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PREFACE 

From birth the writer has lived in Sedalia, Missouri, and has become 

acquainted with the trade area and environs of Sedalia. He has become 

familiar with the peoples and their customs , habits and problems . Due 

primarily to the influence of the railroads , the peculiar growth of this 

industrial cit7 has been noticed by the writer and it appears a desirable 

project to analyze and interpret this development in the light of geographic 

factors . 

Being able to see the present situation, in relation to the past, the 

writer became interested in why Sedalia had become industrialized and what 

the future trends might be . By further study of the city , including its 

physical setting, functional divisions , history and industrial advantages , 

the writer is convinced that Sedalia will continue to grow and expand if 

proper steps are taken to educate and guide people to exploit these ad

vantages . 

The writer wishes to express his gratitude to Dr . David c. Winsloo, 

Assistant Professor of Geography, Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical 

College , for his valuable suggestions and supervision in preparation of 

this thesis . The writer is also indebted to Dr. Edward E. Keso, Head of 

the Department of Geography, for suggesting the study and i"urnishing help

fuJ. advisement, and to Professor George S. Corfield for aid in the organi

zation, cartographic preparation and selection of reference material. 

For conferences concerning the community, it ' s industries , and resources , 

gratitude is expressed to Mr. Herbert Studer, Mayor of the City of Sedalia; 
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Mr. James Green, City Engineer; Mr . Chester A. Brown, Manager, Chamber of 

Commerce; Mr. Harry Morrison, Manager, Pettis County Farm Bureau; ;ir. c . 

F. Scotten, President, Pettis County Historical Society; ir. Julian H. 

Bagby, Manager, Beatrice Foods Compaey; Mr. C. w. Mathieson, Vice-President, 

Town and Country Shoe Company; Mr. Charles Van Dyne , Vice-President, Adco, 

Incorporated; Mr. Neal o. Reyburn, President, Home Building Corporation; 

Mr. F . F. Durham, Chief Clerk, Missouri-Kansas-Texas Railroad; Air. Harry 

Lindstrom, Manager, Zephyr Manufacturing Compaey; and Mr. o. w. Wiley, 

Manager, Pittsburgh Corning Glass Com.paey. Members of the staff of the 

Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College Library were quite cooperative. 

Numerous other persons have given constructive advice and furnished valuable 

information, which it is a pleasure to acknowledge in a general wa;:r. 

J . W. M. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

It is the purpose of this geographic study to show how transportational 

and industrial growth came a.bout in Sedalia, Missouri,. and to show the develop

ment s .ince that time. Knowledge of both the urbanization and industrializa

tion is necessary for a better understanding of the community. Presenting 

the problem and considering the geographic attributes of the city should lead 

to the evaluation of the possibilities of its additional aggrandizement and 

continued overall growth. 

The city is located in northwest central Missouri on the outer flank of 

the Ozark Border Plain. The relief is neither monotonous nor severe , and 

consists of a gently rolling prairie with a few ridges in association with 

small stream erosion. The climate is continental, with a complete cyclonic 

cycle of four distinct seasons . 

In studying the reasons for the location and development of industry, 

several distinct advantages or prerequisites are noticed as the bases or 

manufacturing . Specifically these a.re (1) transportation facilities , 

(2 ) location, (3) water supply, (4) fuel supply, (5) fav.orable living 

conditions , (6) labor supply.,. (7) raw materials available , (8) recreation

al facilities and (9) stimulating climate . A combination of these factors 

are the essentials of the modern industrial development of a community . 

These are both natural factors and human factors . A third factor should be 

added, that of time , which only our posterity ean realize after further 

development. 

In the survey and analysis or each of the individual industries , the 
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following information will be utilized to show· the fundamental significance 

of each industry: (1) wcy industry located here , (2} raw materials used, 

(3) 'tzy"pes o:f products, (4) value added, (5) number of' employees , (6) trade 

territory, and (7) what the industry means to the community . Through this 

surv'ey and analysis an understanding of why Sedalia is an industrial city 

within an agricultural region should be obtained.. Other questions , as well, 

should be answered. 

The urbanization of the city may best be measured by the functions of 

the city . Through various functions , j.. ~., (l) business , (2) manui'actur

ing , (J) residential and (4) recreational facilities , a city has personal 

characteristics . In determining Sedalia 1s functions and functional services , 

a picture of the city 1s character will be at hand . 

Further urban study will be done through house classifications according 

to (1) construction materials, (.2) size and value , and (3) number of fami

lies accomodated . The eity vlill be divided into quadrants . Representative 

blocks of each quadrant will then be averaged to give a classification of 

house types . New city growth will be considered from the standpoint of new 

streets and new houses added to the city in the previous ten years . 

Through historical, locational and industrial essentials , the writer 

plans to present a. picture of the geographic aspects involved in the growth 

of the communi.ty, both industrially and areal. Prognostication of the future 

is attempted, founded upon geographic principles . 



CHAPTER II 

PHYSICAL SETTIUG OF THE AREA 

Climatology 

Sedalia, Missouri is situated at 38° 4.3 1 North Latitude and 93° 121 

West Longitude, a location that falls near the geographic center of the United 

States . Because of such location, it is evident that Sedalia will have a very 

well defined continentality in climate . Influences in the summer from the 

Warm Gulf air masses and in the winter from the Polar Continental air masses 

lead to marked extremes and variabiliizy" in the weather. 

The type of climate that the city experiences is classified as Humid 
l 

Microthermal uith a long summer phase and a short winter phase . This climate 

has a genuine winter with a snow mantle and a genuine sumner with high tempera-

tures which produce a characteristic mid-latitude interior climatic cycle . 

The snow mantle is shown below: 

Table l 

Snow Mantle2 ----
Number of days Number of days 

50 Year Record trace or more 50 Year Record trace or more 

January 8 Ju)y 0 
February 7 August 0 
March 6 September 0 
April l October 1 
May 0 Nov-ember 3 
June 0 December 6 

l Glenn T. Trewartha, Au Introduction !g Weather !ill!l Clim.ate , p. 442. 

2 United States .Agriculture Depnrtnent Weather Bureau Cl~tological 
Data, Missouri Section, Washington, D. c., United States De~rtment of Agri
culture (1930) . 
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fhe severity of climatic type results from situational factors , particularly 

with respect to latitude and the pos:ttion on the continent . The interior 

location aceounts for the annual ranges of temperature at Sedalia. Here , it 

is noticeable that the temperature is always passing the 75° Fahrenheit mark 

but never hovers there for long. 

l'he climatic region in which the city is found, whieh is about .360, 000 

square miles in size, is bounded 011 the north by the requirements that not 

0 
more than three months have a mean temperature of less than 32 Fahrenheit 

. 0 3 
and not more than six months lass than 50 Fahrenheit. The southern boundary 

is the 43° Fahrenheit isotherm. 4 

There are usually fifteen to twenty days of o° Fahrenheit weather and 

ninety to one hundred days where the temperature ho-v-ers around 32° Fahrenheit. 

The o° Fahrenheit weather often occurs in connection with cold waves , ~ . ~ . 

a.n active cyclone with Tropical Maritime Warm air is elose:cy followed by 

Polar Continental air.5 

The av-erage number of days with maxinru:m temperature of 90° Fahrenheit 

or above during the past fifty years is 31, occurring in May, June ,. July and 

August. 6 The average number of days with a minimum temperature of o° Fahren-

heit or below is five , occurring in Jawa.ry., February, December. Reference 

should be made to the climatic graph on page 6 showing the distinct rise in 

summer temperatures and decline in winter which is characteristic of interior 

continental conditions. 

3 Thomas A. Blair, Climatology, General lm9i Regional, p . 219 . 

4 Ibid., p . 220. 

5 Ibid., p. 222. 

6 Victor Mason, Weather Observer, Sedalia, Missouri, Conference , 
May 29, 1951. 
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Spring is a short and uncertain season. The winter season usually contin-

ues well into March and then frequently changes qui~ to warm weather. Summer 

temperatures cease after the middle of September and then the temperature begins 

to decline rapidJ.y and steadizy, showing the pronounced continental effect. 

~.ll 

Tem~rature Readinss 
7 

50 year record Average number of 
days with 

Ma:x:imum Minimum 
Average Average Temp. Temp. 
Dai]¥ Daily 90° or Zero or 

Maximum Minimum Average Above Below 

January .38.2 21. 6 29 .9 0 2 
February 41.9 2.3. 5 32.2 0 2 
March 53.0 33.9 43 .4 0 0 
April 64.4 45 .7 55 . l 0 0 
Mey 73.8 55 . 5 64.7 l 0 
June 83.5 65 . l 74.3 6 0 
July 88.4 69 .8 79 . l 13 0 
August 87. l 68.2 77 . 6 ll 0 
September 79 .5 60. 5 69 .9 5 0 
October 68.0 48. 8 58.3 0 0 
November 53 • .3 .36. 0 44. 5 0 0 
December 41.2 25 .7 .33 . 5 0 l 

Alth~h winters are not without precipitation, summers have the maximum 

amount . May receives the most rain of any month in spring, following the 

typical Missouri rainfall regime with a maximum in May and in September. 

50 year Record 

Januar'3' 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 

Table ill 
8 

Precipitation 
Average Total _ 
in Inches 50 Year Record 

1. 32 
1. 59 
2.47 
3.06 
4.98 
4.47 

Ju.cy 
August 
September 
October 
November 
Decel!tber 

Average Total 
in Inches 

3.79 
.3 . 92 
5. 54 
2. 6.3 
2. 08 
1. 32 

7 United States Agriculture Department, Weather Reports , .21?• cit. 

8 Ibid. -
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This seasonal distribution is related to the following conditions: (1) during 

winter subsiding air is conducive to dey periods because it is warming up and 

its ability to hold moisture is in-0:reased, (2) specific humidity is nm.ch 

less over continents during winter, (3) convection is at a maximum during the 

sumer months , and (4) consequent upon seasonal extremes of temperature and 

hence pressure a monsoon system tends to develop in April and last until late 

September .. Reference is made to a Prevailing Wind Direction chart below which 

shows southerly winds in the seven month period from April to October, and a 

maximum of rainfall during these months . The precipitation average of Sedalia 
9 

f o.r the last fifty--eight years is .3-6. 05 inches. 

Table 1! 
10 

Prevailing Wind Direction .Qt Se@&li<h Missouri 

50 Year Record 

January 
February 
Mar-eh 
April 
May 
Jnne 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 

Nw. 
Nw. 
Nw. 
s , 
s . 
s. 
s . 
s. 
s. 
s. 
Nw. 
Nv1. 

The relative humidity is rather constant throughout the year with an 
ll 

average of 55 per cent at 12 P .. M. 

9 Victor Mason, Jm• .sJ,.~. 

lO United States Agriculture Department, Weather Reports, ,212. cit. 

ll Ibid. 
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Relative Humiditz .9f Sedalia~ Missouri 

20 Year Record 

January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 

6:30 A,,(, 
78 
78 
75 
73 
75 
75 
75 
77 
79 
76 
74 
78 

Noon 

64 
59 
53 
53 
5l~ 
53 

- 4g 
50 
53 
51 
54 
64 

69 
66 
59 
55 
57 
57 
53 
55 
60 
56 
61 
69 

8 

This humidity is at a maximum in September with 64 per cent and at a minimum 

in November with 48 per cent. This is rather high the year round though and 

makes for muggy summers and raw vr' .. 1.11ters. 

Convection is at a maximum in summer; this condition is clearly shown 

through the cloudy and party cloudy days occurring in the spring and summer. 

Table ll 
13 

Amount g%_ Overcast !1l Months ~ Sedalia, Missouri 
Partly 

50 Year Record Clear Cloudy Cloud..y 

January 
February 
March 
April 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 

Total 

12 
10 
ll 
10 
10 
12 
16 
15 
15 
16 
13 
ll 

151 

8 
8 

10 
10 
13 
12 
11 
11 

8 
7 
8 
8 

ll4 

11 
10 
10 
10 

8 
6 
4 
5 
7 
8 
9 

12 
100 

l2 United States Agriculture Department,, Weather Reports ~ .QI2 . ill• 

1.3 ~ -



Over two-thirds of the days are cloudy in Mar-eh,. April, lvfuy, and half the 

days are cloudy in June, July, August,. and September. 

9 

In this type of climate one needs two kinds of diet,, two kinds of work 
14 

habits, and two kinds of clothing. Because of the heat and humidity in 

the summer, a very light weight clothing must be worn to assure maximum air 

circulation and evaporation to take place . Two kinds of work habits ref-er 

to not overheating tl:lrough ov-er-exertion in the summer, and two kinds of 

diet refer to the amount ot heat calories consumed. Naturally,. the inhabi-

tants desire less body heat in the s1.:UnD10r, so they consume less calories 

by the eonsumption of low calorie foods . The writer is emphasizing these 

human adaptations to show the well defined continental ch.araoterisyfcs of 

the climate. 

This alone is not r~strietive to man ' s adaptation, for it is well known 

that where you have a complete cyclonic cycle with well defined seasons , man 

puts forth his best energy and vigorous activities . The climatic region is 

the main corn and winter wheat belt region of the United States, Sedalia 

oceupying a central location in relation to it. The principal crops grown 

here are corn, oats, wheat,. soybeans and rye . The area certainly has this 

marked annual cyclic variability which influences man and land use in posi .. 

tive and negatative ways. 

Ph.vs igp.,rapl:« 

Gege:ral T-0pograptw and Geolc 

Sedalia, Missouri is located generally on the northern fringe of the 

Interior Highlands where they join the Central Plains. The altitude or this 

14 James Marsten Fitch, "'Too Museh Climate, 11 House Beautiful, Vol. 92, 
No. 5 (l\t[ay, 1950) , P• 167. 
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15 
region is .approximately five hundred to one thousand feet . The city, 

while central4'" located in Pettis County, lies chiefly on the northwest 

flank of' the Ozark Dome , in that pbysiographic province known as the Ozark 

Border Plain. The Plain encircles the Ozark Dome proper on the west and 

north and is upheld by a series of' resistant limestones of llississippian 

16 . . 
age , The characteristic topography" is that of a rolling smooth plain as 

is shown on the physiographic diagram. The Plain is dissected in places by 

deeply carved, narrO\'i valleys . Rough and rugged country occasionally prevail, 

however, in the proximity of the major streams and this is where the only 

noticeable topographic features do occur . The topography of the county 
17 

corresponds in every way with that of the physiographic province described . 

The surf'a.ce of the County- moderately slopes to the north. Along its 

southern boundary elevations exceed 1000 feet , while elevations at the north

ern boundary a.re appratimately 700 feet .. Sedalia has an elevation of 910 

feet above sea level. The maxm.tm relief between the highest point and the 

lowest point in the County is 500 feet . The ref ore the County may be divided 

into three p~siographie regions , J:. S?•, rolling hills , gently rolling prair• 

ies, and hilly zones adjacent to streams. 

Sedalia, itself, lies in the gently rolling prairie region which is 

cle·arly revealed by reference to the pbysiographic diagram. The only relief 

features on this very flat prairie are those carved by small streams . 

The drainage o.f the county is effected through streams tributary to 

the Lamine River, which barely crosses the boundary at the northwest 

15 Wallace W. Atw,ood., ~ PnysiggraJ2b.ic Provinces 9f. North America , 
p . l2. 

16 Mark A. MacGru.d.er I The History ,2! Pettis County, p. 74. 

17 Ibid.:, p. 74. 
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corner. Its largest tributaries are Flat Creek and Muddy Creek which drain 

the surrounding area. 

The geologic formations exposed in Sedalia are in age from Lower Orf.lo-· 

vician to Recent. The bed roek is chiefly composed of limestone, varying 

in composition from dolomitic to crystalline limestone. The rock strata 

dips to the northwest at an angle which exceed the north surface slopes; 

thus the oldest formations are exposed in the southeast and the youngest in 

the northwest. 

The unconsolidated deposits which form the mantle, seldom attain impor

tant thickness. !lost shalloo wells indicate the mantle to be only ten to 
:i.~'i) 

twen"l:if .feet thick. 7 The mantle has been formed as a residuum from the 

disintegration of the underlying ood rook. Thus a red:1. or yello;;1 clay, 

f'ill~d with ahert has uea.tl.1ered out ot the limestone. Locally the residuum 

is sandy. 

Chouteau limestone .occurs on thick mass.ive beds with very few bedding 

and stratification planes. ~ rock is fine grained, oompa.ct and siliceous, 

uith a veey uniform light drab blue color.,. although upon weathering it be• 
20 

comes bu.ff. Iarge chert nodules are disseminated irregularly through it 

and the stone breaks with a conohoidal fracture. This stone has been quarried 

extensively around Sedalia, and will be treawd in a later chapter. Burliri.g

ton limestone overlies Chouteau in the area in certain places and is also 

quarried. The principal di£i'erence between the tv10 is .round in texture and 

color. 

18 MacGruder, ,212. gi·i., p. 75. 

19 Ibid., p. 76. 

20 !Pi,d., p. 77 .. 
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Phelpo sandstone is found. irt sca~lit,ered pa:tches. It occura in '\'tells 

l"eaching the base of 'the Bississippian 1:Lmestone. The thickness of the 

sandst.011e is from one foot. to f ift.y feet. The sa.11dst011e is white and is 

com.posed of l"ound.ecl grain qua:t"tz,. It fa utilized for mamu'actt1re of glass 

The soils o:t' Sede,lia belong ·to e. 0,-roup of residual prairie soils that 

ccrve1' the greater· part of western I4issouri. In general the soils m.•e silt 
21 

loams con:ba:Lniug relat,ively little sand. f,f!;' clay. They are usually mello:1 or 

are ens:ll;r made so uith proper trea:t.ment. These soils ru."e well drained. The 

subsoils are usu.ally heavier than the su.:cface materials r1hich make the various 

t<;pes gen.er2,lly retentive of moistwe. 

Specifically the particular soils of the Sedalia. region e.re of fov.r 

major types, these being Su.inmit silt loam, Os·uego siH; loam., Cranford silt 
22 

loam and Eldon silt loom. 

The Sum,"Tiit silt loom is known as "black land11 or nblaak v..cairie.n It 

consists of black or dark brO\m, rather heav.v, silt loam, ·ten to twelve inches 

·thick, which is underlain by a hrownish crnmbly silty clay loam. At about 

2J 
eighteen inchos this grades in.to black silty cla;y- of a plastic wa:x:y character. 

The Su.mm.it silt loam represents a typical prairie land type and originalJ;f 

suppot .. ted a heavy grcm·l;h of r.rild grasses. t'!he.n properly cultivated, the soil 

is loose and easi1y tilled. It is well suited to all of the staple crops. 

The Osvrego silt loam is '.'Gypice.l pra:i.rie .soil and is characterized by 

its dark color, nearl;y le,ml -topography and stiff sub-surface. strata. The 

21 Harl"'J A. D'lorrifw11, Agent, Pettis County Fo.r.m Bureau, Sedalia, 
f.1issouri, Conference, March 23, 1951. 

22. Ibid. 



surface soil to a depth of tuelve inches consists of dark bro11n or black silt 

loam. The subsoil., a:t a depth of s:ixteen t,o eighteen inchtls is a bro-tril. o.r 

rr..ee.yish. bro.7n, heavy plastic chiy. 

The soils of' the Cratr.f'm"d silt lorun is a dark brCi'J':u mella;, silt 1oa::n 
. 24 

grading at nbout eighteen inches into friable silty elay loam.. Frequently 

there is little change, but the subsoil if! usually redder. The warm open 

ch!:1racter of the soil causes rapid decey of organic :materials. The ty~ 

crops. "The Bldon silt los.ms show little apprcciabl~ difference from these 

othe.1" soils. 

The soils of ·the Seda.lie area are of high quality with good humus 

content;. All of' the s·l;aple crops are produ.ced with good yields,, the prlnci--

I11 conclusio11, it oon be said. tha:t Sedalia lies on a gent'.cy- .rolling 

prairie. The humid climate is continental in character 11ith 1ong su!ll11Wrs 

tUYl short winters~ having a maxll!llll~ of precipitation occurring in summer. 

The soils o;f the w.ea a.-ro prim£:.rily rich silt loams vthioh are high in humus. 

The local r:iineral recou.rces are varioua types of limestone and sandstone. 

The 2.rea is drai:r>..ed by three small ~tree.ms, all of which are bra11ehes of the 

w.:i.tie River -;;hieh is a t:C'ibutnry of ·the !Aissoiwi River. The natural features 

ere conducive to prosperous land utilization. 



CHAPTER III 

HIS 'J:OP..Y OF TI:JE COrdfilUIJITI 

Sed~lia, i:1issour:t has grorm from a v:lllage of ten or f:i..f'tee1.1 f'e.r;zilies 

-tc :a c:iJ:;y of 201 208 pooplo in :':I period of ninety years. It ho,s developed 
l 

fro::n a. feN frame houses into a community valued at (:16,.000,000. Ttro or 

three individual £arms in the {;;ur:rov.nding oounty hav-0 increased to a. total 

of 2,5.34 farms averaging one hundred and sixty acres each. 

It is most fitting to s:ry that the early history of Sedalia is the 
2 

history of the railroads. Follovsing the railroads came the highuays until 

today Sedalia is bisected. by two United States highways runni..'rlg north and 

south and east and west and divided by the main lines .of two major railroads; 

one 11lll'll1i..1<1g north and south and a11othe1" 1"Ull..ning east and 11est. 

It is owing to the f oresigh-t a11d en.argy of' General George R. Smith 

that the iilissouri Pacific. P.ailroad left the valley of the Missouri River o.nd 

cante. across central i11isaouri. This was the .first railroad line w:est of the 
3 

Mississippi. In 1856 Smith bought 1,.145 acres of lam south of Georgetoon, 

H:issouri.. Sedalia, fdissouri vros -to stand on this fa.rm a11d. t.o spraul out 

over 6.2 square miles. Genoral Srrd;lih paid. :;~13.00 an aere for this land, 

which at th.at, time was a tremendous price while today,. with improvements, 

1 Herbert Studer, r-Rayor1 Sedalia, Missouri, Co1u'erence, March 23, 
1951. 

2 Robert n. Crisler, Professor of Geography, Washington University, 
St. tau.is., lilissouri, Correspondence, April 10, 1951. 

3 Mark A. 11a.eGruder, The flistorz .2!: Pettis Coun;!tl, :p. 203. 

4 Ibid., p. 204. 
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it is worth appr~::ima.teJ.y Oi:.,000.00 an acre. 

On lfoveEJl,er 30, 1857 General Snith filed for the 1~~cord the plot; fo:i:~ 

Sedville. 'fhe towi1 was named in honor of Sarah E" Snith, whose pet nam.e 
,. 
" was 11Sed. 11 --' The plot crn1.taired 160 acres ly:tng n.o.rth of the E,}issonri 

Pacific R.a5J.road. nr:i.gb:t-of-wa,yn while the 1~e1Ttainder of land was s01.rbh of it. 

The filing of ·the plot was abcm:t the only thing that happened to Sedville 

at t,his time. Goorgotavm, north of Seo.ville, was t-he comrty seat. then and 

llacl a populcd,ion of 1,500, being the chief t,civm. 

Or, October 16, 1860 General Smith and. Colonel David Bouldin f'iled the 

plot; cl: c1. term ~1hich they cg,lled Se-dal:i..a. This t.o'\11'.l. plot. included all of 

the- present linG cf the Jlisso,xri Pacific Railroad as far south ns Thi:rd 

Street tcirJcy. 1.l:he 11;D.r:te Sedalia was chosen be.cause the original 11Sedn could 

L'B unit,ed with 't,lm more euphonius 1:.el'l.J.i11olog;,r 11,-ulia • 11 Lots were- sold in ,the 

original plot. in 1858, the fi:t·st being .recol·(led in September oi' that yea:r. 

It, uus soon afto1· the sale of lot,s begun t,hat the first buildin:gs were 

erccrb-ed ar!.d th.-e ·tonn became such iu reality. The plot vms legally su:rvoyed 

and div-lded by l';bi.1'::-,0.r Thom.son.,, assisted by Richa1•d HolJ.and.6 

The first pasGerigeT t.rain en:tered Sedalia on the 17th of January, 1861. 7 

After t;:lis evetrt, 11i'th railroad f'acili·t.ies opened up and the road. in actual 

opci .. at:ton, t-he large stores and esrbablishments at Ot,te1<>ville (11 miles east) 

e.nd Syracuse (~~O miles east.) moved to Sedalia. !Jot only were tho goods 

moved, bu.t, even the buildings and por'l:,io11s oi' buildings. Also,. houses. and 

6 Ibid .• , p. 205. 

7 Rir:,tioey of Pett:i.s County, (jft.P. 18S,Y), p. Z75. 
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po:ctiou:::i of 'fJT:.I'e mo·,rc)d from Goo:rge"G01'm, t1issouri, then the cotmty 

seat,. 

In 1861, SeclaliE rm~ em.i!ined to tl;;;10 'blocks, bet,ween Ohio a,ncl Kentudcy-

Avcr1ues LU.1d all of ·tl10 s~tic1~e 1Juilcl:l.11g0 c1r.1c1 1:Yu.s:tne?Jss }J,OUGes rTEl1~0 ,011 !!Iain 
8 

all of whic:! resided north of the Missc,uri Pacific Railroc1d trt,cl:s. There 

:acre about .,Gmmt,y-"i'ive busi11ess houses 1ocnt,ec1 here, but t,horo we:re no 
9 

churches or schools w:lt,hin 'the city limits. ,During the latter part of tho 

year a hugh cattlo col'J'.'D.1 ne.s bu.ilt ni'thin the commur1ity, the tow11 be--

00.1:1.0 2. com1y;ititor of Abilene, K~.nsa.s as a livestock shipping point ·to tho 

north and ca.st. 

Th.ere nas no such thing t\S civil govcx·runerre,, no actual corporate body, 

in Sodalitt f1"om the breaking out o+' Civil VJa1· os:rly in 1861, imtil the 

during tho con:Zlict Sec1,dia waG a mili·tcrJ post v.nd ·the head off ieic.l 11as 

10 
the Com111m1cling Officer. At this ti11c;i condit,ions re2cl1ed such a c1--itical 

Sedallu for a whilo. 

As soon as tho t.onn Yfas established it ir:1medfate~r became ovid.ont. ·tho:h 

it mist becor!1$ the councy seat i.nsteact of Georgetown, five 1:1iles to the 

cussed, "!mt the rrm~ between t,he states cm;1e along and aJ.l such questions 

9 Ibid __ .. , p. 207. 

10 p. 208. 
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were sr.ialloucd up in tho tui-no:n tho.·t follcv:ed. Ho clef:tnite action was taken 

of logisJ.a:ture, passed in Febrt.mry, the cov.nty 

11Seotion 1 ... '.!:ho soo.t of Ju.st:'Lce of t.he cou.n:t;y- of Pett,is :is 
hereby re1c1oved from Geoz.•get,m-<111, the preoent seat, to the 
tro11 of Sefa,lfa on tho Pr;d.fic railrootl .. 
Section 2 .. The conm,.issione1~s hereafter appoii-1ted 
--,n•1 ·i ... ~. "'ly· •1"'·'·n,-. ·i·.n'!~{ ""'" e.e,,i:,;AC"'- o·i" -;-1.,..,"' ri,c-t- _p-·"C""_ e· '1 J,.,»;,;J \,.l ,....-r.;... W ·t.,.,J.. LivJ.. u,,..,!.,;.,,.J..!.lb l. ..t.. .... ~ ~ v .i.. ..,1,,,.,i,,..1.,h) i.;.... - ,- l, ,.r~:;, " 

a site f'or the location of county buildings. 

:;ihall im• 
to seleet 

Sec·:;ion 3 ... The pu1)1ic records and m.oveab1o property shall 
be !'emoved to the~_~"~ c-om1:;f_ s:_ a~. itll The courts shall be 
moved af'te:t· 'the Ik.,.;;J;.;;t,.e uae uc 0. 

in.g 1.:1 city charter. i'.!'b.en the wo:i;~k nas cor:i.plc-ted it ~:.:ts presemtcd ·t.o th3 

legiolc:ture. Upo.n this dreJ?t uas Jxropc.rcc1 'tho present ch.:-::r·te:r of Sedalia. 12 

Dy tho provisions of' the charter the ;:,1011 v:ho devised. it r:rore c.ppointod 

s·till in force in Sed.c(lfo .• 

alder1ae11 elected :tron 02ch, und a mayo::.· serving as t,l:.0 executive head. 

ment was organ.faed a11d ostah1ished i:n 186.3 with a central loec.:l:iion in ro:Ce1~cmce 

to the city e.nd outlying areas. 

11 p. 277. 



maina which serve the city were laid., Schools and public buildings nere 

erected to suppzy county and municipal needs. 
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In 1869 the Misoouri, Kansas and Texas railroad was constructed through 

Sedalia, rlhich gave the city north and sou"l:;h transporuition: as well as east 

and west, transportation. This line co1m0-0t.>J Sedalia with St. Louis to the 

east and Kansas, Oklahoma and Texas· to the south and southwest. The. Missouri 

Paci.fie. Railroad ooru1ects Sedalia with St. Louis to the east and Kansas City, 

and Denver, Colorado to the Wefit. In 1872 the railroad built it's shop and 

roundhouse. 

Because of its geographical location ari.d good transpo:rtat"ion t'acilit:ie~, 

the city of Sedalia has grow.n until it stands today an industrial, agricultural. 

. and municipal center, primarily serving the county o.f Pettis and its inhabi• 

tants. It is overshodmved by Kans.as City and st. Louis a.s far as great retail* 

industrial, and ec-on.omi.c oonter.s are eo.neerned. As previously mentioned the 

grooth or history of Sedalia is the stOJ:7 of the railroads,_ a..1:1.d ·their concen

tration here, for if it were not i':0r them the grooth of' the COllliilllnity would 

have boon stifled by eompetition of the big cities malty years ~go~ 

The Sedalia of Jiiod~, considered by the i'unotions it performs and the 

services i"t, offers, vdll be discussed in later· chapters• 



CHAPTER TV 

FUNCTIONAL DIVISIONS OF THE CITY 

In discussing the functional divisions of Sedalia, Missouri the writer 

has classified the functions into five categories according to the purpose 

they fulfill or the services they offer . These five classifications of 

functions are: (l } businescS , (2) manu!aeturing, (3) residential, (4) recre

ational, and (5 ) service. Tb.rough the study of these functional divisions , a 

key to the inner workings of the city is at hand. The 1ivri ter wil l treat ea.eh 

f'U.nctional classification separately and point out its particular aspects . 

They are a basic consideration in determining the significance of a city in 

respect to both local and regional activities . In short, the question to be 

answered is , ttWha,t does this city offer a.nd accomplish?0 

The Business Function --- . ...................... 
The business district of Sedalia is central:cy situated in the eity facili

tating utilization by all of the members and institutions of the community. 

The business district is usually considered the heart of the city , but in 

Sedalia this district would be better described as the stomach because of 

location and function, with location the basic consideration. 

The district has as its primary shape a I with Ohio Street the vertical 

bar and Main Street as the horizontal bar. These streets are the main arteries 

of the business section. They also serve as the street pattern division points 

of the city showing their central location. Ohio street is the east-west 

division of Sedalia, while Ma.in street is the north- south division of the city. 
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The true T shape was the original form of this district, but through growth 

of the city and hence of the business area, a different shape has evolved. The 

shape this section occupies today is one silllilar to an electric railroad with 

a third middle track, with Ohio serving as the center track and Main, Second, 

Third, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, and Seventh Streets as the cross ties which meet 

at right angles . Generally these ties extend two or three blocks east and. west 

of Ohio, giving a very compact feature to the district, still resembling the 

three track pattern. When viewing this section from above , it takes on a 

11bax:-like 11 or rectangular shape . 

The services or functions of the business area a.re, of course , largely 

commercial. This is the shopping center of the community and of all Pettis 

County. This section brings to the people of Sedalia and surrounding te1Titory 

the finished goods which they need in every day life . There is no definite 

pattern within, and all of the following services are intermixed throughout the 

district: retail and vrl1olesale concerns , financial houses , transportation facili

ties , professional services , and sleeping and eating accomodations j 

Although the business district is centrally located , it is still not 

accessible to all of the people every day because of the cost and time required 

to utilize transportation facilities to and from the district. As a result, 

small business centers have tended to develop in outlying sections of the city. 

These outlying business nuclei consist mostly of groupings of grocery stores , 

drug stores , "dime stores 11 , barber shops , cleaning establishments and 11filling11 

stations. An occasional professional office and recreational parlor are also 

fou:nd in some of these small areas . The main suburban shopping centers are 

noticeable at the following locations: 

(1) Fifth and Engineer Streets 

{2) Sixteenth Street and Ohio Avenue 



Figure 2. Bt5INESS DISTRICT 

Figure 2a. PETTIS COUNTY COURT HOt5E 
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(.3) Sixteenth Street and Grand Avenue 
I 

' 

(4) United. States Hislmey 50 and State Fair Boulevard 

(5) W..ai:1:1 Street and Grand Avenue 

These urblets provid0 ne;i.gh.borhoocl. ~i,rudiwJ service oontcr~ needed every day. 

The rila.nuf'.acturil,g divisions are located whore they are because of the 

a;rcellont transportation facilities sites. In m.os·t cities the maw.£ac.turing 

section is usually on tho outskirts, which is s.~o true i.."1 Sedalia. except 

whore r.::d.1:rood !~cilitiss lmve necesoitatod tho location of some indue'.tl"iee 

centrally. Thio is ospocial],y noticeable along 't,he n.orth side of Hain Street 

v1here the manufacturing is just in the shadotr of the bU$1neso soct;ion. 

Generally the heavy industrie.G axe located in the nor1:;h sector .of' t.he 

city which is .fa.vora.ble because of the prevui.li11e oou·thorly wi11ds. By this 

northor11 lo<Mtion also alloos for favorable vontilation. The buildings he:;vc 

their 1-..eG.T entranc$s and loading platform faeil1g: t071al.'d the railroads on 

the north side,, while their frontage faces south .a1:d .receives a m.'.:!Ximum. runoun.-'G 

of sunlight and heat in winter. 

In general, 11.a.nv.:f'aeturing plants ru.~ locatod :along tro.nspm--tation lines. 

Such sites may be selected on the Missouri Pa.eific Railroad, the, Missou.ri

Kanso.s-Texaa Railroad or United States Highi,7.aYs 50 and 65. Ii" not located 

directly .011 the railroads, the industries c.re usually loco.tee. on c 11spuru 

track. 

TI10 various industries will be discussed in S$parcte chapters e11d there 

the functions and loc:?.ti,ons 11ill be fully defined. 



~ Recreational Functions 

The recreational functions of the city give a picture of the ways in 

which the industrial communiizy' has provided for the leisure time activities 

of its inhabitants . Without proper recreational facilities it would lack 

a most important element for proper functioning . 

Sedalia today contains six parks , three swimming pools , and numerous 

facilities for all types of athletie and social events . It is the site for 

the annual State Fair which is classified as both recreational and commercial,

a.s it brings nearly J00, 000 visitors , or potential customers , to the city 

vdthin one week. Sedalia has also been long known as the gateway to the 

Ozark recreational area , and these facilities are within the reach of almost 

all of Sedalia rs ci·tizenry. 

Liberty Park is the largest and the chief park of Sedalia . It contains 

about forty acres of land and is located in the northwest quadrant of the 
l 

city:. The park has a permanent convention hall used for various social 

events and state conv,entions . The hall can be utiliZed by the public for 

a small rental f.'ee .. It has a capacity of about 3, 000 pe-0ple . To the north 

and west of the hall are located the baseball field a.nd football field and 

their stadiums . The local semi-pro.fessional ball teams utilize the field. 

while t,he Smith .. Cotton and Hubbard high schools use the football field., 

Water s.ports are enj eyed to the west of the ball fields in a modern new 

swimming pool which is 90 by 170 feet in size . East of the fields is a pict-

ur-es.que lagoon which is stocked with fish in summer and used for ice skating 

in the winter . Throughout Liberi7J Park there are playground areas for the 

1 Herbert Studer, Mayor of Sedalia , Missouri , Conference , May 2$ 1 

1951. 



Figure 3. LIBERTY PARK LAGOON 





children and picnic areas for all the people . 

In the north central section of the northwest quadrant of the city is 

located Hubbard Park for Negroes. It has a total area of tuenty- five acres . 

The park contains a baseball field and stadium, and a ne swimming pool, forty 

by seventy feet in size. Playground and picnic areas are found scattered 

throughout the park. 

Housel Park is located in the northeast quadrant of the city and contains 

tuenty acres of land. It provides the people of this section dth a baseball 

field , picnic grounds , and a playground area. 

There are two smaller parks . Sout-1-ieast or Center Street park has just 

been developed. It embraces approx:ir.lately two acres of land and is used pri-

mari]y for neighborhood softball games . Phieffer Park, although centrally 

located, has been developed very little . It contains about six acres of 

miiced coniferous and deciduous trees . The area is so heavizy rnoded that no 

attempt has h3en made to clear it out. 

The total area occupied by Sedalia 1s parks is about seventy-five acres . 
2 

Supervision is by the Park Board, appointed by t,he Mayor and City Council. 

This board employees workmen and supervisors . -The Boord c.d.minis ters all 

maintenance and construction within the parks. 

In addition to these recreational offerings , Sedalia has t o nine-hol 

golf courses . Elm Hills is a public course located two and one-half' miles 

south of the city on United States Highway 65 . It hes sand greens . The 

Sedalia Country Club couxse is a grass green course located om ... half mi.le 

south of Sedalia on United States Highway 65 . Total membership at both of 

these clubs is apprax:imately 300. 

2 Mark A. Ma.cGru.der, Histoey ,S: Pettis Coun·GY, Ti issouri. p . 235 . 



The town has numerous motion picture theaters , lodges and clubs, all 

with large memberships. 

,30 

The Missouri State Fair Grounds is located just southwest of the city. 

This is a source of recreation, business , and a commercial. nboorntt to Sedalia 

for one week of the year. 'l'he fairgrounds includes 275 acres of land with 

sixty permanent buildings located on these grounds . Within the fairgrounds are 

22, 500 square yards of macadam surfaces roads , 8, 000 square yards of cinder and 

graveled roads and 21, 000 square yards of oil surfaced roads . The State, High

,vay Department maintains these roads as part of' the state system. 

There are seventy-four miles of six inch water lines and twenty--eight 

miles of twenty inch sewer lines within the fairgrounds . There are 81-, 000 

square yards of concrete sidewalks traversing the complete ground. All or 

the area is fenced in, giving it a oompaet, organized character. 

The fair, although held but once a year, :ts an all year round working 

organization. Because of' the need for clerical and maintenance ,11ork it sup

plies several people of Sedalia. with a livelihood. The fair grounds is owned 

by the State of Missouri and is ope.rated by the State . It wa.s founded as a 

State Department in 1901; now it is operated under a division of the State 

Department of Agriculture . 

The Lake of the Ozarks is a great mid• eontinent pla,yground of America. 

The nearest location of the Ozarks to Sedalia is thirty-one miles t but to 

reach the heart of the area it is appr,oximately sixty-five miles . This area 

offers every opportunity for the hunter, fisherman, naturalist and sightseer. 

The great Bagnell Dam, completed in 1931 by the Union Electric Gompaey, 

created one of the largest artificial lakes in the world. The lake is 129 

miles in main channel length, and one-half to three miles wide . The sho-re 

line is about 1, 372 miles in length giving many places for resort camps and 
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lakeside recreations .. Sedalia is so situated that vacationists may take ad

vantage of the bathing, fishing , boating, hunting and other faeilities at the 

Lake while sojourning in the city. 

In conclusion, Sedalia 1s recreational facilities , in the community and 

thereabouts , a.re quite adequate for the population., even aocomodating numer

ous visitors . A long range plan is in effect to increase these facilities and 

make recreation an even mare important function of the city than it is today . 

~ Res idep.tial Function 

In discussing the residential sector or functional division of Sedalia, 

the writer is primari'.cy concerned with house classification and where the 

city is expanding . To use this approach the city is divided into quadrants , 

using the intersection of' Broadway Boulevard and Ohio Avenue as the hub . By 

quadl'ants is meant each quarter section of the city, i • ia•, the southwest 

quarter, southeast quarter , northwest quarter, and northeast quarter. These are: 

(1) The northeast quadrant is enclosed by Ohio Avenue on the west, Tower and 

Johnson streets ,on the north, Harding Street on the east ruld Broadway Boule

vard on the south. 

(2) The northwest quadrant embraces Ohio Avenue on the east, Henry Street 

on the north, State Fair Boulevard on the west and Broadway Boulevard on the 

south. 

(.:, ) The southeast quadrant is delineated by Broadway Boulevard. on the north, 

Harding Street on the east, Ohio Avenue on the west and Twenty-fourth Street 

on the south. 

(4) The southwest quadrant is separated by Broadway Boulevard on the north., 

Ohio Avenue on the -east, State Fair Boulevard on the west and Twenty-fourth 

Street on the south. 
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In general, the eastern half or the northeast and southeast quadrants are 

composed of residents who have been inf'lueneed greatly by the Missour.i Pacific 

Railroad shops . Most of the workers of the shops live within these sections . 

The northeast sector of the northwest quadrant is occupied by the Negroes of 

Sedalia. They number apprax:imately 4,000., The remainder of this quadrant 

is occupied by families of the moderate to low :i.ncom.e brackets. The south-

west quadrant is composed of homes of people or medium, upper mediU!ll and high 

income brackets . Almost a.ll of the mansions are found within this quadrant 

as well as man:, of the other higher elassifications . 

In classification of residential types a composite system was devised 

to best meet local conditions . 

Table VII ,..............,._ 

~ Jlm value 

A - mansion 

B - abo~e average 

C - average 

D ... bel"4v a:verage 

P ,., poor ( three room or less) 

Materw composition 

b - brick etr stone- er cement 

w - wood 

c - a combination 

Accomodation 

l ... single 

2 - duplex 

3 - apartment 



Figure 5. HOUSE TYPE Bwl 

Figure 5a. HOIBE TYPE Abl 
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The writer has used a system of investigation similar to random sampling 

except there will be three representative city blocks . In the northeast 

quadrant, using the first block exampl e as the 500 block on East Fourth Street, 

the north side. 

Example - Cw3, Cw.3 , C 2, Cwl, Cwl. 

This example shoi1s the houses to be average homes , constructed of wood, 

and serving one to three families; the C indicating size and value (average), 

thew showing a material composition (wood), and the 1 meaning accom.odation 

( one fandly ) • 

The second example will be the south side of the 100 block on East 

Seventh Street. 

Example - CwJ, Cw3, Bw2. 

The classification shows approximately the saire , with the houses being 

of average price , constructed of wood and accomodating from two to three 

families . There is one exception, the last being of above average in size 

and value . 

For the third block, one on East Chestnut between Center Avenue and Ne 

York Avenue will be used. 

Example ... Cwl, C il, Cwl, Dwl. 

The first three are classified C size and value (average) of wood con

struction and accomodate one family . The fourth is below· average of wood 

construction and accomodating one family. 

The streets or this northeast quadrant are mostly of macadam, gravel and 

brick. 'l'he only concrete streets are found in the far southwest corner of 

the quadrant. 

To summarize , the residents of the northeast quadrant are of the moderate 

income bracket, living in average homes of wood, with the homes being intermixed 
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single residences, duplexes and apartment houses. 

In the southeast quadrant the ho:nies are raueh t.he sana except :f.'.or the 

nortm7est. sect;or. A reproson.tati"ve block of' ·this q;1..1.3drant would be t.he north 

oi<le of' Eleventh Stre.at between t:!Iontgom.eey and Brown St,:roets. The ho11ses 

1<101tld classify .... Cw2, Bwl, Cwl, Owl, Cw.3. 

In the northwest sectoi• the h,ouses are of higher value ~nd size, Sl• ~., 

Best Brooduey, 100 block - Bv,1, Bl1l, Bttl, L'Wl. '£he streets of this. quadrant 

are mootly concrete,. with a £e1,1 macadam and grtntel streots as joining links. 

Again this is: an area of mod.Grate ineo:rras and average houoos f<:1r the most 

part. 

In the northwes.t quadrant is found the N'egro seetion of Sedalia. These 

colored people number apprmd.motezy 4,,ooo and are engaged. as laborers for t-he 

most part. Some have become skilled technicians, c;actors, or Scchool teachers,, 

but these are in the mi.nority .• 

:Much of the l~gro s0etion is of' the lower class homos, but ·these are 

not indicative of the nhcle area.. There arc many C typ0 .homes nnd some B 

types but these mostly belong to rail.rood men, school trao.cliers, and doctors,. 

In general,, we can elassify the major.icy- of these homes as Dwl. Intermi:ted 

among these homes are a n.u.mber of residences that would have to be classified 

as .Pwl and Pw2. The ,size. aw:l .v.aloo of these houses are poor with eonstruction 

of wood and ae:comodatiri.g one and two families._ ~ho re111ainder or this north

west qtiadrant is occupied by peoples of the middle poy class ar lower u.ppe:t• 

pay class. A reprasent.ative block of the northern part would be the 100 block 

on scuth Quincy Avenue. 

Example • Cw2, Cw2, Bwl, Bwl, Bwl • 

.A reprasentativ~ block o£' the southern part of' this quadrant would oo 

the 1400 bloek ou West Third Street. 
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In conclusion, 'this 11orthwest q112c1rant is a c.omposit,e or t.ransU:;iona.l 

11-e cl.o/-.:1 s if.iec1 Dwl. the 

southc:cn ea.st and west sectors would be classified Cwl to Bwl. 

1600 block 011 South Quincy .... Cwl, Owl, C:wl, Bwl .. 

'l'he geuern1 picture, therefore, when t.hese b1ocko are avornt~ed that 

percentage .of' 10'3' class homes, a large percentage of nidd.1e class ho::1es, a 

snwJ.l percentage of upper mitldle class homes and a few mansions. 

The Service Fu.net.ion 

The fifth classification 5.s "se1"Vices, n in ·that it, de!l.ls nith such func ... 

tions as polio;; fire protection, we:t.or snpply, gas supply, hcspitcls, 

The police {tepart:ment occupies a cent1:-al loco:tion i'n refe~c·ence to ·che 

renidentiu1 und btwir>.ESf3 dint!'ict. It, is loco:tocl 0110 block Tiest .of 0::1:'Lo 



giving the cit,;/ tuenty-fou.r hottt' protection. The police opera·to t.he:i..r ou:n 

city. 

The fire depr1rtment is divided into tno separate stations, one se1"'V'ing 

West. Sedalia and ·tho other scrvi:r.,g East Sedalia. The Wost Sedalia depart:m.ent 

is located at 210 South Kentucky aJ1d has t,broe pumper ·trucks and one co:m.binu-

-!;,ion aerial lc~dder and pv.mper truck. The East Sedalia department is compoGoc1 

of two p1mpor ti1"ucks, loco:t.ed at 900 East Fourth Street. The separate depart-

Gas, nhich is the pl"'irn.exy fuel in indust:i:,1 and homes, is supplied by the 

Missouri Public Servioo. Sedalia receives gas from ~c.he transniss:ton lines of 
:3 

the Cities Service Gas Company. The ci1:,y co11Uects to the ma.in line at, tho 

compressor r,;to:tion at Ottawa, Kansas. Tho Ottaw.a...Sedolia · line is tt tuelvo 

1~ 
inch uelded pipe with .a designed pressure of 600 PSI. 

Sede.lia 1s 11atie:r supply is obtained from Spring Fork River and Flat Creek. 

There is a g-.c:.wity floo line i'1"om Spring Fork reservoir to the pv..mping station 

e.ncl a stream £lot! .from Flat, Greek. The vroter supply is p1u~ified at a strrt.ion 

thi-•ee miles .south of the ci~~ and then p1.un.pod to the city throu.gh mail1s. Too 

plant contains tno filtratiol:i and sett.ling basius, with two art,ificial lakes 

containirig 750,000,000 gallonn uhich would su.ff:lce for approxmatel-JT one year 

uithout rainfall. There are s:ixt;y nil0s of :ma.inn within the city .. 

The educe.tiorml institutions of Sedalia are adequate for the population .. 

There m·e six public grade schools and one pl1blie high school, one Roman 

Catholic grade sohool and one Ron,'ln Catholic high school. There is also one 

3 m. D. Giokaris, Sup01~intendent of the Gas Departr;1.ent, Missouri Publie 
So:t'vice CorpO".eation, Oor:i:~esponde11ce, February 20, 1951. 

4 Ibid. -



public Negro grade sclloo1 and one public Negro high school . These schools 

have a total enrollment of approximately 4 , 000 students . 
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The public sehool system is organized with a superintendent, seven super

vising principals and 120 teachers . The schools are supervised a school board 

elected by the citizens of the community . The board is composed of eight mem

bers . The schools afford adequate facilities for the latest presentation of 

all subjects . 

The Central Business College occupies the old Sedalia. high school build

ing. All curriculum is commercial, graduating students with a business major. 

It has four hospitals; one Negro, one medical, and two osteopathic, with 

a total of 176 beds . Sedalia today has thirty-five practicing physicians . 

The last service division to be discussed is that of cemeteries . The 

city has two main cemeteries ,. totaling one hundred acres in area . Crown Hill 

cemetery is sixty acres and located in a region of black loam top soil, with 

yellow clay subsoil. Approximately 15 , 000 people are buried here to dst,e . 

Memorial Park cemetery is forty acres in area and the top soil and subsoil are 

yellow to red clay. Apprax:imate1y 4 , 000 people are buried here . 

The functions of the city have been classified and analyzed. From this 

stuey wzy- be ascertained the city eharaeter and without any one of them, the 

city loses its inherent nature . 



CHAPTER V 

THE HEAVY OOU3TRIES OF SEDALIA 

In discussing the industrial geography of Sedalia, the writer is pri• 

mariJ.y conoe:rned w:ith the i'oll0io1ing: (l) why the industry is located here,. 

(2) where the 1~~xw materials come from, (:;) products rnm1Ufactured1 (4) trade 

territory, (5) value added,, and (6) number of eruployeas. 

Discussion. of the heavy industries in Sedalia is approached ns i-t in• 

valves location of industey,, and some of' the activities of the city in the 

developmell't of :lndu-sta~ial possibilities. 

'l'he basic f'nctors that govern the location of industrial plants are as 
l 

:f'ollows: (1) location of production mate~ittls." (2) labor supply ( type), 

(3) sites, (4} industrial fuels., (5) tranaportat.ion faeilities,. (6) marke.t, 

(7) distribution :facilities, (8) power" (9) wate.r supply., (10) living con• 

ditions, (ll) laus and regule.tiO".aa1 (12) tax structure, and. (13) climate. 

Professor Alfred Webe1 .. , who has contributed much to the unders'Ganding of 

industry" supports a theory that industry' in general is 1ocated somowhere 

betmeen 'the sources ot raw materiel and the market source. This ·th.eoI"'J con-

sidors the ·rau matorials and markets as tho basic f'a.et0l."s1 and the remainder 

of the fnctiors act as an equalizing force in dete:r'tlinJJ:ig the location. 

Hence, Sedalia appea:rs to be centrally looa:ted in reference to raw ma.teria.ls 

and ma,i"ket, with ·ohe other factors seoondaey but available. 

Tho city has its mm Industrial Development Divioion.. 'I'hey haVEl listed 

l Ba.sic Industrial Location Factors, Industrial Series 1fo. 74, United. 
States Departoont of' Commeroo, (June, 1947), p. 2. 



2 
their activities and their purposes as follows: 

4J. 

(1) Study the possibilities of featuring an industrial exhibition sho -
ing local products produced. 

(2) Conduct a series of radio interviews uith industrial emplq,rees to 
increase recognition of the importance of local industries to 
community welfare . 

(3) Assist management in securing an adequate supply of labor. 
(4) Recomr.iend possibilities for the expansion of existing plants . 
(5 ) Construct a manufacturers handbook listing industry and products . 
(6) ?Jake market surveys to be available to local industries . 
(7) Select antl/or seek plants for which Sedalia offers the best 

opportunity which include: 
{a) Plants rendering special services for existing local 

industries . 
(b) Those complementary to existing local industry. 
(c) Industries using particular ~kill available locally. 
(d) Processes utilizing local raw materials . 

Like aey other community, Sedalia depends prilllari'.cy' on its large in

dustries for economic security and elfare . The city has many large indus-

tries as a backbone and many small individual industries . Actually, it is 

the writer ' s belief that the smaller concerns are most important in the 

overall econoley' of the city. This belief has been proven to some extent 

as seen through economic decline when the large industries have been closed 

down because of strikes or production difficulties . 

Hoayy Industry 

The foremost heavy industry consists of the Missouri-Pacific Railroad 

sho~ . The city gave to the Missouri-Pacific Railroad (then known as the 

Pacific Railroad) 40, 000 in bonds and twenty acres of land to permanently 

locate their ma<'..hine shops nearby • .3 

The shops were established in the north central sector 0£ the northeast 

2 The Sedalia Democrat, Sunday, (June 3, 1951) , p. 3. 

3 Mark A. MacGruder, History ,g! Pettis County, p . 222. 





43 

quad.rant of the city and have remained here for forty- seven years. Gem.posed 

of twelve major buildings, the shops are all of' brick construction with mal'JY 

associated frame buildings .. The area covered t~· is approximately 265 
4 

acres . 

Tha munber of' men employed in the shops varies from year to year but 

has an .ave.rage complement cf 1500 men. These eoployees are engaged in all 

types of maehing work. They construct and repair boilers , wheels , axles , and 

coaches, and l"Gclaim scrap ma:terials . The Sedalia shops have the only re

clamation plant in the district; in it ove:e 120 tons of scrap is reela.imed 

annually. 

Sedalia was chosen as the site f'or this plant because of her central 

location in relation to the division. At this location she can be of best 

service to the company and its needs . Also, strongly entering the picture 

was the adequate labor supply and the fav01•able living conditions of the 

city. Previously n:J3ntioned, of course, was the financial entieement which 

Sedalia offered to havs the industry located here . The approximate pay:eoll 

of the Missouri-Paeif ie shops is ,.300, 000 monthJ.iy", whi.ch plays a large part in 

Sedalia 1s econonw. However, there 1!1BY be too much emphasis placed upon the 

shops as being the guide to the ci-cy •·s econonzy- and prospe:rii:{1. It me,y well 

be that future plans should be directed t0uvard the encoUt'agement of sn1all 

stable industries to bolster this econonw in ease of a shop lay off,. or 

strike . 

The Missouri~Ka.nsas-Texas Railroad Shops 

Prior to the year 1899, the Missouri, Kansas and Texas Railway' Compruw 

4 The Sedalia Democ1 .. at (118.reh 31, 1939) , p. 6. · 
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maintained a car repair plant in Sedalia. 5 This plant was located between 

Fifth Street on the north and Broadway on the south, Hancock on the east 

and t e main line of the railway on the west. This would pl.nee the shops 

in the west central sector of the northeast quadrant of the present city 

layout. 

A n.e,v and modern plant was constructed during the years 1897 and 1898, 

and this plant began operation in 1899. It is located at the southwest corner 

of Sedalia. The plant as established here because of the geographical loca-

tion, ready supply of skilled and semi- skilled labor and the fine living 

conditions the city offered. 

The new plant contained the following structures , all of brick con

struction:6 (1) combination store room and office building, (2) combination 

word mill, cabinet and pattern shop and power plant, (.3) passenger car erect

ing shop, (4) freight car erecting shop, (5) passenger car paint shop, and 

(6) combination blacksmith and machine shop. 

In addition the plant includes the following cod.en structures : (1) oil 

house, (2) repair track supply room, (3) blacksmith coal shed, (4) black• 

smith tool shed, (5) two lumber sheds , (6) tin shop, and (7) general supply 

room. 

When put into operation, this plant employed 225 men, their work consist

ing of building and repairing passenger train cars , freight cars and coopany 

work equipment. In addition, considerable office furniture was renovated 

and bUilt. Signs used on the railway also were manufactured here . No loco.. 

motives ere built but all locomotive pilots and cabs ere manufactured. 

5 F. F. Durham, Chief Clerk, issouri-Kansas-Texas Railway, Correspond
ence , March 16, 1951. 

6 Ibid. 
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Hand cars were overhauled and rebuilt. 

The plant was enlarged from year to year and the labor force was like-

wise increased. The largest employment occu.rred in World Wal:' I when 1, 000 

men were employed. Today- between ,300 to 500 nen are hired. Now the es

tablishment is chiefzy a passenger car repair shop. It contains the latest 

machinery to ef'ficientzy handle the maintsnanee work of palifsenger cars. 

The plant also does considerable work in malting and repairing office 

.furniture. 

~ Pittsburgh-Corning Glass Plant 

The Pittsburgh•Co:t"ning Glass factory is located one-half mile west of 

Sedalia on Sixteenth Street. The plant includes two separate divisions . 

One manufactures glass construction blocks and other foam glass insulation. 

The oompaey is a subsidiary o.f the Pittsburgh Plate Glass factory .. Pitts

burgh-Corning glass blocks are used in all types of construction work• 

espeeiall,y in school buildings,., They a.re used both in new construction and 

in sash replacement .. These blocks serve a wo-fold purpose in that they are 

of high insulating quality and allow a maximum of light .. 

Pittsburgh-Corning :foomgla.ss is manufaetured as bubbles which contain 

still air and form a contimlous fibrous cellular material. This insulation 

material has high resistance to moisture, vapor, fUJOOs and acid atmospheres . 

It is being widely distributed as a roof and wall insulation since it is 

non-combustible., od-orless and vermin proof. 

The Sedalia plant servos all of the United States west of Ohio with 

7 
these two products . These products are also shipped from this plant to 

7 0. \1 . Wiley, Manager , Pittsburgh-Corning Glass Factory,. Sedalia, 
Missouri, Conference , February 10, 1951. 
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Canada and Uoxico. 

most advantageous ;;1,s a dist1•ibution center for t.he rmst;ez·n half of tho U.t1it.0d 

States. The plant; is located 0110 mile sout.h of ·the main :railroad line on a 

nspu.rtt :l:.:rack. Tl1e ready sttpp~ of labor, i'ine rail fa.e:ilities and gooc1 

living condi·tiono w0re or primary impor-'ii:lnco iu the selection ot the city as 

a site. Of' secondary importance,. but requisite, was the gas facilities ava.il• 

able,.. as tho fo.ctOT'JT uses this fuel i'Ol"' heati11g. 

Ot,h.el"' minerals used in this inclustry ai"e silica sand, soo.a ash, lli;ie ... 

$ 
stono, nepheJ.yn oyonite, borax, salt coke a:nd nitrate. S ili~. so.::ld is ·t.h.e 

appro.xima.tely 198 :miles t,o the east. The soda ash supply co::nes from Co:rp1..w 

Hophe:l¥n 

syonite is shipped in i'rorn Canada. The sr;w.ller items ouch as bora."r o.nd sult 

f.ron Chile. These rJ.ineral ingredients nould have litt1o or no valt1.1.1 t;o the 

-Tho omployuont, or th.is plant totals upproxi1:1atel;r /,!<-00; each plriint 
9 

. usint; 200 eaplqvees. 

The Hone Building Corpora·Gion is a manufaeturer ·or pre-fabricated houses. 

'l'he plant is aitua:ted in the north sector of 'the :nOZ"thwest quadrant alol:lg 

8 Wiley 1 J:m• eit. 

9 Ibid. 
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the Missouri- Paeif'ic rail.road. 
10 

The home manufaetury located here because or the following reasons: 

(1) transportation facilities , both by rail and highway 
(2) indueements provided by the city 
(3) banking and other credit faeilities 
(4) central location in relationship to trade territories of St. 

Louis and Kansas City .. 

This firm produces three types of houses , with or \¥ithout a garage. 

These homes are manufactured in sections, and such pre- fabrication permits 

a.onstruetion by simply assembling the pieces . 

The corporation todq employs approximately seventy people . The pro-

duction is on a semi-assembly line basis, with an average output of one house 

per da,y. Otle•half of the total yield. is absorbed by a subsidiary ;in Kansas 

City and the other half of the production 1s sent to dealers in Illinois, 

Iowa, Missouri, and Kansas . The eompaey did approx:imatel,y two million dollars 

worth of business in 1950. n 

The raw materials used by the R~ Building Corporation are basically 

semi• .finished and are purchased directly from the manufaeturer. The wood 

materials are eomposed o_r hardwood pJ.ywood which is shipped from Georgia, and 

softwooo plywood which is from the Paeific Northwest. Also, there is trim 

material which comes from northern ./trkansas, and structural materials whieh 

eome ehie£J.y from .Arizona, Oregon and Washington.. Oak flooring is shipped 

from Tennessee and Kentuelcy . 

The heating units and furnaces used are manufactured in st. Louis and 

Kansas City. Necessary bathroom facilities , pipe , plumbing, and tile are 

shipped from Detroit, Michigan. The required glue is purchased in Pennsylvania 

10 Neal o. Reyburn., President, Home Building Corporation, Sedalia, 
Missouri, Corxespondence , February 2.3, 1951. 

l.l Ibid. 
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and paint from Ohio.. Some insulatiQll materials are shipped from Kansas City 

and New York. Roofing materials and hardware are ob~ined from Joplin, Missouri 

and the states of California and Pennsylvania . Sheet metal a.nd vliring are 

purchased .:from Ohio, Kansas City, Missouri , a.nd New York City .. 

These are the materials which are combined into the finished product o£ 

a pre.fabricated house . Separately, these materials have considerable, but. 

the high value added is when they are brought to a centralized point a..~d 

assembled into a home . It can be .seen from the loeation of the raw ina.tel'ia.ls 

that they are mostly derived within a c:i.rcle of two hundred miles radius frcm 

Sedalia, pointi11g out its highly advantageous situation in an industry of this 

character . 

The American. Disinfecting Commnz: 

(Adeo Ineorporated) 

The American Disinfecting Company was founded by J .• R. Van Dyne in 1908. 

Mr. Van Dyne was the originator of a soluble pine disinfectant. He was 

originally employed by the Missouri-Kansas- Texas Railroad Company and Adeo, 

Incorporated was an idea that found t'ealization for h · The writer mentiona 

this because there were no particular geographical principles involved in the 

location of this industry,. except that this was a railroad center that ma&l 

a favorable distribution point. Maizy- laborers in Sedalia a11d the railroads 

had a need for this type of product. 

The main plant is located in the west central sector of the northwest 

quadrant of the city. Today the plant produces insecticides,. disinfectants , 
. l2 

floor seals, liquid waxes , deodorants, liquid soaps and cleaning .compounds ., 

l2 Charles Van Dyne , Vice-President , Adco Incorporated,. Sedalia, 
Missour-i , Conference; March 2.2, 1951. 
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Drtll'ing the i1.inter eighty per cEn1t o:r the p:roduc:t;ion. is concentrated on the 
13 

c.~f cleani.Ylg solvents, and ·hoenty 1:ie1· cent ii::1 devoted. to the o·ther chewicals. 

Along with the production departmen:t, t:t mod.ern research laboo:>atory is 

sanita:tion., di.spell odm·s and suppl"ess insects. Absolute chemical and ther-

mostatic control over all phases of procluctio11 is :maintained l:>y this labora-

14 
·tozrJ. 

Situated on the main line of the T,Iissour:i .... Pucific railiood, the :rriai:n 

plant, build:l:ng faces sou.th ass1.tr'ing !lk."tX:1.murJ. light and sunshine i:n the rrlt:i:l:or. 

Tho:re are approximate~ fifty IJOOple empleyed at all ·times il1 this illdustey. 

This is about 2.5 per cent of the 2,000 total enployoos. in the other plants 

in the U.nitod States. 

The t,rade t,orritory of Adco is enormous as ·they ship to .ell of the 

forty ... eight states and ship ·ho ·l:ih:trty-tno foreig-.a nations.. All shipments 

are sent to St. Louis ~ff truck or train v.nd froB: there to Nev; York or Heu 

Orleans by railroad. The foreign countries by g'eographic regions i11clw:'.od 

South Amar.ice. 

Argent inn 
Bolivia 
Braz.il 
Chile 
Coltunl)ia 
:Peru 
U1T11guo.y 
Venezuela 

pe~rtral A;meris{l, 

Cuba 
Ecuador 
Guatemala 
Honduras 
iiexico 
Porto Rico 

Belgitllll 
Bulgaria 
England 
Gree co 
I1 ... ole11.d. 
Italy 
Spain 

J.l;. Al Fa.bray, Chief Chemist, Aclco Incorporated, Sedalia, Hissom."i, 
Conf'e.1 .. enco, L!arch 22, 1951. 



Africa 

Br:l:tish E.ast .Africa 
Egypt 
Union of' South Africa 

.Australasia 

.Australia 
Heu- Zoala.ncl 
Ind.ia 
Japan 

Iraq 
'I'urkey 

Thoso a.re pm:·chascd fron importol"s, usually nt l~eu Orlet.uw. Tho .fo:reign 

:materials a.re then shipped by rail Sedalia, via, St,. Louis. The 1:iasic . 
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TtJ,T:J natcrials fmt:1 uhe:r(.,) t;lmy are purchased. or impo.rtcd fron are as i'ollows: 

our11cruba t.n1d fJ;}rixthetio uox: come from. 11:t•azil, coconut oil comes f'rom the 

Philippine Islands, shcllctc cones f'rora Ceylon., liquid potash soaps come from 

van.ts 0011,9 fron the tiid ... Conti11ent fields of the Uniterl St.,1,tcs, a.llca.li and 

11t1:x, amyl acetate, butyl alcohol, hexelyr:.e glyaal, and glyceri11e co.me from 

va:t"ious cities in the United States. Tness products. have wry little wltto 

except to the chemist;, and as a result of their eo-lloctio'l:1 and comtttn.ati-011, 

Adco 's products have a high value added. 

Sedalia 's heavy industi~ tond.s to continuously omploy between 2000 to 

3500 men. Theoc iur..lust,ries a:t"e classified as heavy industries because of the 

large type of product. 0J1,cl the process a:nd rau materials utiliZed., The :tndustrJ 

tend\3 to remain stable al though smaller companies should be Bncom"aged to 



CHAPTER VI 

TIIB PROCESSING IlIDUSTRJES 

In the proce.ssing induat:cy' the main locational force is the availability 

,of ra.1,1 mo:teria.ls. The major function of thase indus-t;ries is to make goods 

ready for shipment by reducing their bulk or perishabillty and prepro."ing the 
l 

product for consumption or further manufacture. Reduction in transportation 

costs due to processing are au:f'ficient so as to locate the .factories near ·!.;ho 

source of "the raw materials. Fundamentally their chief function is to psr-

form. the final stage in making the products of local farms and mines read..v 

f'oi~ shipment to ma:rkets. 

Since the processing ind:ustcy is associated in Sedalia primarily with 

the agricultural products from the surrounding areae,, it is important to re .. 

vieu at this time some agricultural statistics of Pettis countw. Pettis 

county is prima:r'i)¥ Sedalia.•s trade territory both in its yield of rau mater

ials and its purchase of finished produats. 

The principal crops produced include corn, oats, wheat., soybeans, 1,.sre,, 

grain, and fort'age sorghums and hay inclv.ding J.er_.ruJnes und grasses.. There 

are 217,626 acres <>:f: crop land il1 the county, 107,.195 acres of plowable 

pasture, . .'33,835 acres of timber land and 64,'2l75 of diversified or 0011bi11.atio1w 

of the above types.2 

l Harold Hull l1foCarty, The Geggrp.phic Basis ,sd:. American Economic Lil'e .• 
Harper and B:i.xrther-s 1 p. 48$.. · 

2 Harry rJorrison, Agont, County Fam B1.m:1au, Sedalia, Missouri, Confer-
ence, Marcli 22, 1951. · 
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The following table will give the reader a more definite picture as to 

the size and number of farms supplying raw materials to these diversified 

industries . 

Under 10 acres 
10-29 acres 
30-49 acres 
50-69 acres 
70-99 acres 
100-139 acres 
140-179 acres 

Table VIII 

3 
Number ~ Farms ~ Size 1n Pettis County 

123 180 ... 219 acres 
195 220-259 acres 
190 260-379 aares 
l42 380-499 acres 
263 500-699 acres 
38.3* 700-999 acres 
336* Over 1000 acres 

Total 

195 
169 
244 
104 
61 
77 
12 

2391 

The greatest number of farms as shown by the asterisks in the table above, 

may be put in one grouping . This grouping has 719 farms , almost thirty-three 

per cent of the total. These are farms from 70 to 139 acres in size, showing 

this size span to be the most economical and popular to farmers of this region. 

The main products that the farms produce have been mentioned previously, 

but the following table sho~s ho~ much of the individual raw materials are 

available for Sedalia 1s processing industries . 

Product 

Table ]! 
4 

Annual Agricultural Products ,.9£ Pettis County 

Amount Product 

Apples 5, 746 bushels Oats 1,108,980 bushels 
Barley 179, 950 bushels Peaches 5,651 bushels 
Chickens 2, 208 raised Pears 2 , 705 bushels 
Corn 1,292,070 bushels !we 3, 060 bushels 
Eggs 2, 226 dozen Soybeans 9,520 bushels 
Grapes 100, 130 pounds S trauberries 28,349 quarts 
Hay 34,460 tons Tobacco 4,.360 pounds 
Milk 3,466,967 gallons Wheat 371, 760 bushels 

3 Morrison, .2l2• ill• 

4 Sixteenth Census of' United States,, Statistics by Counties, Washington, 
D. c., United States Department of Commerce , Bureau of Census (1940) . 
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The liver:rtock raised in this cou.'lty is principallJT hogs, beef cat'l~le, 

dairy co.ttle, sheep a21d poul"b:r;f. 

CDt.tlc 
Chickens 
Iiogs 
Ho:r.ses 
i'Iilk Cows 
l·_;irtleo 
Sheep 
'.i'urke:,rs 

J2,5JO 
290,0BO 
37,990 

6,.330 
10,900 

··) 'JO ,.,u. 
16,330 
21,.oco 

f'/'l fruits and ,,egetables 

house 

t,o house methods. The p.ri11~:i.p2l raw ma:terinls ,x;ed by the p::ocessi11t~ industries 

consfo·0 of miU;:, eggs., and the grains .• 

Scdalic. 

or 1:1hol0~ling on a YSl;/ smo.11 scale. These e13t,nblishmo11ts employ onl~/ s:b:: 

to eight men. Most of tho mce.t .is shipJ)od t.o large pac2::if\.g co:nce:.:·11s in St. 

Illinois. '.Chis plcnt produccc geode under 

Meadou Gold proi:·lucts. 

The plnnt e:r;1ploye,:3.s :1ir.oi:ry peopk 'i7ith the lil'.YxtllJ.y poyrc,11 beinr; t.>.pp1·oxi-

'm...,-i-.,1,.,,. <:~')') ,;;r-1 6 
mo.l.<tl ;; vc.,~,"'-'1 • Six. pc1r::.H:,n2 ::11"'e eaployed to do stet:i.stical office. wo1-..k, 

5 Census Reports, .212• ,ill. 

6 ,l. H. Bugby, 1:brl.8.ger, Deatr:lce Foods Oonrpaey, Sedalia, Viisso-u..ri, 
Conference, May 29, 1951. 
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three are engaged in research and eighty-one product-ion and maintenance em-

ployees. 

This plant is primarily an ice crean manufacturine plant, al'l:.hough some 

manufacturing of cottage cheese is done.. The Sedalia plant produces 100,000 

gallo11s of ice cream pe::r month i11 the summer time. This consists of five 

gallon, tuo nnd one ... hnlf gallon, ,quarts and pint containers, along uith dozen 

packages of novelties. They also produce approxima.tel3 60,000 pounds of 

cottage cheese dry curd monthl;v",. 

The main raw material used in this production is milk. All of the milk 

used is from Pettis County £arms,. whioh is 't.ru.cked into the Sedalia plant 

dui:cy-. The milk receiving department has 250 producers living on eight 

organized and serviced milk routes. The plant p1..1rehases approximately 7.33,.450 
7 

pounds of milk monthly from t.hese farmers. Approximate:Jy $25,000 is paid 

nonthzy to these farmers for their raw materi!l:l. 

The Sedalia plant has a ne11 modern laborator;r costing approximatelY 

$? ,000.00.. Tuo sldllec1 technicians: are in charge ·Of testing and resee.rch 

work. Every mon·bh a sample test is run on all milk patrons. This is a 

mioroscopie ·test for bacteria~ Daily;) fifty samples are run on a complete 

analysis of bacteria, butter £at and to"Gal solids. 

The only other rau mat.erials used besides milk and cream are sugar:, 

malts and assorted flavoring ex·traets, i,. a..chocolate, artil'ici.al cherries,,. 

strawberries, etc. which are pttr{~hased from nholesalers a.nd not the dil. .. eet 

producer. 

Ice Cl."'eat1 and cottage cheese are the onJ.¥ products manufactured, although 

this plnnt. acts as a distribution center for butter, cheese, salad dressing.,, 

7 Bagby, Sil• cit. 
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and oleomargarine manufactured in Des Iioil'les, IO\la and sent to Sedalia for 

distribution. 

Central Uissouri is the main ·trade territory-., although they supply 

Kansas City and St. Louis as well as southern ltls-souri with m.:'1cy~ novel·lr'Jf ice 

cream prociucts. The wholesale department has three refrigerated trucks sei"V-

ing ·the central L'!issouri area and eight tro.nsport trucks se1,ving the pre:viousl;y 

mentioned fringe areas. The plant .maintains a twenty-f OUI' hOUl" service dop.art ... 

ment, servicing all of their tll't'ee hundred accounts with t.he best refrigerator 

service obtainable, free of charge• 

The Tullis and Hall Da.icy is an 01.rtg:r.--ooth of a i1holesale ioo cream ma:nu ... 

factu:ri.ng concern and was established by Mr. V. V. Tullis in 1932. 8 Th!!! 

compa:qy now sells milk, cottage cheese and eream wholesale and retail and 

ice cream retail. 

The chief raw material used. is milk which is received from surroundi.l'l...g 

farms. Tttl.lis a.:r..d Hall puraha.se approxinw.teJ;y- 75,000 pounds per day in th9 

summer,- but; :Of course, t.his purchasing and the business in :relationship to 

ice ere.am is highly seasonal. The wholesale and retail miJJc businet'HJ ie 

rather constan·t. throughout the year. Ur. W. w. Greer points out that th.era 

was little or no milk production in Sedalia until atter 1906. Before this 

time all .milk products 11eeded for the ice cream business rrere shipped in from. 

Illinois .or Kan.sos. The nilk is noo brought to Sedalia either by local haulers 
9 

who ha.ve piok-up routes, or by the producers themselves. 

$ W. W. Greer, Manager, ·Tullis ... Ho.11 D:ai:cy', Sedalia, Missouri, Correspond.
enae_,. February 24, 1951. 

9 Ibid. 
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frrdt.s and flavoring ·that. are ptu:chased from local ifJholesaJ.ers or from St,. 

Louis or I(anses Ci·ty houses.. Boxes and cartons are purchased from papel"' 

mantu'actm"'eZ'S in Ifo:nsas City and bott,les are usually purchased from Or.1e11S 

Glass Company of East St,. Lou.is, Illinois. 

At pi--esent., the daixy delivers milk,. cheese ~,o VJholesale outlets, J .. S• 

grocers, rer3to..m"a11ts, nH,hin a :t"'adius of fifty miles of Sedalia.. The main 

trade a.re a however is it1 Sedalia p1~oper. 

Tullis and Hall errploy approxi:m.ately forty people all through the year 

with an approximate increase .of t.en persons in the summer. The mone;y spent 

by local processors for milk, labor, and miscellaneous supplies vlill l"Ull into 

The Swif·t. and Compaey plai·rt in Sedalia is a dair.v aild poultry plant 

founded there in 1905. 
10 

The raa.in this plmrt establishecl in :reasons was 

eom:m.v.nity are; (1) 11ear11ess to raw materials, of which production in this 

area is heav;y-, (2) fine transportat:ton facilities., bot,h rail and roa.d, a.nd 

(3) .stli"liablc supply of labor. 

at Um time this plant was established, praet,ically all poul~.r was 
ll 

the 

shipped to the eastern markets, packed and frozen. During the past several 

years the trend of the poultl"IJ bus:Lness has bee.n to an ice-packed product 

sold in t,he c:tcy and to nearby ci·ties. Today, chickens m~e still a leading 

10 Ro1x;irt L., Walje,. Assistant F!!atw,ger, Swift nnd Company, Sedalia, 
.vUssouri, Corronpondence, Febru0x7 16,. 1951. 

11 Ibid. 



raw material. Broilers are the specialty and are purchased in the Sedalia 

area, south.am. Missouri and. quite a large quantity from Arkansas. These 

chickens are ice pa eked and sent to nearby branches for distribt1tion. fhe 

company alsc, purchases eggs, which they break, then freoze ar dry, and send 

to nGarby branches. Eggs are candled and sold in the Sedalia. area fresh. 
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Butter, too, is manui'actnred in this plant e .. :nct sold locally. Raw milk is ob-

tained f1•om the surrounding farms. 

This Swift m1c1 Company plant acts as a distribution point f'or ice cream 

that is ~hippeo. in f'ror,1 mmsus City- b!7 transport truck. They suppl;y' coi:m1-mi ... 

ties within a fifty mile radius of Sedalia -rri·!ih all of the various products 

mentioned. 'l'h0 type of work the industl.'Y tloon is high~y secsonaJ. and the 

nuober of 0m1Jloyoes varies from 125 peopl?. in the 11intcr to 200 in t'.he late 

System Hills is ·the only· lal--ge flour and grist mill in Sedalia at the 

preserrt ti.me. The, small coram'l.Ul:i.ties around Sedalia 11• ii• Dresden, Knobnoster, 

Smithton, Groon.ricl.ge, all have their own 1i1ills, so tho.t :tt is not necessa:ey to 

bring th.0 ra:il' mc.dje:dals :tirc.o Sedalia f o:r· processing. The mill in Sedali~ does 

proces.sing st,oruging axil rErta:ll sellinth 

'l'he rm1 oot.erials are purchase::1 fl .. om Pettis Cotm:ty :f'e,rma:rs. TL10 :main 
12 

grains used e:re wheat, corn, barley,. oats and rye. Those aro proeossett 

and the mill then w.onufactu:rers flou.T, corn mas.l, wholo wheet flour, graham 

flour, dail-y feed and poul,try feed.. 'l'l.tese i'in:lshed products nre sold r .. ~tail 

l2 He;o:r;.7 Blaine, Ov.rne.1 .. " Syst.cE Iilil.ls, S.eclo,lfo, Hissom."'i, Corronpondence, 
June 21, 1951. · 
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Tb.e f fo.e higl:mey facilities of Scdolio. are aspocial:iy advantageous to this 

iua.ustrJ r.s mos ... Ci of the finished pr.oduct,a a:i::·e sh:.Lpped by truck. -The mill has 

five t:r:1.cl:s operating in the local area 0.1td in cen~l t1:i.ssout":l.• Tho .cit,y 

is c.1:lntrally looat;ed i:n 1 .. espect to these thirty-six cciu'.l.ties, or trade te.r:ri

·tory of the mill. 

,t\t tJ.w preser:;:t time there v.ro twonty-fhre people employed by System hlilJ.s. 

Of these, wo o.r~ empla,:Jed to do secretarial nork, five are tri:tck driver, five 

are salesmen, t.m"ee arc b'qyers, and thoi"'<3 are ·ten laborers in the plan:t.. 

M;\sn9t1.1:i Fa,rmers Asnociutign 

The f-li.ssouri Far:m.ers .Associat,ion is a coopc:r-ativo association dealing 

in ag:r·ien.1 tv..ral products., Through the Associ.a~,;ion, the farmers ,:;ho are L¥Jm• 

1Jc.J.:>s hrinr; the:u~ :?:o:v1 m~:t.erials in, are :paid the narket price and are aJ.looe:d 

to bey finished products as cheaply as. possible.. The Association does no·c 

have a 1:lill in the strict sense of tho word, because it has no storage 

eapuei·~~, but, does o.n.Jy processing. 

Farn :p1"oduoo pu.;rcha2ed ir1elude corn, barley" oat.s, rye, eggo, c:ream and 

p012J:t.ry.. Theoe e.re :recei'V'ed. from far1r.01 ... s of 'the ce.>.rtl:'al tliss.ouri area, wi'Glt• 

in a.11 apprC1Jtimnte fifteen mifa radius of Sedc.lic.. At, present the i.1issouri 

FtU~noz-s .AsE:ocfation has seve11 employees engaged in processing these roawials. 

othe.1"' than dressing pcultry and cu,.ndling eggs, ley'ing nash., dairy feGd, job 

feed and flour are manufactured.., 

T9'-ystee Bread Co:m:pa~ 

ThG Ta;ystee Bread Company is one of "the largest manufacturing conoer1w 

or its ti.ind in central f:Jissouri. Sedalia 1s pivotal location .and fine highway 

facilities have proved especially advantageous to thfa oompru:~r as it has to 
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so:ae of the othG:rs described t:.foovc. The pltrn.t is i1ot 'the small local type 

finished p1"odnct. The trade a:re~ is comp:dsed of an. area approxim::i.·te~~ with• 
13 

in a forty Bile radius of Sedalia. .All of the :marketing shipnents are don<:) 

so.1t,, sugar and yeast. These are purchased from local wholesale dealers. 

Tays tee :manufactu.res all types of packng;e rolls, semi-cooked rolls, bums, and 

loaves of bread. The company emplqyeas approximately fifty-one people at 
. 14 

present, and the production output is 16,000 loaves o.f broad pe.r day. 

The Bugby Hatchery is one of the le€1di.ng hatcheries of Sedalia toclay. 

Others in the city are the Sedalia I'IG't,chery, Rice liatchery, and the Ivan Bor!'Jl' 

Hatchery, hut the Bagby Ifotche1~ has beo.n chosen as .a rep:L"esentativc example. 

This plant is prirr ... '3.rily coucer1ted i1i'ch rnisi:ng baby ehieks although they have 

the use of o.1~tificial ineuba:t.ion, they produce 1,500,000 chickens y0aJ.'l¥ • The 

of the eh;i.ck.s D.nd in r;eneral labor activities. 

13 Elme1· Dill1?.:rd, fflat.mger, Teystee Bread Compa11y, Sedalia, I'lissouri, 
Corresponclence, June 21., 1951. 
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highl,¥ advantageous to this type of industr.v where quick cleliveries are 

essential. 'The Bagby hatcher~· ships the chicks to many points in the United 

States, al·though the ooin trade territory is in central Pilissouri., 

Bence, a pictut•e of Sedalia •s representative pr-000:ssing illdustries shm1s. 

their sie;nificance and rcl.v;tion to geographic factors, particularly location, 

rau materials, transportation, and labor. As this local indust?J is primarily 

concerned \7ith :food and relat,ed producto, it is noticeable that Sedalia has 

m.nr:w large and small illdustrias of this type. The wri.ter hns picked only the 

best representations of this il1dU,St:cy becc.use it would be beyond the seope of 

the study to discuso all of tho smll individue.l ones. The agricultural 

procesoing industl."ies are situated il1 Sedalia beco:t:tS,9 of' the heavy production 

of agricultural products in the area, ·hhe fine t:rat1spo1 .. tation facilities. pro• 

vided and the eooct market ,rhich permits dispooal of the finished product. 



CHAPTER VII 

THE DIVERSIFIED INDUSTRIES 

The classification of diversified industry is self explanatory as to 

designation, and the category is applied to all of the industries which are 

out-of- the ordinary in character or handle specialities . There are a few 

large industries to be considered in this classification, for the core of the 

diversified industry is small industrial establishments employing from five 

to fifty people . It would be possible to classify this industry as special• 

ized. 

Town~ Count!;( Shoe Company 

The Town and Country Shoe Company specializes in the manufacture of 

women ' s shoes and associated leather goods , such as belts and purses . 

In 1928, Forstmann, an Englishman, patented a new cushion type inner 
l 

sole for shoes. This sole was developed around 1941 into what is known 

as the slip-lasted shoo . Slip last is a process wherein a last is built 

within a last. The basic mold is built upon which the uppers are eon-

structed, and within this mold the slip last is constructed, making it 

possible to give more exact fits to individual needs . 

In 1943 Town and Country entered the field utilizing the slip- last 

in the production of women ' s shoes . The factory has , in previous years , not

ed a peak and valley production pattern. The peak usualzy occurs in late 

1 c. W. Mathieson, Vice- President, Town and Country Shoe Company, 
Sedalia, Missouri, Conference , March 23, 1951. 
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spring and tho valley happens in earily winter. Today, none•the-less the 

eompaey is operating -Ol'l a high plateau year round in which fu.11 production 

is the case. 

The compaey- employees 440 people in the plant. These employees are 

most:cy, nomen who do the pattern ma1d.ng., molding and stitching of the shoos. 

A few .of the emplcyees ai•e men who do the trucld.ng, packing., and managerial 

work. Eight,y-five per cent of the tr.rorkers are .from Sedalia proper uhile the 

remaining fifteen per cent commute .fra.fil d.is·tanoos of seven to twelve miles 

from Sedalia. 2 

This plant iui't,iall.lf vras located here because of i"i:,s oentral J.oea'tion 

in th~ United States, the good supply of the necessary type of labor, the 

fine transporta~ion facilities and the overall type of personnel desi.rea.3 

The location end traooportatio1:1 are especially advantageous,: as the compaey 

brings tog.ether raw materials from all pa:rts of the United States and dis• 

tributes finishe.d goods to many arean of ·the world. 

ty skins, i~abrios, thread and packi11g boxes. These are all finished or semi• 

finished goods in t,heir o~m right., but it is not until ·they have been con-

struoted into shoes that they ha.ve value to the ultimate shoe ooosu.r.1er. These 

leathers a.I'e· ptµ?chased already tanned f'roru. .Uei1 York Ci'tw,. Philadelphia,, Pennsyl-

vania and Boston and Peabody, Tu'Iassachuoetts.. The threads and fabrics are 

shipped from the New England states. Tam and Country has n shoe box which 

has an advertising cover depioti11g 1:iodes of transportation thl"ot1.ghout the 

years; i;his they have patented and m1;Ju:1uf"~ctured both in St •• Louio and Kansas 

2 Mathieson. 212• cit. 
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After the shoes are constructed, they are distributed both by truck 

and rail to all of ·!;:he metropolitan centers of the United States. The corapaJ.W 

also exports shoes to the metropolitan centers of Canada, Ha,vaii a11d to Ber-

mud.a. 

l, .. j. ]&mI Manuf'e.9turi11g Compap.y 

The· J. A. Lanw Manufacturing Company was found.ad in 1866, mainly a.s a 

jobbing and tailoring concern, but the founders soon saw the possibilities 

of manufacturing uork clothing, as Sedalia was a leading shipping point. 

For illustration, the ·volume of cattle shipped from Sedalia at that time was 

larger than the number shipped froa Kansas City,, shov1ing the influx of farm

ers \1ho needed work clothes.4 Also,. there was quite an in.flux of railroad 

workers. This location next to the market, plus fine transportation tacili

ties and a good suppzy of labor are the primary reasons for the plant's 

location. 

In 1893 the eo1npany was incorporated and the manufacturing end was 

greatly expanded t1i th the cons,truction of a. three-story brick building uhich 

it still occupi.ea. Since its construction the original building has been 

added to eight times, and the fact~ noo includes an entire oity block,. 

a.ppraximateJ.y 400 by 400 feet in size. 

Gradually the manufacturing of work clothing replaced the job bing of 

men's furnishings until 191.,)} when the company dropped the jobbing to devote 

its ·entire interests to manufa.~turing. 

The eompazv at present has about four hundred employees with a 

4 John Pehlam, Plant Engineer of' J. A. Lanzy- Manufacturing Company 1 

Sedalia, Missouri, Correspondence, Februacy 28, 1951. 
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prcxluction payroll of approximately one million dollars . 5 This employment 

has increased th.rough the years, but for the last twenty years it has been 

a stable industry with good production at all times . 

The entire prcxluction is devoted to western type waist overalls and 

is in excess of a million and a half pairs per year. The trade area covers 

the United States between the Atlantic seaboard and the Rocky Mountains. 

The compacy is now under contract of the Levi Strauss Compacy manufacturing 

Levi overalls (western pants ) • 

The raw materials used in this industry are denim which comes from 

North Carolina, thread which originates from different points in the South

east and Connecticut, and button and rivets which come from the Detroit, 

• ckigan area. These are shipped to Sedalia by railroad. Such raw materials 

would have little value except to the experienced seamstress, and as a result 

the completed products have a considerable value added by manufacture. 

Large parts of the outgoing shipments are made by truck due to the 

speed with which shipments are made as compared to the cheaper, but sl er, 

rail shipments . The location of this industry, it appears, in conclusion, 

is likewise a picture of Sedalia ' s grovrth through marketing, transportational 

and labor possibilities • 

.'.!hEl Zephp Manufacturing pompanv; 

The Zeplzy'r Manufacturing is the outcome of earlier manufacturing con 

eerns Which evolved to be the present one . The initial Acme Broom Compaey 

was succeeded by the Acme Manufacturing Gompaey in the earzy- 1940s when 

the manufacture of various types of mops was undertaken along with a regular 

5 Pehlam, .m2• ~ . 
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lino of broo:w.s. In 1946 tho nane of; the company was clt.."l.nged to the Zeplzyi., 

I10.nuf'actur.i11g Compacy-, an outg:rmrth of ·the fact, the:t Zephy!0 nas a !'J.ai,re used 

mop llecd.s, dish mops, :i:egu:' .. n.:r brooms, whisk .broom3 and all i;IJpes of s1:ed.alty 

6 
nops and b::oot1s. This line of products rJight ba an i:n.sic;M, into w!ry t,he 

compa.rw cha.need its name for no longer is it a broom factory but an industry 

t,urni,u out. a ;:n:ultitude of fi11.ished oleani:n.g produets. 

Th.e mrr:1bor. of people emplcwed too.!'.Jr in this pl!lnt is c.ppra:d.r.w.tely 

seventy. It has varied th.roueh the years up to u 1ri.aximu."ll of 01-ie hundrod. 

Alt,hou.gh prorlnotion is at the highest point. todey-, through better methods and 

7 mach:i..nery the to'tal nu.111b0:r oi' emplcy-ees has d~~·eased. 

The re:f/1 rmteri~.lo used in the manufc.cture of' thene good.o consist ma.inl;r 

of bro0;::1 corx1, cotton ye.rns, and ·J.:;he required b.tuidle~. The broon corn used. 

comes frnm Texas, Oklahona, Colorado, and !few !dexieo. Sonie broom corn, al-

though small quantities, is obtained from ~7estern. K.."lnsa.21 and Central- Illi;"J.ois. 

The cotton nw.ter:t@.ls, generally, come from v1icle];y scattered sources -.--11th no 

apee:lfic ones. Cellulose yarn used in some -of the prod.nets is obtained a,::; a 

finished product from Dupont, Incorporated. The handles used at this time 

are fir handles and COIOO fron. t!1e Pacific I:kirthwest. These handles have been 

found superior to the ha:rd;;;roods of the southern states. 

Tho 100£.tion of Sedo.l:i.a is W3T!/ advantageous to this industry. This 

location coupled uith trcnspo.rtation. and lflhor supply arc the main. reasoxi..s: 

6 R.. J. Lindstrom., Vice-President,. Zeplzy'r rJ!anufacturiJJg Compaey, Sedalia, 
Missouri, Correspondence, Fe'bruar-.r 16, 1951. 
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for the location of the ir1dustr-,1. Sedalia is a central area for the gathering 

of these r·atl naterials aud their combination into a finished product. 

Sedalia itself serves so a large part of the market for these products 

and St,. Louis mid Kansas City also utilize ·!;hem. The products are ship:ped 

to r.aa:qy of' the :mic1•uestern metropolitan. centers, and to South Amer·ica, Ber ... 

mud.a and the Hawaiian Islands. Sales are also made to exporting firms but 

i:rJ.f ormation about, the receivers is not available. 

Parkhtgs t Trailer ComIW:~ 

The Parkhurst Trailer Company is a specialty industr-;, manufacturing wagon 

beds, and all sized trailer and truck beds. The main reasons fo:r.· the selection 

of Sedalia as a site for tho industry was that '!;here nas a market for the pro .. 

duct here and its central location. (Besides the 1-aanuf'acturinft of the trai1e1~s 

a rGntal system is a part of this company is function.) Today the company em-

ployees fo:r-l.:,y persons, all of '1:Jhom are skilled technicians engaged in desig11-

ing and building ne,7 trailers from tho ground up. 

The ro.u materials used are steel, iron, lumber of' various sizeH and 

dimensions and "the co1mecti11g materials, sueh as nails, :rivets and bolts. 

These are made into small automobile trailers, large auto trailers, eutrtom 

truck trailers, stock beds and wagox1 beds. 

Alt.hough some or t,he product{s manufactured are ztandard., the r.:iaj 01--it.y of 
8 

t,he nork is on custom basis and is usually an individual item output basis. 

Honever, the company manufactures app:raximate),y 500 v1agon beds per year for 

Montgomery and Ward Compat}Y, 125 two ton t.railers., .300 small trailerr1 and 

various t<:;pes .of custom trailers take up t,he remainder of the production 

8 Robert Parkh1..u~st, Jr., Craner, Parkhurst Trailer Company, Sedalia, 
Missouri, Correspondence, June 2.3, 1951. 
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'fhere ure approxit"W:tely tt:rent.:y trailers of all sizes in stock for rental 

purponeo ,7hich can b;::~ · hud by the hour, day, week or mo11'th. The combined f'aci-

vm:::;tern half of' Kansas. Sedalia. •s excellent, loc"d;;i.011 ill refe:rence to this 

gene:l:."al area plus 'the fine ~ransporta'tion facilit;ies have proved highly ad ... 

van:tage ous t;o this industry. 

The Lime l?roclucts Comparzy- is engaged in extracting lime from quarrie.s 

located triree mileo sout,h of Sedalia. The compa1,y produces rough lime, 

crushed lime and the various lir;re fertilizers. The lime is handled loose 

by trucks o:c packaged int.o one hundred pound sacks. The c:ompa.17,Y does cuctcTt 
10 

sprcyin.g ancl hauling for farmers of thia territory. 

Within ·i:.ha Pet,t,is and Benton county areas, five trucks are operated by 

·the compar:\lr in the haulir.t,fl and spreo.ding of lime. The:re are ·tr:elve employees,. 

tractio11. ApproxiJnatel;y 20,000 t,o 301 000 1::.one of liloo pel' yea.14 are brouf;ht 
11 

from these qua~cries. The management 01,:U'rie.s on a close relationship with 

the various £'arm bureaus and othe:i: stat,e agencies in trying ·!:;o produce more 

.effective fe.rt;il;l.ze:cB and lime use for the benefit of the agricultural 

population of th.is area. 

10 We,lte:r J:Ic:rr1pson, LT.anager, Lime P.-roducts Compaey, Sedalia, l:lissouri, 
Correspondence, June 2.3, 1951. 

11 Ibid. 
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The compaey is located in Sedalia because the minel"al resources of 

1L'11estone is here and because of the market that is loce,ted in the farming 

regions rou11d about Sedalia. 

Cramer IJaydi~~ Compaa.y: 

The hnyditc brick, produced by tha Cramer Heyditc Company, is a ma:oorlal 

used in the construction of buildings a11d houses. The demar.id depends upr.m. 

building activit.ies with.in the f~rea and because bttildin~g activities have been, 

of the C1"'VJ:1er Cono:trnction Corapar,y. Besides I-L"i;"r,lite brick::;, plain concrete 

bloek!'.l a1·e also ni..a:nufactured. 

The prim2J;j" ruv1 :r:iaterie,ls used r,,1_,.e sand,, ,cement, and h~ydite which is a 

12 
light ... wci.gh.t burned shale. As previously stated,, these haydi·te blocks are 

· used in construction,. u71ich, fo:i.~ the most part., is of a local ch2raeter. The 

t:rade area is de.f'ined as Seslalia proper .• 

'r'he cc,mp:.uzy employes tsn peoplo who mcnufo.ct,ure app:roximnte]y 150,000 
13 

blocks am1u~lly. This type of product, has rivalod the old cinder block 

°bJpe which rras formerly shipped in from Ifansas City.. The ma:d::0t in this are.'.:\ 

is probably the only factffi: of importnncQ in the locr1tion of this type ("..f 

industry. 

Within Sec1alia there arc 1111rD.0rous bottling uo1"lts, but to discuss all of 

them will not he necessary. A rcpresen.tr:.tivs eJ::an:p1e uas chosen 

------
l2 Walter Gramer,. Owner, Cram.er Heydite Oom.pa.11;7, Sedalia, Hisso:1.ri, 

Cor:respo:mlonce., Ju..ne 23, 1951. 

13 .~. 
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of the Pepsi-Cola Compar:ry. Amount of prcxluction, materials required and type 

of employees necessary will suffice for an interpretation of the rest of the 

industry. 

Pepsi-Cola Compattr is a franchised compaiv under the auspices of the 

original compacy of Long Island City, New York. The main location factors 

are the central location of Sedalia, the fine transportation facilities and 

the market for this beverage product. 

~his company manufactures bottled drinks and distributes them to re 

tailers 1ithin an area of thirty miles radius of Sedalia. They operate three 

trucks and one trailer truck. One of the trucks has Sedalia as its territory 

and the other two operate the trade area surrounding Sedalia. The trailer 

truck hauls daily loads of from three hundred to five hundred cases to out

lets in Clinton and Canrlenton, Missouri. This industr,y, of course, is highly 

seasonal and this observation is made in the summer hen prcxluction is at its 

highest . The writer believes this to be the representative picture of the 

industry because the three summer months are when ninety per cent,ef the 

business is done . 

The raw materials used in this industry are sugar, water, concentration, 

bottles, caps, cartons, cases and CO2• The majority of these are purchased 

through wholesalers and are not bought direct. Sugar is purchased through 

a local wholesaler . Concentrate from Pepsi-Cola comes from the home compaey 

shipped through Louisville, Kentuclcy, while concentrates f'or the various 

other flavors are purchased through houses located mainly in St. Louis. 

Bottles are obtained primarily from Owens Glass Compaey of Illinois and caps 

and cartons are shipped from areas in the east. Water is a necessary bulky 

raw material and a good water supply is fortunately found here . The Pepsi 

Cola Company uses appt>ax:imate]y 24, 000 gallons of water a day in the summer. 
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Carbon dioxide is purchased from tho Liquid Carbonic Corporation o:f' Kansas 

Cit-,r ar..d is shipped in fifty poTu"ld blocks to the Sedalia plant. 

The plant in summer ma:nufaotures apprax:imately 1500 cases per day with 

twenty-fot1.r bottles to tho case. They employ between twelve and fifteen 

personz. 

Other small industries of this classification and emplcying from three 

"to ·ten persons are: Bryan and Battles Arming Compaey, Paulus Awning Compaey, 

Dixie Kitchen, Graham Gone:rote Works, StD.te Fair Flo:ral Company,, Phieffer 

Floral Compaey, .Archias Floral Company, Dunn Bevel'age Conpa.ey, Dr. Pepper 

Bot,tling Cor:1parzy- and the Coco.-Cola Bottling Company. These industries produce 

goods of the diversified type which t,hey sell both -wholesale and retail. 

The en.ti:t·o claosifica.tion is composed o! similar industl."ies producing 

out of the ordinar-,1 goods and specialw products. 



CHAPTER VIII 

MODERN DEVlnOPLiEN'l' OF THE CITY 

surrounded by a flut, rolling prairie, the divi.aion point. of tifJO l."aih"ot,ds 

and tb.e cross i:tJg poi.r1-t of tno Unit,ed Stat,es highl7a:Y'S, Sedalia stands tod.ey 

as the 11Queen City of the 
1 

P • • .. -
1'0.:l.1".ies." He1-- success Ol" developmcn:'G is he.sed 

n.1ai:1.J;:,r on i:seographical loce:t.io11 aJ:1.d in turn through this location, on the 

fine transpor·0rrtion f'acilit,ies developed there. 

'fhe p1'0se1rt population is approxima:tely 20,208 and f-01· a cit,y of this 

size, Secla1i~ has maJ.zy cult.Ul"al and social advantages. 2 By this term Had"' 

vanfo.gesn is ueant as it, is a place in rthieh to live, among cultivated tmd 

skilled people, r.ii·th good health comlitions, modern conveniences, and economic 

condit.io11s. 

In (liscussing Sedalia's modern d.evelopmor1t., the t1riter uill lim:i:t the 

t,o see nhat changes have occurred., i• .51,. indust,rial, social anJ.l economic, 

r1it,M.J.'i. Sed~litt and ho-J theDe changes ha:ve st,rengthened the ci·ty as a cultural 

and eco11omic orga1usm. 

The gi~Oi,th of' the cormrr-a.11.it.y during the laot, tnerity ycal."S is almost; un-

not.iceablo except, for a peak du.1'il:1g the yea.rs 191:2:-191;-5 when the Sedalia 

Arr;ry .t\.:b.• Base was in opert,:~ion. The new ii1du£:try and businesr:; i:n ·the city 

2 ~., p. 2.30 .. 
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has been sufficient to keep "the population at 20,000 but, the demand for em-

plo-yoes is stationa1...v. PreGEHrt. industries absorb the availe.ble labor :mpply 

and ar;y new industries will tend to replace old ones, 'Lnking up e~r slriclr in 

by tho great metropo1itnn ce.nters of K:msaB Git~y· and St~ Lou:.i.;J. !locc.u.se of 

th.z ccntrc.l location betneen then1, S0d.o.lia ts pre::ient e .. nd futv..:r·e :size ::rill 

·tend to rer;1t:d11. constant e.t the 20,000 mark, unles~1 some 1oct1.l or rogio1aial 

3 
population c.gg:ranc1izement developme:rrt. occurs. 

Tl1c ar021. occupiecl 

probeL1y fiS a result of decentralfaatirn:1. Recent figures show th.at Sedalia 

has buil'!; fh""O htmd.red l1(Hl' houses, but has @.dd.ed oi1ly s:lx new streets in 
4 

the L1.st ten yeo.rs. These are Wirrte1:0 , Sununer and Aut,m111 St,reet.s, West 

Thirteenth Street Rood., Crescent and Liberty Park Drive. The streets nith 

sous01~al names aud Liberty Park Drive are located in the -rmst central sector 

of the southeast quadrant anc1 West Thirt-0en'c.h Street. Drivo in. the cont,ral 

·sector of the southwest qucd:rc.nt. Associated with these street-s, of course, 

is a building program including mo.1:zy- now horr~es. 

fab:ricc.t€d structu:res classified as Cwl and Bw·l. These i:1e:re built on un ... 

developed ls.nd north of the n12.:Ln pa.-rk dm.~ing the le.rd; frnxr ye.ars. The .homes 

last to11 

3 Robert Crisler., Depa.rtment of Geography', Washil:igton University, 
St. Louis, hlissouri, Correspondence, Apr·il 10, 1951. 

I+ James Collins, City Engineer., Sedalia, r.Iissotu~i, Correspond.ence, 
June 7, 1951. 

has 
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beon dovelcped extending tv10 blocks east and west of Crescent Drive and these 

hcnes are clo.sr3if'ied e.s Owl ... Bwl. The-re has been extensive building too along 

Vlest Thirteenth Street in the 1500 block and the region sou-th of ri'-c,elth Street., 

'l'!lose hor;.l(ls t".I'o t:.ostly lbl s.:nd Bbl cla!:isificsd;ions, although ·i;hero ar0 sever ... 

al A.bl homes scattered ill this area."' These are the three ma:Lu areas trmt have 

seen gr(,'T.·l:.h C>f homos, within tho cit-,r li.inits,. du.ril1g the lar.rt ton J"ef~s. 

J\JJ,hou;zh there hn.vo been 01Dy a:ix neu stl'cetn o.ddetl to tz1c city in 'tho 

lust decade-, thei~e ru:i,vo boo11 a lot of 11....on improvenent,s to the old otreets. 

It oon be seen f'rom tho functional division raap on page 22 that Sednlia has 

a very defil1ita reetru.1.gula:r street pattern ni-th 11U.m0rous th.raugi:1 streets, 

enabling ono to reach all parts of tho city while following only one or triro 

s"i;:re-e·GS. 1.rlwse rJU.in thor,oughfares are trhe ouos that havo been irllproved in 

the la.st. ten years., 

Broadway Boulevard, a centrally located t;.b.roueh rrtreet, has l:i.ad a new 

oocadamiz-ed, suri'a.ce. · It connects ·t.he enntern city limits with tho wente1~u 

city lirai ts.. Thi.t>d s·treot., which oe1."VeS as a main connoctiJ"..g link be-trreen 

ea.st; m1e tro.ot,1 was fo:rmerJ.~y· brick surfaced, but uas covered. by nk'1cadam mut;er• 

ials. Ti1e min .street of Ohio Avenue, 1:;hich runs f1~0L1 Ei[;ht.h Sfo:•ec-t to First 

Street, a.loo wa..n brick bu·t has i.1oor beon cov-01"Eld nith ma.cadafil. Taking the. 

centrnl a1~ea. e,s o: uh.ale, almost ull of tho streets are macadam, brick or 

concrete. 0111¥ a fow outlying streets and e. f'ow coimee·ting links are gravel

ed. There a.::.~e ver;1 fo"R dirt, roods -.1i·thi11 t,he city limits. The difference 

iu r,.w:terials in the roadbeds shous thv,t Sedalia has gone through mny stages 

of developn1ent, and that ·the city is .no longer young •. 

Sedalia 1 s grouth hes been a growth in horizontal proportions anc1 not 

in the vertical. The business district, although co.trl.ain.ing some buildings 

of six ru'l.d. seven st01"iea, has expanded in all directions. It has spread 
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along the connecting streets instead of stopping and growing vertically 

along one or two main arteries. The residential sections take on the same 

general picture, although there are matzy' large apartment buildings . Even so, 

the trend has beBn to expand horizontally with maru individual· dwellings, 

particularly in recent times . 

Development might well be measured by the type of organization she pos-

sesses both social, economic and political. Sedalia ' s importance as a munici ... 

pal center is also measured by the government and :f'rater:nal organization found 

within the city. A list of these organizations appears sufficient to show 

the ramifications . They are as follows: 
. 5 

A. Business Organizations 

l . Automobile Club of Miss~i 
2 . Better Business Bureau 
3. Chamber of COilmlere& 
4. Coal Dealers Association 
5. Missouri Retail Grocers , 
6. Pettis County Farm Bureau 
7. Pettis County Rural Letter Carriers 
8.. Post Office Carriers .As.sociation 
9. Retail ?.1erchants 

10. Sedalia Credit Association 
ll . Sedalia Retail Grocers Association 

B. Charitable and Character Building Organizations 

1 . Alcoholics Anoeymous 
2. American Red Cross 
3. Boys Work Council 
4. Colored Day Nursery 
5. Community Chest 
6. Council of Girl Scouts 
7. Infantile Paralysis Society 
8. Melita Day Nurser.y 
9. Salvation Arirw 

10. Sedalia Teen Age Club 
ll . Sedalia Youth Council 
12. Tuberculosis. Society 

5 Directory of Organizations . Sedalia Chamber of Commerce , Sedalia 
Times, (1947) . 
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c. Churehes 

1 . Baptist 

(a) Calvary 
(b) East Sedalia 
(c) First 
(d) Wards mo rial 

2. Christian 

(a) East Broadvva.y 
(b) First 

3. Christian Science 

4. Ep5.scopal 

5. Evangelical 

6. Hebrew 

7. Latter Day Saints 

s. liltheran 

(a) q-t, . Pauls 
(b) Trinity English 

9. Methodist 

(a) Epworth 
(b) Fifth Street 
(c) First 
(d} Free 
(e) Grissom Temple 
(f) Quinn Chapel 
(g) T8zy"lor 

10. Presbyterian 

(a ) Broadway 
(b) Congregational 
(c) Cumberland 

ll. Roman Catholic 

(a) Sacred Heart 
(b) St. Patrick 
(e) St. Joseph 

12. Seven Day Adventist 



Figure 9. SACRFr HEART CATHOLIC CHURCH 
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D. Civic Clubs 

1. Business and Professional Women 
2. Kiianis . 
3. Knife and Fork 
4. Lions 
5. Liissouri- Pacif'ic Booster 
6. Optimist Club 
7. Rotary 

E . Cultural Organizations 

1. American Association of University Women 
2. American Rose Society 
3. Beta Tau Beta 
4. Sedalia Garden Clubs 
5. Nu Phi Mu 
6. Helen G. Steele Music Club 
7 . Pettis County Historical Society 
8. Sedalia Choral Club 
9 . Sedalia Symphocy Society 

10. Sorosis 

F. Educational Organizations 

1. Boa.rd of Education 
2 . Pettis County Board of Educators 
3. Parent Teachers Association 

G. Federal Offices 

1 . Army Recruiting Office 
2. BUJ."eau of Internal Revenue 
3. Department of Agriculture Farmers Home Administration 
4. PostOffice (3 sub offices ) 
5 . Railroad Retirement Board 
6. Rent Control Office 
7 . Selective Service Board 
8 . Social Security Administration 
9 . Veteran I s Administration 

10. United States Postal Inspector 

H. Fraternal Organizations 

1 . Benevolent and Protective Order of' the Elks 
2 . Independent Order of the Odd Fellows 
3. Knights of Columbus 
4. Maccabees 
5. Royal Arch Masons 
6. f,fodern Woodmen of America 
7 . National Order of Falcons 
8. Royal Neighbors of America 
9 . Security Benefit Association 



10. U!1.i·t2d Cornmorcial 'I'rrcl.v0l0rs 
JJ... YI oodme 11 of the W cr.c let • 

1. 1lissom.?i Hc:tion:~l Gua:rd 
(a) 35th Iri.f[mtr;f Division 
{b) Ba-ttcry G, 129 Field Ar-t.ille17 

2., Ifr.l.V;f Club 
.3.. Jt.eserv{J Officers .Associat,iou 

J.. Howspc.po:r.!l E:nd Publications 

1. Ii\tll Cr; r.hgazi:ne (:monthly) 
;:'!. The fkrkdl Grocer 
J. S0duliu-Der,1ocr·eti Capit;o1 (daily) 
L~. Sedalia-Times Piec.cxrd (weekly) 
5. Weekly Democrat 

1.. Go11r.m.:tr.d·~y 'l'ea:·chGr;:: Aor~oc:t,~:t.ion 
~!. idi11ist,_erial A-lliar1ee 
;J. Pet,tis Goun:t:y Med:l.cnl Soc:1.et.;y-

1,. Cent7:·ctl Missouri Dem JtJ:1nsor1 I,.::,aeue 
2.. Fa:r•:rnc:=.irs an.cl Sport,,sn2ln Associ~tio11 
3.. Junior Logion Basebo.ll Club 
!:,. Sedal:i.a Chess Glt1b 
5. Se{lal'In J1th1et,ic A-sDocirrbi·on 

l. Golleges 

•-; -~-..,,. 

(a) Gent.r::,l Business College 

Secon.de.ry Schools 

(a) C. G. Hubbard. (colored) 
(b} Smith-Cott,on 
(c) Sacred Heart (parochial) 

(a) Broad.ivay 
(b) Horace Mann 
( c) Mark Twain 
(d) Thomas Jefferson 
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(e) Washing. ton 
(f') Whitt,ier 
{g) st. Jo.'leph (colored) 
(h} S·l;. Patrick (pal"OChial) 
( i) Sacred Hes.rt { parochial) 

N. State Offices 

l. Bar Administration 
2. Highr.ray Maintenance 
3. Missouri Division of Employment, Security 
4. Mis;:;ouri State Era.ployment Service 
;. Missouri State Fair Association 
6. 1foternns Service Officer 
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Sedalia also has marzy- diversified. veterans I organizations and auxiliariea •. 

There are ml'.ly' union chapters covering all types of trades and .artisan skills. 

Using only the state and federal offices, it can be seen that Sedalia's loca-

tion .is advantageous as an. administrative center. The other eultural, :f.'ra-

ternal and business organizations show that Sedalia is progressive and needs 

these organizations to serve her population. 

The moot important and representative industries a.re being discussed 

in other ;separate chapters, but in modern development it would be well to 
6 

notice employment statistics. 

Division 

Service 
Wholesale 
Retail 
t'fanui'acturing 
Farmers 
others 

Table ll 

Employees lfl Selective Divisions 

Number pmRJ.gyed 19;9 

278 
210 

1586 
1564 
3186 
1000 

Nypiber emplgzed 12/tJ 

700 
203 

1850 
.34.30 
/i.000 
1500 

From this table it can be seen that tY10 groups have increased appreciab).Jr. 

6Sedalia Chamber or Commerce Survey, 1943. 
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The people engaged in manufacturing have doubled, showing an increase in the 

location of industry in Sedalia and those engaged in the retail division have 

shown an increase indicating the needs of these extra laborers .. Service em-

ployees have tripled, although the increase is small, some 422. 

Industry today must have accessible modcrh and adequate banking facili 

ties . The follor1ing figures indicate the deposits and resources of Sedalia •s 
7 

banks from 1933 to 1943. 

193.3 
1934 
19.35 
19.36 
19.37 
19.38 
19.39 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 

Table XII -- -
Deposits 

1, 79.3, 000 
2, 152, 000 
2, 611, 000 
3, .320,.000 
.3, .390, 000 
3,412, 000 
.3 , 8.31, 000 
4, 202, 000 
4, 819, 000 
5,481, 000 
8, 371,000 

Total Resources 

2, 238, 000 
2,595 , 500 
3, 063, 000 
.3, 725 , 000 
3, 855, 000 
.3, 864, 000 
4, 312, 000 
2, 725, 000 
5, 348,,000 
6, 0.38,000 
8, 957, 000 

The growth has been substantial, amounting to an increase of 300 per cent in 

deposits and 270 per cent in total assets in eleven years . 

Natural gas is supplied by the Missouri Public Service Corporation from 

pipe lines entering into the great natural gas fields of Oklahoma and the 
8 

Texas Panhandle . An adequate supply plus reasonable r tes has ca.used this 

type of fuel to be widely used in industries and home heating. Sedalia, at 

present, serves t elve customers under the Industrial classification and 

7 Missouri Bankers Association of Sedalia Survey, 1943. 

8 M. D. Giokaris , Superintendent, Gas Department, assouri Public Ser
vice Corporation, Sedalia, Missouri, Conference, February 20, 1951. 



9 
during 1950 t,he total sales at"l0'...1nted to 981.863 million cubic feat. The 

rates are as follmn 

Sta.n.d.urd Rate Schedule fm· D.omestie ~ G-ommercial IIes.t:iA.g 

.15 per 100 cubic feo'l::, for first 500 cubic feet 

.08 por 100 cubic feet for next 2500 cubic fe.et 

.045 per 100 cubic feet for next 97000 cubic feet 

.025 per 100 cubic feet for balance of the month 

High Pressure Boiler Rate 

• 25 per Million Cubic Feet for first 100 Million Cubic Feet 
.20 pe1 .. Hillian Cubic Feet f'or next 900 lUllion Cubic Feet 
.17 per million Cubic Feet far remainder· of month 

,;cnter:ru;etible Gas Service 

•. 25 per Million Cubic Feet for first, 100 Million Cubio Feet 
.20 per Million Cubic Feet for ooxt, 900 Million Cuhic Feet 
.15 per Million Cubic Fe.at for 11ext 24000 Million Cubic Feet 
.-13 per Million Cubic Feet for balance of month. 

The -table ·Delow lists the number of meters for the respective yea:r.•s. 

Electric p01;1er is also supplied. by th.0. missouri Public Service Corporation. 

Table XIII -· 
Year - Gas Eleetrici:itY 

19.3.3 51:34 2794 
1934 5250 2654 
19.35 5350 2936 
1936 5592 3077 
1937 5730 .3165 
1938 5$48 .3200 
19.39 6066 l336 
·1940 6205 3l,34 
1941 6264 .3499 
19.t~ 6.380 3616 
1943 6346 3678 
1941~ 6461 3820 
l95J. 7798 5702 

9 Giokaris, Jle• cit. 



Gas rwters have increased thirty-three per cent, and electric meters 

have increased about fifty per cent. 

Sedalia is served by the Sout,hwestern Bell Telephone Compan;y. Hero nre 

si'l;uated -the district headquarters for this company. The following tabla 

shous the number of' phones in service tor the respective years • 

. Tiblsa ill 
Year ·- ?fo. o.f Telephones Year !fo, of TelephotfS 

1934 4275 1940 4828 
1935 4349 1941 4916 
1936 4450 1942 5083 
1937 1:.1,,.63 194.3 5342 
1938 4525 1944 5640 
1939 li-682 .1951 8562 

The number o.f telephones has .appraxmtely doubled in eighteen yeei""s,. 

Sedalia has an adequate water system,. so equipped and mane.ged that it 

insures a con.stunt. supply il.1 practically unlimited quantities. The United. 

States Department of Interior chemical analysis of' the water shoos it to be 

some of the finest in the United States.. The following table gives the num-

ber of water meters in the oit;r for their respective years. 

Table rl ·-
Yegr M.,o, of Water: Metere: Ysa1r No. of Water 1.'Ieters 

1934 4198 1940 4677 
1935 4259 1941 1;:""/38 
1936 43'1.6 1942 4SJ2 
1937 444,5 1943 4859 
19.38 4511 1944 5'?!14 
1939 4638 1951 6999 

The future for Sedalia. lies, as it has in the pa.at~ on its geographical 

location and on its fine transportntion facilities. The real roots lie in 

the p:;.~ogress of the peoples o:f the city and the attraction of :new concerns. 

To further progress and grow, Sedalia must uork with present industr-.r and aim 



t01;1ard industrial expansion in creating o:c obt.ai11i11g new industry. Through 

it,s out.standing situatio11 the ci·ty has a more promising future than macy 

cities of its size. The t:ransportr1tio11 facilities are su1)stantial in com .. 

parison to other cities, of the Unit,ed States. Whethel"' it be through induce"' 

ment, and enticement:., ox· through advertisement concerning their advantageous 

conditions, the eom.mu:nity should grow and should l1eeoma further industrialized. 

Only one handicap is dominant and "that is tha nearness t:md competition of 

St. Louis and Kansas Gi'l"N. On the other hand, large cities have certain 

handicaps which are d.etrimen-t,al to some industries in which case such c com

mu..riity as Sedalia may actually fincl little competition from them. It is 

·through an educational program dh~ected by the leaders and peoples of tho 

communicy, that; Sedalia ,vill tend to expand a11d become more indu~t,rialized. 

This prograi:;i should consist of facts showing the geographical advantages of 

Sedalia for expansion and development. 



GHAPTE11 lX 

Sedalia, Hissouri, as a ple,ce in which t,o live and to support industry, 

has several distinct, ao.va11tages and cat1. best, be measu.red by these. C .. n • 
,.:,peC:U:.l. .. 

c:ally, they e,re: (l) e:l\:cellent trnnsportntion f'ac:Uit:tes, (2) centraliz.ed 

loca.tion, (3) available wntel" supply, (4) avD.ilablc fuel supply, (5) f.avor,M 

able living conc!i'~ionis, ( 6) aclequate labo1 .. supply, (7) nearness of raw 

mat,erials, and (8) unusual !'(3creational facilities. These advantages con-

sist both of clesiruble natural fact.ors plus human. factors. 

The climatic cycle of Sedalia is ~ complete C"Jcle, having very distinct 

sea.sons which 0.:1.~e f.avo:rablo in the productivity Ol"' health of Etan. The physi ... 

cal se·&ti:ri..g is neither nonffbonou.s nor se"trere, consisting of a rolling prail~ie 

with a few sc::rt.te:rec1 hill-lands. Both are favorable to 11m111s activity tmd 

progress. 

Sedalia I s his't,ocy is a story of the development of rnilroads and, h.:igh .. 

i1eys nhich concon.trnted here; the cit;y's 1oco:tio:n becD.IDl3 highJ~ advantageous 

to iaclus't:.ry. It, is because of this constant industrial g;i>owth,. along wi·l;;h 

con:tinual improveHcrrt of trnnsport,e.tion, that. Sedalia haG now grown to ba 

much nore than an agricu:ltm-e shopping center. Sucl1 evolution of the city 

te110.s to short ·that lWTI' i:11dustries ,;fill folloir1 the p11 eviou.s pattern, locating 

he:t"'e v1hile the old industries will te1:1d t;o expa11d. 

Authoritative information concerning t.ho su.ri-·ounding area in reference 

to clina:te, pl:iysi.ogi~uphy, histo-1-y and soils WE'.S ut.ilized, but the fu.rthe1~ 

s·l;ucy of the city end fUJ.'lctions, its various fD.cili·ties, industries and 



possibilities was accomplished through field surveys , conferences and corres• 

pondence with prominent individuals in their respective fields . A synthesis , 

derived from available information, should lead to satisfactory prognostica• 

tion of the future of Sedalia. 
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