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CHAPTER I
THE 'RETESTSs THEIR PHILOSOPHY AND THEIR RELATION TC THE COMMUNITY

Edueation to be effective mramotes the contimwous grovth of the individual
in all areas of living with a view touward achieving and maintaining the democra-
tic vay of life, It helps the individual $o meet rwesent problems ani prepares
hin to meet those of the future. Eduestion should encownys reflective thinlke
ing so that each individual may develop the personal ebillitiss and chavacteris-
tics neeessery for demoeratis living,

The achool furnishes much of the education of today and should provide
opportunities for the development of individnal sbilities, inmterests, and
neads as well as those of the greup. Students should have = part in the planne
ing of class goals, tho content of the acurse, and the gemeral ywocedures to be
followed if maxiwm interest iz to be obtained and ochool imstruetion is to be
effective. One home economist says that

Students who participate in the and evaluatdon of their
o class work are better with the accamplishment m

&mw&whamtﬁm
Class activities should provide students with many opportumitiss for naldng
decisions and with successful experiences in attaecking and solving the problems
vhich confront them,

Home Econonies begen as a akill subject, that of teaching girls to sew and %o
ecook, Cooking has become a stuly of food for the family and sewing a study of
the clothing probloms of the fanily. Today, home econamies deals with the
problems of personal, home, and family life which grow diveetly oub of home

mv.m
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living situstions, It shouwld help the individual adjust to the soelal order
of which he iz a part and should prepare hin to uiilize avallable resources in
—ﬁsrﬂ- The groatest contribution made by home econondes is that of
helping individuals formlate desirable ideals and stenderds in regerd to per-
sonal, homo, and family 1ife.

Toaching often starts with the subjeet matter to be taught rether than
with stadents vho leawrm, Much is based on the sssumption thet students Imow
nothing of the course to be tanght. However, a tescher who 15 concermed with
the progress of students must Imow their abilities end Iimitations, and must
build all tesching plens with this lmouledge in nind, No stadent can live in
a hoe satisfoctarily without sequiring same lmowledge, ability, end skill in
solving personal, home end family 1ife problems. Neithor can a teacher do her
best work unless she has all available information aboubt her students and uses
it oo a basls Do cwrieddun plaming. The teacher who wishes to Inow the home
backgromd of students may gain mch informm) information by visiting. Reeords
should be kept in such & manmer that the Information goined will be used to
develop tho hono coanomies rrooram,

Athoush there is a "Culde for Plaming the Homemaking Biueation Program in
the Publie Schools of Oklahoma," ther is grest wvariation in the type of material
taught. The mide suggests that foods, clothing, and relations be taught in
the gseventh and cighth grades with problems in hoalth and housing ineluded.
sehool. Meny high school studente coms from small ome or tuo-teasher rural
sehools vhere the content of ane book on hamemelking is Prequemtly taught by
teschers having no preparation or experience in homgmalking education, In con-
trast, some Jundor high schools have homemaking laboratories vhere a fairly
broad homemaking education program is taught. On tho other hand, meny girls



have faken an setive part In 4-H Club work and developed speeific alcills and
abilities in ome or more phases of honemaking, Some homenaking education pro-
grams deal with the personal, home snd family 1ife of the individusl, anl all
stalents acquire some kmowledgs, ability, and shdll.

Any homemnking educstion progrem, if it is %o be effective, must be built
upon the past experionces, understandings, interests, obilitics, and gillls of
the students %o be served. Fow educators have discovered satisfactory means of
seenring this informetion. A4As a result, nost teachers operate on the goneral
Information that they have regarding pest school offerings and their oun best
Imouledge of students needs and interests.

Herotofare, tho author, like many othor home eeonomies tesehers, has boea
planning elass work on the basis of her own exporiences and her Imouledge of
formor students. This was dome with a vory superficial knowledge of the noeds,
intervets, and abilities of the student group concerned, Realizing that more
apecifie informntion regarding cach oneoming group of stndents was nocessary,
the muthor has written this thesis as an effort to develop and use simplo ovalua-
tion Instruments which will help in determining student status regarding clothing
problems, It 1s hoped that the iInformation seeured through the use of the
evaluation instruments developed will be sufficient to commrise a plan for a
sati:factory educational program in clothing for the high sehool in Stilwell,
Okighoma.,

Sinec clothing is only a small part of the work in home economies, it is
hoped that the infarmation gained throngh this stady will point Yowmrd the develop-
mont and use of similar gvaluation instruments in other pheses of homemalking
education,

A series of pretests vere plazmed In an effort to determine what Information,
abilitios, and sicill Stilwell students had in clothing, The pretest as used fn
this investigation is a test that 1s administered at the beginning of & course,
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or unit, rather than after eclass work has been completed. "A pretest is appro-
priate when the students have had some general experience with the problem and
the teacher is anxious to find out at what level to attack the problem with
them," The results of these pretests were used as guldes in debermining
m&mﬂmm»ﬁmmmmﬂumemmmwm
by each class. True, the investigator did not expect to find all students in
each year of homemaking education equally well prepared, for these students,
1like most others in Oklshoma, had widely differing backgrounds.

The writer was of the opinion that curriculum-making should be a joint
enterprise between students and teacher and a contimuous process with the tea-
cher acting as guide. The teacher must not only help the student to recognize
problems but should also broaden the seope of the work to include those learn—
ings which students see as important. When all have a part in plamning class-
work they are better satisfied with the content of the course and with the know-
ledge aequired.

Nevw learning experiences challenge students while repetition causes them to
lose interest. Interest is greater when both students and the teacher lmow
student weaknesses before sterting classwork and when that work brings new
learning experiences. Also there is less wasting of student time and less avoid-
ing of diffieult tasks when the curriculum is constantly bringing new knowledge
and helping the individual to recognize his abilities and develop new skills,
Interest is also greater when the student receives a feeling of security through
the satisfactory solving of the problem attacked.

The progress of the student can be measured if present information, abilities,
and gkills are recognized by both teacher and pupll. Broun states that teachers
seldom make any analysis of results or compare pretest and retest scores te

%Bugens R, Smith and Ralph W. Tyler, Apuraiging and Recording Student
Progress, p. 238-239.



5

show the relative progress of different studente or to discover which ones are
apparently profiting little from instruction.’ Without the pretest soores there
can be no scowrate measurement of progress. BEven the student with a compara-
tively low secore may make greater progress than a student with a higher score.

The speeific problem is that of finding what Stilwell, Oklshoma high school
students enrolled in homemaking lknow about elothing.

To find what persons know, it is necessary to assume thet they kmow some
things and that nowledge about these may be tested. After reading from a
muber of authorities, consulting the eourses of stuly in homemeking from many
other states, conferring with other high school teachers and with elothing
spagialists, the writer has deelded that studemts in high school homemaking
instruction in elothing should schieve tho following goals:

1. Recognize prineiples of color and design,

2, Apply pringiples of color and design to clothing problems,

3. Recognize conmonly used febries: the fibers of which they arve mede,

4. Enow the steps in threading the machine.

5, Know the important pert of the sewing machine.

Ge ¥now how to follow and interpret simple patiern directions.

7. Recognize the steps comonly used in the censtrustion of a simple

garmente

8. Recognise desirable stendards for clothing comstruetion.

9. Is ahle to select dresseos and costumes which are appropriate for

_ different occcasions.
10, Is able to evaluate progress and further needs.

There may be othor gonls just as important, tut for the purpose of this study

%61are E. Brom, Ewilnstion and Iovestication in Home Sconamics, pe 16-17.



those to be measured have boen limited to the ten listed.

Part II of this stuly deals with the evaluation instruments developed and
used in the elothing elasses of Stilwell high school.

Part III presents the findings from the use of ewaluation instruments
and suggests revisions,

The homemaling progrem in Stilwell high school has as its purpose, meete
ing the needs of a group of stulents with varied backgrounds, Stilwell, Okla-
homa is & small toun of approximately 2,000 people. Farm lands suitable for
ralsing fruils, berries, vegetubles, and grains swrround it. The outlets for
these products include a eanning factory, lecal buyers for larger firms, and
local consumption. The raising of broilers for market is becaming a sowree of
income for mamy rural families. While stock ralsing is not done on a large
seale, some farmers are depending on this as a source of income, A factory
which makes ax handles and railrcad tiss aids many rural people in making thedr
living, or supplementing it.

In 1947 the eity govermment of Stilwell was reorganized and with this re-
organization came a change in the schools end homemaking department. Under the
nev eity charter the schools were %o have a school board composed of five men,
When the new school board was orgenized, the members saw & nsed for expansion
and improvement.

In the fall of 1947 a new home economies department was btuilt. The physieal
set-up, though mot perfect, is adequate for meeting the needs of students in home-
making classes. In the first semester of 1947, 139 girls were emrolled in home-
making. The class in homemaking for the junior and senior girls had o be
linited to thirty-two. In 1948, the same situation existed; so it scemed advis-
able to expani the program to include two homemaking teschers, In the fall of
1949, a class for senior boys was addeds the class for junior snd senior girls
was divided, ani three sections of Homemaking I were offered for freshmen,
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Froa the beginning an attempt was nade to adept the homemaking program to
the loeal situation, Students at Stilwell high school are from families of
professional men, merchants, laborers, and others living within the town and
and nsarby rural homes.

Ovar £ifty per cent of the students have completed the first eight grades
in snell one or two-bescher schools. A few of the Indisn students eome fram
homas where iittle or no English is spoken. Memy of the students who come to
high school at first are timid and Insecure; so the class goals, even though
set up by the group, actually represent the voice of only a small per cent.
Therafore, special eare mist be taken in order that the eurrieulum will not
£ail to meot the needs of the majority of the students.

Instruction in home eecmomics should be based upon the previous experiences,
understandings, and sidlls of the stademts. Progress can be made and measured
if both the student and teacher recognize this., Instruction mey be improved
vhen teachers discover what stalents !mow at the beglmning of a unit so that
they will have a basis for determining what shall be taught, and when student
difficulties are recognized and remedial measures applied.

Some phases of clothing instruction are included in the curriewlmm of each
yoar of high school homemaking., Both the student and the teasher should recog-
nige the factual kmowledge previously semuired, the factusl kmowledge plus
understanding, the ability to apply what has been lesrned, the sbility to do,
the changs in attitudes, the development of apprecistions, and the growing
understaniing of clothing problens by the high school girls, If these are
recognized the student will see that the comtemt of the elothing unis,
although determined by the individuals of each cless, is contimwcus and grow-
ing in each year of homemalking,

To improve the cwrrisulum of the clothing unit of Stilwell high sehool
home economics classes, a seriss of pretests was developed to evaluate the ten



goals that had been selected. There may be many goals of egual or even greater
importancs, yot it is imposaible to test all. As the goals were selocted memy
authorities were consulted to determine the bost means of evaluating progress.



CHAPTER II
EVALUATION INSTRUMENTS DEVELOPED AND USED IN CLOTHING CLASSES

Before attompbing to eonstruct the ewaluation instruments used in this study,
the writer exanined tests and other instruments already developed to see whether
they would serve as a satisfactory means of appralaing the objective ar goal,
Only a limited mwber of mwretests were awvailable, so it was nocessary 4o cone
struct new instruments. Aceording to Spafford

Pretesting has been a much neglected aspeet of ewvaluation, h
mmﬁ‘mpm,mm

R an TN e

The writer attenpted to develop instruments ubich would not only aid in
plamming the elothing progren and in guiding students, but would also provide
evilence an which the progress of the student enl the effectiveness of the class
ingtruction could be appreised.

Ten instruments were developed in an attempt to seeurs information regard=
ing stodent experiences and abilities in the use of color and design, falwics,
construction processes, sewing equiment, and selsctlon of clothes. These
instrusents or pretests were given o all girls enrolled in the hamemaling
¢lasses of Stilwell high school during the school year of 1949-1950, before
elass instruction' for achieving cach goal was planned.

A total of 108 girls were tested in Homemaking I, IT, ITI, and IV; 43
fresimen, 31 sophomores, 20 juniors, ani 14 seniors.

Bach of the ten tests develoned ond givem is presented In this stady and
the results obtained are discussed. Each of the test scores are grouped into

“Ivol Spafrord, Bundapentals in Teachine Homo Econamics, p. 28
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a frequency table vith tho madism, upper quartils, lower quartile, and range of
scores compubed.

Test 1. "Rocognition of Prineiples of Color and Design," was deweloped to
asgertain what imouledge students bave regarding art. Actually it was a test
of the inmowladge of the theory of color and design that will help in selscting
clothes, This was a matching test of twenty points in two partes Part I, color;
Part II, design.

The theory of coler and design is usually taught in Homemeking I, The unit
nmay be revised and added to ot each grade lewel when there is interest and need.
To determine the need the test was given to all grours of studente at the boglm-
ing of thelr work in clothing.

The test papers were checked on the basis of ome point for each statement
matehed ecaroctly. The scares ware grouped according to a frequency table. Ses
Table I, page 13. The median for the freslmen groups wes 23 the sophomores 133
the jundors 15; and the seniors 11. It was cbvicus thet the fresbmen had 1itile
nouledge of the theary of color and design, The kmowledge of the jumier group
was greater than that of cither the sophomore or senior group. It was evident
to both students and teacher that additiomal study of the theory of color and
design was needed in cach hememmking class.

Many people recognise the rineiples of color and deeign but do not apply
them; some are able to define these prineiples but never actually use them, A
test for determining the ability o recognize prineiples gives omly a portion of
the informaticn needed for pupil-teacher planning,



Test 13 Recogrdtion of Prineiples of Color end Design

DIRECTIONS s munmwmmmmmxm
and desipn are matched with definitions or deseriptions. Select from the list
of terms the one to which this definition or deseription best applies, lirite
the letter of this term in the blank at the left of the definition or deseription.

PART I ~ COLOR

Terms Definition or Description
werde A harmony which uses a combination of various values of one me.
—le Red, orange and yellow.
3+ A seale that shows difference in light and dark.
wntve Blue, green, and violet.
J.lmmmﬁm@mm'MMOMmmmM.
6o A tarm used to distinguish one color fram another.
el Orange, violet, and green.
e Black, white, or gray is combined with a brighter hue.
—re Light values of colors.
—dls A scale that shows brightness or dullness of a color.
—tle Bed, yellow, and blue.
2« Tio colors that are opposite each other on the color wheel.

TERM
a. Adjacent color harmony h. Hue
b. Cool colors i. Secondary colors
¢. Primary colors J« Complementary colors
d. Value scale k. Tints
e. Intensity seale 1. Accented neutral color harmony

f. Monochromatic



:

Definition or Description

A 1ife-like design.

A related movement,

8ize, shape, and comstruction of an object.
mem.mmp,mm.u

Center of interest.

Ornamentation added to the object.

Equal distribution of weights.

The relation of spece divisions o each other.

Lines going outwerd from a central poinmt.

A design following established prineiples and not true to nature.

WLLLLL LLLL

Convantional desigm
Decorative design

&

Errr:
Tr Y.



Seores on Test 1:

m ~ el sl 08 il

u R L LA B L o A P

Hamber of Students Scoring

M Moo oon

m B R I R TR o

‘_ R2ANIRAINAG o0 EOnEaNAD

e

SAdvs

RANSA

AREHR

92‘17

i

HL



Test 2, "Applieation of Prinelplss of Coler and Design,” was plammed iIn en
attenpt to measwre the studenti’s use of knmowledge regarding art. The succeas of

The seores made on the test also were grouped into a frequeney table. The
for each class. The results of this test, as in the cese of Test 1, show that
only ene yesr hed passed sinco their study of solor and design, The scores of
somo were girls with training and ebility who had been permitted to assist in

fron large families where they have responsibilitiss which do not permit or
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tinued instruction on art prineiples at all levels and may mean less emphasis
on construction proeesses.

Test 3, The evaluation instrument entitled "Recognition of the Cammonly
Used Fabrics® was deweloped to obtain evidence concerning the need for teaching
the more commonly used fabries. It was an identification test using actual
samplos of fabrica. Sines it is not possible to include the fabries used, only
the instructlon sheet and the results obtained ave reproduced.

(ne set of cards containing a totel of twenty-five fabrics was prepared
for cach student. These cards were identical as to matorial, design, color,
and looation of Tfabrie on the card.

As the textile stuly of the clothing wnit in eash year of high school work
was introduced, every student was given a set of the cards with a forn on which
to answer questions asked about the febrics, This test was very confusing to
the freshman students; they seemed to lmow only a few of the fabrics, no weaves,
nor fibers. They did recognize the use of some of the meteriels, The more
advansed classes not only reeognized many fabries bub were also awars of some
of the coamonly used weaves and fibers, and weaves ereated interest and served
a8 a stimxlns for further study. The students seemed in no way, upset over their
lack of information. This may have been dus to the faet that they had by now
acquired experience in taking the kind of test this teacher gave.

From Table III, the reader will note that there is mo record of the results
for the senior class., Before the test could be introduced, fabries had already
been covered in class to such an extent that the test would not determine what
the students in the senior group knew at the begimning of the umit. No fresh-
man scored higher than twenty points. Most of these points were made in the
Imowledge of the use of materials. HNo sophomore rated as low as the highest
freshman. The weakest point of all classes was in the recognition of weaves.



Test 2: Application of Prinefples of Color mni Design

DIRECTIONS: This is a matching test where applications are matehed with

focte. Select firom the list of applications the one to vhich the fact best

applios, WMrite the letter of this applicetion in the blank at the left of the

fact.

APPLICATION OF COLOR AND DESTIGH
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“
:E _# HAE
s m i mﬂn«
it 4t B

u_t__%m

“ m

“m
; .
hw MuMMMmahu w M
JJJJJJJjA#J

it R
i

:
u

g 3



7

Application of Prinelples of Color and Design

Secores on Test 21
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This evaluation instrument not only served as a measurs of the information
students had, but was also a stimluns for additiomal stuly of fabries,

Teat 4, "Enowledge of Steps in Threading the Sewing Machine,” was adninig
tered by having students drav a line on a chart of a sewing machine®, tracing the
thread on a eorrectly threaded machine. A sufficient mmber of charts ware
secured for each student to have one on which to dram. Ho discussion of the
sewing machine had been made in any class before giving the test.

The trevity of the test made it possible for the scoring to be done very
accurately and speedily, If only one error was made the student could not
thread the machine.

Table IV interprets the scores in mmbers and pergentages.

Some students at each level could mot show how to thread tho machine, yob
the mmber decreased with experience in clothing construction; the smallest
percentage unable to thread the machine was in the senior class.

A recognition of the evident inability of the freshman class to thread
the sewing machine showed the necessity for teaching this material. In the
other classes same pupils were still in meed of information and practice.

Students who could thresd the machine were most helpful in teaching others.
This helped espocially in the Homemsking I classes to promote good relation-
ships, to stimlate interest, to save the teachar's time, and to glve assurance
to girls uho could thread the machine.

%Charts used were secured from The Singer Mamufescturing Co,, Class 15-88
and 1599 machines.



Test 33 Recognition of the Commonly Used Fabrics

DIRECTIONS: You have been given 25 samples of fubwrics, EBach is labelod
with a number. Hrite the lsbel murber in the seeond colivm, fiber name In
the third colum, the weave used in the fourth colum, the guwmut for which it
13 best suibed in the £Ifth echem.
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TABIE IIX

Recogaition of the Coemenly Used Pabrics

Scores on Test 31
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Test 43 Enouladge of O%eps in Threading the Seuwing Machire

SEECIINES Draw 2 lino on the diagran showm below, tracing the course of
the thread.

TEST CHART - Oscillating Shuttle Machine

CLASS 15-88 and 15-91 MACHINF.S

Copyright, U7, 8. A, 1938 by The Singer Manufacturing (o

E.D. 111 All Rights Reserved for all Countries

Used in this thesis by per-ission of The Singer Mamfactiring Compeny.



Peroentage of Studenmts with Abllity to Thread the Sewing Machine

TABLE IV
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Test 5, "Enowledge of the Important Parts of the Sewing Maghine," was given
following the test on threading, so that the same dlagram of the machine could
be used. The test wes developed from a chart published by The Singer Sewing
Machine Compeny on which the head of the sewing machine was draum and its
parts mmbered.

The students were asled to Identify perts of the sewing machine ty writ-
ing the correct mmbers before the names of ten parts listed, and In the remain.
der of the test to write msmes of parts in the space before five definitiems,

By a study of the various scores reported in Teble V it will be noted that
all students knew some of the parts of the sewing machine., An examination and
~ comparison of the test papers revsaled the fact that tuwo parts of the sewing
machine were Imown by all students, the bobbin winder and the needle bar, No
frestman knew all parts of the sewing machins thet were 1isted., Ouly 13 per et
of the sophomores, 25 per ecent of the juniors, and 21 per cent of the seniors
made perfest scores.

AfGer stulying the test resulis the need for additionsl experiences designed
to overcame the lack of Imowledge of the parts of the sewing machine was evident
o both the students and the teacher. The test proved to be an instructional
device os students were motivated to learn these parts as well as many not in-
eluded in the test.



Test 53 Knouladge of the Important Parts of the Sewing Machine

DIRSCTIONS: In the accompanying diagram of a sewing machine® some of the
parts are mmbered, Below is a 1ist of these parts. Place the mmber of the
machine part in the blenk before the name,

PARTS OF OEWING MACHINE

Balenco wheel _Prosser bar
JPresser bar 1ifter Needle bar
Stitch regulator Spoal pin

L _Bobbin winder | Jpper tension
JFeed dog _Bed glide

Writo the name of the machine part in front of its deseription in the
following 1ists

The pert that controls the length of stitch.
The part thet 1ifts the presser bar.
The toothed part which projects upward through

slots in the throat plate, ecarryling the material
from the operator at each stiteh,

®The same chart as in Test IV was used hore.



TABLE V

Knouledge of the Important Parts of the Sewlng Hachine

Scores on Test 5@
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Test 6, "Enowledge of Following and Interpreting Simple Pattern Directions,"
was plamed to achlsve both a student and teacher geal. As the construction of
elothing wes lntroduced, many students could see no valne in using patterns bew
cause thelr mothers did not use them.

The instrument to measure thds goal was developed by salocting six fre-
guently used patterns and using the terms found on them, In this test twelve
terms were mabehed with statements explaining such temms. The test as given
will be found on page B, Students took the test before any study of patiterns
or pattern selection was given,
freshmen had a lmowledge of patterns, Their scores ranged from sero to a perfect
seore. Such lmouledge of patterns as freshmen possessed could have been due to
the influence of the home and of 4-H Club work. Many of the girls were not
members of 4-il, yet they may have bemefited from the club meetings and demon-
strations pramoted by the County Home Demomstration Agent and other speelalists.
As may be seen by consulting Table VI, scores for the sophomores, juniors, amd
seniors were high, This may have resulted from interest, for the girls wers
exoeedingly interested in the actual construstion of garments,

An amalysis of the test papers of the various classes rrovided helpful
suggestions for instructions on patterns. The points most frequently missed
were in regard to the nap of the material, esse of fullness, and grain line.
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Test 6: Knowledge of Following and Interproting Simpls Pattern Directions

SIBECIIGNS: This s = matehing test. It has two parts, a List of terms
used in comeotlon with & pebbern and a 1ist of statements explaining the terms.
Select the terms which are explained by the statements and writo the mmber of
the barm before the statement vhich explains 1.

TERMS

1. Bust, hip, walst neasure 7. Hotches
2s Guide sheet 8. Darts
3. layout or cutting chart %gl:lwnnnﬁmpm-
4e Selvage 10, Ease
S5e With map 11, Grain line
6. Tallor's tacks 12, Sean allowance

STATEMENTS

Short stitehes through the markings on the pattern and the material
lsaving about ons inch of threald at the end.

To full one side to the other.

Plan for pimning the pattern on the materisl,

Shows straight of material,

Used to place correet pleces together.

Shous how to out, sew, and finish a garment,

Tightly woven edge on each side of material.

Grain of the material,

Tells what sise pattern you ave using.

Right sides togsther.

Place on fold.

Shows line on uhich to baste.

Shoun with lines or small porforstions. Takes care of fullness.
Pieces of pattern are all twrmed in the same direction.

bELELLLELLLLL &
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Test 7, "Recognition of the Steps Camonly Accepted in the Construction of
& Garment™ was a goal Aifficult to messure. The rating device that was developed,
outlined in ten steps the prosedure for making a plain skirt, These steps
were not listed consecutively in the test. The students were asked to mumber
the steps in the order that they should be followed in constructing a skirt.
Those were checked as satisfactory if there was a logieal sequence of the con-
struetion steps.

The seores made by studente reflected thoir success or failure in carrying
out the best procedure in malking a sldrt. Four of the freshman girls, as shoumn
by Table IV, know the steps in construction because skirts had been made in the
eighth grade homemaking class the previcus year. Thirty-five per cent of the
sophomores, sixty per cent of the junlors, and sixty-four per cent of the seniors
made perfect scores.

The results of the test showed that students were acquiring the ability to
apply prineiples of logieal ressoning in dealing with their problems in the cone
struction of clothing. Very litile additional study wes needed on the steps in
the construction of a aimple garment, yot the teacher realised that more diffi-
eult steps could be introduced as the needs of the various classes increased.

Test 8, "Recognition of Desirable Standards for Clothing Construction,®
was based upon finishes acespted in the making of a garment in clothing classes.
The instrument was to yprovide evidence as to the way in which students would
judge the structure of clothing., The test was a multiple-cholce type of nine
parts and was givem to each g¢lass before the comstruction of a garment.

The scores, as seen in Table VIII, show that Improvement was made in each
yoar of homemaking. The freshmen scores wore neither high nor low. The sopho-
more seores reveal that freshmen students retain much of the information gained
in the construction of garmente during the freshman year, The higher scores of
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Test 71 Recogniton of the Steps Camonly Used in the Construction of a Simple

DIRECTIONS: Procedures are listed for making a plain sim-gored skirt.
Before each procedure place z mumbor showing the order in which you would do
each step. Begin with mmber 1 and mwber the steps in the order that they
should be donc.

lay pattern on materdal

Pin and baste plain seams
Straighten and press material
Fit the pattern

Blind stiteh hem in bottom of skirt
Fit the germent

Pub in sipper

Sew fasteners on band

Even and shepe hem in skirt
Put band on skirt

Cut the material

EERRRRRRREE
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the junior and gemior classes pointed to the fast that the material over which
the test was made should not be included in their curriculum,

The test fwonished some insichts regarding the way in which clothing con-
struction standards are tied up with abilities. In eonsidering each test paper
individually, it was evident that the studemt making the highest scores in eash
of the sophomore, junlor, and senior classes had comstructed the best garments
during her jpwrevious yeer of homemsking.

After studying the test results the tsacher provided experiences designed
to overcome the inability to recognise desirable standards in clothing construc-
tdon. This prompted the giving of speeial attention to a therough wnderstand-
ing of eertain details by the entire group end to the additional supervision
of those maiking the low scores.

Test 9, "ibility in Selecting Clothes Appropriate for Different Occasioms,®
vwas not a good tost because the answers were evidently too obvious, The test
was a mitiple~choice type with six oceasions listed and four choices of gar—
ments for cach oceccasian, The grestest mumber of students missed the eorrect
costume for a football game,

As seen in Table IX, the uppor gmartile in every class is a porfoct score,
while the lower quartile is only ome point below the perfect score. A1l of the
ing wisely. The teacher decided that her test wes not a walld teclmique for
measuring ability in selecting clothes apmropriate for difforent oscasions but
that observing what the sindent actually were would be = mmch betier way to obe
tain the informetion desired.

Singe all girls are interested in what to wear, this wunit eould be taught
in Homemalking I with additional material taught in other classes as the develop-
ment of the girls and their interests show a need for additiomal study of this
phase of the clothing wnit.
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Test 81 Recognition of Desirable Standards for Clothing Construetion.

DERECTIONS: Select the one response which best completes the statement, Bee
fore the statement, write the letiter that corresponds to the response selscted.
The most p . Pinish for a plain sean on & cotton print is
a. Overcast

Cs
b, Bound d. Twned and stitched

1mmm.un:mwmn
inches " €. 3 inches
h. 1 inoh _ d. 4 inches
A practical width for a plain seam is about
Qe ineh c. .
b. 1/4 inch d. 1 inch
A good sean to use on a chenbeay dress is
a., Prench sean
b. Plain sean

Ce
de
Any dart that is too wide for its lemgth will

top to the garment in a dress is
a. Turn hem dowm 1/4 inch tounrd garment and hem by hand $o

garment.
b, Stiteh first twrn of hem, and then sew it down Iy hand %o

ce m‘iupwotmmmmmmmwd
hem., Hand hem upper edge of Seam binding to sidrt.

mmwmm.mmamm&
A straight plece of material
b. A bias plece of material

¢. A shaped plece of material
A dress opaned down the front should be fastened with

8.
b. maﬂimhﬂu
¢. Hooks and eyes
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ibility in Selecting Clothes Apmropriate for Different Oceasions.

Test 9t

DIECTIONS: Below are listed some occasions for which we are to male a

Underline the costume that you think is most apmro-

priate for the particular oecasion.

selsction of what to wear.

i
;

with frilly white collar.

L |
TR
g F

mmm mﬂm
:
i

.: u.g M._L éw
ol

|

o

:ﬁ il :

d 2 ¢

_

A

droas of beconing color with medium neckline,
ted walst.
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Test 10, "Check Sheet to Evaluate Progress and Further Needs," was of little
value for seewring a list of garments previously made in the junior and sendor
elasges, Students did not remember the garments made during their Cirst years
of high school. All Homemaking III and IV girls said that they had used a
pattern vhen constructing & garment. The check sheet did show where students
girls had done some embroidery, sixtoen ecould erochet, and two could knit.
These students yeasted in mush the same way as all stodents reset to & cheok
sheet. Because check sheets list more activities than single individuals are
1ikely to hawe carried out they serve as a challenge to learning, Following
the cheeking of this test, projeets on handwork were selscted by many students
in order that they might learn more emhroidery stitches and improve others.

The checl: sheets for the sophomore elass presented a different pleture.
The clothing unit was inelnded in the plams for the first semester. Bach girl
could easily remember the garments completed during her fresiman year and during
the swmer, It was found that only two girls had not mede a germent dwring the
sumer vacation, These girls had no sewing maechine in the home. Ome girl had
sewed for other children inm her family and listed twenty-tuo garments made
sinee onrolling in homemaking in the fresiman year. Another student whose
grandperents had given her a new electric sewing muchine had completed fifteen
garments, but had done nmo handwork, The remainder of the class had averaged
four garments each. BEwery girl in the sophomore class used a pattern when
seuing. The plasces of difficulty in clothing construction were listed as cubiing
the garment, finishing the neckline, putiing in slesves, making buttonholes,
and finishing hems and plackets. This information was most helpful in guid-
ing the student in her selection of a pattern so as to include new problems which
ware within her ability to solve. ALl except two of the sophomore ¢lass did
some embroidery stitches as a part of their work,



The freshumn girls who had completed the eighth grade in the Stilwell
Grade School had each made ome garment, could use a patbern, had had diffi-
culty with plackets ani hems, and had dome some ebroidery, Of the rural
gdrls, one listed five garments and added the stabtement, "I have helped meke
lots of gmments,” She had not used a pattern and 414 not embroider, Another
rural girl listed fouwr garments made but had not used a pettern nor had she
asbroidered. Of the remaining rural girls, eight had made ome or two garments
without a pattern, Three hal embroidered.

The cheek sheet supplied considerebls information, bub no attempt is made
to give a tabulated pleture of the results. A copy of the test is included.



Test 103 Ability to Ewvalunte Progress and Further Needs.

DIRECTIONSs Flease fill in the blamks, Your statements will have mo
offect on your grade.

Garnants Made



CHAPTER III
FINDINGS AND RECOMENDATIONS

Barly in the study it wes found that teacher-made tests were walusble
despite the fact that they were rether erwie in eomparison with those which ave
constructed by experts. "The improvement of evalustion techniques and devices
in any £1e1d goes hand in hand with the improvement of teaching."S
ewrolled in homemaking knew sbout clothing. "Pretesting should set the lower
level vhere lsarning begins and individual meesurement should indicste the
progress.™ he pretests given were of mich valus in planning oach of the home
making classes at Stilwell High School.

When the tests were introduead to the freshemen, they vere greatly conccrne
ed with how 1little they Inew but eould see nmo walue in talking the tests. How-
evar, they realized they were expeeted to plam thelr work on the basis of past
experiences mmd that personal rating was %o be done on the basia of growth and
new things lesrmed. They felt more secure in amalyzming snd seleeling personal
mﬁdmm. There wes less reluctence to try new problems, lsss demend
for repenting previous experiences and certainly definite evidences that they
vanted to include new learning experienccs. One frosiman girl meds a perfect
seore on the pretest for following and interproting simple pattern directions;
four nade perfect seores an lmowing the steps commonly used In the constmuetion
of a simple garments and {ive made perfoct scores om Imowing the steps in thread-
ing the sowing machine. These girls were recognized as the wnits were studled.

ment to the others.

————

%lara . Bromn, Evalustion sd Iovegtiestion In Home Econgmles, p. 222
Otval Spafrord, Ruenentels in Teaching lioe Eeonomles, p. %8-249.



Meny times In the past when a reviow of subject matter was suggested,
students seemed to think the material had been sufficiently lsearned in the
previous year. Pretests proved them wrong. In cach class the students realized
that much had been forgotten and that only a small portion of the knouledge of
some units had been studied. The pretest on fabries, as an exampls, showed
that no student knew all of those presented, though many knew more than twenty-
five fabrica. So the question arose, “How meny meterials sre there?" This
alone proved to eash group that there 1s much more to be learned about elothing
problems than ean be mastered in four years of high school homemsling.

Time will tell whether or not these tests, which were actually an analysis
of ability, will serve as stimuli for contimed lesrming and whether the things
learned in these classes will extend beyond the classes.

The abilities of students in any homemaking class vary greatly as the prow
tests show. The extensive differences of the abilitles of the puplls of a class
tion in the fundamentals of clothing construction. This would be helpful in
providing instruetion which is adjusted to the needs and difficuliies of the
nertbers of the cluss. All grouping of students would be tentative, for any
student may be movad from ane group to another as his achievements justify his
transfor. The teacher must make adjustmwents in instruction in ader W meed
the needs of the indlwvidual students.

The writer bellewves that the very short pretests are of the grealest value
for they take little class tlue, yeb give both student and teacher a pleture of
the material that shotld be included in the wnit,

Test 1: Recognition of the prineiples of eclor and design could be devalop-
el into a shorber test and yet give the student and teacher the necessary informa-

tion.
: Tost 21 Application of prinsiyles of color and design could yleld the
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same informstion if cosbined with Test 1. However, in most classrooms, short
teste can be included in the ¢lass activities.

Test 31 Recognition of the commonly used fabries took too long, as it
required mach of the class time to cheek it, It is the belief of the writer
that the same information could be secured by shortening the test to not mare
than ten fabries.

Test 4t Enowledge of the steps in threading the sewing machine could be
used by any teacher and would seve valuable class tine.

Test 53 Knowledge of the important parts of the sewing machine proved to
be a teaching device as well as an evaluation instrument. The test may be
quickly developed, and results in much more efficient care and use of the sew
ing machins.

Test 6t Knowledge of following and inmterpreting simple pattern directions
eould be developed from the patterns used by the students., This test might be
limited to one, two, or three patterns.

Test 7: Recognition of the steps commonly used in the comstruction of a
bo made by the class taking the test. _
| Test S+ Recognition of desirable standards for clothing construction will
serve as only a suggestion for making a similar test. More difficult material
showing grouwth of students should be used in the junior and senior elasses.

Test 93 Testing the students' abllity in seleeting clothes aprropriate
for dirferent oscasions 4id not give the teacher the infurmation desired. The
test, if used, should be chenged so that the best choice is move difficult to
locate. .

Test 103 Ability to evalnate progress and further needs was developed as
a chock sheet. It may need some revision to be used with another group, but
RM%W:MI%W&&M&WM



The conclusions drawm from this study ave the followings

1. Simple pretests provide valuable information in plamning the clothing
unit in each year of homemsking,

2. Whenever possible, the pretests should be short, yet measure the
goal desired.

3. The pretests used should be changed each year as the needs of the stu-
dents change and new ideas develop.

4. The use of evaluation ingtruments should result in the development of
both new instruments and new practices.

5. Protests are not only presented as instruments to be used but as
suggestions for teashing.

6. Progress of the individual can be measured when pretests are given at
the begiming of a wnit.

7. Information galned through the analysis of the results of pretests
helped develop a satisfactory unit in elothing for each class in Stilwell
High Sehool.

The major conclusion from this study is that the value of pretests is
apparent to the person who has actually tried them and used then. In this case
the infermation seeured was extromely valusble in planning the learning
exporiences for clothing classes, and the stuly points to the need for develop-
ment and use of similar evaluation instruments in the other phases of homerak-
ing education,
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