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city. 

his family 1 oadeil. into the wagon. ed heacled West to a neu frontier. But 

exist. The farmer r.m;st noi:1 b,H content to live on his farm anrl Ergp.ly 

s.c:ienti:tie .methods of fal:'ming. 

at their dispos:ru.. With these facts in. mind it seems only fitting that 

news t.J'l'i ti:nP>. r~ -- -- o 



J.glriou.1~ nenzs is a detailed-!' 1U1'bic,,sed.1 timczyt pi.ibl.ic 
l"eport of s,%1,ything pertalning to agriculture or count-ey lifa 
th:at is 12ntA!'EH~ti$1g" V1;tlua'blei or ilnport.z:mt to a irombcr o:f· 
pe1"$0ll.G. 

An effort :ls. made in th.is the$1s to (l) ~how the correlation 'between. 

t:rdtd.~ in nevm writh1€ all« actual JourXJ2J,istie ou.tpttt.i (2) to d:ete~ 

'mine the perceu.to.g<,') ot coUJ11ty agentB' and voeat:1orml. aig:rtem.ture teachers 

in Oklshoma. 't4ho llatt.e had jo~iam i:n high school or e0llege, ~ (:;) 

·to d.etemin.e it c.out~ agents. ad vocational agriculture teaclters feel 

that )hey ued more ~'lrtS tfl"ittng tr;9,ining: to perform. th&ir dU.t.7 tlf>l'Q 

ailequ.atel7,. 

!his atudy is based prime_.rll.y ·en int'o~t.ion :received f'ro!il a qu.e!*

tio».Mire malled to the Tl :wli.1te2 Oklahoma. e-OUnty ag¢nta and 295 1.irhit• 

v-0aational. agriculture teachers· .. 

i 
j 

·i.ltton A .. Ora.Wit"ol'd and Oharles. lll.,. :Rogers, tt:!t$rie~tm.:a1 Journa.1,sm. ff 
p .. 31 .. 

20n1,.. tmite county ~~en.ts and vooa:tio.12at e,grieu:ttu:re t-eaehers were 
considered in this stui'cy' beea:ui,1.Q maey of the perce.nta.~es. within are bas.ea. 
on oa.tt.>r1al furnished the local editor by the ~ont or teacher.. Poasibl,y 
~cilored ag.ents El3ld. t~el.*s would be h~ea:pped in releasil;\g n&ws. to · 
·~ locw. press 'heca:a:se the editt1rs are dominantly whit'e.. · 
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'fb.e wite:1;.~ w-ishes to e,:2press his ap;p%"ee1.ation to the w.ttiY -county 

~en.ts and vocational e.grieultuwe te~.ers in Oklahoma who ~c th.is 

s~Ufl¥ poscsible .. 

~B is, .a,i;pl"e$$ed also- to ClaroJl .BtU."llett wltl Hiss Eisie 

Shoemaker, jotll'1Wllism staff n1ombor.s at qklahoms. A. &. U ... O.Ollege. for 

their a$r;;iat~,e beyond the- c::ell of ·d:uty .. 

~his &tnq mai.~$: the H:£.inis11 to :f':ou j'tial!'s of college :fo.r the 

author.. ·ltt$ wishes tu ,1.akee this opporttm.ity to tba..'1.k his u-t:fe .Sl)d son, 

for their 107alty and steadtaatn~s.s duri~ ~~ moments of uncert9;int;r .. 

It is .hoped that th.ii $t'tlily n.'tfJl/ be 0£ value to those pro.mot!~ a 

groat. 11$ed,can emse-the deval.opmel.lt. and up:plication of a b.ette~ s.gri ... 

cultur~. 
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Primary :P'lll"l?oses of this survey sna study as previously mentioned 

are (l) to show the eo:rrela.tion lJetw&en training in netts writin.1 ,9,:x1d 

actu!al ,jouri11t.J...istio output, (2) to determine the pe1"'cent~6e of cotu1tf 

age:a:ts and voea:\ioml agriC'!J.l turc teachGl:'~ . in Okle11aiJ11;1 who ha:-1/c h.1d 

,journalism in high school ,01· college, in1d. (J) to cletermine i:f county 

&g~mts and voeational agricu.l tu.:re teaehers feel that they need more 

n~l'tt'l writing training to pe:rf orr:i their Job edeqttat·ely. 

Seeond~y pu,r:posos of the study a.re (l) to iletorrtlno the percents,~e 

of cou.nty ~,gents and vocaitionat. agriculture teachers w:ritirl.g a weekly 

eolIDID:1 for the loeal pa;per., (2) the poreentage writ.ing a monthly column 

f.or the local paper" (3) the ,estimat.e,t a:ve:rage o:f :n.ews stories 1-1ritten 

each month by county agents and. vocational B,e-t£ietil tnre teachers in 

Oklahoma, (1+) to 1:tetermine whieh is more e:f';f'eeti''lre in. gettJng stories 

in the pape.:r, verbal o:r written info.rmation given to ed.itors, (5) the 

WJllbor of eou.~ty agents and vocational agricmtru·e teachers indici,ting 

that they would bee i::taterested in attend.ing a short course for 1:1.grfoul

tttral news w:riting, (6) the average le?4:,'>'th 0£ ser-vice o.f Oklaho:r::ia county

agents elld V()C1:c\tiona.J. ag.ri.ettl tu.re teacheni.. a:nd if le~gth of servic,e 

has any beal'i:ng on the num1Jerr of news stories :relea,,sed en;ch rnonth, (?) 

the. college o:t-Ul'!.iversity from which each was graduated a11d. (5) the yet!¢ 

in which each wa$ grad11at.ed. 



have se:ratclie<l. their heads on.cl asked thcmt:Hnves, 11J'ust .how does the 

with them • 

. Few agents real:i ze the inrportance 0£ telling the :people 
eibottt thci.r work through the columns of the local. po;per. The 
most successful county agents realize this to some extent, but 
it is wonde:red liow lll.{)..ny co1.mty ag(n1t.i s-pencl. as llliHJh time on 8, 

news article a;s they wouJ.d on a lecture to be giVt?:n to an aucl ... 
ience of some 200 :people. Virt\l;,.1lly thousa;no.s will read the 
article.. !!."here is no doubt in the w:riter''s mind tho.i.t more 

l 



people ar:e. reaehe<l 'by t11.e press tha.'l'l a.ny othGr way and it 
ue-ms tha.t '!.rsr more es.n. be reached and influ.enee.d if the 
agent invc"l VCd realizc<l. tho i~ol"tD.J'tee of gh~ing hi$, l"E!Sd
el"S fltOlllSthing of real edu.cs.tio:nel trt1lt1.e. Th~ po;pel"' is the 
best rnc<Uum b;r which the c.01mt:y egent CBJJ: arlv(f:rtise a d.tilI';on
atration. l 

:No si&gle eleme:o.t in t™=' couty or c.o:mmunity--n.one at 
all-is the.refo1·e so essential to wiiu::.ing ~nd l10Hl.i:ng pu.bl:ic 
good will as, the, loeal press. llo ou.tside publioa.tion. re
gu::rdle.ss of o:1:t-cul~:.tion, Jlitttliber· of 1:)at;oe, or beau.tJr of 
appe~m1ee,, ee.n match it in th$ thortm.gbness of reading or 
.:h1. int'ltten.ce concer-tdng local r:,r·•3"tileus and peQ:pl<h :B0cta1.Se 
printed impressions a.re received. -thruiteh thi:!I e1e,1, they $!.re 
rota.inod lo~~ the:i1. thos.e !'eoed.vea. throuf~i. ell.Qi toey media .• 
Yt}ur 1ne111eage is not mtsaed,. as in thf) case of' radio~ it thf;\ 
prospeeri; is: n.:it at a pertiatu.J._r :place at ,:::i.. pa...~.im.1.lr..r t:une. 
Stoz-ies ue no-t lost if' in,ter:::u:ptions oceu.r~ E$.t:h eoJ/Y -of· 
tho i:wer1:"E1'e p.::rp0r· ite. l'Ett:~t1. 1:;y t,-;o to fiye perBcn:s. 2 

l;,; ,.. Tl"1, •tltll•~ ,. • "" t. ~r 1· ;:; "'f;'.:v+: 1· · r.1emes w A .>\io.Y~le, · ';i,.ue wonn,a:t..>at1 ve ..ii(dl:tcg, 1.0.nal. 1. r&: Ul'!_ 0-1.. , ~ ep,s ,0111 

Jletho1ls in Oklah:omp,, u :p ~ Zl::t... ·· · · · ; · · 

21». ;tipse.omb, flGrassroQts .Publip . .Re1a.tio~s f'or 4£;rip.ult~e,., 'ff· p. 67. 



voca:tfonal ~ricultu.re teaeber, probably are interested largely in th$ 

rural popul~tion.. Though rural people may have 8, wide variety of' 

interests. they a;r-,e. united in a closely woven grm1:p. In many cases 

their life is a l-0nely one and netts about their neighbors is welcomed..! 

Wri ti.ng about agrieul ture d.aals with the f'arms, their 
operation and ma.nagement. with rural e.nd community 11:f'e, "11th 
the fa.rm home .. People on farms include about one-third of 
our popula.tion.. Count thos.e who live in the rural c.o:mmunity 
centers and in the smaller cities--~"Ticult'Ul"al capitals for 
surrounding farm. rag1on$--and who are directly dependent 1r9on 
farming, and perhaps half our popUlation has direct contact 
with agrieul ture .• 

So not only l'!;re the farmer Olld his family inter~sted in 
any writing which relates to things agricultural or .ru.1~a1, but 
al.Jnost as vitally, th& host of $!1erehrult,s and 'bankers of' t,own 
and eity end all tho:iso everywhere W'ho haYEl to do with the hand ... 
ling of agrieultural prodttets as they move: from the farms to 
the u1 ti.mate C·O~l''B. Besides all these. in the cities are 
many men and women. c,ou.n.tr1 ::reared, '!riho ret8in an active inter
est in rtU'al affairs and agrictlltural :prol>leas • .3 

how 01" news ,mting 'b.eeaus:e editors a.t"e alwa;ys looking for news o:f local 

O·ombine the agricultu:ral knowledge of the a.ient e...nd teacher with thee 

editor's machinery, and. tlw result i11.1 nsually a th.riving agricultural 

County 0.gricul tu:ra.1 't!Orkers., s.oil .eonservati on ·speeialist.s. 
home d.emons.t:ration agents, and club leaciers h'?.Ve fottnd th~tt one 
of the lllQst JJOtent aids in roeol1itrg their constituents with the 

. '1 .,. W. Decblan, lku'ey R. O"Erien, and l3lai.r Converse. "'feohnici:'11 
Jo~ism, H p.. 9. 



:mate:dal which they 11ish to er;r.r,haslzae is the writing of articles 
for the :p.9pers t;Jf their coimt:ies, 'both daily and weekly, and 
contr.ibuting an. occasiontal ~Jrt:i.cle to the f<'ll""ill e..nd other m~ga,.. 
sines. 

More thB.n one county a.gent will t0£tify that one of the 
bu.g-11ears of his jol, hae been the "!'ctritint:: of these articles. 
Often feeling h:Ll)1self m1(ft1.eJJ.fied, he has 10ft this very im
portant ,101~k to his secretar-J or the local reporter or editor. 
On the oth,:,,r hflnGl, the. county agent who has been f'o:rtunrite e
IH,u,gh to have hatd. a. cour~e in eigric1.1ltm·el "ll'itint: 11hile in 
colle~e declares that it has r.nade easy Bnd. mueh more e.ff ecti ve 
the t€&sk of hendlin::,; the :publicity of his office. 

In .recent years the o;evelopment of vocc&i'Ji.o!k'il teaching of 
agricul tiu~e, home e<!'onomics., 0,11.d. industry has opened. tt:P ~,iioth.er 
:tielel. f o:r college t:;'rtid:n,ates and another o:p:portu.ni ty to ir.d. te. 
The teacher of vocf'":t.lo:nsJ. agrieuJ.. tu.re, for exru2t1Jle. is freq11.er1t
ly called upon to wri ta tarm nev,s or> concluct a de:paxtment in a 
local weekly or cfail;y peJJSl'. \i;he sane is true of the te;;:.e:her of 
vooat :tonal home economics. 

~e writing consists first o:t 'news dealing t:iith the voca.
t.ional work, the student :pi-oJects. t11e speci~J. nic'.ht claases. 
and wo.rk ,tlth ail.ults. Often, too,. it i.ncludes hlformu.tio~"1'l 
writiIJg about cttrrent :pro1:ilem.s of the commu.nity fe;rt11a and homes. 
The vocation.:'ll teacher who llo.s had some J01.1rnal isn1 treJ;ning is 
likely tr., find that he or she is the only member of a high ::ichool 
staff who has hfi,il rfuoh trainin.1~ In that event th.e irocational 
teacher me,yhe called u:pon to i11·:tte other school news eJ:ld. to 
$trpervisc s¢ho1.,1 pul)licetions. 

You do 11ot h::rve to h.FAV(:: 011. 01:::pel"'t, ho,n:nrer, to w:ri i:;{:l an 
a.cco1;table news .secoun.t. And you do not hs,ve to be one in 
order to .tfo it :yo1.1.rself if' fil.110. uhen :n:.ee.sssa:ry. t';hat your :pa;per 
W4bl.llts: are tlw f'.ae·ts.--just pl1c1in unva:rnish,ed. :f .,:J,eto set down in ..... 
the order of their relc,tlvi:ii il~1:iortance .-'c 



~he men1be:tg .o:f' the staff of the 1;1ee1dy p@J_Qer, ullether they 
munbor one or tlu:-e~ or four, work in r:n1ch ·t;he same way ,ls the 
sta£:t' of the" city '1~1ey e .. re £ ewer in :n.v.ra1Je:i:.~, ot co11rs0, 
@d do a i:s:reator variety of t,as.ks than the merribors of the citw 
staff• a,.;.-1d tho;y need. the 11volu.:nteo:r11 liel:pers vha off er their 
services in eve:e:y comr.;nmity. 

5 

Udi tors of c01:u1.tl'y weeklies cle:i?onlL llpon 1.oct1l co:cre~"}?onQents 
who li~;-e in the vexious commtmi tics t,ith.i.n the circ1t1ntion :field 
of the 1m1)1ico..t:ion. These correspo:nclents a.re the reporters of 
the MJ!J?ett::i.ngs in their loe~ity~. :rh.0 wise ed.itor trains these 
1~eport,erg to wri ta (iJ:OOd. ttEn:rs Cfff;i/ a:t1rl to :recognize ne,·rn BG it 
11~1:pens. · 

Cou:nty agents are usually locfi,'ted. in a county seat tow:!), iJhich een-

Virtually every inc1.e!)O:Utlent. odi tor except the .rzw.~e 
<;!;Kt .. retnist is f1.u:uio;ment1?J..ly pro-agri~1,l tm·e, whether he n~ 
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agre~ with your orga'.itizr:\tion in oll of its positionu o-.r not. 
Liko. the fe..rmer, he is at heart a free enter:Priaer" Like the 
fa:r-mer la'l$Os he is 'U.F,>"i.l.."'J.ly both c.~pitn.list £md wo:rkr,tii?.n,...-a. 
self-r.el$.ant tia;fro;ral ebz111.1)ion of p:r'ivt,:te initia:tive in 1ius:i.nes:s
an intense and articulate o:92onont of ena.roa.chmont 011 I)ersonal 
11fe and freedom by big government, b4'; 1l'l.l.Siness.. or '!:rig la'bor. 
. ~n your first tall;: with the editor, afu,,it fr~.uw..ly that you 
h.p.ve e-mue to him. both becm12e of the importance of his paper 
to your go~s, and hecau.se of his ability as an ind.i vid:ual 
to tell you how to do the 'best 1,ossi1Jle jo'b.. Yott t1ill find 
that h..e wants to 1)e friendly, and you 1'10¥ be su.rprised at how 
nn.1ch me?e honeat .... to ... goo1.lnesn loc.al agricul t1.1.ral news 2J1d il+
te:i:pretattion he 1:mnts tha.:i1 he has baon got ti~*? 

i\fost editors nre willil1.i; to cooperate with :persons who wish to 

li tew il'illi:l1 pa11or ed.itoJ;>s gave sugges:tions for the :imp:rov!i!
ment in FJPJ\ prea.:a relr1:tiont·;,. A. common critict:om was that too 
little :F'.11'.A ma:t~ial we,s reoeiveet in their, offices. One erlito? 
saicl that his relations with the FFA w~re flof 'the ploa!i!a..u.test., 
but the reporters eleoted al~e Qf ten boyc with no 1,enl1 toward 
writing or :pu'blictt;r,. n 1:te $1l{~eted that some dif.fe:i.~eti.t method 
of selecting reporters for ]']'A chapters: shoulcl be ad.opted. »t,n 
higl'.l. schools: r:Jhere tharo is a ,journalisLJ, department~ its head 
might help.ft 

An or.igimw. suggest.ion. was that l?lJ'A memners might undertake 
exper.ience and opinion survew-s ;amot1g fa.rme;r>s in the4'" communities 
on U.rnely :fcr-aiing :prv.c-ticos.. IIIn doing this they coult\ 1lecome-



semi .... (ffl.llu11 11olls, with greate;e co:n.s.trnctive :possibilities. 
If they develop@i:l a®}?ta13ility :for S'\.tch 1rrork, farr11 papern 
might cooperate with them in :pla,nn.i:ng r1ruch surveys or p-0lls 
with mu:'lru£ll resnl ts . »8 

In 192~24 the Off iee of Ooope:rative. Extension Wo:rk in tl:l.e 
United. States Depa,:rtment of A;;rie1tl tu.re ntade. f oUl' surveys in 
Cl1lopel"atio:ll ,'fifu fo'W'.' ~tates, obtainiPi:'$ 3t9.54 records. fhes,e 
s'lll"V~Jf'S. t're~e tiroken in co'I.Ulties which hahli !i..eit eo'ttu.ty .:.1{sents a:tx 
to ·terr. years. each and in s:cin1e c1:,,ses 2J.so h0121e dlE}nwnstrat1oxt and 
elu'h agents.. '.Eh.e: ;p'ttt'"gose of the s11.rv~ys, ttecord:ing to ;o:r.. c. :B. 
Smith, c1d.e.f of the Office ot Coo:,pcrative :tnxte:nsio:n Work in. the 
U:nited, States .Departm(}:nt of' Jigl"i.et1J.tu:.l"e, who 1~~ol"ted tl1e re
su:t.ts in a p~e.r presented to the America11 Association of .Ag,Ti
ou.ltu:ral CO:llege Ec1:itors ~ was t.o determine to 1:rhat e.:i~ent farm
ers were 11ei~; influenced. to change their :practicez and,. s-0 far 
.as· practicable, t1.bat method was rcspo:r1sible for such cho..ng-e. 
Sevent;r ... ffflll? pel' cont of the 31954 f,,,,rms surveyed h,B:d ti1rw.e .~ 
&'.1,Verar..;e of :3 )i c~~Jes each. Chiuiges. in 63 per eent o:t the cases 
were traced back to so-called, '*propa-g;o.nda methods, 11 t1hfoh iltt1-
olnde :meetings. news service. bulletins, exhibits, i:,;mr1 ci:rculer 
1.etter&; i:n 4'4> per cent to demonstrations; in 41 per cent to 
1i1eeting,s; in 21 po:r cent to bul.letin.s and news; in 10 per c~nt 
to fa:rm visits; in 5 par c.g:nt to off:tc(") calls. 

iiQur survey shows us,11 eor11mented. Dr. Smith. "that the ste,te 
that ae.eo:mp.~iea U!.e ilemo11stratfon with 1,lenty of )?Uhlic5. ty 
:reaches. nore fexn1'!l $,llil get.s more }'Jl':-lCtiees changed than 1:1}1e:re 
publieity is weak. Demon:1rtra:tionn 2,nd pul"ilicity nm.st go hand 
in ~d. . :B11llet~'l:1s ·. njd news seem to 'be about eqttally valt1:t'oble, 
s.o x ar ~ts records go. 

8,Ch:cvlea E. P..01,~ers., nne·porti:n.~; '.Il'fA ~i'at{S* n p. lOh, .. 

9orawfortl ranc.1 Rogers, O·p • .. cJ..t., p. 1+7. 



~ Letter and Qaestionnaira-:, 

<mA'l?ffJ! 1:1. 

PROOlirotm]l 

!?he qaestim:mait"e wh1ell was mai_led to 372 ~ettlt'l.ll'al leaders 

:in 0-ldahoma wa;s- &eC<Olll!)aniad by a let.te.r of explanation -and a ee:lt-

8. 

An at.ter:q;>t ·wat; ~ 1n \he le-ttar to explain that all inforMt1on 

ga:th~ from th~ Q'.11$-S'.t:.i.:ol'UlBi.?'S would be held; conf.id,mtial... lt was 

:feared tha,t s-ome leaders mi_ght *•fiu!gc&0 on some of the que~tiona if they 

though\ the material. might eventually reaeh their e:mplo;rers.. 'l'he-

t·l.'l"i ter 1dJi111.e-s: to point out here tm:it individual inf ormgtion has or will 

:et0t be disott.s.sed. Only sn overall aru.il;rsi.a appea:rs in this study. 

~0.r -six and ~even 0021tai.ned two parts each Md the remaining ques

i:tons ,fl"ould 'be answe:2'ed s.imply by circling y-es or no, or by filling in 

' 
ally the aallle. 

i 

Most, qaestiom."k~res- hav0 f21r too .man;v- que:stions. After 
t.wo p~es o-f qµ.es:tions t f'at:l,gu.e sets in and an.swel"s beeome less 
valid... !he qu-esti-ollfi3 of a questionnaire should not be phrase.ti 
-so tha-t they are merely underatoodi they must 1Je designed so 
tl:1.at they eann:ot be miatm.derstood. -



J3:r1efly stated. t11e steps in. conducting a surv-ey tts·i;og 
tho fU:l,est1onnai:te intervi~w method e.,re aa follows; 

l.. Sta..tement ·Of Purpose-,.State earefilly the question 
or ques:tiona '-'Vl-ich the survey l_n:te.nds t.o answer. 

2.. In:te.rview Design-...-lnve-stigate the possible advsnt
~· of l'ecegi,iging natural Q0uping of the interview subjects 
to that conf.lras.ttag tHb:ts of data :111a3 be coq;;ared. 

3, S~le Sele.ct.ion-,...;If it is not pos$ible to interView 
.each member of t'h'S gwi:m;p under $tud.;r, a :plan must be d0visoo. 
to select ~ 'lll1)ll'.Uler group of subjects to serve· as a sample· of 
the l1hole. 

4... Question Fo:nn,..-Dseide on tlle phT$:ieal form. which th.e 
quaestiou ~e to take .. 

5.. Ph.r8,Se @ml Pr$test Q)a.es.tiona ... -Ca,refully tn.--ite the. 
oueations a;na. conduct a trial l"tm of intet'Views to determine 
ft the obJeet!vt$ .of th.a j,nv0stigaticm ($te-p l) ~ b~irag 
Nal.1zed •. 

6, I,a'h:erviel:Jing-... Seleo.t. tl"ain and supe1"Vise the inter
viewers .• 

?. ~izi~'labulate data and draw m::inelusion.s. 2 

Ol."diml.:ril;r the queati.oaa asked in ~..u interview are 
~ranged in one of the follo'ld:ng fo.rma: . (a} dichotomous 
(yes-no), {b} mu.'l:.ti:ple cl,oioe (eaf~teriaJ. or (¢:) open-end. 
(f'.r~e a».at'1e-J') • · ·· 

!he d.ieb.otomou.s form :measmros the 11&ith.er ... i;n•lf tyi;e of 
response . wh.i..eh, i:w:rha.ps unwisely, d.omin.ates much of ou::r . 
thinking 9n issues, public ,or otherwiae. If iecsues ap1,ear 
to. oo •two-;iralued., *' rather than. 11mtUti,-valued,," the d.ieho
tom01,1.a to:rm is the popular choiee •. 

;n open.end questioning,. the .2.-.cspondent answers. the 
question. in his o'i'Jll words without co:af'ront.ing t-0 a liat of 
sti1m at ions .• 3 

After the qu.esti.on.na:1~ had been revised several times it wa; 

dheebd l1y m.elllbors oi the Oklahoma A. & M. CollegE:l joumaJ.iSl'll de-

t1sl'.e suggested and, lllade... t'llb.en what t1as considerecl a wol"kable quee,ti()llo,, 

Mire had been achieved i.t was t$sted. on n.ot les~ t,ha,n fiv0 faculty me:m;. 

~ph. 0, •. lfaf'~ige-r and Marcus M. Wilson. ttJo~,ism Resesqn." 
1?• 177. 

'leid., pp. 68, ($. 
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A copy ot the mimeogwa:pltetl ~.1,1estio:nn&,ire mailed to 77 Oklahoma. 
~otm.ty ,$-gents $,!l.d 295 1tocatio1::18J. .::,i_,;;r5,cn.1J. ttir.o tes,chera. 
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I am Ei,t tenrptin£t to firul whether jou:r.nruiru:n trainirl€!; ma:te:riilllY 
aids s1~rictiltural worltel'e in their respective fitild.s. Hl'tlelO$ed is 
a questio1ma.ire v,rhfoh will llel·p e21.i::n1lel" this qu.estion and serve Us 
a# be.sis. fo.r 3:;1y nitSite.r-ls t11o-@.is •. 

l re,nize that ;you m,re h-o.cy this ti:ne of ye!?$• t:tui:t with this 
t.boui?,ht in 1nilld., l have made thl;;! questio~.ire as short as possible. 

1)1eas1;; m,Bl'k pJ.l qttei.:rtions correctly for non.e of the 8,nswers 
will lead to V'Cn.u"' enbarrasi::ane-a.t, since l'.l,o 1w..m$a will a;ppe2r in -~he 
ii:o.itl ane,ly-sis • 

.I u:t·ge yon to :tetu.rn tl1t1 questionnaire in tl1e enclosed envelope, 
as soon &B pi'.Hlsiblo, i"inee the, wcv.dy t:ill 'De i:nccnplcto without 
your anewersr. 

Chet Frazier 
G1•;.J:.d11.ate Stutl.ex;.t 
.De-partment of J1u'blice,tio:i1s 
Oklshon:i:a A. & 11'.. College 
Stillwid:.0r-. Oklr:home . 

A C.OJ)Y of tho mlm0o;g,'l'o;ph0d lett.er :Dlt:dlect with the q,:u.ostfo:imc:tire 
to 77 01';:lahoma oottnt;v agents ;(,U'lli 295 vocatiotll:11 u.;Ticu.lture toachers. 



lnf ornm,tion 1•ecei ved from 74 of the 7l white <;'Ounty a.gen.ts in 

Oklahoma shoi1ed thttt 79 .. 8 pel" cent (59 a.gents} had 112.d no jol1l'mli;sm 

12 

in hi~1'1 ~cliool; 16.,2 per cent (12 a«ents) had had ,jo'Ul'nelism in hi~ 

s,chool,, an-d four :pe!' cent ( t~ee a.gents) f aJ.1,ed to ~nswer tb.e qµ.es\ioa .. 

no:t ans1r1e:r the craestion. Hours of journ&:1i5l! rGca:ived in eollcgo re,~ed 
' 

i':r-0m: eight hottri to 'ilO ho'l.U's. 

Rewal. ta s.heiwed that 19. 2 per eent (1Li, iaf,>euts) of the 2:gents had ,had 

:no jo,a,nal1$n1 in college; 55 .6 :pelt' cent (41 agents) ha.d had two lioura of 

JOU%'!11llism in college; l(i .. 2 (12 agents) three hours: 2 .. ? per ee:nt ( two 

~l'l,ts) fotU" ho1J1<s; 1,.4 per ecnt (one agent) five, h0:ul's; 1.4 :per cent 

(o~e agent} six l1ot'U'S; 1,.L} per cont (ol'l.G &.gen.ti eight l'lo'ti..r-9, and 2.7 
' .•' 

t~om 90 domi to one, and the m.unber' of verbal stol'ies released t-0 edi-

lt is signitic.mt to note that though the a'V'e~ nuntber of stories 

:l'elA~8scd verbally was greatol" than tv-ritton st-0ries (10.J to 9,,62), 64.B 
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per c-ent (48 ~en.ts) of the c-0uty agents felt that wr!ttan infol'mati.ott 

1,as uore important in getting stori-eij in the local p~er. 

Only :,1.1 per eent c2, ~e:nts) felt that verbal in£~l"1W;tion was 

!l.O.l"& ~~I°tallt.: 2. '7 pOI" Celt\ (two agent-s) f'elt that written a;nr:l VOrbal. 

btfoma.tion w~ e~aJ.. ~id l.,4- :per eent (on~ a;.gent) gave no answer. 

ilf:e~kl.:1' eol'Ulim.S w~ written b;y 48.6 pe-r (tent ()? egent:a) of the ?4 

e:ounty agents who: returne:d 0J1estio:ana-ire$. J'ifty per cent (,37 a.~ent&) ()f 

the age•t:s did ~ot \\rite a w:erekly eo1'!l.1'.!n\ and 1..4 per oent (one agemt.) 

dld. l:l.ot 8J:1sller the q\lt}ation. 

·Onl_y fou...r per <:lent (th:ree agents) 0£. the ag~nt:s wrote a mcnth17 col1lllm 

for, the 10:0al pn;per; 71 .. 6 per een:t (SJ ~nt$) did not- write a. monthly 

eol1ll!llt., and 24·,.l.J, 1'¥&r csnt (18 a,,gen-t,s) failed to a1tswer the qttestion. 

'fhe short eourse ref erred t,o in the ~es-t:ionna:ire i·s in great de,.. 

ma:nd il!B indierted by 77. 2: per cent (57 .£1.,gents} who sa.id thE)y .would be 

1ntere13ted in attending; 20 • .1 :pe:r C'ent (15 agents) showed that they 

wauld not be interested in s.tte:rtding the short course on agricultural 

news writing., qd 2., 7 per c,ent ( two ~gents) did not answer the q_uestion. 

Jou.rllaliSlll tr-aini»g .showed no bearing on the number of news stories 

w.ri tt.ell each month.. One agent indict;i,t.ed that he had had eight hours of 

eolle~e j~:ism, yet he wrote only !:l.ll average of !our stories each 

moJ+th u eom;pared with .s.n agent with no jour-l'!..al.ism training 1n either 

high. s:ehool or c-0llege vrho rel~as:ed an aver~e of 25 stories ~¢,eh mo.nth. 

Zength cf semc.e. too, sh-owed no mar-keel bearing on th.e nttfl\ber ot 

news:1, stories t~itt~ f o:r the lcee,l :press each month:. The agent 111ith the 

gz,-es:test length of service., 27 7ears, releasod an 2.verage of l.O stories 

per month as c:omr;nll'ed t1ith an. 8.50nt with 1.25 yee:ra of se-l'viee who ga.Ye 





1.5 

agent} wer'e s;raduated fr.om the Univflrsity of .Arkenisas, Fayetteville, a;rul 

1.4 pe:r cent (01'.1:e "¥~ent) dirl not g:i:\s,dua.te. 

The il11portane-e of news w:ritinit training to the count3r agent b em

:ph,,t-Siii:':ed by the 85,2 :pe:r ce.nt (63 age:nts) of the t\~ents recommending that 

a .student preparing :tor county agent or voclttfona.l agricul ttcte t::rork 

te.ke more than two hours of news m.-iting trt:J,iming. 
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TA13LE. ?. ... , .. J?erce.nt age Oourn;t~ .Age.nt s l nt ereshid in .Attending a 
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~LE 1e_Peri:1e:r.l~e Gouty Age»:bs ?t$aomma,ndbig fhai a Stv.dei:it 
Prep~i~ tor OotUltY Ag~n\ or Voo.:~,tiona.l 

~r:t~ tu.re Work !ake More !ban 
ho :!o'Ul's ll~ws iri ting _ 

(i)l ·tt tt. t t t tl()HHf t t ttzctH t t tt ll)l)HH J n t t,4()H Hll H t50tUO Ht 16QtH I Htt ·f'70' t t Utt- s tf30' UiTtH t t 010-0, 
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l1swl tia from .lSO o:l the 295 w'.ld te- •vx>ca-tionaJ. ~,riaultmto tet;_:eJler-.s 

in Ok'iuli~ Mm.sted tbtit. 5}1...1 per cent (164 ~cl.tors) ~ had. :nt) J~_; 

11a troitd.~ 1n: hig}i schoo-l: :,,.. 9 pox ee-nt (s.evon teoehtlll"r.t) had Md 

.i~ian tl!'@ining in. hitt,h t'>eb.001. -~ five 12cr O$nt. (nine t~'1:Citerlit) 

fail~ to ~wt t.he qJ,tQStlon .. 

f.hir\1'.,.f o'llii' and f ou:r-tatl:zg per eont ( 62 teeeh~:rs.,) show~d that tliezt 

hail hnd :no ~1o'lll'Iit,'\1 lsm tr{-1ini~ iTi oolloif,1,>e1 1.,1 ?.1el" cant (two taaclt-ors) 

l"C--ee.i~d. O:M h.mu.- ereclit; 52""Z :p~r e~.n.t (9h tee.cl'ltlr~) fAfo ho-4:rs; 6,.7 · 

;~r oont (1a te-aoh~t) th:r&& hff.l.n's: 3-9 ]}~r e-e.rit .( t~ffQl'l tco~ersl fiO'fJZ 

(tvo te?-eh«,rg) fz.iled to tt11swer t~ q,.1~$tion,. 

Ok"~!ffla. voe2.tional ~ioul~ teat:tl1ers had an -r.we1:eg~ o-f' 1.40 hev& 

f'or thQ loo.ial p~~ :e~ :month :.md; ~e,;.ve ver1i1.il inf~t1on oo.ch nonth 

tor an ~vtari·~ af 2.9 eto:r1es.. However • .So- pell" <ren:t (le'S teaebe~ijl felt 

that ,aitten intr,rriia.t.ion \ta-s !!lo:re i.ntluJll:i.titll 1tt it'(!'tt!ne :natorlk\l 1n ·tllet 
' 

PB!)itr; ;:,., !J,er ~~t (61 t~;;;che:ra} felt t,tw,t verlml inf'omatiOZ! g!vt>n 

tti- ,edtto;ri!;: -~ mel"e ffifltt(Jnti;,.J.; f1vo p~ cont (ru.aw t-0a;chQ-l"s) git~ M 

«naw@-• ®4 1.1 -ptl)r caat (tw tea,dle,,~) felt ~t 1Ritten mid Vel"Dal ln

t~~t:lcn ~re e~ .. 

1Jighty...fivo )?'B~ eent (15) teacl\$1'~) tlitl not vrito a. ,wser,."cy ct!'ltL'i$ 

:f$t" t.k-e- loeQl JJ~),er; lL 7 per ec.nt. (21 t.e,~,chm;os) ~1T'Ot9 a ~ldy eoltlM,, 

~ .3.:, pfJ?' cH:tnt {ab: te:'.lehera) g,:tvo no BlmWQcr.. l! 1.1<>-:ntl'ity col'.'DJW. was 



~itten by 12 .. , per e~nt (2:, teachers); '82.l per cent (1'4,9 t.~ael1e1:"s) 

i\.:.td. not tl'l'i te a monthly column, a:i.d. £1 ve pe:r aent (nine teachers) a.id 

1.1 n0r ,, ee.nt ( tuo tea.ch('il"SJ from 

l.l pe:r cent {two tm.\l..cl-te:rs) from 

.6 pel;" cent (one tsachor) fro1.1 



:,pre1$ent :posit:l.011£1, one fo.r 0igbt yea:rs. 0:1.0 S:.~o'Z: two y<oF11,P.a. 

£0:r ti:10 an.tl OT!J't-l:1(?,lf "3'fN)S1d. 

:i'h.e stufiy showed. th,~t the te&.che:rs with trow. on.ts to five years of 

$e;r":,rics rele0.,eed more 11.ri ttcn :stor:ie.s than. vei•beJ. stowiEls. lfhose teach ... 

ers; ;;,1th ovi:tr five ye1:.:),rs of service slt:tcken<Jd on the 11t®iher of t;ritten 

l'l;ltor·ies 'l:l".:tt ;i;·eleaserl; 111ore verbal stories.. ~his iad:iea:t.e~ th0,t those 

teacllers: ldth from one to f.ive ;rea,rs seniee ·01slievod stro~er i:n the 

w~ittel'l materia.1 thliUl vsr'bal matewieJ... Jt is po.ssible, how~ver, that 

the loo~l cciLitor 11:ev-er bothers to call them for. ve~ba1 info:itru.,'Sitio11.$ 1:12Jr

$.ng written in:f o:.rmation com:-cittl.sory. 

college. 

The .t\iet tha.t more v-er·o11l storiElS were :rclE.11?,te6. Bft.e:1: a teHchel' h.sd 

uon ,:i.eq::1:v::1,inted 

tho eclitor 
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!CA:B:tE l2_¢ollege Journalism Cre4i1is Received by Oklaho~ . 
Vooat101ru Agricitl tu.re Teachers · 
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i.A'.Bt.E lLL-,Pex-centage e:nd lfumber of Stories Released 
Ve:rbally Each Month by Oklahoma Vocational 

Agrieulture Teachers 
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!ADLE 16J~roentage Voea:Uonai ~ieul tttre feachete reeling 
· that Wri it.en o:r V:erbl'!l :t1i!ormation Mol.'e Influentiat - -

in ~tting Sto:ti.e;a in th& Local :Paper 
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T.AJ.,I,E 17....J?eicen.tage Vocatiooo,l Agriculture Teachers 
ln.terested. in. Attenr1i~ £1, Short Course 

011 ,.\gricul tu.ral !~ows '1·f:ri tin,g 
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'TA.1'1'.Llll 18_:F'o'?:l'centei_ge of Vooat :tonal ,Agr:1:cu.1 tu.re 
Teacheri:i Greitu.at:i.~1 from Ok:laho:r.1a. 

A. & M,. Oolleg;E'l 
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1920 
1921 
1922 
1923 
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19?5 
1926 
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1930 
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~19'.31~ 
't{ 1935 
:S, 1936 
, 193'? 
· 1938 

JH.•1a/c{'1 ' : .,,/··, ~ 

191:i,i 
19l~2 
194) 
1944 
1945 
1947 
1948 
191~ 
1950 
0 .ilTS. 

f.AllLE 19_Year in 'Which Vocs,tionE.1 .Agr'icu:l ture 
· ~eechera Were Grad11at~d and the 

Parcent~~I'.) G:raih:tc1;ting 
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!liJ\.:BiiE 20Js:tcH·;nte.:2:e Vcea.tion.'?l Agric:u.lt.11:r·e Te0,cllers Reoomrnuriti:l:'.{~ 
Tha,t ,z, Stu.0.011t Pre:,::a:riti.;;; fer Octinty ~\r;e11t or 

Voc,,.t:loY:t"l1 i',r;:dcu.1turc Woi~k Take More 
fh..em Two .E:ou.re 1Ie11s WX'iti~ 
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cru~~ER r 

MlSOELLANEOUS COMM:ritffi'.'S 

l'n the questioll1'laire upon t1hich this study is llased man,- of the 

county o.gen:t·s and vocational agriculture te,Mhers ma.de remarks,. ~. 

no place i'or them was p.:rovided. Tl:J.e. \i':"iter :f"ecls that many- of the comments 

r-eeeived f.rom: age.nt.s a.nd teachers ere wort~ o! :mention and pertineat 

t.o this atudy. 

One agent remarked. that the number of hcuxa 0£ news writing tra.in

!.ng ae.eded by county ti6ents and voeatioxml agricnl ture teachers depends 

l:arg-ely upon t:h.e locality vh.ere they e;re. i1orking. 1tT11is depends on the 

locality where he i$ working. In my :pres.ant locality a ·r.e:p-orta1"' comes 

by the office. eveT)'--..dq f o.r sto:l'ies because they want to write their 

own stori¢s.. in another county that i i11.orked in a :few yeus e.&,'O X had 

to taite all the stOl'ies !or the paper. tt he explained. .• 

It.A two-hour course giving the :fundamentals .should be sufficient. 

12h.e rest "..roul<l d~pend upon the :ind.ividu.al''s interest in. news t:.rriting or 

in: his ability to knott a good story when it happens. i'he eou.nty agontts 

of'fiee in Norman is writing fout' radio :programs a. week for loeal use," 

all agent commented in regard to the amount 0£ joUl"l'l.f',.).ism training needea 

by c01.11tty 8{.-ents and vocational agri~1tu.re teacher\l,. 

Xn oottn.eetion tdth the i?lifluence of written or verbal illformatlon 

in the local :rn;;per. one 84:en:t ii\ll'otet 0 we happen to get more stories in 

ihis: eou.nt.y by verbal inf o:rmation 'beeaus.e the reporter rew:rites all 

atories. (}ne other newspaper in. the oounty requires w:rtitten stories." 



near two h.t)'lll"s. ht I: studiell a 1ot of jot1.rnalism :tn :!Unglisl't, eapeciel.17 

.ll - ,., --·· 1 I . una.er Barry .t\.. .Q:,··»rien.. · .. think catm.ty a.gents neecl rnor~ jOUl"nalism, 

result,. n 

ffltea.son £or no vea-b&l st.or!e'$ is that this county htl.~ oni:T weekly papen 

whieh have no reporters •. ill stories publi.shed 111Ust b,e furnished the 

]>ap~:r in 'lfllfi.1}t~n form. n 

lzt ie significant to note tha.t Of'.B:r.fo:n is used as a reference 
tu1te extensively- in Chapta;r l. of this study. 



news wrlting. n 

"Refresh.el' courses t101'2,ltl help more. n ra. vccati.onal ~i.gr.ienltuxal 

teacher "believed when he diiln•t recommend mo:r(1! than two }101:n-s newt wr;i;t ... 

a.grfon:1 tut-al work. 

1mother 11oc2.tional agrict1lt1:u·e teacher- e:i::plain;ed his 'lrnlief in this 

manner: "11e rai~t,ht n~:,ed more than two hcrur,1 of jou:r.nal ism, but lf he 

to t1l"ite stories. !:f' the 

,1onrse is te.utt:ht rifJht yon coulo. ·w:rit,e 'hotter stories for the }Jq)@r which 

w:oul(l ii@ a grer;i,t help in. yotw rmrk. i1l1ey sho1tld teach the bo,s ic r; teps 

for writing s torics. '!'hey shott.ld. t:cy tu expl12J.n what news itGmrJ should 

look 1.ike .• 11 

11 Jo,1n1alism. ig H. wonder:f:'nl t.hing to t::?:.ke if 11ro:pe1•1y tm1ght, nut in 

the cc,u.rse I took it we..snlt ·uorthwhile. 11 a. tec:,cher seJ.tl • 

. A vor:y interested. teacher e:'l'.)xesse<l his :l;'eeli:n,gs this w·ay: u I think 

,1e need. more ,jotrenalism in our a.gricttltu.ral cotu,ses--speeial eou.rses if 

yo.u please • Talk to :Dr. 1en!!.ett and get them started .• 11 
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