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I. DUCTIO _ 

In compa.rativ~ recent ye 

to the toro in tho th.inkint1 ot edu tor a.. We ha; 

d speei.fic training ror other vocatio , bu.t it is oru.y 0£ late 

t ~io:us- a t'tle!nP'C.S have been 

gui-d "' the , owth 

and ~ 1o 

e to educate }ll,rents for the role of 

are :thood is a last s.ta.nd of a.mteur. Those o direct 
children chlring their . st fo ti o years, still allowed to 
en r upon t eir all.- t untrained---but this attitud 
is beginning to change_. Sound child gu~e clearly ealls for 
far more than good intentions. and re we have come to 
sec tha' pa.rout -all parents-need apoeial training. Our 
ef'f'orts in this mtter a.re still pitiably ger.. o would 
expect to turn out qualified chomi.sts or ongineers in a oourae 
of si.."'t or eight sessions? But we are 1ng a beginning, a. 
vitally important beginning. Those 'Who participate in parent 
education now are pioneers in one of · be most vital and siBnifi-
cant dovolopmonts o.f our • 

B.adko2 'Who ma.de a st.udy o£ the relation of parental authority to 

ehildrents behavior and att.itudes makes tho following observation: 

ith an understanding of the dynamics involved in intrafamily 
relations,. a sound program of tl"O.ining adults to assume effective 
parental roles se - not so ina.eee s:1ble. Though ma.n;r factors 
1ni'luencing famil.y conduct are still obscure, research indioo.tes 
that tro.1.ni.1>8 in effective parental style, r tbcr than 'training 
in proeodures per se, muat tho goal of i:;e.rent educators. 

We nave evidence that parents do learn when they participate in 

study programs. One oxample is tho Study or ~"J !n which sho tested 

the ~ants before and after a lea.ming program. In this study :ws makes 

1 Evelyn Duvall and Syl vanus Duvall, 1946, Leadipg Faroqt 9.rnBps, 
PP• 9-J.0.-

2 ,.farian J. e, 1946, The \&9:tio st p~ qt.hori.1fz l2, 
ChiJ..gnm's Behavior~ ttitudes. University o.iihmesota, the Inatitute 
of Child ielfare, Monograph No. 22, pp. 101-108 .. 

3 Gertrude Y , Pa.ren~ J.gt!oWfM.pp, Teachers College, 
Columbia University, Contributions to F.d.uao.t1on No. 283, pp. l-.'36, 1927. 
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the tollwitlg eontT\Gtlt, 

The study of pa.renkbild rolatio:oships is l:'S.pidly taking a 
position ot mporta.nce, not only 1n s ls and colleges, but 
lso ass. part of the educational e-tiVitiee of the press, ot 

ps.rei:rt;...teacher associations, ~ 'WOmen•s clubs, and of groupo 
o~am.zed for the particular purpose ot such study. Rocozds 

child guidance ellnios and juvenile courts, and reports o 
juvenilo suicides and o£ cases brought to psychiatria-ts and 
peycholog.tsts f'or treatment continue to emphasize the importance 
of the experiences <>£ ea.rq- childhood. The :recognition that the 
attitudes and practices of parents a.re proba.bl.y moot 1..~ 
factors in the experience of the early period or e3ch indivi-· 
dtml • s life bas led to the study here reported .. 

In the ta;~i Gtudy twlve g;'OUJ)s vere organized. Ear.ili group et 

tnlle ea.eh month tor one hour.. Tho enroll.l::tent 1n ea.oh group ranged from 

ten to thirty 'With an verago a.ttenda.nce ot seventy per cent during the 

year. t their first mootl.ng a mul~iple hoice statement test uas given 

to es.eh mber 1n order to obtain description or their pra.etice or 

point of viev.. t the la.st mee.ting of the year four taste vere given .. 

Concerning the resulta of these tests she sta:tea a 

Tho parents who cooperated in this 0-tudy all a.greed that. the tests 
he.d helped th to think in a mare organized and impersonal wy 
a.bout problems 0£ the sooial adjustment 0£ their children e.nd 

de them conscious 0£ the s1gnificance of practice on tb.eir 
par-t aud of re ponsea on h part of' o children. 1oy rocog-
niz cortain. Yeakn~sneo 1n th.oil" ow procodure vbich had become 
so habit t t th iy w re n-o-t. ful.11 eonsc1ous of them. ey 
a.gre also that checking the listo stimula a de 4'-e to 
diagnose their nctic !"ul1y t · e sts bad required 
them to do.. They recog:ni a nece sity for recording eir 
est tos of specific pro.atioes, rosponsea in a way that 'Will 

e thetl able to trace rola l.onship · be n wba.t they do and 
think and vhat. · ir children do d 

And while ttaetion lag far behind knowlodgert ao is po ted out 

in the » w.tY" b,r lhvi...s 

pra.ct.1.ce a.11 , nor carl:,y al 

t put into 

uirc in child study 
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elassesJ yet it .ts useM to kr.w\1 what they learn, under W'hat circ 

stances they learn best, and bov such learning ~ measured." 

I would also seem to be important to know \lba.t they a.re interested 

in lc:'U"tllng. When t o or mar parents aro engaged in conversation it baa 

boon observed that this conversation trequentl1' centers a.bout: 

l. Problems pertaining to their childre a.bout which they are 
co110e • 

nfo · io t w .J1" them u.ido 
dovalopment of their children. 

It is like.ly than that parents need help in under~ta.nding behavior, 

physieal devclo t of' t ... oir c..i.Udrcn. 

Be use it oee likely t po.ran learn best a.bout e things in 

vhieh t oy are intaro3ted, it boco.mes port:.a.nt to ind u~ what problems 

to child behavior of int est to 

e tera ure on nt-child relationships offers several studies 

dealing with such probl.e.ms. of he literature foun, is bo.oed on 

per"'~ exper enoo a.nd opinion. However in a. f ow studies a serious 

attempt bas boen de to find out f'rom the p:i.rents themselves i,rhat child 

havior ca.us th . · mo t eonoern. Both intorview o.nd questionnaire 

thods have beon used. 

Tilson5 used the records from seven ha.bit cl1n1es as the lnsis for 

her study. She studio the problemQ of 225 children bet.ween one ®d five 

yenrs or age. Her study r-evealed a :need o£ pJ.renta £or inforwl.tion con

oerning child development., cbild training in behavior common to all 

5 Mario Agnes 1ilson. 1929. bl gt eeohool qhUdron, _ Hg.pis 
~ Parental Edµat1o:g, Tea.chat's College, Columbia University, Con
tributions to Ecil¥:atio:n io. 356, pp. 1-'iYT. 
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children, and ethods or dea.ling with problems. She ... ..._ •. , ... =.osea the lie£ 

that: 

A co!:lplmc of oauseo ban given ri to an incroo.sod interest in 
child C8.l'O and training in e past rev s an ith i has 
eo a dem:m for rental e oo.tion. Educators have a.ceordingly 

n eontrontod with the pro tlem of detem.Lnin<;; what the courses 
in child ca.re and training, ospeeially thoae relating to th 
pr school ,eo.r ., should include. be ton.:uil.ation of sueh courses 
r.equirest of neeessit:y, a wledge of' thfl probl that arise 
in roar· presc ool children and a.n understanding of" the 
~oe of tbe pa.rents' attitude to ard, and motho of d 
1ng wi h, s pi'"Obl ' • 

e found that 53 difi'$re,ut typo.s of problems occurred among the 

225 children. Of tboa FO lems, ne:~tivi ranked first with girls, 

and enuresis rank first. vi boys. b o tmger sueki.ng had th 

lowest mean age £or he problems treated while stur'bation had the 

bigheat · age. The most co n problems found 1n Tilson1s study and 

th oa.n ge& of children in which uq oceur wer as follows: 

l. is-• .............................. ,... ....... - - _, ............ 3 .. 16 ,-~ 
2. eed or sur iaal or ·aa.1 ea.re- - .... - ... - - - J .. 32 yea.rs 
3. NegatiVism- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 3 .. 4].. yoo.rs 
4. Temper tantr --- - - - - - - - - ... - -· - 3.50 years 
5 • F-001'-- ... ... .-, .. .. .. ... ... ""' - .. • ... .. ... .. ..... ..... .- .. ... :3 •l+I+ 7EEtra. 
6. Emotioml depondenee adults- - - ,_ - - - - - 3 .47 yea.ra 
7. Poor nutrition- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 3.33 years 
8. Spe:acll-t ....... - • .- ........................... - • • .. _ .. .3 .1) .~ 
9. Restlessness-· - - - - - - - - - .. - - - - - - 3 .. 45. yea.rs 

10. Too atten ion and interferenee from 
ad.tll.t .... .. • ..... - .. - .......... --- .. -- ...... ....- 3 .18 s 

ll. Too little opportunity plq with children 
of the same a.ge - - - - - - - - - ... - - - - 3.41 years 

12. T'numb or finger sucking - - - - - - - - - - - - 3 .U yoara 
13. Masturbation- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 3.(:J) years 
1.4,. F~ - • .............. , ... .... -- ............ .., - ........ - -- J.12 yee::z;-s 

She suggests that: 

eourca» in parental education for which the teria.l of' the 
present studlr has been ~"led to se.rve a.a a partial basis, shoUld~ 
it is ought, consider not on:cy tho con?nOn problems of ehildhood 
but nlso the ffeot o£ the <ants• behavior and at't;itude to 
tho child his proble111:3. 
A course based upon a study of such data. may help parents to 
recognize not only the problems wich usually cause mot annoy
ance, such a.s feeding probl te r tantrums, but al.so 
those wbieb equa.Uy importan-t, if less tangible, such a"' 
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jea.l.Oil...V and sell'-eonsciolltl ass. It will also, it is believed, 
help ~ent-a to realize that these probl.ems are co n to ohlld

ood, and not peculiar to their own children, d will accord-
ingly prepare tham to face the probl without feeling shocked, 
injurod, or ash.a.med if they need help in solving th 

In Barueh•o6 study, ma.de by personal interviev, observations, and 

rating,, it was revealed th t the types of" problem behavior oecurring in 

15 of tlle 3:3 ehildron studied were., negativism, over depende oe 0-21 adults,. 

instability, ant..:lgonis , cruelty toot er children, slee difficulties 

and temper. 

In the study by Long7, the purpose ~ s to gather information about 

ehildr.en•s behavior which concern parents . She found that: 

Behavior tendencies lnOst frequently- recorded of the children in 
the youngest group ware those ordiruJ.rily ssochte nth early 
childhood, such as temper ts.ntruin:,, seeking uch tt ntion,. bed• 
wetting, thumb-sucking and dawdling. 
Disobodience, whining and a o.ont.inuation of da.vdling char cteriz
ed the group fi-r1e to ..,C"1.en yeara old. 
?bny positive correlations and some negative .correlations between 
frequ.e:neies of the beho.vior rai s described suggest he feasi
bility of further investigating behavior or ehildren for the 
·elarlfication ot behavior pa.tter.ns. h re is marked evid e 
that behavior tendenci do not shov high ~lationships with one 
another in regard to presonc or abs ca.. ho.t , a ehild who 
displays an undesirable trait or not display other:,. 
This seems to indicate t t • 6 ood or · d be vior • is not a 
gene.ral charac~eristie. 
Since child trainiug is pr Uy a ti of ho d n·t
hood, .;olutio of the many probl mus-too through enligbte.n-

ent of: those most d1r ctly cone ed Yi its respo bil iea. 

6 Dorothy W. Ba.ruch, 1937, " Study or ported Te ion in Inter
parental Relationships as Coexistent with Behavior Adjustment 1n Young 
Children", Jot.g;pgJ, 21, m,m:1m.entg.1 Edqcation, Vol.. 6, pp. 187 ... 204. 

7 Long,. 1941, "Parents t ports of U es bl. Behavior in 
Children"" Child Dev. , Vol.. 12, pp. 60-61. 

8 f1eiinnon, Katherin b , 1942. Consistency and Change in Behavior 
Ma.nitestations,. Cb.Ad ~., Aonogra.ph 1.0 • .30, Teachers College, Columbia 
University, pp. 136-137. 



manitestations stated that one of tho most significant findings from the 

present data is that modification in behavior is a gradual proe&sa or 
development. In nney cases changes in behavior occurred saver 1 years 

after a planned guidance program had boen initiated. 

Persist.once or eba.nge 1n behavior seems to be largely a mttor 
o.t degroe.. No e.'J.ild a-tudiod rema.ined absolutely constant 'With 
respect to predominant torm.s o.f behavior. Similarly, in no 
ea.so s there a revolutionary aha.nge, but the shift in om.i.
t1a.nt behavior trends was al:waya in the direction of a form of 
behavior that had been evident but less pronounced o.t an 
earl.ier a.ge. Furthorroo~e, in the ease ot the majority .of 
children in the group 'Whose dominant .forms or behavior cha.nged, 
either lQ-Jerately or oo picuously, the trend w.s 1n tho direc
tion of conformity. 

In a. stu or child. st.uey- groups made by Sh1rley9 • an at't;empt was 

de to £ind out what type o.f courses ere stu ed .at gr up meetings and 

what topic had beon discus"'ed in the ~tu.dy CO-~C!h st of' the 125 

members .interviewed wore rather vague as to the topic of the _ogre.ms 

o.t£ered. They vere also altnos·I. as vague in a.D$wer to the ue tion., 

"What topie did you find most interesting?" Of the balt or more who gave 

definite answers., o singl topic waa named as a favorite. by lDOl'e than 

six persons.. Dia~ipline and s education re ea.eh mentioned by six 

and habit breaking by five members. These study group bers \lere even 

less interested in choosing topics for .f'tll"ther study. Anm.mrs from a. 

number of parents indicated a shift 1n empba.ais away from problems of the 

children toward p.roble of the parent's own responsibility. That group 

members do oe se ·their awn responsibility is indicated by their feeling 

that the ompha.ais in cus ion should be placed upon the parent and their 

method of dealing with their children," is pointed out oy Shirley. 

9 Shirley, 'lS.'f'Y, 19JS, ~ Parents Educate Ono Anot .. er? Par.ant Ed. , 
Monograph III, National Council o.r Pa.:ront Education, pp. 92-9.3~ 
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In rev-l · 

hi tor.v or pa.rent educatio , probl inly t se or 
and rovement 0£ pbyaical c-0 ·· tiona or .family m:embcrn ,- e oxt center 

of interest. w. the "'gement of problems of tho rrun11y. She found bat 

th la est development hes boen a. tren touard tiono.l probl ~ of the 

tamUy--the probl of relationships .. 

In tho onde"'l.vors to understand and ~e the child's behavior, 
the ohild himacl.f bas o.ften been the starting point.. From an 
objoctive point of view, this approach shows a la.ck of insight 
into the real probl • If tho problom is approached objectively 
the first ques'tion shou1d be, what is th-o lnsis for calling th 
child's behavior a problem? Second, Yby" is the child's be V'ior 
unsatiafaetory 1n the relationnhip vh1eh he is attempting to 
establ.ish? The aJ181,ter to the .tirst. question fPC:3 be found in the 
personal and social attitudes of the individual-the adult-Yho 
ha.~ pointed out that the ehlld 's ba vior is a. probl • Tl e 
oecond question also concerns ttitudes. Tha answer is deter
mined by the social org.er. In other wrds, it is possible to 
separate the eonside tion ot a child's behavior from tho 
e s of those who j · i., for those sta.rl&r are 
basia of' adult attitudes totm"d ,. 

In Anderson•s11, stU£tr ot p'.;1.l"onta • attitudes on child behavior, he 

Sta.test 

·itb the improve nt of research techniques, cl.earer ight 
into the .faeto'1"3 in t e nirJ.rO .. · nt whi dotcrmine th child rs 
bo-hlvior is boing gained. l\ shift in the approach to the problem 
of' poraoooJ.1 ty has brought new und s ding. A ono t · e the 
be.bavio of the in :vi.dual s vievted s po es 1ng in, and 0£ 
its lf, the characteristic of tru and w.w j ed. ,.........~ 
terms of its logioality. Hot, only ,-1as the.re right and wrong 
behavior tor a. icular situation bu the behavior itself was 
felt to inhere directly 1n the situation or be a db'eot pro :u.et 
of it.. ituation is horo us - 1n the restricted sen .. e to refer 
to st ula.tion i.mmediatoly prosent a.t the ti.De or just prior to 
the ooeurrance o£ the behavior. 
We now have also moved from the study or the 11.mited and specific 

lO Clara Tucker, 1940, _ stw: gt !:f2th!r§ • P:r;:agtices aus. Ch!J.drop 's 
ctiv!ties !a I 9,o-c>J?FO.tive %a£sm School, 'l'ea.ohers College,. Columbia 

University, Contributions to Education o SJ.O, pp. l-2. 
ll arson, Joh."l E., 1946, Parents• Attitudes on Ohild Behavior, 

Child l!s:!•, Vol. 17 J; p. 91. 
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situation to the stu of eontext"'; bo thos-e ich operate 
over a long period oft and those 'Which operate f'or a short 
period oft • If in some ma.nner, the diate itua.tio 
ean be treed of its eonstra . ts or limitations, those underlying 
tre s boco ma.nife .... ted. 

In the atudy ~e by Dav· 1cGinnis12 of the pu"ent education 

progr.un 111 Minnesota they had five sehedules filled out by five fathera . 

This was such a oma.11 sa.nple, 

rs enrolled in 1,210 st 

n compar d vith the data fro the 23, 931 

groups, t t too da wre unuaad. 

laouever the investig:itor.s suggoat that from e 

records there is an indica ti.on or replies sufficiently different fro the 

J:¥>ther to ind!< he desir bility of oo· ., ini a;l.mila.r opinions from a 

larger pllng 0£ a .. They state i 

The striking fa.et$ in this analysis are he apparent awareness of' 
these f'ive en of the importance or the neurotic trait · and the 
extremely slight import.anee that they attribute to the perso:nal
soeia.l traits .. It. would be very interesting to ascertain whether 
this ie a eharaateristically seuline viewpoint. Further, in
vestigation of this. matter should be carried on with men vho 
are attending pa.rent education classes. 

In the part of her study that deals with the United Pa.rents • ssooia

tion of New York City, Shirley13 tells of en ts participation in the 

Lay leaders -were urged to get Z thers as veil as mothers to · join 
their groups 1n order that father-child relationships might 
profit; that the father 's angle of the problems might be 
presented a.t the discussion; and that the diseussion ot the 
civic aspects ot parent-child relations might be accelerated. 
For when mothers alone study the child and know his need they 
are all too often powerless to act. athers, on the other hand, 
take important, and sometimes drastic, steps tor community im
provement according t.o their own lights, and every now and then 
these steps are wholly inadequate tor meeting children's needs. 
Ir fathers and mothers a.re united in their plans ot action, they 
are able to go .forward vith greater intelligence toward their 
common goal of family and community betterment. 

12 Davis and McGinnis, 22• cit., p . 5. 

13 Shirley, 9J!• cit•, P• 116. 
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none of 

directly in regar<'i to t,he bch:ttvio:r:• of their ch:ildt'Eln abou.t, Yhi<'J:1 t.hiz(t 

felt concer-.ri, :nor a.bout t~hl:3.' 1.nf'ormutio:n rcla.tiu5 to -the groirth o.nd 

arise 



II. 

1. Hhi,m klr •. ds of boha-vlor cat:l.f.le the i:10.:rt co:ucor11 
ch.ild s:tudy club 1;1ewbers a:nd their husbands? 

t..ho 

2,. liii1iich kinds of beJ:w:,vior cause t,h6 :m<lst eoncel:'n a:;,tol'.lg: ·~he 
z11others on.13? 

3.. Hhicil kin6s o.f' bel~vic:t' cause tho r;;;.oDt eonc13;i;·n -.1.wng the 
busba:ri.<lc o:rJ.Jt-':: 

l1c,, lJi:w.t is t,h.3 1·01;;;.:ticnoaip lJetweGn the bohav·;lo:r ca.uair.g 
f,it,hot•f> concern t:'.'lth that, ca.using ,;oneorn to m.others'i 

5.. Hhe.:t kind of hd'oi·m:tion about. t,hoir cuildI·an at•e these 
pare1rt.e (fathers a-11d ri1o·t.h0rz) i:ntor::1:::rted 1!1 obtaining? 

Hlw.t typo ,:£ in.f.or.::~tfo:a is of' .::,:-i~o.ul,est inoorest to tihe 
n1otharf,? 

? • ·type oi' infori'flltion i@ oS: i;1~s2::t01:1t int,or<;;s;, 'to the 
f'ei:.h0rs ':? 

Hou do th0 a.r.si.1~rc vti 'l,i'to cl1oe~-list of parei:,tt,r. iw.~.Ti11g 
Oj,W c!2ilf conp-sro •vrlth those hs..,1in;,_3 ;.10:re than one child? 

How do the ans11ers 011 tho check-lis-t of ~ants Hho M.Ve 
£,.J;tondetl colloge 001:1p::'.l.I'0 t.ri th t:toso of tiw g1"01;.p uho ha.:ve 
not, attcndod colloQ;0? 

10. Hou do th{;:1 hir:;llor and 1.otror inco1~0 lc·,rol groups com.p,'.2l,re 
as to cr.nle:G::t·n iritero;:;t in ,:!i1il,Cc bf1'i~~·lor·? 

10 
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III. PROCEDURE 

In attempting to e.chiev the purpooea sot up in this study the 

.f'oll<Ming steps wre taken: 

1.. A check.-list was de-vis~d ror use in sm"Veying parents t 
interests. 

2. The check- list was pres-anted t.o t and checked by,, the 
members of five ohild ... tucly clubs and heir husba.nd::J. 

J. 'l'he data, as revoa.led by returned cheok-llst ~ 
analyzed with the view to answering the questions 
listed under Purpose, ( 10) • 

~elo;weat of . the Check-list 

In ord r to facilitate the c piling of the eheck-list the follow

ing preUmlnary measures were carried out: 

a . A study was ma.de of research studies related to parent.s • 
problems and interests. 

b. Child development books and pamphlets of a popular nature 
were examined in a.n ettort to find out the behavior ni
festations referred to and topics of interest dealt. W'ith 
in this literature. 

o. Co parntively recent issues or t e . gazines Child tlltiy, 
lla.tional Parent-Teacher and Pa.rents 1 1agazine were scanned 
in order to find out vhat topics, problems and interests 
Yer e:nphasized. 

d .. Eight nursery e-ohool teachers were questioned to find out 
vhicll probloms, in their opinion, searoad to bother parents 
most .frequently, a.nd 'Which were of greatest relative 
importance. 

e.. Nursery Sch.pol records vere examined and a list made of 
the problems mentioned by parents. 

A list. ot child behavior responses was developed based on the 

interests, problems, and topics found. These were grouped into various 

categories sueh s.s emotional, social, mental, physical and guidance. 

However, because of the overlapping in the categories, it vas deemed 

advisable to regroup the items into numbered descriptions of behavior 

responses which might serve a.s a basis for planning child sturl,Y programs. 

ll 



M:iny of the items vere similar but it wa hoped. that through this amall 

amount of repetition enough different terms t«>uld be 0300 to make ea.oh 

numbered deaeription meanil}Sful to pa.rents .. 

s a. prelim.inary test, tho check-list, ~ used at a meeting of 

p.irents of the children attending the Votonm Village Nursery Schools .. 

Parents were asked to cheek and return the lists tdth suggestions as to 

hov it might be improved. Thirt,y-sevon parents checked and returned this 

check-list. 

T'Llelve nursery- school and Ho Lite instructors were asked to real 

this cheek-list an mal:e euggestions for improving it. 

Th eheak-liat vas th~ revised taking into consideration the 

suggestions nade for iniprovement. The final check-liat consisted of tw 

parts. Part I consiste ot 40 oupa ot rel ted behavior responses,_ 

totaling 2.15 responses in a.ll. Those forty roups are ref'erred to 1n this 

stuey a:s "numbered descriptions.,tt Part II consisted of 23 questions 

parents gh.t ask concerning their chlldt~en. (See ppendix) 

PreS$11t.a,tion of tho Cheqk~lis;t 

Location of S\wur 

This study was carried out through the cooperation of the membe.n of 

five study clubs located at Still · ter, Oklahoma, a. city of approximately 

30,000 persons, 17.,000 0£ wich are permanent inhabitants. The remaining 

1,3.000 a.re for the most part students attending the Oklahoma A. and M. 

College and their families. 

Subjects 

The persons who partici,Inted by supplying da.ta were embers of the 

five local. ahild study clubs and their husbands . There were two reasons 

for including the latter. One,. vas that the writer bas not been able to 
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locate arry evidence as to whether or not there is any difference between 

tho interests of mothers and fathers in regard to the obJ.ems ldth which 

f!f3' _e:r cone ed. he other is that in the child atudy clubs under 

consideration the hus ds of ·tlle child study clu.b members are asked to 

t nd two or the meetings during the year. Beeause of this th writer 

thougbt it feasible to find out the fathers · evpoint also. 

These study clubs are af'filinted Yi h the Child Stuey Aasoaiation of' 

eriea. There are 85 members belonging to these five local groups rang

ing f'ro 14 to 20 bers for club. 

Method of Pres9ntat!on 

set o.f terials was supplie to ea.oh member of a child study 

group. A set oonsilited of a ohook-list for the the.r, ohech-liat for 

th fa·tiher, o. short. let er o the mother, snort l t r to the father, a 

general intormtion £or the n sand envelope for re-

turning the comp.1.oted chock-l1s-ts. Check-lists f'or two of the ciubs 

were dia ributed at the cl.ub meetings t,o he mem r ... prooont,. and the 

members asked to return them by il. For other throe elubs the 

che.ok-liats were malled to eaeh member and her husband. The return 

envelopes were addrC13ued to the vriterts ... dvis r to help reassure the 

participants that e information uould roma-in ~~us. 

In the directions tor marking the check-lists the parents were asked 

to cheek their degree of interest in one of the four columns at the right 

of ea.eh numbered description. The foux- columns were headed great interest, 

fair amount of int_erest, ~light interest, and no interest .. 

Inasmuch as the paronts vere asked to retrain fro putt~ names on 

cheak-luts there ws no W3¥ or knowing Yb ch me rs bad roturned the 

eheak-llsts. In an effort to obtain a. higher percentage of cooperation 
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In the usable date. there: were 5$ eh:aek-1iirts tillacl in by· mothers 

and 57 cheok,...J.;tgt.$ £Uled .h1 by fathel"s. 

after most of: the d.'l.ta had been tabw.ated, co11i.equentl7 it 'lilaS ncrt used. 

A tota.1. ot 61.i, families returned at least p.:ai .. t of the information requestecl. 



IV. iALYSIS OF 

Two types of data. verc analyzed., (1) that yia1-ded by the ini"orma.

tion blanks 1d (2) that yielded by he chock-lists .. 

The following information was obta.iI ed from tho eneral inf'o tion 

blanks answered by th parents cooporat·ng in this study. 

1 . Of the 57 !'a.mi.lies ing oroatio blanks with their 
eheek-liat, there were 20 families with one child, 27 
families with t1.10 children. eight families ldth three 
children a.nd two families vi.th .four children, 

2. In 38 0£ the families all of the children vere under 
school age. The am of the preschool children was 
33. 2 months. he mean age of the children fro the 
families having onl o o child was 28 months. The 
106 children from the 57 amiliea had an range from 
one month to 20 years. 1'h mean· e ot h se 106 
children wa.s 45.s mn s. 

:,. Tho annual income the ~st year for these £ i~s ranged 
uo · 1,000 to $1S,OOO v.l a. me illc01ne cf 4,862.68 
and a. m di.an ineome of 4,200. 

4. he length 0£ t. · the f. · i "' hae been ied ranged 
from tw and one-hall' yea.rs to 22 years with o. • ean ot 
8.95 years. 

5. ges o-f e mothers ranged f' rom l 9 to 43 years, with a 
mean age of 30 .. 76 years. Ages o£ the fathers ranged 
fro 23 to 46 y,- s Yi. a moan g~ or 33.87 years. 

6. Two ot the mothers b:a.ve hsters Degrees, 26 v chelors 
Degrees, two have corapl·te J years collGge, ten have two 
years of college training, five have had one year .of 
coll ao training, and tel :ve completed high school .. 

7. our of the rathers have Ph.D Degrees, eleven have 
sters Degrees , eighteen ave elors Degrees, eight 

have o pleted three years oollege t 1ning, seven with 
two y ars coll ge, tro with o e yoo.r or colle e, four 
have eomplated high ch.ool and one the e:tehth grade. 

The data yielded by the ch:eck-liat.s vere snalyz; with the View to 

answering the uest.ions set u.p in the purpose (page 10). 

In order t.o be able to eompire the interest sho ro, " eigbted scores 

for each numbered description were detol"lllined b-.r giving each cheek mark 

in the "great interest" eolumn a wight of three, each in the ttfair amount 
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ot interest tJ colunm a ight of two, and ea.ch one in the slight interest n. 

column a ight or one. The ansvers that have been vei.ghted will be re

ferred to subsequently as scores. 

In attempt to answer the .first seven questions the weighted scares 

des-cribed above were ranked o.cco,:ding to the thod suggested by Ga.rrett1• 

Numbered descriptions having the sa.me score we-re given the edian order 

of merit rating. The rank order of the scores vU1 be reported in the 

subs u.ent pages in relation to the questions which they purport to 

Questi.ons 1, 2, .3, and 4 relate to Part I of the check- list. 

QUESTION l . WHICH KINDS Ql. BEHAVIO ~POUSES C USE JQ§! OOUCERN 

In attempting to answer this quest1on the returned check- 11.sts or 
ll5 parents were scored and ranked and the results reported below. 

1-. era es.ally, has temper tantrums and/ or gets 
nnd easily. 

S. fuses to eat certain foods , ex.pee.ts to bo 
f'ed, dawdl:es a t meal.time,. shows variability 
in appetite, holds food in mouth, spits 
food out, plays with ..food, deliberately 
spills food and/or has poor table mnners. 

Weighted 
Score 

174 

165 

7. Shows aggressiveness by being destructive, 
defiant, doad.nating, lligerant, antagonistic. 
in sucll wa,ys as hitting biting, throwing, 
grabbing, and/or pinching, etc. 160 

l.4. Show negative behavior, stubbornness, dis
obedience, obstinateness, refuses to eODlply 
with requests and/or resents uthorit7. 

l 

2 

4 

1 Henry E. Garrett, 1947, Stg.ti§tics !!! Ps:gcholw;y ~ Education, 
Third . t-ion, Longma.ns, Green and Company, ?lew York, p • .344,. 
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17 

We hted Ranlt 
Score Order 

lJ. Shove jealousy, teases, pesters other 
children in family, sbotrs orue1 ty to aninal s 
or other children, is hostile touard pa.rents 
a:nd/or show general resentment. us 5 

12. Will not take nap, does not reillLin in bed, 
slow in going to sleep, prolongs bedtime, i3 
difficult to awaken, gets up in an 1rritabl.e 
state and/or has other problems connected with 
sleep. 127 6 

.3. Shovs nervousness through twisting hair, suck-
ing .fingers., speech, swinging root, biting 
nails, rocking in bed., mastUl"bation,, picking 
at lips and/or twisting clothing. 126 7 

2l. Is negligent about picking up toye,, putting 
a'WIJ:Y clothes, helping with ta3ka and/or 
taking responsibility. 120 8 

9. Will not stand up for ow rights-, unable to 
de.fend him.self against verbal or physical 
attacks and/or appeals to adult instead of 
standing up for himself. 115 9 

JS. sks too ma.ny questions, is curious about too 
JllaDY' things, gets into things and/or uses no 
caution in finding out about things. 101 10 

2. Anxious, easily frightened., £earful of new 
things , animals,. s.itua.tions and/or people. 100 ll 

16. Calla people names, 1s impudent, fresh, talks 
back, '*shows or£", is. bold, pert, saucy, rude, 
brazen and/or forward. 97 

17. Shows insecurity by habitually holding on to 
objeots, clinging to adult, ref'Using to be le£t, 
requiring constant oompe.niOQShip, running &1JB.3', 
~king bids £or, attention, or.,1ng and/or over-
attachment to person or thing. 94 13 

11 .. Tells falsehoods, takes things that do not 
bel.ong to h:bn, is deceiving, does thl.ngs he 
knows be should not do if no .one is wateh1ng 
and/or misrepresents faets. 93 14.; 

2;. Dislikes washing face and hands, dislikes ha.th, 
shampoo, brushing teeth, ldll voo.r dirty 
clothes a:nd/or puts dirty objects 1n mou.th. 93 14;5 



Ii;trY.:i~c~ti vo, l'~(it~rv.t ecs, 11?1~1)J=1l1J~Ei, 
a~oi:ulile.;tec1 01.. .fit1grYt:l 2 .;:;I1ril!.~ 
ru1t1/01/ :;;:n::risb'le .. 

on others, not happy plw.:yi:ng 
~ .2'.1U.SG oclf tt-

2~7". Ble.:~eµ. crl;i)J.e.r2 fQx~ hi~ · nti.ot,a!:on.,. f_L~ds· f rititt 
1:1itI1 othors s.::,,f::/or aecU:los .. 

Shogs. Tu~itJ1dzt1.tm1b ooli:_:ivit.ll'fo ii~ :is ,tlaj~tlrtHlitling_, 
$11;,noss, S:w.lem1esat moodino~;e, pulling .a.way i'l?D'.:1 
ehildren, timidi'l:;.y, :::::ibmissivencns, ooc1u."aive:n(Jss, 
L.~ef; of i:t1dicre~rt, ;md ro.s1:;onsive-:1os:rJ to E1t1viro~ 
n1;;1nt, 0.110/m"' is afr,:dd ·co venture out and find out 
about, cur1·om1clint1 hi.r1. 

26-. t1a11'te; to be '&he l,:},ci:.cr, uaz.·tn '!:,ell 
o;!.ihGI'S tJllt':/t ·to d.c." it: ogot,i~·tioa.1 ,~nd/or brags. 

5. Seems -to be delayed ill ,gpeceh, ot,u.tt,ers,, s:t.alr,me:in-1., 
list.>S, fXf'.d/or so:ri.0·~1100 i'il::ctl.:t hirn:,olf u:c~.{bLs to 

2J. Us<:ir;; ba<.1 lwl~uage, imit... .. ,,.:tcs LmdeDirable tt'~its 
i~oun.d i:r1t tJthcl~l;l, ;u1 boi;rl:.o:t•ouo o;,;1cVor loud .. 

36.. Will 1;1¢t el:l.O.l"e or tl.,1.k:0 tunlf.l E)J.'ld/ or lm.o no 
rcg&x·c1 for 1',>l":tori.ty right,.,; .. 

Rega"ossos to a your.;Jor ugc lovol i11 Seu.eh vrnys as, 
using br~by ·talk,. SUlJklr.g ru:-.tl/or e2'ptsict,il1g 
assis~C0 t,tl'th 't,o,sTo;;,i ho pr{;;7:icu.n1y i;;J.\c7,;C1.0:CE;~o 

15,. lbs oofeet::i 011 ph;;siC<ll, co;r,di tiJ~:?.:S Tutr,d;; 
ItdgJ:rt cei.i.we child to bo L··:•r::.tc2.J1o, 
tle)\Jtl ofi' 01"1 B-·.t.la\;io~ att,nTJ:,io1J0-

• S·tumb.100,, falls i'reqU£nt:ly, over~u.tciour1j), 
"'"''".''C,">,">_ ,}_ .• Jll,.,.,,._.J· <'.''""".,·n ,,,,,_Alo,.,. C· ,,.,,.., •. ,_, ,o·. 11.+.·. ;'2;'_.l_;:'o~i,.1_ ..... ,c;,,,·, 
'•"·,., .... A~J.;\.;;1"'¥ i4t4.t.,,;-, t.J!.l:.~4-J.;"' -~.,1,-~ •• .I,.. ~.._-a -.."lll!v -..:,., ...... ~,,,_ 

a.erti~1i·Gy f$.J/~e:te.::1 at. llit:l ng(; ~. 

40. ;Jelf-oon,goious, oo.sily flui::.rt;;o1'"od, mieac:t, 
··1 :1'' 'l -~ j "' .... ,. - ,z-C.~S:.t....~Y 0D1PalTUi!JS~Gt, &.J.lf,~/ C.1'5 U .. l t=t'"G t::t~JC 

ec1)e·oiziL~~l' nrfr.l ±-1.iJ~~t.c;t.io.~1~ ~ 

91 

90 19 

22 

75 

67 

66 



.3/t.. Does not l!ltJet standards e:;q:,e,rt.Qd of him, .l".akes 
poo~ "3.djustmnt to ne-;1 situ.'l.tlons, oo.nnot r':ake 
cmoieea or deeisions and/or lacl.:::s solf .... relian.ee. 

24,. Finds it dit.fieult to play ·1;;,'ith other children 
happily .. 

.39 .. Shous indication of stereotyped behavior 
(insists on doing thU1gs in one r~t:1.eula.r t~) • 

20. Show el!:llgg(;)l"ated interest in ro.:dio progro.zns,. 

Weighted 
Seo re 

comic strips,, l'.llOVies.. 6l 

10. Wets bod. Soils elothes,. has frequent 
aceidonts beyond age of expected control, is 
constipated and/or dislikes goin.g to bathroom. 55 

18. Undul;v interested in aex,. shy a.bout undressing, 
enjoys expoQing aeJ.f. 50 

22.. Is over,.ori.tical,. precise, smug, snobbish, 
.sissy, eatm-dly.,. · is per.feat little lady or gentle-
:tlEtn and/or :ts afraid of gett:t.ni ha.nds dirty.. 49 

:'j; ... Is shunned by other ehildr,,..""Il o.nd/or does oot 
mke friends. 4$ 

3:3 .. Is not aff'eotiomte,, does not like attention, 
is suspicious a.nd/or .shows oarke<l dislike for 
any parson oJ> thing. l,7 

)l. La.cit energy, is colorless, underueight,, a:nd/or 
beeomoo exhaustsd easily. 43 

29. Enjoys seeing others suffer 1 11,.tces to infliet 
pa.in on self or others, seeks physiool punish
moot or activlty that will cause pain a.nd/or 
laughs at diso.ster of others .• 

32. l?aints, holds breath,, grits teeth, has 
convulsions . ., t.·witohil1g 0.11/J/or tie~. 37 

Hank 

~£ 

29 

JO 

31.S 

33 

34 

35 

)7 

.39 

40 

It will be noted from rank order of the llUfilbered <ieseriptions t.11at 

the range in scores is from. 37 to 174 with a m.od:ia;n of $8'" It will also 
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QUESTION 2. WRICH KINDS Q! BEHAVIOR C USE :fm &.., CONCERN NG 

MOTHERS ONLY? -
In attempting to answer this que~tion the returned cheek-lists of 58 

mothers '\otere soared and ranked. The results appear below. 

Numbered Descriptio;zm 

l. Angers easily, has temper tantrums and/ or 
gets mad easily. 

8. Refuses to eat certain f'oods, expects to be 
f'ed, dawdles a.t mealtime, shows variability 
in appetite, holds food in mouth, spits f'ood 
out, plays w1th food, deliberately spills 
food and/or bas poor table ma:u:ierB. 

7. hows aggressiveness by being destructive, 
defiant., dominating, belligera.nt ,. antagonistic 
in such wa;ys as hitting,. biting, throwing,. 
grabbing and/or pinching, etc. 

14. Shows negative behavior, stubbornness,. dis
obedience, obstinateness, re.fuses to comply 
Tlith requests and/or resents authority. 

12. Will not take nap, does not remain 1n bed, 
slow in going to sleep, prolongs bedtime, is 
dif'f'icult to awaken, gets up in an irritabl.e 
state and/or bas other problems connec.ted with 
sleep. 

l.). Shows jealousy, teases, pesters other children 
1n family, shows cruelty to a.n1:mals or other 
children, is ho.stile toward pa.rents and/or 
shova general resentment. 

21. Ia negligent about pi ~ up toys, putting 
IJ.lla.Y" clothes,. helping with tasks and/or taking 
responsibility. 

3. Shows nervousne.c;s through twisting hair, sucking 
fingers, speech, swinging foot,, biting nails, 
rocking in bed, masturbation, picking at lips 
and/or twisting clothing. 

15. Calls people names, is impudent, fresh, talks 
baek, "shows oft", is bold, pert, saucy, rude, 
brazen en.d/cYr forward. 

Weighted 
§eon 

86 

73 

67 

67 

6J 

55 

55 

l 

2 

3 

4 

7 

8.5 

8.5 



9. Uill n~t. st::u:1d lXJ? for ,"}vf:<'! 1•i3ht:.i, ur11;1.bl0 ·!;,:) 
d:0170J1il h:l.nw.e0.~:? a:;r1i1!0t ~.J\;;1~t~a...l or 111:~rs:tcal 
•:>tt:cu~lt<' e>S~e1;~,~~ "'·t·Y·t'i"><>l•.:< +.("< "(1>•,°1+ ,i~a<e'"f'L'.-'.)F3 of' t./, .I. <o...<vV"'.or.~..;.,. f.;.1,r,+-4.U VJ.: ~J:'·'"J,;-'V1.e~ k~ JJ¥ ;:.,.\,,' ,,;..V....,l,,V ;i_._U;J:..1 VY~"-.:;. di. 

standing up for hi111st~l ·l:. 

6. withdraw:t11g behavior such o.s daytlroam~1;,. 
slzyness, sU1le1moso, ooodinoss, pulling away 
i:rom ch:tlC:ren, ti:nidit;y ~ stibmiss:tiN));'.lt;lc13 1 

S€H:!ll1t3ive.11(:iss, laol'.,~ interest &11(1 1.-.t:)37)t4r1siv~J~ 

ness to enviit>o-rnnent, o.nd/or is afraid tC1 ~ vontm"e 
out and find out aliout i..1'1in;;rs ,:;t.-u:'rottnding hit:r.;;~ 

30.,. Hirporacth~~, rostlosEI, b~rit.:1.lilo, oas.ily cve:r
ctir;1ul.e.tet1 or upset, fidzcty, nhri.lJ., irn:oitable 

enot:o.mm11y ltt.H:rt.tible. 

:38. Asks too ~"'l'Y questions, is curJ.otLS about too 
thin,g:.i, into tbing:1 rmr:1/or us:;;s no 

ca.uticm iu f ir.1{li.i1.g out ::;::;bout things • 

1)io.likcs t:·tast.i?ig ft.ice ns~11di1, (':islilr.:os bath, 
bruahii~ teeth, r;rUl woa::. .. dirt,y clot.hos 

1ptrts clirty obJcots L1o,ttt;t?"IF 

27., tJ.tlte:rI: i"'or ras .r:11}3t;:l~r1~1, fi11dG fa.ult 

2. 

with others 0.,ud/or accuses. 

lu;xious; P..asily f'rie;htened, f earfiu of 110w 

things, anillli3.ls,. si fa1ations anr)./ or pooplcJ. 

37. Overly dependeut on others, not, happy plaj7ing 
~one 'and/or cani1ot ll.Elt1-se oelf'. 

19. QlW.I"relo t·rlth children, no.cs, f1..tsses, 1Jhinos, 
,reft1sr:Ss ~t,11J.;.: "tl1:i11gs o.tt~-, flTJ(1/or 1~t?f\,12es to 

26. 1llways ,.~ts t,J he 
othi:tro irhat to do, is 

loude.r,. w12nt.s to tell 
ef,:;otisticwl. ar1{J/or brti{~s. 

l?, Showa i.fl.sccuri'ty 'by ht1hi·ti.J.:ally holding 011 to 
objec't,s, clinging to adult, rofi;.sing to oo 
lsft, requiri7lg eo"JJ.s1ll11t, t!"1~~n.J!tJ..r1J/;J.1sl1ir>, 
:t"u.nni:ng mr.~·, mci::h15 bids for a'ttentio11., 
,~ryil-ig anfJ./or ov01-c~t.-~,ehm.ent 't;o pcr,:,:011 or 
t11u1g .. 

23. Uses bad lru;::;t1E.:5e, it:iito.tcs u.ne.csirtiblo . 
traits fctu.'1.d in others, boii;torooo ru1d/or 
loud .. 

51 10 

49 12 

45 16.5 



4. Regresses to a younger ago lcvol in such irc;.ys a-0 
using baby talk, sucking and/or axpoeting 

Weighted 
$co1•e 

iissistanco with ·tt.ls1cr:i ho hti.s pr(:)V:'i..1msly ma:::;ti:n~ed. 35 

to be delayod in specet:1, 
lisps, u.ncVor SOilHJ·tili:e~ :CL'"lti.s 
eXI::iI"OSS hinwelf. 

BtU.t,·(.,$~i"3 S 1 t1'~atl.tl~1r3, 

r:i,G.:blo to 

ll .. l'ella :ta.lselloods, ta.kcc tl1ine;s tha:t. do riot 
belong to hirJ, i£.t <'1oc0ivi;1ih ,.\,tlc.: tl:tin,.;;:; 1:n::lwJ 

shm.tl..d .not clo if no 0;;10 is ua:t'Ching &.rlil/or: 
;nisrepres-ents faotf; -~-

34. Ik>es not meet stano.ari\~ GJ(});i,;.,Ctod of1 hi:_:1, mo.ke:s 
poor t'tdjustment to new sit:u:1tio:,.s, c~rm..-:)t ,n.'ike 
choices or decisions and/or lackf? ccli.'-relianc.o. 

36. t1ill not share (Kr 
for priority rights. 

15. Has c:ei'ect/;: or physical concJ:iti<>ns ·that Ld0,0t 
,,.,.,,.."",.,.· ,..r,,u,11 ·b·, 'l>v, .i--...; ,-,,h1,,.,. pd,i•Vor· t;r, 'h,;;, :1,, 
,i...,~;1..f.-it~'{..i, VilJ. ~*' VV ,4:<.,i ~.S. 4,. ~ i4"--ir ~ ...,.. ' ,,;:~•~U - ·V U\:.J --

of m0dict:U. or 0ur0iei.tl o:ttent:i.011. 

(;.t,~,.,i.-, ,,,- C',-'11,,, ~r,;·,·,;~c,,.,,,1. 7,.. OV"''""'-'"''"''"ti'o· U" t,,... W~';,JW-,: Ai..~· ~:;;, 4 ·,.,;.,_1;,_i..,..1,"'°'.L"-t.t..ii.J ,J ,,..,.:~. ,_....,_,~y. - . g l 

ca.rxnat ju.mp, skip and/or ear:r.-y out muscula.r 
aet:tvity -expeetod at his age. 

20. Shows c,x:.'ctgge?"'.J.ted interefri in radio pro{;:rams 1 

comic strips, movies.-

)9 .. Show:s ir.dication of titcrootypol bE'Jrli:ivior 
(insists on dod.ng thiv-,grJ 01;1e po.rtict:i.lox uay.) 

10. Wets bed:. Soils clothes, hae fri;i:±uerrt accd.(lE.-nt.; 
beyo1lf1. age of e~ected eontr-01, i3 conotips:tac1 
an-d/01· dislikes: go'b1g 'i:,o bathroom. 

2/4,. lf'inds it, dift:lci.iU, ta pl3.Ji~ :;i th other child.i"'Ou 
happily .. 

Is self-eonsciou,s, easily flustered, LU:tea.sy,. 
easily embt=trrri....sso<l, rrmd/or ill ;:;;.t CCt.so 
especia.lly ui new sit:uation.s. 

35. Iw mJttr.nec1 by ot,her ,ehildron ardl./01~ doeo n0t. 
mke friends. 

13 .• Unduly intores't .. ed in seJt, shy abo1..1t m1<lrcs~i;:ig,. 
enjoys S2.1)oit1:.ng .colf\ 

2B 

2'7 

ZlarJc 
Order -

.22 

27 

32 

.32 



31. La.ck energy, is col<>rless, unde:rueight1 &n.d/or 
beco es exhausted easily. 

22. Is over-cr1ti.eal, precise, smug, :,nobbish, 
sissy, cowardly, is perfect littl.e lady or 
gentleman and/or is afraid of getting hands 
dirty. 

29. Enjoys see~; othor3 :rafi'er, likes to infliat 
piin on self or others, seeks physical punish
ment or activity that will ca.use Iain @a/or 
la.ugh at diaaster of' others. 

32. Faints, holds breath, grits teeth, ha con
vulsions, twitching and/or tics. 

.33., Is not a.f'fect1ona.te, does not like attention, 
is suspicious end/or shors ked dislike for 
a.n,;r person or thins .. 

22 

19 

18 

16 

Ra.nk 
Order 

35.5 

37 

.39 

40 

It will be noted from the abovo that the four descriptions of be

havior causing the lllOthers the moot concern are the same as those for 

the combined group of fathers and mothers. 

QUESTION .,3. WHICH KINDS Ql BEHAVIOR CAUSE !',!!! JQ§! CONCERN mNG 

_FA.-T_BERS_ ONLY? 

In attempting to answer this que~tion the check-lists of 57 fathers 

were scored and ranked, and the reault.s tabulated below, 

I: Wllbereg Description:J 

l. Angers ·easily• has temper tantrums and/ or 
gets mad easily. 

S. Ref'uses to eat certain foods, expeots to be 
ted,. dawdles at mealtime, shows variability 
in appetite, holds food in mouth., spits :food 
out, ~s with food, deliberately spills 
rood and/or bas poor to.ble nnnners .. 

7. Shows a esaiveneas by being destructive, 
defiant, dominating, bell1gerant, an onistic 
1n such ways as hitting, biting, throwing, 
grabbing and/or pinching, etc .. 

Weighted 
Score 

79 

76 

Rank 
Order 

l 

2 

3 

2.3 



14'*' ,'BU:t.t:n·ro n;sgai.'t,ive be1K!.Vir)r, et~bht1i ... nno0::.~, di::i .... 
ob~dii'!inoe, obstlne:tc1.nt'.ls;;, !'<';fuses 'i.io ea1;1pl)"' 
\tith r®quer.rts a~d/ or t"'ese:n'ts aut1nority. 

1JQ.if;l~rtt"Od 
S-erJ1•e 
~ 

75 

3 ~ Shoi,rs , t1crvo;;i11Hte$S: th:ro-u,gh twis:ting ha.ir, sucking 
t:'!JJ~Ol'B; ttpeech, s~riugiug foot, bitw~i miils, 
roel~ in bed, 1aru3turbaticm, pi:eking at li:Pa 
:OOJ.d/o}t· twisting olotlling,. . 71, 

9,. W::t,11 not stand t\"J for ow right,s, tll'J.lble to 
dt:f®d h~tmself again:Jt varkt1 QJ!' physicl 

:;:;.nd/r:Jr ~ppeitla to ad.ult insteM of 
~t&.nt!tlng up £or hioo3e1£. 

13. j eaioU.'3.Y, to,~ises 1 !,lt:)S'trt;!"s other children 
in fai,lily, s.iiows cruelty to ~..als Ql' other 
childl~n,. is h~M.la t.~1,tard pai4Emts aud/or 
,othm.'* e0nt)ral 1..-,t~sent,m('.!lit." 

12. Will not take napta does, not remain iti bed,, 
elow :tn gcd.r,..g sletc':p, prolz".r1g,'$ 'b·!:e'.foin;i,. is 
diff'ieul t ·to $:t-laken.,, eeta Up in e:a it'z·ita.ble 
s'k;,to r;;,».u/or ot11.';'.t(' 1:,rohlcms c01:lt1ect,ed w1th 
sloop* 

ll .. Tells falaeho()ds, taltes things that do not 
belong to }!,llll,, is deacivln{;, as:'leo thit1'6S he 
lmows be sl1ould not <lo if l:lO on~ ia wcit{lhing 
t:J.'r.1djoX' ndsr~preasnts f'~dtt,;; ... 

21., Is negligent about pie!d.ng up toys, putting 
a1,;r_a.y elothee., bolping with t;,1slts o:nd/or 
wd.ng re!lporwibility. 

2. ..t'ia"il'.:'.io1~,9, easily trigbtenoo, feai•ftu of neir 
tl1ings1 a.n~s, sit~tio:ns arid/or people .. 

. Jfl.. t.~o mt1!JY questions, is cUil":tous about too 
ll!D.DY' things., gets into things and/or uses no 
t'l&.u.tion L"l :find:lr,ig oot a.bout things .. 

5. S\1elrm t!'I be dela:yed in speech, stut'/;,;.err;, 
llJttuli'll€1ra, lisps, a1.1d/or sometimes finds 
biw.JJe:1£ unable to ~prc.ss hir':l:lelf" 

17 .. Sho!'t$ insecurity by habi.tually .holding 011 tQ 
eb,jeetst olin,eirt.g to. adtu:t, refush1g to be 
left, reqttU'"il1g eonstunt companionship, running 
aim.y, ~king b:ld<J £or attention,, er-Jing ena/o"Jt 
ove:r-a.ttaehment to parson or thing. 

61 

59 

57 

52 

51 

Sl 

B1.nl: 
,Oz·,1~-

10 



2S .. Dislikes wa.ahing face and hands,., dislikes ha~,, 
a~.,, brush.:lilg teeth, will irear dirty · 
clotbi.l$ @d/or puts di~y objects in moutht 

19" Q~els with ehildren,, nags• fusses, whines, 
. ref'uses to. talk things ®'&1 £.OO/ <YI.' :t>Gfu.SQ'Ei 

share," 

31. Overly dependent e1:1,n others, not l'l"tppy plnying 
alone and/or ~t, amuse solt .. 

26.. Always wants to be the lef:.der,. ·t1antrs to tell 
otb.srs what. ·to ®• is egotistical rtncl/or bl?ag:ti .• 

30. liyperaeti:ve,. restless., il'l"ita.blo, aas.ily ove:-
s.timtilatetl or upset, £idgtrcy, ahri1,, oo,;cttable 
,:!Uld/or is. ellWti.or.a.lly v.nr.rt..ibl e. 

16 .. Calls people names, is: impudent, fresh, ti:ut~ 
ba.ek, "sbow off'\ i.a bold, port, s,aucy, ru.de, 
brazen and/o.,.~ torware. • 

.'36. WUl mt share or take turM an.a/or 
regard for priorit.y rights .. 

6,. Showa with~wing beha.Vi.Gl" sueh as <.ta1@et:Urd.ng, 
$h)1Ee$S1 sulla:rme.ss, mocdiuess, pu.lliue awo;;· 
f'l>om children, timidity, submissi",renesa1 

$t1<:lt:1$iV:enesa., la.cl.,. of i:n:t..vx:·ez.t 
nesa ·to environm.ent and/or if; o.fraid to ve-.ature 
out and fwd. out a.bo:u'l:, {;hi'""£i3 

Uses bad la.~'1\1age, imitateµ u..'ldes.u .. "ttble trait;J 
found iJ:1 others, is 'boiat~r:;;;ur4 t1t."'lo/rJt' 

1,,,0_., l~ aelf-eonsciou:s., ~lSilJ" f'l-os;~·ed, u.tll3aSY, 
~sil.1 ei:~ased, and/01~ :ill ,c;~;c::o 
especially 1n new s:i.'6ua:tiim.s., 

2k.. finds :Lt difficult to plq irlth other cl1ildre-u 
happily .. 

28,,. Stumbles, .falle fz-equeutly., ()V'e:r.._,.....autiouJS,. 
cannot ju.11p, skip and/or CFA"'l.'7/ out. ml.We~"' 
activity expected a.t his a.gci. 

47 

;,:; 

Iiank 
Order 

1 ,11, 
0 



33. 

10. 

Shows emzge1•a.:tr1d lnt,o:re;:;t m :t'f:.c!io pro61Ta1110, 
oo:mic strips, r:iovics. 

Re~eooes to a. ;y·.::nmgor o.ge level in such i:ra.;rs 
a.a. using ·uaoy talk, suckill£r tJXJ.ci/ or e1rpeet~iug 
as~i.sta.nc<t i.r.ith taa:t,s 11as previously 1r.::i.tJUf1JTB<:I. 

Does iiot m.ee-t standards e;::peeted of hiiu,, makes 
poor acl;juatmsnt. ·to n0i1 situatio1c1G, ea:rmot Tink~ 
choices o:t" dtJc:tsio11;;; tJ;nd/or Lacks "'1,elf-:relia:r,1c"s~ 

Ueta bod. Soila clothes, h:1s froqmmt; acciclouts 
beyond age of e:,tp0cted control, is coliu:f'~ipat.ed 
fJ;,.;,"'J.d/or ti:ts.likes &oinz to bat.1:u:-oom. 

lS. Unduly hiterested in se:s;, shy about tmdressir1g, 
a1zjoy-s exposing Geli'. · 

35» ls sbJ.,1.-:u1ed by other children an{Vor does 
not ~te frim1d$. 

29 ~ Enjoy:a seeing others suii"er, .likes to iru'li<rt: 
pain on s-elf o:t· oth~r:rs, seeks physical p!Z1ish
m:ent or activity t/ha:t uill cau.1:10 pain a.'1J.d/01· 
liiughS< at disa.stor of cthor1;1,, 

,32. Fain~s, ho~ds br~a.th, ~z:ito tooth~ hes coi1• 
v11ls1.ons,. '.l:Mitcll:.i.r:ig a:urf../o:r: ti0s. 

Weigh'tocl 
$core 

.30 

20 

.31 

'37 



QUESTION 4. WAT Bl !fl§ RE;;;;;;;:;;;;,;;:;:.;;.;:.;;:;.;;,;;.:.. ;;.;:;;.;;.,.;;;;;:;;;.;. BERr VIOR CAUSD,G 

FATHERS CO?roERlt !!.m! ~ CAUSING CO iCERN IQ. .. MO-=;;;;,;.;;..S? WHICH PROBLEMS 

CA.US~ SIMILAR CONOERM'i 

on both the fathers t 

noted that the de oript.ions of 'bo.bav1or ra.nldng first,, second,. third and 

IllOS-t coneer _ d by child1-en • · 

aggressive behavior; 1" their eating behavior nd by their refusal to 

ply. 

l. Angers auily, bas temper tantrums 
and/or gets mad easily .. 

8. Refuses to eat certain foods, expects 
to be ted, davdles at mealtime, shows 
variability in appetite7 .holds f"ood in 
mouth, S'Pi.ts food out, plqs with food, 
deliberately spills food a:rw/or bas poor 
table 1JlaJUlerS • 

7 .. Shows aggressivenoas by being destruc
tive, defiant, dominatin, belligerant, 
antagonistic in such vqs as hitting• 
biting, throwing, grabbing, and/or 
p1ll0hing, etc. 

14. Shows n~tive behavior, stubbornness, 
disobedience, obstinate-ness, ref'uses to 
comply with requests and/or reoents 
author-ity. 

38. ska too many questions, 1a curioua 
about too many things, gets into things 
and/or uses no caution 1n finding out 
about things. 

37., Overly dependent on others, not happy 
pla.ying alone and/or cannot amuse selt. 

15. Has de!'e~ts or physical. conditions that 
might cause child to be irritable, and/or 
to be in need o.t medical or surgical 
attention. 

Motherts Father's 
~ Score Score 

1 

2 86 79 

3 76 

4 75 

12 49 52 

16.$ 45 46 

27 35 

27 



2() ~ llrte1--oa.t i!1 1~utlio 
et.rips, movioo. 

:U1t.Ucatiori oil ;1torr~ot~:y11nd beh..a1t.it)r 
( insiot:;.; on 'things h1 otic 
·Mcu.1.a.t' way .. ) 

llJ.,, Undu..ly inter'c.Jat.md in se:::,~, 1.::.1.bout 
u:ndress:J~ni:,; 011:Joy,;; ·c:q:x)sitJ{; sctlf. 

1.3. ~,bovs jeal<ms;r., te;?..ses, pest0ri], o:t;her 
cl!.lldren hi farr,.:"l.:L;r, sh,111s cruelty to. 

Ol." ot,her· children, io ho~tilc 
tou~rl paren:cs anc1/or shows gea,ri.•al 
resontnient •. 

2,5 .. tislikoo 1.itasl1ing: fek_Ce· ar1Lt lUtnCis, -i{i.tilil:.e·s 
b:a·th, slla!a:poo, brushing teeth, will wear 
dirty cl.oth0$ anc1/or puts <:tlrt,y objoct,s 
i11 1110:tlth ~ 

26. 11.lws.ys \.,ants to be the lea<lor, wants t,o 
tell oth,1rs tci do, i.S' ezcrtl.stielll 

StrnI:hles, falls ft~~q.uently; O'V'B'r-c$l)1t,i.:our;, 
i",·.:,,~,.,r, r. 1U{M''. q}•1 Y) 1'1 ;•or1 1..,.,,., ,,..,.,.,."'.,'•Y? ,)lrt.· ZI,.'"s'l, .. , .• ,. C:i ·.·"'·' 
'yi...,,..,~"11.io':•JII"" q .-~r·, _,,t,'J,.~i i.N.;;..,'1,.>.,,V'v,l.. V~WJJ.-~ 'Vt.i ;11,,\,--v~ .... --

t!Oti,rit;:r o:tpeotoo a.t his ago- .. 

Jl. 

29. E.n,j<)ys sooing othei•s suffer, l.ik0t::c to inflici~ 

29 .• 5 

29,5 

11ai!1 ·Ol~ or ·ot,JHJl~J 1 SCftl:ts i~12rsi.cal t)lXalsli~ 
lilenit OO"' aet.iV'lty t.h.:lct rdH ce.u.s0 pain and/or 
laU:,:;;l1s a:t disas·iic:JI' of' othors. 

32 .. l:"ai11'ta, holds bre(:1.th, g"l'ita t,13.e'th,. has c.on ... 
vulllionscJ tt,ritcllil:.g r1.:r:..d/or t,1cc~ 

lkri::,hc1~ 1 s 
Zem~e 
ilflUQ ¥5'!1. 

35.5 

Father's 
~:1l1s 

7 

15 

19 •. 5 

27 



ll., fall$ t;'e.lsehom:i:z, "ci;Jto.~ thi:1~ t:hci.t d.o· not. 
bolnng t..o '.b:L~"' ll dC;eeirtnzc, dof.ls things- he 
know l1e should .no-t ~J> if :uo one is t1t:1,it-Ohing 
,,,..,..,.'!/"'- ..,,,.,....,<'.',._~,...,,.,..T,,., 4"0.~1'.o 
,;;,;<.,,,!:,,t;'io;;'.'. -·.'~,!I.. · ,&3'.~_t..'#,4.,,. '<i;::.> Ji!-;,~ -,.,....:,,.J:.-#,.. . .i. 4-t . .t _.,,,,.._-";:,.;,,_ y{f ..,...ti>' ¥' 

5,. Seems to b$ delayed in speech., stutter~, 
-at~1r11ers, lisps, ru1d/or sometimes finds 
.himself unable to ,e:q>ro.sr:; himself. 

6. Show w.th~iiling behavior $UOh ca.s uqore,~,. 
e:h;l.tlloss,. ~ullennos:s; moodiriess, pulling away 
from children:,; t:imitlity I subridsoivenes.;;., 
~aeluatvene:os, la.cl;;; of' in:teril}st an.cl respor:wive,.. 
rtesa to envh*onmont mid/or is afra.i..d to venture 
ou.t amd. find o-t1t about things sm"l"Oundiug him .. 

4. Re~S.$eS- te a you:nger ;r,1.gu levtd in such t~c:,.1 
a, ustn.~ 'bab,y talk, a-u.cltill&; and/or eltpecting 
a,$'s!a-tance with t~al\:s h::i,c pi~oviot:isly i.:w.~t~oa .• 

34 .. Does uot aeet stand~rds expected of hin1, 
makes JJQOr adjustment to now s:U:,uat::ton.<1, -cannot 
ffiaksS ehoices o~· deeif3:ions '!Xfld/tY!,': m:eks self
relianee,. 

JS. Is not a.ff'ection&te,, <loo$ not like att.ontion, 
is Gttc".3:pieiou.a e:nd/or show t~lted disl.il.e £or 
~ ~$011 Ol ... t.hing,. 

;30... It-1pera.at1ve, restle~s., .:U"'ri t.'.;tble, easily ov~ 
~timulated ·or upset;, £i<%JY3ty, shrill, exeita.ble 
~c.Vor is er.10ti:0r.ally unstablo,. 

lJJ. Is self-eonseious, e;~il;r flust.cred,, ~sy,, 
ea:~ily em~""X'assed~ aniJ/01• ill at eu:e ·· 
~"Cia.lly in ne}1 :sittiat!ons. 

lfother 'ti l.'W.t!-rfilr' a 
P:.'1xilt I~nk 
~·~ ~.-

12 

.31 

19 .. ; 



the fat e"J about. their children's behavior vhon they are rude and 

o.f'fenaive t.o other .. , when they tend to thdraw, when they regress or 

behave in a. ttbaeyishn manner, wen they do not meet their mothers• expecta

tions ot· them d when they a;re hJ ra.ctive in their ( the thers') sti-

mation.-

It v-ill also e noted the d.iff'erences in rank of the numbered 

desoriptions 11, 5, 3:3 and lJ) that the fa l1ers a.r mor0 concerned than 

t e hers about their chil nts behavior ,1hen they are untruthful, 

wen they have speech diffieulties, whan they tend to be antisocial or 

are sel£-conscious or ill at ease. 

The total interest scores ot mothers in tho behavior descriptions 

was fonn to be 1,725; while that of f'athertl was found to be 1, 81.3, with 

a difference ot t!fl. The significance ot this difference, as determined 

by the "t" test wa.s foU11.d to ba 0.47, which 1s not significant. Fisher's 

.tormw,a for use with indopondent s l samples with uneven ll1 hers of 

2 
eases was employed. The .formula io reproduee.d belo 1. 

"t" 
Maan1 --

2 2 
~ Dev.1 + Dev.2 

..1.... + 1 - · Ul + N2 -2 Ni i2 

2 Lindquist, E..F., Statistical 4,mlzpis i£. Educational Research, 
Houghton MU-fl.in Co.• 1940, page 57. 

JO 



Quostions 5, 6, and 7 rola"te to Part II oft e cheek-list. 

SUE:STION 2. WAT rn Ql INFO ·fATION ABOUT. THEIR CHILmEN 

. TED m OBTAlll . G? -
In attenrptlng to answer t is qaestion the eom'bined weigh·ted saores· 

of .fathers and mothers vere t.abtu.nted and ranked. The resul tff are set 

forth lov .. 

Item -
19. How can I assist child in eveloping 

desirable attitudes to'Wtlrd sex? 

3. 'What Jllet ods of 6 uic'.lance or dioc1pline st 
effective in dealing wit.'! pre-school children? 

1,3. Hov can we help young children become honest 
citizens, .free from prejudices? 

10. Hov ean ve deal. wisely \litb th ehild1 questionS-? 

;.. What are some ef'£ect1v techniques for ga.in.ing 
a child's eooperatio? 

16, ow ea.n I help 
and decisions? 

child l~ to c oices 

l. What should w expect. or a child at various 
ag-os and 'What indivi.clua.l dif orences .should 

expecte within the £alltily1 

14. How .ea,n we h:elp the young ehild enjoy wor:is:. 
and recreation 

7. How can we provide interest,.ing experience$ in 
music,. a.rt"' and literature for our children? 

2.. How can w help our children become increasing
ly ind pe dent? 

4. Hov much obedience should w expect of a child? 

l.8. How can I make a. beginning in helping mg child 
use money wisely' 

8. t are the moat important ba:s:to personall-ty 
need.a of the oung cllild? 

17. Rov can I provide experiences for tBY child tba.t 
will be mentally stimulating? 

Rank 
Sco:r,:g 9tger 

270 1 

264 2.5 

264 2. 5 

259 4 

257 5 

256 6 

255 7 

254 g 

2.53 9 

251 10 

250 ll 

249 12 

13 

l4 

.31 



12. How can I help my chlld regulate his emotions 
tor good mental health? 

15. How can I help ;iv child face reality? 

23.. Hov oan I help I1f3 child stay vi.th a task until 
oompleted (a taak that is not beyond his age 
and ability)? 

21. What should be the role of pa.rents in child's 
behavior and development? 

6.. Hov can we become skillful. 1n applying child 
development 1.nf'ormation to our children? 

22. What is, the relation of parent.'e bel:lavior to 
child's? 

11. liov can ve help the child feel a.tease in .social 
aitua.tions? 

20. In the absence ot nursery ecbool experience how 
can I provide normal .social experience f'or my 

Score 

243 

240 

235 

232 

229 

218 

ohild? 191 

9.. \lhat is the et.feet on the cblld when parenta 
disagree? 170 

Rank 
Order 

lS 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

It will be noted froJD. the above scores., that while the dit,ferences 

betvee.n the scores £or specific items are slight, that the item ra.nk1ng 

fil-st relates to the development. ot desirable attitudes toward sex. 

QtJESTl'ON 6. ~ ~ ~ .. INFO ................. I ... O .... N. !§. QE GR.EA.TEST CONCEBN IQ. § 

MOTHERS? 

Tbe questions on Part IIt ao answered by the child study members have 

the £ollowi.ng score and rLlllk order; 

5. What ~ ~ e£rective teclmiques £or B1Jining 
a. chil.d • a cooperation? 

.3. What methoda or guidance or discipline are It10St 
et.teetivo in dealing vttb pre-school children? 

1 

32 



2.. !11.)W ean ire help OU'.!:;"' children reoouo i.ncre.!?..sin!Jly 
il1depencl.~:t1t? 

16. ·Cru1 I hcl.p 
,1t1d deeiaiona? 

19. How C';l'll I oosist !lr:f o:hild in -do'\r-elo:)ing 
at.titudes irJuai~cl 

13. How ei/Ul 1,1e lwl;) young childl•i1fr1 become honest 
cit,izen;:3, free :f'::t'Olll IJ.CejtKliaorf: 

'l,, now can 1,;e provide, ;L-,.toroat.:i.ng e1~ioneeJ1 in. 
music:, art, and li:to1 .. :.:t.w·'<1' for our c:ht1 tlz•en'? 

ll..... t:l:J,n 1.s,'e help the 

15,,. 

reeret;l,tion'i' 

f"tr:O. t11-e r.:1oitt L'1\1'Jor:t9,i1t 11:isic p()rsona.ti ty 
noocl.Jl of th~ yot'1'lG child't 

l. What should we 0A"J?O~t o.f' a child a:t v~ious ~ees 
.;;1a1d i::21:::.t ii:1dividual difrere:~co{l sh{tttl.d {;)Jtpeeted 
't:ri'bhiu the fi?'Jn:il;t? 

Hot1 00.U I I~tce g, oog:inn.1.ng i11 holpil:ig '!JI;l chiltl 
t:t.'3o wi~e.ly'? 

12 .. How can. I hclp nzy child :t"egu.1.ato hie oinol;iona 
;Co:r mon't.~ .hoc~l th:? 

17. Hou call .I prov-lde expez•iencoo fer nr.r child that 
will rw:,,i1tcs;J.ly sti.Jaultttinz? 

6-. Ilow e!'lu wo become skillt"ul in appl:tiug child 
c1eve101)in:g inforrnt,.iori ~io otll' ·ol2il~t::1re::J. ~~1 

is 'ti-lo: .r!f;J..1:;;./h .. i<Xil tAt' pJ.l?l1r1 t r .3 ll,~tu>Jf1.tJ1 •· 
·Clli-1.cl •· .e-? 

2.5 

139 

139 7.5 

136 

10.; 

135 12 

133 

15 

l}O 16 

19 



2,3. Hov can I help 1'l\?' child stq with task until 
completed {a task that is not beyond his age 
and ability)? 

ll. Hov can w help the ehlld fool at ease in 
~ooial situati.ons? 

20. In th abseno r:Jf nursery s ool experience 
hov can I provide. normal social experience 
£or my child? 

9. What is the effect on th ohild when parents 
di:3agree? 

121 20 

115 21 

103 22 

9.3 23 

QUESTION 7 .. ~ TYPE QE INFORIM.TION y llI.§. GB.EAtEST INTEREST~ 

FATHERS? 

The questions o Pa.rt II with the soore and rank for the fathers 

werei 

Item -
19. Bow oo.n I assist~ child in developing 

desirable attitudes tO\i1tll"d sex? 

13. How can we help young ehildren become honest 
citizens, tr a i'r0t1 prejudiooa? 

l.29 l. 

2 

10. How can w deal wisely with the ehildts quostions? 123 J 

l. t should w, expect of a child a-t various ages 
and what individual dif'.ferencea should be 
expected wit.hl.n the family? 

3. \.1ha. t methods of gu1da.nee or discipline are li10St 
ef£ecW.ve 1n dealing vi.th pre-school children? 

18. How can I make a beginning in helping child 
use mon~ viaely? 

17. Row aa.n I provide, experi.enees for Jl'.G" child that 
v.tll be mentally stimulating? 

14. How can we help the young clrlld enjoy work and 
r . orea.tion? 

16.. How ean I help my child learn to 
e.nd deeiaio.ns? 

e choices 

4.5 

4.5 

116 6.5 

116 6.5 

115 8.5 

ll5 8.5 

.34 



5., 1:lhat are oome effective teehniques f:or ~d.ng 
a chilat n eooperatloii? 

7... How o~ we :prov-ld:e interesting e~ri.enoes 1tt 
mnaic, al"t,, and literatut"e for ,otr children? 

2) .. llow can I help my child atay '1.tith a ta$k until 
· e~eted Ca to .. s1~ that is not beyond hie til.ge 

and ebili~;r)? 

l.2~ Hotv ca1~ r h~p mg ehild r~i1.ate his omotiona 

114 

114 

£or goCid 1n:iitnt.al health? :tu 
8., · tfha.t are the niost ii1.1port,ant ~ic 1:,~sonru.itr, 

11eeds of the yotmg oh:Ua·, l1Ji 

2. now oon we 1ielp om" cld.'Jtdron 11eaome inltire,i~~tngl;y 
!nde;pe;mtter""t':· · 109 

;a., :i,1nat should be the role o.t pa.Teltt.s in alulcl'a. 
behavior and developme:ut? . 106 

1,:.,, H.0111 can I he1p rt!{/ child face realltt.r? 105 

11 .. ~A mu1 vie help, the ehil(l feel at ease in sooia't 
sittiat"ions'Z 103 

6~ E:0;1 can. we beco~ sld.llM in applying child 
develor_gnent intort1atloo ·to oUl." eb.ildt'en'i: LOl 

22.. bllu.ti\. :ta th.>Zt l'\alatien of p:i.irent ts hehav:i..or to 
ohiltt'::Z 99 

20.~ In the abaooee of w,wI,e1-y sehool ~xperi.1$n!le hQW 
Call I p!"Wid'e normal $O(ruu 01::.perl~noe for fif;i' 
~iJ.ild? 8$ 

9. 1,niat is the ef:feet on the child wlle1;1 pu.rent~ 
disncree? 77 

R .. 1:nk 
~~g~ 

15 

16 

17 

In addition to ~~.:rerlilg '!;he quos'ti.on:s ttet ·ttfi·· in th.e purpe,o,e or tb1$ 

~~· it was dee-ided to ma.k.e a eompal":ison bet1,racn. (1) th® t.otal amount of 



In a:rmwering qu.estJ,,on oig,ht .a. oomparison tla$ made between the per .... 

etmtaga of· :n~""ed deael!'ip·tions cl10ok:ed. 'b;r ·pa.rent.a. having only one child 

and th.Qss oo~ ~e than on_e cldld,. S:i.1,ilar ~if.Jons wre made· 

betveen p:,~nts w:itb a. high S'Chool education or less, and those having 

wm::n1nt, the media.11 income far the 'tot,al t-roup beillg $41200,. These last 

tw aomrt.11.ril30~1 were made in ortler to answer questions. nine and ten. In 

de1;Grm:tnil1g tb.e erit1eal ratio between the percentages 0£ t;he :respective 

~ps 't,ho i'ollOldng tornul.a aug~~o'tod b"J Cb.r.r•ott3 was u~~d. 

~h:r ?i!?'. ·-,··_·_·111-q'lfl(r. ~ 



c .•• • . 

d" 2 
f 

Pz 
QUESTION S. !!Q!!. !!2, D!, ANSWERS Q! !!!!1 CHF,C IST Qt PAREln'.S, HAVING 

ONE GBILD COMPARE WITH THOSE OF PARENTS BAVDlG MO THA OllE CHILD? ....... . ....................... --- ........-. ..........., - --
Tho data shows that the 69 mthom and fa.there bav~ more than one 

child shoved greater percentage of interest 1n 25 of the JI) numbered 

description:J than did the 40 tat.hers and mothers llith one child. The 

famiU.ss with one child shotred a greater percentage of' intere t in 15 of 

the numbered items. Howver st. ot those wre only slight.17 higher than 

the families vi.th more children. 

It was therefore decided to report, in tabular to only those 

dil'fereno:es which wore significant sta:tlstically. These are reported in 

a.bl-es I and IV. 

The families with more than one obild shoved moi"e concern about all 

the behavior r .esponses (in which there \ta.S a significant. diff'e:renoe). It 

wou:L be interesting to find out vrq these larger famll1es shov this 

greater concern. Could it be tba.t the number of probleras il'lcrease with 

number o£ children, or is it :that hese parents a.re just more aware 0£ 

theae responses than tho parents ot one child? Perhaps the parents of 

only19 children have more time tor child training a.nd ~ prevent some 

undosira.hte, types of beha.Vior. However sinc:e those response.a seem to be 

predominately of a ocia.l nature, it 

have had lii'ttle opportw:dty to consider this type or 118tlitestat1on of 

b vior .. 
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TABLE I 

DESCRIP.rIONS OF BEHAVIOR WHEREIN THERE WAS A SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCE BETWEEN mEREST SHOWN 
BY PARE.UTS HAVING ONLY ONE CHILD AND PARENTS HAVING MORE THAN OlfE CHILD 

otal 
ChUdren Number Number % Cr itical Degroe of 

-· i,.ri FP::!Ail7 Parents Checking , Chegkilyt Ratio SlJmi&iga.pce 

27. Blamos others for his mistakes, finds 
fa.ult uith others and/or accuses. 

26 . Always uants to be the leader, wants to 
tell others wha.t to do, is egotistical 
and/or brags. 

ll. Tells falsehoods, takes t hings that do 
no~ belong to hitl, is deceiving, doeo 
things he know he should not do if no 
one is uatching and/or misrepresents 
tacts. 

4. Regre::aJes to a younger ago level 1n ·such 
.ys e.G usine baby ~ . sucking and/or 

expectlng assistance with tasks he has 
previously mastered. 

13. Show jealousy, toasos, pester~ othor 
ohildren in family, show aruelty to 
animal.a or other children, is hostile 
touard parents and/or sbous genoral 
rosentmnt. 

1 .. Ancero easily, has temper tantrums 
and/or gets :mad easily. 

14. Shovs negative behavior, stubbornness, 
disobedience, obstinateness, refuses to 
com.ply Yi.th requosts Q.lld/or resents 
authority. 

0 C* 
MT O C** 

oc 
HTOC 

oc 
MT OC 

00 
MTOC 

O C 
MTOC 

0 C 
MTOC 

O C 
M i' 0 0 

109 

109 

109 

109 

109 

109 

109 

40 
69 

40 
69 

40 
69 

40 
69 

40 
69 

40 
69 

40 
69 

22. 50% 
65.22 

30.00 
68. 69 

22.50 
;;.07 

20.00 
49,28 

42 .50 
69.57 

62. . 50 
84.10 

62. 50 
82.61 

4.88 

4. 23 

3.66 

3. 35 

2. s3 

2.45 

2. 26 

O.l 

0.1 

0 .. 1 

1.0: 

1.0: 

2. 0 

5.0: 

{Continued on next pige) 
\A) 
(» 



I (Oi:-m 

Total 
I,as~'.?;i;iptio..,,s i:IU:11bo1" Ntuabel' f; OriticoJ, D@g:i?e~ of 

""" 1,\11;,,hr P,l'>~"O'"i:."' Cr·"'C1"it'r• Oh,,,~l~h'l'"' fl.,.,t·~-"!, S·hmiflc~ep 
~R~,,----1:~'-~·~--,,._.,,...~:~-~---:~.1«-..,_~.!0J,4".£.~~~~,:;,;,~~,<:~~~~1,;-~~--~~..;.'\,_~~._,.,!.<fl~:~~~~-~~~-~,.'!itt;,,,., __ ~~~ .. _.: ... ~ 

1'-~ nt~i~,.,.,,_ ~n·J·.,,:,.-.r,,c,.l.,·· ('~ _l..,,.fil V,,;4'1:,,1\~~111' ~-.,,. . ...,,.-....,.&, -..,.o·i_c1 !·,~•\:"'.,. 

ll.,'1¢'ll"i.:ili:JS l.llG, 
sl~ 

Sr.ci1£ .. 

2,~ UD~)S 

tI\litG 
1.stn.6·u .. :i,ge,i UJ:'zr:.1esi:;:abl,:-;, 

."·. nil/,..,,, t;;.:a-~.-J+'--1,/ V,--

fot2.1;1d 1yi~hc;1•s, i:::1 bot:;$toi~ous 
101''.:i~ 

ti ~. 
·i,J V, 

M '.l' o 0 

,o C 
¥( 'l; 0 

109 1..,0 17.:Jt) ~1.0f~ 
69 J4 .. 7'3 

109 li,O ;JO~OO ;? .. 05 ~~:,.-

') 

69 

~.'.'..s·~-:,::,.,,_~,~.t,""""11,!..-''c,·~oc,~;.,,g,,qR-.>'-'-~.~·:"'"~~~:W-: .t·:/iti~11J!l.\ P~·:·--:~~·~/~<:';,:C;~~ajt..r~~Jiii,~'f~,'~7,4\;';-'(".>,,,,~,u;,.~~~-Nlfj,\!!,l"/'.1•Ji••••••!,'.';o~~~·~.\(Y~•-~-,';"C:~,·JI.~""""-·':~·~-~~~ 

* One Ohtld. 

*~( Cr110 1~-:t kYJ.ntily,,i 



It ·can be noted on Table IV that the on'.13 question 1n Part II in. 

whiob there was a. signif'ieant difference according t.o the size 0£' the 

family was the question about the af"feot on the child when parents di&

agree. It was the families. with one child which showed the greater 

percentage 0£ interest in this question. 

gUESTION 9. HOW m_ I!ii ANSWl!lf!§ Q! CHECK-LISTS Q!: THE PA.RENTS WO, 

HAVE At.tP!!)ED COLLEGE CO 1PARE ml! 'l' OSE .Ql THE GROUP WHO H!m. !QI ATTEND

ED COLLmE? - . 
The 17 parents vithout collage training shoved ioore ext;remes 1a 

int&rest. either higb or lov than did the 95 with college training. The 

items that. were definitely higher for thia group were feeding problems, 

negativism, and egotistieaJness. Those items that were extremely low 

were toilet training and bad language. 

The parents having attended college showed more interest on thirty 

Tables II and IV give the numbered description in vhich there was 

a. signif'icant. difterence between those parents liFith dit.ferent educational 

It vill. be noted that the college trained parents vere more oonaerned 

w1th bad language, toilet training and learning to get along vith other 

children. 

The only item 1n which the tami.lies with less educational background 

were ignifieantly more concerned was oleanllness. 

In Part, II the e-ollege trained pa.rents were less 1:D,terested in 

regula.tintJ their ebild1s emotions for good mental heel.th .. (See Table IV) 
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TPJ3LE II 

'l",t;•;;•ifiV)I''h<\l1'{:a .. t,J,;' .. 1",fi' P.·1:;o:t'!'ATI'It'W} (.<nn qm r·) u •... iTl,''0:1'.f''T.i' '\.1 'P!.-f!?f),17 J:\ r:run,•vr•1.;•"7f\li r.,-,,~.· 'tlI1'.i"li'W.f,.;r1)"1W"Tr ·t;l. 'l:Jlfi'll,m'l:i'I(f .U~J.,.1,. -I: 4,A:'\iofl:l~vl V.£- ~l,~~y ~\ . .., Jf.t;JJ. . .-~ . ~J'4l!,;.i-A-~J,.J.'.:£ ..,.4;~Lw.::t ..... ~ µ.J:,,,y;t•J .J; •Vi+'lJ-1.f:4_ ,.i X ~ ~~J:11\_J.,1,,;i .tJ1,;tJ.,i..'1}L~ ... ,--:: 

IHT~~!Sl' SHotiU lBI eou.,EOE NOl~...(l1;)LL.'mGE '.i'RAII;iED FAPJ'!iN:i'S 
~~~~iur..,.:,,,,-,_Ol',\,~~.----4\'lo>.~l'!c:~';;!'.;.~--~~-11o,,.~,,-,nx,is-.~~~~~;8'"-~1.~~.a,,;~*"1~~~,,,,.,;;;.~r~~~-~~~~;;,~,;e,~:""-~;~~~~~,,~,;;-~~--~~ 

I1GG=ree Tcrt.al !·lumber 0£ ~ Check ... 
or E.duea-.. Uu."nber l~""'E:nt,s ing Int. C.ri:tior~l Deg.roe of 

~~~-~-~~-~,-~~~~~=~n•~~"--~"*~~·~q~=-~--~~~~1£!~~--~~-"---~q~j;~~ wi!J ~iUm~~W~4J~~u ~!~ .. -~~- -~-~~!t!~q~~~ 
23 • Use:J lO,ll8t'ID.CJ0, :.1.l'ui t:ltos undoi:d.rablo 

'tl\:i.l ts f'oUlld .:t.n. ot,hei,s, is bois·!.;ero~ 
a.w'l/::xt• 

10 .. Wets 'bed.* :Joils clotl'.l.l'1tJ, ha-s .frequ.Gnt 
tiociderrt{J hqrond ~go. of m~eotcd control, 
is ao11atip?:()od and/or dialikea ao5J:1g 'to 
~ th.roem. 

25. Disliker; 'f.1Ctlhir16 f:;;.ce o.nd h,"J.nds, t1is ... 
likoo bat,h, shampoo, bru.shing teeth, 
wilJ. WO$" <liJ:o-ty c:Lothes o..nd/ or put;:. 
dirty obj ee'to in mouth, 

19 .. q~e:ts ui'eh ch:tld,,.."'en; tU\gs, fussc,o, 
whlnos., .:roi'uaoo to t,elk thirtgs out, 
,X!J.d/O'i"' .. :t'O:t'!.:t'.jQG to she.re .. 

(; !lh * 
11 0 T tt{,-

C 'f 
NCT 

0 T 
-r,.~, !'! (':1 
d v ,t 

(' C,1 
V l. 

n a 'f 

ll2 

llh ,.,:;. 

ll2 

:u:~: 

95 

95 
l'i' 

95 
17 

'95 
1'7 

4S .. .36 
11 .. "/8 

J;l .. 50 
.~ t1'1/\ ;,. ,;:i,c.., 

41.,05 
70.5{1 

;o .. ,·'f ,I •. rv 

2:3.;2 

3 .. 9)~ O .. l;C 

J.5'7 o.1?i 

;i .. lv~ 

·-~ .... '.Id r~';; ') 5;') 

-~~'(li"Af! '1llf71$ri~,:;,,,r:ar,;~~••qill.~~·-;.,.;;;,w,.~:;;.-a.!o'•>••':a•,;.r,,;,,i;•,••l;t~ . .;l'~~...,_~.-~~-~~.~-..t,;..c;Qt-~~~...-.=~-.:::nc<,~-..._.~ ... t.· _at -._;.."*~'lff~"-"~~w..,.'i'_;,,~-~~s.':t,~~,,:r:--,..--:.-:, •. ,:,,,;w·,_~..,..-r~c-c:s-~~.a."""~.tre:"ia=~~~:, 

·i" 0t)l_l.cr;o-

t;.1~ 



QUESTION 10. !!Qi m m HIGHER 

1'0 THEm CONC ....... ....... . . ~ 
AND INTEREST ,Y! ,..CH..,.I .... I...,.D BEHAVIOR? 

The lowr ineo a group shoved a. higher percentage of interest in 29 

of iilie 40 numbered descriptions. Table III gives the numbered descriP

tiona having signitieant dif.f'erenee between the two inCO' level groups • 

It. . be seen from this table that the lower group sho"W'Od 

re concern on o.U the i tams in which there was a signif'.icant difference. 

On T hle IV it can be seen tbe.t the only item ot: Pa.rt II wb.ieh 

approached significance was queetion of helping children use ne,r 

wisely. The higher 1nc0Ille l.evel group showed the high p cente.ge on 

-this item. In tact this \!'aS the question of great.est interes to the 

. 42 



TABLE III 

DESCRIP'fIONS OF BEBA VIOR WHEREm 'l'HmE WAS A SIGNIFICANT DIFFERENCE BETWEEN Ilri'EREST SHOWIJ BY 
PARENTS FROM HIGHER AND LOWER INCOME GROUPS 

Total .% 
Income 1;\llllber Number Number Critical Degree or 

. . , , Level Pa;:epps Check!!!8 OheekiM }!a,tw ; SianitiQAAeg 

9. Will not stand up for own righto, unable 
to def'end himself against verbal or 
physical attacks and/or appeals to adult 
instead of ata.nding up for himself. 

37. overly- dependent on others, not happy 
pl.~ing alone and/or cannot amuse self. 

33. Ia not a.ff'eetionate, doeo not like 
attention, is auspioious tmrl/or a.hows 
:marked dislike for a.n,y- porson or thing .. 

.32. Faints, holds breath, grits toeth, 
has oonwlsionn, twitching and/or tics. 

.30. liyperootive, restlesa, irritable, 
easily over-attm.ulatcd or upset, . 
fidgety, shrUl,. excitable and/or i 
emotionally uusta.ble. 

exaggerated interest 1n radio 
, comic strips, movies. 

17. Shows insecurity by habitually holding 
on to objects, olinging to adult, r 
tuaing to be left, requiring consta.nt 
companion.ship; running awe:y, mak1ne 
bids for attention, crying tllld/or 
over-.a.ttaebmant to person or thing. 

* Highor. 
** Lower. 

H* 
L*~ 

H 
L 

B 
L 

H 
L 

H 
L 

H 
L 

H 
L 

101 

101 

101 

101 

101 

101 

101 

49 
52 

49 
42 

49 
52 

49 
52 

49 
52 

49 
52 

49 
52 

32.65 
67.37 

.30. 60 
61. 54 

10. 20 
32.69 

10.20 
28.84 

32. 65 
55.77 

20.40 
40.38 

JS. 77 
59. 6.l 

3. 

3.28 

2.88 

2.45 

2.41 

2.24 

2 .14 

0.1: 

l. 

l. 

2.0 

2 . 

5 

5 

f;; 



TABtr~ IV 

A fSIGlt!PIO/U:Jl' 
Fiti\i.tI4j:, l!:I)U~x\'.fIOlJ 01'' 

;~~~~·';:'li,;~J'.t-s'~~~,o_Q-,~~-{.tt,~~""'°"".,_~~~~~,'lr;,<~~~~....,..>lo~--~ .. ~,<':~--~~~~~.>:'°~~~-- -.c,,lfi,;."-:.0~~:,:,i.>'~:!'"'4!·~,;,,~-,,~-!,'.-~-~.,\._"~-'rt',--~-'-Y~.,__,,._-~'¥.~' 

· IlUlilb~r 
:11ota1 
nwubei• 

Po.rc.nrtrJ 5; Parvnts 
Cheeking Cheek:1.11.g Ori Det::~ee of 

~~~~,:-~-~~~---'>~i~~~~~_.~-~~,~~3'~~-~~~:.·~~-7~~~-~~~,~~~-·~~-,,-.~--;<_~"e,:~:.~~)l.-l:~~1!~~~£~:~1?A~~i)!9ot_;;~~~-~l.~~~-.. ~---~~~-IJ~;~;l;:c~tn~e~~--~-

Chil.c'lrcn 1n... F4.l.tu.l ,, 
.,..,,c•-aeH·'""~~-~ = ....,,,_._.,_,--~-

9. ori tho ch1:.ld oc 
11 T O C 

1:klucat:to11 ~--... -~~--
l2. ifott e,i:.11 ! help r.~f J..~'Ogt.Ur~t,c 

m~::i::ital hoa:1.. tM 
,,,. ''.··'. 'U k 

l·.'.·.··'., . {:]-. 

hit~ fzJl" 

Hotr c.a.n I 
rnti" 
"ltl tv>e 

ii !Jo{titir1l11,1,:; 
:mi:>i.10:V' W:i..S1c)l 'V? !"!' ' . -~ 

i.tt 

UCT 

Income ~-- . 
H 
1 

109 

11·.') 
"' 

lOl 

l,j.; 
6) 

95 
1'7 

49 
"'· ') .,,r(;oF, 

~"7.50 
<'(,! )1 t)..,.,:.:. 

::~.:m 
9Li,.ll 

95 .. 91 
34.lJ. 

2.;r1 

1~ 

l .. 96 

1,1. 
1'<> 

7 J.s}}s 

7 ~.nt 
~~~s_><-.,.,:,,,.,,~~;,-,e:;,;,~c;_«..'c'*,l"'''l:lhwi~~~,.,-.,, .. "'1<.,:;';Q,..,,:H .... ,..,.1;,11,,'r'(="~"'-""'*"'-:t:~~~ .. -,..,~, .•.. "4E"i"''~r.l,'l<,.·~~~"''"~ .. *-"'"t,-"~~i,:~~<'1,..s:'-r,l,~;-..;,,~;""~•~~~,«~...-.,.,,*""~''~~-1-,:,..-"1L-...... ~~,.:,,,.,_..,...,°"."""~~...$:C:~""C~,.i,'"c.Jl."'0;_"*,i:';O.""~:,es-~.4-;4~T..;,,~~""' 



l. The d.-eseriptions or behavior v1ith wbioh tl:le mcrt,.liers, th~ 
f<l·l.,hai"st and '!::.he mothers 11Uld fa:ther/;J eorab:tood a:re most 
®neerne:d. relate to ~er, ca.ting behavi<m; .azgress111e 
behavior m1tl refusal to comply. 

2. :!:be .mQi;.hars 11ere so:mmrhat more eoncE!l:'ned than the f'a:tJ:ie:rs 
in theu-, children's behavior 'fJhen they ~e :rtli!e and 
Q££ensiva 't.¢' ot!ier;:;, wh.en they tend to wi'thdra,1;, 'lilhen 
th:ey regress or behave in a 'l.nbyish manner, when th<JrJ do 
not meet;. t,he:lr moth£1."ts expectations o:f them and ·when 
·they a1"0 h1'.[)er-aotive il'l their (the m.othez•*s) estitnation. 

:,. Tlie tatl1er.a. iret-<c,. more co11cern:ed tllan the mothers mtl1 
cieceitM.ness,, $peech tlis:orders, J..aek of affection shown 
by children and 1,u'.lien their c1u.lclren s.eem to• oo sol£ ... 
eon.':lCiO\'l$ y 

l;,. In addition to the descriptions of behavior having tho 
four highe.st ranks, (listed above) the mothers and 
.to.there sho\ted a similar conaei"'n for what they aeei.uad to 
cons.id~ tttoo much curiosityir and itJh.en t.i1e chilcl is too 
depoudeu:t on ot,hCJ;"s. 

5,. The fat,hcr's h:1:terest in the ehild behavior described 
. in the eheal:)"'list cqua.le:3; that of the 1.10ther1o., 

th It:i. contra.st, to the similar il1·ooreat of the paro:nts in 
Part I of the ehoe.k-list, it w.:m f'ound tlmt tho mothers 
wore siguifioantly more intereatod in Part II than 
frero tl1e i'a.thers. Pm"t II co1wipts of.' queotiQns oon
ocrni!l& child devel.opraen"t; il'.lformat:ton. 

~7 ~- Hhc.n the m,:r&hm>ia' a.nil .fathers' weiehtetl soorep 'tiroro com
hl!!.ed the questions o.f most :i..nterost to this eolnbined 
i,.fl"Ot:lp w~J:o those deal.; ng 'trJ:!:rb. smc education, metl10do 
~.? &,,,;A~nn~ ~~~ h~n~M.:.,.... . 
~-1'.W- ¢¥h..-~~A,...e""' ~'\/,I. UY "'Jio-"'-·iiJVi:f,.. 

Et~ 'i'ho :mother,, uore most interest-ad in teahrdques for 
gnininz 11 child 1s coopc:t"'ation end tho fa:tl1ero were I.10{;lt 

inte~!ffted in. dovolopi.P..g aosirablo at.ti.tudcs tow,:i.rd ee:r.;;. 

11he ,1ul';)stio!lll cf 10'.lst il1t.orost to th.a oothers and 
.father$ w.ike ,1oro co.ncerr1i.11G the .effect .on the child 
waen l:lal~ts disagree, and hou to provide: for the clulcl's 
social d~o~-oont .. 

10. 1reatment. of the data according to size of the f awily 
roveuletl tho.t the femiJ ioo with tlOl"e than one ehilu. 
\tero sie,-nificantly !.l.Ore eonce~ed with eerl;::.1n hch:lVior 
.responooo than wcro tho i":.:Utzilics tJith only O'.llC child .. 



'll,ese reflpouses dncl.t wi:t.h .i\1\ll t finding, egotistical
ness., d~ceitfulness,, :regreGsion, jealousy, anger and 
1tVJfl.i~:ti.1r1ool~ 0.lnittialr~oly, 111 Pa.rt II ot the clleek-list 
th~ far.1ilieil "11th non1yn children_ t-TeNI significantly 
more intel;los·t;tld in the c1ue~3tion a.bou:t tho effect. on 
·Mi~ ,ch:Ud i1hen ptn"eitti) dia!lcrra,,,, 

ll •. The, p,.;?t'ents having td,·hendocl O{')llege were .significan:t;ly 
more concerned t-Jhen their clu.ldran i.t'J.tate undesirable 
·~1'"&:lts f'o~ld in 0~1<xt•n, in ·toUi::tt tra.ininz and i:n 
.eh:U.tll""eu's qn:arrels,. Tho r~enta 1.:1!:th no oollog-G 
t:ra:luirr,g were ~ore concerned about ·thl;J parso!l!J.1. olemu.i
nes.s of' ·t;boil" chilc1rm'l. This g.rouii 'W'll.s also 1n,o:r:e 
mterested in the qu.ost101a of r;iental hl,,)a:t.ii;h in Part II 
!()£' t..\c clulek-lirJt .• 

12,. The loner mcoi.'110 ~otw 0£ 1:-l:ll'*OJ'lts were signiti~.ntly 
tiCfl"e cona,i'i1"1.1od. 1r!'1.ih tho ohlld not gt;..'"Uld:i.ne up for his 
m.u · rights, dependm1cy, ausp:t1.1im10:nem:1,, byper:::.etivi ty,. 
~~gGJ'l··1zttod interest in mdio, comi.es and moviesi and 
'Mlhen the child f'eols. inseeure. Oonve.r:sely, the o~y 
question of Put II 't'lhich e.pproa.ched sif...tn1 ficanae w~~ 
i'mtr to help ohll<lron use :monoy wi.aely. Thi$ was of 
1001:~e intm:-cst to the lai,1rn iol'J from. the higher income 
~cOU,Pt 



VI. IMPLICATIONS 

'l!he Pl"Oble.ms ca.using the x.,st concern 1n this stu.dy &eem to be more 

of' the resistant type of behavior. 1'hese are types of pl"Oblems that 

might slow down the da.U,, routines or might oauae the pa.rent some inoon

venienee. Thay would probably indicate that all of the child's needs 

are not being met and he is fighting back by anger, feeding problems,. 

aggressiveness and negativism. Since this study does not deal with 

causes w can only suppos,e that these problems found to be moat oom100n 

are due to the kind o:f .mana.gement. the child receives. 

It 1s interesting to note that the problems having a physical basis 

a.re of very slight interest to thi.s group of nts. In some of the 

early studies this type of problem loomed large in parents t coneern. It 

1a encouraging to note that perhaps parents are more enllghtened in pre

venting this type of problem. Hovever, this difference lllaY' be due to tbe 

sampling of the stuclY. 

The low rankings or the social problems ea.uses one to wonder it it 

is the ages ·o£ the children that ca.used this ltiok of intereat- in problema 

of ocial development. 

The cooperation or the husbands in. this study ndght lead one to 

believe that the fathers are more interested 1n parent education than 1s 

generally supposed. Pema.ps the research that bas bean done in parent 

education and child study has neglected this a.venue of approach. 

The mothers' and fathera • ditt'erence 1n interest shown in the 'tw 

types of information on the cheek-list ma.y indicate that the moth~s 

have spent more time studying behavior manll'esta.tions and are now more 

interested in the positive aspects of child development. 

The types o£ behavior £ound to be 0£ most interest may indicate a 
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need tor mre t.re.in.ing in how to et ¢b.ild•s nee in or er to prevent 

this type of mnifestation. It may- also reveal a nee-d on the parent 1s 

part or recognizing phases of grovth. 



:would he worth while to b0 ablo to cv;?J:Y it, ~-t:.lio1~ by bnilding resource 

ur.rfi,s. 01· pl,~:nnc actual progi"'~,.t.ns b-ssod on tho to1:>ica O'f most :u1t~.r0st 

·to pa,l''lJ?ttcf;. 'l.1he witer feels tI11t t;hero is e. need. tor t1lr:>re effeoti'W 

pat"'e:r:i.t -eduoo,tio:n p:t:'o~:uriS. It i~ e..J.s,., felt -tt~t muo.h could bs dono 

s.long the line of' helping p~.rentJ.S deal with proble11lS eonstructi:vely,, 

sea.rcM:ng f;('J!' un:da:rlying c·insea,. and helping pa.r-Emts t1i,.,de,r;;ito.nd their· 

nr::ieds as indivi.d:ua.ls. 

It, vould be interestinz to C.JJ:n"'Y out a study of tlds type U$1ng a 

'tiotdd also he of value to ma..ice oomparisons ea to ages of children as 

related to parerit; 1 s prohlerJ.S. 
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A CHECK-LIST OF 
PRE-SCHOOL CHILDRENIS BEHAVIOR RESPONSE.S ANNOYING TO PARENrS 

--prepared by LaVerne Dryden 

People who have the responsibility of building study programs for par
ents are interested in finding out what kinds of behavior in children 
annoy or disturb them and behavior which they would like to understand in 
order to help the child in his development. If you were planning on par
ticipating in such a program, which of the following types of behavior 
w<:>uld you be interested in having discussed? 

In this study there is no desire to know the interest of ~ny particular 
parent but to know the interests of parents in general. For this reason, 
we are asking that you do not put your name on this check-list. 

Please read the following descriptions of behavior and place a check (v) 
in the column which best describes your degree of interest. Although 
your interest may vary from item to item within each numbered description, 
place your check mark in the column which best describes your degree of 
interest in the items or any part of them with which you are the most con
cerned. 

For example: In description No. 3 your child may suck his fingers and 
not do some, or any, of the other things listed. In that case, check the 
whole description on the basis of your interest in finger sucking. In 
other words, check the whole description on the basis of your interest in 
the item or items which concern you most . 

Part_l 
Child behavior about which some 

parents have been concerned 

1. Angers easily, has temper tantrums 
and/or gets mad easily. 

2. Anxious, easily frightened, fearful of 
new things, animals, situations and/or 
people, 

3, Shows nervousness through twisting hair, 
sucking fingers, speech, swinging foot, 
biting nails, rocking in bed, mastur
bation, picking at lips and/or twisting 
clothing. 

4, Regresses to a younger age level in such 
ways as using baby talk, sucking and/or 
expecting assistance with tasks he has 
previously mastered. 

!?egree of_!nterest 

I. Gr~at ,· Fair 1l' S1~ght l ~o 
in- amount in- in-

terest I of in-l terest terest 
.terest 

i--r 
I -+~-



Check-List 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

Seems to be delayed in speech, stutters , 
stammers, lisps, and/or sometimes finds 
himself unable to express himself. 

Shows withdrawing behavior such as day
dreaming, shyness, sullenness, moodiness , 
pulling awa:y from children, timidity, 
submissiveness, seclusiveness, . lack of 
interest and responsiveness to environ
ment and/or is afraid to venture out and 
find out about things surrounding him. 

Shows aggressiveness by being destruc
tive, defiant, dominating, belligerant, 
antagonistic in such ways as hitting, 
biting, throwing, grabbing and/or 
piriching, etc . 

Refuses to eat certain foods, expects 
to be fed, dawdles, at mealtime, shows 
variability in appetite, holds food in 
mouth, spits food out, pla:ys with food, 
deliberately spills food and/or has poor 
table manners. 

Will not stand up for own rights, unable 
to defend himself against verbal or 
physical attacks and/or appeals to adult 
instead of standing up for himself. 

Wets bed. Soils clothes, has frequent 
accidents beyond age of expected control , 
is constipated and/or dislikes going to 
bathroom. 

Tells falsehoods, takes things that do 
not belong to him, is deceiving, does 
things he knows he should not do if no 
one is watching and/or misrepresents 
facts . 

Will not take nap, does not remain in 
bed, slow in going to sleep, prolongs 
bedtime, is difficult to awaken, gets up 
in an irritable state and/or has other 
problems connected with sleep . 

i Great 
I in-
' lterest 

I 

Fair 
amount 
of in
terest 

Page 2 

Slight No 
in- in-

terest terest 

, ____ ...._ _______ - ·-----

! 
I 

i 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I - -- -~---+----··---
1 
I 

---·-- ---- -1 
I 

I 
I I I !- l ________ t-1 
I I I 

I I I I ---+ -+---1 . I 
I I 
I I 
, _____ --------'-·- -- -·-- -1 

I 

I I I 
L __ l _1-_____ J 



Check-list 

13 . Shows jealousy, teases, pesters other 
children in family, shows cruelty to 
animals or other children, is hostile 
toward parents and/or shows general 
resentment . 

14. Shows negative behavior, stubbornness, 
disobedience, obstinateness, refuses to 
comply with requests and/or resents 
authority. 

15. Has defects or physical conditions that 
might cause child to be irritable, and/or 
to be in need of medical or surgical 
attention. 

16. Calls people names, is impudent, fresh, 
talks back, "shows off", is bold, pert, 
saucy, rude, brazen and/or forward. 

17. Shows insecurity by habitually holding 
on to objects, clinging to adult, re
fusing to be left, requiring constant 
companionship, running away, making 
bids for attention, crying and/or 
over-attachment to person or thing. 

18. Unduly interested in sex, shy about 
undressing, enjoys exposing self . 

19 . Quarrels with children, nags, fusses, 
whin:::is, refuses to tall:: things out, 
and/or refuses to share . 

20 Shows exag3erated interest in radio 
programs, comic strips, 1i1ovies. 

21. Is negligent about picl:ing up toys, 
putting away clothes, helping with 
tasks and/or taking responsibility. 

22. Is over-critical, precise, smug, snob
bish, sissy, cowardly, is perfect 
little lady or gentleman and/or is 
afraid of getting hands dirty. 
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Check-list 

23. Uses bad language, imitates undesirable 
traits found in others, is boisterous 
and/or loud. 

24. Finds it difficult to play with other 
children happily. 

25. Dislikes washing face and hands, dis
likes bath, shampoo, brushing teeth, 
will wear dirty clothes and/or puts 
dirty objects in mouth . 

26. Always wants to be the leader, wants to 
tell others what to do, is egotistical 
and/ or brags. 

27. Blames others for his mistakes, finds 
fault with others and/or accuses. 

28. Stumbles, falls freque ntly, over
cautious, cannot jwnp, skip and/or 
carry out muscular activity expected 
at his age. 

29. Enjoys seeing others suff er, likes to 
inflict pain on self or others, seeks 
physical punishment or activity .that 
will cause pain and/or laughs at dis
aster of others. 

30. Hyperactive, restless, irritable, 
easily over-stimulated or upset, 
fidgety, shrill, excitable and/or is 
emotionally unstable. 

31 Lack energy, is colorless, underweight, 
and/or becomes exhausted easily. 

32. Faints, holds breath, Grits teeth, 
has convulsions, twitching and/or tics. 

33 . Is not aff ectionate, does not like 
attention, is suspicious and/or shows 
marked dislike for any person or thing. 
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Check-list 

34, Does not meet standards expected of him, 
makes poor adjustment to new situations, 
cannot make choices or decisions and/or 
lacks self-reliance. 

35, Is shunned by other children and/or does 
not make friends 

36. Will not share or take turns and/ or has 
no regard for priority rights. 

37. Overly dependent on others, not happy 
playing alone and/or cannot amuse self. 

33 . Asks too many questions, is curious 
about too many things, gets into things 
and/or uses no caution in finding out 
about things . 

39. Shows indication of stereotyped behavior 
(insists on doing things in one par
ticular way) . 

40, Is self-conscious, easily flustered, 
uneasy, easily embarrassed, and/or ill 
at ease e specially in new situations . 

41. List other types of behavior of concern 
to you: 

Part II 
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Check-list 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

How can we help our children become in
creasingly independent? 

What methods of guidance or discipline 
are most effective in dealing with pre
school children. 

How much obedience should we expect of 
a child? 

What are some effective techniques for 
gaining a child's cooperation? 

How can we become skillful in applying 
child development information to our 
children? 

How can we provide interesting ex
periences in music, art, and literature 
for our children? 

What are the most important basic 
personality needs of the young child? 

What is the effect on the child when par
ents disagree? 

10. How can we deal wisely with the child's 
questions? 

11. How can we help the child feel at ease 
in social situations? 

12. How can I help my child regulate his 
emotions for good mental health? 

13. How can we help young children become 
honest citizens, free from prejudices? 

14. How can we help the young child onj oy 
work and recreation? 

15. How can I help my child face reality? 

16. How can I help my chil d learn to make 
choices and decisions? 
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Check-list 

17. How can I provide experiences for my 
child that will be mentally stimulating? 

18 . How can I make a beginning in helping 
my child use money wisely? 

19. How can I assist my child in developing 
desirable attitudes toward sex? 

20. In the absence of nursery school ex
perience how can I provide normal 
social experience for my child? 

21. What should be the role of parents in 
child 1s behavior and development? 

22. What is the relation of parent~ behavior 
to child' s? 

23. How can I help my child stay with a 
task until completed (a task that is 
not beyond his ago and ability)? 

24. Other questions: 
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This check-list was checked by a mother ______ father_ 



To Fathers of Pre-school Children, 

Much of the research work on problems of parents has been limited to 
the viewpoints of the mothers, 

In order to make the results of this check-list a true picture of 
these problems we are endeavoring to obtain the cooperation of the 
fathers as well as the mothers. 

We know you are busy but it would be a valuable asset to our program 
planning if we could have the fathers viewpoint on parent problems. It 
will take approximately 12 minutes of your time to read and fill in this 
check-list. · 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

To Child Study Club Members, 

For many years parents have been interested in better parent-child 
understanding. For example, the Child Study Association grew out of a 
child study group organized in 1888. Since that time an increasing 
interest has been shown in trying to solve parent problems concerning 
their children. We feel that each member of a child study club has 
something to offer that will be helpful in planning future programs for 
parent education. 

In order that we may determine which problems you consider most 
important we are asking that you read and fill in this check-list. We 
hope that the results of this study will be beneficial in program plan
ning for your study group . 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

General Information (no names needed) 

Number of children in family ____ , ___ ------

Ages of children in family living at home __________ _ 

Age of father ____________ Age of mother 

Number of years married ---------------------
Grade in school completed by father --~---by mother ____ ~~~ 

Approximate total income for family for year 1948 ___ ~-






