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By Thanksgiving of most years, any discussion of placing winter stockers on wheat involves 

considerations for grazing out wheat in the spring rather than dual-purpose wheat grazing systems that 

involve pulling cattle off wheat in late February or early March in order to harvest grain.  Given the 

current wheat price, there is likely not much interest in grazing out wheat.  Many wheat producers have 

struggled to get wheat established this fall and only just now or very soon will have sufficient forage for 

grazing.  The question is whether it is worth messing with grazing cattle for a short winter grazing 

season.  Initiating grazing on December 1 provides a maximum of 90 days of grazing before the first 

hollow stem stage of wheat, when cattle must be removed. 



 

Traditional lightweight stocker cattle this year have many of the same challenges as they have had most 

years historically:  a high purchase price and a large price rollback for initial pounds of weight gain; a 

greater chance of health problems and more time needed for receiving; and probably higher death loss.  

As has been the case typically, a 90 day grazing season will not work very well for a typical 450-500 

pound stocker calf. 

 

However, a bigger animal, say a 600+ pound steer, will work this year very well in a short grazing 

season.  Last week in Oklahoma, 625 pound steers cost about $115 - $116/cwt.  This animal probably is 

healthier and will have less death loss than a lightweight steer and likely will need little or no time for 

receiving.  Using typical budget assumptions, this animal would have a breakeven of roughly $110 on 

March 1, weighing just over 800 pounds at 2 pounds/day of gain.   At the time of this writing, March 

Feeder futures were at $117.65/cwt.  Currently there is a very small discount for heavy feeder cattle and 

a basis estimate of -$1.00 is reasonable.  This means a net price in March of $116.65 and a net gain on 

the steer of over $50/head.  In addition, a producer grazing his own wheat will have paid himself 

another $35-$40/head of net return to the wheat pasture on top of the added costs for top-dress 

fertilizer necessary if wheat is grazed.  The market signal for stocker producers is very clear: “buy them 

big and make them even bigger”.  

 

Using Ionophores in Replacement Heifer Diets  
Glenn Selk, Oklahoma State University Animal Science Professor Emeritus 

   

 

In an effort to insure more replacement heifers are bred to calve early in their first calving season, 

ranchers should consider using a supplement containing an ionophore in the growing diet of the heifers. 

"Ionophore" is the generalized name for the feed additives monensin (Rumensin) and lasalocid 

(Bovatec). Both are presently approved for use with growing programs for replacement beef heifers.   

Research conducted in Texas and Wyoming (Moseley, 1977; Moseley, 1982) indicated that growing 

heifers fed 200 mg monensin per head per day reached puberty at an earlier age than did similar heifers 

fed similar diets containing no monensin.  This is important because it should translate to a higher 

percentage of heifers cycling at the normal time of the start of the breeding season. 

 



Most stocker cattle research has indicated that the addition of 100-200 mg of an ionophore will increase 

average daily gain by .1 to .2 pound per day. Over a 150 day growing period of a replacement heifer, this 

means an additional 15-30 pounds in average weight improvement of the heifers by breeding time.  

  

In those situations where the diet for the heifers may be prone to cause bloating, adding the ionophore 

monensin in the feed or in the mineral has been shown to be helpful.  Both the incidence and the 

severity of bloat on wheat pasture has been reduced by including monensin in the free-choice mineral 

mix.  (Paisley and Horn, 1998).  

  

Also, ionophores have been effective in preventing coccidiosis in young growing cattle.  After all they got 

started as poultry coccidiostats before they became available and approved for cattle many years ago.  

Most “natural” and “organic” beef programs will not allow the use of ionophores, therefore check with 

the potential buyers of the cattle before including ionophores in the diets.   

 

Have a Safe and Happy Thanksgiving!!! 
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