 98 . .. . . . . 

F. Procedure :f o.r plain back 52 

1. Webbing 196 99 . . . 
• . • 

2. Burlap . 196 ; 99 . . . 
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, 

\ _) l . 2 . . 
• • . . Bast :Seager:VJrie;ht: . . . . . • • . . . 

3 Stuffing ana. 196 100 50 • cover .. . . . • . . .. . • • . 
•· •· . . 

G. ccrvering •· + • . 
• . .. • 
• . . . 
• . • . . 

1. C,utting and tacld.o.g .. 50 100 . • ,. ,. • . . . . . . . • 
H. Gimping or meta line nails . 95 •· 101 . . .. • . . . . . . . . . • 
I. Dust cloth or cambric 229 61 ~ 

"' . . . • -- - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - .,!.. - - - . - - - .!;. --· -. "' .. • . .. ·• . • 
PROJE.CT !iO. IV . . .. • • . • .. . . . . . . .. .. 
A Chair with $;Qr ins; Seat ond . . . . •· . 
Covered .Ar.ms ·--md Back .. ., . . .. • 

Spr1ns Rooker ~ .. 15 . . . . 
His;b.•lei O.halr •· 201 . . • • . .. . 
BoudoI:r Chair • 155 124 . . 

• . .,_ 

(Figure 3, page 29 ) . : .. . . . . . • . . • • 
A. Webbing • 8 . . 104 ·• 8 . ·• . . • . • . 

,- .. . . 
l's _,) l. Fastening springs to webbing . 15 . 32 . 21 • .. .. . " . . . • 

2. Fastening springs to wood 17 . 27 . 22 : . . 
• . . . . ,. 

B .• Springs • . . . . .. . . . . • • .. . 
1. Sizes and kinds of springs and • . . ., 

" . 
spring units .. 282 •· 23 • . . • .. . .. . . .. •· . 

c. Tying Springs . • . . .. • • . . ·• . . . . 
" . • . 

1. Spring twine • 289 . 24 . • •· • . . . . . • 
2. Spring tying knot . . 29 . 21+ . • .. . . . . . " . . . • 
3. Tying to height 19 40 .. 23 . . .. ,. . .. ·• ·• • • .. 
4. Tacking springs to the f'rame . 20 • Jl . 25 . . . .. , . .. . . . . ... .. .,. • 
5. Return tie . 25 ,. 31 . 29 . 

• , . • .. 
• . . . . . .. . 

6. Cross tying .. 23 .. . 21 . . • . . . .. . . .. • 
7 .. Diagonal tying .. 26 . )O - 21 . . .,, • . . . : • • 

I D. Attaching Burlap 223 . . .. • \. _j 
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. • l 2 . . J 
·: Bast :Seaaer: Viright: . . . . 

1. Cutting, attaching to fra11e • . . . . . . . 
and sprines . 30 . 40 32 . . 

" . . ., • . . 
1Ja}(.J.ng an Roll in li~ront . 40 130 . 36 . • . . . . . . . 

If\~ Covering the 1:.rms . 20.5 ! 129 . 54 . . . . . . . . . 
1 .. Small edge roll . J6 . 46 ~ . • . . . . . • . 
2. St Ut't"'ing . 1+4 41 8 . . . . . . . . . . . 
J. Muslin covering, cutting : . . 

:for er.ms 132 . 53 . . • • . 
o. liaking a Cutting Layout 133 .. . . . . .. .. • 
B. ~--it ting tl1e Cover 49 134 . .. . . . . . . 

1. Cutting COV,o.r to fit corners . . • • 
and m.aking pleats . 50 . 53 . . • .. . . ~ . . • • • 

!..., Covering the Outside of the Jtrms 1 . . a.nu: . • 
Back .. . . 54 . .. .. . • . . ~ . . . 
1. Blind tacking at the top . 90 . 132 . . . . . • 
2. Sev1ing the aides; of fram,as bl inch .. . 

tacked a.t th;;) top . . 54 60 . . . . . . . . - - - - - - - - - -- - . - . - . ....;• . . . . . .. .. • 
PUOJ"i~OT NO. V . : • • . 

• • . . . 
A Chair \Jith Springs 1n the Soat .. : . " ·" .. . ·, 
and Baok ... .. . . • . . • . 

},!orris Ohair ,f. . 15 . . 
1-llla tf' orm Hoel:er . . .. . .-. . . • 
Cot;s\~011 Cha Ir . 138 . . . . " 
M.od.er.11 Arm.less Chair .. . . . .. . "' ,0 

t l.rigllre 4, page 30 ) . • . . . " . . • . . . • .. 
A. ez7ebbing •· 8 . 10 . 8 . . . . . . . 

1. Fastening springs to ,.-vebbing . 15 . 32 . 21 . • . .. . . . . . .. . 
z .. .Fastening s11~eir1gs to wood . 17 . 27 . 22 . . . . • . . 

B. Springs . . • • • . . . . .. . . .. . . . . 
1, .. Sizes and kintis of springs . . • . . . 

and spring units . 282. , . 2; . . • " 

21 
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c. Tying Springs 

l. Spring twine 

2. Spring tying .knot 

3. Tying to height 

4. Tacking springs to the frarn.e 

5. Return tie 

6. Cross tying 

?. Diagonal tying 

D. Attaching Burlap 

1. Cutting, attaching to frame 
and springs 

E. Making gdge Roll 

1. Covering the Ar.Ins 

1. Small edge roll 

Ct. Sttl.ffing 

H. Covering the Seat and Back 
with !l;uslin 

I. Final Covering 

l.. Making a cutting layout 
and cutting 

2. 1-1aoh1ne settring of covering 

(a). French seam and sewing 
a welt into a seam 

J. ?utting on. oover 

(a) Cutting covers to fit 
corners and ma.king pleats 

t b) Cove.ring the. arms 

22 

l : 2 : 3 : 
: Bast :fieager:Wrieht: . 
·-. • 
"' • 

... .. .. 
• . . 

. . 

. . . 

: 289: 24: 
• .. 

. 
"' . 
• . .. . • . . 
• .. . . . . .. • .. ... . 
" .. . . • . .. . . .. 
'* 
" • .. . .. 
• . • . ·• 
" . . • . .. 
• .. .. .. 
•· • . ... . 
• . . 
• . . .. . .. . .. . 
"' .. • 
* ... 
... . 
• • . 
• 

• • . • . • 
19: . • 
20: 

•• 
25: 

·• .. 
23: 

• • 
26: .. • 

223: . 
• 

. .. 
29: . • 
40: 

• .• 
31; 

: 
Jl: .. • .. 

• . 
• 

30 : 
• .. . . . 
• 

• • . .. 
JO: 40: .. . • • 
40 : 144 : . . 

205: . .. 
35 : 

·.. 
.. . 

. . 
148: . • . .. 

• ... 

• • .. .. . ... . .. 
44: 147: 

-~.. 
• • .. . 
-• • 

45: 
• .. 

47 : .. ·• . .. 
48: 

·• 
49: . . 

• .. 
50: 

• .. 

• • . • . . 
" • 

150 : 
• -• 

48: .. .. 
• 
" 49: 
" .. 

150 .: . .. 
• ,.. 

51: . . 
: 148 : 

. . 
•· 
" ·.. .. .. 

24 " .. . 
• .. 

23: 
• .. 

25: . .. 
29: .. .. 
21: .. .. 
21: 

.. -• 
• .. 
• . . 

J2: 
: 

36 : 

54: 
• • 

46 : 

8 : 
,. 
• .. 
• 

55: .. -• . 
• 

• • 
• • 
• .. .. • 
• • 
• . 

59: 
... .. 
• "· 

·• 
53: 

" • 
54: 



4:., Covel"ing outside of arms and 
outar baok of ob.air 

(a} Blind tacking 

(b) Sewing outside arms and 
outer back 

{c) Using meta.line nails 

J. Making a Cushion tor an Over
stutf'ed Chair 

l. Filling cushion by hand 

2 •. Filling cushion ·.vi th hand 
1.ron 

J., Filling cushion with machine 

K. Applying Cambric Dust Cloth 

2J 

• l ·• 2 • "l"' ·• • . .... J • 

• Ba""t • .::ee.9'.L'>r•Wri"l'}:t• • fl.1 • W ·)tr( V • "· g~ • 

• • 
·•· .. 
• . . 
• . . .. • . 
• . • . 
" . . . 
• . 
' • 
" . .. 
" •· .. 
• 

• .. 
• ·• 
• . 
• 
" 

. . 
• . 
.. . 

90 : 
•· • .. . 

93: .• . 
94. : . . .. • 
55: 

• ·• 
58 .! .. . . .. 
62: . . 
66: . . 

228 : 

. .. .. 
• 

5J; 

54: 
• .. 
• • 

54: 

78: 
'" • 
• . 

57 t . . 
6J: . • 

64: 
• . . • 
• . 

6 : 

• . . 
• .. 
• • 
• . 
·• .. .. 
* .. . 
. . 
•· . • 

. . 
62: 

63: . 
• . . 
• • 
• ,. . . 
• .. 
• .. . . . .. . . . . ......,..._. ________ , ________ ~ ........ - _____ ....._ __ ..,..._ 

An Overstuf:f ad Chair 01· Couch 
Chair 
CouoE. 
[Figure 5, page 31) 

A. Webbing 

1. cV~astening spring to webbing 

2. i'astaning springs to v:ood 

B.. Spring 

1. Sizes and kinds of spi'ings 
and spring units 

c. Bending and Fastening Wire Edge 

D. Tying Springs 

1. Spring twine 

2 .. Spring tying knot 
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J. Tying to height 

4. Tacking spi•ings to the frame 

5. Return tie 

6. Cross tying 

7., Diagonal tying 

]):. Attaching Burlap 

1~ Cutting, atta.ehing to rrame 
and .springs 

F .. Making an .Bdge Roll or Stitched 
Et!.ge 

G. Padding the Arms and .Baok 

l. small edgd roll 

a. stuffing 

I. Muslin Covering 

1. Final Covering 

1. Making a cutting layout and 
cutting 

2. ?.iaohine sewing or oover.1.ng 

(a) French seam.a and $eva1ng 
a welt into a seam 

J.. Upholstering, pl.at.forms and 
front bol'"ders 

'- C ""V o..ring a· r."" "". ..... .., "" - Mi,.Q 

(a) covering inside or round 
.arm 

(b) Blind tacking and stitch
ing outside arm 

( c.) COVflring and attaching 
loose panels 
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I ' \ 
\, ... ,/ .. l . 2 3 . 

" ·• • 
Bast :Sea~er Wri~ht: 

t . " •. 
• • .. 

;. Covering back • • •· " • " • " . . _. . 
• ·• . .. 

{a) Covering inside baok .. .. 166 • 52 . , .. • 
• • • •· .. • .. . 

(b) Covering outside or back " . 90 " 54 . . • 
·• . . • . • • . 

K. Making a Cushion for an Over- .. . •· . • .. .. ., 
stuffed Ohair • 55 .. 57 . 62 .. .. ... . • • . . .. 
1. Filling cu sh.ion by hand . 58 63 . 63 . * • . 

" •· " ... . • 
2. Filling eush1on \Vitb hand . . . . . .. . " . 

iron • 62 . 64 • .. .. . ,. . . .. . ,o, • . 
3. Filllng cushion with ma.ehi.ne • 66 • • .. . .. •· • .. . 

• . 
L. Applying Cambric Dust Cloth . 228 . 6 . • .. • , . 

" . . •· . •. • ... • 
M. Various Trinira.ing ! . ·• . . . • .. . . • • " " . 

l~ Gim.ping . 95 . . 55 .. 
• • . .. .. . • • • • • <,_,/ 2. Mata line nails • 94 . 78 . . ... • • • 
• . .. • • . . • ;. Shirred and pleated skirts .109 • gz . 6 .. 

• • .. . ,.. . . • . . a .. ... • • . • • • 

\ __ ) 



Project :Ora-wings 

Because of tho rriany styles of furniture existing 

today, tt1e five <lLt·avJings of pl'Djeets &ppe.aring on the fol

lowing pa.ges are to be oonsider0d as specimens or types 

o:r projects on ·which ,Jire omployed different teohnlques or 

upholstering ... 

Tlie student should be alloV°,ed to ch:::ws,J a projecrt 

itb.ich reso.i:nbles the spcjci£nen in tht::i procassea to be used. 
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The shop plan appearing on the following page is 

le,id out with vwrk stations for twelve students, indicated 

by t.tle placement the lve pelrs of trestles. 

32 

1I1bis shop could be a rt of a general shop, or one 

section the woodwork shop. ver, it be set u.p on 

a sn~all scale in a corner of 
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to Set U · a Course i.n Furniture 

This equip$n.en.t list is based on the needs o.r twelve 

students. It is assumad that other sundry equipment needed 

will be available in the ,.~oodwo.rk shO.P or general shop .• 

No. 
of 
Itelrls 

4 

24 

12 

2 

12 

2 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Distributor 'or Name 
Manutaetu:ter•s or 
Na.~e & Number Tool : . 

Wiss !'lo. 20 

Made in shop 

Sheat·s 

Trestle 
with 
padded 
roll 

Osborne No. 254 Webbing ( 
stretcher 

Stanley Cl.aw 
he.furn.er 

Osborne No. 222 Magnetic 
hammer 

Mount I~o. 15 

Berbeoker 
wo. 909 

Berbecker 
r;o .• 912 

Berbeoker 
l{o. 918 

Berbecker 
No. 918 

Ber be ck er 
No. 918 

Berbecker 
lifo. 919 

Regulator 

Streight 
needle,. 
double 
pointed 

Straaight 
needle, 
double 
pointed 

Curved 
needle 

Cu.rved 
needle 

Curved 
needle 

Ou.rved 
needle 

Size 
or 
Wei&ht 

10" 

36" long 
30" high 

7 l/2fl X 
J J/41• 

16 oz. 

cost 
per 
Unit 

t 4.00 

••••••• 

.65 

1.90 

5 l/2tt head 1.85 
7 oz .• 

gn light 

10" light 

8'* light 

3" light 

5" light 

6" light 

gu heavy 

.55 

.15 

.08 

.10 

.20 

Tot.al 
Cost 

~ 16.00 

.......... 

7.80 

J.60 

22.20 

1.10 

.60 

.60 

.)2 

... ao 

.34 
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l~erbecker 
1-;ro. 901 

Berbeoker 
Mo. 901 

T·ra.i.ooni11t~ 
knife 

.Si~sle 
.round 
point 
needle 

Si.ngle 
round 
ooint 
needle 

2 Osborne Ho. 404 H.i;,ping 

1 

24 

1 

l 

*l 

Osborne 

Rees,3 B. Davis 
& Co.ti'Ipany 

Fawley Company 
nEandy 0 J·r. 

tool 

bbing 
pliers 

!'ins 
( skf:wers) 

Button 
machine 

Singer Sewing Sewing 
I'lfachine Company meell1ne 

Leo Li_pton 
uchallenger" 

Foot-
power 
cmshion. 
filling 
machine 

*Bhould it be desir,::!d that t,he 
less expensive hE.rn.d ... pow,:;;r 
type or cushion stuffer be 
substituted for the root-
power cushion .filling ::uachino, 
the following .might be ordered. 

*1 Texas Supply 
Company 

Hand
power 
cushion 
stuft."er 

35 

4 .. 20 

.13 .52 

.09 .J6 

8 3/J+H :x 
1/2.tf 

.85 1.70 

e )/4n 3.00 J .. QO 

)ff .JO .60 
doz. 

16.50 16.50 

Ho. 16-188 180.00 180.00 

Box size,. 69.50 
length 30», 
vddth ;29« ,_ 
0!)0fi 24n. 

8.75 e.75 



Sources of Tools, Eq uipffit::int 2 Ivia terials, and Supplies 

For the most part, this compilat.ion lists the companies 

which replied to a form letter (Rafer to page 42} sent to 

approximately sixty concerns, inquiring rboa.t various items 
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needed for a course in furniture upholstering.. The supplement 

to this report contains all .materials listed below which were 

received fro.m the various companies writt0n. The na.m.es of 

several upholstery supply dealers in the state ot Oklahoma 

have been inserted also, as a eonvanienoe for the student and 

instructor desiring to obtain supplies locally. 

Sources of Tools, i£quipraent, Materials, and Supplies; 'Uith 
Descriptions of 1!1 ree Booklets, Charts 2 and Other r.reaching Aids 

*Indicates Okla.ho.ma Sources 

1. S & B Berg Company, 49 Sast 21st Street, '.rlev; York City. 
Upholstery fabric jobber. 

2. Clark & Burchfield, Inc., 104- I:Iorth Robertson Boulevard, 
Los Angeles, California. Distributors of' Cohyde, 
Boltaflax, and Blanchardized Vinylite all plastic 
upholstering materials. Sample folders of ,elastic 
upholstering materials are available. Wide range 
of colors. 

3. *:trr. G. Davis Supply Company, 724 North Harvey, Oklahoma 
City. Distributors of Plastovin. Sample folder 
':'..ontaining all-plastic. upholstering.material and 
printed information on cutting, stitching, tacking• 
and reinforcing of same. 

4. Reese B. Davis & Company~ t 813-15 Lamar Street, Fort "North, 
Texas. Distributors 01' upholstery .materials and 
supplies. Upholete.:cy Sample Books Nos. 104 and 107; 
vJith accompanying p..cioo list sent on request. Also 
price list f'o:c upholstery supplies. 

5. *TI'abri c Centf,r, 713 North Hudson, Oklahoma City. Uphol
stery fabrics, YJholesale. 
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6. ir'lex-o-lstors, Inc., IP. o. Box 508, Carthage, .Mlssouri. 
Manuf!i:\ctu.rcrs of pad supports \Vhich take the place 
of' burlap. or oth.:0r fa brio used between t.he spring 
construct,ion and padding. .Also rnanufacture flex-o-
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lator custlion covers which c:)nsist or 1vires woven through 
burlap and are supposed to i"Cee.P padding from sinking 
into coil construction, ther-aby giving cushion longer 
life. Samples and price: lists available.. 'Pictures shO-vJ
ing produ,;ts Hnd ~etllod of e.:7,!Jlic<£:tion are available. 

7. The Goodyear 1'ire & bber Company, Inc., Akron,. Ohio. 
Manufacturers ol.' "'Alrfoai':n" .ana cushions made therefrom.. 
San11les or various t Yoes and thickn0sses of •tAirfoam" 
!)Uitab e .tor m.ountfn~ are ava lable 1'or use. as toaoh Ilg 
aid. Also si:;,t-pag,5: folder givinf~ dimensions of cushions 
manu:l'.."actured by Goodyear and. tour raimeo ranhed 1)at•e.s of 
back~i·ound mate.rial cDncerning "14 1:f oarn .. « 

S. M .. Halp1::irn & Sons, ln.c. , 2229-31-.33 North Afilerican Street, 
l?hiladelp.hia, l\::mnsyl vania.. Mruiui'acturers of rurni
t;ure f.rrui1es. Ca.ta.log and prici;; lists s0nt upon request. 

9. *Harry Keeton Supply Company, Inc., 1522 Wost l4[ain Street, 
Oklahoma. City., Manui'aoturer and Ytholosale jobber of 
upholstery supplicis. Descriptive price list available. 

10. Leo Lipton ::;nterprises, 50 Greenoraig Road, Los Angeles, 
Califo1·n.ia. Illustrative card showin.,1; ::1hotogranh 
Oi' f!)Ot-p0,1!81' cushion f · lllng ma chin,:;: and gi V ng 
dimensions and cost s,cmt on request. 

11. Lorraine Fibre Mills, Inc. , Bond ano Fourtl1 Streets, 
Brooklyn, !fo'IN Yorlac. Processors, converters, importers, 
ar:ul manufacturers. Sa.moles s.ui tabla for mountin- are 
availabl;;; tor the followine tems: Jute webb ne., edg
ing bu1·lao '"al;n fibre . t'.'.rist·sd naoer ka )Ol< ·. black 
crunb.:cio, tucking, denima v,alouratt0,- musl.Lll, and jute 
¥ads. Price lists accor.apany sa."TI.ples. 

12. Lusaky,. Whi ,t;e & Coolidge, Inc., 214 [; t :Monroe, Chicago, 
Illinois.. UgholstHry t,:;ols, mac.hirH)f.;, fab~~ics, trL<n.
mings, @nd acC£.li2>S0ries. 

lJ. Marshall & ore, Ine., 3024 Greenville iivenu,:s,,. Dallas, 
Texas.. Arti.ficial leathers and fabricr'ii •. 

14. Michigan. 1rra.m0 Company, 1600 M'.arshall Avenue, southeast, 
Grnnd Rapids, Iv.ii chi gen. Manufacturer of frames. 
Cat<:ilOf5 Mo. 48 and J)rioe list .mailed on request. 



JS 

15. Ferdinand w •. Mostertz &. Sons, Inc •. , Dauphin and Tulip 
Streets, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Manutaeturers of 
pile fabrios .• 

16. Owen Silent Spring Co;1;u.pany, Inc., Brio.c;,eport, Com:wctiout • 
.Ma.m.ti'acturars ot cushion unit;~; n1<;;::de of wool, rubber~ 
and steel springs; soft back units; !.'tiller Q.uality 
upholstery springs, and steel lJebbing. Price lists 
on t,hes.e it,::l.ms available.. Illust:at,3d 1.'oldor on 
nNeversag" steel webbing iS go.od for step ... by-step 
instruction given in usia of _prodt1ct. 

17.. The '.Pawley Co1n.pany, 26th and Walnut Streats, Denver, 
Colorado. Distributors of the follovdng materials: 

Gaydon Upholstery Fabrics .. 
Champion Picker - used :for IJicking hair, .m,oss, 

'tow, other f:rtu:tfings having long staple. 
Champion Special - for sbo1"t staple n:Laterials. 

JJ'olda.r on _qtu:i.rapl.on. Ficker and Cham.,2ion Special 
containing illustrations and pertinent data 
is available. 

Various upholstering machines, t::iols, supplies, 
ana fabrics. Catalog lrio .. 948 contains list
ing and prices. 

U. S. Plastic I~auG}eJ:t,:de. Sf.m1ple folder ,J,vailable. 
Cotton moss edge, weltinr~~, sn<~P tapes, zippers,, 

and various twists. Sanple folder I:Jo. 148D 
and price list available. · 

Centr0 braid giri1p 1 rayon boucle edging, rayon 
scroll gimp, rayon bullion fringe, sewing 
threads. Samole folder ?>Jo .. 148F and J)rioe 
list available. 

U2holstery: frames. Charts containing illustra
tions available. 

Masland Duran all p,}-astic upl:olstar¥,.. Sam.£1£. 
booklet 2420 available anu contains ';:.,ide 
variety of colors, r·inishes, and t.ailoring 
instructions. 

Tul.asland Durasol all plastic uoholetery. Sample 
folder 2214~ containing 't'iide variety oolors 
and finishes, is available. Folder "How to 
Usil:; 11a:sland Duran" may be had on writing. 

Durosol plastic coated leather. Sample f'old.er 
1882 availablf.h 

Lochner f::,ot operated cushion fill·al', extension 
boxes, and galvanized hand filler. 

"Klinch-it", .new method f'or attaching springs to 
almost· all typ13s of web bases in uphols t1~red 
pieces. Illustratod material available. 

Power lina .hog ring plier used tor tying Mars.hall 
sprln.gs, attaching sisal pads .•. otc, 
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Mount upholsterers' tools. 
B:a:lrflex ... curled ha,.'.lr-rubbcr filler. 
Koylon 1·oum ru'bbel."' ... 

Purofied Down Pro<.iuets Corporation, 350 Fifth Avenue, 
i\'l'.e,;, York City-. Manufacturers and importers of 
fea.thers and downs. Sa.rJplas a.Vf!.ila.ble of dovJn 
and feather rrJ.xture. 

A. "The Goose the t Laid th0 Colden E~t; " 15 page 
bookle conta ning g~n,ara 1nfor.o;.at on about 
dov,,m and feathers. 
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19. Joseph Ren..kel, Ina., 216 Bast 53d Straet, H'aw York City .. 

20. 

Wholesale distributors a.na .manuracturers' representa
tives for Osborne upholsterers' tools, Mount uphol
starers• tools, extensive line of upholstery SUl}.Plies. 
Sam les of ti holster,~ ..::J.ate:rtals S·snt on .:c·eque:~rt. 

str utors ·or 'ii.oy on oam rubber, .rirmour1 s Bair.flex. 

A. "The i\rt of Cushioning,'' 24 paga booklet des
cribing fashioning o:f cushions with Ko1lon. 

Rubber Development Bureau, 1631 K Streat, l~orthvJest, Wash
ington, n .. c. Serves as information center on rubber 
and rubber products. Sample Litex roam. rubber sent 
on reou~st. · 

A. 

... 

•tLatex Foam,» 11 page pamphlet on new cushioning 
.material. · 

21. F" Schuoa.cher & C.or11JH111sr, 60 VJ est 40th Street, I{ew York 
City. Upholstery fabric jobber. 

22.. The S6 ng Co.mpany, 1450 North Daj'"ton Street, Chicago, 
Illinois.. Manufacturers of Seng ttKlinch-it, tt device 
to olip sprinr,:s to webbing. Intorraation shoets on 
Seng-\7eb arid Cf:ble-eze Web Construction, 60th or 
Vlhioh are new developments for use in upholstering. 
'They repluoe tiHJ usual st.rip ,nabbing. 

A. usanc: Handbook of l?urniture Facts," 136 page 
6ook!et containing discussions on furniture 
woods, upholstered furniture construction, 
fa.brios and care of ru:..~niture. 

2J. *shilliam Supply Co.mpeny, Inc., Chickasha,, Oklahoma. 
Fabrics and supplies. 

24~ *southwest Jra.brios Ino., 1530 Bast 11th Street,, Tulsa. 
Fabrics and complete line of upholsto1..,y su11plies. 



( . 
,,,_/ 

25. Texas Supply Company, 112 st. Louis Avenue,. Fort Worth, 
Texas. Wholesale Jobbers of upholstery .fabrics, 
:supplies, tools, and machines •. 
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26. J. H. Thorp and Company, 250 Park Avenue, tfow York City, 
liew York. Upholstery .fabric jobber. 

27" E. w. Twitchell, .Inc., Jd and Somerset Streets, Phila
delphia,. Pennsylvania. Manufacturer of spring edges, 
edge rolls, various cords and blind taok1ng. 

A. "Under the Cover Hel s tor the U holstererrr 
large mounting board c~ntain ng 111::mnted srullples 
of ,products. 

28., F. P. Violl and Company, .l!""ranktord, Philadelphia, Pennsyl-
vania. Manufacturers of curled .hair and rubberized 
curled hair (Wollastie). 
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Form Lett,3cr 

A copy of' the torru. lett<231' sent to manufacturers and 

distributors of various upr10lsterlng rnaterials appears 

on the subsequent page. This lettew •aus sent in order 

to obtain the Jl}.rioes :::>f supplies and equipment necessary 

to set tip an up.holstering shop; also to obtain samples 

and in.formation on .mate.rials currently being used .or 

developed in this r"'i.0ld .. 

rrh,a list of S0urc1,1s of Tools, .:Squi_p.me.nt, Materials, 

and Supplies appearing on ges 36 to 40 c~talogs the 

samplas, in.formation, teaching aids, and price lists re:-

ceived in answer to the form letter. ,Also given are the 

names and addresses of these recipients o.r the .form letter. 

A su.pplen1en:t, in the form O·f' a case c o.ntaining items 

rece1.vcd 1.n answer to .Co.rm letter, vdll acco.mpuny th is 

report end should prove be.nef'loial in ordering supplies, 

equipment, and. as a source of general ini'ormation. 



Oklahoma 
Agricultural and Mechanical College 

DEPARTMENT Of' 

INDUSTRIAL ARTS EDUCATION 
AND ENGINERING SHOPWORK 

DIVISION OF ENGINEERING 

STILLWATER 

October 8, 1948 

To: Manufacturers and Distributors of 
Upho ls taring Materials 

Gentlemen: 

I am starting a Master's Degree research project in which a course of 
study will be made for use in the upholstering classes in Industrial Arts 
Shops. This research is part of the requirements for a Master of Science 
Degree under the direction of Mr. C. L. Hill, Associate Professor, 
Department of Industrial Arts Education and Engineering Shopwork, Oklahoma 
Agricultural and I..!echanical College, Stillwater, Oklahoma, 

I would like to secure all information on available supplies and equip
ment, which your company manufactures or dist~ibutes. 

Information, including catalogs, descriptive bulletins, circulars and 
even samples, are desired for such supplies as: 

Upholstery Fabrics 
Artificial Leathers 
Muslin 
Cambric 
Webbing 
Burlap 
Denim 
Cotton 
Sea Grass, Sisal, 

Moss, Hair, ete. 
Mhcellaneous 

Foam Rubber 
Kapok 
Down and Feathers 
Springs 
Tacks 
Twine 
Metaline Nails 
Furniture Frames 
Equipment and Tools 

Upholstering 
Accessories 

Your price ltsts, catalogs, bulletins and samples will be listed in the 
report and shall be of help in choosing equipment, supplies, and 
upholstery fabrics for the upholstery classes, 

4pproved: C. ;(. /k..47 
C. L. Hill, Advisor 

Very tr~ly yours, 

Ros" E. Nie~ ls 
Industrial Arts Department 
Room 1oi 
Oklahoma A, and M. College 
Stillwater, Oklahoma 
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Sample Tests for Course in ?urniture Upholstering 

'!'est I 

DIRECTIOt.JS: ,Nri te the answers to the foll01.tiiing questions in 
the answer s_pa.oe provided ofter each q ue.stion. 

1. Eov; much webbing t~ill be requirad for a chair JO inches 
wide and JO inches deep, using 5 strips :rront to back and 
5 strips aornss? 

----~~~~---~----~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

2. What is tha main thlnG to consider in making the plaoemant 
of the webbing on the fra:me? 

~~~~~~--~--~~~--~~-

J. Why rn·e tacks staggered. in tacking Dn the 1.~ebbing? ___ _ 

Li.. What is nearly all upholstery v.1ebbing made of'? ------
5. How ara tba di.!"ferant grades ot ·w·ebbing indicated? ----
6. ·~hat would be the approxi.rn,ate .size tack used on the bottom 

webbing of tm overstuti"ed ehair ·with a on,s-inob. thick 
tram.a? ----~~--~--~--~~~~~~~----~--~~--~---~~ 

7. What other tool is us0d tor stretching v11ebbin;:~ besides a 
reguler •i11rnbbing stri'ltcher'? ________________ _ 

8. 'J':hy should the top of the sp.r-1n;;:;s ht~ three inches abov,9 
the fram~ after being tied? 

~~--~~~~~~~~~~~--~ 

9. \1hat will determine the slz0 or the spring to be used?_ 

10. Whii.'it will be the rsult of usinrz springs :.d1ich are too lurge 
or if too ~ny are used'? -

--~~~~~~~----~~~~~~~-

11. Where are springs plhoad in relation to th0 viebbing? ---
12. Why .must the sp1"'ings be directly in line? 

~~--~~~~~-

14. D1:aw a plan for stitching tv.m rows of s.9i~incc to webbing. 
(Use back of test paper) 
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15. Uam.e two ways of attaching sprinr;s to 'ii'Jood. --------
16. Why is VH~bbing or some cloth used under the springs on 

wood? 
~----~~~~--~~--~~~--~~~~~~~~~~~-

17.. What is tbe result of cross tying the springs ttH) tiehtly1 

19.. In. measuring the tv,ine for use in tying sp1 .. ings, how much 
should be allowed for knots for each spring? -------

20.. From what is .most burlap made? --~--~--~~~~--~----~ 
21. Row are qualities of burlap deter.mined? _________ _ 

22. Why is the burlap sewed to the springs? ~~--~--~~--~-
23. Row many stitches are used on each spring? ~---------~--
24. Draw diagram showing how the atito.hes v;:.uld be placed on 

two rows of springs when stitohing burlap to the springs. 
(tlse back ot test p.e.per) 

2;. What results if the bttl"la.p is stretched too tightly? ---
T:l]ST II 

DIRECTIONS: Sn.circle or undorscol"e trua or .false, whiohev0r 
best ex_pi•essee tile condition o.t each of the fol
lowing statements. 

l. The ollief purpose or an edge roll is to 
keep the stuffing on the edge of the wood. 

2. The first tacking o.n an edge roll is 
ealled blind taeking. 

J. It is not necessary to lay pleats in the 
.first tacking on curved v1ood surface in 
making a.n edge roll. 

Trlli:3 False 

True False 

True False 
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4.. The more rows :;;;f sti tohas usad in making 
a stitched edge the sharper the edge will 
be ... 

5. A eu.rved need.le is used on the .tirst row 
o.f stitches on 8n edg0 roll .. 

6. A straight needle is used. on the second 
row or stitches on an edge roll .. 

7. A roll edge and a stitched edge are the 
same. 

8. Moss .may be used as it is taken from. the 
bale. 

9. The stuffing .should be stitched down to 
avoid getting out of place. 

10. Muslin is used. tor a first eovering over 
the stuffing. 

11. To avoid wrinkles you should start tack
ing muslin at the corners. 

12. All the stuffing is stitched down. 

lJ. Muslin is so called f'rom Mosul, the ei ty 
v.1hare it W<.iS tirst JJ1ade. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

.17 .. 

18. 

20. 

21. 

22. 

Exoeleior is sometimes used as a stuffing. 

Sea Grass grows only in the cold north,::rn 
Canada and north Atlantia $tates .. 

Palm f'iber 1s used as a su.bstitute tor 
hair. 

Toiw i.s taken from. coconuts. 

Sisal grow.a in Canada. 

Spanish .moss grows in Spain. 

Iioss graded XX is better than XXIX moss. 

Straight J1air is bettsr for stuf'f'ing than 
curly hair. 

Kapok does not absorb water •. 

2J. Duck .i"~at.bers are just as good for stuf't
ing as goose feathers are. 
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Tra.e False 

True False 

True False 

True False 

True False 

True False 

True False 

True False 

True False 

True False 

True False 

True False 

True False 

True false 

True False 

True lalse 

True False 

Trua 1i'alse 

True False 

True False 
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24. More buoyancy is given a cushion vd1en 
feathers are added to down. 

True False 

25. A mu.nlin under-cover is found mo.r.·e otten 
1n cheap rurniture tl1an i.n the higher 
priced furnitura. 

True False 

Ti'~T III 

DlRECT!OI'~S: Fill in the p.::."opor im:t-d in tho blank space or 
spaces provided 1n eaeh of the folloidng state .. 
men ts. 

1. In out ting the covering,, the . ieees should 
be cut .f'irst. --------

2.. Pile fabrics such as velo11r, ill.Ohair. must be .Put on so 
that the nap brnsb.e.s (a} on seats and 
{ b) o.n the backs and arms. 

). In making seams, stitah~s should be at least ______ _ 
inches from the ~dga of the goods. 

4. The heavier the materials, the the stitches· --------

6. 

7. 

s .. 

10. 

should be. 

A oolor thread should be used in sewing a 
plain material. 

~-------is tho process where cording is sewed into 
the s,eams. 

To avoid \'llrinkles in putting o.n covers, begin tacking at 
the_ • 

All Pleuts on seats are laid to the (a} 
and pleats on baoks and ur.m.s are laid (..,.b ... )---------
when making pleats on a. chair. 

side or sides ar,a left open ,sh.en stu.f.fing a 
-n-u-sli_I_o_n __ b_y __ h-an-a-·. . 

a.re used to hold the loose side while sewing _u_p_a_o_u_s_n""'I_o_n-.-

11. The ean be used to adjust the cotton after the 
cushion has been sewn. 

12. In an ordinary d6vro. and feather tilled cushion casing there 
should be compartments or pockets. 
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13. The inner casing of a down and feather filled cushion 
( ___ ) should be made or • 

I 

<._j 

14. A down and feat.her cushion can be tilled by hand or by 
using a • 

15 .. The section of the casing should be filled 
tir.mer than the other sections in a down and feather 
cushion. 

16. The inner casing should be made so it will 
fill out the corners or the ous~h .... 1_o_n-.• -----

17.. When tac.king on the outside back or arms at the top, using 
a cardboard strip, ta.eking on the wrong side o-r the material, 
it is called tacking. 

18. Gimp must be ________ in square corners. 

19. The welt is tacked to the when it is put 

20. 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

.'around the loose panel in the front of a chair arm.. 

The original mohair ~.ves made from • --------
Excelsior is .made of either or • ----------- -------~----

springs are used only in the seats of ---------i'urniture. 

Upholstery taoks come in an assortment of sizes !'ro.m No._ 
to No._. 

Spring twine comes in balls. --------
is usecJ. on the bottom of furniture for a 

"'!!'d_u_s~t-c.,..1-o""'t .... h-.--



l. Aniline: 

2. Brocade: 

J. Broeatelle: 

4. Burlap: 

5. Button Machine: 

6. Cambric: 

\.._ _/ 

7. Chaise Lounge: 

8. Chintz: 

9. Coconut fiber: 

GLOSSARY 

Term appl1Gd to dyes derived .from coal 
tar. Used in coloring fabrios. 
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Silk or rayon fabric in figure ·,neave. 
Designs are woven in contrasting colors 
from the background and are raised .. Fre
quently silver and gold threads are intro
du.oed. into filling threads. 

Heavy silk or rayon fabric in figure 
weave. Extra filling yarns throv, pattern 
into higher relief than on brocade. 

Plain. cloth woven from jute yarn. 

Machine with ,vhich buttons .may be made 
in any size or style. Machine also used 
for attaching snap fasteners, eyelets. 
gro.m.m.ets, ventilators, washers, ete., 
by adding the necessary attachments. 

Cambric used by upholsterers is a rather 
stiff cotton fabric, with a slightly 
glazed surface produced by ealenderizing. 
It is either black or white. Wh.i te 
cambric is used for cushion and pillO\'!I 
ca.sing, and black cam.brio for tacking 
underneath upholstered furniture, the 
black color being inco.ns_picuous. As 
the cloth is made dustproof by sizing 
and glazing,, it prevents dust from the 
stuffing from falling to the t'loor .. 

(long chair) A double or couch chair; a 
couch with a chair back at one end .. 

A. plain woven tabrio of fine cotton yarns. 
May be glazed on one side. Usually 
printed with .floral patterns. 

From the outer husk or the coconut and 
long grass-like substance that envelops 
palm trees. Generally called "vegetable 
palm fiber. 0 Only the short, eurly 
fibers are used tor upholstery stuffing. 
It is a :t'ir:n, springy f'iller and is used 
as a substitute ror hair. 



10. Cretonne.: 

11. Curled hair: 

12. Curved Uphol
stery Jlfoedla: 

lJ., Damask: 

14. Penlm: 

15. DO\'ill! 

16. Ji':xelsior: 
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Printed drapery fabric of cotton or 
linen in all variety of •.'Je.av.as and 
finishes. May include chintz {only 
dif'i'er.anoa boi.ng ,:;ize of petterns, which 
are smaller in chintz). Weave: plain 
or fancy. 

Processed bni1' of horses, oovis, hogs, 
usea as an upholstery .filler. 

:l'lrom J to 1ou in circumference. Used in 
s0wing burlap to springs, and in sewing 
stui'fine to burlap ·where springs inter-
f :;;re with the use of the straigtrt nsedle .. 
Used also tor sewing to flat suri'aces 
whera straight needle would not be con
v._:rnient for use. 

l!"'lrm zlossy fabric, wovBn so tht1 t one 
side has warp designs in high gl::,ss. 
Filling threads of less gloss f'orm the 
bac.fq~round. Opposite side is in revr::rse. 

Heavy ootton tll'ii11 made of coarse yarns. 
Dani.1r.. is sold by vmight. Weave: twill 
or figure. 

Dovm is the covoring of young birds and 
tho undercoating ot &dult b11·ds. It has 
oraetioally no ouill because the thread
ilke flbers radiate f'rmn a cn.m:n.on cantor 
in the torm of a ciuill point. Li'eat.b.ers 
ac.d~d to down ror filling give a cushion 
more buoyaney .. 

Made either of basswood or popltu:·.. 1\ftcr 
processing, iaood 1s shredded by the knives 
of' excelslor ... m.aklng machine ·which is set 
according to the grade of excelsior re
quired. Uaod ror tilling ,purpos·e:h 

17. Filling threads: The thr,::;ads of a fabric that run cross
wise 1":ro.m selvedge edge to selv·adge edge. 

18. Flax t1ii'line: Used for stitching edges, sewing springs 
to webbing and burlap, and all kinds of 
hand Sf.r.r,ing by upholstorers. 

(Piping) To f'orm grooves; used extensively 
011 barrel oh.airs, fan backs, Gltc. 



20. Frieze: 

Gi.mp: 

22. Gimp tacks: 

23. 

Inner- springs: 

25. Jute tv,ine: 

26. Kapok: 

Mat,Jlasse: 

28. 

Metaline Nails: 

JO. Moh.air: 
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A pile fabric (usually mohair) of uncut 
loops.. Designs may he produced by con
trast of eut and uncut loops, by di1"-
f ;:,rent colDred yctrns or by prirrting the 
surface .. 

"Na..r:row tapf1 of silk, cotton .or rayon; 
used tor ap1;;ligu,3 and tor hiding tacks 
in upholstering furniture .. 

Distintsuished by small round head. 
Used to tack cloth gi.iu.p to furni tu.re, also 
to tack outside covering to arms and backs •. 
com1::i, in si::,es from two to eight ouncf:s. 

Machine used f.or loosening and cleaning 
stuffing .materials. 

UsGd inside of loorrn cust1ions. Sets 
.m&de u,p or a.rn.alJ. rings, thrl':H) and a hal.1' 
inches high and tv10 and a half' inches in 
diam.at er. 

sorter than spring t¥1Jine. Used for 
tying do11n the pillow springs in baol{S 
and arms .. 

{ silk f'loss) Sllky f 1 bor v:hi ch. does not 
abs.orb .moisture. Used oxttH1si vely for 
cus:h1.ons i:211d boat pillows. ;;1111 hold 
t,;;enty times it$ own weight above water. 

Fabric having a quilted .surfac::;1 produced 
on trrn loom. Ji figured or brocaded 
cloth having a raised _pattern as if 
quilted or wadded. 

Chemical ,s.,rocess v1hich renders cotton 
permanently r11ore lustrous, stronger and 
.more susceptible to dye. 

Used to attoch gi.mp or outer covering to 
furniture and f'or decorative purposes. 
Nails have color, design or .f'inish f'or 
various types and styL3s of covering • 
.AV&ilable in either solid bl~ass or steel. 

Hair of the Angora goat, long and silky; 
when manufactured, called .mohair •. Pile 
fabx·ic v.iith back o:e cotton or wool and 
pile of mohair .. Gut and uncut loops; 
tvH> .... toned e.:t'fects due to pile of one color; 
back or another. 
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31. M.orris chair: 

32. ![o~s.: 

J.3. Muslin: 

34.· Nap: 

35. Needlepoint: 

36. Pile weave: 

37. Regulator: 

38. Rep:: 

39. Ripping tool: 

40.. Sateen: 

41. Sisal: 

42. Splat: 

4}.. Skewer: 
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A large, easy ehai.r \:i t,11 arills usually 
extendina beyond the back and adjustable 
at v@rious angles; narJ.cd for its invent.or, 
v1Jlllla11 1:!iorris. 

Upholsti;1ry stuffing. Graded f:roin X:X to 
]Q[..LX (more X's indicate longer curing 
and double ginning, re.sul ting · in a 
cleaner and better .stuff'ing). 

A plain. weava cotton fabric. 

Hairy or downy ,surface round. on some 
tahrics, esp1~cially v.-ool. Mot to be 
confused VJith pile. 

Patt,1rns .kno?m as rn;edlepoint are hand 
worked Y.rith a needle, us inf: wool or silk .. 

( pile) Jm extra set of warp or filling 
threads is interlaced into the cloth to 
form loops. These loops may be out HS in 
velvet, or 10:t"t uncut as in frieze. 

T'na t·egulator is made in sizes i"ro..n1 six 
to twelve inches long. It is used to 
even out irregularities in stuf'.ti.ng and 
to assist in shaping edges. The ten 
inch size will be found most useful. 

Firm cotton, wool, rayon or silk .ea.bric 
v,lith heavier filling thread than v.mrp 
thread. Cros.swise rib is very distinct .. 
Has plain vrnave. 

Usad for removing tao.ks and old upholstery. 

Meroarized cotton fabric in. satin weave, 
better grades rose1r1ble satin made or 
silk; true sateen ha.s the tilling on the 
surface. 

The fiber of' the sisal plant is dried and 
sorted into various grades. The shorter 
t'ibers are used. for stu1"fing. 

The central member of a chair back. 

(upholsterer's pin) A small wire bent 
into a ring at ona end and sharpened at 
the otJ'.ler. It can be obtained £rom 
three to thr(':ie and a half inches in 
length. Its function is to fasten covers 
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44. Spring t·w1ne: 
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temporarily in place while being vmrked 
or fitted .• 

U.sed 1 .. or tying d.D'N!l the heavy upholstery 
springs in the S,9ats. 

45. Straight needle: !J'I·om six to twenty inches long. Used to 
sew springs to webbing, to sew stuf'fing 
to burlap. Double and single pointed. 

46.. Stuffing: 

47. Stuffing iron: 

4g. Tow: 

49. Trestle: 

;o. Tufting: 

51. Upholstery 
springs: 

;2. Upholstery 
tacts: 

5. 'l•.· F~ .,J #ar,p.: 

54. lliebbing: 

That which is used for filling or padd.ing 
ot cushions, etc., exa:11ples: m.oss, hair,. 
and cotton. 

This "Gool is used to push stu . .Cfing into 
corners and crevices v1llich cannot be 
.reached by tl1e 11.anc1. 

rrow for upholstery purposes is made i'rom 
the stalk of the flax plant. Used because 
it is a f'i ber that d.oes not break easily. 
Not reco.n:unended for use where resiliency 
is required., as it mats or packs down 
very readily on comp:rassion .. 

Similar to saw-horse vJi th 9a.dd.ed edge to 
prevent the furniture from slip_pin3 oft' 
and to prevent 1.::1.arring of finished wood
TfJDrk. 

To fasten padding of chairs by stitching 
and tightly drawing threads or buttons 
at intervals through an UJ1holstered sec .. 
tion of" furniture to secure the padding. 

Used in seats o.t' furniture, made of 
heavy wire, from nine to eleven gauge, 
four -to fourteen inches in heie)1t. May 
be had 1:dth a v,ide center (soft spring) 
"'~"' ,,. !l"'l"r'"'•1·~ "''".Ilt.""I'. { 0.· ti'Pf· or"'i. fil"J ... ) V .l. ~ ' ~ · V '°·[;j' V V , UV ~ · · J.. · V J:!.L · Q • 

Distingij.ished by flat head; in sizes from 
one ounce to tv;ranty-f our ounces. 

Tlie t11reade of a fabric that :r,un length:wise 
,anc1 par.alle-1 to t,ha sel1J't'0dge •. 

11 stout, close-woven tap,~ made entirely 
oi' jute fiber. When properly stretched 
and tacl:ed, jute webbing ',;dll stay in 
plaeo and preserve the shape ot"' the 
oover for u long period of years .. 



55. Webbing pliers: 

56 .. Webbing 
stretcher: 

57. 'Webbing tacks: 

58 .. Welting: 

11Jide-jmved pliers used in restretohing 
v1febbing. 
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Used to str,atcl1 ·vrnbbing across the 
openings of furniture. Padded on snd 
th&t is placed against frmne ,. to pre
vent marring any Gxposed finished 1:·wod.
,q;;ork. 

Spec.ial tack for i~astening webbing .. 
Distinguished by little points which 
pro j (::Ct i'l."'Om the nhank. 

Cording sevm into fold of upholstery 
material. 



Typist: Anne G. Nichols 


