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Il~TRODUCTION 

In order to keep pace with the changes in farr..:ning, teachers of vocational 

agriculture find it necessary to continuously make adjustments in their courses 

of study. If adjus-tnents a.re not ma.de, the vocational agriculture department. 

may find ::nuch of its teaching out of line with farming practices. 

The course content for vocational agriculture should be most carefully 

selected so as to develop student abilities which are essential to proficiency 

in f'armins in that particular service area. It must be planned to provide for 

the proper relationship to the student's supervised far.ming progra-1n., farm fam-

ily living;, course objectives and desirable integration of the instruct.ion from 

l 
week to week and from year to year. 

All teachers of vocational agriculture are ever confronted with the prob-

lem of wha-t enterprises to teach., and how much tim.e to allot to the teaching 

of ea.ch enterprise. Enterprises and farming proced·t.U"es pertinent to the ser-

vice area should certainly receive prime consideration from the teacher of voca-

-tional agriculture L'l deciding upon a course of study., In deciding what to teach, 

the instructor should consider relative importance and essentialness of the learn-

ings he expects to secure.. Therefore, the course o£ study should embody the tea-

ching objectives, approximate time assignments, ana the selected content which 

may include even the means and methods to be used in the teachi.ng. 2 

lo1en Charles Cook., Handbook ~ Teachinri Vocational Agriculture, Interstate 
Publishing Co., Danville., Illinois., 1947., Chapter XIII, p. 138. 

2aarsie H.at1m1onds, Teaching Agriculture., McGraw-Hill Book Co • ., New York, 
Chapter IV, p. 63. 
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A course of study should be measured by three simple yardsticks; (1) Kind 

of content, (2) amount of content, and (3) organization of content. The kind 

of content should be based on the type or types of farming in the service area. 

'i'he amount of content will be based on the relative importance of the various 

enterprises .found in the service area. The organization of the content is the 

systematic and orderly plan for teaching the content selected, wi. thin the limi-

ta.tions of t.~e ti~e assignment. The purpose to be aceOlllplished in a course of 

study, t.i.1'1erefore, is to build an outline of the organization of content which 

may be drawn upon for the specific lessons or units of teaching.3 

We recognize the responsibility of ea.ch teacher of vocational agriculture 

to prepare or revise and to place on record as an official docUillent of the 

school, a course of study for each year of instruction in vocational agriculture 

for pupils regularily enrolled in the high school. To prepare this course of 

study, each teacher of vocational agriculture must determine the purpose, select 

the enterprises for ins true ti on and plan the activities for pupils within a 

given perlod.4 

It is with an understanding and appreciation of these problems that a sur-

vey of the course of study in a representative group of high schools is under-

ta.ken. It is hoped by the writer that the findings here will prove of' benefit 

in preparing courses of study in the future. 

)Bulletin, Teaching Vocational Agriculture in Secondary Schools, University 
of the State of Hew Yorl<: Press, p. 9. 

4Ibid. 
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PURPOSE OF THt STUDY 

'fhe purposes of this thesis are as follows: 

l. To determine what enterprises a.re taught and how they ax•e organ­

ized into a course of study in various selected schools in north­

east Arkansas during the period 19h6 to 1951. 

2. To determine if the teachers are working on and teaching problems 

pertinent to the types of farrding in their service areas. 

J. To determine what changes -ivere made in vocational agriculture 

courses taught during t.he period from 1946 to 1951. 

4. 'l'o determine if more emphasis was being placed on shop in 1946 

than in 1951. 

5. 'l'o uetermine /what changes have been made in type of shop work 

tat1ght in 19L6 from that taught in 1951. 

METHODS OF' PROCEDURE 

Tho data used in this study were obtained from twenty-five schools located 

in the nineteen counties that comprise what is known as the Northeast District, 

Vocational Agriculture. Surveys of schools selected were made for the years 

1946 and 1951. 'I'i1e schools selected were chosen by Mr. George F. Sullards, Dis­

trict .'3upervisor of Vocational Agricu.1 ture for northeast Arkansas. 

'I'he choice of schools was influenced by t,wo factors. First; departments 

that. had retained the sai11e instructor over the period of years 1946-1947 through 

1951-52, and second; departments whose instruct,ors remained for four years of 

this five year period. 
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'1'!'1~} study was made by personal survey nnd interv~ie,v., survey forms distrib­

uted by mail, and by research in the files of the District Supervisor, whose 

of'f'ices are located in the Adi11inistration Building, Arkansas State College, Jones-

boro, Arkansas .. 

The survey f or:.as were developed as a guide in personal interviewing and to 

record the data obto1.ined during the.;e interviews. The surveys were also used to 

obtain data from those instructors who were not reached through personal inter-

view. 

The survey form was formulated and a trial was made using the department a.t 

Parkin, Arkansas, .for testing purposes.. After further work on the survey form 

with Lir. Geor gc F • Sullards, District ;:;;~9ervis or, it was s ubt1i t ted to the Depa.rt-

ment of Agricultural Education, Oklahoma A.. and Lil. Collef~e for approval. A copy 

of the swr\reJr and the letter that accompanied. it are presented in the following 

pages. 



Vocational 
Agriculture 

LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL 

Future Farmers of America 

Marked Tree High School 
:Marked Tree, Arkansas 

February 19, 1952 

Dear Teacher of Vocational Agrieul ture: 

Institutional 
on-the-farm 
training 

As a part of my research work in preparation .for a Master's Degree, I 

am making a survey of the Courses of Study in Vocational Agriculture. Our 

district supervisor and .myself feel that a study of this type will be o.f 

gr-eat benefit to all of us in this district. 

As a part of this study, I am enclosing a survey form that I respect ... 

fully sub."Ilit for your attention and action. 

I would like for you to use your 1946 and 1951 yearly teaching plans 

to co."D.plete this survey for your department. 

Your early attention to this form and prompt return will be very €:,Teatly 

appreciated,. 

Sincerely yours, 

Oscar B. Holt 
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A SURVEY 01? COURSES OF STGDY IN VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE 

AS TAOGHT I.H CERTAIN CCXiMUNITIES OF 

NORTHEAS'I' A.Rf{l\tJSAS 

l. Name of School --~~----~----~~--~ 
2. Instructor ------~----~------~~--~ 
3. Enterprises a.s listed below: ------

PRINCIPAL CROP ENTERPRISE. I. 

COTTON 

1946 1951 
No. Days Taught No. Days Taught 

JOBS TAUGrlT Ag.I A,:(.I! Ag.III AR.IV Ag.I Ag.II Ar-:.III Ag.IV' 

Variaty Selection 

Seedbed Prenaration 

Fertilization 

Planting 

Cultivation 

Insect G·:-mtrol 

Disease Control 

Harvesting 

Marketing 
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CORN 

1946 1951 . 
No. Days Taught No. Days Taught 

Jobs Taught Ag.I Ag.II Ag.III Ag.IV Ag.I Ag.II Ag.III Ag.IV 
V.<>~{etv SAlAction 
Seonbed Prenaration 
li' ... ..-+:i 1 ; "., +.-1 nn 
'Pl <>nt.i TI O' 

r.111 H va+.; nn 
n;.,. ... ,,~A 1, Tnsc- Cont 
Harvest & Market 

SOYBEANS 

1946 1951 
No . Days Taught o. Days Taught 

Jobs Taught Ag.I Ag.II Ag.III Ag.IV Ag.I r.,g.II r.,g.III lg.IV 
Varietv Selection 
Seedbed Prenaration 
Fer+-llization 
Inoculation 
Plan tin£?: 
l;nl +; vati.on 
Harvest & Market 

RICE 

1946 1951 
No. Days Taught No. Days Taught 

Jobs Taught Ag.I Ag.II Ag.III Ag.IV Ai:t.I Ag.II Ae:.III l2..IV 
V&a-ri etv Selection 
Soo~non Prena-ration 
'Pl "'n+.i TIO' 

Fertilization 
1,V&a.teri rnz. 
n;!'lease Control 
Harvest & Market 
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OTHER CROP ENT!lltPRISES 

1946 1951 
No. Days Taught. rto. Days Taught 

Jobs Taught Ag.I Ag.II Ag.III Ag.IV Ag.I Ag.II Ag.III Ag.IV 

-

1946 1951 
No. Days Taught No. Days Taught 

Jobs Taught Ag.I Ag.II Ag.tfr""Ag.IV Ag.I Ag.II Ag.III Ag.IV 

19h6 1951 
No .. Days Taught No. Days Taught 

~'l'a-aght Ag .. I Ag .. II AJ!.III Ag.IV Ag~I Age II Af;.~III Ag~IV 
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LIVESTOCK ENTERPRISES 

1. SWI PRODUCTION 

1946 19.51 
No. Days Taught No. Days Taught 

J b T ht 0 S aug. A I A II A III A IV A I A II A III A IV _.g. • g . ,g • ,g. • g . ,g • ,g. ,Ii!:. . 
Select. Breed. Stock 
Housing & Equip. 
Disease Control 
Parasite Control 
Care of sow at farrow 
Feeding breed. stock 
Feeding for market 
Marketing hogs 

2. DAIRY FRODUCTION 

1946 1951 
No . Days Taught No. Days Taught 

Jobs Taught Ag.I Ag.II Ag.III Ag.IV Ag.I Ag.II Ag.III Ag.IV 
Select. Dairy Calves 
Feed. Dairy Calves 
Disease Control 
Parasite Control 
Feed. for milk prod . 
Providing uas ture 
Sanitation in milk 
Market. Dairy Prod. 
Breeding practices 

3. BEEF PRODUCTION 

1946 1951 
No. Days Taught No. Days Taught 

Jobs Taught A.i:z.I Ag.II Ag.III Ag.IV Ag.I Ag.II Ag.III Ag.IV 
Select. Beef Cows 
Provi(iing housing 
Feeding Beef Cattle 
Providinl'{ pasture 
Growing out youn~ 
Marketing Animals 



OTHER ENTERPRISES 

FARM NAGEMENT 

1946 
.Ro. Days Tau ht 

Jobs Taught A£. ! Ag.II Ag.III Ag.IV 
'l'A lro 1i' A?M T n von + .J'\'l"V 

Voon ------'-~ .. ~,.+a_ -C, .. : -~ ... ~ .... --~ .. 
Select a farm 
Rent a farm 
Own a farm 
PJ :m t" oorl _ PY.nn _ Pro!t 

Pl An a crnnn; n i:r svs+.011 

Plan Soil Conservation 
Program 

Jobs Taught 

FARM CREDIT 

1946 
No. Days Taught 

OTHER ENTERPRISES 

1946 
No. ays Taught 

~g.I Ag.II Ag. III Ag. IV 

10 

1951 
o. Days Taught 

Ag.I Ag. II Ag.III Ag. IV 

1951 
No. Days Taught 

Ag. I 

1951 
No. Days Taught 

Ag. I lg.II Ag. III A.2.. IV 
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POULTRY PRODUCTION 

1946 1951 
Ifo. Days Taught No. Days Taught 

Jobs Tau:r{ht Ag.I A1~.II Ag.III Ag.IV Ag.I Ag.II Ag.III Ag.IV 

SHEEP PRODUC'l'IOH 

1946 1951 
lfo. Days Taught No. Days Taught 

Jobs Taught Ag.I Ag.II Ag.III Ag.IV Ag.I Ag.II Ag.III Ag.IV 
I 
I 
i 

I 

OTHER LIVESTOCK ENT'si:RPlUSES 

1946 1951 
No. Days Taught ifo. Days Taught 

Jobs Taught Ag.I Ag.II Ag.III Ag.IV Ag.I Ag.II Ag.III Ag.IV 



12 

SOIL 

1946 1951 
lfo .. Days Taught No. Days Taught 

Jobs Tauc;ht A}l .. I Mr.II Ag.III A.e:.IV Ari.I Ag.II Ag.III Ag.IV 

FARM SHOP 

1946 1951 
lifo .. Days Taught No. Days Taught 

Jobs Taught Aft.I Ag.II Ag.III .Ag.IV Ag.I Ag.II Ag.iII Ag.IV 

1946 1951 
No. Days Taught Wo. Days '!aught 

Jobs ·raut;tlt Ag.I Ag.II Ag.III Ag.IV Ag.I Ag.II Ag.III Ag.IV 



DEFINITIONS 

The tEmn 11enterprisel!, as used in this study, means a single farming pro-

joct, such as 11 Cotton11 or ucornu, t,ha t requires product,ion practices, manager-

ial praoLl..cos, marketing practices, and other practices and skills for its log-

ical and successful completiot1. 

11 Job 11 as used here means a practice or natural unit of farm work distinct 

from other practices or units ·w:i th respect to nature, procedure:, purpose, knor,-

ledge, and abilities required. It may also mean any farm job within an enter-

prise that results in intelligent decisions on the part of an indivldual to do 

something a certain ,vay, or a farm job that, requires physical work wi t.11 tools 

or impledi.ents but cvhich also involves sound thinking and judgment} 

Area 1 Ozark .Area 

School Cou.'1.ty 

Batesville 
Cave Cit:r 
Evenint, Shade 
Heber Springs 
iLoun tain View 
~uitman 
Salem 

Independence 
Independence 
Sharp 
Cleburne 
Stone 
Clebnrne 
Fulton 

Area 2 Rice Area 

Weiner Poinset.t 

AREAS INCLUDED THIS ST!JDY 

Area 3 Terrace Area 

School County 

Beebe 
Corning 
Hoxie-Clover Bend 
McCrory 
Newark 
Newport 
Walnut Ridge 

W'n.i te 
Clay 
Lawrence 
Woodruff 
Independence 
Jackson 
Lawrence 

Area 4 Crowley's Ridge 

School County 

Marmaduke Greene 

5u. S. Office of Education, Federal Security Agency, Vocational Di vision 
Bulletin, No. 225, Directing Vocational AgTicu.1 ture Day-School Students in 
Develooing Their Farming Programs, 1944. · 



Number of Schools 
in each area 

Number of Schools 
Included in survey 

Area$ Delta Area 

School 

Caraway 
Dyess 
Earle 
Keiser 
llilarked Tree 
Parkin 
Piggott 
Rector 
Wilson 

TABLE I 

Countz 

Craighead 
Mississippi 
Crittenden 
Mississippi 
Poinsett 
Cross 
Clay 
Clay 
Mississippi 

SCHOOLS INCLUDED IN '.FrlIS STUDY 

Ozark Crowley's Rice Terrace 
Area Ridge .Area Area 

JS 10 l 21 

7 1 l 7 

Percent of the Schools 
from each area in-
cl ud.ed in this 
survey 20.0 10,.0 100.0 33.3 

Delta. 
Area 

·26 

9 

.34.6 

Surveys were made in twenty-ti ve schools~ The writer ma.de surveys in 

twenty of the schools. Five surveys were made. by the teachers of vocational 

agriculture in their own departments. Some assistance and aid in writing this 

thesis was received from the district supervisor of vocational agriculture for 

northeast Arkansas. 
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SOME CHARACTERISTICS OF THE TYPE-OF-FARMING 
AREAS INCLUDED IN THIS STUDY 

A. Characteristics pertaining ~ agriculture . 

Studies indicate that there are nine reasonably well defined types- of-

farming areas in Arkansas• Only five of these areas are included in this 

6 study. 

OZARK AREA . This area covers almost one-half of the Northeast District. The 

16 

topography of this area varies fran undulating to rough, broken land. The roll-

ing hills are broken frequently by rivers and creeks running southeastward. Soil 

erosion is a serious problem on practically all open land of this area . Less than 

one- half of the land in this area is in farms• The most common sizes of farms 

range from 40 to 120 acres. The narrow strips of bottom land along the streams 

are usually classed as having good productivity. The upland soils are sandy loams 

and silt loams of low to moderate productivity. 

Principal crops are corn, feed crops and pastures , with same cotton, straw-

berries, and potatoes being produced. Beef cattle, dairy cattle, sheep, swine, 

and poultry are produced throughout the area . 

TERRACE ~ . This area lies between the Ozark area on the west and Crowley's 

Ridge on the east . The soils of the terrace area are often referred to as the 

second bottom soils of the Mississippi delta area. The soils of the terrace 

area have a moderate to high productivity. The topography is level to very 

gently rolling. Over half of the total land is cultivated, and farms range from 

40 acres to rather lar e plantations . 

6aoss Mauney, Types 2£_ Farming ~Arkansas , Arkansas Extension Service, 
Miscellaneous Publication o. 10. 
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Corn, soybeans, and feed crops with some cotton are generally grown. Beef 

cattle on the larger farms and swine, da.iry, and poultry for home consumption 

is the general rule. 

~ ~ . This area is located immediately west of Crowley's Ridge in Craig-

head, Poinsett, and Cross counties . The soils of this area are silts and clays 

with an impervious subsoil. The topography of the area is level or nearly so. 

Most of the land of this area is in farms . The most common size of far s range 

from 280 to 400 acres. 

Rice is the major crop produced. A large acreage, however, is devoted to 

lespedeza, oats, and soybeans. Beef cattle production is the major livestock 

enterprise. 

CROWLEY'S RIDGE. Crowley's Ridge comprises a narrow ridge extending from the 

issouri line in northeast Arkansas , to the Arkansas River . The topography of 

the ridge varies fran undulating to extremely rolling. Extensive erosion damage 

is apparent in most of the area. There are some small areas of bottom land in 

the area that produce well . The soils are best adapted to feed crops, pastures, 

and livestock production, al though some cotton and peaches are grown in the area. 

DELTA .AREA. This area lies between Crowley's Ridge on the west and the Missis-

sippi River on the east. The soils are of silt formation and have a high to ex-

ceptionally high productivity. ost of the land is in cultivation and farms range 

in size from 40 acres to plantations having several thousand acres . 

Cotton is the major crop produced with some corn, soybeans , and alfalfa be-

ing produced. 1th the exception of a few sizable herds of beef cattle , all 

other livestock., dairy, and poultry production is primarily for home consumption. 7 

7s1usher, •• , and Harold Scoggins, Cotton Production Practices in Ark­
ansas, University of Arkansas, Experiment Station Bulletin 507, April,195'1. 



B. Other Agricultural Characteristics. 

Studies showing some other tendencies pertinent to agriculture in north-

east Arkansas are presented in the following tables. For so.,ue of' the co:inpar-

isons drawn in this study only those counties lying almost wholly within the 

three largest type-of-farming area are used. The areas used are as follCYNs: 

(1) Ozark Area, (2) Terrace Area, and (3) Delta Area.. 

The counti..es used by types-of-farming areas are listed below. 

_OZA.R ......... · _K ~ 

Cleburne 
Fulton 
Sharpe 
Stone 

Clay 
Jackson 

La,¥rence 
Woodruff 

Crittenden 
Craighead 

Mississippi 
Poinsett 

18 
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TABLE II 

NUJ4BER OF FAR S BY COUNTIES IN 194> AND 1950 

Q) 
0 

la i 
~ 

Q) 
Q) 

s:: Q) -g 'S s S-4 .J:! (I) $ ~ <I> 

.5 bl) +:> (I) go 
~ ! ...... +:> (I.I Q) 

~ "' ...... 0 .-i G> 

~ County i:x:i 0 0 ls ls ls ~ ~ 
No. Farms 

1945 1080 3217 2092 ~17~ 6659 3504 1747 3535 2734 
No. Farms 

1950 1216 3106 1786 4426 5900 )189 1757 3446 2636 

TABLE II CONTINUID 

NUMBER OF FARMS BY COUNTIES IN 1945 AND 1950 

...... 
P. 

s::: 
G) ~ +> .J:! f+.4 
0 (IJ +> ,Q< f+.4 

0 ti: U) Q) a> e 
~ 

r.> ...... IQ 0 

~ 
Q) a> 

~ j Ul .~ ] ~ +:> '8 fl) .s I! r:.:i Cl1 ...... 0 ~ 0 
H ~ ::!I p.,. (I) ~ ii!: County 

No. Farms 
1945 1698 2738 2678 9629 4599 2327 1695 1282 4026 2421 

No. Farms 
1950 1801 2222 2376 111+0 4523 2089 1583 1260 4524 2258 

There was an increase i n the number of farms in Baxter, Fulton a r:d White 

counties from 1945 to 19,0. A decrease was noted in all of t he other counties 

included in t his study . 
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TABLE III 

AVERAGE SIZE OF FARMS BY COUNTIES IN 1945 AND 1950 

(I) 
0 s:: s:: 

i Cl) Cl) 
G) "O 11 s:: Q) s:: 

~ ] ~ 
Q) s:: ~ Cl) 

+> O'l 0 fil' +> g ·@ +> ro +> Cl) 

~ (I) •rl 0 r"'1 Cl) 'E 
County ~ 0 8 ls (j (j ,e l1 H 

Average SizE 
Acres 1945 129.5 93. 5 101.5 68.8 46. 9 73.5 151.2 78.0 114.4 
Average Size 
Acres 1950 135 .1 102.€ l37 .4 84.o 55 .2 97.0 164.J 91.7 123 .6 

TABLE III CONTINUID 

AVERAGE SIZE OF FARMS BY COUNTIES IN 1916 AND 1950 

'M 
g; 

I) 'M t ..c: fi.-4 s:: 0 (I} ~· ~ 
0 s:: (I} Q) G) ::I 

1 ~ 
G> ·n ti) 0 e, ! (I) ,.. 
j (I} s:: ] +> ~ (I} •r-1 1 .s •rl 

c,:i "' ..-f 0 
~ 0 

County H >-;) ::it ~ tt; CJ) Cl) !'i= 
Average SizE 
Acres 1945 142.6 105 . 2 102.4 51.2 67 .3 127.1 140.1 119.4 100. 9 95 .2 
Average SizE 
Acres 1950 157.3 l.48.7 126. 2 69. 9 86 .3 143 .6 164. 1 134. 8 111.0 120., 

There was an increase in the size of farms in all counties included in this 

survey. The increases ranged from 5.6 acres in Baxter County to 43 .5 acres in 

oodruff County. 
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TABLE IV 

COTTON ACREAGES BY COUNTIES I N THREE TYPES 0 FARMING ACRES 

Cotton crea~ 

County 1944 1950 % Increase % Decrease 

Ozark Area 
Cleburne 10.,069 6., 840 32 .1 
Fulton 3., 333 2., 470 25. 9 
Sharpe 8, 175 6., 560 19. 8 
Stone 920 550 51. l 

Terrace Area 
Clay 42 ., 257 42.,170 0. 2 
Jackson 62.,189 57, 970 6. 7 
Lawrence 31., 577 29, 750 5.6 
Woodruff 43., 048 43., 090 0. 2 

Delta Area 
Crittenden 116.,433 108., 170 1.1 
Craighead 78, 905 77., 310 2. 0 
Mississippi 194., 076 218., 300 12.5 
Poinsett 68., 951 91., 650 24. 8 

Table IV shows decreases in cotton acreages in the counties or the Ozark 

Area ranging from 19.8 percent to .51.l percent. Three counties of the Terrace 

Area show decreases ranging from 0. 2 percent to 6. 7 percent with one county 

showing an increase of 0. 2 percent. The only increases of any significance 

occurred in the Del ta Area. These increases ranged from 12 .5 percent to 24. 8 

percent. 



TABLE V 

SOYBEAN ACREAGES BI COUNTIES IN THREE TYPES-oF-F ING AREAS 

Cotton Acreage 

Cotmty 1944 1950 % Increase % Decrease 

Ozark Area 
Cleburne 
Fulton 
Sharpe 
Stone 

Terrace Area 
Clay 
Jackson 
Lawrence 

oodruf! 

Delta Area. 
Crittenden 
Craighead 
Mississippi 
Poinsett 

782 
138 

81 
276 

13 ., 217 
11, 297 
7, 734 
7,844 

26, 578 
5,954 

54, 950 
12, 909 

500 
200 
80 

450 

30.,000 
18,000 
11.,000 
13 , 300 

30, 000 
25,200 

120, 000 
46,300 

44. 9 

63. 0 

127.1 
59. 3 
42 .2 
69.6 

12.9 
323.J 
118.4 
258. 7 

36.l 

1.2 

Table V shows that only two counties had decreases in soybean acreages 

from 1945 to 19S0. Both counties showing a decrease were in the Ozark area • 

.A.11 other counties showed increases with the greatest increases noted in the 

Delta Area counties. These increases ranged up to 323.J percent. 

22 
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TABLE VI 

CORN ACREAGES BY COUNTIES IN THREE TYPES-OF- FARMING AREAS 

Corn Acrea~e 

Collllty 1944 1949 % Increase % Decrease 

Ozark Area 
Cleburne 15,450 14, 673 5.0 
Fulton 6,527 6,153 5.7 
Sharpe 9, 887 9,593 3.0 
Stone 6,669 7,193 7.9 

Terrace Area 
Clay 55, 268 41, 613 24. 7 
Jackson 37,512 17,529 53.5 
Lawrence U ,366 33, 862 18. l 
Woodruff 32, 099 17, 552 45.3 

Delta Area 
Crittenden 51,618 29, 494 42.8 
Craighead 85,872 55, 354 35.5 
Mississippi 104, 377 44, 426 57.4 
Poinsett 51,730 30, 820 46.6 

Only one county included in this study s hawed an increase in corn acreage 

from 1944 to 1949. This county, Stone, was located in the Ozark area. All 

other counties showed decreases ranging from 3.0 percent to 57.4 percent with 

t he greates t decreases occurring among the counties of the Delta area . 
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TABLE VII 

P STORE ACREAGE BY COUNTIES I N THREE TYPES-OF- FARMING AREAS 

Pasture Acrea&e 

County 1945 1950 % Increase % Decrease 

Ozark Area 
Cleburne 82,358 110,231 33. B 
Fulton 160,624 182,335 ll.9 
Sharpe 89,225 138,067 54.5 
Stone 37,155 53,318 43.5 

Terrace Area 
Clay 96,811 86,044 11.1 
Jackson 69,410 80,477 15.9 
Lawrence 82,069 119,584 45 .9 
Woodruff 63,405 51,479 18.9 

Delta Area 
Crittenden 17,971 15,158 15.6 
Craighead 64,316 64,621 o.47 
J4ississippi 28,86o 22,598 21.7 
Poinsett 47,594 41,937 11.9 

Table VII shows that all counties of the Ozark area included in this survey 

had ra tiler large increases in pasture acreage. Two counties of the Terrace areas 

and one of the Delta area also show increases in pasture acreages. All other 

counties showed decreases in pasture acreages. 
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TABLE VIII 

NUMBER OF HORSES AND MULES BY COUNTIES IN THREE TYPES-oF- F ING AREAS 

o. Horses and Mules 

County 1945 1950 % Decrease 

Ozark Area 
Cleburne 3,997 3,240 1.8. 9 
Fulton 3,768 3,119 15.6 
Sharpe 3,642 3, 025 16.9 
Stone 2,432 2,031 16.5 

Terrace Area 
Clay 7,724 4,908 36.4 
Jackson 5,478 2,863 47 . 7 
Lawrence 6,737 4,131 38.6 

oodruff 4, 893 3,054 37.6 

Delta Area 
Crittenden 10, 091 7, 464 26.0 
Craighead ll, 570 5,822 49.7 
Mississippi 14,211 5,681 6o.o 
Poinsett 8,499 4,682 44.9 

All counties included in this study shOlfed decreases in the number of 

horses and mules from 1945 to 1950. These decreases ranged from 16.5 percent 

to 60 percent. 
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TABLE IX 

NUMBER OF ALL CATTLE BY COUNTIES IN THREE TYPES-OF-FARMING REAS 

All CatUe 

County 1945 1950 % Increase % Decrease 

Ozark Area 
Cleburne 12,396 11,526 7.0 
Fulton 1..4,482 17,296 19.3 
Sharpe 12,342 13,473 9.1 
Stone &,288 6,679 4.7 

Terrace Area 
Clay 21,1..42 16,439 22.2 
Jackson 17,117 11,190 34.6 
Lawrence 19,662 16,226 17.4 
Woodruff 13,089 8,494 35.l 

Delta Area 
Crittenden 9,016 6,620 26.6 
Craighead 18,818 12,853 31.7 
Mississippi 17,085 8,748 48.8 
Poinsett 12,444 8,327 · 33.l 

Only three counties showed an increase from 1945 to 1950 in the total 

number of c~ttle on farms. All other counties showed decreases with the great-

est decrease in the Delta area, The three counties that sha.ved increases were 

all in the Ozark area. 



TABLE X 

NUMBER OF COWS AND HEIFERS MILKED BY 
COUNTIH:S IN THREE TYPES-OF-FARMING AREAS 

Cows and Heifers Milked 

County 1945 1950 % Increase 

Ozark Area 
Cleburne 4,513 4,934 9.3 
Fulton 5,674 6,785 19.6 
Sharpe 3,965 4,897 23.5 
Stone 2,327 3,157 35.6 

Terrace Area 
Clay 6,205 6,166 
Jackson 3,830 2,828 
Lawrence 5,161 4,868 

oodruff 3,120 1,954 

Delta Area 
Crittenden 3,625 2,238 
Craighead 6,987 5,324 
Mississippi 6,751 2,753 
Poinsett 4,485 2,981 

% Decrease 

.. 
o.6 

26.2 
5.6 

37.4 

38.3 
23.8 
S9.2 
33.5 

All counties of the Ozark area showed increases in the number of cows 

27 

and heifers milked. All counties of the Terrace and Del ta area sha.ved decreases 

that ranged from o.6 percent to 59.2 percent. 

/ 
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TABLE XI 

NUMBER OF SWINE BY COUNTIES IN THREE TYPES-OF-FARMING AREAS 

Swine 

County 1945 1950 % Increase % Decrease 

Ozark Area 
Cleburne 4.,166 5.442 Jo.6 
Fulton 10,933 16.,310 49.l 
Sharpe 9,165 11,913 29.9 
Stone 8.,465 10.,104 19.J 

Terrace Area 
Clay 24.,495 26.,6o5 8.6 
Jackson 11,172 11.,536 4.2 
Lawrence 23,998 25,723 7.2 

oodruf'f 11,502 9,121 20. 7 

Delta Area 
Crittenden 19,575 17.,053 12.9 
Craighead 32,941 26.,364 19.9 
Mississippi 33.,627 23.,462 30.2 
Poinsett 19.056 15.,573 18.3 

All counties of the Ozark area and all counties except Woodruff of the 

Terrace area showed increases from 1945 to 1950 in the number of swine on farms 

of the counties. Woodruff County of the Terrace area and all counties of the 

Delta area showed decreases. 
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TABLE XII 

NUMBER OF POUL'IRY BY COUNTIES IN THREE TYPES-OF-FARMING AREAS 

Poul tr 

County 1945 1950 % Decrease 

Ozark Area 
Cleburne 96,227 73,010 24.1 
Fulton 91,575 63, 801 30.3 
Sharpe 74,675 56,327 24.6 
Stone 45,842 35,412 22.8 

Terrace Area 
Clay 169,859 129,$60 23.7 
Jackson 103,015 62,550 39.8 
Lawrence 141,360 103,847 26.5 
·1oodruff 77,230 49,612 35.B 

Delta Area 
Crittenden 138,424 88,928 35.6 
Craighead 220,200 143.,172 35.o 
Mississippi 227,382 131.,093 42.3 
Poinsett 184,500 ll3.,oo6 38.8 

Table XII shows ra tiler large decreases from 1945 to 1950 in the number 

of poultry on farms of all counties surveyed. 



TABLE XIII 

NUMBER OF FARMS WITH ELEC'IRICITY BY 
COUNTIES Illl THREE 'fYPES-oF-FARML\!G AREAS 

No. Farms With El.ectricity 

County 1945 19$0 

Ozark Area 
Cleburne 454 1,115 
Fulton 343 l,o69 
Sharpe 356 1,067 
Stone 66 686 

Terrace Area 
Clay 1,0J6 2,50.3 
Jackson 692 1,794 
La.w.rence 707 1,932 
~foodruff 640 1,433 

Delta Area 
Crittenden 395 2,277 
Craighead 1,815 3,849 
Mississippi 2,$87 4,483 
Poinsett 1,059 3,220 

/ 
I 

:% Increase 

145.6 
211.6 
199.7 
695.3 

141.6 
159.2 
173.2 
123.9 

478.9 
317.5 
81.0 

204.l 
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Increases from 1945 to 1950 in the number of farms with electricity ranged 

from 81.0 percent to as high as 695.3 percent. All counties surveyed showed 

increases. 
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TABIB XIV 

NUMBER OF FARfIB &V.CTH TRACTORS 
BY COUNTIF.S Ilii THREE 'l'YPES-oF-FARMINO AREAS 

Mo. Far.ms ,iJl th Tractors 

County 1945 1950 % Increase 

Ozark Area 
Cleburne 105 284 170.4 
Fulton 56 203 262.5 
Sparpe 52 285 448.l 
Stone 22 200 809.1 

Terraee Area 
Clay 871 1,.924 120.9 
Jackson 950 1,-636 72.2 
Lawrence 602 1,187 97.1 
Wood.ru..f'f 750 1,321 77.6 

Delta Area 
Crittenden 919 2,.076 126.9 
Craighead 1,222 2,966 142.7 
Mississippi · 2,256 4,862 11$.4 
Poinsett 1,2.54 2,511 124.l 

Table XIV shows that all counties surveyed had increases £rom 1945 to 1950 

in the number of trae tors on farms. 
,J 
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\Ni th t.>ie exception of f ou.r· cou.n ties, all counties included in this survey 

had a decrease in t,he nmnber of farms per county. Dur:ing the same period, 19h5 

to 1950, all counties showed. an increase in the average size of farms. 

The Ozark area had rather la.rge percentage decreases in cotton acreages 

fro.11 1945 to 1950. Minor percentage decreases were noted in all other counties 

of the '.I'errace and Delta areas with the exceptio.n of Mississippi and Poinsett 

counties of the Delta area. These counties had rat.her su.bstantial increases 

in cot'ton acreages from 1945 to 1950. 

Soybean acreages were increased in all counties in all three of t,.ri.e t.ypes­

of-farininlb areas except for Cleburne and Sharpe counties of the Ozark areas .. 

'l'he largeflt increases in both percentages and actual acreages were in the Delta 

area. 

Corn acreages decreased f'rom 1945 to 1950 in all counties surveyed with 

the exception of Stone Coun t-y. 'l'he large decreases 1,vere shown in the Del ta 

counties., Over tb.is same period of time, hay and p,lsture acreages increased 

the Ozark area. Only three other counties shavved increases 

vri t:::i the largest decreases being shown in the Del ta area. 

Horses and mules on farms. decreased rather materially from 1945 to 1950 

with the greatest decreases noted in the Delta area. 

There was an increase in the total number of cattle on farms in only three 

co1mties. These counties were all in the Ozark area. Coinciding closely with 

this tendency was the fact that an increase in the number of dairy cows was noted 

in the Ozark area co,~1ties. 

Increases in the number of swine on farms was noted for all Ozark area farms., 

Increases were also noted for three of the Terrace area farms.. All counties of 

the Delta Grea e.nd one county of' the Terrace area showed decreases in the rn:un-

ber6 of s-,vine on farns of thH areas surveyed. 



The numbers of poultry on .f arrna decreased from 194.5 to 1950 in all 

com1ties in all types-of-f arminJ; areas. 

Outstanding increases in all counties surveyed were nottid in the number 

of fa:t\11:s h:3.Ylng electricity and the number of farms having tractors,.. 
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PRESENTATIC!N AlID ANALYSIS OF DATA 

Twenty-five schools are included in this study. Thirty schools were orig­

inally selected for study. The writer was able to make only twenty personal 

interviews and of the remaining tc~n schools contacted by letter, only five re­

turned surveys complete enough to use. The presentation and &'1alysis of' dot.a 

will be discussed under t.he following main divisions: 

1. !Jumber of enterprises taught and jobs taught under selected 

enterprises. 

2. Periods used i.t1 teaching selected enterprises and farm problems 

by types-of-farming areas. 

J. Shop courses end jobs taught under farm shop. 

PART I 

This part of the stud.y vras made to show the number of enterprises taught 

art1 jobs taught under certain selected enterprises in t-w.renty-five high schools 

in northeast Arkansas. 



TABLE XV 

lffilfflmt OF ENTERPRISES TAUGHT EA.CH 
YEAR IN T'v'!EtlTY-FIVE HIGH SCHOOLS IlJ NORTHEAST ARK!\.NSAS 

1-946-1947 1951-1952 
Ae. I Ag. II . A~ •. III Ag. IV Ag. I Ag. II AR• III A~. IV 

+> . i ,~ ,~ ,~ fa ~ ~ ~ ~ 1 } A M ~ I t ~ t ii -0) <I) 8 (I) t'O 

The l~umber of 0 .0 Q A i J i 
. ,0 

1 
() 

~ ! ! ! a3 i J? ! ~ § £ ~ F-t 
Ent€rprises Taught (I.) 

fl.ts ~ ~ /l..t :ii .!'l4. 
Each Year 

.. .. 

1-2 Enterprises 0 0 o· lO 40 18 72 0 0 Q 0 9 36 l5 60 

3-4 Enterprises 0 0 0 ll 44 7 28 0 0 3 12 9 J6 10 40 

5-6 Enterprises 8 .32 9 36 4 ·16 0 0 12 48 12. 48 3 12 0 0 

7-8 Enterprises 14 56 13 52 0 0 0 0 ll 44 8 32 J 12 0 0 

9 .... 10 Enterprises 2 8 2 8 0 0 0 0 l 4 2 8 l 4 0 0 

11-12 Enterprises 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 l 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Over 12 Enterprises l 4 , 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 ... 

~ 



Table XV shows the number of ent,erprises taught during the school year 

1946-1947 o None of the schools surveyed taught a.s few as four enterprises 
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to either the agriculture I or agriculture II classes. On the other ha.11d, 

none of th':l schools taught as many as seven or eight enterprises to agricul­

ture III or agriculture IV classes during the year 1946-1947. Fifty-six per­

cent of the schools taught seven o:r eight enterprises to agriculture I class­

es, $2 percent ta.u~ht seven or eiiht enterprises to agriculture II cl.asses, 

44 percent taug.'lit three or four enterprises to agriculture III classes,. and 

72 percent tau.ght one or t--No enterprises to agriculture IV classes during 1946-

1947. 

Table XV indicates a tendency fron 1946-1947 to 1951-1952 for fewer enter­

prises to be taught to agTiculture I and agriculture ll classes and for more 

enterprises to be taught to a.grieul ture III and a.gricul ture IV classes. This 

tendency is borne out by the fact that 48 percent of the schools taught only 

five or six enterprises to agriculture I and agriculture II classes during 1951-

1952 as compared w-i th 32 percent o:t the schools teaching five or six enterprises 

to agriculture I classes and 36 percent to agriculture II classes during 1946-

1947. 

It may also be noted from Table XV that only 36 percent of the schools in 

1951-19$2 taught three or :four enterprises to agriculture III classes as com­

pared to 44 percent of the schools teaching the same number of enterprises to 

agriculture III classes in 1946-1947. It may be further noted from this table 

that only 60 percent of the schools taught one or two enterprises to agriculture 

IV classes during 1951-1952 as compared with 72 percent of the schools that 

taug..i'lt one or two enterprises to agriculture IV classes during 1946-194?.. 
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'l'AJl[..£ XVI 

JOBS 'l~WGH'I' THE Eii'fERPHISE COTTON 
IIl 71.WBNTI-mrn: SCHOOLS TZA.GHIHG GO'l".l\)N L1 1946-194 7 1951-1952 

===================:::;;:::::::::::;;:::::::;:::=::;::;:::::=:;;:=:::;::-··­Schools -Teaching Tb.e Jobs 
Jobs Taught 1946-47 1951-52 

l'lumber Percent l'hLrnber Percent 

Estimating Cost and Income 15 71.3 18 85.7 

Variet.y Selection 20 95.2 18 85.7 

Seedbed Preprrration 18 8:5.7 15 71.3 

Fertilization 19 90.5 20 95.2 

Pla.ntL"1g 19 90.5 18 85 .. 7 

Cul tivat.ion 20 9:5.2 20 95.2 

Insect Control 14 66.6 18 85o7 

Disease Control 11 52.Ii 15 71.3 

Harvesting 20 95.2 19 90.s 

Marketing 20 95.2 21 100.0 

Def olia ti on 1 4.8 3 14.J 

Table XVI shows that in 1946-1947, 95.2 percent of the schools teaching 

the enterprise ncottonn viere teaching the jobs, variet;y selection, cultivation, 

harves tin,;, and ~arketing;. iJinety a.nd five tent,hs percent of the schools were 

teachin:s tho jobs, fertilization and planting.. It, was noted however, that in 

the twenty-one schools teaching the enterprise cotton, 

were teaching the job marketing, and 95 .. 2 percent were teaching fertilization 

and cultivation. 
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An increase from 1946-1947 to 1951-1952 was also noted in the nurnber of 

schools teaching the following jobs: Estimating Cost and Income, Fertiliza­

tion, Insect Control, Disease Control, tiiarketing, and Defoliation.. A decrease 

wa~ also noted in 'the number of schools teaching; the following jobs: Variety 

selection, Seedbed preparation, Planting, and Harvesting. 

Since boll weevils were not a problem in northeast Arkansas until 1948, 

and since defoliation is just recently being recognized as a problem in con­

nection with mechanical harvesting of cotton, some of' these changes may be 

attributed to ·these more recent problems of cotton production. It also seems 

apparent that vocational agriculture instructors are not devoting more time to 

teaching cotton but are o:mi tting certain jobs from the course of study on cot­

ton and devoting time to jobs they consider of more need for the student., 



TABLE XVII 

JOBS TAUGHT UNDER TF..& Ei:~TERPRISE CORN UJ TWEWTY-FOUR HIGH 
SCHOOLS II~ 1946-1947 AND TifffiNTY-.&,rVE HICrH SCHOOLS IN 1951-1952 

Schools teaching the jobs 
Jobs Taught 1946-47 1951.-.52 

Number Percent Mumber Percent 

Estimating Cost and Income 20 83.3 22 aa.o 
Variety Selection 21 87.5 24 96.0 

Seedbed Preparation 23 95.6 23 92.0 

F'ertiliza tion 20 83.3 23 92.0 

Planting 21 87.5 24 96.0 

Cultivation 23 95.8 2.3 92.0 

Disease and Pest Control 1$ 62.5 19 76.0 

Harvesting and Marketing 23 95.8 24 96.0 
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There is a great deal of similiari ty between Table XVI and Table XVII. It 

may be noted there was a decrease in the number of schools that taught seedbed 

preparation in both the cotton and corn enterprises. An increase., however, from 

1946-1947 to 1951-1952, for all schools for all other jobs with the exceptions 

of cultivation was noted for the enterprise corn. The greatest change was in 

the nu:nber of schools teaching disease and pest control of corn. The nlli11ber in-

creased from 15 in 1946-1947 to 19 in 1951-1952. 



TABLE XVIII 

NUMBER OF JOBS TAUGHT UNDER THE ENTERPRISE S f.INE IN TNENTY- FIVE 
HIGH SCHOOLS IN 1946-1947 and TWENTY-FOUR HIGH SCHOOLS IN 1951-19.52 

Schools Teaching The Jobs 
Jobs Taught 1946-47 1951-52 

Number Percent Number 

Estimating Cost and Income 22 88. 0 19 

Selecting Breeding Stock 24 96.0 24 

Providing Housing and 
Equipment 21 84.o 21 

Controlling Diseases and 
Pests 19 76.o 21 

Care of Sow at Farrowing 18 72.0 16 

Feeding Breeding Stock 23 92.0 21 

Feeding for J4arket 18 72 .0 14 

Marketing 24 96.0 21 

Butchering and Curing 17 68.o 16 

Breeding Practices 18 72 .0 1.5 

Fitting and Showing 7 28. 0 8 
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Percent 

79.2 

100. 0 

87.5 

87.5 

66.7 

87.5 

58.5 

87.5 

66.7 

62., 

.3.3 .3 

This table shows rather small percentages of increases in the number of 

schools teaching the jobs selecting breeding stock, providing housing and equip­

ment and controlling diseases and pests under the enterprise swine from 1946-

1947 to 1951-19.52. All other jobs under the enterprise swine shows a decrease 

from 1946-1947 to 19.51-1952 in the number of schools teaching these jobs. 



TABLE XIX 

NUf..1BER OF JOBS TAUGHT UNDER ':l.'HE EN'r.itl1PRIS?~ DAIRUNG IN 
TWENTY-FIVE HIGH SCHOOLS 1946-1947 AND WJENTY-HIGH SCHOOLS IN 1951-1952 

sstimating Cost and Income 

Selecting Breeding Stock 

!<'eeding Dairy Calves 

Controlling Diseases and 
Pests 

Feeding for Milk Production 

Providing Pasture 

Sanitation in Handling Milk 

Marketing 

Breeding Prac t.ices 

Providing Housing 

Herd Management 

Schools Teaching The Jobs 
1946-47 1951-52 

Number Percent l~lli11ber Percent 

16 81,.8 l4 70.0 

22 100.0 20 100.0 

7 31.8 8 40 .. 0 

17 77.3 12 60.0 

21 95.5 17 85.o 

5 22.7 2 10.0 

12 54.5 8 4o.o 

17 77,.3 14 10.0 

19 136.4 18 90.0 

18 81.8 1.3 65.0 

6 27.J 8 4o.o 

Table XIX shows small increases from 1946-1947 to 19.51-1952 in the number 

of schools that, taught the jobs feeding dairy calves, and herd management. De-

creases are noted in the number of schools teaching all other jobs with the ex-

ception of' the jobs selecting breeding stock and breeding practices .. 



A GENERAL SULVIMARY OF THE NUi~tB1~R (}f ENTERPRISES 
TAUGHT AND JOB5 TAUGHT mmEr, SELECTED ENTERPRISES 

A study o:f Tables XVI through XIX shows that only three jobs under the 

l.i.2 

selected enterprises were taught in all of' the schools that of'f'ered the enter-

prises as a designated part of the course of study. 

A wide variation in the number of schools that taught certain jobs under 

these selected enterprises was noted. This variation ranged from 4.8 percent 

in the number t)f schools teaching cotton defoliation to 100 percent in the 

number of schools teaching marketing of cotton, selecting breeding stock of 

swine, and selecting breeding stock o.f dairy cattle. 

Variations shovm in these tables suggest that further studies on the part 

of teachers be made to determine if jobs taught meet a real need or if certain 

jobs omitted do not tend to weaken the course of study. 



PAR'I' II 

PERIODS USED IN 'IEACHING SELECTED ENTERPRISES 
~~D :F'ArtM PROBLEMS BY TYPES-OF-FARMING AREAS 

0 43 

Variations in the number of periods used to teach selected enterprises 

in twenty-five high schools in northeast Arkansas should normally be expect-

ed. This pa.rt of the study was made to show the range of these changes, from. 

1946-1947 to 19$1-1952, in the number of periods used to teach these selected 

enterprises within the schools surveyed~ 



TABLE XX 

PERIODS USED I N TEACHING COTTON PRODUCTION IN 
FIVE TYPES-OF-FARMING AREAS, 1946-1947 AND 1951-1952 

Number of Periods Cotton Change in Number of 
Type of Farming Area Production was Taught Periods Taught 

Name of School 1946-1947 1951-1952 Increase Decrease 
OZARK ARE.l 

Batesville JO 5 25 
Cave City 0 18 18 
Evening Shode 20 20 
Heber Springs 19 0 19 
Mountain View 0 0 
Quitman 18 0 18 
Salem 0 0 

CROWLEY'S RIDGE 
Marmaduke 10 9 1 

RICE AREA 
einer 20 19 1 

'IERRACE AREA 
Beebe 0 21 21 
Corning 30 21 9 
Hoxie-Clover Bend 31 23 8 
Mc Crary 13 26 13 
Newark 36 26 10 

ewport 41 28 13 
Walnut Ridge 16 18 2 

DELTA AREA 
Caraway 24 20 4 
Dyess 48 · 27 21 
Earle 25 32 7 
Keiser 56 72 16 
Marked Tree 18 40 22 
Parkin 31 36 5 
Piggatt 25 26 1 
Rector 27 29 2 
Wilson 22 26 4 



CHAPTER II 

Table XX shows that only one school in the Ozark Area had an increase 

from 1946-1947 to 1951-19.52 ir1 the number of' periods used to teach cotton 

production. One school in the area used the same number of periods to teach 

cotton in both of the years covered by this survey. One school did not. teach 

cotton in either of the years covered by this survey. Three of the schools 

in the Ozark Area showed rather sharp decreases in the number of periods used 

to teach cot ton during the time covered by this surveyo 

The Crowley's Ridge Area and the Rice Area reported minor decreases in 

the number of periods used in teaching cotton production. 

In the Terrace Area three schools reported increases and four schools 

rer,nrted decreases in the number of periods used in teaching cotton produc­

tion. During this sa"lle period of time, 1946-1947 to 1951-1952, two schools 

in the Delta Area showed decreases in the number of periods devoted to teach­

ing cotton production. It may be noted that all other schools in the .Delta 

Area reported increases in the nu.".l"lber of periods used to teach cotton production., 

It may also be noted from Table IV that cotton acreages decreased from 

1945 to 1950 in all areas surveyed, with the exception of the Delta. Area where 

increases were noted. In counties where cotton acreages decreased., schools tend­

ed to decrease the number of periods used to teach cotton production. In the 

Del ta Area, vmere cott,on <'3.creages increased from 1945 to 19.50, schools tended to 

increase the number of days used to tea.ch cotton production., 



TABLE IXI 

PEllODS USED IN TEACHING CCh""tN PRODUCTIO!~ IN 
FIVE TYPES-OF•FARMING AREAS, 1946-1947 AMD 1951-19,2 

Type of Farming Area 
Name of School 

OZARK AREA 
Batesville 
Gave City 
Evening Shade 
Heber Springs 
Mouti tain \liew 
Quitman 
Salem 

CRONLBY 1S RIDGE. 
Marmaduke 

RICE AREA 
Weiner 

TERRACE AREA 
Beebe 
Corning 
Hoxie-Glover Bend 
MeCrary 
Newark 
Newport 
Walnut Rid6e 

DELTA AREA 
Gara way 
Dyess 
Earle 
Keiser 
Marked Tree 
Parkin 
Piggatt 
Rector 
Wilson 

Number of Periods Corn 
Production was Taught 
1946-1947 1951..;1952 

22 7 
45 17 
20 19 
20 23 
4l 19 
16 23 
21 15 

27 20 

16 17 

0 24 
J..9 14 
61 24 

7 28 
28 21 
.38 25 
17 12 

15 15 
20 26 
17 20 
16 20 
14 lO 
16 l.8 
34 17 
26 l.9 
16 16 

Change in Number of -
Periods Taught 

Increase _ Decrease 

J 

7 

l 

24 

21 

6 
3 
4 

15 
28 
l 

22· 

6 

7 

5 
31 

7 
l.3 
5 

17 
7 
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Table Ix.I shows that 14 schools had a decrease from 1946-l9h7 to 1951-1952 

in the number of periods used in teaching corn production. While only eight 

schools had increases during this same period, three schools reported no change 

in the number of periods used to teach eorn production. 
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The general tendency among most schools to make reductions in the number 

of periods used to tea.ch corn production tends to coincide with the findings 

in Table 'VI 1vl1e:re it was Shown that there was a reduction o! corn acreages in 

all areas surveyed~ 
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TABLE XXII 

PBPi.IODS USED D>i TEACHIMG HAY .ium PASTORE PRODUCTION IN 
It"IVE '.l'YPES-8F-fARMiliG AREAS, 1946-1947 AND 1951-1952 

Number of Periods Hay and Change in Number of 
Type of Farming Area Pasture Production was Taught Periods Taught 

Name of School 1946-1947 1951-1952 Increase Decrease 
OZARK AREA· 

Batesville 19 122 103 
Cave Gity 0 l4 14 
Evening Shode 0 16 16 
Heber Springs 17 20 3 
Mountain View 0 19 19 
Quitman 0 36 36 
Salem 21 25 4 

CRONLEY1 S RIDGE 
Marmaduke 0 0 

RICE AREA 
Weiner 0 10 10 

TERRACE AREA 
,Beebe 18 23 5 
Corning 17 19 2 
Hoxie-Clover Bend 0 16 18 
McCrary 0 29 29 
Newark 0 0 
Newport 0 27 27 
Walnut Ridge 32 59 27 

DELTA AREA 
Caraway 8 15 7 
Dyess 0 0 
Earle 12 26 14 
Keiser 0 0 
Marked 'free 25 20 5 
Parkin 12 9 .3 
Piggat.t 0 18 18 
Rector 0 0 
Wilson 7 17 10 

It. r:aa.y be noted in Table XXll that all schools surveyed in the Ozark Area 

had increases, from 1946-1947 to 1951-1952., in the number of periods used in 

teaching bay and pasture production. Increases were also noted, with one ex-

ception, for all schools in the Terrace Area., Only four schools showed in-



ereases in the Dei ta Area.. Two schools in the Del ta Area showed decreases 

while three schools did not teach hay and pasture production in either 1946-

1947 or l95l-l9S2. 
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A study or Table VII -and a. comparison with Table UII indicates a. tend­

ency among schools to make changes in the number of' periods used to teaeh hay 

and pasture production com.parable to the changes shown in Table VII. In gen­

eral., those schools located in areas that had increases in pasture acreages 

also showed increases in th~ numbe-r of periods used to teach hay and pasture 

production. 



TABLE XXIII 

PERIODS USED IN 'I'&i\CHING SOYBEMJ PRODUCTION IM 
FIVE 'fiPES-OF-FARJJIIJG AREAS, 1946-1947 AJID 1951-1952 

rJumber of Periods Soybean Change in lfo.mbe:r of 
Type of Fanning .il..rea. Production was Taught Periods Taught 
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Nallle of' School l9l.i6-19h7 1951-1952 Increase Decrease 
OZARK AREA .,----·-----------........ ----------------.... -----

Batesville 
Cave City 
Evening Shade 
Heber Springs 
Mountain View 
Quitman 
Salem 

CROilLEY •s RIDGE 
Marmaduke 

RICE AREA 
Weiner 

TERRACE AREA 
Beebe 
Corning 
Hoxie-Clover Bend 
Me Crary 
Newark 
Newport 
Wa.lnu t Ridge 

DELTA AREA 
Caraway 
Dyess 
Earle 
Keiser 
Marked Tree 
Parkin 
Piggott 
Rector 
Wilson 

12 
15 
20 
15 

0 
0 
0 

20 

0 

0 
12 
16 
13 
25 
30 
13 

8 
21 
13 
30 

0 
8 
0 

17 
0 

0 
0 

30 
:n 

0 
21 
12 

12 

14 

25 
24 
16 
57 
20 

0 
0 

10 
29 

0 
32 
10 
9 

16 
0 

10 

10 
22 

21 
12 

25 
12 

44 

2 
6 

2 
10 
1 

16 

10 

12 
1.5 

5 
30 
13 

13 

17 

Table XXIII shows that 15 schools had an increase from 1946-1947 to 1951-

1952, in the m.nnber of periods used to teach soybean production. Eight schools 

reported decreases and two schools reported no changes in the number of periods 

used to teach soybean production. 
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Table 'il showed :increases in soybean acreages in most counties in all areas 

surveyed. This tendency, it may be noted, seems to be borne out in Table XXIII, 

in that most schools tended to increase the number of days used to t.each soy­

bean production. 



TABLE XX.IV 

PERIODS OSED IN TEACHirm SWINE PRODUCTION IN . 
FIVE 'fYPri.'S-Oli'-11'ARMDiG AREAS, 1946-1947 AND 1951•1952 

Number of Periods Swine Change in Number of 
Type of Farming Area. Production was Taugh.t · Periods Taught 

!fame of S<:hool 1946-1947 1951-:1952 Increase Decrease 
OZARK ·AREA 

Batesville 27 8 19 
Cave City· 4l 18 23 
Evening Sl1ode 22 24 2 
Heber.Springs 22 l? 3 
Lfoun ta.in View 32 3!) 3 
Quitlnan 34 JO 4 
Salem 37 24 13 

CRO];il.EY'S RIDGE 
Marmaduke 47 28 19 

RICE AREA 
m.~iner 28 21 7 

TERRACE AREA 
Beebe 18 24 6 
Corning 47 32 15 
Hoxie-Glover Bend 41 .35 6 
MoGrary 20 34 14 
Newark 51 40 ll 
Newport 68 JJ 35 
Walnut Ridge 2$ 38 

DELTA AREA 
Caraway 20 32 12 
Dyess 24 0 24 
Earle 27 b4 17 
Keiser 56 60 4 
l'Ia.rked Tree 20 38 18 
Parkin 42 45 3 
Piggott 54 40 14 
Rector 26 22 4 
Wilson hl 27 14 

Table llIV shows there was a def.inite tendency to .make adjustments in the 

number· of periods used to teach swine production. Fifteen schools increased 

the number of periods and ten schools decreased the number of' periQds. 
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A study of Table XI showed increases in the number of swine on .farms in 

the Ozark Area. and tb.e Terrace Area and a decrease in the Delta Area. A fur­

ther study of both tables failed to indioa.te any tendencies c0i11parable to both 

tables. 



TABLJ1' XXV 

P£RIODS USED IN TEACHING POULTRY PRODUCTION IW 
FIVE TYP?J;S-oF-F111UUUG A..REi\.S, 1946-1947 AND 1951-1952 

Number of Periods Poultry Change in frumber of 
~pe of Farming Area Production was Taught Periods Taught 

Name of School 1946-1947 1951-1952 Increase Decrease 
IZA:.RK AREA 

Batesville 22 0 22 
Cave Cit~ 37 17 20 
Evening Shode 20 21 1 
Heber Springs 22 24 2 
Moun·liain View 36 15 21 
Quitman 35 25 20 
Salem 24 20 4 

:ROWLEY'S RIDGE 
Marmaduke 25 30 

UCE AREA 
Weiner 43 24 19 

fERRAGE AREA 
Beebe 26 24 2 
Corning 37 21 16 
Hoxie-Clover Bend 47 15 32 
McGrary 19 55 36 
rqewark 42 44 2 
_Newport 36 24 12 
Walnut Ridge 17 27 10 

DELTA. AR.EA 
Caraway 15 20 5 
Dyess 0 24 24 
Earle 29 12 17 
Keiser .39 46 7 
Marked Tree Jl 9 22 
Parkin 23 33 10 
Piggott 48 20 28 
Rector 20 1$ 5 
Wilson 48 19 29 
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Table XXV shows that 15 schools indicated decreases from 1946-1947 to 1951-

1952 in the number of periods used to teach poultry production.. Ten schools in-

dicated increases in the number of periods used to teach poultry production. 

A. study of Table XII and Tabl.e 1XV would seem to indicate a tendency for 
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schools tc, decrease the number of periods used to tea.ch poultry production and 

that this tendency seemed to coincide with the decrel:iSe in the numbers of poul­

try on f a.rms in the areas surveyed. 



PERIODS USED IN TEACHING DAIRY PRODUCTION IN 
FIVE TYPES-OF-FA..~"lilnm AREAS, 1946-1947 un l95l-l9S2 

Type of Farming Area 
. ifame of School 

OZARK AREA 
Batesville 
Gave City 
Evening Shade 
Heber Springs 
Mountain View 
Quitman 
Salem 

GROlfJLEY1S RIDGE 
Marmaduke 

RICE AREA 
tVeiner 

Beebe 
Corning 
Hoxie-Clover Bend 
Mc Crary 
Newark 
Newport 
Walnut Ridge 

DELTA AREA 
Caraway 
Dyess 
Earle 
Keiser 
Marked Tree 
Parkin 
Piggott 
Rector 
Wilson 

Number of Periods Dairy 
Production was Taught 
1946-1947 1951-1952 

25 l3 
45 44 
21 J2 
24 24 

0 32 
22 J6 
22 32 

29 0 

0 0 

62 37 
15 0 

0 26 
25 0 
20 20 
3$ 26 
24 34 

33 13 
35 0 
22 10 
53 52 
.32 10 
14 21 
25 39 
27 17 
17 22 

Change in Number of 
Periods taught 

Increase Decrease 

11 

32 
14 
lO 

26 

10 

7 
14 

5 

12 
l 

29 

25 
15 

25 

9 

20 
35 
12 

1 
22 

10 

Table XXVI shows that for the years covered by this survey, 13 schools 
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indicated decreases, nine schools indicated increaf3es, and t:hree schools showed 

no changes in the number of periods used to teach dairy production~ »'our of the 



schools showing increases ,,ere in the Ozark Area and a study of Table X indi­

cates th.:d; the Ozark: Area was the only area surveyed that had an increase in 

the number of dairy cattle on farms. 

57 



TABLE XXVII 

Fi.&RIODS USED IN TE.b~GHING BKEF CA'.t'TLE PRODUCTION IN 
FIVE TIPES-OF-F;:\RMING AREAS, 1946-1947 AHD 1951-1952 

T·ype of Farming Area 
Name of School 

OZAltK AH.EA . 
Batesville 
Cave City 
Evening Shode 
Heber Springs 
Mountain View 
Quitman 
Salem 

CROWLEY'S RIDGE 
Marmaduke 

fUCE Atl.EA 
Weiner 

TEl:lliACE AB.EA 
Beebe 
Corning 
Hoxie-Clover Bend 
Mc Crary 
Newark 
Ifowport 
Walnut F..idge 

DELTA 1\JlE:A 
Caraway 
Dyess 
Earle 
Keiser 
£i1arked Tree 
Parkin 
.Piggott 
Rector 
Wilson 

Number of Periods Beef 
Cattle Production was 'l'aught 
1946-1947 1951-1952 

25 16 
21 22 
20 27 
24 24 
29 39 
22 24 
18 15 

15 20 

.51 17 

0 31 
23 .31 

0 .36 
27 .32 
23 19 
51 42 
14 24 

18 20 
26 0 
26 22 
42 36 
22 10 
18 15 
21 43 
16 16 
24 16 

Change in Number of 
Periods Taught 

Increase Decrease 

1 
7 

10 
2 

31 
B 

36 
s 

10 

2 

22 

9 

3 

34 

4 
9 

26 
4 
6 

12 
3 

8 
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Table XXVII shows that from 19li6-1947 to l.951-1952, eleven schools showed 

decreases, twelve schools shmved increases, and two schools showed no changes in 

the number of' periods used to teach beef production in twenty-five high schools. 
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Since Table IX showed that only in the Ozark Area was there an L1"1crea.se in 

the numbers of all cattle m farms, it is ra~er noteworthy that five Terrace 

Area schools shOi'·ied the greatest increases in the munber of days used in teach­

ing be::tl' produc'tion. 
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TABIE XXVIII 

PERIODS USED IN TEACHING SOIL MA.NAGM&ENT IN FI VE TYPES-
OF-FARJlING AREAS., 1946-1947 AND 1951- 1952 

Number of Periods Soil Change in Number of 
Type of Farming Area Management was Taught Periods Taught 

Name of School 1946-1947 1951-1952 Increase Decrease 
OZARK AREA 

Batesville 27 8 19 
Cave City 0 15 15 
Evening Shode 0 0 
Heber Springs 20 13 7 
Moun ta.in View 84 84 
Quitman 33 38 4 
Salem 3 ,o 47 

CROWLEY'S RIDGE 
.Marmaduke 32 17 15 

RICE AREA 
Weiner 2 0 2 

TERRACE AREA 
Beebe 23 33 10 
Corning 0 0 
Hoxie-Clover Bend 0 0 
Kc Crary 8 0 8 

ewark 6 20 14 
Newport 0 0 
Walnut Ridge 23 0 23 

DELTA AREA 
Caraway 0 0 
Dyess 0 0 
Earle 3 24 21 
Keiser 0 0 
Marked Tree 0 55 55 
Parkin 11 9 2 
Piggott 11 33 22 
Rector 28 22 6 
Wilson 0 0 

Table XXVIII shows that in 1946-1947 only 15 schools were teaching soils 

management. In 1951-1952 only 14 schools were teachin soils management. From 

1946-1947 to 1951-1952., nine schools showed an increase in the number of periods 
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used to teach soils management, seven schools showed a decrease, six schools 

did not teach soils management at all, and one school used 84 periods t,o teach 

soils management in 1946-1947 and l9S1-l952. 

From a study of Table XX.VIII., it is indicated ·that mor$ periods were being 

used in 19$1-1952 than in 1946-1947 for the teaching of soils management. 

These indicated increases, it will be noted from Table XXVIII, were confined to 

nine schools. 
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TABLE XXIX 

PERIODS USED IN TEACtrL:iG FARM MANAGE11El\lT IN 
THREE TYYB-OF-li'ARMIWG AREAS, 1946-1947 lUiD 1951-1952 

Type of F'armlng Area 
Name of School 

oaqK AREA 
13a tosville 
Cave Git,y 
Evening Shode 
Eieber Springs 
Mountain View 
Quitman 
Salem 

CROVH.EY•S RIDGE 
Marmaduke 

RICE AREA 
Weiner 

T'~GE AREA 
Beebe 
Corning 
Hoxie-Clover Bend 
Mc Crary 
Newark 
iiewport 
Walnut Ridge 

DELTA. AREA 
Caraway 
Dyess 
l!;arle 
Keiser 
l.iAarked 'I'ree 
Parkin 
Piggott 
Rector 
Wilson 

Number of' Periods F ar:::n 
Ma'l'l.agemen t. was Taught 
1946-1947 1951-1952 

49 42 
23 29 
75 66 

0 50 
JO 31 
46 58 
48 60 

0 20 

23 38 

55 55 
45 3 

0 23 
31 35 
0 0 

163 llO 
0 74 

34 0 
42 40 

0 38 
0 0 
0 45 

57 62 
0 40 

21 33 
60 91 

Change in Number oY-­
Periods Taught 

Increase Decrease 

7 
6 

9 
50 
l 
8 

12 

20 

1, 

42 
23 
4 

53 
74 

34 
2 

.38 

45 
5 

ho 
12 
31 

Table XXIX shows that farm management was taught in 16 schools in 1946-

1947 ~ Farm management was taught, however, in 22 schools in 1951-1952. This 

was an increase of' six schools. Sixteen schools reported an increase in the 
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number of periods used to teach farm management and six schools reported a 

decrease. Farm management was not tau~ht in two schools either year and it 

was taught S5 periods in one school both years . 

Table XXIX. indicated a tendency amon the schools surveyed to use more 

periods tote ch farm management i n 1951-1952 than in 1946-1947. 

GENERAL SUMMARY ON PERIODS USED I TEACHING SELECTED 
EN'IERPRISES D FARM FROBLE S BY FIVE TYPES-oF- FAR! I '} AREAS 

Evidence presented in Tables II through XIV and XX through XXIX indi-

ca tes that schools do tend to make certain adjustments eonsis tent with trends. 

This shifting, however, did not always follow information which was available 

from an examination of farm census data . These adjustments indicate some lack 

· of clear cut concepts concerning the organizing of the course of study. 

For the purpose of this study, an increase or decrease of five or more 

periods allotted to teach certain selected farm enterprises or farm problems 

would indicate a significant chan e . Changes of less than five periods would 

tend to reflect normal adjustments in organizing a course of study. Any signi-

ficant changes made should follow trends and meet service area needs . 

The extreme variations shown in the shifting of periods allotted to teach-

ing various enterprises and farm problems indicates a need for further study on 

the part of teachers. 
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PART III 

This part of the study was made to show the number of schools offering 

shop and the number of periods used to t ach shop in twenty-five high schools. 

The shop jobs taught in these schools is also shown. 

TABLE llX 

SCHOOLS OFFERING SHOP AS DESI A TED PART 
OF THE COURSE CF STUDY, 1946-1947 AND 1951 AND 1952 

Schools of!erin~ Snopwork 1946-1947 Schools offerin Shopwork 1951-1952 
Ag. I Ag. II Ag. Ill Ag. IV Ag. I Ag. ll A.g. III Ag. IV 

~ ~ +> +> ~ ~ ~ +> 

J I ~ 8 fit s:::: ~ } s.. ~ 8 
Q) ID Q) Q) Q) "' Cl) 

0 0 § () i 0 tJ j () § 0 

s.. s.. & t s.. r.. s ~ t; t 
~ ~ 

G) Q) .,. z p. 12'; 11. :--= p.. z p. ~ fl.. :;!!: p. 

25 :100 2$ lOO 24 96 25 100 24 96 23 92 25 100 24 96 

Table XXX shows that all schools in 1946-1947 taught shop to each agri-

culture class with the exception of one school that did not offer shop to the 

griculture Ill class. In 1951-1952, one school did not offer shop to the 

Agriculture I class; two schools did not offer shop to the griculture II cl.as-

ses; one school did not offer shop to the Agriculture IV class; but all schools 

offered shop to the Agriculture III classes. 



Periods Taught 

0 Periods 

1-15 Periods 

16-JO Periods 

31-45 Periods 

46-60 Periods 

61-75 Periods 

76-90 Periods 

91-105 Periods 

106-120 Peri ods 

Over 120 Periods 

TABLE XXXI 

NUMBER OF PERIODS SHOP IS TAUGHT IN TWENTY-FIVE HIGH SCHOOLS 
BY CLASS TAUGHT IN 1946-1947 AND 1951-1952 

1946-1947 1951-1952 
Mt .• I Af!.. II Aft .• III Art.. IV Ae. . I Ag. ll Ag. III 

i +> ~ ~ i +> +> 
J.t ~ ii tJ 

,.. ,.. J... i ~ ii Q) Q) G) Q) Q) Q) 

] 0 '§ 0 .0 t> '§ 0 i 0 j 0 1 0 

~ 
,.. 

! 
,.. 

~ t H ,.. 
£ Q) Q) Q) 

~ p.. z "" :z: p.. :z: p.. :z; p.. Ii?: p.. 

0 o .. o 0 o.o 1 4.o 0 o.o l 4.0 2 8.0 0 o.o 

0 o.o 0 o.o 0 o.o 0 o.o 0 o.o 0 o.o 0 o.o 

4 16.0 4 1.6.o 1 4.0 0 o.o 5 20.0 0 o.o 0 o.o 

12 48.o 7 28.0 1 4.0 l. 4.0 7 2a.o 6 24.0 3 12.0 

5 20.0 6 ~4.0 2 8.0 7 28.0 10 40.0 . 0 40.0 3 12.0 

2 8~0 7 28.0 7 28.0 12 48.o 1. 4.0 5 20.0 6 24.0 

0 o.o 0 o •. o 3 12.0 3 12.0 0 o.o l 4.0 3 12.0 

2 8.0 0 o.o 5 20.0 0 o.o l 4.0 1 4.0 l 4.o 

0 o.o 1 4.o 1 4.0 0 o.o 0 o.o 0 o.o . 2 8.0 
.. -··-- - - -·- ---- -

0 o.o 0 o.o 4 16.0 2 8.0 0 o •. o 0 o.o 7 28.0 . 

Afl.. IV 

~ ~ Cl) 

' .0 0 

§ t 
;..,:; p.. 

1 4.0 

0 o.o 

0 o.o 

0 o.o 

8 -3?_~~ -

9 6.o 

3 12.0 

3 12.0 

0 o.o 
-- ---
l 4.0 

°' \..,'"\ 
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Table XXXI shows that 48 . 0 percent of the schools taught thirty- one to 

forty- five days of shop to Agriculture I classes in 1946-1947. Twenty-eight 

percent of t he s chools taught thirty-one to forty-five days of shop to Agri­

culture II classes in 1946-1947. Twenty-eight percent of the Agriculture I II 

classes and 48 . 0 percent of the A~iculture IV classes were taught from sixty­

one to seventy-fl ve days of shop in 1946-1947. Four schools offered over one 

hundred twenty days of shop to Agriculture III classes and two schools off er­

ed over one hundred twenty days of shop to Agriculture IV classes in 1946-

1947. 

It may be noted that in 1951- 1952, 28 percent of the schools taught from 

thirty-one to forty-five days of shop to Agriculture I classes; however , 40 

percent of the schools taught shop from forty-one to sixty days to Agriculture 

II classes . Twenty-four percent of the schools taught shop from sixty- one to 

seventy- five days to Agriculture III classes in 1951-1952 . Thirty- six percent 

of the schools offered shop from sixty-one to ninety days to Agriculture IV 

cl.asses in 1951- 1952. 

In 1946-1947, the average school taught from 31 to 45 periods of shop to 

Agriculture I classes, 31 to 45 periods of shop to gricul ture II classes, and 

61 to 75 periods of shop to Agriculture III and Agriculture IV classes . In 

1951-1952, the average school taught 31 to 45 periods of shop to Agriculture I 

classes, 41 to 60 periods of shop to Agriculture II classes, and 61 to 75 periods 

of shop to Agriculture III and Agriculture IV classes . The only significant 

change noted during the five year period covered by this survey, was in the in­

crease in the number of periods used to teach shop to Agriculture II classes . 



TABLE XXIII 

SHOP JOBS TAUGHT I 'IWENTY-FIVE 
HIGH SCHOOLS DURING 1946-1947 AND 1951-1952 

Jobs Taught 1946-1947 Per cent l9S1- l9S2 Percent 
Number of Schools Teaching The Job 

Care and Use of Tools 

Welding 

Woodwork 

Sheet etal and Soldering 

Concrete Work 

Painting and Finishing 
oodwork 

Blueprints 

Farm chinery 

Plumbing 

Forge Work 

Electricity and Wiring 

Rope and Leather · ark 

9 

6 

25 

6 

12 

7 

13 

13 

, 8 

11 

9 

10 

36 

24 

100 

24 

48 

28 

52 

52 

32 

44 

36 

40 

8 

12 

25 

4 

14 

9 

11 

14 

10 

3 

11 

2 

32 

48 

100 

16 

56 

36 

44 

56 

40 

12 

44 

8 
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Table XXXII shows the shop jobs taught in twenty-five high schools during 

1946-1947 and 1951-1952. Increases from 1946-1947 to 1951-1952 are noted in 

the number of schools that taught welding, concrete wor k, painting and finish-

ing woodwork, farm machinery, plumbing, and electricity and farm wiring as a 

part of the shop course. Decreases for this same period are noted in the num-

ber of schools that tau ht care and use of tools, sheet metal and soldering, 

blueprints, forge work, and rope work. There was no change from 1946-1947 to 

1951-1952 in the number of schools that tau ht woodwork as a part of the shop 
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course in vocational agriculture. The only shop job taught by all the schools 

included in this survey in 1946-1947 and 1951-1952 was woodwork. 

The decrease in the number of schools that taught rope and leather work 

seems to have some basis when the evidence presented in table VIII is taken 

into consideration. 

The increases, shown in Table Ill.II., in the number o:f schools teaching 

welding, farm machinery, and elec triei ty and wiring, tend to coincide with the 

findings shown in Tables XIII and XIV. 

GENERAL S~i$'IA.RY OW FARM SHOP 
COURSES AND JOBS TAUGHT UNDER FARM SHOP 

All Schools designated certain periods for the teaching of shop, · howeveX', 

all schools did not offer shop to eve'1:y class each year. .l wide variation in 

the number of periods used to teach shop i$ noted. 

Further study on the par't of the teachers is indiea ted in the planning or 

courses of study for farm shop. It is further indicated that trends in the use 

of electricity., tractors., and farm machinery a.re not being fallowed. in formula-

ting courses of study fo,r farm shop, 
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SUMMA.RY 

Surveys of the courses of study for vocational agriculture were made in 

twenty-five high schools in Northeast Arkansas. Twenty of these surveys were 

made by the i.vri ter and five were made by the teachers of vocational agriculture 

in their own departments. Studies were made of farm census inf'orma tion to deter-

mine the trends that had taken place from 1945 to 1950 in selected crops, live-

stock, farm tractors, and rural electrification. 

Findings and Conclusions: 

1. All teachers, in the schools surveyed, had on file courses of study 

for vocational agriculture. 

2. The evidence secured indica. ted that teachers are teaching enterprises 

on a yearly basis and not on a year to year cross-section or con;.. 

tim:dng basis • 

3. Findings in this study indicated that only three of the jobs taught 

under various selected enterprises were common to all of the schools 

that taught the enterprises. 

4. The study showed. that teachers had made changes in their courses of 

study., These changes, hOW"ever, indicated a lack of a clear cut eon-

cept of the requirements for a course o:f study. 

5. An average of thirteen schools made changes of seven periods or more 

in the number of periods allotted to the teaching of ten selected 

enterprises and problems. 

6. The variation in changes ranged· from a low of one period to a high 

of 103 periods. The writer found no evidence in this study to indi-

cate a reason for this extreme variation,, 
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7. The adjustnents in the. number of periods a.llott..ed to teach certain 

-selected enterprises and problems did not always .follow the trend 

or trends indicated in farm census data. 

8. No findings in this study indicated any reason for schools omitting 

dairy production., poultry production., soils management., and .farm 

management .from the course of study., On the other hand, the cen­

sus data and ty-pes-of-fa:rming studies prepared by the University 

of Arkansas indicate that these en terpri.ses or p:coblems have ,. some 

place in the teaching program for vocational agricul~ure. 

9., Evidence seeured showed that all schools surveyed offered farm 'Shop 

courses. Further evidence., however., indicated that few schools had 

a well planned and integrated. shop program. 

10. In all of the schools surveyed, wood work was offered as a part ot 

the shop course but other shop jobs we~ offered in 14 or less of 

the schools surveyed. 

RECOMMENDATION'S: 

On the basis of findings in this study, the following suggestio1w are made 

regarding the formulation of courses of study for vocational agriculture in 

l~ortheast Arkansas. 

1. That teachers use available farm census data in formulating courses of 

study in vocational agriculture for· use in their local service areas. 

2. That teachers make and use local farm surveys :tn planning and revis­

ing courses of study for the local school. 

3. That a far.m shop survey be made in the local school service area to 

determine the shop jobs that need to be taught in the local school. 



4o That teachers realize that poultry and dairy produc·tion contribute 

to the family food supply and that consideration should be given 

these enterprises in planning and formulating a course of study 

for the local school. 
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5. That the need for soils management and farm management be carefully. 

considered in planning and formulating a course of study for the 

local school. 

6. That all enterprises pertinent to the service area. be classified 

as major, contributory, and mi11or and that periods for t .. he teach­

ing of these enterprises be allotted on the basis of local needs .. 

7. That problems for professional improvement meetings 'be carefully 

chosen to give the greatest help to teachers in planning and revis­

ing courses of study .. 

8.. That. supervisors give regular and careful supervision to teachers in 

planning and revising of courses of study°' 
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