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CHAPTER I
PURPOSE, SCOPE, AND METHODS OF THIS STUDY

Purpose

The purpose of this study is to compare the present status of the course
in general business in Oklahoma, Arkansas, Kansas, and Missouri secondary
schools and to present facts for selected years during the past twelve years
to reveal current practices and trends. Specifically, the study seeks to
compare the answers received to the following questims:

1. How extensively was general business offered?

a, Number and per cent of the total_mmber of high schools in
each state offering the course in general business.,

b. HNumber of high schools offering general business, according

to size of school.
2, Was the course one semester or one year in length?
3. 4What was the grade placement of the course in general business
in high schools?
L., What other business subjects were taught in schools offering

general business in high schools?

5« Under what title was the course in general business offered in
high schools?

6. What was the subject-matter field preparation of the general
business teacher in high schools?

Scope and Delimitation
The schools and years included in this study are: All high schools

accredited by the State Department of Education of Oklahama for the school



years 1936-1937, 1940-1941, and 1945-1946, which includes white, colored,
Indian, and parochial schools; all high schools accredited by the State De-
partment of Education of Arkansas for the school years 1945-1946, 1946-1947,
and 1947-1948, which includes white, colored, and parochial schools; all high
schools accredited by the State Department of Education of Kansas for the
school years 1936-1937, 1940-1941, 1945-1946, 1946-1947, and 1947-1948, which
includes Indian schools, parochial schools, girl's industrial schools, com—
munity high schools, and public schools; and all high schools accredited by
the State Department of Education of Missouri for the school years 1936-1937,
1940-1941, 1945-1946, 1946-1947, and 1947-1948, which includes white and
colored schools. Parochial schools and schools located in the cities of St.
Louis and Kansas City were not covered in the Missouri study. Junior high
schools were not included in the Missouri study. According to Mr. Oscar G,
Schupp, Director of Research and Statistical Information, State Department of
Education, Jefferson City, Missouri, "The statutes of Missouri state that
elementary schools are grades one (1) to eight (8) inclusive and a high school
is grades nine (9) to twelve (12) inclusive; therefore, the data we collect
are on the basis of grades one (1) to eight (8), inclusive for elementary and
grades nine (9) to twelve (12), inclusive for high school.™

The Arkansas study is limited to senior high schools, and it is assumed
the study includes grades 9 to 12, inclusive, as data for each of these
scholastic years is available in the tables. It is also assumed that the
term "junior high school" as used in the Oklahoma and Kansas studies refers
to grades 7 to 9, inclusive. For purposes of this study, the study will be
limited to junior and senior high schools in Oklahoma and Kansas, and te high
schools in Arkansas and Missouri.

The school years 1936-1937, 1940-1941, 1945-1946, 1946-1947, and 1947-
1948 were selected to be studied for two reasons. First, this l12-year period



was selected upon the assumption that the major growth and development of the
course in general business has been within that period. Second, the school
years were selected so that the findings could be used as a basis for compari-
son in this study.

The studies were based on the reports and records of the State Departments
of Education of Oklahoma, Arkansas, Kansas, and Missouri., No effort was made
to contact individual schools in the Oklahoma and Missouri studies. Thirty-
nine letters were sent to Arkansas administrators to be used in completing the
Arkansas study; and 29 letters, to which 23 replies were received, were sent
to Kansas administrators to be used in completing the Kansas study.

Due to conflicts in type of organization of schools and methods of
accrediting schools, a comparison is impossible on these bases. In each
instance where comparisons could be made, they were made,

No attempt was made in any study to study aims, objectives, or methods
of teaching the course,

It is possible that the data as contained in the 4 theses do not neces-
sarily report the true status of the course in general business. Thé data as
recorded are accurate in showing number and per cent of schools offering the
course in a certain year, Mention is made in each of the studies of the fact
that at least 2 consecutive years are covered in each study so as to record
all schools of fering the course. However, it is believed by the present author
that the numbers and percentages of schools offering the course might be more
accurate had data been prerared showing the number and per cent of schools
alternating the course, In these schools which alternate the course, the
course is as much a part of the curriculum in the years in which it is not
of fered as in the years in which it is offered, and such facts should be noted
in order to show the total number of schools offering the course as a part of

the curriculum,



Definit

General business, as used in this study, is a first course in business
education designed to enable students to acquire knowledge for personal use
and to prepare students to enter and succeed in the business functions of
living, whether professional, agricultural, or home-making in nature. There
are various other names for the same type of course among which are "junior
business training," "introduction to business," "junior business," "business
science," "general business training," "business principles," and "general
business practice."

A course is the "organized subject matter which is offered within a given
period of time and for which credit toward graduation or certification is
usually given,"l

A general business teacher is considered to be the individual responsible
for classroom instruction in the general business course as defined in this
study. _

An accredited high school is defined as any high school listed in the
amnual bulletin or reports ;;tlblished annually by each of the State Departments
of Education,

A school is "an orgsnized group of pupils pursuing defined studies at
defined levels and receiving instruction from one or more teachers—-—usually
housed in one building or group of bt.l:l.lclings!."2

A school, as defined in this study, differs from a school system, which
is defined as "all the schools operated by a given board of education or
central administrative authority."3

1 Carter V. Good, Dictionary of Education, p. 106.
2 Ibid., p. 358.
3 Ibid., p. 360.



A grade is a "major division of the instructional program, representing
the work of one school year. nh

A grade level is a "measure of educational maturity stated in terms of
the school grade attained by the individual pupil or a group of pupils at any
time, n3

A state course of study is a combination of "suggested courses of study
for the various subjects taught in the public elementary and secondary schools
~of the state, prepared and distributed by the State Department of Education. wb
Sources of Data

~ The data upon which this study is based were obtained from the masters'

theses prepared by 0?61!1181‘1,7 Madaus,s Hopper,9 and Brutoh,1©
Methods and Procedure |

The information for this study was taken directly from the theses prepared
by Hopper, Overman, Madaus, and Bruton except in instances in which obvious
errors were noted and appropriate corrections were made, The data contained
in these four theses have been tabulated and analyzed, and the findings and

conclusions have been reported. This study will seek to consolidate this

b mid., p. 187.
5 Ibid., p. 188.

6 Ibid., p. 107.

7 Glenn D. Overman, "Status and Trends of the Course in General Business
in the Schools of Oklahoma," Unpublished Master's Thesis of Oklahoma
Agricultural and Mechanical College, 1946.

e el e e T e D

Training in the Schools of as." Unpublished Master's Thesis of Oklahoma
Agricultural and Mechanical College, 1949.

9 Lucile Deer Hopper, "Status of the Course in General Business in the
High Schools of Arkansas." Unpublished Master's Thesis of Oklahoma Agricultural
and Mechanical College, 1950.

10 Louis M, Bruton, "Status and Trends of the Course in General Business

in the Schools of Missouri." Unpublished Master's Thesis of Oklahoma
Agricultural and Mechanical College, 1950.



information in order to detemine the general status and trends in general
business for the ,-state area consisting of Oklahoma, Arkansas, Kansas, and
Missouri.



CHAPTER II
GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT OF GENERAL BUSINESS

Early Development of Ceneral Business

A study of the status and trends of the course in general business would
not be complete without a brief study of the historical background of the
subject. The course in general business, as it is now known, is the result
of a wide variety of courses offered under different titles and with different
objectives, The primary aims of the first courses in general business were
vocatimql.l

During the early part of the twentieth century, many students failed to
go beyond the ninth grade. As a result, it was necessary to give them some
training to prepare them for life in the business world,

Probably one of the first schools to incorporate such a course
into its program of studies was the Washington Junior High School of
Rochester, New York, in 1915. In September, 1920, some of the newly
organized part-time or continuation schools in New York State offered
a subject called vocational business training. In 1925 the University
of the State of New York issued a printed syllabus in elementary busi-
ness training for use in the public schools in the state.
the first methods course in the subject was of fered in the School of
Education, New York University, 1925 . . .

Perhaps the titles used most frequently for the subject in its
beginning stages were: first lessons in ss, elements of busi-

ness training, and junior business training.

Even in the early phases of the course some similarities to our present
course existed. The content of the course offered in Rochester, New York, in-
cluded such subjects as: demands of business, applications for positions, the
messenger or junior of fice assistant, the mail department, the billing depart-

ment, supplementary office machines, commercial terms, the shipping depa.rt.mnt.3

1 McKee Fisk, National Business Teachers Association, Ninth Yearbook,
1943, p. 198.

2 Benjamin R. Haynes, "The Teaching of Everyday Business," National
Commercial Teachers Federation, Sixth Yearbook, 1940, p. L22.

3 Ibid., p. 425.



When the course in general business was first introduced into the curri-
culum, the primary aim was to train students as office helpers in various
functions. Many of these students left school upon completion of the ninth
grade, However, when child labor laws were introduced, the age requirement
was raised for workers in business thus reducing the chances for young workers
to get jobs in industry. The scarcity of jobs during the depression era which
started in the early 1930's further reduced the demands for young workers as
heads of families had difficulty securing jobs.

In 1928, 86,629 students, or 2.99 per cent of the 2,896,630 students in
schools reporting enrollment in school studies, were enrolled in Elementary
Business Training. By 1934, 275,338 students, or 6,12 per cent of a total of
L,496,51) students, were enrolled in Elementary Business Training.’

Salsgiver gives some explanation of the shift in school attendance in the
following statement:

In the decade following 1930 it became increasingly evident that
the student mortality problem at the end of the ninth grade had ceased

to be of major significance. In the first place, most of the youth

were remaining in school long enough either to reach the upper grades

of the senior high school or to graduate from high school. Secondary

school enrollments increased from approximately 2,000,000 students in

1920 to more than 7,000,000 students by 1939. Secondly, there was a

definite upgrading in the employment age for youth a:tgrin.g industry
resulting from the economic depression following 1930.

Objectives of General Business
The objectives of the course in general business have changed consider-
ably since its early introduction:

With the advent of the depression some ten years ago and the
consequent raising of the age requirement for employment in business,

b statistical Summary of Education, 1937-1938; Bulletin No. 2, 1940,
Chapter 1, pp. 24-25. Federal Security Agency, United States Office of
Education, Washington: United States Govermment Printing Office.

5 Paul L..Salagiver, "Why Teach General Business," The Balance Sheet,
XXVIII (February, 1947), p. 251.



the course in "junior business training" changed from its primary

objective of vocational training to that of providing basic busi-

ness knowledge, habits, and attitudes that would be useful to every

person in his contacgs with business, regardless of what his

occupation might be.

In spite of the fact that the course is sometimes taught to prepare a
student for business proficiency, general business is now considered to be a
course with general objectives to benefit everyone. Its primary aim seems to
be to acquaint the student with the first aspects of the business world and
little or no effort is made to develop specialized knowledge in any one por-
tion of the business field. General business can be used to remedy the
deficiency of knowledge possessed by most people about our business services.
Content of the Course in General Business.

The content of the course in gﬁneral business should not be the same in
all school systems. In order to benefit the maximum number of people,
geographical location should be considered. In some areas more stress should
be placed on certain phases of the course than in other areas. This is done
in some instances by allowing students to concentrate their efforts on cer-
tain areas to be covered. Generally speaking, an outline of the textbook
entitled General Business, Complete Fourth Edition, by Crabbe and Salsgiver
is fairly indicative of the type of course considered in this study.

I. Our Business Enviromment
II. Our Money and Banking Services
ITI. Thrift
IV. Spending Money Wisely
V. Sharing Economic Risks
VI. Accumulating Savings

VII, Travel

6 Pisk, loc. cit.
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VIII, Using Our Communication Services
IX, Our Means of Shipping Goods
X. Keeping and Finding Useful Information
XI, Business and Society!
Grade Level
As originally developed the course in general business was intended to be
a vocational business course to be taught to those students who were leaving
school before finishing high school. As a result, it was usually placed on
the ninth~ and tenth-grade levels, With the introduction of child labor laws
and longer compulsory attendance in school, revisions were made in the course
to make it suitable as an introductory course in business for the beginning
high school student. It was recommended that the enrollment be limited to the
ninth and tenth grades with eleventh- and twelfth-grade students to be
excluded.® In actual practice it has been found that the place of general
business in the curriculum varies in different schools from grades 7 to 12
inclusive,
Length of Course
The course in general business was designed for all students and most of
the textbooks in common use are set up for the one-year course. Abridged
editions are available for those schools wishing to offer the course as a
one-semester course./ The Missouri State Department of Education states:

i

The amount of valuable material that may be placed in a course
is so voluminous that it can easily extend over one and one-half
years (1% units). It is believed, however, that some sacrifice

7 Crabbe and Salsgiver, General Business, Complete Fourth Edition,
PP. vii-x,

8 Introduction to Business, New York State Education Department, 1939,
Pe 5.



must be made because of the many demands upon the student's time
while in high school. In the outline which follows, the time
suggestions cover 54 weeks, but it is anticipated that the teacher
will omit such phases as seems best in the commmity served so that
the course will be one of 36 weeks only.?

Course Titles .
The title used in the Kansas study to describe the course was "junior

business training,” because that title was used by the Kansas State Department
of Public Instruction in the "High School Principal's Organization Report®
and in the "Junior High School Principal's Organization Report.”

In the Arkansas, Missowri, and Oklahoma studies the term "general busi-
ness" was used to name the course. The subject of the proper title for the
course is still contmersial,/";;alters, however, prefers the title "general
business."”

s it was called "junior business training." This
designation was suitable as long as the subject was intended to
prepare drop-out students for junior business jobs. But after the
nature of the subject had changed and it no longer prepared students
for junior business jobs, many educators felt that the name "junior
business training" was not suitable. Consequently, a number of new
names were substituted.

In some localities it is spoken of as "elementary business,” in
some as "introduction to business," in some as "everyday business,”
and in still others as "general business."” In the first place, the
name "general business" gives teachers and students a better concept
of its purpose and content by enabling them to draw an analogy between
it and similar subjects in other fields, especially "general science"
and "general mathmtics.

I also believe it i.s advisable to use a name for the subject
which does not include the word "training" because this word is
applied primarily to the acquirement of skill, One is trained in
the operation of a typewriter, but ocne is taught the principles of
business law, As general business not only includes skills but
also principles and information as well, the use of "training" in
connection with the name is somewhat qmstiom.blo.lo

9 Secondary School Series, Practical Arts—Business, Bulletin 7C,
Missouri State Department of Education, 1941, p. 15.

10 R, G, Walters, The Business Curriculum, South-Western Publishing
Company, 1942, p. 12.



Teacher Preparation for Teaching General Business

The State Departments of Education in Arkansas, Kansas, Missouri, and
Oklahoma have no college credit requirements for the teacher of "general busi-
ness;" also, there is no agreement as to the subject-matter field preparation
necessary for the general business teacher.

Haynes believes ‘that the teacher of the business subjects should also be
~ the teacher of the general business coursé.

Because the content of the course is concerned with business
principles and practices, it may be assumed that those teachers, who
by training and experience, are most conversant with these business

principles and practices shonﬁ be charged with the responsibility
of providing the instruction.

11 jHaynes, op. git., p. 427.



CHAPTER IIIX
FINDINGS

In Chapter I the purpose of this study was stated, the scope and limi-
tations were defined, and the methods and procedure were outlined. In
Chapter II a record of the early growth and development of the course in
general business was presented.

In the present chapter the findings are presented in tabular form and
are analyzed and discussed,

In determining the status and trends of the general business course in
the L-state area, the theses of Hopper, Bruton, Madaus, and Overman were
tabulated and analyzed to find the answers to the following questions:

(1) How extensively is general business offered?

(2) 1Is the course one year or one semester in length?

(3) What is the grade placement of the course?

(4) Under what title is the course offered?

(5) What other commercial courses are taught in schools offering

general business?
(6) What is the subject-matter field preparation of the general business

teacher?
The findings are presented in the order in which these questions are
listed,

Extent of Offering According to Number of Schools. Table I indicates
that there has been an increase in the total number of schools offering general
business in Arkansas during the 3-year period reported. The number of schools

offering general business increased from 39 in 1945-1946 to 510 in 1947-1948.



TABLE 1
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF HIGH SCHOOLS OFFERING GENERAL BUSINESS

IN THE 4-STATE AREA IN THE SCHOOL YEARS 1936-1937,
1940-1941, 1945-1946, 1946-1947, and 1947-1948

1936-1937

Accredited Schools Offering

State High General Business

Schools Number Per Cent

Arkansas

Kansas 783 43 5.5
Missouri 961, 108 11.2
Oklahoma 29 S ek
Total 2737 165 6.0

This table should be read as follows: The school year 1936-1937 was not
included in the Arkansas study. In the same year of the 2737 accredited high
schools in the 3-state area, 783 were in Kansas.
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TABLE I (CONTINUED)

NUMBER AND PER CENT OF HIGH SCHOOLS OFFERING GENERAL BUSINESS
IN THE 4~-STATE AREA IN THE SCHCOL YEARS 1936—1937,
1940-1941, 1945-1946, 1946~1947, and 194T-1948

1940-1941

Accredited Schools Offering

State High General Business

Schools Number Per Cent

Arkansas

Kansas 767 117 15.3
Missouri 930 258 27.6
Oklshoma _955 59 6.1
Total | 2652 L3h  16.4

This table should be read as follows: The school year 1940-1941 was not
included in the Arkansas study, In the same year of the 2652 accredited high
schools in the 3-state area, 767 were in Kansas.
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TABLE I (CONTINUED)

NUMBER AND PER CENT OF HIGH SCHOOLS OFFERING GENERAL BUSINESS
IN THE 4-STATE AREA IN THE SCHOOL YEARS 1936-1937,
1940-1941, 1945-1946, 1946-1947, and 1947-1948

1945-1946 " _

Accredited Schools Offering

State High Gene Busines:

Schools Number Per Cent
Arkansas 565 39 6.9
Kansas 754 _ 118 15.6
Missouri 787 293 37.2
Oklahoma 818 122 . 1h.4
Total 2954 572 19.4

This table should be read as follows: In the school year 1945-1946 of the
2954 accredited high schools in the A-state area, 565 were in Arkansas,
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TABLE I (CONTINUED)

NUMBER AND PER CENT OF HICH SCHOOLS OFFERING GENERAL BUSINESS
IN THE L-STATE AREA IN THE SCHOOL YEARS 1936-1937,
19401941, 1945-1946, 1946-1947, and 1947-1948

1946-1947
Accredited Schools Offering
State High General Business
Schools Number Per Cent
Arkansas 527 L9 9.3
Kansas L0 124 16.8
Missouri 765 291 38.0
Oklahoma S L i
Total 2032 LbL 22.8

This table should be read as follows: In the school year 1946-1947 of the
2032 accredited high schools in the 3-state area, 527 were in Arkansas. This
year was not included in the Oklahoma study.



NUMBER AND PEE CENT OF HIGH SCHOOLS OFFERING GENERAL BUSINESS
IN THE 4-STATE AREA IN THE SCHOOL YEARS 1936—1937,
1940-1941, 1945-1946, 1946-1947, and 1947-1948

TABLE I (CONTINUED)

18

1947~1948
Accredited Schools Offering
State High Gereral Business
Schools Number Per Cent
Arkansas 510 16 9.0
Kansas 732 132 18,0
Missouri 748 296 395
Total 1990 L7 23.8

This table should be read as follows:

In the school year 1947-1948 of the

1990 accredited high schools in the 3-state area, 510 were in Arkansas., This
year was not included in the Oklahoma study.
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In 19451946, 6.9 per cent of the schools offered the course in general
business; in 1947-1948, 9.0 per cent of the schools offered the course,

The Kansas study covered a period of 12 years from 1936-1937 to
1947-1948 during which an increase in the number and per cent of schools was
shown for each of the 5 selected years studied, During the 12-yecar period,
the total number of schools offering the course in general business more than
tripled, although the total number of accredited high schools decreased by 5l.
In 1936-1937 only 43 high schools offered the course in general business; by
1947-1948, 132 high schools offered the course. The percentage increased from
5.5 per cent in 1936<1937 to 18,0 per cent in 1947-1948,

The Missouri study showed the greatest initial offering of the course in
general business as 108, or 11.2 per cent, of the accredited high schools in
Missouri were offering the course in 1936-1937, the first year studied. During
the 12-year period from 1936-1937 to 1947-1948, the total number of high
schools offering the course in general business almost tripled while the total

number of accredited high schools decreased by 216. The number of schools

offering the course increased from 108 in 1936-1937 to 296 in 1947-1948 while
the percentage increased from 11,2 per cent in 1936-1937 to 39.5 per cent in
1947-1948,

The Oklahoma study shows that the early offerings of the course in general
business were quite small, In 1936-1937, 14, or l.4 per cent, of the accredited
high schools offered the course in general business., However, by 1945-1946

there were 122, or 1l4.4 per cent, of the accredited high schools offering the

course,
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Table I shows that there has been a definite expansion in the offering
of the course in general business. FEach of the four states récorded an in-
crease in the number and per cent of aécredited high schools offering the
course., The trend toward an increased offering of the course was more pro-
nounced in the Kansas, Missouri, and Oklahoma studies than in the Arkansas

study. A definite increase is shown for the states of Kansas, Missouri and
Oklahoma for the five-year period from 19361937 to 1940-1941. In 1936-1937,
165, or 6.0 per cent, of the high schools in the 3-state area offered the
course in general business, By 1940-1941, 434, or 16.) per cent, of the
schools offered the course, A slight increase is shown for the three states
of Arkansas, Kansas, and Missouri for the three-year period from 1945-1946 to
1947-1948, In 1945-1946, 450, or 21.3 per cent, of the schools in this 3-state
area offered the course in general business. This figure increased in
1947-1948 to 474, or 23.8 per cent. Probably the clearest indication of the
trend appears in a comparison of the Kansas and Missouri studies for the
12-year period covered., In 1936-1937, 151, or 8.6 per cent, of the schools
in this 2-state area offered the course in general business, This figure had
more than tripled by 1947-1948 when 428, or 28.9 per cent, of the schools in
the 2-state area offered the course,

Chart I shows the comparison between the number of schools offering the
course in general business and the per cent of schools offering the course in
general business in each state. In Kansas, Missouri, and Oklahoma the greatest
change in both number of schools offering the course and per cent of schools
offering the course was during the period from 1936-1937 to 1940-1941. The

only recorded period of growth in the Arkansas study was from the school year
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1945-1946 to 1946-1947. In the Arkansas, Kansas, and Oklahoma studies the
relationship between nmumber of schools offering the course in general business
and per cent of schools offering the course in general business is relatively
constant throughout the periods covered in the studies, The Missouri relation-
ship remained fairly constant during the period from 1936-1937 to 1940-1941,
but during the next 8 years, the Missouri study shows a definite break in the
relationship between number and per cent of schools offering the course. For
Missouri the number of schools offering the course began to level off in
1940-1941 as the percentage continued to rise. The break begins to be very
noticeable in the school year 1945-1946 and is even more pronounced in the
school years 1946-1947 and 1947-1948. This situation is explained by the fact
that the base figure, the total number of schools in Missouri, decreased by
216 during the period covered by the Missouri study. Most of this change
occurred during the later years covered,

Extent of Offering According to Students Earolled, In order to report
fully the status and trends of the course in general business, it is necessary
to record student enrollment in the course as well as number of schools
offering the course,

Table II reveals that there has been a definite increase in the number
of students enrolled in the course in each of the states in the L-state area
during the periods covered, Although the total number of students enrolled
in high schools changed only slightly, the number of students enrolled in
general business increased considerably.

Table II indicates a decided increase in the number of students enrolled

in the course in general business in Arkansas for the 3 years covered in the



NUMBER AND PER CENT OF STUDENTS ENROLLED IN GENERAL BUSINESS
IN HIGH SCHOOLS IN THE ,4~STATE AREA IN THE SCHOOL YEARS
1936-1937, 1940-1941, 1945-1946, 1946-1947, and 1947-1948

1936-1937

TABLE II

Students Enrolled

State Total Students Bus 8
Enrolled in High Schools Number Per Cent
Arkansas
Kansas Data Not Available 1648 XHKX
Missouri Data Not Available 2704 20008
Oklahoma 231,003 86k Ok
Total Unknown 5216 000K

This table should be read as follows: The school year 1936-1937 was not
included in the Arkansas study. In the same year in Kansas the number of
students emrolled in accredited high schools was not available, but 5216

students were enrolled in general business,



TABLE IX (CONTINUED)

NUMBER AND PER CENT OF STUDENTS ENROLLED IN GENERAL BUSINESS
. IN HIGH SCHOOLS IN THE 4~-STATE AREA IN THE SCHOOL YEARS
1936-1937, 1940-1941, 1945-1946, 1946-1947, and 1947-1948

— 19"0-191'}_-—_—
Students Enrolled
State Total Students Gen

Enrolled in High Schools Number Per Cent
Arkansas
Kansas 139,640 3645 2.6
Missouri 248,211 7290 2.9
Oklahoma 222,559 282 0.9
Total 610 410 13,117 2.1

This table should be read as follows: The school year 1940-1941 was not
included in the Arkansas study. In the same year in Kansas of the 139,640
students enrolled in accredited high schools, 3645, or 2.6 per cent, were
enrolled in general business.
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TABLE II (CONTINUED)

NUMBER AND PER CENT OF STUDENTS ENROLLED IN GENERAL BUSINESS
IN HIGH SCHOOLS IN THE A~STATE AREA IN THE SCHOOL YEARS
1936-1937, 1940-1941, 1945-1946, 1946-1947, and 1947-1948

5 e __191;5—19_&6
- i - Students Enrolled
State Total Students in General Business
Enrolled in High Schools Number Per Cent
Arkansas 69,469 710 1.2
Kansas 142,921 3396 2.4
Missouri 217,908 6958 3.1
Oklahoma 201,42 __3309 L6
Total 631,722 14,373 2.3

This table should be read as follows: In the school year 1945-1946 in '
Arkansas of the 69,469 students enrolled in accredited high schools, 710, or
1.2 per cent, were enrolled in general business.



TABLE II (CONTINUED)

NUMBER AND PER CENT OF STUDENTS ENROLLED IN GENERAL BUSINESS
IN HIGH SCHOOLS IN THE 4~STATE AREA IN THE SCHOOL YEARS
1936-1937, 1940-1941, 1945-1946, 1946-1947, and 1947-1948

1946-1947
Students Enrelled
State Total Students in General Business
Enrolled in High Schools Number _ Per Cent
Arkansas 7,067 1210 1.7
Kansas 11,877 3610 2.5
Missouri 221,657 8031 3.1
Oklahoms i
Total 437,601 12,851 2.9

This table should be read as follows: In the school year 1946-194L7 in
Arkansas of the 74,067 students enrolled in accredited high schools, 1210,
or 1.7 per cent, were enrclled in general business. This year was not
included in the Oklahoma study.
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TABLE II (CONTINUED)

NUMBER AND PER CENT OF STUDENTS ENROLLED IN GENERAL BUSINESS
IN HIGH SCHOOLS IN THE 4~-STATE AREA IN THE SCHOOL YEARS
1936-1937, 1940-1941, 1945-1946, 1946-1947, and 1947-1948

-
- - e

19471948

Students Inrolled

State Total Students in General Business

Enrolled in High Schoels Number _Per Cent
Arkansas 75,171 1343 1.8
Kansas Unknown 3233 XXX
Missouri 214,840 7789 3.6
Oklahoma .
Total Unknown 12,365 P

This table should be read as follows: In the school year 1947-1948 in
Arkansas of the 75,171 students enrolled in accredited high schools, 1343,
or 1.8 per cent, were enrolled in general business, This year was not
included in the Oklahoma study.



study. The total enrollment in the course was approximately doubled from
19451946 to 1947-1948, The number of students enrolled in the course in
general business increased from 710 in 1945-1946 to 1343 in 1947-1948. Of
the total number of students enrolled in high schools, 1.2 per cent were en-
rolled in the course in 1945-1946, This increased to 1.8 per cent in
1947-1948.,

For the l2-year period covered by the Kansas study, there was a larger
number of students enrolled in the course than was shown in the Arkansas
study, but the degree of increase was approximately the same, almost double,
In 1936-1937, 1648 students were enrolled in Kansas in the course in general
business. By 1947-1948 this figure had increased to 3233, Data was not
available in the Kansas study on total student enrollment in high schools of
Kansas for these 2 years, so a percentage comparison is not possible.

Missouri showed the greatest increase in number of students enrclled in
the course in general business as the number of students enrolled in the course
in 1947-1948 was almost 3 times that of the 1936-1937 figure. In 1936-1937,
270l students were enrolled in the course in general business in Missouri,

This figure increased to 7789 in 1947-1948. Data on total student enrollments

in high schools of Missouri were no% available for 1936-1937, but in 1947-1948
3.6 per cent of the total number of students enrolled in high schools in
Missouri were enrolled in the course in general business,

Oklahoma showed the greatest proportional increase in the L4-state area
in the number of students enrolled in the course. During the 1lO-year period
covered by the Oklahoma study the student enrollment in general business

approximately quadrupled. In 1936-1937 there were 86l students enrolled in



the course in Oklahoma, By 1945-1946 this figure had increased to 3309.

Of the students enrolled in high schools in Oklahoma in 1936-1937, O.4 per cent
were enrolled in general business. By 1945-1946, 1.6 per cent of the total
number of high school students were enrolled in general business.

“As a result of the expansion of the offering of the course in general
business to additional schools in each of the states of the j-state area,
there were increased enrollments in each state., ' The greatest period of change
appears to be in the 5-year period from 1936-1937 to 1940-1941, as shown in
the Kansas, Missouri, and Oklahoma studies, In 1940-1941 the enrollment was
approximately 2-1/2 times that in 1936~1937. The studies show that the general
enrollment in high schools in these 3 states did not increase, yet the en-
rollment in general business increased from 5216 in 1936-1937 to 13,117 in
1940-1941., The trend toward increased enrollment is not as obvious from
1945-1946 through 1947-1948 as shown in the Arkansas, Kansas, and Missouri
studies., During this 3-year period the enrollment in the 3-state area in-
creased from 11,064 in 1945-1946 to 12,365 in 1947-1948. Again the best in-
dication of a trend would probably be a comparison of the states of kansas and
Missouri for the 12-year period covered., In 1936-1937 there were 4352 students
enrolled in the course in general business in this 2-state area. By 194,7-1948
there were 11,022 students enrolled in the course, approximately 2-1/2 times
the 1936-1937 figure. As there was a substantisl increase in each of the
I, states studied, it can be assumed that there is a trend toward increased
offering of the course in general business and increased enrollment in the

course,
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Extent of Offering by Size of Schoel. As the size of a school determines
largely the number of subjects offered in any subject-matter field within the

school, the reporters felt it necessary to determine the size of the schools

in which general business was offered, The schools were classified in en-
rollment intervals of 100 up to and including 500, All schools with an en-
rollment of more than 500 were placed in one group. Table III shows the
distribution of high schools in the Lj-state area offering general business,
classified according to size of school.

The Arkansas study showed a definite inclination toward offering the
course in the smaller high schools. In each of the 3 years covered in the
Arkansas study, 1945-1946, 1946-1947, and 1947-1948, at least 60 per cent of
the schools offering the course in general business had enrollments of 200
students or less., The number of schools in each of the other classifications
offering the course was negligible,

In the Kansas study no particular inclination is shown toward offering
the course in a certain size school during the early years, 1936-1937 and
19401941, covered in the study. In the school years 19:&5-191;6,- 1946-1947,
and 1947-1948, approximately 40 per cent of the schools offering the course
had enrollments of 100 students or less while 17 per cent of the schools

offering the course had enrollments from 101 to 200,

The Missouri study shows a definite inclination toward offering the course
in the smaller high schools throughout the 12-year pericd studied, In
1936-1937, 39.8 per cent of the schools offering the course in general business
had enrollments of 100 students or less, and 30.6 per cent had enrollments

between 101 and 200, placing 70 per cent of the schools offering the course
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TABLE III

DISTRIBUTION OF HIGH SCHOOLS OFFERING GENERAI BUSINESS
IN FOUR-STATE AREA, ACCORDING TO SIZE OF SCHOOL BASED
ON TOTAL SCHOOL ENROLIMENT IN THE SCHOOL YEARS

1936-1937, 1940-1941, 1945-1946, 1946-1947, and 1947-1948

1936-1937

Schools Offering General Business
Total School _Arkansas M Missouri Oklahoma AL-State Area

Enrollment No, Pct. Os ct. No. Pet. No. Pct. No. Pet.
0-100 12 27.9 43 39.8 55 33.3
101-200 8 18,6 33  30.6 L 2,.8
201-300 3 7.0 20 18,5 2 143 25 15.2
301-400 3 7.0 A 3.7 1 7.1 8 L.8
401-500 16.3 3 2.8 3 Ted 11 6.7
Over 500 L_ 23,2 _5 4.6 10 7,5 _25 _15.2
Total 43 100,0 108 100,0 14 100.0 165 100.0

—
—

This table should be read as follows: The school year 1936~1937 was not in-
cluded in the Arkansas study. In the same year in Kansas 12, or 27.9

per cent, of the 43 schools offering general business had total student
enrollments of 0-100,



TABLE III (CONTINUED)

DISTRIBUTION OF HIGH SCHOOLS OFFERING GENERAL BUSINESS
IN FOUR-STATE AREA, ACCORDING TO SIZE OF SCHOOL BASED

ON TOTAL SCHOOL ENROLILMENT IN THE SCHOOL YEARS
1936-1937, 1940-1941, 1945-1946, 1946<1947, and 1947-1948

1940-1941
Schools Offering General Business

Total School _Arkansas Kansas Missouri Oklahoma 4~State Area
Enrollment No, Pet. No. Pet, No, Pet., No, Pct, No. Pct,
0-100 L0 33.9 113 L3.8 17 28,82 170 39,0
101-200 23 19.5 78 30,2 12 20.3 113 26,0
301-400 1, 11.9 13 5.0 I 6.8 3l 7.1
401-500 8 6.8 3 12 L 6.8 15 3.4
Over 500 A8 15,2 22 __ 6.5 1 _23.7 5k _12.6
Totel 118 100.0 258 100.0 59 100.0 435 100.0

This table should be read as follows: The school year 1940-1941 was not in-
cluded in the Arkansas study. In the same year in Kansas 40, or 33.9

per cent, of the 118 schools offering general business had total student
enrollments of 0-100,

32
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TABLE III (CONTINUED)

DISTRIBUTION OF HIGH SCHOOLS OFFERING GENFRAL BUSINESS
IN FOUR-STATE AREA, ACCORDING TO SIZE OF SCHOOL BASED
ON TOTAL SCHOOL ENROLLMENT IN THE SCHOOL YEARS
1936-1937, 1940-1941, 1945-1946, 1946-1947, and 1947-1948

1945-1946

Schools Offering General Business

Total School _Arkansas Kansas Missourd  _Oklahoma A-State Area
Enrollment No, Pet., No, Pet. No, Pct, No, Pect. No. Pect,

0-100 21  53.8 L8 40,7 147 50,2 68 55.7 28L L9.7

101200 10 25.6 21 17.8 82 28.0 24 19.7 137 24.0
301~400 1 2.5 10 &.5 10 3.4 5 L 26 Leb

Over 500 S 129 16 13.6 20 _6.6 10 _82 _51 _89

Total 39 100,0 118 100.0 293 100.0 122 100.0 572 100.0

This table should be read as follows: In the school year 1945-1946 in
Arkansas 21, or 53.8 per cent, of the 39 schools offering general business
had total student enrollments of 0-100.



TABLE III (CONTINUED)

DISTRIBUTION OF HIGH SCHOOLS OFFERING GENERAL BUSINESS
IN FOUR-STATE AREA, ACCORDING TO SIZE OF SCHOOQL BASED
ON TOTAL SCHOOL ENROLLMENT IN THE SCHOOL YFARS
1936-1937, 1940-1941, 1945-1946, 1946-1947, and 19L7-1948

1946-1947

et - -
a— — —
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Schools Offe

Total School. _Ark g_j_a__g_a

Gen
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;@&_MML&M

Enrollment Ho. Pet Pct, Ho. No. Pet. Ho, Pet,
0-100 15 30.5 46 37.1 120 41,2 181  39.0
101-200 21 42.8 22 17.7 99 34.0 142 30.6
201-300 15 12,1 31 10.6 L6 9.9
301~4,00 5 10.2 9 T3 15 5.2 29 6.2
401-500 3 61 12 9% 6 2.1 21 k.5
Over 500 5 10,2 _20 _16,1 _20 _ 6,9 A5 9.7
Total 49 100,0 124 100,0 291 100.0 L6l 100.0

This table should be read as follows:
Arkansas 15, or 30,5 per cent, of the 49 schools offering general business
had total student enrollments of 0-100. This school year was not included
in the Oklahomz study.

In the school yeer 1946-1947 in
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TABLE III (CCNTINUED)

DISTRIBUTION OF HIGH SCHOOLS OFFERING GENERAL BUSINESS
IN FOUR-STATE AREA, ACCORDING TO SIZE OF SCHOOL BASED
ON TOTAL SCHOOL ENROLLMENT IN THE SCHOOL YEARS
1936-1937, 19401941, 1945-1946, 1946-1947, and 1947-1948

1947-1948
Sch Offe =

Total School _Arkanses Kansas Missouri Oklahome A-State Area
Enrollment No, Pet. No. Pect, No. Pet. No. Pct. No. Pcte
0100 9 19.5 55 L1.7 137 163 201 42.4
101~200 18 39.9 23  17.4 92 3l.1 133 28.1
301=400 1 2.2 9 6.8 12 4.0 22 e
401-500 3 6.6 11 8.3 11 325 25 503
Over 500 8 174 19 _lkk 18 _6,1 45 _ 9,5
Total 46 100,0 132 100.0 296 100.0 474 100.0

This table should be read as follows: In the school year 1947-1948 in
Arkansas G, or 19.5 per cent, of the 46 schools offering general business
had total student enrollments of 0-100. This schoel year was not included
in the Oklahoma study.
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in the classification of 200 students or less. This figure increased through-
out the period studied, and by 1947-1948, 77 per cent of the schools offering
the course had enrollments of 200 students or less,

A definite change is noticed in the Oklahoma study during the 10-year
period covered. In 1936-1937, 71.5 per cent of the schools offering the
course had enrollments of more than 500 students. In 1940-1941 the offering
was generally spread through each of the classifications listed. However,
by 1945-1946, 55.7 per cent of the schools offering the course in general
business had enrollments of 100 students or less and 19.7 per cent were in
the classification from 101 to 200 students, which means approximately
75 per cent of the schools offering the course had enrollments of 200 students
or less.

From these data it can be seen that throughout the periods covered by
these studies there has been a tendency to offer the course in general business
in the smaller high school, During the school year 1936-1937, 58 per cent
of the schools offering the course in general business in Kansas, Missouri,
and Oklahoma had enrollments of 200 students or less. By the school year
1945-1946, over 70 per cent of the schools offering the course in this 3-state
area had enrollments of 200 students or less. This pattern is followed through-
out the periods covered by each of the 4 studies where it is shown that by the
end of the periods covered, approximately 70 per cent of the total schools
offering the course in general business were classified as having enrollments
of 200 students or less. These increases may be due to the fact that there

are more small high schools in each state than there are large high schools,
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Table IV shows the distribution of student enrollment in general busi-
ness in the high schools according to the size of the school,

The Arkansas study shows that 2/3 of the students enrolled in the course
in 1945-1946 were in schools with enrollments of 200 students or less. By
1947-1948 the table shows that more than 50 per cent of the students enrolled
in general business were in schools with enrollments of 4Ol or more. Table III
shows that, throughout the 3-year period covered in the Arkansas study, of

the schools offering the course in general business more than 60 per cent were

classified as having 200 students or less. This fact would indicate that,
although the number of schools in each class remained constant, the number
of students enrolling in the course in larger schools become progressively
greater,

Throughout the 12-year period covered by the Kansas study, it has been
shown that more than 50 per cent of the schools offering the course in general
business had student enrollments of 200 or less while only about 1// of the
schools offering the course had enrollments of more than 400 students. Table IV
shows that the distribution by student enrolliment is in dirsct contrast to
the number of schools offering the course. A comparison between smaller schoolg,
less than 200 students, and larger schools, more than 400 students, shows very
little difference in number of students enrolled in the course. This would

indicate that more students were enrolled in the course in each of the larger

schools than were enrolled in the course in each of the smaller schools,
As shown in Table III, the Missouri study clearly indicates that the

trend was toward offering the course in general business in the smaller schools,

Table IV shows that the distribution of student enrollment in the course places
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TABLE IV

DISTRIBUTICN OF STUDENT ENROLLMENT IN GENERAL BUSINESS IN
HIGH SCHOOLS OF FOUR-STATE AREA ACCORDING TO SIZE OF SCHOOL
IN THE SCHOOL YFARS 1936-1937, 1940-1941,
1945-1946, 1946-19L7, and 1947-1948

1936-1937

Students Enrolled in General Business

Total School _Arkansas Kansas Missourd Oklahoma A~State Area
Enroliment No, Pect, No. Pct, No., Pect. No, Pct. No. Pct.

0-100 213 12,9 37 27.3 950 18.2
101-200 171 10.4 837 30.9 1008  19.2
201~300 9% 5,8 577 21.3 117 13.5 790 15.1
301-400 112 6.8 183 6.8 154 17.8 449 8.6
Over 500 625 37.9 24 _ 7.9 531 _61.5 1370 _26.3
Total 1642 100,0 2704 100.0 864 100.0 5216 100.0

This table should be read as follows: The school year 1936-1937 was not ine
cluded in the Arkansas study. In the same year in Kansas 213, or 12.9

per cent, of the 1648 students enrclled in general business were in schools
having total student enrollments of 0-100,



TABLE IV (CONTINUED)

DISTRIBUTION OF STUDENT ENROLLMENT IN GENERAL BUSINESS IN
HIGH SCHOOLS OF POUR-STATE AREA ACCORDING TO SIZE OF SCHOOL
IN THE SCHOOL YPARS 1936-1937, 1940-1941,
1945-1946, 1946-1947, and 1947-1948

" . .___..__E?i*_";l?_"l____

- Students led_in Bus

Total School. _Arkansas Kansas !{iaaom M L=-State m
Fnrollment No. Pet. No. Pet. DNo. Pect, Pect. No.

0=1.00 591  16.2 1975 27.0 309 1h.2 2875 21.9

103200 408 11,2 206L 28.3 302 13.8 277, 21.)
201-300 399 10.9 1220 16.9 276 12.7 1895 1L.5
301-400 589 16.2 5 58 7.6 251 11.5 1398 10.7
Over 500 1320 _36.2 Hﬁi 18,6 _3?:5 37,8 3504 _26.7

Total 36L6 100.0 7290 100.0 2182 100.0 13117 100.,0

This table should be read as follows: The school. year 1940-194) was not in-
cluded in the Arkansas study. In the same year in Kansas 591, or 16.2

per cent, of the 3646 students enrolled in general business were in schools
having total student enrollments of 0-100,



TABLE IV (CONTINUED)

DISTRIBUTION OF STUDENT ENROLLMENT IN GENERAL BUSINESS IN
HIGH SCHOOLS OF FOUR~-STATE AREA ACCORDING TO SIZE OF SCHOOL
IN THE SCHOOL YEARS 1936-1937, 1940-1941,
1945-1946, 1946-1947, and 1947-1948

Total School _Kriansas _EML " " Oklshons T-State ire
Enrollment No, Pct. Pet, No, Pect, No. Pct,

0-100 32, 45.6 660 19,5 2382 34.2 1210 36.6 4576 31.8
101-200 160 22.5 514 15,1 1992 28.6 650 19.6 3316 23.1

201-300 k21 12,4 928 13,3 358 10.8 1707 11.9
301-400 510 15.0 275 4.0 148 4.5 933 6.5
401-500 340 10,0 260 3.8 329 9.9 6.5
Over 500 226 31,9 _951 _28.0 1121 16,1 _614 186_&22&&
Total 710 100.0 3396 100.0 6958 100.0 3309 100.0 14373 100.0

This table should be read as follows: In the school year 1945-1946 in
Arkansas 324, or 45.6 per cent, of the 710 students enrolled in general
business were in schools having total student enrollments of 0-100,



TABLE IV (CONTINUED)

DISTRIBUTION OF STUDENT ENROLLMENT IN GENERAL BUSINESS IN
HIGH SCHOOLS OF FOUR-STATE AREA ACCORDING TO SIZE OF SCHOOL
IN THE SCHOOL YEARS 1936-1937, 1940-1941,
1945-1946, 1946~1947, and 1947-1948

191.6-19h7

Students frolled in Generel Business
Total School _irkagged  _Eesss Msseurl Gilahona 7-State ires

—

Enrollment No, Pect. No., Pct,
0-100 209 17.2 758 21.0 2094 26.1 3061 23.8
101200 333 27.5 478 13.2 274  3L.2 3555 27.7
201-300 7L 5.9 40, 11.2 1082 13.5 1557 12.1
301400 101 8.3 492 13.6 481 6.0 107, 8.4
401-500 178 14.8 352 9.8 284 3.5 8l 6.3
Over 500 _318 _26,3 1126 _31.2 1346 _16.7 2720 _21.7
Total 1210 100.0 3610 100.0 8031 100.0 12851 100.0

This table should be read as follows:
Arkansas 209, or 17.2 per cent, of the 1210 students enrolled in general
business were in schools having total student enrollments of 0-100, This

school year was not included in the Oklahoma study,

In the school year 1946-1947 in



TABLE IV (CONTINUED)

DISTRIBUTION OF STUDENT ENROLIMENT IN GENFRAL BUSINESS IN
HIGH SCHOOLS OF FOUR~STATE AREA ACCORDING TO SIZE OF SCHOOL
IN THE SCHOOL YEARS 1936~1937, 1940-1941,
1945-1946, 1946~1947, and 1947~1948

1947-1948

Stude: Enrolled in General Busines
Total School _Arkansas Kansas Missourd ~ _Oklahoma L-State Area
t _No Pet, _No Pet, No, _Pct, No, Pet, No, Pect,

101~200 368 27.4, 418 12,9 238, 30,6 3170 25.6
301400 346 10,7 416 5.3 762 6,2
401-500 2,0 17.9 390 12,1 566 7.3 1196 9.7
Over 500  _452 33,6 _874 _17.0 1253 _16.1 2379 _20.8
Total 1343 100,0 3233 100,0 7789 1000 12365 100,0

This table should be read as follows: In the school year 1947-1948 in
Arkansas 129, or 9.7 per cent, of the 1343 students enrolled in general
business were in schools having total student enrollments of 0-100, This
year was not included in the Oklahoma study,
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the small schools in the outstanding roll. In each of the years studied

approximately 60 per cent of the students enrolled in the course were en-
rolled in schools with an enrollment of 200 students or less,

In Table III it was shown that the Oklahoma study showed the most radical
change as far as classification of schools offering the course in general
business was concerned, In the school year 1936-1937, 71.5 per cent of the
schoels offering the course in general business had enrollments of more than
500 students. By the school year 1945-1946, however, 75 per cent of the
schools offering the course in general business had enrollments of 200 students
or less while only 8.2 per cent had enrollments of more than 500 students,
Table IV shows the same change with respect to student enroliment although
not to the same degree. In the school year 1936~1937, 61.5 per cent of the
students enrolled in the course were in schools having more than 500 students,
In the school year 1945-1946, 56.2 per cent of the students enrolled in the
course were in schools having enrollments of 200 students or less, and only
18,6 per cent of the students enrolled in the course were in schools having
enrollments of more than 500 students.

Table III has shown that there was a definite trend toward offering the
course in general business in the smaller high school. This same trend is
shown in Table IV although not to the same extent. In the school year
1936-1937, 37.5 per cent of the students enrolled in general business in the
3-state area, Kansas, Missouri, and Oklahoma, were in high schools having
enrollments of 200 students or less. During the later years of the study
more than 50 per cent of the students enrolled in the course in general

business were in high schools having enrollments of 200 students or less,



With the data available it is impossible to determine the percentage
of the total number of students in small high schools who were enrolled in
the course in general business as opposed to a percentage of total number
of students enrolled in large high schools,

Length of Course. Table V indicates that the course in general business
is predominantly a one-year course., Each of the 4 studies indicates that very
few schools offered the course as a one-semeslter course., The Arkansas study
is the only one in which a tendency is shown to exist for offering the course
as a one-semester course. In each of the years covered in the Arkansas study

approximately 1/L of the schools offering the course in general business were
offering it as 2 one-semester course, The Oklahoma study shows that in the

school year 1936-1937, 6 of the 1) schools offering the course in general
business were cffering it as a one-semester course, By the schocl year
1945-1946, however, only 6 of the 122 schools offering the course in general
business were offering it as a one-semester course, The Missouri study shows
a slight tendency toward offering the cowrse as a one-gemesier course in
1936-1937 when 29 of the 108 schools offering the course were offering it as a
one-semester course. By 1947-1948, though, the course was being offered al-
most entirely as a one-year course as 293 of the 296 schools offering the
course were offering it as a one-year cowrse. The Kansas study sh@s that no
great stress was ever placed on the one-semester course, In the school year
1936<1937 only 9 of the 43 schools offering the course were offering it as a
one-semester course, and in the school year 1947-1948, 8 of the 132 schools

offering the course were offering it as a one-semester course,



TABLE V

NUMBER OF HIGH SCHOOLS IN FOUR-STATE AREA OFFERING ONE-SEMESTER
AND ONE-YEAR CCOURSES IN GENERAL BUSINESS IN THE SCHOOL YEARS

19356-1937, 1940-1941, 1945-1946, 1946~19L7, and 1947-1948

_JOKO=IOKL _19h5-10K6 _19k6-10L7 _ 1Ok7-19h8
State One- Ong=- Cne- One~ One- One- One- One- One- One-
Semcster Year Semester Year Semester Year Semester Year Semester Year

Arkansas 10 29 15 34 11 35
Kansas 9 34 9 108 L 114 3 121 8 124
Missouri 39 69 1L 24l 6 287 L 287 3 293
Oklahoma S - _8 . | b $ 6 T " T el
Total 5L 111 28 5,06 26 546 22 L2 22 L52

This table should be read as follows: In the school year 1936-1937 in Kansas 9 of the schools
offering the course in general business offered it as a one-semesier course while 34 offered it
as a one-year course, This year was not ineluded in the Arkansas study.

6%
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From these data it seems obvious that, although there was a slight
tendency to offer the course as a one-semester course, this tendency did not
develop, and in the later years of the studies, the trend seems to be to
offer the course as a one-year course.

Grade Placement. At various times recommendations have been made by
authorities that the course in general business should be placed on the ninth-
and tenth-grade levels. Gem;ra.lly speaking, these recommendations have been
followed in most instances,

The Arkansas study, however, does not conform te this pattern. In this
study it is clearly indicated that the course was offered on the eleventh-
and twelfth-grade levels as frequently as on the ninth- and tenth-grade levels.
In the school year 1945-1946, 17, or 43.5 per cent, of the schools offering
the course in general business offered it on the ninth- and tenth-grade levels
only. During the same period 18, or 46.2 per cent, of the schools offering
the course were offering it on the eleventh- and twelfth-grade levels. By
the school year 1947-1948 only a slight change can be noted as 22, or
47.8 per cent, of the schools offering the course were offering it on the
ninth- and tenth-grade levels, and 18, or 39.1 per cent, of the schools were
offering the course to the eleventh- and twelfth-grades only.

In each of the other studies the data indicate that an effort was made
to place the course on its recommended grade level in the curriculum, The
Kansas study is the most noticeable instance of placing this course on the
lower grade levels. In the Kansas study throughout each of the 5 selected

years covered, approximately 70 per cent of the schools offering the course

in general business were offering the course on the ninth- and tenth-grade levels,



TABLE VI
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NUMBER AND PER CENT OF HIGH SCHOOLSE OF FCUR=STATE AREA OFFERING
GENERAL BUSINESS ON INDICATED GRADE LEVELS IN THE SCHOOL YEARS
1936=1937, 1940-1941, 1945-1946, 1946=1947, and 1947-1948

1936-1937

Total for

Arkansas =~ _Kansas =~ Missourdi = _Oklahoma ~ A-State Area
Pet HO. Pet.

NO. pct' No' Pct. No.

8 3 7.0

8-9

9 21 48,8 13
10 5 1.6 38
9-10 L 9.3
9=10-11. 1 2.3
9=10-11~12 1
10-11 1 2.3 1
10-11~12 1 2.3

11 2 L7 22
1112 4 L7 2
12 1 2.3 30
No Record | 4.7 1
Total 43 100,0 108

6 3.0 9 5.5

1 71 1 0.6

11.8 2 MIB 36 21.3

35.6 L3 26,1

1 72 5 3.0

1 0.6

1.0 1 0.6

.0 1 7.1 3 1.8

2 U3 3 1.8

20.3 2, 1h.6

20 1 71 5 3.0

27.3 31 18.8
ST ™ - A R |

100,0 14 100.0 165 100.0

- ——
— —

R

This table should be read as follows: The school year 1936-1937 was not ine
cluded in the Arkansas study. In the same year in Kansas 3, or 7.0 per cent,
of the 43 schools offering general business offered the course on the eighth-

grade level only.
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TABLE VI (CONTINUED)

NUMBER AND PER CENT OF HIGH SCHOCLS OF FOUR-STATE AREA OFFERING
GENERAL BUSINESS ON INDICATED GRADE LEVELS IN THE SCHOOL YEARS

1936-1937, 1940-1941, 1945-1946, 1946-1947, and 1947-1948

1940-1941
Total for

Arkensas = __Kansas =~ Missourd =~ _Oklashoma ~ A~State Area

No. Pct. No, Pect, No. Pet. No., Pet., No, Pet.,
b 4 ) 0.9 1 0.2
7-8 1 0.9 3 1.7 2 0.5
8 10 8.6 L 6.8 14 3.2
8-9 2 3 2 0.5
9 33 28.L 16 6.2 8 13.5 57 13.1
10 21 18,1 77 29.8 18 30.5 116 26.8
9-10 22 18.9 15 5.8 4 6.8 L1 9.5
9=10-11. 3 1.2 3 0.7
9=10=11=12 3 26 3 1.3 1 1L.T % 1.6
10-11 6 5.2 17 6.6 5 8.5 28 6.5
11 2 1.7 20 b7 22 5.1
11-12 3 2.6 65 25.2 2 3.4 70 16.1
12 5 4.3 11 L3 12 20.3 28 6.5
No Record 3 2,6 ___ s -3 0.7
Total 116 100.0 258 100,0 59 100.0 433 100,0

This table should be read as follows: The school year 1940-1941 was not in-
cluded in the Arkansas study. In the same ycar in Kansas 1, or 0.9 per cent,
of the 116 schools offering general business offered the course on the seventh-

grade level only,
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TABLE VI (CONTINUED)

NUMBER AND PER CENT OF HIGH SCHOOLS OF FOUR-STATE AREA OFFERING
GENERAL BUSINESS ON INDICATED GRADE LEVELS IN THE SCHOOL YEARS
1936-1937, 1940-1941, 19451946, 1946-1947, and 1947-1948

19/4,5-1945

P e —————— e ]
Total for
ccnsse . Kmgss  Mlourl _Oklghoms  icState Ares
No, Pet., No, Pet, No, Pet, Yo, Pet,
7 1 0.9 5 | 0.2
8 6 5«1 . 10 1.7
9 11 28,2 41 34.7 8 2.7 . 72 12.6
10 1 2.5 26 22.0 115 39.2 35.3 185 32.3
9-10 5 12.8 21 17.8 15 5.1 18, b, 1.2

9=10-11. 2 0.7 3 0.5

oSG R~

FHWOOOBWIOW

B0 OV ON00 00 W 0B\
n

9-10-11-12 1 0.9 3 1.0 0.9
10-11 3 2,5 3, 1.6 b 45 7.9
10-11-12 6 51 43 kb . 56 9.8
11 2 5.1 1 0.9 1, L7 b 19 3.3
11-12 11 28.2 3 2.5 52 17.7 . 72 12.6
12 5 12,9 7 5.9 7 2,7 1 1, 5.8
No Record N7 R S R SRS = (SSTNESRy VR <~ | _'Z a2
Total 39  100,0 118 100,0 293 100.0 122 100.0 572 100.0

This table should be read as follows: In the school year 1945-1946 in Arkansas
11, or 28,2 per cent, of the 39 schools offering general business offered the
course on the ninth-grade level only,
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TABLE VI (CONTINUED)

HUMBER AND PER CENT OF HIGH 3CHOOLS OF FOUR-STATE AREA OFFERING
GENERAL BUSINESS ON INDICATED GRADE LEVELS IN THE SCHOOL YEARS
1936-1937, 1940-1941, 1945-1946, 1946-1947, and 1947-1948

1946-1947
Total for

_Arkansas  _ Ksnsas =~ Missourd ~ _Oklahoma  L-State Area

No. Pet. No, Pet, No. Pet, No, Pct, No. Pot,
2 1 0.8 1 0,2
7-8 1 0.8 1 0.2
8 3 2.4 3 0.7
9 9 18,4 42 33.9 2 3ed 60 12.9
10 7 U3 26 21,0 13, 46,0 167 36.0
9u10-11 2 1.6 2 Oy
O=10=11-12 1 2.0 2 1.6 2 0.7 5 : % §
10-11 iy 3.2 30 10.3 3L 7.3
10-11-12 5 4.0 K0 13.7 L5 9.7
11 1 2.0 i1 0.8 11 3.8 13 2.8
12 9 18.4 6 Le9 8 2.8 23 5.0
No Record . 1 162 3 2.5 | 1.7
Total L9 100,0 124 100,0 291 100,0 L&, 100,0

This table should be read as follows: In the school year 1946-1947 in
Arkansas 9, or 18.4 per cent, of the 49 schools offering general business
offered the course on the ninth-grade level only. This year was not included
in the Oklahoma study.
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TABLE VI (CONTINUED)
NUMBER AND PER CENT OF HIGH SCHOOLS OF FOUR~-STATE AREA OFFERING
GENERAL BUSINESS ON INDICATED GRADE LEVELS IN THE SCHOOL YEARS
1936=1937, 1940-1941, 1945-1946, 1946~1947, and 1947-1948

1947-1948

“Total for
Kansas = Missouri = _Oklshoma  L-State Area
No. Pet. No. Pet. No. Pet, No. Pct. No. Pct,

8 2 1.5 2 Ouks
9 10 2.7 81 31 6 2.0 57 12,0
10 8 17.L, 30 22,8 121 40,9 159 33.6
9-10 A 8.7 19 .4 17 5.8 40 8.4
9=10-11. 1 0.8 2 0.7 3 0.6
9-10-11-12 7 5.3 & 1.4 11 2.3
10-11 1 2.2 & 3.0 43 145 L8 10.1
10-11-12 7 5.3 35 1.8 42 8.9
1n 2 43 5 3.8 10 3.k 17 3.6
11-12 1 23.9 6 he5 hb 15.5 63 13.3
12 5 10,9 6 LS5 11 1.9 22 L.7
No Record 5 10,9 _& 3,0 _1 0.3 10 2.1
Total %  100.0 46 100.0 296 100.0 L7h 100.0

This table should be read as follows: In the school year 1947-1948 in
Arkansas 10, or 21,7 per cent, of the 46 schools offering general business
offered the course on the ninth-grade level only. This year was not included
in the Oklahoma study.



The Missouri study shows a definite trend toward placing the course in
general business on a lower grade level, In the school year 1936-1937 the
grade level placement of the course was divided evenly between ninth- and
tenth-grades and eleventh- and twelfth-grades, Fifty-one, or 47.4 per cent,
of the schools were offering the course on the ninth- and tenth-grade levels,
and 54, or 49,6 per cent, were offering the course on the eleventh-~ and
twelfth-grade levels., In the school year 19,0-1941 little change was noted
in the offering as 108, or 41.8 per cent, offered the course on the ninth-
and tenth-grade levels while 96, or 37.2 per cent, offered the course on the
eleventh- and twelfth-grade levels. By the school year 1945-1946, it becomes
evident that an effort was made to place the course on a lower grade level as
138, or 47.0 per cent, of the schools offering the course limited it to the
ninth- and tenth-grades and only 73, or 25.1 per cent, of the schools limited
the course to the eleventh- and twelfth-grades. This tendency is more pro-
nounced in 1947-1948, the final year of the study, when 144, or 48.7 per cent,

of the schools offered the course on the ninth- and tenth-grade levels and

67, or 22.6 per cent, of the schools limited the course to the eleventh-
and twelfth-grades,

In the initial year of the Oklahoma study, 1936~1937, the distribution
by grade level of the schools offering the course was almost evenly divided
between ninth- and tenth-grades and eleventh- and twelfth-grades, In
1940-1941, however, 30, or 50,8 per cent, of the schools were limiting en-
rollment in the course to the ninth- and tenth~ grade levels, and only 14,

or 23.7 per cent, of the schools offered the course on the eleventh- and

twelfth-grade levels. By the school year 1945~1946, 78, or 64.0 per cent,
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of the schools limited the course to the ninth- and tenth-grades, and 22, or
18,0 per cent, of the schools limited the course to the eleventh~ and twelfth-
grade levels,

From these data it appears that there is a definite trend toward offering

the course on the lower grade levels in all states except Arkansas. Taking
the L4-state area as a unit for each of the years covered, it can be seen that
in each year studied more than 50 per cent of the schools offering the course
were offering it on the ninth- and tenth-grade levels only., In the early
years of the studies, 1936-1937 and 1940-1941, about one-third of the schools
offering the course were offering it on the eleventh- and twelfth-grade levels
only., However, during the later years approximately one-fifth of the schools
limited the course to the eleventh- and twelfth-grade levels only,

Table VII shows the grade level on which the course in general business
was offered in each state according to the size of the school, In each of the
studies the size of the school was grouped into 3 main classifications. All
schools having enrollments of 100 students or less were placed in the small
school classification., All schools having enrollments of over 500 students
were classified as large schools, and a third classification was set up for
schools having enrollments of 101 to 500 students.

The Arkansas study reveals a tendency to offer the course to only the
lower grades in the larger schools. In 1945-1946 all 4 of the large schools
restricted the course to ninth- and tenth-grade levels. In 1946-1947, 5 of
the 6 schools offering the course were offering it on the ninth- and tenth-
grade levels only; and in 1947-1948, 7 of the 9 schools offering the course

were offering it to the ninth- and tenth-grades only. In the small and



NUMBER OF HIGH SCHOOLS OFFERING GENERAL BUSINESS IN FOUR-STATE

TABLE VII

AREA ON INDICATED GRADE LEVELS, ACCORDING TO SIZE OF SCHOOL

IN THE SCHOOL YEARS 1936-1937, 1940-1941,
1945-1946, 1946-1947, and 1947-1948

.l

Arkensas =~ Kansas ~_ Missourd _ OKlahoma
Grade Level O- 101-Over O- 101-Over- O- 101-Over O- 101-Over O-

T
101-Over

100 500 500 100 500 500 100 500 500 100 500 500 100 500 500
9 3 6 2 5 7 1 8 13 3
10 1 2 2 730 1 1 8 32 &4
9-10 3 1 3 2
9~10~11 1 1
9=-10-11~12 1 1
10-11 1 1 1 1 1 1
10-11-12 X I | 2
1 1 2 8 7 15 8 1
11-12 3 32 2 T T T |
12 1 13 14 3 1 14 3
No Record B S SRF - SR S SR
Total n 14 5 W 59 5 5 55 7T 15

This table should be read as follows:

The school year 1936-1937 was not

included in the Arkansas study., In the same year in Kansas of the 30 schools
offering general business, 3 schools having a total student enroliment of
0=100 offered the course on the ninth-grade level.
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TABLE VII (CONTINUED)

NUMBER OF HIGH SCHOOLS OFFERING GENERAL BUSINESS IN FOUR-STATE
AREA ON INDICATED GRADE LEVELS, ACCORDING TO SIZE OF SCHOOL
IN THE SCHOOL YEARS 1936-1937, 1940-1941,

19451946, 1946-1947, and 1947-1948

Arkansas =~ Kansas ~_ Missouri _ Oklahoma otal
Grade Level O= 101-Over 0= 100-Over O- 10]l-Over O- 101-Over O- 101-Over
100 500 500 100 500 500 100 500 500 100 500 500 100 500 500

9 6 11 5 5 6 5 + S T ! 12 18 11
10 L 14 3 27T 43 7 5 10 3 36 67 13
9-10 1, 8 3 10 2 1 2 18 20 2
9-10-11 3 3
9=10-11~-12 1 2 1 2 1 3 4
10-11 Z & L 12 1 1 k& 7T 20 1
10-11-12 3 2 1 10 18 3 I A 13 21 5
11 1 1 L 5 1 15 6 1
11~12 3 38 2, 3 T 3 =2 45 30 5
12 1 4 8 3 r SRR 10 8

No Record S o o o e e s e L
Total 35 49 9 113123 22 17 22 7 165194 38

This table should be read as follows: The school year 1940-1941 was not in-
cluded in the Arkansas study. In the same year in Kansas of the 93 schools
offering general business, 6 schools having a total student enrollment of
0-100 offered the course on the ninth-grade level,
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TABLE VII (CONTINUED)

NUMBER OF HIGH SCHOOLS OFFERING GENERAL BUSINESS IN FOUR-STATE
AREA ON INDICATED GRADE LEVELS, ACCORDING TO SIZE OF SCHOOL
IN THE SCHOOL YEARS 19361937, 1940-1941,

1945-1946, 1946-1947, and 1947-1948

1945-1946

JArkansas =~ __Kansas = _ Missouri __ Oklahoma I
Grade Level o- 101-0m- O- 101-Over O- 101-Over O- 101-Over O- 10l-Over
00 500 500 100 500 500 100 500 500 100 500 500 100 500 500
9 2 79 2 72 3 1 2 5 5 1 15 30 10
10 2 1 12 11 3 45 63 7 2417 1 8 93 12
9~10 2 2 1 12 8 1 9 5 1 1, 6 2 3% 2 5

9-10-11 2 1 2 1
9=10-11-12 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 1
10-11 2 2 1 1 18 2 7 1 25 19 3
10-11-12 L 1 1 26 17 2 2 3 32 2 4
1n 2 1 9 3 2 2 100 7 2
11-12 9 2 1 38 13 1 10 4 59 18 1
12 1 1 3 2 2 2 4 1 4 2 10 9 3
R - N . L T RS YPTRREP TR

Total 18 17 &4 45 43 11 147126 20 68 37 6 278223 M

== T I T I T T T T A T I T

This table should be read as follows: In the school year 1945-1946 in
Arkansas of the 39 schools offering general business, 2 schools having a total
student enrollment of 0-100 offered the course on the ninth-grade level,



TABLE VIX (CONTINUED)

NUMBER OF HIGH SCHOOLS OFFERING CENERAL BUSINESS IN FOUR-STATE
AREA ON INDICATED GRADE LEVELS, ACCORDING TO SIZE OF SCHOOL

TN THE SCHOOL YEARS 1936~1937, 1940-1941,
19L5-1946, 1946-1947, and 1947-1948

1946-1947

57

Arkansas =~ Kansas =~ Missouri _ COklahoma
Crade Level 0= 101~0Over O= 101-=Over O= 101=-Over O= 101=Over

0= 101-Over
100 500 500 100 500 500 100 500 500 100 500 500 100 500 500
9 2 5 2 1017 2 1 3 5 13 25 9
10 3 3 2 11 1 4 52 7, 8 66 &8 14
9-10 b 1 11 11 3 6 5 1 17 20 5
9=10=-11 1 1 1 1
9=10=11-12 1 2 1 1 L 1
10-11 1 2 1 8 2 2 9 22 3
10-11-12 1 1 3 2 16 2 2 2, 3
11 s | 3 ¢ 1 3 8 1
11-12 2 8 3 2 30 13 2 35 21 &
12 2 7 1 3 3 4 1 6 14 1
No Record Al ol s Al SR s, o PR [t
Total 12 29 6 44 47 14 120151 20 176 227 4O

This table should be read as follows:
Arkensas of the 47 schools offering general business, 2 schools having a total

student enrollment of 0-100 offered the course on the ninth-grade level.
year was not included in the Oklahoma study.

In the school year 1946-1947 in

This



TABLE VII (CONTINUED)

NUMBER OF HICGH SCHOOLS OFFERING GENERAL BUSINESS IN FOUR-STATE
AREA ON INDICATED GRADE LEVELS, ACCORDING TO SIZE OF SCHOOL
IN THE SCHOOL YEARS 1936-1937, 1940-1941,

1945-1946, 1946-1947, and 1947-1948

1947-1948

Arkansas =~ _Kansas =~ Missouri __ Oklahoma Total
Grade Level O~ 101-Over O- 101-Over O- 101-Over O- 101-Over O- 101-Over

100 500 500 100 500 500 100 500 500 100 500 500 100 500 500
9 2 5 2 9 18 2 2 4 11 25 8
10 L 2 17 9 L 49 67 5 66 80 11
9-10 2 3 10 8 1 10 6 1 20 16 5
9-10-11 1 2 3
9-10~-11-12 5 2 3 3 g 2 a3
10-11 3 1 16 22 5 19 23 5
10-11-12 1 4 1 2 16 19 20 20 3
11 31 3 2 3 5 5 7 6 4
11-12 5 6 3 3 31 1, 1 3% 23 1
12 5 2 3 1 6 4 1 8 12 2
No Record ! e o il il el e &2 1
Total 10 24 9 55 47 14 137 141 18 202 212 11

This table should be read as follows: In the school year 1947-1948 in
Arkansas of the 43 schools offering general business, 2 schools having a total
student enrollment of 0-100 offered the course on the ninth-grade leve., This
year was not included in the Oklahoma study.
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middle size schools, however, this does not hold true, In these schools the
offering seems to be fairly general for all grades. In the school year
1945-1946 only /4 of the 18 small schools offering the course limited the course
to ninth- and tenth-grade students while 10 limited the course to upperclass-
men, Eleven of the middle size schools offered the course to the lower grades
only while only 3 limited the course to upperclassmen., During the succeeding
years the picture changed only slightly as in 1947-1948, 2 of the 10 small
schools offering the course limited the enrollment to ninth- and tenth-grade
students while 5 offered the course to eleventh- and twelfth-grade students
only, and 11 of the 24 middle size schools offered the course to ninth- and
tenth-grade students, while 12 offered the course to upperclassmen,

The Kansas study shows a decided trend toward offering the course on the
lower grade levels in all sizes of school, In each instance 50 per cent or
more of the schools of all sizes were limiting enrollment in the course to
ninth- and tenth-grade students. In the school year 1936-1937, 7 of the 11
small schools, 9 of the 14 middle size schools, and 4 of the 5 large schools
offering the course were restricting the enrollment to ninth- and tenth-grade
students only. These proportions remained about the same throughout the study
and by 1947-1948, 36 of the 55 small schools offering the course, 35 of the
47 middle size schools, and 7 of the 14 large schools were offering the course
on the ninth- and tenth-grade levels only.

The Missouri study does not follow the pattern shown in the Kansas study

as far as grade level offering according to size of school. In the school

year 1936-1937, 30 of the 44 small schools offering the course were offering
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it to upperclassmen only and only 12 were limiting the course to the lower
grades, In the middle size schools only 21 of the 59 schools offering the
course limited it to eleventh- and twelfth-grades while 37 limited the course
to the lower grades., Of the 5 large schools offering the course 2 offered

it to the ninth- and tenth-grades only while 3 offered it to the twelfth
grade only. In 1940-194]1 the same pattern held true for the Missouri schools,
More than 50 per cent of the small schools offering the course offered it to
the upper grades only, but approximately 50 per cent of the middle size
schools and the large schools limited the enrcliment to the lower grades. In

the school year 1945-1946 the small schools began to show the first indication
of a tendency to offer the course on the lower levels., In this year 55 of the

147 small schools offered the course to the lower grades only and 49 schools
limited the course to the upper grades only. Seventy of the 126 middle size
schools offered the course to the ninth- and tenth-grades and only 20 offered
the course to the eleventh- and twelfth-grades. Of the 20 large schools
offering the course, 13 were offering it to the ninth- and tenth-grades only.
In the school year 1947-1948, 59 of the 137 small schools were offering the
course to the ninth- and tenth-grades, and 42 were offering the course to the
eleventh- and twelfth-grades only; 75 of the middle size schools were offering
the course to the lower grade levels and 18 were limiting the course to the
upper grades; and 10 of the 18 large schools were offering the course to the
lower grades only.

In the Oklahoma study there was a very limited offering of the course in

general business in the school year 1936-1937. Of the 5 schools offering the
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course In this year, one offered the course to the lower grades only and one
to the higher grades only. In the school year 1940-1941 there seems to be no
preference toward a certain grade level in the small schools as 7 of the 17
small schools offering the course offered it on the lower grade levels and 8
offered it on the higher grade levels., However, in the middle size schools

13 of the 22 schools offering the course were offering it on the lower grade
levels, Of the 7 large schools offering the course 4 restricted the enrollment
to the lower grades. By 1945-1946 a definite preference is shown for offering
the course on the lower grade levels in the smaller schools. In this year 4
of the 68 small schools, 24 of the 37 middle size schools, and 3 of the 6

large schools were offering the course on the ninth- and tenth-grade levels
only. By contrast, in this year there were 14 small schools, 8 middle size
schools, and no large schools limiting the course to the eleventh- and twelfth-
grade levels,

It appears from these data that there is a definite trend toward offering
the course on the ninth- and tenth-grade levels in the A-state area., In the
initial year covered in the Kansas, Missouri, and Oklahoma studies, there was
a definite preference for offering the course on the upper grade level in the
small schools as 32 of the 55 schools offering the course limited the enroll-

ment to eleventh- and twelfth-grade students. The middle size schools showed

a tendency to offer the course on the lower grade levels during this year as
46 of the 73 high schools offering the course limited the offering to the

ninth- and tenth-grade students. In the large schools the offering was about
equally divided between lower and upper grade students, In the school year

1940-1941. the trend toward offering the course in the lower grades first
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became noticeable. In this year 66 of the 165 small schools offering the
course offered it to the ninth- and tenth-grades only and 70 offered it to
the eleventh- and twelfth-grades only. In the middle size schools 105 of the

194 schools offering the course offered it to the eleventh- and twelfth~-
grades, In the large schools 26 of the schools offered the course to the
ninth- and tenth-grades and only 6 limited the course to the eleventh- and
twelfth~grades, These data remain basically the same during the last 3 years
studied, The school. year 1945-1946 is the only one common to all 4 studies,
In the small schools 134 of the 278 schools offering the course were offering
it on the ninth- and tenth-grade levels., Only 79 schools limited the offering
to eleventh~ and twelfth-grades, The middle size and large schools show more
of a tendency to offer the course on the lower grade levels as 144 of the 223
middle size schools and 27 of the 41 large schools offering the course limited
the offering to the lower grades while 34 of the middle size schools and only

6 of the large schools offering the course limited the offering to the upper

grades., Arkansas, Missouri, and Kansas reported for the years 1946-1947 and
1947-1948, During these later years approximately 50 per cent of the schools
offering the course limited the course to lower grade levels and approximately
20 per cent limited the course to the upper grade levels, In the school year
1946-1947, 96 of the 176 schools offering the course were offering it to the
lower grades only and 44 were offering it to the upper grades only; in the
middle size schools 133 of the 227 schools offering the courae limited it to
the ninth- and tenth-grades and 43 limited it to the eleventh- and twelfth-
grades; and in the large schools 28 of the 40 schools offering it offered the

course on the ninth- and tenth-grade levels and 6 offered it to the eleventh-
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and twelfth-grades only. In the school year 1947-1948, 97 of the 202 small
high schools were offering the course to the ninth- and tenth-grades and 5
offered the course to the eleventh- and twelfth-grades; 131 of the 212 middle
size schools limited the course to the ninth- and tenth-grades and 41 limited
it to the eleventh- and twelfth-grades; and in the large schools 24 of the
41 schools offering the course limited it to the ninth- and tenth-grades and
only 7 limited it to the eleventh—- and twelfth-grades,

Course Titles. The data on course titles as listed in Tables VIII and IX
were obtained directly from the daily schedule in the application for accredit-
ing or approval by Hopper, Madaus, Bruton, and Overman. The specific title
used by the school was taken directly from this form. Twenty-four different
course titles were used by the schools in the L4-state area.

In the initial year of the Arkansas study, 1945-1946, a strong preference
was shown for the use of the title "general business" as 23, or 58.9 per cent,
of the schools offering the course used this title. In the same year 9, or
23.1 per cent, used the course title "introduction to business." In the

succeeding school year a radical change occurred. In this year 34, or 68,0

per cent, of the schools offering the course used the title "introduction to
business,” and only 10, or 20,0 per cent, used the title "general business."
In the school year 1947-1948 a return was made to the original standing and
34, or 75.5 per cent, of the schools offering the course used the title
"general business" while only 4, or 8.8 per cent, of the schools used the
title "introduction to business." Five other course titles were used by

the other schools offering the course, but none of the course titles had any

large degree of popularity.



TABLE VIII

NUMBER AND PER CENT OF HIGH SCHOOLS IN FOUR-STATE AREA REPORTING VARIOUS
TITLES FOR THE COURSE IN GENERAL BUSINESS IN THE SCHOOL YEARS
19361937, 1940-1941, 1945-1946, 1946-1947, and 1947-1948

1936-1937

Course Title oness m‘ﬂ%ﬁ e Odahgme o Totel

General Business b 9.3 19 17.6 1 Tel 24, 14.6
Business Training 1 25,7 20 18.5 1 7.1 32 19.4
Junior Business 5 1.6 L 3.7 8 57.4 17 10.3
General Business Practice 31 28.7 31 18.8
Junior Business Training 3 7.0 8 Tels 11 6.7
Business Practice 4 3.7 I 2.4
Elementary Business Training 2 1.9 2 1.2
General Business Training L 9.3 6 5.6 10 6.1
General Business Science A 9.3 5 Lb 9 5.5
Business Science 5 1.6 2 1.9 7 L2
Business Principles 2 L7 1 0.9 1 7.1 A b
Elements of Business 1 2.3 3 2.8 L 2.4
Introduction to Business 1 2.3 1 0.9 1 7.1 3 1.8
Junior Business Practice 1 0.9 - 1 0.6
General Business Problems 1 0.9 1 0.6
Business Methods 1 2.3 > 3 7.1 2 1.2
Elementary Business 1 7.1 1 0.6
Business Fundamentals 2.3 1l 0.6
Business Life _1 2.3 = o - 0.6
Total 43 100.0 108 100.0 14 100.0 165 100.0

This table should be read as follows: The school year 1936-1937 was not included in the Arkansas atudy
In the same year in Kansas 4, or 9.3 per cent, of the 43 schools offering general business reported the
course title "general business."

‘?9



TABLE VIII (CONTINUED)

NUMBER AND PER CENT OF HIGH SCHOOLS IN FOUR-STATE AREA REPORTING VARIOUS
TITLES FOR THE COURSE IN GENERAL BUSINESS IN THE SCHOOL YEARS
1936-1937, 1940-1941, 1945-1946, 1946-19L7, and 1947-1948

WM
MMMM&._&

- —-- et
—— - D

Course Title No. Pct. Ne. Pct, No, Pet. No, Pet. No. Pect.
Ceneral Business 29 24.8 172 66,6 31  52.5 232 53.4
Business Training 27 23.0 18 7.0 3 Sed 48 11.0
Junior Business 16 13-6 ‘l- 105 3 5.1 23 5.3
General Business Practice 23 8.9 23 5.3
Junior Business Training 17  1k.4 10 3.9 8 13.5 35 8.1
Business Practice 1 0.9 16 6.2 17 3.9
Elementary Business Training 2 0.8 2 0.5
General Business Science 3 2.6 3 0.7
Business Science 8 6.8 1 0.4 2 3k 11 2.5
Business Principles 8 6.8 1 0.k 9 - i |
Introduction to Business 1 0.9 : 3 Ouly : | 17 3 0.7
Junior Business Practice 1 0.4 5 | 0.2
General Business Problems 1 O.44 1l 0.2
General Business Training 1l 0.9 8 3.1 9 1
Junior Commerce 1 0.9 1 Q.2
Modern Business 1 0.9 1 0.2
Business 2 1.7 2 34 A 0.9
Elementary Business 2 | 0.9 1 1.7 2 0.5
Junior Business Methods 1 0.9 1 0.2
Intermediate Business 2 34 2 0.7
Everyday Business L 6.8 L 0.9
Business Methods 1§ 1.7 : 3 0.2
Our Business Life - IS S % S g ¢ N}
Total 117 100.0 258 100.0 59 100,0 434 100,0

— b e e s - e e e e e e
—_ e s e o e e e A i ——

This table should be read as follows: The school year 1940-1941 was not included in the Arkansas study.
In the same year in Kansas 29, or 24.8 per cent, of the 117 schools offering general business reported
the course title "general business,"

99



TABLE VIII (CONTINUED)

NUMBER AND PER CENT OF HIGH SCHOQLS IN FOUR-STATE AREA REPORTING VARIOQUS
TITLES FOR THE COURSE IN GENERAL DUSINESS IN THE SCHCOL YEARS
1936-1937, 1940-1941, 1945-1946, 1946-1947, and 1947-1948

1945~1946

~Arkansas ._§£B£EL.. .Hi!a_una_ Oklahoma _____Esl__

Course Title No, Pet, Pct., te No, Pect. No. Pect.

General Business 23  58.9 56 47.5 268 91,8 9% 78,6 L3 Tl.L
Business Training 3 7.6 18 15.3 ) 4 2.3 L 3.2 32 5.5
Junior Business 3 2,6 16 13.7 L 3.2 21 3.6
General Business Practice 7 2.3 7 1.2
Junior Business Training 8 2.6 18 15,3 4 1.3 L 3.2 27 Le7
Business Practice 3 1.0 3 0.5
Elementary Business Training 1 0.8 1 0.2
General Business Training 1 2,6 3 1,0 1 0.9 5 0.9
General Business Science & 0.8 1 0.2
Business Science 1 0.8 1l 0.2
Business Principles 1 0.8 1 0.3 2 0.3
Introduction to Business 9 23.1 3 2.6 1 0.9 13 2.3
Business Problems 1 2,6 : § 0.2
Junior Commerce b 0.8 1 0.2
Current Business 1 0.8 1 0.2
Business Explorations 1 0.8 1 0.2
Business 1 0.9 b 4 0,2
Occupations 1 0.9 1 0.2
Intermediate Business 1 0.9 1 0.2
Everyday Business — 9 T4 _9 _1.6
Total 39 100,0 118 100.0 293 100,0 122 100.0 572 100.0

- —_—
— —

This table should be read as follows: In the school year 1945-1946 in Arkansas 23, or 58.9 per cent,
of the 39 schools offering general business reported the course title "general business."




TABLE VIII (CONTINUED)

NUMBER AND PER CENT OF HIGH SCHOOLS IN FOUR~STATE AREA REPORTING VARIQUS
TITLES FOR THE COURSE IN GENERAL BUSINESS IN THE SCHCOL YEARS
1936-1937, 19401941, 1945-1946, 1946~1947, and 1947-1948

192.6-131.;

Arkansas  ~ _Kansas = Missourd = _Oklshoma __ Total
No. Pect. No, Pet, No. Pegt,

Course Title No., Pet, No, Pet,
General Business 10 20,0 55  LhJh 26K 90,7 329 70.8
Junior Business 1 2.0 19 15.3 2 0.7 22 L.8
General Business Practice 5 17 5 1.1l
Junior Business Training 1 2,0 21 17.0 2 0.7 2l 5¢3
Business Practice 1 0.8 2 0.7 3 0.6
< (eneral Business Training 1 2.0 6 2.1 T 15
General Business Science 1 0.8 1 0.2
Business Science 3 2.4 3 0.6
Business Principles 1 0.8 1 0.2
Introduction to Business 34 68,0 2 1.6 36 7.7
—-Business Organization and Practice 2 4.0 2 0.4
Junior Commerce X 0.8 1 0,2
Our Business Life 1l 0.8 ¢ 0,2
Current Business 1 0.8 1 0.2
Business Exploration 1 C.8 3 0.2
Business a -t I 1 R
Total 50 100.,0 124 100,0 291 1006.0 465 100,0

T e e e e
This table should be read as follows: In the school year 1946-1947 in Arkansas 10, or 20,0 per cent,

of the 50 schools offering general business reported the course title "general business." This year

was not included in the Oklahome study.
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TABLE VIII (CONTINUED)

NUMBER AND PER CENT OF HIGH SCHOOLS IN FOUR-STATE AREA REPORTING VARIOUS
TITLES FOR THE COUHSE IN GENERAL BUSINESS IN THE SCHOOL YEARS
1936-1937, 1940-1941, 1945-1946, 1946-1947, and 1947-1948

1947-1948
_Amg_ __Ee.eas_ M'_ _0122&11% E
Course Title Pct., No. Pet, No. Pect,
General Business 3L 755 7L 53.7 279 o2 38, 81.0
Business Training L 8.8 17 12,8 3.4 31 6.6
Junior Business 1 2.2 12 2.1 13 2.8
General Business Practice 2 0.7 2 Ol
Junior Business Training 2 bl 17 12.8 2 0.7 21 Lol
“General Business Training 1 2.2 3 2.3 3 1.0 7 1.5
General Business Science 3 0.8 - | 0.2
Business Science 3 2.3 3 0.6
Business Prineciples 2 1,5 2 0.4
Introduction to Business L 8.8 2 15 6 1.3
Junior Commerce 1 0.8 3 0.2
Senior Business 1 0 8 1 0.2
Current Business 1 1 0.2
Business Exploration e . Q, o o VR L
Total 46 100,0 132 100,0 296 100.0 474 100,0

This table should be read as follows: In the school year 1947-1948 in Arkansas 34, or 75.5 per cent,
of the 46 schocls offering general business reported the course title "general business.” This year
was not included in the Oklahoma study.
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In the Kansas study for the school year 1936-1937 a preference was shown
for the course title "business training" as 11, or 25.7 per cent, of the schools
offering the course used this title. In the same year 5, or 11.6 per cent,
of the schools used the title "junior business" and the same number used the
title "business science.” Four, or 9.3 per cent, used each of the titles
"general business," "general business training,” and "general business science."
Seven other course titles were used by a total of 10 schools. In the school
year 1940-1941 approximately one-half of the schools offering the course used
the course titles "general business" or "business training." Twenty-nine, or
24,8 per cent, of the schools used the title "general business" and 27, or
23.0 per cent, used the title "business training." Seventeen, or 1l4.4 per
cent, of the schools used the title "junior business training" and 16, or 13.6
per cent, used the title "junior business." In the 24 remaining schools, 11
different course titles were used. By the school year 1945-1946 a decided
preference was shown for the title "general business" as 56, or 47.5 per cent,
of the schools uysed this title, BEach of the titles "business training,"
"junior business training," and "junior business" was used by approximately
15 per cent of the schools offering the course, The same basic pattern was
followed in the school year 1946-1947 when 55, or LL.4 per cent, of the
schools used the title "general business." Again the titles assuming secondary
importance were "business training," "junior business training," and ®junior

business® with approximately 15 per cent of the schools using each title. A
greater number and per cent of schools were using the title "general business"

in the school year 1947-1948 than in any previous year when 71, or 53.7 per cent,



of the schools offering the course used this title, The titles "business
training,” "junior business," and "junior business training" were of secondary
importance as about 10 per cent of the schools used each of these titles.

In the Oklahoma study a radical change is shown. In the first year of

the study, 1936-1937, 8, or 57.4 per cent, of the schools offering the course
used the title "junior business." Different titles were used by each of the
6 other schools offering the course. By 1940-1941, 31, or 52.5 per cent, of
the schools offering the course were using the title "general business.”
However, 8, or 13.5 per cent, of the schools called the course "junior business
training." Ten different course titles were used by the 20 additional schools
offering the course. In the school year 1945-1946 a decided preference was
shown for the title "general business" as 96, or 78.6 per cent, of the schools
offering the course used this title. Nine other course titles were used by
the remaining 26 schools offering the course. Of these 26 schools 9 used the
title "everyday business.”

A summary shows that in the first year of the Kamsas, Missouri, and
Oklahoma studies, 1936-1937, 4 titles were commonly used for the course. The
titles "business training," "general business practice," "general business,"
and "junior business" were used in the order named with approximately 15 per
cent of the schools offering the course using each title, There were 15 other
titles used by the remaining schools. In the same 3-state area in the school
year 1940-1941 a preference was shown for the title "general business" when
232, or 53.4 per cent, of the schools offering the course used this title.

In the same year 48, or 11.0 per cent, of the schools used the title "business

training." The remaining schools offering the course used 21 different titles
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each of which was used by 8 per cent or less of the schools. In each of the

school years 1945-1946, 1946-1947, and 1947-1948 more than 70 per cent of the
schools offering the course used the title "general business." A total of 19
additional course titles were used by the remaining schools; none of these
titles was used by more than 7 per cent of the schools. These data indicate
that there has been a rapid change in the course title selected by individual
schools to name the course referred to as "general business." In the first
year, 1936-1937, less than 15 per cent of the schools offering the course used
the title "general business." By the school year 1947-1948, more than 80
per cent of the schools offering the course used the title "general business."
Table IX indicates the course titles used in the different size schools.

In the Arkansas study it is obvious that a marked preference was shown for the
course title "general business" in all sizes of schools in the school year

1945-1946, In this year 11 of the 19 small schools, 11 of the 17 middle size
schools, and 2 of the 4 large schools offering the course preferred the title
"general business." In the next year, 1946-19L47, a preference was shown for

the course title "general business" in only the large schools when 3 of the 6

schools offering the course used this title, Seven of the 30 middle size
schools also used the title "general business." However, 12 of the 13 small
schools and 22 of the 30 middle size schools offering the course used the title
"introduction to business." In the final year of the study, 194L7-1948, a
return was made to the title "general business."” In this year 7 of the 10

small schools, 20 of the 25 middle size schools, and 6 of the 11 large schools

offering the course used this title,



TABLE IX

NUMBER OF HIGH SCHOCLS IN FOUR-STATE AREA REPORTING VARIOUS COURSE TITLES
ACCORDING TO SIZE OF SCHOOL IN THE SCHOOL YFARS
1936-1937, 1940-1941, 1945-1946, 1946-1947, and 1947-1948

1936~1937
—Arkansas ~ __Kansas = _ Missourd 9 ——iotal
Courss Title 0= 101-Cver O~ 1C1-Over O~ 10Y~Over O~ 101-Over O~ 10l-Cver
100 500 500 100 500 500 100 500 500 100 500 500 100 500 500
General Business 3 X 9 9 1 : 10 10 3
Business Training 3 2 6 15 : 4 9 17 1
Junior Business 2 1 > SR | 3 2
General Business Practice 16 12 2 16 12 2
Junior Business Training : - & 2 2 .7 1
Business Practice 2 2 2 2
Elementary Business Training A | i 1
General Business Training 1 1 5 3 6
General Business Science 3 1 s S 3 T ‘%
Business Science 2 3 2 2 5
Business Principles 1 1 2 1 3 2
Elements of Business y 3 3 1
Introduction to Business ) | 1l 1 1 2
Junior Business Practice 1 i
General Business Problems : | 1l
Business Methods 1 1
Business Fumdamentals 1 1
Business Life ) % B . A 1 — s L
Total 11 14 5 43 60 5 5 54 T4 15

This table should be read as follows: The school year 1936-1937 was not included in the Arkansas study,
In the same year in Kansas of the 11 schools having a total student snrollment of 100 or less, 1 reported
the course title "general business,"

2L



TABLE IX (CONTINUED)

NUMBER OF HIGH SCHOOLS IN FOUR-STATE AREA REFORTING VARIOUS COURSE TITLES
ACCORDING TO SIZE OF SCHOOL IN THE SCHOOL YEARS

1936-1937, 1940-1941, 19451946, 1946-1947, and 1947-1948

_ 1940~19L1
Course Title O~ 101-Over 0= 101-Over 0= 101l=Over O~ 10l-Over 0= 101-Over

100 500 500 100 500 500 100 500 500 100 500 500 100 500 500

General Business 10 15 2 87 7M1 8 10 18 2 107 110 12
Business Training 8 7 =2 5 11 2 : TR | 13 19 5
Junior Business 8 5 by 9 9
General Business Practice 10 12 4 10 12 4
Junior Buciness Training 3 6 1 1 5 4 1 2 s 11 7
Business Practice 1 6 7 1 T 2 1
Elementary Business Training 2 2
General Business Training 1 3 4 1 L 4 1
General Business Science I X 2 1 1 1
Business Science 1 5 1  § ; S 2 6 2
Business Principles 7 1 1 1 7 1
Introduction to EBusiness 1 1 : X
General Business Problems p B ;
Modern Business 1 1
Business d 3 1 a 31
Elementary Business 1 1

Junior Business Methods 1 1
Everyday Business s 2 * 2

Our Business Life 1l > &
Business Methods R 1l
Intermediate Business O e IR (S SN 1
Total 35 4% 9 113 123 22 17 22 7 165 194 38

This table should be read as follows: The school ysar 1940-194) was not included in the Arkansas study,
In the same year in Kansas of the 35 schools having a total student enrollment of 100 or less, 10 reported
the course title "general business." 3



TABLE IX (CONTINUED)

NUMBER OF HIGH SCHOOLS IN FOUR-STATE AREA REPORTING VARIOUS COURSE TITLES
ACCORDING TO SIZE OF SCHOOL IN THE SCHOOL YEARS
1936-1937, 1940-1941, 1945-1946, 1946-1947, and 1947-1948

1945=1946

- e

~Arkansas =~ __Kansas

~Oklahoma = ___ Total
O« 101-Over 0=~ 101-Over

Course Title O~ 101-Over O= 101~Over Ol-Over

100 500 500 100 500 500 00 500 500 100 500 500 100 500 500
General Business 11 11 2 25 23 3 31 114 13 58 31 4 235 179 22
Business Training 1 2 1 5 6 1 1 § 1 I 21X 15 4
Junior Business > & 7 § 1 2 X 8 6 2
General Business Practice 3 3 1 3 3 1
Junior Business Training 1 7 5 3 L 1 8 6 7
Business Practice i 3 2 i 3 X
Elementary Business Training 1 1
General Business Training 3 1 L
General Business Science 1 1l
Business Principles 1 1 1 1
Introduction to Business 6 3 3 1 6 6 1
Business Problems 1 1
Current Business 1 3
Business Exploration 1 1
Everyday Business G e i e, A W e i k. e kel
Total 19 17 &4 55 43 11 147 126 20 68 37 6 279 222 11

This table should be read as follows: In the school year 1945-1946 in Arkansas of the 19 schools having
a total student enrollment of 100 or less, 1l reported the course title "general business,"



TABLE IX (CONTINUED)

NUMBER OF HIGH SCHOOLS IN FOUR=STATE AREA REPORTING VARIOUS COURSE TITLES
ACCORDING TO SIZE OF SCHOOL IN THE SCHOOL YRARS
1936=1937, 1940-1941, 1945-1946, 1946-1947, and 1947-1948

General Business 7 3 19 27 6 11 137 13 133 171 22
Business Training 1 L 4 1 3 5§ 2 7 9 &4
Junior Business 11 4 2 1 6

General Business Practice l1 3 1 + 3 2
Junior Business Training 1 7 & 3 2 7 8 6
Business Practice 1 1 1 2 1
General Business Training : | 1 b 1 1 4 2
General Business Science 1 1l

Business Science . ¢ i 1
Business Principles 1 p 8
Introduction to Business 12 22 1 12 23

Business Organigation and Practice 1 1 1 1

Current Business 1 1
Business Exploration 1 - 4
Business - s . ewe e ke e R\ NEg—
Total 13 30 6 L 46 1, 120151 20 177 227 40

T T T T e T T e T

This table should be read as follows: In the school year 1946~1947 in Arkansas of the 13 schools having
a total student enrollment of 100 or less, 12 reported the course title "introduction to business,"
This year was not included in the Oklahoma study,

|

i



TABLE IX (CONTINUED)

NUMBER OF HIGH SCHOOLS IN FOUR-STATE AREA REPORTING VARIOUS COURSE TITLES

ACCORDING TO SIZE OF SCHOOL IN THE SCHOOL YEARS

1936-1937, 1940~1941, 1945-1946, 1946~1947, and 1947-1948

_ __ 1947-1948
~Arkansas Kansas —Oklshoma = ___ Total
Course Title 0= 10l-Over 0= 101-Over O~ 101-Over 0= 101-Over O~ 101-Over

100 500 500 100 50C 500 100 500 500 100 500 500 100 500 500
General Business 7 20 6 30 31 7 134 132 13 171 183 26
Business Training 1 3 kA 7 2 5 3 6 13 6
Junior Business T & X 7 2 A
General Business Practice 1 1 1 1
Junior Business Training 1 1 1 9 4 2 1 1l i 5 4
General Business Training > TR | 3 1 4
General Business Science 1 1
Buginess Science 2 X X I 3 X
Introduction to Business 2 2 1 2 3
Business Problems 1 1
Junior Business 1l 1l
Senior Business 1 1
Current Business : X 1
Business Exploration e e = . Y P, R !
Total 10 25 11 5, 48 1k 137 41 18 201 214 43

This table should be read as follows:

a total student enrollment of 100 or less, 7 reported the course title "general business,”
was not included in the Oklahoma study,

In the school year 1947-1948 in Arkansas of the 10 schools having
This year

oL
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The Kansas study indicates no preference for any course title in any size
school in the school year 1936-1937. In this year no title was used by more
than 3 schools in any size classification. By 1940-1941 a slight preference
is shown for the course title "general business." In this year 10 of the 35
small schools and 15 of the 49 middle size schools offering the course used
the title "general business." In the small schools each of the titles
"business training" and "junior business" were used by 8 schools; in the
middle size schools the titles "business training" and "business principles"
were used by 7 schools, the title "junior business training" was used by 6
schools, and the titles "junior business" and "business science" were used
by 5 schools. In the large school classification 7 different course titles
were used by a total of 9 schools, By 1945-19.¢ a definite preference is
shown for the title "general business" in the small and middle size schools.
In this year more than one-half of the schools in each classification offering
the course used this title, Each of the t.ities "general business" and
"junior business training" were used by 3 of the 1arge schools offering the
course. In the school year 1946-1947 a strong preference was shown for the
title "general business™ in small and middle size schools. In this year 19
of the L) small schools and 27 of the 46 middle size schools used this title.
However, 25 per cent of the small schools used the title "junior business."
In the large schools 6 of the 14 schools offering the course used the title

“general business," the first indication of a preference for this title in the

large schools in Kansas. By 1947-1948, 30 of the 54 small schools, 31 of the
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48 middle size schools, and 7 of the 14 large schools offering the course
were using the title "general business,"

The Missouri study shows the greatest preference for the use of the title
"general business.” In the initial year of the study, 1936-1937, 16 of the 43
small schools offering the course used the title "general business practice,”
but 9 used the title "general business." In the 60 middle size schools only
9 used the title "general business" while 12 used the title "general business
practice" and 15 used the title "business training." In the 5 large schools
4 different course titles were used. By 1940-1941 the first preference is
shown for the title "general business" in all sizes of schools when 87 of the
113 small schools, 77 of the 123 middle size schools, and & of the 22 large
schools used this title. In 1945-1946 the prefcrence is more pronounced when
141 of the 147 small schools, 11 of the 126 middle size schools, and 13 of
the 20 large schools offering the course used the title "general business.,"

A total of only 25 schools in 2ll sizes used titles other than "general
business." The same is true of the school year 1946-1947 when 114 of the 120
small schools, 137 of the 151 middle size schools, and 13 of the 20 large

schools offering the course used the title "general business." The most marked

preference for the title "general business™ appears in the school year 1947-
1948 when 134 of the 137 small schools, 132 of the 141 middle size schools,
and 13 of the 18 large schools used this title, Only 18 schools in all

sizes used titles other than "general business."

In the OCklahoma study no small or middle size schools offered the course

in 1936-1937. In the 5 large schools offering the course 5 different course
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titles were used. In the school year 1940-1941 the first indication is shown
of a preference for the course title "general business™ in the small and
middle size schools when 10 of the 17 small schools and 18 of the 22 middle
size schools used this title. In the 7 large schools offering the course 5
different course titles were still being used. By 1945-1946, the final year
of the study, 58 of the 68 small schools, 31 of the 37 middle size schools,
and L of the 6 large schools offering the course used the title "general
business,”

In comparing these data for the L-state area we find 3 states, Kansas,
Missouri, and Oklahoma, reporting in the school year 1936-1937. In this year
16 of the 5L small schools and 12 of the 74 middle size schools preferred the
course title "general business practice." At the same time 9 small schools
and 17 middle size schools preferred the title "business training" while only
10 small schools and 10 middle size schools preferred the title "general
busiaess."” In the large schools 10 different titles were used by the 15 schools
offering the course, In the same 3-state area for the school year 1940-1941
a strong preference is shown for the title "general business" in all sizes of
schools as 107 of the 165 small schools, 110 of the 1945 middle size schools
and 12 of the 38 large schools offering the course used this title. In the
school year 1945-1946, the only year common to all L studies, it is seen that
the overwhelming coice was the title "general business" when 235 of the 279
small schools, 179 of the 222 middle size schools and 22 of the 41 large
schools offering the course used this title. In the school year 1946-1947
only 3 states, Arkansas, Kansas, and Missouri, reported. A strong preference

was shown for the title "general business® when 133 of the 177 small schools,



171 of the 227 middle size schools, and 22 of the 4O large schools offering
the course used this title. In the school year 1947-1948, covered in the same
3 studies, only 78 schools in all siges used course titles other than "general
business," ‘“General business" was preferred by 171 of the 201 small schools,
183 of the 214 middle size schools, and 26 of the 43 large schools offering

the course. From these data it is obvious that a very strong preference is

shown to call the course "general business™ in all sizes of schools for the
L states compared in this study.,

Other Business Subjects Offered by Schools Offering General Business,
In order toc determine whether general business was offered in schools with

extensive or limited business offerings, data concerning other business sub-
jects offered with general business are tabulated in Table X. The most fre-
quently offered courses in any business curriculum are typing, shorthand, and
bockkeeping, and so these were analyzed., All other business offerings are
grouped under the general heading "miscellaneous."

During the school year 1945-1946 and 1946-1947 in the Arkansas study,
it is obvicus that of the schools offering the course in general business many
schools offered no other commercial subjects as more than one-fourth of the
schools reported general business as being the only commercial course. In
1945-1946, 6 of the 39 schools offering the course also offered typing, short-
hand, and bookkeeping while 5 offered the complete typing, shorthand, book=-
keeping, and miscellaneous curriculum. In 1946-1947, 8 of the 49 schools
offering the course offered the complete curriculum, typing, shorthand, book=-

keeping, and miscellaneous, and 5 offered a relatively complete typing, short-

hand, and bookkeeping curriculum. In the final year of the study a change is



TABLE X

NUMBER AND PER CENT OF HIGH SCHOOLS OFFERING GENERAL BUSINESS AND OTHER
BUSINESS SUBJECTS IN FOUR-STATE AREA IN THE SCHOOL YEARS

1936-1937, 1940-1941, 1945-1946, 1946-1947, and 1947-1948

1936-1937
Arkensas  ~ __Kansas =~ _Misgourdi = Oklahoma I

Subjects No. Pet. No. Pct, Ne. Pct, Ne. Pct, No, Pet,

Typing 2 L7 9 8.3 3 21.4 1L 8.5
Bookkeeping : | 2.3 3 2.8 L 2.4
Typing-Shorthand 1 2.3 13 12,0 14 8.5
Typing-Misc. 2 L7 2 1.9 L 2.4
Typing-Shorthand-Bookkeeping L 9.3 2, 22,2 2 14,3 30 18,2
Typing-Shorthand-Misc, 1 RS 10 9,2 1 6.6
Typing-Bookkeeping-Misc, 3 6.9 7 6.5 10 6.1
Typing-Shorthand-Bookkeeping-Misc. 12 27.9 1 13.0 3 2.4 29 17.6
Bookkeeping 2 47 12 1.1 1, 8.5
Shorthand-Bookkeeping 1 2.3 1 0.6
Misc. 2 L7 2 1.9 I 2.4
None 2 27,9 12 111 b 42,9 30 _18,2
Total 43 100,0 108 100,0 14 100,0 165 100.0

This table should be read as follows: The school year 1936~1937 was not included in the Arkansas study,
In the same year in Kansas 2, or 4.7 per cent, of the 43 schools offering general business also offered

typing but no other business subject,

s



TABLE X (CONTINUED)

NUMBER AND PER CENT OF HIGH SCHOOLS OFFERING GENERAL BUSINESS AND OTHER
BUSINESS SUBJECTS IN FOUR-STATE AREA IN THE SCHOCL YEARS
1936-1937, 1940-1941, 1945-1946, 1946-1947, and 1947-1948

1940-1941

Arksnsas  ~ __Kensas =~ _Missowri =  Oklahoma ~ _ Total

Subjects No. Pet, No. Pect. No. Pet. No, Pet, No. Pet.

Typing 10 &,5 30 1.6 15 25.4 55 127
Bookkeeping 3 L2 3 07
Typing-Shorthand 8 6,8 2, 9.3 2 3.4 3L 7.8
Typing-Misc. L 3.4 9 3.5 2 3.4 15 34
Typing-Shorthand-Bookkeeping 17 4.5 54 20,9 9 15.2 80 18.4
Typing-Shorthand-Mise, L 3.4 15 5.8 19 L.k
Typing-Bookkeeping~ifisc, 5 k3 L 5.4 1 Lol
Typing-Shorthand-Bookkeeping-Misc. 34 29.1 69 o7 13 22,0 116 26,7
Typing-Bookkeeping 1 12,0 36 .0 8 13.6 58 13.4
Shorthand-Bookkeeping 1l o 1 2
Misc. 6 5.2 1 ol 2 34 9 2:1
None 15 _12.8 _2 o8 8 13,6 _25 __5.8
Total 117 100,0 258 100,0 59 100.0 434 100.,0

— e "
N — -— —_—

This table should be read as follows: The school year 1940-1941 was not included in the Arkansas study,
In the same year in Kansas 10, or 2.5 per cent, of the 117 schools offering general business also
offered typing but no other business subject,

c8



TABLE X (CONTINUED)

NUMBER AND PER CENT OF HIGH SCHOOLS OFFERING GENERAL BUSINESS AND OTHER
BUSINESS SUBJECTS IN FOUR-~STATE AREA IN THE SCHOOL YEARS
1936-1937, 1940-1941, 1945-19k6, 1946-19L7, and 1947-1948

1545-1946

Arkansas ~ __Kansas = _Missouri =  Oklahoma ~ _ Total _

Subjects No, Pet, No., Pect,. No., Pect. No. Pct. No, Pect,

Typing 3 7.7 L 3.k 21 7.2 16 13.1 L 7.7
Bookkeeping 2 0.7 2 1.6 L 0.7
Typing-Shorthand 3 77 8 6,8 30 10.2 20 16.4 61 10,7
Typing*—"isc. 2 501 2 lo? 10 331[ 3 2;5 17 219
Typing=-Shorthand-Bookkeeping 6 15.4 27 22,9 53 18,1 20 16.4 106 18,5
Typing-Shorthand-Misc, 2 5.1 1 0.8 31 10,6 8 6.6 L2 7.3
Typing-Bookkeeping~lisc, 2 5.1 8 6.8 1, L.,8 5 L. 29 5.1
Typing-Chorthand-Bookkeeping-Misc, 5 12,8 33 28,0 95 32.4 23 18.8 156 27.3
Typing-Bookkeeping 1 2,6 16 13.6 29 9.9 U 15 60 10.5
Misc, 2 5.1 : 4 5.9 3 1.0 12 2.1
None 11 28,2 11 9.3 I 11 9.0 38 6.6
Shorthand-Misc, 1 2.6 ' h 0,2
Shorthand 1 _26 _1 _0.2
Total 39 100.0 118 100,0 293 100,0 122 100,0 572 100,0

This table should be read as follows: In the school year 1945-1946 in Arkensas 3, or 7.7 per cent of
the 39 schools offering general business also offered typing but no other business subject.



TABLE X (CONTINUED)

NUMBER AND PER CENT OF HIGH SCHOOLS OFFERING GENERAL BUSINESS AND OTHER
BUSINESS SUBJECTS IN FOUR-STATE AREA IN THE SCHOOL YEARS
1936-1937, 1940-1941, 1945-1946, 1946-1947, and 1947-1948

_ 1946-1947
_&m ...JE__ _&qm ~Lklahoma __32.__

Subjects No, Pet. No, Pct, No, Pct, No, Pct,
Typing 3 6. 10 8.1 2 8.9 39 8.4
Bookkeeping
Typing=-Shorthand 5 10,2 7 5.6 21 Tl 33 71
Typing-Misc, 2 kel 1 0.8 , X 10 2.2
Typing~-Shorthand~Bookkeeping 5 10.2 2L 19.4 63 21.7 92 19.8
Typing-Shorthand-Misc, L 8.2 5 4.0 17 5.9 2 5.6
Typing-Bookkeeping-}isc, 3 6,1 7 5.6 2, 8.3 3L 7.3
Typing-Shorthand-Bookkeeping-Misc, & 16.3 39 31.5 9 33.0 143 30,8
Typing-Bookkeeping 3 61 13 10,5 28 9,6 by 9.5
Shorthand-Bookkeeping 1 0.3 1 0.2
Misc, 2 4l 10 8,0 1 0.3 13 2.9
None 13 26.5 8 6.5 7 2.4 28 6.0
Shorthand i S 8 ! 0.2
Total 49 100,0 124 100,0 291 100.0 L6  100,0

This table should be read as follows: In the school year 1946-1947 in Arkansas 3, or 6,1 per cent, of
the 49 schocls offering general business also offered typing but no other business subject. This year
was not ineluded in the Oklahoma study,

3



TABLE X (CONTINUED)

NUMBER AND PER CENT OF HIGH SCHOOLS OFFERING GENERAIL BUSINESS AND CTHER
BUSINESE SUBJECTS IN FPOUR-STATE ART®A IN THE SCHOOL YEARS
1936-1937, 19401941, 1945-1946, 1946=1947T, and 1947-1948

1947-1948

-Arkansas Missourd _Oklahoma — _ Total

Subjects No. Pect, No, Pct. Ne. Pct, No., Pct, Noe Pet,

Typing L 8.7 1 10,6 31 10.5 49 10,3
Typing-Misc, 2 Lok 1 0.8 11 3.7 1 3.0
Typing-Shorthand-Bookkeeping 5 10.9 23 17.4 54 18,2 82 17.3
Typ:!.ng—Shor’thand—His Ce J-I- 3.0 20 6-7 m‘- 5.1
Typing-Bookkeeping-Misc, 3 6.5 7 5¢3 27 9.2 37 7.8
Typing-Shorthand-Bookkeeping-Misc, 13 28,2 L0  30.3 82 277 135 28,5
Typing-Bookkeeping 15 1.4 38 12,8 53 11.2
Shorthand-Bockkeeping 2 1.5 2 0.7 4 0.8
Misec, b L. 6 6 1.3
None 7 _15.2 10 _ 7.6 s L7 22 _ 4.6
Total 46 100,0 132 100.0 296 100.0 474 100,0

This table should be read as follows: In the school year 1947-1948 in Arkansas L, or 8.7 per cent, of
the 46 schools offering general business also offered typing but no other business subject. This year
was not included in the Oklahoma study,

12}
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seen, Of the 46 schools offering the course only 7 offered no other commercial
courses while approximately 25 per cent of the schools offered the complete
typing, shorthand, bookkeeping, and miscellaneous curriculum in addition to
general business and another 25 per cent limited the additional commercial
offerings to typing and shorthand,

In the initial year of the Kansas study more than one-fourth of the schools
offering the course in general business offered no other commercial courses.
However, approximately one-fourth offered the complete typing, shorthand,
bookkeeping, and miscellaneous curriculum, No other commercial curriculum
was used by a large number of schools. By 1940-1941, 51, or 43.6 per cent, of
the schools offering the course offered either typing, shorthand, and book=-
keeping, or typing, shorthand, bookkeeping, and miscellaneous in addition to
general business., In this year only 15, or 12.8 per cent, of the schools
offered no other commercial courses. By 1945-1946 slightly more than 50 per
cent of the 118 schools offering the course offered either typing, shorthand,
and bookkeeping or typing, shorthand, bookkeeping, and miscellaneous, In this
year less than 10 per cent of the schools offering the course had no other
business courses. Again in 1946-1947 more than 50 per cent of the schools
offered at least the 3 major courses, and only 8, or 6.5 per cent, of the schools
offered no other business courses. In the school year 1947-1948 almost 50
per cent of the schocls offering the course were offering the 3 major subjects
in the commercial field and only 10, or 7.6 per cent, offered no other com-

mercial subjects.
In each of the years covered in the Missouri study the data indicate that

more than 75 per cent of the schools offering the course offered at least 2 of



the major courses in addition to general business. In the school year
1936-1937 more than one-third of the schools offering the course offered at
least typing, shorthand, and bookkeeping in addition. In the school year
194,0-1941 almost one-half of the 258 schools offering the course were offering
typing, shorthand, and bookkeeping as well, In each of the 3 closing years
of the study appraximately 50 per cent of the schcols offering the course
offered typing, shorthand, and bookkeeping as well. In the schools offering
only one course in addition to general business, the most popular course was
typing. Approximately 10 per cent of the schools offering the course offered
only typing as an additional commercial course for each of the years covered
in the study.

In the initial year of the Oklahama study, 1936-1937, 5, or 35.7 per
cent, of the schools offering the course offered typing, shorthand, and book-
keeping also., However, 6 schools offered no other commercial courses and 3
offered only typing. In 1940-1941 more than 25 per cent of the 59 schools
offering the course offered only typing as an additional commercial course.
In this same year 22, or 37.2 per cent, offered typing, shorthand, and book-
keeping. Only 8 schools offered no other business courses. By 1945-1946
slightly more than one-~third of the 122 schools of fering the course offered
at least typing, shorthand, and bookkeeping also. Typing and shorthand were
offered by 20, or 16.4 per cent, of the schools and typing only was offered
by 16, or 13.1 per cent.

From these data it appears that the most popular offering in the jL-state
area is a curriculum consisting of general business together with the 3 major
courses of typing, shorthand, and bookkeeping., In the school year 1936-1937
in which Kansas, Missouri, and Oklahoma reported approximately one~third of
the schools were offering typing, shorthand, and bookkeeping in addition to

general business. In this same year 30, or 18.2 per cent, of the schools
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offered no other business courses. By 1940-1941, 45 per cent of the schools
also offered typing, shorthand, and bookkeeping and only 25, or 5.8 per cent,
offered no other business courses. In the school year 1945-1946, common to
all of the studies, slightly less than one-half of the schools offered the 3
ma jor courses in addition to general business and approximately 5 per cent
offered no other business subjects. This pattern held true in the school
years 1946-1947 and 1947-1948 when approximately one-half of the schools
offering the course offered typing, shorthand, and bookkeeping also and about
5 per cent offered no other business courses. In each year covered the data
show that approximately 10 per cent of the schools offering the course offered
only typing as an additional commercial course. No other single course was
offered frequently with the general business course.

Subject-Matter Field Preparation of the Ceneral Business Teacher. For
purposes of the individual studies it was stated that a teacher having 21 or
more semester hours in commerce was considered as having a commerce major,
those having 11 to 21 hours were considered commerce minors, and those having
less than 11 hours in commerce were said to have less than a minor. These
data were taken directly from the applications for accrediting and approval.

As reported in Table XI, in the Arkansas study in the school year 1945-
1946 a wide variety of subject-matter field preparation is noted among those
teaching the course., However, more than 45 per cent of the teachers had some
work in the commercial field. One-third of the teachers had either majors or
minors in commerce. In each of the years 1946-1947 and 1947-1948 more than
one-half of the teachers had some work in the field of commerce. In 1946—
1947, 20, or 40.7 per cent, of the teachers of general business had either
majors or minors in commerce, and in 19,7-1948, 24, or 52.1 per cent, had
either majors or minors in commerce. During this 3-year period 10 other teach-

ing fields were reported by those teaching the course in general business.



TABLE XI

NUMBER OF GENERAL BUSINESS TEACHERS WITH INDICATED SUBJECT-MATTER
FIELD PREPARATION IN HIGH SCHOOLS IN THE FOUR-STATE AREA IN THE SCHOQOL YEARS

1936-1937, 1940-1941, 1945-1946, 1946-1947, and 1947-1948

1936-1937

Subject-Matter __Arkansas Kansas Missouri __onm_ —total

Field Preparation No. Pet. No, Pct, No. Pet, No, Pet. No. Pet,
Commerce Major 22 50.0 82 75.9 5 35.7 109 65,7
Commerce Minor 2 Le5 5 L6 1 7.2 8 4.8
Commerce-Less than Minor 2 L5 1 0.9 3 1.8
Social Science 2 L5 11 10.2 3 21.L 16 9.7
English 2 Le5 1l 0.9 3 1.8
Physical Education 1 2,3 2 1.9 3 1.8
Mathematics L 9.1 2 1.9 6 3.6
Science 3 2.8 2 14.3 5 3.0
Music 1l 203 1 0. 6
Elementary 1 2.3  § 0.9 2 1.2
History 2 L.5 2 1.2
Art 1 2.3 1 0.6
Economics 1l 2.3 1l 0.6
No Record 3 6.9 -  2l.4 5 _3:
Total L4  100,0 108 100.0 14 100,0 166 100.0

o

-

This table should be read as follows:

The school year 1936~1937 was not included in the Arkansas study,.

In the same year in Kansas 22, or 50.0 per cent, of the 4L general business teachers had commercial

majors,



TABLE XI (CONTINUED)

NUMBER OF GENERAL BUSINESS TEACHERS WITH INDICATED SUBJECT-MATTER

FIELD PREPARATION IN HIGH SCHOOLS IN THE FOUR-STATE AREA IN THE SCHOOL YEARS

1936-1937, 1940-1941, 1945-1946, 1946~1947, and 1947-1948

= 1940-1941
Subject-Matter __Oklahoma _ Tot

Field Preparation No. Pct, No. Pect, No,. Pet, No, Pect, No. Pct.
Commerce Major 8L 69.L 237 91,9 37 60,7 358 8l.4
Commerce Minor 16 13,2 14 5¢4 6 9.8 36 8.2
Commerce-Less than Minor 3 2.5 5 1.9 L 6.6 12 27
Social Science 1 0.8 1 0.4 Y 14,8 11 2.5
English 3 2,5 1 0.4 L 0.9
Mathematics 2 1,7 : | 1.6 3 0.7
Science 1 0.8 3 0.2
Elementary 1 0.8 ) & 1.6 2 0.5
No Record 5 bel 3 L.9 8 1.8
Home Feconomics 1l 0.8 3 0.2
History 2 5 I 2 0.5
Art i 0.8 1 0.2
Economics -1 _0.8 i el s -t 0s2
Total 121  100,0 258 100,0 61 100,0 L,0  100,0

e s - ——

_—

-— P -

This table should be read as follows: The school year 1940-1941 was not included in the Arkansas study.
In the same yesar in Kansas 84, or 69.4 per cent, of the 121 general business teachers had commercial

majors,



TABLE XI (CONTINUED)

NUMBER OF GENERAL BUSINESS TEACHERS WITH INDICATED SUBJECT-MATTER
FIELD PREPARATION IN HIGH SCHOOLS IN THE FOUR-STATE AREA IN THE SCHOOL YEARS

1936-1937, 1940-1941, 1945-1946, 1946-1947, and 1947-1948

1945-1946
Subject-Matter Arkansas Kansas Missouri Oklahoma Total

Field Preparation No. Pct. No. Pect. No, Pct., No. Pet., No, Pet,
Commerce Major 5 12.8 81 6L.8 215 3.4 75 61.0 376 64,8
Commerce Minor 8 20.5 16 12,8 L2 4.4 13 10.6 79 13.6
Commerce-Less than Minor 5 12,8 6 4.8 19 6.5 2 1.6 32 5.5
Social Science 5 12.8 3 1.0 15 12.2 23 3.9
English L 10.2 L 3.2 2 0.7 L 3.3 1 2.4
Physical Education 1 2.6 3 2.4 1 0.8 5 1.0
Mathematics 3 Te7 7 5.6 1 0.3 2 1.6 13 2.2
Science 1 2.6 1 0.8 3 1.0 2 1.6 7 1.2
Music 1 0.3 1 0.2
Elementary 2 0.7 1 0.8 3 0.5
No Record 1 2.6 4 3.2 5 1.7 L 3.3 14 2ely
Home Economics 1 2.6 1 0.8 2 0.3
History L 10,2 2 1.6 6 1.0
Latin 1 2.6 1l 0.2
Chemistry i 0.8 1 0.2
Art 1 0.8 7 0.2
English and Elementary 1 0.8 : 3 0.2
Mathematics and English » 1 _0¢ _31 _o0a2
580 100.0

Total 39 100.0 125 100.0 293 100,0 123 100.0

Ee——

This table should be read as follows: In the school year 1945-1946 in Arkansas 5, or 12,8 per cent of
the 39 general business teachers had commercial majors.

T6



TABLE XI (CONTINUED)

NUMBER OF GENERAL BUSINESS TEACHERS WITH INDICATED SUBJECT-MATTER
FIELD PREPARATION IN HICH SCHOOLS IN THE FOUR-STATE AREA IN THE SCHOOL YEARS
1936-1937, 1940-1941, 1945-1946, 1946-1947, and 1947-1948

1946-1947
Subject-Matter Arkansas Kansas Missouri DOklahoma Total

Field Preparation No. Pct. No. Pet., Ho. " Pet. No, Pct. No, Pct.
Commerce Major 7 1442 93 72.6 211 72.5 311 66.5
Commerce Minor 13 26,5 13 10,2 L9 16,8 75 16,1
Commerce-Less than Minor 5 10.1 6 L7 16 5.5 27 5.8
Social Science 3 6.0 3 2.3 5 1.7 11 2.1}
English 6 12.2 3 2.3 A YA 13 2.8
Physical Education 2 4.0 1 0.8 3 0.6
Mathematics A 8.5 3 2.3 2 0.7 9 1.9
Secience 1 2,0 2 1.6 3 0.6
Elementary 1 0.8 8 0.2
No Record A 8.5 1l 0.8 I 1.4 9 1.9
Home Economics ; 8 2.0 1 02
History 2 L.0 1 0.8 3 0.6
Trades 1 2.0 3 0.2
Economics e - 0.8 . - 0,2
Total 49 100.0 128 100.0 291 100.0 L68 100,0

- - c—— e ae ——
—— . m— s e

This table should be read as follows: In the school year 1946-1947 in Arkansas 7, or 14.2 per cent, of
the 49 general business teachers had commercial majors. This year was not included in the Oklahoma

study.




TABLE XI (CONTINUED)

NUMBER OF GENERAL BUSINESS TEACHERS WITH INDICATED SUBJECT-MATTER

FIELD PREPARATION IN HIGH SCHOOLS IN THE FOUR-STATE AREA IN THE SCHOOL YEARS
1936-1937, 1940-1941, 1945-1946, 1946~1947, and 1947-1948

1947-1948

Subject-Matter _Arkanses Misso Oklahoma To

Field Preparation No. Pct, No. Pct. No. Pet, No, Pct, No. Pct,
Commerce Major 6 13,0 100 The6 223 75.3 329 69.1
Commerce Minor 18 39.1 12 9,0 INN 4.9 TL 15,6
Commerce-Less than Minor L 8.7 4L 3.0 15 5.1 23 L9
Social Science 2 L3 5 2.7 3 1.0 10 2.1
Inglish 3 6.5 3 243 3 1.0 9 1.9
Physical Education 2 Lol 2 0.4
Mathematics i 4 15,2 L 3.0 - 1 0.3 12 2.5
Science 2 1,5 2 Culy
Music 1 2.2 1 0.2
NO Record 2 t&.h 2 105 7 2.1} ll 2.3
History 1 2.2 1 0,7 2 Ouls
Art - s 1 0,7 o 4 0,2
Total 46 100,0 134 100,0 296  100.0 476  100.0

S ——

This table should be read as follows: In the school year 1947-1948 in Arkansas 6, or 13.0 per cent, of
the 46 general business teachers had commercial majors.

study.

This year wes not included in the Oklahoma
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In the Kansas study, although 10 other fields are reported, the main
preparation for the teaching of the course was in the field of commerce. In
the school year 1936-1937, 26 of the A/ teachers offering the course had some
work in commerce. Twenty-two of these had commerce majors. In each of the
succeeding years more than 80 per cent of the teachers teaching the course had
some work in commerce, In the school year 1940-1941, 103 of the 121 teachers
offering the course had some work in commerce. Of these 84, or 69./ per cent,
had commerce majors and 16, or 13.2 per cent, had commerce minors. In 1945~
1946 a slight decrease is shown, but 81, or 64.8 per cent, had commerce majors
and 16, or 12,8 per cent, had commerce minors. In each of the last 2 years
of the study, 1946-1947 and 1947-1948, approximately 75 per cent of the
teachers had commerce majors and 10 per cent had commerce minors.

In the initial year of the Missouri study, 1936-1937, slightly more than
80 per cent of the teachers had some preparation in the field of commerce., Of
these, 82, or 75.9 per cent, had commerce majors. In each of the succeeding
years studied more than 90 per cent of the teachers offering the course had
some preparation in the field of commerce. In 1940-1941, 237, or 91.9 per
cent, of the teachers had commerce majors, and 14, or 5.4 per cent, had com-
merce minors. This percentage dropped considerably in the 5-year period from
1940-19/1 to 1945-1946. In the latter year, 215, or 73.4 per cent, of the
teachers had commerce majors and 42, or 14.4 per cent, had commerce minors.
These figures were basically the same in 1946-1947 and 1947-1948 when approxi-
mately 75 per cent of the teachers had commerce majors and 15 per cent had
commerce minors.

In the Oklahoma study less than one-half of the teachers of the course
in general business had preparation in commerce in 1936-1937. Five, or 35.7
per cent, had commerce majors, and 1, or 7.2 per cent, had a commerce minor.
By 1940-1941, however, approximately 75 per cent of the teachers offering
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general business had some preparation in the field, In this year 37, or 60.7
per cent, had commerce majors and 6, or 9.8 per cent, had commerce minors.
Although more teachers were teaching the course in 1945-1946 approximately
the same per cent had commerce majors and minors as 75, or 61.0 per cent, had
commerce majors and 13, or 10.6 per cent, had commerce minors.

From these data it seems obvious that the trend in the 4-state area is
toward having the teachers with preparation in the field of commerce teach
the subject general business. In the initial year, 1936-1937, reported by
Kansas, Missouri, and Oklahoma more than 70 per cent of the general business
teachers had same preparation in the commerce field. In this year 109, or
65.7 per cent, had commerce majors and 8, or 4.8 per cent, had commerce
minors. By 1940-1941 more than 90 per cent of the teachers in the same
3-state area had some preparation in commerce. Of the 440 teachers offering
the course, 358, or 8l.4 per cent, had commerce majors and 36, or 8.2 per
cent, had commerce minors. In the school year 1945-1946, the only year common
to all L studies, a decrease is noted in the above figures although a strong
preference was still shown for the commercial teachers to teach the course.
In this year 376, or 64.8 per cent, had commerce majors and 79, or 13.6 per
cent, had commerce minors., For the final 3 years reported in the Arkansas,
Kansas, and Missouri studies the percentage figures remained fairly constant.
In each year approximately 65 per cent of the teachers offering the course
had commerce majors and approximately 15 per cent had commerce minors.

Table XII shows the subject-matter field preparation of general business
teachers according to the size of the school. In the school year 1945-1946
the Arkansas study shows only 4 of the 20 teachers in the small schools had
any work in the field of commerce and only 1 of these had a commerce major, 1
had a commerce minor, and 2 had less than minors. In the middle size schools

12 of the 17 teachers had some commercial work; however, only 2 had commercial



TABLE XII

NUMBER OF GENERAL BUSINES3S TEACHERS WITH INDICATED SUBJECT-MATTER FIELD PREPARATION
IN HIGH SCHOOLS IN THE FOUR~-STATE AREA, ACCORDING TO SIZE OF SCHOOL IN THE
SCHOOL YUARS 1936-1937, 1940-1941, 1945-1946, 1946-1947, and 1947-1948

1936-1937
Arkansas Kansas Missouri Oklahoma Total
Subject-Matter O- 101~ Over O- 101~ Over O- 101- Cver O~ 101~ Over O~ 101~ Over
Field Preparation 100 500 500 100 500 500 100 500 500 100 500 500 100 500 500
Commerce Major 5 11 4 27 5 5 L 32 61 13
Commerce Minor 1l 1l 3 2 L 3
Commerce~Less than Minor : § 1 1l 2 8 %
Social Science i 8 3 8 3 i |
English 1 1l
Physical Education 1 1 1 1
Mathematics 1 1 3 1 2 2
Science 1 2 2 2
Music 1l 1
Elementary 1 1
History 1l 1
No Record il m  om e e e 2 B o ok
Total 11 14 6 L3 60 5 5 5L T4 16

This table should be read as follows: The school year 1936~1937 was not included in the Arkansas study,
In the same year in Kansas of the 1l teachers in schools having student enrollments of 100 or less, 5
had commerce majors,



TABLE XII (CONTINUED)

NUMBER OF GENERAL BUSINESS TEACHERS WITH INDICATED SUBJECT-MATTER FIELD PREPARATION
IN HIGH SCHOOLS IN THE FOUR-STATE AREA, ACCORDING TO SIZE OF SCHOOL IN THE
SCHOOL YEARS 1936-1937, 1940-1941, 1945-1946, 1946-1947, and 1947-1948

1940-1941
—Arkansas = ____Kansas = ___Missouri = ___Oklahoma I

Subject-Matter O- 10l1- Over O~ 10l1- Over O- 10l1- Over O- 10l=- Over O- 10l- Over

Field Preparation 100 500 500 100 500 500 100 500 500 100 500 500 100 500 500
Commerce Major 2, 40 10 101 116 20 6 20 6 131 176 36
Commerce Minor 7 7 8 L 2 L 1 19 12 2
Commerce-Less than Minor i 2 3 1 1 3 L 1
Social Science 1 6 p 7 1l
English 1l 1
Science 1l 1
No Record 3 1 3 1
Economics 1 1
History alk e sk e e S et AU ~ -
Total 33 50 11 113 123 22 1T 22 7 165 195 4O

This table should be read as follows: The school year 1940-1941 was not included in the Arkansas study.
In the same year in Kansas of the 35 teachers in schools having student enrollments of 100 or less, 2,

had commercial majors,

L6



TABLE XII (CONTINUED)

NUMBER OF GENERAL BUSINESS TEACHERS WITH INDICATED SUBJECT-MATTER FIELD PREPARATION
IN HIGH SCHOOLS IN THE FOUR-STATE AREA, ACCORDING TO SIZE OF SCHOOL IN THE
SCHOOL YEARS 1936-1937, 1940-1941, 1945-1946, 1946-1947, and 1947-1948

1945-1946

: __Arkansas  __ Kansas  _ Missouwri  __Oklahoma _ Total

Subject-Matter O= 101= Over O= 10l=- Over O« 10l- Over O= 101~ Over O= 101 Over

Field-Preparation 100 500 500 100 500 500 100 500 500 100 500 500 100 500 500
Commerce Major : | 2 1 29 34, 10 93 103 19 2 25 5 165 164 5
Commerce Minor 1 7 2 8 5 29 13 9 2 L7 27 2
Commerce-Less than Minor 2 3 3 2 14 L 1 2 21 9 1
Social Science 3 2 2 1 8 6 13 9
English I 1 2 1 2 1 5 5 1
Physical Education 2 2
Mathematics 1 1 1 b 2 1 1 & 1 3 3 3
Science 2 b ¥ 2 1
Music 1 1 2
Elementary 2 2
No Record 2 3 1l 3 2 1 1 9 4L
History 3 2 2 5 2
Latin 1 1
Trades 2 2
Chemistry 2 1
Mathematics and English 1 1
English and Elementary & 1
Home Economics e e e e e e e ome o e s s
Total 20 17 L 45 L7 12 147 126 20 68 137 6 280 227

This table should be read as follows: In the school year 1945-1946 in Arkansas of the 20 teachers in
schools having student enrollments of 100 or less, 1 had a commerce major.

86



TABLE XII (CONTINUED)

NUMBER OF GENERAL BUSINESS TEACHERS WITH INDICATED SUBJECT-MATTER FIELD PREPARATION
IN HIGH SCHOOLS IN THE FOUR-STATE AREA, ACCORDING TO SIZE OF SCHOOL IN THE
SCHOOL YEARS 1936-1937, 1940-1941, 1945-1946, 1946-1947, and 1947-1948

1946-1947
Arkansas Kansas Missouri Oklahoma Total

Subject-Matter 0- 101~ Over O- 10l1- Over O- 10l1- Over O~ 101~ Over O~ 101~ Over

Field Preparation 100 500 500 100 500 500 100 500 500 100 500 500 100 500 500
Commerce Major 1 5 1 33 37 1L 76 117 18 110 159 33
Commerce Minor 1 6 2 7 IA 27 22 35 32 2
Commerce-~Less than Minor 3 6 2 2 10 5 1 15 13 1
Social Science 3 1l 1 2 3 2 7 1
English 2 3 2 2 L 5
Physical Education 1 1 1 1l 2
Mathematics > 4 2 X 1 1 2 1 5 2
Science 1 1
Musiec 1l 1
No Record 2 1 2 1 3 1 5 2 3
Trades 1 ; 4
Home Economics 1 1
History 1 1 x ¢ 1
Economics = A L e o s i il " s
Total 13 29 6 Ly L8 16 120 151 20 177 228 L2

This table should be read as follows: In the school year 1946-1947 in Arkansas of the 13 teachers in
schools having student enrollments of 100 or less, 1 had a2 commerce major. This year was not included
in the Oklahcma study.



TABLE XII (CONTINUED)

NUMBER OF GENERAL BUSINESS TEACHERS WITH INDICATED SUBJECT-MATTER FIELD PREPARATION
IN HIGH SCHOOLS IN THE FOUR-STATE AREA, ACCORDING TO SIZE OF SCHOOL IN THE
SCHOOL YFARS 1936-1937, 1940-1941, 1945-1946, 1946-1947, and 1947-1948

1947-1948
e ———
Arkansas Konsas =~ Missouri = __ Oklshoma Total

Subject-Matter O- 101~ Over O= 10l1- Over O= 10l- Over O-= 10l=- Over O= 10l1=- Over

Field Preparation 100 500 500 100 500 500 100 500 500 100 500 500 100 500 500
Commerce Major 6 I S AR b | 97 112 1 138 159 29
Commerce Minor L 9 3 6 6 2, 18 2 345 33 5
Commerce-~Less than Minor 6 2 2 10 5 12 11 2
Social Science 1 2 2 2 1 3 3 2
English 1 1 1 1 2 2 3 b §
Mathematics L 2 X 2 1 6 3 y 5
Science 1l 1
Music 1 1 1 1
No Record 2 i 1 1 3 2 2 6 2 3
History L i " B, i e i S S
Total 12 27 11 5, 49 15 137 141 18 203 217 44

This table should be read as follows: In the school year 1947-1948 in Arkansas of the 12 teachers in
schools having student enrollments of 100 or less, 4 had commerce minors. This year was not included in
the Oklahoma study.

00T
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majors while 7 had commerce minors and 3 had less than minors. In the large
schools 3 of the 4 teachers had some commercial work, 1 having a commerce
major and the other 2 having commerce minors. In no instance was any emphasis
placed on any other teaching field. In 1946-1947 only a slight change was
recorded when 5 of the 13 general business teachers in small schools had some
commercial work. One had a commerce major, one a commerce minor, and the
other 3 had some commerce but less than a minor. In the middle size schools
17 of the 29 general business teachers had some commercial work, 5 having
commerce majors, 6 having commerce minors, and 6 having commercial work with
less than a minor. The large schools had 3 of 6 general business teachers
having some commercial work, one a commercial major and 2 having minors in
commerce. In the school year 1947-1948, L of the 12 teachers offering the
course in small schools had commercial minors none having ccnmrciai majors.
In the middle size schools 21 of the 27 teachers offering the course had some
commercial work. Fifteen of these had commercial majors or minors and 6 had
less than a minor. In the large schools 9 of the 1l teachers offering the
course had some commercial work. Of these 7 had majors or minors in commerce
and 2 had some work in commerce but less than a minor.

The Kansa.a study shows conclusively that most of the teachers in Kansas
in all sizes of schools offering the course had commerce majors. In the
school year 1936-1937, 5 of the 11 teachers in small schools, 11 of the 14
teachers in middle size schools, and 4 of the 6 teachers in large schools
offering the course had commerce majors. There were only A teachers in small
schools, 1 in middle size schools, and 2 in large schools who had no commer-
cial work at all., In the school year 1940-1941 it became obvious that most
of the teachers teaching the course in general business had preparation in
the field of commerce. In this year 2/ of the 35 general business teachers in

small schools had commerce majors and only 4 had no work in commerce; 4O of
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the 50 teachers in middle size schools had commerce majors and only 2 had no
commercial work; and 10 of 11 teachers in the large schools had commercial
majors with 1 having no work in commerce., Starting with the school year
1945-1946 a general pattern was set for the next 3 years in Kansas., In each
of these 3 years approximately 75 per cent of the general business teachers
had commercial majors and only about 10 per cent had no work in the field of
commerce.,

In the Missouri study the subject-matter field preparation for the
general business teachers is predominantly commerce in all sizes of schools.
In the initial year, 1936-1937, there was some dispersion in the small and
middle size schools. In the small schools 27 of the 43 teachers offering the
course had commerce majors and 12 had no work in commerce. The middle size

schools showed that 50 of the 60 teachers of fering the course had comm

erce
majors and only 8 had no work in commerce. In the large schools all of the 5
teachers offering the course had commerce majors. By 1940-1941 only 2 of the
113 teachers in the small schools offering the course had no commercial work
and 101 had commerce majors. In the middle size and large schools all of the
teachers had some commercial work with 116 of the 123 teachers in middle size
schools and 20 of the 22 teachers in large schools having m@arcial majors.
This general pattern held true for the remaining years covered in the Missouri
study. In each instance more than 90 per cent of the teachers in all sizes
of schools had some commercial work, the greater portion of these having
commerce majors.

The Oklahoma study shows that only 5 teachers were teaching the course in
general business in 1936-1937. Four of these teachers had majors in commerce
and there was no record as to the preparation of the other teacher. By 1940-
1941, 11 of the 17 teachers in small schools offering the course had some

work in the field of commerce. Of these, 6 had commerce majors, 4 had
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commerce minors, and 1 had less than a minor in cormmerce, In the middle size
schools 20 of the 22 teachers offering the course had commerce majors and 1
had a commerce minor. In the large schools 6 teachers offering the course had
commerce majors and 1 had some commerce but less than a minor. In the year
1945-1946 approximately 75 per cent of the teachers in each size of school
had some work in commerce, Commerce majors were held by 42 of the 68 teachers
in small schools, 25 of the 37 teachers in middle size schools, and 5 of the
6 teachers in large schools.

From these data it can be seen that in all sizes of schecols a marked
preference is shown for having the person with a commerce major teach the
course in general business., A consolidation of the material from each of the
theses proves this preference. In the school year 1936-1937 Kansas, Missouri,
and Oklahoma reported that 32 of the 54 teachers in small schools, 61 of the
7, teachers in middle size schools, and 13 of the 16 teachers in large schools
offering the course had commerce majors. By the school year 1940-1941 each
of these reports indicated that at least 80 per cent of the teachers teaching
the course had commerce msjors. Considerably less than 10 per cent of the
general business teachers had no work in commerce. All 4 states were covered
in the school year 1945-1946, where a slight decrease is noted in number of
general business teachers having commerce majors. In this year 165 of 280
teachers in the small schools, 16/ of the 227 teachers in middle size schools,
and 35 of the 42 teachers in large schools had commerce majors. Also in this
year a slight increase was found in teachers having no commercial work as 47
teachers in small schools, 27 teachers in middle size schocls, and 4 teachers
in large schools had no commercial work. With slight variations these figures
remained the same in the school years 1946-1947 and 1947-1948 which were in-
cluded in the Arkansas, Kansas, and Missouri studies. In these years approxi-

mately 60 per cent of the teachers offering the course in all sizes of schools
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had commercial majors. Slightly less than 15 per cent had no comrercial work.
As the mojority of the teachers of general business have commercial majors,
it seems apparent that the commercial teacher is the one who will probably be

expected to teach the course in most schools,
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CHAPTER IV
SUMMARY OF FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS

The purpose of this study, as stated in Chapter I, is to compare the
theses of Hopper, Madaus, Bruton, and Overman, and from this comparison to
present. facts for selected years during the 12-year period from 1936-1937 to
1947-1948 which reveal current practices and trends,

Data were gathered covering the school years 1945-1946, 1946-1947, and
1947-1948 in the Arkansas study, 1936-1937, 1940-1941, 1945-1946, 1946-19L7,
and 1947-1948 in the Kansas and Missouri studies, and 1936-1937, 1940-1941,
and 1945-1946 in the Oklahoma study.

In Chapter III these data are shown in tabular form, and the findings
are presented and analyzed. The most significant findings and conclusions
reached from the study are presented in Chapter IV. A summary of the more
important findings follows:

1. There has been a definite increase in the total number of schools
of fering general business in the 4-state area during the periods covered.
Missouri had the greatest number of schools offering the course throughout
the periods studied as 108, or 11.2 per cent, of the 964 schools in Missouri
were offering the course in the school year 1936-1937, and 296, or 39.5 per
cent, of the 784 schools were offering the course in the school year 1947-
1948, The slightest degree of change is noted in the Arkansas study where 39,
or 6.9 per cent, of the 565 schools were offering the course in the school
year 1945-1946, and only 46, or 9.0 per cent, of the 510 schools were offering
the course in 1947-1948. Kansas and Oklahoma both showed sizeable increases
during the period. In Kansas in 1936-1937, 43, or 5.5 per cent, of the 783
schools were offering general business, and by 1947-1948 this number had in-
creased to 132, or 18.0 per cent, of the 732 schools. Oklahoma had the lowest

initial offering in 1936-1937 when only 14, or l.. per cent, of the 990 schools
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were offering the course, However, this figure had increased to 122, or li.4
per cent, of the 848 schools by the year 1945-1946. In the 3-state area of
Kansas, Missouri, and Oklahoma, 165, or 6,0 per cent, of the 2737 schools in
the area were offering the course in 1936-1937. By 1945-1946, in the same
area, 533, or 22,3 per cent, of the 2389 schools in the area were offering
the course in general business. By the school year 1945-1946, the greatest
gains were made in the Kansas and Missouri studies. A slight change is noted
in the last 3 years covered by the Arkansas, Kansas, and Missouri studies,

In 1945-1946, 450, or 21.3 per cent, of the 2106 schools in the 3-state area
were offering the course. By 1947-1948, 474, or 23.8 per cent, of the 1990
schools in the 3-state area were of fering the course. From these data it can
be concluded that there is an increased offering of the course in general
business in all states of the i-state area.

2. As a result of the expansion of the offering of general business to
additional schools in each of the 4 states, there were increased enrollments
in general business in each state. The greatest period of change appears to
have been in the 5-year period from 1936-1937 to 1940-1941 as reported in the
Kansas, Missouri, and Oklahoma studies, In 1940-1941 the enrollment in general
business was approximately 2-1/2 times that in 1936~1937 even though no in-
crease was shown in total student enrollments in schools in this 3-state area.
In the last 3 years of the Arkansas, Kansas, and Missouri studies a slight
increase is seen in the enrollment in general business. In 1945-1946 there
were 11,064 students enrolled in general business in this 3-state area, and
by 1947-1948 there were 12,365 students enrolled in the course. As there was
a substantial increase in each of the L states studied, it can be assumed that
there is a trend toward increased offering of the course in general business,

3. During the school year 1936-1937, 58 per cent of the schools offering

general business in Kansas, Missouri, and Oklahoma had enrollments of 200
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students or less. By the school year 1947-1948, approximately 70 per cent of
the schools offering general business in the 4-state area had enrcollments of
200 students or less., From these data it can be seen that, during the periods
covered by these studies, there has been a tendency to offer general business
in the smaller high schools. Enrollment figures by size of school conform to
this pattern, but not to the same degree. In the school year 1936-1937 in
Kansas, Missouri, and Oklahoma, 37.5 per cent of the students enrolled in
general business were in schools having 200 students or less. During the
later years this figure gradually increased until approximately 50 per cent
of the students enrolled in general business were in schools having 200
students or less.

4. Each of the 4 studies indicated that very few schools offered general
business as a one-semester course. Approximately three-fourths of the schools
in Arkansas offered the course as a one-year course in each of the years
studied, In each of the other 3 studies, Kansas, Missouri, and Oklahoma,
approximately one-third of the schools offering the course were offering it
as a one-semester course in the school year 1936-1937. By the last year of
the studies, the school year 1945-1946 in the Oklahoma study, and 1947-1948
in the Kansas and Missouri studies, more than 95 per cent of the schools
offered the course as a one~year course, It seems obvious that although there
was a tendency to offer the course as a one~semester course in the early years
of the studies, this tendency did not continue and the later trend is toward
offering the course as a one-year course,

5. It is recomended that the course in general business be offered on
the ninth- and tenth-grade levels. With the exception of the Arkansas study,
the trend in the L-state area is toward offering general business on these
levels, In the Arkansas study little or no preference is shown for offering

the course on any particular grade level as approximately the same number of
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schools were of fering the course on the eleventh- and twelfth-grade levels as
offered it on the ninth- and tenth-grade levels. In the remaining 3 studies,
Kansas, Missouri, and Oklahoma, approximately 50 per cent of the schools
limited the/nffering to the eleventh and twelfth grades. This pattern was
basically true in all sizes of schools as all sizes of schools reported a
majority of the schools limited the offering to the ninth and tenth grades
while only about 20 per cent limited the offering to the eleventh and twelfth
grades,

6. During the period covered by these studies a total of 24 different
titles were used to name the course referred to as "general business." In
the first year, 1936-1937, in the Kansas, Missouri, and Oklahoma studies,
approximately 15 per cent of the schools offering the course used each of the
titles "business training," "general business practice," "general business,"
and "junior business." By the closing year of t{he studies approximately 80
per cent of the schools offering the course used the title "general business,"
From these data it can be concluded that the title "general business" is by
far the most popular title for the course., This trend toward using the title
"general business" appeared in all sizes of schools as in all sizes of schools
"general business" was the title used by more than 50 per cent of the schools
offering the course,

7. Approximately 50 per cemt of th? schools offering the course in
general business also offered a relatively complete business curriculum of 3
or more business subjects. In the schools offering 3 or more business subjects,
typring, shorthand, and bookkeeping were the most frequently offered courses.
In the schools offering only one course in addition to general business,
typing was the most frequently offered course with approximately 10 per cent
of the schools offering typing and general business. Only about 5 per cent of

the schools offering general business offered no other business subjects.
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8. Approximately three-fourths of the teachers offering the course in
general business had some work in the commerce field. This was true in all
sizes of schools., Of this three-fourths, approximately 60 per cent had com-
merce majors and 15 per cent had commerce minors., These data indicate that
the commerce teacher is the one ordinarily selected to teach general business,

CONCLUSIONS

From the findings summarized for this study, the following conclusions
may be drawn concerning the status and trends of the course in general busi-
ness in the 4-state area of Arkansas, Kansas, Missouri, and Oklahoma.

1. There has been a decided growth in the offerings and enrollments in
general business throughout the periods covered by the 4 studies. As approxi-
mately 20 per cent of the schools in the L-state atﬁi were offering the course
in the final year studied, it seems there is much room for growth in the field,

2. Since approximately 65 per cent of the schools in the 4-state area
offered general business as a one-year course and 35 per cemt offered it as a
one-semester course in 1936-1937 and approximately 95 per cent offered the
course as a one-year course and 5 per cent offered it as a one-semester course
in the last year studied, it can be concluded that general business is being
made a one-year course in the ,4-state area,

3. As about 45 per cent of the schools limited enrollment in general
business to the ninth~ and tenth-grade students and about 35 per cent limited
it to the eleventh- and twelfth-grade students in 1936-1937 and about 50 per
cent limited enrollment in general business to ninth- and tenth-grade students
and only about 20 per cent limited it to eleventh- and twelfth-grade students
in the final years studied, it appears that general business is being adapted
as a course for the ninth and tenth grades.

4. A definite trend is shown toward the use of the title "general busi-

ness," Approximately 80 per cent of the schools in the ,-state area were
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using this title in the closing years of the studies. There were 2 different
titles used in the schools of the ,j-state area during the l2-year period, but
none of the other titles was used by more than 7 per cent of the schools.

5. As appmximat-aly three-fourths of the teachers of general business
had majors or minors in commerce, it may be concluded that the commerce
teacher is the one ordinarily selected to teach general business.

6. Since approximately 50 per cent of the schools were offering general
business with at least 3 other business courses, it may be concluded that
general business is offered as frequently in schools with a complete business
curriculum as in schools with a limited business curriculum. As only about 5
per cent of the schools offering the course offered no other business courses,
and as the course was usually taught by business teachers in the other schools
in which it was offered, it may be concluded that the course in general
business is ordinarily considered to be a part of the business education

curriculum,
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