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science used by the 1";tJ.,ions inv;;,lved in the VunszutJ,an Gont,rov0?"sy. 

Finally, I '"tlet t.o thanlt the Unive1tsity of ill.i.r!.Ois and tl~ 

Univsrsity of l.~i..r;souri £or- J::ahinf ;;.vail;st.lG C(:;rtain p:r-im.,:1ry source 

materials which forf1JEd the fou.ridat1or1 in the J'.acts. of this thesis. 

c:.. r;. c. 
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f11~inclpa.l 5ecrGtary of ;;;;;t,.ate for foreit;:'11 Ji.f'i'air.s, he rettlnded him 

that. a proposal m.ade by Venez.uela on the 28th of Ja,nuar3, 13411 ft::r 

the Honorable Earl of kberdeen ITIDY now j1~.ie of t,ha surprise 
of the Uovernment of Veneeuela upon. 1-et'lr.nin.g that in the 
territory or the Republic a s.entry-bo:x. has beerJ -ereeted upon 
which the. British f'lae has been raised. Th~- Vooezuelan 
Covarn.rnent is in ignor.nnoe of th~ oi·icin url purport. of these 
proce~ir.gs, and hopGs th-at they f:JA'J.Y ;r'(;eeive ao•'ie m;tisf,1ctory 
axplana.tion of' thi$ action. In tho ,::esnt.ime th1i ume.rsignod.,, 
in cor.uplh.nee wit.}1 the instructions cocrirm:micated t,o him• urges 
upoa the i.t0nerabk Lar-1 of .(ibe:t•deen the nooe.sait .. y of ent-6l'ing 
into a treat.v Qf bounwar-ies es a previous stop to t,h,i fixation 
of limits,_ and bG~s to a.sk .f~r an answG:r to the .1 bovo mentioned 
comm.unica.tion of ~am.mry 2s. -

eotablishmnt, of Dn1' sentry boxes along th-& su~;oy line,. but did a.d'r.'J.t 

that Bir flooert Schomoorgk pli:-nted boundary po-sto :ftlone tho lino.- 'llds 

.a treaty be necessary for oett1na up a :satisf'r:.ct-ory bou..ry_dary, the treaty 

should follo-.:.r l":).ther t.httn precede tl~ oper~tion of' the survey.0 

1!'!1.e posts s-et up by t-he Schof!:'burgk survey "re:re re!f1oved in 1Sli2, 

alter the Venezuelan ei:,vcrnn~nt in.sis ted upon their rem.oval. The removal 

t>! the pc,st..s quieted r.£,tters d!ffi111"or s. time. Horrover., in 1844, the 

5 Cleve1W'ld., 2£• cit • ., pp. 5-6. 

6 lb~d., p •. 7. 
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f,1-0siticn in Utt: conLt'Ovet-cy an1 ti;pM o·ur ini:ler;and~nt sollcita.tion., 

35 arbitrat.ioti 1ught ~ cH::i,·,c12%l.et! to u~. 

15 

'~Jit.r.ottt ~ttGmptirtg e.1<;.ttndtHi al'fU!JJ:f,mt in x•e.ply to thees.a pnti.tions 
it [!J!q uot be ~se to SUl'Jtrtlst. t.b:et the doctrine u._po.n whi~h ,11e 
tt.;;tnd is st:r.o.ng and sollnd because: it..o enforeGti:e,nt 1.e ir:,portcnt 
to our pMee ~-00 saf"fty as " r.ntiu:n.6 an.1; is &a!l.c;ntu,l to the 
int.egrl t.y of <YUI' frr:,e inst,itut,io~.s er..d th~ trGn91..ri.:!. t:;c;intf:rnm.ce. 
at .our distir.ct.i:vf'o .f'ol'rn :;t govcrranent.,. lt. Wfi<~ intended to afpl,V 
to every atege. or r:,,-u.r· naUcrml life·, ~ttd e~n not beecir.1~ f!}t,st;l',t.G 
while our Jt!;'!,puhlie e.ndur~s. Ir tbG. balil11Ce of power ia JuiSt.l:1 a 
e~us~ for 5&alous t:r;_uety &:t'!:cing the ~,Jv-srrur-.'\:.nt$ of u~, tild '60t>ld, 
&nd a g,,ubj®-et tor our- ,ab-$:olut.e ncni:titE:t·f t.r-oncG $ non$ th6 L:i:S$ is 
an obs~n·anc.e of th~ :Lc,r.rc)l;; 16•:.Ht-trir .. e; t:i:f vit."il ccne"'rti t.c our 
=··"' _, ""'· "'••"' t "'"'·l.· ... ,.,,.,_,,,,""""""""'"''""""'t ) r-v-1.J•',V ~·~;:tJ \H~~ ;;J. ~,.,.y¥-~ ~~;i~t.~ ;Ill 

35 Cle.Vele.mt, im• cit., PP• 26H .. 

36 ui"'OVer Cle"l"tJ.nnd., :'.J.essage t.o Con,,:Il'GB~ > r::o.c(!'f.:H)sr 17, 189:51 
!i' g.i n "", l ,:,t• li'ilo.t:: "' 4> 'lr f'." .~ t I. '1' ;cQl':::e:::::fin ii.Ge l;O&l,!, f.~7II 1:·&,ri... ... , pp., -;.;1;;,,/-j"'I.J•· 
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political control of a district, as i;oll !,B actual set.t.ler;ent, sufficient 

to conot,itute 

.P?'Gsc:i:~i:ption is v.:,lid. until !trtlt 

disccr.r&rjl" ariti. oceupia ti.on .. n43 

further, 

Grent Britain ".'iere i.n entirf., accord ns to the provisions of e proposed 

Ve.nezuela on the sscond day of F'ebroor· y, 1896. fiio p::.r t. of the territory 

in disp,Jte ffiS rGserved froc:i tm a:rbit,ri.ition it created .. M 

4.2 Cl6vel:md, ~ cit. p. 275; Mr. ,jJ.nesr, Letter to Sir Julian 
.hmncef'ote, drJ;.ed July 13, 1896, llt~im r~e-l;r,,tions, 1896., pp .. 2:53-254 .. 

44 ClGvelend, Q.12• ill•, p. 2?6 



my !linc(;:r~ <,ongr1+t1.il.u.U.orae Umt thout, 
h,1,lp t)!' !'r1nndl,y pol1h,1re; ((rui your 

pe.oplJ:> heve auecr&t11ied !'HJ:elli.~{T. w~tth ji'C:l!l"' own fo:roo~ 
t.be &:i:"r:1r;d bn.'l~s i;hic:h had bi·oken in.to yow· cotmt?'Jr e:tnd; 

46 

46 
~1i r1l0~1£1.cy·., 
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lt is lf!f;I'Witily at,rar)ge thrtt a.r;,y intc.llige-nt person., r.rofe.;;;;cS.ii-;z 
infcrS:1-t.ion t:m public efted.rs., could f'nll tv Sf;c t.h~t ~hoo we 
t.iere,s.filivi,l;, int.firppstid in this cor.,l1;"0v~re7 it wt-s. hc~nuss U, 
ffl.i:S itt:?C~~ea1'y !,n order to assert, . .ie:d vinrliet:,to t+ prineipl~ di.5-
tinct.i'1el.1 Ai1erioon, ar.id in the 1¥.lirttwi1.mcE> of which the J:!Coplfl' 
ar~ Gove-rrf1!mnt t,;.f tl.it; Urtiud ciU±tes v • .ers pro:f'our:.tlly corHt€mcd. 

21 

rt fms bee(:"use t.hi.:; princi;:lo ~,~, G..")di?.·nge;tG.Cl, t.nd hi:,;c~us~ UJJ':.-se 
charged 1:'1 th a&ttdnltt..rat4.'l.s-e :ro:l;;onsibilit,r woltld not ~o;.:n.:fon or 
11.~lt:iet it, tht..t our Govo.i-~nt interporhtd. to ~!';':VCf1t. sr.y :ftu'thc:r 
ool.Qni~€ltion ot :\mvt"iC,i;!tl soil by· ~. liurr.1r,oon r~Uor1~ 50 · 
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tho Cl':J:!:Zlors, Spe.ln, r~d had ire tht. P'~s t prior to C€(tin.r th,:d. Inland to 

th6 Un1.ted St~te:s.:3 As showr:i abovG, 1Jr~;;,t irit,~in ,1_;;nin~d r:cd:. onli.r 



\t·tYrf:i l<t.,-ttE:1ri1-:1t~r1~~- {it~ sucJ1 :pn11sts a.m ,isre r:i,.t~ oc:eur1iit~ti bJt t~JJtttt.it:~.rt-1!:., 
e.n\l the St~tGit-r}e,rFJ'.l:'t,1 1n 15;,~tl c·',:rtJdn ind:b'i{'h.1/i.b to 

to $()ttl,i:~~1;UJ-tt]. f1:~cl~.Ji.2·iV\~lJt• t, 

Dutch. 

;, ~,.. '"''··'', r" Ii• .'l; · .• ;t ~ I, f -,.,, l 1' ,, • : . l'; / .. ,,,.e;;\ •· ,.,l,,,-tr ,, '-'r, -
fj';, .... t., .... , .... ,.!t:. uO ~,tan ,.h,H.H, ,w:t:il. . .,J.,,.;; A{;. IQ/;;.JJ, a ,..,_,,,,. ._,;z ,,,., .. ;;, 

U,t$ ;,t,etf-sE-.-(h!c\•;;,.r.:,,l to ;;;. D .;itch colc.r~y ln t,r.-i:i C:or·cnty.1M11, prc
babl,y tbut ir.nOiin t.o u~ fro.t:1 .J;:».,nlr:h t'tiJt.:.ords u,:, i:riti;;.,tinc tr·fil"e 
L·i. 161;.1·,,, La~:t,•s it, t}:fjt tht t,i,,:r·r.itn'ry r:-

it t rivt'r!' :l:tsclt,. n 
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J~nythinrr to .Sf.:,y Uiiiil"~Y 
r~1!&.ntf;:; mi,;tt.ht1r Sr,;(1.:ni:1h 
•• .,.., thfiY not i1;£ven 
~%'£\ IN::t'.l'.'U,tl 

1.r. 1674, 

This lcmd hr.a it.:l:, owf1 xitiga 2.nd row.;.;rn-
nol' rortut11(iao :z, :.;..:nything cc sriy 

thlthGr,. in~ic,·c:t.ch :,:..s t.h!'.:, i_?uikd1t'}@f'b 
.fortuf;tlf;.~;,e n~1t,ior)a. 

16 
(1~_.ftf;;,. ' 

t., . ..,,.,,/C.;,, r, ,, 1.-"' "18 '" - ,..o, ' '"'"'",i .. 

,::;celrr:d:, 
th ili !' r; tJ:e.:r lt..nrt:a. 
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21 
do ;a<, ............ ~ 

,. ,.,..,,.it, i~ tl':1 givG :,ou infi:;i1:•<:Ltioo that po~t-
nolcler of \iacut,"O and _:{nrucu: c,!'itr,l1 h6re day b~fore yesterd/iJly 
to l&t me knl:'JW th&: t .:i. r.a t,lon ;;;f L1Jlians .from up t.h0 0:rinocv 

20 
:.:est, J:ndi~ .i',rci:live:;,J, l.E,ttor tc P;h;ter 

\'tin dJ1r Jfoyt1en h.esen, Colony of tr,E tio !;iSse,;uiho, ;;z:ay 
14, 1714, the :Lutch J<rchives, !:h h Cor,'I':d.s~d .. on 2!!;, t~!.! 
Bourlda~ Eletween !!i:I~(;~:.urol~. ~. ;Jrit..i!.tb Gu:i~n.n, vol.II, pp. 2.!~0-241. 

21 ,_.b'.,,, 
,l,.. J..u:., 
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thEJ Congl'e.az or tmi-ens rmd to -a<.hd • .e.e th~ :i)utc.h rtl,pl"e:eerd:.1;.t.ivtii there in 
':)\'/l, 

.te-t,ard to rolflni'-1 afi'ai:re.,.;;.,.., Th€!! inst.r.."('.tion..~ t::::. this rJtivoy ~,,.ere: to 

out ,Pl~oh~t ~«i Utt'- bm.u:4;:r·1 -~s mt. ro.11t.ntioa~ f~"thet. I~ri· st:t1tedi thf;}t 

he ~d ~-r:d~d. all l,f;tt<~rs dur,ii:.g thi~ p~r.-iod €:It t.:b6 Du.teh .;:.£J.IBz~ito:r .t(.t 



ut_, , 

7 

t 

, 
nt ton 

• 'l i2., , ,2.3 .. 

1 ',.• c ·t., P:t• 26# ~-54, 17, 

l 22 .. 

77 83 ~ 



tJ/'adE-r f'J.n,et., but w:e:~1 cruelly ttJ.::o,t:r&atiftg U1e: t~rib,; w-he l:",&J."~ snbJ~t 

to th£ t-utcn rule.41 

e.nd t,.~e t.t:ee~ !it'lp fi'EJS. tlste:d August 9-, 1748• ...... t.!:Kmftt oot cot:;pletcd 

or sent ~til bd:,e in 1149. 4:t. 1t;, the l.etttt,r ~'?rhii'.'.h accot~;,;.r.J.oo th.:.:i: tS:J.Pa 

HaviD,g l>ritt&n to the -:}ovieroor- of CW1.:'u1a, tbr.t, if the m;s,ign 
o:t :fotmdln,f 8 .mission on t.>e. riv~r C,uyuni we:re · t:or-sir;t,oo in, l 
shti'Ul!l oo ohllg~d forcibly to oppose it,, he repii<.:id tti rre that 
eueh iw..r,s ~it-ticut. hia knowl!&d.ge (not U1c foLmiJ...int .of th~ rtew., 
but. the sit'Al) afl,l!: thi!'i:t.;. it should not bs pro~rmed with; and,. 
in r&ality, nothing- htt$ be,$tt done in th1:, tra:~t.t~r. Om the .m,1.p, 
you ,,iill !iwJ t.im sitG ~dtvd., as also that of t~-o ,,~~ alr~dy 
t,flt.eJ,lished. For six :~th.s l heve seen no lndlans f-ro.1'.:'.! that 
s~e, f~ th~t. i & .not~ ac~urfjt~ls' knon ~,ff.~ bOli~ maU,e:re go on 
th~re. . 

th.e::re .in f#il"SOO,, oo,;;;plf.jined t.o the Gfmpany vi" the, Spaniftrd$1 \:1ho tie:re 

fort.if;ing thi.5mnelvee fi'fje'l.-.y"t&bf):,Ni. 44 . '.:it,or,,,. vein Qr~'irG~.rrli;, glso ii:! t. this 

41 Ib~tl.i, pp.. J::J6, ;oo,. · 322. 

i~ eu•~-.. on- c'i ~ . 'I"!. ""j'l(J, """"'~~if'* .,7• 

'43 r;:_tt#ncts :!'roz;1 th0 Lute!'! Arc hi voo, o .. r4 ~ ~:., p!II 327. 
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'i'h~ a.ppr·otiri£ti.Q.n v:tst terr.H,f>l'itii;.~ the: r,rs;".rvi.,us 
c1=nt:ttr--y by th!\';. fi'..J:'fini::;;h sn.d ?ortt:1ttu~~io eff~otively pra,v{;J;ntcd 
the ~:>uteh · frg,i:J o.c.t-;;utr·ing tit.l~s b_y right of' hrrvin:? · takm 
fct?L?iDl pi:;,ss-~.:.mion; it i¥tl~ !<"Yt fdthaut r&tSc>n thDt 
c&rt.ail'.i o:f' ths Dutch publicists tM:.:r'l,y iri the s.eve.nt,ef,nth 
eenb.nsy ~ c;ld pl1":i:ec.ipJ.,e,, thn, t c,.f i;;ff&etivG o.:.,.cu-
t,B,tien.1, t.1:ecc~sar;;,"'l £'1;,1~ Ut'lii ,,c;,c,:,u::lsiticn of" lil(Yie1'-

1:rv~r, discc:v,eri'icl h,nd.s. 

\"'hec ll";t'Vid~:cllCt.'; the Dtt:ti~h, thc,y tiiSCtIV>0"rl;jd 
such lnn<l$, prhct.ico of. ot,h.;lr 
wition&; in hrJd. purticecly .forb:it/:det'l 
ermrtfar~ .. ~,, ~cq1u.1:G rt<tw ll'(r1:1.s, t.h6.Y rn~turally arJopt,ed 
""-th·"'"' -'l~.1.>:<'1"'"'~- .,,:."''f-'· ,<,.o, i"~_,.i.,;~,--,., "''"'~'''",c,,,:,..,,f,- ,,,,,,,..,..t,;,,.c,;:;; ..,..,, '·"' v ""'''"'~11,i i,,.;.>RY ;il,,;..~.~--..J! 1 Q·1..,,;~~~ ~ . .,,.r> '14,.,.a,,·"-,,l.i-~ ~, t:J -..J.~~*""""-·~.ror~~ i,,.Y-,j, v£..1t..,.;;,~, V',l: .f· iK,__., 

in. lndhs, concludod. 11tre.:d:,ii1s1r with th,s. ,:a ti;ve t!·:l.I;;,t,f'; .. 
. All. of tbt.'.lt:i:~ proeedlu:re~ ,.Jti riert(;(:t..J lly r&g.~t'tI::;d, fro;-;\ 
e,vitlfinC\fi1 t::$ s,yn1bolit} oet.s fe.r th1 nt.•.c;t:,is1titif, of 
vitH;ml; unr\O.s&~ttf.led 12 f"{l:Oplf: havi.:r .. g tiU'l int,:i;;;rnntior;al 

It \Yt'>S th,e u.nii'o:1:m 
p-uhlic sea•ivn!3:r Ol' 

of 

e:q11orGrs tc, have, :;; 
r,r 5.J. ton teD-t,is:1;or!$ of t:"ie 

the Sc:Xil£i sirrne,d ri'ur:H:,.1;,ct;;.s 
g;re~at.:ty ,U:fi:'£rccl 

tlie_y· ~tet~(; ec.H:1t.~id.~,r>tJtl 



l+l 

~tne Er:ttterit .of t ·tt]rTi torzl cr1~te·re{~t b:,: a for}r1::il t{fct 
W€}.S r.J:re;l:, ever uJJ,:;eificd with p:tecision. l'3e.lboa and 
L,.:.vila t,ook pots&s.sion of the racii:'ic Ocean a t)f nll the 
i$lends ru1d la:r,ds in adjoir,J.ng it, Hhilo Davila in 
addit,ion epecified w:hich th'.L? waters fvll illto,the 

~,,. f. "'·) .,. ... . , . l ·ii. . t.11.. 
l:.,outr1 t.-ea, thun tho :tciea of tnr::: ,uii,1:;1"sned. 

;p:p .• 

6"> ""' Ibid•, pp. 4lrlI5 

63 ~~01-e, Int.&rnatiom-:1 La-:, P1r;est, ,,ol .. l, p. 259., quotat.ion from 
M. Upehur, .Secretary 0£ State., to e!r. b'lli'.U:'Ctt, October 9., 181,3. 



tbout 

on 
thc:tr $(!\;(1,FGifJ'l, F1 . .:,tc t5 .. tlf 

tieser·t sttrtt:;, tr;Ji ~:.-r! f!O.$l:1fJt~.:~riicn. 
""t,rt . ..ti: ,,1? t",'"1·"" ""8'' ,.; ·')"' ".' •t+ · t.~fl .,. !;JJ t,·1,· •·,· b".or;,<'l: 1-.t ':f',1' .. ·- .:(; ,11·.;.: 'l'r.;~,...,_k_;·,l.._.s:, ~--""" ...,,.J,4.-4,_,,_, i;. \i - ~ .,.. 
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or ..,,,:, 
t ts. fv.r .. 11-;{}t' CL~1,w, 

MA:?':; 
by 



in 

or rr·&S{!r:it;ticH~~, fA I1e1\l.i~:~ vl}j t:tfl~$· J¥tiai~s 
title. ,c:tbitl'r";-Lors d1,16i, QXCLaolve 

t ts ~",c,11 :;i~ r,ctuL1 s0tt.lcr;;E:r~t 
o-~ tJJ. 

~;j_ t.h 

·, •· .. \}t::..on, 1,, crta:i.r:8eer,;ce 
,en/\ tt,::, °'xerdse or 

t-~-l'Jl'i trJ.r;-r H 
4..,'..r=, 

t h~ ir~t.tt; r11:;.1 t,,.. J . .f}f:l?. 1~ rule tt::icht be 

67 

t.o -



f:iit(i~ {)t1ljr S~) :f't,:t ;:;:s it (!:f-61&.tS :J pr-~n:t}~ifit)A)tl1 

~1:iu:hH;:;lont l'.v proof, t, hnt. ~" t.i.tle oxJsts.; doriv,J-d from hi:!'.·hzr 
i:::otlf'cea,; it deetrc;ys title only it crsato.s .: 
;pl'iJi!:YW::;ption l.h6t1 tiU.f:; t:ave b~t.2.n, :lt h.:i..s 
',}(;(;fl tl'M~f6_!'l'6d Dl~ Jt, C:red.,.€& El pte&U~lpti,~n ls 

until tt it gctt bJ ec,unt::.r-prcof 1 ti 
i$b•o1:1ger count€ir-rir;?:t:;ut1Jfrt,ion.1 l 

;-;,.•_,-,,: .. , 

virttts · ti tl{t 



If,, tbc v.::r..quist1~d: ~,fli;!:"IY is 6. atf, te, or ,1 coutits·y w;ho~1e 
e2::clt1it.iitre tis sov0:1-..111ien ctlNH' thr: terr:i.tvI'Y conc&r:ned 
h~.rve bee.n res;_;;.S;etoo.1 the conqut,ror is not., fit least ttt thEi 
priH::~1nt t..UiJ:'t, re.~.'fa'l':':rietl rs derit,;ing of ecve1·e,.i,gnty 

zzilitlH\1/' ~chif,;,V,t.n1ent. /:iltrouth t.he ·victor be 
~tout- ~\ 

r~.pp1·op1"1.a tG 1Jctior;, the 
e!o·,)s r.ru.:f5tie:e to 



74 
'For·,:;:t en 

t,~::, 

t.h12i 



1'o t.h~ t(sr-ritorial cor~trover$V bet.ween Qre[;1t Bl"iUtio and . ' ' 

the net:ut>Ue: of VeriG:i,Uela, .thus hrie.fly outlirHi;d 1 the 
United St&tE:s ha~ not. bt.M and, ir;tk~-~d, in Vl.,Gtr,: of lts 
t.r~.ditioml. pollc.y, could not be indifferent. 

'mat J/..rtierieu, is in no pal"t open t.o eoloni.~tion, though the 
proJiosition \.';;1:i.$:. not. un:iveraally adrd.tt.ed. et the;· tiJne of its 
fi~t (;Llunciation. has long been univ~rs&lly conceded. 7,$ 
ta.rG now eoncemEd1 tberG!ore, <.mly uitb thr t ~ther rrectic.t1l 
application of th$ i}or:.rne doet.rlt-m tnG disr~~Tf: o:r which is 
to be de-eroed ,e;,n act or un.frieodli.1oss t.o~ard.i ths Uni too 
Stet.~s ...... rt does not juetJ.fy nr~: llttempt on our f{)l"t t<) 
ch!~~ tho s.sl.a1illshed :form .of ~over.r.;;;~t of fi.t1J? American 
:stflt.e or to provent. the poopl~i of ~tu:.h st£1t-~ from a.lt.e.cing 
thmt form acco~in; to thei:r own will &rKl r•lmd:ure. 'fh.G rule. 
in ~stioo Ms but a singls pur-;os,t:: a~ obj~et.. lt u thet 
no :nur,0pean pot.Gr o:r combir~t1of.' 1'.;f i{ux·or,iti.nn Pf)',;lU:"$ sl'.~11 
i'or-cibly depd.vE: an AmEr:lcan S.t$\t.·-s, C')f the: rir:fht end pO't'i{:ol" of 
oelf ... &'(JV'Gl"~~t a~. of tmpi.n:? f'c.r jJ,t)€:l£ its ov~n ;politi~l 
tortt.mcs ttnd destix-:i:.i.es. 

l t,~r. Cloer, Lettc,r to 1t:rr. El;;;yard, dated Jctly 20,. 1€95,. [9f.Ri~r1 
lt~lat.ions, 1895, :f'art I, pp. 5/.li-5$6. 



aet .. 

".l 

fied e,iherence to this :rulG which t'h.:i-.s riEYVt;;;r been withd::rat,.n. n 4 

J:t is 211;;,r:,ifest tlmt, 1.i' c:. :r,ule ru~e been openly and un:Li'orr!ly 
deel:U'tJd an:ci acted upon bj· tht:: r:X€i:-utivc bri,.r.ch of Cov€..rrwient, 
for i:·iorG thEtt SE::VtSn.ty ye:.:rs nithcnt, c:q,r,z;ss r1:;r,udt,Ition by 
Congress, it r,m::at b~ ,t\Onclusivel:r :pr,~smc:£d to he:ve its 
.,,~ n,.,i..; "'(' j .:x:; ·~~ ·1-,;4,.,\:J ;.,4-"" 



'!'od<.i,lf' tho United i'St&t.es is pi·nd:.ict11.r sove:!'ei:;n on this 
continent, ""nd its fi;;,1.t is 1<11, upon su.t,,jcctt; to v;hich 
it confinc,s itt:1 inte:tpositio::1. ',:hy': It i:es not becr1u1:,E, of 
th6 pu:re .t'r:le.ndshi:, or 1~'.nod will f'slt. !'01· it. It is not 
bee;; u.se o.f it~. hi cJ:.fir.:"cter 11;::; a ci vi li1>c1id s td .. 0, nGr 
because wiBdnfl iir.Kl ;1uBtice and ¢E;(fuit,y or<-:i thE, iriVc. riatl.E: 
cb.Drt,c.toristics of the der;;:linf;:::, of !Jn:l.t.ed ;:.;t.ates. U 
is beet11.we, in additifi>n to ~11 nthe:r grc,unris, Hs infinite 
resQ:;JrcG>s. co;,ib:lnGd ·l'ti th its isola tE.·d po&i t.:i•.m r-.:ir1,d,3r it 
f:;£:r;.t,ei::r of the:: f$it,usUon mi,;:'! pr~,cticril.lly invul.nPir8ble H5 

iigc1inst ti.ny or .1tl'1,~r power& .. 

1a1 U:it::J ~d.vr,nt:e; ;1&s o:r thi.~ rn.pcr:ior.lty ar<:· one€. ir:,r,G:r!JJ;;d 
if pr.incirle btJ adm:i.tt.ed Lhat E.urope:;,n. pm.ers cor:.-
ve:rt, /.rn.oricru1 i:.tz-1 tcs into colonit',S or provim::tjs of their oM}. 

• .. • • one po;,::er nt::i.s pe:rmiLtc.·d hJ do cqlld not b0 de-nied 
a110U1ur, e,nd it; rwt incanceivr,h1.:~ t th~ strugr:l .. , now 
f(:.iint on t:·v;J HcvdslU.on J,f'x•ic,: LdgM. be trt•nr;1fct'rotl to 
Soutt, J1r;~f;ricr',. • 8 .• • •. dis& !:1:·tr-e;uB eonssc;;tien.c~s t.(~- th.e lh:rlt(;,d 
St~d,6k1 of such a i;::oad:i.ticn of thin,:::,: ;:.u·e obvi.ou~. • ..... Our 
or1ly r<:.td 1·ivals in pebce i:s wel:J, afi> (,;fl.(;;t:Ii.0s in w:::c1~ b~ 
found loeat.oo at cci.~.r very rioc,rs .. ' 

4 ~, p. 555-55•7,. 

5 !bid., P• 556. 
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6 
J.'.ct11""0S' doet.r111e,.. 

of' its 

.... ~. ..-..... ..-.......................... _.. ..... ..... 
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to 

if 



1 l.,t$ttd yot1r del:iv'·.e-r~-~ce ,~i \.ler1e;lUr~lf!fJ :::.,ff,:.1i1:1r; r.JJ/}f y-,~u 
left, ,:'fi,.. it' t thB best th'i.1:g the kind I h,r:e 
£',Vial' read trir.<1 it 1,:-Kids to u c~clutJ.icm t'.1~t, .o,n(; Cht)n~t 
es~,;:~~ iJ? hG tr1 es· •••.•. ,. •. ti1<~-t 
Ulti rr!Onl"06 dot:tdne aJ •• ,,n. 

i.~J, if tS:.1.tr;re iii t:l\Y'iif1l.11f of 
You th~re le a c:r•:Jr,t 

d·€lt:.l thee i.nd pla<te lt, 
dei"ennbl.a f'l"OtID:d than 

I ti::;lnh, cm bi .. tb:..r ;;nd rrll;:;-:re 
Qr~ fOUI' ft"G:,ci~lcClii$$0TS ... • • • ,d/l' 

;ir,,i_n(!; •. ' _- -, 

...... • t~u.t i11ti":;:.rnr~ :lf f\.1ut~dt~,t.i (;n'. t f?f£r11~r\~:.:.1 .. cc·:rts.ent 
of r,r., f;i,o.ns; ~l:r'ili no s tate{"Crll::.r:, h{·"sGV6:r <lc1n en t~, .-,:ir:d r.c ria t:t en, 

pc,werfu.1, are tti '.inn;?;rt 1nt,, UA, code of 
int~rn2t:lf):nal hr,; .:t· nr::nre.1 principle t,1-iich i,;;t,i:; nev.:"r t'EJ.'..'otr-
rd.Lf,d befr:re, ch hRs not since acc,)fPtx~d by U1e 

of othfc!' c:.owitr,v. Li: 

ll Cl~veland, 1..f;tt,sr te 1Jr. 
e_p:rodU(1·ed ii·t }iSlit~· iJt;t,.FJCii, V~,it;.i:£i 

12 • .. ,;;, t t t, I' to !:1r 
tor6iArr1 i.'.V¥1._.·. s..tions. 1E95:. Pr1rt ! .... 
.....,~..,, 11,(<li . • - ...... ,.. ~ c,I!' ,,. 



t 

ThEi dar:1.~rfi! 1,1r:t'S:insl which :Pr'.t!sincnt ~·,enror; UH·;ughJ; ... lt ritht to 
· i:;uard 't'ier,i;, :m;it, flS irna.fi:irn:.rJ ~is th<,f 1',ould s.G•;';nl at the present 
dr£y. .f"onri:.1;,t,io.n of t~ Holy Jlliance; t.h ~. Co..nF:res~e8 of 
l .. iybach tH?J ; thE, invacion o'i' ~pain l:":Pt,r.ic.s i':or the 
pil!:'pose of :!"orcin;['. un.on the Spanish JX::o.i:Jle a fo:rr1 of' rzovorn
r,:w.:nt which set~t-:,cd. like.l.y t.o disnppea.;:·, U..",les£l it w~s EH .. :StHined 
by extern:J.l o. i.d, i,;ere inridents !'rreh in of l:rG.sident 
gtmroo pf;.rned his (f,lfJ.11';1ted :./E;;;:sage. .. ., ••• 'l11e datlgers 
r,hich wer-Ei rr:kd brf P:eee!:lident Lonroe h<!'i:re no :n:-,L,t,ion 
t.<J t steJ,,?., of things irt t',hieh w~ live .:,t th11 pr,':';,sent •.•• ~.-But 

efa•cum~t:,.:ctee~; vdth ·;;;hich Prf.iside.nt :ionroe was de<tJling, ;i;nd 
tho.s~ to t\lhkh. th,; pre$ent fr:ierican Gt;.-,rnru1ent in Hdd.reseing 
it.self', hr,ve Y61\V few fGf,.tu;r;•{;s in coirJrJ>n. ' 



55 

i.ord Salisbury continm;.\d t,(} ma.k6 his decands upon ths lG:sser, wea.~r 

povlElr, Uie United Stat.es. Re showisd tr.at the boundary controversy 

heriiisli' in &!'ljf way with t.b.e r:1&tur,e of the politied institutions under 

which the ilenezu.elans- mey p:rGfe.r to live, 1115 w~s not ams;:!'4';lble to sueh 

a rfoet.rins,- even though it .should exist. ti.tt is a controversy l.'ith 

w.Mch the United :}totes ht.vs r.o appnr,u1t; praet.l<",,al t;oncsm.ul6 · Again 

in cle.ar and si:.:iplE> lmgu.ago, he e,::;rpli!ined awby the interests of the 

United ..:;tat.es vth en he said: 

The cU.sputed .. frontier of Venezuela has nothin$' to do 1dth 
any of the questions d~.elt with by P:r0sidE>nt, Monroe. It is 
not a quection of' the. colonii~a.t.ion by a Snt·otJGa.n l'ower et 
Bny portion of J..rroriea. !t is not. a que,stion of the 
imposition upon l.tie coi;anunl.tJ.es o.t' South lri-:_'G-rica of aey 
eystem of goverrut-ent devised in 1uropo. It is s:tmply the 
d.etermir..a tion of the frontier of a Brit-ish possession, 'idlieh 
belonged to the Throne of ZZngl.end tong befo!'G the Republic 
of VenGzuela ci,1,1;:l6 into existenoo.11 

to direct th& noYiaG in po1,ttar politics. He wish~d to lead the- United 

States away from the denge:rous and intric~ng game in 'iihich, by refusal 

ncm to dettlf.ind some sort -of a aet.tlem.')nt. from. Great :Jritain, the 

United States would discle.im any sphere of infll:t€nee or policy or· non

colonization t.s e:tp:ressed by Pri'±,aident, .ion:roe.18 

l5 J: .. la..i&\·, p. 565 

l6 Lioore, lntemutional ~- Di.~c..s~, vol. VI, P• 561 

17 ltoore, loe. cit. 
18 Hvde 1.oc_ ..... ·c·H: •• 

'#/l , ~· ...::..... 



to i1s,y 
19 

nt:tion!;.;. 



Jlt1t they are,, rn)t, pr-eprired to $3!.dm.it t.hc:,t; the I'$COi:\'flition of thct 
exJi'i,dlenc,v l.$ elothed wltJi the carrn'tlon y,1-,ich helong;:;; to n 
doct,rine of interna; tiont1l le,v.t. They a.t'C, not, p1'et,a.rGd to ackut. 
th,:?.t th~ int€::re~ts of tho Unlt(Jd Ste.tcs !iirG: necessbit·ily con
eerzled in every frontier dispute which rr:fl.y n:ri~H" oet.~1<h,n irny 
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tnr, c,f the St.:;,tc,s, who possess drnd.nion in the liestern Hot:.it>fherc; 
and ::;till loss ,,ui t,hey acc<,,r,t Ut<1, docb·ln1$ tr;;;t the; Urut()cd Stfctes 
~re Gntitlli:d to cl©irr. th:£,t th6:: proct,;ss 01' rirbitr;;:d;,fon r,hrll. be 
epplied to any den;;;nd f,:;r the :s.urr(~.nile;rs<.:·f t.01"1:·itf.rt-y t:>ne of 
those Stat.ss f:1dy mc:J'l'.f, ag.ninst ~nolh~r."';.,;. 

lt not be SfJ"Ji.r:,s t.o sn11g,,at that the doctrine: up,n wriicb 
I;e nt.;:rnd ii:; st:r-on::: sound be,c,!US<1> it.::J Gn-ft:n·ccst6nt 
:ir:portb,nt to O'Ul' pei:cci.,; s.-::Jf'.sty t1r: ti, ni'.!Uon, <l!id is es-
sen t,i:&l t.o thfi- inb.113'1\lty o.f our frt;;e i.t:1$ ti tut ions a!:d th~ 
t.rnn.quil imint!i,ntmee .of ,c:n1r d:lst:lncti:va !o:rm ,rr;vern.:nerit. 
!t wr:.c: intend,r::d to ::,ppls t,:, t,"11'(1'ty stage of ci,ur nation.al life, 
1iH1d can n-0t- become obsolct11o vkdle our I:.q:ublic endur·f;i,h lf 
th<~ baleno:e. of' pow~r is j'uc tly a CllUJSG for je:~lous tm.xiety 
~fHOng t.he .gov~rr,-1;,e,nte: t.11<'. old izor·lf., ar,d a suh.ject for t)Ur 

'T 1",j_r~ ?"'\ I;./ 7 
.J .. U '<.-i • j I.-'"'• ,.10 - • 



~onuiterrf~I·enc;,"',, nr.;n.,J ~.n o'b;;:,orWffZCfi: of 
vi tfal concern l.f.i f;:rur p(!;.cplt>i t.hBiT 

lt not hr£v~ be.-1u1 a•J1:nlU.sit in: ·s<> Jitartrt 'V,t>rfls. to eodt.:'· of 
in t.l'.l: l"l~";;ct tio.:riH1 lC't,, 
~~itiotl is ent-itl~d. 
enf t\:1:~ev1<;.nt, 

it r.;:.1e .iJ.l.l, 

Cttllt1CilS- .fitVO'rj{ 

Ct'}rt.-c~inl:s~ ,rJe..e·urt;1:Y i:t-~t tie.J:t;. -~;peei.!'.ic.r.1 l.:t £?-t~t~t1lt:1n~-:-A· 
• ,, ••• 7be J,!or.:r·ri~ d(ICt'.fi n.e i'indtr .Ue recoftni tion iu r:.r: , ci-

~ •. ," 4' 1" L.,c,,._,,_,,,, .. t;: , ,{ <')'''. ,.,"!.. 1,,,,., ~s,!'-'4 ,,.J, ,:,, ~,,c,, l,,.~l .. ~ >a (i'S'f""'.··. '". ·. <t},,~':"'~'.··. ~ ·.• + 1","".·.·. i, v,.. 4'JA.&.,,i~.:tsfi:,~, - 01..,-~2i .... <t;LJ;.. .t:.~H :td,U~-ILi., <-·, ..::. ~ ~,LY~:.t ~:-,-i.n: _;.., ..,_ -~V~y. w ... i ~ 

f;t;f.ry mttJ.~n t;;li~ll hn:v~ it$ .r·l.t;M,5 prntoct.csrl t;,nd .it:;; ju~t ehims 
e;r>""forci:d,. .:.:,, · · 

21{ 
~v·er Cl.ovelt,nd,, Message w Congrea&, :Dec~nbe:r 17, 1895, 

I.::.ct?lfi.i~ i!,h.~19J\S, ~ f.~~ !, fl! .. 5hZ-5li3. 

2~ 
:::> lbid. , Jl.. 543 .. 



dioappoint.ing,_ that the appeal of' the United States to the justice end 

mt1.§.r:1,!u:dmcy or ®e of t.be great pct.-ers of' the world re~.rding its relations 

with a power so w-eak and small had pi•odueed. no bett.&r result.. 26 

In the oonclw;;ica of his, address to Congre:as, .Preside,nt Cleveland 

said that there could be no dOUbt. as to th& cours,e le.ft open to the 

....... t,he dispute l1&e. rGe.c.)ied such u st.age ae to ro.ake it now 
incwrber::t upo.ci t.he United Stat.es t.o t.EJs(j meesures to d$ter:i:r.i.ne wi. th 
sufficient e&rtaint.y for its justification ""hat is t>ie true 
divisional line oot.Y.<een too llepublic of 1enezuela and British 
Guiana.. .. ••• I suggest that the Cor.t1ress t?nke an :adequate 
~ppropri&tion for the e:xpGnses or e, Carur.ission, to be appoint.ed by 
the Executive, who shall m..,ke t.he neC6SSa1'y invaetit~Uon nnd 
report the roo.tter with the 11::ast possible delay. vben sueh :a, 
rt>port is rr,a.de a.nd accept.Gd it, vd.ll in my opinion be the duty 
()£ the United S-t.E.t.es to resist. by eveiy neans in its p~c-r as a 
wtUful a.garee.sion ui:.on it.e rights mid interests the e.ppropriat.ion 
by Ureat Britain of MY' lands oz· the ex.ercie& of governtiental 
jurisdiction ove.r m1 territory which &\fter investi~:tion ,,e 
have determ:irtoo. of right belongs t.o Ve.n&zuela. 

ln mnking thed r&e0mrla1dations, I f!l:l !'ull.r dive to the reaporud
ltilities inwre.d- and kee.nJ..r rediz e all the consequences that 
imy follow .. 

.In the above quotation, f1rcaident Clt;vel@.nd showed· t.h~t it wa.s tbe int.~n

tio.n fl£ th& United ~tt.te.s to protect. its .own so:tGty, .. by pre-venting the 

26 Ibid .. , p.. .5l14 

2,7 Ibid.• p. 545 



Clcv'€!land•a ohjeetiO!:ts v'iere. .not primarily based upon the fact that thia 

r.iartieul&r pieC6 o.f te.rri tc,~ in the dispute be·t,wem v ene.zuela and Great 

in this itlst-O\t1Ce; would give prt.>C.edent to other non~iean .nations to 

ee(r.:tester other t.srritoi~y in the ·~estern flood.sphere. This sequestration 

ot "rri tory w-ould in time put the .L,tri.e.~Gc rmd troubles of l!urope at. 

the vr;;r:, door 0£ the United States. 

The v-lews of the participants in ths discussion of the ~nre& 

~t there. are circuru·sumces under 'mlida: n r:!atlon may justly 
inter:poco. in a cont:rove.l'61 to \".taeh two or mc,re other mtio.na 
are tJ:1.e direct e.i-.d immerlilf,te 1nrties it, ar;i. adti!itted reiton .of 
internatiorwl law.. Th.e doetr:t~ is -ordirt~:!rily ~xpressGd in 
terms of the ttost zer1&rt-1.l character am is p,.::rhaps inei:.pabls ot 
more ar:ieeifie stater.;ent,. It. ia dee.JD.red. ln substance that a 
:nation IJ.lhf avail itself of this :r-ight rtht;t~vor v1he;t is done or 
pror,osed by nn1 of the .r:arties primarily concerned is a serious 
~d direct 10011aee to its own in.t.Gt;rity-:, tr~nillitq, or we-U'are • 
.. ... • • rJe ;xre c.mee:·~1ed at t.b is tifr~, hot,rever, riot ao m.nm with the 
general rule as t:iU), n fore or it ~·hi ch. is peculiarly md 
di.stinetively hr~~rican. WashiI!gton, in tbs sol€.Ell sd.m.omtions. 
or the Far-ow-ell J1d.dt1'6&":i, explicitly wan1ed his caunt.~s:nm. ag--.iir!St 
entangl~;ents Wl th the politics ur the cont1·cversies of Zul'opeM 
po~rs. - . 

Loni Sallsbilf'1 said t.ha t the 1i:on.roe doet:rir.i& could not oo considered as 

a part of thG code of international. la.w, since it. was a wdlc!,t.e:ru 



The Govfil"~nt. of thG ttnit6d Z,t;ates .ia r,ot Gntit.led to affirm 
as r. universnl proposition, ,;.ith re..ferenee to a nucbe.r of inde
pendent 5t.1tea fi:J:" who$e conduct it assur.iss no %'f.Dponsibilit:.,r, 

61 

that its interests ;~ neces~rily concerned in wh~t6'Vel'" !:EJ.Y bettill 
~ho~e St.ate~ si.1::pl7 hsca~ t~1 o:; are sib.i£ted in tbs t,estern 
&iemi&phere. 9 . . 

and again, 0 'l'he Unit.&d States bave ~ rl~t, like my other oo. tion, to 

interpoee in MY contl"o-irer&y- by t.-,bieh the.ir own interests are attected; 

~ they are the judge ~0th.er tho~c interests a.re touched. uJO 

These :pronou.nee.meh,t$ of the tbr'ee st.£tes.m.sn reg~rding the l!om'oe 
I 

doctrine ean nll be verified by inst,m1ees in internt.ti.oru:J. ln which 

Sttf.;port tbe two r..ain divergent rlGw.s., i.. ~ .. , those of Cleve:l.and md 

Olney on thes ooo hand ttn~ those or Salisbury o.t::1 tht:. other. The solution 

to t:.h&ae views can be found in t.'.he a.ddrees of Ellhu Root, before tbe 

Jti~erio.an Soeiety of lntf-rnntiomal Law on rpril 22, 1914, es :f'o1l0Viis: 

'!"he doctrine is .'.not int,.e!'mi tione.l lt:w, but it rests upon the 
right of self.-protection, e.nd t;Jll;l. t rit}'ht is rGcot.:nii~d by 
international law. The. ric.·1.'.ht. ls tJ. necess&ry eo?'ell.2/t•y of inde
pe11dJlflt sove.X'tilignty:. It is we.ll understood t.hat the eYxreise ot 
thEi riet1t of $:&lt•prot$ct.ion lf'bJ f,;'fd f.requ~ntly does extend in 
its e;ffeet beyond the· limits of the territbrial jtU"isd.lction 
of the sta.t,e e:2.."f:t·cisirti:r it. .. ...• th0 ...... nrine.i.ele which 'Ufld*'z·lies 
tJ-g;; ii'40fll'06 doct:rine •• ;: • (is),.,..uthc d1;ht' Of C,\f~!'y SOVG:reig,n State 
to protect itself by pr&v,mting ~ t".Ondition of :>ffairn in ~'hieh 
it v,iU bG too lrite t,0 protect H,self. 

i,s the ~ora-oe doctrine neiUrn,r asserts nor involve.'3. any ,:ight 
of' control by th*':. United ~tat.ea tNer my iimerictn t"..OUo.n1 it 
imr...o:\'.os upori th,,f . United .e,t.ate,s no duty tm.rn:·ds Bt?l'()J.-'&.atl i'0Yi1er& 

29 Salisbury, !?R• cit., p. 566 

)O ~bid loe., cit. 
:.!;.._.;,.,,. ' 



to e::,:ercisc such t\ control. It docs :rwt cr,11 upon United 
:st.o.tes t() eolkct debtr-.1 or coerce. 

injuries. 

t,he t:rl.rt-J i" a decl::,ret.ion bt~sed upon this nr:tion's 
:right self-protoction, it cannot be, t.i·afiSrJ.Ited into n, joint 31 
o:r comm.on 1,it:?;clc1r;:d:.ion .h,;,eriean st.atee or aey r,nr:tbsr of • 

this disyute. t 

a.s it. hr,s ;,rpplied to the United Stetes :tts forc,ign policy .. 

dispute and its application in internatior~.sJ. .!.rJtJ_, th£\ conclusi.on is Uwt 

nsE:.d to founded upon a techniGDl l right 

o.s a policy of ,?,!'Cat importance 
~.,.. rs 

to the United States,.),.;_ 

,1ccepted by the nc tions 

of t:h6 present fort,ign policy of the United 3tates. 

31 Hackwo:rt.h,. :0:1..r~,:;st ot' _1nternr:, tion.&1 
- zl!- - • 

~-, p. 436. 



Th6 .histo.rie21l :revic.v.j oi' the Venezuelan boundary dispute traced 

ths dii'fieult!es r,nd &ntanglements which exist<l;d in the dipl-.omatie 

relat.!one incident to a1~riving at a. t:1utunl at,;reement for tho sett.le-

.ment or this. dispute by arbitration. 'Ibe urgent plea c,f the sm.3'11 

tration would &a.\"~ fallen upon deaf ears~ had not the beat int&re:its 

ot self ... proteetion for t..he: Unit,ed States been threatened by the poliey 

of economic i.1'1.per•if!.lism in regard to th.E: territory lying be.tween the 

E.ssequibo and Orinoco ri v·ers~ 

mediation by a Udrd powor, to avert an int.E>rnatit.rnal eatas~ophe1 

indicates the absence of morality itl these diploI11atic relations and 

t.he r€liance upon power polities by aggrGSS.fil' tiiations,, to gain imper-

t.his boundary dispute, is the1t, where imperialiarn is used by one country 

as its dominant forGign poliey, the best 1:1ca.n& of stopping such a policy 

agg.res-eo:r. However, in the cas6 of' this dispute, the ecunt.er-impe:ris.1-

1$Jll. policy of thn Ui:.it(YJ Suitt1s tv«as e,uppl<:.,,~nted by the, t.1.~front nat:ure 

<:>f the eeonort.Ji.c inpcrialiara cf Great Britain. 

controversy, is trie.t, as .n result or being involved on two f.ront.s in 

coUfiter-imp.erialism, Orent Britain ·was forced tp eoneede the derumnds o.f ~. 

'\ 
\ 

\~ 



the United States for the arbitration of tho boundary cont.rov6rsy, there

by creaM.r\g the .more general accept:mce of the 11 loose-constructionn 

theory of the 1'!1onr·oe doctrine. 

'I'he aspects of internat,ional law, in the s€:cond ch&pter, pree;entad 

the ba.sic elem6nte found to exist :in most boundzrry disputes, viz .. , 

discovery and. occupation, prescription, cession, and eonqur::st.. It has 

been shown that in th{;; settlG.rn€nt of this bom:.dary disptite according to 

the doctrines of' intern&tiona.l la-.Y, the rk,tE,r":litlning factors a~ to the 

weight of the evidence adduced,. rest,ed first: with the utilization of 

tho la,i of nations as it existed at the tim,e of the actual dispute; 

secondly, :with tbe de-termir121.tion of the characte,r of th1;, claims of' each 

of the disputanti;i to tho area in question; and thirdly, with the evalu

ation of the claiJ1;5 as to precedence in accordance with intema tional 

law for the mking of a decision and an award.. In the instance of this 

,:UsputG., the arbit.rat.io.'1 comrrdssion, was also governed by a special sot 

of rules concerning p:reser1.ption, which ri1l0s were drawn to suit the 

individue.1 needs of this c,,,,se in regard to the length of time of 

oceupttcncy necessary to constitute a valid title. 

This chapter has emphasized the ifaportance of the performance or 

omission of the syrmolic acts of soyerei,ent;,v upon discovery ru-id occu

pnney of neiv lands, whose inhabit.t,nts did mt rove e sovereifn status 

in :i.ntsrnation:al law. In this dispute, the award should have grantod 

.fiz·st consideration to the Spanish (Venezuelan) claims, since their 

normal practice of te1,king possession conf 0r1:·ed upon such ter:ritor.i0s 

aa t.hoy had held the orifirml 1:1od6 of acquisition of. territor,v, v,hich 

in this case ·"ms discov,i.r;y and occupation. The ortls:sion of those 



symbolic acts of possession arn:J sovereignty by the Dutch (Great Britain), 

deprived them of' any b~it a prescriptivi-., or derivative clsirr, to the dis

put€d ar(,a, pr(:scription. Thin chapter al.so indicnted. tbat it ht:;,8 long 

been the custom o:f international law not to pern:it the coseion cf title 

to any more torri tory., tr,nn tbe ce,ssor had f, t the ti:!:e of cession. 

Further, thi& f:sct t,h;,t conquect, by tho law of' naticns doe,s not f~kE> a 

valid titl<; withot~t ult.irr-a .. t.G cession to t.hG viet.or by thE', vanquished, of 

the sov0r0.lt?,nty of the t~1:rritory concerned, ban been considered as eli

minating;; any; titlE, which Gr~t B?>it,al.n mieht hnve alleged un.der h0r. acts 

of 1781 and 1796. '£'hie clmpter concluded. that the arbitration corr.mission 

should have given precedcmc& to tho claims in acccrd.ance with the order 

of the .modes o.f the requisition of territory, i., c., th€ originnl cl&ims 

of the Spanish (i!etHilZUGlan) first, and the 1,rescrlptive cle',ims: of the 

nutch (Great Britain) lai:,t •. 

The final ehq,ter doe.lt with this intorp:cetnt.io.n of the 1-:;onro1;, 

doctrine in :regvxd to thit? boundary c'dsput\).. 'I'he c0nclusion of the 

author in reg<itrd to ,the vririous ,.rie;ws expre$sed on the applicability of 

the };.onroe doctrine., ls thtd:. the, Jonros doctrine L and ¥~us Et the time 

of the dispute., as e.ssenti..11 to the self-protection of the United States 

as the balance of power concept cited by Salisbury, was to the sf;f'Gty of 

T~gland and fairope. The divergent views of the statesmen concerned with 

its interpr$t..:;;..t.ion brought ou.t the basic eleme:nt of the tonroe doctrine, 

that v1hils it vH::J,;; not a part of the eoo.e of international lat,, it. Via$ a 

basic p&rt of our fore.ign policy .:tnd Americs,n public 11:,w. Olney' s 

remarks in regard to his interpret::s.tion of t,his doctrine indicuted the 



trend or our present day concept. The. a ce pt.a.nee or the arbitration 

proposed under the auspices of the .1onro~ doctrine and the policy of 

s&lf-protection of international la by Groot. !3rit in, dev6loped the 

i :unity of tha t eat -rn HeJ:rdspheN to the aggression of non- American 

s tes .. 
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