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PREFACE

Many members of the Disciples of Christ today know comparastively
1ittle mbout their church's customs and practieces, and even less about its
background. Relatively little is taught in the church concerning these
matters. Few persons take the initiative to study for themselves, while
the majority passively accept what is told them. The reason for this lack
of knowledge may be the literal acceptance of the founders'! firm belief in
the wnity of all Christisns snd their egually firm opposing of every form
of indoctrinstion.

I have therefore attempted to explain the generally held beliefs of
the Disciples of Christ by showing how religious conditionsg in the United
States in the early part of the nineteenth century csused not only growth
in churech membership but splits within denominations. OQut of these sepa-
rationg came the two stems, the Christians and the Disciples, which resulted
in the forming of the Disciples of Christ. I have described the Llives of
the central figures, Stone of the Christisng, and Thomas and Alexander
Campbell of the Diseciples, to show how each independently developed 2
theology which, amazing as it might seem, was similar to that of the other
two. They had all patterned their systeme after those used by the Apostles
and had attempted to discard 211 man-made institutions. Because of their
similarities the two branches united in 1832,

This is thus an administrative and a doctrinal history, with some
attention to the socizl background of the movement., It is based largely

upon original sources, namely, the Autobiography of Stone, the Memoirs of
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Alexander Cempbell (depending largely on his writings), and the megszines

edited by Alexander Campbell, the Christian Baptist and the Millennial

Harbinger. By this study I have gained a greater understanding of the
Disciples of Christ, and I hope it inspires others to carry the research
even further,

The writer wishes to acknowledge the following persons whose assist-
ance mzde this thesis possible: Mr., Thesdore L. Agnew, profegsor of hig-
tory, Oklahoms Agricultursl snd Mechanical College, Stillwater, for his
valuable guidance and criticisms in writing the manuscript; Dr. George ®.
Lewis and Dr. Jorbert R. Malmken, professors of history, Oklahoma Agri-
culbtural and Mechanical College, 8tillwater, for their suggestions and
criticisms; Mr. Bolland Huff and Mr, Charles M, Bretz, ministers of the
Disciples of Christ church, Pond Creek, Oklahoms, for the materials they
securad for me; and the library staff of Oklshoms Agricultural and Mechan-
ical College, Stillwater, for the arrangement of inter-library losns. And
to my parents, Mr. and Hrs, T. B. Humphreys, without whose support this

thesis weuld have been impossible, I shall ever be grateful.
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I

INTRODUCTION

The denomination known as the Disciples of Christ had its bezinning

i

n the early nineteenth ecentury during the "Second Awskening.! This re-

®

gion, like most great movements, was o gradual process, havin

|8

vival of rel
begun sfter a period of religious indifference bora of the Revolutionary
Har.

"The decade snd » half following the close of the Ameriean Revolubion
was one of spirituzl deadness among all the Americsn chorches.®l Ope suth-
ority concludes that there was & definite decline ina church membership.2
Another gbates that the combined memberghip of the wvsrious denominationsg
was not over tenm per cent of the total populaticn.3 In some aveas churches
were doing without ministers because none were being ordained; unpohu_arity

o/

of the profesgﬁan among youmg men was closely tied to the low salaries

which prevailed. People in general were 3214 to have had 1ittle conecern

with religious motters, being more interested in agriculture, business, and

@

;;gx}llt:‘i.cs.L‘L Students in the colleges frequently lived disorderly lives and

=

1 yii1dem W, Sweet, The Story of Religion in Americs {Hew York:
Harper and Brothers Publishers, l9§'7 3e2.

2 gatherine ©. Cleveland, The Great Revival in the West 1797-1805
(Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1916), 30.

Winifred B. Garrison and Alfred T. DeGroot, The Diseiples of Chrish
Church (St. Louis: Christian Board of Publication, 1048), 59,

Henry K. Rowe, The History of Religion in the United Siates
(Sew York: The Maemillon Company, 1928), 104.



boasted of 1nt1delity.5 Al together, moral and religious conditions were

at a low ebb along the eastern seaboard, but they were deplorable in the

West.s

Settlers had started moving to the West during and immediately follow-
ing the Revolution. PFirst they went into Kentucky and Tennesgee: later,
after the ending of Indian hostilities, they moved north of the Ohio River
into the old Northwest. In spite of an almost steady stream of people
moving westward, by 1800 less than a tenth of the nation's population lived
west of the Allsghenies]

These Western inhabitants represented all classes of society and a
great varlety of nationalities.® Often isolated from contact with their
neighbors on the frontier, they were of course cut off from their former
homes and especially from the churches of the Bagt. Those who had been
indifferent toward religion in the past naturally ignored it completely out
West. Those who clung to their religion and tried to rear their children
to be faithful were handicapped by the lack of preachers on the frontier,
Many migrants, religiously inclined but ignorant, became quacks .9 "Great
was the need of the new country, where the circumstances of pioneer life
and the rapid increase in population rendered the regular administration

of church ordinsnces an impossibility."10 Among other handicaps of

O sweet, op. cit., 323.

6 1nid., 304.

! Garrison and DeGroot, op. cit., 76.
8 Cleveland, op. cit., 1.

9 Rowe, op. eit., 111.

10 cireveland, op. eit., 13.



religion on the frontier were the scattered location of the people and the
prevalence of many sects, both influences making cooperation in organizing
churches difficult,

The main interest of the Western pioneer had to be building himself
and his family a new home. Little time or thought was given to education:
few books were to be found. Social life was less refined than it was in
the East. "Spinning-bees, corn huskings, singing-schools, and similar
gatherings ministered to the craving for soeial 1life."1l There were gam—
bling, card playing, dancing, and hard drinking among the lower classes.l?
Peter Cartwright in his Autobiography states that the Methodists' rule for-
bidding dram—-drinking as a condition for church membership had become a
dead letter. "From my recollection," he wrote, "drinking drams, in family
and social eircles was considered harmless and allowable socialities."13

Thus to many people conditions demanded that a new emphasis be put
upon religion. There is some disagreement among historians as to whether
this movement known as the "Second Awakening" began in the East snd moved
west or whether the new interest in religion occurred in the two gections
;31.1:111:1.1;31131«:)11:;21.3r.11+ It ig certain, however, that gseveral denominations were
affected. The "Second Awakening" hag been credited in part to the spread

of Methodism with its emphasis upon evangelism.l!® At the same time there

11 Inte. ., 11.

12 pleveland, op. cit.. 30; Peter Cartwright, Autobiography of Peter
Cartwright, The Backwoods Preacher (Wew York: The Methodist Book Concern,
n.d.), 27.

13 1pia., 212.

1% s14ce F. Tyler, Freedom's Ferment (Minneapolis: The University of
Minnesota Press, 1944 ), 33.

15 y. v. Sweet, The Story of Religion in America, 33.




appeared a revivelistic spirit in the colleges of the Test, especislly
those of the Presbyterians,

This awskening in the Hast wag different from that in the Teat., In
the FBastern churches wembership grew, while college students! attitudes
chenged, more entering the ministry snd missionafy fields. "“The obliga-
tion to give religious training to children resulted in the orgsnizastion
of the Sunday School.“16

The Western awskening, on the other hsnd, wons characterized by a grest
display of emotion. Drasgtic measurss had to be used to bring zbout eon-
version of the people on the frontier.

Upon men seccustomed to the terror of the wildernsss--loneli-
ness, wild animsls, Indisn rsids--mild homilies had no effect,

but vivid pictures of hell-fire and dammation contrasted with the

happiness and peace of salvation, if used with suffieient dram-

atic force, would bring the strong men to his knees 17

Camp-meetings introdueced the new spirit in the Weet. It is not cer-
tain where or when the ides of comp-mestings originsted, but similar nest-
ings were known %o hawve been held by sous groups of Baptists and Method-
ists in Virginia asnd North Carolins as early as 179h. These meebinga,
however, lasted only a few dgys.lg

Strange as it may seem, the first great camp-meeting was called by =
minister of the supposedly conservative Presbyterians. The Reverend Janes

HMeGreasdy held this gathering in Logan County, Kentucky, in 1797.19

2

16 fowe, op. cit., 105.

H omler, op. git.. 35.

18 Gleveland, The Great Revival in the West, 52-53.

19 wi11iam ¥W. Sweet, The Presbyterians 1783-1840 (Religion on the
Americsn Frontier, II, Chicego: The University of Chicago Press, [c1936]7,
gl




The camp-meetings were unique in many ways. They were held out-of-
doors. Logs were used for benches, with the preascher standing on a stump,
in & wegon bed, or indeed on anything which would give him elevation.
People came from miles around with provisions to stay for seversl days.
Several ministers, perhaps of different denominations, would be preaching
at the same time, The congregation would go through various exercises
which vere interpreted as the manifestation of the power of God working on
the hesrts of the people.20 An individual might be affected by one of the
following "exereises: falling, Jerking, rolling, or dasncing. The fol~
lowing is an syewitness deseription of the most common exercise, falling:

The persons who are struck are gensrally first observed to

pay close attention to the preaching: then to weep and shed tesrs

plentifully for s while; after this a twitching or yerking [§ié]

geires them, and they fsll to the ground helpless, and convulsed
through the whole frame ss if in the sgonies of death., In the
beginning of this swakening, it was common for those who fell

after they had been lying for a while to speak in an sstonishing

manner 58 o length of time, matter, and loudness of voice....2%

Comp-meetings continued to spread throughout the West. Barton W,
Stone, a Presbyterisn minister, instigated the greatest of all of them, which
was held at Cane Ridge, Kentucky, in 1801. It has been estimated that be-
tween twenty thousand sand twenty-Tive thoussnd attended this meeting.22

By this time the regular Pregbyterisns began to express their dissp-

provel of the neetings because of the emotional excesses whlch freguently

20 Tilliam ¥. Sweet, Revivalisgn in Americs (Wew Yov’- Charles
Seribnerts Sons, 1945), 122,

21 Cleveland, op. cit., 95, citing letter from the Rev. Thomas Moore,
dated Ten Hiles, Pennsylvanisa, larch 9, 1803, Massachusetts Missionary
Hagazine, I, 198-199.

22 winifred T. Corrison, An Americsn Religious Movement (8t. Louis:
Christian Board of Publication, IﬁES) 51 For further informstion see
below . page 13.




accompanied them. These Presbyterians were happy with the established form
of worship and they had no patience with the disorderly services of the
camp—meetingngB

The Presbyterians were soon to lose ground in the West. In larse pard
this was due to thelr insistence upon an educated clergy, 2 reguirement
which was difficult to £ulfill in the wilderness. Some Presbyterian min-
igters, however, continued to ganction the comp-meeting type of evangel-
istic preaching, a policy which threatened » division.

The Methodists and Baptists adopted the institution of the camp-meeting
about the time that the Prosbyterians began to express their disspproval of
them. The former were thus able to assume the lesdership in winning souls.
These two churches hsd the advantsge in the Wegt in that they did not in-
sist on college-trained ministers. The Bapbists' religious work was esrried
on by farmer-preschers, largely uneducated and self-supporting, ss they
gorked in the field during the week and preached on Sunday.2l

The Methodists proved to be the most sunececessful religious sect on the
frontier. They whole-heartedly spproved the revivalistie methods. Per-
haps the most inportant explanation of their success, however, lay in their
grstem of organization for activity on the frontier. The centrsl figure,
the circuit rider, usually had to be young and unmarried; the inconveniences
and difficulties he would encounter and the small salary he could expect

made this a ﬂecessity.25 He had many duties, the wost imporitant being o

23 (leveland, op. eit., 134,

2l Sweet, Revivaligm in America, 128; Tyler, op. cit., 33.

25 In 180%, Cartwright stotes, "a single preacher was allowed to re-
ceive eighty dollars per annum, if his circuit would give it to him; bub
single preachers in those days seldom received over thirty or forty dol-
lars, and often much leses...." Autobiogrsphy, H21.




preach enywhere, to instruct the local ministers, and to supervise twenty
0 thirty local societies,26 all of which meant he would be preaching
nearly every day of the week.

About the time of the development of the csmp-meeting, there was 2lso
Torming in Kentucky and Pennsylvanis a denomination which was later mown
as the Digciples of Christ. The Discipleg of Christ had twe stems, sach a
group of believers digsatisfied with its denominstion. Barton ¥W. Stone and
the Campbells, Thomss and Alexsnder, were the ecentral figures in this move-
ment. Stone, a New Light" Presbyterian, who has previously been mentioned
in connection with the Cane Ridge comp-meeting, and his followers withdrew
from the Presbyterisns in 1803. They took the name Christiansg, Alexander
and Thomas Campbell originelly had been Presbyteriang. They had withdrawm
in 180% and remained independent wntil 1813, when they became affilisted
with the Baptists. In 1827, they broke from the Baptists and sgain became
an independent group, the Disciples of Christ.

The Chrigtians and the Disciples of Christ had many common beliefs.
They hsd a great dislike for church creeds and for ecentralized chureh
goverament. To them these were mon-made institutions. They were striving
to pattern their systems after those used by the Apostles; the Wew Testa-
ment wag their sole guide. They believed that faith, not the Holy Spirit,
causes one to be converted, and that the Holy Spirit is not received until
one has accepted Christ. They alse belisved that Christ died for all those
who would believe and be saved znd not for s limited number, the elsct.

The Christians and the Diseiples of Christ had been aware of common

principles for some years before they united in 1832. After their union

26 Tyler, Freedom's Ferment, 33.
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mhership grew

i1ly in Kentsucky, Pemasylvaniz, and

book rank awmong the leading Protestant de-
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BARTON ¥W. STONE AND THE CHRISTIANS

By following the life and activities of Barton W. Stone, we can sec
the "Christi=ns® break from the Presbyteriang and gradually move toward
the formation of thelr own organization.

Barton W. Stone, the son of John and Mary Warrem Stone, was born nesr
Port Tobaeceo, Maryland, December 24, 1772. Following the death of his
father, which oceurred = few years before the Revolutionary Yar, Mrs.
Stone moved to Pittsylvania Counby, Virginias., Life among the people
there -= near the Wovrth Carolins line midway between the $wo bomdaries
of Virginia -— was different; the manners and cusgtoms were simpler; Tewer
people were interested in religion.

Stone received his elementary education, such as it was, in » loeal
school, In Februsry 1790, he entered a Latin grammar school at Guilford,
Horth Carolina, about thirty miles from his home. The gchool was con~
ducted by Devid Caldwell, 2 Presbyterian who followed the "Wew Light.“l

The YWew Light! Presbyterisns differed from the regular Presbyterians
in that they favored revivalistic methods. These "New Lights" had ready
goined ground in Virginia and the other Southern siates when James MeGready,

a Presbyterian evangelist, came to the Guilford, Forth Carolins community.

L Barton 7. Stone, "The Auntoblography of Barton ¥. Stone,® in James R.
Rogers, The Cane Ridge Meeting House (Cincinnati: Standard Publishing
Company;~i§105, 113-119. This printing of Stonse's Autoblography will be
used throughout the study snd will be referred to as Stone, "Autoblog-
raphy .*
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Shortly before Stone's arrival YeGready had converted most of the

2

school ,~ end it had developed a warm "religious atmosphere and was

hosplisble to the revivelism....®3 It had been Stone's intention to study

law, but the environment of great religious excitement which he found at

the Laotin grommar school chonged his mind.,

Ths religious iafluence worked

glowly with Stone, however.

Barton Stone at first had little admiration for the newly converted
students and ignored thewm, bubt after = time he consented to attend scme of
the lectureg. The preaching digburbed him: he wanted to Tind religion, but

HeBready had taught that one must walt for "God's sovereign time.¥ After

'.‘ﬁv
S
]
&
=
@

£ praying and waiting, still nothing had happened‘u Hig eituation
was relieved when another "Wew Light! minlster pointed out that one need
6ot wait for o miracle. Stone was at once convertedd and at the same time

4t

resolved to forget hig study of law and become a nminister.

Ia 179%, Stone was & csndidate for the ministry in the Orange Presby-
%ery.6 It was the custom of the presbyteries to assign sach candidate 2

subject for & trisl sermon. Stone was given the toplic of the Trinity.

A &

Tric was o rvesl tesk for him, since he wags not a student of theology, 2nd
the only religious book he had ever read was the Bible. The idea of the
threo~in-one seemed inconsistent to him, but he presched to his exsminers.

=

Bven though his sermon was accepted, his mind remained in a state of

2y, . Garrison, An Americen Movement, U7.

Z o : . cy 8 . = -
2 Garrison aud DeBroot, The Disciples of Christ, 93.

Stone, loc. ecit., 120.

A
s

&

bid.

}

6 1pia., 126.
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confusion in regard to the Trinity; this confusion vointed Stone Ffurther
away from orthodoxy.

Stone could not receive his license until the next meeting of the
Orsnge Presbytery., Heenwhile he decided to wisit his brother in Georgis.
During hls stay there he itsught a% Su@coﬁh Avadeny, a Methodist school.

This &rip to Georgia proved valuable becomse he wazs associzted directly or

bt

indirectly with two men having libersl views, Jawes 0°'Kelly and Joha
Springsr. James 0'Kelly, o Hethodist minister, had in 1792 oppoged the
powers exercised by the Bishop.7 Agsociated with him ian this ecampaign
agoinst Bishop Asbury had been Hope Hull, the principal of Suecoth Acsdemy.

Hull did not leave the lMethodist Episcopal Church bub continued %o favor

o

less centralized govermment znd more individusl freedom. During the time
Stone was teaching st Succoth Academy, he beecame o close compmnion of il
and was no doubd inflwunced somewhat by the primeipal's views on church

g
goverament.

Stone algo becsme a friend of John Springer, a Pilew Light" Presbyberian

.l =

&5

who, living near by, had the sympathetvic views istic pre

one lived during

i

ng usval to one of his type. "The atmosphere in which §
that year was one in which denominationsl digstinctions secmed unimportant,
the niceties of $raditional theology were forgotiten, and the emphasiz was
upon the comumon core of the Gospel.”9

4
4

{ 0*¥elly had introduced in the Methodists'® genersl conference a resc-
lution which provided that preachers who felt they had been injured by the
sppointuent assigned by the bishop might appeal to the conference. The
motion losgt, ceusing 0'Kelly snd most of his followers to withdraw from
the conference in 1793 to form the Republicen Hethodists. W. W. Sweet,

The lethodists 1783-1840 (Religion on the Americen Froatier, IV, Chicego:
The University of Chicago Press |clou6]), 39, &6.

& Garrison and DeGroot, op. eit., 95.

9 1pia.




In the spring of 1796, Stone decided to return to North Carolina, de-
termined to receive his license to preach.lo A very unusual thing happened
at the meeting of the Orasnge Presbytery; instead of being asked to accept
the Confession of Falith, the candidates were simply given the Bible and

were told, *Go ye into 21l the world and preach the gospel to every crea-

&

ture."d  Barton Stome thue received his first licence without accepting

Stone's firet zssigoment was o missionary journey to Worth Carclina.
After three months of fruitlegs work he became discoursged and returned to
Virginia. Stone was still determined to preasch, and he declided to make
his gecond attempt in the West., He drifted through the (umberland Gap into
Kentucky. After stayving a short time in Danville and Lexington, he moved
on to Cane Ridge. In that comwunity in 1790 Robert ¥W. Finley had founded
twe churches, ong st Csne Bidge proper snd the other at Concord. Stone
worked with Finley ss his assistont. Then in 1798 Finley decided to move
$0 Dhic, Stone was immediately chosen to take his place.12

But in order to fill Finley's vacancy, Stone had to be ordsined by
the Transylvanis Presbytery. Again he begsn tc stndy the confegsion, but
he was sbill waable to sgres with the‘theory of the Trinity. Once more
Stone was lucky:; when he was ordained he was asked how far he was willing

to recoive the confesgion. He angwered: as far as he sow 1t was congistent

=23

et

wish the word of Ged.l3 o cbjections were made to his snswer.

[
<&

Stone, YAubobiography,¥ 130.

1 Ibid.

FJ

12 1piga., 1b7.

13 1pig., 1h8.

et
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Stone had been at Cane Ridge a few yesars when the religious camp=
wmeetings had thelr wveal beginning. 7The most cutstonding meetings were
belng held in southwestern Kenbucky snil Tennesses, under the lesdership of
Jomes lchready sand other Presbyterisn ministers. Stons had hy this tim
grown unhappy with the formslistic church services of his congregation:
and, heving heard the reports about these ecamp-meetings, he deeided in 180
%o go to Logan County and investigate the e}v:cite;?irz@rt“i:.1)4

The camp-meeting he visited was » typical one. It wns held out-of -
docrs, severol preachers were preaching at onee, ond people were singing at
the sase time. Some became so emotional as to believe the Holy Spirit was
havivg direct sction upon them. This action csused varlous exercises, the
most common being the ¥falling exercise.” Stone took no part in the phys-
iecs 1em0ﬂ rations, but he was favorably impressed by some of them.15 He
returned to Cene Bidge with plang to hold & simil&f comp-meating.
in the middle of his plans Stone married E;izabeﬁh GCampbell of
Vuhlenberg Gounty, Keﬁtucky. Preporations were then continued for a camp-
pesting to be held in August, L801. A large ares was cleared of trees 1o
aecormodate the expectsd throng. Temporary pulplts were made in the center
and logs were hewn fTor the sests. 16

Considering the purpose of the meebting, it was a great success. People

came from miles awsy, some from as far as Ohis. The crowd was estimated

to0 have been betwesn 20,000 to 25,@0@;17 of this number sbout 3,000 were

Oleveland, The Great Revival in the West, 1U; Stone, loc. cit.. 153.

Garrison snd DeGroot, The Disciples of Christ, 100,

Stone, loc. eit., 55.

iy . Garrison, An American Religious Movement, 51; Hirvam Van Kirk,
Hiz Current Reformation (St. Louis: Christian Publishing Com-




1k

converted.lg

The lack of organizstion snd the emotional resctions which had existed
in the Logan County meetings were prevalent alse in the Cane Ridge meeting.
The EHev. James B. Finley, s Methodist minister, gave the following descrip-
tion of the latter meeting.

The noise wzs like the roar of Niagara....l counted seven
ministers all preaching at one time; some on stumps, others in
wagons....At one time I saw a2t least five hundred swept down in
a moment, as if a battery of a thousand guns had been opened
upon them, and then immediately followed shrieks and shouts
that rents [sic] the very heavens .+9
Although Stone was responsible for the meebting, it seems that he was

not prominent among the preachers asnd exhorters.20 He was pleased with
the results becsuge, regardless of what methods were used, ministers of
different denominationg were speaking at the same time with one objesc~
tive -~ that of saving souls.gl

The meeting came to a close August 12, after s gession of six days.
Stone said it would have been physically impossible for 1t to continue .22

Cane Ridge was the last of the grest camp-meetings, although they con-
tinved on & smaller scale for some years among groups of Pregbyterians and
among members of other denominations., Referring to the meeting in later

years Stone said,

Though the revival was checked, it was not destroyed;
5till the spirit of truth lingered in our sgsemblies, and

18 Stone, "Autobiography.* 59.

19 stone, loc. cit., 60.

20 Garrison and DeGroot, op. cit., 101.
2l gtone, loc. cit., 157.

22 Tpid., 338.



} presence with ns., One thing is certain, that from
1wt revival a fountain of light has sprung by which the eyes of
pened Yo just and proper views of the gospel....?

The Cane Ridge meeting was scarcely over when another event hoppened
which played an even more important part in Stone's 1ife. He was by this

time classified »s o "Wew Light" Presbyterizn slong with other Kentucky
ministers, Richard licNemar, John Thompson, John Dunlavy, and Robert
ia?sha&l.“f Their preaching of God's love for the “whole world" was
gritvicized by the orthodox Presbyteriang, with their notions of the slset
few.“? The "Wew Lights" elso differed from the orthodox Presbyterians in
that they believed theve was gufficient evidence in God's word to produce

faith: that sinners were shle to understand the Word snd to sct upon it if

2

'-h

Taith 3

]

-

they would seecept Chri the Vord, not the Holy Spirit, coused
one b0 seck galvation:; one reeeived the Holy Spirit upon conversion.26

Criticism was brought first againgt MeNemay, the most congpicuous of

Light? Preghbyterion ministers, im 1801. lcWemar was associated
with the Vashington Presbytery, which included churches along the Ohio
River. The Washingion Presbytery took 1ititle note of these first charges:
in fact they spparently soon forgot them and MeHemar was given a new as-
signment at Turtle-Creek. In 1802 the Presbytery, meeting at Cincinnati,
heard complaints sgainst Mcelemar's allegedly false doctrines. A

form of an examinstion was held., The matter was not regarded as too seriouns,

zirice the ninutes searcely mentioned it. It had been reported, begun the

23 1nig.
2k

W. W. Bueet, The Story of Religion in America, 337.

23 ibid., 338.

26 $tome, loc. cit., 165-166,

o doiatass
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winutes, theb lclenar *held tenets hogtile to the standsrds of the Presby-
berisn chureh, snd suhvexs1ve of the fundamental docirines contsined in

the ssecred soripitures....® The Presbytery concluded thet ke held to doe-

that the cuominstion was not & judicisl censure: it was Jjust their expressed

2 .
27 Garrison and Delreot beliove that the reogon no defi-

opinion of hi

nite action was token at this time was the presenece of so many “revival

hus the zecusers had not wanted the matter to come to 2 formsl vote.29
In 1803 the Syuod of Eentucky met at Lexington. ¥Vhen it reoviewed the

minutes of the various presbyteries, it found the Washington Presbytery's

ing, and decided o investigete them. Purthermore, petitions

had besn presented asking the Synod to re-examine MeNemsr snd alse to in~

clude Thompson's name awong those to be invssiigated. The 3ynod censured

k.

the Taghington Presbytery for letbing Mellemar continue to preach while

theae chorges were heing held ageinst bim, It then turned to 2n exomins-

thile the Synod was discussing these Individuals, five "Hew Lights”
(Messrs. lHarshall, Stone, Vclemsr, Thompson, and Dunlavy) left the mesting
n protest sgeingt tho prcoesdure. They felt the decision sbout Velemar

and Thompson would be go worded se to meke It just 2 matter of time before

3

the Synod would expel the other three. VWhen they returned they presented

@ %
p=1

’.:,

aper sitating they were withdrawing from the jurisdiction of the Syned.

21 ! ¥ and others, "An Abstract of an Apology for Re-
nouncing the Jurisdiction of the %vnoa of keutu@ky, Being a Compendious
Filew of the Gospel and o Few Remarks on the Confession of Faith," in

I <

Rarton W. Stone, The Blography of Eld. Barton larren Stone (dohn Rogers,
ed., Cincinnati: d. A. and U. P. demes, 1817), 148-156, This document
will hereafter be veferred to as the “Apology,”

28 Gorrison and DeGroot, op. cit., 103.
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The paper gave thelr grievances: McHemar's views had been misrepresented:
the Synod had not given them the privilege of interpreting the Scriptures
by themselves in accordance with Section 9, Chspter i, of the (onfession
of ¥aith; when they differed from the Confession of Faith they were charged
with disturbing the peace of the church. The paper concdluded by ssving they
did not want to separate from communion with the Presbyteriasng, but that
they were withdrawing from the Synod of Xentucky until it sdopted more
liberal views.2Jd

The Synod sppointed five of its members to confer with MHarshsll, Dumlavy,
viciemar, Stone, and Thompson and ask thew if they would refurn o the Synod
to answer oussbions. %The two parties could not agree upon the method of
juesbioning. The "Wew Lights? then constituted themselves into a separste
independsnt organization to be known ag the Springfiéld,Presbyter;. On
losrning of this radicel step, the Synod resolved to suspend them.30

The independent presbytery which the "Hew Lights® had established was
defective in several ways. Host domaging was the lack of the complete
organization found in most presbyteries. Documents fsil %o mention any
officers, lay members, or member churches. It was, then, largely an un-
orcenized group of independent Presbyterian ministers with a common pur-

orm,

iy

pose, that of re
in Jamunry, 1804, 2 hundred-page psmphlet was published to show the

position of the Springfield Presbytery; its full title was "An Abstract of

25 Sweet, The Presbyteriang, 315-318, citing "Minutes of the Synod of
Fentucky 1802-1811%": Harshall and others, "Apolegy," 159-170.

30 Suset, op. eit., 315-318; Uarchall and others, loe. eit., 159-170.

clat

3L Garrison 2nd DeGroot, The Disciples of Christ, 106.
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an Apology for Renouncing the Jurisdiction of the Synod of Kentucky, Being
a Compendious View of the Gospel and a Few Remarks on the Confession of
Faith.” The first vart, written Ly Robert Marshall, gave an account of

the events leading to the separation. The second part, ¥Compendious Views,®
written by Barton W, Stone, was confined chiefly to five doectrinal points:
man is by nzture sinfuvl, but "he possesses rationel faculties capable of
knowing and enjoying God'; regeneration is needed before s man can enter
hesven; the gospel is for 2ll men; faith ig Padmitting testimony on the
zuthority of the testifier’; faith is baged on the word of Ged.

The third part of the "Apology," entitled "Remarks," was written by
John Thompson and was designed to prove that creeds and confessiong were
harmful snd useless. It was his opinion that "people have the privilege
of reading the Scriptures to prove the standard to be right¥: but, he went
on, they have "no privilege to examine that standsrd by the Sceripture snd
attempt to prove it to be wrong." He believed as well that standards once
asdopted too often usurp the place of the Bible; it would be betier, there-
fore, o build =z church based on the Bible, not on humsn opinions.32

On June 28, 1804, less then ten months after their formation, the
Springfield Pregsbytery met at Cane Ridge snd dissolved. At this time the
a8t Will and Testeswent’ was written and published, and signed by the same
five "Wew Light' ministers ond by a sixth member, David Purviance, who had
joined them shortly after the publication of the "Apology.' In announcing
the end of the Springfield Presbytery, the writers included many points
which were later basic charscteristics of the Disciples of Christ., The

brief doeument stated: the churches shall ¥gink iato union with the Body of

32 jeyshall and others, “Apology," 223-234%.



Christ?; church government shall be in the hands of the congregati

Bible alone shall be their guide and stendard: czndidstes ghall receive

their licenses to preach from God, although the church wmight try them as
to their soundness in the faith, acguaintsnce with experimental religion,

gravity, and aptness to teach; esach church will choose its own prescher

(ﬁ

and support him by free will offerings; titles of distinction such asg

HPeverend! shsll be faréotten.JJ
Thers were in the "Lagt Will and Testament™ and the "Apology! no gen-
eral proposals for the restoration of the Primitive Church. However, many
of the ideas developed by the signers indieate they hsd beliefs about the
regtoration similar to those later snnounced by Alexander C\mpbell,Bh
ey

After the Springfield Presbytery was dissolved, there remained the

nestion as to what the "Wew Lights® should call themselves, since they

were no longer Presbyterians. Before the 1804 Cane Ridge nmeeting disbanded
they adopted the nsme ¥Christisn® for their followers and the "Christian

Chureh? for the organised membership. These names had been uged by the fiv
LSS

. .. 75

century diseiples,’?

The gix witnesses went forth with new fervor to advanee thelir cause.

o~

Fost of the churches where they had been preaching followed them and new
ones were added, as well as individusl Presbyterian preschers of the "New
Light.! By the end of 1808 there were ot least eight Christiasn Chuvches

Kentucky.36

53

ke

-
33 Stone, The Biography of Eld. Barton Warren Stone, 51-53, eiting
Marshsll snd others, "Last Will snd Testaoment.”

3 gee below, pages 30, Y1, L2,
35 gyone, "hutobiography,? 67.

36 corrison and PeGroot, op. cit., 112.



At the tire the Christisn Church was organized, baptism had not been

9

considered an important gquestion by the leaders of the movement, By 1807,

hovever, various members became convinced that immersion wag the only Scrip-
sursl form of beptisn. & neeting of deacons, elders, and brethren was held
to diseuss the p$mblem; but, instesd of decresing & wniversal rule, the
group decided that everyone should sct aceordiang te his own faith. Stone
aad meny other wewbers were thereupon immersed, and the practice soon be-
. e ?T A L2 ] [T . s .

come wide gpread, At this sane meeting it had been determined by sone,
including Stoune, that baptism was ordained for the remission of sing, and
ought %o be adninistersd in the name of JeSU$.38 This doctrine was not
folly expounded st the time, however, although it was later revived by
Canpbell 39

About the same time Stone took o different view from that of many of
kis colleaguss on the topic of the atonement. He bhad been teaching that

a1 g 2

“fhrist died as o substitubte or surety inm owur sitesd, and that bhe disd to

N
3

make satisfaction o law and justice for our sins....® This was cleose to

e

its views that Christ died for all., Yet Stone 4id not
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pelieve that Christ died for 211, neither did he believe that Christ died
for the elect Ffew as the regular Presbyterisas eontinued to do. Stone's
new doctrine was

stonement : ccerdlng tc the spelling snd pronunciation of

the word, ‘at-one-went.' in had separated between God and
san, before at-one, when men was holy. Jesus was sent to

37 stone, lee. cit., 183; Garrison and DeGroot, op. cit., 11%, eiting
Christien Messenger, 1, 267, Gct 1827 .

irded s N
% Stone, loc. clt., 183-184.

g . .
7 See below, pages YO,LU2, for Compbelltls views.
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restpre that union, or %o make the at-one-ment between Cod ngd
mnem .

By 1809 Stone was the only one who remained in the Christisn Church
of the original five men who had broken from the Presbyteriasns., Nclemerx
and Dunlavy had joined the Shakers, while Mershall snd Thompson had re-
turned to the Presbyterian fold. In May of the same year Stone's wife died:
he then broke up housekeeping and traveled throughout Ohio, Kentucky, snd
Tennegsee carrying on evangelistic work. In 1811 Stone married Celia
Wilson Bowen, cousin te his first wife, and moved te Georgetown, Kenbueky.

At Georgetown Stone continued with his evangelistic preaching; he de-
voted time also o training young preachers and to writing, Stone's writ-
ing congisted of letters andé pamphlets; and later he edited s monthly maga~

zine. IHis first psmphlet, ¥Address to the Christian Churches of Kentucky,

Tennessee, and Ohio,! was written in 1814 while he still lived in Tennesses.

Stone's works stressed the need for uwnity of Christisng. He gave further
explanations of the atonement, the Holy Spirilt, and the Frinity. The im-
portonce of hig writings on the Holy Spirit and on the meaning of the atone-~
ment has been previously explal The Trinity wes » topic which had given

him trouble since 1793 vhen he had preached his trial sermon., It does not
appear that the nature of the Trinity was ever clearly defined in his own
mind: the resson was the lack of Scriptural evidence. As far as he ex-
pressed himself, he was neither o siriet Trinitarisn nor o Unitarian.
Moreover, it should be pointed ocub that in hig discussions on this issue he

gpoke only for himself znd not for the Christians in general.al

ko Stone, loc, cit., 178-182.

! Garrison and DeGroot, The Diseiples of Christ, 119-123,
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In 1826 Stone begen to publish the Christion Meggenger, ne doubt the

mos b outstending of his publications., Through this msgazine Sitone continued

%o advanee his theology by means of essays aud by replies to letters written

by men of other denominations who guestioned him. The Christisn » Megsenger

also served as am instrument of unity, o there was at the time an sbsence

o
Ea’ﬂ
7}
53
<
g
®
=]
@
¥
of
&
=]
ke
73
[
&
=
1—1:
«
c,.
O

n among the churches,

Fohn 9, Johnson became co-editor of this megazine in 1826, continuing
in that copaclty for two years. Johnson, who had slresdy met Alexonder
Campbell and become one of his devoted followers, was impressed by the
likenesges of the two groups. He wog later one of the oubtstending men in
bringlag cbout the uaion whieh tock place at Lexington, Kentucky, in 18%2.

Stone moved to Jacksonville, I1llinois, in 1834, He continued to edit

the Christian Messenser and carried on evangelistic work throughout Illineis,

Myssouri, Indians, and occasionslly in Ohio. In August, 18h1, Stone was

stricken with paralysis: although he was left cripplsd, he continued to

preachk, He died three years later while returning home Trom Columbis,

3

isgouri, where he had attended a district meeting of Missouri Christisns.

Stone wos buried, flttingly enovgh, at Ozne Ridge, Kentucky
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THE CANPBELLS AND THE DISCIPLIS

Thomos Campbell =nd his son Llexsader were the outstanding personali-
ties in the history of the "Disciples of Christ.” The Campbells, born in
Irelend of Scottish deseent, received their education in Scotland. Thomas
Campbell came to Ameriea in 1807 and his son arrived two years later. By
1805 both men had broken with their church, the Seceeder Preghyterian
Church. Bub, ns they did so at different times and for 4ifferent reasons,
one mast note the specizal circumastances which led each to eome to the new
line of reasoning.

Thomas Campbell was born in County Down, Iveland, in 1763. After
toaching school for a few years he decided to euter the minigiry, going to
Seotland to further his education. He attended the University of Glagsow
for three years, studying elassiecsl courses: and then he received his min-
isterisl trainiang at the theological seminary of the Aniti-burgher Adivision
0f the Seceder branch of the Presbyterian Church. Later he rveturnsd %o
Ireland vhere he preachsd at the Ahorey Church snd btaught at the Rich Hill
Acadeny. He married Jane Corneigle and in 1788 their first son, Alexander,
was born.

Thomas Campbell began to develop his ideas of Christisn wvnity while
he was preaching in Ireland. Before this time the Scottish Presbytberian
Church had divided and subdivided over various issues; when Campbsll beecame
ackive there were the Sseeders, the Burghers and the Anti-buyghers, and

the 0ld Lights and the Wew Lights. Thomag Campbell was trained to be an.
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0ld Light Anti-burgher Seceder, but he soon lost interest in the various
arguments and sttempted to bring sbout z union smong &1l Seceders. Though

his efforts failed, his mind was permanently set toward promoting Chrisiian

union.l

In 1807 Thomas Campbell resigned from his church, left Rich Hill Acad-
ey in the hande of Alexsnder, and sailed for Amerieca. This move was made
in order to find a place which would afford more opportunities for himself
and his family of seven children, and becsuse of his poor heglth. Vhen he
arrived in Philadelphia the Associate Synod of North Ameries, representing
all the Seceder Presbyterians in Americs, was inysession. He was immed-
iately given an gppointment to the Presbytery of Chsrtiers in southwest
Pennsylvania. The Presbytery in turn located him at Pittsburgh and gave
him preaching places betwesn there and Washington, Pennsylvania;2 The
region contained a number of Scotch-Irish who a few years éarlier had left
northern Ireland; thus Campbell was not éntirely among strangers.

#ithin hig first yvear in western Penngylvania complsints were brought
against Compbell, first in the presbytery and later in the synod, The
csuse for the strained relations, as Campbell relates in his Memoirs, laoy
in the fact that he invited all Chrigtians to join in the communion ser-
vice,3 a practice which was offensive in the eyes of Presbyterisns. On
the other hand, however, from the Minutes of the Presbytery of Chartiers,
it seems that there were additional complaints; in fzet the prasbytery
filed seven charges agsinst him., They were: he denies "that sny persus-

sion, asgurance or confidence that we in particular through the grace of

1 Garrison snd DeGroot, The Disciples of Christ, 127.

2 Ipia., 129.

3 Robert Richardson, Memoirs of Alexsnder Campbell (Philsdelphia:
J. B. Lippincott and Co.. 1868-1872, I, 224,




25

our Lord Jesus Christ shall be saved belongs te the nature of saving
faith"; he says that accepting the Confession of Faith should not be the
"terms of communion"; he says that ruling elders might preach in crses
where there were no ministers available; he says the people might safely
listen to ministers with views different from their own: he "agsents 'that
our Lord Jesus Christ was not subjeet to the precepts as well as the pen-
alty of the law in the stesd of his people or as their surety!Y; he "ag-
serts that man 'is able in this life to live without sin in thought, word,
and deed'": he had preached in snother parish, that of Mr. Bamsey, without
an appointment.

Campbell was allowed to answer these charges, after the fifth and
sixth were dropped. To the first charge Campbell replied that mystieal ex-
periences or emotional uplifts were not an essential element of saving
faith, He believed that faith was evident by intelligent response of the
mind rather than by an emotional experience; this later becaome s signifi-
cant point in Campbell's theology. In answering the second chargze he did
not condemn the Confession of Falth, but said it should not be used, in
his OPinion, g the "terms of Communion." Campbell accepted the third
charge, for he believed it proper that elders could preach in public when
there were no minigters. He explained his views ag to the fourth charge
by stating that when one cannot hear ministers of his own party he should
pe allowed t0 hesr other men of the gospel. To the last charge Campbell
admitted he hsd preached in Mr. Rsmsay's parich, but only after he had

been invited by some of the people becmuse they had no loesl minister.
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The presbytery adjourned with o vote of sugpension sgainst Campbell,
After Campbell s=nd others left, the meeting was called to order agoin and
Thomas Campbell appealed his case to the high court of the Seceder
Presbyterians, the Associate Synod of Worth Amevies. 411 seven charges

vere rvevived by the appeal, bubt the Synod drvopped the last three. The

Synod was displesged with his snswer to the Tirst four charges and believed
there was sufficlent ground to infer censure. The Synod therefore suspended

Campbell Tor = short tine, but after two months he was sent back to the
Pregbytery of Chartiers with the suspension 1ifted.?
When Campbell returned to the presbytery he found the hostility of

his opponents had been inbtensifisd by the igsue of the trial, He felt

o 5 g

thot the time had cowe for hin to separate from

a2il couvnections with 2 people who seemed utiterly wwilling %o
tolerate sny overtures for healing the religious dissensions of
the time, and who seomed to regord their own p articular ‘Testi-

mony® %s prectically o more importent rule of action then the
Bible,

In Septewber, 1808, Campbell sccordingly withdrew from the suthority of

both the Presbytery of Ghaortiers snd the Synod of Horth Americs.
For the mext year Compbell continued to p h in the Vashington,

Pennsylvania, vieinity., He met with his friends in

he!

]

j
d
o

e
0]
5

homes, barns,

and other available buildings. Garvrison and DeGroot believe that in thege

%
T Garrison and DeGroot, op. cit., 132-135, citing V. H. Hamna, Thomss

Campbell %ecﬂder Bl (hzmsﬁ14«,ﬁ ion Advocote {Cincinnati: Stendard Pub-
Lishing Go., 1935). Gorrison =nd DeGroot have summarized b he manugeript
Minubes of the Presbytery of Chartiers as reprinted by Hanns.

5 1pid., 136-138.,

6 pichardeon, op. cit., I, £30.
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mee tings he continued to lay emphasis upon these points: the unity of
Christisns; the right of direct appesl to the Seriptures instead of %o o
Confession; rejection of 21l erveeds as tests of Tellowship; equslity for
ministers and laymen in church gevernment,7 Campbell was moving perecept-
ibly towzrds a new ecclesisstical organization.

The next step took ploce in August, 1809, when Campbell and = group
of his fellosers dacided to form 2 gsocioty known as YPhe Christian Associ-
ation of Washington.” The purpose was to give them a more formal organi-

dn

ation, However, they were to be an independent society working for refoim

£3

through existing churches. The association chose as its motto: “Where
the Seriptures speak, we spesk:; where they are silent, we are gilent 58
Campbell prepared a brief declarotion snd o more extensive address

in order to express the objectives of the society. To these writings were

added two other sections, and the complete document was callied the YDecis-

ration and Addregs.® It was pregented to the associstion as the repori of

2 conmlttee of tweniy-one. 9 0n September 7, 1809, the asscciation approved
e document and ordeved it printed. The "Declaration and Address” beeaus

ane of the basic historiesl documents of the YDisciples of Chyist.®

7o

The "Declaration snd Address! consisted of fifty-six pozes containlag

i Garrison and DeGroot, op. cit., 139-110.

8 Bweet, op. citb., 340-%3b2. Garrison and Delroot, op. ¢it., 139- ~140,
Richardson, op. cit., I, 231- 336

9

It is uwncertain vhat men should receive credit for the writing of
ire "Declaration and Address. ! However, it is known th t Coampbell
wrate the Firast two parte, "The Declaration® ard "The Address.® TFichardson,
Hewoirs of Alexander Gam@bell I, 241, states that twenty-one men were ap-
pointed to meet with Campbell to determine methods %0 be used in carrying
out the functions of the organigzation. Campbell or the committee as a whole
could have written the "Appendix.¥ The "Postseript® was no doubt proposed
by the committee.
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four parts: "The Declaration," "The Address,” an “Appendix," and s "Poat-
script.’  YThe Declaration” was written for the purpose of stating briefly
the reason for the organization, its ideas, and its purposes. They hsd
organized, they eaid, in order to "restore mnity, pesce and purity," which
could be found only "in Christ snd his simple word" and without "human
opinions end the inventions of men...." With these sentiments in mind,

they had resolved to form 2 society for the sbove-mentioned purpose; the

a

Association would meet twice a year for sermons, discussions, snd the trans-
acting of necessary business; the society would be finsnced by contribu-
tions from its members; it would support and invite only those ministers
who believed =s they did; it was not to be considered 2n independent church,
but rather an orgsnization of "voluntary advecates for church reformstion."L0
The second part. "The Address," which was the main text, was signed
by Campbell as secretary ond by Thomos Acheson, treagsurer. I% gave argu-
ments for the unity of Christiang snd mesns by whieh this could be achieved.
he Address® included the following ideas: The Church of Christ is one,
"eonsisting of 311 those in every place that profess their faith in Christ
and obedience o him in a1l things seccording to the Seriptures...:® the
Church of Christ will be seattered in various communities, people continu-~
ing mewbership in their own denominations; the New Testament is to be the
Yeongtitution for the worship, discipline and governaent of the New Testa-
ment Church®: where the Scriptures fall to express time or manner of a

performance, no humsn suthority has power to interfere in order to swupply

10 Richardson, Memoirs of Alexsnder Cempbell, I, oho-2h5, A Yreforma-
tion became one of the goals of Campbell's son Alexander, in whose writ-
ings the term ususlly appesrs copitalized, viz, "Reformation.”




the supposed defi iciency by making laws for the Church...:? it was these

3

faxkia

man inventions vhich caused divisions in the Church of God: finally

anyone having due ueasure of the Seriptures, recognizing tha

the way to salvation is through Jesus Christ, accompanied by

profession of his faith and promise of obedlence to Him, shall

be qualified for church membership. 11

"The Appendix," the third division, was written to explain further
some polants previously mede in "The Address? and o answer actusl or anbi-
cipated criticisms. Once again it was clearly stated that they had no in-

tention of becoming = new denomination., They repeated their cpposition to

creeds, but

teining sentinments not expressly revesled in the Word of God....
It is the abuse snd not the lswful uge of such compilations
that we oppose.

T defending their free interpretation of the Bible agsinst accusations

that this woald bring forth meony sects, they reiterated their belief that
12

humen rules, not individunl interpretation, lead to division.

The Postseript,” written three months later, suggested immediate

bt
b
®
T
iF]
o

0 be taken for promoting the enterprise., The first proposal was
that instructions be prepared showing the fullness of the Seriptures --
its systenm of faith sand duty, and its references vespseting the doetrine,

worship, discipline, end goverament of the Christian Church. This sugges-

(St 2uh )

3

tion, however, had been rejected by the committee becouse it was similar

0 chureh creeds. The second proposal, that of publiching o monthly mage-

&3

ine for the purpose of detscting and exposing corrupiion, was never

developed,l3

11 1pia., o58-261.

12 1piq., 263-2

15 Garrison and DeGroot, The Discinles of Christ, 152.



It was while the "Declaration and Address" was being published that
the other members of the Campbell family arrived in America. Thomas was
confronted with the problem of trying to explain to his family his new

" theology. When he had left Ireland two and a half years before, both he
and his son, Alexander, were good Seceder Presbyterians, Thomas did not
know that his son had also formed new ideas differing from those of the
Presbyterians.

Alexander, it will be remembered, had been left in charge of Rich
Hill Academy. He was only nineteen at the time, but he was very mature in
mind and in charascter., Though most of his education had been received at
home, it had been very thorough. He had mastered, smong other subjects,
Greek classics, French, English literature, and philosophy.

The Campbell family had planned to come to America in 1808, but their
ship was wrecked early in the voyage and they were forced to return to
Glasgow, Scotland. This proved to be an important year for Alexander, in
that he was able to carry on his general education at the University of
Glasgow and was brought in contact with men who were interested in reli-
glous reforms. These men were Greville Ewing and his associates, who were
in the Haldanes' training school for lay preachers in Glasgow. The Haldanes
and Bwing had for some time been interested in returning to the pure and
simple gospel and in restoring exact practices of the primitive churches.
Alexander Campbell and Ewing, through discussions and after reading books
of Glas and Saz:.:niaanualx.lh concluded that restoring the primitive pattern

would bring about more independence in local congregations, that laymen

14 01ag' and Sandemans' books emphasized the restoring of Primitive
Christianity. These men had left the church of Scotland in 1728, becsuse
they believed it was wrong for synods to fix and to enforce standards of
doctrine.
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would have a part in church government, and that emotional experiences sre
a0t necessary, 2s men is cspeble of understanding evidence supplied by the
Scriptures.15

These new conceptions began to strain Alexander’s relationg with the
Anti~burgher Seceder Presbyterisns. It was during the communion sesson
that the strain reached the breaking point. He had dome all the things

necessary Lo

[y

ceceive the token which certified onefs fitness to commune,
but when the time for the serviee came he deposited his token, without
partaking, and walked out. This amounted to leaving the Presbyterian Church.

Thus? when the father and son met in 1809, each soon found no need to |
worry about explsining to the other his new conceptions. They were together
on new ground, though each had reached his conclusions independently and by
different means. Thus, when Alexsnder read the "Declaration and Address.t
he readily gave hig spproval, as it embodied his own thoughts.

Thomns (ampbell s$ill desgired affiliation with s regulsr dénomination,
and wished to do so prefersbly with s Calvinist branch. In 1210 he applied
for admissioﬁ to the Presbyterian Synod of Pitteburgh., This wag not the
Seceder synod to which they had formeriy belonged, but a unit of the regu-
lar Fregbyterisng. The synod rejected his application on the interesting
ground that such an association would promote division instead of union.lG

At the regular semi-snnual meeting of the Christian Assoclation, May Y,
1811, those in attendsnee concluded that they had no choice but to consti-
tute themselves into o separste congregation. NWo lenger would they try to

yveform churches from within: now they must do it from without. The Wew

15 garrison and DeGroot, op. cit., 142,

totncacoean

16 1hia., 154,



32

Testament was to be their sole guidebook. Campbell expressed its import-
ance by saying, “The New Testament, as respects Christisn fzith and prae-
tice, is our only creed, form of discipline, snd the svowsl of the One
Foundation, our only bond of union.“lT

The new chureh was called Brugh Run Church. Its nsme was due to the
loeation of thelir first meeting-house in the Valley of Brush Rum, about twe
miles above the junction of the streams of Buffals COreek and Brush Run and
two miles southwest of West Middletown, Pennaylvania,

At this first meeting Thomas Campbell was chosen elder, four descons
were elected, and Alexender was licenged to presch, Seven months ldter
Alexander felt it was necessary for him to be ordained; he was therefore
ordained into the ministry on Wew Year's Dey, 1812,

Alexander soon took the lesderghip of the Christisn Asgociation, as
hig father moved from the Brush Run community in 1812, Thomas Campbell
lived in Canmbridge, Ohio, for awhile and then moved to Pittsburgh, Peunsyl-
venia. There he conducted 2 private school and preached to z suall group
which gathered for worship in hig classroom. Thig group later formed an

independent church,

The Brush Hun Church depsarted slmost at onece from earlier practices.

)

Ueekly observation of the Tord's Supper was begun zt the first Sundsy ser-—
vice., Although this usage had not yet caused = controversy between the
Canpbells and the Seceder Presbyterians, certsin members of the Srush Bun

Church had by thig time deecided that weekly Communion wag 2 primitive tas-

tom and therefore must be practilced.

17 pexsnder Campbell, "Address to the Public,” Ghristisa Baptist, IT
(sugust 2 1824), 93. Campbell regularly spelled “Christisn’ with a small

letter.
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Another departure was the adoption of immersion zs the sole form of
baptism. The practice, which today is an important item in the platform of
the Disciples of Christ, came gbout by common consent., Sprinklinzg had been
guestioned by some members of the group for some time; however, the
Campbells had remained indiffevent. When the Association took the motto
#ihere the Scriptures speak, we speak; where the Seriptures are silemt, we
are silent,V one memver believed that it would exclude infant bs ptlsm.lg
Richardson said that at the time the Christian Association applied for ad-
nission into the Pregbyterisun Synod of Plttqburgh Ya few wembers doubted,
and others denied, the walidity of infant baptism, though they all seemed

willing %o make this s matier of forbeqraﬁce.‘19 At the first service in

the Brush Bun Church three members who had not been baptized asked to be

)

2]

srsed: this Thomos Cempbell did. He did not, however, see a need for re-

L

bepbizing those who had previcusly been sprinkled; the matter of infant
bepticsm wag still unsettled. In o sermon on bapbtism, delivered June 11,
1811, Alexander sald, "As I am suve it ig mnscriptural to make this matter

o term of communion, I led it slip. I wigh %o think and let think on these

The subjeet resppesred when Alexsnder's first child was born, Mereh 13,

~

1812, After giving more time to the studying of the Bible, Alexander de-
cided that adult immersion was the only Seriptursl form of baptism, There-
apon Thomss and Alexander Campbell, their wives, and one of Thomss Campbell’s

daughters, after o simple confession of faith in Christ, were immersed by o

0]

1B .

Richardson, iemoirs of Alexander Cempbell, I, 238-239.
39 1ni4., 325.
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Baptist preacher, Elder Luce, in Buffalo Creek., Other members scon re-

[

guested lmmersion., Thus, 1% will be noted, i% had ialken some tinme for the
nembers of Brush Fun to conclude that immergion was the proper form of
baptism., Kven so, the purpose of baptism in the Disciples’ tne@ﬁogy had
not been fully developed.

This adoption of immersion guickly brought this refoerming group at
Brugh Iun closer to the Baptists. There were few Baptiste in this region,
but just east of them, along the NMonongahels River and in the valleys st

the western bage of the Allegheny mountains, there were many Boptists.

Their churches had Tormed themselves into the FRedstons Aseocistior
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Campbell had visited and presched in many of these Baptist chuvches,

well veceived:; and they were sager for the Brugh Tun Chureh %o Join thelr
associzstion. After discussing the matter, the Brush fun Church agreed, in
1813, to unite with the Zedstone Association, but only upon ceritain condi-
tions., These conditions were presented in s document which stated their
views in full, stressing their opposition to ecreeds and their iateation to
continue to preach sud tench those things which they found in the Scrip-

tiures 2L

Tex e

Their admisgion was certoinly su excepiionsl ease in the history of

')

the Baptists. The Redstone Association had formally adopted the Phila-
delphia Confession of 1742, to whiech the members of Brush Run would never
subscribe, as they were opposed to creeds. Had the meabers of 3rush Bun

been sdnitted individuvelly instead of ss a whole church, the process would

no dovbt have been different.

2l e nave only Cempbell's secomt, a3 the document hasg been lost.
Richardson, Memeirs of Alexonder Compbell, II, Mhl,
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It was only natursl that such on arransement would no% work. The Re-
formers remained reformers; thelr thoughts and practices wonld not harmonize
with the Baptists® idess and customs. The chief points of difference =%
the time of the uwnion in 18173 wore: =2

(1} Boptism upon o confession of fsith in Christ subtomst-
ically entitled the candidate to admission into the reformer's
chmrch, without any examination =s %o his conversion experience
and without a vote by the church.

{2) The Tord's Supper was observed weekly by the Reformers,
v ~ . z
while the Baptists generslly had communion Quﬂrﬁerly‘EJ

(3) The Reformers stressed o separation between the Christian
dispensation and the Mosaic, while the Baptists held %o both

(h) The Baptists believed the Reformers failed to make ensugh
netion between clergy and church members. (The Bﬂ§tl$t§,
welves, were regarded by cther denominations as having a

¢ arrangement in this respect.)

m 1—'<

]

Alexonder was ot this time developing two ideas which were soson to be
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ences, that of the naturs of faith, =ad the pur~
s N ali
pose and meaning of baptlsm.“L

During the year following the union of the Reformers and the Redgions

Association, Alexender devoted hig time to his farm and to visiting and

preaching in churches of the assoelation. He becanme a populsr prescher
among the Bapiists, belng careful, however, not %o press the unususl ideas

6f the Peformers in his sermong.

“2 Garrison and Defiroot, The Disciples of Christ, 162-16%; Trrett
Gates, BDorly Relation and Separstion of the Euptlsts and Disciples (Chicago:
The Christian Century Company, 1O04), 21-24,

23 Campbell favorsd open communion, but the people of Brush Run, at

this time, did not zgree with him: however, communion wae not withheld from
any Christian who wanted to partake. Richardson, op. cit., I, 453-l5h,
24 ,
Sse below, pages 40, 42,
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The Cross Creek (Baptist) Church became irritated in 1815 when mem=-
bers of the reformer group bullt 2 second church at Wellgburg, western

Virginia, near their territory. This church at Wellsbure consisted of former

Brush Bun members who had moved to the community. Since it was to be a

Baptist church, Alexander made a tour of the Bagt to solicit money from
well-to~-do Baptists for the purpose of building the 24if% PR

It soon became spparent that the Redstone Associztion vepented of their
agreement, Uhen in 1816 Thomas Campbell asked the Association for admission

o)

of his church in Pittsburgh, this application was rejected: this woaz due to

pe

the fact that the Pittsburgh chureh would not accept the Philadelphis Gon-

fegsion. By this tine the Redstone Asgociation had no desire to have an-

&3]

other reforming group within thelr organiszation. They d4id, however, give
- f v 26
Thomag Campbell a seat as an individasl.

In the following yesr, 1817, Thomss Campbell moved to Keniucky and

from then on hig 1ife beecame more obscure, so far sas Discliples® history is
concerned., ot aso Alexander. At the same meebing of the Redstone Associ-

sbion which had rejected Thomas Campbell's church, Alexsnder had delivered

L

his celebrated "Sermon on the Law.' Thsre had been o general demand oy
him to spesk: yet his name was not listed on the program., A% the last
minute one of the chosen speakers falled to appesr, aad he was called upon
to £fill the vacanCy.. He was well prepared for such an opportunity, his
speech thus Eeing by no means impromptu. This sermon contained Seriptural

teaching in reference to the Law and the Gospel snd wos a bold assault upon

the theology =ad the style of preaching used by the Baptistsaz? Althe

&
¥

2D Richardson, 9p. git., I, 469; Ven Kirk, op. cit., 98.
26

Garrison and Defroot, op. eit., 16Y,

27 micherdson, op. cit., I, 4TL.
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his address was approved by some, the majority of those who hesrd Alexsnder
were sanoyed and left the meeting susplcious of him,
The argunent presented in the "Sermon on the Law® was that the

Chrigtisn covenant wes not s continuation of the Jewish rezime: MhJTP the
0ld Testament had prepsred for and vprophesied the new covenant, it wag sn
entirely new thin "hen Christ csme the old lav wefe done away with,
their principles being ¢4ill in force and existing indepeadent of the new
laws. Therefore, the nature of Christisn institutions eannot be boased on
the 014 Pegtament.

The law of the Sabbath ha [‘c] nothing %o do with the obgervance
of the Tirst day of the week baptism esnnot be wnderstood by con-
sidering it as taking the place of circumcision; paying tlthes

arl keeping fasts are no part of 2 Chrisgtian’s duty: =2nd any al-
lisnce betwesn church and state, as in the old covenant of God
with the Hebrews, is alien %o the gpirit and the asture of
Christisnity.

=3
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& diie t attack upon the Baptists, who taught egual suthority in
both 014 snd Hew Covenants.,

Iuring the next few years Alexzander Campbell devoted most of his time
to mresching in churches whose members were advocates of the Reformstion:

Brugh Run and Pit‘ urgh in Pennsylvenis, Dambridge in Ohio, and TVheeling
in western Virginian. Occasionzlly he toured the territory of the FRedstone
Associstion and preached smong other Baptists., In 1818 he established
Buffalo Seminsry, s school for training boys for the ministry, and located
it upon his farm.

While Alexander had for some years been noted as a foreceful spesker,
in 1820 be won distinction zlso as & dsb@tex. Hig fivet debate wag with

John Walker, a Seceder Presbyterian minister of Mount Pleasant, Ohis. A

2 B - 0 s o x » T K
2 g, w, Garrison, An American Beligiousg Movement, 76-77.
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year preceding this

o

ebate, John Birch, » Baptist minister of the Bedstone

Agsocistion, had baptized a large nunber of adult converts, which rrompted

¥

=y

Walker te deliver a series of sermons defending infant baptism. 4 dispute
arose between the two men and Waller challenged Bireh, or anyone he might
select, %0 o debate on the issue of baptism. On looking over their number
Bireh and other Baptists realiged thet the youngzer Campbell should be their
candidate to meet the Presbyterisn's challenge.

The Baptists, as far as winmning the debate was concerned, could have
chogen uo better wmpn: but they did not foresee that Campbell would go be-
yond the guestion for discussion snd would present his ideas as to the ori-

gin of baptism. Here, of course, he would make clear his digssgreement with

In Walker's opening speech his main point of argument was that, "boptism
came in the room of eircumecision:; that the covensnt on whieh the Jewish
fhurch was built, snd to which circumeision ig the seal, is the same with
the covenant on which the Christian Church is bullt, and to which baptisnm
is the seal....® Campbell replied that ®they 4id not put baptism in the
room of circomcision, as they did not confine it to wmales only but extended
it to servants as well as children.' He repested his principsl peint of
the "Serumon on the Law®; baptism is'a new covensnt found in the New Testa~
mont law, Cowpbell cited from Greek lexicons 50 show that the word "bap-
pLzoin® weant "to dip.¥ Later in the debate, when Wsllker tried to show
hat infont baptise was a practice of the early church, Cam;bell reviewed
historical writers to show that there was no mention of ianfant baptism
wtil 150 years after the beginning of the Christian era., In Campbell's
closing remarks he said, "Go home and read your Bible: examine the testi-

monies of those holy orseles:; judge for yourselves, and do not [bé] implicit



followers of the elergy.“g9

[

lost of the Baptists believed Campbell hod won the debate, but they
were unhappy in the way he had handled the argument. His stressing of bap-

tism as a New Testoment covensnt served to aﬁtavow1¢e them even mora. Thie

[=F]

ebate snd ite publicstion ounly carried his reputation further.

Relations between the Reformers snd the Boptists had becomes ao strained

that Csmpbell and several other members of the Brush Bum Chureh expected
pxpulsion Lfyom the Fedstone Assoeistion. Sl Thay therefors withdrew from
Brugh Fun in August, 1823, 2nd hecame a part of the Wellsburg Chuvreh. Fhe

Hellsburg Chorch was immedistely invited %o join the newly organized

4

Baptist Association, which probably would be less strict thon the Bedstone
group head become. This new assoclation includsd churches in northesstern
Ohic. Ademson Bentley and 3idney Higdon, 31 prominent ministers withia the
orgenization, had previcusly visited Campbell and wers impressed with hiwm

o

and his views. It was theilr influence whiech hod esuged th
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favor the ides of restoring Primitive Christiasnity. The chureh ot Wellsburg
promptly mecepted the invitation to join the Maboning Associstion.
In Qctober of the same year, Compbell took part in a second debate.
The published version of the contest with Walker had included a challenge
to anyone who would like to continue the avgument. The Reverend W. L.

eCalle, o Presbyterisn of Augusta, Kentucky, answered the challenge, This

new debate was hsld at Lexington, Kentucky.

29 Richardson, lemoirs of Alexander Campbell, IT, 15-27; Garrison,
op. git., T7.

30 Byush Bun was not expelled in 1823, becasuse the Redstone Asscei-
ation felt the most disturbing elements had left the church. In 1827, how-
ever, it was excluded dlong with twelve other churches because they refused
%0 adhere to the Philadelphia Confession.

31 Sidney Rigdon joined the Mormon Church seven years later.
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In the MeCalls dsbate Campbell gave consideration to the design of
baptism, 3Boplism, as he saw i%, was for the removal of sin, not the orig-
inal sin but one's personal sing of which he h2d vepented. So why should
za infaant who had not sinned be baptized? He repested his belief that bap-
Wew Tesgtament covensnt by saying, "Beptism ig 2 ssersment o
the Hew Testonent, ordeined by Jewus Christ.® During the dsbate he gave

the purpose of bapitlsm as being for the "remission of sin?: however, he

Hefalla's argument was dasically the same as Walker's had been., To
him baptism was a countinusnce of the Jewish covenant: "o command of God by
Uoges and 2 command of God by Peul sre equally commands of Ged snd egually

a

entitled %o obedience.” Later in the debate he ucsed goms irrelevant points
which did not concerrn the question being debated, such as the jﬂuaér to
hepith which immersion might involve, especially in the winter,

fhen after the debate Tlder Vardemsn, one of the moderators for the
ocessian, and other outstending men of Lexington wanted to hear more aboub
Campbell's beliefs, he stayed o short time to discuss his views with them.
Campbell afterwards s2id, in regurd to this experience, that z week's debute

rth 2 year of preacming.Bj

=
)
w

In spite of experiences with assoclations and debsters, Alexander wasg
‘beginning to feel that things wers moving too slowly. He thersfore decided

%o publish & wmonthly megazine, to be celled the Christisn Baptist. The

~

cirst issue sppearsd Avgust 3, 1823, at Bethany, western Virginis. The

o

32 Baptism for the remission of sin received greater notice when Vslter
Scott included it as part of the plan of salvation. See below, page 46.

33 michardson, op. eit., IT, 51, 77-90.
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Christian Baptist

wag inmensely important in disseminsting My, Compbeli's views,

digl Bl

furnishing s rallying point for those who aceepted his ideas
of [the] reformation, precipiteting the separsiion frowm the
Baptists, =znd setting the p&tnerﬁwﬁf thought asmong his fol-
lowers for many yesrs thereafter .’

His ultinmste goal was to bring sbout the wnity of 211 Christisns., ¥He bo-
lieved this could be achieved by returning to the “Ancient Order of Things,?
which meant that denominational practices whieh had no scripdursl avthority
must be discarded.

»

Aecordingly, many poges of the Christion Bapbist were devoted {0 ez

posing errvors of Jdoctrines and practices and elaborating Ffurther on certain
portions of Campbell’s beliefs. 35 fie leuached an attack upon such ingti~
tutions as associations, synods, and presbyterieg; he denownced creeds, con~
fegsions, and church constitutions: and he ecriticized the CWer?v and mis-

[
sionary societies.o0 Campbell wag in faver of wmission work, but he dig-
liked the methods used by missionaries in carrying it on: they were nore
intersated in promoting thelir own denominstions than in what, to him, should
be their primary purpose, that of bringing the siuple gospel to the heathen,
He thought missionuries ghowld go smong them, dressing sund working ag the

natives did, znd then let thelr work and example speak for their religiaﬁ,B{

H , - » o~ . s s g
3 Garrison and DeGroot, The Disciples of Christ, 175.

35 Richardson, Wemoirs of Alexander Campbell, II, 50,

36 n 2 letber to M, J. Willas, 1837, eonceraing missionaries, Campbell
showed 2 change of mind. He now @awd that, if they Yare good works, they
belong to the church,” and that oll Chxlsfl ng should co~ﬂperate in raising
fundg for them. HMillennisl Harbinger, n.s. I {(June, 1837), 271-273. In
his later years he became sctive in the Christien Mlsslonary Soeiety 2ad
donated = considerable portion of his income to its ceuse. Richardgon,
op. cit., II, 658.

Z e . . i
3 "Remarks on Missionaries,® volume II (September 1, 1923), 13-17.



Chiureh institutions and the elergy eame in for the bulk of his eriti-
cign. %Too many winisters were interested in obdsining fixed sslaries and
worked for higher offices in order to have greater power. They used titlea
such as "Reverend,” “Doctor,” or "Bishop? in order to set themselves above

their brethren.3® The clergy had estsbliched dominion over the Bible by

alng themselves into sssociated bodies such ss couwncils, syu@ds, gen-
eral assewblies, assoccizstions, snd conferences. 39 Tor their improper auth-
ority the modern clergy wers indebted to those who had laid the foundation

by forwalating creeds; these creeds were bub humen opinions and cawvsed

and "Heszys on the Vork of the Holy Spirit in the Salvation of len," em-
bodied wost of his fundamental beliefs: immersion was the only Seriptural

. P s W
urpose was for the remission of sin:tl ehurch
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. For example, arbticles entitled "The Clergy.,¥ of which the
sared in volume I (Qctober 6, 1823}, 18.
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ity . .

= See, for exsmple, articles entitled "Zesseys on Teclesiasgtical char-
auter, Couwneils, Creeds, and Ssets,? of wazch the first appesrs in volume I
{April 5, 1824), B4-5I.

L See, for example, articles entitled "The Ancient Gogpel," of whieh
the Tirst sppears in volums V (August 6, 1827), UOL.
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be noted, were similar to those of Stone and the "Christians®): comsunion
should be obgerved weekly, because this had been 2 practice of the early
oy

disciples.

Compbell wrote but a few times in the Christisn Baptist on the topic

of the Trinity. In his essays he did not accept the detailed beliefs of

o

i.-

the orthodox Trinitarians; yet he held in general to the idea of the thres-—
in-one. OCampbell did not believe it was profitsble to go on ressoning
%, fearing further division if people continued their speculations.
It must be noted, however, that he definitely rejected the Arizn and the
Jniltarisn iéeas.hS ihus had Alexander Canpbell orrived st o concept of
the Trinity which vas strikingly similar to that of Stone.

During these years Campbell becsme widely known in Kentucky. He was

first noticed there in 1823 when he went to Lexington for the MeCalls de-

bate. Compbell returned to the state for a three months' tour in 1824, He
viglted many communities, covered o large part of Hentucky, and prezched

to great aundiences:; as a resuli, he extended his influence among the Bap-~
tists. YHaccoon® John Smith, o powerful Boptist minilster, was so ingpired
by Campbell's ideas that he not only put them inito prasctice in his own
church, but he also carried on evengslistic azectivities in other communi-
ties. At Georgetown, Campbell became acgusinted with Barton W, Stone.

hoy formed a warnm friendship, and from thet time until the wnion of the

Beformers snd the Christisng they corresponded. The circulation of the

Christian Beptist earried Campbell's reputation even farther.

h See, for example, articles entitled "A Restoration of Order of
Things," of which the first appears in Volume IIT (Augmst 1, 1825), 174,

U5 see his "The Trinitarisn System,® Tolume IV (May 7, 1827), 333.
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In the years following 1827, the Baptists become mors disturbed by

>

the increasing gelns made by the veforming element within their church.

The gaing were due not only to the widely read Christisn Baptist, but also

t0 the zealous work of men who had adopted the ides of the "incient Gos-—
pel.¥ Thig group included three men who were outstanding in Kentucky,
Bldey Verdeman, P. §. Pall, snd the aforementioned John Smith. Various
Baptist churches in Hashville, Tennessee, and in the eastern part of Vir-
ginia introduced the "Ancient Order.® TFor all these reasons the Baptists
vecane wary of the Heformers, an attitude which led o later $rouble.

In 1827 the churches in the Maohoning Association felt the néed to in-
creagse their membership: they therefore decided to send an evangelist to
work in the various loecalities. 4 certain ¥Walter Scott was selected for

thi

Gk

evangelistic work. He proved so successful that he ig ranked by some

2¢ & Founding Fatber of the Disciples of Christ.

£a

Zeott was born snd sducated in Scotland. In 1818 he came to the Unit

States snd became an assieioat instructor vo George Porrester, who conducted

& privete school at Pitisburgh, Qhio,. Forrester was o leader of & small
chureh whose menbers hod adopted "Primitive Christisnity® as they found it

beschingg of Sandeman and the Haldanes, wmeationed earlier in con~

ed

nection with Alexender Campbell's training, Alexsnder had met Scott in the

winter of 1821 and 1&22 and was wuch impressed with him. While Seott had

in 1827 given little thousght to the union of Christisns, an importent

Compbell objective, he was by this time deeply interested in promoting th

exact restoration of the primitive church, and he thus ssw no need for

ehayel @feedsnu6 It was, moreover, Scott who had suggzested the name

_*6 Garrison and DeGroot, The Diseiples of Christ, 182,




Christisn Beptist for Campbell's publication. Seott had slse contribuied

a geries of articles to the Christi=zm Baptist.

Ia 1826, having moved to Steubenville, Ohio, Scott wes invited to visit
aad preach at the snmual meeting of the Mzhoning Association. He was urged
to attend agein in 1827 =nd at this meeting was asked by the associasion to
be their svangelist. Scotitt acecepted-the appointment, even though he was
not at that time a member of the agsociation, not a Baptist, not a resident

of the district in which the lshoning Church was located, and not an or-

The assoclation gave Scott no definite instrustions: he could proclsim
the gospel in the woy which would be mogt effeetive for the eonversion of
ponen 4B o o N
sinners. The forece of his evangelistic appeal brought overvhelming pre-

sponge. Hundreds were couverted and new churches were organized. The total

menmbership of the churches in the Mahoning Assoeiation wore than doubled
during the first yesr of his preaching. Scoti's preaching was different

from that which had stirred the people of Kentucky snd Tennesges in the
firsth years of the century. He made no play upon emotions, but depended
rather on 2 rational zppeal to common sense and to the Seripturss 49 Tae

to Scottis great success, the Mchoning Asscciat

.'J

1 not only returned him to

the field the next year bub employed others to aid him. He continued evan-

gelistic work for some years after the uwnion of the Reformers and the

Christiansg.

g...m

a7 Richordson, Memoirs of Alexander Compbell, II, 174, 206 Garrisen
and DeGroot, op. cit. 186wIST

) . . :
8 Garrison snd DeGroot, op. ecit., 187.

h9 1pid., 188,
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Scott's most enduring contribution to the movement which led to the
Disciples of Christ was to systematize their formula for sslvation. The
points within the formuls had been previously developed by Campbell and
the Reformers, but no clear-cut arrangement had been made. Acecording to
the formula: one mast believe that Jesus ig the Christ, the Son of God:
one must vepent of his sing and resolve to sin no more and, after being
baptized for the remission of sin, he shall receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit and be granted eternsl 1ife .50

Within three years after Scott's appointment, the Mahoning Baptist
Associaztion had lost every Baptist characterigtic except its name 9L It
therefore resolved in a mesting held at Austintown, Ohie, to dissolve.
Although Campbell had g2id he had no desire to form an independent sect,
he did not stop the resolution. The group of churches which had composed
the Mahoning Association would continue to meet at stated intervals for
the purpose of worship snd to report the progress which had been made.

The three years following the digbanding of the Mahoning Association
were g period in which the Beformers and the Baptists gradually separated.
The separation took place within the organization, not simultaneously, but
over a period of months. In some cages the Reformers withdrew, but in
most incidents the associations excluded them,

The first exsmple of the Reformers being expelled had come prior to
the bresking up of the Mshoning Association, In 1827 the Redstone Assoei-
ation in Penngylvania had dismigsed thirteen churches, including Brush Run.

Thege chureches formed the new Washington Association, but were Baptist in

50 garrison and DeGroot, op. cit., 187-188: Richardson, op. cit., 206.

51 Garrison and DeGroot, op. cit., 191-192.
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name only. They were thus prepared to be among the first churehes of the
naw denomination, ”he Stillwater Association of Ohio promptly followed fhe
exsmple of the Mahoning Associstion by dissolving itself. The Baptists
within the Horth District Association of Kentucky, in order to get away
from the Smith-influenced reforming slements, withdrsw and formed s new
parely Baptist sssociation.

Befornming churches within the following associations, the Pranklin,

the Boouna's Lreek, the Tate's Creek, the ZBlkhora, the Bracken, the Union,
and the Campbell County Association (211 of Kentucky), snd the Appomattox

and the Dover Associations of Virginia, were expelled in 1830.92 Separa-
tion within other associations econtinued after this date.

Increasingly these groups of reformers found themselves recognized as
2 new depomination. Campbell, malking clear that he 4id not want to be

locked wpon 2s the foonder of a new religion, agreed with Seott in believ-
g HE

ing they showld call themeelves "Disciples.® Tetd his meny sectivities in
the cause gave outsiders the excuse to claim the very thing he wished %o

3 g
aveld, that he was founding & new sect,

Thus in 1830 Campbell found himself an influentisl figure in sn un-
organized movement embracing many churches of geversl states. He waz kept
bugy mnaking long tours for preaching, lecturing, =snd visiting the churchess

s

and with bandling sxtensive correspondence, editing o monthly magazine,

-

& publizhing business, operating s large farm, snd receiving

o

yisitors. With 211 of this he continued bis campaign for the restoration

of the primitive pattern. He had esased to denounce the socleties and

b2 Gates, Farly Relations snd Separation of Baptists and Disciples,
101.
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organizstions through which denominations worked. His interest had im-
perceptibly turned towsrd finding » poliecy which would bind the reforming
churches into 2 brotherhood to promote an effective operation.53

To help in esrrying out their plan, Campbell in 1830 replaced the

Christian Baptist with a new publication, the Millennisl Harbinger. The

aim of this new magazine was “"to restore the faith, ordinances, organiza-
tion, and terms of admission of the apostolic clrmrclrl.‘ﬁbr This could only
be done, according to Campbell, by looking directly to the teachings of
the Scriptures, In time questions arose concerning gelections of church
officials and the order of church service, for which no instructions could
be found in the Scriphtures. Campbell's angwers to these guestions were
that church officers should be elected and ordained by the local congrega-—
tion,55 and that the order of church worship snd the hour for worship were
to be left to the discretion of the congregation.56 He begen to encourage

co~operation among the churches, which would give them a bond of union .2l

The Millennial Harbinger proved to be the backbone of periodieal literature

for the Digciples until weekly journalism gained favor, a generation later.

Just two years after the virtually complete separation of the Disciples
and Baptists, one of the most important events in the Disciples' history
took place, their union with the Christians. This movement was brought

about by members of each group who, reslizing their gimilarities, desired

53 Garrison and DeGroot, The Disciples of Christ., 205-206.

Sk Thid., 206-207. Like the Christian Baptist, the Millennial
Harbinger was published at Bethany, westemn Virginia.

55 #19rder' in Church Government,” VI, extrs issue (October, 183%),

498,
56 won Ghurch Government,! II (June 6, 187%), 272-274.

91 ngo-operation of Churches,' IT (October 3, 1831), 436-UNT.
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to wnite. Though Campbell d4id net attend either of the itwo conferences
which resulted in the merger, he gave his spprovel to the aciion which was

BTy

tzken. The succeeding issues of the Millennial Harbinger supported the

mion. In 1834 and 1836 he toured the esstern states endeavoring to per-
suade those who had idess tending toward reformation to unite with the
newly organized church., Campbell was able to strengthen the cause in Rich-
mond, Baltimore, Philadelphia, snd in some sections of Wew Tork state, al-
though he had little or no success in New Tnelend.

From this time until Compbell’s death thirty vears later he continued
his campaign for the restoration of the ancient order, pertly through his
publications, bubt in greater part by hig extensive tours. He presched and
lectured during these years in many parts of the United States 2nd in the
British Isles. In this course of time and for sn wfsthomed reason, Campbell
seens to have been more interestsd in those phases of the movement which
he called "the Reformation' thsn in the development of the new church
itself. At lesst, such an emphogis cnsbled him $o resume an unssetarisn
pose.

dowever, Compbell varied hls pattern somewhat when he took part in s
debate with the Roman Catholic Bighop Purcell in 1837, I% was upon the
reguest of students and citizens of Cincinnati that Campbell consented to
a OGebate on his objeections to points within the Catholic Church. Once
again Campbell met the situation: not only were Protestant clergy in Cin-
cinnati greatly satisfied, bub they were afterwards less prejudiced againast
him.58 ‘

Campbell, seeing the need for training ministers to preach the

58 Richardseon, Memoirs of Alexsnder Cempbell, II, h??-hjig
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fprimitive gospel,” was responsible for securing & charier for Bethany
College in 1840. He not only furnished the land, but selected the faculty
and served as its first president. When the college opened, it had one
building snd an enrollment of a2 hundred students. By 1845 ministers were
being sent forth to give » new impulse to the primitive gospel.59

After W, K. Pendleton became associate editor of the Millennlsl
Horbinger in 1835, Campbell spent a great deal of %ime sway from Bethsmy.
In 1839 he toured some of the southern states, going to South Carolins,
Georgia, Louisiana, and Migsissippi. He found few Disciples zt this tinme
in these state 6“ Tarly in 1842 Campbell visited in Fentucky and Ohio,
where he found church membership increasing.el Later that year he visited

Baltimore, Philadelphis, sectiong of Wew Vork, =nd Lexington, Fentucky: in

. o
these places he Tound the cavse of the Reformation making progre s.éw

0n

re

n VIIri1ocus
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In 1847 Campbell toured the British Isles, meking speeches
cities. He was best received in Scotland, and two ministers in Rdinbursh
joined the Reformastion movement.63 After thig voyage Campbellts health
began to weaken, but in spite of his condition he continved to travel and
lecture afver his return. In 1850 Csmpbell was invited to spesk before
the national House of Fepresentativesg, and in the same year he vigited

Ohio and Indisna. In these two states he Yound that the Reformotion was

well esteblished.od

59 Ivia., 469, U85, 536.
€0 1pig., U50-U57 .
o1 1big., U92-L93.
Ibid., H97-498.

Ibid., 545-569.

Ihid., 515.



When slavery became a controversial issue, Campbell was careful in
the manner of expressing his anti-slavery beliefs; he fesred division within
the church such as had taken place in other denominations. In 1845 he
stated, "I have always been anti-gslavery, but never an abolitionist....
Christisns can never be reformers in sny system which uses violence, or
reconmends or expects it.“65 During the Civil War he stayed at Bethany,
making only short trips in which he addressed the public on religious
topics. Campbell became ill in Februsry, 1866, and died in March of the
gsane year, having reached the age of sevehtyveight. He had lived an ex-
tremely active 1ife and had been the salient figure in the organization of

the Disciples.

65 Richardson, Hemoirs of Alexander Campbell, II, 533,
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THE UNION OF THE DISCIPLTS AND THE CHRISTIANS

The Christians and Reformers had been sware of their meny similarities,
even before the separation of the latter group from the Baptists. While
Slexander Campbell was touring Keatucky in 182, he met Stone for the first
time. They then held in common two basie ideas, the need of returning to
the simple gospel found in the Bible, aznd the desire to unite all followers
of Christ. 3But Stone was at this moment busy in his controversy with the
Presbyterians sbout the topics of the Trinity and the stonement. Watural-
ly this diverted his attention from possible union.

By the year 1828 there were those who openly asked why the Christians
and Dizeiples 41d not unite. Some time later Stone, speaking for the

former, made hig answer in the columns of the Christian Messenger. While

stating o definite desire for such a movement, he pointed out the differ-
ences between the two groups. The Disciples, he gaid, objected to allow-
ing the unimmersed to commune and to have fellowship with them; further-
more, the fact that each group would be reluctant to relinquish its name
would make a union difficult., OCampbell replied %o Stone's remarks by say-
ing that Stone was in advsnce placing the blame for the failure of s union
en the Disciples, As to the nsme "Christisn,” he believed it was a fine
one; still, he sazid, it is easy to sssume a good name, bub hard to desesrve

1t_1 This retort, of course, did not make combination any easier.

1 Alexander ampbell, YReply on Union Commumion, and the Name
Christian," Millennial Harbinger, I1 (September 5, 1831), 385-393, In this
article Campbell cites a previous article written by Stone, "Union.,”
Christian Messenger.
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When one analyzes the likenesses and differences of the Christians
and the Disciples, it is obvious that they were sgreed in many respects,

but that their differences were greater than those Stone mentioned. They

were alike in the following ways:2

(1) "Both held the union of a1l Christisns ag one of their
dofinite objectives.

{2) ¥Both held that Christ slone was the object of faith,
rejected creeds, 23 tests of fellowship, snd insisted upon liberty
of opinion on all matbters of doctrine that were not wnmigtskably
revezaled.

{3) Both Pagreed that Christ died for 211...211 who mizht
believe on him and be saved.! Thus they rejected the Culvinistic
doctrine of a Plimited atonement.ﬂ3

(%) Both agreed, with some reservations, "upon the nature
of faith and the sbility of sinful man to believe the evidence
about Christ without personal assistance from the Holy Spirit.¥
However, Stone's early evangelistic work had led bim to talke

xception to this belief,

(5) Both believed that immersion was the proper form of
baptism and held thet beptism was for the remission of sing.

{6} Both opposed sn unscriptursl and sectarisn neme for the
church. Stone snd his party preferred the name "Christisns' and
argued that the nsme was given to the Disciples at Antioch by
divine sppointment. Campbell and the Reformers preferred the
name "Diseciplee® becauge it was more distinctive.

Their differences were:

{1} The Christisns bad not mnde immersion a condition for
church membership as had the Disciples. While it was considered
s mabter of individusl opiniocn, most of the Christiang had been
immersed. By 1830 Stone was beginning to feel that his group
wog inconsistent when they presched boptism by immersion for the
remission of sins and then admitted persons into the church
without i%.

2 This anslysis is based upon that of Garrigon snd DeCGroot, The
Diseiples of Christ, 208-212.

s

3 1 nave been wnable to discover the process by which Campbell came
to accept this ides,
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(2) The Christians believed in a more careful selection of
ministers., They favored some sort of conference to consist of
bishops and elders for examining the csndidates to make sure
doctrines contrary to the gospel would not be preached. There
is no evidence thzt such a system was ever put into practice, but
it shows that the Christisng held s higher conception of the
office of the ministry than did the Disciples, 2nd had less fear
of clerical dominstion. These ideas were of course contrary to
those of the Disciples, indeed were almost sbhorrent to them.

{3) The Christizns and the Disciples differed in their

mathod of winning converis. The Disciples had made 1little effort

to evangelize until Scott was selected by the Mahoning Associ-

ation in 1827 to be their evengelist., Scott appealed not to the

emotions but rather to the rational intellect in winning sinners

to accept Christ. The Christisne had used the Methodist type of

revival from their beginning. Thongh their revivels had become

more refined, they still placed stress on evangelism of an emo-

tional type.

(4) The Disciples observed the Lord's Supper weekly, while

the Christians observed it less frequently. 3By 1830, however,

Stone had decided that weekly communion had been a practice of

the early church. The Christians proecticed open communion, while

the Disciples still held to close communion. However, Campbell

had for some time by 1830 believed in the desirability of open

commnion.

Kany of the Chrietians snd the Disciples thus began to feel that their
likenesses outweighed their differences. There was a growing desire, es~
pecislly in Kentucky, for the two groups to unite. This feeling resulted
in two four-day conferences, held at Georgetowm and Lexington, respectively,
in which both groups were represented, At the first meeting, beginning
Christmas Doy, 1831, the central figures were John Smith, representing the
Diseiples, and John T, Johngon, representing the Christians. The second
mneeting, which begen January 1, 1832, found Stone the chief spokesman for
the Christisng, while the Disciples were agsin represented by Smith.

Since the sentiments of the conferences favored union, the second meect-
ing resulted in s merger of the Christisans and Digseciples. There were no

central authorities through which this union might be made, because both

groups believed in a local government. It was decided, therefore, that
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the congregations of each community must themselves
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neme was adopted; therefore the two nsmes Christisn and Disciples hove
K » » L3 ‘
since been used 1nterchangeably.Lr
The Lexington conference decided upon various methods for promoting

the wnion. There was to bs

o

free exchange of ministers and o collnboration

in evangelistic work, while the -

*O

ublications of ezch group would be token

over in the intersst of 2ll, Two men were selected %o work smong the
churches, John Smith, & former Disciple, and John Rogers, formerly a
Christian. These two men were to work as & tesm to held joint meetings of

the Disciples and Christisns urging them to unite. Religious journals

gupported the union, Stone's Christisn Megsenger, Campbell's Willennial

Horbinger, and Yalter Scott's Tvongelist being the strongest voices. The
differences bhetwsen the Christisng and the Disciples gradually faded The

Chiristisne cessged to adwit the unimmerszed membership to the church znd

adopted the Disciples' method of eva

ventually
accepted the practice of open communion

The process of confirming the union went on steadily. Wearly all the
former “Christian® churches in southwestern Ohio, Kentucky, and Tennessee
Jjoined the movement immedistely In fact, the "Christian' group as 2

gseparate religious body soon ceased to exist: some of the followers of the

D

;.40

seiples were more hesitant, hovever, o few evenitually withdrawing en-

tirely.5

M ppe iPisciples of Chrigth hod become the usunl name by 1910, largely
as a matter of custom and usage, however: in a letier to me dated November
22, 1950, W. B. Gorrison wrote, "I think one would gesrch in vain for the
time and place when and where the Disciples of Christ ever chose that name
or any cther ag their 'officizl name'."

5 > ] -
2 Garrison and DeGroot, The Disciples of Christ, 215.
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By the end of their first decade, the new denomination, whether called
Disciples or Christians, had grown in church membership and had expsnded
geographically.

The ten years of initisl growth within the original srea was the re-
sult of an intensive campaign made to win new converts. At the seme time,
the expsnsion into new sress was dve chiefly to the actions of individusls
who on their own initistive moved into new territory and estsblished
churches. By 1900 the Disciples numbered 1,120,000 in the United States,6

with churches also in Great Britsin and her Dominions.

Thus has been traced the origin and early history of the denomination
known aa the Discipleg of Christ., 3Beginning in the western United States
during the firet of the nineteenth century, it had two places of origin,
gince it included two religious groups.

The first of these groups, the Christisns, begsn in Kentucky about
1801. The frontier environment of that time encoursged churches of wvarious
denoninstions to meet together in large revivals., It was these events which
firet influenced Barton W, Stone %o develop his ides of Christian wnity.
Later the preaching of Stone end his associates conflicted with the doe-
trineg of the Presbyterian church. Their differences led to a sepzration,
and the new group took the name Christisnsg. They, then, begsn to sdvocste
the belief that doctrines prevented Christian unity and that the Bible alone
should be their guide. Stone's ministerisl asssoclates left the movement,

but he continued steadfast and the Christisng grew in number.

Garrison and DeGroot, op. cit., LO2.

macom—
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A few years later there developed in Pennsylvania, Ohio, and westemn
Tirginia a group who were first known as Reformers snd later sg Disciples.
The Campbells, Thomzs and Alexander, were the central figures. Thomse
Campbell ceme into this semi-frontier region in 1807 and Alexander followed
in 1809. By the time of Alexander's arrival esch had developed the idea
of the wnlty of &1l Christians and had left the Seceder Presbyterian Church.
Their theologlcesl speculation led them first into s Baptist association,
and s few years later coused their dsparture.

By the time the Heformers left the Baptists the two groups, Christians
and Disecipless, had reslized their similarities and the desirability of
wion. The union which came in 1832 climaxed these two snti-denominationsal

novements, and resulted in the establishment of 2 new denomination.
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