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PREFACE

In the preparation of this thesis, a sincere effort has been made to
present a deseription of the cultural life in the early Colorsdo mining com-
munities in so far as education, the theater, and music were concerned. It
was not the writer's intention to present a group of figures and tables but
rather a readable account of the period from 1359 to 1875.

It was the writer's pleasure to reside in Colorado for several years
and to visit a great number of the early mining towns and to know personally
several of the pioneer men of those communities. In the lives of those who
live in a community is history best nerrated; and as the past fades into the
distance the realization of Macaulay's statement will assume greater signifi-
cance that "The history of a country is best told in the record of the lives
of its people.”

Materials used in this study were found in the libraries of the Colorado
State Historical Society, the city of Denver, and Oklahoma Agricultural and
Mechanical College. The writer's sincere and deep appreciation to the entire
staff of these libraries, and especially to Miss Francis Shea, of the Colorado
State Historical Society, who so generously placed the required materials at
his disposal, is heartily acknowledged.

To Dr. George E. Lewis, Dr. 0. A. Hilton, and Dr. Norbert R. Mahnken,
an expression of gratitude for the insplirations and suggestions they so

patiently offered is given.
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CHAPTER I
EDUCATION

It was not a very cheerful company of pioneers that hung around "Uncle
Dick" Wootton's place on a hot August afternoon in the year 1859, just a few
months after the discovery of gold in the ragged little twin settlements st
the mouth of Cheery Creek, Auraria and Denver City.

Wootton's was probably the first two story frame structure to be built
in the settlements. It was the leading hotel in Auraria, that raw town being
but a jump from the equally raw Denver City.l

The loungers at Wootton's were discussing the poor showings at the
gold washings and the number of prospectors who were pulling out of the coun-
try in disgust, wvhen they saw a train of prairie schooners crawling along out
of the southwest.

At the head of the long procession was a covered ox-cart driven by a
man who was flourishing a long, heavy whip, meanwhile bawling some very scath-
ing remarks at the plodding beasts.

Then, as the wagon drew up before the hotel, his eloquence suddenly
ceased, and while his oxen scrambled about and refused to stop in the digni-
fied fashion he evidently had contemplated, there followed what one of the

bystanders afterwards declared to have been "the most profaene silence I have

3 Nolie Mumey, Early Settlement of Denver 1599-1860 (The Arthur H.
Clark Company, Glendale, California, 1942), p. 87.



ever heard."?

The onlookers paid no more attention to the other ox-teams still some
distance away, but stared in amazement at the new arrival. He was a man of
about twenty-five years, with straight, wiry figure, hair worn even longer
than was then the prevailing fashion in mining camps, and a well-regulated
black beard., But it was not the man's face or beard or figure that invited
the attention of the loungers at Wootton's.

It was his hat.

On the head of this driver of oxen was a high silk hat, or "olug" in
the vernacular of Auraria and Denver City. The rest of his attire was in
strict conformity with the hat, His clothes were of fine broadecloth, the
coat cut in the modish Prince Albert fashion, striped trousers to match, while
his linen was expensive and immaculate.’

"Fiat Justitia, rurat coelum!" I:Let right be done, thoughthe heaven
should fal-}] roared the expensively attired stranger.

"What kind of language is that?" "Uncle Dick" asked Luke Tierney, the
writer,

"Gosh, I guess it's Latin," replied Luke.

"Gee-Haw! Romane venio au hic maneo !" j?rankly I am here, and here
I remsin] roared the driver.

"Sounds beautiful," sald one of the crowd which had gathered to see
this different spectacle.

On Ferry Street, the stranger was questioned by one of the bystanders

who could stand it no longer.

2 Article by Helen Ring Robinson, Denver Post, April 9, 1911. Miss

Robinson's mother was Miss Lydia Maria Ring, early Colorado teacher.
3
Ibid., p. 6.



"What brings you here, stranger?" he asked.

"Majora rerum initia," wss the quick reply.

"What tribe talk is that?"

"I am glad to answer you, sir, that is Latin, and it means ‘'The begin-
ning of greater things,' at least I hope."4

And so the first schoolmaster came to Colorado.

0. J. Goldrick, the most conspicuous teacher and the Beau Brummel of
the early pioneer days of Colorado, was born in County Sligo, Ireland, and
was a graduate of Dublin University. He had taught school for a time in St.
Louls before a mere chance turned his face--and his historic plug hat--toward
the new gold camp.5

Goldrick was a man of determination and persistence. Certainly he
had the courage of his convictions. He thought everything depended on educa-
tion and was a born pedagogue. There is no record of his ever trying the
mines. He was Colorado's first educator and he did his work at a time when
he had little materisl to work with or on and when education was about the
last thing in the minds of the adventurers who were beginning to flock to
Colorado in search of fortune}6 Gold hunting was their object in life, not
book learning.”

It required marvelous physical courage to conduet a school in Colorado

in 1859. In the first place Goldrick was looked upon as a joke by the thought-

less young men of those days because of his eccentricities of character and

4 Mumey, op. cit., pp. 149-150,
5 Robinson, loec. ecit.
6 penver Post, December 22, 1910,

7 G. E. Himman to Charles Howard, May 29, 1869, Manuscript Collection,
Colorado State Historical Society Library, Denver, Colorado.



dress which he declined to abandon in spite of the derision he provoked.

What an entertainment he provided for the "Pikes Peak or Bust" fortune hunt-
ers. The schoolmaster was compelled to submit to a hazing that he never for-
got. 0ld army pistols were brought out, loaded and primed, and occasional
shot were taken at the shining "plug" hat. Such playfulness, then as now,

had a tendency to make a nervous man cringe, perhaps run and show cowardice.
This was not so with Goldrick. Unconcernedly he pursued his way and the "plug
hat and the long frock coat became a familiar sight on the single business
street of Denver City."8

Very soon after his spectacular arrival he published a notice which
fairly shouted from the columns of the Rocky Mountain News that he would
forthwith open a "Union School"™ for the "proper training" of the youth of the
settlements.?

Two hundred and fifty dollars were promptly subscribed by various
pioneers to provide the proper "backing" and on October 3, 1859, "Professor"
Goldrick opened the first school in Colorado in a little log cabin on the west
side of Twelfth Street between Larimer and Market Streets, nearly opposite the
"palatial double log cabin" of Andrew Sagendorf.lo

The following is Goldrick's interesting description of the building:

. » » hut with a flat roof, a great conductor of snow and rain,
a small hole in the gables sufficed for an unglassed window, and a
strip of wagon cover tacked to the lintel hung down to the ground,

covering the hole that a log carpenter left for a door until some
sawmill could supply dressed lumber.ll

8 penver Post, December 22, 1910.
9 Rocky Mountain News (Denver, Colorado), September 29, 1859.
10 Robinson, loc. cit.

™ Muney, loc. eit.



This school was a private institution. Its enrollment was thirteen
pupils, including two half-breeds and two Mexicans. It continued open till
late in the winter of 1859-160,12

Goldrick re-opened the school in May, 1860, this time with an assistant
whose name has not been recorded.l3Miss Indiana Sopris opened another private
school the same day. Unfortunately no information seems to be available on
her early life. The school was opened in one room of her father's house.

She was the first woman teacher in Denver and in the territory that is now

the State of Colorado. "Here she labored earnestly to instruct a dozen dis-
tracted pupils from a variety of texts brought from all parts of the country."l4
Miss Sopris retired from teaching when she married the sheriff of Arapshoe
Gounty.15

Early in the spring of 1860 Mr. Abner R. Brown passed through the
small mining town of Boulder on his way to the mines. Noticing several children
of school age playing in the street he asked if there was a school in the com-—
munity. Upon receiving a negative answer he told several of the citizens that
if he did not find mining to his taste he would return to open a school. He
soon returned and there under his initiative the first school building in the
Territory of Colorado was erected in the summer of 1860,16

Mr. Brown's own description of this first building is worthy of quoting:

The citizens voted to build a good frame schoolhouse twenty-four
by thirty-six feet, with a ten foot ceiling, lathe and plaster it,

12 Rocky Mountain News, October 14, 1862.
13 1bid.

14 George F. Willison, Here They Dug for Gold (Reynal and Hitchecock,
New York, 1946), p. 94.

15 Robinson, loc. cit.

16 jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver (Baskin and Co., Chicego, 1901),
P. 132,



put on a shingle roof and ornament it with a real brick chimney,

with brick all the way from Denver, thirty miles distant. All of

us agreed to take off our coats, cut down the trees, haul the logs

to mill, and get them sawed into lumber on shares, with which to
build the house. Being a carpenter myself I agreed not only to help
cut and haul the logs, but to do the carpenter work on the building,
and the citizens were to board me without charge. We finished the
house October 15, 1861, at a cost of $1,200, After the schoolhouse
was finished we found that we had run out of money, and still lacked
a stove. But we were equal to the emergency. We found a few sheets of
tom iron, an eighth of an inch thick, down in the placer diggings,
and I soon made a stove of it, two feet wide, two feet high, and

four feet long. We bought large sheets of stove pipe iron in Denver,
and I also made thirty feet of pipe, bending it round a wagon tongue
and riveting it on a crowbar, and it fitted like a charm. The ladies
of the place got up a fine supper in the schoolhouse, at which we

had toasts and speeches, and they raised forty-two dollars in gold-
dust teken out of Boulder Creek within the town limits, which they
presented to me, and I soon strutted around town in a new suit of
clothes.17

Not all communities in the mining regions of Colorado were as fortu-
nate as Boulder in having citizens so ready to support a school and neither
were many so fortunate as to have men like A, R. Brown to build and conduct
the school. As has been stated previously, people were there for wealth and
not for formal education.l® The great majority of miners had left their
families at home when they came west in search of their fortune. In the en-
tire territory in 1860 there were only 1,500 males and 600 females of school
age in a total population of 34,000.19 The very nature of the people them-
selves and their objectives made education difficult. Mr, Hell in his History
of Colorado says:

The very ends of the country met here and surged in a feverish
activity. Heterogeneous masses collected by groups from the different

e Abner R. Brown, "Reminiscences of Colorado's First Schools," The
Mecca, II (June 30, 1900), pp. 12-13.

18 ;. E. Himman to Charles Howard, May 29, 1869.

§tatgg Eighth Census (1860) (Government Printing Office,
ﬂaahington, iE%%% .



states, made up all grades--collegians, embryonic statesmen, lawyers,
aspiring politicians, slaveholders, abolitionists, merchants, clerks,
mechanics, farmers, teamsters, gamblers, laborers, desperadoes,
criminals of every sort, fugitives from justice, crowding, and jos-
tling one another in a wild, indiscriminate scramble for spoils,
assembled upon the extreme frontier over which there was no juris-
diction of law, local, state, or federal.20

A few citizens in the various mining towns began to request schools
for the children present and to deplore the activities of the young people.

A correspondent for the Rocky Mountain News wrote in 1860 that a good common
school was needed more than anything else in the way of a civilizer in Nevada
Gulch, Missouri City, Mountain City and elsewhere in that vicinity.21

The children with idle times on their hands, soon began to drift to
the places of excitement and to imitate the conduct of the adults. The cor-
respondent to the Rocky Mountain News from Missouri City wrote:

In one of our saloons were lately seen four boys quietly seat-

ed around & card table, taking a quiet game of Euchre, none of which
had arrived at the age of ten. What a school for progress.<?

Even in communities like Denver City where the private schools of
"Professor™ Goldrick and Miss Sporis were in operation, education was hap-
hazard and the instructors had very little control over the conduct and attend-
ance of the pupils. Eugene Teats, a lad of ten in 1860, whose father operated
a hotel and livery barn in Denver City, had the following to say in regard to
his schooling:

We all pretended to go te school to a Miss Sporis. We really did

go to school in the forenoons, and in the afternoons kept out of

sight. Our favorite place for lunch was a little saloon and restau-
rant on Larimer Street. . . . Many times at lunch when my three chums

<9 Frank Hall, History of Colorado (Baskin and Co., Chicago, 1901),

p. 206.
2 Rocky Mountain News, August 1, 1860.
22 1bid., September 12, 1860.



were under the influence of drink, they would try to force me to drink
with them, and on several occasions they held me down and tried to
force liquor in my mouth 23 '

As more people poured into the mines in the latter part of 1860
schools of a sort began to open in the mountain communities. J. R. Dean open-
ed a school at Mbt, Vernon, on the road to the mining centers in June of that
year.24 A correspondent for the Rocky Mountain News wrote:

There are three or four schools carried on in log cabins in these

cities {Nevada Gulch, Missouri City, Montana City) altogether, one

of which I notice is conducted by your poetry contributer, Minnie

22:;355 Missouri City, who appears to be a smart and charming school
The only requirement for opening a school was for the instructor to find the
pupils and a place to conduct it. Equipment and qualifications of the teachers
were secondary., One young lady who wished to open a school first secured two
pupils to instruct and then set out to find a room for use as a school. The
only one avallable was a twelve by sixteen log cabin with a dirt floor and a

fire place. The pupils sat on a rough wooden bench and used dry goods boxes

for desks.26

These were not days for a faint hearted person to attempt to conduct

a school, Many were the trials and problems of the early teachers., Only
teachers of the type of Miss Lydia Maria Ring could expect to even partially
succeed under the circumstances. She was a Massachusetts woman,.no longer

young, who had come to Cherry Creek settlement by caravan from Kansas, and

had lived alone in a tent for several weeks before she could find more comfort-—

able quarters.

23 Willison, loc. cit.
24 Rocky Mountain News, June 13, 1860.

25 Rocky Mountain News, October 17, 1860.

26 mmma Shepard Hill, Foundation Stones (Brasdford-Robinson Printing
Co., Denver, Colorado, 1926), pp. 111-112,



A valiant soul like that was not easily daunted by the hardships and
perils of those early days. As for the little barbarians of the frontier
town who would soon have made the life of a less resolute teacher unbearable,
they speedily found their match in Miss Ring.

A week or so after the opening of her school she was walking, toward
dusk, out toward the bounds of civilization near Arapahoe Street when two
figures in war paint and Indian headdresses sprang out from behind a tree
brandishing knives and shouting, "Heap scalp! Big white squaw!" at which,
without a moment's pause, Miss Ring seized the nearest "Indian," and sternly
announcing "Heap spenk! Big white pappose !"laid on heavily, while the second
of the two lads who had planned with jocund hearts to "scare teacher into a
£it," loped away without waiting his turn.?7

Mr. Abner R. Brown in telling of some of the more interesting anecdotes
of his life in early Colorado described the following incident:

I once saw a big, unruly boy of fifteen years come into school

one day on his hands and knees to his seat. But just before he got
there, the little slender lady teacher grabbed a stick from the
pile of wood near the old fashioned fire place, planted her knees
on his back and pounded him till he begged to be let up and promised
to behave himself; and he kept his word.<28

The mining town teacher not only had to keep the students under par-
tial control but had to, at times, also contend with the townspeople as well.
Mr. George F. Willison in writing asbout the town of Leadville says:

John Kane, owner of the popular Catalpa Saloon, staggers home to

lunch, beats his wife into insensibility, and on his return invades

the schoolhouse. He knocks down the clock, kicks it to pleces in

sight of the fr ned children whose "baby faces would have soft-
ened the heart of a Herod," and ends up by firing twice at the

27 Robinson, loec. cit.

28 sbner R. Brown, “Anecdotes of my Life,’ Manuseript Collection,
Colorado State Historical Society Library, Denver, Colorado.
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terrified children as they flee across the yard. Kane returns un-
molested to his saloon.29

The pioneer teachers in the Colorado mining town had great difficulty
in earning a livelihood during these first days of th; gold rush, Their in-
come ranged from fifty to seventy-five dollars a month, depending on the num-
ber of pupils they could acquire and the number of parents who could be induced
to pay for their offspring's formal education.3® Many had to supplement their
income with sideline endeavors. Among these was "Professor" Goldrick. Colo-
rado pioneers love to discuss the singular and picturesque personality of the
"Professor," and they tell many amusing stories about him. One of these con-
cerns a duel to which he was challenged on account of one of his articles in
the Rocky Mountain News, the "Professor" eking out his pedagogical income by
acting as a reporter for this pioneer journal,

Goldrick had one bad habit--he would get tipsy now and then. And
drunk or sober, he had a nervous dread of fire arms. He was no coward, how-
ever, and accepted the challenge valiantly. Then he proceeded to empty a
bottle of whiskey in preparation for the trying ordeal. He appeared on the
"field of honor" in a thoroughly befuddled condition. His opponent was hardly
more sober, and the "seconds," who all along had been preparing the affair as
a practical joke, took the cartridges out of both dueling revolvers. At the
word "fire!" the two weapons snapped and Goldrick fell to the ground in the
full tipsy belief that he was shot. At that moment one of the jokers emptied
a bottle of red ink on the fallen man's snowy shirt front, and when the "Pro-

fessor" opened his eyes a second later in surprise at finding himself still

29 willison, op. cit., p. 181.

30 pirst Biennial Report of the Superintendent of Public Instruction of
Territory of Colorado, for the School Years Ending, September 30, 1871
D. C. Collier Printing Co., Central City, Colorado, 1872), p. 56.



in the land of the living, he caught one glimpse of the spreading red stain
end straightened himself out, moaning, "My God, I'm dead !"31

The territory was to wait two years before the first public schools
were opened, although early in December, 1860, "a mass meeting to take action
toward organizing a school district" was held in front of the Lindell Hotel
with "Professor" Goldrick acting as leader, and with a packing box for his
rostrum.32 Nothing materialized from this meeting because of the confused
political situation in Colorado.

Within a year after the first discoveries of gold on Cherry Creek,
definite steps were taken to secure the privileges of statehood. At the time
of the discovery of gold the territory which now comprises the State of Colo-
rado was part of the State of Kansas. The settlers under the leadership of
General William H, Larimer asked Congress that the gold fields be cut from
Kansas and organized as the Territory of Colona. When this request was re-
fused a convention was called of self-appointed delegates who proceeded to
establish a provisional government for the Territory of Jefferson as it was
named. This action was recognized neither by the Federal government in Wash-
ington or by Kansas. Kansas continued to administer the region as the County
of Arapahoe. The gold fields remained subject to two rival sets of authority
till 1861, when Congress organized them as the Territory of Colorado.33

With the advent of a legal territorial government it was now possible
to have an organized public school system. The actual beginnings of such a

system were made in a school act passed by the territorial legislature which

31 Robinson, logc. eit.

32 Rocky Mountain News, December 9, 1860,
33 y1114s0n, op. git., pp. 20-21.
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convened in Denver in September 1861.74 But a school act was of no avail
without some provisions for raising funds, and this provision was not made
until the second session of the legislature, in July 1862.37 County super-
intendents were elected to set up school districts in each of the counties.
"Professor" Goldrick was chosen to serve in that capacity for Arapahoe County,
that being the county in which Denver was located.36 It was while serving

in this position that he played a semi~-clerical part in a lynching. Business
had taken the "Professor" to a neighboring mining community, and while he was
there a Mexican was caught robbing the sluice boxes, This was the man's
second offense and it was promptly decided that the offender should be "strung
up.” "Professor" Goldrick was in the crowd that "tried" the Mexican and pro-
nounced sentence upon him, and though the kind-hearted "Professor" declared
himself opposed to lynch law he granted, as he put it, "that circumstances
must occasionally induce patriotic citizens to revise his judgment." However,
he protested that a doomed man should be given "the consolation of religion."
"Pray !" he thundered at the Mexican. "Pray, I tell you!"™ But the cringing
Mexican had apparently no prayers at his command, whereat the "Professor"

made himself master of the religious ceremonies and, after recounting at some
length the story of the crime, a black record which he assumed Divine Provi-
dence would accept as a sufficient excuse for the hanging, he concluded with
the following prayer: "This man is unfit to live. He is an outcast unworthy

of association with decent people--and so, O'Lord! take him to Thyself!“37

34 General Laws of the Territory of Colorado, Session I (Wm. Byers
Printing Company, Denver, Colorado, 182%), p. 87.

35 Ibid., Session II (Wm. Byers Printing Company, Denver, Colorado,
1863), p. 126.

36 Robinson, loec. eit.
37 1big.
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A short time after the hanging episode the "Professor," perhaps be-
cause of his inability tc curb his appetite for spirited drink, deserted the
teaching profession for that of a news reporter.38 In 186/ an event occured,
the reporting of which, brought to the "Professor® lasting fame in his newly

chosen profession. This was the Cherry Creek flood., William N. Byers, owner

and publisher of the Rocky Mountain News, knowing himself incapable of doing
justice to the tragedy assigned the catastrophe to Goldrick. This was the
results

About the midnight hour of Thursday, the nineteenth instant,
when almost 211 the town were knotted in the peace of sleep, deaf
to all noise and blind to all danger, snoring in calm security,
and seeing visions of remoteness radiant with the rainbow hues of
pest associations, or roseate with the gilded hopes of the fanei-~
ful future--while the full-faced queen of night shed showers of
silver from the gtarry throne o'er fields of freshness and fertil-
ity, garnishing snd suffusing sleeping nature with her balmy bright-
ness, fringing the feathery cottonwoods with lustre, enameling, the
house tops with coats of pearl, bridging the erst placid Platte
with beams of radiance, and bathing the arid sands of Cherry Creek
with dewy beauty-- a frightful phenomenon sounded in the distance,
and a shocking calamity presently charged upon us. . . . Hark!
What and where is this? A torrent or a tornado? These were the
questions soliloquized and spoken, one to the other. Has creation's
God forsaken us, and chaos come again? Our eyes night bewilder snd
our ears deceive, but our hearts, all trembling, and our sacred
souls soon whispered what it was. Alas, and wonderful to behold!
it wes the water engine of death dragging its destroying train of
maddened waves, that defied the eye to number them. . . . Vhat
does this mean? Have the wild waterspouts from all the clouds at
once conspired to drain their upper cisterns, and thus drench us
here in death? Have the firm foundations of the Almighty's earth
given way, and the fountains of the great deep burst forth on fallen
men, regardless of that rainbow covenant which spanned in splendor
yon arc of gky last evening? . . . Here one man was launched asleep
and naked on the watery ocean of eternity, to find his final fatal
refuge only in the flood-gate port of death. Precipitately and in
paroxysms, the tempestuous torrent swept along, bridging bank to
bank with billows high as hills piled on hills--with broken build-
ings, bables, bedsteads, baggage, boulders, mammoth trees, leviathan
logs, and human beings buffeting the billow crests. Next, reeled

38 1pbid.
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in it. Of course, the territory had not been legally organized for four years
but Collier's zeal won him the election in November, 1862, Much of the pro-
gress that was made in the early development of Colorado's educational facili-
ties may be attributed to Mr., Collier, who remeined ss county superintendent
of Gilpin County until 1868, He not only preserved in the performance of his
duty as county superintendent, but as the editor of the Register he was able
to wield an editorial pen in the effort to popularize local public education.
He was possessed of a conviction that "children had as much right te an edu-
cation as to the air they breathed." He believed the schools should be organ--
ized with the aim of being permanent institutions and his schools were the
first permenent ones in the territory.43
Within the next three years the schools of Gilpin County, under the
guidance of Superintendent Collier, made rapid improvement. In his report
to the Territorial Superintendent Collier wrote that three years earlier
there was not in the county a schoolhouse worthy of the name. The largest
school, that of Central Gity, occupied an old bowling-salocn. The second in
size, at Blaek Hawk, was an mbandoned billiard room. The third, that of Hevada,
occupied & room that was alternaltely school-rcom, tovn hsll, and bsll-room.
The rooms were uncomfortable, ill-ventilated, and shsbby, with furniture to
match, In 1868 every distriet, with one exception, owned a comfortable
building.éé
The number of schools increased as new school districts were organized

by the county superintendents in the verious counties. The greater number of

43 Hall, loc. cit.

44 Pirst Biennial Report of Territorial Superintendent, p. 4.
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these could hardly be called schools. In Jefferson County, for example,
there were twenty schools. Of these one-half were log buildings, which were
very poorly furnished, and were always uncomfortable. HNearly zll of these
were furnished with long, rudely constructed desks, at which pupils sat uwpon
benches of like length, A pail and a stove were usuélly supplied, but beyond
these nothing was found except an occasional black-board, smell and almost
useless. 42

Lack of gchool money also hampered several counties., The county
superintendent of Douglas County reported that three months in a year, on an
average, was as long as their districts were able to keep the schools open.
He did report, however, that several districts had voted special tax sufficient
to lengthen out the term to six .months.l’*6

The severe winter in the mountazin counties was a big handicap to edu-
ecation. Froam Clear Creek County came the report that there was not a pupll
deprived of the privilege of attending school, excepd during the winter season
when many of their trails and roads were blocked with snow. 47

The children were expected to furnish thelr own text-books. As the
fortune hunters came from every state in the Union a great variety of books
were in use. The county superintendent of Clear Creek County continued his
report with the following statement: %At present the grestest obstacle I have
to overcome, is the want of a uniform series of text-books."48  As late as

1870 the Territory could boast of but 132 books in school libraries.4

45 1pid., p. 59.
4 1ni4., p. 27,
47 Tpid., p. 56.
48 1piq.

1bid., o, 34.
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In 1370 there were 160 organized districts in the Tervitory with 120

schoollhiouses. Forty-one of these were frame buildings, four were hrick,

-5

U‘ﬂ

forty-four stone, twventy-five log, and six adobes There were 4357 pupils
enrolled,; with an asverasge daily sttendance of 2611, nob auite sixzty per cent
of the whole number. Eighty amole snd elghty-four femalc teachers presided
over the schools. Salaries ranged from sixteen dollers per month for the

lowest male lteacher and twenty-Cfive dollars for the lowest female teacher, to

L maximum of one hundred end seventy-three and one hundred dollarsg respective-

[x3]

ly. The average salary wag sixty-nine dollars for male and fifty-four dollars

s

for female teacher

In spite of the adverse conditions school teachers came to Colorede
. 5D e .-
in great numbers. Soon school teachers were in exc ess.?% The vages paid

teachers were on an average one-helf rmorce than they vere in the sta tcs,5j
Thig gerved as an inducement to teachers to come Lo the gold flelds.
The subjects taught vere generslly as follows: Swelling, reading,

writing, geography, Bnglish grawaasr, srithmebtic, elocutlion, veezl music, snd

United States history. The books used were: HeGuffey's Speller and Reader:

Mitchell's, McNslly, and Monbeith's Geopraphieg; Hoy's Mcental and Practical

Arithmetics Pineo's Gramar; Goodrich's History of the United Stateg, and

Kirkhem's Elocut:‘mn:‘is’c..5/+

Ag the mining towns beecame more permenent in nature wilth the passage

G. E. Himman to Charles Howard, May 29, 1869,

First Bienndel Repert of Territorisl Superintendent, u. 64.
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of years a i of educational demands is evident, This is showwm
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by a comparison of the first school law, of 1861, and the law of 1876, in
reforence to gualificsation of teachers. The early law required examination

of beachers in spolling, reading, arithmetic, geogrephy, history of the United

. . 353
Statew, and English grammar.5) The latter law required examination in orthog-~

raphy, reading, writing, arithmetie, English groammer, geography, history of

the United States--ineluding the Constitution of the United States, physiology,
lows of health, clements of natural sclence, thecry and prectice of teaching,
and school lav as pertained to the dutisg and responsibllities of the teach-
ers.56

8 :, o

Many of the cowaby superintendents weore neither qualil

W
&
j
€
S

enced enough in school menagement to organize good sgchools. It wa
unfortunate that the schools often became the center of constant polivical
conflict that on several occaslons almost resulled in blobdsheda Leadville
was the scene of internal strife. ALlmost every day Dr. Robert E. Stewart,
president of the local board of educabion, discharged from his pogt--or was
hinsell discharged by--one B. F. Jay, %our notorious shilly-shally, wishy-
washy, wit-gtarved expounder of vulgarity, this silly snipe or jay-bird, who

>

calls himself by the neme of the County Superintendent of Schools.¥ The one

who reached the schoolhiouse first in the morning would forbid the octher to
enter. In one of their endless cuarrels over jurisdiction, prestige, and
snoils, Dr. Stewart met his rival with a leveled pistol and a command not to

57

advance another step toward the school building upon pain of death.

Ut

£ . < -~ v 2
72 General Laws of the Territory of Colorado, Session I, p. &8.

——o—

Ibid., Segsion XI (Wm. Byers Printing Coapany, UDenver, Colorado,
8/0), Pe l:-_)-

57 a- . —_—.
Fillison, ¢o. gib., w. 1V6.
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Territorial Superintendent of Schools H. M. Hale deplored the lack of accurate
reports from the county superintendents. The county superintendents in turn
complained of the inefficiency of their predecessors.SB

During the early fbrmative stage of the public school system the pri-
vate parochizl schools were of material benefit to both the students and the
"infant% publie system. The Catholic, Episcopal, Baptislt, and Methodist
sponsored schools permitted children other than those of families of their
respective faiths to attend. This poliey took care of the over-flow from the
i1l equipped public schools. They also had stern rules of attendance and
behavior. Four absences would bring a warning, six a letter home and eight,
expulsion. Pupils could not be kept from school to run errands or do chores.”?
The church mission schools were operated in the interest of the pupils and
definitely performed a great service during those early days.

From the appearance of "Professor® Goldrick and his "plug" hat in 1859
to the silver rush of 1875 was one of the most interesting and certainly one
of the nmost colorful periods in the educational history of owr country. From
the ignoble beginning made by those educational pioneers Mr. 0. J. Goldrick,
Mr, Abner R, Brown, Miss Indiana Sopris, Miss Lydia Maris Ring, and Mr. David
G. Collier, the schools of the mining communities of Colorade made rapid ad-
vancement., Prom crude log cabins in remote mountainous country with little
or no equipment, with no definite means of support, trying to meet the need
of the most variable of populations the "Pikes Peck or Bust" fortune hunters

saw their schools progress until they were operating as free public schools,

58

First Biennial Report of Territorial Superintendent, p. 23.

29 Daily Miners Regigter, April 2, 1867.
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with organized distriets, a tax program for support, fairly comfortable build-
ings, and gualified teachers.

So the "Professor® lived tc see his dreams materialize, not for him-
self but for the children of the frontier.

"What brings you here, stranger?" he was asked.

"Majora Rerum initis!" was the quick reply.

What tribe talk is that?v
"I am glad to answer you, sir, that is Latin, and it means 'The be-

ginning of greater things,' at least I hope.”



Uy name ls Joe Dovers
I have a hrother Ike.
I'm all the wey from Mlssowri
and on the road to Pesk Pike.
Busted by pua!
Although meny gold seekers in Colorado experilenced failure, as hud

Joe Bowerg, the endless throng of fortune hunters continued on its way across
tlie barren plezing. The journey to the gold fields was not a pleasure jaunt.
Hunger, privations, snd hardships were met almost frow the beginning. Az the
wicneers traveled westward their raisbow of dreems, with the pot of gold al-
woys at the end of it, remained aluays to urge them onwerd, Ag they moved
slong over the routes to the land of gold their supplies gave oub and their
auimals perished from exhsustion., Many left thelr fumilies and friends in
wrmarked graves by the gide of the trail. Bub throuvgh all the heartaches,
diversities, and toll, the great majority of people were hoppy, hopeful and
determined. To keep thelr hopes high they twned to song as they mede their
wgy to what they hoped would be their fortunes. In every wagon train one would
find & fiddle, jewg-hsrp, guitar or accordian. With every group of men push-
ing and tugging hand-ecartc ovef the weary mileg one would find a musiecal in-
gtrument of some kind., To these minstrels of the trail must be given credit

for aiding many a disccouraged, would-be miner scross the many miles of endless

Jerome C. Smiley, History of Denver, o. 239,




prairie.
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Upon arriving at Denver City the ploneers raced on to the digginpgs

where their interests were centered. There

they scratched, dug and fought

for the golden ore. Bubt in the evenings when the day's search was over the

miners had time to turn to lighter things.

seated around the camp fire at night, sometimes dirty, wet and discouraged

Many a rough, ill-clad gold humter

from the day's futile toil, sometimes jubilant after a lucky find, expressed

his pent up feelings in song. Usually it was some old ballad remembered from

the days at home in the states. OSomebimes i
tion. Usually his thoughts were expressed 1
the song was the work of a master.

In the first and only issue of The C

t was the individual's own creg-—

n a crude way but onee in avhile

herry Creek Pioneer appears a

song which, while hardly a musical gem, port

1859,

rays the conditions in the year

Song For the Times

by a Frontier Individual

Tune--"Hard Times" come aga
Theres a crowd in every vil

Who are going to gather up
Theres a sound in @ every co

'Pikes Peak' is the land fo

Chorus -~ 'Tis the life and
'Pikes Peak,' 'Pikes Peak,’
Many ways we have wanderd &

'Pikes Peak! is the place t

in no more [sic)

lage, and every
town, astir,
the gold;
ttage, and a wring
in every ear,
r the young and
old.

the dream of
the many,
the land of the
brave and bold,
nd now we
are told,
o get the gold.



There's & youn: lovely maiden, searce six-
teen summers old,
Whose thoughts o'er the distant prairie
roam,
There the idol of her vision is 01bu1nw for
the gold—-
Pikes Perk' 1s the place to make your
howe,
Chorusg == 1'Tig the 1ife ond the dreasm of
the nany, ete.
Fare thes well, says the farmer to his Joviag
child und wife,
Be merry ti1l the day we meel ngaln,
For we'll form then no longer, but lead =«

iPikes Peal!

happy life.
get the tin.

N
is

the pliace to

'T am tired? says the merchant 'of selling
soods for yeurs?
When & fortune can be made in half the
time.
So he takes a barrel of whiskey, besides a
sweitzer checse
'Pikes Peak! is the place of his design.
There ig youths of cvery nation and men
from far and near,
Who are golng to moke thelr fortunes

guick,
There goes Paddy with his shovel, there
Yoccup with his beepr~-
'Pikes Peak'! is the place to raise the chinlk. 2

As the day cane bo

lights of tho wany saloons

a close, some of the miners were attracted by the

and ganbling halls,

Every better “polace of

chance® had its ¢

fiddle, cornet, banjo, and piano.

1

the clink of

©
“3

alt the table

glagges

scroechy orchestra,

would raise

Cherry

Creck

at the bar, and the monotonous csll-song of the g

vhich usually consigted of

There the men accempanied the orchestrs,

their voices in those mopular songs of the day:

Pioneor (Deaver, Colorsdo), April 23, 1859.
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"Lily Dale," "Twenty Years Ago," "Yellow Rose of Texas,” and "Sweet Betsy
from.Pike.“B

Oh, don't you remember sweet Betsy from Pike,
Who crossed the big mountains with her lover; Ike,
With two yoke of cattle, a large yellow dog,
A tall Shanghai rooster, and one spotted hog.

Chorus -- Oh good-by, Pike County, Farewell for a while;
Wet'll come back again when we've panned out our pile.

They soon reached the desert, where Betsy gave out,
And down in the sand she lay rolling about;

While Ike, in great tears, looked on in surprise,
Seying, "Betsy, get up; youw'll get sand in your eyes."

Oh good-by, Pike County, Farewell for a while;
We'll come back again when we've panned out our pile.

The Shanghail run off and the cattle all died;

The last piece of bacon that morning was fried.
Poor Ike got discouraged, and Betsy got mad;

The dog wagged his tail sand looked wonderful sed.

Ch good-by, Pike County, Farewell for a while;
We'll come back again when we've panned out our pile.

Cne morning they climbed up a very high hill,

And with wonder looked down into old Placerville;
Tke shouted and said, as he cast his eyes dovn,
"Sweet Betgy, my darling, we've got tc Hangtown I

Oh good-by Pike County, Farewell for a while:
We'll come back again when we've panned out our pile.ZP

These men of the frontier had s love of music, either as listeners
or as performers. The mountains echoed with their songs and the blare of
their bands. At first it was the saloon orchestras, then the theatre bands,
and during the Civil War the regimentsl band called out to aid the work of

&
the Union recruiting office.” In 1864 a group of musicelly minded miners met

3 George F. Willison, Here They Dug the Gold, p. 20.

4 gatis W. Coleman and Adolph Bregman, Songs of American Folks (The
John Day Company, New York, 1942), pp. 30-31.

5 Duily Miners Register (Cemtral City, Colorade), august 25, 1863.
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and crgsnized "The Central City Brass Band."6 This was the first town band
in Coloradeo. The next year the band made its first street appearanceo7
The band wag composed of amateurs; consequently, its performance was not
congistent. Observers reported that at times it played with "rare melody
and skill.”8 At other times reports were less favorable.?

There was also considerable spontaneous singing. The diary of a
pioneer reveals that the miners while al work sometimes Yhad a noisy time in
the way of singing" and that lster in the evening one might hear, while
strolling the streets, a group of Cornishmen in a saloon singing "Trafalgar
Bay" or YThe Wreck of the Arethusa."10

From this spontanecus singing came the old ballads of the mining
camps. Who the composers were no one remembers but the songs live on after
these many years., Some like "The Happy Miner® reflect a carefree attitude:

I'm & happy miner, I love to sing and dance.

1 vonder what my love would day if she could see my pants,

With canvas patches on my knees and one upon the stern.

111 weer them when I'm digging here and home when I return.

Refrain:

So I get in a jovial way, I spend my money free.
And I've got plenty! Will you drink lager beer with me?

She writes aboult her poodle dog, but never thinks to says

"Oh, do come home, my honey dear, I'm pining all away."

I11]1 write her half a letter, then give the ink a tip.
If thet don't bring her to her milk I'11 cooly let her rip.

6 1bid., December 15, 1864.
7 Ibid., September 26, 13865.
8 1bid., September 15, 1866.
9 Ibid., October 24, 1866.

10 g, g, Hawley, Diary of Central City," Munuscript Collection, Colorade
State Historieal Society Library, Denver, Golorado.



They wish to know if I can cook and what I have to eat,

And tell me should I take = cold be sure and sosk my feet.

But when they talk of cooking I'm mighty hard to beat,

I've made ten thousand loaves of bread the devil couldn't eat.

I like a lazy partner so I can take my ease,

Luy down and talk of golden home, as happy as you please;

Without a thing to eat or drink, awsy from care and grief--

I'm fat and sassy, ragged, too, and tough as Spanish beef.

I've never changed my fancy shirt, the one I wore away,

Until it got so votten I finally had to say:

"Farewell, old standing collar, in all thy pride of starch.

I've worn thee from December till the seventeenth day of March.®

No matter whether rich or poor, I'm happy as a clanm.

I wish my friends at home could look and see me as 1 am.

With woolen shirt and rubber boots, in mud up to my kneesgzq

And lice as large as chili beans fighting with the fleas.

In one of the first petitions submitted to the Denver People's
Government was a demand for immediate action "to abate the nuisances existing
in the city under the guise of games of chance: the "Strap Game," the "Thim-
ble Game," and "Three Card Monte.® The City Fathers passed such an ordinance
but the games went on. "Here you are, gentlemen," cried a three-card monte
expert. "This ace of hearts is the winning card. Watech it closely! Follow
it with your eyes as I shuffle. Here it is, and now here, now here, and
now—-where? If you point it out the first time, you win; but if you miss,
you lose. Here it is, you see. I take no money from paupers, cripples, or
orphan children. The ace of hearts! It is my regular.trade, gentlemen, to
move my hands guicker than the eye. The ace of hearts! Who will go me

twenty?“12 The results were usually that expressed by a frontiersman in the

song ®In the Summer of Sixty."

11 sohn A. Lomex and Alan Lomax, Cowboy Songs and cther Frontier
Ballads (The Macmillan Company, New York, 1938), pp. 383-384.

12

Willison, op. cit., pp. 79-80.



In the summer of Sixty, as you very well know,

The excitement at Pike's Peak was then all the gos
Many went there with fortunes end spent what they had
And came back flat busted and looking guite sad.

'"Twaz then I heard farming was a very fine branch,
So I spent most of my money in buying a ranch,

And when I got to it with sorrow and shame,

I found a big miner had jumped my fine claim.

So I bought a revolver and swore I'd lay low
The very next fellow that treated me so;

I then went to Denver and cut guite a dash
And took extra pains to show off my cash.

With a fine spsn of horses, my wife by my side,

I drove through the streets with my hat on one side;
ds vwe were a-goin' past old "Denver Hall,"

Sweet music came out that did charm us all.

Says I, "let's go in see what's the muss,
For I feel right now like having 2 fuss."
There were tables strung out over the hall,
Some was a-whirling a wheel with a ball;

Some playing cards and some shaking dice

ind lots of half-dollars that looked very nice.

I finslly strayed to a table at last

Where all the poor suckers did seem to stick fast.

And there stood a man with card in his hand,

And these were the words which he did cormmand,
"How, gents, the winning card ig the ace.

I guess you will know it if I show you its face.®

One corner turned down, it's plain to be seen,

I looked at the feller and thought he was green,
One corner turned down, 'twas so plain to be seen
I looked at the feller and thought he was green.

Se I bet all my money, and, lo and behold!

'Tuas o tray spot of clubs, and he took all my gold,
Then I went home and crawled into bed

And divil a word to my wife ever saild.

"Twas early next morning I felt for my purse
Biting my lips to keep down a curges;

Yes, 'twas early next morning as the sun did rise
You might have seen with your two blessed eyes,

27



=8

In an ox wagon, 'twas me and wmy wife,
Going down the Platte River for death or for life.13

In 1861 the Mountain Musical Association was formed in Central City
and was presenting "splendid concerts."% The children slso played a part
in the musical entertainment by appearing in public musical programs sponsor-
ed by the Sunday Schools of the various eamps.l5

In the middle sixties the members of the "Bowen Family," consisting
of four singers, were glving concerts in the mining communities. They offer-~
ed these selections, among others: "Gay and Happy," "Wait Till the Good
Times Coming Come," "Kissing is Fun," "Billy Boy," 9"Little White Church
on the Hill,® "Horth and South," "HMountaineer's Farewell," "We Meet Upon
the Level,” "The Valley of the West," and "One Flag or no Flag."16

Further evidence of fhe people's interest in music is the giving of
private instructions in "the rudiments of voecal music® to the young people
who cduld afford the cost. These legsons were given by the "Bowen Family"
ags they traveled through the “diggings."l7 The public schools also offered
training in voczl music as a pert of their curriculum and often gave programs

for the public.18

Local literary societies were formed in the mining towns. They served

13 Louise Pound, American Ballads and Folk Songs (Scribner's Sons,
liew York, 1922), p. 189.

14 Rocky Mountein News, February 27, March 13, March 20, 1861,

15 pri-leekly Miners Register (Cemtral City, Colorade), March 16,
18633 Daily Miners Register, January 1, 1864 and Decewber 24, 1864.

16 Daily Miners Register, January 15, 1865 and March 23, 1866,

17 Tvid., Jenuary 15, 1865 and April 3, 1865,

18 1nid., March 30, 1865.
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as & means of release to those people with musicsl talent. These meetings
were usually quite elaborate affairs and included instrumental and vocal
renditions of such songs as "The Raven," "Kingdom Come,” Y3Spring,¥ "Moon~
light," YThe Mocking Bird," My Mountein Home," and "Marseilles Hymn.”lg
The desire of the people for a chance to play as well as to listen is found
in the suggestion of concertinas, guitars, vieling, and accordians as appro-

priate Christmos gifts,<C

in the possession of crgans and pisncs in some of
the homes,21 and in the advertisement of sheet music by the local book stores.
Some of the popular numbers for sale in Denver in 1872 were "The Litile 0ld
Log Cabin in the Lane," ¥(all we Darling Once Again,® ¥"The Vagabond,”
"Love's Pleading,® "Sparkling Polka,"” and "Savior Breathe an Evening Bless-
ing.“22

1t was the custom in the mining towns for the "select set” to gather
for sociables, After polite conversation had become dull end the refresh-
ments had been consumed the.group would gather around the organ or planc and
respond to its urge to siné and to listen to solos. One popular veocallst in
the circle was usually called upon to sing such old favorites, as "Kitty of
Coloraine,® *"Noresh; the Pride of Kildare," "Sweet Véle of Avoea," and the
. "Potatoe Famine.“23 It was also a custom in the.mining townas for the 'unseleceb
set,” and many of the "select’; to gather in the larger beer halls. Each had

a singer or two to render in a throety voice, to suddenly hushed audiences,

19 Ivid., December 1, 186.

]
2

0 Daily Central City Register, December

2l 1big., February 27, 1872.

, 1869,

2 Bocky Mountain News, April 20, 1872.

23 . R - . . iy
7 Franeis C. Young, Echoes from sreadia (Lonsing Brothers, Denver,
Coloredo, 1213}, 5. 39.
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such old favorites as "Silver Threads Among the Gold,® "Cottage by the Sea,”
and "Papa, Stay Home, Don't lLeave Me Tonight."” Frequently, in sudden out- |
bursts of deep emotion, the men showered a singer with silver after a pertic-
ularly affecting number, for as one homesick miner remarked, Ythese poor de-
spised beer hall singers were a sort of cropped angel efter all. ek

In 1872, with the building of the Teller House on steep-pitchad
Eureka Street, Central City could boast, and did, of the largest and most
civilized hostelry in the Pike's Pesk country.25 No sooner was the building
finished than a "Professor" Barnum was employed by Henry Teller, owner of
the Teller House and later United States Senator from Colorado, to organize
and develop a brass and string band. The purpose of this band was to play
for dinner programs at the hotel and on other sultable occasions.26

The year 1872 was a great one in ﬁhe history of Central City, the
Teller House, "Professor” Barnum, and the young boys of the comwunity. Presi~
dent Ulysses S. Grant made a trip to Colorado. While there he visited Central
City and stayed at the Teller House. His reception was a very lively affair,
Descending from the stage coach after a breath-taking drive up Virginia Canyon,
President Grant was ceremoniously escorted along a path of solid silver bricks
laid from the middle of the street to the entrance of the Teller House., The
grand parade was staged to the accompaniment of "Professor” Barnum's brass
band blaring forth with martial music and boys on the roof of a neighboring
livery stable tossing snowballs at the President's plug hat°27

Jith the coming of the bonanza days, the horny-hended miners, grubbing

<4 yillison, op. cit., p. 201.
25 Ibid., p. 67.
26 paily Contral City Register, May 26, 1872.

ary o
<7 Willicon, op. git., pp. 293-294,
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for wealth by day, sought nightly relaxzation in music and drama. As their
wealth increased, their grand pianos, Steinway squares, and marble top furni-
ture of walnut followed them over steep trails. The giving of the opera
"The Bohemian Girl" in old Belvidere Theater, emphasized the need for a new
opera~house for more ambitious attractions, With more home-mede millionaires
per acre than snywhere else, little Gilpin County demanded the very best, and
got it. Rough miners plunked down bags of gold dust on the barrelhead to
build their opera house in 1873. With the completion of the opera house
many were now able to listen to the fine music and culture they had left be-
hind .

This was fhe music of the mining towns of Colorado. With a littie
imagination one could almost transplant himself to the streets of Centrsl
City back in 1872 when, in the evening, one could hear the songs of the miners
as they sang thelr songs in the saloons and on the streets, as an "electric
0il end patent medicine man® sang and joked to the sccompaniment of a banjo
while Barnum's band played on the balcony of the Teller House and "two drums
and a cracked fife" at Concert Hzll added to the din.??

One of the first to spread the news of the finding of gold in Cherry
Creeck was George S. Simpson,30 Simpson spent the greater part of his life
in Colorado. Living out his days in the mountains and along the streams he

had lesrned to love so well. L Many men, women, and children came to the

28 Charles F. Collisson, "Opera Revived in the Heart of the 1859
Gold Rush," Rtude, LXV (Jenuary, 1947), p. 9.

29 Daily Central City Register, July 10, 1872.

30 Rugene Parsons, The Moking of Colorado; a Historical Sketch (A.
Flanegan Company, Chicsgo, 1908), p. 128,

31

Holie Mumey, Early Settlement of Deunver, p. 43.




mountaing as a result of George Simpgon's discovery. Many stayed for the
remzinder of their lives. They learned to love the music of the wind .
rustling through the sspens and the murmur of the mountain gtream as it made
its way over the boulders. Mr. Simpson has beautifully expressed the wishes
and feelings of these hardy piloneers with these words:

Lay me at rest on yon towering height
Where the silent c¢loud shadows glide~-
Where solitude holds its slumberous reign
Fsr away from the human tide,

I foin would sleep near the old pine tree
That looks down on the vslley below,

Like & soldier guarding a comrade's grave,
Or & sentinel watching a foe.

'Tuas a refuge once, in bygone time,
When a pitiful fate was near,

When my days were young snd full of love
For a 1life I held tco dear,

Through all the long years that have passed away
Since that night of storm and dread

I've prayed that the boughs that sheltered me then
Might wave o'er my dust when dead.

Delve deep my grave in the sbern gray rock;
In its rigid embrsce let me rest, :
With naught by my name on the stone at my head
And the symbol of faith on my breast.

One mourner may remember where sleeps

In his rock-ribbed tomb, the lone dead,

Msy breathe for the loved ogne to heaven a prayer,
A tesr to his memory shed .22

32 Mumey, op. cit., pp. 42-43.



CHAPTER III
THE THEATRE

Lifes but & walking shadow; a poor player
That struts and frets his hour upon the stage,
And then is heard no more.

In the original male soclety of the mining towns of Colorado there
were meager facilities at first for the expression of man's normal urge for
sociality.2 Some of the miners perverted their natural craving for recrea-
tional release by indulging intemperately in drinking and gambling, while
others found more wholesome ways of employing their leisure.

However, this poverty of social activities did not long enduwre, for
even in the early years efforts were mzde tc supply this need of the miners,
and as soon as women were present in the ceamps in greater numbers a more nearly
normal social life was made possible., Scon single men and couples could
choose among theatrieal performances, balls, sociables, lectures, and numerous
other recrestional and cultural functions.>

As a result of this demand for entertainment a building was erected

in July, 1859, on the north side of Larimer Street in Denver. This two story

frame building was opened in August ss ¥Apollo Hall.” The first floor sérved

1 Yi11iem Shakespeare, Macbeth, Scene V, Act V (John W. S. Hows,
editor, Shakespearicn Resder).

2 Henry Villard, The Past and Present of the Pikes Peak Gold Region
(Fdited by L. R. Hafen, Princeton University Press, Princeton, New Jersey,
Reprint 1932), p. 79.

3 Rocky Mountain News (Denver, Colorado), December 12, 1860.




as a comblnation resisursnt, gambling hall, and saloon. The second floor was
converted into a general meeting place.4 4 troup under the management of
Colonel Charles R. Thorne gave the first performsnce in the new hall on the
evening of October 3, 1859. Colonel Thorne was a pioneer theatrical manager.
He had staged performances in California and Australia. Thinking the possi-
bilities of & theater in the Cherry Creck region good he decided to take a
show wesgt. Ile loaded his company into ox-wagons, bade'Leavenworth, Kansas,
good~by and headed for the gold filelds. After building a temporary stage

st one end of Apollo Hall, CGolonel Thorne and hig troup was ready to perform.
Even with the temporary stage the thester was not satisfactory for good per-
formances. 7The suditoriwm was a very roughly furnished place. The walls
were rough finished and unplastered. The ceiling was the high pitched roof.
For 1light Colonel Thorhe placed ltwelve candles around the room. Candles
also served as footlights. The theater would seat any three hundred and
filty people willing to pay one dollar in gold dust to sit huddled upon its
rough snd splintery wooden benches.”

The announcement of the theater was heraslded in the Rocky Mountaln

Hews. The theater opened to a crowded house of gold seekers. The progranm
began with a play "The Cross of Gold," with Colonel Thorne appearing in the
role of Sergeant Austerlitz. A popular song, "Magpile's by My Side," was sug
by Miss Flora Wakely; a dance by Mademoiselle Haydee, who was a half-sister
of FPlora Wakely, and a farce coumpleted the evenings performance.6 Throughout

the performance the customers and the actors were bothered by the din of

4 Nolie Mumey, Early Settlement of Denver 1599-1360, p. 169.

Mumey, op. c¢it., p. 170.

6 Rocky Mountain News, September 30, Qctober 6, 1859,
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clinking glasses, rattling billiard balls and uproarious songs rising from
the saloon below,’

Not to be oubtdone by Denver City, Jumes Reed erected Cobola Hall in
the southwest corner of Ferry and Fourth Streets in Auraria which was across
Cherry Creek. This theater was later known as Reed's Theater. The show
opened Monday evening, October 24, 1859, with the Cibola Minstrels, who gave
a very fine performance.8 Because of competition from Reed's Theater Colonel
Thorne ended his performances in Denver with "William Tell® and fled his
creditors never to return.

Mlle. Haydee assumed the management of the troup and renamed it
"Haydee's Star Cowpsny." The group was composed of Mlle. Haydee, her two
hzlf-sisters, Flora and Loulse Wakely, and Mike Dougherty, a miner from
Gregory Guleh who had great natural talent as o singer and an actor.”

After a short stay in Denver the "Haydee's 3tar Company" made a tour
of the mountain mining settlements., Their performances at Mountain City, in
Haedely Hall, were so well received that they stayed on through the first
part of the year 1860.10 Hadely Hall was the roughly finished upstairs of
a log building. The miners, ¢lad in work clothes, boots, and hats; and
wearing pistols at thelr belts, paid gold dust and black sand at $2.50 a

head to gsee Mlle. Haydee and her company perfcrm.ll

7 George F. Willison, Here They Dug for Gold, p. 113.

8 Rocky Mountain News, October 28, 1859,

9 Willison, op. git., p. 114.

10 Rocky Mountain News, Jenuary 25, February 1, March 21, 28, April 11,

1860.

11 Ibid., February &, 1860.
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¥ike Dougherty left the Haydee troup, returned to Denver and formed
o company of his own. He was joined by Jack Langrishe who became the most
fomoug trouper of his day in the west. Among the plays presented by Langrishe
and Dougherty were, "His Last Legs" and a farce "Nature and Philosophy."
They were well received by the audiences not only for their low comedy, but
also for their "Pat Cusey," "Wight Hands," and other popular songs of the
day. They performed in Denver for six months before making a tour of the
Clear Creek camps, playing at the Montana Theatre in Central City for six
weeks.1? The Montana Theater was described by a reporter for the Register
in the following manner:
The interior is finished with white wesh, snd the drop cur-
tin displays pictures of thick headed Dubchmen and women., A
portrait that must have been meant for Shakespeare looks sadly
up from its place near the saw-log that holds the curtain down.
The benches are hard snd stiff, but when the tinkling of the
manager'!'s bell signalled the rise of the curtain the people for-
got their difgomforts and were lost in the mimic allurement
. before them,*+”
During the time Langrishe and Dougherty were performing at the
Montana Theater Mlle. Haydee and her star compsny was also attracting

crowds In Central City. They vere performing in the Olympic Theater. There

they treated the people to a combinstion bill of a drama and a farce at each

appearance. The dramas included "The Maid of Croissey," '"Lucille, or the
Broken Heart,® "The Brotherhood of the Rose," and "Macbeth,” and some of
of the farces were "The Wandering Minstrel,® WIrish Tutor," and "Fellow

Clerks. "4

12 willison, op. cit., p. 114.

13 paily central City Register, May 2, 1869,

14 Rocky Mountain News, October 24, 31, November 7, December 5,

1860 L]
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Langrishe and Dougherty continued to tour the mining camps with
great success. They returned to Denver in 1861 and constructed their own
theater, which was named the Denver Theater. There melodrama and farce did
not exclusively hold forth on the stage. One of the programs advertised
was & "Grand Vocal and Instrumental Concert by Alexander Sutherland, assisted
by Thirty-one Performers, many of them lately srrived from the East." Suther-
land was Engligh and had served in the British army. He was a bugler and
cornet player of venown, having blown the signal for the immortal Light
Brigade charge at Balaclava. The program for the "Grand Vocal and Instru-
mental Concert® as announced was as follows:

Anvil Chorus (Mr. Meyers having kindly loaned six anvils,

to render the chorus more effective) . . Full Chorus
Cornet So0lo » & 4 4 ¢« v o 4 « v o 4 o« o Mr, Olmstead
Overture, The Lone Star, or the Opening of the Battle of
Charleston (the Overture to commence with a Salvo of
Artillery, Col. Potter and Capt. Hawley having kindly
loaned the use of cannon . . . . . . . . Full Chorus
Cornet Solo « &+ « ¢ v ¢ & « & « + « » . Mr, Sutherland
The St. Louls Serenaders in Quartette
will make their first appearance
Positively the Last Appearance
of

ALEXANDER SUTHERLAND
before his departure for the states.

15

Mike Dougherty soon died of drink at Central City, and Langrishe
established a dramatic circuit which each year provided Denver with a six
months theatrical season. Central City had one of three months, while the
remaining three months were variously divided among the other camps—-Fairplay,
Buckskin Joe, and Montgomery in South Park; French Gulch and Delaware Flats

16

on the Blue River; Georgian Gulch and California on the upper Arksnsss.

15 Willison, op. ¢it., pp. 114~115.

16 Ibid., p. 116.
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With the gold seckers coming to the mining camps in ever increasing
numbers more and more theaters were erected. After aJday's toil the ainers
demanded recrestion, and there were numerous people ready to meet their de-
mand. By 1862 Central City had several theaters. The play-goers could
choose betueen the offerings of such plays as "The Soldier's Daughter,?
"Uncle Ton's Cabin," "Ruthven the Vampire,® "The Iron Chest,® "Toodles,”
"The Bottle Imp," and others.t7

In the summer of 1863 an Bnglish treveler who was visiting Central
City attended the Montana Theater, of which he wrote:

It was a rough-hewn building of pine with s parquette and a

gallery capable of accommodating a large number. There I saw Hamlet
performed, and though the ghost was not very spiritusl, Gerirude

not very gueenly, and the courtiers not very courtier-~like, the

play was, on the whole, very well pul on the stage; even the Prince
of Denmmark, if unlike Fletcher's impersonation; was I thought very
well rendered,”

Sometimes the miners became very rowdy, especially when the enter-

tainment was not to their taste. In August, 1863, the editor of the Daily

Miners Register complained of the interruptions from the gallery. Some rowdies

in the gallery picked up a man and threatened to throw him over the railing,
but some one yelled "Don't waste him, save him to kill the fiddler with.“19

On another occasion a number of pigs were carried hy the minergfinto the
gallery. When the lady sopranc would reach her high notes the miners would
twist the tails of the pigs to make them squeal. This naturally brought forth

riotous laughter from the zudience and confusion to the entertainer.2Y If

17 Rocky Mountain Newg, January 4, March 29, 1362,

18 4. 0. Morris, Rambles in the Rocky Mountaing (Smith-Elder, London,
¥Fngland, 1864), p. 216.

19 Daily Miners Register, August 20, 1863.
2

O 1big., August 28, 1863.



the ghow was dull or not to the miners' tastes, riots sometimes would break
out. Chairsg would be jerked out from under members of the audience, lights
blown out, stoves pushed over, benches torn down, the doors taken off, and
usually some one was wounded by gun fire.<1

As darkness began to settle over the mining towns the miners'! steps
would be directed toward the various places of szmusement. To attract the
ren's attention the theater brass bsnds were formed by the theater manage-
went., These bands livened up the spirits of the men and soon the streets
took on a {estival atmosphere. DLvery evening the brass bands took their
place before their particular show house. There they struck up to contend
in friendly rivalry for an hour or more. Then, one by one, they marched off
with a great voar of brass and pounding of drums to parade through the toun
from one end to the other. Small boys fcllowed along behind with banners

telling of cen-can dancers, female bathers, daring tumblers, dramatic per-
22

formences, Wegro minstrels, musical concerts, and other eatertainment.
A boy carrying = lamp trooped along side of each musician so thgt he could
read hies music. Sometimes the lamp earvier would turn to wove at some friend
on the sidewslk and cateh the tinsel trappings of the musician's uniform on
fire. When this happened the music would stop abruptly znd the lsmp dropped,
as the boy took to his heels, hotly pursued by the musician, who would be
blocked and tripped by the miners as they cheered on the frightened boy.23

After parading through the toun, the bands would reassemble in front

of their respective theabers to pley again until nine o'clock, when they

21 Willison, gp. cit., p. 211.

22 Daily Central City Register, August 19, 1871.

23 Willison, op. c¢it., p. 208.
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would go inside as the curtain went up, sometimes not to go down again until

three or four in the morning.zé |
The thesters often offered attractions direct from the lsrger cities

of the east. One of these was "Around the World in Eighty Days® produced

by the Kiralfy brothers, Imre, Arnold and Bolossy, which performed at Denver,

Centrel City, and Leadville.?9 The Kiralfy brothers carried a company of

several hundred persons with camels, elephants, tigers, lions, and such as

added scenery for their show. The production was based on Jules Vernes

claasic Argund the World in Eighty"Davs.zé

The performance was divided into thirteen scenes, sach scene de-
picting a stop on the trip around the world. There were daring robberieg,
duels, elephant hunts, grand parsdes of Brahmin Priests, battle scenes and
rescues, brilliant oriental festivals, dances by lovely ladies in sumptuous
attire, Sioux Indlans on the war-path, women captured by the Indians, the
United States troops to the rescue, ship wrecks, boilers bursting, 1ife boats
being launched, ships sinking beneath the waves, and, to end it 8ll, barely
making it around the world in eighty days, with fond hearts united, a triple
wedding*27 The show was staged with megnificent scenery snd sound éffects.
The miners paid five dollars in gold dust for admittence and sat open mouthed
with awe throughout the entire performance.

One of the pioneer theatriczl producers in the mining camps was

Charles Algernon Sidney Vivian, an English actor,; who in 1867 founded the

%4 Tpid,
L

5 Ibid., p. 209.

Edward B. Marks, They All Had Glsmour (Julian Messner, Inec., Hew
York, 1944), p. 22.

=7 Ividg., p. 27.

L




Jolly Corks, from which in time emerged the Benevolent Protective Order of

Elks. Vivian played in the various mining towns and eventually landed in

a ).

Lesdville., There he took over a mammoth tent and converted it into the
Vivian Opera House. HHe presented several plays to the gold digging theuter-
goersg, one of them being "Oliver Twist,” but lhe enterprize soon failed.
Vivian then did variety turns at the Grand Central and other lLeadville
theaters. ¥He died in Leadville in March, 1830, WNine years after his death

his body was removed to Flk's Rest in Mbt. Hope Cemcter Boston, HMassschue-
v b 9 9

[+3
setts.zu

One performance that never failed to please snd hold the atlention
of the miners wasg "Nana, the Lovely Blond," at prices ranging from onc dollar
for peneral admission to five dollars for privatc boxes. The progrem was
as followss

Song, Dance and Mirth
and
Emotional Hovelties

A Hogt of Talented Artists
and
BEAUTIFUL WOMEN

Four Hours
of Elegant Pleasures, blended with
a voluptuous feast without coarse-
ness, concluding with Harry Monts-
gue's Spicy, Sensational, Melodra-
matic Comedy.,

entitled
THE
HANWNA lovely WA WA
BLONDE

Or, the Hiser's Pet

28 1illicon, gp. git., pp. 209-210.



Adopted from Materisl selechted from

Emile Zolo'sfeig intensely interesting
novel of the same name.

AHD terminating with a Quadrille D!

Amor (love quadrille), in which Nana

And her friends will illustrate

The Poetry of Motion a la modea29

The saloons, to draw customers from the regular theaters, came forth
vith = new type of show-house called the "wine theater." The admission wasg
free, but the miners were reguired to paﬁronize the bar. The auditorium was
generally upstairs over the saloon. The perforumers were usually Negroes
who sang and danced to squeeky orchestras or wandering stage performers on
the downward trail. The main attraction was the girls vho sang and danced
on the stage and then mingled with the crowd eneouraging the buying of drinks.
Their costumes consisbed of a short skirt, short gieeved blouse with & low
neckline, and plenty of beads, flounces, feathers, and spangles. The price
charged was fifty conts for a glass of beer and seventy-five cents for a
driank of whiskey. Az soon asg the house girl saw thal the miner was either
broke or had spent all he intended to she would go on to & nevecomer to re-—
peat her performaﬂcé there. When & miner refused to buy more drinks he was
expected to leave. If he should demur he might be thrown out by the house
bouncers., This was often a painful experience for the miner and, when the
miners friends came to his aid, often resulted in s wild free-for-all rioh
with the saloon torn upside down. 30

As the mining camps became more stable in population and more wealthy,

some of the people began to demand cpera performances. The San Francisco

29 Ibid., p. 209.

30 1pia., pp. 210-211.




Opera Company was one of the first to come to the mountzins of Colorado. A
large crowd of Central City citizens applauded their presentation of "Le
Gronde Duchess de Gerolstein.' They performed in the Montana Theater in
July, 1869.31 The Emms Abbott English Grand Opera Company made a tour of
the mining towns. They played at Leadville and presented the following
operas: "King for s Day," "Chimes of Normandy,¥ 9YLa Traviata,® "Martha,"
and "Fra Diavolo,” The latter was the most appreciated, but even in this the
camp was somewhalt disappointed. The pioneer miners wanted action and the opera
did not provide it. In "Fra Disvolo" only two shots were fired, and only one
man was killed. Then, the bed chamber scenc wasn't zll the miners expected
it to be, beeause of Miss Abboti's prudish rendition of the episode.32
Probably the most famous of the meuntsin opers houses was that at
Central City. There opera held swey through the bonanza days with some of
the greatest stars of the opera world performing before the rulers of the
richest sguare mile on sarth." After the mines of the Central City srea
played out the opera house was sbandoned snd fell inte ruins., In 1931,
thanks largely to the initiative and imagination of Ida XKruse iHcFarlane,
who was the daughter-in-law of the original builder, Edna James bhappell,
pioneer Denver women, and Anne Evang, dsughter of Governor Evans, a campsign
got under way to save the opera house and restore it to its proper functiocn.
The restored opera house is one of the most besutiful small theaters in
America. The first offering in the restorsd opera house was by Lillisn Gish
in TCamille® in 1932, In 1933 Gladys Swarthout appeared in "The Merry Widow"

and Walter Huston in "Othello'™ held the stege in 1934. The operas have been

31 faily Central City Repister, July 6, 1869.

32

Willieon, op. cit., p. 217.
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given each susmer, with the exception of the war years, since ite restoratiocn.
They are considered among the better musical performances in Awerica.>>
Thus ends the story of the cultursl life in the early mining towns
of Colorado. Fach pioneer miner, merchant, school-teacher, lawyer, minister,
actor, blacksmith, farmer, and housewife had & part in the making of a better
1ife for those who follewed them. Denver, Leadville, and Central City stand
today as monuments to the industry, perseverance, foresight, znd honest
gweat and toil of those hardy ploneers who came to Cherry Creek in search
of wealth, To such men as "Professor® Goldrick and Abner R. Brown, Charles
R. Thorne and Jack Langrishe, William Byers and D. C. Collier, Henry Teller
and Horace Tabor the people of Colorado, Denver, and the entire Rocky Mountsin
section will forever be indebted. The poemn "Denver' tells of the early hard-
ships of the pioneers and the result of their work. The poem reslly exempli-
fies the story of Colorado as well as the story of Denver.
Tenver
There are still many daring deeds
Of a city's birth to be told,
Of the brave pioneers who came west
To prospect and seck yellow gold.
They crossed over desolate plains
By a dim and treacherous trail,
They eagerly sought for wealth
For their venture must not fail.
They followed dangerous ways
By well-marked and winding streams,
They forged on by wegon and cart
To win their expectant dreams.
They travelled day after day,
But at night by camp fires would chat,

Till they came to the confluence
Where Cherry Creek joins the Platte.

33 Ibid., op. 294~295.



There they found a place to camp
Which seemed to be just right,

And the CGity of Denver, today,
Stands on that early site.

Soon other men gathered there,

Cast lots with those stragegling few.
And cut from that pioneer group

Small settlements started and grew.

Yany men who knew poverty's curse
Were banded in fortune's guest,

And swiftly and surely there rose
A city that ranks with the besgt.

It was gold, ever gold, they sought

To strengthen their losses with gains;
Its finding led on the stampede

Which bullded the GQueen of the Plains.

Today, it pays honor to those
Who dared to be ploneers bold--
The Denver, so shining snd fair,
Which was built by the seekers of golé.Bé

4 Mumey, op. cit., pp. 199-200.
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Denver, 1926,

Mrs. Hill, a resident of Colorado, presents many interesting reminis~
cences of ploneer Coloradoans, whom she enterviewed personally.

Lomax, John A. and Alen Lomax. Cowboy Songs and Qther Frontier Ballads.
The Macmillan Company, New York, 1938.

The Lomazxs have compiled s group of frontier ballads that were guite use-
ful in the preparation of this thesis.

Marks, Bdward B. They All Had Glamour. Julian Messner, Ine., Hew York, 1944.
Ed » Ed

Mr. Marks hes gathered information on the early opera performers and
other entertainers of the show world that gave valuable aid in the pre-
paring of this thesis.

Mumey, Nolie. Early Settlement of Denver 1599-1360. The Arthur H. Clark
Company, Glendale, California, 1942.

This book has some good pictures and illustrations of early Denver which
were helpful on a number of phases of this study.



Parsons, Eugene. The Making of Colorado; a Historical Sketch. A. Flanagan
COu 9 Chicag()g 1908&

Mr, Parsons work was used for background reading and for establishing
certain historical facts.

Pounds, Louise. Awmerican Ballads snd Folk Songs. Scribnerts Sons, New York,
1922,

The songs snd ballads compiled by Miss Pounds portray pioneer American
life. "The Summer of Sixty," which is reproduced on pages 27 and 28
of this thesis tells of an event that happened to many pioneers.

Smiley, Jerome C. History of Denver. DBackin and Company, Chieago, 1901,

Mr, Smiley has furnished much background material and a comprehengive
view of events in Denver during the pioneer days.

Willison, George ¥, Here They Dug for Gold. Reynsl and Hitchcock, New York,
1946.

Mr, Willison has put together the events of the gold digging days in a
most readable manner. It is a well documented work and was used very
extensively in the writing of this thesis. The annotated bibliography
is very interesting and contains valuable additional material.

UHPUBLISHED MATERIAL

Perrigo, Lynn. "History of Central City 1859-1900." Unpublished Ph. D.
Thesis, University of Colorado, Boulder, 1936.

Dr. Perrigot's disertation gave this writer many valuable leads for the
finding of material for this thesis. Although it is unpublished this
writer considers Dr. Perrigo's "History of Central City" one of the
better works on early Colorade history.
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