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tion contn!na e. great deal of truth.. SJ.nee ono or tho out-

within the !nltividual wh:lch aro s1;_~t. in opora.tior.i. b;f t.11e pr03-

ence or th.e er:10tlon,;tl atir:mlus .. 
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1 . How would I feel if I were a ~egro? 

2 . If' I were a legro, would I be particularly 
bitter against vhites? 

The present problem evolved out of the ans 1 rs to the 

above questions coupled with information concerning Negro 

crime and delinquency 1hich int n caused the riter to 

formulate the hypothesis that perhaps the feelings of' ihite 

resentment among Negroes as a contributing f ctor in the 

high incidence of Negro crime and delinqu ncy . 

This study is concerned ith prejudice , one facet of the 

compl x pattern of hum n emotions . '!'here are many accounts 

purporting to describe how the Negro feels toward whites,, but 

these are primarily either anecdotal inn t e or they are 

the comments of so e individual who is considered to be a 

spokesman for the Negro race . Such a situation would enuse 

oven the most casual observer to doubt the reliability of in-

formation obt ined by these two methods . The unreliability 

of anecdotal accounts is a most a truism in any scientific 

field nd there is considerable skepticism reBarding the abil

ity of Nogro spokesmen to be able to correctly r fleet the 

attitudes of the mnss of Negroes . The pres nt study s do-

sign d to measure objectively the prejudices of a group of 

O~lahoma male delinquents against ffhites . 

It is the sincere wish of the author that the present 

study may in some m tu1er contribute a fey, facts rel tive to 

pre judice which perh ps will give the American people a 

better understandin of one of the foremost r clal proble s 
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cP.LAP'rFR. r 

'I'hinking Amoricans are becorn:i.ng increasingly cogn:i.zant 

of tho h:lgh cost of dellnque:ncy to so(d.ety both in ter1'1:;s of 

the failure to dove lop productive 1 1i.s.cful rnm1b0rs of soGiety 

ond of tho actual Eltmetary cost invo1•,rcd :tn apprehending de-

linquents and attempt to rehabilltr1te them. Hogro delin-

q·uency hag long bHon a aub Je ct of npe c:lal lnquiry bo cause of 

its co,11pnratl voly htr;h ineidonco., ~md lr1 attempt to tmder-

st1'3 .. nd the cnuses., a. dbrersif:i..cntion of oxpl.fanra,tions i:1r:VB boen 

BXpour1ded. Slrnul tnnEH)llsly wl 'th Uris ris concern over Jct-

venlle delinquency 1 there }:wi1 been an :tncreasing o·i:iarerH1ss of' 

the detrimental eft'ects of racial prejudice. 

rsany studies havo b0cn unde:r•t;nken to dot tl1e o.ffe ct 

of pre Ju.d:l ce on the wh:t te tJCf\lT1t'Jl:1't of' our 

many of these stucL1es have invoi:Jtigntod U10 utt:ttu:dc;;;, of 

YJhitos towm:·d J\!Cgroen. The aroa of Negro nttitudes tov.rard 

' . t wrn. ,es has been 1::1 

anecdotal aecounts. 

for 01J inJ. ems and 

'fhis atudy is eoncornBd wl th t!1e ef'f'e ct of bias st;in,r; 

lndi-

viduals who show preference for grooc show' a 

donce i'or delinquency'? 

l 
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An underlying hypothesis of the present study is the 

• d 1 concept of frustration-aggression e.s outlined by Hilgar. 

'Ihe American Neg1"'0 is con.fronted with a frustrating situation 

in that the fulfillment of' many desires is blocked by the 

caste-like status the Negro is fo.rced to occupy. Th.e aggres

sion reaction to frustration can be (1} directed toward the 

actual soui-•ce o.f the frustration or (2) it may be displaced 

upon some people or objects seemingly unrelated to the frus ... 

tration. 

Evidence from the .field of social psychology su..ggests 

that aggressiveness increases in a system where there is 

scarcity, insecur:i.ty, and rigid social sti .. ucture. Feelings 

of f1"usti-'ation s.nd consequent patterns of' agg1"ession might 

readily s_end an lndi vi dual into conflict with society. 

Symonds Sl.llilli1arizes a study by 1rh..,ight as follows: 

Wrlght has discovered that f1"'ustration has certain 
social .as well as individual outcomes. When a group 
of children are submitted to a common frust:i:->ation 
the cohesiveness of the group is increased. There 
is a greater tendency to work together in overcoming 
the barrier, there is greater friendliness between 
members of the group, and conflict behavior within 
the group is decreased. On the other hand, hostility 
to an outsider is increased and group destructiveness 
is enhanced. These phenomena have been observed to 
hold between nations as well as in sma~l groups where 
they have been e;;:per:trnentally studied. 

If' this conclusion :possesses any validity it appears reason-

able to presuxa.e that the delinquent group which is 

1 Ernest R. Hilgard., Introduction to Psychology, (New 
York, 19.53), pp. 182-190. 

2 P. M. Symonds, D:[11.o.mic Psyc:p.o'log;Y,, (New York, 1949), 
p. 65. 
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Pl"Obe.bly move frustrated., hostile., and aggressive ths.n the 

non-delinquent group, will sholt greater preference and 

friendliness toward individuals whom they believe are likely 

to be sub.iect to the sarr1e type of frustrations. This assu.rap

tion would imply the possibility of greate1"' preference by the 

delinquent group than would be the case with the control 

group. 

Limit~ions 2r the Stuq_y 

There ai""e undoubtedly many factors which contribute to 

the high incidence of Negro delinquency and this study is 

rest:ricted to Negro prejudice, just one facet of the complex 

problem. The study is f'urther confined to Oklahoma Negro 

male delinquents from Muskogee, Tulsa., and Oklahoma City, the 

p:r•incipal urban a.I'eas of Oklahoma. In addition, the re

stricted number of subjects involved in the present investi-

gation constitutes a .further limita.tion on the interpretation 

of results. Nevertheless, the data does in part, offer rela-

tive information necessary to an understanding of the problem 

of' Negro prejudice and delinquency. 

Clarification of Ter:ms ________ ..._......_ ______ .....,.., ___ 
There are those who will dispute the correctness of the 

title of this study by saying there is no such thing a.s race 

prejudice. These individuals would prefer some different 

terminology such as race preference, color preference, or 

perhaps ethnic preference. It is not the purpose of this 

research to resolve semant:tc difficulties and it is perfectly 

agreeable to the author for anyone, who so desires, to sub-

stitute any words for race prejudice, that to them, seem more 



appropriate. According to Weatherford and Johnson, 3 it is 

doubtful if the x·acial attitude of a subject group can aTways 

be described as prejudice. These authors would say that 

r•acial attitudes reach the point of prejudice, ••• "when anger 

overcomes caution, and when bitterness against wrongs over-

comes the strength of authority. Prejudice carries with it a 

suggestion of authority and control •••• u 

Such a rigid definition of prejudice implying the condi-

tions stated by Weatherford and Johnson is not the usually 

accepted definition. To most individuals the term prejudice 

does not carry the implications listed above. Warren's 

Q1ctionary of ,,P:9ycholop;y defines prejudice as: 

An attitude, either for or against a certain un
p1•oved hypothesis, which p1•events one from evaluat
ing new evidence corx'ectly. (Prejudice carries an 
emotional implication; the syn. bias, strictly, 
lacks this element.L~ 

The term, prejudice, is used in this 1°esearch in the 

manner• described in Warren 1s Dictionary of Psychology. Race 

prej'udice, while difficult to define, does exist in every 

segrnent of American culture. This set of' cire1.:rn1stances is 

not something new in the world and has probably existed much 

longer' than the reco1'"'ded b.istory of mankind. In the earliest 

records of history, may be found numerous accounts of various 

groups of people being thought of' as 11 different" and as a 

') ;; w. D. Weatherford and C. s. Johnson, Race Relations, 
A. q!ftst.m.ent of Wh. i tes and Nef'.]'.ro.es in the U. s:- (New York, 1931~-------

4Howard C. Warren, pictJ;.9.nary of £:Sycholog-;v:_, {Cambridge, 
19 3Ld , p • 208 • 



result, quite frequently abused and per·socuted. The attempt 

of Hi tle1~ to indoctrinc.te the Ge1"nlan people to the idea of a 

superiol"' "aryan race II and the elimination of suppose infe-

rior groups is a modern day example of an attempt to build 

up racial pre Judice against ia particular group. 

The existence of a race a.s an entity has long since been 
5-6 shown not to exist by scientific measures. A realization 

of these kn.o\ilm facts does not allow society to disregard the 

fact thRt nearly all members of society think of certain 

groups of human beings as being different in kind from them-

selves. Not only do we think of such groups as different in 

kind, but all too often we conceive of this ''difference II as 

being of such a ne.ture as to make one gr•oup think of its elf 

as superior and of other groups as inferio:i:•. For example, it 

does not mattex• how rr1uch education a Neg1~0 may have had or 

how high his ethical standards may be, he can never, in the 

eyes of many whites, be as "good as any white man." 

Contrary to what the United States Constitution says 

concerning the require:ments · of an individual to be president 

there are, at present, othe1•s than those listed in the Con

stitution. To be elected to this post, one must be white, 

male, and Protestant. If an individual does not fulfill all 

of these requ:i.rements in addition to those expressly stated 

in the Constitution, he will not be elected. 

5 Ernest Hooten, Up From ,the Ape., (New York, 1946), pp. 
658-661. 

6M. F. Ashley Montagu, An Introduction to Ps sical 
Anthropology, (Spi-•ingfield, Illinois, 19 9-192. 
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Just as there are var•ious definitions o:f prejudice, 

there are also conflicting ideas of what constitutes delin

quency. To be completely tecb.nical, any child i,;rho corr.,mits 

even a. single violation of' the law is a delinquent. Th.e 

various states def'ine delinquency in dif'ferent ways. As used 

in this research, a delinquent is a minor child who has a 

record of delinquency. Likewise, an individual who does not 

have a record of delinquency is not considered to be delin

quent. 

As has been previously stated in the preface, the re

search on the topic under consideration in this study is very 

meager. The literature that is available is primarily con

cerned with either Negro Crime and Delinquency 01~ with the 

£'actor of Negro prejudice, and for this reason the review of 

the literature is arranged in three parts. The first part 

is a general background o:f the historical development of the 

Negro from the t~e he was f'irst introduced to the United 

States and up to the f'irst World War. Pa1.,t two consists of 

a review of the literature concerning Negro Crime and Delin

quency while the third part reviews the literature on the 

general subject of Negro prejudice. 



A reviei:v.r of the 1lteratu.re is first presented in this 

chapter as it pertains to an u:.nderstandlng of the tm.ltural 

position of the American Hep;ro and how the 1:-iegro han cmne to 

occupy thnt position. Hoxt it is ilnpe:rative to study 1•,":?.;.J; 

other investigators have discovered in dealine; with the prob

lem of the present study. Th.are apr1anrs to he no studies di

rectly concerned with the relationship of' Wegro cri.r:10 or de

linquency with Uegro pre,jud:tce against whites. 1I1heroi'ore, 

the second pnrt of this chapter revlev.rs the lH;erature con .... 

corning !Jegro crime and delinqueney while the th.ird· part 

deals with the studies oonce:rning Nec;ro pre.j'udice against 

whites. Section .four· contains an evaluation of those tech

niques whi.ch other investigators have employed that seem ap

propriate to the prosent study. In addition, section fm;i.r 

SU!llli1ariz.es the results. of other studies which seern to huV<3 a 

pertinent boa.ring: on the present invoatigution .. 

}!,istorical Background 

The present day prejudices of United States t1hit0s. 

toward Eo:::;roes probably had their f'oundo.tionH laid down in 

tho early days of America 1.·1hen it was a colony of' England. 

11he first cargo of Nogro slaves, v,rhlch consisted of nineteen 

individuals., v·m.s. brought to what is now tho 1.Jnlted ::Jta.tes :tn 



\ 
: \ 

1619 by a Dutch trader and in 1859 the la.st cargo of liogro 

slaves Rras delive1~ed at TJobilo • .Alabama.I 

8 

})fogroes were introduced :tnto tho English, eolonies in 

America in order to ,1!noet tho dmnand .for cheap labo1•. Condi-

tions v.rere very :favorable for thoir ail.aptnbili.ty and thus 

th.era was a very rapid grov1th in the m:i.n1bors ,:imployod, so 

that the United States eonsus of 1700 1ncluclod "'l[,7 .,::~oo ne-

@;'OOS. fi1!1is m1,.,nber grew rapidly and by l.870., the :f:'irat cen-

sus after emancipation,. 4.,880,.009 Nogroos we::r:>e 11ving in the 

United States., or 12.66 per cent of the total population of' 

the United States were Neg:roes.2 

The position oi' the fr~o Negro in the North was a pre-

carious one,. though a few <lid achieve econom:ic :rncurlty and 

some distinction. Hmvevor, by 18()01 their n.ovol.ty ceased 

and a large nmnber of' Horthorn states ennc:ted so-oolled 

"Bln ck Codes. n Fo1.• o.:x:o:,n.ple, in Ohio, laws wore passed de-

priving lfogroes of all rights o.~cept the right to hold prop-

erty, to be froe, and to contract legal f.'Ulrt•iago. Hogroos 

were barred from sorving on juries. voting,, t~iving toat;if;-iony 

1n cases whore 1:rhi te parsons wcro concerned., and thoir child

ren wer•e not pcrmittod to attend the public sohools.,3 

1I'n cl.mi cally 1 freedom and citizenship wero co!.lfo1"l?<1d upon 

1 Zora Neal.e Hurston,. 1tThe Hegro in the Un:1:tod States., n 
'.t,he Eneyelopedia Americana., 1948,, p. 47. 

2 Ibid. P• 48. 

3 Ibid. p. 4:9. 



the Negro by the follm,ring: 

1. President Lincoln's Emancipation Proclama ... 
tion of September• 22, 1862. 

2. The surrender of Lee at Appomattox on April 
9, 186.5. 

3. The addition of the Thirteenth .Amendraent to 
the Constitution on Deceriber 18, 1865. 

These three acts, however, were mere beginnings in the 

struggle of the Negro to attain recognition and freedom in 

the sense in which they are enjoyed by the white segment of 

our population. 

At the tern1ination of the Civil War the government had 

formulated no plan for the Negroes. There was no formula. 

9 

l"eady for adjusting the Negro to his new conditions and both 

Southern whites and Negroes were in a state of confusion. 

The entire South labored under a fear of hunger and violence. 

The assassination of President Lincoin caused his plans f'or 

the rehabilitation of the South to be abandoned and a severe-

ly punitive attitude was adopted toward the South. It is 

therefore not surprising that there could be no security for 

the Negro in this atmosphere of poverty, bitterness, and dis-

organization. 

'.I'he decade following the Civil War of 1866-1876 is known 

as the Reconstruction Era. During this time the Southern 

public school system for• Negroes was established. However, 

this was a period of b:r·utal domination of the South. The 

carpetbaggers and scalaways seized the courts and the gover•n

ments of the various southern states by enfranchising the 

Negro and disfranchising large segments of the white popula-
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tion. Un:rortunately, of these cou:Pts conducted the 

eases either :ror personal gain or 'l;o hm:i:tliate the southern 

whit~) populat.ion rathor than to 

'l'he 013.:t eome of these cnront s was 

Nearo to adjuat to 

manner: 11 'Xhat shou.ld h.ave bo<:!ome of t~:rw Ifogro after a period 

of pr·eparatitrn,, nas thru.st upon him wrdlc ho was st111 in a 

state of 1,1.nreadiness, lenving him not only rnaladJustod to his 

surroundings, hub rcten:"tied in pr·ogre2s for geno:rations,.n4 

1l1he period of 18'70 to 1905 was a tragi o one for Ne-

groes ln th.e United States. D1J.r 

whites regained control of co·u1:ts .. It 

this porlod that 

passed and pra ct 1 cc of lyn cl11ng ho cmae conrmonp J.a ce. 

aJ>ter l''ather pairrntaking invcistigation, has concluded tha.t 

gr•o has t1"J.ade,, one need onl:,r contrast the nlrmber lynchings 

4 Ibid. P• .. 
5 r:r. E. B. Du Bois, 11~':he lfor;,;:t"O S:lr1co 

Report , i! 11he; yr cw York t:iJAB 3. J!~.L::;a z ine, p .. 

only 01·1E:\ lynch-

1900:. A 

• 
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urrtl.1 a widespread that 

c}ou.1d never ct t,o 

11v0 1.n country as equal cltize.ns. As a result th.o .'JW,S;.:; 

of opl0 f £::lt that fiegro p.r•o'blem in b'ho Unit.ad :states 

trns one oh defied solution. 

I'r-obably one of the outstanding l::i.i'ts of im1. to 

co.me out .of tho flr:;;t; ·;"Yorld 

telligenca of both white and h1.duc·tee.s into the Army 

t;ion.al or.;port1mities, cero capable o:t' display 

intelligence as were i:ndlvldu~ls. 

Crlme &11a.~,1·,o~iF1q·;,;.011:,1.'z 
. . - . . . ' 

lng tho inciden<.~o of crime. Hov.1t.':1ver, criminal 1Jtati.s-

t:I.cs hnvo serious limitations an.d it 

ir1<lividt1al .ffl.111.:tlln_riz.e i1in1~10.lf t:;he~w limltat;ions l.n or-

der to avoid over-interprot,atlon of results. Ar::. a mattcn:· of 

criminologist are extremelJ{ slrnptlcal o:r 
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the value of the quantitat:i.ve approach to the study of crime., 

assertirig that one can neve1'"' hope to e.r•rive at a tJ.'.'Ue pictu1"e 

of the :incidence of Cl"ime. Sutherla.nd and Gehlke summarize 

the viewpoint of many c1"iminologists wl th the statement: 

Cri111e can:n.ot be measured di:l:oectly. Its amount must 
be :l.11.ferred from ti::}e frequency of some occurrence 
connected with it.I 

1I'h.ls statement would lead the cr:tt:i.cal observe1'"' to the 

conclusion that statistical studies of crime are founded on 

the assmnption that the rate of apparent crirn.inality is 

either• identical with or closely related to the rate of real 

criminal.i ty,. Needless to say, a nmnber of vaPiables are in-

volved that distort the ratio of x•eal-apparent criminality. 

For example, Spirer8 discovered that the number of arrests 

made by a law enforcing agency is in direct proportion to the 

size and efficiency oi' the lm-J enforcing agency. 

Perhaps the crime rates as they are computGd for Negroes 

are even more misleading as the1"'e are a number of factors 

which affect the rate of apparent criminality of the Negro to 

a greater degree than the rate of whites. Some of these 

variables are: 

1. Negroes are arrested more indiscriminately 
than ·whites. 

7 E. H. Sutherland and C. E. Gehlke, Crime and Punish
ment 2 Hec3.::11t Social Trendq_:in t.h.§._Vat-2.•., II""lI:few Yox·k, 1933), 
pp. 1123. 

8 J. Spirer, "Negro Crime, 11 Q.f>m.J2.ar.ill.Y.2_ Psycholog:y;
J:!lonof;J'aphs, 19L1.0, CCXVI, N'o. 2., p. J. 



2. courts are 1 . ~ . as enieu·t, wi s as 
with whites. 

Lov.te:t., lncome have 
vi ct:i.on por a:r'rest than 
groups and thert3fo:Pe the 
tlon is cons 
groups.fl 

hlc,;rwr rat~~s on con.-
the h\:;hor incorKc:: 

·.;,:r"'P'»Q r0·1··,.,_ of· "'on-i:.rtc·-... !.. ~_:;; !.,'j,L. \;;,'J.. f;:,- l:a'..;i • V -

~ ~~ 0 u,~ 

4. W11i te Juvenile of.fenders that wore cpprehe:ndcd 
are 111u.ch ,nmre apt to bo turnt-H1 ov<1r to t :Lr 
ptorrents whereas tho Negro :rontrt nnproh<-Jnded 
undo:r• n:Lcr!llar eir•cumstanc0s will n to often 
be placed in custr)dy. 
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In 1924 a study of Negro delinquency :i.11 :P:ttts.bu.rgh re-

ported thRt: 

In proportion to the total nu:mber of a:ercsts., a 
hi1:;her nc1rcenta,e:e or Hegroes t wbJ.t0s a.re 
penaliz,;d. ,, S pE}na'iizcd. • .58.9 per cent of:' 
all the rrof:P··oes who cu.mo bef o:r'e then onl:r .... 
46.7 p(H' cont o:r all th .. e wh:ltos ••• lo 

Sutherland reports that in regn1•d to l."ac:f~: 

Statiiitics thn.t; in proport :i.on. ·to adult popu-
latlon N oes ure ar1°estod, co:n.-J:i.c;t; , t;-
ed to pri.so:n.H a lli,tle lens ·than t.hr0f) time::1 as 
fr•equ.ent1y its tU'e natj_ve white porgcms. Arrests 
dttr:tng 1.937, n.n recorded by tho T11ederal Eu.rea.u of' 
Invi<:, stignt ion., v,c;r•c 1., o~)fi .o for Wo;::;roeo 51<1r..::;; 
for native 'White :persorrn,. per 100,000 adult popu-
l f't .. •L"'"1 ov, ,r, ,...,.,·t· 4" 9 ·,c:r 1·o ] .. 11 

J,'.~ ~ ·\.J~~ · . ..!: •Z. ,J,. (_;( .J.,. "t.,.,l .~·,;; •. f V , :• •. 

ican Y 

problems of sctlon 

9 Spirer, Ibid. p. 19. 

10 E. 
publish~d 
1924), p,. 

Lo·Grn::.nn., Nc0~o DeJJ:l1S..:J.~nc,v -~n •. PJ:tt;::ib1.p:•gh~ (Un
t1. A .• 1ll:u?itsis., Gt1!•ne~~ie I11tJt i t;r:te c)f Te cln1olor;Y., 
Hi. 



1. rehe proportion of arrests., i;ommitments., a:nd 
conviction.s .is much hir;her fol" !'"log.roes thnn 
for whites. On Ja..nua:ry 1, 1935, the propor
tion of prisonors present in county and city 
jails 7,;as 12B.5 to 100,000 Negro population 
and 38 to 100,000 native white populat.ton. 

2 •. Of the 53,768 native ... born whites nnd nee;roes 
eo:rjJ!litted to foderal institutions, between 
July 1., 1931 and ,Juno 30., 1937,. 7 .,.989· or 15 
per cont were Hegroe.s. rrh® comu,lttment ro.to 
{ for 1001 000 popul0.ticm.) of Negroes to fed
eral i11stitutlons in 1936 was about two ti.mos 
that or wh.ites .12 

14 

A study rms nm.de by .3impsonl3 which showocl q,...:i.ito clearly 

the extent to t'lhich public opinion is focused o:n i'1eg:ro crimi-

nality. His study revealed t,hat crime it; by .far t1'1e most 

important single category of Nogr'o news in Philc.d{,lphia white 

ne'l:rnpapers. Fro:rn 51.1 per· cemt to 73.6 p<Jl .. cent of' all Ne ... 

gro news in a si:x ... yoa:r· period in fou.r• puper·s denlt v!lth crlm.e. 

1.Vhile 'ch.es.e statlst.ics do not E>;:ive factual inforr:1at.ion 

concerning tho relative incidence of dollnquency a1:,1011g !:]o ... 

groes as co:mpi'.1.rod with ·unites, it ~rould p1~oba.bly be sof o to 

asswno that any objective stu.dy· of tho incidtmce would show 

s lmilar di st.orti o:ns. 

)Y!a.ny early investig.ators directed their eff'orts into the 

area, of tho relation of orime Md delinquency with intolli-

c;ence. r.l:hi~ ~pe eial e1nphasis· 1,·w.s probably due f il"st to 

12 Ira De A.,. Reid, 0 In a Liinor Eey,.H ~Fl~~ic~ Council 
on~ Equg_l{t_t,ion, (Wash1ne;ton. D. o •. , 1940) p. 92., 

13 G. E. Simpson, ~!1,e __ mlc,:rq,_111 tl~ Phila£1.~I?h?:!,Lf.;t"ess,: 
(Ph.D., Thesi8., University of Pemwylvania, Philadelphia,, 
1936) P• 116. 
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Goring14 who in· 1913 reported a correlation of l.66 bet,voen 

criminality ·and mental de:t"iciency ::.n testing some three 

thousand eonsocut:tve adm.iss:lons to Rnglinh prisons during a 

period of about eight yoe1rs. 1rhe Nont n'.!'dont adhcrc:n:t of 

the theory that mental deficieney is the basic cauae of crime 

was Henry R. Goddard who stated. in l919i: 

Every ini.re.stigntion of the mental.tty of cri?'!l.n.als, 
misdemeanants, delinqnen'.t;s., and other ant.i-social 
groups has: :proven beyond the po_ssihillty of' contra:
diction that nca.rly all persons in. those classErn, 
nnd in some casos all, arc of low r:1entalii-;y ....... It 
is no longer to be denied that, the grento:iit single 
cause o.f delinquency a.nd crime is low·-gl"'ado men
tality, :much of' it with.in the 1:lmits of: fooble
mlndedness.15 

Goddard f11.1?'t.h0r stated that 0 Every feeble-:min<.:fod po:r•so:n is a 

potential crir:1im11.,n 

Botvroon 1921:) and 1929 tm. att{i':lpt V'8,S 1;1.a..Jo to detcrxni:ne 

ductad with frpproximn.tely 17!.5.,000 crimint1ls rm.d deli:nq_ucnta 

revealed: 

.... when Rllowe.nco is nade fo1..., the sale e:tion ln,rolv
ed in arrest, convict ion, and impr:tsonment,. the dis
trlbu.tion of intelligence scores of dellnquonts ia 
very similar to the distribution of intelligence 
scores o'f: tho g~neral populatlon.16 

14 Chnrlos DorlniJ,., '.£.h~ Enfiliph Cf.nr.rit1,t,, (London, 1913)., 
P• 173. 

16 E fJ ,,., .... h . l . ~ n-~~. ·'" ·• . .,, . .ff'i •. . • ..... vUl. _01" _@nc.,. u1ent,8..i,. JJ0.1, cl..f::>n cy 
Social AttJ.tudos., (l\iev;r -fork~ 1931), p .• 35? • 
. . i • .,..,. . . ' 



lG 

'Needloas to s 

the 1nte115.gence of dcliq::nem:1ts. Fcn.~t:y-orw of these 1:nvesti-

gnt:tons vrere snr,rnyed by Pintnm.-. in 1931 cent-

:::1u.rv0y 

Pintner sr:-1;,;rs :. 

t}e may su.m up by sayin.r; that the dlst:r:'ihutlon o:C 
.t1"' 1 ·~ "',.,,, . nt ..., .;- .., 1. ~- ;. ly· ".,,,,,, .• r)' lv'· "t• +, :, "' ~J ""'"''''1" -... ... '(;;. ~,:_..t.-l\tl,.,-4,.e ,:,.,, ~Q f,103-vl,.." °y:.,.,;;:;:l{:;)~''J..lt i5, 1/,\ . .l,~ ,.l,.tt:,\1 . ..._), ...... 

11.lt:;hough there ma:r be g:reai; diff c'}renco of opinion 
tls 1; r) ~.,_rl'1a.t; c.e,.11t; is -1., t ;rt;; r·oaras 
to be genorr1.l .ar;reemont as to the f'act thut t;J:w 

llnquont m•::mta1ly helo'N 11 

non-del:tnque:nt on the usual abstract int<}~l.ligence 
t.:est .. 11 

been many studiea of h~telli-

01~ 

cations tY:i.at. 

than do 

Bb:tlity of 

of fact ... 

crlti zod people for 

1. Inte 
ed by 

ce tci:.:Jt 1}e s :1~I'f; ar;p:r?e elttbl:r a.f'J~e. c}t-
tif' birth ot t;he pel"'son tak:ing t; tost. 

2. 11:he :results aro nf.:toctod by 
od:u.cation that t 1nd1v1d 

;1. type of c chool that 
uttcrnded \f\,:tll h:?.VG itB a:f:ft)ct 

ce test score. 

l ry •.. , '! 1··· 1 - • t • l>"f!r,r, 1)1·1 lh ,1 ·,1r,,:, .~,',,~, ...... , ... ~~, .1- ·- 4_J_.1, ', .i .. ,..,'<._,.J.,,.._, 

1931), PP• e1:ss. 

of i'ormal 
• 

lntelli-



4. Qaite o:rto:n the n.or::ln are obtained i':ror:.1 :J&:mple.s 
which d:ld not givo sufficient vmigh.t to the· in
dlvidual.s fro1:1 the poare1 .. soeio-(}C-Onomic back
grou . .nds • 

l? 

The pl"esant day position vrith reg:::trd to the :role :,:t intel1i• 

gence as a factor in delinquency and crl:oo d.oes not appear to 

be generally agreed upon by the various authorities. One 

point does seem to bo in agremnent n:nd that is th.at delin ..... 

quents as a g:rot1.p have low,1r :lntolligonce sco:ron 'than. do· non-

delinquents but that the 01,1phasis which ha.ti boen placed on 

·chis fscl:ior would appear to be out of propor•tion to tho role 

it plays in contributing to deli11quency and crime .. 

Another area the.t has been investigated as a poss.1 hle 

cause of delinquency is that, of' personality.. Danio1l8 con-

ducted a rather extensive study of' the personality traits 

displayed by delinquents at the Virginia J[anu.al Labor School 

for Colored Boys located a few miles ou.t of Richmond.. He 

administered a battery of' seven standard tests ranging from 

intelllgenco to a0sthetlc ini'ormn:tion tests to throo r~r.oup.$ 

of Uegt•o boys.. These threo croups were dellnquonts, behavior 

problem boys., an.d a th.ird c~roup which wo.s both non-delinquent 

and non-problem. The total nwubo1" of subject,s used in trJ.s 

years of age. As a result of the tor,lt.S that h:e ad\,'!inlstered., 

Daniel concluded that the delinquents, ,111011. conpared "•'iGh 

18 R. P. naniol., li, Psy_cl3.0J,or~!.c~l .f,t}:!5£L.,o_:t,J2.?.l~~e,,:q~ 
and Non-Delin uent !fogro bgx_[., n;olu.:r;1bia Univ~rs:tty, fJ(;W 

York, 1032 ~ p. 54. 
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non- del i nquent s , di spl ay tendencies toward unsociable tra i ts , 

abnormal anger , morbid depression, high superiority feelings , 

low trustworthi ness , hyper- cri ticism, high suggestibility , 

and inconsistency in scores . 

The Bernreuter Personali ty I nventory was administered to 

a group of Negroes and whites by Patrick and Si ms19 and their 

responses compared on t he vari ous i tems . These authors con-

eluded that there was a strong t endency for Negro mal es to be 

more self- suffici ent than whi tes and also more domi nant . It 

may be that the above results suggest the poss i b i lity that 

feelings of domi nance and self- suffic i ency which Negroes 

possess have little opportunity of being expressed i n an overt 

manner . Furthermore , the f eelings may be repressed by the 

indi viduals to such a de ·ree that when these t:Lpressions be-

come evident , the individuals commit acts which bring them 

into confl ict with society. 

I n 1927 a number of organizat i ons co- operated to formu-

late the Joi nt Committee on Negro Child Study i n New York 

City. 20 This committee began its study on July 15, 1926 and 

completed i t February 15, 1927 . A total of 11 , 512 cases 

were brought before the New York City Children ' s Court in 

1925, of which 890, or 8 per cent , were Negro offenders and 

l 9James R. Patrick and Verner M. Sims , 'Tersonality 
Differences Between Negro and liJhite College Students , North 
and South, 11 Journal of Abnormal and Soci_§_l Psychology , XXIX, 
1934, p . 197 . 

20 Joint Committee on Negr•o Child Study in New Yorl City , 
Delinquent and Neglected N9gro Ch}ldren, (New York, 1927 ). 
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61 pe1" cent were classified as delinquent. Of the 890 sub

jects investig~.tod, 802 were Protestant, 86 Catholic., and. the 

religious pref'erences of two subjects wera not ascertained. 

The techniques employed by the com:mi ttee for obtaining inror-

mation were a crt.rnstion..naire which was sent to the various 

ins ti tutio:n.s and by visits of members of the corrrmi ttee to 

these institutions that were involved in the study as well 

as by verbal contact with subjects. Tb.is study l"'evealed in-

securi t~r of home life "(,Jas very p1~evalent with frequent 

changes of guardianship exist:i.ng., both emerging from economic 

conditions, a...Yld the.t this situation was the principle cause 

of delinquency .. The committee reported the next most common 

factor was the adjustment of the colored adolescent to his 

vocational future, being restricted because.of race. The re-

actions of the subjects seemed to be one of rejection and 

humility with the a:ttitud:e of no hope of progressing beyond 

the present environment, even in adulthood. The subjects 

were so acutely awa1"e of society shutting them out that re-

bellion and anxiety overwhelmed them. 

It would appear to the author of' the pi-•esent study that 

since all of these conditions were detected in delinquents., 

it appears p:1::obable that delinquency served as an outlet .for 

the f:r•ustrations imposed upon them by society. 

Two o:f the problems encountered in overcrowded areas of 

large cities are juvenile delinquency and recreational needs .. 
21 

In a study of this situation" Woofter attempted to ·corre-

late the incidence of juvenile delinquency and the lack of 
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recreational f acilit i es in seven cities of the United States 

which had disproportionately l arge numbers of juvenile delin-

quency cases . The judges , court workers , and Woofter agreed 

that delinquency was a react ion t o environment which offered 

poor economic conditions race prejudice toward the Negroes . 

They further agreed that the i nc i dence of delinquency was 

directly rel ated to the l ack of recreational facilities . 

One of the mos t ou t standi ng contributions on the r ole of 

the Negro i n the United States i s a book entitled hn .Arnerican 
22 Dilemma edited by Gunnar Myrda l . I n t h i s b ook he calls 

attention to a situat ion which might i n part explai n the h i gh 

i nc i dence of crime and de linquency among IifGgroes . He reveals 

that Southerners have al ways expected Negro servants to pil-

for small amounts of foo d, and s ome times clothing and money . 

This custom has had two effects which tend to raise the 

Negro ' s criminal record : 

First , it has developed i n the Negro a disrespect 
for the property of others , which sometime s l eads 
him to p ilfer things f rom people to whom he does 
not stand i n the rel ationsh i p of indul ged s ervant • 
••• t he s econd way i n which this Sou t hern custom 
gets the Negro i n troub le is when he moves North . 
In the North any type of tak i ng of property with
out expres s permiss ion is regarded2as stealing and 
it may sometimes lead to arrest ••• j 

Myrda l f urther states a significant number of crimes of Ne-

21 T. J . Woofter , Jr ., Negro Problems in Cities , 
(Garden City , New York , 1928 ). 

22Gunnar Myrdal ., An American Dilemma , ( New York , 1944) . 

23rb1a . p . 975 . 
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groes a ainst whites are motlvRted by rovenge for discrimin -

tory or insulting treatment . 

Guild, 24 a socl 1 rorker , conducted study in icl1.mond, 

Virginia with the use of eleven female and ten a le subjects 

ho rang din age from the middl t~onty's to one of oiBhty

four yoars old . The case histor y method ras employed in tho 

study as the neans of obtaining data . 1 hile the validity of 

Guild's study is doubtful because of t he small number of sub -

ject involved, it is interestine to note to conclusions re-

garding the reasons f'or the high juvenile delinquency 1~ate 

among Negroes which aro stnted as: 

••• Prejudice of the whites which reachos out in 
to 11 phases of the Negroes life---i . e . , eco
nomic, educational, and general insecurity . 

In 1946 the District Attorney of San Francisco made note 

of the fact th t the Negro race formed less than five por cent 

of the San Francisco popul tion~ yet those Negroes were in-

volved in thirteen per cent of the crimes committed in San 

Francisco . The District Attorney, Edmund c. Brovm, enlisted 

the aid of R. J . Reynolds to investigate the reasons for the 

high Negro criminal rate . The methods used in the investi 

gation of this problem were not reve lod by the literature 

but the investigator conoluded that the basic c use of crime 

as due to a combination of economic cau ~e s . 25 

24 June P . Guild , Think on These Things , ~anta Barbara, 
California, 1947) , p . 8 . 

25 Eleanor Lake, ' Memo for D. A. ", Survey , LXXXIV , 
(April, 1948) 107-108 . 
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A survey was made in 1950 of Negro delinquency from the 

annual report of the Municipal Court of Philadelphia and 

according to t his report one -half of all children who appear 

ed before the Children's Division were Negroes . Of the boys 

presented to the court , some forty -nine per cent VJere Negroes 

and fifty - five per cent of the eirls were Negroes with the 

majority of both malos and females being in t he 14- 15 age 

group . Approximately 44 per cent of the Uegro boys and girls 

appearing in court had previously appeared at least once be 

fore . As to the nature of offenses , the rticle states: 

The leading reason for referral of Nogro boys to 
court ~as taking property of another ••• for the 
Negro girl, sex offense is listed as t he leading 
cause for court referral . 26 

The high rate of delinquency , this article concludes , is due 

to inadequate conditions usually found in the home and clv1c 

life of juvenile delinquents, with the youths ' situation fur 

t;her provoked by the inferior status of the Negro . It would 

soem the acts of delinquency are modes of expression to ob

tain vhat the Negro feels should be his by reason that he is 

as mucli an individual, as much a human entity as is his white 

counterpart of society . 

A most interesting com.~entary concernin, delinquency 

and crime among the Negroes found by tho author of the pre-

sent study w s that of Kardinor and Ovesey in their recent 

26 Mary H. Diggs , "Some Problems and Needs of 1fogro 
Children and Youth as Revealed by Comparative Delinquency 
and Crime Statistlcs 1 " Journal of Nee;ro Education, XDC , 
1950, 290-297 . 



book , The Mark of Oppression, who report : 

The problem i n connection with crime i n the Negro 
is not to account for the fact that the rates are 
so high , considering the fact that the provocations , 
in the form of continuous frustration , are so much 
stronger and more frequent than i n the white . 27 

Negro Prejudice 

As ment i oned i n the i ntroduction, a great deal of the 

23 

literature concerning the prejudice of Negroes toward whites 

is devoid of any attempt by the vari ous authors to i nform the 

reader of the evidence , i f any , upon which the wri t ers are 

basing their statements . I n the literature which is reviewed 

on the following pages , an attempt i s made to g ive the evi-

dence i n each instance and in those cases where no basis is 

g iven for the statements of an author , i t i s because the 

available literature did not reveal any objective evidence . 

In 1930 , Robert Moton28 attemp ted to report the views of 

Negroes as a result of his personal feelings and experiences 

as a Negro . He stated that many Negroes have not yet g one be-

yond the fear of slavery days , and feel that the revealing of 

intimate facts concerning themselves to white people may at 

sometime place them in a disadvantageous pos ition with re-

spect to those white people . He further relates that Negroes 

possess an unconcealed admiration for the better class white 

people who are of'ten referred to as "quality white folks . 11 

He explai ns this by saying these individuals represent , to 

27 A. Kardiner and L. ·ovesey, The Mark of Oppression, 
(New York , 1951 ). 

28 Robert R. Moton , What the Negro Thinks , (Garden City , 
New York ), pp . 4- 19 . 



the Negro , the ultimate attainment of wealth, culture , 

achievement and r efi nement . In the realm of the courts 

Moton s ays: 

Negroes very generally feel that they have better 
chance s for justice before a judge t han before a 
jury. This is especiall y true i n the matter of 
appeals , where the merits of2~he case are placed 
directly before the bench ••• 

Paul E. Baker, i n his book , reveals the attitudes of one 

Southern Negro girl who won a Northern university scholarship . 

This girl expressed her sentiments by the following: 

For me , the problem of academic adjustment was very 
simple , almost non- ex istent . But the a djustment to 
a group of people who were deeply interested i n me 
••• was more difficult ••• Here my field of contact 
with whit e people has been greatly broadened and I 
have been able to know people ••• I could have never 
known at home . The most interesting are those who 
were not prejudiced eithe30way, who had never wasted 
a thought on the subject. 

A rather i ngenious study was undertaken by Ford who 

attempted to anal yze the contemporary Ameri can Negro novel 

and thus obtain some i nsi ght i nto the feeling s of Negroes . 

According to this study of the Negro novel , there are three 

distinct types of prejudice: 31 the first is described as 

prejudice manifested by one group of Negroes toward another , 

s econdl y i s the prejudice manifested by Negroes toward 

whites , while t he third manifestation i s that of white 

29 Moton , I b i d . p . 148. 

30 Paul E. Baker , Negro- White Adjustment , (New York, 
1934), p . 200 . 

31Nick A. Ford, The Contemporary American Negro Novel , 
(Boston, 1936 ), p . 17 . 
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toward Negroes . Ford conceives of the Negro novel as being: 

••• more a creature of environment than that 
produced by any other group . It fairly screams 
with condemnation, complaint , abuse , price , and 
prejudice . It seems to be~ vehicle used to 
crystallize and present to the world the Negroes 
opinion of the social order under which he is 
forced to live . 32 

Prejudice toward whites in its extreme form is typified , 

according to Ford, by the following excerpt from Claude 

McKay ' s If We Must Die: 

Oh, Kinsmen l We must meet the common foe; 
Though outnunibered let us still be brave 
And for their thousand blows deal one death blow! 
What though before us lies the open grave? 
Like men we ' ll face the murderous , cowardly pack~ 
Pressed to the wall , dying , but--fight i ng back J35 

Ford concluded that the prejudi ces that one Negro group 

manifests toward another is much milder than that manifested 

by certain types of Negroes toward white people in general . 

Those who are possessed with this virus , as Ford speaks to 

describe it , do not look for particular cas es of mistreatment 

or prejudice , but the mere sight of a white skin envokes in 

them an intolerable hate . 

Horowitz34 made an investigation of the development of 

attitudes among whites toward Negroes . Specifically , he 

wante d to determine at what age level prejudice makes itself 

evident in Northern and Southern white children . In order 

32 8 Ibid . p . 17- 1 • 

33 Ibi d . p . 21. 

34 E. L. Horowitz , "Development of Attitude Toward the 
Negro ," Archives of Psychology , No . 194 , 1936 , 486-514 . 
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to fa.cilH;ate his investigo.tion, he used thr•ee t;ests involv-

ing tho· presentation of pictorir~l material to ehil.dren which 

he labeled Brm.ks, Show tie, and ·the Socic.l Situt1t.ion Test. . . 

r.I'ho task for the. subjeet ln the Ranks test w~s to pick 

out the- faee he lU:ed best f'rorn a group of u1ixed Negro and 

white faces and then to piclt ou'I:; the one ho lilted next best 

and so on until all of' the faces were ranked. 

The mixed 'Negro and vi.rhitG facc1.s presented to the subject 

consisted o:f eight !fogro fa.c.es and f01.tr white faces. During 

the process o:r i'.:1~nufactu.rlng the pr:lnt 1ng out,. an experimen

tal variation 1;,raa .introduced so that four o:t the 1\Togro faces 

were photoe;raphieally prlntod nlightn while the remaining 

four wore printed nor;nally with tho re~ult that t;,hf; faces had 

a dark appearance. 11he fn.ces of' the fou..r v1hite boys selected 

were over-exposed in the printing process with tho result ·that 

four of the colored fac.es Wt)re wh.itor than the white faces and 

four wore darker •. 

For the Show ~~e tea.t., the subjects selected companions 

from the oame group of twelve rn.lxed white 8nd I\Teg:r•o faoos used 

in the RanlS!_ test ror• a v:iariety of imag:tned situations. For 

example,. the subjects were asked to '~how ivre all those that 

you '#t11.1t ·to sit n.ext to you on a street cnr." 

The third tEH:Jt used W!l.s the ~:J,.!tl Situati..on Test. In 

this test the subject 117aa shovm a n:.rnber of posed situations 

and was asl{od to say which g;roup he prof'erred to ;Join.. For 

example., a dining room scene 'lr1as shovm wlt;h food on the table 

and only :7hi te boys 1:vore present at the t.ablo while another· 
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presentation of the srune dining room shored white and Negro 

boys 1th am jority of ihite boys; a t hird presentation of 

the same scene depicted o mlxJd group wit h a majority of Ne

gro boys . Of the thre scenes presented, the subject was ask-

ed to sel ect the one of the three that he preferred to join. 

The subjects used by Horowitz were primarily from Now 

York and Charles t on, South Car olina . 
f>----'f The r esul ts of the Ior owitz study were that Northern ~ 

chil dren were found to differ very , very slightly fro:m Sout h

er n chi l dren in the deve l opment of prejudice toward rTegr oes . 

Further more , th t this bias ppeared in a definite moa urable 

form at around six years of age . Contrary to ~eneral opinion> 

t he ~or thern whit es showed bias to ~ard tho Ne~ro a t a slight -

l ye rlier age than did the Southern white children . An 

analysis of the data also showed that attitude~ to~ard r e groes 

were det 0rminod not by contact wit h Negroe , but rather by 

contact with t he prevalent attitudes to ard Negroes . 

The results of altering t he darkne ss of four of tho Ne 

gro faces pres.nted did not affect the s elections of the sub

jects and Hor owi t z concludes : "The expressed attitude sees 

independent of t he mere de .,.ree of blackness of fogr o faces . "35 

In 1939, Powdermakor conducted a study at a Southern 

United States city using the lnter view technique to obtain 

data and empl oying the method of re - check to insure validity; 

' i . e . , one lnformants version of a past experience as veri-

35 Ibid . P • 514 . 
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fied by other participants in the spec ific situation . The 

conclusions are the exact opposite of what most i nvestigators 

have reported . For i nstance , she states: 

What the Negro thinks and f eels about white people 
is less likely to be a matter of soc i al status and 
more a matter of ag e ••• The correlation between age 
and attitude is of course , modified by the effects 
of social status and individual experience . It is 
nevertheless true that the str ongest and most con
sistent differences in typi§gl attitudes correspond 
roughly to age differences . 

The Powdermaker study revealed that the upper class of 

Negroes was most hostile toward whites and the lower clas s 

least hostile which is in direct opposition to most studies 

as they almost universally report the lower class as most 

hostile and the upper class l east hostile . 

Two investi gators concerned themselves with the preju-

dices of Negroes toward whites as they are revealed by the 

training and me thods that Negro children are subjected to 

through the mediums of the home and the school . Allison and 

Dollard37 used 123 children and their parents plus 74 Negro 

adolescents as the subjects for their i nvestigation . All re-

sided in a large Southern city and in a small community . The 

investigators found that the philosophy and adjustment of the 

children was that of the parents and that parents taught be-

havior in terms of l eni ency according to social c l ass , i.e. , 

the lower class was much more rebellious and overtly aggress-

36 Hortense Powdermaker , After Freedom, (New York , 1939), 
p . 325 . 

37 A. Davis and John Dollard, "Chil dren of Bondage , " 
American Council on Education, (Washi ngton, D. c., 1940 ). 



ive ·while t ·upper class posi:rnssed the same att.:ltt1,de8 hut 

employed more subtle meth.ods of oxp:r'cssion. Aceo.:Pding to this 

study: 

•••. the Negro child leax•ns fro:rn whl t;e people thA. t he 
cann.ot be a mernber of' their eeono:mlcnl:, social, or 
oducat:i.onal groups. He a.lso learns that he must not 
be aggressive tovv~u·d them, bu.t must dra:ma.tize his sub
ordinateJJ posit.ion by va1°iou.i3 explicit :t'oT•n1:.1 o:t' def·
erence .... he usually learns that wrtite people ar0 ex
tremely power:fnl and dan.ger•ous and that J-'1e r;11.,1st "there 
:Core not dhrplay aggr~s~lion tovn1rd them .... he is 
taught, however, wlt,hin the bonds of his caste sys
tem he may adopt su.bstitute modos of nggrr,ss:.lon 
t ov.rard the ·r;;'hi t es. 38 

•zg In 1941 Mc Heil and Glnyton•Jc made a gtudy of n Chicago 

comm.unity in which they contrast membc,rs of t commu.n-

it;y ·with Sou.thern Negroes and f'ou:nd that South, t.l1t=> 

:Sfegro statllS is fixed and rigid ',lith .no i'o:r?eceoablc 

the status of the Heg;r•o. 'fb.o authorEi state: 

The '.£'fo3ro ls evor attcrnptl:ng to widon the sphere 
i'J :lthin Yiihi ch he n1ay be allowed to eo.mpote. ch 
new achievement of' a l{cgro--wt10thor it be tho 
vlinn:i.ng of a worldts title in spor•ts, or 2, new 
appointive position in cltv goverrrm.ent--ts htc1.iled 
b~·the Negr~ prose as a st~p-forward~ •• 40 

The Amer:i.can Council or'! tion condueted re;3earch nt 

dividuala of both sexes had a age of betwoen 16 

---· .. -· ---... _________ _ 
38 Ibid .. p. 251. 

39 E. o. MC Hell, and II. H. Cln:yton, 11Reaea.rch on t;he 
Urban Negron Ar,1crican Jouranl o.f Soclology, X.LVII., ( July., 
1941), 176 ... ].8~,;-------

40 Ibid. P• 181. 
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and 17. <r1he intorv iew tc chniqu.e was oinploycd as the. mothod 

ol' it'rvestigs:cion and the ,nibjoc·ts Yre:re a.skod ·their attitudes 

011. vnrlcru.s aspects 01' human -living. 'l:his study .r-·ovealed: 

The fact of discrimination f'orcos it;;;;ol.f upon the 
atention of Negro children in Groonsboro almof-i:t 
as soon as thoy az>e capable to di.atingu.ish between 
the t'aces .... 41 

According to this nrt:icle,, all Hegroc.s expressed fear 

and suspicion of' the whltii'lls but they subdued any overt ex-

pression becau.se it would bo suicidal mid they learned that 

being good to whites :meant botter troatJ-nont to t,hemselves and 

that if aggression was expressed., it was in a. covert ma.nner. 

Charles B. Johns.on px•E:H.ionted hio vie~i:rs on. race prejudice 

as they nr-o ev idenc~od by ifogro seg:cogation in t.hE; following 

common.to:. 

Negroes ils well a.1;, v/l:1ites ?:row up ',;,1th conceptions 
of their role in a given social setting and te:nd to 
act accordingly; but Negroes within each of the a1:>eas 
vary widely in t";heir a.-ttitudes 1111.d behavior ••.• social 
clans in a major factor• contributing to dif1'oronti
a:tion of responses to segregation and discrimin.atlon.42 

.... ,..Another factor condltlonlng the l"eesponsos o:f He
groe1,1i to segregation and discrimination is that of 
the specific situation.43 

That ia, a situation involving t;he wtdte and liiegro raay 

elicit responses all alike from the Hegro rogt;trdless of' his 

particular social class. V;ith recpoct to the South~ the 

author states: 

41 American Council on }?:du.cation,, 0 '.Phus Be Their Destiriyn, 
(YJas.hington, D. c., l94i); ·p· •. 56 •. · · 

42 CharlorJ s .. J'ohnson. t.,.attcI'no....2:r Aegrq ::3_cgr;,e.g:at:ton, 
(1fow York:,c 1943)_. p. 231. 



The most common type of :r'esponse to the personal 
implication of' the race system is that of avoid
ance. Although this is most conspicuous in the 
efforts of upper-class groups to preserve seli'
esteem, it is a fairly common pheno111enon a111ong 
all classes and varies in degree with Pho situa~ 
tion and with the motivation involvea.!..J-L~ 
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Johnson lists through parts of hi.s book the comments of 

111any Negroes ·with respect to the maTh."1.Gr in which this avoid-

ance mechanism operates: 

"I stay as far· away from 'em as I can. u 

nTb.e farthe1" they is e.way from me, the better 
I like it.n 

nThey treat me all right, but I hear they treat 
some colored people bad. I get my mail at :my 
01m box so I don't have to sny a word. to them. 11 

"I just can't stand to ride those str,eot cars. 
I'm so glad Dad has a car now and we don't have 
to be bothered with them. 11 

11-iis mechanism of avoidance is adopted for pe:r·sonf:d 

safety to escape the ever-present feelings of' inferiority and 

fef.u", which Negroes possess. 1rJhile the avoidance mechanism 

is employed by all members of the N'egro race, it is consider-

ably mm•e para:rnount in the South since their aggressions must 

be expressed almost entirely in a covert manner while the 

Northern HegI•o is permitted to indulge in overt expression of 

his hostility. 

In ·what :rnight be called an antl1ropological or sociolog-

ical essajr, Powderrilaker reveals rather keenly the expression 

~"/lkl'JM;l::,"iliii 

1~3 
Ibid. p. 237. 

44 Ibid. p. 311. 



of att i-J 

r.rhe gro I s :re sent 11:ont; eatu3ed by th.0 dep:t' 1 v,xt;:L on.fl 
bt; d1an.nolcd :L:mposod upon h:1.m b:y our society 

<liff ,r:::;J:011:t 
t>l":J., Tho hypothesis 

srdm:1 roJJ:C'esenLs on1y a s,::tall 
stillty. Behind loyalty Lhe r·otl::h

f'ul slav-o and behind t,he meelm.oc::1 of the lal 
ht:.mble f1:2eod ?Ieg:ro 1.le. conco,c;,h1d 
hostility.45 · 

An :individual' a :r-ace to be 

expected to have a nuarkcd effc ct upon hi::i personali t;f s 

race ls subo:r·dinatod ln con1F10mity roli:1.tlonship.s, if gr•ou:p 

opportuni t~y 

for full h1J.r::u1n part:tcipatton aro dGpondent upon., in 

racial p:t'estige S1.1.l,st1c;;,1..1.o:r1t·1y, lJGt_,f;l?C/ J).()SSC·S-

" It 

of 

p1•omote good porsonul:1.ty developn1ent but ratilo!' the exact 

oppoB:lte w:1.th his 1:'BUt'!tlons being vtmtec:_ on the lte soc.:let;y 

w:lth the various 
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South is confronted and one of these dealt with the wants of 

the Negro~ Logan edited this particular project and reported: 

lfog:i::oes want to be accepted by ou:r Jhne:rican society 
as citizens who in :reality belong., who have the 
respect of thei1" fellow man and equality of oppor
tunity fo1~ life, liberty and the pursuit of happi .... 
ness. Negroes want what good m.en want in every 
democratic socioty. If they wanted 1 ess they would 
not deserve the status of citizcms.4-7 

In conclusion, Logan stated the.t prejudice cannot con-

tinue if the democratic society in which wo life is to sur-

vive and attain its fullest possible development, as prejudice 

has a deep dEm10ralizing effect upon the character of rna:n. 

In l 9Lµ.i. Fontaineh8 made a review of the writings of 

Negro scholfU'S in an attempt to discover how these v.Jritings 

refleet feelings and attitudes of Neg:eoes. He concluded 

Negro scholars reflect resentment to their caste-like status, 

but that this bias is s.n unconscious p1•ocess rather than a 

delibex'ate one. L'l addition, he concluded that the Negr·o 

scholar is just as capable but is on the defensive because 

of race and the:r•efo.re tends to defend the racial group ra.th0r 

than see.rch fo::r• unbiased truth. 

One of the leading sociologists among the Negro race in 

l.i-7 Ray.ford w·. Logan, and Others., \~118.t the l[ogro l~ant[, 
(University of North Car'oline. Press, 19L~T~f; p. 71. 

L~B W. T. Fontaine, "Social Determinations in the 
Writings of' Negro Scholars, 11 flTI1erican 2,£.1:;1-rnal of.,,,.:Sp,cj._slo.P;Y, 
IL, (January, 194.LJ.), 302 .. 31.5. · 

4-9 Mozell c. Hill, HBasic Racial .Attitudes Toward 
Whites in tho Oklahoma· All-Negro Co:mmu.ni ty, n .A.rr1er-ican Journal 
2L.~§,8..Si21-.. 9J;;;x, IL, (M:ay, 19L~L~)., _5'19-523. ' - w • • 
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the United States is Mozell c. 111.114,9 and qaite nat·(1.ra.lly a 

ntu;1ber of his wri.ttnc:;s have heon concornod ·1vith problems or 

ties in Oklaho-:im that vmr~ sot up as a socinl experiment sorne 

years earl:i.er,. All .of' the orlg:tn.nl in.:1abltm1ts of' Limg.ston, 

Boley, Taft, Clear•v:'i.ew., H,i3nt10sville, and Tatuns were indivi-

duals 1,11ho vole.ntiar:tly isolated tLo:1:selvns from the domlna.nt 

et1.ltu .. ro ard all 11.va in such a eon1.;1unity hy will. Dy intor-

viewing a :nurnbi;rr of roslden-ts or ea.ch con.1'11u.:n.ity v1ho represented 

a crosa-sectlon of their respective communities, he found a 

sharp dlfferentiation of social attitudes., particularly between 

the upper and lower class but which Wf}l?e also dependent t:tpon 

ff'he attitude of the upper class. ls less emot1onnl 
and hi;;hly intelle·ctualized. Thoy f'oel that t::1.a 
separation of the races is a necescar;:r exped.1011.t. 
!Jost of the ellt;oJt hm.1$ver, po£lsEJS:3 a greator de
gree of intelligence Gnd have r;i:>cat0r economic af'
fluer.ice; consequently, they have. n. tendency to in; 
telleetuallze their conception of race :r>olaticrnrh,,o 

In terrn.s of ng0 ho f OUl'Hl the older the i:nf'orim:1.:nt the 

more firm.ly flxed and resolute were l1is ittt itudes town.rd 

twhites wh:tle the more intelligent the i.nf'ori11ant, the 1no1 .. e like-

ly he V!HS to d:tsplay his hostility toward vrhltos thl'ou.g,h in

tellectualizat:lon. He concludes that all res::i.d,ents of' these 

comrnunities possess deep :r•acial dinlike i'or tihitt1s although 

hostility varies runong them. on the basis of ·!;ho a.'bove men-

tioned variables. 

----,,.,.,...---·~·----
50 Ibid. P• 522. 
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Rose.52 pointed out that bias toward whites is not limited 

to the lower class group nor to the less intelligent individ-

uals by citing the case of a leading Negro social scientist., 

who in private conversation, ad.mi tted that he believed that 

all Negroes hated whites. Rose further states: 

While usually more than courteous to the f1°iendly 
white man., the N'egro feels that he must constantly 
gauge the point beyond which the white man can no 
longer be trusted. Sometimes., on the basis of a 
few harsh past experiences, the Negro will judge 
this point to be lower than it actually is., and 
will thereby manifest prejudice in whites. In 
other words., there is an element of the feeling 
that "all whites are alike--you can't really~jrust 
themlf in most Negroes. relations 1,iTith whites.~ 

A study conducted by Goff54 revealed the problems Negro 

children a.re confronted with that are peculie.r to them be-

cause they are Negro. Personal interviews provided the data 

from 75 girls and 75 boys ranging from 10 to 12 years of age. 

All of the subjects resided in New York City or St. Louis. 

Goff deterrained that by the time the child reached his tenth 

year and many times by the seventh, he has learned to iclen-

tify himself as different, and to limit his amolllrt of f1"e.edom 

and desires. The most freq:uent report elicited from the 

boys was that of resentment while the girls most often re

ported inferiority. The Negro child., Goff concludes, is 

52 Arnold M. Rose, The Negro*s Moral~, University of 
Minneapolis Press, 1949.~· 

53 Ibid. p. 116. 

5~- Regina Gof'f, "Problems and Emotional Difficulties of 
Negro Children Due to Race," Journal of Negro Educati~U, XIX, 
19.50. 152-158. 
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confronted with inte11 ferences and limitations because of color 

caste which make impossible the atte.inraent of full hv..man 

acceptance and st-a.tus and that such interferences result in 

severe emotional difficulties and frustrations. 

The area of' Negro prejudice toward whites seems to have 

been overlooked by most wri te1"'s but .Johnson makes the .follo·w-

ing statement: 

The average Negro child ha.s gro'Wn up with the idea 
that the white man is not his .friend; he 1.mcon
sciously reacts to many whites with a lack of' sin
cerity because he is af'raid his Ne13ro friends w;lll 
criticize him if he :mingles with white people .• !?.:> 

He further stressed that just as whites are af'raid to mingle 

too much with Negroes, so are the Negroes afraid to mingle 

with whites. Fu1-.thermore, the Negro children appeared to 

acquire tl:ds .feeling at an earlier age than did white childl"en 

and also it was much more pronounced among Negro children. 

A rather interesting study was made in 1950 on the growth 

of racial identification and pref'erence in Negro children. 

In this study a coloring test was administered to 160 sub

jects who ranged f1,,·om 5 to 7 years of' age. The .subjects were 

presented an outline of' a nuniber of objects sue}'.;. as a leaf', 

an apple, a mouse, an orange, and a girl which they we1"'e to 

color with the usual colored crayons. The only othe1 .. in-

structions were that the girl and boy outlines were to be 

colored the color that the subject was. In general,. Clark 

55 A. C. Johnston, Jr., ''Youth and the Race Problem, n 
Survey, (Ju.no, 19.50) .,_ LXXVI, 299. 



color them.selves w:tth a noticeabl;r lighter color ths.n the:tr 

mm and in addition. they applied muc.h less px'essure to the 

h1..,rnmn · outlines thoxi. to the other outl:Ln.(38 p11esentea... rr:t1e in-

vest:i.gator•s concl1.:uied the.t by as early as the of 5 years 

the Negro ch:i.ld ·we.s aw~Jre of the fact that to be "coloredn 

raeant being p1acGd in ern infe:!'."ior stutus in Ju-r1En":i.can society. 

rrhis awareness produ.eed resentme:n:t.,. aggression,. and var'ious 

other fo1"ms oJ: emotional frust.J:>ations whlch in turn led to 

further social problems for the Negro as wr:,11 as for whites. 

Cothran.57 secured the conceptions of 31~1 lfogr•oes to 

whites using tho opert-ended intervicn1 technique. 1:he 30 :most 

frequent responses we1•e used in the construction of the sched-

u.1e, which was a modif'ication of the Likert tecb.n.ique of' 

attitude 111easm?e:ment. This schedule was then filled out by a 

stratif'ied nindom sample of 17~- Negroes and the data were 

analyzed according to social class. He f'ound that Neg1"0 con ... 

ceptions of white people are wide-spread in Ifog1"'0 society and 

that ·there was a degree of unifm."mity. In addition lfog1"'0 

c.onceptions were usue.ll·y- intensely unfavorable, if they 

existed. The lower class possessed the most unfavo11 able 

attitude toward whites while the middle class possessed the 

most favorable conceptions. 
____ ._.. __ ..... ______ ._. ____ ___ 

56 Kem1.eth Clax'k and Mamie Clark, "Dnotional Factors in 
Racial Identification and Preference in NegJ::o Children, n 

.[?urnal of 11~:r,,o....;..~du_,qatJ[U, XIX, 1950., J~-31 ... 4"50,. 

57 T. C. Cothran, "Negro Conceptions of White People, 11 

.l-\rr1erican Jo£y~al of: Sociq_,log:,r, LVI, (M:arch, 1951), li.58-1+67. 
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intc:rviol.red over 200 Negro industrial worke:ps in va:r"ious parts 

of the United States. His analysis :t'evealed two tt'ends pe1,ti-

nent to the Negro conception of hi:rnself in rela.tion to his 

occupation. '11}-ie i'i:r•st of these was that the Negro with three 

months of seniority was pleased an.d had no cmnplai.nts while 

those of' two or mo:i:·e years of senioJ>ity showed a distinct 

cleavae;e ·wLch one gr>oup ,satisfied and the other amdous to 

move on up. Regardlne; the Negro's attitude, Rose stated: 

0.f the hundreds of Negro workers I 1:i.a·ve come to 
know., it is reasonably accurate to say of them 
that from only the slightest probinc;of their 
pr:tvato wo~elds, the1"'e gushes fortl:'l ••• a streruu of 
suspresrrnd aspirations a.nd hopes o.s familiar and 
various &f'!,qthose which guide the li.ves of all 
·"'eop· le ;;;o J:-1 _,, ' ' ••• 

Rose concluded that experienced lifeg1·oes tended to 111inimhrn 

the x•ole in evaluating himself if the racial policy of the 

company was liberal toward Negroes. 

Using the qu.estionnail"e and inteI'View techniques., an in-

vestigation was made to dete:r>m:Lne the occupational choices of 

graduating l\fegro giPls and boys f1"om a rru.mber of Louisiana 

high-schools. Involved in this st. .. udy wore JL,.2 g:lrls and 670 

boys repPesenting 30 high-schools. Almost without exception 

tho bo~rs did not want the same job their fathe1"' hs.d and out 

of 30,000 possible vocational choices, they only :made 4.1 

different select:tons. Teaching was the fix•st choice among 

the girls and was tho 5th choice of the boys. ·The students., 

r'8 
::> Alvin ·w .. Rose, 11Hm,.J N'ogro Workers Feel JI.bout Their 

Jobs,11 Persom1.eJ. Jour:r~, JI:XIX, (January, 1951), 293. 



in explaining their choices, stated their selections were de-

pendent upon the araount of' competition with whites that would 

be involved in the occupational preferences. Harrison, the 

investigator, concludes: 

Negro youth are influenced by their understanding 
o:f emp1o-yment opportunities for Weg:poes and thus 
select those occupations in which they ·will face a, 
minimura a.mount of competition from white workers • .?9 

Summary of the L;i te1"ature 

In the review of' the literature presented it is obvious 

that the area of prejudice among Neg1 .. oes toward whites has 

been neglected in the past. 'While a. number of' writ En's pre

sented their views on this subject, few of them appeal" to 

have made any rigidly controlled experimental observations. 

However, their writings characteristically support the point 

of v:iew that prejudice among Negroes toward whites does exist 

and it is a powerful influence e.f'fecting Negro-·whi te rela-

tionships. 

T'ne Horowitz investiga.ti~rt60 is particularly pertinent 

because the rankings technique employed by Horowitz was 

adopted in a modified form for use in the study at hand. The 

presentation of' pictm~es to the subject, 1r.rhich were to be 

ranked, aI)1,,?ea.red to provide the best possibilities for ob .. 

taining the information necessary to the investigation. The 

reasons for this were: 

1. The test had pr'eviously detected prejudice among 

59 Ibid. p., 295. 
60 . 

Horow:1. tz " op. cit. , p. L~86-51!1 .• 



young white chil0.1"en against Negroes. Since the 

method was sv..ccessf1.1l wlth whites it appeared 

reasonable to presume it would measure similar 

fee.lings a:11ong Neg1"oes., 
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2. The test is very easy to adrninister and simple for 

the subject to comprehend.. 1fuese two charac teris-

. tics SGemed to make the test pa.rticu_larly app1"opri .... 

ate. First, the test was. to be administered by a 

nt1.mber of' exsunine:r..•s a.nd s. greater degree of uni.form 

administration could thus be obt&.ined, Second, the 

subjects to be tested were in gener•al belovr · average 

intelligence and it appeared advisable to e:n1ploy an 

instrument with simple insfa"'uctions. 
· 61 

The results of' the Thompson study indicated quite 

clearly the necessity of employing Negro examina!'s for the 

acb11inistration of tests to Negro subjects. In keeping with 

Thorapson ts 1 ... est1l ts, Negro examine1"'S were procured in the 

pre.sent study to administer the rankings tes,t and thus elimi-

nate the possible detrimental ei'fects of white examiners. 

- Patrick and S1m.s62, in their investigation, reported 

Negro males as being more self'-suffic.ient and also more domi

nant than whites. Their findings would appear to su1;port the 

frustration-aggression hypothesis since the opportunities f'ar 

the expression of .feelings o:f dominance and self-suf:ficiency 

among Negroes a1•e seve1 ... ely rest1~icted by white • 

......... _..._....., ____________ .~ 

61 Th.ompson., op. cit., p. 24. 
62 Patrick and Sims, op. cit.,. p. 197. 



The implo,u.on.tation of th.o .s,tu.dy r1eccs:si.tatecl the con

struction of a device which would serve as an objoctlve measu1"-

1ng instrument f'or tho investigation o:f prejudice. '.l:ht~ref'oro 

the first part of' this chapter c011cer:n.in.r-,; mo.torials describes 

1:n detail the process of constructin13 tho rank:tng test. 'l1his 

test consisted of' a group of' Heg:ra and white :fa.cos which tho 

t.mb je cts were to rank .• 1 Pol1ow:tnc the rankh1g test is a de ... 

scription of the tntellir,;en00 test employed :tn the :i.nvastigo..

tion as 1.vell as tho ;j,pscri;,tion of" the personal data sheet .. 

rl?he soeo.nd section o.f tb .. is chaptet' discusses the nanner 

in which tha de1inquent and non-delinquent subjects we:r."o 

.selected. Section thr•eo reveals who ad;;1ini.stered the ranking 

test, where tho tost was a<lrainiste:r•od" and a corgr or the 

instructions to the ~turlents. '.i:he topic of' the coru:::ludin[.; 

section J.s scoring of the rnnking tost. 

Materials 

1 .. Hankine 1'ast ~ 

Twenty-:f'our bust photographs of' a doles cent boys ware se

cured. Twelve of' these ph.ot~ographs were of 1::Jegro boyo and 

twelve w0re of white boys. 1.1he Negro photographs wGro obtain

ed in J:rlorida to insure toot none o.f tho sub.1ects to be test

ed would recognize the boys portrayed in the photographs., o.nd 

thus have their .iudge'11onts af.faetod, 'I1he sub,jects who posod 

.,12 
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for the ·white photographs were all students at the Stillwater 

Ju.YJ.ior High School, Stillwater, Oklahoma. Both the Negro and 

white photographs were taken by professional photographers of 

the particular races. 

All twenty-four or the photographs were made full face 

and from the chest up. The final prints, (see Figu1"e l), 

were 17/8 11 x 17/8". The Negro photographs were slightly 

under-exposed and the white photographs were slightly over

exposed in order to have approximately the same amount of 

light radiating from the groups o.f photographs. This proce

dure is in keeping with that followed in the Ho1"'owi tz study, 1 

in which he found that selections were not affected by the 

lightness or darkness of a photograph. 

The entire .group of twenty-four photographs were then 

shown to .five Negro male graduate students at Oklahoma Agri

cultural and Mechanical College, who were to act as judges in 

the selection of photographs to b0 used in the experiment. 

These student judges were asked to pick out the six Negroes 

and the six whites they considered (1) to have the most 

"pleasant 11 faces and (2) to be representative examples of' 

their respective races. 'fuose pictures not selected were 

then set asi.de and the student-judge was asked to rank the 

Negro photographs and then white. The rankings of the five 

judges were compiled; and the six Negro and the six white 

photographs with the lowest ranking totals were selected for 

the experiment proper. 

1 Horowitz, op. cit., pp. 486-511~. 
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A rather curious situation developed with regard to one 

of the pictures of' a Negro boy . It \Vlll be noted from Figure 

2 that one of the Negro boys is wearing a shirt with the flag 

of the Confederate. Sta.tea on the front . On the day that the 

judges were asked to make their selections the author read in 

newspaper that a "spokesman" for the Negro race had remarked 

that every time a Negro saw this £lag, the _egro vs reminded 

of a nsi."l'lon Legree - existence and slave days." Strangely enough 

each of the five judges selected the boy wearing this shirt 

among their first three selections .. 

The twelve selected pictures were then lued to an un

painted 1/ 4 n plywood squares that were the sa.·,1e size as the 

photographs . The plywood squares were numbered in serial 

fashion rrom one through twelve .so that each of the pictures 

had a dif.ferent number on the back and thus be 1dent:tfied. 

The mounted photographs were then placed inside a blue plywood 

frame that was 1° thick7 9n wide , and un in height . The 

mounted photographs were not fastened to the plyvood frame, 

but merely laid in the frame, so that the subject might pick 

them up in the experit11ent proper . F igure 2 shows a photo

graph of the s~lected photo raphs and the manner in which 

they were placed in the frame for presentation to the subjac.ts. 

It will be not ced in Figure 2 that the photographs have con- 

siderable space between them; this spa.ca w s provided so the 

subjects would experience no dif.ficulty in re ovlng the pic

tures from the frame .. 

The selected photographs were placed in the fr e in a 
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FIGURE 1. Pictures Shown to Judges for Selection. 



46 

FIGURE 2 . Pictures Presented in the Ranking Test . 



The test u.sed to rtH:'l'tunire i:r1t;elligenee in th.i~1 ,:Jtud;,r was 

Form I of the ;·:echs~r,:-Bel~p I.n.t_cl..l:t~;t;\00= 11\ept.2 1I'hls in-

ten through all age.s of' adults and ls .t:Him:lnh:{tered on an in-

dividual b~isis. 

In order to facilitat.e tho co11ectinc~ .of per·sonal :tn:for-

ct. 

A copy of this data ma:r be f ou-nd in tho Appondix. 

A great deal o:f' tho validity of any in,rost 

discretion mnployed 1:n selecting the s11.bjeci:;s. For 

son, tJ10 subject~, u.sod l:n the control group 1:rere 

an individual mat,c}ling busi::J v1hich Y!lll be d:t:::icun :tn the: 

following 

boys who v·ere diYided into t,,ro gron.ps on t;he bas:1s of delln-

quency. Ti'or the purposos o.f' th::ls atudy, cm indlvldual ·rns 

conside,red to ho delinquent if he a kn.own :r·o cord de-

linquency., and conversely., if' he had no 

--~-----~---
2 David chsl0r, 

( Halt ir1ore., 1944). 



linquency, he was ccms1dered to a :non-de l:lnque:nt • It ls 

recognized thi~t thls dichotomous classI.f':lcation is somewhat 

of' an arbitrary one, in that mi:my :lndlv:J.duals elastJii"ied as 

non-dol::1.nnt.wnts a.re undoutt}dly ?nor·e delinquent than a groat 

many lndl vi.duals who hnvo r<.,) cords ()!" de li1'lqucncy. :Wor example, 

tho:r•o are J.nany indiv:i.duals who have Ct°)m.;:;1ltt:.ed offenses but 

clolinquont ¥versu3 non-delinquent class if icatit)n on the a.hove 

:mer1:tloned basi::1 soenw to be the one most commonly mnployed 

by investigators ottcmpting to der~l ,;dth problems involving 

delinqu,entD. 

for Negro Boy.a locnted at Boley, Oklahoma which the eor-

re ct ion al inst l tut ion for J':talo clolJ.nquents in thri. state 

%2ind Oklaho,,ia G:tty, the throe principr:11 urban tl.t'eas o.f Okln-

homa, were aelect:ed to be 1.u::ed as s jnctr1 :in Group I. At 

tho tlme of this invcH1tlgation, there were 10 students from 

t!!uskogee, 16 from 11ulsa, a ... YJ,d 3g from Oklahoma Cit;y who \7ere 

attending 'the State IndH.strla..l School. Comblnin,c:; these th.1:ee 

sub-totals resti..lts in a total o:F fiG subject~; cor:nprising Group I. 

GROUP II: 

'fhis group served as the (~ontrols .for EJtpor:tmental Group 

I and we.s compr.ised of 0 no record of delin-



quency. ch su'bjc ct rimo:ntal Group I 

part:!.cular ched nub ,je ct ln the Gon.trol G·roup IJ:. The au.b-

50 cts of Gont1"ol nroup II we1"e inat ch(Cid ,:,n the biinis of the 

following fa otor s: 

\ititb~tn on.e year o:· 

Ages of both Group 1 and Group II were det.errn:lned a.s to 

ini'ormat;io:n eon.cerr11ni~ the s of 

the subjects was :not ohl:;sJ.nod dh·ectly from the subj0ett1 bu.t 

from tho record5 of the Stat0 Industrl11l School t;h.e ca.m1 

of the delinquents and f'rmn school rcHmrds in the case: the 

non-delinquents. 

used to doterr1i:ne the I:ntc11.tgenc~e Quot:'Lont of all subJects. 

Ii'or control Je cts on.ly the 

porforme.nco part of the • It 

·was bel.ievod that the stib,jeets ti:t Holey l1ad probftbly even_ 

verbal sk:tlls and :tt 1evo1.::t1d therefore bt:- u:n.falr to mat th(1 

groups on thf; basis of the :full sco.lo Intel ce ,..;cuotient 

chr,11:ir-Bellevue. Since th.o porfor1:Jance 

skills are less ef?ected by t formal t:r.a t.han arc t::he 

skills involved in the verbal scale~ it tNas opinion of' 

the author that i;he c;roups nould ched cir), 
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in"t.elligence if only the perJ'orc:itance :sc8.l0 r;as o:mp.loyed. l'he 

1n~obable error of' the ',' 1o chsler-Uellevue test, a.s coraputed by 

··o id «.r · h l · 3 . t I ~ 11 · ,.. t 1 t . t f . av ;,ie c , s er is en n .;·e. :i.gence 1.~uo an -s poin s; . or 

this :t•eason, it 'Was decided to use thls probable er·ror in 

matching the groups and therefore ei:u,h subject selected for 

Group II was :r•equired to be ir1rl th:ln o:no probable error· or ten 

Intell1.gence Quot.iont points on the pc)'.rfor,m1nco St~ale ln re-

la.ti.on to his counterpart in G·roup I. 

'l'he total family income was another factor used ln 

matching tho subJecrts. By total family :tncomo is meant tho 

combined ye.grly incomes of all ·:r,:tge earners of a farn.lly. Due 

to 'the dlffic;Jlties lnvolved in obtaining such in.:form.a.tion 

and having no method available to checlt the reliability of 

the information., a dichotomous classiifieation \•ras e.ctopted. 

This claasif':i.cat.ion was one of above or below the modia..'¥1 i:nv .. 

come for Oklahoma :1Jeg1"0 families.. Tho ostl:mation of the 

total family income ''JV.'lS procurod f'rora th0 Sta·te Indust:r·:.al 

School ro cor•ds in the cnae o.f the dolinqu,ents and from school 

autho:r•ities for the non-delinquents. 

D. Area of Rei.lid~ 

Rach ::m.bjoct o.f Group II was required to bo n. resitlo.nt 

being n1a t ched.. rfo. atte:npt was made to r:mtch the sub;jc cts on 

the bosis of the soction of' tO;J!Tn or wha,t ls cor,mwnly 1:;:i1ci·Nn 

3 Y':echsler, op. cit .. , pp. 1-254 •. 
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:t'ro:rn tho r sicle 

in t.he same town v:Jas coltsldered sui'f'i 

qu.iremen.ts this research. 

A great deal of d;lf:C'icu.lty w:a.c e:ncountcrod in dc:t~ermin-

at constituted family stability tigai:n., f'or• purposes 

of oxpedloncy, a two ... fol<J clo.ssifi cation 1:va.s adoJJted. 'I'he 

broken vox~.sus the non-broken was :finally decided upon .. 

For" the purpo:::rns of thin study, a brolrnn hm.:10 is 

one v.rith el.th.er parent not !'(:,slding in -the home a 

was consid""re,d to be :non-brol{en v;hen both parents resided in 

ho1.1sehold. It re cognlzocl that sn.ch n cla.snif'icaJ,lon has 

1 ts short coHings ~md therefore inequities mny result. 

Por exa:mple;, u ehJ.ld :r-eslding 1th his grun.dparents 

vndcr a muc:h r,101"e stable rnenta11y hoaltbJ'ul influence 

th his own parents. helf)ss, this 

individual is classified living in a brolr.en 

those living with foster ronts or r;lth either atep-.moth.0rs 

tirel;y by adult s; at the State Industrial S , the 

c:ulty 

non-d.olinqti.Bnt grm.xp w·ere in. nttendnnce. 



the. factor of projuc1:1cc, lt tffH1 i_y·:pcrat:tve that the 

bo administered by n rk1.lte oxo.1.ninor~ but by r:1: Nee;ro 

i 

tdst not 
'1: 

so as to 

insure grenter rapport and tr.> !'lll~!! out tho possible d.etr:7.-

ment~l of'fect of: a t'.rhite exard.:ner... The procedt.u:>e ·:ts in nccord

ancie vd th the flndings of Thompnon' s s·tudy4 on the relat.ive 

influence of white and 1'!egro mrn:m::tners upon the seleections: of 

All the teats were conducted by the exmninor in a pri~ 

vate room. 1.'1ith. only the exruninel7 :and· subjo ct present with 

t.he. following ,rcrbe.1 instr1.:i.ctions to tho subJect: · 

Here (Examiner places pic.tur'e :rrume on o. tnble in 
front of the subject and opens :tt) tlr-o t;welve 
blocks of wood,. Ea.oh blocl! has n picture ct a 
boy on i'.C. Look at the pictUI'eO and them huntl me 
thn picture you like best .... That's fi;rw, now pick 
out the boy you like next betit and hand mo his 
pJcture.". 

'J:his process was rcpoated 1mtil tho s.u:t.i;joet had ranked 

all of' the in.di vidual~ in the pi cturo frm?1.€·. The exnt'.tl.ner 

not pormittod to vlew tr1em later on in the c;rperiment, l.e., 

once the subject made a cbol0t1i b.e could no longer rnfor to 

tho,t pBrticulnr picture.. At the co11tplotion of t}1e tci:1t, tho 

exa:mine:r l"tH?.ord.ed the rankings of' the subject. 

· Treatment of the Dnta 

T.:f the suhject show{')d conplote preference for- t::-:e ITegro 

pictu . .1?es:t t.hen his :r•anld.ngs f'or those pictures ·>'tou.ld be 1,2 

Zi,4,5,6 on.d the rnn~rJ.ng:s for the white pictures v:ould be 7, 

4 Thompson,. op. cit .. , p. 2'4. 



8.,.9 1 10.,11.,12. If' the subject; shov>.md ./l r<::n.re1:'.'s0 preforen.ce:,, 

then of 001.1.rse,, tho ro.nklngs ,uould be :i:-ovff:r'sed., Therefore., 

if cm·1pl0te profe:r•·Em~e .fur Hogroes extsted, the su."ll total of 

the rankings for Fiesro pictures would be 2L. !f the :r~e~110rse 

p;r•oference existed,. then the ranked total of' tho }fogro pic

tur·::lS vrould ba 57. Henoo., a total rank sco1•e o):' 39 w:ould 

shovr no p.:reference roi• either whites or Wegr•oes and nny de ... 

viatlon i"rom this •Nould shoYr proteronce on th.e pa:r•t of the 

subject .. 



CHAP 1I1ER IV 

RESULTS 

rn1e statistical treatment of the data gathered in this 

study presontr:i a rather unique problem. Group I, the delin-

quent s, do not represent a sam.ple but l"e.ther comprise the 

entire Negro male delinquent population at the time of this 

investigt1tion i'ro:rn th1~ee Okleli.oma cities who were confined 

at the St8tG Industrial School. 

The non-delinquents, howeve:r', do constitute a sarn.ple be-

CE.ruse a nmnber of individuals could probably have been found 

to match each member of G:t•oup I in. terms of matching criteria. 

When the scores on the ranking test wex•e considered, 

· then such scores 1r.r0Pe cfae:med a sample. For exa:nrple, s. subject 

who attained a total rank of 36 for the NegPo photographs 

would be tmlikely to achieve that same score on subsequent 

re-aclrrlinlstrations. ~:heI'efore, tho ranking selections of a 

subject can correctly be conceived of as a sample of a sub--

ject 1 s judgments. 

'l'he result of the ,Bg_,nkin;;,: ~ was co1•related with Verbal 

Intelligence Qu.otient, Pe1"for:mance Intelligence Quotient, age, 

tenure, and family stability fo1" the entire group of clelin-

quents. The cox'relations are presented in Table I. It was 

d0cided to compute these correlations in order to determine 

what l"elationship might exist between deg1•ee of PI'eference 



for Negroes and the above mentioned variables. 

TABLE I 

CORRELATION BETWEEN RANKING TEST AND MATCHING 
FACTORS FOR ALL DELINQUENTS 

(Nc55) . 
- ---=== ;::; :e · = ;.;; _ s m;I: . Ell 
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Total Rank, of Neg~o Pictures 

Verbal I. Q. 

Performance I. Q. 

Age 

Tenure 

Family Stabil.i ty 

.o5 

.22 

.17 

.14 

.01 

The correlation bet1e1een Verbal I. Q. and degree or pref'

erence fo·r N'egroes was .05 as calculated by the Pearson !2::2,

duct Moment Correlation. Therefo1"e no relationship can be 
t t -- ....... - ...... ------

postulated, since a correlation of' .05 is not statistically 

.significant. 

A Product Moment Correlation of .22 was obtained between 

the Ranking Test s.nd Performance Intelligence Quotient. This 

correlation is not sufficiently high to warrant assuming any 

significant relationship between the two factors. 

The Product Moment Correlation of' the Ranking Test and 

age to the ne,arest year ylelded a correlation of .17. No 

statistical significance may be inferred f'rom a correlation 

·of' this magnitude; consequently there appears·to be no rela-

tionship 'between age and prejudice as evidenced by the Rank

ing Test;. 

A ·Pro duet Moment Correlation of' .111. was obtained between 
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the Hanlcing Test and tenure. Tenur·o is defined as the total 

nurr1ber of :months that a delinquent had been confined at the 

State Indu..st:cial School. Again the correlation is not of 

su:fficient magnitude to warrant assigning any relationship. 

The data concerning the family stability of the delin-

quents was a dichotomous classification. Por this reason., 

the :Biserial Coefficient of Correlation was employed to test 

tho relationship b0t·ween fa:rn.ily stability and the Ranking 

Test. A correlation of • 01 was obtained ·which is indicative 

of very 101-r relationsb.ip. 

No attempt was :made to determine the relationship of in-

come and preference for Negroes since practically all of the 

delinqu011"t;s wex'e in the sa.rne income category. 

The interco11 1"e la tiohs of Ferf·onnance Intelligence ciuo-

tient, Verbal Intelligonce Q·uotient, Age, ·Tenure., and Family 

Stability ·were computed :for the enti:r·e group of delinque:nts. 

Table II p:r,esonts these inte:r•correlat:tons. · 

TABLE II. 

IH1:ERCORREL..A11ION' OF VARIABLES FOR A.LiL DELINQUENTS 
(N=.55) 

Performance I.Q,. Age. Tenure Fa:mily 
·----------------_llflsl ..... ___ ~u-·•-\~---- , 1 S·t"ab-ilitI 

Verbal I. Q. .52 ~ 6L1. . • 16 .25 

Perfox'mance I. Q,. .25 .29 ·.06 

Age 

Tenure 

0 1, 
• Li-

.b1 
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An examination of Table II i-·Erveals that all of the intev

co1"relations are positive but only two reach the 1 per cent 

level of' significance .. A correlation of' .52 was obtained be

tween Perfor·mance I. Q. and Verbal I. Q. which was signif'icant 

at the 1 per cent level. The second intorcorrelation signif'

ica.nt at the 1 per cent level was .51 obtained between tenure 

at the State Indust1"ia.l School and Age. 

Q.otuI?.,al"'ison_,pf T.t,1.J.s~ Del!_n9.uen.~ and ,.!ort-J?tli119.uents 

It was possible to match all 16 of the Tulsa delinquents 

and therefore none of' the subjects were eliminated a.s a re

sult of matching difficulties. The raw data i-•elative to 

Tuls.e. delinquents and non-delinquents is shown in Tables III 

and IV. 

An e~amina.tion of the_ Tulsa groups r'evealed that the de ... 

linquents had an average total rank score of 32.6 for the 

Negro photographs with a. score of 21 showing complete pref

erence. This would indicate the Tulsa delinquents prefer the 

Negro pictures by 6.1~ points since chance would result in a 

score of 39 •. The non-delinquents had a total rank average of 

43.6 for the Negro pictures. The differ·ence between these 

means is significant at the 1 %·level of confidence. Table 

IX contains a comparison of the Tulsa delinquents and non

delinquents on the Ranking~. 

Gomparison of' Oklahoma. City Delinguents. and Non-Delinquents 

Two delinquents i'rom Oklahoma City were discarded in the 

study as a result or difi'iculty encountered in matching in

telligence sco1"es. This reduced the total nu.mber of subjects 



ri.·.ABLE III 

HAvJ DAT.l\ OF TULSA DELINqUENTS 

Subjects Tenure Age Tn c OY•1 e- ·3~ __ .,,, _, ... j 

I.Q. at 
Vei"b'"a·r P0erforrriance Boley 

Family 
Stability 

Ranking 
Results 

Scale Scale (Months) N W 
~-"·~- '_V _____ , --,~~-,..- )W:, - Lib>'-"" ~...-:~v ¥W;>;a 

T-1-D 73 80 5 16 1 B 26 
T-2-D 91 
T-3-D r-'l 

.:)0 

T-4.-D 63 
T-5-D 6q 

; 

T-6-D 78 

98 11 14 1 B ') Q 
..JU 

52 9 16 1 B 27 
76 32 15 1 B L~L~ 

102 11 lL~ 1 B L~J 
97 1 13 1 B 21 

T-7-D ~)1 '--'-, 
T-8 ... D 75 
T-9-D 62 
T-10-D Bo 

9L L1- lL~ 1 B 21 
7li- 8 17 1 u 115 4-
96 10 13 1 B 42 
78 77 17 1 B 21 

T-11-D 94 
T-12-D 6?, __., 

T-13-D 68 

87 )1 13 l B 21 ... 
c:'. ') 27 16 1 B 55 _,,._;;, 

73 2 16 1 B 21 
T..-lL~-D '7" I.) 

T-1>-D 100 
T-16-D 76 

3r:; 8 16 l B 39 .,... 

97 11- 16 2 u 27 
80 39 17 1 B 31 

........--- ..... -~ --~ "'"~--------~----------------------------
1''Inco:me 

1 Denotes Below Median NegI'O Income 
2 Denotes Above Medi an Negro Income 

52 
40 
51 
34 
35 
57 
57 
33 
36 
57 
r:.7 _) 

23 
--'7 ::; 
'"'O .5; 
41 
117 Lj- I 

\Ft 
CD 
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TABLE IV 

RAW DATA OF !J.1ULSA NON ... DELINQUENTS 
11111-.... aa:a..--S 

Subjects 
I.Q. -Verbal Perf'ormance 

Scale Scale -
T ... 1-N 90 77 
T-2-N 98 101 
T-3-N 67 58 
T-4-N 82 76 
T-5-N 71.L 98 
T-6-N 103 105 
T-7-lif 80 93 
T-8-N 77 82 
T-9-N 73 87 
T-10-N 91 85 
T-11-N ii 91 
T-12-N 51 
T-13-N 70 63 
T-14-N 80 87 
T-15 ... N 99 105 
T-16-N 66 77 

Income 
1 Denotes Below Median Negro Income 
2 Denotes Above Median Negro Income 

Age Income 
<>;~~ 

Family 
Stability 

. 
16 1 B 
15 1 B 
17 1 B 
15 1 B 
15 l B 
13 1 B 
15 1 B 
16 1 u 
lL~ l B 
17 1 B 
14 1 B 
17 , 

B .l. 

17 l B 
17 1 B 
16 2 u 
18 1 B 

Ranking Results 
........., 

l\Tegro White 

l~5 33 
46 32 
54. 2L~ 
33 1,5 '-!-

54 24 
44 34 
43 35 
35 43 
47 31 
~- 34-
38 40 
~-0 38 
u,.6 32 
39 29 
52 26 
37 41 
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to 30 for each of the two g1"oups. The raw data of the Okla-

homa City groups may be seen in Tables V and VI. 

The Oklahoma C.i ty delinquents had a :mean total x•ank 

score of 31. 9 for the Negro pictures which, ·when compared 

with 39.0, the chance score, shows a preference for Negroes 

of 7 .1. Th<3 mean total ranls: score for the non-delinquents 

was L~3.9 which shows a rejection of tb.e Negro pictures by the 

non ... de linquents and a preference fo1"' the white pictux,es. '11he 

diff'ei"ence between the means of the Oklahoma City delinquents 

and non-delinquents is 12. 0 with an :P value of 1+~-• 86 which is 

i • c,,• .,_ ' th 1 of 1 1 f n• o s gn111canu a-c -. e _ ;o eve o coniiaence • 

.9..?..WParison .. of_l1l~.1L~,..e DelJ-r.lS!.U.~I.!.t~-.2:nd JJop-Delin.9,'!?£,nt~ 

A total of 10 subjects from Muskogee were attending the 

State Industri8.l School at the time of this investigation. 

The raw data of' the 1'1Iuskogee delinquents is presented in 

Table VII while Table VIII contains the raw data of the Musko-

gee non-delinquents. Subject H-6-D of the delinq11Emt group 

could not be matched with a non-delinquent because of low 

performance I. Q. and consequently his scor•es were disre-

garded. 

The average score of the ranks assigned to the Negro 

photographs by the Muskogee delinquents ·was 31.6 and 39 • .5 for 

the non-delinquents. The significance of the difference be-

tween the means of the two groups calculated by the variance 

ratio gives an F of' 5.28. An F value oi' this magnitude is not 

significe.nt ft t the 5 oi level of confidence but ;+ would be /0 .., .. v 

significant at the r"' of. level if the F value had been 5.32 :;> ;O 

i-•ather than 5.28. Since subject M-6-D, who was eliminated 



TABLE V 

RAW DATA OF OKLAHOMA CITY DELINQ,UENTS 

- ~~: 

Subjects Tenure Age Income{} Family Ranking Results 
I.o. at Stability 

Verbal Per•fo:rmance Boley 
----·-· S~e Scale {Months) . Ifogro 1rJhite 

oc ... 1 .. D 60 81 8 
OC-2-D 79 94 4 
OC-3-D 60 101h 3 
oc ... 4.-D 77 97 3 
OC-5-D 65 81 Lh 
OC-6-D 53 86 35 
00-7-D 82 76 7 oc ... 8 ... D 48 49 2 
OC-9-D C9 70 37 
OC-10-D 102 119 6 
OC--11-D 58 83 13 
OC-12-D 58 71 2 
oc ... 13-D 61 86 1 
OC-11,i.-D SL!. 74 2L~ 
oc-15 ... n 56 100 5Li. 
OG·-16-D 64 7~- 63 

{~Income 
1 Denotes Below Median Negro Income 
2 Denotes Above Median Negro Income 

11 
12 
12 
12 
13 
13 
13 
14 
14 
14 
lLt 
15 
15 
15 
15 
16 

1 B lt7 31 
1 B 4.2 36 
1 u 28 50 
1 B 2~. 54 
1 u L1.0 3/J 
1 B lJ.0 38 
1 B 21 57 
1 B 30 48 
1 B 21 57 
1 u L•? 36 i-~ 

1 B 21 57 
1 u 21 57 
1 B 51 27 
2 u 2G 50 

,l 'B r1r" 43 j;> 
1 B 21 57 

O" 
I-' 



TABLE V ( cont. ) . 

DNl'A OF OKLAHOI'fiA CITY DELTNQ.DENT S 

---- -- --- ·---->'==>""--··------~"""'""='-<""'"''-'"''--~--. 

Subjects Tenure 
I .Q.. at 

Verbal- Performance· Boley 
Scale Scale {Months) 

OG~l 'T 78 77 34 
OC-18-D 82 102 36 
OC-19-D 7Ll 87 20 
oc-20-D 71 85 21 
oc-21 .. D ?9 106 3 
o.c-22-D 59 85 15 
OC-23-D 72 77 53 
OC-24-D 7'? 65 r.•0 

f C. 

0.C-25-D 63 82 55 
OC-26-D 84 96 28 
OC-27-D ,59 96 17 
OC-28-D 57 51 61 
OG-29-D 109 109 39 
OC-30-D 82 74 3'? 
OG-31-D 81 88 32 
OC-32-D r.:.o 

Vv 45 14 

-:nncome 
1 Denotes Below Median Negro Income 
2 Denotes Above Median Negro Income 

A.ge Income·:t- Farnily Ranking 
Stability r~§)S'Ll).J2JL~u ~ 

Negro Y!hi te ....... '. -
16 1 u 21 5? 
16 l fa\ _, 41 37 
16 1 B 31 47 
16 1 B 26 sr, uG 

16 1 B 37 41 
1'7 1 u 32 46 
17 l B 45 33 
17 1 B 21 5? 
l'l 1 B ~~7 51 
1'7 l 

,, 
r.i 37 41 

1~ 1 B 35 43 
1'7 1 u 21 1::::_r7 

Vi 

18 1 u 32 46 
18 2 u 38 40 
18 1 u 35 43 
17 1 B 21 57 ... 

-~--""'"'""== 



TABLE VI 

RAW DATA OF OKLAHOillA CITY NON-DELINQ1JENTS 

Subjects 

OC-1-N 
OC-2..-N" 
O·C-3•11 
OC-4-1\f 
OC-5-N 
OG-6-W 
oc-'7-N 
OC-8-H 
OC-9-N 
OC-10-N 
oc .. 11-N 
OC-12-M 
OC-13-N 
oc-14 ... u 
OC-15-N 
OC-16-N 

~~Income 

Verbal 
Scale 

'79 
97 
96 
94 
94 
93 
82 

68 
113 

93 
80 
91 
98 
72 
90 

I .Q. 

Perfol:'mance 
Scale 

85 
100 

99 
96 
89 
84 
71 · 

74 
116 

85 
73 
86 
82 
99 
'76 

l Denotes Below Median Negro Income 
2 Denotes Above Median Negro Income 

Age Income~*' Family 
Stability 

12 l B 
12 1 B 
13 l u 
13 l B 
13 l u 
13 l B 
13 1 B 

14 1 B 
15 l u 
14 l B 
14 1 p 

~ 

15 l B 
15 2 u 
16 1 B 
16 1 B 

·-
Ranking 
Results -
Negro White . P$ • 

38 40 
50 2'? 
42 36 
32 4G 
49 29 
53 25 
38 40 

44 34 
37 41 
45 33 
44 34 
52 26 
42 ;35 
46 32 
41 37 

:-:1 
.:.,,1 



TABLE VI {cont.) 

RAW DATA OF OKLA.HOMA GITY N'Ol~-DELIHQUF,J,fi18 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--~~~~~---~--==.::::::::::::::::::=::::::::::::==:::::=:=:::=.:: 

Subject.s Age 
I ,.Q. • 

Income~!- Ranking 
Result~ 

Verbe.l Peri''ormanee Wegro Wb.i te 
Scale Scale · . 

Family 
Stability 

oc-1•1 ... w 85 70 
O.C-18-N 104 92 
OC-19-N 79 85 
oc-20-N 80 85 
OG-21-'N 105 112 
0{!-22-N 89 85 
OC-23-N 94 77 
OC-24-N 75 73 
OC-25-N 82 90 
OC-26-N 80 89 
oc;..27-N 73 100 
OC-28-N 72 60 
oc-29 ... N 104 99 
OC-30-N 91 82 
OC-31-N 73 89 
OC•32-'N 

*Incon1e 

1 Denotes Below Median Negro Income 
2 Denotes Above Median Negro Income 

17 
16 
17 
15 
16 
17 
17 
17 
17 
18 
16 
J.6 
18 
17 
18 

1 TJ 36 42 
1 B 51 27 
1 B 48 30 
l B 45 33 
1 B , 44 54 
1 TJ 41 37 
l B 36 42 
1 B 4.6 32 
l B 44 34 
1 B 49 29 
l B 51 27 
l B 49 29 
1 u 54 24 
2 u 37 41 
1 u 35 43 

{,J) 

,> 



·TABLE VII 

RAW DATA OF lYIBSKOGEE DELING'tUENTS 

Subjects 'I'enur·e 
I.Q,. at 

Verbal Perf'o1"mance Boley 
Sc~~-· Scale (Months) -

l:1-1-D 60 81 14 

M-2-D 83 lOL~ 16 

IvI ... 3-D 87 86 ., 
.:> 

M-~.-D 89 107 17 

M-5-D 99 109 16 

M-6-D 50 ll,3 15 

M-7-D 82 81,.. 16 

Islf-8 ... D 79 95 29 

M ... 9 .. n 95 108 8 

M-10-D 81 80 16 

{~Incon1e 
1 Denotes Below Median Negro Income 
2 Denotes .A.bove Median Negro Income 

--"""lli ""' ;;r_ ,. ~.,.. 

" Age Income '4~ 

14 1 

1~ _ _,, l 

10 1 

12 l 

13 1 

14 1 

17 1 

17 1 

17 2 

17 l 

Family 
Stab:i.1i ty 

B 

u 

u 

B 

u 

u 

B 

B 

B 

B 

Ranking 
B2 ~·l2-1l ~= • ~-

Negro. Whi.te 

36 L1.2 

33 ~L_5 

35 43 

L~? 31 

38 40 

21 57 
21 57 
21 57 

33 L~5 

21 57 

U' 
\.n 



TABLE VI II 

RAW DATA OF MUSKOGEE NON- DELINQUENTS 

--.. ~~ 
Subjects Age, I ncome Fami ly Ranking 

r.s. Stability Results 
Verbal Performance 

_§gale -~-- Scale ___ ~-----~------ ·-------·-- N~ro White ---.. ~--

M- 1-N 74 76 14 1 B 32 46 

1-1- 2- N 108 104 15 1 u 34 44 

M- 3- N 83 78 11 1 u 27 51 

M- 4- N 110 116 1~ 
·" 1 B 4.9 29 

M- 5-N 107 100 14 1 u 51+ 24 

M- 6- N 

M- 7-N 79 87 . 16 1 B 35 L~3 

H:- 8-N 75 85 16 1 B 43 35 

I-1- 9- N 91 101 16 2 B 47 31 

M- 10- N 86 82 18 1 B 3.5 43 

1*Tncome 
1 Denotes Below Median Negr o Income 
2 Denotes Above Median Negro Income 

O' 
O' 
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because of matching difficulties, showod complete preferGnce 

for the Negro pictures and none of the non-delinquents showed 

such preference., it :might be assumed that could he have been 

matched, the difference bGtweon tho t1-JO groups would have 

o.ttainsd the 5 % level of confidence. 

With regard to the :Muskogee groups, the delinquents pre

ferred the Negro photographs by 7 .).J. po_ints with 39 being 

chance selection., while the non-delinquents Pl"E.d'erred the 

white photog:r•aphs to tho Nogro photographs by o.5. These 

sco1•es indicate that Muskogee delinquents show a pref e1"'ence 

for N"egroes while the non-delinquents display a rejection of 

Negro photographs·and a slight preference for white photo

graphs. 

Comparison of All Delinquents and Ifon-Delinguents 

In order to compare all delinquents with all non-delin

quents, the data from Muskogee., Tulsa, and Oklahoma City was 

combined. Th.is combination resulted in a total of 55 delin

quents and 55 non-delinquents., as may be seen in Table IX. 

Tl1e mean total rank score of the delinquents is 32.1 and 43.1 

for the non-delinquents. The difference between these means 

is 11.0 which gives an F value of 52.73 that is significant at 

the 1 % level of' confidence. Therefore, it may be stated that 

the delinquents prefer the Negro photographs by 6.9 total rank 

points. Tb.ese results indicate that delinquents show a sig

nificant preference .for Negro photographs which non-delin

quents do not evidence. 



TABLE IX 

COMPARISON OF DELINQUENTS AND NON-DELINQUENTS ON THE 
RANKING TEST ACCORDING TO CITIES 

City Mean Rank or Negro 
Pictures% 

DEt,INQUENT . IiON ... DELINQUENT 

Difference 
Between 

11.ifeans 

Significance·.··· 
of Difference 
Between I~Ieans 

--------------------------- F t 
Muskogee 

Tulsa 

Oklahoma 
City 

Cities 
Combined 

N:9 
31.6 

N:16 
32.6 

N:30 
31.9 

N:55 
32.1 

N=9 
39.5 

N:;16 
LJ,.3. 6 

N:30 
Li.3. 9 

N:55 
h3.l 

7.9 

11.0 

12.0 

11.0 

-!(. 
· Arnean rank of 21 indicates complete preference for Negroes. 

A mean rank of .57 indicates complete rejection of Negroes. 
A mean rank of 39 indicates no preference for Negroes. 

,~ii- Significant at the 1% level of confidence. 

5.28 

9. 741H} 

1;1. 801.. {}"'3} 
I..J-Lt. 

.52. 73-:H~ 

2.29 

3 .12{!-1~ 

6. 70{}{~ 

O"' 
Q::> 



linquonts and tho var:to.blcs of 

rnlationship between degree of prejudice ti!hl tos a:nd 

Vftr•ylng 

in nart be exp].uinod ·by the 

more horuJ;;cn<1ous ago group 11'::nrol ved,. 

'i'he length. o:L' t thcrt H delinquent rema:trn-ld a(;. the 

Sta.to Industrial School had no aignifioan.t r·elatior.rship to the 

der,;ree of' p:r•e Judice. 'fi:lis ind.i oat0s th.stt c.onflnomo:n:t at the 

State Industrial School did not 

.effect. upon t~b.o feelings .of p1·ejudiee whi 

delinquent.s. 

'I\he theory has long txien: nc that a hro\rf)n hoxao is 

did a:r· ory uut cl.id rc,veal that 

dice es WD ::i .more 

co dJ.d 

th re.,Jpcct to 1 
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no significant relationship was foun<l to exlst .. Thls would 

indicate tha.i; tho prejudice which 3 delinquent pt,ssosscs is 

not offected by high or low intelligence • 

• A. cignif'lennt relationship was foun:i betv,ce).n the Verbal 

intelligence nna Perfor·mance int(,lligencc or del::l.nq o.onts . 

Thio relativnship w::w to be o;,:;pccted since an individual who 

exhib:t ts high inte 11-i.gonce on the Verbal scaiEi is apt to dis 

play somewhat equal ability on the Performance scale . 

Another significant intercorrelation was that betweer1 

age of the delinquent and tho length of time the d0linquent 

had been confined . ~rh:ts can be explained in that it wa..s 

chronologically i:nposeible for the younc; dollnquents to have 

spent as m.nch timei a.-t the St.ate Industrial School as tho old

er delinquents . 

The delinquents as a who1e showed a d:lntinct p1"eferenee 

for }Tegro photographs and rejection of the whites . This is 

in direct contrast to ·the l?esults obtained fr·o!!'.l the non- de

linquents who evldene<1d an acceptance or the Y:hites and re

jected the Negroes . 

Tt.e analysis of the data acc:ording tc- cities revealed no 

signii.'1 ci:mt diff erence in tho degree of prej1.1.diee sho'.m by 

the delinquents from Muskogee , Tulsa., and Oklahoma Clty . lf'his 

would indicate that tho feelings of prejudice ~galnst whites 

which delinquents possess arc not dlffe1"'ent 5.11 the three cities . 

1;~11 th regard to the non-delinquanta, it appears th.a:t 

those from Muskogee showed no signtfica.nt; prefer,ence for or 

against Negroes . However ., those non- delinquents from Tulsa 



and Ok.lahoma City displayed n decided ro,jection or Negroes 

ivhioh is not significantly dii'forent in the two cities. 

8ummarv and Gonclusioris 

Juvenile delinquency hgs long been a topic of' eoncern 

to society beciuse of its vest: drein upon the rvition' tJ hu.man 

and material resources. This investigation. 1;:;as des:tgned to 

discover and understand the possible relationships between 

Wegro dellnquenr:.y and Megro pre;judice ai1;;nlnst vcrhites. Spe

cifically., this study ·.:ras desig,ned to examinA the calJ.sal 

relationship bett1een Weg.ro male delinquency and prcjudico 

against 1r1hl·te.s. 

W:l.th rega1•d to the p1 .. ocedure of the inVe$tlgation, a 

series of Negro and white pictures, w-hieh tho S;J.bjeet ranked 

according to proferenee, v1ere presented to 55 dellnquents at 

the Oklahoma State Indu.st:rlal School for Negro boys., who v1ere 

from Tulse., Okleho:ma Gity I end Muskogee,. These dellnquents 

were mB.tched with 55 non-delinquents on the bssls of city, 

ace, I. Q • ., :t:'am5-ly ineome, and family stability. Tb.e sic1e 

seri.es of photographs ~7ere then prosentod to the non-delin ... 

quents in order to determine thelr ranking profer·onces. 

The conclusions of tho study may bo s1umT1.arized as 

follows: 

1. lfogro male delinquents displrw a algr1i.ficantly 

greater pI'eference for lfogroes than do non-delinquents. 

i~. Negro male non ... delinquents dltr,olay a x•ojoction of 

Negroes and an acceptance of' whites. 

3,., 1fo signif leant relationship is fotmd to exist among 



'iliegro male d~)linqucnts Y?i th 1:>espe ct to the degroe of p:r·of'er ... 

en.co for J,fogroes 3.nd a.r;c, len. :th 

or' fat·dly stability. 

4. 2fogro male non-dol 

liV(}S 

,',:1th hls .fore:,~ the non-

delinquent not bcsnt by tho dolin-

co. The 

de 1 inq uorrt, in at; t erm:rt. to nillovl:,ite his frustratlcns, 

adonts t ou.tle't of 

b0)havior• Ewentually br 1.r.:b.ial ln:to opon con.fllet 

with society. These conclusions ar to s iate the 

shov: at0r nreference for s of' their m,m grou.p i1nd 

t.hls atta.ch:m,f1nt is O(H3ocnpaniGd bJ fnolint::s of hostility to 

m.omber•s of iu1 otrts:1 group,. results in the develop-

m,:,,nt of aggress • 

lt v.ias 

'i1he h.ig;h re:)lationship bt)tv;ccn dnl:tnquency and race pro-

Judice seems to 1,•rnrrant two irrplicntlons. 

1.. Negro parents tea ehers shtuld be on the alert 

for symptoms of raee pre.judie.e l5egro chlldron.. If' 



parents and teachers can detect tlH.Hrn sy:m.ptor:1s ttt an EHlrly 

age they y;111 perhaps be able to alleviate or arl:>est the 

development of ra co prejudice • 

2. Tho individunls in chr.-\rge o:f juvenile institutions 

should take cognizance of ro.ce prc;Judice among d.el1.nqucnts 

·10 

and strive to alleviate the condition. I:f the purpose of a 

juvl-mlle institution ii:, refor•mati.on rather ·than :tnc.ar·ccration., 

thon the factor of race prejudice seems sufficiently impo1 .. -

tant to warrant tho att;ontion of tl1e varlou,3 juvenile author

itiei~. 

~.uggest ions for :B1uture _ Stud;t: 

'I'his study has ·touch.od on only ono aspect or a very com

plex problem. Jome othi:cir .tnvost:tgat ions wb.lch would he useful 

are: 

1.. A longtit;ud1.nal study in. Hhioh lTeg1·0 pl"eJuci.ice is 

measured at vur lous are level a.. Such an lnvestigi::t ion might 

perm.it the predlctlon of Juvenile delinquency •. 

2.. An investlg.ation to detorniino tho r•elationship, if 

any., between degree of pt•ojudtce o.nd. the t;rpe of cr•iminal net 

committed. 

c.nd. adult Negro criminality. 
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80. 

t. Place _____________ _ Date ----~--~----~----
5. Nm11e of' subject tested ____ ,.,..----·-·-··--·~· .... ·- ..... .,.. 

4. Ftt..:rails,· Hesi.dence: Cil•ele Answer .. 

Tulsa, Oklah.om.a City, Murakogee 

5. Intelligence: The subJa ct ta I .. Q. is: 

Verbal Scale 
Perf'orm.ance Sc~.)le 

---·-·· --~--)!:-· ----Full Scale__ .. _ .. ,-~ 

6. How long has subject boon in Boley? ______ _ 

.1i1or items 7• 8., 9~ and 10$ circle the most correct answer. 

7. Age: To the ne.ar•es.t year. 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

B. Approximate total f'amily 1nc01::l-e: 

(o ... $1.,soo) U{a,:500 - :t;;;,ooo) (1}3,000 - G4,500) 

9. o,rnupation of intlividual consldo:red to be the f·ru:nily head: 

Unskilled Skilled Pro.f'essional 

10. Farn.1ly S'l'atbility: If parents reside together, then elrele 
unbroken horno. I:f parfJ:nts aro divorcocl 
or are not living together, then circle 
broken home. 

Unbroken home Br•olrnn home 

Piet~anking 'l1est Ho,sulta -~ 

In the space besirle number one write tho number of the 
picture which the subject liked best.. Beside n.u.mbor two 
write the nuraber, of' the picture which the, subject likod next 
best and so on through number hvmlve;.. If the subject likes 
two or more pictures equally well then draw a circle around 
those numbers .. 

1. 
2.-3.= 4. 

5.-
6 .• __ .. 

7,, 
8.-
9. - . 

10. 
11.---
12.-
~ 
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