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PREFACE

Though I lived less than one hundred miles from the center
of the area most thickly populated by the Choctaw lndians east
of the Mississippi River, L did not kxnow that any indians resid-
ed in the state. 4 great majority of the people of the state
shared in my ignorsance.

#hile in school in Newton county I learned that some eight-
een hundred Choctaws were still in Mississippi. In an attempt
to learn more about these people I made a close study of all
availeble written materlial and found that most authors had neg-
lected recording any facts concerning these Indians. I was
firmly convinced that someone could make a worth while contri-
bution to history by making a study of the Choctaw Lndians east
of the kississippi River since 1830. With this in mind I have
made this study hoping that by so doing L might make some valu-
able contribution to history, especially Mississippi history.

L wish to express my appreciation to the Oxlahoma Agricul-
tural and Mechanical College Library Staff, all members of the
History Department of Okleshoma Agricultural and lMechanical Col-
lege, the typist, the Choctaw lndian Agency Staff, the Mission-
ary among the Indians, teachers of the Choctaw "day schools",
those Choctaw Indians who so patiently and willingly gave valu-
able informaetion that no one else could give, my wife, and

others who in any way have assisted me in this work.
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

When the white men came to America the Choctaw confederacy,
composed of a loose alliance of tribes, chierly of lMuskogean
stock, occupied southern Alabama and Mississippi, along with the
adjacent gulf coasst of western Florida and eastern Louisiana,
with the Choctaws proper occupying south central Mississippi.l

The Choctaw Nation, with a population of about twenty thou-
sand people, was divided into three districts: the Southern Dis-
trict or Sixtowns, the Northwestern District or Upper Towns, and
the Northeastern District or Lower Towns. Of these the North-
eastern District was the most thlckly populated; and its towns
were more compact l'or protection against possible attack by
thelr eastern neighbors, the Creeks.”?

The Choctaws began to come into close contact with the
French at New Orleans and with the British trom the Atlantic
seaboard, and acquired some of the white man's ways. When the
United States won her independence the Choctaws entered into
treaty relations, and from time to time they ceded portions of
their territory to the new republic. They always boasted that
they never made war against the United States. hen they were
invited by Tecumseh to join his Indian Confederacy against the

United States in the war of 1812, they refused because of the

ly. W. Powell, "Cherokee Myths," Nineteenth Annual Heport
of the Bureau of American Ethnology, 500.

- John k. Swenton, "Source Material for the Social and
Ceremonial Life of the Choctaw Indians," Bureau of American
Ethnology, Bulletin 103, 56-58.



influence of the great Pushmataha, chief of the Southern Dis-
trict. Instead, they Jjoined General Andrew Jackson in his war
against the Creeks, and then helped him in the Battle of New
Orleans. Shbrtly at'ter this they came still more strongly under
the int'luence or the United States when missiocnaries were sent
to thelr country to establish schools and churches .’ By the
Treaty ot Doax's Stand October 24, 1820, subsequently modified
by the Treaty of Washiugton, January 20, 1825, the Choctaws gave
up a considerable part of their land holdings in Mississippi in
exchange for the southern half of the present state of Oklahoma.”
Pushmataha died in 1824 during the negotiation of the Treaty
of Washington. Uklahoma, his nephew, succeeded him as chief of
the Southern District, but because of his neglect of duty and
dissipated habits, he was soon deposed and the warriors elected
Natticache to succeed him.” Like all full-bloods, he was op-
posed to any further cessions of land to the United States.
Mashulitubbee, another full-blood, was chief of the Northeastern
District, and like Natticache, was opposed to selling any more
of their land. Both of these chiefs adhered closely to the

dress, usages, and traditions of the tribe.

BAngie Debo, The kise and Fall of the Choctaw Eepublic
26"‘1‘-1{- .

bThe Statutes at Large of the United States, VIL, 210,
2477«

Henry 5. Halbert, "Benard Komen's Maps of 1772," Publi-
gations of the Mississippi Historical Society, VI, 416.



Chief Greenwood Le Flore and Sub-Chief David Folsom of the
Northwestern District were educated mixed-bloods. Both belleved
that submic¢sion and removael of the Choctaws was inevitable.

They knew their country would be swamped with land speculators
and settlers. They could see their people involved in disputes,
quarrels, and law suits, followed by a state of general demoral-
lzation. But the full-blood chiefs closed their eyes and turned
a deaf ear to all arguments and appeal for removal.

In 1828, the United States sent representatives to the
Choctaw country to persuade them to give up their lands east of
the Mississippi kiver and move to their new purchase in the West.
A general council was convened. Here the mixed-bloods, backed
by the agents of the United States, insisted that a treaty of
gsale and removal should be made. But the full-blood chiefs knew
the agents had bribed the mixed-bloods with lavish promises of
protection and other favors; so they held out in their refusal
to treat, and withdrew from the council. It looked as though
civil war would follow. Both sides collected their forces. But
when they met, David Folsom and Natticache discussed the whole
question and smoked the pesace pipe.6

Conditions for the Indians became almost intolerable. In
1829, the kississippi legislature, believing that the national
Congress was about to act to force the removal of the Indians,

and probably with the private sanction of President Andrew

67, P. H. Clairborne, Mississippi as a Province, Territory,
and State, L, 506-507.




Jackson, extended the laws of the state, so as to embrace the
Choctaw lands. A year later, 1830, a supplemental act by the
state legislature abolished their tribal government, declared
the office of chief to be non-existent, and made the Lndians
citizens of the state.’

In 1830, President Jackson sent Secretary of war John H.
Eaton and John Coffee to the Choctaw country with instructions
to obtain a treaty whereby these Indians would relinguish claims
to all land east of the Mississippl, and agree to move to the
West. Because of the pressure by these United States represen-
tatives, the State of Mississippi, a part of the Christian mis-
sionaries, and the mixed-bloods, & general councll was called to
meet at Dancing Kabbit Creek, September 15, 1830. Here again,
Le Flore and a few others favored the sale of their land in
Mississippi and removsl west, and the full-bloods held out in
their opposition to any treaty that geve up more of their land.
When the question of a treaty or no treaty was submitted to the
council, September 23, the majority there present voted agal st
it. Red Post Uak, a leadiug chief of the Okla hannali, or Sixz-
town Indians, considered the action final. He accordingly left
the treaty ground and started for home .8

7H9nry G. Brunson, "The Beginning of a New Period in
Mississippi,” Publications of the Mississippi Historical
Society, XL, 321.

8Henry S. Halbert, "The Last Indian Council on the
Noxubee Liver," Publications of the Mississippl Historical
Socliety, LV, 271.




When the council voted sgainst making & treaty, lMajor Laton
took the stand and made a threatening speech. Coffee then sald
that he could not support Eaton, either in the contents or lang-
uage of his speech, Many of the Indians became indignant at
Eaton's bullying, and withdrew from the council. But even with
these staunchest opponents of removal gone, Eaton and Cofree still
were unable to get the Choctaws to treat until the famous Four-
teenth Article was inserted into the treaty.

Article Fourteen allowed the head of any family to remain
in his native Mississippi. For himself, he would be allowed one
section, or six hundred forty acres of land; for each child over
ten years of age, one-half sectlon, or three hundred twenty
acres; &nd for each child in the household under ten years of
age, one quarter section, or one hundred sixty acres. It was
provided, however, that such claiis should be filed within six
months of the signing of the treaty. The clalmant had to declare
his intention of becoming a citizen of the state, and reside
upon his claim for five yesrs after ratification of the treaty,
before & patent would be issued.?

The three distriet chiefs, Greenwood le Flore, Natticache,
and Mashulitubbee, were liberally rewarded, or bribed, by Article
Fifteen, which provided that each should receive four sections
of land, and an snnual monetary allowance of two hundred and
fifty dollars.lo Then having satisfied the leading chiefs of

the nation, the commissioners found it necessary to gain the

IThe Statutes at Large of the United States, VIIL, 335.
10ibid., 335.



support of certain other Choctaws. Thus, by Article Nineteen,
David Folsom was awarded four sections of land, eight others
were glven two sectlons c¢ach, and several others received smal-
ler allotments. The treaty was finally signed September 27,
183011

By a Supplementary Article, ado ted September 28, 1830,
various Choctaw personsg, having been presented by their chiefs
with a deslre that they be provided for, the commigss ioners
agreed to make provision for these people and the President and
senate concurred with the reqﬁest. In this Supplementary Ar-
ticle, thlrteen persons were vach to recelive two sectlons of
land. Hline of the thirteen were to select land adjolining their
improvements; the other four coculd select one of their two sec-
tions enywhere inm thelr respective districts. Other than these
thirteen, eight persoﬁs were to get one and one-hali sections
each; several others were to get one seetion; and many others,
fracticns of sections.l? Apparently this generocsity oh the part
of the United States was to compensate these Choetaws for using
their influence to secure the passage of the treaty.

By agreeing to this treaty, the Choctaws, according to
Article Three, ceded Lo the United States all of their land east
of the Mississippl kiver, and all who wished to retaln thelr
tribal institutions agreed to remove to thelr land in the Jest.

To prevent excessive suflfering and hardship, the time of

llipid., 336.

12 pig., 340.



migration was to extend over a perlod of three years. Thus, the
fate of the Choctaws of Mississippl was sealed.13

Immediately at'ter the conclusion of the treaty, many of the
Indians began to prepare for the long trek tc thelr new homes in
what is now Oklahoma, some willingly, some otherwise. DBy the
summer of 1831, the tribe was in motion, and approximately four
thousand individusl Indlans were on the gatheriag ground at
Vicksburg in November, ready to move over the river. Urged on
by the United States Government, this stream of emigration con-
tinued through 1832 and 1833, leaving only about seven thousand
Choctaws still in Misaissippi.lh Of the three leadlng chiefs,
Natticache and Mashulitubbee elected to share the fate of their
people in the iest, but Greenwood Le Flore remained in the old
home .

A study of the history of the last Choctaw cession shows
that from the beginning of negotiations at Dancing habbit Creek,
. to the final completion of them, that treaty is marked with
fraud, intimidation, violence, and trickery on the part or the
Iwhite man. And, from that time on, fraud, violence, and trickery

have been associated with the Choctaw lands in Mississippi.

13Ibid., 333.

liGrant Foreman, A History of Oklshoma, 16.




CHAPTER II
THE CHOCTAW LAND FLRAUDS

Most of the seven thousand Choctaws remainirg in Misseslsclippl
were clustered around leaders who refused to go west. Many Ind-
ians wished to take advantage of Article Fourteen of the treaty,
aceept individual allotments of land and remaln in their native
country. But here the incompetency and neglect on the part of
Colonel wWilliam ward, the agent in charge, and lack of intorma-
tion on the part of the Federal Government, brought much sufrer-
ing and hardship upon the Indiauns.

Chief Ked Post Uak, who lived in what is now Jasper county,
Mississippi, was very much opposed to moving to the West. He
wanted to stay with the bones of his ancestors, as did many of
the braves that he represented. They held a council and decided
that he and Atonamastubbee, another Cixtown Mingo, would go to
the council house on the Noxubee River, uhere Colonel William
Ward, the United States agent, resided to flile claims for their
lands. Each head of a family selected one stlck for himself;
one long stick for each child over ten years or age; and a shor-
ter stick for each child under ten years oif age. The correct
number of sticks was then tied in a bundle and marked by some
distinguishing merks. This done, Chiet lled Post Oak and his eids
set out for the Great Council House. When he arrived and asked
to see ward, he was told the agent was unable to see him. The
chiel waited and finally was siven a chance to tzlk with the of-
ficial. The agent told the Lndians that too many of them wanted

to stay in Misslssippi, when in reality the purpose or the



treaty was to remove the whole nation to the West. At first
he refused to register any of them, but the chiel insisted.
The agent finally tolda lked Post Oak that it he woula leave the
bundles of sticks at the council house, he would register all
for the proper amount of land., The Indians, belleving that the
agent ol the United States Government would be as good as his
word, left the bundles and departed for thelr heunts .t

Fed Post Oak was satisried in his own mind that he had se-
cured fror his people a right to live and die in thellhnd ot
their rathers. This feeling or security was short lived, tor
government agents notitried the Indians that i1 accordance with
the treaty they must move to the West. HKed Post Oak and his
followers were greatly chagrined and angered. They immediately
protested, declaring that they had complied with Article I'our-
teen of the treaty and wished to remain in their Mississippl
homes. Ked rost Oak was ready to go on the war path, but was
persuaded that it would be a useless sacrifice of blood. " The
ringers of the strong arm of the United States, backed by the
greea ana lust or the unécrupulous white man, were clutghing
ever tighter about the fertile solil of Mississippl ana the home
of the Choctaw. By 1836, Atonamastubbee and most of Ked Post
Jak's people migrated to the West, but the chief chose to stay
2

in his native land.

aspnother instance of mass dissatisfaction among the Choctaws

lﬂenry S. Halbert, "The Last ilndian Council on the
Noxubee KEiver," Publications of the Mississippl Historical
Soclety, LV, 279.

2 bia.



10

was the Uka Hullo village in what ié today east central Kemper
county. These people also wished to take advantage of Article
Fourteen, but as in the case of the Jasper county group, failed
to secure the privilege promised because of the fraudulent
action of Agent Ward. These Indians were highly incensed. Dis-
satisfaction among them reached such a high stete that the white
settlers of the vicinlty became very uneasy. It appears that
this uneasiness was utterly baseless, but to satisfy their ap-
prehensions, the settlers sent a messenger to Jackson to inform
Governor Hiram G. Runnels of the unrest among the Indians.

To get first hand information and to appeal to the Choctaws
in person, Governor Runnels went to Oka Hullo. When he arrived
in the town, a council was held and to the assembly of warriors,
the governor made a very concilistory speech. In consequence of
this talk, the dissatisfaction began to die out and a better
feeling began at once to prevail among them, and the white people
no longer complained of fear of the Indlan3.3

Though this was the last threat of force and violence on
the part of the Indians, they were not completely satisfied.

But there was little they could do except abide by the laws of
the white man. These laws were often overstepped by the white
man in his greed for the Indians' land.

In the late 1820's, there had been many thriving Choctaw
villages, but the Treaty of Danciag Rabbit Creek brought about

. 3. Brown, "Antiquities of Newton County," Publica-
tions of the Mississippl Historical Socliety, VI, 446.
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their doom. The settlements were broken up and the Choctaws
were scattered; some moving to the West, and others joining
groups of Indians that remained in the state.

Coosha Town, in Lauderdale county, is a good example of
these doomed villages. Lt had a delightful location on the
north prong of Lost Horse Creek, beginning not far above the
junction of the two prongs, and extending about a mile up the
creek. Between one quarter and one-half mile north of the junc-
tion of these two prongs is a hill, and on this hill were lo-
cated the dwelling and store house of Charles Jugan, who died
about 1840. His wife, Phoeba, was the daughter ot Oklahoma, the
leading man of the Coosha Town people.

Besides these important people, Coosha Town had many other
attractive features for the Choctaws. The dense canebrake lying
between the forks of the creek was the home of bear, deer, tur-
key, squirrels, panthers, and wild cats. These animals were
hunted by the Indians: the meat for food and the pelts either to
sell, trade, or for domestic use for meking clothes, drum heads,
ball sticks, and other articles. The high wooded bluffs and
hillis that overlooked this canebrake, besides being a place of
refuge for the animals from high water, added much to the beauty
of the scenery of Coosha Town. Other than game of the forest,
the people of this village had fish, which were abundant in Lost
Horse Creek and other nearby streams. In addition, they raised
corn and vegetables, and had orchards of peaches and plums. In
this area there is today, and the Indians say there was then, an

ebundance of crab apples, hickory nuts, blackberries, and haws,
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which were used for food by the people of Coosha Towi.

Near the eastern border of the setilement can be seen the
graves of the Coosha Town people. This cemetery, the abiding
memorial of Coosha Town, which comprises about one-half acre, is
covered witia timber, and has been carefully preserved by owners
of the farms., Here were buried the sisters of Pushmataha, Tapena
Homo, and Nakotima. According to tradition, Oklshoma was also
laid to rest here, but his nephew, Jack Amos, of Hewton county,
claims that Oklahoma was buriled on his Tarm on the south side of
the creek about a mile from the town. kegasrdless of where he
was burled, the people gradually abandoned Coosha Town after his
death in 1846. sSome went to the new home of the Choctaws in
what is now Oklahoma. OUthers went into the hilly sectlon of
Kemper and Neshoba counties, known a:z the Government Hills. ™

In WGst central.Kemper county was the Choctaw town of
Hankha Siloa, bullt about a pond on a flat hillside. This was a
well populated and thriving village. The Indians were conteat
until in the late 1830'8 an eagle swooped down upon a small
child, who was in the yard, and carried it away. The child was
that of a great hunter. The people of Hankha Alloa believed
this to be an omen of bad luck and immedietely abandoned their
homes, some migrating to their new nation in the vest, and some

Jolning other Choctaw communities in Mississippi.5 Thus in

hﬂenry S. Halbert, "Benard Toman's ldaps of 1772,7
Publications of the lLilssissippl Hdistorical Soclety, VI,
L{alé""}-&lg »

SIbid., L22.
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various ways, one Choctaw settlementAafter another was abandoned,
so0 that by the time of the Civil War none of the original towns
was in existence. |

A8 has been said before, there was no satislactory settle-
ment of the land question among the Choctaws. Articles Fifteen
and wmineteen, and the supplementary trecaty specifically provided
tor certain pebﬁle.b These people, and the few that were able .
to get Colonel ivard to reglster their claims within sixz monthse
after the signing of the treaty, were the only Choctaws that
legally had a home in &ississippi¢ Many others that had tried
t0 siga within ths presoribed time limit believed they had a
legal right to a home; but their land was soon sold, and white
men came in to take possessicon. The [ndians were forced to
leave thelr life-long houmes.

kLven those who succeeded in obtaining titles to their land
failed to hold it. E£ven lashulitubbee was swindled out of his
land. ile sold two sectlons to D. &. Wright, a land speculator,
for two negro boys, between the ages of fourteen and thirty, one
negro girl, between twelve and twenty years of age, payment of a
one hundred dollar doctor bill, a sixty-Tive dollar note, and
fif'ty dollars in cash.?

As soon as the Choctaws were allowed to sell, unscrupulous

white men began to pour into thelr territory, and speculate in

®The Statutes at Large of the United States, VIL, 335-340.

- Timerican Gtate Faperg, Document of the Congress of the
United otates in hkeletion to Public Lands, VIL, 19.
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their land. ©One of tiese swiuadlers, John Johnson, had as his
partner wWylie Daﬁis. These agents went among the Indians, and
ascertalned the amount of land to which each was entitled by the
Treaty of 1830; then they got the Indian's consent to handle the
claims. They charged one-half of the land as a fee, and obtalned
the power of .attorney to sell the other half for the ladisan.
They started with no money, bubl soon had in their possession
through fraud, claims amountlag to twd hundred and fifty or three
hundred sections ot land. Johason told Captain John watts, a
eltizen o Misslissippl, he had slready sold one hundred and fifty
thousand dollars in claims and expected to clear six hundred
thousand dollars out of the operation before it was over. In
the sane conversation, he told #ratts that he expected Congress
to grant his claims, because the government had defrsuded the
indians by refusal of the agent to register their names. -He as-
serted that Agent vward did refuse to regilster thelr names, that
he threw away their sticks, and told\them, "Damn you, L won't
register your names. You ought Lo go over the lilssissippi.”
Johnson also asserted that rour or five pages of Ward's register
were torn out.®

Johnson and Davis were not the only white men connected with
the Choctaw land frauds. Charles Fisher of Horth Carolina was
interested in thesge claims. e even sent agents ianto the Chicka-
saw country and got those Indlans to locate in the Choctaw ares;

then he got possession of thelr land. Some of these Indians

Ibid., Vviir, 507.
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inter-married with the whites. Many of thelr descendants are
still located in the Eupora - Ackerman area .’

By the terms ot the treaty of September 27, 1830, any Ind-
ian who moved beyond the Mississippl Kiver and came back to his
0ld home could not file a claim for an allotment of land. Some
of the Choctaws who had moved west of the lississippl, became
discouraged and returned. Fisher and his agents 1nf'luenced
these Indians to file claims unjustly.lo

These agents made no secret ot their attempts to get con-
trol ot the Choctaw lands. Hugh McDaniel, an agent of Fisher,
was seen at Garland's Ball Ground with hundreds of Indians crow-
ded around him., He was getting the number or their children,
and maxing their marks, assigning their claims to the Fisher
“ompany. The poor, ignorant Indians never touched the pen. At
a later date, this same agent ot Fisher's told Representative
James fllis of Neshoba county, "When the general government left
the door open for fraud, there was no harm in making use or it."il
- Fisher and his agents had two thousand sections of land
claeims assigned to them. The Indians were to receive one thou-
sand sections and Fisher, rive hundred; the other five hundred

were to be divided among Hugh McDenlel, D. W. Wright, W. W.

7Ibid., 509.
The writer has visited the home of one of these families
at different times. .

101p14., s08.

1l1piq., 506-507.
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Gwinn, and Alexander F. Young, all members of Fisher's organiza-
tion.12

Johnson was questioned by Watts as to how he and Flsher got
along taking names among the same Indians. He replied that Ind-
lan names were difricult to spell, and that by spelling them
ditterently, one ILndian would be entitled to two reservations.
He said that they had more names than there were Indians.t?

These frauds connected with the Choctaw lanas were too much
for the honest people of Mississippl. Accordingly, the legisla-
ture of lississippli instructed her senators and requested her
representatives in Congress to get some official action as soon
as possible to prevent the completion of titles to Choctaw land,
if sald titles had originated in fraud.t* In January, 1836, Con-
gress appointed a "select committee of the House"™ to investigate
the fraud charged to have been committed under fhe Fourteenth
Article of the Treaty of 1830.15

Colonel Ward was called before the committee and sworn in.
He stated that he knew of no company or companies that were or-
ganized for the purpose of purchasing the land of the Choctaw
Indians. He testified that he did keep a register of names as
required by the treaty, and that he did not refuse to register
any Indian that applied in his own proper person, but did

121pida., 509.
131pia., 507.
lhipid., 506-507.

15¥ranklin L. hiley, "Choctaw Land Claims," Publications
of the Mississippi Historical Soclety, VIII, 358.
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refuse epplications when one Indian tried to register for several
others. #hen asked about the missing leaves in the register, he
said only one leaf was lost and not more than six names were on
1t.16

Major wWilliam Armstrong, superintendent of the Choctaw re-
moval, testified that the register in possession of Colonel Ward
was in part destroyed.,l7 Keuben H. Grant and Jefferson Clements,
citizens of Lowndes county, Mississippi, stated under oath that
Ward was st times too drunk to attend to business. They also
sald they had known Colonel Ward to reject a good number of ap-
plicants, and that he was so careless he left his register on a
shelf or table outside the office, and anyone could check his
books as he pleased. lajor John Pitchlyn testified that he Kknew
some of the names turned in @o Ward during the prescribed time
were not registered. Gabriel Lincecum also said that Ward did
not place all names on the register. liany others gave similar
testimony.ls

After this investigation, Congress, on March 3, 1837, passed
an act for the appointment of commissioners to adjust claims to
reservations of land under the Fourteenth Article of the treaty.
These commissioners were to be appointed by the President. They
were to meet in Mississippi at a time and place designated by

the President. They were to ascertain the name of every Choctaw

16smerican State Pa ers, Document of the Congress of the
United States in Kelation to Public Lands, VIIL, 507.

17tpia., vII, 11.
181pig., 629-630.
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Indian who was head of a family at the time of the Treaty of
Dancing Kabbit Creek, who had not already secured a reservation
under that treaty, and who could produce satisfactory evidence
that he or she had complied or attempted to comply with Article
Fourteen. These commissioners were also to get the number of
children of each family over ten years of age, and under ten
years of age at the date of the treaty. They had power to summon
witnesses, and could request aid and legal advice of the federal
district attorney in Mississippi. They were to decide the sec-
tion of land to which the head of each family was entitled, show
whether any part of the land had been sold by the government,
and present proof with each case. This information was to be re-
ported to the President, and he was to lay it before Congress
for remedial action. The Indians were given one year to file
their claims. This time limit was too short for the commission
to complete its assignment. To enable the commission to adjust
all claims the time wes extended by an act passed in 1838.19

On August 23, 1842, Congress passed an act to provide for
satisfaction of these claims. A claimant under Article Fourteen
was defined as an Indian who had reglstered, or offered to re-
gister, with the agent within six months of the ratification of
the treaty, had owned aun improvement at the time of the ratifi-
cation, and had lived upon it five years since that time, unless
he had been dispossessed by the United Stetes Government, and

particularily had never removed west of the Mississippi River.

19The statutes et Large of the United States, V, 180,

211.
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If the commissioners were satisfied the Indian had met all the
preceding provisions, they would ascertain the guantity of land
the Indian should have and locate him. Land of the children was
to be located adjacent to the improvements of the father when
possible. The President was to issue patents to such land.

If it should prove impossible for the land of the children
to be located contiguous to the parents' improvement, or 1f the
government had disposed of any land to which an Indian was en-
titled, the commissioners were to estimate the quantity of' land
due such Choctaws, and they would be allowed to select an equal
amount of public land in Alabama, Arkanses, Louisiana, or Miss-
issippi. However, if the land was not in the tract ceded to the
United States by the Choctaws in the Treaty of 1830, the Indian
was not allowed to live on it. Instead, it was subject to pri-
vate sale. Certificates, later called "land script,” were is-
sued the Indians by the Secretary of War, but to force them to
leave Mississippi, half the amount of each certificate was with-
held until their removal to the Choctaw country in the West.

Land claims under Article Nineteen of the Treaty of Dancing
Rabbit Creek were not valid, if they had not been registered
with Agent I'. W. Armstrong, a brother of William Armstrong, who
was sent to the Choctaw country for the purpose in 1832. If
these registered claims had been located, the Indian was allowed
to remain on his improvements. If the land to which he was en-
titled had been disposed of by the government, he was allowed
two-fifths of an acre for each acre of his claim, and certifi-

cates to that effect were issued at fifty cents an acre. The
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commissioners were to deliver no title to claims to any white
man; the title was to be issued to the claiment, or to his heirs
in case of death. If the original cleimant had disposed of, or
agreed to assignment of his or her claim prior to February 4,
1832, no patent was to be issued. In case of partial assignment
or agreement to a partlial assignment, the commissioners were to
issue patent to land on which the original claiment was at that
time the bona fide proprietor.

| In an attempt to prevent further fraud among the Choctaws,
and to move more of them to their new homes in whaet is now Okla-
homa; the act provided that all claims under the Treaty of Danc-
ing Rabbit Creek, and sll supplemental articles to that treaty,
must be presented to the commissioners for asllowance not later
than August 23, 1843.°Y

By this act, John Johnson, Wylie Davis, Charles Fisher, D.
V. Wright, and other defrauders were denied the great fortunes
they hoped to géln, and many of the Choctaws were induced to
leave their native land, and seek solace among their kinsmen
west of the Mississippi.

On March 3, 1845, Congress appropriated §115,540 for the
removal of these Choctaws to the West, and for their subsistence
for one year. A fund was created for them by converting into
cash a part of the land script alloted to them in lieu of actusl
land allotments. F¥rom the proceeds of this fund, they were

placed on a basis of equality with those already in the West,

e L



go far asg annuities were eoncerned.gl

The prospect of annuitles forever, and irmediate relief for
one year atter thelr rewmoval, ceused many of the Choctews to
leave thelr homes and loved ones to go Jest. ILncouraged by the
goverament, and crowded by the white people, the Choctaws were
on the move again. In 1846, 1,786 migrated; in 1847, 1,699
moved west. DBy 1853, there were not more than 2,500 Choctaws
left in Mississippi, and the Choctaw land frauds were thought to

be forever closed.z2

2Grant Forewan, A History of Cklahoma, 36.



CHAPTEK III
SOCLAL AND ECONOMIC CONDITIONS - NINETEENTH CENTURY

After the mass removals of the 1331-34 period, the subse-
quent history ot the Choctaws follows two trends, the one pat-
tern that of the Choctaws in the West, the other that of the
Choctaws in Mississippi. Except for the migration of a few lMis-
sissippi Choctaws during 1844-45 after they found that their
hope of retaining land allotment had faded, no major movement
takes place until the period of the Dawes Commission activities
during 1902 and 1903.1 For a period of over fifty years a group
of approximastely 2,500 Choctaws remained in their eastern homes,
following a social and economic pattern which changed little
throughout that period.

The economic status of the Mississlippi Choctaws during the
nineteenth century varied from that of wealthy planter to poverty-
stricken tenant farmer. HRepresentative of the wealthy mixed
blood aristocracy of the Eastern Choctaw was Greenwood Le Flore.

le Flore was the only wealthy Choctaw indian lert in Mis-
sissippi after the removal. This great chiertaiu was born June
3, 1800, the son of Louis Le Fleur, a French trader, and HLebec-
ca Crevet, a woman of mlixed white and Choctaw blood. #hen Green-
wood was twelve years old, his father established a tradiig post
and tavern on the old Natchez Trail at French Camp in Choctaw
county, Mississippi. There was a meil carrier, Major John Donley,

who made regular trips between Nashville and Natchez. He often

— e ———— — —— e— ——
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stopped at the tavern, and took a fancy to young Greenwood; fin-
ally he obtained the parents' permission to take their son to
Nashville so that he could attend school there. The youth boar-
ded in the Donley home, and fell in love with the daughter, Rosa.
. But Le Flore felt thaﬁ this gentleman or the old school would
not consent to his daughter's marriage to one of mixed blood; so
 he submitted a question to Donley: "Sir, it you loved & beauti-
ful maiden and her parents objected to the marriage, what would
you do?" To this the major replied: "L would steal the girl and
marry her anyway." Acting accordingly, Le Flore married the
daughter of his benefactor.

In 1817 he returned to his home in Carrol county, Mississ-
ippi, anda in 1824 he was chosen chietr of the Northwestern Dis-
triet. Although he favored the treaty of Dancing Kabbit Creek,
he remsined in lississippi at the time of the removal ot his
people. To the land given him by the government for his assis-
tance in securing the treaty, he added more by purchase. At one
time his plantation consisted of fifteen thousand acres. This
Choctaw chlef', the proud master of more than four hundred slaves,
was for two decades one of the South's wealthiest planters.

On his plantation he bulilt a dream house, Malmaison, one of
Mississippi's largest and most besutit'ul prewar mansions. It
was full of fine rurniture. In the spacious living room, two
hunared guests could be entertained at the same time. A pleas-
ant and amlable host, le Flore was never happler than when his

house was filled with company.2 This mansion, at one time the

2Greenwood Commonwealth, Special Editlon 1941, No specifiec
date given.
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scenes of much gaiety and entertainment for the rich and the
poor alike, burned larch 31, 1942.3

During the Civil War, Le Flcie was sympathetic with the
cause of the South, but refused to take up arms agalnst the
Union, because he had taken an oath at the Treaty of Danciug
kabblt Creek that he would support the government of the United
States. 0Un his death bed in August, 1865, he requested the
Stars and Stripes be unfolded above him. This request was gran-
ted, and a United States flag covered his body when he was
buried. Among the trophies still preserved by the descendants
of Le Flore are a ssber and a bronze medal presented to him by
President Jackson in token of the friendship between the United
States government and the Choctaw nation.%

Most of the other Choctaws who elected to remaln in Missis-~
sippli were full-bloods, adhering stubbornly to their tribal cus-
toms, generally ignorant and unprogressive. 0Unly a few could
speak any language except their native tongue. In spite of a
thin veneer of Christianity, they retained msny of their ancient
traditions and customs, especially burial and marriage customs,
and traditions concerniug childbirth.

Certain of the old tribal customs were retained much longer
by the Mississippi Choctaews than by the Choctaws in the West.

In the last quarter of the nineteenth century, an Indian burial

JMemphis Commercial Appeal, April 2, 1942.

4Greenwood Uommonwealth, Special Edition 1941, No specifric
date given.
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ceremony covered several days. The actual burial was a drawn out
artair. The body was placed in the grave and covered with earth.
Two short poles and one tall pole were placed on either side of
the grave to let strangers know that & member ot the tribe was
aeaa and the friends were still mourning and that he should like-
wise stop at the grave and mourn. After the poles were planted,
friends and relatlves gathered around the greve and gave out
cries of lasmentation. Then the people departed. This waes fol-
lowed by thirty days of mourning, during which members of the
temily and close relatives of the deceased wore only simple
clothes, returned every day to the grave to wail. On the last
aay, all the friends and relatives were invited to the "big

cry". They came in great numbers to join in the final tribute

to their deceased comrade.

Just before sundown the people began to gather in an open-
ing neer the burying ground. They fcasted and danced sll night.
Just before daylight, while the young folk were still dancing, a
short cry was made by one of the bereaved sitting by the camp-
tire. Uther mourners gathered around, covered their heads with
blankets, and for about ten minutes gave vent to crles of walling
and 1&meetatlon. The head man aunnounced it was time for the
last cry, and all went to the grave where everyone except the
head man and pole pullers knelt on the ground and wept loudly.

At the big cry the poles were pulled. As the pole pullers left
the greve with the poles, all mourners ceased to mourn. The
crowd left the vicinity of the grave, but the immediate family
lingered. A lock of hair was clipped from the head of the mourn-

ing women and men to be left at the grave. After this, all
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jolned in a great feast prepared for the occasion. Then the
mourning, pole pulling, and feast were followed by an all-night
dance. After this dance, the deceased was never spoken ofr to
any member of the family, because the Choctaws believed the one
spoken to would soon follow to the grave.

There were but few established cemeteries. Occasionally
babies were buried under the house in the yard of the parents.
Older people were usuelly buried near the home. The wife or
husband of the deceased was permitted to remarry six months or a
year after the big cry.5

According to Chief Cemeron Wesley, a burial among the most
backward lMississippl Choctaws of the present time still has many
characteristics of the ancient ceremonies, About two days after
death, the deceased is buried with a simple ceremony. One month
after burial, the funeral is held. Between the time or burial
and the funerul the family of the deceased return daily to the
grave ol the departed member to mourn. After the funeral another
month is designated as the cry. During this month the relatives
may go either to the home of the dead, or to the home of the
chief's The big cry is at the end of the thirty days set aside
for the cry. It is always in the chief's yard late in the after-
noon and followed by an all-night dance. The husband or wife of

the deceased may remarry after six months.® The more advanced

2John K. Swanton, "Source Material for the Social and
Ceremonial Life of the Choctaw Lndians," Bureau of American
Ethnology, Bulletin 103, 187-194.

Opersonal interview with Chief Cemeron Wesley, Chief of
the lashulaville group of Indians, June 15, 1946.
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Choctaws of this area have funerals Jjust as the white people
about them.’

From 1830 to the beginning of the twentieth century, the
courtship of the Mississippi Choctaw was not & long drawn out
affair. When the Choctaw man found the girl of his choice, he
waited for the opportune time, then merely tossed a pebble near
her feet. If she failed to see or hear the first pebble, he
would toss the second or third until the rolling object was no-
ticed. Then the maiden quickly accepted the proposal by a nod
of the head and a pleasing smile cast in the direction of the
sultor, or she refused the gesture by a look of scorn. In
elther case, the suitor understood exactly where he stood.

It was not always convenient for the Choctaw man to ap-
proach the girl of his choice out in the open space where he
could toss pebbles at her feet. Theretfore, he was compelled to
resort to what might be called a "parlor date." He simply en-
tered the cabin occupied by the woman, and laid his handker-
chiet’ or hat upon the bed. This act indicated his desire for
the women to share his couch and house. If she did not want to
marry him, the object was immediately snatched off the bed, and
the re jected suitor made a hasty retreat from the cabin, for he
knew it would be useless to push the courtship further. But it
the girl accepted the propossl, the object was allowed to remain
on the bed, and relatives of both particé immediately began

preparing for the wedding which was sure to be in the very near

7Personal interview with Wilton W. Simpson, Baptist Mis-
sionary among the Mississippi Choctaws, June 16, 1946.
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future.8

A wedding wes a gala affair among the Choctaws. Mr. Henry
S, Halbert, the first instructor in the Catholic mission school
at Tucker, and a life-long resident among the Choctaws, witnes-
sed a wedding ceremony of two Sixtown Indians, Oliver Chubbee
and Susan Simpson, in August, 1891. He described it as follows:

"The Indians in large numbers arrived on the ground
on the evening before the wedding day, and spent the
night in their camps. The next morning, extensive pre-
parations were made in the way of cooking the big dinner
which was to follow immediately after the marriage cere-
mony. The place was a kind of glade in the woods. Pots,
kettles, and pans were there in profusion, and a number of
Indian women were soon immersed in the culinary operations,
preparing beef, bread, coffee, pudding, and ple for the
marriage feast. About eleven o'clock the long table was
set, and it was announced that the marriage would soon
take place. Miss Susan then modestly made her appearance
on the spot selected for the ceremony. A shawl was spread
upon the ground, upon which she seated herself, and four
men took another shawl, and held it, one at each corner,
over her head. 'Halbina, Halbina' (presents, presents)
was the cry that now resounded on every side. Torthwith
many came forward and threw thelr presents on the shawl
upheld by the four men. These presents consisted of bun-
dles of calico, ribbons, and other female paraphernalis,
and even gome little money--whatever in faet the donors
chose to give. The presents, however, were not for the
bride, but for the female relatives. They were intended
as kind of renumeration to these relatives for their as-
sistance in cooking the marriasge dinner. “When all the
presents had been deposited on the shawl, Miss Susan
arose, walked off about fifty yards, where some of her
female friends were assembled, and agaln seated herself.
flere the presents were brought, taken possession of by
some of the women and distributed among lMiss Susan's fe-
male kinfolk. At the same time Miss Susan had seated
herself on the shawl, and while the men were holding the
other shawl over her head, iir. Chubbee came within about
twenty feet of her, spread a blanket on the ground and
seated himself upon it, and quietly waited the passive
part he was to perform in giving & finality to the mar-
riage ceremony. when Miss Susan rose from the ground,
some half dozen men, relatives of Chubbee, came forward

8Swanton, op. eit., 131.
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and seated themselves in a line on his left. The male
relatives of the bride now in succession, approached
the patient bridegroom, addressing him by the title of
relationship created by the marriage, and delivered a
short complimentary or congratulatory address.

"Wwhen each had finished his talk to Chubbee, he
then moved along the line, and shook hands with each
of Chubbee's seated kinsmen, calling him by the term
of relationship created by the marriage, to which the
kinsmen responded simply by the assenting term Ma----.
Only two or three women came forward and spoke to the
bridegroom and to him alone, for they paid no atten-
tion to the other men on the ground----- « When the
men had finished their little congratulatory to Chubbee,
the marriage was complete, the bride and bridegroom
were now one. without any further ceremony dinner was
now announced to which al& hands forthwith repalired
and did it full justice."

This wedding ceremony differed a little from the usual
Choctaw custom. Usually the wedding took place about sundown,
and following the feast was an all-night dance. At weddings
cf the more backward Choctaws, the presents were not so gently
distributed as were those at Susan Simpson's weddiung. They
were cast upon a shawl and immediately snatched by some female
relative of the bride. In all weddings, the groom never looked
at or spoke to ﬁ;ﬁ'bride until the end of the ceremony. Then
when all were ready to go home, he approached her. Together
they left the marriage ground, and made their way to their new
home., The house was usually a small cabin, and furnishings
consisted of a few pots and pans, and & little furniture made
by the young man or his friends or relatives.t”

This simple wedding of the forest was quite different from

9Ibid., 132.
01pia.
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the wedding forty years earlier at Malmaison, the home of Green-
wood Le Flore. The wedding of Lebecca Le Flore asnd James Harris
was a soclal event of note. It was attended by the great plan-
ters or Mississippi and dignitaries of the state. Her wedding
feast was not on the ground in a secluded forest. It was in the
gorgeous dining room of & magnificent Delta plantation mansion.
N¥hen kebecca returned from her honeymoon, she went to the well
furnished Malmaison, where she lived until her death in 1922.ll
Among the Mississippl Choctaws custom dictated that a pre-
gnant woman was not to drive a wagon. She would not cross a
running stream, because she thought she would leave the spirit
of the child on the other side, and its life would be short.
She was not allowed to get off the ground. It was thought to be
good for her to walk a great deal. It was believed that a
cough would displace the baby and make childbirth hard. Be-
fore the child was born, the father had to quit work and remain
quiet. The prospective mother was attended by an old woman
skilled in midwifery. At the time of birth, no one was present
except the midwife and husband. Just after birth the infant
was dressed and plunged into water. Then they took him back to
the house, and let his clothing dry on him.1? @hen asked why
there were no mixed bloods among the present Mississippi Ind-
lans, Chief Cemeron said that immcdiately after a baby came into

the world the inftant was placed in a stream. If the child was

llGreenwood Commonwealth, Special Fdition 1941, Ko
specific date given.

125wanton, op. cit., 118.
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a good Choctaw, it would not drown. Mixed bloods were not con-
siadered good Choctaws .13 _ et
Although the Mississippi Choctaws did not know enough about
Christianity to have a Christian wedding, they had some traits
that would do credit to & highly Christianized society. No
Choctaw would idly sit by and see his fellow man suffer; he
would meke every effort in his power to aid. There was no such
thing as one Choctaw's having a full corn crib and smoke house,
while his neighbor suffered from hunger. A poor Indian simply
took his family and visited the more fortunate Chcctaw, who
willingly shared his food and shelter. wWhen the food was con-
sumed, they all suffered the same fate. The giver was never
known to complain that his less fortunate neighbor was lazy.
The next year the same process was repeated.

The Choctaws in Mississlippl were scattered over &about
thirty countles of the state, but throughout this period most
of them were concentrated in Neshoba, Kemper, Winston, Lauder-
dale, Newton, Leake, and Scott counties. Since they had been
defrauded out of their land, part of these Indians lived on
farms or plentations ot white men. In the post-Clvil War per-
lod they preferred to be share-croppers rather than renters.
¥or the share-cropper the landlord furnished the field, seeds,
implements, and live stock, and the Indian furnished the labor.

This could have been a good thing for the Choctaw, if he had

13personal interview with Chief Cemeron Wesley, June 15,
1946.
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known anything about farming, had worked steadily, and had
stayed with his crop. But otten when he should have been plow-
ing, he was hunting or visiting his neighbor, so that his
fields tended to produce weeds rather than cotton.

The white man also seldom carried out his part of the con-
tract with the Indian share-cropper. He was his dwn bookkeeper
and forced the poor ignorant Lndian to settle by his books. He
generally saw to it that the Indian did not make encugh to "pay
off the furnish." This was true especially if the Indian was a
good worker. A share-cropper or renter was not supposed to
move unless satisfactory arrangements could be made with the
landlord.lh By keeping the Indian in debt to him, the landlord
was assured of a supply of labor. The Choctaws of Mississippi
remained in this virtual state of peonage for many years.

The Indian share-cropper's house was usually a small log
shack, with no more than three rooms. Many were one-room huts,
with this one room serving as living room, bed room, kitchen,
and dining room. The only ventilation, besides cracks in the
wall, came from one door, and sometimes a shutter window. The
house hed & mud fire-place at one end to protect the Indian
family from the cold winter, and this fire-place was used by
most of the Choctaws as a place to cook their food. There was
nothing to protect the family against the anopheles mosquitoes
that infested the low damp farming land slong the creeks and

rivers. The Indien was malaria ridden, ana it was doubtless his

l“uouse Doc., 58th Cong., 2und Sess., No. 6l4.



33

lowered vitality which resulted from this disease that caused
him to remark that he did not "feel too much like work."

Many of the Choctaws moved to the rough hilly section of
Neshoba and Kemper counties known as the Government Hills where
some still live. They existed on what few beans, potatoes, and
corn could be produced from the thin soll of these hills., The
Choctaw was not sultable for day labor for the farmer or timber
worker. IHe was not reliable. He workea a rew days, then
failed to show up. Such tactics caused the employer to refuse
to hire him it he could possibly employ a white man Or negro.

The Choctaws were frequently without sufficient food to
satisfy their hunger or sut'ficient raiment to protect them from
the cold. They had no etficient legal adviser to guard them
from the unscrupulous white swindler. There was no physician
to cure their bodily ills. Many times there was no minister to
guide them in religious matters.

Nowhere was less progress made among the Mississippl Choe-
taws than in the tield of education. Greenwood Le Flore saw to
it that the indians in his vicinity had a school, but betore the
Civil War, the other Choctaws of Mississippi had 1ittle chance
of’ getting an education as there were no schools for them to at-
tend. The Presbyterian Missions at Mayhew in Lowndes county,
and iblliot in Grenada county, were abandoned in the 1830's when
the missionaries went to the Choctaw country in the Jest.

After the Civil War, the Choctaws refused to go to school

with the negroes, and state law prohibited them from atvttending

white schools. If the population Jjustified, a rew of the



counties maintained & very pcoorly conducted school for the Iad-
icns. 4An Indian teacher was employed at a salary of twenty-five
dollars o month. The schecol term was four months, and the edu-
cation provided was neither adeguate nor satisfactory.

The various religious groups were aléo slos to do anything
to lmprove the 1ife of the Choctaws. To help conditions, about
1875 the churches began to send mlgssionarlies among the ILndians.

A few Baptist preachers had come there earlier, but in most

QO

cages they di

«

not remaln at thelr post long enough to induce
the Indians to accept the white man's religion. The Indians
that were with Greeawood Le Flore could attend church, because
the venerable old leader supported one for them; but after his
death, these Ludisans drifted to the Government Hills, and were
soon lost among thelr fellow Choctaws.

The filrst Baptlst church during the post-war period, kt.
Zlon, ln Leake couaty, was established in 1878, ¥our years
later, the Lilcsissippl Daptist Board of Missions invited Peter
rolson, a Choctaw of the West, to do missionary wors among the
Mississippl Choctaws.l? One of his converts was Silmpson Tubby,
who later became a liethodist preacher and did much toward Chris-
tianiziang hls people. By 1900, there were four Baptlist chur-~
ches among the Choctaws: Mt., Zion, established in 1878, in
Leake county; Hepewell, 1889, near Walnut Grove; tacedonia,

1890, near Gonehatta; and bethany, 1891, near Philadelphia.

ibﬂenry &. Helbert, "Nanlh waya, The Sacred Mound of the
Choctaws ," Publications of the lssissippili Historical Society,
Teil. D
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Four churches established later were: Canaan, 1905, near Phila-
delphia; Hope, 1907, near Philadelphia; rine Bluff, 1912, near
Sebastool; and Calvary, 1919, near Heidelberg. These eight
churches were the only Baptist churches in the Choctaw country
east of the Misslssippi down to 1920.lb

In 1880, the hight keverend Francis Janssens, Koman Catho-
lic Bishop of Natchez, while on a missionary Jjourney through
Neshoba county, noticed the miserable condition or the Choctaw
Indians. These poor people roamed through woods, meking an ef-
fort to keep body and soul together by hunting and Tishing, or
by working smesll patches of land elther for themselves or for
white settlers. Practically all the land in the county belonged
to white settlers. The Indians had no piece that they might
call home. They had no church or school. HNoO one seemed to care
about their spiritual or materiasl welfare. DBishop Janssens re- |
solved to look for a man, & real missionary who would willingly
devote his services and labor as an apostle for the conversion
of the Lndisns to the Christian faith. His thoughts turned to
his native Holland. He made a trip to Holland to visit rela-
tives, and look for a missionary. \While there he met Father B.
J. Bekkers, pastor of a fashionable parish, who willingly re-
signed to become & missionary to the American Indians.
I Father Bekkers arrived in Neshoba: county in November, 1883.

At first the Indiens regerded this white stranger with suspi-

16yinutes of the Thirty-Fourth Annual Session of the lew
Choctaw Baptist ﬁssoclatlon, helﬂ with Bogue Homa Baptist
Church, (October 19-21, ¥O45) .
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cion. They were mainlf interested in obtaining something to eat,
and had a traditional distrust of white people. Father Bekkers
became acquainted with a Mr. Welsh, who had great influence with
the Indians, and spoke their language fluently. Through him
the priest was able to explain that he had come to help them,
and bring to them and their children & knowledge of the true
faith. Gredually, the Indians became more friendly and began to
visit Father Bekkers, and seek his advice about their problems.
Father Bekkers now made a decision upon which largely res-
ted the success of the Indian mission. He decided to buy a
tract of land to be divided among the various Indian families.
The title was to remsin with the Catholic Diocese of Natchez,
but the land wes to be administered to provide & permenent home
for the Indlans. In 1884, with money collected in Holland, he
purchased 480 acres of land at Tucker, seven miles southeast of
Philadelphia., He set aside part of this land for an Indiesn vil-
lage, and built a number of cabins on it. The chief of the
local Indiaens selected one of these cabins and came to live in
it. He was followed by other influential men of the tribe.
woon a large group of friendly Indiasns were living on the mis-
sion lands. In 1884, Father Bekkers built the first church at
Tucker, close to this village. The church ana the priest's
house werc built of logs hewn by Indien and white labor in the
surrounding wcods. In the belfry of this church, named Holy
hosary, was a bell purchased from the kicdhane Bell Foundry of
Baltimore. To meet the needs of the growing membership, a new
church was built in 1898. In 1900, this church had & member-

ship of 690 Indians and 108 whites, and three priests and three
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lay members were on hand to minister to the needs of the par-
ishioners.

The Tucker Mission opened a parochial school for the Ind-
ilans in 188L. At first the school was in charge of ienry S.
dalbert, who stayed for one year. Twenty-six children were en-
rolled the first year. Then Fether Bekkers asked for and suc-
ceeded in having three Sisters of Mercy come to Tucker from
Vicksburg to take charge. They arrived September 30, 1885.
They were very successful. They remained At Tucker until 1903.
At that time the Indians et the mission were removed to the Lnd-
ian Territory, and most of the mission workers accompanied the
Indians to the #est.l7

In 1898 a&nd 1899, Methodist churches were established in
Talla Chule comwunity, Kemper county; Conehatta community, New-
ton county; and Phillips Chapel and Black Jack, both in Neshoba
county. These churches were established under the direction of
T. L. Mellon, District Superintendent of the Newton District,
with the cooperation of J. H. Mars and his son, G. W. Mars, and
other white people. Both white and Choctaw preachers coopera-
ted in preaching and conducting the religious program among the _
Indians. _Three of these churches were discontinued after 1904
when & ma jority of the indians moved to the Indian Territory;
but the bBlack Jack church continued to function under the

leadership of osiwpson Tubby, an Indlan preacher living in the

17Unpublished Files of the Holy Losery Mission, Tucker,
Mississippi.
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communj.t.y.18

From 1830 to 1918 the Choctaw Lndians in Mississippi were
generally neglected by the United States. They were denied an
education by the state, and cheated by the white people. The
Indians were forced to give up their homes and become tenant
farmers. They had little food and few clothes. Thus, the Choc-
taw lndians 1n Mississippi brobably lived the most wretched
lives of any group of people In the United States. The only
ray of hope for these Llndians came in the latter part of the
period when a few Christlan churches were established among

them.

lsUnpublished Choctaw Agency Files, Brief Survey of
Mississippi Indians, Philadelphlia, Mississippi.



CHAPTER IV

LATE LAND FRAUDS

After 1853, the Choctaw lndians in Mississippl settled aown
to a routine and generally uneventful pattern of living, resolved
to spend the remainder of thelr life in their native home. They
wanted nothing quite so mueh as to be lert in peace by the State
and rederal government.

For many years only a f=w Indians left the state to join
the Choctaw Nation in the West. This peace and contentment was
again disturbed in 1897 when Congress made another sttempt to
remove the Indiaens to the lWest, and encourage the Mississippil
Choctaws to take up residence in the Indian Territory as a pre-
liminary step to the allotment in severalty ot all Choctvaw
tribal lands.

In that year the Commission to the Kive Civilized Tribes
was Llnstructed to negotiate with the Five Civilized Tribes in
the Indian Territory, to examine the guestion and report to
Congress whether the lilssissippi Choctaws under their treaties
were not entitled to all the rights ot Choctaw citizens except
an interest in the Choectaw annuities.l

It was also agreed that the unsold Choctaw orphan land in
Misslssippl was to be taken by the United States goveranment at
one dollar and twenty-five cents an acre, and the proceeds

placed to the credit ot the Choctaw orphan fund in the Treasury

lthe Statutes at Large of the United states, XXX, 83.
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of the United States.?

The above Atoka agreement as amended by Congress was made a
law and embodied in the Curtis Bill approved by President lMcKin-
ley on June 28, 1898, The Curtis Act was accepted by the Choc-
taw and Chickasaw Nations. It provided for the winding up of
their tribal government. It abolished tribal laws and tribal
courts. Under authorization of this measure the Daﬁes Commission
was empowered to proceed with lndividuel allotment cf lands as
soon as the tribal rolls had been completed. Drawing up the
list of Choctaws entitled to allotments was an almost unbelliev-
ably difficult task. Under this law, the Commission had to de-
termine the identity of [ndians claiming fights under the Treaty
of 1830. The intent of the legislation was to secure for the
Choctaws in Mississippl the rights aunad benefits of Choctaws in
the Indian Territory, provided they could prove they complied,
or attempted to comply with the Treaty of Dancing Habbit vreek.”
The Commission was given authority to administer oath, examine
witnesses, and to perform all other acts necessary to prove the
claims of the Indisns, and to make reports to the Secretary of
the Lnterior.”

In carrying out the agreement with respect to the Urphan
land in Mississippl, the government placed two thousand six

hundred and ninety-six dollars and forty cents in the Treasury

ZAnnual Leports of The Qegartment of the Interior for the
Fiscal year ended June 30, 1898, Lndian Affairs, Lk3.

3The Statutes at Large of the United States, XXX, 502-503.

bIbid., 503.
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of the United States to the credit of the Choctaw orphan fund.
This amount was the computed value of two thousznd one hundred
and fifty-seven acres of land designated as Choctaw orphen land
in Mississippi. Not one cent was given to those Choctaws who
desired to staj in that state.”

The Choctaws in Mississippi did not know what was taking
place outside of their immediate community, and to most of them
"Atoka Agreement, Dawes Commission, and Curtis Act" were mean-
ingless phrases. They had to be told of the renewal of their
claims. The Dawes Commission sent representstives to instruct
the Mississippi Choctaws of the opening of claims, the opportun-
ity that was now thelrs to secure allotments in Indian Terri-
tory, and to give them & chance to enroll. In January, 18399,
the Coumission proceeded to Mississippi for the purpose of iden-
tifylng Mississippi Choctaws who claimed a share of land in the
Choctaw Nation under the Treaty of 1830. On March 10, 1899,
the Commission submitted a report to the Department of the ILn-
terior contalining nearly two thoussnd nemes of claimants iden-
tified by the Commissi:n as Mississippl Choctaws, but without
evidence substentiating their rights to participate in the dis-
tribution of land in the Choctaw Nation. However, the Depart-
ment declded to accept tentatively the names appearing on this
report subject to action when the final roll cesme to the Sec-

retary for'approval.6

Sannual Keport of The Department of the Interior, 1900,525.

6nnnual Leport of The Depertment of the Interior, 1901,
Part I, 157.
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An Appropriation Act passed May 31, 1900, provided that
Mississippi Choctaws identified by the Commission to the Five
Civilized Tribes had a right to settle in the Choctaw or Chicka-
saw Netion at any time before the approval of the final roll by
the Secretary of the Interior. On proof of such settlement,
sald Mississippi Choctaws would be entitled to allotment. All
contracts or agreements for the sale or encumbrance of land al-
loted to kississippi Choctaws were declared null and void.”

The Commission, being desirous of reaching as many Missis-
sippi tull-blood Choctaws as possible, mailed printed notices
to every post office in the state and advertised 1n the leeding
newspapers that from December 17 to December 22, 1900, an of-
fice would be open at Hattiesburg, lississippi, for the purpose
of hearing applicants for identificetion as Mississippl Choctaws.
during that week ninety-three original applications were filed.8

The law of 1898 placed full-bloods and mixed bloods on
equal footing. Claiments came in from all parts of the United
States. Many white people and negroes filed claims on grounds
that they were part Choctaw, hoping to secure for themselves a
rich homestead in the Lndian Territory. A number of attorneys
and alleged real estete agents, sensing the possibility of get-
ting rich, went to the Choctaw country in Mississippi to canvass
the full-bloods and others who might heve a little Choctaw

blood in them, urging them to submit an application for a cleim.

7The Statutes at Large of the United Stetes, XXXI, 236.

8annual Heport of The Department of the Interior, 1901,
Part 1L, 21.
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These agents or attorneys agreed to help the prospect secure an
allotment for one-half of the benefit, a rather sizeable fee
for these questionable "legel" services,

In 1901 the Commission made another attempt to gain infor-
mation on the Choctaws in Mississippi. From April 1, 1901, to
April 30, 1903, representstives of the Commission were again in
Missgissippl to hear application for identification as Mississ-
1ppi Choctaws. In addition to receiving applications, a great
deal of time was spent in securing data concerning the full-
bloods of the state.

Dally sessions were held in the United States Court House
at lMeridian, Mississippi, from July 1, 1901, to October 10,
1901. Applications of one thousand three hundred and ninety-
three people were heard.

Many full-bloods refused to appear before the Commission
at Meridian. The examiners, beilng anxious to reach as meny
full-bloods &s possible, decided to provide a field party to
visit those areas where full-blood Choctaw Lndieans resided.

The party, composed of one examiner, a clerk, two stenogra-
phers, two interpreters, a cook, and teamster with camping
equipment, left Meridian October 11, 1901. This group visited
Indien communities in Jasper, Scott, Newton, Leake, and Nes-
hoba counties. On t.is field trip the party devoted its time
to recélving applications and collecting information regerding
the full-blood Choctew Lndisns. Frew besides full-blood Ind-
ians made application to the flield party. With the examiner in
their community, many of the full-bloods refused to come out

and file application ror identirication. To secure the desired



Ly

information, the exeminer and intepreter went to the home of
the Indian to ascertain whatever facts they could relative to
the Indians. On January 13, 1902, the field party returned to
Meridian to receive other applications. The office was flooded
with claimants, white, negroes, and a few full-blood Choctaw
Iudians.9

A party set out on the seﬁond field trip ¥February 17, 1902,
to visit other full-blood communities of the state and to re-
check some of the communities already visited. As before, the
Commission found the full-blood Choctaw Indians unwilling or un-
able to give any intormation or to take an oath., The Indians
were suspicious of all white people because some had been among
ther trying to secure for tueiselves a part of whatever allct-
ment the Indian might receive in the Choctaw Natlon west of the
Mississippl LEiver. This second field party was back in leri-
dian April 13, 1902. The Commission remained in Meridian until
April 30, 1902, to receive other applications for identif'ica-
tion, then returned to the Indian Territory.lO

It was now apparent that the ignorent full-blood, for whom
Congress intended to provide, had no record of his ancestry,
and coulda not prove his rights under the law, and if required
to do so, would fail to receive the benefit of the legislation.
In order that this might not happen, Congress passed a law
July 1, 1902, declaring all full-blood Mississippi Choctaw

Ysnnual heport of The Department of the Interior, 1903,
J_.’&I't l.[’ 2’-}‘

10ibid., 26.
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Indians or descendants of any Mississippi Choctaw Indian, whether
of full or mixed blood, who had received title to land under the
Treaty of 1830 and had not moved West before June 28, 1898, would
be deemed as lississippi Choctews and entitled to benefit or al-
lotment in the Chickasaw or Choctaw Nation in the Indlan Terri-
tory, provided they made bona fide settlement there within six
months after identification.lls>12

Now that the full-bloods were assured of their claims, the
grafters turned their attention to them. These agents rode over
the country, signed contracts with the Indians, had them gether
at a nearby station, loaded them on the train, and left for the
Indian Territory. The Indians_were too poor to pay for their
own transportetion, so the agent paid the fare. Upon arrival
in Oklahoma, the Indians were traded by the agent to some person
who wanted to profit at the expense of the Indian, the profit to
take the form of a lien on the allotments.l’

Robert L. Owens, Charles ¥. Winton, and associates had
hundreds bf these contracts which would have enabled them to
collect many thousands of dollars, and when they were denied

the privilege of collecting, they submitted the case to the

5 llgpne Statutes at Large of the United States, XKXII,

ldﬂote the Supplementary Agreement which required no proof
of full-bloods, only of mixed bloods, thereby assuring all lis-
8issippl Choctew full-bloods of immediaste rights to western
lands. (Debo- P, 274).

13j0hn w. wade, "Removal of the Mississippl Choctaws,"
Publications of the Mississlppi Historical Society, VIIL,
397-426.
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Court or Clsims, After several years of wrangling, the Court,
in 1922, graented them $175,000 to be pald out ot the Mississippi
Choctaw per caplta fund .14

The time to apply for identification expired March 3, 1503,
At the close of the fiscal year June 30, 1903, the Conmnmission
had identified one thousand seven hundred and tnlfty-eight Mis~-
sissippi Choctaws as entitled to rights in the Choctew Nation,
and had retfused ldentirication for twenty-one thousand six hun-
dred ana six cleimants. Twelve hundred and ninety clalms haad
not been settled.l? '

In the tiscal year endlng June 30, 1904, the Commission
rendered three hundred and ninety-three decisions arfecting
three thousand seven hundred and eighty-three persons. Of this
number, f'ive hundred and eight were identitried as full-blood
Mississlppl Choctaws. The remaining three thousand two hun-
dred and seventy-rive applicants were refrused identirication.

The Indien Approprietion Act of Msrch 3, 1903, set aside
#20,000 to be used in defraying removal expenses ol the Indians
who were too poor to pay their own fare. August 13, 1903,.3
special train arrived at Atoka indian Territory with two hun-
dred and sixty-four full-bloods. In addition, twenty-six iden-
tified full-blcod iississippl Choctaws were removed to Fort
Towson, lundian Territory, on October 9, 1903. 'The appropria-

tion was expended in the removal and subsistence of these two

el T T e C— — s

1% Annual Keport of The Department of the interior, 1903,
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hundred and ninety persons until they could take care of them-
selves.lb

During the fiscal year ending June 30, 1905, the Commission
identified an additional three hundred and ninety-four persons
as liississippi Choctaws.

while in existence, the Commission had twenty-four thousand
six hundred and thirty-four applicants who claimed to be members
of the Mississippl Choetaws. Of this number, approximately two
thousand were identified by the Coumission and approved by the
Secretary of the Interior.l7 About three-fourths of this group
was moved to the West, and eventually received allotments sas
stipulated by law. The Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes
was terminated July 1, 1905.18

The Commission passed upon most of the claims during its
existence. GCome applications were incomplete at the time the
Dawes Commission was disbanded and had to be gone over again to
gilve the applicants & chance to produce more evidence. The
Interior Department wished to dispense with all pendiig cases
as rapidly as possible. To get the needed additional informa-
tion, it was necessary to agaln send envoys to llississippi where
the claimants lived. The following field appointments were held

during the month of March, 1906: Bay St. Louls, March 20-21;

lennug; keport of The Department of the Interior, 1904,
Part 1L, 1hk-15.

174nnual Leport of The Depsrtment of the Lnterior, 1905,
Part L, 596.

187pe Statutes at Large of the United States, XEIXIII,
204 .
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DeKalb, March 22; Philadelphia, March 27; West Polnt, March 30;
and Dossviile, March 31. Some of the remaining cases were cliear-
ed up and confirmed; others were left pending further action.

The Commission had before it the problem of solving the
identification of children and grand children of Susan 5. Burton
and others fsr whom no application was made within the time pre-
scribed by law. The Commission subm.tted these cases to the In-
terior Department, which decided that if these were cnildren of
pareats enrolled or partially enrolled, or beneficiaries of
Article Fourteen of the Treaty of 1830, and were living March 4,
1905, they would be identified as liississippi Choctaws .+7

By 1907 the second removal of the Choctaws was completed.
During this periocd of the activity of the Dawes Commigsion a
total of one thousand six hundred and thirty-nine lKississippl
Choctaws were certified as entitled to allotments in Indien Ter-
ritory. There still remasined in their native home, however, a
small group of Mississippi Choctaws, who remain there to this
very day. Their total number is impossible to fix exactly, but
it would seem to have been about one thousand and five hundred
in 1905, This group was made up in part of Choctaw full-bloods
who had stubbornly refused to register for allotments, and in
part of tribesmen who even alter enrollment could see no reason
for removal to the llest. These people remain & small but dis-

tinctive portion of the present population of Misaissippi.lg

lgﬂnnual Heport of The Department of the interior, 1906,
615-619.




CHAPTER V
THE NEW PROGEAN

Much of the history of the Choctaws who remained in lissis-
sippl after the Atoka Agreement and the application of the Curtis
Act 1s obscure. Even though it is & problem of recent history,
much of the story of the Choctaws was never put on record. One
fact is startlingly noticesble, however, namely that it is cer-
tain that the llississippli Choctaws were at a serious disadvan-
tage socially and economically. The miserable educational con-
ditions, the very poor health conditions, and the destitute sta-
tus of the Choctaw Indians were important factors which led to
the establishment of the Agency in 1918.

In May, 1918, Congress appropriated §$75,000 to provide for
school facilities and other relief for the Choctaws in Missis-
sippi. The sum of $5,000 was to be used for the salary of a
special agent, who was also to be a physician, the salary of one
farmer, and one field matron; $20,000 for their education, in-
cluding purchases of land, construction, and maintainance of
buildings; 25,000 for the purchase of farm land; and $25,000
for the purchase o seed, live stock, and for building homes.l
That same year Commissioner Cato Sells, who was in charge of
Indian atrfeirs, made a personal vislit to Mississippi where he

traveled among the Lndians of Leske, Neshoba, Kemper, and

lThe Statutes at Lerge of the United States, XL, Part I,
573.
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Newton counties.?

After the Sells investigation, the Agency was set up in
1918 with headgquarters in Philadelphia, Mississippi. Since that
time through its services an effort has been made to educate and
improve the social and economic status of these Indians.

Before the Agency was established, the most urgent need of
the Indians was medical attention and medicine. Often physi-
cians would not visit the sick Lndians before the fee was pald
in advance. As a result, very few had adequate attention when
they were ill. If a physician was secured, medicine usually
had to be bought and pald for and the Choctaw seldom had money
to make the purchase.’

OUne ot the chier reasons for the establishment of the Choc-
taw Agency was to lmprove health conditions. The first two
superintendents, Dr. Frank J. McKinley, special agent in charge
from 1919 to May 12, 1926, and Dr. Kobert J. Enochs, from May
13, 1926, to July 15, 1932, were physiciesns. The hospital, one
of the first buildings comnstructed, was opened for patients in
1929, and enlarged in 1631 to a capacity of thirty-five beds,
an A-kay room, operating room, and delivery room. UDesides a
contract physiclan who was 1n charge of the hospital, the staff
consisted ot one head nurse, three staff nurses, three ward at-

tendants, two of whom were Lndian girls, and a cook. Over and

<pnnual Keport of The Department of the Interior, 1919,
Part L1, 79-80.

Juilliem Ketcham, "Keport on the Choctaw Indians in Mis-
sissippi,™ Annual neport of The Department of the Interior,
1918, Part IL, 344-349.
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above theée, éhere were two other contract physicians whose ser-
vices were available at all times to the Indizns when needed,
and a field nurse to visit the homes of the Indians to give ad-
vice on health and sanitation.

At first the Agency officials had some dirficulty in per-
suading the Indiens to patronize the hoepital. In 1930, only
three hundred and forty-four patients were admitted, as compared
with eight hundred and six in 1939, and seven hundred and forty-
eight in 1944.

Lver since the opening of the hospital, efforts have been
made to get pregnant women to come to the hospital, with only
medioecre success. Yor in spite of the effort made, out of a to-
tal of four hundred and ninety-nine births, about one-fourth of
the children, specitically one hundred and fourteen, were born
outside of & hospital from 1939 to 1945.“ Over the same period
of time, of the one hundred and seventy-two deaths, one hundred
and four did not occur in a hospital. Exclusive of those who
were killed in an accldent or found dead, twelve persons died in
1944 unattended by a physician.> There still remains consider-
able reluctance to take advantage even of available hospltal
facilities.

The more prevalent diseases among the Choctaws are tubercu-
losis, malaria, and hookworm. 4An official report to the Indian
Office in 1929 showed that out of two hundred and twenty-one

cases examiaed tor tuberculosis, twenty-one were found to be

4Unpublished Choctaw Agency Files.

2Unpublished Choctaw Agency Files.
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active. -The following year, two hundred and thirty-six cases
were examined and twenty-three were found to have active tuber-
culosis.

Under proper guidance, and a program set up by the Agency,
deaths due to tuberculosis have been on the decline, as may be
ascertained by the fact that in 1929, out ot a population or one
thousand five hundred and twelve, there were seven deaths caused
by tuberculosis, while in 1944 with a population of two thousand
two hundred and thirty-two, only tour fatalities were attributed
to this disease.

During the fiscal year 1930-31, seventy-one of the admis-
sions to the hospitel were due to malaris. In 1936-37, the cor-
responding figure was ninety-one, and in 1941-42, was reduced to
forty-six. In an attempt to combat this malady, houses have
been screened, drives have been conducted to eliminate the breed-
ing places of mosquitoes, and the hospital personnel and field
nurse have treated those afflicted with malaria.®

In 1933, Dr., k. W. Stevens, kKeglional lMiedical bUirector, re-
ported that out o two hundred and thirty-rour specimen taken
for hookworm, seventy-eight were positive. Ile stressed the need
of' education concerning this diseasse and recommended sanitary
privies as a necessary initial measure. As a resuit of the anti-
hookworm campalgn, two hundred and two sanitary toilets were
built. The incidence of hookworm has rapidly declined. In

1933, thirty-five percent of the specimen were positive while in

6Unpublished Choctaw Agency Fliles.
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1944, only eight end four-tenths percent were infected.’ The
Choctaws also suffered from other intestinal and respiratory
diseases common to the area.

There are no accurate statistics available on the preval-
ence of venereal diseases among the Choctaws. In 1930-31, treat-
ment was given at the hospital to three cases; in 1936-37, to
twenty-five; and in 1941-42, to six. A large percentage of
those treated in 1936-37 were pregnant women who had come to the
hospital for other reasons.® Information sqch as this does not
seem adequate to generalize on this phase of Indian health.

At one time a traveling dentist visited the reservation
twice a year, examined the children's teeth and rendered some
dental service, but this practice had been discontinued because
of lack of funds. Today many of theze Lndians have missing front
peath due to lack of proper dental care. They have been reluc-
tant to visit the local dentist because he meintained separate
operating rooms for negroes and these had to be used by the
Indiaas.,

Each year the Field Nurse hes examined the vision of the
school children. Serious cases of defective visibn have been
located. Those able and willing to pay a loc&l speclalist for
optical service were examined and provided with glasses at a

flat rate of fifteen dollars per person.’

7Unpublished Choctaw Agency Files.
8Unpublished Choctew Agency Files.

9Person§l interview with A. H. McMullen, Superintendent of
the Agency, Fhiladelphia, Mississippl, June 15, 1946.
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Degpite the efforts put forth by the Agency to improve
health, some Choctaws continued to use the Indian medicine men,
of whom there were still eight in 1946, instead of the white doc-
tors made available to them through the Agency. Sometimes a sick
Indian remained at home under the care of the Lndian doctor until
his condition wes hopeless and then went to the hospitel and died.
Under such circumstances the hospital was usually blamed for the
death .19

One noticeable effect of the estavlishment of an Agency for
the hississippi Choctaws has been their gredual concentration
into a smaller area. Before the establishment of the Agency in
1918, the Indians were scattered over thirty counties of south
central Mississippi. Nearly all of them now live within forty
miles of Philadelphia, in most cases near one of the seven day
schools which have been established for them.ll

The federal government has in recent years consistently at-
tempted to increase the number of landowning Choctaws. In 1918,
Congress appropriated 25,000 for the purchase and improvement
of land not exceedlug eighty acres for any one family for the
Choctaw Lndlans of Mississippl. This amount was in the form of
a loan to be administered by the tribal agent.12

In 1921 the federal goverament began to buy improved and

unimproved land, and to construct homes and other improvements

lOPersonal interview with John B. Harris, Choctaw Farm
Agent, June 16, 194l1.

llUupublisned Choctaw Agency Files.

————— ——— ——— ——
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for resale to the Indians on a reimburscble basis. In the per-
lod from 1921 to 1932, three thousand six hundred and eighty
acres with some homes and improvements were purchased. Addi-
tional homes and improvements were added to the unimproved lands
and the entire government holdings sold to eighty-eight Indians
on the reimbursable bases. All of these Lndians defaulted in
their payments on these lands during the years of the depression.

From 1932 to 1939, the government purchased and resold to
the Lndians eleven thousand five hundred and ninety-nlne acres.
Many of these also defaulted.

Kealizing that the ILndisns were apparently not ready for
outright ownership of land, Congreas passed an Act on June 21,
1939, wilch provided that titles to lands purchased by the United
States for the benefit of the Choctaw Indieans in Mississippi un-
der the Act of kay 25, 1918, and simllar subsequent acts which
were not under contract for resale might at some future time be
canceled were to be held in trust by the Unlted States for the
Choctew Indians living in Mississippl and being of at least one-
halt Choctaw blood.l2 Thus it seems that the policy of holding
laend in trust has finally been substituted for the inoperative
plan of full individual ownership. This new policy reflects an
interesting return to the original pattern of tribal land owner-
sLip.

In 1944 there were two hundred and fifty-five Choctaw fami-

lies living on land held in trust by the government with allot-

13phe statutes at Large of the United States, LV, Part LI,
851.
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ments of from twenty to eighty acres each. Some was used for
row crops and some for grazing. The remainder of the approxima-
tely trit'teen thousand two hundred and eighty acres was used for
timber &end common grezing lands.

The chief occupation or the Mississippi Indians during re-
cent years has been farmiug. Before the advent of the new land
progrem, practically all of the Mississippl Choctaws were share
croppers, but few were renters, all in a virtual state of peon=
age. oSince the establishment of the Agency, much has been done
to raise the economic status of these people. Money was included
in the first appropriation to employ a farmer to assist and en-
courage the Lndians in their farming pursults.lh

The position of Farm Agent was established in 1931 with B.
E, McIntosh employed to fill the plece. While in this position,
he recommended that each Indian fawily produce enough food for
its own consumption, and attempt to have a surplus to sell.
Meclntosh resigned Uctober 31, 1934. The position remained va-
cant until february 1, 1935, at which time it was tilled by O.
C. Culver, who encouraged ferm practices similar to those of
MecIntosh, and assisted the Indians in a live stock program, un-
til he resigned March 21, 1941.

An gppoiuntment of a second Farm Agent was authorized on
September 16, 1935, and the position was filled by Claude A.
Chandler. iHe was succeeded by John B. Harris February 8, 1937.

His report showed that he had established goals for the produc-

hrpia., XL, Part L, 573.
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tion of cotton, corn, gardening, and truck farming. Lilarris re-
signed as Farm agent October 25, 1943, and the position of Farm
Agent was abolished February 5, 1944, leaving the Agency without
a farm Agent.

The position of Senlior instructor of Agriculture was estab-
lished February 2, 1937, and filled by A. H, lcMullen until he
became Superintendent of the Agency Uctover 1, 1940. At that
time the title Senior Ianstructor of Agriculture was changed to
Principal of Schools with Jack Anderson filling the position.

In 1933, the posltion of lFarm Agent was discontinued and the du-
ties were also assumed by the Principal of the Schools. Lt was
the dﬁty of' the Senior lnstructor of Agriculture to teach the
types of agriculiure common to that section of the couantry, to
plan organizations such as the 4-d Club, and to assist the tea-
chers in providing instruction in the field. Harris, Culver,
and bicsmullen were éuccessful in creating a growing interest in
better farming methods on the part of the Lndiens. In 1939, two
tractors were purchesed for use by the Indians and through the
efforts of the Farm Agent and lickiullen pure-bred chickens, cows,
and hogs were introduced among the Indians. These men sponsored
community falrs to which the different communities brought ex-
hibits and competed for awards. Lo addition to these community
fairs, the Choctaws had exhibits in the Leake, Newton, and Nesho-
ba Co.nty Fairs. The lLndian booth at the State Fair has always
been an attrection, as well as being educalionsl to those whites

and colored people of Mississippl who believed that all Indians



were west of the Mississippl River.
The method of farming employed by the Micsissippl Choctaws

during recent years may seem crude to one not familisr with farm-

ing in that area. For power the two hundred fiTty-five Indian

£=1

famillies on the reservation ususlly had from cne to five nmules,
and the implement shed contained a middie buster, a straight
stock, one or two turning plows, a side harrow, a lap row har-
row, and a few hoes. Some of the more advanced Lndians owned &
horse disik. UNone of them owned a mower or hayrake, but had ac~
cess to those owned by the community. «ith the limited supply
of farming tools and the low fertility of the soll, income from
farming has always been small. However, during the years 1935
to 1938 thegse people canned an average per family of more than
three hundred cans of fruits and vegetsbles, principally peas,
corn, cucumbers, tomatoes, apples, plums, peaches, berries,
kraut, laglish peas, striig beans, and beets. Desides this can-
ned food, they produced sweet potatoes, Lrish potatoes, peanuts,
sguash, and pumpkins. These foodstufis together with corn, hay,
and a little cotton made up the pfoducts of the éverage farm.lb
The one hundred and sixty-three share cropper famllies
lived under about the same conditions as the white shafe crop-
pef in the same comunity.
The Lncore of the Choctaws 1n Mississippl has been below

average even for that state. Yor the five ysars preceeding 1944,

lDUﬂpublished Choctaw Agency Files.

lbngubiishe& Choctaw Azency viles.
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the average yearly fsrm lncome of the indlan share cropper was
approximately 4$375; the 1944 income was dbuut 3750 for each fam-
ily. Indians living on trival land depended almost eutirely on
farming for their income. wuring the five year period, 1939-44,
tﬂé“aVCrﬁbe fanlly lncowe was $307.30 Tfrom farm products, and an
averaze oI 53.00 per fTamily was carned by wage work, m-king a
total income of 300.30 for each famlily. _Eor the year 1544, the
aversge iamlly income from the farm was $682.40; in addition
they earned $60.00 from day labor, Thé high income Tor 1944 was
“eredited to an exceptlonally good cotlton year aad high prices ftor
call farn products.l7 In addition to farml.g their own crop, the
men worked st near by saw mi.ls, usually aé timber cutters or
loggérS. A few worked on the public rbaﬁ system, and some as

day laborers on the farm of other Lndians or sbme’white neighbors.
Three have been employed as brick-layer helpers. ﬁctva single

Choctaw was employed in defense work lo

- -

The indlans have made use of federezl credit Aaon »iegs such

.

slnistration, and rarm Credit sdminlistra-~

as.the Farm Eu'”llﬁy
tion. The people Tound it difficult .to repay these losns.. lor
exaiiple, there were in LOL4 thirty-elght families on the active
‘rars o tecurity Administrétiaﬁ cage load of whom four paid out,
seven were foreclosed, and twenty-seven were granted an extension
5r time on their loans. |

The Farm Credlt Administration was extended to the Lndlans

17Uapubllsheq Choctaw '; eney riles.

] » . . " oo 4 Y S 4
18pcrsonal intervicw with. 4. e Mewmullen, June 1Y, 19406,
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in 1933, ana for a ten year period ending in 1943 the average
number of families borrowing for productlon purposes was one
hundred and three. No loans heve been made through these fed-
eral Agencies since 194).19 |

In 1945, a gas and 0il lease was signed with the Shell 0il
Company on four thousand four hundred and twenty-one acres ot
tribal land in Pearl hiver community, for an initlal bonus of
¢3.75 an ascre and $1.25 an acre annual rental for ten years.
The bonus and first rental amounted to $21,105.25; the second
year's rental was ¢5,224.75. Other leaseé have since been made,
Money obtained from o0il and gas leases and the sale of timber
on tribal lands have been placed in & revolving loan fund to be
used to aid Indians on the tribal land. In 1944, the year the
fund was made avsilable, eighty-elght revolving credlt loans
ranging from ¢50.00 to $498.00 were made amounting to a total
of $12,595f90. Lighty-five of the eignty—eight'borrowers spent
$5,066.18 for fertilizer, sixty-six spent $1,586.50 for feed,
and seventy-seven expended {2,581.75 for subsistance. The re-
mainder of the loans was used to purchsse various farm necessi-
ties ranging from $30.00 for cattle to §1,678.50 for work
stock.?Y

In 1945, eighty-three loans were made ranging from $4l1.00
to $682.,00. Total loans amounted to §13,748.36. These loans

were expended as in the previous year with three exceptions.

19Unpublished Choctaw Agency Flles.

20Unpubllshed Choctaw Agency Files.
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Less wag spent for feed, and more went for the purchase of cattle
and tarm machlnery. Under the hevolving Fund set up, loans were
made Tor periods of from one to five years, and in case of undue
hardship, the indian was given a tine exteusion.gl

A majority of the tilssisslppl Llndians have accepted Christ-
ianity, but one group in Hoxubee county, near kashulaville, still
cling to the native religion. This group has a chief, not recog-
‘nized by the aAgency, as a lcader. The forefathers of this £Toup
consistently refused towaccept land from the goverament, and
were not willing to mové to tribal land provided for them. They
have no church and no school, and do not want either. They say
the Choctaws had religion and good common sense when Columbus
- discovered Amerlca. Some anclent customs are observed by these
Tollowers of Chlef Cemeron wesley, particularly relating to Tun-
erals and marriages.

A marriesge of two doxubee indians carried out according to
old tribal custom took place as follows: The week belore the
wedding}the groom provided a dinner for the weddliag feast. The
wedding dance Was'held the night before the ceremony. The next
morning the people gathered at the ball ground. Une or two old
men made a talk telling the groom his duties to the wife. Then,
tiie chief made & short talk, alfter which the groom made a short
speech 1n which he promised to take the girl, work and make her
a living, and always be friends to her people. This ceremony

was followed by a dinner, a stick ball game, and war dance. The

21Unpublished Choctaw Agency Flles.



wedding party was over and all returned to thelr homes.22

ihen the writer last visited the area in 1946, the follow-
ers of Chief Cemeron Wesley would not use a physician. Instead
they placed thelr Tate in the hands of an Indisn mediclne man.
Ifn child-birth, the mid-wife was the only one present. To keep
the race pure, immediately after birth the baby was placed in a
stream to see if 1t was a good Choctaw. lxed bloods never
floated, and full-bloods never sanK,23 so ran a tribsl bellef
which hardly scenms 1o be based either on laws or loglc or laws
of physics.

liost of the other Choctaws 1n kississippil have in recent
years acéepted Christlian customs. These Indians are predomlina-
tely Baptist and Catholic with a few wethodists among them. The
ifloly Losary Llndlan Mission, established by the Catholics in
1884, has continued to cerve as a gulding light to many of the

Indians. 1In 1921 kKeverend ¥, J. Philippe was appointed pastor

of Holy kosary lls

w

ion. e was successful in securing the ser-
vices of three Auvgustianian Disters who arrived at Tucker in
1922. They, with Father FPhilippe, worked among the Indlans un-
til they were recalled in 1930. In 1931, the Sisters were re-
placeq and have since been dolng missionary work among the Ind-
ians.‘ Today the Catholics have two wide awake young priests,
keverend haphael Toner and Leverend Fldells Decker, at ioly

hosary Mission. Ln addition to the church at Tucker, the Catho-

“Zpersonal lnterview with Cemeron wWesley, June 15, 1946,

2 " s » » N —a
*3fersonal interview with Cemeron Wesley, June 15, 1946.
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lices maintain missions 1n Conehatta and Pearl Eiver‘communities,
Weekly serviceg are held 1in these communities.  Church member-
gship approximates three hundred.zﬁ
When last reported, there were ten Baptist churches for the
Missiselippl Indlans. All cere gerved by Choctaw preachers, who
preached in theénative tongue.zb The Baptlist have monthly
preaching service, and weeikly sSunday School and prayer nmeeting
at the church.26
Preaching day for many years meapt an all day worship period
for the lississippl Choctaws. Service opened about nine-thirty
in the morning with zunday ochool. The men had their class in
the house. All married wonmen left the church and went out into
the yard where they discussed the Sunday Zchool lesson. Single
girls and boys listened to the discussion carried on by the men.
After the Sunday School lesson was disposed of, the women return-
ed to the church. At that time the preacher took over and de-
livered his message. 411 this was done in the Choctaw language.
“hen the sermon was over, all retired from the church. ‘the wo-
men spread food and all were invited to eat. After the women
spread the table, they muved away from the table and the men
ate. hen the men had finished eating and left the table, the

wonien came rorward and ate what was left. About one o'clock

» “4Unpublished Files of the Holy Hosary Mission, Tucker,
wisslssippi. '

25Persanal interview with Wilton W. Simpson, June 16, 1946.

Zﬁ&inutes of the Thirty-rourth annusl Sesslon oi the liew
Choctaw Baptist Asgociation, 13.
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all returned to the church and sang about two hours before going
home. The men and boys sat on one side of the church while the
women and girls sat on the other.

Though Baptist misslionaries have been asctive among the Choc-
taw Lndiaens since 1870, the Choctaws often felt that this denom-
ination did not take much interest in them. [t was frequently
charged that Baptist missioharies would stay awhile and then
move on, that there was little permanence in their work.27 Larly
in 1945 the Baptist Home Lkiission Board appointed the heverend
Wilton W. Simpson as Superintendeﬁt of lilssions among the Missis-
sippl Choctaws. After tasking up residence in Philadelphia, Rev-
erend Slmpson showed great interest in his work. During his
first year he conducted the firét Bible Institute ever to be
held among the Indians. As helpers in this Institute, kKeverend
Simpson had Dr. 4. B. Kounds, Baptist Zuperintendent of Iandian
Missions in the South, Prof. 0. E, Sellers from the Baptist Sem-
inary in New Urleans, and ikiss Irene Chambers, field worker for
the Home liission Board.?8® The following year the Superinten-
dent of Missions secured the help of lilss Mirian Vithers, a stu-
dent missionary, to assist in holding Vacation Bible Schools,
organizing Baptist Tralning Unions, and Women's Missioﬁary Un-

ions.<? in 1945 the Baptist Church had a total membership of

27Personal interview with Joe Chitto, Chairmasn of Zand of
Missgissippi Choctaw Trival Council, June 16, 1946.

38R o . . . N PP N\
<SpPgrsonal interview with Wilton W. Simpson, June 16,
1946,

_ <9personal interview with Miss kirian #ithers, Student
ilissionary, June 16, 1946,
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five hundred and fourteen among the Indians . 0

Other denominations have secured virtually no foothold in
the area. There was only one Methodist Church with approxima-
tely fifteen members on the reservation.’l No other religious
denominations are represented in the Choctaws of the state.

In 1918, Congress appropriated money to purchase land,
build, and maintain schools for the Mississippi Choetaws .22 The
first "day school" for the Lndiens was opened in 1921. Between
the years of 1921 and 1930, seven "day schools" were established
at the following locations: Pearl Lkiver, eight miles west ot
Philadelphia on Highway 16; Tucker, eight miles southeast of
Philadelphia on Highway 19; Bogue Chitto, fifteen miles north-
east of Philadelphlia; FKed Water, two miles north of Carthage in
Leake county, on Highway 35; Standing Pine, three miles east of
Highway 35, and eilght miles south of Carthage; Conehatta, mid-
way between Philadelphia and Newton on the Lake-Union road; and
Dogue lioma, three miles from Sandersville on United States High-
way 1l.

The immediate administrative head of the Misslssippi Choe-
taw school system, responsible directly to the Superintendent
ot the Agency wes the Principal of the Schools. He was charged
with the administration and supervision of all schools in the

30uinutes of the Thirty-Fourth Annual Session of the New
Choectaw Baptist Association, 13.

3lpersonal interview with Baxter York, Liember or the Tri-
bal Council from Pearl Eiver, June 17, 1941.

327he Statutes at Large of the United States, XL, Part I,

573.
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jurisdiction ot the Agency. To these duties have been added the
management of the revolving credit funds, including approval of
loans, issuance of purchase orders, and collection of principal
and interest when payment was due. One other employee with at-
large responsibilities was the Home Economlcs teacher ot the
Community School. She was responsible to the Principal of
Schools, and supervised the work of the housekeepers in the plan-
ning of home-making units and home visitation work.

Three ot the larger "day schools" had teachers designated
as Principals who worked under the direction of the Principal of
the Schools in the administration of their immediate schools.
Four community school teachers were charged with similsr duties
and responsibilities in the smaller schools. All of the princi-
pals served as classroom teachers. 1In addition to the above,
nine community school teachers made up the teaching frorce of the
seven "day schools". Fach "day school" had one housekeeper who
was always the wite ot the teacher. The housekeeper, in addi-
tion to serving hot lunches dally and seeing that each child
took two showers a week, iustructed the Indien children in the
art of good housekeeping, hecalth, and sanitation. She super-
vised the canning of foods, sewing, and other similar activities.
Four of the seven schools were served by six government owned
busses and one contract bus, all used for the transportation of
children to and from school. During the hours between arrival
and departure from school, the bus drivers worked around the
school cleaning the grounds, doing Janitoral work, or any cther

things that needed to be done. All of the schools were equipped
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with kitchens, dining rooms, baths, toilets, and storage space.
¥ive were supplied with electric current.33 fLven with these
facilities, the Choctaw did not take advantage.of the opportuni-
tles afforded him. Attendance in school has been poor and irregu-
lar. During the session of 1944-45, one hundred and thirty-four
children betwesen the ages of gix and eighteen were not enrolled
in school. Four hundred and twenty-two were enrolled, and the
schools had a dally average attendance of one hundred and elghty-
seven and four teaths.v The chlldren living on tribal land had
better attendance records than tuose not living on the land.
Despite the poor atiendance, the schoole have proven their worth.
'The indians have been taught the usual course of studles offered
in public schools with more stress placed on heeslth, sanitation,
and vocations that would be of most value to the people, Hone
of the schools taught above the elght grade except Fearl Liver
where in 1945 and 1946 the niath grade was adc’ied.ﬂP

At one time the schools tried to break and destroy the na-
tive tongue, but of late years the department has insisted that
the pure Choctaw language be preserved. Ho classes were taught
in the ancient tongue, but the pupils used it freely at school. 3?2

By the 1940's the school had become a center for social ac-
tivities. Adults met at the school to discuss problems common

to the community. idost of the canning was done in the school

}3Personal interview with Lonnie Hardian, Yrincipal of the
Sehools, June 15, 1946. v¥ersonal observation at various times.

JhUnpublished Choctaw Agency Files.

35pevsonal interview with A. i. McMullen, June 15, 1946.
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kitchen. The Ilndians brought whatever they had to can to the .
school and under the supervision of the housekeeper, all spent
the day helping each other in learning the latest methods by
which to can different commodities with modern pressure cookers.
The school kitchen was available for use at any time, and has
proven to be one of the greatest assets to the people. The men
had regular meetiugs at the school to discuss their problems.
Some of the schools had shops where the farming eguipment was re-
paired and plows sharpened &t no expenselto the farmer.36

During recent years home life among the Mississippi Choc-
taws has varied greatly. The home life of a share cropper or
renter followed a very poor pattern. One Noxubee county family
of three was observed living in a small, poorly kept, windowless,
one room house, without a bed or chair. A block sawed from a
tree trunk was used as a dining table, and a small cook stove
served as a means of keeping the house warm in winter. The fam-
ily secured drinking water from a near-by stagnant slough. The
only out building was a small six by eight corn crib which was
located in a pazture behind the landlord's barn. The wife had
no shoes, but wore a long clean dress. A six months o0ld baby
hed on a clean diaper. Two dogs, two cats, one hen, and three
baby chicks made up the worldly possesﬁions of the family. They
had no bible or other books - which would have been useless to

them - because nelther the husbend nor wife could read.l7

36personal interview with Lonnie Hardin, June 15, 1946.

3Tpersonal observation and interview with Thomas Tubbee,
a Choctaw Lndian, June 15, 1946.
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A Tamily observed in Jones county was not as well off, and
certainly did not have the pride possessed by the lNoxubee county
family. %The Jones county family was truck farming about two

n a two room shack were the father, mot-

l"‘h

acres of land. Living
her, and five childrea. All were thinly clad, filthy and dirty.
An eighﬁ months old baby girl, without even = diaper, was sittiong
in the dust, and rlies were crawling over the child. The per-
sonal property of this family consisted of two dogs and two white
hens. They had no furniture and a pot and three pang served as
cooking utensils and serving dishes.38

All share croppers and renters did not share the poverity
of these two families, but wmost of them were exceedingly poor.
Chief Cemeron wesley lived in a two room log house with & hall
gseparating the two rooms. din one room he had a bed without slats
for his own use. Uther members of the household, including three
daughters, four sons, his wife, hls queen, and womaun slept on
piles of hay on the dirt floor.’9

The houses of the indians who lived on tribal land were
built by the government. biost of them had sgix rooms, which pro-
ved adequate for a family of five, the average size of a Choe-
taw family, and all were painted white. Household articles were
about the ssme as those of the small whiﬁe land hoider of the

county. Fractically all of them owned a few hogs, chickens, and

38personal observation and interview with Thomas Kiley,
g Choctaw Lndlan, June 14, 1940.

39ersonal ovservation and interview with Cemeron
vesley, dJune 15, 1946,
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a cow or two. Gardens were common on the reservation. Person-
al filth among then was rare and their code of morals was high.

The Choctaws of nlisslssippl have always llved a rich social
life, full of sgocial events and recreational actlivities, and
have continued to do so in recent years. The church services
gave the Christian indlans inspiration, aﬁd an opportunity to
assoclate with friends and neighbors.ho

The ball game was nothing new to the modern Choctaw. In
1646, the ancient game of chuuky or stick ball waé(still played
by these people, especlially the Noxubee group.“l They adopted
baseball as played by the thte‘pGOple, and contests between two
indian communities was an e¢vent attended by-all people of the

L2

participating communities. Basketball has become the main
sport of tne Choctaw "day school¥. The indianvboys and girls
have shown proficiency in playing the game. Good sportsmanship
was continually displayed 1ia bassketball. This game has done
more o break down segregation between the L[ndisns and whites
than any other one thing. A few sympathetic white school men
agreed to lnvite the Indians to play 4-H Club teams in the
school gymnasium.. Un some occasions after the game the Indians
have gspent the night in white homes where they have conducted
themselves as ladies snd gentlemen. On one suech occasion, Ll-

lard, the host school, was so favorably lmpressed that the

WOpersonal interview with Wilton . Simpson and Lonnie
rdardin, June 15, 1G46.

blpersonal interview with Cemeron tiesley, June 15, 1946,

ﬁ)w\ » » - P -1
bipersonal interview with Joe Chitto, June 1&, 1G46.
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racial barrier was forgotten, and Fannie Lou Ben, a Choctaw girl,
graduate of Haskell, was employed to teach commercial subjects
in the Ellard Consolidated High School for the 1947-48 session.
She was the first full-blood Choctaw to teach in the white
schools of Im.’Lssj.ssi.pp.‘l..‘*3

School pleys furnished recreation as well as training for
the children, Because of transportation,'most of' the school plays
were performed in day time. Iafrequently on special occasions,
a play was at night. Parents and patrons were invited, and some
attended,

The frolic held in the home or at the school house was en-
joyed by old and young. The young people square danced, told
stories, and played games, such as post office, and dropping the
handkerchief. The old people took advantage of the gathering
to discuss common problems and to tell jokes. 44

Another social and recreational event of importance was the
working. If an Indian had work that he énd his family could not
do, such as building a house, or piling logs on a new ground, he
invited his neighbors to help with the work. Un the set day,
all the people or the nelghborhood came. The men came prepsared
to do whatever work was to be done. While the men worked, the
women prepared the fooa. At noon a meal was served, and iIr the

Job required afternoon work, supper was served and games played

L3personal interview with A. H. McMullen, June 15, 1946,
and Faunie Lou Ben, April 12, 1G47.

bhpersonal interview with Baxter York, June 17, 194l.
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arter supper .42

The annual Gala Day, ususlly the first Friday and Saturday
in July at Tucker school, was attended by Indians from sll com-
munities. For this event, the Indlians killed beeves and cooked
one large meal that was served Friday night. This was followed
by an all-night dance. Saturday morning they played a soft ball
game, and held a feast Saturday noon. To end this gala aftfair,
the Indians played a baseball game Saturday arternoon.%®

The only other feast of importance was the Thanksgiving
dinner at each or the seven "day schools”. The principal meat
for this meal was rabbit .47

The birthday party was unigque in that a Choctaw has only
one in a liretime. The party was at the church on the first or
second bilrthday or the chila. Felatives and friends were invit-
ed and brought presents. The father, preacher, and other rela-
tives made talks. An offering was taken and given to the hono-
ree .48

The box supper was an event with a double purpose; it
served as a social affair and also to raise funds for some com-
munity interprize. The girls and women brought boxes, highly
decorated and tilled with tood. These boxes were auctioned off

to the highest bidder. The lucky man then sought out the maiden

4oPersonal interview with Amos Bell, Choctaw Indian school
bus driver, June 14, 1946, and A. H. Mcliullen, June 15, 1946.

hbfersonal interview with Lonnie Hardin, June 15, 1946.
k7personal interview with Wilton W. Simpson, June 16, 1946.

J“'8i’<ex'ssc:::mal interview with Jilton W. Slmpson, June 16, 1946.
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who brought the box, and the two consumed the contents thereot .49

The nesrest approach to formelity wes found la the bangust
which was held by the highest class 1n each br the "day schools,”
and the one for the basketball players as soon an the season

closed.

423

The Choctaws have regularly participated in three fairs.
At the school falr they exhibited neecdle work, canned fruits and
vegetables, articles made by hand in the school, agricultural
products, poultry, and live stpck. This school Talr was under
the direction of the iocal teachers and the Principal of the
Schools. The best exhlibits were selected; pooled, and carried
to the County Fair, and pleced on exhibit where they competed
with those or the white people for prizes. The Choctaws added
an lnteresting and colorful note to the Stave Felir. The Indians
dresséd in highly colored clothes. The women had long halir,
wore long dresses covered with»beadwork, and wore no shoes. The
men wore red, yellow, or green shirts aad trousers not different
from those worn by white men. kost of the men did wear shoes
to the State Falr. All kinds of fandian hand craft and agricul-
tural products were shown.Bo

The Choctaw Lndians of Wississglippl did not actively parti-

cipate 1n the first Vorld wWar because they were not citizens of

quersonal interview with Faannie Lou Ben, dJune 16, 1946,
and A, . dewmullea, Juuws 15, 1946,

*Upersonal interview with A. H. iekullen, June 15, 1946,
Lonnie bhardin, June 15, 1946, and Joe Chitto, June 16, 1946.
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the United States.?l Citizenship was granted to these ILndians

in 1924.°%

In World War LI, one hundred and thirty-six entered
the various hranches of the service. Eleven were killed in ac-
tion, or died of disease, ©S5ix were totally disabled and fifteen
partially disabled.’?3

In 1946, Agency headquarters consisted of adequate hospital
space for free hospitalization of the Lndians, sﬁfricient oftice
space for all employees, and modern residences for the white em-
ployees. Under the guidance of the Agency the Indian population
was galning on an average of fifty persons a year, and the two
thousand two hundred end seventy-eight Choctaws believed they
were definitely making 1.)1%::;@1’@555,51*L after long years of plunder,

neglect, and harassment by the government and the local popula-

tion.

5lpPersonal interview with A. H. McMullen, June 15, 1946.

22rne Statutes at Large of the United States, XLIII,
Part L, 253.

53Unpublished Choctaw Agency Fliles.
54Unpublished Choctaw Agency Files.
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CHAAPTER VI

CORCLUSIOH

During this period the Choctaw Indians who remained in
Misgissippl after the Treaty of Dancing Eabbit Creek, September
27, 1830, have lived a more dismel life than their kinsmen who
were removed to the Indian Territory. Because of fallure on
the part of the United States Agents to make the proper allot-
ments of land to the deserving Indians, and the unscrupulous
methods used by certain land speculators 1ln securing titles to
these allotments, the Choctaw Indians in Mississippi realized
very little from the land promised them by the treaty.

Afber the Lndlans lost thelr land they were compelled to
become tenant farmers on the farms of white people, or to drift
ainmlessly to the government hills. Unlike the Choctaw Landlans
in the Llndian Territory, those in kississippl received no cash
annuity; therefore, they had no means of a livellhood. The lot
of these people was hard. They did not have sufficient food,
raiment, or shelter. Life for the Choctaw Indians in hississ-
ippi ves almost unbeareble. The Lndlans had no friends to whom
they could look for assistance. The government had apparently
forgotten then and mede no effort to ald them in any way. The
white population of sississippl looked down on the Indlans as
an inferior race and refused to associate with them. The Ind-
ians in turn despised the negroes. The Indlans in most part
were illiterate. They could speak no language except thelir

native Choctaw, and snew very little asbout Christianity. The
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Choctaw lndlians in liississippil had become sullen and without
hope. Life for them was miserable. Under such conditions it
was lmpossible for the people to make progress.

During this period the descendants of the proud Choctaw
warriors who once roamed and ruled the southern half of ilssis-
sippl, resched a very low soclal and economic stubus.

With the establishment of the Choctaw Indlan Agency at
Philedelphia, Mississippil, 1n 1918 came a gleam of hope to these
wretched people. By the skillful guidance of the Agency steff
great improvements have been made in the health, economical,
and educational status of the Indians. By experiment it was
proved that the llssissippl Choctaws were not ready for indivi-
dusl land ownership. They are more suited to land held in com-
mon trust by the governwment.

vegregation is groduelly breaking down, and each year
brings a higher standard of 1ife to the Indians. Ilost of them
have sccepted Christianity, and the Choctuw Indlians in Rissgis-

4}

ippl are making steady progress.
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