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PREFACE

To assocliate Hawthorne with the emancipation of won zen night

4

w‘:

seem Lo be a contra di tion to those wi el

Fd

10 0 narily think of the

fedw

ant in the intense

"]

author as not having been an active particl

¥

-

reforns of his day. Aside from his brief assoecilation with Brook

’"‘J

farm, the reform movements influenced him very 1little. Along
with such reform movements as temperance, abolition of slavery,
and advoecacy of peace, the woman's rights movement flourished,
Thera was 318 3 raf movenent whi did not my IOm—-
There vas indeed no reform meovement which did not concern won

an, and Hawthorne had his own ideas about woman's emancipation.

Inglish writers and speakers have had in arousing American
vomen to definite action in working for their rights, Chapter
IT presents some of the great American wonmen vwho have laid the
foundations for the privileges vhich women enjoy today
Chapters III and IV deal with the women whon Hawthorne was

associated with intinately, casually, and observingly. In

and friends on hisg attitude toward the expansion of woman's
world., In Chapters V and VI I have tried to show Hawthorne's
feninist ideas as portrayed through his hercines and the sig-

1

hisg interest in feminisn.
In relating the Voman's Rights Movement to Hawthorne, I
have surveyesd the movement and its ideas., Its importance to

this study consists in its having come to Hawthorne's notice.
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This thesis stresses that Hawthorne did not care for the intel-

lectually-ninded woman. Those women who were not content to

ey

stay within thelr sphere wvere exposed in his published works
as well as in his 1etters and notebooks.

My thanks are due to my major professor, Dr, Cecil B
Williams, for his sound and patient counsel, his helpful crit-
icism, and kind interest given me in the preparation of this

thesis and in all matters pertaining to my work. I am part

et

3

ularly indebted to him for the use of his copy of Eninent Yonen

of the Age. Thanks and appreciation are also due to the library

staff for many considerations and courtesies.
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Chapter I
STATUS OF WOMEN PRIOR TO HAUTHORNE'S TIME
One of the writers of advanced views concerning woman's .

rights toward the latter part of the eighteenth century was

Charles Brockden Browm, His articles were in the form of unigue

dialogues, meking woman speak as the mouthpiece of current opin-
ion about the status of her sex. The woman in the following
case was asked il she vere a Federalis Her answer was:

that! ask a woman, shallow and inexperienced, 2as all
yomen are known to be, esneclally vith regard to these
topics, her opinion on any palltlcal guestion! What
in the name of decenecy have we to do uith politics?
If you enquire the price of this riband, or at wvhat
shop I ruruqaged that set of china, I may answer you,
. e e ese things, you know, belonb to the woman's
proviqce. We are surrounded by men and politlczu“s.
You must observe that they consider themselves in an
elenont congenial to their sex and station., The

da r;ngnQSb of’fGA;Te curiosity is well knownj; yet

it is ﬁﬂlaom sn adventurous as to hﬁtonﬁt to pene-
trate into the mysteries of government,l

his excerpt from the essay on "The Rights of VWomen" by

Charles Brockden Brown gives a clear statement, perhaps repre-

]

o

sentative of the prevailing opinions about women and their

oy
(o Mend

¥ ]
L%

tus previous to the nineteonth century. VWomen vere more elagant

viien they confined thengelwves to the tea-table and their work-

bagsj they were to grace the home by being seen and not heard,

1 Charles Brockden Brown, IThe Rights of Yomen, as quoted
in Cln~£on J. Furness, The lenfeel Female, D. 241,
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and ceriainly their sphere did not include thoughts of female
s

education, separate property rights in maryviage, voting privi-

leges, and employment outgide the home. Fortitude in women was

not encouraged; it was expected that they should be loyal and

A o N S L3 de ] - A ~
endents of men, whosa task was to assume responsi-

bilities in business affalirs. American law, however, towards
the middle of the nineteenth century showed many changes in

the nrovisions of woman's rights.

Viewing the status of wvomen in England and in America uy

L3

to the beginning of the Woman's Rights Movement, one can see

o

dis

I3

tinet gaine towvard the emancipation of the female sex., The

A

pioneer women spoke loudly of many things which are taken for

granted now, and they meintained

%

y silence conecerning many things

%,

§!

A

which are discussed freely today. Perhaps the spirit of the

&,

American woman can be felt in these few lincs spoken by an "un-

genteel female" wvho bobbed her hair in spite of violent pro-

tests, Her utterance was published in An American Girl over

50 years ago.

seen coming to it for a long time, and this
15, when a heir-pin golt cerosswise and spoiled
le lecture for me, I thought things had cone
isis. How you lkmnow that I'1l do anything to
please you that is not a saerifice of principle, but
this hair takes too much of my time--it shackles ne,
abridges ny freedom, and I must be freej; so cone off
it mustl2

English Baclkground

In Bngland husbands represented not only hmusbands, but

2 Clifton J., Furness, Ihe Genteel Female, pp. x1ii-iii.
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houses, lands, positions in society, and financial backingj; a
woman's entire life was decided by the husband she selected,
Within the boundery of the home and the family, of the society
and commmity in which they lived, she found her satisfactions.,

Tt was the established tradition that'Emglishfgiils were
to be taught 1u51c, araW1ng, Brﬁ%c“,'énd fine sowing. Since
thelr goals were to be good wives and nothers, fhe eﬁ?hasis in
their training was placed in cquipping them for the sphere
vhich they were to occupy.

From John Stuart Mill we learn of the legal position, not
the actual treatment, of women in Bngland up to his day.3 WUives
were just as much bondservants of their husbands, as far as
‘legal obligations go, as slaves were slaves, They made a vov
of obedience to them st the altar, and were held to it all
through 1ife “j law. FHowever brutal a hushband a woman had, she
was his and by law their children were his children. He alone
had any legal rights over them. If she should leave her husband,
she could take nothing with her, neither her children nor any-
thing vhich was rightfully her own. If he so desired, he could
compel her to return by law or by physical force. 4 court de-
cree vhich granted legal separstion was given at such an ex-
pense tihat it vas nearly lmpossible to'anyane out of the higher
renks. One ecannoi generally draw the conclusion %hat 2ll hus-
bands were thls cruel, Surely those who took advantage of the

laws were exceptional cases which kept the laws in effect.

3 John Stuart Mill, Ihe Subiection of Women, pp. e Py 2 12 3
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Since custom is a rut which unthinking people fall into,
women gonerally accepted the rule of men as the natural thing.
But)there vero some in ?n lqu who refused to accept the stereo-

-

1ition which had besn in wvogue for centuries.

r

tpru tra
It was at the close of the ssventeenth century in Bngland
that the literary cirecles created the agitation on the questions
of the proper position of women,® This seemed to be the Tripe
time for this important guestion to weigh upon the minds of the
public, for Amme and Mary, and even earlier Elizabeth, had been

ruling ﬁlecﬁu"*JOUGR important in the political world!l Mary

EEEY

Astell's esgsay in "Delence of the
cated to Princess Anne. In 1t ¥rs, Astell pointed out that
there vas no such thing as male and Temale souls.5 uurmly 1f

S

God gave woman the nowsr of intellsct, he intended for her to

use it in giving part of her time and care to improving her

mind as well as her body

iison and Steele were trying to improve vomen's conditio

fo2e

12

[0
i

through the mediun of their written work vhich appeared in their

)3

Spectator and Tatler papers. Their comnments revealed the shal-

low socizl and intellectual 1life of most of the women of their
tine,
In the latter part of the seventeenth century there ap-

peared tuo books addressed to women. They were The Ladies




Calling (1673), and The Lady's Hey Year's Gift: or Advice o a

Daushter (1688}, by the Marquis of Halifax.’ These books were

concerned with the improvements of f@quine life.

It was not exactly lady-like to urge the right to vobte, to eclamor

for education in the same brenches of lxovwiedge as men, or to

cmen T e e F e " _n PO P e Tve (1 e s
Soex eﬂylaymeﬁb in QI‘Ofe JOQS ang OCCHQ&thﬁJ WALC 080G Dosild

That a2 woman would protest her condition rather

v

than accept it was certainly crossing the boundary of her sphere,
Hary YUollstonecrafty however, in 1790 threw dowm her chal-
ariges "I dnsist that not only the virtues but the knovledge
the two sexes should be the same, in noture IT not in degree.
For this and other statesments Horace ¥Walpole called her a "'hy-
ena in petticoats.t™
Hary Wollstoneeraft addresses "reasonable men" when she

SAaYS,

2l to their u10”TSLaﬂﬁlﬂgS§ and, as a fellow
e, claim, in the name of ny sex, some interest
r x,

hearts. I ecntreat them to agsist to cmanci-
heir companion, bto make her a helwmeslt for them.

Would men but generously snap our chains, and be con-
tent with rational fﬁlTOIqH*p instead of slavish obe=-
dience, thoy would find us more observeut daughters,
more affectlonate sisters, more faithful wives, nore
reasonable mothers--in a word, betier citizens. e
should then love *hem with trivo afiectian, becas

we should lzarn to respect surselvesy and the nbucc
of nmind of a worth ] man would not be 1ntV$ruﬁteﬂ by

7 Ibid., 7. 16.

r

5 Fary Foulke Morrisson, "Preliminory Agitation," in
Victory, ». O.
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the idle vanity of his wife. . . .7
She thrust the problem of the position of women upon the pub-
lic; Hary VWollstonecraft's personal history no doubt affected
her views on the position of women. Since she was forced by
circumstances to earn her own living, it was easy to becone

aroused about the injustices of law. Biperiencing the drav-

backs of a social and economic world which made no provision

-

her indignation and led her to

2

5

for the independent woman Fired
speak openly for her sex. Mary VWollstoneeraft was the piosneer
of the YWoman's Rights MHovement. 10 Despite the fact that other

vriters were concerned about the position of women, she kept a

»».4

tenacious hold on the cause regardless of the reproach she had

to suffer,

.7
§

Mary VWollstonecraft's book, Rights of HWoman (1792}, moried

o

the beginning of 2 movenment vhich has not turned back since her
day.1l She had the personal encouragensnt of Catherine Hacaulay

e

bters on Bducation (1790), esrned from a contri-

ot

wvho, in her Le

butor to the Gentleman lapagine the praise that "Yher work

was really wonderful counsidering her sex.'"l12 As yet men were
not expecting anything very intellectual from a woman, for she
was always thought to be not only the wesker sex physically but
also mentally. As has been stated, Mary Wollstonecraft did not

stand alone in her views., In the interval between Mary Astell's

9 Hary Wollstonecraft, The Rights of Yoman, p. 16%.

10 Ibid., p. xii.
11 Ibid., p. xii.
12 Ibid., p. xii.




publication of "Defence of the Female Sex" (1697), and lary
Wollstonecraft's Bishts of Woman (1790), Lady Wortley Montague
G Lady Sarah Pemnington wrote in favor“of'i aproving woman'

condition.13
Influential English writers on female education whose works
were read widely in the United States were Mrs. Elizabeth

Inchbald, whose Simple Story (1721) exposed the evils existing

fte

n the old type of boarding schools; Mrs. Barbauld, a sincere

reformer, whose field was that of female education; and Thomas
Holeroft, who was an ardent advoeate of the plea for reform in
female education.l¥ All of these ﬁ?jters were read, discussed,

and echoed on this side of the Atlantic

-

oo

The movement which Mary Wollstonecraft initiated did not
die downi. The scope of women's rignts begsn to expand., Agi-
tators for feminine freedonm began to plead for the national
education of women. Uowman was born with a mind that coculd be
trained and cultivated as well as the nind of man. ZXKnowledge
and truth, common to wvomen as well ag to men, would make wives
better companions,

The system of education, standards, and conventions cramped

&

and suppressed the povers of women. lMHary Wollstonecraft told
of three little girls who from their masters

learned how tables, cheirs, etec., were called in

French and italiuag but as the few books throun in
their wvay were far above their capacities, or devo-
tional, they neither acquired ideas nor sentiments,

13 Ibid., De X:{ij.o

14 Clifton J. Furness, The Genteel Female, p. 268,
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‘and pagsed thelr time, when not compelled to repeat
words, in dressing, gquarreling with each other, or
conversing with their maids by stealth, til; they
vere brought into company as marriag@able.l)
So woman's intellectual faculties lay dormant; she passed the
time unprofitably while waiting for a man who could give her

economic security. It seemed that women were trained away Ifrom,

rel

instead ofvbeing trained tswﬁrds, any of the Qccupatibms reserve
for men, But “ecggaitipn of the right of the‘élx to education
we.s graduslly iﬁcreasing._ Anpong most thinking people, it seenmed

hat the concept of vomen as household drudges had passed. There
were some who held to the old idea, but the larger number desired
to extend her sphere, |

Hary Asteil,'who believed in individual éevélopmemt for

wonen, was a forerunner in a movement which ied in the eight-
eenth century to increased educatiénal oppartunities‘for women
and at the end ef.hié century to pleas for feminine rights in

other directions. In the middle 1800's John Mill was advo-

cating suffrage for women in.England.16 In 1851 an

jsH]

rticle by

)

Mrs, Taylory the future wife of John Mill, appeared in the

Westminster Review on the "Enfranchisement of Women,"l7 In 1859
i - L) - - a &£ “a o3 o

[ [ < S AENLINES LE had 3L U £z -i JR15EA L L 3L LI

Florence Hightingale had privately printed her defense of the

right of women to have a publiec avocation.18

Before the movement to free the female sex began, wonen

15 Yary Wollstonecraft, The Rights of Woman, p. 204%.
16 John Stewart Mill, The Subjection of Women, p. 268.
17 Wollstonecraft, op. git., p. xxiii.

18 Ibid., p. xxiii.
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did not have a rosd open by which they could pursue c¢xtensive
usefuliness and independence. Some of the positions for
which they worked are taken for granted by us today. The few

employments that were open to vomen were menial. Many women

probably wmsted 1life away discontontedly when they could have

backgroundé of the firsl American publications on the subject of
woman's rights; theseo writings helped to forn definite advancing
opinions céncerning women, 1t would be unwise to

muech from so many opinions, but certain coneepis stand out
clearly. Although ideas concerning women were constantly
changing, voman's character was believed still to be essentially
domestic, OShe wasg trezted as intellectually and physically in-
ferior to man, her only approved goal being to be a gond wife
and mother., With few exceptions those advocating an extended
education for vomen designed it for the pleasure snd service of

men, to make women more agreeable companions for thenm, and bebt-

Colonial and Barly Hational Period
Lnmong the pioneering Americans were vonen who possessed
& b

the spirit of the typical American clvilizatlon--the spirit of
t

frecdon. ¥Yet Lhis spirit of freedom was soon to be suppressed,

=

though not eradicated. The pionecer womon vorked hard and vere
able to make the American pioncer home a place of cheerifulness
and some comfort. During the period of settlement the women

were faithful to the duties of the household and left the
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managenment of the weipghtier affairs of the young colony to the

lvence., The court of Plymouth sent for the elders anag
pocople to "avoid the costliness of ap-
parel which was beginning to be noted,"19 for it was "a detri-
ment to the young colony; but, unfortunately, the worshipfal
court 4id not take into consideration all the circumstonces of
the case,” for the elders' wives were partners in the general

disorder, and the elders did not dare to urge reform in this

;a

matter too strenucusly. Sinece little was done about it, this
small exertion of feminine independence had its influence and
becane 2 foothold from which to attack new problems,

It was chicfly in the matters of religion thal woman's

early influence was exerted, Religion was the most important

S
Q;

subject in the mind of the Puritan, and 1t was the women who
were the extremists in this matter. Fanaticign, persscution,
and enthusiasn were maintained by the vomen even to the extent
of dying to further the ideals for which they were striving,
There were many remarkable women‘im America vho vers ex-
amples of the status of women. One of the most remarkable among
them who was a Tervent advocate of woman's rights was Mre. Anne

Hutchinson of Boston,2V Iiving too early to bhe an American hy

birth, but emphatically an American in spirit, Mrs. Hutchinson

19 John Rouse Larus, Yomen of America, p. 141,

20 Ibid., p. 155.
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was regarded as a typical Hew Dnzland women of ¢ »rly ¢olonial

oy oy o r iy > 3 < Y LY

She began to hold women's meetings wherse she set forth
her religious peliefs, Her boldness outraged the ministers be-
cause of her defying'their autinrity and stepping cutside of

yomen's sphere almost as much as because of her religious er-
rors. This opnositicn ind ??ed her zeal more than ever, and
soon she became boisterous in denouncing the ruling powers.

She wes banished. She had failed, but she was the first fneri-

£ P s T 1 2 o ® e k! = ..
of freedon a2z claimed by the Pilgrims. "Sne wes the first

American woman to upnrear the banner of her sex in the matter of

J K .. 2 .. - ) 1 1 2 N TT3 3 dely= dn & g P B
twice, and his back, and she had seen Hin three Utimes, and face

)]

to face, instancing the places.'22 Although she was lmprisoned,
she doubtless contributed somewhat to fenm iﬂiﬁe independence in
those early davs.

Mary Dysr, a sincere Quaker lady who fell thet she must

G

preach the doctrines of her sect, died for her faith after

22 Ibid., p. 157.

\¥]
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The deed of another woman pioneer in America must be com-
memorated, Mrs, Hargaret Brent of Maryland hag the distinetion
of being the first Amcrican “saffrag@tte.”Qh In the will of
her kinsman, Governor Leonard Calvért, she was named as his only
executrix. She anpeared one day before the Assembly and insisted
that she be given vote and voice in the House. Mrs. Brent, after
being denied a vote, "turned on her heel, left the astounded
legislators staring after her, and walked out to resume the man-
agement of her extensive interests,"25

The early American woman was independent in spirit. When
she was convinced of right, she steadfastly followed her im-
pulses, regardless of sneers or even bodlly danger. These wonen
were not representative of all women, but they were representa-
tive of the gradually advancing spirit of freedom.

Before the Revolution American ideas, as revealed either
in the establishment of schools for girls or in books on womer,
had not advanced far.26 Women werse taught little except domes-
tic duties and religion--any education given was designed to
further these phases of 1life. Religion was a blessing to the
early woman in that she held a position of dignity and r95uvct
This was the side of Teminine life on which the few England

clergy laid stress. Woman's relationship to man was based on a

24  H, Addington Bruce, Womon in the Making of America,
p. 26"'8:

25 Ibid., p. 28.

26 lMary Sumner Benson, Women in Eighteenth Century America,
p. 101.
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eral interpretation of Scripture. Subjection to her husband

was a riale of the woman's 1life, and she accepted it as the natu-

ay 3 D e [N BN iy 2 Aa £y, 2 o~ o F S 2 PPN =
read, to sew, and to write. This type of educaticn obvionsly

rallected the Puritan ancmﬂt of woman's status,
f'rom the Hevolution to tha begianing of the nineteenth
century there was an increcased interest in women's education.
)

A new rocognition of its importance was evide:

of schools and acadenies for young ladies In towns and villages

periodicals, especially Denjamin Franklin's writings 27 Traces
of the earlicr idea of the subjection »f women based on Serip-

ture survived, but the enlightened thought of the
the liberal edueation of women ag companions

-

to meat this need by the

After the Bevolutionary Var women in America were filled
with a proud sensge of new birith with their country. They had
shared in the struggle and now partiecipated in the triumphant

result., They had bravely borne the loss of husbands and gons.

IT their homes were in the path of war, they courageously

27 iIpid., p. 102.

28 Ibid., p. 136. ‘tomen were taught "accomplishments"

in musiec, dancing, drowing, nesdlevork, French, Lauﬁa, and
Greek, Dpo. 162-1&3.
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The hold of the customs of the

withstood the oubrages of the soldiers, Mony women sav thaiy
homes zo up in flames end the lives of their loved ones threat-
ened, A1l this thej thougnt not too great o price to pay fop
1iberty.

Women had bheen asserting the pnwer'oi wotanhond in their
inner strength. They hod bturned from the peeuliar attemsts of
some of their sex to win Tame by religious lesdership or other
nanifestations of anbitions. They were conscerated to o cause
which they found worthy of their devotions.

woman had suddenly been loosed; the American woman had gained
emancipation from one source. OShe must have rejoiced in her
freedon from LBuropean dominance; now she was able to-prove her-
self an fnerican indeed,

After the centraliszation of our government, for the first
time one woman £illed the eves of the nation as the "first lady
of the land"--Hartha Washington,

Mercy Otis larren, a female uriter of the day, vrote lirs,

Mrs,

been

Tour observation may be true, t
gayaer ladies consider yo
yet I know not one who

more likely

werse they to chuvaa“ at electi

ur gl L’uCJ? 1
by by general co;g
obtain the suf“r

younger and
envis blc,

nt would be
ages of taa sex, even
na {for the elevated

'l

-..U

oY

station,
in the

Warren ?evwglﬂd in her letiter

thinking,

ey

ﬁnitad

than the 1ady who now holds tl fig
Stotes.29

AN

ﬂ“

)

Since their emancipa

wvhat Anerie

vbion from the lay

first rank

an women rmust have

e

of England,

29 John Rouse-Larus, YWomen of America, p. 278.
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gonls wers achleved,

Abigail Adenme wrote to John Adaw r 76 whe

7 he was at-

ck
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? corae and atbtention are not

deternined to Toment o re-
4 ourselves bound to Obey
no voice or representa-
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I long to hear thnt yo indepond-
ency, and, by the way, iﬂ the new cqﬁm Qf'«aws which
i suppose 1t will be necessary for you to make, I
desire that you should remenber the ladies and be
more generous and fovorable to them than your anees
2
1
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men in such a way as

£

to show the influence of Hary Wollstonecraft., 9Dne can see the
distinet gains made in education for women, but women were being

arousad to work for still greater economic and eduestional oppor-

During Hawthorne's Boyhood

DBuring Hawthorne's boyhood in the early years of the nine-
teonth century, domesticity still held first place in the npajor-

5til1l ruled the

home and "refused to abdicste her crown even at the eall of

fashion, but it must be acknawlﬂauya that she wore that crowm

30 Hery Foulke Horrisson, "Preliminary Agitation,” in
Vietory, p. 3.



ortably than in earlier days.'31l It has

o

been observed that women previous to tl

»-)

e ninetsenth century

cast a little light on the path of their sex and many diffi-

Women were tryinz to break their bonds. lMen were being

Y

asked to remove the borviers and psrmil women to show what they
eould dec. Of course, it was hard for nmen, for their ninds were

encumbered by tradition. They considered self-dependence as
a fanlt in most women. Women were taught to depend upon others

L

not to he independent of others. 0One of the greatest workers

for woman's emancipation, Margaret Fuller, proposed that wvomen

lay aside all thought of being taught and led by men. 32 Men
thought that it wes dangerous for a woman te have originalitlty
of thought or characters their ninds were supposed to bes so ilm-
reded by doubts that they could not think free thoughts,

"Her mother taught her to do it that way" was used zs a

reason for meking no eoffort toward reif formation,33 Although

jol)
f3e

istinct gains had been made in education, instruction for girl

futa

still did not have as broad a fisld as for boys. An influence
was growing toward better and wider instruction, Poor gs the
instruction sometimes was, yet women learned nmore than they

could receive in the close ties of 2 home circle., VWhether women

would be authors or n2 i nters was not so important. The imporitance

31 John Rouse Larus, Yomen of America, p. 302.

32 Hargaret Fuller Ossoli, Homan in the Uineteenth-Century,
p. 120,

33 Ibid., p. 95.




lay in the fact that they had an intellsct which needed to he
developed, It was the opinion of some that something should
and must be done. It was astural that woman wanted to advance,

but usually she was discouraged or told tha

Jomen had invad many of the trades and gome of the pro-

There was during this time a move for a national education
whieh would require more schools to be @stablished.36 There

was then a plan to have Cincinnati as a central polint from wvhich

ladies, Mrs, Harriet Bescher Stowe and Miss Catherine

were to examine and instruct the iteachers. The central

tee vas to have charge of raising funds, finding teachers, and

-~

places vhere teachers were wanted. This [orward move secmed as

if it were ushering in the golden age for women., They were be-

35 Ibid., p. 222,
36 Ibid.s p. 224,



L el
[op]

naw
12T

2.1
[¥F%

2

3=
¥

o0
Fa

bre)




THE WOMAN'S RIGHTS MOVEMEUT ARD ITS5 LEADERS

The problem of woman's position, of her duties, respon-

sibilities, and rights attracted a large measure sf attention

from the thinkers and agitators of the time. The legislators
were concerned about the proble 1.t Why should woman not have

a voice in sheping the laws by which she was ruled? VWhy could
she not be free to choose her vocation? VWhy could she not bhe

regarded eg an individual, with a mind independent of that of

&

.

ner husband? Such questions and similar ones caused a groving
liberelity on the subjeet of women's rights during ths first
half of the nineteenth century.

Courageous leaders had gone before and straightened out
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sewbly of Marvland in 1647 wss a shocking event. Another

interesting event was Abigail Adanms' letlter to John Adams asking
consideration of women in the laws of the few Hetion. It wa
in 1790 that Hary Wollstonscraft threw dowm her challenge, In

1,

Gloucester, lMassachusetis, also in 1790, the Tathers of the

1 Hargaret Fuller Ossoli, Woman in the Hineteenth-Century,
D. iX.




toun decided that "females are a tender and interesting branch
of the Community but have been much neglected by the Publie

Schools cof this town,"? Urged by'the citizens of
York, Emma Willard moved her Academy for Femele Zducation from
Waterford, New York, to Troy. It was in 1821 that she opened
the Female Seminary at Tro".3

Women knew that if v omaz's proper field of work and selfi-

expression vere to be widened, then wishes would have to be

tion of wvomen began when tr ke fron pud=-

lic platformes in behalfl of rights in which they e “*Votl be-

lieved, BSarah and

1:..4
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:—3
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@
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Grimke, daughters of a Southern

-

slaveholder, went Horth to lecture agalnst the institution of
slavery.u Abby Kelley =made her first apwenrance on the anti-
slavery platform.” She travelsd extensively in the United

all kinde of persecutions. In 1832

c*!'

States, speaking anids

Lydia Marie Child's History of UYoman was publis ded.é It prob-

L
ably eneouraged the agitation of womsn's rights. DSrnestine Rose,

2 Mary Foulke Horrisson, "Preliminery Agitation,' in
p. O,

3 ®, B. ﬁldtiﬂ%t@ﬂ, "Lydia 6., Sigourney,” in Eminent
vomen of the fze, p. 2060.

4 W®lizabeth Cady Stanton, "Sarah and Angelina Grimkd," in
oainent Women of the Age, Pe 303.

5 Ibid., p. 365.

6 T, W lggﬁiLSOﬁ, "Lydia Marie Child," in Zminent omen
” }.7'
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a native of Poland, came to America in 1836 and addressed large
audiences on "The Science of Government,"7 She had petitioned
in 1838 for legislation coneerning the property rights of women,
She was one of the leaders in the Woman's Rights Movement who
had the privilege of speaking at all the annual conventions.

The women who had taken an active part in the antislavery cause,
beginning in 1830, were prepared to put their energies into this
advancing movement, In 1836 William Lloyd Garrison nominated
Abby Kelley to a2 place on a committee of the Anti-Slavery Soci-
ety; and thus gave recognition to woman's equal status in the
organization.8 It was a question which split the anti-slavery
forces in America, and made trouble at the World Anti-Slavery
Convention in London. The new society sent men delegates, while
the Anti-Slavery society sent both men and women,

It was in 1840 that women from Boston, New York, and
Philadelphia went to London as delegates to the World's Anti-
Slavery Convention.? The idea of women appearing as delepates
was more than England could stand; consequently they were denied
membership on account of their sex, William Lloyd Garrison,
protesting because the women were not accepted, refused to be

seated. He and the women sat in the gallery as silent spectators.

7 Elizabeth C, Stanton, "The Woman's Rights Movement and
Its Champions in the United étates," in Eminent Women of the

Age, p. 362.
68 Mary Gray Peck, "First Organized Action," in Victory,
P. 10,

9 Elizabeth C, Stanton, "Lucretia Mott," in Eminent
Women of the Age, p. 376.



Mrs, Stanton and lrs. ¥
tion when they returned home and to form 2 society to advocate

he rights of women, 10 s Yyoman'! question wes brought closer,

ot

to the hezrts of the women now than aver befors. They realized
peonls whose nar-

1,

row opinions kept woman's sphere and her mission within narrow

limitations. The pgeneral indignation felt by the most progres~
sive minds of the time gavse birth to the Yoman's Rights Hove-

that the Woman's Rights cause
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he dated from the division in the anti-slavery

Puring these years women gradually tool: 2 more active nart

suity Man versus llen, Womon versus Women" in the Dial, the maga-
zine of Transcendentalism.ll It attracted so much attention
that the number was soon out of print, In the essay, which was
later reprinted in book form, llargaret fMaller was optimistic in
believing that in her time there wos materializing an approach
to a nobler era than the world had ever known., 5She felt that

during the present upheaval sbout womern their minds would be

O

on higher purposes than before, "their sleening powers devel~

P - 3 > & - ;
oped, and their characters strengthened."l2 Others azitated

:LO Ibida , po 378.

U R A xigglngon, "Margaret Fuller Ossoli,” in Eminent
YWomen of the Age, p. 184,

12 HMargaret Fuller Ossoli, Homan in the Ninsteenth~
Centurv, p. 220.



23

for temperance, anti-slavery, suffrage, and equal education
before audiences of women, There was an almost simultaneous
rising of persons in different localities in favor of reform
for woman which resulted in the organized Woman's Rights Move-
ment,

It was in the summer of 1848 that Elizabeth Stanton in a
visit with Lucretia Mott decided to call a2 Woman's Rights Con-
vention at Seneca Falls, New York, where Mrs. Stanton 1ived,13
The two women prepared resolutions and sentiments, and the ecall
was issued in the county papers. The gniding principle of the
convention was set forth in this declaration: "'Resolved, That
woman is man's equal--was intended to be so by the Creator, and
the highest good of the race demands that she should be recog-
nized as such.'"I* Years later as Elizabeth Stanton was re-
lating the outcome of the first convention, she said:

The declaration was published in nearly every paper

in the country, and the nation was convulsed with

laughter, from Maine to Louisiana, though our demands

for suffrage, the right to proper%y work, and wages

were the same that wise men accept %oday, the same

that Henry Ward Beecher preaches in his pulpit, and

John Stuart Mill presses on the consideration of the

British Parliament,l®

While the press and public remained hostile, they must
have been impressed with the way the efficient women carried

on their program.

13 Elizabeth C. Stanton, "Lucretia Mott," in Eminent
Women of the Age, pp. 377-78.

14+ Mary R, Beard, Woman As Force in Historv, p. 146,

15 Elizabeth C. Stanton, "Iueretia Mott," in Eminent
Women of the Age, p. 378.
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The First Hational Woman's Rights Convention was held in
Worcester, Massachusetts, in 1850.16 After this, the movement
being organized on a national basis, speakers traveled over the
country in the interest of work, wages, property, education,
and suffrage. Another great movement had begun to manifest it-
self in the United States as a sign of progress.

Relationship to Other Movements
Co~education

In the early nineteenth century after America had received
a wave of the Wollstonecraft influence from England, a few brave
souls said that the public schools should be large enough to
include both boys and girls., As might have been antieipated,
there was a storm of protest. Mary Wollstoneeraft proposed that
women should be educated with an emphasis upon the practical
side of life rather than the ornamental, Her revolutionary
proposal resulted in an agitation for a reassessment of values
in women's education in both England and America., Except in a
single group, woman was still regarded as mentally inferior to
manj the Quakers placed their women in an intellectual status
equal with the men., Women were educated with men and were rec-
ognized as a part in helping to guide church and community af-
fairs,

The flood of new opinion which invaded America soon began
to open the minds of the people as to the necessity of pro-
viding intellectual activity for the female sex, It was a time

16 Ibid., p. 388.
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of awakening in Americaj old ideas of colonial and national

days were giving way to the general enlightenment of the age.

The time for woman to sit around and look pretty had passed. Our
country was growing and developing; it needed the cultivated
minds of both men and women,

It was in 1803 that Bradford Academy was founded as a co-
educational school.l? However, it became a girls' school in
1836, 8elections from the by-laws reflect the strict code of
living demanded in the early stages of the school:

The instruction in the female apartment may be sus-
pended whenever the proprietors judge necessary.

It shall be the duty of the students to attend pub-
lic worship both on the Sabbath and on lecture days.
Refrain from all noise and walking the streets or
fields on the Sabbath except in going to and returning
from meeting and the monitors shall note all absentees
on the Sabbath,

No student shall in going to or from the Academy cast
stones into the adjacent fields, injure any person's
property, or take fruit from any orchard on penalty
of public admonition.

The students shall return to their lodgings precisely

at nine ofclock in the evening, and on Saturday evening

they shall not be absent.

The students shall treat one another with affection

and if anyone should injure anogher person or property

he shall be punished or fined,l

A number of educational institutions for women were soon
established, In 1819 Emma Willard presented to the New York

legislature her "Plan for Improving Female Education," and in

17 Clifton J., Furness, Ihe Genteel Female, p. 269.

18 Ibid., pp. 277-78, quoting Jean S, Pond, Bradford
Hev England Acadeny, pp. 56-7. ; o
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1821 she opened her famous Female Seminary at Troy, New York,19
The Hartford Female Seminary was founded in 1823 by Catherine
Beecher,20 Abbott Academy for Girls was founded at Andover in
1829.21 1In 1831 John J. Shepherd founded Oberlin, the first
co-educational college in the United States. In his circular
he listed among the prominent objects of the seminary "The ele-
vation of female character by bringing within the reach of the
nmisjudged and neglected sex all the instructive privileges
which hitherto have unreasonably distinguished the leading sex
from theirs,"22 1In 1836 Mary Lyon established South Hadley
Female Seminary, primarily as a training school for ﬁives of
ministers and missionaries.23 Soon normal schools, which
trained women for specific duties in teaching young women, were
established, The first normal school for women was established
at Lexington, Massachusetts, in 1839.21+ Although there was
still criticism against feminine learning, women would not be
defeated or turned backs they went forward despite the many
protests which continued until about 1848, when the Woman's
Rights Convention seemed to cement the views of the general pub-

lic toward the advancing woman, Women were outstanding pioneers

19 Mary Foulke Morrisson, "Preliminary Agitation," in
Yictorv, p. 6.

20 Clifton J. Furness, Ihe Genteel Female, p. 270.
2l Ibid., p. 270.

22 Mary Foulke Morrisson, "Preliminary Agitation," in
V QtO s pp. 6"7:

23 Clifton J. Furness, The Genteel Female, p. 270.
24+ Ibid., p. 270.
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in bringing to their sex the privilege of studying subjects
which formerly had been reserved for men exclusively., Co~-
education today is the result of women's barging forward and

preparing the way for the education of their sex,

Abolition

It is not strange that woman would take upon herself the
desire to work for the abolition of slavery. Early nineteenth
century women organized a Female Anti-Slavery Society.25 Women
were among the most earnest, eloquent, and untiring champions
of emancipation, Most of the women who attained distinction as
pioneers in the movement to set free the slaves carried on their
propaganda from the public platform. They endured the double
insult of being abolitionists and "women out of their sphere."
Elizabeth Stanton recalled that "the press and the pulpit ex-
hausted the English language to find adjectives to express their
detestation of so horrible a revelation as 'a woman out of her
sphare.'“26

Slavery forces were appalled at the boldness of women's
speaking in public, These women had several harrowing experi-
ences, The Crimkd sisters were attacked by angry mobs, armed
with stones, sticks, and rotten eggs. While they spoke there
would be enraged mobs outside shouting and throwing stones in

- 6?.5 H, Addington Bruce, Woman in the Making of America,
p. -

26 Elizabeth C, Stanton, "Mary Grew," in Eminent Women
of the Age, p. 367.



the windows.27 The Crimkd sisters deserve credit for their

e

sacrifice for cause which they had courage to defend., They
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women to be discussged later greatly influenced public

Suffrage

When the sentiment For woman's franchise got under way and
new views of all sorts were gaining ground, protest was still
strong against woman's active part in publiec life. It wvas ar-
gued that il woman's cause were introduced in the legislature,
the beauty of the home would be destroyed; woman would be put-
ting herself boldly forwards; the dignified halls of the legis-~
lature would be disgraced. A woman doing work outside her home
wag seen to be inconsistent with the duties of a mother. Ridic-
ulously humorous pictures of ladles in hysterics at the polls
and senate chambers filled with eradles were soon put into cir-
culation,208

Marietta Holley was a writer on the subject of "woman suf-
frage." In her comical style she said to one of her characters:

Women's speah 1s where she can do the most good; if

God had meant that wimmen should be nothin' but men's

shadders, He would have made gosts and fantoms of ‘em

at once, DBut havin' made tem flesh and blood, with

braens and souls, I believe He meant 'em to be used

to the best advantage. And the talk about wimmen

havin' to fight, and men wash dishes, if wimmen vote,

is all shear nonsense. . » . +t is jest as ridiculous
to say that kissin'! a pretty baby, or lovin' books and

s

27 H. Addington Bruce, Yoman in the Hakine of Amerieca,
e 171, : '

26 Harpgaret Fuller Ossoli, Woman in the Nineteoenth-
Century, p. 34.
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music and pictures, makes a man a hen huzzy. « « »

Men and wimmin votin' side by side, would no more

alter their natural dispositions than singin' one of

Watts'es hymns together would. One will sing bass,

and the other air, so long as the world stands.

Writings like this one helped to turn the minds of men and women
toward the advancing cause of "woman suffrage." -

Women were out of one reform right into another, They
were living in a day of reform, a day of progress for their
own sex., Speaking from platforms, from one to another, and
from women's conventions, the right to vote became a most sought
for privilege, The importance of suffrage was brought out.

The subject of suffrage was lectured on in many states, and
volumes were written about it., Some states voted to give their
women the right to votej this action laid the foundation for
the gradually advancing position of woman's suffrage.

There were many women who lectured on suffrage for women,
From 1849 to 1855 Frances D, Gage lectured on the subject in
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa, Missouri, Louisiana, Massachu-
setts, Pennsylvania, and New York, and also wrote for the
press.30 In 1850 Antoinette Brown attended a convention in
Worcester, Massachusetts, and made a speech on the enfranchise-

ment of woman,31 Olympia Brown, an able debater, lectured on

the importance of suffrage for woman,, 32

29 Clifton J. Furness, The Genteel Female, p. 238.

30 Elizabeth C, Stanton, "Frances D. Gage," in Eminent
Women of the Age, p. 386.

31 Ibid., "Antoinette Brown," p. 390.
32 Ibid., "Olympia Brown," p. 403.
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The move for suffrage had small beginnings, but the cause
advanced until gradually women became very bold in their agi-
tation for national right of the franchise. Other important
speakers and writers for the suffrage of women are discussed

in the section titled "Leaders."

Transcehdentalism

The Transcendentalists were a group of men and women who
read, wrote, and thought with each other along common lines of
interest. Their common interests brought them together for
discussion and analysis of literature, philosophy, and religion,.

Although a 1little group of writers had written articles
about their Transcendental beliefs, it was not until 1838 that
Transcendentalism really began to attract public attention,33
At first Transcendentalism seemed to manifest itself in the
sphere of religion, but soon it branched out into many fields.
It became a reform movement in that it was concerned in and
desired to promote the best interests of the outstanding re-
forms of the day. The Transcendental movement had ideas about
polities, economiecs, education, and the rights of woman, The
Transcendentalists were seekers of truth and a higher cultural
living. Their belief's in the reform movements were in harmony
with the general trend of enlightened opinion during the nine-
teenth century.

Conquésts had been made in literature by the female sex.

33 Clarence L. F, Gohdes, The Periodicals of American
ZIranscendentalism, p. 1l.
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The shock of women writers had been eased somewhat; moreover
the Transcendentalists were intimately associated with two of
these literary women: Margaret Fuller and Elizabeth Peabody.

Women were beginning to be put upon an intellectual equal=-
ity with menj; so it was considered perfectly in order for
Margaret Fuller, Elizabeth Peabody, and, oeccasionally, Sarah
Ripley to participate in the discussions of the Transcendenta-
lists.

The Transcendentalists posed "the problem of the relation
between the sexes in new terms, arguing for sexual ea::;u,e:.lit;y'.":i]1L
Women, as well as men, had reasoning power, Margaret Fuller
was a strong agitator for women's rights., Her book, Woman in
the Nineteenth-C s Which was an outgrowth of an article
that she had written earlier for the Transcendental publica-
tion, The Dial, made a great impression on the "feminist" move-
ment in America. Because of her ability to take her place in
a man's world, some thought Margaret was rapidly getting out of
her sphere, "Edgar Allan Poe took delight in classifying the
race into three categories: men, women, and Margaret Fuller."37

Margaret Fuller was not only a contributor to Ihe Dials
she was also its first editor.36 She was valued in the eircle
of individualists because of her witty and intellectual con-

versational talents. ©She held conversational classes in which

3% Perry Miller, The Transcendentalists, p. 369.
35 Ibid., p. %457.

. 8336 Mason Wade, Margaret Fuller: Whetstone of Genius,
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women interested in intellectual matters came and discussed
them,37 The "Conversations" awakened women to intellectual
activity and did much to make women's rights seem important.

Elizabeth Peabody, not as well-known as Margaret Fuller,
made many contributions to the Transcendentalist movement, One
effect of Transcendentalism was to lead to an investigation of
educational techniques and possibilities., Miss Peabody pub-
lished Record of a School in 1835.3%8 It was an account of the
school which Elizabeth Peabody and Bronson Alcott had opened
in 183%, The school was an embodiment of principles of revolt
against the prevailing methods of education.

After publication of The Dial ceased, Elizabeth Peabody
attempted to start a Transcendental magazine under the title of
Aesthetic Papers, but the magazine achieved only a single is-
sue,3? Miss Peabody was known as an educator and bookseller,
In 1839 she opened a bookshop in West Street, which served as
headquarters and intellectual station for the Transecendenta-
1ists,O

The movement was short-lived; it was mostly a wave of en-
thusiasm, Aside from the fact that Margaret Fuller and Elizabeth
Peabody contributed to the Transcendental Movement, it was the
least influential of several ventures which related to the

37 Ibid.s p. 68.
38 Perry Miller, The Transcendentalists, p. 141,
39 Ibid., p. 372.
4“0 Ibid., p. 141,
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Woman's Rights Movement,

Literature

Margaret Fuller, who recognized thaf literarﬁ ambitions of
womankind were struggling to have free expreséion, stated:
"Sign of ﬁhe times is furnished by the triumph of Female Author-
ship, ML 14 taratiund wis wtout Chy FOMEt ‘Avente of AEbNeNdidn
to be opened to the women of that day. In general the literary
efforts of women were confined to journals or religious writings
which were not prepared for publication,

It has been brought out earlier that woman was regarded
in the beginning as essentially inferior mentally, and this at-
titude persisted until well into the nineteenth century. One
of the Protestant ministers of Newburyport in undertaking the
task of measuring woman's abllity and accomplishments spoke
plainly when he said:

When I see ladies of talenty and learning, and refine-
ment--ladies whose accomplishments and virtues would
have fitted them to stand in the first rank of their
own sex, stepping out of their sphere, to enter upon
stations and offices which have heretofore been re-
garded as appropriate to men; when popular female
writers, and women professing godliness, begin to

take the same ground, it is time foa the pulpit as
well as the press to spealk plainly, 42

Evidence that the prejudice against women's writing goes
back to colonial days is found in the following quotation,

41 Margaret Fuller Ossoli, Woman in the Nineteenth-
Century, p. 93.

42 J. F. Stearns, "Female Influence, and the True Chris-
tian Mode of Its Exercise," as quoted in Clifton J. Furness,
ZIhe Genteel Female, p. 215.
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which credits a woman's insanity to her having been addicted

to literary pursuits:

The Governor of Hartford upon Connecticut came to

Boston, and brought his wife with him (a godly young

woman and of special parts) who was fallen into a sad

infirmity, the loss of her understanding and reason,

which had been growing upon her divers years by oc-

casion of her giving herself wholly to reading and

writing, and had written many books, Her husband

being very loving and tender of her was loath to

grieve herj; but he saw his error when it was too

late, For if she had attended to6 her household af-

fairs, and such things as belong to women, and not

gone out of her way and calling to meddle in such

things as are proper for men, whose minds are stronger,

she had kept her wits and might have improved them ;

usefully and honorably in the place God had set her,'t3

Even in the middle of the nineteenth century a Victorian
magazine recommended "that books by male and female authors
ought really to be kept on separate shelves,"4%

Despite opposition women tried their talents in literature.
The general disapproval of women's participating in anything
but household duties gradually gave way to a more tolerant at-
titude toward the writings from the female pen. It was often
thought that literary women and those who were active and earnest
in promoting reform movements, must neglect the domestic duties
of life. This may have been so, but some of the most devoted
mothers whose minds were highly cultured were active in efforts
for the welfare of the race. Among the women writers who con-
centrated their work upon various phases of the feminist move-

ment, there were Lucretia Mott, Margaret Fuller, Elizabeth Cady

43 John Rouse Larus, Women of America, p. 134%.
W Clifton J, Furness, The Genteel Female, p. 257.
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Stanton, and the Grinkd

Other prominent writers were Lydia Faria Child, lirs, Sarah
grion, Lydia I, Sigourney, Grace QTQELWDO@,Ahl!C@ and Phehe
Cary, Ivs. Caroline H. Dall, and Harrietl Boecher Stowe, By
the eighteen~-fifties this school of authoresses had QL?ched its
neak. The number of puElished worlks by these women was evidence
that women had achicved a Tair degree of popular recognition
as professional writers. Vomen writers uwho are not discussed
in the section entitled "Leaders" will be dilscussed here,

In 1851 Mrs. Sarah Parton, known in literary life as "Fanny
Fern," published an essay which was gladly reeceived by the pub-
lic.hs Critics "charged the new story-uriter and essayist with
eccentricity, flippaney, cynicism, irreverence, masculinity,--

with every conceivable sin of authorship except sentimentality,

nlib

pharisaism, and prosiness. Her works included tales, essays,

sketches, and lestters which were a delight to the npeople, showm

by the popular favor of them,

When Grace Greenwood was in her teens, she sent composi-

tions to the Rochester papars. 7 The literary world received
her with open arns. 1850 many of her sketches and lebters

vare collected and published under the name of Greermiood Leaves.

She continued writing., She was a zealous writer through her

45 QGrace Greemvwood, "Fanny Fern--lMrsg., Parton," in Eminent
Uomen of the Age. po. 72—83.

46 Ibid., p. 73.

T

%7 Joseph B, Lyman, "Grace Greenwood--irs. Lipnincott,”
in Bminent Yomen of the Age, »p. 151-163.




school days--letters from Burope, story-writing for chlldren,

- » N " .
Alice and Phebe Caryts first literary work was a jJoint

volume of poems published in 1@30.*8 Alice vublished the next

. s . e s : S TN - T v s e - PR
vear "Clovernook Papers,'” sketches of characters snd ineidents

o h = 9
drsdﬁ fron expe;ie&ce and observetion, Severa O‘“ » work ap=-
pesred vhich were well received by the publie,

student of historical facts. Her writings cover the labor
for promotion of Woman's ghts.

Although women wrote, they did so in the face of opposi-

tion and criticisnm by those who

voman's sphere. Dul on the whole there was a steady progress
: ; o K Pl < f - ~ yem 2D z
£ female literary writers after 1020. They came gradually in-

ot
ot

~ ~ P s Ly 1m » o A
o acceptance as the generasl emancipation of wonen progressed,

Women knew that if they were to be emancipated, their
yokes 1lilted, their chains brolen, they would have to ba the

T

leaders., The leaders in the Voman's Rights Hovement are too

numerous for this report, but the outstanding ones will be
viewed as to their work, courage, and stedfastuess. The women

g carried on their
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latform and through the medium of

48 THorace Greeley, "Alice and Phebe Cary,'" in Eminent
Women of the Asge, p. 168.

s

49 Elizabeth C, Stanton, “Wrs. Caroline H, Dall," in
Eminent YWomen of the Age, p. 39
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writing--books, essays, and editorials,

Margaret Fuller's thoughts did not seem to have been di-
rected so exclusively to the subject of women as were the minds
of some others, but she could not remain indifferent to the
movement. Her book, Woman in the Hineteenth-Century, empha-
sized the rights for which women were battling.50 It was a
treatment of the question of feminine shorteomings and the rea-
sons for them, She refuted the arguments against the emancipa-
tion of women,

Another woman who made a very real sacrifice in championing
woman's rights was Lydia Maria Child,%l Mrs, Child's hopes and
plans as a popular writer were ruined by her advocacy of free-
dom for the negro. ©She was a popular authoress until she pub-
lished her Appeal in Favor of that Class of Americans called
Africans., It was unfortunate that under the form of an Appeal
a colored man "had thrown a firebrand intc Southern society
which had been followed by Nat Turner's insurrection; and now a
literary lady, amid the cullivated cirecles of Boston, dared
also to 'appeal.'"52 The demand for her books dropped suddenly.
The Appeal was the first anti-slavery work ever printed in
America in book form, It covered the history of slavery and
the duties of the American people in behalf of the slaves.

Undaunted by opposition, Mrs. Child entered enthusiastiecally

50 Margaret Fuller Ossoli, Woman in the Nineteenth-Century.

51 T, W, Higginson, "Margaret Fuller Ossoli," in Eminent
Women of the Agze, p. 47.

52 Ibid., ps 47.
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into the struggle to promote the spread of abolitionary ideas,
She published "Oasis," an anti-slavery manual, an "Anti-Slavery
Catechism," a small book entitled Authentic Anecdotes of American
Slavery, and The Evils of Slavery and the Cure of Slavery. To
the end of her life she retained a warm spot in her heart for

the oppressed slave.

In 1821 Lydia Maria Child published her first novel under
the title of Hobomok: A Tale of Barly Times.53 This little
book came out just at the beginning of American literature be-
fore very many books had been printed, It was at least success-
ful enough to encourage the publication of The Rebel. She
published in 1827 the Juvenile Miscellany, a children's maga-
zine which continued eight years, and in 1829 her Frugal
Housewife, a cookbock. It was the idea in that day that be-
fore an authoress could be recognized in literature, she must
produce a cookbook, That was one way to keep her mind attached
to home duties, Her heart was in the anti-slavery movement, and
much of her energies were spent in that direction, although
she did notable work in many departments of literature.

In 1852 Unecle Tom's Cabin was published by a woman, Harriet
Beecher Stowe.sh Harriet had always felt a deep interest in the
slavesy it was often that she had seen them mistreated; she lmew
plantation life. This novel with its heartrending pictures of

53 T. W. Higginson, "Margaret Fuller Ossoli," in Eminent
Women of the Age, pp. 42-65.

; 18?+ H. Addington Bruce, Woman in the Making of America,
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the life of the slave was a powerful influence in developing

a stronger anti-slavery sentiment, The popularity of the book
was unusuals in general it awakened sympathy for the slave in
the North and aroused hatred in the South, Mrs, Stowe con-
tinued writing novels and columns for newspapers and magazines,

Tueretia Mott labored faithfully for the abolition of
slavery, the cause of temperance, and the elevation of woman, 59
She had an early abhorrence of slavery impressed upon her mind
by books, pictures, and ministers. In her own words she said:

But the millions of down-trodden slaves in our land

being the greatest sufferers, the most oppressed

classy I have felt bound to plead their cause, in

season and out of season, to endeavor to put my soul

in their souls stead, and to aid, all in my power,

in every right effor% for their immediate emancipa-

~ tion,56
She devoted herself ardently to the cause of abolition by trav-
eling extensively in free states and slave states holding
meetings in an effort to free the slaves.

Elizabeth Cady Stanton found Lucretia Mott an extremely
interesting woman, While they were in London attending the
World Anti-8lavery Convention, Mrs, Stanton heard Mrs, Mott
speak in church, ©She had always felt that women should be
privileged to speak in public, and now her idea was confirmed,
for Mrs, Mott proved herself to be gracious and expressive in
the pulpit.

When the women delegates to the World's Anti-Slavery

55 Elizabeth C. Stanton, "Luecretia Mott," in Eminent
Women of the Age, pp. 371-75.

56 Ibidey D. 375-76.
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Convention in London were denied membership, Mrs., Mottt began to
think seriously about helping to relieve the bondage of women,
Her whole mind and soul were dedicated to the rights of humanity.

Mrs. Stanton said that Lucy Stone was the first speaker
who really stirred the nation's heart on the subject of woman's
wrongs."97 She early saw the injustice of the education of
boys and not girls, She rebelled against her brothers' having
the privileges and advantages of a college education, while she
had to remain at home to work on the farm, She made up her mind
that she would go to college and have a liberal education., She
entered Oberlin College, where she proved to be a very capable
student, graduating with high honors, While she was at Oberlin,
she found that she had a talent for speaking, and determined to
be a lecturer. Although she won the honor of being chosen to
write the Commencement address, she refused because a profes-
sor was to read it instead of her. Even a co-educational col-
lege did not permit women students to speak in public,

Lucy Stone spent much time in working for the reforms of
her sex., She attended the Topeka Convention, at the formations
of the "Kansas Impartial Suffrage Association," and lectured
during the winter on suffrage for women in Connecticut, Massa-
chusetts, New Jersey, and New York,58

Once when speaking for an Anti-slavery society, she lectured

on woman's rights, After being rebuked for not representing

57 Elizabeth C, Stanton, "Lucy Stone," in Eminent Women
of the &gﬁs p. 392,

58 Ibid., p. 39%.
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the slaves, she said, "'I was a woman before I was an Aboli-
tionist. ™59

Another influential leader of the wﬁman'é rights movement
was Elizabeth Cady Stanton.60 As a child Mrs. Sténtdn felt the
injustices and burdens that women had to bear. She spent much
time in her father's law office, énd while there she heard many
women make complaints of the injustice of the laws. The plight
of these women touched her heart and she askéd her father if
something could be done, He showed her the law books and ex-
plained that the laws kept him from doing anything., Elizabeth
proposed to get rid of the laws by cutting them out of the
book. This action was prevented by her father's explanation
that the cruel laws were made by the legislature and could be
changed only by that State bod?. She vowed that when she be-
came old enough she would have the laws changed; and so she
did, After she finished at Mrs, Willard's Female Seminary, she
went back home and studied her father's law books in her leisure
tinme,

She attended the Anti-Slavery Convention in London where
her husband was a delegate, Here she met Lueretia Mott, in
whom she found a liberal thinker on womanhood., The two women
became close friends and decided that when they returned to
Anerica they would call a Woman's Rights Convention, This con-
vention was called in 1848, chiefly by Mrs, Stanton., She is

59 Mary Foulke Morrisson, "Preliminary Agitation," in
Victory, p. 10,

60 Theodore Tilton, "Mrs, Elizabeth Cady Stanton," in
Eminent Women of the Age, pp. 332-341.
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responsible for the leading idea--the elective franchise--of
the Woman's Rights Convention, It was the first publie demand
for woman's suffrage made by any organized convention, Mrs.,
Stanton demanded it in the following resolution: "Resolved,
that it is the duty of the women of this country to secure to
themselves their sacred right to the elective franchise."61
The convention hesitated, but finally the resolution was passed.

Theodore Tilton, who wrote the biography of Elizabeth
Stanton, said that that convention and, especially its demand
for woman's suffrage, excited the universal laughter of the
nation. People thought these women were some eccentric crea-
tures ahead of their time. Mr. Tilton added that her father
thought she must have gone crazy. He went to visit her and
tried to talk her out of her position, but in vain, At last,
when getting ready to leave her, he said, "'My child, I wish
you had walted till I was under the sod, before you had done
this foolish thingl'" She replied by calling to his attention
how he had given her law books to read, and that it was there
that she had discovered the injustice of the American laws toward
women.62 She was an untiring leader in promoting the rights
of her sex and proving woman equal to man,

Vehement females c¢laimed a right to develop their mental
powers and apply them in any way they saw fit. Susan B, Anthony

was invited to prepare a report on educating the sexes

61 Theodore Tilton, "Elizabeth Cady Stanton," in Eminent
Women of the Age, pp. 346-51,

62 Ibid., pp. 346-351.
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together.63 She read the report to a large audience in Troy,
New York, in 1858, At the close of the report, a Mr. Hazeltine
came to her and said:

While I must admit the talent and power of your re-

port, I would rather see a daughter of mine buried

beneath the sod, than that she should stand beforg

a promiscuous audience and utter such sentiments. L

In the winter of 1854-185% Miss Anthony held fifty-four
conventions in different counties of the State, with two peti-
tions in hand, one demanding equal property rights, the other
the ballot.6

Susan B, Anthony in the capacity of a schoolteacher learned
of the unjust pay for women teachers-~-men were paid three times
as much.66 She was an enthusiastic supporter of the temperance
movement. Mrs, Stanton and Miss Anthony began to work together
and throw out challenges

in the form of resolutions, petitions, appeals, and

speeches, on every subject,--temperance, anti-slavery,

woman's rights, agriculture, education, and religion,

--uniformly accepting evegy invitation to go every-

where, and do everything.

With the determination not to be less brilliant than boys,
Lydia Sigourney made an early attempt at co-education in Hart-

ford. Having recalled a hectic day at school where the critiecal

63 Elizabeth C. Stanton, "Susan B. Anthony," in Eminent
Women of the Age, p. 399.

64 Ibid., p. 399.
65 Ibid., p. 400,
66 Ibid., p. 396.
67 Ibid., p. 398.



boys sat with gaping mouths eager to detect a mistake in a
girl's recitation, she wrote of the determination which this
incident gave her:
I studied all my lessons thoroughly last evening.
I repeated them after I lay down in bed., While I
was dreaming, Memory showed me that she had got the
whole all right and elear, So now I will go bravely
to school, and that bench of Seribes and Pharisees
shan't have a chance to whigger again, "Therel therel
ain' that a'most a mistake?
Lydia H, Sigourney began her literary life while she was

a teacher.69 She published her first volume entitled Pieces
in Prose and Verse in 1815, In 1816 she published Life and

Writings of Nancy Marie Hyde, a tribute to the memory of a
close friend and fellow-teacher., Her published writings num-

bered fifty-seven volumes, not counting newspaper and magazine
literature,

Mrs. Emma Willard was among the most prominent profes-
sional educators.”’® After many very successful years of teach-
ing, she began to notice the difference between the college
cburse of a young man and that of a young woman., This injustice
lay heavily on her heart, with the result that she summoned her
best energies and drew up an enlarged course of study. Although
the public was not with her, she was not detoured from the track

of liberal education for women. ©She worked hard, planned long

68 Lydia Sigourney, "An Early Attempt at Co-education in
Hartford," Lucy g_yg;g_g Journal é as quoted in Clifton J.

Furness, The Genteel Female, b.

69 E, B. Huntington "Lydia H, Sigourney," in Eminent
Women of the Age, Pp. 93-96

70 Ibid., "Mrs. Emma Willard," p. 273.
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hours, and brought forth ideas about a new day in woman's edu-
cation., In 1818 she put her plan into execution. The school
was established., She added new courses to the ordinary curri-
culum of the schools for young ladies of that time. She con-
stantly sought to widen her own knowledge and become more
efficient.

It seems strange that Sarah and Angelina Grimkd, two of
the women who were prominent in the Abolition movement, were
southern, 71 They knew slavery, and they went North to lecture
on its evils. They were so eloquent in their speaking that they
had to move from the parlors of church women to the churches,
Angelina was invited to speak before the Massachusetts legis~
lature in 1838--the first time for a woman to speak in the
Boston State House. The general public was aroused at the
Grimké sisters' speaking in public. Angelina wrote:

We have given great offense on account of our woman-

hood, which seems to be as objectionable as our abo=-

Jition, The whole land seems roused to a discussion

of the province of women and I am glad of it.72

Abby Kelley made her first appearance on the anti-slavery
platform.73 For a period of thirty years she traveled about the
country speakihg on the subject of slavery. She was a persecuted

pioneer, but still spoke at every opportunity.

Women have come a long way since Mary Wollstonecraft wrote

. 71 Mary Foulke Morrisson, "Preliminary Agitation," in
Yictory, p. 7.

72 Ibid., p. 8.

73 Elizabeth C. Stanton, "Abby Kelley," in Eminent
Women of the Age, p. 365.
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Chapter III

WOMEN WITH WHOM HAWTHORNE WAS ASSOCIATED

Family Circle

Hawthorne's Aunt Mary scolded the Hawthornes in their
childhood and Grandmother Manning considered them impertinent;l
it would not be any wonder if Nathaniel Hawthorne formed a dis-
taste for women in general, Hawthorne was brought up as a
child under what might be considered peculiar disadvantages.,
His mother lost her husband when Nathaniel was only four years
old, and from that day she began a life of seclusion which did
not end until her death,2 Having lived in this strange, de-
tached environment, Hawthorne could not help being affected
by his mother's eccentric behavior, Life at home became a set
pattern of

unchanging days, solitary meals, quiet mornings when

the children were at school, quieter afternoons, with-

out visits, or walks, or shopping, a quiet evening

when the children, themselves quiet and relaxed,

giigg?3or read, and the silent house grew quieter

Despite Mrs, Hawthorne's solitary habits, she helped to

1 Robert Cantwell, Nathaniel Hawthorne, p. 382,
2 5 Julian Hawthorne, Hathaniel Hawthorne and His Wife,
I, Pe .

3 Robert Cantwell, op. cit., p. 383.
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develop within Nathaniel a love for reading by giving him books
of romance, poetry, and allegory.1+ These books provided an im-
material world for him in which his powers of imagination could
be exercised to the fullest extent.

Hawthorne's boyhood was more ordinary than otherwise, but
after his first four years, he was largely associated with
women, His being the only boy in the home placed him at a dis-
advantage., Was he spoiled by the admiration of his mother and
sisters? He said that he was., Referring to Una in his American
No s he said:

Mother hinted an apprehension that poor baby would be

spoilt, whereupon I irreverently observed that, having

spoileé her own three children, it was natural for her

to suppose that all other parents would do the samej

when she averred that it was impossible to spoil such

children as E and I, becguse she had never been

able to do anything with us.

At every turn in the story of Hawthorne's life one comes
upon the touching figure of his mother. When Hawthorne reached
college agey his "good" mother sent him to Salem where a private
instructor prepared him for Bowdoin College.6 Before he was
reconciled to going to Bowdoiny, he had to be convinced that he
would be permitted to spend his vacations with his mother at

Raymond, Maine.? Bowdoin was closer to Raymond than Salem was;

4 Julian Hawthorne, op. cit., p. 6.

5 Nathaniel Hawthorne, American Note-Books, p. 362. Entry
for April 1%, 1844,

966 Julian Hawthorne, Nathaniel Hawthorne and His Wife, I,
p. .

7 1bid., p. 107,
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he knew it would be impossible for him to go home if his mother
lived at Salem,

While he was still in Salem working for his uncle, Hawthorne
wrote his mother a letter which throws some light on their cor-
dial relationship., He wrote:

I am quite reconciled to going to college, since I

am to spend the vacations with you, Yet four years

of the best part of my life is a great deal to throw

away., I hage not yet concluded what profession I

shall have,

He continued by giving her concrete reasons for not wanting
to become a minister, a lawyer or a doctor, Then he asked her
opinion of his becoming an author and relying for support upon
his pen. Knowing that Mrs. Hawthorne was interested in her
children, Nathaniel said to her: "How proud you would feel to
see my works praised by the reviewers, as equal to the proudest
productions of the seribbling sons of John Bull,"?

Mrs., Hawthorne's sisters began to persuade her to return
to Salem to 1ive,0 of course, Hawthorne did not want her to
return, and wrote her accordingly:

I hope, my dear mother, that you will not be tempted

by their entreaties to return to Salem to live. You

can never have so much comfort here as you now enjoy.

You are now undisputed mistress of your own house. . . .

Elizabeth is as anxious for you to stay as myself.

She says she is contented to remain here for a short

time, but greatly prefers Raymond as a permanent place

of residence. The reason for my saying so much on
this subject is that Mrs. Dike and Mrs. Manning are

103 Julian Hawthorne, Nathaniel Hawthorne and His Wife, I,
De -

9 Ibid., p. 108,
10 Robert Cantwell, Nathaniel Hawthorne, p. 61.



50

very earnest for you to return to Salem, and I am

afraid they will commission Uncle Robert to persuade

you to it. But, mother, if you wish to live 1in peace,

I conjure you not to consent to it, Grandmother, I

think, is rather in favor of your staying.ll

The pull to Salem seems to have been too inviting, however,
for Mrs, Hawthorne, Elizabeth, and Louisa returned. Hawthorne
must have been terribly disappointed, for he was separated
from the family for seven years,l2

He was always pleased with letters from home. He wrote
to his mother and sisters and was eager to receive letters
from them, In one of his letters to Elizabeth he told her that
he was very glad for her letters because they were "like angel
visits, few and far between."1l3 1In a letter to his sister
Louisa he told of his awful homesickness. He asked Louisa to
write him a letter stating that his mother was desirous for him
to return home and to assign some reason for it., He stated
that the letter must be proper to be read by the president and
continued by saying "if mother has any objections, your elo-
quence will easily persuade her to consent, I can get no good
by remaining here, and earnestly desire to be at home,"1% He
continued by pleading for Louisa to make up any kind of excuse,

and if none of his suggested ones suited her or if she could

think of none, then "write and order me to come home with--any.

11 M., pp- 61-620
12 M., De. 62.

13 Julian Hawthorne, Nathaniel Hawthorne and His Wife,
I, p. 110,

1% Ibid., p. 115.
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If you do not, I shall certainly forge a letter, for I will be
at home within a week."1l5 From the contents of this letter one
can see the unwavering determination of the strong-willed
Hawthorne--unwavering in his devotion and unwavering in his will,

Hawthorne and his sisters enjoyed very close family asso-
ciations, He loved to tease Elizabeth and Louisa. He had a
childhood playmate named William, When Hawthorne tossed a pet
kitten over the fence and Elizabeth told him that the cat would
never play with him again, he said lightly, "Oh, she'll think
it was William,"16

While he was separated from his mother and sisters after
he went to live in Salem, he was unhappy because he seldom saw
his family. Being away from home sadly affected his morale,

He wrote to Louisa:

I have almost given up writing poetry. No man ecan be

a Poet and a bookkeeper at the same time, I do find

this place most "dismal" and have taken to chewing

tobacco with all my might, which, I think, raises my

spirits. Say nothing of it in your letters.l?

The Hawthorne family evidently recognized the peculiar
genius of the son and brother. Soon after Fanshawe was pub-
lished, Hawthorne secured all of the copies that he could and
burned them. He had published the book anonymously and insisted
that his family and friends keep the secret. "And of course we

did," said Elizabeth, "with one or two exceptions; for we were

15 Ibid., p. 115.
16 Mo, po 99.
17 Robert Cantwell, Nathaniel Hawthorne, p. 60.
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in those days almost absolutely obedient to him. I do not guite
approve of either obedience or concealment."18 When Hawthorne
returned from his walks in the evenings, Elizabheth said that
we discussed politiecal affaire, upon which we differed
in opinions he being a Democrat, and I of the opposite
party. In reality, his interest in such things was
50 slight that I think nothing would have kept it alive
but my contentious spirit,l9
Hawthorne respected Blizabeth's judgment and often depended on
or

her to help him write articles T the Americon Magagine. AT

one time he wrote to her asking for "concoctions, prose, and
poetical. Concoct, econcoct, conecoct,” he szid, "I make nothing
of writing a history or biography hefore dinner. Do you the

same,"?0  Blizabeth answered Hawthorne!s pleas by sending him

three long quotztions from Leonard Withingteon's Ihe Puritan,
» - L U . '3
which Hawthorne printed intact, 2t
He must have valued his sisters' eriticisms, for he sent

Louisa a copy of his first issue of the American Magazine, with

this note: "Read this infernal magazine and send your criticisms.
To me 1t appears very dull and respectable~-almost worthy of Hr,
Bradford himself,"22

Hawthorne wrote many of the articles for the American Maga-

zine, but Elizabeth helped him by writing sn enormous amount of

18 Julian Hawthorne, op. cit., pp. 124-125,
I

19 Ibid., p. 125.

<

20 Robert Cantwell, Hathaniel Hawthorne, p. 182.

21 Ibid., p. 18k,

22 Ibid., p. 185.
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work, He told Louisa: "I have written all but.about half a
page with my own pen; except what Eble wrote. Let her send
more; for I have worked my brain hard enough for this month,"23

The affection which the Hawthornes had for each other may
be detected in the following letter from lLouisa to Nathaniel
while he was at Brook Farm:

My dear brother,--I am very glad you did bethink your-
self that we might want to hear from youj; for we had
looked for you so long in vain, that we were very im-
patient to kmow in what quarter of the world you had
bestowed yourself. . . . Do not work too hard; I have
more faith in your working than Elizabeth has, and I
am afraid you will take it too hard. Mother groans
over ity and wishes you would come home. . » « If
you only knew how we anticipated your coming home, and
how impatient we are when you do not come at the usual
time, you would not think you could be spared, It is
a comfort to look at the picture, to be surej but I

am tempted to speak to it sometimes, and it answers
never a word; and when Mother looks at it, she takes
up a lamentation because you stay away so long and
work so hard, . . « Shall not you be at home by next
Friday,--the National Fast? It 1s five weeks to-
morrow since you went away, and we do so want to see
yol. « « « If you do not come home this week, do
write,--but do come,2%

Your affectionate sister,
M. L. Hawthorne

Hawthorne did not tell his mother of his plans for his mar-
riage.29 Perhaps he doubted that his mother would be pleased
at his marrying a semi-invalid, Despite the fact that Hawthorne
possessed a reverence and tenderness for his mother, he had never

discussed his deepest and Inmost thoughts with her. There seems

23 Ibid., p. 186.

2% Julian Hawthorne, Nathaniel Hawthorne and His Wife,
I 9 ppo 229"‘2310

25 Ibid., pe. 196,
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to have been a barrier which had grown up between them., Haw-
thorne explained their strained relationship when he said:

I love my mother; but there has been, ever since boy-

hood, a sort of coldness of intercourse between us,

such as is apt to come between persons of strong

feelings if they are not managed rightly.26

Time went on and the plans for their marriage went for-
ward, Soon Hawthorne told his mother and sisters of his plans
to marry Sophia. When he acquainted his mother with his matri-
monial intentions, she received the news cheerfully and in a
way that pleasantly surprised her son.,

"What you tell me is not a surprise to me," she saidj

"I already knew it." "How long have you known it?"

he demanded, "Almost ever since you knew it your-

self," was her reply; "and Sophia Peabody is the wife

of all others whom I would have chosen for you,"27
It would seem that Hawthorne's delay in telling his family of
his plans caused him a great deal of unnecessary anxiety, for
his mother and sisters rejoiced with him in the forthcoming
event,

After Hawthorne married and left the family home, he prob-
ably saw his mother about as often as when he lived there. She
had gone into retirement while she was young and lived in re-
tirement when she grew old. Life went onj the world changed;
and still she kept her unvaried life in her upstairs room,

In 1847 Hawthorne's feminine world increased when his

mother and sisters moved in with him at the Mall Street house.28

26 Ibid., p. 347.
27 M-a p! 201-
28 ILouise Hall Tharp, The Peabody Sisters of Salem, p. 183.
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He had very little contact with them, however, because they
seemed to choose to stay in their rooms most of the time. Madam
Hawthorne became very ill, and her critical illness affected
Hawthorne deeply, causing times of emotional stress in his life
which hindered his w&iting. When he could tell that his mother
would not live long, he relieved his tension by writing down
scenes which passed before him from hour to hour. The following
excerpt from an impressive passage reveals his feeling for her:

At about five o'eclock I went to my mother's chamber,
and was shocked to see such an alteration since my
last wvisit. . . « I did not expect to be much moved
at this time,--that is to say, not to feel any over-
powering emo%ion struggling Jjust theny~--though I knew
that I should deeply remember and regret her, Mrs,
Dike was in the chamberj; Louisa pointed to a chailr
near the bed, but I was moved to kneel down close by
my mother, and take her hand. She knew me, but could
only murmur a few indistinct wordsj; among which I un-
derstood an injunction to take care of my sisters.
Mrs, Dike left the chamber, and then I found the tears
slowly gather--in my eyes. 1 tried to keep them dowm,
but it would not be; I kept filling up, till, for a
few moments, I shook with sobs. For a long time I
knelt there, holding her handj and surely it is the
darkest hour I ever lived. . . . And then I looked

at my poor dying mother, and seemed to see the whole
of human existence at once, standing in the dusty
midst of it, Oh, what a mockery, if what I saw were
all,~-let the interval between extreme youth and dying
age be filled up with what happiness it might! But God
would not have made the close so dark and wretched, if
there were nothing beyond; for then it would have been
a fiend that created us and measured out our exist-
ence, and not God.29

Madam Hawthorne's death occurred two days later.
Hawthorne's mother was a reserved and thoughtful persong

thus she had many characteristiecs in common with her son. James

29 Julian Hawthorne, Nathaniel Hawthorne and His Wife,
I, pp. 347-348.,
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T. Fields has the following to say concerning Hawthorne's af-
fection for his mother:

Those who knew the family describe the son's affec-
tion for her as of the deepest and tenderest nature,
and they remember that when she died his grief was
almost insupportable, The anguish he suffered from
her loss is distinetly recalled by many persons still
living, who visited the family at that time in Salem,30

Marriage

There is an age-old belief that if a man is happily mar-
ried, he is inevitably influenced by the character of his wife,
The most fortunate event in Nathaniel Hawthorne's life was,
probably, his marriage with Sophia Peabody. Sophia, with her
keen insight and patient understanding, was a sympathetie and
congenial companion who stood by her husband in the making of
his career. Julian Hawthorne said of his father that

he protected her, championed her, and cherished her
in 2ll ways that a man may a womanj; but, half play-
fully and all earnestly, he avouched her superiority
over himself, and, in a certain class of questions
relating to practieal morality and domestic expedi-
ency, he always deferred to and availed himself of
her judgment and counsel. This was no make-believe
or hollow humility on his part; he believed, and was
delighted to believe, in the higher purity and (as
it were) angelic wis&om of her feminine nature; and
if he ever ascribed wisdom to himself, it was on the
ground that he accepted her view upon all matters

as to which mere worldly experience and sagacity were
uncertain guides,.31

The life of Hawthorne would be a skeleton of events without
the flesh and blood of his wife's influence. Her spirit

30 James T, Fields, Yesterdavs with Authors, p. 47.

31 Julian Hawthorne, Hathaniel Hawthorne and His Wife,
I, pp. W1-42,
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encouraged his spirit; her personality complemented his per-
sonality; each found a deep satisfaction and gratification in
the other.,

His marriage appears to have been perfectly happy. In
Sophia he found the humanized realization of his dreams. The
natural tact which she possessed, enlightened by her love, pre-
pared her to be the wife of a man of letters,

Hawthorne believed that,

indeed, we are but shadows; we are not endowed with

real life, all that seems most real about us is but

the thinnest substance of a dreamy--till the heart

gg gg?c?e?..Sghat touch creates usy--then we begin
He admired Sophia for her goodness of character and cheerful-
ness, which inspired his confidence and courage., Hawthorne's
courtship and marriage to Sophia Peabody are not themselves mat-
ters for scrutiny herey, but certain incidents in their lives
show the complementary influence each had upon the other, and
throw light on Hawthorne's literary development,

When Hawthorne was first introduced to Sophia, he "looked
at her intently,~-~he did not realize how intently."33 He wrote
to Elizabeth, Sophia's sister, that "she is a flower to be worn
in no man's bosom, but was lent from Heaven to show the possibil-

ities of the human soul.“3“ Their feeling for each other was
mutual, Sophia, writing to her sister Elizabeth said, "I never,

32 Austin Warren, lathaniel Hawthorne, p. xvi.

2 3%?9Julian Hawthorne, Nathaniel Hawthorne and His Wife,
)po .

3% Ibid., p. 181,
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hardly, knew a person for whom I had such a full and at the
same time perfectly quiet admiration."35

Hawthorne's love-letters are packed with beautiful senti-
ments for Sophia. The expression, tone, and thought bear testi-
mony to the magnanimous passion that was his. For example:

How strange it is, tender and fragile little Sophia,
that your protection should have become absolutely
necessary to such a great’ rough, burly, broad-
shouldered personage as, I: I need your support as
much as you need mine.3

And again:

Worthy of you I am not; but you will make me so,

for there will be time or eternity enough for your
blessed influence to work on me. Would that we

could build our cottage this very summer, amid these
scenes of Concord which you describe. My heart
thirsts and languishes to be there, away from the

hot sun, and the coal-dust, and the steaming docks
and the thick-pated, stubborn, contentious men, wiih
whon I brawl from morning tili night, and all the
weary toil that quite engrosses me, and yet occupies
only a small part of my being, which I did not know
existed before I became a measurer. . . . You know
not what comfort I have in thinking of you amid those
beautiful scenes and amid those sympathizing hearts.37

Sophia brought daytime to Hawthorne's life. He began to
really live and experience the Jjoys of life.

How immediately and irrecoverable (if you did not

keep me out of the abyss) should I relapse into the

way of life in which I spent my youth! If it were

not for you, this present world would see no more of

me forever. . . « I should be only a shadow of the

night; it is you that give me reality, and make all
things real for me, If, in the interval since I
uitted this lonely old chamber, I had found no woman
?anﬁ you were the only possible one) to impart reality

35 Ibid., p. 192,
36 Ibid., p. 216.
37 Ibid., pp. 218-219.
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and significance to life, I should have come back
hither ere now, with a feeling that all was a dream
and a mockery. Do you rejoice that you have saved
me from such a fate? Yesj it is a miracle worthy
even of you, to have converted a life of shagows
into the deepest truth by your magic touch.3

Hawthorne began to feel that he had lived a life of seclu-
sion long enough, With no bright pecuniary prospects, he and
Sophia were married in 1842, Most of his Custom House savings
had been lost in the Brook Farm Community experiment and his
publishers were not encouraging that his financial standing
would soon improve; but marriage had long been his goal.39
Hawthorne wrote to his sister:

We made a Christian end and came straight to Paradise
where we abide at present writing., We are as happy

as people can be, without making themselves ridiculocus,
and might be even happier, but as a matter of taste,
we prefer to stop short a{ this point,

In Sophia's letters to her mother after her marriage, there
are to be found many expressions of marital happiness, While
Mary, the cook, was in Boston on a holiday, Hawthorne took the
role of housekeeper, Mrs. Hawthorne records this day of blessed

undisturbance:

Our breakfast was late, because we concluded to have
only breakfast and dinner, After breakfast, I put

the beloved study into very nice order, and, after
establishing him in it, proceeded to make smooth all
things below, When I ﬁad come to the end of my labors,
my dear lord insisted upon my sitting with him; so I
sat by him and sewed, while he wrote, with now and

38 Ibid., p. 238.
39 Ibid., p. 201,
40 Robert Cantwell, Nathaniel Hawthorne, p. 339.
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then a little discourse; and this was very enchanting,tl

The love which marked Hawthorne's letters written before
marriage was just as conspicuous in the letters which he wrote
to Sophia during their marriage. Here he expressed what she
meant to him: '

Oh, Phoebe, I want thee much. Thou art the only per-

son in the world that ever was necessary to me, Other

people have occasionally been more or less agreeables

but I think I was always more at ease alone than in

anybody's company, till I knew thee. And now I am

only myself when %hou art wit&in my reach. Thou art

an unspeakably beloved woman,+2
While he was in Salem visiting his mother and sister, he wrote:
"I thank God above all things that thou art my wife, Nobody
but we ever knew what it is to be married., If other people
knew it, this dull old earth would have a perpetual glory
around about it,"™3 From another visit to his mother's home,
he wrote Sophia:

If I had not known it before, I should have been

taught by this separation that the only real life

is to be with you, and to share all things, good or
evil% with you. ihe time spent away from you is un-

substantial,-=-there is nothing in it; and yet it has
done good, in making me more conscious of this
truth.

During Hawthorne's four years' residence in Salem, he had
many new experiences. It was while he was Surveyor in the Salem
Custom House that he began The Scarlet Letter, his son Julian

was born, his domestic happiness deepened, and his manly character

41 Julian Hawthorne, op. cit., p. 27%. -
42 Ibid., ps 327.
43 Ibid., p. 29%.
YW Ibid., p. 295.
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broadened. Hawthorne's letters and journals written in Salem
are full of references to his children, Una and Julian,

It would be impossible to give a true picture of Mr, and
Mrs, Hawthorne's domestic 1life without alluding to the great
influence which the children had upon them., Hawthorne and his
wife and children spent many a day at Tanglewood.u5 While Haw-
thorne lay on the grass, Mrs, Hawthorne sat on an o0ld tree
stump beside himj; Una and Julian played around them. They showed
their love for their father and mother by bringing them flowers,
nuts, and fruits. Julian remembered that his

father was a great tree climber, and he was also

fond of playing the role of magician. 'Hide your

eyesi' he would say, and the next moment, from being

there beside us on %he moss, we would hear his voice

descending from the sky, and behold! he swung among

the topmost brﬁgches, showvering down upon us a hail-

storm of nuts!

There was a close spiritual relationship in Sophia's and
Nathaniel's marital happiness. The shy, introverted Hawthorne
was brought out in his development by the extroverted Sophia,
He did not seem to want Sophia to progress in her hobby of
painting. He wrote to her:

Everybody else thinks it of importance that you

should paint and sculpturej but it would be no

trouble to me if you shoulé never touch clay or

canvas again, It is not what you do, but what you

are, that I concern myself about. And if your

mighty works are to be wrought only by the anguish

of your head, and weariness of your frame, and

sinking of ynur heart, then I do never desire to
see another, And this should be the feeling of

45 Julian Hawthorne, Hawthorne and His Cirele, p. 28.
1+6 m-’ P- 29.
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all your friends.h7
Apparently Hawthorne could not get away from his old-~fashioned
views of womenj he did not want Sophia to have an interest out-
side her domestie sphere. Nevertheless their marriage was a
happy onej they were happy in their uneventful life amid quiet
seenes,

Hawthorne spent his time in his study each morning, walked
with Sophia in the afternoon, and read in the evening. He wrote:

My lifey, at this time is more like that of a boy,

externaily, than it has been since I was really a

boy. It is . usually supposed that the cares of life

come with matrimony; but I seem to have cast off all

care, and live on with as much easy trust in Provi-

dence as Adam could possibly have felt before he had

learned that there was a world beyond Paradise. My

chief anxiety ﬁgnsists in watching the prosperity of

my vegetables,

When Hawthorne was removed from his office at the Salem
Custom House, he wrote to Hilliard: "The intelligence has just
reached me, and Sophia has not yet heard it. ©She will bear it
like a woman-~that is to say, better than a man, "9 Sophia
had a talent for practical economy, After her husband told her
that he had lost his job, she surprised him with a sum of money

which she had secretly saved out of her weekly aa.lil.ov.eta.z:«ct'a..5'0

47 Julian Hawthorne, Nathaniel Hawthorne and His Wife,
I, pp. 236-237.

48 Nathaniel Hawthorne, American Hote-Books, p. 300.
Entry for August 13, 1842,

49 Robert Cantwell, Nathaniel Hawthorne, p. 419.

50 Julian Hawthorne, Hawthorne and His Circle, p. 4.
Louise Hall Tharp says Sophia earned the money pain%ing lam

shades and fire screens. Peabody Sisters of Salem, p. 192.
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This savings made the situation look brighter, Julian Haw=~
thorne said: "When Hawthorne told the news, she opened her
private drawer and disclosed her banknotes, with such a smile
in her eyes as I can easily picture to myself,"51

While the Hawthornes were sightseeing in Edinburgh, Scot-
land, it happened to be the ninth of July which they spent wan-
dering over Edinburgh. Hawthorne said:

As it was our wedding day, and as our union has turned

out to the uttermost satisfaction of both parties,

after fifteen years' trial, I gave mamma a gold-and-

amethyst bodied cairngorm beetle, with a ruby head,>2

Ten years before his death, Hawthorne described his own
happiness in his journal:

I think I have been happier this Christmas than ever

before,~=by my own fireside, and with my wife and

children about mey~-more content to enjoy what I have

--less anxious for anything beyond it in this 1ife.53

Elizabeth Peabody

Hawthorne was successfully rescued from his retirement by
the intrusion of Elizabeth Peabody. Miss Pcébody had read with
admiration Mr,. Hawthorne's short stories in the New England
ﬁaggzing.5h Her family was aghast that she would be so bold
as to visit the Hawthorne household, but Elizabeth usually did

about what she wanted to doj so their solitude was no barrier

51 Ibid., pe 4.

5 521hgulian Hawthorne, Nathaniel Hawthorne and His Wife,
y De .
53 Nathaniel Hawthorne, E Hotebooks, I, pp. 549-

550. Entry for December 25, 135%,
5% Louise Hall Tharp, The Peabody Sisters of Salem, p. 113.
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to her desire to become acquainted with BElizabeth Hawthorne--

a schoolmate. It was at this visit that Elizabeth Peabody
learned that the stories really were the work of Madam Haw-
thorne's son, She told Louisa Hawthorne: "If your brother can
write like that, he has no right to be idle.,"?% In a few
months Mr, Hawthorne sent a copy of Tuwice-Told Tales to his
literary admirer.55 Miss Peabody was very much pleased,

It was some time before Mr., Hawthorne and his sisters
called on the Peabodys. But the enthusiastic Elizabeth was
all aglow at having such visitors., She remembered Mr. Haw-
thorne that evening as being

very nicely dressed; but he looked, at first, almost

fierce with his determination not ﬁo betray his sen-

sitive shyness, which he always recognized as a weak-
ness, But as he became interested in conversation,

his nervousness passed away; and the beauty of the.

outline of his features, the pure complexion, the won=-

derful eyes, like mountain lakes reflecting %he sky,-
were quite in keeping with the Twice-Told Tales.57

Elizabeth was always wanting to be helpful; she tried to
arrange appointments where Hawthorne might meet Longfellow,
Holmes, and others who might be able to help him,58 Even after
Hawthorne refused her efforts, Elizabeth was not the woman to
give upj; she was not discouraged in trying to get a government

position for him where he could have little work to do and more

55 Ibid., p. 11%.
56 Ibid., p. 11k,

57 Julian Hawthorne, Nathaniel Hawthorne and His Wife,
I, pp- 178-179-
58 Loulse Hall Tharp, The Peabody Sisters of Salem,

P Y7
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time for writing, It is thought that through her influence

with George Baneroft, she got Hawthorne the position in the
Boston Custom House.59 Elizabeth was glad that a literary man
should be in polities. Elizabeth asserted her dominating charac-
ter vhen, in spite of Hawthorne's objectioné that he ¥mew not

the first thing about being a postmaster, she decided that he
mist be the Cambridge postmaster,60 She failed to bring it
about, but she did not give up.

As Hawthorne's vlsits to the Peabodys became more frequent,
neighborhood gossips decided he must be calling on Elizabeth
Peabody.61 But this could never be, for Elizabeth loved to
manage other people's affairs, and Hawthorne was quite capable
of managing his own., On one ocecasion when Hawthorne was in
Salem he stopped at the Peabodys to escort the Peabody sisters
to a literary meeting at the fashionable Miss Susan Burley's.62
Of course, Miss Burley was delighted with the young author's
presence,

Miss Peabody had begun to talk of Hawthorne in the literary
circles which she attended in Boston.63 She praised him to Mr.
Emerson, who had a good opinion of him, but had not -read his
works., Elizabeth had been doing mueh talking about Hawthorne,

59 Robert Cantwell, lathaniel Hawthorne, p. 290.
60 Louise Hall Tharp, op. cit., p. 125.

61 Ibid., p. 117.

62 Ibid.s p. 118.

63 Robert Cantwell, Nathaniel Hawthorme, p. 300.
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and when he appeared in society he appeared in her company.6”
It would be natural that people should talk of Hawthorne's and
Elizabeth Peabody's engagement.

After the Peabodys moved to Boston, Elizabeth opened a
bookshop.65 It was an excellent oney which specialized in for-
eign books, Elizabeth was happy as a bookseller. On Wednesdays
the bookstore hummed with feminine voices. Before Miss Margaret
Fuller would arrive for her "Conversations," the bookshop would
become a "Babel of talkers," as Hawthorne phrased it.

A radical thing happened when Miss Margaret Fuller and Miss
Elizabeth Peabody were asked to Jjoin a club composed of some in-
tellectual men of the day who discussed Frenchy German, and Eng-
lish philosophy.66 Both women believed in inquiring into things
and in revolting against conventional thinking; so they could
be classed as eligible,

Hawthorne frequented West Street in Boston quite often.67
To the outsider it would seem that he was going to see his pub-
lisher, Elizabeth Peabody, who had published his Grandfather's
Chair, A History for Youth, Famous 01d People and Liberty Iree;
but Sophia also lived at West Street, and her engagement to
Hawthorne was still unlmown to the outside world,8

uglf Louise Hall Tharp, The Peabody Sisters of Salem,
Pe -

65 Ibid., pp. 135-136.
66 Ibid., p. 139.
67 Ibid., p. 142,
68 Ibid., p. 142,
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It was at Miss Peabody's bookshop that the ardent social
reformers met in the evenings, Hawthorne listened to the ideas
of his Transcendentalist friends, and decided to cast his lot
with this experimental school, He had tried hardly four months
of this new life when he wrote Sophia: "SBuch a number of trouble-
some and intrusive people as there are in this thronged household
of ours! Thou and I must form other plans for ourselves."69

After Hawthorne's enthusiasm had given way, he left the
community, It was probably embarrassing to him that soon after
he left Brook Farm his sister-in-law, Elizabeth Peabody, pub-
lished an article in The Dial entitled "A Glimpse of Christ's
Ideal Society,"

Minds incapable of refinement will not be attracted

into this association, whoever is satisfied with

society as it is, whose sense of justice 1s not

wounded by its common action, institutions, spirit of

commerce, has no business wi%h this community- neither

has anyone who is willing to have other men, fneeding

more time for intellectual cultivation than himself)

give their best hours and strength and bodily labor,

to secure himself immunity therefrom. . . . Whoever

is willing to receive from his fellowmen that for

which he gives no eguivalent will stay away from its

precinets forever,?

After Hawthorne's marriage, his finaneial gains on his
writings came mostly in "promises."7l This fact irked Elizabeth,
who always seemed to want to rush in and take care of things.

She proposed that Hawthorne seek a government position, and

she put forth her efforts trying to get him positions even if

69 Ibid., p. 146.
70 Robert Cantwell, Nathaniel Hawthorne, p. 370.
71 ILouise Hall Tharp, The Peabody Sisters of Salem, p. 176.
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they were held by other people. "It is so much better not to
interfere," Sophia told Elizabeth, "Our hopes center now on
King Polk, Mr, Bancroft is at court and in favor,"72

Hawthorne sent Elizabeth Peabody a manuseript of "The Un-
pardonable Sin" in answer to her pleas.73 Elizabeth seems to
have been the kind of person who thought she possessed authentie
judgment; she expressed this attitude in her comment upon the
manuscript, which she said was "full of genius, but too gloomy."
She would like to read "something as great as well as more
cheerful,"7* Probably Hawthorne felt that these comments justi-
fied his hoping that his sister-in-law would not come back to
visit Salem for a long time.

Elizabeth knew genius, though, when she was confronted with
it. She talked about Hawthorne's writings and his promising
future to those who frequented her bookshop. ©She was interested
in him, but tactless in her interest. When Miss Peabody asked
Hawthorne how The Secarlet Letter would end, he told her that he
did not know.75 Elizabeth became indignant when the story ended
in tragedy, for she had wanted a happy ending.

Elizabeth was naturally a possessive person, She felt
that everybody needed her advice and her help, ©She was ever
commending Hawthorne to the notice of prominent people who might

72 Ibid., p. 177.
73 Ibid., p. 188,
7% Ibid., p. 188.
75 Ibid., p. 192.
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aid him. She was probably unaware that her possessive actions
infuriasted him, and, beslides,with Bophia's faith in him, he was

ble of taking care of himself. It was Hawthoras who 1Pank?y
told Elizabeth that God had not intended for her to marry. In
1855 he u“otc to Blizabeth from Liverpool in response to some

advice Sophia had received from her:

I sometimes feel aos if I ought . . . to endeavor to-

enlighten you as to the relation between husband

and wife, . . . But the conjugal relation 1s one

,nicz Coa never meant you to share, and which there-

re Ho apnarenuiv did not give you the instinet to-

a;dc ~stand; so there my labor would be lost.7
This must have stunned the vivacious, aflectionate Elizabeth,
but she had her bookshop to "occupy her mind."

After Sophia and Hathaniel moved to Liverpool, Elizabeth
vrote asking for money to help support her father and brother
and public causes,77 She had noticed in the papers hov many
ships arrived in Liverpool {ronm tna United States each year and
how much Hawthorne would receive from each ship. Elizabeth

figured out their income, but the papers were wrong about the

ct

mumber of ships, and their income was not so great as anticl-

pated. Hawthorne sent Hr. Peab ody mon ey but for Tlizabeth's

other pfajects she would have to find another source of donation.
Elizabeth. sent the menuscript of her anti- ery pampnlet

to Hawthorne while he was in Liverpool.78 The panmphlet vas re-~

turned without comment, and Elizabeth supposed that it was a

76 Hark Van Doren, Nathaniel Hawthorne, pp. 106-107.

"

77 ILouise Hall Tharp, The Peabody Sisters of Salem, p. 252.

d., p. 266,

}.-1 .

78 Ibid




mistake and sent it to him again, this reply

She received

her brother-in-law:

I read your menuscript abolition pamphlet, supposing
it to b@ 8 new prﬁdactloL and only discovered after-
vards - it vas the one I had sent dJpon ny .
word, not very goods; not worthy of lﬂ"'seat
thres across the oceani not so good as T sup=-
posed y wvould always write on a “ubj set in which
vour ﬁwhu and heart were interestsd. However, since
you make such a polﬁt of it, I 111 give 1t tc Sunhva

and tell her ¢ ction and return,’
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- As you have suggested d ping your correspondence
with Sophia, I hope you will take it in good part,
some‘remarks which I have often thought of making on
that subject. I eatirely differ from you in the idea
that such correspondence 1s essential to her peace of
mindy not but what she loves you deeply and sincerely
and truly enjoys 21l modes o healthv intercourse with
you. But it is a solemn itruth, that never in my
life knew her to receive z letter LLOM yvou without

turning pale, and . . .80
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Whether Sophia turned pale or not, Ll .zabeth was sure that

ought to know about conditions in her owm country.
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against the Hawthorne
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Pields. Who should
Blizabeth? She wrote

he "ought to make all

death Sophia found that a large debt

accounts had acecunulated at Ticknor and

come to Sophia's rescue but her sister
for an ~exD slanation from Flelds saying that

clear and bright in the

79 Ibid., p. 266,
80 Ibid., p. 286,
81 Ipid., ». 313.
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Fields explained that by verbal agreement the royalty on all
works since The Scarlet Letter had been reduced to ten per cent.
"It has an ugly look," Elizabeth told Fields. "I do not suppose
she will ever feel that affectionate confidence in your disin-
terested friendship that she once had," Blizabeth said,83

Elizabeth's interest in Sophia's cause proved beneficial,
When Fields found that Elizabeth had written George Putnam
about publishing Hawthorne's notebook material, he bought it,
giving Mrs. Hawthorne an advance in money.ah

Elizabeth just naturally enjoyed concerning herself with
other people's affairs, but she seems to have been somewhat
tactless in trying to forece her own opinions upon Hawthorne,
She was active in public life, being a lecturer, a promoter of
education, and a shopkeeper. Her active life, her interest in
other people's business, and her boldness irritated Hawthorne,
who seemed not to approve of a woman's wandering from the domes-

tic sphere.

Margaret Fuller
It seems that Hawthorne and Margaret Fuller clashed in
opinion before Margaret knew for what the initial "H" stood,85
When Hawthorne made a reply to an essay which Margaret had writ-
ten in the October issue of the Boston Daily Advertiser in 183k,

83 Ibid., p. 314%.
84+ Ibid., p. 31k,

82583Madeleine B, Stern, The Life of Margaret Fuller,
pp. 82-83.
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it was signed "H," It was a response which upheld Bancroft's
interprefation of Brutus, the subject which Miss Fuller had re-
futed in her article, After coming to the conclusion that the
article must have been written by a "big wig" in Salem, Margaret
remarked to her father that "perhaps it may be that young writer
by the name of Hawthorne whom Elizabeth Peabody mentioned to
Lydia Child., He lives in Salem. He must be a timeserver--
truckling to George Baneroft so indiseriminately,"86

Margaret Fuller was "an aggressive and high-spirited woman,
an incessant talker, with a long nose and a trick of constantly
blinking her eyas."87 She made Emerson laugh all the time, but
Hawthorne, who had become acquainted with her during her "Con-
versations” at Elizabeth Peabody's book store, said, "Would that
Margaret Fuller would hold her tongue!"aa

It is likely that Hawthorne came in contact with Margaret
quite frequently at the Peabody Book Store or at Transcendenta-
list meetings; however, he seems to have shunned opportunities
to meet her when he could decline., In November, 1840, he wrote
in his notebooks: "I was invited to dine at Mr. Bancroft's
yesterday, with Miss Margaret Fuller; but Providence had given
me some business to do, for which I was very thankful,"5?

Naturally Hawthorne became closer acquainted with Miss

86 Ibid., p. 83.
87 Robert Cantwell, Nathaniel Hawthorne, p. 352.
88 Ibid., p. 352.

89 Nathaniel Hawthorne, American Notebooks, p. 225. Entry
for November, 1841,
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Fuller after he lost his job at the Custom House, for he became

i3

affiliated with the Brook Farm experinent where she spent soue

J
of her time giving lectures., At the farm was a cow which had .
been named the "transcendentol heifer;™ it belonged to Miss
Fuller, Hawthorne recorded observations on the cow which
showed vhat was in his mind:

She is very fractious, I believe, and apt to kick

over the milk-pail. . . . Miss Fuller's cow hooks
the other cows, and has made herself ruler of the

.

herd, and behaves in a very tyrannical manner. . ., .

3

The herd has rebelled against the usurpation of Miss
Fuller's 1ﬂ1fﬁr° and, wvhenever they arec turned out of
the barn, she is compelled to take refuge wnder our
protection. . . . She is not an zmlabla covs but she
has a very iﬁtelligent face, and seems to be of 2 re-
flective cast of character. I doubt not that she Uill
soon percelve the expediency of being on good term
with the rest of the sisterhood.

This little spirited record along with the earlier note
could be taken as evidence that Hawthorne was contemptuous of
Hargaret and that his dislike constantly grew nuntil it sxpnloded

in passages in his notebools vhich were writien in Rome conme

years after Miss Fuller's death, But there is alsc evidence
that Hawthorne and Margaret respected each other's intellects.

The feeling of antagonism was probably mainly on Hawthorne's
sidey Miss Fuller's opinion of him seems to have been of the
ghaest. After Sophia told Margaret of her engsgement to Hs
thorne, Margaret congrstulated her by replying that "if ever I
saw a man who combined delicate tenderness to understand the

heart of 2 woman, with gquiet depth and manliiness enough to

90 Ibid., pp. 227-229. Eatry for April 1k-16, 1841,
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satisfy her, it is Mr, Hawthorne,"91

Margaret Fuller was on friendly terms with the Hawthornes.
She visited them often while they were living at the 01d Manse,
and Nathaniel recorded a long account of an afternoon spent in
her company that August. He was returning from Emerson's house
vhere he had taken a book which Margaret Fuller had left at his
house on her visit Saturday, when he came upon her reading in
Sleepy Hollow. He sat down beside her and they discussed "mat-
ters of high and low philosophy"--crows, children, mountains,
and the woods:

In the midst of our talk, we heard footsteps above

us, on the high bank; and while the person was still

hiéden among the trees, he called to Margaret, of

whom he had gotten a glimpse. Then he emerged from

the green shade, and, behold! it was Mr. Emerson.

e « « 1t being now nearly six o'clock, we separated,-=-

Margaret and Mr, Emerson towards his home, and I

towards mine, . . .92

Margaret had written to the Hawthornes suggesting to Sophia
her plan to have Ellery and Ellen Channing move in at the 01l1d
Manse.?3 Ellen Channing was Margaret's sister, Sophia's ideas
were not altogether unfavorable to the plan, but she left Haw-
thorne the responsibility of decision., Hawthorne replied at
once by letter that "my conclusion is that the comfort of both

parties would be put in great jeopardy."9h He meant nothing

" 1131 Mason Wade, Margaret Fuller: Whetstone of Genius,

92 Nathaniel Hawthorne, American lotebooks, p. 307.
Entry for August 22, 1842,

2523 Julian Hawthorne, Nathaniel Hawthorne and His Wife, I,
p. -

91*' M"’ Pe 2530
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against Mr. and Mrs., Channing, but "had it been proposed to

Adam and Eve to receive two angels into their Paradise, as
boarders, I doubt whether they would have been altogether pleased
to consent." The host and hostess could no longer live their
natural lives, and all "four would have been involved in an un-
natural relation,--which the whole system of boarding out es-
sentially and inevitably is." Hawthorne managed the problem
tactfully when he ended the letter by saying:

Sophia wished me to writej and as it was myself that

made the objections, it seemed no more than just that

I should assume the office of stating them to you.

There is nobody to whom I would more willingly speak

ny mind, because I can be certain of being thoroughly

understood. I would say more,--but here is the bot-

tom of the page.9%

Margaret was an active lady in the Boston world. Soon
after her Woman in the Nineteenth Century was published, the
Hawthornes wrote her a letter about 1t.96 Iater in her ac-
counts she wrote of Hawthorne: "I feel more like a sister to
Hawthorne, or rather more that he might be a brother to me, than
ever with any man before., Yet with him it is, though sweet,
not deep kindred; at least, not deep as yet,"97

Sophia Hawthorne expressed herself on the subject of
Woman's Rights in a letter to her mother as follows:

What do you think of the speech which Queen Margaret

Fuller has made from the throne? It seems to me that

if she were married truly, she would no longer be
puzzled about the rights of woman., This is the

95 Ibid., pp. 255-256.

96 Mason Wade, Margaret Fuller: Whetstone of Cenius, p. 112,
97 1Ibid., p. 113.
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revelation of woman's true destiny and place, which
never can be imagined by those who do not experience
the relation. . . « Had there never been false and
profane marriages, there would not only be no commo=-
tion about woman's rights, but it would be Heaven
here at once. Even before I was married, however, I
could never feel the slightest interest in this move-
ment. It then seemed to me that each woman cculd make
her own sphere quietly, and also it was always a
shock to me to have women mount the rostrum. Home,

I think, is the great arena for women, and there, I
am sure, she can wield a power which no king or con-
queror can cope with, I do not believe any man who
ever knew one noble woman would ever speak as if she
were an inferior in any sense: 1t is the fault of
ignogls woman that there is any such opinion in the
world., :

The preceding letter evidently contains Hawthorne's exact thoughts
concerning the Woman's Rights Movement.

There seems to be no further allusion to Margaret Fuller
in the American or English notebooks exeept a written passage
regarding Margaret's character and career, While Hawthorne
was in Rome, he came across some facts regarding her marriage

and wrote of them:

Mr. Mozier knew Margaret well, she having been an
intimate of his during part of her residence in

Italy. « + « He says that the Ossoll family, though
technically noble, is really of no rank whatever.

« « o« He was the ﬁandsomest man that Mr, Mozier ever
saw, but entirely ignorant, even of his own language;
scarcely able to read at alljy destitute of all manners
-=in short, half an idiot, and without any pretensions
to be a gentleman, . . +» He could not possibly have
had the least appreciation of Margaret; and the won-
der is, what attraction she found in this boor, this
man wi%hout the intellectual spark--she that had
always shown such cruel and bitter scorn of intel-
lectual deficiency,99

g 925 Julian Hawthorne, Nathaniel Hawthorne and His Wife,
sy Pe 257

99 Ibid., p. 259,
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Hawthorne knew Margaret as one who "had a strong and coarse
nature, which she had done her utmost to refine, with infinite
pains; but of course it could be only superficially changed."loo
Hawthorne wrote that it was his experience that Margaret had
"not left in the hearts and minds of those who knew her any
deep witness of her integrity and purity." Hawthorne added
that Mr., Mozier remarked "that Margaret had quite lost all power
of literary production before she left Rome," It seemed that a
"total collapse™ had appeared "in poor Margaret, morally and
intellectually,"101l In Hawthorne's opinion there never was such
a tragedy as Margaret Fuller's story:

It was such an awful joke, that she should have re-

solved--in all sincerity, no doubt--to make herself

the greatest, wisest, best woman of the age. . .

But she was not working on an inanimate substance

like marble or clay; there was something within her

that she could not possibly come at, to recreate or

refine it; and, by and by, this rude, old potency be-

stirred itself, and undid all her laﬂor in the twink-

ling of an eye. On the whole, I do not know but I

like her the better for it; because she proved her-

self a very woman after all, and fell as the weakest

of her sisters might,102

Margaret's friends were appalled at Hawthorne's attack on
a dead friend. In The Literary World Margaret's nephew, Fred-
erick T, Fuller, refuted many of the details of Hawthorne's pas-

sage from the Italian notebooks, 103

100 Ibid., p. 261.
101 Ibid., p. 261.
102 Ibid., pp. 261-262,

103,‘;03 Mason Wade, Margaret Fuller: Whetstone of Genius,
pt .
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The editors of The Literary World stated in the issue which
contained Frederick Fuller's rejoinder the following:

The fact is that both Hawthorne and Margaret Fuller

were in some respects abnormal and unhealthy growths

of their kind. . . « The genius of each ran into ec-

centricities, and when eccentricities meet they

clash, o . »

However true the delineation may be, she suffers from
the making of it rather less than he,

We do not think anyone reading any of the memoirs of

Margaret Fuller would derive from them the impression

that she was a woman of unmixed loveliness,l

Perhaps there were qualities about Margaret Fuller which
Hawthorne disliked. Maybe her frank expression of her thoughts,
her egotism, her interest in the rights of women grated on his
nerves. Whatever it was it seems definite that the antagonism

came as a result of his conscious dislike of intellectual women.

Women Novelists
It was in 1850 that feminine fiction began to appear

voluminously, and it was being bought by men as well as by
women,105 It might be said, but not without reservation, that
Hawthorne did not care for literary women, He seemed to dis-
like all intellectual women and judged them unfit for author-
ships "'There is a delicacy . . . that perceives, or fancies,
a sort of impropriety in the display of woman's natal mind to
the gaze of the wurld.'“1°6 Even though Hawthorne disapproved

10% Ibid., p. 284,
105 Fred Lewis Pattee, The Feminine Fif 5 Pe 92s

0%06 Mason Wade, Margaret Fuller: Whetstone of Genius,
pe. 100,
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of female writers in general, there were some whom he tolerated
and whose intellect he admired.

Sophia expressed her concern of Hawthorne's attitude toward
brilliant women when she wrote to her sister Elizabeth:

He said of Helen Barstow, that he thought she was not
natural; but he expresse& a sense of her brilliant
powers, her wit and acuteness, and then said he thought
'women were always jealous of such a kind of remarka-
bility' (that was his word) 'in their own sex,' and
endeavored to deprecate it. I wonder what has given
him such a horrid opinion of us women.

Julian Hawthorne recalls that among the earliest visitors
to arrive in West Newton to visit Mr., Hawthorne was

Grace Greenwood, wading energetically to our door
through the December snow., She was one of the first,
if not the first, of the tribe of women correspond-
ents; she had la{ely returned, I think, from England
and the volume of her letters from that strange coun%ry
was in everybody's hands,lO

Grace Greenwood had a gift for expression and description in her
writings which reflected the ability of personal conversation in
its happy, individual author., Julian further says:

What she accomplished when she embarked, full-sailed,

upon the topic of The Scarlet Letter and The House
of the Seven Gables may be pictured to themselves

by persons endowed with the rudiments of imagination,
» » « Mortal language reeled and creaked under the
strain of giving form to her admirationj but it was
so honest and well meant that it could not but give
pleasure even in the midst of bewilderment. My
father bowed his head with a painful smile; but I
dare say it did him good when the ordeal was over,109

From the English notebooks comes Hawthorne's account of a

107 Julian Hawthorne, Nathaniel Hawthorne and His Wife,
I, p. 193.

108 Julian Hawthorne, Hawthorne and His Circle, p. 45.
109 Ibid., pp. 45-u6.
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visit from a bold English woman:

Yesterday, in the forenoon, I received a note, and
shortly a%terwards a call at the Consulate, from Miss
H___, whom I apprehend to be a lady of literary tend-
encies, She said that Miss L, had promised her an
introduction, but that, happening to pass through
Liverpool, she had snatched the opportunity to make
my acquaintance, ©She seems to be a2 mature lady
rather plain, but with an honest and 1nte111gen%
face. It was rather a singular freedom, methinks,

to come down upon a perfect stranger in this way,--
to sit with him in his private office an hour or two,
and then walk about the streets with him as she didj
for T did the honors of Liverpool, and showed her the
public buildings. Her talk was sensible, but not
partieunlarly brilliant nor interesting; a good, solid
personage, physically and intellectually. She is an
English woman,110

While Hawthorne was in Liverpool he wrote his publisher,
Mr, Ticknor, in 1855, that "he was inclined to abandon fiction
writing because of literary conditions in America,"11ll Vehe-

mently he said:

America 1s now wholly given over to a 4 d mob of
scribbling women, and I should have no chance while
the publiec taste is occupled with their trash--and
should be ashamed of myself if I did succeed. What
is the mystery of these innumerable editions of The
Lamplighter, and other books neither better nor
worse? Worse they could not be, and better the{ need
not be, when they sell by the hundred thousand,ll2

Hawthorne was quite perturbed about conditions in his
native land, but it is strange that in another letter to his
publisher, he applauds the most emotional female writer, "Fanmny

Fern':

110 HNathaniel Hawthorne, English Notebooks, I, p. 432.
Entry for August 24%, 1853.

111 Fred Lewis Pattee, The Feminine Fifties, p. 110,
112 Ibid., p. 110,
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In my last, I recollect, I bestowed some vituperation
on female authors, I have since been reading Ruth
Hall; and I must say I enjoyed it a good deal, The
woman writes as if the Devil was in herj and that is
the only condition under which a woman ever writes
anything worth reading, Generally women write like
emasculated men, and are only to be distinguished
from male authors by greater feebleness and folly;
but when they throw off the restraints of decency
and come before the publiec stark naked, as it were--
then their books are sure to possess character and
value., Can you tell me anything about this Fanny
Fern? 1If you meet her, I wish you would let her know
how much I admire her,113

There was another literary lady whom he admired., While

Hawthorne was in England, he was invited to dine with Mr. and

Mrs, Hall, After dinner, Hawthorne said he did not converse
with Mrs. Hall a great deal,

but enough to make me think her a genuine and good
woman, unspoilt by a literary career, and retaining
more sentiment than even most girls keep beyond seven-
teen., She told me that it had been the dream of her
life to see Longfellow and myself! . . . Her dream

is half accomplished now, and, as they say Longfel=-
low 1s coming over thiﬁ summer, the remainder may
soon be rounded out,ll

There was also Miss Delia Bacon, who had corresponded with

Hawthorne concerning her unpublished book about Shakespeara.115

Of his visit with her in Sussex Gardens, he said:

I had expected (the more shame for me, having no
other ground of such expectation than that she was
a literary woman) to see a very homely, uncouth,
elderly personage, and was quite agreeably disap-
pointed by her aspect,l16

238.

I13 . Ihidss pe 111,

114 Nathaniel Hawthorne, English Notebooks, II, pp. 237~
Entry for April 8, 1856. T

115 Nathaniel Hawthorne, Qur 014 Home, pp. 129-147,
116 Ibid., p. 130.
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He listened while she talked about Shakespeare and Bacon.
Hawthorne probably kept his tongue in his cheek when he

thought of Mrs. Anna Jameson, author of a little library of

writings on Italian art, Julian Hawthorne said that

she spoke very highly of Hawthorne's books, and she
had a motherly way of holding his hand in ﬁers when
he took leave of her, and looking maternally in his
face, which made him somewhat uneasy. "Were we to
meet often," he remarked, "I should be a little
afraid of her embracing me outright--a thing to be
grateful for, but by no means to be glad ofi"117

While Hawthorne was in Rome he and his family visited Miss
Fredrika Bremer, novelist of Sweden, whom he had met in Lenox,118
She had written of Hawthorne in her book of travels. One even-
ing she accompanied the Hawthorne family to see the famous prec-

ipice of the Tarpeian Rock.

At parting, wrote Mr. Hawthorne, she kissed my wife
most affec%ionately on each cheek, 'because,’ she said,
'you look so sweetly;' and then she turned towards
myself, I was in a state of some little tremor, not
knowing what might be about to befall mey, but she
merely pressed my hand, and we parted, probably never
to meet again., God bless her good heart, and every
inch of her little body, not forgetting her red nose,
big as it i1s in proportion to the rest of her! She
is a most amiable little woman, worthy to be the
maiden aunt of the whole human race.ll9

Although these quotations give differing surface opinions
as to Hawthorne's attitude toward the women novelists of his
time, Sophia Hawthorne has left the truth of his convictions,
When she was asked to write the biography of her husband, she

117 Julian Hawthorne, Hawthorne and His Cirecle, p. 319.
118 Ibid., p. 316.
119 Ibid., p. 318.
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Chapter IV
HAWTHORNE'S VIEWS OF WOMEN AS REVEALED IN HIS NOTEBOOKS

Hawthorne's notebooks are among his most interesting works
because they record his minute observations of people, places,
and incidents.l In the notebooks he also jotted down little
philosophies and ideas for stories. For this particular study
of Hawthorne, the notebooks provide an insight into his views
of women, He has recorded many characteristies and qualities
of the women whom he has observed in his travels in New England
and Europe. His opinion may be an impulsive one of the moment,
or it may be based on an observation which has been colored by
a premeditated thought. Still the notebooks reveal something
of the ideas of Hawthorne and his attitude toward the female
sex.

Sometimes Hawthorne sﬁoke lightly of the vanities of women,
In his American Notebooks he recalled such items as this:

Mrs, sy & recent bride, shed tears when Mr. Brazer, preaching

on the comet, told his congregation that those now living would

probably not witness its reappearance.2 Hawthorne said, "Poor

1 Nathaniel Hawthorne, Ame English lotebooks.
Our 01d Home, which was wri%ten from the English notes, is in-

cluded in the English Notebooks, I.

2 Nathaniel Hawthorne, American Notebooks, p. 25. Entry
for October 17, 1835.
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soul! she would be contented to dwell in earthly love to all
eternityt"3 Or this: "A woman tempted to be false to her hus-
band, apparently through mere vhim,"* or again, he visited
General Knox's old mansion and recalled that his wife was a
"haughty English lady., She was a woman of violent passions,
and so proud an aristoerat, that, as long as she lived, she
would never enter any house in the town except her own."?

Hawthorne made many occasional observations. In his trav-
els he met many wayfarers who were. the objects of his casual
comments: "Once two women in a cart,--decent, brown-visaged,
country matrons,"6 Again:

There was a fat woman, a stage passenger to-day,-a

wonder how she could possibly get through the door,

which seemed not so wide as she, When she put her

foot on the step, the stage gave a great lurch, she

joking all the while. A great, coarse, red-faced dame.?
Hawthorne deseribed a forty-year-old woman who was accused of
stealing as a "yellow, thin, and battered old thing, yet rather
country-lady~like in aspect and manners."8 He recalled seeing
-a young Frenchwoman, with a baby in her arms, "smiling, and
looking pretty and happy."? He commented on his friend's wife,

Mrs. Thaxter, as being not "more than eighteen years old, very

Ibid., p. 25.

Ibid., p. 4¥3. Entry for October 25, 1836.
Ibid., p. 82. Entry for August 12, 1837.
Ibid., p. 135. Entry for July 26, 1838.
Ibid., p. 152. Entry for August 11, 1838,
Ibid., p. 166. Entry for August 15, 1838.
Ibid., p. 53. Entry for July 9, 1837.
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pretty, and with the manners of a lady,--not prim and precise,
but with enough of freedom and ease."10

Hawthorne observed the "pretty and modest-~looking young
women," who lived in the Irish shanties,1l Of all the trials
of theilr situation, they seemed "to have kept up the distine-
tion between vi?tue and vicej those who can claim the former
will not associate with the latter,"12 |

On a return journey from Augusta, Maine, Hawthorne stopped
at a boarding-house tavern where he "talked with everybody: to
Mrs. T
of fun,

s Bood sense, to Mary, good sense; with a mixture

to Mrs, G____, sentiment, romance, and nonsense,"13
He even admitted that a flirtation sprang up between him and the
"frank, free, mirthful daughter of the landlady,"l* It was an
infatuation which made them both feel rather melancholy when
they parted.,

Hawthorne put down his recollections of a big Fourth of
July celebration, He remembered the beautiful moon by which

the girls all look beautiful and fairy-like in it,
not exactly distinet, nor yet dim, The different
characters of female countenances during the day
--mirthful and mischievous, slyly humorous, stupid,
looking genteel generally, but when they speak often
betraying plebeianism by %he tones of their voices.
Two girls are very tired,--one a paley thin, lan-
quid-looking ecreature; tﬁe other plump, rosy, rather

10 Ibid., p. 415. Entry for September 4, 1852,
11 Ibid., p. 61. Entry for July 15, 1837.

12 Ibid., p. 62.

13 Ibid., p. 80. Entry for August 12, 1837,

14+ Ibid.,.p. 80.
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overburdened with her own little body.15

It seems that Hawthorne enjoyed female company and was glad

to have women in his presence. On one of his visits in Maine,

he wrote in his notebook:

Of female society I see nothing. The only petticoat
that comes within our premises appertains to Naney,
the pretty, dark-eyed maid-servant of Ehe man who
lives in the other part of the house.l

Hawthorne recorded his impressions of English women in the

English Notebooks. Despite his only five years of residence in

England, his observations on English women were more numerous

than those on American women. In commenting on English women

he often gave his ideas of American women by contfasting them

with one another, He spoke of the English women frankly, and

the characterizations of the English women are sometimes star-

tling. He must have shocked all England when he wrote the fol=-

lowing powerful description of English womens:

I have heard a good deal of the tenacity with which
English ladies retain their personal beauty to a
late period of life; but (not to suggest that an
American eye needs use and cultivation before it

can quite appreciate the charm of English beauty

at any age) it strikes me that an English lady of
fifty is apt to become a creature less refined and
delicate, so far as her physique goes, than anything
that we Western people class under the name of woman.
She has an awful ponderosity of frame, not pulpy,
like the looser development of our few fat women,
but massive with solid beef and streaky tallow; so
that (though struggling manfully against the idea)
you inevitably think of her as made up of steaks and
sirloins., . . « She imposes awe and respect by the
muchness of her personality, to such a degree that
you probably credit her with far greater moral and

15 Ibid., p. 118. Entry for July 4, 1838,
16 Ibid., p. 56. Entry for July 11, 1837.
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intellectual force than she can fairly claim, Her
visage is usually grim and stern, seldom positively
forbidding, yet calmly terrible, not merely by its
breadth and weight of feature, but because it seems
to express so much well-founded self-reliance, such
acquaintance with the world, its toils, troubles

and dangers, and such sturdy capacity %or trampling
down a foe, . « « ©She certainly looks tenfold--

nay, a hundred-fold--better able to take care of her-
self than our slender-framed and haggard womankindj
but I have not found reason to suppose that the Eng-
lish dowager of fifty has actually greater courage,
fortitude, and strength of character than our women
of similar age, or even a tougher physical endurance
than they, Morally, she is strong, I suspect, only
in society, and in %he common routine of social af-
fairs, and would be found powerless and timid in any
exceptional strait that might eall for energy outside
of the conventionalities amid which she has grown up.

You can meet this figure in the street, and live, and
even smile at the recollection. But conceive of her
in a ball-room, with the bare, brawny arms that she
invariably displays there, and all the other corre-
sponding development, such as is beautiful in the
maiden blossom, but a spectacle to howl at in such an
over-blown cabﬁage-rose as this.

Yet, somewhere in this enormous bulk there must be
hidden the modest, slender, violet-nature of a girl,
whom an alien mass of earthliness has unkindly over-
growmj for an English malden in her teens, though
very seldom so pretty as our own damsels, possesses,
to say the truth, a certain charm of half-blossom
and delicately folded leaves, and tender womanhooé
shielded by maidenly reserves, with which, somehow
or other, our American girls often fail to adorn
themselves during an appreciable moment. It is a
pity that the English violet should grow into such an
outrageously developed peony as I have attempted to
describe, 17

The following passage is a continued study of the corpu-
lent female, As Hawthorne was about to depart from the
Leicester Hospital, he observed that

another old woman, very plainly dressed, but fat,
comfortable, and with a cheerful twinkle in her

17 Nathaniel Hawthorne, Our 01d Home, pp. 66-68.



eyes, came in through the arch, and looked curiously
at me, This repeated apparition of the gentle sex
(though by no means under its loveliest guise) had
still an agreeable effect in modifying my ideas of
an institution which I hgd supposed to be of a stern
and monastic character,l

She invited Hawthorne to visit the apartment occupied by her
ex-soldier husband and herself., The couple seemed glad to
have somebody to talk with,

but the good woman availed herself of the privilege
far more copiously than the veteran himself, insomuch
that he felt it expedient to give her an occasional
nudge with his elbow in her well-padded ribs. "Don't
you be so talkativel" quoth he; and, indeed, he could
hardly find space for a word, and quite as little
after his admonition as before. Her nimble tongue
ran over the whole system of 1ife in the hospital,l9

Hawthorne thought that the "good dame" considered herself in

"yery rich clover" because of her bold character, but her hus-

band undoubtedly derived far less pleasure from her overbearing

spirit.

In describing a Captain's wife, Hawthorne says that she is

an inconceivably tall woman,--taller than he,--six
feet, at leasty, and with a well-proportioned large-
ness in all respects, but looks kind and good, gentle,
smiling,--and almost any other woman might sit 1ike

a baby on her lap, She does not look at all awful
and belligerent, like the massive English women one
often sees. You at once feel her to be a benevolent
giantessy, and apprehend no harm from her, ©She is a
lady, ana perfectly well mannered, but with a sort of
naturalness and simplieity that becomes herj; for any
the slightest affectation would be so magnified in
her vast personality that it would be absolutely the
height of the ridiculous.20

18 Ibid., p. 97.
19 Ibid., pp. 97-98.

20 HNathaniel Hawthorne, English HNote s II, p. 289,
Entry for May 2%, 1856,
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Through Hawthorne's descriptive power he was able to in-
dividualize women with a touch: "the comely, rather than pretty,
English girls, with their deep, healthy bloom, which an Ameri-
can taste 1s apt to deem fitter for a millmaid than for a lady."2l
In speaking of the landlady of the American Hotel in Liverpool,
England, Hawthorne said that she was "a round, rosy, comfortable-
looking English dame of fifty or thereabouts., I liked the woman
very well, with her shrewd, good-humored, worldly, kindly dis-
position,"22

At a friend's home in London, Hawthorne was introduced to

Mrs, Newton Crosland,--a rather tall, thin, pale,.

and lady-like person, looking, I thought, of a sen-

sitive character, She expressed in a low tone and

quiet way great delight at seeing my distinguished

self! for she is a vast admirer of "The Scarlet Let-

ter" and especially of -the character of Hester; in-

deed, I remember seeing a most favorable criticism

of the book from her pen, in one of the London maga-
zines,23

Hawthorne related the sordid conditions in the slums of
England, He saw "women with young figures, but old, wrinkled,
yellow faces, tanned and blear-eyed with the smoke.“ai+ Here
he saw them sitting on their doorsteps fondling their unwashed
babies, but Hawthorne could see that "motherhood, in these dark
abodes, is strangely identical with what we have all known it
to be in the happiest homes."25 It was sad and yet amusing to

21 Nathaniel Hawthorne, Our 01d Home, p. 65.
22 Ibid., p. W48,

23 Nathaniel Hawthorne, English Notebooks, II, p. 205.
Entry for March 25, 1856, ; £

24 Nathaniel Hawthorne, Qur 014 Home, p. 332.
25 M'! p' 332-
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Hawthorne to hear a thin and ragged mother "priding herself on
the pretty ways of her ragged and skinny infant, just as a young
matron might, when she invites her lady friends to admire her
plump, white-robed darling in the nursery,"26 Hawthorne could
feel that womanly characteristics were still in these poor souls,
He gives these women general womanly characteristics of

chatting with prodigious earnestness about intangible
trifles, laughing for a little jest, sympathizing at
almost %he same instant with one neighbor's sunshine
and another's shadow; wise, simple, sly, and patient,
yet easily perturbed, and ﬁreaking into small feminine
ebullitions of spite, wrath, and jealousy, tornadoes
of a moment, such as vary the social atmosphere of
her silken-SKirted sisters, though smothared into
propriety by dint of a well-bred habit,2

Hawthorne delighted in showing just how rough and rude the
poorer class women were, He remembered having seen

a woman meet a man in the street, and, for no rea-
son perceptible to me, suddenly clutcﬁ him by the

hair and cuff his ears,--an infliction which he bore
with exemplary patience, only snatching the very ear-
liest opportunity to take to his heels. Where a sharp
tongue will not serve the purpose, they trust to the
sharpness of their finger-nails, or incarnate a whole
vocabulary of vituperative words in a resoundinﬁ

slap, or the downright blow of a doubled fist.2

Hawthorne was satisfied that the "belligerent propensities" of
the English ladies were kept in control by the rigorous rules
of society. And another word about the large English women:
Hawthorne thought it would require "a vast deal of refinement

to spiritualize their large physical endowments,."29 He observed

26 Iid., vy 332,
27 Ibld., p. 333.
28 Ibid., p. 334.
29 -Ibid., p. 334%.
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that their hardihood and strength were the result of their
living "mostly in the open air, amid the coarsest kind of com-
panionship and occupation," which helps them to "ecarry on the
intercourse of life with a freedom unknown to any class of Ameri-
can females, though still, I am resolved to think, compatible
with a generous breadth of natural prOpriety."3°

Hawthorne made an observation at the ferry-room where there

was a small, thin, anxious-looking woman, with a
bundle, seeming in rather poor circumstances, but
decently dressed, and eying other women, I thought,
with an expression of slight ill-will and distrust;
also an elderly, stout, gray-haired woman, of re-
spectable aspect, and two young lady-like persons,
quite pretty, one of whom was reading a shilling
volume of James's "Arabella Stuart," They talked to
one another with that up-and-down intonation which
English ladies practise, and which strikes an unac-
customed ear as rather affected, especially in women
of size and mass.31

Hawthorne remarked that it was quite different from an American
lady's mode of talking.

Hawthorne detected that

th2 English women of the lower classes have a grace of

their own, not seen in each individual, but neverthe-

less belonging to their order, which is not to be

found in American women of the corresponding class,32
He described the naturalness and charm of a servant-girl who was
put into the witness-box in the police court., He spoke of

her tones, her gestures, her look, her way of speaking

and what she said, being so appropriate and natural in
a girl of that class; nothing affected; no proper grace

30 Ibid., p. 33%.

31 HNathaniel Hawthorne, E Noteboo I, pp. 473~
474, Entry for December 13,’1325. 5

32 Ibid., p. 576. Entry for June 2, 1855.
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thrown away by attempting to appear lady-like,-=-
which an American girl would have attempted,--and
she would also have succeeded in a certain éegree.33

Hawthorne believed that each class should keep within itself, a
practice which would make each more respectable, .

According to Hawthorne the American women had more feminine
beauty than the English country women. After witnessing a cur-
ious amusement called "Kissing in the Ring," Hawthorne observed
that the girls all looked homely to him,

They seemed to be country-lasses, of sturdy and
wholesome aspect, with coarse-grained, cabbage-rosy
cheeks, and, I am willing to suppose, a stout texture
of moral principle, such as would bear a good deal of
rough usage without suffering much detriment, But
how unlike the trim little damsels of my native land!
I desire above all things to be courteous; but, since
the plain truth must be told, the soil and climate of
England produce feminine beauty as rarely as they do
delicate fruit; and though admirable specimens of
both are to be met with, they are the hot-house amel~-
iorations of refined society, and apt, moreover, to
relapse into the coarseness of the original stoelk, 3%

But sometimes Hawthorne noticed a "certain gracefulness" among
the younger women who possessed a natural charm, unaffected,
not imitated., Hawthorne admired this kind of beauty which

1s probably vanishing out of the world, and will cer-
tainly never be found in America, where all the girls,
whether daughters of the upper-tendons, the mediocrity,
the cottage, or the kennel, aim at one standard of
dress and deportment, seldom accomplishing a per-
fectly triumphant hit or an utterly absurd failure,
Those words, "genteel" and "ladylike," are terrible
ones, and do us infinite mischief, but it is because
(at least, I hope so) we are in a transition state

and shall emerge into a higher mode of simplicity ihan
has ever been known to past ages.35

33 Ibid., p. 576.
3% Nathaniel Hawthorne, Our 0ld Home, pp. 284-285,
35 Ibid., pp. 335-336.
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Hawthorne was by no means blind to the charms of an at-
tractive woman., He gave an exact description of a young lady
who sat across the table from him at the Lord Mayor's dinner
in London, Her pure and fine complexion, black hair, and beau-
tiful features attracted Hawthorne's eyes.

She was slender and youthful, and yet had a stately
and cold, though soft and womanly graces and, looking
at her, 1 sav what were the wives of the old patri-
archs in their maiden or early-married days,--what
Judith was, for, womanly as she looked, I doubt not
she could have slain a man in a just cause,--what
Bathsheba was, only she seemed to have no sin in her,
--perhaps wha% Eve was, though one could hardly think
her weak enough to eat the apple., . . . Whether owing
to distinctness of race, my sense that she was a
Jewess, or whatever else, I felt a sort of repugnance,
simaltaneously witg my perception that she was an ad-
mirable creature.3

Hawthorne admired the finer qualities of womanhood such as
quietness, gentleness, sweetness, sincerity, and good manners.
In assessing personal qualities to women whom he came in con-
tact with, he notices these characteristies over and over again.
Hawthorne met the famous Jenny Lind while he was in London and
recorded his impressions of her:

Jenny Lind is rather tall,--quite tall, for a woman,
-=-certainly no beauty, but with sense and self-reli-
ance in her aspect and manners. ©She was suffering
under a severe cold, and seemed worn down besides, so
probably I saw her under disadvantages. Her conver-
sation 1s quite simple, and I should have great faith
in her sincerity; and there is about her the manner of
a person who lnows the world, and has conquered it,

« « « Her conversational voice 1s an agreeable one,
rather deep, and not particularly smooth.37

36 Nathaniel Hawthorne, English Notebooks, II, p. 239.
Entry for April 8, 1856,

37 Ibid., p. 318, Entry for July 9, 1856.
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Jenny Lind talked of the ill-health of American women, but Haw-
thorne opposed this view. He thought the women of England "as
generally out of health as those of Americaj; always something
has gone wrong with themj; and as for Jenny Lind, she looks wan
and worn enough to be an American herself.“38.

At dinner one evening in London, Hawthorne sat.by a Mrs,
M who was "of noble blood, and therefore not snobbishy-=-

quite unaffected, gentle, sweet, and easy to get on with, re-
minding me of the best-mannered American women,"39

Hawthorne felt quite at ease with Elizabeth Barrett Brown-
ing., He commented favorably on their conversation,

for she is of that quickly appreciative and respon-

sive order of women with whom I e¢an talk more freely

than with any manj and she has, besides, her own

P T e G

y T

He liked her very much although he could not understand how "so
fine a spirit as hers could be stirred about Spiritualism."ul

By the tone of the language which Hawthorne used one might
conclude from the passages in the American and English Notebooks
that he favored the natural simplicity of women who possessed
sweet, kind, and modest ways. It 1s clear that the coarse,
rowdy, forward woman was repulsive and irritating to Hawthorne's
sensitive nature,

The evidence of the notebooks is not what might have been

36 Ibid., pp. 318-319.

39 Ibid., p. 321. Entry for July 10, 1856,
40 Ibid., p. 327. Entry for July 13, 18%56.
%1 Ibid., p. 327.
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expected. Although Hawthorne described physical characteristics
of women in his notebooks, he very sparingly made comments on
what he considered woman's proper place in educational and intel-
lectual activities., He made the following statement about an
English literary woman who came to visit him at Liverpool: "Her
talk was sensible, but not particularly brilliant nor interest-
ing; a good, solid personage, physically and intellectually, "2
He commented on a Mrs, Hall in England who was a literary lady
"unspoilt by a literary career."t3 Aside from these incidents
his emphasis was more on the physical and social characteristics

of women than on their intellectual aspirations and activities,

42 Nathaniel Hawthorne, English Note I, p. 432,
Entry for August 24, 1853. § ‘i

43 Nathaniel Hawthorne, English HNoteboo 1Ty D 237.
Entry for April 8, 1856, i ' 3



Chapter V
HAWTHORNE'S FEMINIST IDEAS AS REVEALED IN HIS WRITINGS

To Hawthorne, the secret of woman's power was not in her
intellectual ability and activities. He could never bring him-
self to believe in intellectual women, He could never praise
any woman he considered, from Mrs, Hutchinson on, if her mind
had triumphed over her femininity. Amy Louise Reed points out
the following:

In "Mrs, Hutchinson," an early sketch, Hawthorne de-
plores the entry of woman into the profession of author-
ship on the ground that “there is a delicacy--that
perceives, or fancies, a sort of impropriety in the
display of woman's na%al mind to the gaze of the

world, with indications by which its inmost secrets

may be searched out." If she possesses genius and
obeys its promptings, she must realize that she does

so at a great price-- "relinquishing a part of the
loveliness of her sex."l

Miss Jane Lundblad makes the observation that it was an
audacious undertaking for Hawthorne "to introduce these beau-
tiful, intelligent, and passionate women, conscious of their
own superiority, into the American literature of the eighteen

fifties "2

1 Amy Louise Reed, "Self-Portraiture in the Works of
Nathaniel Hawthorne," Studies in Philology, XXIII (January,
1926) 9 '+O-9~|-‘

2 Jane Lundblad, Nathaniel Hawthorne and European Literary
Iradition, p. 165.
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Hester, in The Scarlet Letter, Zenobia in The Blithedale
Romance, and Miriam in The Marble Faun are beautiful and intel-
ligent, and they are zealous in advocating the rights of their
SeX.

In his introduction to Hawthorne's Notebooks, Randall
Stewart points out that Hester, Zenobia, and Miriam are marked
in similarity for their physical appearance as well as for their
mental traits.3 They are the women in Hawthorne's stories who
have a "marked intellectual ability."

Hester, in the solitude of her cottage, enjoyed 'a

freedom of speculation', . . . With the future im-

provement of the world, Hester was hopeful that 'the

whole relations between man and woman' would be estab-

lished 'on a surer ground of mutual happiness.'

Zenobia 'made no scruple of oversetting all human

institutions, and scattering them as with a breeze

from her fan,' She was ready to take an active part

'in behalf of woman's wider liberty'. . . . Miriam,

likewise, is a woman of independent and subversive

thought, which is cﬁptrasted with the simple, trusting
orthodoxy of Hilda,

The women whose personalities are characterized by Randall
Stewart's term, "exotic richness," are portrayed vividly by
Hawthorne. They are outstanding. They make a name for them-
selves in fiction just as Hawthorne knew that some women of his
time were trying to make a name for themselves in the world of
reality. At this time women were struggling heroically to be-
come loosed from the bonds which had held them down, Hawthorne

did not believe that women should be emancipated from their

8 1x3 Randall Stewart, Introduction to The American Notebooks,

% Ibid., p. 1lx.
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ightful sphere, the homej accordingly hils heroines who were
trying to loose the yolke always met with unhappy circumstances,
It was Havthorne's way of saylub that women must be satisfied
te leave the world of affairs to the stronger sex,

The Scarlet Letter is not without implied reference to the

discussion of feminism in Hawthorne's own day. Cantwell has
come to the following conclusi

It seems doubtful that all the tracts of the feminists

accomplishad so much to 1mprove the posgition of women

in Anmerican society as the single pew&r?ul scene of

Hester Prynne WalLlQ” from the jail to the scaffold,

and enduring the gaze of a thousand unrel enting‘eyes,

21l fastened upon her, and concentrated at her bosom.

Heal F. Doubleday says that it has almost become a conven~
tion to insist that Hawthorne meant to advocate a new standard
of sex morality in passages like Hester's words, "What we did
had a consecration of its own. We felt it so! We said so to
gach other!" HHr. Doubleday says also that Hester represents
feminist thought in Havthorne's time, but if Hester is a femi~
nist Hawthorne would not have identified her views with his own.®

It seems probable that Mr., Doubleday is right in concluding
that what Hester says does not express Hawvthorne's own vievw.
Hester's errors were errors that were being made in Hawthorns's

time, and that was the error of being bold enough to speculate

on women's sphere. '"The world's law was no lav for her mind."7

5 Robert Cantwell, Hathaniel Hawthorne, p. 427.

6 ¥, F, Doubleday, "Hawthorne's Hester and Feminism,"
PMIA, LIV (September, 1939), 825-826.

7 Hathaniel Hawthorne, The Scarlet Letter, p. 199.
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Fd

‘j Hester considers the injustice of society and speculates
with reference to the whole race of womanhood. Was
existence worth accepting, even to the happiest among
them? As concerned her own individual existence, she
had long ago decided in the negative, and dismissed
the point as settled., A tendency to speculation,-

though it may geep woman quiet, as it does man, yet
makes her sad.,

Hawthorne narrates the almost impossible task of the feminist

as he sees it:

She discerns, it may be, such a hopeless task before
her., As a first step, the whole system of society
is to be torn down, and built up anew., Then, the
very nature of the opposite sex, or its long heredi-
tary habit, which has become like nature, is to be
essentially modified, before woman can be allowed to
assume what seems a fair and suitable position.9

For woman to take advantage of these reforms, she will have to
!ﬂiwchange her naturej and then, Hawthorne says,

perhaps, the ethereal essence, wherein she has her
truest life, will be found to have evaporated. A
woman never overcomes these problems by any exercise
of thought. They are not to be solved, or only in
one way, If her heart chance to come uppermost, they
vanish, Thus, Hester Prymne, whose heart had lost
its regular and healthy throb, wandered without a
clew in the dark labyrinth of mind: now turned aside
by an insurmountable precipicej now starting back
from a deep chasm, There was wild and ghastly scenery
all around her, and a home and comfort nowhere,l0

‘This is a picture of a thwarted woman who had a desire to bring

- )about a new relationship between the sexes, Hester and Dimmes-

( dale agree that "What we did had a consecration of its own,"11

8 Ibid., p. 200,
9 Ibid., p. 200,
10 Ibid., p. 201l.
11 Ibid., p. 23k4.
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It seems that Hester wished that her society were so broadminded
that it would not look upon the committed act as a sin, Hester
had been sent to America to live until her husband could join
her. No doubt she was expected to live quietly until her hus-
band came, but the beautiful, passionate Hester could not be

content after two years of loneliness. ©She strayed and had to

suffer the consequences. Carl Van Doren pbints out that "a
_héfder woman might have become an active rebel; a softer woman
might have sunk passively down into unavailing penitence. Hester
stands erect, and thinks!"12 Hester was a type of the new woman
in the nineteenth century in that she was interested in breaking
the stiff standards of the age's code,

Austin Warren has pointed out that Hawthorne is careful
to characterize the rebellion of Hester as the rebellion of one
who "had wandered without rule or guidance, in a moral wilder-
ness, whose teachers--Shame, Despair, and Solitude~-had made her
strong, but taught her much amiss."13

Hawthorne was interested in showing what happens to women
who take the freedom to speculate too boldly. He tries to show
that Hester's action does not pay. At the end of her life she
comes to the conclusion that her sin has left a lasting mark up-
on her:

Earlier in life, Hester had vainly imagined that she

herself might be the destined prophetess, but had
long since recognized the impossibility that any

12 Carl Van Doren, The Ameriecan Hovel, p. 69.

13 Introduction to Nathaniel Hawthorne: Representative
Selections, p. xxxlv,
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mission of divine and mysterious truth should be con-

fided to a woman stained with sin, bowed down with

shame, or even burdened with a life-long sorrow., The

angel and apostle of the coming revelation must be a

woman indeed, but lofty, pure, and beautiful; and

wise, moreover, not through dusky grief, but the

ethereal medium of Joy; and showing how sacred love

should make us happy, by thﬁ truest test of a life

successful to such an end!l

To women afflicted by confliets who sought her counsel,
Hester expressed her

firm beliief, that, at some brighter period, when the

world should have grown ripe for it, in Heaven's own

time, a new truth would be revealed, in order to es-

tablish the whole relation between man and woman on a

surer ground of mutual happiness.l5
Miss Jane Lundblad points out that the above quotation sounds
as if it were "an echo of the gospel of Godwin and Mary Woll-
stonecraft;" and Margaret Fuller, "the American interpreter of
the Godwinian teachings about women's rights," surely "had not
failed to impress her written and spoken word on Hawthorne,"16

It seems that some of the traits of the intellectually-
minded women were given to Hester, but she seems to be freer
from literéry influence than Zenobia in The Blithedale Romance.
Zenobia had a small bit of literary talent according to Cover-
dale who made this observation: "It did one good to see a fine
intellect (as hers really was, although its natural tendency
lay in another direction than towards literature) so fitly cased."

Zenobia had created a name for herself as an authoress and an

1% Nathaniel Hawthorne, The Scarlet Letter, p. 311.
15 Ibid., p. 311.
16 Jane Lundblad, Nathaniel Hawthorne and European Literary

Iradition, p. 15%.
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artist in conversation,

Zenobia had the gift of telling a fanciful little
story, off-hand, in a way that made it greatly more
effec%ive than it was usually found to be when she
afteggards elaborated the same production with her
pen.,

Again Coverdale remarks that "her poor little stories and tracts
never half did justice to her intellect., It was only the lack
of a fitter avenue that drove her to seek development in liter-
ature,"18

The vigorous personality of Zenobia illumines The Blithedale
Romance merely with her presence. She 1s proud and beautiful
and is empowered with an overzealous ambition of reform., Relating
the duties of the farm to the newecomers, Zenobia speaks as if
she had revolutionary ideas in mind, ©She was an extreme feminist
taking an extreme look into the future, She relates that the
domestic part of the business will be the feminine duties for
the present, but, "perhaps, when our individual adaptations be-
gin to develop themselves, it may be that some of us who wear
the petticoat will go a-field, and leave the weaker brethren to
take our places in the kitehen,"1l9 Coverdale is amused at how
trustingly Priscilla admires Zenobia, the "brilliant woman."
He could not understand it, "except by supposing that she had
read some of Zenobia's stories (as such literature goes every-

where), or her tracts in defence of the sex, and had come hither

17 HNathaniel Hawthorne, The Blithedale Romance, p. 12.
18 1Ibid., p. Lo.
19 Ibid., p. 13.
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with the one purpose of being her slave,"20

In his preface to The Blithedale Romance, Hawthorne de-
scribed Zenobia as a "high-spirited woman, bruising herself
against the narrow limitations of her sex,"2l and he embodies
in her career and in his comments his criticism of feminism,
Coverdale, the observer, is likely Hawthorne, the observer.
Coverdale recognized that Zenobia's "mind was full of weeds,"22
He was startled at her boldness, but reflected that "a female
reformer . . . has an instinctive sense of where the life lies,
and is inclined to aim directly at that spot. Especially the
relation between the sexes is naturally among the earliest to
attract her notice."23 Zenobia's mind is saturated with the
idea of more freedom for women., In reply to Coverdale's remark
that a "feminine creature" is always happlier than "male crea-
tures," Zenobia says, "How ecan she be happy, after discovering
that fate has assigned her but one single event, which she must
contrive to make the substance of her whole life? A man has
his choice of innumerable events."2¥ Zenobia declaimed with
great earnestness

on the injustice which the world did to women, and

equally to itself£ by not allowing them, in freedom

and honor, and with the fullest welcome, their natu-
ral utterance in publie,

20 Ibid., p. 29.
21 Ibid., p. vi.
22 Ibid., p. 40.
23 Ibid., p. 41.
24 Ibid., p. 57.
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"It shall not always be sol" cried she, "If I live
another year, I will 1ift up my own voice in behalf
of woman's wider libertyli"2

Coverdale's smile made her angry, and she -thought it betrayed
"shallow thought." It was Zenobia's belief and prophecy

“"that, when my sex shall achieve its rights, there
will be ten eloquent women where there is now one
eloquent man, Thus far, no woman in the world has
ever once spoken out her whole heart and her whole
mind., The mistrust and disapproval of the wvast bulk
of society throttles us, as with two gigantic hands
at our throats! We mumble a few weak words, and leave
a thousand better ones unsaid. You let us write a
little, it is true, on a limited range of subjects.,
But the pen is not for woman. Her power is too nat-
ural and immediate, It is with the living voice alone
that she can compel the world to recognize the light
to her intellect and the depth of her heart!"26

Coverdale's reflection must be Hawthorne's:

Now,~--though I could not well say so to Zenobia,--

I had not smiled from any unworthy estimate of woman,
or in denial of the claims which she is beginning to
put forth, What amused and puzzled me was the fact,
that women, however intellectually superior, so sel=-
dom disquiet themselves about the rights or wrongs
of their sex, unless their own individual affections
chance to lie in idleness, or to be ill at ease,
They are not natural reformers, but become such by
the presence of exceptional misfortune. I could
measure Zenobia's inward trouble by the animosity
with which she now took up the general quarrel of
worian against man,27

In the light of the above reflection it seems that Coverdale is
being deceitful when he tells Zenobia:

"I will give you leave, Zenobia," replied I, "to

fling your utmost scorn upon me, if you ever hear me

utter a sentiment unfavorable to the widest liberty
which woman has yet dreamed of. I would give her all

25 Ibid., p. 119.
26 Ibid., pe 120,
27 m«:, P 120,
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she asks, and add a great deal more, which she will
not be the party to demand, but which men, if they
were generous and wise, would grant of their own
free motion. For instance, I should love dearly,--
for the next thousand years, at least,--to have all
government devolve into the hands of women., I hate
to be ruled by my own sex., . « . But how sweet the
free, generous courtegy, with which I would kneel be-
fore a woman-ruleri"?2

What Hawthorne gives Hollingsworth to say about the rightful
sphere of women seems to be Hawthorne's true idea of woman's
place in the world:

"She is the most admirable handiwork of God, in her
true place and character. Her place is at man's side,
Her office, that of the sympathizer; the unreserved,
unquestioning believer. . . « All the separate action
of woman 1s, and ever has been, and always shall be,
false, foolish, vain, dastructive of her own best and
holiest qualities, void of every good effect, and pro-
ductive of intolerable mischiefs! . . . Were there
any possible prospect of woman's taking the social
stand which some of them--poor, miserable, abortive
ereatures, who only dream of such things because they
have missed woman's peculiar happiness or bscause
nature made them really neither man nor woman!--

if there were a chance of their attaining the end
which these petticoated monstrosities have in view, I
would call upon my own sex to use 1its physical force,
that unmistakable evidence of sovereignty, to scourge
them back within their proper bounds! But it will
not be needful. The heart of true womanhood knows
where its own sphere is, and never seecks to stray be-
yond it,"29

Zenobia sacrifices her belief in the cause of women to
Hollingsworth's greedy philanthropy. ©She becomes meek beflore
his proclamation of the superiority of man and his cruel con-
tempt for women except as the consolers of men., When her labors

for the cause of women prove useless, and her love to Hollingsworth

28 Ibid., pp. 120-121,
29 1Ibid., pp. 122-123,
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is without response, she says:

"At least I am a woman, with every fault, it may be,
that a woman ever had,--weak, vain, unprincipled (like
most of my sexj; for our virtues, when we have any, are
merely impulsive and intuitive), passionate, too, and
pursuing my foolish and unattainable ends by indirect
and cunning, though absurdly chosen means, as an hered-
itary bondsiave musts falsey, moreover, to the whole
circle of good, in my reckless truth to the little
good I saw before me,--but still a woman! A crea-
ture whom a little change of earthly fortune, a lit-
tle kinder smile of Him who sent me hither, and one
true heart to encourage and direct mey, might have

made all that a woman can be! But how is it with you?
Are you a man? No, but a monster! A cold, heartless,
self-beginning and self-ending piece of mechanism}"30

By experience Zenobia learns the place of woman too late
to occupy it. Exasperated by despair, her ideas are lost in
her self-sought death, Zenobia thus exemplifies the fate which
Hawthorne saw as inevitable for the highly intellectual woman,
When Hester and Zenobia suffer their losses, both could say
with Zenobia what she says to Coverdale:

"In the battle-field of life, the downright stroke,
that would fall only on a man's steel headpiece, is
sure to light on a woman's heart, over which she wears
no breastplate, and whose wisdom it is, therefore,

to keep out of the conflict., . . . The whole uni-
verse, her own sex and yours, and Providence, or
Destiny, to boot, make common cause against the woman
who swerves one ﬁair's breadth, she goes all astray,
and never sees the world in its true aspect after-
wardsi®"3l

Conjecture has continued to identify Zenobia with Margaret
Fuller. William P, Randel has reached the following conclusion:
The apparent identification is far from complete:

Zenobla was beautiful, Margaret hardly soj Zenobia's
body was recovered, Margaret's not. Moreover,

30 Ibid., p. 218, %7
31 Ibid.; ps 224,
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Zenobia was a member of Brook Farm, while Margaret
was only a visitor, . . « ©Sophia, always zealous for
her husband's reputation, and a close friend of
Margaret, made no known effort to dissuade him from
publishing the book. When Julian Hawthorne published
Hathaniel ﬁﬁ!&%aﬂ and His Wife, which contains the
only record of Hawthorne's late judgment of Margaret,
F, T, Fuller, her nephew, criticized him for casting
a slur on the relation o} the two, His reproaching
Julian for challenging an established friendship
shows that to him at least Zenobia was not meant as
Margaret Fuller satirized,32

Mark Van Doren says that the subject of The Blithedale
Romance is

Brook Farm, and the heroine is perhaps Margaret
Fuller. Hawthorne always denied this, pointing to

a passage in which Priscilla, not her more splendid
sister, was said in so many words to resemble that
intellectual lady. But Priscilla does not resemble
Margaret Fuller; and if Zenobia in some aspects does--
being eloquent, lofty, and proud--it still remains
doubtful whether as a person in the book she lives.33

Randall Stewart points out that

Zenobia (in Ihe Blithedale Romance) was perhaps sug-
gested in part by Margaret Fuller, but the view of
Margaret in the passage just quoted [ see footnote
102, chapter III] is broadly representative of Haw-
thorne's views of human nature generally, and the
difficulty of transforming it by an artificial cul-
ture, Sometimes thought merely malicious, the pas-

sage actua&ly moves beyond the personal to the philo-
sophical.3

The fact remains that Zenobia does resemble Margaret Fuller.
While it may be true that Zenobia's zealous advoecacy of woman's
rights may have been suggested by Margaret's active interest in

the subject, it is not necessarily true that Hawthorne was trying

32 William P, Randel, "Hawthorne, Channing, and Margaret
Fuller," American Literature, X (January, 1939), 472-476.

33 Mark Van Doren, Nathaniel Hawthorne, p. 189.
3% Randall Stewart, Nathaniel Hawthorne, pp. 195-196.
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to satirize her, although he was sure to have had her in mind,
Evidently he was using Zenobia as a prototype of all women who
were engaged in the Woman's Rights Movement, Margaret Fuller
was a frequent guest at Brook Farm, and Hawthorne, who had known
her previously and was a member of the community when she visited
there, was doubtless fully aware of her interest in and advocacy
of Women's Rights. Hawthorne probably permitted his acquaint-
ance with Margaret to color his opinion when he drew the charac-
ter of Zenobia, the female reformer; but even if Zenobia was
modeled at certain points on Margaret, it would be rash to con-
clude that the identification was complete.

Like her fictional sisters, Hester and Zenobia, Miriam in
The Marble Fgun "assumed a freedom of speculation.“35 Miriam's'
speculation was in a different directiony not so much on woman's
place in the world as upon woman's independent and subversive
thinking., Mirlam finds that through sin sorrow comes into the
world, She says,

"The story of the fall of man! Is it not repeated in

our romance of Monte Beni? And may we follow the

analogy yet further? Was that very sin,--into which

Adam precipitated himself and all his race,--was it

the destined means by which, over a long pathway of

toil and sorrow, we are to attain a higher, brighter,

and profounder happiness, than our lost birthright

gave? Will not this idea account for the germitted

existence of sin, as no other theory can?"

Austin Warren makes the observation that the audacious

Miriam speculates on the career of Donatello., Miriam believes

35 Nathaniel Hawthorne, The Scarlet Letter, p. 199.
36 Nathaniel Hawthorne, The Marble Faun, p. 491.
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that by sinning Donatello has become a man, "with an inestimable
treasure of improvement won from an experience of pain.," Still
Miriam, bold, but cautious, says, "I tremble at my own thoughts,"
while yet she must "probe them to their depths." Again she says,

"was the erime . . . a blessing, in that strange dis-

guise? Was it a means of educa%ion bringing a simple

and imperfect nature to a point of feeling and intel-

ligence which it could have reached under no other

diseipline?"37

Kenyon believes that Miriam is thinking dangerous thoughts,
but Miriam is a thinking woman and will not be silenced. ©She
concludes:

"At least . . . that sin which man chose instead of

good-~has been so beneficently handled by omniscience

and omnipotence, that, whereas our dark enemy sought

to destroy us by it, it has really become an instru-

ment most effective in the education of intellect and

soul,"3

Hawthorne sees that Miriam's speculative intellect is run-
ning away with itself. The woman has thrown the reins away,
and she must pay for not conforming to the accepted opinions of
society. Hawthorne sees that Miriam and Donatello will be "a
remorseful man and woman, linked by a marriage-bond of crime,"
as they "set forth towards an inevitable goal,"39

Randall Stewart brings out the fact that it is perhaps
significant of his moral judgments that Hawthorne should ascribe

sin "to these women of exotic physical beauty and speculative

37 Austin Warren, Nathaniel Hawthorne: Re er
Selections, p. xxix.

38 Hawthﬂrne, ODe ma-g DD }+91"+92.
39 m-’ De 1“92.
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minds, "0

Hester's sin alone is explicitly stated. . . . It is

vaguely hinted that in Zenobia's past life there was

some culpable relationship with Westervelt which placed

ger in his power, Miriam's sin is'concealedhgy the

eliberate obscurity of the author's method.
Sin seemed to have a glamour for these women because of its
liberation from conventionj; however each had to pay a dear price
for her wrong doing.

Hawthorne just could not bring himself to believe in the
woman who became discontented with her natural situation in life,
There are evidences of this fact in a few of Hawthorne's short
stories. In "Rappaccini's Daughter" Rappaccini instructed his
daughter "deeply in his science, and that, young and beautiful
as fame reports her, she is already qualified to fill a profes-
sor's chair."l+2 Her education and deep interest in science
brought about her tragedy. "There was an awful doom," she said,
"the effect of my father's fatal love of science, which estranged
me from all society of my k:f.nd."i*'3 It might be straining the
point to say that her education produced her untimely death, for
as Mark Van Doren states: "She did not will to be a poison flower
as Hester once consented to break the Puritan laws."hh

In "The Gentle Boy" Hawthorne had no sympathy with the Quaker

40 Randall Stewart, Introduction to The American Noteb "
Pe X

1 Ibid.s ps 1x.

42 HNathaniel Hawthorne: Representative § ons, p. 315.
43 Ibid., p. 33%.

4 Hathaniel Hawthorne, p. 132.
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woman who appalled those in the congregation with her boldness
in usurping the pulpit. The clergyman sternly addressed her:
"Get you down, woman, from the holy place which you profane.

Is it to the Lord's house that you come to pour forth the foul-
ness of your heart and the inspiration of the devil?"#9 Haw-
thorne had no respect for the women who were so bold as to put
themselves before the public to speak.

In "The Seven Vagabonds" Hawthorne throws a sneering re-
mark at women who long for literary fame, The young scholar
selling books from the showman's wagon would be proud when,

talking poetry while he sold spelling-books, he should

charm the mind, and haply touch the heart, of a fair
country schoolmistress, herself an unhonored poetess,

a wearer of blue ﬁgockings which none but himself took

pains to look at.

Hawthorne satirized women's trying to leave the domestic
sphere when in "Earth's Holocaust," he said:

It somewhat startled me to overhear a number of

ladies, highly respectable in appearance, proposing

to fling their gowns and petticoats into the flames,

and assume the garb, together with the manners,

duties, offices, and responsibilities, of the op~-

posite sex.

There was a perception of feminine tenderness expressed by
Hawthorne in his writings even though he could not bring him-
self to believe in intellectual women, Hawthorne's heroines
who were content to be the helpers and companions of men are

observed in some of the more passive, gentle souls in his novels:

45 Nathaniel Hawthorne: Representative Selections, p. 131.
46 Ibid., pe 36.
l‘l‘? M" po 93.
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Ellen Langton in Fanshawe, Phoebe in The House of the Saven
Gables, and Hilda in The Marble Faun. Randall Stewart gives an

adequate discussion of these heroines,

Ellen possessed both "a large fund of plain sense,
and an esthetic faculty which was expressed in the
daily decoration of her room with wild flowers . . .
Ellen prefers reading an old romance to pursuing a
course of instruction in the learned languages, prof-
fered by Dr. Melmoth,"

Just as Ellen Langton promptly assumes a large share
of the domestic duties in Mrs, Melmoth's household,
so Phoebe "by the magnetism of innate fitness" takes
Hepzibah's place in the kitchen., Phoebe and Ellen
are alike, also, in their lack of bookishness: the
educational quaiifications of the former do not ex-
tend beyond those of the mistress of the village
school.

Hilda is described as “pretty at all times, in our

native New England style,"™ In her religious ortho-

doxy and in her moral purity, symbolized by the doves

which eircle about her tower, she &grives from both

Phoebe and Mrs. Hawthorne herself,

Phoebe is a natural, unaffected, pleasant young girl who
takes care of the domestie duties of the Pyncheon household,
Neal F. Doubleday makes the observation that Phoebe is the
country cousin who is quite untouched by the currents of thought
which have thrown Holgrave out of balance.h9 By her simplicity
and sympathetic nature, Phoebe is able to restore Holgrave to
contact with his fellows and a sympathy for them which is not
deceptive.

Priscilla in The Blithedale Romance is never quite impres-

sive., She is just a helper and comforter of men as Hollingsworth

48 Randall Stewart, Introduction to The American Notebooks,
PP. lv=lvii.

49 lNeal F. Doubleday, "Hawthorne's Criticism of New Eng-
land Life," Collepe English, II (April, 19%1), 647,
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wished all women would be satisfied to be. Priscilla is a deli-
cate little seamstress who earns her own living and is satisfied
to be a spectator rather than a partieipant.

Hilda is a perfect specimen of the idealized woman that
Hawthorne often praises. She is a beautiful character, almost
too pure to be human. She cannot bear moral evil., ' Aftfer
Miriam's and Donatello's crime, Miriam goes to Hilda's tower,
Hilda accuses the unhappy Miriam and disowns her.?0 One would
think it quite natural that Hawthorne would have a pure, moral
girl like Hilda recoil from the creed that sin educated one--

a creed vhich Miriam had speculated upon and Kenyon had played
with, She asks Kenyon:

"Do not you perceive what a mockery your creed makes,

not only of all religious sentiments, but of moral

law? and how it annuls and obliterates whatever pre-

cepts of Heaven are written deepest within us? You

have shocked me beyond words!"

Hawthorne admired the woman who would be shocked at new intel-
lectual thought, It was the daring woman whom he exposed un-
favorably--~the woman who dared to go beyond woman's rightful
limits.

In Hawthorne's treatment in his writings of the women who
advocated the rights of their sex, he embodies his eriticism of
a movement contemporary with him, He is quite aware of the life

and thought about him, but he keeps detached from actual parti-
c¢ipation in the intellectual movements, By rebelling against

50 Nathaniel Hawthorne, The Blithedale Romance, p. 247.
51 Nathaniel Hawthorne, The Marble Faun, p. 520.
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the conventional, Hawthorne's strong heroines suffer the conse-

guences of their acts, Hester carried the mark of an adultress.

Zenobia, disappointed in love and in her fruitless labor for her

g«

sex, sought suicide by drowning. Iliriam carried with her a sense

of guilt for some sin in the past. All carry guilt--these inde~

pendent, thinking wonmen.



Chapter VI

SIGNIFICANCE OF HAWTHORNE'S INTEREST IN AND RELATION
TO MOVEMENTS FOR THE EMANCIPATION OF WOMEN

Although Nathaniel Hawthorne is not best known today for
his role in reform movements, this study relates him to the move-
ment for the emancipation of women, The question of woman's
rights resulted in a Reform Movement which stirred New England
life during the 1840's and 50's, The Woman's Rights Movement
among other reform ventures shook the social life around Haw-
thorne. Although his interest in the new ideas was slight, his
writings are proof that he did bring his mind to bear critically
on the current agitation for women's rights, Of course, he was
more observer than participant, but he did not remain completely
aloof from the reforms of his day.

Taking thus a slight interest in the reform movements which
emphasized and cooperated in the broadening of woman's sphere,
Hawthorne was either irritated to see women receiving recogni-
tion and praise when he remained obscure to the world, or he
Jjust consciously disliked literary women because of the impro-
priety of exposing their minds "to the gaze of the world."

Since it is clear that Hawthorne did not approve of the
intellectual woman, one interested in the Woman's Rights Move-
ment can find in his works an unfavorable picture of the woman

reformer in the nineteenth century., Hawthorne was well acquainted
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with the women of his own cirecle, All too soon, he realized
that from a family of three women he had learned the habit of
seclusion, It is not surprising that Hawthorne should choose a
semi-invalid for his wife. She, too, knew the life of soli-
tude; because of her frailty she was naturally destined to the
home., He knew, too, Margaret Fuller and Elizabeth Peabody, who
were active and bold in challenging to secure rights for their
sex., Although Hawthorne might appreciate literary talent in a
female writer, he did not, as a man, approve of too great frank-
ness in intellectual women,

The student who is interested in the emerging woman can
f£ind material for thought in Hawthorne's characterizations of
female reformers in The Scarlet Letter, The Blithedale Romance,
and The Marble Faun. Despite his attitude toward the intellec-
tual woman there is still a great womanly presence in these
novels which unifies the narratives and focuses the light on the
proud, emerging, modern woman, Hawthorne lived during the time
when women were beginning gradually to break down the barriers
which had barred them from entering pursuits previously unheard
of, He knew, also, the bold women who were daring enough to
speak from public platforms in the cause of slavery, prohibi-
tion, suffrage, and equal education for boys and girls. He was
not complimentary in his attitude toward the majority of literary
women, whom he spoke of as "seribblers." Pictures of the exotic,
the frail, and the self-reliant type of woman he has drawn with
the hand of one who had observed and known the personal charac-

teristics of women, He formed definite opinions.of woman's sphere
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because he was a member of a family who helped form these opin-
ions.

Aside from the soclal significance, Hawthorne's interest
in the emancipation of women is interesting from a literary stand-
point, Hawthorne's strong heroines are so clearly the result
of his conscious dislike of intellectual women that they supply
another proof that Hawthorne's works were the result of his en-
vironment and his acquaintances.

Another importance of Hawthorne's interest in woman's rights
is the light that it throws upon the personality of this impor-
tant American author, Every author in creating his characters
reveals his own personality., Into Zenobia's words Hawthorne
poured forth his reflections concerning the long strides which
women were earnestly trying to take, It seems that he was the
silent observer watching the weaker sex slowly rise, and all he
could do about it was to scold and ridicule through the portrayal
of strong-souled women, He was convinced that the persistence
of these women in speculating upon woman's place in the world
would not make the world better. He probably thought all such
women would come to the same fatal destiny as Margaret Fuller,
of whom he said: "She proved herself a very woman after all,
and fell as the weakest of her sisters might."l Since Hawthorne
was a shy and solitary man, he portrayed his passive, retiring,
gentle heroines sympathetically. ©Since he detested boldness,

daringness, and frankness in women, he drew his strong heroines

61 Julian Hawthorne, Nathaniel Hawthorne and His Wife, I,
p. 201,
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with these qualities.

A study of these emancipated heroines--emancipated from
domestic life-~is a study of Hawthorne's idea of the tragedy
an emancipated woman must meet. To Hawthorne she is living an
abnormal life, He felt that a normal life for a woman consisted
in her domestic happiness; so he permitted his tragic characters
to lead an abnormal life, They once know love, lose it, and
then they have to compensate for the loss by entering upon ven-
tures of reform, These heroines, who were denied love and a nor-
mal 1life of marriage, are plctured as thwarted, frustrated women
who become dreamers of a new order. Hester dreamed of a new
moral order in which there would be a new relationship between
the sexes, 2Zenobia faneied a new social order which would bring
about an equality between the sexes, Miriam thought upon a new
spiritual idea, the idea that sin is educative.

Finally, it seems somewhat significant that with the advance-
ment of women in nearly every phase of life, there came to be a
gradual acceptance of the fact that women were going to take
their place in the world. The nineteenth-century woman pos-
sessed the same spirit as the colonial lady who would bob her
hair because it "shackles me, abridges my freedom, and I must
be free; so come off it must."?

It is apparent by the time of Hawthorne's daath.in 1864+
that, although the cause of the advancement of women had not

gained its desired goals, it had lost much of its criticism and

2 An American Girl, as quoted by Clifton J. Furness, The
Genteel Fe s Ps XX11%a
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