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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

When Jean Giraudoux wrote his play, Amphitryon 38, he justified the
inclusion of the 38 in the title by explaining that his was the thirty-eighth
version of the drama. A contemporary critic feels that even this estimate
is too low. He states:

The legend upon which the exhibit is based is as old as the Greco-Roman hills
and when its author indicates his belief that there have been only 38 dramatic
paraphrases of it, he displays himself in the dazzling light of a rather
dubious mathematiclan, If there have been less than 75 or even 100, I also
must have missed out on my arithmetic lessons. For it seems to me that, in
one version or another, I have basen seeing it on the stage in different parts
of the world since the kid days when I snitched 50 cents from my younger
brother's dime bank and first sneaked off, a boulevardier of 9, to the play-
house, It hasn't, true, alwgys literally shown Jupiter descending to earth
in the likeness of the husband of the mortal lulu whose noctwrnal favers he
passionately craves. Sometimes Jupiter has been rechristened Boris Bedhotzki
or Sandor Layhayhy; sometimes the scene has been St. Petersburg or Alt Wien
or gay Paree; sometimes the costumes have been modern evening dress instead
of the accepted mylthological mode. But the essence of the venerable fable
has always been there just the same and at 11 o'clock the heroine has always
duly and righteously concluded, with a sly and somewhat less righteous wink
to the audience, that, while the boudoir imposter might perhaps be allowed
his points, she still prefers her legal mate.l

As Nathan suggests, many versions of the Amphitryon drema appear in a
somewhat disguised form, while others take the form of a mare feithful
paraphrese, It is with five dramas of the latter type that this paper is
concerned. In the pages which follow, a comparison will be made of the
Amphitryon of Titus Maccius Plautus, Jean de Rotrou, Jean Beptiste Moliere,
John Dryden, and Jean Giraudoux, These five dramas were chosen from the

)1Gemrge Jeen Nathan, "At Last, by Jupiter," Newsweek, 10 (November &,
1937), 22.



thirty-eight versions assumed by Giraudoux—from the seventy-five or one
hundred estimated by Nathan—~for their prominence and for the fact that they
are based so obwviously on the. Amphitryon legend,

The first extant version of the drama is that by Plautus, which seems to
have sppeared somewhere around the year 200 B.C. It seems certain that there
were even esrlier versions, and that Plautus was by no means ite originator.
Some difference of opinion exists, however, among various writers regerding
the Greek original of the drama. Most writers agree that it was a work of
the New Comedy. Nixon suggests that it might have been written by Philemon
around 300 B.C .2 Bondurant holds & somewhat different view:

The original upon which Plautus founded his drama is not knowne....

It may not be too much to assume that Plautus did not adapt this plgy from

any single original, but is is probable that he owes most to Rhinton

[Greek pleywright of late fourth and carly third century B.CJ for the vis
comica in his piece. This writer handled just this class of subjects, and

Athenseus [Greek scholer of the late second and early third cemtury AJDJ
is owr authority for the statement that he had a play called Amphitryon and

another Hercules.?

Palmer also says that "the most probable view of the origin of the Amphitrue
is that it is copied from a burlesque of the Sicilian Rhinthon."4 Garnett
holds a different opinion:

It is swprising that the theme should not have attracted the best poets of

the Athenian Middle Comedy. So far as we know, however, it was only treated
by a single author, and he not one of the highest reputation, Archippus.’

. )zPanl Nixon, in the mreface to Plautus. (Cemiridge, Massachusetts,
950), v.

Mlexander L. Bondurant, "The Amphitruo of Plautus, Molidre's Amphitryon,
and the Amphitryon of Dryden," Sewenee Review, 33 (October, 1925), 455.

4prtin Palmer, "Plautus and His Imitators," Querterly Review, 173
(July, 1891), 51, = ’ :

R. Garnett, The Age of Dryden. (London, 1909), 92.



Schwabe and Teuffel say only that "its original and the time of its composition
ere unknown."®

Anphitryon appeors in Greek mythology in the accourt of the birth of
Hercules. The extract below contains the theme which was to appear in the
dramas ly Plautus, his predecessor or predecesscars, and his successors:

When Perseus [King of Tiryng] died, he left behind him in Mykenal four sons,
Alkaios, Stenelos, Mestor, and Elekiryons..esAlkaios hed a son Amphitryon;
Elektryon, a daughter Allmene....ond Mestor, a daughter who bore....a son,
Taphios, the colonizer of the island of Taphos. During the reign of Elekiryon
in Mykenal, Pterelaos, a son of Taphios, came thither with his people and
demanded a share of Mestor's kingdom, but failing ignominiously in their
errend, they attacked the sons of Elektryon and slaughtered all except
Likymnics. When the battle was over their fellow Taphians sailed awey to
Ellis with Elektryon's cattle.....Elektryon, bound on exacting vengeance for
the outrage, assigned the affairs of state to Amphitryon end betrothed his
daughter Allmene to him on the condition that the merriage be deferred until
the outcome of the expedition should be known; but after making these arrange-
ments, and when sbout to take back his cattle, a missile from the hand of
Anphitryon, probably wholly by accident, struck and killed him, With the
gtaln of blood upon him, Amphitryon fled with his betrothed to Thebes.ese

but in their new home Alkmene promised him she would ignore the striet letter
of the terms of betrothal and would wed him should he evenge the mumrder of
her lrothers at the hands of the Taphian kinsmen. He met the promise hy
leading a well-equipped army of Thebans and their allies against TaphoS..ees
In Amphitryonts absence Alkmene hed been visited by Zeus in the guise of her
hushand and by him hed become with child, so that when the real Amphitryon
returned, he and his wife were confronted with a perplexing domestic Eiddle
which was not satisfactorily solved till more than a year had passed.

In the chapter which immediately follows, Mographical information will
be given about the five dramatists, and in succeeding chapters, the five plays

will be considered individually end comperatively.

(Lond%m?agl §cm1:ayt:a and Wilhelnm Teuffel, History of Romen Literatwre.
on, ’ .

Miillian S. Fox, k and Roman, Vol. I of The Mythology of All Races,
edited by Louis H. Gray. (Boston, 1916), 76-77.



CHAPTER II
THE DRAMATISTS

Titus Maceius Plautus

Titus Maccius Plautus was born about 255 B.C. at Sarsina in Umlria, a
region of north central Italy. His parents were free but poor. Plautus went
to Rome at an early age and led an adveniwrous life as a Roman soldier.
Later, for some years, he earned his living working in the theater, probably
doing only manual labor. He invested in trade and lost the nmoney which he
was eble to save. Then he hecame the servant of a boker and worked in a
mill, Some sources sgy that he wheeled a hand-nill through the streets and
ground meal for householders. In his leiswre howrs he wrote poetry. He was
by then about forty-five years old. The first three of his lost plays
apparently belong to this period.

After a while he devoted his time completely to literatwre. From the
one hundred and thirty plays that were attributed to Plautus, Varro, the
Roman scholaer, recognized only twenty-one as genuine. All of these plays
were adapted from Greek dramatists, chiefly of the New Comedy. Very few of
his playe can be dated, The Miles Gloriosus appeared about 206 B.C., the
Cigtellaria about 202 B.C., Stichus in 200 B.C., and Pseudolus in 191 B.C.
Others of his plays are Amphltruo, Asinaria, Awluleria, Bacchides, and
Captivi. Plautus died in 18/ B.C.



Jean de Rotrou

Jean de Rotrou was born at Dreux, France, in 1609, of very noble
ancestry. It 1s sald that his first inspiration to write came to him while
he was translating classical literature, His first two pleces, however, were
by no means inspired by the ancient poets. By the time that he was nineteen,
Rotrou had already obtained two successes in the theater, His first play,
1'Hypochondriaque, was published in 1631, His earlier plays were adapta-
ticns from the Spanish of Lope de Vega. Rotrou sald that those portions of
his plays which were most praised belonged to the Spanish author, and those
which were most blamed belonged to him. His later plays were nore clearly
uder classical influences. In 1635, Richelieu mada-him one of the famous ~ive
whon he employed to write tragedies from his plots. I% was then that Rotrou
met Corneille, by whom he was greatly influenced.

Not many detells are available about the private life of Rotrou. He
married Elisabeth le Camus and had tlree children. He had a long fight
against poverty and against his passion for gambling, It is said that when
he had won at gambling or had been pald for one of his plays, he would throw
the money behind the firewood so that it would not be so easily accessible,
When Rotrou had finished his trapedy Venceslas and was getting ready to read
it to a group of actors, he was errested and put in prison far debts which he
could not pgy. He called the actors and sold his play to them for a small
sum, When he came out of prison, he found the play such a huge success that
the actors to whom he had sold it felt obligated to make him a present.

With so many successes in the theater, Rotrou gained a pension from
Louis XIV. In June, 1650, while he was in Paris steging one of his plays,
plague bhroke out in his home town. Over thirty people had been dying daily.
Since he was one of the town magistrates, he felt obligated to leave Paris



and offer his help at Dreux. His brother tried in veain to prevent his
going. When he errived, he wrote his hrother:
Le péril ou je me trouve est iminent. Au moment ou je vous écris, les
cloches sonnent pour la vingt=deuxieme persome aujourd'hui: ce sera powr
moi demain, peut-8tre; mais me_conscience a marqué mon devoir. Que la
volonte de Dieu s'acomnpliasell
In three days, Rotrou was dead.

The more notable of his plays are Hercule mowrant in 1632, la Bague
d'oubli in 1635, les Sosies in 1636, les Captifs in 1638, le véritable

Saint-Genest in 1646, Venceslas in 1648, and Cosroes in 1648,

Jean Baptiste Poquelin Moliere

Jean Baptiste Poquelin was born in 1622, fourteen years after Corneille
and twelve years before Racine, His father was an upholsterer at the court.
This gave hin attendance on the king's household for three months of each
year and it was this court which young Jean Baptiste was later to satirize
so intimately. In 1636, Jean Beptiste Poquelin entered the Collepe de
Clermont, which was the best school in Paris., He was instructed by Jesuits,
and acquired a firm command of logic and rhetaric. He was required to
perform Latin plays written by his mrofessors.

In 1643, he enrolled in an amatewr company. This move reflected his
long attraction by the Italian comedians who were performing in Paris. He
changed his name to Molidre, possibly to spere his father the embarrassment
of having en actor in the family. At the age of twenty-five, Moliere settled
down to serious business and created a successful touring company. He was a
shrewd showman, and his troupe became the most accomplished comedians of the
kingdom in spite of the strong compstition which they encountered.

Iyouvelle Biographie générale. (Peris, 1863), Vol. 42, 700.
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In Lyons in 1655, Moliere produced his first important work, 1'Btowrdi.
This was followed ly another entertaining plece, le Dépit smowreux, in 1656.
Moliére later trought his actors to Rouen where the Duke of Anjou, Louis XIV's
younger brother, took them under his patronage. On October 24, 1658, the
troupe finally played before Louis XIV. They pleyed the farce, le Doctewr
Amoureux, which was such a success that the king let the group use the Petit-
Bourbon theater whenever it was unoccupied. In 1659, Moliére produced les
Precieuses ridicules, which was his first serious esssy in social criticism.
In this play, which was a tremendous success, he attacked the preclosity
which preveiled in the so-called "high society" of his time. It created
meny enemies for Moliere, but it gained for him the king's friendship and
favor.,

In 1662, when Molisére was forty yesrs old, he married an eighteen year
old girl, Armande Béjart. This marriage proved amything but happy. It
has been said that his next two pleys, l'Ecole des femmes and l!'Ecole des
maris, both of which appeared in 1662, are reflections on his owm marital
problems. Armande has been described as "a vain, giddy, and cold~hearted
opportunist who made her curiocusly infatuated hushand as miserable in
private as he seemed light-hearted in pullic."® But Molidre was a comedien
and knew that laughter and entertainment must be the object of comedy. In
the eleven remaining years of his life, he produced most of his master-
pieces: Tartuffe in 1664, Don Juan in 1665, le Misanthrope in 1666, 1'Avare
in 1668, le Bourgeois Gentilhomme in 1670, les Femmes savantes in 1672, and
le Malade imaginaire in 1673, the year of his death.

Molidre died on the stage while he was playing Monsiewr Argan, the
leading role in le Malade imaginaire, during the fourth performance of the

2John Gassner, Masters of the Dramas. (New Yark, 1945), 29%4.



play. Because he had been an actor, the church denied him burial in the
parish cemetery. The funeral was delayed fowr days, and the king's inter-
cession was necessary before Moliére could be buried with a simple ceremony
from which the solemn service was omitted.

John Dryden

John Dryden was born in 1631 at Aldwinkle All Saints, in Northampton-
shire, England., His parents were Puritans with anti-monsrchiel opinicns.
Dryden was sducated at Westminster school and later at Camlridge where he
took his degree in 1654. FHe stayed tlree more yesrs in Caminridge and then
went to London. In 1659, he wrote the "Heroic Stanzas" to the memory of
Oliver Cromwell, This was his first important piece of writing, although he
had written some verses when he was at Westminster. The followlng yesar,
Dryden wrote "Astraea Redux® =nd "A Penegyric on the Restoration," congratula-
tory verses on the coronation of Charles II. Iryden was accused of incon=-
sistency, but Johnson remarked, "if he changed, he changed with the nation."3

In 1663, Dryden was married to Ledy Elizabeth Howard, In December of
the same year, he produced his first play, The jild Gallant, and from that
time on, he earned his living by his pen. Je hes comented that only one
of his mmerous pleys wes written to please himself, The chief landmarks

of his dramatic cereer are: The Indian Emperor in 1665, Tyramnic Love in
1669, The Conquest of Granada in 1672, Aurengsebe in 1675, ALl for Love in
1678, Don Sebaskian in 1690, The Spanish Frier in 1683, and Anphitryon in
1690.

Little is lmown about Drydents priveate life, He had three children
from his apparently not very happy merrisge. In 1670, he was elevated to

R. Garnett, The Age of Dryden. (London, 1909), &.



the laureateship. He felt it his duty as poet laureate to come to the help
of the Court, and in recognition of the obligstion, he produced in 168l
"Absalom and Achitophel" which gave him the distinction of being the greatest
satirist of his epoch, Almost simultaneously appeared his "Religio Laici"
which was a serious argument in verse on the credibility of the Christian
religion.

In 1685, Dryden became a Roman Catholic. The apology for his conversion
was given in 1687 in the "Hind and the Panther," an ergument for Roman
Catholicism, During the Revolution, Dryden did not abjure his new faith
and lost his office and pension as a lawreate and historiographer royal.
Dryden kept on working hard, and assisted by the generosity of friends, he
at least kept out of disgrace, although he was not able to keep completely
out of debt.

In 1700, Dryden put some of Chaucer's and Boccaccio's tales and Ovid's
"Metamorphoses" into his own verse. These translations appeared under the
title, "Fables, Ancient and Modern," a few months before his death on
May 1, 1700. The cause of his death was the mortification of a toe inflamed

by gout! He was buried in Westminster Abbey.
Jean Giraudoux

Jean Giraundoux was born in 1882 at Bellac in the old province of
Limousin in France. His father was a tax collector.

Giraudoux was alvays at the top of his class in every subject. He
obtained his baccalawréat with great distinction and was awerded e scholar-
ship in the Parisian lycde Lakansl. In 1903, he entered the Ecole Normale.
Upon graduating, he decided to travel. He explared the world for mearly

five years, sometimes as a newspaper men, sometimes as a diplomat, and at



10

one time as the tutor of the Prince of Saxe-Meiningen. In these five years
he visited Germany, Holland, Norway, Austria, Italy, the Balkans, the United
States, Canada, and Mexico, From these travels came his first short stories
which later he collected under the title Provinciales and 1'Ecole des
indifférents. As the years passed, Giraudoux decided thet it was time to
settle down to a jobe In 1910, he was appointed eleve vice-consul in the
French Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He spent the next four years traveling
on diplomatic missions. He visited Russia and the Orient., In 1914, he
started his first novel, Simon le M, which is pertly autobiographical.
When the war broke out, Giraudoux took part in the battles on the Marne, in
Alsace, and at the Dardanelles. He was wounded and was cited for bravery
on three occasions. In 1917, he was sent to Americe on a mission of good
will, He swumed up his wer impressions in a little book called Adieu % la
£8rTe.

As soon as the war ended, Giraudoux resumed his duties in the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs. He later was placed in charge of the Press Bureaun. In
1922, he wrote Siegfried et le Limousin,which was highly successful. A
dramatized version was produced in 1928 and wes a great hit. Giraudoux
devoted more and more time to the theater. In 1929, he produced Amphitryon 38,
which also proved a great success. In 1933, he wrote Intermezzo, and in 1935,
da Guerre de Iroie n'aura pas lieu. The best lmown of his novels are Suzanme
et le Pacifigue which was written in 1921, Juliette sux pays des homes in
192/, and Bella in 1926. He died in Paris in 19L.



CHAPTER III
SUMMARIES OF THE PLAYS

Anphitruo by Plautus

Characters .~lercury, a god
Soslia, slave of Amphitryon
Jupiter, a god
Alcmena, wife of Amphitryon
Amphitryon, commander-in-chief of the Theban ermy
Blepharo, a pilot
Bromia, maid to Alcmena

Prologue .~-llercury appears in a street befare Amphitryon's house and
relates that Anphitryon is at the head of the Theban army which has been at
war with the Teleobolans and that he is now on his way home to his wife
Alcmena, Mercury tells how Alcmena has caught the fancy of the father of
the gods, Jupiter, who has come to earth disguised as Amphitryon during
Amphitryon's ghsence., Mercury expleins that Jupiter is with Alcmena at that
moment in his role of Amphitryon, "et meus pater mme intus hic cum illa
cubat," and that Jupiter has ordered him to appear in the guise of Sosia,
Anphitryon's slave, in order to delay the imminent return of Amphitryon and
Sosia and thus prevent any interruption of Jupiter's liaison with Alcmena
during the long night which Jupiter has ordered.

Act I, Scene I.~It is night. Sosia appeors outside Amphitryonts
house with a lantern in his hand. He peers cautiously about him, obviously
very afraid. He complains of his master® lack of thoughtfulness in sending
him from the harbor at this time of night:

ergo in servitute expetunt multa iniqua:
haberdum et ferundum hoc onust cum labore.

11



Mercwury, who is looking on from the shadows, thinks that he should be
grumbling if anyone should, since he has been a free god up to this day, but
is now a slave because his father made him one. Sosia decides that he

should rehearse his speech to Alemena since Amphitryon has sent him shead for
the purpose of telling Alcmena about the victory and about Amphitryon's
coming. He sets the lantern down, mretends it is Alcmena, and directs his
speech to 1t, He m_uat add a mumber of lies to his speech because, as he
confesses to himself, "nam cum pugnabant maxume, ego tum fugiebam maxume."
When he gets his whole speech arranged the wey he wants it, he picks up the
lantern and gets ready to go into the house to deliver his speech to his
mistress, Mercury, whose mission is to prevent Sosia from entering the house
and disturbing Jupiter and Alemena, steps forward in Sosiats form, He has
decided that he must use Sosia's own weapon of roguery in order to drive

him from the door. Sosia in the meantime is gazing at the stars and wondering
why "ita statim stant signa, neque nox quoquam concedit die." He is sure
that old Sol is asleep and drunk, This night trings another into Sosia's
mind, On this other night, he was whipped and left strung up until morning.
As he moves toward the house, he suddenly sees Mercury and halts, very
frightened., Mercury, in order to frighten him even more, says that only
yesterday he laid four men away to slumber. Although Sosia is terrjbly
afraid, he thinks that the best thing he can do is o speak right up to
Mercury and thus make him think that he is talking with a dangerous character.
When Mercury asks Sosia who he 1s and where he is going, Sosia snswers that
this is his own business. Sosia is persusded to tell who he is, however,

and Mercury beats him, telling him that he cannot be Sosla since he (Mercury)
is Sosia. Sosisa tries to prove his identity by relating a few facts about

the battle, but Mercury knows everything, even about the wine Sosia had stolen
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in Amphitryonts tent while all the other soldiers were in battle, Socsia

is very confused. He looks at Mercwry and it is as if he were seeing himself
in a mirror: "swra, pes, statwra, tonsus, ocull, nasum vel lalra, malae,
mentum, barba, collus: totus." He is still convinced, however, that he

has not changed but is the same man he always was: "Quis ego sum saltem, si
non sum Sosia?" he asks. He decides %o try once more to enter the house and
moves toward the door. A%t Mercuwry's new threats, he finally gives up and
leaves for the harbor %o find his master and tell him of all these happenings.
As he leaves, he szys:

nisi etiam is quoque me ignorabit; quod ille faxit Iuppiter,
ut ego hodie raso capite calvos capiam pilleum.

Scepe II.—-Mercury is very pleased with having succeeded in sending
Sosia away and getting him so thoroughly confused. He knows that very
shortly Amphitryon will be accusing his wife of being unfaithful to him,
but he also knows that the story will end happily, since Jupiter will renew
the harmony between Amphitryon and Alcmena, and that Alemena will give
birth to two sons.

Scene III.—Alcmena and the disguised Juplter come out of the house.
Jupiter is getting ready to leave and is telling Alemena good-bye. 'i‘o
Alcmena's complaint that he has to go too soon, Jupiter answers that he
must go back to his men, but Alcmena still insists that since he only
arrived at midnight, he should not leave so quickly. To appease her,
Jupiter yresents her with a golden bowl which was, he says, given hinm for
bravery on the field. It was, however, actually stolen from the real
Amphitryon. Jupiter kisses Alemena, and while she goes into the house, he
dismisses the night and orders the dgy to come forth.

Act II, Scene I.—¥alf an hour has elapsed. Amphitryon, followed by
Sosia, comes onto the scene, and slaves with baggage follow them. Amphitryon
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argues with Sogla, telling him that it is impossible for one person to be in
two places at the same time., Sosia insists, however, that his account of the
previous night's adventwre is true, and Amphifryon decides to find out for
himself whether there is really a second Sosla.

Sgene Il.—-Alcmena is complaining aboul the sorrow that always follows
every Joy. She feels very lonely, but she is happy at the same time because
Amphitryon is victorious, She feels that she can bear her lomeliness if
Anphitryon only keeps on wimning. Amphitryon is very happy to see her, and
especially to see that she is going to have a child because, as he confesses
to Sosia, he was hoping to 1e made a father. Alicmena suddenly sees him and
is very swmrised at his quick return. Her interpretation is that he wants
to test how much she misses him, She advances slowly toward him, and is
very bewildered Ly her husband's sudden outbwrst of affection. She asks
him why he has returned so quickly, and Amphitryon denies that he has been
there since he left for the war. Alcmena insists that just a little while
before she had seen both him and Sosia. Amphitryon is convinced that she is
mad and Sosia supports him, saying,

Atra bili percita est.
nulla res tam delirantis homines concinnat cito.

Amphitryon says that he had just come into the harbor from the war on
the previous night, and that he stayed on board ship all night. Alcmena
then tells him that not only had he been at home, but that he had eaten
with her and had gone to bed with her as well. In order to further support
her argument, Alemena tells him about the outcome of the battle and about
the gift of the golden bowle This is too much for Amphitryon, especially
since Sosia is still carrying with seals intact the little chest where the
bowl is supposedly concealed. Alcmena has her maid tring the bowl.
Amphitryon is emazed when he sees it and says that either Alcmena is the
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helieved bherx ko he imuodest, bub was

(n—-’

e Ry

v

jorte To her

gquesy

that it 1o net fadx

e

Y~
2N

end §

- her feelings do see how

evion og to why he did not

o take in

Alenens pre-

she finally Ly

rAth Alemens

> posce

of hisg ship, to lunch

5.

him Go hesp Anmphitryon

wee aoire divertd himself

and that be vente Sosia to go ask Blephoro, pilol
with {then. Then Jupiter 1l Mereowry snd orders
awey from the house when he comes so that he can ox

with his on loan.®
Scene IV.--fereury promises to keep Anphiitvyon away from the house in

father'ts wighes.

—Jmphitryon comes wearil his doors He has nob

ey o
bk iet

found Nouecrates, so he ided to cone 2gl Alemena more questions,

2 e
T

it 1(7(», 2d.

Wut he tries dhe door end {inds

Scene voury appesrs on the roof as a very dishevelled Sosie.
He asks dn von whe he iz, orders him io stop demolishing the door, and
threatens o douse him with o bucked of water which he roises on the roof.
Here therc is o passoce nissing in the pley. Leo, the Cerman classicist,

outline of the logt porh:

b
W

After Mevowry has ¥ ie et with Anphitryon, the disturbance
eolls Alcrenn from wi L_r:in. a ce.;.:‘sp‘uﬁhc vith her hus w:;um-Juplier had,
left her og,,fl_er ;:o 6 I €@ =m0 130 h:m, out of the

f:fienés L‘G
o

2l gy
sgter,

SUMINoN
he

aid hi
releone from hic

=-1ousa. Perhop
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BB, Jupiter cox 31
zi ngygﬁ"h; ﬂng a

X,

o be z**rie ridicul

Scene IIT.—filephavo leaves the two Amphitryons to untde hemselves,

To Auphitryon's plee that he stand by end help hin, Blephoro ansvers, "oquid
opust me sdvocaio, gul gin advocctus nesclo? Thus abandoved, Anphitryon

-

so':taws dpnorent et Iudificont uv lubet.

,npam in aedis: wbl guencue hoaineu ospexero,
vor sive uxoren ailve sdultarum
rer oive svom videho, oblrumesbo in cedilus,

ane
sen pa
acgue s Inppidter neque di omveg id prohibelunt, =1 volent,
-
4

T ki
=) 3 * b (E s 5 gt & :
ouin gic faciosm uwh consbitul.

As be rushes towoerd the door, o peal of thunder is hesrd snd he folle motlon-

less to the ground.

fict ¥, Scene I.~Bronia comes oul of the house in a panic. She tolls
avoul 211l {the amazing things which hove happened. She relstes that when

Alcnennts time hod come and she called on the gods for help, there cone o

lovd rimbling and crashing which node everyone fall on the floor in a felng,

a4

and o volece called oub:

uxilium, ne tine:
prog:l_[,.uzs coell cultor advenit.

Then the voice ordercad everyone o get up. Bromls goes on to tell that

Mlemena geve bivth fo twin boys without anyous's Inoving how 3% had happened.
A thie woment, lromic gees Anphitryon lyiag on the rground. Bhe helps him
up and tells hin aboul strong ot a

soul cowld wrap him in

enoraous cregled serpe afle, =3 thal

o

he chokad them to desth. Then she rslates that Jupibter has told Alcwmena

Srbddrns, in Floubys, brenslated by Pawl Mixon.

b= e ST He

, 19509, vol. I, 107.
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thet he is the fother of fthe stronger of the boye wiile the other ig

Jupilor appeors once nors. He substantiebes Promints story. Hig lagt

words aros

ce antilgnar
gromerult quom ob tem viw
k) m’. subzctost facere. ego in coe 1@;’31 .vz:».gx‘o.

ta ('

Les Sosdes By Rotrou

Cherastors seer to Jupiter

] et

L

)

2 e O .

f”’O. i, comiender~in~chief of
Alc eno, Amphitryonls wife

Cénh ;,L.c, Al.cmena's wmaid
So.;.l %y Aﬁ'tphi*imyon' 8 servsa

iong ond Bo which esch one of then has cone:

" . ) /
L'momleu:«. ne condult olus en ces champs azures;

1
/

Les s Jourd thud s'en sont falis les degres;

03 1 2 do ddsh e,

B 1e cr:lme 2 1r= prix guleut jodis le merite.

K

Then she {lells ghout Alemena, Mwphiitrvon's wife, who is going %o be Jupiter!s

and sbout Hercules, vho 1s golug to be boyn from thls wmnion.

She foretells all the tzsks which Mereules is golng to verform, the nonsters

=7 T oy o Bt
a1 deathe.

Aot I, Scene L.—TI% dig night. Meromry is gpedl He
tells L% to glow dou I s pek g the night Wk
tells it to slow down and thus prolong the night, Lo

ot the oowent i in Alcmenals srms in the gulse of her husbhand Amphityyron,
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Then Mercury tells hinmself that in order to help Juplter further, he must

age his form to thot of Sosis, Anphitryon's servent,

who 1o just coming back from the way ogelost the Teleoboians, 4o which he has

Mercury hopes by this ruse to be sble to confuse

hend, advances Loward

fate of the great nen!

71

3
1

have to obey their nusters' every wiin and vun so meny denpgers. He thinks
that Anphitryon could well hove weiled waitll mornine do send hinm to anncunce
to Alcnena.

the batitle vichory

R

Scene III.--Soslia talks to himself, e is trying to polish up the

story he is golng to tell Alemens abont her hushand's victory. Since Sogils
has fled from every donger, he i especislly preoccupied with hig

story of the batiles svund true., Mercury, hidden, is wetching him. Hoving
finiched Lis speech, Sosle looks up al ihe sky and wonders why the night

e
5

seens Yo have stopred. le is getllong ready to o Luto the house vhen

-

cabches of Hercury. He is wvery afreld end hurrles o go in, Lud

&

noond selks him who ke dig, where he pwos, ete, Sosia onouwers

Hercury stops b

by

very insolently and Mevecwry %tells hinm to go awey for

2]
-

hig own good., Sogia
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& HOALLD

wean in of the aomins

feast which the rods hove in

n of cowrse

R ) ot . 2o w % . 5 > o e
Ehet he is clove and di1d not Ywing any
Yeroury thet he conld pob

[ o ~Amphitryvon re

wrebes et hove

.'Je oy oul cha ‘r-e tout est icd
on sty do\,kz..,a, ol ne 8 ¥
1 éeDMM, gul m:mulle 01*“1:¢ v ¢hosss,
ES Jcmma en ces nebanm *f'rbcsea:

deux douhléss ce

(.,-G Y
Auro nd
He

gleso

R, . K A ] p= ol
Amphitryen hnocks ot his door.

form, looks the window, oshs

13

Awphitryon

80 rmuch no

what he wents, and tells him nob

thad his gervent wouvld dare o spenk

2, does not

break every

even nore fuwriong, Mere and theat

hitryon is upsteirs

. N
1 ‘?1*:.1‘51'- 3, en Llentreltisn d'dlomene,

the mods to cleor wp this myotery
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> and tells Anphitryon thel he had been awey

from the houge, since according Yo Anphltryonls order, he had gone to the

port %o invite the sitryon accuses hin of

insolence ond digobedlence, Soslia answvers:

Hommes bowd ::J,J.ti*e m‘ime, wm vol, un
Deg @ '90'7,‘\ s et des ﬂSS:@ﬁifz&ﬁ;S'

Jlaural & c?e ne lasg :

Mal-je pas er wm trop cla moignaze?

\ue ’Feu nal ) crewde pas du rivage?

v

[}
o]

y and prepares

o house to solve the wysliery ond chase sway the *;,}po 8T o
Scene E.%J‘azpi‘ﬁer comop out end both he and Anphitryon try eech in

twrn to prove theb he is the true Asphitryone. Boch one relates all thai

1

happened during the battle. Iveryonme is very confused. JAaphitryon lesves

LT

Creon o help, sgying thet in order to get his justice e would

KN . L
to ask Ki

=

ki1l everylody: servants,

8

wife, children, pavents, reigtbors, ete.

Act V, Seene I.~dercury finds Sosla in the kitchen and beate hinm once

nore. Mercury telle Scsie that wheunever he needs hin, his arm is goinz to
e there to furnish hin an houwr's evexcise. As goon og Meroury lesves,

Sosia, who up until then had been frighiened end cowved, &

courage and shouts that ke is onece, twice, thres, fowr tines Sosiz, He

Scepe IL.--Juplter %ells Alcmena that he hse to go back to King Creon
. be proud of his coming son, who is going to be
so glorious that people will think Jupiter is his father. He leaves with
Heroury,

Sceps IIT.~The three copbeing discuss the mystery of the two Anphitryons,

but de not try to solve it, since in thelr words, it i



Sgene IV.=Auphitryon refwns with Creon's soldiers who do not know

whether they chould believe his stery or not, but ere ready to go in and

TRE . S L oy e e 2L ooy padle FERPR BN N S Py b LU i gy -
find the iwnpester if he exisgis. Anphliryon thinks that Alenens has

o crime ong wey or onother and that nothing tubl decth can redeen her:

bt N

? e, Llerrevr uéme est un erines
* N ’

Rien ne peus gue lo mort rebablir son estine.

As they knock at the door, & loud clop of thunder is heard and they 211 fall

2.

cinting to the ground.

:~';.

inds Anphiteyon on the sround and thinks thot he

Py

dead, but as she goes nesy Bim and calleg his none, he enswersg, "Je suis

nort, Qui mteppelle?! She tells hin to pet up, and as Anphitryon openg

hig that durdng the thunder, Alcmens gave birth to twe souns.

s

She relaotes that one cf then was much sgtroager then the other and had freed
himgel? from hig wrappings o kill two horrible winged serpents which had
sttacked hinm dn his crib. She tells hin thet sz Alemena wes wondering who
the child really was, & cleor volce was hesrd in the room telling them that
this ehild is %o be o god, o1 his deeds %o be wonders, his object o he
plory, and his house to be the universe, Ilis nonme is Hercules aand hls

father ig Juplter. As (,-epﬂzﬂln_e iz relating all this, a new clap of thunder

el PUSS

ig heard.
Sgene VI.--Jupiier is seen in the air. He confesses to Anphitryon that

e the neme of the youns hero who will bring umiversal respect to Auphitryon.

He instructs Anphitryon to love his wife end his son and o live in pesce.
Jupiter goes bock up to the sly. Amphilryon ic very pleased with Tthe

cuteoue of the situstion. Sosis seems to think, however, thot the whole

thing is pretiy sad and not an honor at all, even if 1% comes from heaven.
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W

Y

Jote
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e
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liz wonders who the god nisht be who took his form, ALl ke knows

must be & very nalicious god.

- K E . s D
Amphitryon by Jean Bapliste Hollere

Chersciers . —-dicreury
The Wight
Jupiter

Cleanthis, servent of Alemena end wife of Sosia
Sogia

Argetiphontidas, Theban capiain

ates, Alemena's brother and Theban caphain

heltan captain
Pos vcluh Theban G“ptiln

Prolofue .~-Mercury appesars on o clond. Hight is in her cherlot puiled
by two borses snd Vercury is welting for her %o cone by. Uhen she comes, he
tells her that Jupliterts orders sve for her to shop and make this nipht the
longest of nights so that he con stey with Alcmena the longest possible time
before the retuwrn of her hushand fron battle., They discuss Jupiterts loves
end diopguises, Night stops while Mercury comes to earth from his cloud in
order to take the form of Sosla, Anmphitryon's servent.

i I, Scere I.~-Sosia is 21l alone with o lantern in hiz hand., le

sueh an wnpgodly

i

eX

re

seumbles a 13ttle agoingt his nasber Tor heving semt him

f\

hour to announee his victory and coming return 4o his wife Alomena., Sosic

L8

coments thet the servants of grest men suffer m

battle in which he rezlly never took any part,

pretends thet it is Alemens, bows to it, and
Scene Il.--dorowry, wno wants Yo chose Sogls avay from the houge,

nakes a2 1ittle nolse. Sosia is

gterte to ging te give himcelf

.

courcge. He stops a8 gsoon as Mercury speeks to him. He iries not to answer
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[aery

hor lanon

Aet I1I, Scere I.~=In o monclogue, Anphitryon iells of his doubts,

gnt peu {ladte de lonsnse, dthonneur,
ce gque donne une prande v.ucimi:s?e}

15 114me on souffre ww vive doulewr!

w—.\,

Lr;u" ague  ds

) -

by ceonot see how Alcmens

He is very puszled by the whole sitws

Le vO" dq
Dﬂ le 7e

Ain

nents nlegt poo ce aul m'éhonnes;
Lreon

R $ .

cuton veul guthier jten vin
» oy
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3

L
> A pame

ks
z jors

e

lee cacheds cu'on 1@ llape 4
don

aul falt fcd

feire en persgoune

eruel

he whole thing is nothing hut on illusion of
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AMemensts

o decldes o il

=
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el
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tricks on Anphil;

he be kept awey from the house. He locks the door and

)

when Aapblitryon trdes to come in, Mercury thr

Lirmyron even nowe

s ad

Anp P8 Canno

Mleonensa.

Scene IV.--Sociz comes wikth the coplaine and Anphitryon tries to heot
hin for heving been go ineolant, bul the caphaing dnd
te prove hiz innocence by heving the captaing testify +
them. YYOn SrOWs nore suspicious thalt something is drnotlieslly

the copiains to help him solve the mystery.
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Sa)
o

rulte gul pouvaient celaters
, ope avec Jupl"mr
N'é} .,.*? 1"1 tout ould ddshonor 21
Lt sans douie il ne peut &tve que glorieux
Do se veoir le rival du sowverazin des disux.

Anphitryon by John Dryden

Charocterg.--Jupiter
- Meveury (Hepmes), heavenly mestenger
Phozious (Apollo), god of wisdoa, music, sun
Anphitryon

o

Sogin
Gripus, Phaedrats lover snd Alemensts uncle
Pol:lda:s » Anph i‘:rvozz's seneral

Trznioy Asphitryonts general
Alenens

Pheedra, Adcmena's maid
Bronia, Smsi:zz’s wife

Aet I, Scene I.-—~The gcene is laid in Thebes., Mercury and Phoebus ceone

down in machines. They sre wondering why Jupiter has chosen them to meet

hime They discuss Juno and Jupitexr's

see Heavin itself is no priviledg!d Place for hep

his Wife along with hin,"
Jupiter comes down ond explaing his swmens. He corfesses that he ig i

love with Alcwenas

3 enjoy ﬁﬁ;zphi‘hr‘vmw' Wife:
de her, I decread her such
eop
“i

Tlrtis ot I w
For, when
B00

As T se to love., I wrong not hin

Woone Wife ghe igy for I reservid wyy Right
To have }19::' Miile she pleastd me; 4 w“a once pash,
She gholl be his agu.m.....

esssoyei, thus fur know,
That, for the good of Hunan-kind, this
I shall beget & fubure Hercules.

Iy

Jupiter orders a long night so that he can enjoy himzelf and Phoebus leaves

L
-

on his chariot. Juplter explains to Hevcury that he, Jupiter, will iake

have to take the form of Sosia,

tryonls slave, end 41y to prevent his erntering Anphitryon's pelace to

‘:,:;:

5
I't"
}..'.
PN



PN}

announce Anphitryon's victory and ¢ Hight eppesrs in her

chariot and lesrns from Mewewry thet she ghould "mut @ Spoke

Chariol Whesls, snd ovder the Seven & nwge Juplier ordered

s the scene.

a roon of Anphitryon's paleoce and in 2
ort monologue expressces hor love for Axphitryon oo well se ler fear for

hig life. The nmeid Pheedre cones in, and after
a veward, she ammounces the good nwews thet she sow Asphitryon knecldng et

2e s .px...w; O?L'A,

the pate. Jup‘e'te“" cones in

who does nob suspicivn that he is not her husbond. The

rest of the household is foolsd algo. Dromic asks binm abous her hushand,

Sosiz, Pheedre asks hin cbout her old sweetheart, Judge Gripus, and Alconen

- LI 1 LW By gy ils e B By o oo e
asks him shout the habil bhen uhey 25d
. o o B . el Y,

rresentily he and Alev

Act IT, Scere I.--303

Py AL , R A s * [y,
appesrs with o lantern., Sosia iz tellking

O

Mercuwry, in Sosia's form, ols

0 hinself, He ig very afrald and conplains becouse his naster sent him

F

is news to Alcmens. Sosis

oll alone on

Uow I om to give vy Lody sn Account of my Lordfs \!:c,c torys 'is

corss
good to exerclse my Ports before hand, and file ny tongue into elogueont

3 3

Txpressions, to i Sosin puls his lantern

In the noontime, Weroury comes

doun, bows to i,

. e o, Boqent Tus Atz Tl o
reerer and stends just before him.e Sos

to et cours s Mercury begins

little. Mereury aske hinm whe he iz and where he comes from, whedt he ie doing

R YA | L3 PO RN ) . 2 oy e it = > A Tongny 2 o < oy
b this howse, ond who hig mecter is. AT he is Sogie,

R
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thou may'st be Sosia again." Sosla tries to be lrave, but every time he
says something, Mercury beats him. Finally he gives up and leaves to find
Amphitryon who, he thinks, will acknowledge him for Sosia. As he leaves,
he sayss

If he does not, then I am no longer his Slave; there's my Freedom dearly
purchas'd with a sore drubbing; if he does acknowledge me, then I am Sosia

agein; so far Ytis tolerably well; but then I shall have a second drubbing,
for an unfortunate Ambassedor as I am; and that?s intolerable.

Scene Il.--Jupiter and Alcmena appear. Jupiter is disguised as
Amphitryon. Jupiter sgys that he has %o leave, but Alcmena tries to keep
him a 1little longer by her side. After they talk a while about their love,
he bids her farewell and Mercury remains alone on the scerne. He starts
thinking about Phaedra and when she comes in, he makes love to her openly.
Phaedra thinks he 1s old and ugly and should go to his wife, Bromis, Only
when Mercury offers her a goldem goblet does she start even helf-accepting
his overtures. At that moment Bromia comes in and accuses Mercury of not
fulfilling his duties as & husband. Finally Mercury is forced to strike
her on the ghoulder with his ceduceus in order to escape. Bromla yswns
and falls to the floor. Mercwry sighs with relief and segys:

But lie thou there, thou Type of Junos thou that want'st nothing of
her Tongue, but the lmmortality. If Jupiter ever let thee set TFoot
in Heaven, Juno will have a ratling Second of thee; and there will
never be a fair dgy in

Heaven or Earth after it.

For two such Tongues, will break the Poles asunder;

And, hourly scolding, make perpetual Thunder.

Act III.—Sosia and Amphitryon appear before the palace. Sosia tries
to explain to Amphitryon all that happened on the previous night., Amphitryon
does not belisve him and threatens to beat him, Alcmena enters and is very
surprised to see her husband back so soon, When she voices her surprise,
Anmphitryon protests. Alcmena tells him that he had just left her at the hreak

of day and comments that she has probably been dreaming. As proof of her
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statements, Alemena shows him the buckle of diamonds which he had brought
back to give to her and which Jupiter had stolen and given her. Sosia
explains the situation as follows: "You, my Lord Amphitryon, may have
brought forth another You ny Lord Amphitryon, as well as I Sosia, have
brought forth another Me Sosla; and owr Dianonds nmgy have procrsated these
Dianonds; and so we are all three double." To this Amphitryon replies:
A chilling Sweat, a damp of Jealousle,
Hangs on my Brows, and clams upon my Limbs.
I fear; and yet I must be satisfieds
And %o be satisfy'd, I must dissemble.
Anmphitryon mekes Alemena relate to him what had happened on the previous night
and then accuses her of being perfidious, of having betrayed her honor. He
leaves to get Gripus and his generals to testify that he had been with them
on the previous night.
After both Amphitryon and Alemena leave, Sosia wonders to himself if
he should not lie and say that he and Amphitryon have been there befare since
no good ever seemed to come from telling the truth. Pheedra wonders why
Sogia does not meke any more advances to her: "He makes no more Advances to
me: I begin a little to suspect that my Gold Goblet will prove but Copper.™
Sosia wonders whether the imposter Sosia had taken advantage of his own wife,
Bromia, but upon questioning her, he loses every doubt and concludes that he
has not.
Jupiter and Phaedre ccome in, atiended by musicians and dancers.
Jupiter is trying to reconciliate himself with Alcmena and wants Pheedra to
help him, He promises her a generous reward. He sends Sosia to invite all
the generals to a feast in honor of his coming reconciliation with Alemena.
Act IV.—Jupiter follows Alemena and begs her for reconciliation.
Alcmena is firm at first and tries to send him away, but she gives in finelly
and forgives him., They both leave the scene and Mercury and Pheaedra remain.
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Anplitrveon 38 by Jean Glravdouxn

Chearacters ,~~Juplier
“i‘ AT .j
Sogie ,
The Trunpster
The ierricr
Al omenu

i:;ccl.t SS
V4
Ledsa

Act I, Beene I.-~Jupiter ond Meraoury are on a terrace neer Anphitryon's
& L 1.

clace, Juplier polunls out to Mercury the lighted window through which he

o

can see Alcnenals shadow. Mercury cannot undersicnd why Jupiter loses a

whole night aaldst coctuses ond thorns just o ses a

ghadow, but
Jupiter protests thet Mercury dees not wmderstend o thing sbout humen love.
The two congider how Jupiter can seduce Alcwenn vhen she ig so failthdvd o

her hushbande.

has an idea, He tells Jupiter to take the form of
Anphitryon end thus fool Alemenc. There gbill remeins the question of
to got Aaphitryon out of the wey for a while: "I1 est toujours la. Il ne

souge plus du palais. Tl n'y & pas plus cesenier, si ce ntegt les digres,

gue les conquerawnis au reposl" Mercowry sug

convenient solution to the problem. The Tact that Thebes is ot that
at peace with all her enenies is only o minor difficulty since o Iriendly

1

country con declare the wors "Peites—lul declorer 1o guerre peY un pays

upcrie Thewre will

will toke Anphityyon's
slesve, Sosiz, in order %o bring the zood news to Alemens that her husbend is

really only pretending to be leaving for wor while he inteunds to came beock
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he persueded to accept him for what he ig. Vhen

desivez-vous? Jupiter reoplies,

Ce que aés u*c ghi) 10"‘-1:‘10, helosd b

recte fidele & son meri e gulelle Lo 3

Qulellie coil chaste sous mes corges LL“M}.‘L.:-
1A ~ - ~ e e

p“
k&
-
:)

la brilent 2 me sevk vue. celgus, ot
Gl

lelle 1tapprowuve e;mwere*wm. : '

% » ’ 3, 4 b *
peene IV.--fceligse tells Alemens in a roundsbout wey of her good
Lortune, Wl Alcﬁ:xep does not wnderstend and thinks that Anphliryon hes

probenly won sone greot viclory.

Scene V.~-dercury comes in. Alcwena is surs

sised and happy to see a

gode. The two sterd talking cbhoul Juplter. Alcmene confessep that she likes
vods end thet the fate of Léda, Daonge, end 2ll of his
other sisiregses is very cuviable., Then T»Tércv;r*y delivers his message to her.

-

He te2lls her to gel ready to accept Jupiter thal nlieht, but Alcmens tries

her best to get oul of it. She mekes all kinds of excuses ond when Mercury

does nol accept she ctarte cryings. He tells her thet all the evils
in Thebes will perish with her seceepltsnce, She i siill not conv jnr:ed and

when Horeury lesves with the words thetd he will %ell Jupiter of her acceptance,

she answers that he would be Lying since she connot accept Juplier bubk will

B

husbeand. She seys, %Jlaine wn home,' and when

A | 2
Mereury asks, "Quel horme?" che replies, "Hon mari. Mereury tells ber that
oven the most foithivl wives sometines call thelr muwsbands by the nome of

Jupiter ond Alomens pepliess: "Hon meri peut &tre pour mol Jupiter. Jupiter

heove Yo coue o her @8 a man, tub cen hecome onything she likes: waler, a
perfmme, o plont, etc. Alcmenn tells Mercury to leave her plone. He replies

chet o ¢lild haz to be born of 2 union between Jupiter and her, but Alconens

9 SRS o ! P V.
still refuce herself firet., Mereury cots ready

te vevenl the Wruth ebont the previcus nlght, Wt he is interrupied by
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[ oA

Lecliose whe opoounces ides comes into

£ I. * i e
Alcmeno's wind. ILedz is the one pers yln her edcepe Jupiier.

Py

. ! .
seene VIe--Lede, wh ed to her in

telks with Alowens obout her oun

e 7 on T Fatiy gm Be
Aenena and wells her thalb she

sho 2 ewan o second time. Alomenn aske

LY L] - % / N
after thet one time, wnern Leda poye

0 her that ghe should avenge herseif

R S, A UIC I SRS YR RL N N aede N o e LY gy
5 It waes & chaebly telck on the part of Juplier to abondon her., To

shion, "Comrent se venger ('un pavvre oygne blanc?" Alavena enswers

glyly: "Aves mn cygne noir.' Aleme

he ghe ond tale her place with Jupiter. I this & gzood idea,
1ndle I S o n J M Eer 4 BTInTene AN TAES Tt T Ty
Under Whou LolT JUPLLOY L SunDolea woe CoMe Visly oer, Lile

. a 14
R S TN 1L SN, S-S, S [N I P = . el - odr LT E L SRR N
ob hove the slightest ides. Leda asks her what thinps heund

-
Creans.,

g1 Veaw

. N 4 cL A LU N =1 ‘ 5 el
Lede hites on 1%s It is in fophitryon's form thol Jupiter

. / ey
51t Alcwens. Ieda sgyss "Woire gygme, mals ce sera un

s

Avphitryon.! ihen Alemenn prof that she would easily recognize him in

) AT s . o P

Ghie case, Lede enswers: "IL dbait un cygne immense, et Je ne 1'2i pas
N4 T R, P Aa men . 1% el oy £y
reé du petlv oygne de won fleuve... impe cones in

P N !~ . 20 R U W SR
nownce Amphitryonts return. Leds and Alemena thin® that no bottle could
poseibly ehd so soon and are conwinced thad this mwvsy be Jupiter.

s / ’ ol “ & -
Scene Vil.=leda sces into Alcmena's dark bedroom. Alenens plays along

W i =~

SO ag

he poes in, Alcmena conmes fron another divecition.
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CUAFTER IV

ORGANIZATION, SETTING, A
M :mr DIVISTONS OF 93 PLAYS

)

In thisg b

Y

comnmu; in an 8% uwx“{)u To

they will be

Aade 2 o ot
aet RIS Al

11 te concerned with the cherscters in the various plays.
General Orgenisation and Setting

ghortest of the five. T
Fal

of the cther pleye is duve nol only to the addition of geenes whieh 4id nol

appear in the pley by Pleutus, but 1t mey be sccounted for ab least paréiolly

et

i

iy the fact that o portion of the Plautine nonuscript is missing.

71 b

<

Three of the vlays, those Wy Plavtus, Rotrou, and Dryden, are divided

o - - - \ - &
into five aels, while those by Moliere and Gireudow: contain three acts.,

Four of ithe dromss, Girawdoux's belny the excepiion, have a prologue. In

Ly

ese prolopues, coring action is foretold. A11 of the plaoys have

ot
3
@
(6]
o)
«\

b - \ bl ¥ &
thely setiing in Thebes. DBoth Plsubus and Moliere plsce the action oulside

-

Anphitryon's house., Lxcept for one sceune, Rotrouls play also takes place
outside, Dryden and Giveuvdow:, bowever, place a considerable par

cobion inside the howse. In ell the dvenag, the action covers less thon

P?.c:,u,m, Tlotrou, and ioliere ore wriiten

43
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ordaroed cif derkress,  In Glraudoux's ploy, less o

T - e A .
238 LOVe D0Y RLCTHOIT .

3 x 43 xyd

iz to do o in the guise of her husgbond

CEN GuCCod

sty Y e a.
Lmphltryon,

Lontarn Scene,-—-This except

Giravdous wilar from play to play.

There are eg in action, but such

Alewena, In the play by Plautus, he

battle than in the other plays,
He carries o lantern in oll four plays and in those by Plavhbus, uiol:em,

in practicing his spoech. In the

i
P
=
o
Q
3
03
3
7
53

actively

gince Scsiz hag her ask queghilons and make Mercury

the form of Sosia in oll four droncs and plays upon the fsa

giving a beating. Sosin is thus persuaded to give up his

cave. In the playes by Plowbve, Rotrou, and Dryden, whevre Sogia ie pieotured

Amphitryon algo fail to roco
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iig servent, bul the door

Asphiltryor

&

reaaing clos Dryden, in order to

Anphitryon,

s1th Alcmens.

oi Plautus! sissing pessage, Alerenz is
P R A PPt ‘):{ 7 il Ry il S K11 0) -1'- PR SV WY eiln <1 dn‘ LS ICY sy 3
aypevently srouged Iy oll $his ergument, and vhen she comes downstairs do
1 seacth Y ot ‘*Alu 1o oy 17-;1 - K vl
invesiigowe, S0€ 1o anazed an wae o
she assumes upabald

mw‘auf:‘, Uk escapes. gnd he and fuwphlizyon abuse sach

othere In the versior v¢, Sosic cones back with The
coptoinge  As In Ploutus! ple Amphitzyon wonte revenge on Sosia for his

behavior in refu

wouse, bt when the

A A

Ltrron relesges Sogis

aid gbzrts to go into the house vhat s going one A this monent,

fused

18 oe el

nee on Sosia

Madge Gripus prevemnts
sturng, Jupiter confronts
i Auphitryon try each

5., %8, « - )

be is Arphiteyon. Bren Alemena is looled,.

At

in fwen to porsucde everyone Ul




now Alcuen

* .8

role of Anphitiyoi.

Heoclubion of

pantony

Peb =0 Ly Wil Aei)

srownd Ty &

snd dells hinm

» 4

8 to Auphitryon.

DY .

rars on o clovd and

confeune:

the birth of

Herenles, In

s CVaryong coneg

P

. o Al o
thunders. Jupitier spreors iu a

1ses, and foretells the b

«

oif Hercules, In Glyov

At ) never adnits to Alemens or to

e

Lryon thob he hag already

een Alemenats lover. Since the problen here

atween

ain he her lover, it is resclved in the scene

md Alemena In which ghe persusdes him %o sceept her as a firlend.
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cheveuyw,"™ Te loves i wife, but he is not alwoys rovontic,

As he preperes to leave lor

R, IR, - B VPR Sy P - -
and whother e loveg ey, To ihls he repl

RSN

y £ g s 514 v s
peing the excepbion, the chavacier

il LA DT s
of Juplier

Rie

e

api

Fate is, what I
By vertve of Omnipotence heve
And Powlr ommipotent cuan d(\

ade 141
WO,

to wy self, heczuge I will'd it mo:
veh de Men, for whol cl is wine.®

Dryden increased the nobilibty of Jupiter:

B b5
aof irat grou 1! ‘i. :3: o

“be en and vul gar

ol the sutbsequent

o B LY SR
oanDsars 1N o nore

Dryvden heos nade the relaticuship bedwsen Jupiter and Heroury more

(London, 1694), At I,

Seene 1.

"" ey R Vi e
Couedies. (Amn frbor,
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pernissive as witnessed in the commente which Mercwry makes to Jupiter about
his amorous adventures. In answer %o Jupiter's speech which was quoted
above, Mercowry says:

Here's Omnipotence with = Vengeance, to male a Man a Cuckold, and yet not
to do him wronge Then I find, Father Juplier, thet when you made Fate, you
had the wilt to contrive a Holy-dsy for yowr self now and then. Fur you
Kings never Enact a Law, but you have a kind of an Eye to yvour own
Pmogativo.n

Jupiter is indulgent, however, only to & point, He allows Fhoebus and
Mercury to comment on his peccadilloes, but he always remeins in control of
the situation, as is shown by these liness

My present Purpose and Design you heards
T' enjoy Amphitryonts Wife, the fair Alcmena:
You two must be subservient to my Love.l?

Giraudowx's Jupiter deviates from the treditionsl conception of the
father of the geds. He is less swre of himself and his will does not
alyays prevell, He trezis Mercury as 'an equal, and his atiitude toward
Alemene goes beyond that of the lover seen in the cther plsys. Of her,
he says:

Elle est lp seule femme que je supportersis habillde, voilde; dont
1tabsence égale exactement la présence; dont les occupstions me
pareissent aussi ettirantes que les pleisirs, Dejeuner en face dlelle,
je parle méne du petit déjewmer, lui tendre le sel, le miel, les épices,
dont son sang et sa chelewr 's‘aiimantont, heurter sa main] fit-ce

de sa euiller ou de son cssiette, voild o quel je pense naintenent 13

In fowr of the pleys, Girendoux's again being the exception, much of
the lnumor centers around the two Sosiats., In all five plays, Mercury serves
as Jupiter's henchman and is subordinate to him except in Girandoux's play

where he is more on the level of a fellow-comspirator. The Mercury of

Upryden, ope clbe, Act I, Scene I.

Y rua.

13girendowx, ope cite, Act IT, Scene III.
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In the preceding chaptors, & couparigon was made of five drawas
proninent among those which have been writien on the Anphitryon theme.

Suaneries of the five hove Teen given snd they have been considered come—

e

ipoint of orgenizatlon and setiing, najor divisions

Ively fron the pian

L

paral
aceording to action, snd chavacters.

The concliugion which is Yo be drown froa the comporiscn presepted in

this poper is sugpested din the following sentence by Ssintshury:s "The
i3 g s Y, ks k] - i‘
truth is, that the three ploys of Ploubtug, HMolieve, snd Dryden are remark-

i ogrect wrlters hove of tveadinz in each

s foaa s 1 - .
other's steps without servile initaition "™ Thig shotenent ngy be exponded

teken morve libherties with the legend then bas eny of the others. The
ginllarities which ccowr in the Mnphltrvon of Plsutus, Rotrouw, Mol idre » and

TN

Dryden cre nore remorkable than the diffevences. Be

introduces variations in his plsy. These inclwle the addition of new

characters and
identical, and the Intwroduction of modificetions in the porirayel of the

-

mpjor characters. Hevertheless, the conclusion that

sore atriking then the diffevences seensg inescapable,.

Lo aptiren e e s .
“Ge Selotshury, "Dryden," in English Men of lLetters, edited Ty Jobhn Hovley.
(Wew York, 1894), vole III, 115 5e
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I$ is of ‘:.::?:E:I-:;;'m:az ghood for the He
de Hont e becange of the gbtentions
oxle XD wieheeso o G Tield

advences toword Lady
of ¥orlr snd Lady Scuthoskees
rosav DYy Aden's comedy.

-

The introduction of Yorizinall cluraclers can add considerably to the

q

ated by Judge Gripus

Drrvrden seems to

going ©
it and lmzrfl

IL: «7.
w the gtory
l....T e By . ] s he has
mogth ronank a8 ho By uaboul.\ love.?

nowar whieh gre uode through the Worrior and the Truupeter in

play serve s an exauple of the expression of this cubhorls

g3

reflections on one of the nost perplexing preoblen

the inevitabliliisy of wow,
Bondurent supplise ot least a pertial sunswer to this quostion of why
thres off the authors night hove uged the legend:
ch nla Plautus shows a period in which the houe
c:;?e o wrdon of the hoort as we hand, wowunoer

R

Holigre reflects in his play the Fronce of
(UL AT 4 &8

court of Cherles I, with its debouchary and

Trls stoterent can be developed fipther to include tle r\lr“gr'J Ly Rotrou and

Gireovdowr. Leg Sogies illusitraotes Dotrouls penchent for imitstion, in

.71'

pon, ™ Hodern Philolosy, 24 (Mey,

wth 8. Phelps, "4

;.:3’/), 460

N 3
»liere s Amphitryon,

2

3 5y

A,(,f‘,*“ﬂnder L, Boadurans, "The Anphiiruo of Plowiva,
and the Anphitiyon oX D:;*;;rdmn, Sewenee leview, 33 (Cetol

He i', lgr}ﬁ) ‘l{)(.




case, duitaticn bosed on o theme which he found useful for reflecting the

France of Richelleun, who believed that the ki

! 'Q'ﬁ Ull__ uﬂalﬂad oz} -?,,.'cjﬂffs

L

Girsvdoux reflecks o too naterislistic age in vwhich men must be reninded

©ell yorth living. These

elerents—devotion, seli-rzopect, dipnity, ard espacity for friendshipe-

5
-

lie within men hinself.
Thoush it be %old es the Creco~foman hills," the fAuphitryon legend

seang o be holding up remortably well. It is inbevestins to speculate whetb

digits ¢ droaotist of the vext cenbury might feel Justified in aprending to
£ o = 4

the title of his version of the legend.
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