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Wheat Pasture Demand and Limited Feeder Supplies 

Support Stocker Prices 

Derrell S. Peel, Oklahoma State University Extension Livestock Marketing Specialist 

  



Calf prices in Oklahoma jumped as much as $10/cwt. last week with stronger stocker demand 

and limited supplies both contributing factors.  Feeder cattle auction volumes in Oklahoma are 

down 26 percent over the last six weeks compared to last year.  A year ago, fall stocker calf 

prices increased counter-seasonally into early December.  Conditions are right for similar 

support to stocker calf prices this fall.  However, given that calf prices are already at high levels 

and corn price is sharply higher this year, stocker prices may move up only a bit more or hold 

mostly steady near current levels.   

  

Some parts of Oklahoma received significant rain this past weekend that will solidify stocker 

demand in some areas.  Rain fell in a swath from central into the northeastern part of the state 

and across much of the southeast region.  Most of the wheat is planted and some areas may have 

grazeable wheat by early to mid November.  However, the north central, northwest and 

southwest areas received little rain and remain critically dry.  Variable moisture conditions 

across the state means that wheat stocker demand will likely be spread out across the next few 

weeks as wheat pasture develops at different rates. 

  

The latest trade data for August reveal another reason for tighter feeder cattle supplies.  Imports 

of Mexican feeder cattle through July were running over 30 percent higher than last year. 

Mexican cattle imports in August were down over 50 percent from last year.  However, the 2011 

August total was usually high due to large Chihuahua exports ahead of a change in health status 

that has since restricted imports from that state.  Nevertheless, the August 2012 import total was 

down (perhaps down 10 percent from a more normal August 2011 total) and suggests that the 

large import volumes may be over.  The weekly preliminary data for September indicates that 

Mexican cattle imports will be down even more sharply.  Decreased imports the remainder of the 

year may offset the increases in the first seven months of 2012 and hold the annual import total 

to no more than last year.  Mexican cattle imports in 2013 are expected to be sharply lower than 

recent years. 

  

Cow-calf producers are seeing the expected impacts of the tight cattle supply situation.  Calf 

prices are currently $20-25/cwt. higher than this same time last year.  While calf prices are not 

likely to increase in the next 4-6 weeks as much as last year, they also are not likely to 

drop.  Cull cow prices are currently $10-12/cwt higher than a year ago due to continued strength 

in hamburger markets and decreased cow slaughter.  Total cow slaughter is down 4.8 percent for 

the year to date while beef cow slaughter is down 13 percent year over year.  In Oklahoma, 

auction volumes for cows and bulls are down 68 percent for the last six weeks compared to a 

year ago.  Seasonal pressure on cull cow prices could build over the next month but is expected 

to be less than usual this year.  Higher corn prices this year are tempering feeder cattle demand 

and bigger questions remain about domestic and export beef demand but tight feeder cattle 

supplies will continue to dominate the cow-calf and stocker sectors keeping calf and feeder 

prices very high. 



  

  

Mineral Program for Cows on Wheat Pasture 

Glenn Selk, Oklahoma State University Emeritus Extension Animal Scientist 

  

Many Oklahoma cow calf producers will use wheat pasture as a major source of winter feed for 

beef cows.  If wheat pasture is the predominant feed in the diet of mature beef cows, providing 

an appropriate “wheat pasture” mineral mix will be helpful in preventing grass tetany at, or after 

the calving season begins. 

  

Grass tetany, caused by magnesium deficiency does not seem to be a major problem in 

Oklahoma although occasional cases are reported.  It typically occurs in beef cows during early 

lactation and is more prevalent in older cows.  The reason is thought to be that older cows are 

less able to mobilize magnesium reserves from the bones than are younger cows.  Grass tetany 

most frequently occurs when cattle are grazing lush immature grasses or small grains pastures 

and tends to be more prevalent during periods of cloudy weather.  Symptoms include 

incoordination, salivation, excitability (aggressive behavior towards humans) and, in final stages, 

tetany, convulsions and death.  

  

It is known that factors other than simply the magnesium content of the forage can increase the 

probability of grass tetany.   High levels of potassium in forages can decrease absorption of 

magnesium and most lush, immature forages are high in potassium.  High levels of nitrogen 

fertilization have also been shown to increase the incidence of tetany although feeding protein 

supplements has not.  Other factors such as the presence of certain organic acids in tetany-

causing forages have been linked with tetany.   It is likely that a combination of factors, all 

related to characteristics of lush forage are involved. 

   

When conditions for occurrence of tetany are suspected, cows should be provided mineral mixes 

containing 12 to 15 percent magnesium and be consumed at 3 to 4 ounces per day.  It is best for 

the mineral supplements to be started a couple of months ahead of the period of tetany danger so 

that proper intake can be established.   Because tetany can also occur when calcium is low, 

calcium supplementation (7%) should also be included.  Symptoms of tetany from deficiencies 

of both minerals are indistinguishable without blood tests and the treatment consists of 

intravenous injections of calcium and magnesium gluconate, which supplies both minerals.  



  

Cows grazing lush small grain pastures should be fed mineral mixes containing both calcium and 

magnesium.   More information about mineral supplementation for grazing cattle can be found in 

the Oklahoma State University Extension Circular E-861 Vitamin and Mineral Nutrition of 

Grazing Cattle . 
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