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PREFACE

The writer moved to Sebastian County, Arkansas, with his parents when
only one year old. He also lived in an adjacent county in Oklshoma for several
years and had occasion to visit the coumty, especially the City of Fort Smith,
fairly often. His parents moved back to Sebastian County three years ago
which conditions gave an opportunity to study the county.

The study of the county considers the geographic setting, history, com-
mmities, commmication, manufacturing, mining, and agricultural activities.
Recreational faecilitles are near here. The coumty is ideally situated for
production of manufacturing, mining, and agricultural products, and is a suit-
able hebitat for a large population.

The writer wishes to express his gratitude to the Department of Geography
of Oklshoma Agricultural end Mechaniecal College, and especially to Dr. David
C. Winslow for directing the study, to Dr. Edward E. Keao for suggesting the
subject, and to Professor George S. Corfield for valuable suggestions in its
preparation. The writer also wishes to thank the Library S8taff of Oklshoms
Agricultural and Mechanical College, the University of Arkansas Extension
BService, the Bebastian County Agricultural Agent, Fort Smith Chamber of Com-
merce, and others who helped the writer in any way to make this study.
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this study is to give a geographic interpretation of the
rise of Sebastian County, Arkansas. The writer will show how the political
division has continued to increase in population, in production of manufactured
products, in develcpment of natural resources, and in output of agricultural pro-
ducts. Information concerning the area is to be found in several sources but mainly
from government documents, bulletins and statistics furnished by the United States
Extension Department, the University of Arkansas, and other reliable sources. It
was necessary for the writer to make a personal tour of the county and to contact
county offices to become more familiar with the local and ite problems, which are
interpreted here.

Sebastian County, Arkansas, is situated on the western border of the state
where it adjoins Oklshoma along its western boundary. The county, located within
the Ozark region, is bordered on the north by the Arkansas River, which separates
it from Crawford County; on the east by Franklin, Scott and Logan Counties; and
on the south by Scott County. (See Figure 1.) The County of Sebastian has an
area of 529 square miles with an estimated population of 66,500 and with a popu-
lation density of 125 per square mile in 1947. These high, smooth prairies and
level valleys, within the surrounding Ozark Mountains, are scenes of great agri-
cultural activity, the area being a very desirable habitat for m.l

The economy of the county is based upon manufacturing, mining, and agriculture-
triple sources of wealth which have provided the bases for steady growth with
little in the nature of boom conditions and under few destructive depressions.

Fort Smith, the largest city in the county, is the most industrialized

: city in the state. It has over 108 manufacturers that employ more than 5,800

1 Arkensas, American Guide Series, (1941) p. 1k6-152.



persons. Manufactured products include: furniture, furniture accessories,
glass, scissors, spelter, brick, mirrors, automobile bodies, trailers, woodwork-
ing products, canned vegetables, frozen foods, poultry and meat products, stoves,
mining machinery, paper products, and bottled drinks.2

Center of the Arkansas-Oklahoma coal fields, Sebastian County produces a
smokeless domestic fuel without an equal in quality closer than the fields of
West Virginia. Approximately three-fourths of a million tons are produced annually.
The county is also a producer of natural gas in two areas.

Land in the county varies in type from the rich Arkansas River bottoms to
the timbered mountains. Elevations range from slightly over 400 feet in the bottom
to about 2,200 feet on Sugarloaf Mountains. The county averages about 500 feet
above sea level. Highly productive land, along with long growing season and
abundant rainfall, makes for heavy agricultural production, especially in the
Arkansas River 'bot.tonn.3

The fitness of Sebastian County as a home for man can be measured by the
nunber of people it can ultimately sustain, and by the standard of living of
these people it can support. There are many factors to take into consideration
in determination of the future possibilities of the county as a home for a greater
population. Only time and the variable factors of the nmatural and cultural en-
vironment concerned can determine the favorability of the county for larger settle-
ment .

The humen factors, along with the natural environment, must be added to the
time element in determining the favorability of the political division for larger

settlement. The chief environmental factors consist of:

2 Ppost War Plamning Survey, Fort Smith, Arkansas, (1944).

: Arkensas on the March, Arkansas Resources and Development Commission,
(1949) ». 169.



(a) The healthfulness of the region as a home for man. If people find
a region unhealthy, they will either move to a more favorable location or will
decrease in numbers. Fortunately, Sebastian County is a healthy place.

(v) The degree of productivity of the soil is another important factor
of the natural environment. The productivity of the soll is largely based on
the topography of the land, climate and man himself. If the topography is
satisfactory for production and the climate is favorable; then man must have the
ability to cultivate the soll for the greatest possible production. BSoils of
the county are arable and productive.

(¢) The length of the growing season, the amount and seasonal distribution
of precipitation and the amount of insolation are other factors. If the area
has a long growing season with a more or less even distribution of rainfall and
a great amount of sunshine; it will produce more crops and yield greater yields
than other areas lacking in these natural environmental factors.h In these
climatic qualities, Sebastian County is likewise favored.

The reader will see how the white race settled the Indian's land and
adapted himself to the envirommental factors and how he made improvements in
the use of the land as a place in which to live. The soil was misused at first
but due to recent farming practices it is fairly pmdnctin.s

The farmers of Sebastian County are now taking adventage of the advice of
the United States Extension Service, United States Soil Conservation Service,

United States Forest Service, and other agemcies, in helping to make the land

% George Miller and Almon E. Parkins, Geography of North America, p. 3.

5 (. Landon White and Edwin J. Foscue, Regional Geography of Anglo-
America, p. v.



more productive and to prevent unnecessary soil deterioration. Much of the
land has been allowed to return to native vegetation. Development of grazing
lands for livestock has been encouraged, permitting misused crop land to return
to grasses.

The reader will see how Sebastian County has grown from an Indian hunting
area to a thriving manufacturing, mining, and agricultural region that today
supports over 66,000 people with a good standard of living. The county is
situated in the productive Arkansas River Valley farming region and produces a
variety of crops including: corn, cotton, potatoes, berries, vegetables, and
others. It is an area of great economic development and has all the favorable

environmmental factors which will allow future growth and progress.
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CHAPTER II
GEOGRAPHIC SETTING

Pagsive Elements of the Natural Environment

The northern boundary of Sebastian County, Arkansas, is formed by the
Arkensas River. the county lying in the Arkensas River Valley of the Ozark
region. The land varies in elevation from 400 feet in the river bottoms to
over 2,200 feet in the Sugarloaf Mountains to the south, averaging about 500
feet above sea level. The northern part of the county is near the foothills
of the Ozarks in the Arkansas Valley while the southern part is near the foot-
hills of the Quachitas and includes parts of Sugarloaf and Poteau Moumtain
mtions.l

Sebastian County physiographically is situated in the Arkansas Valley of
the Ozark region. The Arkansas River flows eastward from the Osage Plains,
which are part of the Central Lowlands, and through this lowland belt of the
county bordered on the south by the Ouachitas and on the north by the Boston
Mountains, which are a part of the Ozark syntm.e

Beneath the Arkansas Valley the structure consists of a series of folds,
which taken together, form a synclinorium, and the Quachita Mountains, taken as
a whole, to the south consist of a series of folds that together form an anti-
clinorium. Where the lowland is located, the structure is that of a geosyncline,
the highlands resulting from dissection of a geoanticlinal structure. South of
the Arkansas River, the underlying layers of the synclinal trough appear as
somevhat prominent features; they are known locally as mountains. Most of them

are parts of dissected synclines, but they appear today as tablelands; at other

( 1 Arkansas on the March, Arkansas Resources and Development Commission,
1949) p. 169.

225 K. Lobeck, Physiographic Diagram of the United States.




places, where these strata are upturned, erosion has produced distinct ridges.

3
These mountains are not nearly so large as the Ouachita Mountains to the south.

The formations in this area belong to the Pemnsylvanian series of the
Carboniferous system, the molzgic history which has been proved by study of
both fossil shells and plants. The upper layers of rock are comprised of
parent nferia.l , which breaks down into fertile soil and the lower }ayers of
rock contein rich coal beds and natural gas wells. (See Figure 2) That part of
the section lying above the top of the Hartshorne sandstone contains a number of
coal seams that vary from one to seven feet in thickness. No coal of econonic
importance, as yet, has been found below the Hartshorne.

Composition, character, and economic significance are described as fol-
lows:

Hartshorne sandstone- the Hartshorne sendstone varies in thickness from
one-hundred to two-hundred feet and is made of massive beds at the top
and thinner beds below, with layers of shale between, gradually giving
place to shale of the Atoka formation at the base. The Hartshorne as a
rule makes a low ridge and is one of the most easily recognizaeble and
economically important formations in the area. It is important because
of its value &8s an index to the position of two extensive coal beds, one
of which lies just above the sandstone and the other from fifty to ome-
hundred feet higher.

Atoka formation- The Atoka formation has & thickness of 6,000 to 7,000
feet, and its base is not exposed. So far as shown, the whole thickness
is made up of shale and sandstone. The sandstone constitutes but a small
part of the formation and lies in zones about one-hundred feet thick,
separated by beds of shale 1,000 to 2,000 feet thick. However sandstone
in more or less sbundance interbedded with the shale; likewise beds of
shale occur in the zones primarily sandstone.

Study of the Atoka formation for many miles along its outcrop indicates
that the inclosed sandstone beds are somewhat variable in thickness and lat-
eral extent. There are areas in which the formation consists almost entirely
of shale, whereas in other areas the beds of sandstone are abnormally mass-
ive and thick. (This formation forms the base for coal and gas deposits)

3 Wallace W. Atwood, Physiographic Provinces of North America. p. 242-243.

b Carl D. Smith, Contributions to Economic Geology, Part II, 1912 ,
United States Geological Survey Bulletin 541, U.S. Department of Interior, p. 23.




McAlester shale- In areal extent the McAlester shale surpasses any of
the other formations in the area. Because of the relative softness of its
constituent materials, the McAlester forms the surface rock of most of the
lowlands and prairies, which are interrupted here and there by local de-
velopments of ridgemaking sandstone beds occuring in the shale. The thick-
ness of this type of formation has been estimated at 2,000 to 2,500 feet.

Savanna formation- Three prominent zones of sandstone, each ranging in
thickness between one-hundred and two-hundred feet, separated by masses of
shale, constitute the savanna formation. Its total thickness is estimated
at 1,200 to 1,500 feet.”? (Its surface decomposes into a poor soil on which
grasslands predominate.)

Therefore Hartshorne sendstone is of particular economic importance because
it is in this type of rock that two extensive coal beds of Sebastian County are
found. It is from these beds that the large coal production of the county is
taken. The irregularity of the sandstone, too, has an economic bearing on the
county because in it is formed the reservoirs in which natural gas is found.
Extraction from these horizons is particularly of importance in the Massard
Prairie near Fort Smith and in the Mansfield earea in the southeastern part of
the county. As mentioned previously, the Atoka formetion forms a baﬁe for the
sandstone formations.

The McAlester shale is of perticular economic significance because 1t has
weathered and developed to form the main soil type of the area. BSuch soils
found in the lowlands are very fertile and produce abundant crops when properly
cultivated. These fertile prairie soils also are food for agricultural crops
or as rich grazing lands for livestock.

The Savamna formation is important in the area because it is on this
type of formation that much of the grazing land of the county occurs. The
county is increasing in livestock production, this enlargement is partly due

to the grasslands on this type of formation.

5 Ibid., p. 2k-27.



The county has plains in the north near the Arkansas River while it 1s
more rolling and uneven toward the south. The Poteau Mountains are in the
southern end of the county and extend across the southern boundary. The Sugar-
loaf Moumtain area is smaller, but it is in this mountain region, situated
northeast of Hartford, that the highest altitude in the county is foumd. It
reaches an altitude of over 2,200 feet above sea level. The Arkamsas River,
which flows along the northern boundary and the Poteau River which passes along
the southern peart of the county and inters from the west near Fort Smith, are
the only rivers of importance. (See Figure 2). Several small streams and

creeks are scattered over the county.
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Climate

Although the climate of Sebastian County is of the continental type with
pronounded seasonal range in both temperature and precipitation, it 1s satis-
factory for man, animals, and plants. Blair locates the cgunty near the south-
ern margin of the Humid Continental "warm sub-type" (ICW). 1In a climatic tran-
sition zome, the area is influenced by the Humid Subtropical Climate (STH) to
the south as well as by the Humid Continental "warm sub-type”, to the north.
Winters are mild and short, except for occasional severe "northers” of short
duration.T

Temperatures are mild, averaging 61.3 degrees Fahrenheit for the year.
Winters are relatively mild, as the temperature seldom falls below 20 degrees.
The summers are long, with occasional periods of high temperature. The mean
summer temperature, (June, July, Augusg) is 81.5 degrees. The summer high
seldon exceeds 100 degrees Fahrenheit.

The average growing season for the past twelve years was 237 days, lasting
from April 12 to November 1lk. This long frost-free season is favorable for the
production of a variety of crops including cotton, which takes a long time to
mature.

The average amnual rainfall of 39.5 inches falls on sbout 99 days. This
precipitation in the form of rainfall along with the two or four inches of
snowfall is conducive to good agricultural production. BSkies are clear about

9
135 days, cloudy 109 days, and partly cloudy 121 days of the year.

6 Thomas A. Blair, Climatology, (1943) p. 149.

" R. J. Martin end J. B. Kincer, "Climatic Characteristics", Climatic
Summary of the United States, Section 43, p. 2.

8 Monthly Weather Review, Vol. 75, (1947) United States Department of
Commerce.

9 Arksnsas on the March, Arkansas Resources and Development Commission,
(1949) p. 169.




TABLE I
CLIMATOLOGICAL DATA FOR THE WEATHER BUREAU -
AT FORT SMITH, ARKANSAS, Elevation h63 ft.

Month Mean Temp. Max. Temp. Mean Max. Temp. Min. Temp. Mean Min. Temp.

Dec. 45.6 s 55 22 32

Jan. 41.6 78 52 T 32

Fab. 36.6 T2 48 12 25
Winter

Mar. 45.1 £ i 57 17 33

Apr. 61.2 85 T3 35 50

May 7.5 91 T8 45 57
Spring

June 78 97 89 53 67

July 80.2 107 9k 54 67

Aug. 86.4 108 100 69 T3
Summer

Sept. TTok 106 91 48 64

Oct. 69.2 90 82 46 56

Nov. 47.6 T2 5T 28 38
Fall

Month Mean Relative Precipitation Wind Ave. Hr. No.of days with

Humidity No. of inches Velocity & pre- thunderstorms
vailing Wind Direction

Dec. 76 - 0 B 4 T3 N.E. 2

Jan. 8 A6 T3 KR 1

Feb. 63 b 8.5 N.w. 0
Winter

Mar. 64 1.99 9.1 N.W. 1

Apr. T0 5.88 9.3 E. 14

May 68 6.19 T.T7 R.E. 12
Spring

June T1 2.73 7.2 8.W. 7

July 62 i I 3 6.0 N.E. h

Aug. 62 1.38 6.3 N.E. 8
Summer

Sept. 66 4.89 7.8 N.E. 6

Oct. T2 4.00 6.1 N.E. 5

Nov. 8 2.28 T.8 ¥ 2
Fall

10

Monthly Weather Review, Vol. 75, (1947) United States Department of
Commerce, Bureau of the Cemsus.p. 85, 105.
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TABLE IT

-

Climate of Fort Smith Bacod on 19th
and 1948 Summaries

1947 1948

Normal Temperature - - = = = = = - 61.3 degrees F. 61.3
Total Precipitation - - =« « - - = 35.16 inches 38.85 inches
Highest Temperature- - - = - = - - 108 degrees F. 99 degrees F.

on August Gth. on July 25th.
Lowest Temperature- - - - = - = == T degrees F. on T degrees F.

January Lth. on March 1lth.
Growing Season - - = - « = - = = = 225 days 225 days
Total Sunshine ~ - -« = « = « - « = 2,671 hours Not given

The climate in this area is agreeable most of the year. Temperatures
average 613 degrees F. for the year, sunshine 2,671 hours out of a possible
4L 458, The winters are short and relatively mild with the lowest temperaturez
gbove zero. The growing season i3 over 240 days allowing cultivation of many
crops in the area. The summers zre long with the highest temperatures a little
over 100 degrees F. on 2 few days, usually with low humidity. Outdoor sports

and labor are engaged in virtually every week in the year. (See Figure 3)

il United States Weather Bureau data, (1947-1948) Fort Smith, Arkansas.
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Active Elenents of the Natural Envirowont

Animals: The first settlers im the county found wild aninals so plentiful
that they had little difficuliy in killing enough zene to supply thenm in food

=

wntil they could elear sone land and grow & crop. Bven though egricultirral and

]

indugtrial development has diminished the smount of wild animels, mony farmers

#ti1l) congider souirrel, rebbli ond fish as supplies for the Tanily food supply

There ore Tow pesturas that one can aross without seeing 2 cotbontzil rebbit
ruming for cover. Rabblits, red and gray squirrel snd opogsum are very comon in

the ares.  Sone racoon, o skl and nink are trapped for the fur trade.

@s of wild aninals altogether, and re-

pors

: Bpoc
duced others zo drasticelly thot thelir killing is now lezelly forbidden. Some
red and gray fox rerncin in the ares aad ths fox chase is a foverite sport for
many humters, bul except during 2 briefl open season, the fox, 1f caught, aust
be released. Volves commanded a bounty until 1029 hut are now aeldon seen in
the ares. The bulfzalo that roansd the arsz in large nuwibers when the white

man Tirst seviled the area are now extianct, except for a few In coptivity. The

disappeared hut the bohecat or wildeat, 1s still common

enougl Lo e himted by the Tarners vhen 1t destroys turkey and guail.

The guall, rabblt, squirrel and wild tuvkey are all hunied by farmers and
other gportsmen Ior thair food valus. Some rav:.éony opossum, skunk and nink are
trapped and sold Tor their furs. Many of the fammers supplement the farm in-
gone by trapping during the winber wonths.

Other smaller animals of lass or no econonic value Include the gopher,

chipmmk, =24 several varietiss of nice and rats. The mole anmnoys the gardener



by tumneling vegetable gardeuns. The weodchuck, weasel and puskrat are conmon
12
in the moumtaian orees of the county.

e

Birds are very common in this county. Quail are found in birush patches

&ll over the county. Some wild turkey is still found in the uplands and mount-
gin areas, These are tne only birds of any relative cconcule value. The sparrow,

robin, whippoorwill, goldfinch, amd brown thracher sre sll wery common in the

LN
area.

[EX]

There are geveral varieties of gnakes, such as the king snake, blue racer,
water poccasin, and otherc found in the county. Frogs snd teads are very common
in the arsa.

TPisgh are still plentiful in some areas. Several varietiesz of fish ere
caught in the rivers and streams of the coumty. They Include perch, bhass, cat-
figh, buffalo, druvn, ninvows and come trout znd cthers. PFish are found in the

Arkangags River, the northern border of the county, the FPoteau River, in the

southern part of the county, and in the snell sireens and creeks of the county.

5]

Plehing is o fovoriie pagt-time for youmg and old of the ares. Many farm

¢

fanmilies supplement their diet with fish caught in the stresms of the county,
while many people fish for sport.

Hative Vegstation: Mixed pines znd southern hardwoods are found in the

11ly and mountainous regions of the area. This mixed pine and hardwood forest
18 found at elevations of from 1,000 to 2,000 feet above sea level. Shoxrt leaf
pines, oaks and hickories, particularly yellow oak and bhitternut and pignut
hickories, are found on the dry ridges. White and red osks, mockernut hickory

ih

and red gun are found in the fresher soils,

iz Arkansas, American Guide Series, p.14-17.

13 4. 5. Boerg, Birds of Arkansas, University of Arkensas, Experiment
Station Bulletin 253, (1931)

" Rephuel Zon, Nabural Véget&tion.Sectionﬁ Atlas of Amarican Agriculiure,
United States Department of Agriculture (1928), p. 1k,




Plants grov luxurilantly in Sebastian County. NWurtured by abundant rainfall
and & benigh clirnte, they come uwp Tror the soll early in the spring, meture
rapidly, resist the late summey dry weather, and yield only to the freat in
Octoher and Novemwber. Many plants flourish even through the winter. & wallk
through the woods Iin the winter will reveal, begides the conifers, nany mosses,
ferns, grasces, hollles, red berries and mistletos. The nistlsboe clings high
in the oaks. The apple blossom, the state flower, also grows cbundantly in
this area.

Blackberries, blueberries, muscadines, wild grapes, persimuons, nulberries,

red hawe, are all gathered in seascon fron nstive vines and trees in the county.

Tuts are collected from pecan, hickory, and walnut trees. All are native and
15

common treeg in the ares  The pecan tree is of great econonic value.
The neople of the county gather the wild berries and preserve them in

various ways to be used duripg the winter to help supply the family food.

Many of the berries and nute are eaten while fresh in seversl different forme.

o

The county, as a whole, is blessed with o vich native vegetetion of trees,

k

vines, herba, ferns, gragses and other plants, many of economlc value.

Figh and wildlife of the reglon are fished, hunted, or caught for sport
and to supplement the Tood supply. The counby has few varieties of destructive
animals left btoday snd these remaining are being killed when found by a hunter.
The county as a whole ceontaing a wealth of fish and wildlife which vields feood

or other econcmic products.

15 Joum 7. Buckihclz and Wilkur R. Matton. Common Forest and Irees of
Arkansas, University of Arkansas Agricultural Extension Service, Extenslon
Circular 120.




13

CHAPTER III
HISTORY AND PEOPLE OF SEBASTIAN COUNTY

The lands included within Sebastian County have, from time to time, been
under the jurisdiction of several nations. As a result of La Salle's ezxplor-
ation in 1682, the French had title to what was then the southwestern part of
the United States, and claimed for the Bourbons all the territory drained by the
Mississippi River, which included the portion of land that was to become Sebastian
County. Then sovereignty over the area was vested in Spain in 1763, when France
caded it to her during the Prench and Indian War, but the white flag of the
French again was restored when Spain ceded the region back to her in 1800. It
remained under French control until 1803 when Napoleon, then First Comsul, sold
the Louisiana Territory to the Unlted States. When Missouri was made a terri-
tory of the United States, nine years later, her jurisdictlon extended over
the Sebastian County area, a fort being esteblished there in 1817.l

The United States Congress passed a law on March 2, 1819, which was to
become effective July &, 1819, creating the Arkansas Territory that included all
the present states of Arkansas and Ollahoma. The Governor of the Territory was
to supervise Indians within the Territory. Arkensas was adnitted into the
Union as a state in 1836.2

Sebastian County was created by an act of January 6, 1851, the coumty be-
ing formed fron territory taken from the older Crawford, Scott and Polk Coumties,
It was named for William K. Sebastisn, who was Judge of the First Circult Court

for several years following the admission of Arkansas into the Union as a state.

He presided as President of the State Senate in the session 1846, and served

1 Archer Butler Hulbert, United States History, p. 101-11k.

e Charles A. Beard & Mary R. Beard, History of the United Btates, p. 301.
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as United States Senator from Arkansas, from 1847-1865.

What is now western Arkansas and eastern Oklahoma furnished the Indians
thelr choicest hunting grounds. The bank of the Arkansas River, where Fort Smith
now stands, served as the camping site for the Osages, Quapawz, and other Indian
tribes. It affordsd, moreover, a convenient locaticn for them to prepare for long
river trips either to the northwest or for the cagtern route to the south.

The Osages were a proud, insolemt, and war-llke tribe of Indians, who ranged,
for thelr marauding expeditions, over the country from eastern Missouri to the
Red River cm the south, and to the Rucky Mountains on the west. They drove out
most of the native tribes of this region and committed many robberies. Thaelr
depredations on white hunters and trappers caused the more tlmorocus whites to
becone afrald to venture into the forest to secure furs°3 The ares, now col-
prising Sebastian County, was part of the domain over which the Osage Indians:®
raided. They were referred to by other Indian tribes, as well, as barbarous,
uncivilized, and as a lawless gang of robbers making war on everyouns e¢lse. For
11lustration, certain Osage warriorg defied their owa chiefs, and robbed the
Cherckees of their traps, sumunition, and horses.

Because of the war-like Osages and the thoughtless whites, 1life was hard
for the Cherokee Indians. They appealed for relief to the Governor of the
Missouri Territory. Mejor Lovely, agent of the Cherckees, in November, 1819,
urged the National Government to send troops to preserve order in Arkansacs
Territory. Nothing was done at the time, so finally the Cherckees sought rovenge.
This serious dispute caused the Wational Government to act on the recommendations

of MaJjor lovely. General Andrew Jackson,‘head of the Southern Division of the

3 J. Pred Patton, The History of Fort Smith, Arkensas, (1946) p. 1.
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United States Army, was directed to establiph a post to be garrisoned by one
company on the Arkensas River vhere 1t bordered on the Osage line, now the bound-
ary line between the Bebastian County, Arkensas and the State of Oklshona.

General Jackson received his orders from the War Department on August 19,
1817, and commumnicated these to General Thomas A. Smith, who was in command near
St. Louis. On September 15, 1817, General Smith ordered Major William Bradford,
in company with Major Stephen H. Long, who was a member of the Topogrzphical
Corps, to descent the Mississippl River from St. Louis to a point where it inter-
sected the Osage line as determined by the Osage Treaty of 1808. The two officers
were to select the most suitable site near that line, and forth-with to erect, as
expeditiously as circumstances would permii, a stockade adequate for the accommo-
dation of ome company.

The French called the site chosen Belle Point, for, in the days of Jchn Law,
an early fur tradsr, 1t was well-known as 2 haven cn the river for the young men
who lived at the Post of Arkansas. Bells Point was located in the forest at
the junction of the Poteau and Arkencas Rivers, in what is rovw Ssbastian County.

Bince it was cuatomary in ailitary clircles to name forts after noted mili-
tary men, Belle Point was named Cantonment Smith in honor of General Thomas A.
Smith, who had made the order to establish the fort, but by December, 1818, it
was known as Fort Smith. Major William Bradford and his troops first reached
the new station on December 25, 1817.

Life at the garrison at Fort Smith ren along smoothly in its earliest days
but continued peace was not to.last long because the (Qsages and Cherokees started
thelr long struggle for control of the territory west of the fort. Major Brad-

ford prevented a war 1ln September, 1819, by calling the first council of
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the two tribes together at Fort Smith. Thes two groups sat in the council and
smoked the pipe of peace, but it wasn't long until hostilitles broke out between
then. Since the Indians continued their fighting, in 1821, the government issued
orders that the Tth Infantry be moved from St. Louls to Fort Smith. The com-
panies vader the conmand of Colomel Matthew Arbuckle, arrived at the post on
February 26, 1322.

Tven with the re-enforcoments at the garrison, the Osages and Cherokees con-
tinued %o war on each other., Because of these hostilities, and as a protection
to the white settlers farther up the Arkansas River to the west, Colonel Ar-
buckle received orders to remove his troops fron Fort Smith to Fort Gibson in
what 1s now the State of Oklahomn. These troops departed on April 9, 1824,
leaving only =ight men, under the Assistant Commissary, Li. Bonneville, tempor-
arily in charge of the bulldings. Thus ended the first establishment of Fort
Smith.

¥When the troops were withdrawn, the little frontier town of Fort Swmith logt
nuch of its activity, but evidently Captain John Rogers saw in this small forti-
fication site the germ that would, in the not very distant future, develop into
a prospercus city. Instead of following hils troops, he remained upon the land
whers he Tirst pitched camp, continuved to trade with the white and Indisn
settlers, cleared away the forest and raised corn. He was thus one of the first
known permenent white settlers Iin what is now Sebastian County.

Many settlers had moved into the region during the time of the first post
at Fort Saith. This made it necessary to establish a protected base for supplies,
and since Fort Smith was at the head waters of navigation of the southwest, it
was chosen as the logical place. On July 19, 1838, the fort was reopensd, be-
coming known as the second Fort of Port Smith. In the meantime, what is now

Arkaensas was admitted intoc the Union as a state in 1836.



In July, 1838, Major Charles Thomas, who had been selected to superintend
the bullding of the new fortificaticn, arrived at the post. The plan of the new
- establishment embraced a quedrangle of 4350 to 600 feet, welled with stone, in-
gide of which were the barrscks, officers' quarters, and nagazines. Stone for
the fort was gquarried from the bluff at Belle Poimt. Ground work of the walls
was 1o the shape of an irrvegular gquedrangle, with a cannon bastion at each angle
of the wall.

Yhen Major Thouos Tirst came, he took possession of the land at the head of
what is now Garrison Avenuz, the main strest of Fort 8nith, and bullt a ten-
porary aunczmpnent for the troops, which was named "Cantonment Balknep”. & one-
story log residence was builht for the commaniing officer on the north side of
the Avenué, Just beiind the present Cathelie Church. It was cccupled by Cseneral
Zachary Taylor, later President of the United States, from 1541-1845, when ho
left for the Mexilcan ¥War., Hls vogetabls gzrden was on the site of the present
Catholic Acadeny, and his horse, "0ld Whitney”', pastured where Seint Edwards
Hoapital i2 now located.

Ia 1839, Captain John Fogers sngaged 2 surveyor to lay out the original
town of Port Salth. The first bulldings were srected on Front Street, which
was on the river bank, and for several yesars, all the business housss were con-
centrated on Commercial Row, as it was called. Commercial How ig now czlled
Garvison Avenue snd runs frowm the bridge at the Arkansas River for over a nile
whers it intersects state highway mumber 22 leading eest across the county.

Todzy, Fort Snith, the largest city in Sebastian County, 13 second largest
in the state, surpassed only by Little Rock. It was incorporated as a town on

Decenber 24, 18k2, and the city made rapid growth. The Assembly gavs the town
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a new charter on Jenuary 11, 1851. PFrom 1838 to 1851, the foundation was laid
for a city which was to attract the attention of the entire southwest within a
few years and to make Sebastian County one of the leading political subdivisions
of the atate.5

When Sebastian County was flrst created on January 6, 1851, Eaton Tatun's
house was designated as the temporary seat of justice, where the wvillage of
Jinny Lind is now located.

The first election for county officers was held on January 27, 1851. At
the same tine five men were elected commissioners to locate a permanent county
seat. They decided in favor of a site in Section 12, Township 6 North, Range 31
West, where Rueben, one of the commissioners, offered to donate forty acres of
land for that purpose. They gave the name Greenwood to the new county seat.

The location of the county seat was not satisfactory to many of the eiti-
zeng of the county. The following year (1852), the question was submitted to
a vote of the people and Fort Smith received & majority of the wotes. In 1854
it was voted to take the county seat back to Greenwood. A compromise was reached
in 1861, by which Greenwood and Fort Smith were each to have two terms of the
circult court annually, and since then Sebastian County has had two county
seats, one at Fort Bmith and the other at Greenwocod.

The county is divided into the following townships: Bass Little, Bates,
Beverly, Big Creek, Bill Johnson, Bloomer, Center, Cole, Dayton, Dlamond, Eagle,
Hartford, Island, Jim Pork, Marian, Mississippi, Mont Bandels, Nat gsborn,

Prairie, Rogers, Sugarloaf, Sulphur, Upper, Washburn and White Oak.

5 Joseph H. Shinn, School History of Arkansas, (1900) p. 3-335.
6

Dallas T. Herndon, Annals of Arkensas, (1947), Vol. II, p. 525-535.




Captain John Rogers settled on the site of Fort Smith soon after the close
of the War of 1812. There may have been a few settlers there before that time
but they left no historic record. Among the pioneers who came soon after Captaln
Rogers were: J. Kannady, H. A. Queensbury, Matthew Moore, Jemes MeDavid, Charles
A. and George S5. Birnie, Matthew Moss, Bobert Binclair, Alfred Rey, Willlam
Duval, James Griggs end others who settled in different parts of the counﬁy.7

Sebastian County was formed in 1851 during the administration of Governor
John Selden Roane. It was the second of two countles Fformed during his adnin-
igtration as Governor. The county was noamed after William K. Sebastian, a United
States Senator, from Arkensas at the time., Fort Smith was incorporated on
January 11, 1851, just five days after the county was formed. It was re-incorporated
Mey 11, 1879. Greenwood was incorporated on November 22, 1850, and Mansfield on
August 29, 1888. By 1880 the populatiog of the county had grown to 19,560 and
reached a population of 33,200 by 1390.: The population of the county was

54,426 in 1930; 62,809 in 1940; and has an estimated population in 1945 of over

66,000 people.

7 patton, Op. Cit., p. 5.

8 Shinn, Op. Cit., p. 150-160.
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The People of Sebastian County

This county is the home of over 60,000 people who are over ninety per cent
white and over ninety-seven per cent native born. It mostly consists of people
claggified as urban since over half the population of the county lives in the
City of Fort Smith. The teotal population of the county in 1940 was 52,800 ae
compared with a population of 54,426 in 1930.9 t ranks number ten in the United
States rank of counties (in percentiles) in 1940. The county had a population
density of 118.7 per squere mile in l9h0.lo

The total white population in 1940 was 58,051 people, a total of 92.5 per
cent of the total population. The negro constituted only 7.4t per cent of the

11
total population in 1940 as compared with 7.3 in 1930.

TABLE III
Census of Census of

Characteristics of the Population 1940 1930
1 Total population of Sebastian County =wm=wemmecoo 62,809 5k, 426
2 Number of Males-~-cememeccmocncmonmm e ———— 30,679 - - -
3 Number of Fenalepm--ew~wec-vamcmcoasucrruanname o 32,130 - -
4 Native born (all races)---=ecae-- e ———— 62,040 - - -
5  Native born males w-wememeccsmcscmssseesmesmn-—— 30,268 - - -
6 Native born females =---emmwemmmmmomememescveeees 31,772 -
7 TForeign born (all races) ~em-e-mecmemccscmccmmnann 769 1,018
8 ©Poreign born mAles —eemeccccaecccmenrca e — 1 - - -
9 TForeign btorn females =s-moesommmemecoewn e 358 - -
10 Total white population ---ee--- B L T epap—— 58,001 - - -
11 Native White =ewemmemmmemmome—— - ———————— 57,324 49,376
12 Foreign horn white ~--eemececrmccmcon e aaa. 767 1,018
13 NOELO == e mm oo oo ot e e e — I, 6hT 3,550
14 Other races ---erececcccmccucmmcnccmccn—— ———— 71 L2
15 Per cent native waite =-c--e--mcommcccocsccaaa—— 91.3 0.7
16 Per cent foreign born white -meececcemwcmmeccacoa. 1.2 1.9
17 Per cent NEEIO —=wmwmmcmcecme—cs oo ————————— 7.k 7.3
18 Urban population ===ee=--- ————— e e e —— 36,584 - - -
19 Rural non-ferm pcpulatlon e e 1k,223 o - -
20 Rural farm ~-e-cecccwmcememccr e r e m e a e —————— 12,002 - - -

9 Ccounty Deta Beok, Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, (1947}, ». 72

10 Population, Velume II, Charactoristics of the Population, Part I, U. SB.
Summary (19%0), U. 8. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, p. k1.

11 1pid., p. 436.
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Over 50 per cent of the people are classed as urban; that is, living in
cities of over 2,500 population. Fort Smith, being the only city in the county
with a population cver 2,500, ig the home of nore than half the people in +the
coumty. The rural non-farm gopulation has the next largest per cent of the popu-
lation with less than 25 per cenl; this includes the people living in the other
towms of the county bub claszsilied as muwal non-larm. The mwral fars population
comprises over 20 per cent of the total population with sbout 2,000 less peornle
than the non-fsrm.

The negro constitubed only 7.4 per cent of the totel population of ithe
county in 1940. There were 4,047 negroes in the county in 194C, nearly all of
which live in the City of Fort Smith, Lesgs than one per cent of the negro popu-
lation of the county are fermers. They prefsr to work in factories, shops, and
in odd Jobs in the ity of Fort Saith.

The foreign-born pecple in the county ars less than two per cent of the
total population, there being caly TET in 1940. Most of the Fforeign bora are
ghop keepers in the City of Fort Smith.

Sebastian County hag had a very colorful history from the esteblishment of
the Pirst fort at Fort Smith in 1817 down to the present day. The peopnle of
the county have progressed from a small fort and little agricultural activity
to a progressive group of menufacturers, miners and farmers. Over ninety per

cent of the population of the county today is native white.
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CHAPTER IV
COMMUNITIES AND COMMUNICATIONRS
Fort Smith

Fort Smith iz a thriving commercial and industrial center locahed inm the
northwestern corner of Sebastian County, Arkansas, at an altitude aversging 450
feet above sea level. Its situation 1s adjacent to the boundary line of Arkansas
end Oklahona and on the scuth bank of the Arkanses River where it enters the
gtate. The commumity is surrounded by the Ozark and Ouachita National Forests,
the Kianichi Mounmteins and the Cookson Hills.

The territory about Fort Smith lg fertile and especially adaptable to the
growth of a largs variety of agricultursl products, Livestock breeders have
found conditions ideal for profitsble production, and stock raising has become
a major activity of the region. The tempsrate winters, long growing season, and
regular rainfall are conducive to the farming end livestock industries.l

Fort Smith is the second largest and most industrlalized city in the state.
It has for its economic horizon, factories that will make a2 wvarlety of products,
including: furniture, glass, brick, scissors, spelter and others. The city hasg
farms which surround it that raise corn, livestock and truck crops; and mines
that producemcoal. The urban area had a population of 36,584 according to the
1940 census.&

The retall trade territory comprises ten counties in Arkansas and four in
Oklahoma with a total population of over 370,000 people. The effective buying

power for Fort Smith is over $58,250,000, as reported to the sales management

in the city. The retail sales for Sebastian County, July 1, 1946 to June 30,

1 Pucts and Figares About Fort Smith, Post-War Planuing Committee, (19%7), p.l

2 Arkengas, American Guide Series, (1941) p.1h3-1hk,
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3
1947, was over $43,600,000 and did not include cigarettes, gasoline, or liquor.
The principal traffic artery of Fort Bmith 1s Garrison Avenue which runs
southeast from the Arkansas River through the center of the business district.
Ezceptional width of the Avenue; originally leid out for a parade grownd for
soldiers, gives downtown Fort Smith an alr of western spacicusness and even makes
the larger buildings that line the sidewalk seenm small. The bulky brick buildings
nearest the river show structural lines favored iun the early Twentieth Century.
¥arther southeast, large shtesl and brick hotels, department stores, and restaur-
ant fronts display architectural form of recent time. The structures press to-
gether in an urban concentration surprising ian view of the city's comparatively
small population.
At a right angle to Gerrison Avenue 1s Tenth Btreet, whleh after a feow
blocke becomes Midlend Boulevawd and several miles farther cut crosses s loop
of the Arkansas Fiver into Crawford Couvaty. The older streets of Fort Smith,
nerrov and often heavily sheded, lie parallel with Tenth Street, north of
Garrison Avenue. The =ntire diftricﬁ iz laid out at a 43 degree angle to the
cardinal points of the compas#.h
Fort Smith ie the leading menufecturing center in Arkensas. There are over
108 manufecturers in the city employing over 5,800 persons and having anmual
gsales of more than $33,000,000. Principal manufactured products are: glass,
furniture, furniture accessories , scissors, spelter, brick, amirrors, automobile
bodies, troilers, woodworking products, canned vegetsbles, frozen foods, poultry

and meat products, stowes, cans, peper products and mining machinery.

3 Pacte and Figures, Op. Cit., p. 2.

—ompcma

h American Guide Series, Op. Cit., p,146-1L8,



The wholesale center for 67 countles of Arkansas and Oklahoma in which live
over two milllon people, Fort Smith i1s a thriving merchandising town. There are
nore than 130 old established, successful wholesalers who distribute a great
variety of merchandise totalling more than $70,000,000 per year, and employ more
than 1,200 pecple. Theﬁeffective buying power of the wholesale territory is in
excess of $625,OOO,OGO.D

There ars sixty-sixz churches ir the City of Fort Smith., The following
denominations are represenied: Bapilst, Lpiscopal, Presbyterien, Methodist,
Catholic, Lutheran, Christian, Church of Christ, Jewlish, Apostolic, Adventist,
Nazarins, Salvation Aray and others.

Two excellent clinics and four well-eguipped hospitals with 257-bed capacity
gerves Fort Snith. They are: Cooper (linic, Holt-Erock Clinic, Colonial Hos-
pital, S¢. Bdwards Hospital, Sparks Memoriel Hospital, and Twin City Colored
Hospital. Taess facilities accommodate Sebagtian County and surrounding terri-
Lory a8 well.

Fort Swith’s two dally newspapers, the Bouthwest smerican and the Fort
Smith Timas Zecord, @ave & cormbined circulation of over 33,000. The Southwest
Amerdican is & aorning daily and the Fort Sanith Tines Record comes oub daily in
the aiternoon.

There are fouwr radio broadcasting stations in the City of Fort Smith.

They are: KFPW- = « = = = = 1800 kilocycles - - - - 250 watto
EREN= - = ~ = = - 1230 kolocyeles - - - = 250 watts
EWHN~- - = = ~ - = 1320 kilocycles - - ~ - 5000 watta
K¥SA~ « = = = = - 950 kilocyeles - - - - 1000 watts (day)
500 watts (night)
These staticns neet the needs fof advertising of the clty and other towns wialle

2

perforning vaiuable services for the geople within their reseh.

3

Pacts and Figures, Op. Cit., ». 2.
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Fort Smith is the principal trassportation center for Sebastian County
and all western Artensas. It is served by four rallroads and a network of
paved highways., Bus transportation service 1s provided by four bus lines radi-
ating in all directions, Overnight freight movements to all principal markets in
the Middle Wesh is provided by forty truck lines, many of which hawve their head-
dquarters in Ford Bnith. One alrlins passes from north and south end another fronm
sast and wesi,

The City of Tort Smith has proviled iteelf wlth many fine schools. It has
piblic {white) schools throuzh Jimior solloge with a total earollnent of wore than
u,)OO students. There are also four public {colored) schools with a total enrell-
ment of over 400 students. Pive Parochial achools have o yearly enrollment of

o~

bousts 100 day students and 40 night

olleg

o
>
9

over 1,100 students. A businese

[¢]

student The %totel school surolluent lg, thorefore, mnore thaa 8,500 within the
é
city.

The urban commmity of Fort Smith has enjoyed a rather rapid growth fronm a

small town of 400 %o 500 nesple in 184D to an ectinmnted population of 47,500 in

Y

347, It hes inereased in population mumbers nore then four times in the last

fd

£fifty years. These growth feabtures are shown in Tabls IV helow.

]

TARLE IV
7

Eistory of Fort Smith's Population

IOUG v o e e e m e e o

1850 = » « = o m e o o -
1850 « « = = e e w w
B0 = = e e e e e e e e -

2080 « = mn e e e s

rom 400 to 500 pecple
ror 400 to SO0 weople
(s1laves not Included)

(,ui\)l-*"—’-j“-'-j

»529
227
,092

Facts and Flguwres, Loc. Cit., p. 5.

United States Census Reports {1520-1940).
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TABLE IV (Cootinued)

1890 = - « = = = 11,311

1900 « = = = - = 11,587

1910 ~ - = =« = - 23,975

1920 = = = = - - 28 870

1930 = = = = = - 31,420

OO - -« - - 36,584

W0k -« o - - - 43,000 Estinate based on Post War Survey
LT -« - - - - e 47,500 May 10, 1947 by Post War Survey

Approxinmately 3,500 negroes live in Fort Snmith, not in one separate distriet,
but grouped in various parts of the city. Work in the factories esnables them
to enjoy a standard of living somewhat higher than that of other members of
their race living in nearby towns depending solely on cotton. Substantial bhrick
houses appear occasionally among the more common two and -three room frame houses.
There are a number of negro churches, several amusement and recreational centers
and a swimming pool. In 1923 the Roman Catholic Church added a Parochial school
for negroes to the already existing accredited schools, |
Since 1913, municipal affairs have been handled by three commissioners. A
$409,000 bond issue for civic improvement, which was voted in 1927, paid for new
streets, sewers, parks, and playgrounds. These irprovements were for the benefit
of all the city and for anyone paséing through or visiting the city. The parks
and playgrounds are places of recreation for ynung and old. Bince 1935, clear
mountain water from Lake Fort Smith, twenty-eipght miles to thé northesat, has
fioued through the city water mains. This 1s much better water than the so-called
"Poteau Punch" taken from the Poteau River before 1936. This mowmtain lake, under
the supervision of Fort Smith, is situated in the Ozark Mountains. It is a
place of recreation for the people of Fort Smith and for tourists, besides furn-
ishing the city its water supply.

For three decades the one-time frontier fort has had no challenge for its
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position as second largest city in the state and today it stands as a modern
city. The past, however, is still too near and too large a part of Fort Smith
to be forgotten. In May each year the city dons wide-brimmed sombreros, decor-
ates Garrison Avenue with the Wild West motif, sgages the Arkansas-Oklahoms Rodeo,
and plays the role of a frontier town once nors.

Lesser Trade Centers

The town of freenwood, in the central part of the county, is the second
county seat of Sebastian County serving the southern half of the county. It
was incorporated on November 22, 1850. Now Greenwood serves as the chief ship-
ning point of coal from the area, which ranks first in Arkansas coal. The popu-
lation was 1,219 in 1940, most of the working people being coal miners.

Coal nines close down about the Pirst of April and re-open in July, in tinme
to supply early winter demands. Miners spend thelr summers working thelr vege-
table gardens with perhaps two weeks of cotton chopning on the plantations
farther down the Arkansas Valley.

There are several stores to meet the needs of custonmers from about and within
fireenwood. It is the leading shopving center of the southern psrt of the county,
and all legal transactions for thst part of the area are carried on st the court
house there. The town is served by paved highwayz and by rail transportation.
Hackett

Hackett 1s a small town of k36 population situated in the west central part
of the county on the Oklahoms border. It is also a ccal mining town made up

chiefly of coal niners and their femilies. The main street of Hackett once boasted

8 American Guide Series, Op. Cit., p. 149-152.
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a dozen saloons and rang with the sound of gquarrels, for it wag one of the string
of border towns that sprang up along the edge of Indian territory in the 1870s
to sell supplies and liguor to the Indians. Today the saloons have given way to
one-story brick store buildings. The only nonento of the town's youthful enter-
prise is the pondercus three-story limestone block old schoolhouse, now abandoned,
a block north of the business district.
Manafield

Situated on the county line in the southeastern part of the county, Mans-
field lies 59% feet above sea level. It was incorporated in 18806, and in 1940
had a population of 1,002 people. Royalties from natural gas wells nearby supple-
ment the farmers' income earned from cotton, fruit and truck crops. A brick
plant early supnlied the material for homes and stores in western Arkansas and
eastern Oklahoma fron 1901 ?ntil the collapse of markets and the depression
caused its closing in 1929,) Most of the people of the area today are farmers
or workers in the town's business placesﬁ
Hartford

Hartford is the southermost town Iin the county, situated in & valley sur-
rounded by the Sugsr Loaf anéd Poteau Mountain sections. Founded as a coal
nining towa, it produces much of the fuel of the county until the present day.
I+t had & population of 1,189 people in 1940, but appears to have declined some-
what since that time. The Hartford Muslc Company was established in thiz town
soon after the turn of the centurj and has published song books for singers over
the entire south until the present day.
Huntington

The towt of Huntington is located in the southeast part of the county just

9 Anmericen Gulde Series, Ieoc. Cit., p. 317.
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three miles northwest of Mensfield. It had a population of 990 people in 1940.
Coal mining is the chief industry of the town, along with the business concerns
that supply the niners and farmers of the area. The houses, as a rule, are old look-
ing. It was a thriving nining center in the early twenties but has much less activ-
ity since. There are some negroes living within the limits of the commumnity but
the population is over ninety per cent white.
Lavaca

A thriving litile farm village, Lavaca is located 17 miles east of Fort Snith
on Highway 96 just three miles from Highway 22. Loceted near the Arkansas River,
it is in the fertile river bottom area and 1s very productive for intensified
agriculture. This ig the chief berry growing section of the county. The popu-
lation of the town is approximately 350 people.
Bonanza

Ancther border town, Bonanza was built up on the Arkansas-Oklahoms border
during Indian Territory days. It is sltuated five miles north of Hackett in the
west central part of the county. A small mining community, today it has a popu-
lation of 400 to 500 people, chlefly coal miners and their families.
Midland

Midland is situated in the south central part of the county Just six miles
north of Hartford on Highway 45. It was built near the Midland Valley Railroad
and took its neme from this railroad. Formed as a coal mining town, 1t still
caters chiefly to miners There is considerable farming and cattle raising in
the area today. It had 2 population of 560 in 1940.

Dther Commumnities

Other communities of the county with populations between 100 and 300 include

the wvilleges of Barling, Central, Excelsior, Hillerest, Jinny Lind and Washburn.



Camp Chaffee Army Cemp

Canp Chaffee covers an area of 75,000 acres, lying southeast of Fort Smith
bordering on Highway 22. The main gate of the camp is about eight miles souti-~
east of Fort Smith. The canp comprises almost twenty per cent of the areas of the
county. Construction of this large Army Camp was started in September, 1041.
Since that time, thousands of troop. have been tralned for overseas combat service,
and since late in 194k, many, including the writer, have returned there to be
processed through the War Department Beparation Center for their discharge from
service.

The first combat organization trained at this camp was the 6th Armored Divis-
ion, and then the 14th and 16th Armored Divisions. All were in the European
Theater of Operations when victory cams there in 1645, There were also many
smaller units trained at Camp Chaffee including: an Infantry Regiment, Engineer
Combat Group, Pield Artillery Groups, Ordinance, Medical, Military Police Battal-
ions, Signal Repair snd Quartermaster Gas Supply Companies. The camp has alsc had
three WAC Detachments,

Late in the summer of 1945 the hlith Infantry Division was sent to Camp Chaffee
for deactivation. Then the 5th Armored Division, which had a brilliant record in
Furope during World Wer II, was reactivated and assigned here as = training divi-
sion to handle men arriving under Selective Service Law No. 2. This Division,
since July 6, 1948, has the mission of receiving, equipping and furnishing an
eight-week course of basic nilitary instruction to new enlistees and inductees
in the Arnmy

Army personnel of 10,000 end nearly 800 civilian employeee at Camp Chaffee
have a combined payroll of well over cne million dollars monthly. The greater

part of this money is spent in Sebastian County, mainly in the Cilty of Port Smith.
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Before the end of 1949, Camp authorities expect to have 20,000 troops, naking
it one of the largest Army Training Centers in the Unlted States.

Camp Chaffee has 2,643 structures of all types including barracke and mess
halls, a fleld house, laundry, bakery, cold storege plant, incinerator, ice
plant, siz non-dencrinetional chapels, recreational halls, and office buildings.
A1l of these buildings sre of wood structure, called temporary frame dbuildings by
the Deparineni of the Army. The barracke arc two-story frame bulldings, each
built Per the accormmicdaticn of sizty-Four soldlers.

o,

Ten miles of railroad lines (branching off from the Miasouri Pacid:

road) ere laid through vorious sections of the cemp. There are 277,530 sauare

yards of councrete roads, £%53,150 square yords of bituminous rosds and 1,665,857

-
3

sqguare yards of miscellanecuc roads throughout the cam. Sizty nilss of water

maing, seventeen miles of steel pipe for gas, and 80 miles of overhead end service
9‘

distribution line for electricity supply the camp.

he Qity of

L7

It iz hoped by the civic leaders of the county and especislly
Fort Smith that the Camp will rewmodn oz one of the permwxent iastzllaticms of
the United States Army. This wili conbinue to give added prospnerity to mepny

private businessmen of the areaz, =8 well as giving esployment to several hundred

Sebastian County is in & good locebion in regard o commnmications., It iz
sgrved by several railroad lines including: +the Missourl Pecilic rumning from
Fort Smith sastward scross the county, and also southeast bto Greenwood; the
Midland Valley Bailroad from Fort Smith south through Hartford, the southernnost

towr: in the county; the 5t. Louis~San Francigco runs fron Fort Smith through a

" 9 Facts and Figures, Loc. ggg.,'p- 7.



large part of the county; and the Kansas Clty Southern comes through Fort Smith
and a snall part of the countyalo

The county is served by a good highway systen for personal automcbile, truck
and bus transportation. U. 8. Highway Tl crosses the county from Fort Smith in
the northwest corner through Greenwood and on through Mansfield 1in the southeast
corner of the county. State Highwoy 22 stretches across the northern part from
west to east passing through Fort Smith, Barling end on eastwerd. State Highway 96
reaches from the county line on the north to the line on the south serving Lavaca,
Greenwood, and Hartford, State Highway 10 stretches across the central part of
the county from west to east through Hackett, Greenwood, and on eastward across
the county. State Highway 45 reaches from north to south on the western border
of the commty serving Fort Snith, Bonanza, Hackett, Midland and Hartford.

Main transportation centers are Fort Smith in the northwest corner of the
county and Greenwood in the central pert. Highways lead in all directions from
the two cities.ll Tort Smith is the focal point of great industirial development,
having freight service from four main rallroads and several large trucking com-
penies. It is also served by the airlines whose planes haul freight and passen-
gers. All the main towns have either good bus or train accommodations for
passengers.

Towns of the county are connected by telephone service and the larger conm-
munities have telegraph facilities. Fért Smith has four radioc staticns that

serve the people of the area with advertisecments and programs for recreation.

Postal service, likewise, is effective since trains or buses reach the various

10 Hammond's Stendard World Atlas, p. 61.

1 oericial Highway Map of Arkansas, (194T).
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communities at regular intervals. Camp Chaffee is to have 2 new radioc station
that will be in a world-wide Army radio net, as described in an announcenment:
New Station to Tie Chaffee to World-Wide Radic Net

Before next fall Camp Chaffee will be in direct contact with the entire
world, according to ap announcement by division headquarters today (June 5,
1949). Plans are well underway for the installation of a MARS-military anateur
radio systen-station at Camp Chaffee. The station at Chaffee will be the
Arkansas net control station, which will tie in with the Fourth Army
systen,

Mara systems are already in operation in New Mexico end Oklshoma and sy-
stens are in the process of organization in Arkansas, Texas and Loulsiana.
When organization is complete, there will be more then 100 stations in the
Fourth Army ares net which is controlled by the Fort Sam Houston, Texas,
gtation.

Any amateur radio operator with an Army or Federal Communications Com-
nission license and who is affiliated with some branch of the Military
Establishment-ORC, ROTC, ER, National Guard or Naval Reserve- may use the
facilities of MARS,

Free commumication, both by voice and continucus wave, with any short wave
in the world will be possible. Meseages destined for receilpt ocut of the
state will be cleared through comuand chammels via local, district, state,
Army area, and Army net control stations. Messages of a purely commercial
nature will not be authorized.

Civilian operators with military affiliation may use the Chaffee facili-
tles, except at specified times when the Army will have exclusilve use.

This new radio net will be helpful to former servicemen who are interested
in the radio amateur field as well as give training to the soldiers of the local

camp.

12 gouthwest American Dzily Newspaper, Fort Smith, Arkensas, (June 5, 1949).
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CHAPTER V
MANUFACTURING AND MINING

Manufacturing is one of the chief industries of Ssbastian County for the
econony of the area is based on the three activities of manufacturing, mining
and agriculture. Fort Smith, the second largest city in the stete and the largest
in Sebastian County, has the highest industrial developnent of any urban center
in the state., There are over 108 manufacturers in Fort Smith euploying over
5,800 persons and having average snnual sales of more than $33 ,000,00@.1

Manufactured items produced in the county, nearly all of which arc unade
in the Fort 8nith region include: gless, furniture, furniture accessories,
gelssors, spelter, brick, automobile bodies, trailers, wood-working products,
cannod vegetables, frozen foods, poulbtry and meat products, stoves, nining
machinery, papeyr productes and boitled drinks.

Over two million people in sixty-seven counties of Arkansas and Oklahoms
lock to Port Smith for the merchandise they want, including the manufactured
articles listed above. There are over one hundred established, sucecessful
vwholesalers who distribute a great variety of merchandise which tolals more
than $54,000,000 a year and employ more thaon a thousand people. The effective
buying power of the wholesale trading area is well over $625,000 ,OO().2 This
makes Fort Smith and Sebastian County the principal trade area in the entire
state with the exception of Litile Roeck.,

The retail sales for Sebastian County were over $34,000,000 in 194h with
the breakdown as follows: food products, $7,570,000; general merchandise, $5,120,000;

lumber, building and hardware, $1,650,000; and drug products, $1,632,000.

1 Post War Planning Survey, Fort Bmith, Arkansas, (1944), p. 1.

2 Arkansas on the Morch, Arkansas Resources and Development Commission,
(1949), ». 169,
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Effective buying power of the county is'over $70,500,000, as reported by the
Sales Managenent Bulletin.3
Merketing Information

The principal trading center of Sebastian Céunty is the City of Fort Smith
where over half the population of the county resides. It's center is latlitude
35 degrees 23' North, Longitude Ol degrees 24' West. There has been a steady
growth of the city due %o it's industrialization. The population has increased
as follows: 1910 it had 23,975; by 1920 it had increased to 28,870; 1930 to
31,429; 1940 to 36,584 people;& and it 18 expected to be well above the 145,000
mark by the 1950 census.

It can be seen from the table below that the Clty of Fort Smith is doing a
thriving business and, in so doing, i3 helping the entire county. There were
752 stores of all kinds in Bebastian County,with net sales of $17,089,000 and
a per capita sales of $28k in 1939. The total sales for 1945 were $3k,541,000.

TABLE V

Rotail Sales and Kind of Stores

1. Food stores --- 251 wewwee--e with 8ales of --ceemman- $3,289,000
2. General stores (with food) --~ 24 ~«- with sales of -- 549,000
3. General Merchandise Stores --- 16 --- with sales of -- 2,863,000
k. Apparel Stores =-- 37 ce-eeecw- with sales Of --ewowex 1,043,000
5. Furniture, Household, and Redio --- 24 -- with sales of 640,000
6. Aubomotive --- 26 memmwewew- e i e with sales of -- 3,291,000
7. Tilling Stations --« 124 cevoemcmamena with sales of -- 1,h73,000
8. ZLumber, Building, and Hardware --- 22- with sales of -- 1,155,000
9. Eating and Drinking Places --- 127 --- with sales of--- 887,000
10, Drug Stores =«- 20 coreevmcmmcscnnmnnn with sales of=-- 815,000
11. Other Stores -~=- 03 -cemwn- o ———— with sales of--- 1,084,000

3 Ibid., ». 169, -

b Commerclal Atlas and Markelting Guide, Rand-McNelly, Seventy-Ninth Edition,
(1948) p. 62.

5 Tbid., p. 63.
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Food processing is the fastest growing industry in the county's induastrial
center of Fort Smith and it is enlarging more rapidly than any other industry ia
the state. PFive of the largest canning plants in Arkansas are within o fifteen
nile radiue of Fort Smith. Arkansas' canning Jjumped 300 per cent during the
recent war while the nation as a whole gained 49 per cent. This shows that the
canning of food is increasing ac as to become an important industry in this
area.,

The Fort gmith Industrial Building Foundation offers finanecial aid to
sound new enterprises. The Foundation is a non-profit cilvic corporastion that
was created to promote sound indus‘briai growth. It is always ready to try to
bring more industry into the area. The plan followed by the orgsnization has
been widely copied. One of the most suecessful prolects was the Dixie Cup
Company's new $750,000 plant built by the Foundation on a ten-year purchase
contract, which was paid off eleven months after the building started. The
Company began operation late in 1947.

The furniture industry has & large place in the industrial development of
the area. Forests, in Sebastian County, provide basic materials for the wood-
working enterprises, the chief industrial sctivity of Fort Smith. Now it is
one of the six largest furniture centers in the United States., All types of
furnitures for the household and other uses are made in six large furniture
factories in the Fort Smith wicinity. Furniture fron the arsa 1s shipped to
nany points in the United States.

The future indus£r1a1 growth of this county locks bright because it is
well established as a manufacturing region, has progressive communities, and
has good transportation facilities; Civie groups are actiwve in bringing more

O
and more industries into the are=z,

€ Post Wer Planning Survey, Op. Cit., p. 2.
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Mindng
Bebastian County, situated ia the center of the Arkensas-Qklshoma cosl
fields, ranks Tirst in the production of bituminous coal irn the state. The
yield for the county during the fiscal year ending Jume 30, 1948, was 832,267
tons. There weie over 1,000 men employed in the mines in the county on an aver-

»

age of 137 days Guring the year. There were 43 produclng nines within the arec

3

owned by railrcads and z number of independently opercted swall mines. It is

L

estivated by Mr. William B. Mether, of the Midwest Research Institute of Kansas
City, that tiere remaius in the state epproximetely one billior tons of coul.
Toe guality of the Arkamsss coald produced in this one and other counties is ot
survassed by cosl of any other fisld. Sebastien County and Arkeunsas has the
neted snckeliess coal whicn is beling used in a number of larger citieg of the
country today because of its cleanliness features.

The smokeless coal pro.uced inm this aves ig without a rival closer than
the coal fields of West Virginis. The counby production of over three-fourths
million tons annually comes frowm aines in the areas of Hackett, Bomsnza, Jinny
Lind, Midland, Harcicrd, Greenwood, Huntlioghon and Munsfield. [ost of these

L3

towns sprang up ad nining towns. The coal fields are widely distributed over
7

the county.

Greenwood is the chief coal-shipping pcint of Sebastien County. The
town i seived Ly zeod rail and higinway transportation in all directions. The
principal markets for the coal are the rallroad companies which consune a large
paré of it. HManufacturing and domestic consumers are 56. Louls, Omabha, Kansas
City. Fort Smith, with its industries, 1s the chief market of the county.

Most of the coal found in the area i in thin veins from 28 to 32 inches

7 op. ¢it., p. 2.
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thick, lying at an sngle of 20 degrees. Miners work about seven houra a day

in less room than an automobile nmechanic, digging coal locse from the reoeck above
and slicing out a space below the vein to insert dynamite charges. Nervous stress
is added to physical straila by the possibility that a blast may oven a gas fissure
leading to an accidental explesion.

The coal nmines close down about the first of April and reopen in July, in
time to supply winter demands for fuel. The minere work in their vegetable gor-
deng or are employed as part-time farn lsborers while the mines are not in
operatian,d

Natural gas is found in main arsas of Bebasgtian County. The Masserd Prairie
district five miles sgoutheast of Fort Smith and the Mansfleld district in the
gsoutheastern pert of the county are the chief producers. The 194l production
of natural gas for the county was 328,347 cubic feet coming from 56 producing
wells., These wells produce a natural gas product that is used in wmost homes of
the county as well as for industrial use. The producing aress are not lorge but
supply enough for domestle use by the communities of the county. The wells in
the Mansfield district are near the county line and extend over into Scott
Geunty.g

Menufacturing and nmining have long been important in the economy of this
county. The county has prospered and kept a higher standard of living for its
population than many of the less fortuwnate coumties of the state, which have

to depend solely upon agriculture.

g . . :
Arkanses, American Ouide Series, p. 317.

I

9 Post War Plznning Survey, Loe. Cit., p. 7.



CHATTER VI
AGRICULTURE
Agriculture is ome of the three leading industries of Sebasptian Coumty.
There were 2,867 farms in the county in 1935; 2,407 in 1940 and 2,257 in 1945
with a total of 179,589 acres in cultivation in that year. The approximeie
land aren of the county is 338,500 acres with over fifty-three per ce‘mﬁ off 1%
1
in farnms.
The Coumty Farm Buresu has a memberchip of nore then 400 merbers. It has
done a grnced job of keeping farm people of this counby informed of the state and

national farm picture. The organization is growling because of the Tine serviece

o3
=t

i% hep been dolng.

The County fAgriculturcl Agent is very active in working with the farriers,
Merketing, cocperative purchesing, and L-H Club work are three of the most im-
portant activities of the United Staotes Bxhension Service 0fflce, TFiPieen active
clube had an enrollnent of 240 boys in 1047. There were 211 ferm articles pub-
lished in the twe county newspepers and 104 farn radioc broadcasts over two
radic stetions during the year 19L7. The County Agent helped to lorgsmize Ltwo
new cooperatives for farmers during the sane year. + is estimated these

cooperatives will do spproximately $200,000 worth of farm business in a year's

2
-~

tine.
The County Agricultwre Planning Committee is very active in the Exten-

sion progran of Ssbastian Coumty. It is composed of officers and nore than

1 Unitea states Census of Agriculture, (Arkansas) Vol. 1, Part 23, (1945)
Department of Commercs, Bureauw of the Census, p. 55,

2. D. Bateman, 1947 Annual Report, County Agricultural Agent, Sebastian
County, Arkansas, p. 1-2,

3
Ibid., p. %.



thirty members fron fifteen communities in the county. Neighborhood and community
leaders are algo helpful in carrying oubt the farm program. Problems consldered
by the Plamning Committee were the improvement of farm buildifgs, machinery re-
palirs, rursl electrification and scil end water conservatioan

The Farn Bureau, an active organization of more than 400 members, is the
only farmers' organization of its kind in the county. All communities are repre-
sented. The Bureau has a definite place in the rural economy of the county end
hag done its share in sponsoring snd stimlating programs and neetings that are
of wvital importance and interest.

Sebastian County iz a feed deficit area because the Clty of Fort Smith and
gsurrounding area offers a nmarket for the sale of livestock and thelr products.
This stimilates the ralsing of dair§ and beef cattle in the county. It nabturally
fellows, too, that the farmers are interested in producing the greater part of
their feeds in order that they night have a greater net profit. Iemck of enough
livestock feed is & problem, but with the aid of the Planning Committee a pro-
gran Was récently worked out that will help the sitwetion. Silege and pastures
was thi logical apyroach, as well as s testing and cwlling program for dairy
herds“)

Pastures

FProvision of adequate pasturage is another major nroblen of the livesiock
raigers of the county. The rapid transition frow cobton to cattle that many
of the ferrers have made has been faster, in some cases, than 1t has been pos-
gible for additional pasturage to be esﬁablishgd. Since the greater part of
this chenge-over hag comg about within the past seven years, snd since the

greater port of this tinme materials and labor have been very scarce, the

N Agriculture Plamning Commititee Information, Sebastlian County, Arkensas.

? Farm Bureau Information , Sebastian Cowmty, Arkansas.
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prograess made in development of permanent postures has been very slow.

There was not over 200 acres of pastures improved during the year 1947,
however the dry weather as well ag the shortage of competent labor at a reason-
able cost has been considered responsible. There was a total of 1700 acres in
pasture lands in the county at the close of 1947.

The period of July, August, and September is usually a dry seascn. This
makes 2 hardship on the livestock raisers wniess they have sone temporery pasture
such ag sweet sudan grass or lespedeza. &t mid-summer, they will usually find
their cattle occupying the pasturage simply as a corral because little grass
usually ig available at this season.

During the year 1947, over 4,000 acres of pastures were over-seeded with
rye grass at a time when it was badly needed. The rye grass wag planted largely
on hermide gragsland although some of it was sown between corn rows. Rye grass
is highly recormended to livestock raisers ¢f the area as o means of increasing
total nasture production.

Use of winter oats as a fall and earlj gpring grazing crop is beconming
nore widespread in this county. ILivestock raisers are now begloning to plan
their fall pasturage and grazing areas in order to insure an adequate supply of
cheap, matritious feed at a perlod when it is sorely needed. No other small
grain has offered the livestock ralser so much grazing with the prospect of a
gralin crop in the spring than has winter oats;

The farmers of this county planted approximately 1,200 acres in lespedeza
during the year 1947. Every livestock raiser looks to lespedeza &s an indis-
pensible part of his pasture progran and this legumélﬁés played an important

part in the fara progran of this area. Dairynsn over-seed thely bermuds grass

6
° Planning Comnititee, Op. Cit.
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pastures with lespedeza in the spring and in some cases 1t is planted for hay,
but regardless of the use, the legume still serves as one of the greatest con-
tributions mede to the upland farms in this county.

Horticulture

The average yield of the boysenberry, which is the dominant veriety in this
county, wag 51 crates per acre in 1547. This berry has excellent keeping quali-
tiesa and 1s the one demanded by most of the vrocessing plants in the comnty.
Boysenberries constitule one of the major cesh crops in the Lavaca area. This
is one of the largest areas in the state for the production of this type of
berry, locally known as the Lavacaberry. It was introduced by Mr. I. H. Flelder,
Vocational Agricuiture teacher, and now president of the lLavasa Berry Grovers
Agsociation.

The lLavaca Berry Growers Cooperative Association is a new cooperative
organized in 1947. It was orgenized to help market the berry crop for the men-
bers of the asgoclation so as to get a fair price for thelr preduct. There are
over 115 members 1n the association, all of which live within a 15 mile radius
of the Lavaca community, with 90 per cent living within seven mlles. They have
a total of more than three-hundred acres planted in bherries, with the average
farm being only two or three acres in size.

The Lavaca Berry Growers Assoclatlon that handles the marketing of the
boysenberry crop is also handling the strawberry harvest. Eighty-two farms re-
ported planting 1,065 acres in strawberries during 194h. The highest yield was
reported by a farmer from the Laveca commmity whoe harvested 100 crates per
acre.

Local freezing plants in Fort Smith and nearby Van Buren purchase most of
the berries that average eighteen cents per quart. They bought approximately

4,500 crates of them in 1947. The berries were picked and the crates capped
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by workera who recelved an average of eighteen cente per quart. Scme of the berries
are sold directly to the consumer at an averags of from twenty to thirty-five cents
T

per qguart.

There is 2 need for nore research work on this particular type of berry.
The trve wvoriety of the berry haoc not as yei been definitely determined. Sone
people call it a youngberry, and others the boysemberry, but more and mors of the
growsrs in this avea are calling it the Iaovaceberry. This will beve ils definite
advantages, conce the berry is estublished on the markes.

There is noct toe much kunown about the cultivation of the berry ln other

secticng. Mr. I. E. Fielder, who intreduced it in this section, is the best

authority and has pasged his informaticr and eyperience on to the cother growers
in the area. After the berries sre vervested azbout July first, the vines are cut
even with the ground. Tertilizer is applied at the rate of 45 to 6C pounds of
nitrogen per acre. These sLeps are necessary in order ito get as much growth asg
poseible before Ffrost.

Cover cropd, grown to protect the solil fron eresicn, are something new to
boysenberry growers. Most of the old plantings are in seven foot rows and the
plants s8ix feet apart in the row. This distence is narrow for tractor culbi-
vetion. It has beon felt for some vims that the middle portions should ’«2e kept

é]
free from any tyve of vegetation snd thils bhas been the generzl prachtics.

Tree Fruiis:

Sebastian Comty 1s not o large preducer of tres fruits but grows enough

T pateman, Op. Cit., p. 5-6.

2 1. H. Pielder, (Pemphlet), Boysenberries, p. 1-3.

Fo
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of some varieties for home consumption and for merket demand as well. In

Janusry, 1945, the Census of Agriculture of the Departnent of Commerce reported
262 farms in the county as growing apples with a total of 8,448 trees pro&uciﬁg a
total of 2,088 bushels in the year 1944. This is little nmore then enough for honme
consumption but supplements the farm income of spproximately 260 farmers in the
county. Cherries were listed on only 111 farms in»lQ&h with 497 trees producing
2,217 pounds. Peaches were reported on 336 farms with a total of 32,492 trees
with a harvest in 10kh of 10,423 bushels. Over twelve per cent of the farms in
the county produced peaches during 1944 supplementing the income of the farmers.
Pears-veie grown on 19k farms with 5,539 trees producing 7,341 bushels in 194k,
Plums and prunes were reported on 135 farms with 1,655 trees producing 842 bushels
in 19k,

Gropes and Nubs:

Grape production for the county is small. In 1944 only 104 farms reported
harvesting grapes from 5,630 vines producing 12, 258 pounds. The total acreage
in Sebastian Cowmty planted in fruit orchards, vineysrds, end nut trees, chiefly
pecans, in Januery, 1945, was 8,825 acres. These products are grown chiefly to
supplement the main farm income and for domestic use.9

Most of the farms in this county are diversified in nature, growing a
variety of crops rether than planting the entire farm in one erop. The Pfarmers
of the county have shifted from & cobtton economy to the livestock or intensified

type of farming or a combination of the two, in the last ten or more years. Its

nearnese to Fort Suith, where there is a large population and excellent marketing

9 Form A-45-Th, U. 8. Census of Agriculture, Department of Commerce, Bureau
of the Census, (1945), p. 1.
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facilities, has pronpted the change.

The counbty grows some corn, Irish potatoes, whoat, peanuts, oats, alfalfa,
lespedeza, spinach and several varieties of vegetables, and cotton., The three
Jeading crope are cotton, corn and Irish potatoes,

A large wercentage of the culiivable lend Is still planted in cotteon. During
the year 194k, cotton was produced on 259 farms in the county with a total acre-
age of 17,327 acres and a production of 8,528 running square bales.lo Sebastian
County, lo&ated a2t the northern fringe of the Cotton Belt, has been & cotton
growing ares, but it is growing less than in past years.

Corn in a very important crop growa In the couﬁty bacause it is Ped to the
livestock and alsc used for human consunption in many forme. The crop is vpro-
duced on over forty ver cent of the farms of the cownty. It was grown ecn 970
farnms in the county on 9,000 acres in 104k, Corn was grown on 932 farms on
8,739 acres, and with a production of 130,230 bushels of shelled comﬁll

Irish potatoes thrive on over fifty per cent of the farms of the county.
Production for 194k was high because of the exceptional demand end high price
paid for thenm under the farm support program of the Government. Grown on 1,183
farms with & total acreage of 8,909 acres planted; 65,hh3 bushels were produced
and harvesited for sale or home cénsmxption that year.lz The county is noted for
its potatoes which hawve besn planted for many years. The farumers conslder it
one of the mailn cash crops. INow, since the potato production has been cut be-

cause other areas nearby &re producing them, causing the price to ha lower,

many of the farmers have changed to more profitable crops. There was nob over

0
Forn A-45-7h, Ibid., p. 1.

* Form A-45-72, U. 8. Census of Agriculture, Department of Commerce, Dureau
of the Census, (1945) p. 1.

12

Form A-45-Th, Op. Cit., p. 1.



150 acres in potatoes in 1947 as compared with 8,909 acres in 19kk. These few
potatoes were s8cld largely to truckers and vegeteble dealers in Fort Smith and
i3

Van Buren. Most of the potatoes grown today are in the vicinity of Hackett.

Other Vegotablasg:

The farmers of the cownty have always grown vegetables for their own con-
sunption but in recent years scme of them ars producing them for the market.
Beans, cabbhage, tomatoes and spinach are the main vegetables being raised for the
markst by farners of the comty. The norket for these crops is alweys fair bub
beans are not considered as profitable as the other crops. Most of the tomatoes
are produced in the Mossard commmiliy nesy Fort Smith, 28 1a most of the cabhaze.
Spinach 1s grown in the hottom land near Fo:t Smlth. Reans 2re grown in all parts

of the county.

Marketing of Farn Products:

The marketing of frulits and vegstables, as well ag other agricwliiural nro-
ducts, is one of the nmost important tasks cf the County Agricultural Agent and
other farm lesaders of the county. For years the Tformers have been capable of
producing far more than they could possibly market. This has been one of the
mein problems in stabilizing agriculiure and prices.

The Extension Service of the Govermment hag been ingtrumental in assgisting
the farmers by aiding them with their marketing nroblems through cooperative en-
deavor. There were four cocperatives operating in the county by 1947. The
County Agent, in cocneration with the Extensicn Service, and local fezrm leadars
have given a cooperstive study to the different groups in order to coordinate

the thinking of all the grouwps and tle the cooperative program together.

13 poteman, Loc. Cit., p. 5-T.
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The Parm Bureau Mill and Supply Cooperative is flexible enocugh to permit
the vegetable growers to use its facilities for marketing. During the marketing
season for cabbage the Cooperative sold over sixty tons of cabbage after grading
and sacking. This Cooperative was started in 1942 and is affiliated with the
Arkensas Farm Bureauw. It now has over 300 nembers and new ones are being added.
Having bullt ite vwolume of business through quality feeds and sceds, 1iv now
handles other farm supplies. Anmong these are refrigeraiors, lawn nmowers, neails,
fencing, woofing, ant many cther supplies thet go into the cost of production om
the Tarm. The group has a capitol stock of $35,970 and wdistributed savings of
more than $16,000,

The previcusly dilscussed Lavaca Berry Growers Association, with over 118
merivers, ig ancther farm cooperative thet is doling a good service fof the berry
growers oi the couuty. it grades and markets the berries for the growers, help-
ing to gev a fair'grice for thelr products.

The farmers of the county have nade efforts to improve the Farn land by con-
gservaetion net uods.;,ﬁhey are becoming more comscious of the need for land usa
ad justments and through farm visits by the County Agent, newspapers, and radio,
the ferners are being i?couragea to ask for assistance in making long rangs

I

plans for their farus.

The farm lehor probleuw has been handled through the United States Bmploy-

b5

ment Office in Fort Smith. Up to Hovember 1, 1947, one hundred forty-ome farmers

had placed orders for over 25,000 workers for the year. Most of the smployees
15
only kelp outb in the harvest for a2 very short time. There is always a ready

supply of short time workers, many of whonm sre women and children who only work

1k Bateman, Loc. Cit., p. 9.

15
2 U. 8. Employment Office figires, Fort Omith, Arkansas, (1948).




during harvest time.
Location of Sebastian County as to types of Farming

The northern fringe of the county bordering on the Arkansas River is in an
aras known zs the Arkapacs River hottom land that oxtends along the Arkansas River
the entire width of the county. The aoils of this region are highly productive
where drainage is adoguate and where there has not been sxcessive flocd dangge.
Most of the land in the a2rea 18 protectzd by leovees. Corn, cotton and Hay sre
the princlp2l crops. There are alse congidersoble acresges of bervies, potatoes
and oreen beans.,

The rest of the coucty 18 located in part of the area comprising the vwoper
Arkensas River Valley. The upland soils found on the rolling hills and the patean~
like, higher lying elevations, are for the most part sandloams and sre not very
productive. The soilsg in the wvalleys, if well drained, heve s mederate degree of
productivity.

The =gricnlture of thisg ares lg characterized by o wlde variety of local

specialization on the bettexr land types. This includes cotton in the river and
creel bottorns, dairying Iin the vicinity of the cities, and peaches, gtrawberries,

and other snall fruits ond melons In several localities. The intervening, less

fertile lzrds used ere in genersal self-sufficing farms. Much of the land in the
16

nountain area is left in woodland.

TABLE VI
17
SHOWING VALUE OF FARM PROFPERIY, NUMBER OF FARM DWELLINGS AND 'THE
FARY POPUTATION OF CEBASTIAN COUNTY, ARKANSAS

Coneus oF 1045 Census of
Value of Farm Property 1940
1  Value of farms {land and buildings) -- dollars $5,955 315 S0 301,612

o~
18 Ress Mauney, Miscellaneous Publication No. 10, Extension Service, University
of Arkansas College of Agriculture, U.S. Deportment o of Commerce Cooperating, p. 2.

17 y. 8. census of Agriculture for 1945, Op. Cit., p. k2.
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TABLE VI (Continued)

Value of Farm Proverty Census of Census of
2945 1940
2 Average per Tara (2ll farms) - - - -~ dollars & 2,635 $ 1,820
2 TFarms of 30 acres and over - - - - - dollars 3,028 1,920
4 Average per scre (all farms) - - - - dollurs 33.16 20.47
5 Value of implements and machinery- - farm reporting 1,874 2,848
dollars 555, 1he 343,137
Faras reporting by value of Implemente and Machinery
1L $1 %0 $59 = = = = = = = = « » = Ho, of foras 1,139 HOt given
2 $100 to $249- « =« = = =« o = - « Wo. of farme 276 "
38250 to $49Y~ = » = » = = = - - Ho.of farus il1 oo
L $500 to $TH9- =~ =~ = = = = -« « - No. of farms 129 v
5 $T50 60 909 = = = « = - w -~ ~ Ko. of farns 50 veoon
6 $1.000 to $2,400- - w = = = - - No. of farms 13k v
7 $2,500 and over - - = = - -~ - = Fo. of farus 33 een
8 Value of livestock on farms - - = - = dollars $1.,301,046 ¢ 896,915
Farn Dwellings and popuwlations
1 Dwellinge on farms - - ~ -~ - - Farmz reporting 2,248 Mot given
Kaber of dwellings 2,877 weoow
2 Qceupied- = = « = e om = « - - TFarme reporting 2,229 rooom
Kumbesr occupied 2,43% oo
3 Unoccupied- ~ « = - « - - - = Farms reporting 216 oo
Nurber uncceupied 2563 Fooon
4  Form povulation (mersons living in occupied dwellings)
on Farms- - - Persoas 8,673 Beoow
5 Average per occupied dwelling -~ - - -~ - Persong 2.58 B
€ Under 14 years old - =~ = ~ = - = - = = Perscons 2,901 oo
Boys 1,506 oo
Girls 1,395 " Y
7 Men and hoys on farmg ~ -~ - - « - - - ~ Persons 2,747 vooon
& Vomen and girls on {arus- - - - - - = - Persons 3,025 oo

't can be noted that there wae an incresse in the value of farm pronerty during
the five-vear veriod between 12k0 and 19E5. This can be accounted for dus to the
rise in property velues and also to the increased prosperity of the famers during

the war years when thelr produce demsnded @ high price.



BOYSENBERRIES GROWING ON
A FARM IN THE LAVACA COMMUNITY

Figure V a

BOYSENBERRY VINES AFTER THEY WERE CUT.
NOTICE HOW NEAR THE HOUSE THE BERRIES ARE GROWN

Figure V b
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Livestock

Dairying is a very lmportant enterprise in this county since there is a
great demand for such products dus to the fact that well over one half of the people
live by other means than farming. The dairymen have three chief outlets for milk
and milk products: (1) Three milk plaents in Port Smith, (2) one cheese plant at
Greemwood, and {3) Five creameries. Then, too, the Avoset plant at nearby Paris
in Logan County has routes which extend throughout the county and are helping to
naintain prices through competition.

Most of the dairy herds are e mixture of Jersey and Guernsey breeds. There
are several breeders in pure bred cattle in the county, among them are 0. K. Mills
Farn with a herd of 37 registered Guernsey cattle; Kilerest Guernsey Farm with 55
rogistered catile; I. C. Robison with 23 registered Guernseys; Diamond Grove Farn
with 30 head of registered Jei‘seys ; and Z. D. Richison Farm with 20 head of regis-
tered Brown Swiss cattle. All of thess men have good herd sires and are following
definite breeding programs. Some of the best sires in the nation are in this
county, and as more and more livestock railsers become interested in the pure-bred
livestock program, it is belleved that the program will enlarg_e‘.la

The Farm Bureau Milk Producers are now tegting all of the milk for the men-
bers of the cooperative. A4 record 1s malled to the members after each testing.
Milk quality 1s getting better but there is still need for mere educational work
in this field. Dairymen are trying to get their harns and nmilk rooms in better
condition to meet inspections. The 4-H Club quality team is helping assist

19

dajrymen in this conneetion.

18 Bateman, Loc. Cit., p. 11-12.

19 Farnm Bureau Milk Producers Cooperstive Association Data.
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More than sixty fearmers were assisted during 1947 in getiing plans for the
construction of farm buildings, including deiry barns and milk houses. The dairy-
men realige that they will need to have better bullding equipment if they are to
meet the sanitary requirements for selling milk and mllk products on the market.
Then too, they are asking and learning more about how to jJudge dairy cattle. Many
farmers in the Hackett area are getiing interested in the dairy business.g{)

The counby has an average of ten head of cattle per farm. In Janusry, 1945,
over 2,000 farms reported 22,389 cattle and calves. Cows and haif?;rs ; two years
and over, numbered 12,891 and the number milked in 1944 wae 8 ,697’.'5;1 Nearly all
the farmers have their own nilk cow or cows to supply their family needs. Most of
the large dairies are in the area near Fort Smith where over half of the population
of the wzmtj resides.

The farmers of the county are becoming enthusiastic asbout raising purcbred
swine. A great deal of interest has been stimulated by the 0. I. C registered herd
on the 0. . Mills Farm near Fort Smith on Highway 22 east of the c¢ity. The swins
progran appesrs toc he gaining in receni years. Most all the farmers in the coumty
raise a few pigs for home consumption. In 1945, 978 farms reported having 4,797
hogs and pigs.

Nearly all of ;bhe, farmers of the county own a nule or & horse, and many of
them have several of them, On January, 1945, 759 farms reported having 1,543
nules and mule colts, and 1,183 farms reported having 2,479 horses and colts, in-

cluding ponies. It is obviocus from the sbove figures that there is an average of

one horse con each farm and a mule on an average of over one-helf of the farms.

20 1hi4,

21 ) )
Forn A-45-54 "Livestock and Livestock Products.” U. 8. Consus of Agri-

culture, (1943), p. 1.
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Chickens are raised on practically all the farms in the county and many other
people living in small towns have n [lock of chickens. Fort Smith {furnishes a
ready market for frvers, hens and egge. Poullry producticn furnisheés many of the
farners of the county a cash income during a greater pert of the year. In Juauary,
1ghs, 2,018 farms reported having 101,404 chickens on hand over four ucnths old.
Thie dces not zceount for the meny thousands of chickens raised in anall aress by
people who do mot ferm for a livelihood.

There are very few turkeys raised in this county. In 194k turkeys were
raised on 20 farme ocut cfﬁa total of 2,257 farms. These farms raised only %12

22
turkeys during that year, Many of the farmers raise ducks, guinea hens and
geese but very iitula of it Ig done on 2 commercial basis.

Agrisultural productlion ie the basis of any society snd Sebastian County
oroduczes 1ts share of agriculturzl and livestock products. The farm operators
are ralsing more livestock and less cobton. Deirying is becoming aa important in-
dustry i “he area as is livestock raising, Chief agricultural crops are corm,

cotton, notetoes, hay, berries, aud vegetables. The production of crops and

livesteck will remain imporkant in the econony of the county.




A TYPICAL SEBASTIAN COUNTY FARM HOME

Figure VI a

A DAIRY HERD NEAR FORT SMITH
IN SEBASTIAN COUNTY

Figure VI b



61

CHAPTER VII
SUMMARY

Sebastlian County, Arkansas, which is situated in the western part of Arkansas,
lies within the Arksngas Valley of the Ozerk Mountain region. It was esiablished
by an sct of the state legislature om Januery 6, 1851, and comprises a total ares
of 529 sqguare miles. The county was formed from Scoti, Polk and Crawlord Counties,
with two county eeats, one at Fort Smith for the northern pert and one at Green-
wood for the soubthern part. Court houses are meintained at both places. It is
the only county in Arkansas which is divided into two separate judlcial districts.

The sconomy of the county is baged primerily upon manmufecturing, mining, and
agriculture - a triple source of wealth which has provided steady growth with
little in the way of booms and depressions. The county has grown from & popula-
tion of a few thousand in 1851 to more than 65,000 people today.

Thers are more than 100 menufacturers in the City of Fort Smith employing
gbout 6,000 persons. Principal manufactured products include: furniturs,
furniture accessories, glass, spelter, brick, seclssors, automobile bodles,
trailers, canned vegetables, poultry and meat producte, frozen foods, paper pro-
ducts,; wood-working products, stoves, nining machinery and bottled drinks.

This cownty 1is located in the center of the Arkansas-Oklahoma coal fields,
which produces some of the best coal in the country. Sebastlan County ranks
first in coal production in Arkansss with an annual production of about three-
fourths million tons. The coal produced in the area is a smokeless domestic
fuel without egqual closer than the cozl fields of West Virginia. Sebastian
County ig also a producer 6f natural gas. Coss wells are found in two principal
aress, ons in the Massard prairie five miles southeast of Fort Smith and in the

Mansfield district in the southeasternm part of the county. The yearly production
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for 194k was over 325 million cubic feet coming from fifty-six producing wells.

The agricultural lend of the county varies in type from the rich Arkansas
River bottom land to the timbered mowmbtains to the south. Elevation ranges fron
somevhat over four hundred feet in the river botitoms to 2,200 feet on Sugarloaf
Mountain. The average for the counby is five hundred feet above sea level. ‘These
goils preduce a variety of crops ineluding: corn, cotton, potatoes, berries, hay,
and truck creps. ILivegtock are ralsed on the graselands and planted pastures of
the aren,

The clinate is favorzble for man and for the production of a variety of
products. The average growing season for the past twelve yeura was 23T davys fron
April 12 to Noverbor 1h., The amnusl rainfall 1s normelly thirty-nine inches and
the aversgs snowfall aboub four Inches. The iwelve year nean temperature for the
county was 62.7 degress F., with o high of 10h and 2 low of aine degrees F.

The chisf ciby of Sebastian County iz Fort Snith, a thriving commercial and
industriszl center located in the northwestern corner of the county. It is the
second largest community in Arkanssas, having an estimated populetion of 47,300
in 1947. The eity has over 108 menufacturers and more than 100 wholesalers,
supplying 67 counties in Arkansag and Oklshoma with the merchendise they want.
This wholesale trade territory, with over 2,000,000 people, has an effective
buying power in excess of $625,000,000. The city appears destined to & con~
tinued growth for nany years t

The future of the county looks bright eince it is well esteblished as an
infugbrial ares, wholesale center, good agricultural and livestock production,
and produces ite own cool and natural gas for domesitic consumption as well as

for other markets. It is well served by raillroads, highways; and air service.
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The largest Army establishment in the state is located in the county. The
climete is favorable as a hebitat for man and for good agricultural production.
The gradual increase in population is an indication that the county is progressing
and it is the opinion of the writer that it will incresse to a greater population

in the future.



BIBLIOGRAPHY
GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS

United States Department of Agriculture, Atlas of American Agriculture, Wash-
ington, D. C., 1928,

United States Department of Agriculture, Weather Bureau Station Data, Fort
Smith, Arkansas, 1947, 1948,

United States Department of Commerce, Census of Agriculture, (Arkansas) Vol-
ume I, Part 23, Washington, D. C., Bureau of the Census, 1945.

United States Department of Commerce, Census of culture, Form A-45-54,
Form A-45-T2, Form A-45-Th, and ﬁms-lmn, n'.‘E%&
1955.

United States Department of Commerce, Climatic Summary of the United States,
Section 43, Climatic Characteristics, Washington, D. C., Bureau of the
Census, .

United States Department of Commerce, County Data Book, Washington, D. C.,
Bureau of the Census, 1947.

United States Department of Commerce, Monthly Weather Review, Volume 75,
Washington, D. C., 1947,

United States Department of Commerce, United States Census Reports, Washington,
D. C., Buresu of the Cemsus, 1930, 1940.

United Btates Department of Commerce, United States Summary of Population, Vol-
ume II, Characteristics of the Population, Part I, Washingtom, D. C.,
Bureau of the Census, 1940.

United States Department of the Interior, Contributions to Economic Geology,
Part II, United States Geological Survey Bulletin 541, Washingtonm, D. C.,
1912.

Arkansas Resources and Development Commission, Amnual Report, Arkansas on the
March, Little Rock, 1949,

Chember of Commerce, Post-War Planning Committee, Facts and Figures About Fort
Smith, Arkansas, 1948.

Fielder, I. H., (Pamphlet), Boysenberries, Lavaca, Arkansas, 1947.




65

Lobeck, A. K., Fhysiographic Diagranm of the United States, New York: The
Geographical Press, Columbie Univermty, 1922,

Post-War Planning Survey, of Fort Smith end Sebastian County, Sponsored by the
Fort Smith Chamber of Commerce, in cooperation with the Committee for
Econonic Development, Bureau of Research, Unlversity of Arkansas, United
States Department of Agriculture, Arkansas Economic Council, Arkeanszs State
Planning Board, Fort Smith, Fayetteville, and Little Rock, Arkansas, 1948,

Sebasgtion Comnbty Agricultural Agent's Annual Renort,; Fort Smith, Arkanses,
1947,

State Highway Department, Official Highway Map of Arkenses, Little Rock, Arkensas,
1947,

University of Arkenses, Agricultural Extension Service, Extension Circular 180,
Common Forest snd Tress of Arkansas, Fayetteville, Arkensas, 1929.

University of Arkamnsas College of Agriculture, United States Department of
Agriculture Cooperating, Extension Service, Miscellaneous Publication Number 10.,
Payetteville, Arkansas.

University of Arkansas, Experiment Station Bulletin 258, Birds of Arkansas,
TFayetteville, Arksnsas, 1931,

BOOKS

Arkansag Guide Series, Arkensas, Rew York: Hastings Houase, 1941

Atwood, Waellace W., Physiographic Provinces of North America, New York: Gimm
'-rnd Sons, l%ﬂ

Beard, Charles A. and Beard, Mary R., History of the United States, New York:
The MacMillen Corpany, 191;6

Blair, Thomas A., Climatology, New York: Prentice-Hall, Inz., 1942,

Comnercial Atlas and Marketing Quide, Seventy-Ninth Fdition, Chilcsgo: Rand-
MeNally Company, 1942,

Hammond Standard World Atlas, New York: . 5. Hexmond and Compeny, Inc.,
wehs,

Herndon, Dallas T., Ammals of Arkansas, Volume II, Hopkineville, Xentucky:
Higtorical ‘-?:ecer:i Asgociation, 1GL7.




66

Hulbert, Archer B., United States History, New York: Doubleday, Doran and Conm-
pany, Inec., 1929.

Hiller, George and Parkins, Almon E.; Geography of North Anmerica, Second Ddlf
Wew York: John ¢1ley and Sons, 19313,

Patton, Fred, The History of Fort Smith, Arkansas, Fayetteville, Arkansas:
University Pross, 1oMB.

Shinn, Joseph H., School History of Arkansas, Richwmond, Virginia: B. F.
Johngcn 2w m*slnng Conpany, 1900. :

Hhite, €. Lendon snd Foscue, Edwln J., Reglonal Ceogrephy of Anglo-Auerica,
New York: Preatiss-Hall, Inc., 19%3.

s

PERSONAL TNITRVIEWS AND CORARESPONDENCE

Agricuiture Plaxming Commitiee Parsonnel, Sebastian County, Fort Smith
Fhansas.

A‘

Batenan, £. D,, County Agricultural Agent, Sebastien County, Fort Smith,
Arkensed,

Brern, W. Paul, Institute of Ssience and Technology, University of Arvkausss,
Fayettevil 193 Arkangas.

Cherber of Comaerce Persormel, TFort Snith, Arkansas.

Ellis, Lippert 5., Director, Agricultural Experiment Stetlon of the University
of Arkensag, Fayetteville, Arksnsas.

Farm Bureau Milk Producers Assccistion Persomnel, Fort Snmith, Arkensas.
Farm Bureau, Sebastian County, Fort Smith, Arkansas.
Moore, Dowid, Busginess man, Hortford, Arkansas,
Snow, Claude E., Superintendent of Schools, Lavaca, Arkansss.
Strang, B. B., Merchant and Berry Farmer, Lavaca, Arkensas,
United States Bmployment 0ffice Personnel, Fort Smith, Arkansas.
White, John W., University of Arkansas Bureau of Research, Fayetteville,
Arkensss
NEWSPAPER

Bouthwest American, Daily Newspaper, Fort Smith, Arkemsas, June 5, 1949,

on,






