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Oklahoma State University Extension to Present Cow 
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Health Specialist 

  
As every rancher, large or small, eventually learns, there’s a lot more to the cattle business than 
just looking good in a big hat.  A few of the required disciplines would include, reproductive 
efficiency, nutrition, herd health, forage management, marketing, calving, handling stock, 
parasitology, and making good business decisions to maximize profitability and protect your 
sizable investment.  Where can you go to get it all covered and tied together?  If you don’t have 
time to go back to school for 4 years to get an Animal Science degree you might want to look 
into the OSU Cow Calf Boot Camp to be held April 25, 26, and 27th in Ada, Oklahoma.  
  
Unlike similar programs, this camp gives you real live cattle handling and lots of small group 
problem solving experience.  Instead of just listening to lectures you will work through the 
exercizes so you can go home and apply your new found skills to your herd.  Although this will 
be the first cow/calf camp, the format has been used in other livestock species by OSU Extension 
educators and in 2008 won the award for the best livestock education program in the nation.  The 
class size is limited to 50 and the program will provide a minimum of 30 hours of sessions 
during the 3 days, conducted by approximately 20 educators.  
  
The cost of the camp is $100 which covers the cost of all educational materials and meals for the 
three days.  For more information contact your County Extension Office or 
visit www.osucowcamp.com .  Enrollment deadline is April 4, or when 50 students are enrolled 
so get you name in the hat now.  
  

https://mail.okstate.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=0B5ttGS0SkSROL71VEctLlKW_VPX09EIPBV0qgkhDwyagiPKhy3t9EeG9H7K0mVWU8ZZ-Akaavw.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.osucowcamp.com


  

What Does Seasonality Mean This Year for Cattle 
Markets? 

Derrell S. Peel, Oklahoma State University Extension Livestock marketing Specialist 
  
Historically, seasonal cattle price patterns have been one of the most reliable tendencies in cattle 
markets.  This is particularly true in a stable market environment.  However, the market is 
anything but stable now and that means that normal price seasonality may not mean much this 
year.  Anticipating cattle markets is always a daunting task and is particularly challenging this 
year with so many short and long run factors affecting the market at the current time.  Feeder and 
fed cattle prices have advanced more than seasonally through the first quarter but still there are 
indications that markets may be close to a seasonal top or plateau.  However, there is much 
turbulence in the water and the picture is far from clear. 
  
Most recently, a series of global events has introduced additional uncertainty and hesitation into 
markets in general and have affected cattle markets as well.  The continuing unrest in the Middle 
East and Africa provokes general political uncertainty and adds volatility to oil markets.  The 
Japanese disaster and ongoing nuclear concerns add additional uncertainty to markets.  These 
factors may or may not subside in coming days and weeks but make it particularly difficult to 
read cattle markets at this time.  Though cattle and boxed beef prices have looked a bit “toppy” 
recently, it is unclear if this is normal seasonality or short term uncertainty causing a brief pause 
in the recent strong market trends.  The combination of global unrest and seasonality may cause 
cattle markets to plateau but the underlying market strength, driven by supply fundamentals may 
limit any seasonal weakness through the middle of the year if the global factors 
subside.  Potentially adding more uncertainty, attention will begin to be focused on 2011 crop 
conditions and corn markets may add additional volatility to the mix and emerging drought 
conditions may temper summer feeder cattle demand. 
  
Looking a little longer term, there is still the question of beef demand and trade.  Over the next 
12 to 24 months, these factors will be particularly important in determining cattle market 
possibilities.   There seems little doubt that cattle and beef supply fundamentals will get even 
tighter over this period and it will be domestic and international demand factors that determine 
the operating range for cattle and beef prices. 
  
Longer term yet will be the influence of the internal dynamics of industry supply.  The process of 
herd rebuilding is likely to begin in 2011 but the process will be slow and will take several 
years.  The questions of just how tight supply will get and how long it will last will play out over 
the next three to five years.  There is still a cattle cycle component to this industry but it may be 
hard to pick out amidst the myriad of other short and long run market factors that will be at work 
simultaneously. 
  
Finally, there are some very long run structural changes at work in this industry that will take 
many years to work out.  The industry we know today was built on cheap energy and cheap corn 
and we are not likely to have either of those in the future.  Permanently higher feed prices 
changes how the industry will produce by putting much more emphasis on forage.  Increased 



competition for agricultural land use for crop production will likely also lead to regional shifts in 
the cattle industry over time.  These factors will likely change cattle price relationships by cattle 
class and region. 
  
Against this very complicated backdrop of influences, it is difficult to develop a clear picture of 
the current market situation.  Some of these factors will either pass or will become more clear 
with time but no doubt other short run factors will emerge. Supply fundamentals are certainly in 
the driver’s seat and suggest that downside risk is limited. Still it is hard to forecast summer 
cattle prices.  The seasonal bet is for lower prices while recent trends could mean higher 
prices.  Or the two could offset and move prices sideways.  For the next few weeks, cattle prices 
will change according to the net effect of seasonal tendencies, underlying short and long term 
trends and external volatility.   It is a situation that requires constant monitoring.  
  
  

What is a "Freemartin"? 
Glenn Selk, Oklahoma State University Emeritus Extension Animal Scientist 

  
Freemartinism is recognized as one of the most severe forms of sexual abnormality among 
cattle.   This condition causes infertility in the female cattle born twin to a male.  When a heifer 
twin shares the uterus with a bull fetus, they also share the placental membranes connecting the 
fetuses with the dam. 
  
A joining of the placental membranes occurs at about the fortieth day of pregnancy, and 
thereafter, the fluids of the two fetuses are mixed.  This causes exchange of blood and antigens 
carrying characteristics that are unique to each heifers and bulls.  When these antigens mix, they 
affect each other in a way that causes each to develop with some characteristics of the other sex. 
  
Although the male twin in this case is rarely affected by reduced fertility, in over ninety percent 
of the cases, the female twin is completely infertile.  Because of a transfer of hormones or a 
transfer of cells, the heifer's reproductive tract is severely underdeveloped and sometimes even 
contains some elements of a bull's reproductive tract.  A freemartin is genetically female, but has 
many characteristics of a male. The ovaries of the freemartin do not develop correctly, and they 
remain very small.  Also, the ovaries of a freemartin do not produce the hormones necessary to 
induce the behavioral signs of heat.  The external vulvar region can range from a very normal 
looking female to a female that appears to be male.  Usually, the vulva is normal except that in 
some animals an enlarged clitoris and large tufts of vulvar hair exist.  Freemartinism cannot be 
prevented; however, it can be diagnosed in a number of ways ranging from simple examination 
of the placental membranes to chromosomal evaluation.  The cattleman can predict the 
reproductive value of this heifer calf at birth and save the feed and development costs if he is 
aware of the high probability of freemartinism.  In some cases, there are no symptoms of 
freemartinism because the male twin may have been aborted at an earlier stage of gestation. 
  
Estimates of the percentage of natural beef cattle births that produce twins vary.  One estimate 
(Gilmore) puts the percentage at about .5% or 1 in every 200 births.  Approximately one-half of 
the sets of twins should contain both a bull and a heifer calf.   (Source: “The Causes and Effects 
of Freemartinism in Cattle” by Laurie Ann Lyon.) 
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