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Fall born replacement heifers have been (or soon will be) weaned and will be at a very critical growing period. |
mature weight by the start of the breeding season. Warm season pastures such as native grass or bermudagrass v
September. Also these warm season grasses will be reaching plant maturity which accelerates the decline in pro
should plan now to provide adequate protein supplement to aid the young heifers in their ability to digest the late
supplemental protein to continue to grow at the necessary pace of 1.3 to 1.5 pounds per head per day going into |

An economical solution would be to give these heifers 1.5 to 2 pounds of the protein supplement called Oklahon
consists of a high protein (38% - 45%) pellet that contains the label-recommended dosage of one of the ionophol
feed utilization, inhibit coccidiosis, and enhance the onset of puberty in growing heifers. Research from Texas /
reached puberty about 2 weeks earlier than counterparts that did not receive an ionophore. Therefore inclusion c
heifers to be cycling early in the breeding season. Lightweight or young, weaned heifers that need an added boo



Oklahoma Super Gold supplementation program. "Super Gold" consists of feeding 3 pounds per head per day o
the proper dosage and will be beneficial to these young growing heifers.

Cattle on Feed Report and Summer Cattle Markets
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The June USDA Cattle on Feed report showed large placements and growing feedlot
inventories. The report did include, as expected, a large May placement number, up 23 percent
from May of 2009. It is important to remember that this value is being compared to a very small
value one year ago. In fact, the current value as a percent of the five year average from 2004-
2008 is down about 4 percent. The point is not to read too much into this placement value. It
does mean some things but maybe not everything it suggests. The May marketings value was
slightly smaller than last year and was about as expected.

There are several reasons why May placements, like April, showed an increase after many
months of decreases. That is in fact one of the reason for larger placements. Feedlots have been
reducing feedlot inventories for many months in the face of economic losses and were anxious to
rebuild feedlot inventories following a couple of months of better closeouts. The wheat market
also played a role as the deteriorating wheat price this spring encouraged late purchases of wheat
stockers and additional wheat grazeout that carried cattle into May. Moreover, the strengthening
of feeder prices this spring encouraged producers to hold stockers and retained calves into May.
After two months of larger placements, we will likely see slower placements until summer
grazing cattle are available in the fall.

Large placements does not mean that we have more cattle in general. It simply means that we
have changed the timing somewhat. It may suggest some bunching of feedlot cattle later in the
year but not an inevitable fed cattle market problem. The fact is that beef production is still
down for the year and carcass weights continue to run roughly 15 pounds below a year ago. We
will continue to see seasonal pressure on fed prices until Labor Day with recovery expected in
the fourth quarter. Just how low summer prices will go and how much recovery can be expected
in the fourth quarter depends on demand. Boxed beef has dropped sharply the last month but



appears to be stabilizing at the current time. If it holds near current levels, there is not a lot of

pressure for fed prices to drop much further. Feeder cattle prices are holding steady with some
slight counterseasonal increases noted recently. Good forage conditions along with good corn

crop conditions are providing support for feeder markets.

Oklahoma State University, in compliance with Title VI and V11 of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Executive Order 11246 as amended, Title X of
the Education Amendments of 1972, Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, and other federal laws and regulations, does not discriminate on
the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, religion, disability, or status as a veteran in any of its policies, practices or procedures. This
includes but is not limited to admissions, employment, financial aid, and educational services. References within this publication to any specific
commercial product, process, or service by trade name, trademark, service mark, manufacturer, or otherwise does not constitute or imply
endorsement by Oklahoma Cooperative Extension Service



