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PREFACE

In  a re c e n t b ib l io g ra p h ic a l  a r t i c l e ,  W illiam  H. Maehl, J r . ,

noted th e  " . . .  c au tio u s  p a r t i c ip a t io n  o f some E nglish  working men in

an in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r movement" as one o f th e  a reas  o f B r i t i s h  la b o r

h is to r y  th a t  lacked  adequate tre a tm e n t.^  I  in ten d  in  th i s  study  to

f u l f i l l  th a t  v o id . This study  f i t s  th e  m ainstream  of c u rre n t B r i t i s h

h is to r io g ra p h y . Labor and s o c ia l  h is to r y  encompass the  most e x c it in g

f i e ld s  in  th e  d is c ip l in e .  This h is to ry -fro m -b e lo w  approach aims a t  a

" to ta l "  re c o n s tru c tio n  of s o c ie ty  in s te a d  o f  th e  myopic view from th e

to p . Although much of th i s  p a r t i c u la r  work focuses on London, because
2

th a t  was where th e  re fu g ees  co n g regated , i t s  scope i s  n a t io n a l .  I t s  

g e n e ra l iz a t io n s  aim a t  a d e f in i t io n  o f th e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t s ’ c o n t r i 

b u tio n s  to  the  E ng lish  lab o r movement’s emergence as a modem fo rc e . 

Labor h is to r y  in  th e  m id -V ic to rian  p e rio d  has long been n eg lec ted  and 

much rem ains to  be done. With re fe re n c e  to  th e  d e c lin e  o f Chartism  and 

th e  r i s e  o f a s o c i a l i s t  la b o r movement, th e  choice between t r a d i t i o n a l  

p o l i t i c a l  ra d ic a lism  and r e s t r u c tu r in g  so c ia lism  faced  th e  E nglish

^ " ’Jerusa lem  D efe rred ’ : Recent W ritings in  th e  H isto ry  o f  th e
B r i t i s h  Labor Movement," Jo u rn a l o f Modem H is to ry , XXXI (September, 
1969), 335-67.

2
Dorothy Thompson, "Chartism  as a H is to r ic a l  S u b je c t,"  B u l le t in  

o f th e  S o c ie ty  fo r  th e  Study o f Labour H is to ry , no. 20 (S pring , 1970), 
10-13 c a l l s  f o r  s tu d ie s  o f a g en e ra l n a tu re  r a th e r  than a continued 
emphasis on lo c a l  s tu d ie s .

iii



working c la s s  in  th e  1850s. I  t r u s t  th a t  th e  d iscu ss io n  o f E ng lish  

w o rk in g -c lass  in te rn a tio n a lis m  found below ex p la in s  th e  a l te r n a t iv e s  

a v a ila b le  and why r e s p e c ta b i l i ty  emerged trium phan t.

Some two and o n e -h a lf  y ea rs  have e lapsed  s in ce  I  began th i s  

p ro je c t  in  e a rn e s t .  I  have spen t many lo n e ly  evenings in  my stu d y , 

inundated w ith  books, n o teca rd s  and xerox papers and have o f te n  asked 

m yself why I  am doing t h i s .  There a re  numerous more e x c it in g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  . 

bo th  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and p h y s ic a l, th a t  e n tic e  o th e r people and g ive  t h e i r  

l iv e s  meaning. Why have I  chosen h is to ry ?  Not because I  am m a so c h is tic , 

though one f re q u e n tly  wonders w hether any h is to r ia n  t r u ly  has hold  o f 

h is  sen se s , and no t because i t  i s o la te s  me from th e  " r e a l"  w orld , because 

i f  h is to ry  does any th ing  i t  encourages one to  want to  improve th e  w orld , 

no t w ithdraw  from i t .  R ather, I  am drawn to  h is to ry -from -below  because 

.1 d e sp ise  in ju s t i c e .  The in te r n a t io n a l i s t s  saw in ju s t i c e  and fought i t .

I f  my w rit in g  about t h e i r  g a l la n t  encounter w ith  th e  e s ta b lis h e d  au th o r

i t y  s t r u c tu r e  can shed any l i g h t  upon th e  u n iv e rs a l  s tru g g le  fo r  j u s t i c e  

and e q u a li ty  o f o p p o rtu n ity , th en  every  day, every hour spen t on t h i s  

s tudy  was w o rth -w h ile . C onsequently, I  warn my re a d e r  th a t  a lthough  I  

reg a rd  o b je c t iv i ty  w ith  rev e ren ce , my sym pathies a re  w ith  th e  i n t e r 

n a t io n a l i s t s .

As alw ays, my d eb ts  a re  g re a t .  I  acknowledge th e  a id  and 

a s s is ta n c e  o f many people and in s t i t u t i o n s ;  to  th e  H is to ry  Department 

a t  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f Oklahoma fo r  a  G raduate A ss is ta n tsh ip  in  th e  form of 

a N a tio n a l Defense E ducation Fellow ship  between 1970 and 1973; to  th e  

. G raduate .C ollege of th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f Oklahoma fo r  a  t r a v e l  g ran t th a t  

p a r t i a l l y  p a id  fo r  a re se a rc h  t r i p  to  England; and to  th e  s t a f f  of

iv



B iz z e ll  Memorial L ib ra ry  a t  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f Oklahoma fo r  o f f ic e  

space , i n t e r - l i b r a r y  lo an  books and generous a s s is ta n c e  a t  a l l  tim es . A 

n o te  o f a p p re c ia tio n  i s  a lso  in  o rd e r fo r  th e  s t a f f s  a t  th e  fo llow ing  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  and l i b r a r i e s :  th e  I n s t i t u t e  o f H is to r ic a l  R esearch ,

London; th e  Reading Room o f th e  B r i t i s h  Museum; th e  B r i t i s h  Museum News

paper L ib ra ry  a t  C o lin d a le ; th e  P u b lic  Record O ffice ; th e  B ishopsgate  

I n s t i t u t e ;  th e  G oldsm iths’ L ib ra ry  o f th e  U n iv e rs ity  of London L ib ra ry ; 

th e  B r i t i s h  L ib ra ry  of P o l i t i c a l  and Economic Science a t  th e  London School 

o f Economics and P o l i t i c a l  Science; B a l l io l  C ollege L ib ra ry , O xford; th e  

M anchester P u b lic  L ib ra ry ; the  C o-opera tive  Union L ib ra ry , Holyoake 

House, M anchester; and th e  C en tra l R eference L ib ra ry , Newcastle upon 

Tyne.

On a more p e rso n a l le v e l ,  I  owe a deep sense  o f  g r a t i tu d e  to  

s e v e ra l peop le . Dr. W illiam  H. Maehl, J r . ,  has d ire c te d  my d is s e r t a t io n  

w ith  the  p e e r le s s  s k i l l  o f one who knows in tim a te ly  C h a r t is t  h i s t o r i 

ography and so u rc e s . H is p a tie n c e  w ith  me and h is  in s is te n c e  upon 

academic e x ce llen ce  were in s tru m e n ta l in  th e  com pletion of t h i s  s tu d y .

Dr. Jonathan  W. Spurgeon has in flu en ced  my approach to  th e  s tu d y  of 

h is to ry  more th an  I  can e x p re ss ; h i s  adv ice  on th e  d i s s e r t a t io n  was most 

c o n s t r u c t iv e . . My thanks a lso  to  th e  o th e r  members of th e  d i s s e r t a t io n  

committee: Dr. Gordon D. Drummond and Dr. Dougald T. Calhoun. And l a s t

b u t n o t l e a s t ,  I  o f f e r  my th a n k fu l a p p re c ia tio n  to  my p a re n ts ,

C harles L. and Gladys R. Anderson fo r  t h e i r  encouragement and a s s is ta n c e  

over the  y ea rs  and to  my g ran d p a ren ts , A lv in  L. and O live A nderson, who 

made p o s s ib le  my t r i p  to  England, b u tj more im p o rta n tly , who tendered  

guidance th roughout th e  l a s t  tw enty  y ea rs  th rough example and deeds



r a th e r  than  w ords. And l a s t  I  applaud Lynn fo r  h e r  f a i t h  in  me as  a 

h is to r ia n  and f o r  h e r  e v e r -p re se n t rem inder th a t  h i s to r y  i s  made through 

th e  in te r a c t io n  o f p eo p le , n o t through  th e  h i s t o r i a n 's  a n a ly s is .

C opyrighted 1976
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ENGLISH WORKING-CLASS INTERNATIONALISM, 1846-1864

CHAPTER I  

INTERNATIONALISM BEFORE 1848

In  th e  n in e te e n th  cen tu ry  Europe’s p o l i t i c a l  e x i le s  congregated 

in  England. T heir b e n e fa c to rs  were th e  E ng lish  l i b e r a l s .  These men 

guarded a g a in s t th e  p o s s ib i l i t y  th a t  fo re ig n  governments m ight in f lu e n c e  

th e  B r i t i s h  Government's re fu g ee  p o lic y . During a House o f Commons 

debate  about such a l ik e lih o o d . Lord Palm erston responded, on A p ril 1 , 

1852, " . . . l e t t e r s  and p roclam ations from unhappy re fu g ees  w i l l  be as 

harm less a s  a to rc h  upon th e  tu rn p ik e  ro a d ."^  Although he c a l le d  th e  

is s u e  in s ig n i f ic a n t ,  he concealed  th e  e x te n t to  which Her M a je s ty 's  

Government involved i t s e l f  w ith  th e  l i b e r a l  and dem ocratic p o l i t i c a l  

e x i le s  who accepted th e  s h e l t e r  o ffe re d  them by England.

The concern of th e  B r i t i s h  government stemmed m ostly  from th e  

p o l i t i c a l  and s o c ia l  reform  p h ilo sophes o f th e  re fu g e e s , a lthough  from 

tim e to  tim e fo re ig n  governments p re ssu red  th e  Q ueen's m in is te rs  on th e  

s u b je c t. Once in  England th e  re fu g ees  dreamed about and sometimes planned 

re v o lu tio n s  in  t h e i r  homelands. To keep th e i r  s p i r i t s  h igh  th ey  formed

^Great B r i ta in ,  P a rliam en t, H ansard 's  P a rliam en ta ry  D ebates. 
3d s e r . .  Vol. CXX (23 March-27 A p r il ,  1852), p . 512. (H e re in a f te r  • 
r e fe r re d  to  as H a n sa rd 's .)



2
s o c ie t ie s  fo r  th e  prom otion o f  t h e i r  g o a ls  and fo r  th e  p re s e rv a tio n  o f 

th e i r  movements' c o n tin u ity . T h e ir reform ing m e n ta lity  brought them 

in to  co n tac t w ith  E n g lish  w o rk in g -c lass  re fo rm ers and bo th  groups recog

n ized  th e  s im i l a r i t i e s  o f th e i r  o b je c t iv e s . This re c o g n itio n  of common 

purposes o f p o l i t i c a l  and s o c ia l  change in  England and on th e  c o n tin e n t 

c re a te d  a sense  of community between them. From t h i s  u n ity  emerged an 

aw areness o f a  w ork in g -c lass  in te r n a t io n a l  id e n t i ty .

My purpose in  t h i s  study  i s  to  analyze  th e  E n g lish  w o rk in g -c la ss  

p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  th e  in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r  movement between th e  founding of 

th e  F ra te rn a l  Democrats in  1846 and th e  fo rm ation  o f th e  F i r s t  I n te r 

n a tio n a l in  1864. According to  t r a d i t i o n a l  la b o r  h is to r y  acco u n ts , th e  

m id -V ic to rian  la b o r  scene e x is te d  in  a  l u l l  between th e  C h a r t is t  p o l i t 

i c a l  a g i ta t io n  o f th e  p rev ious decades and th e  s o c i a l i s t  la b o r  re v iv a l 

o f th e  1880s. Most la b o r  h i s to r ia n s  o f t h i s  p e rio d  have focused upon 

emerging t r a d e  unionism  and upon m id d le -c la ss  p a rliam en ta ry  ra d ic a lism .

In  t h i s  s tudy  I  w i l l  in v e s t ig a te  th e  p a r t i a l l y  su c c e ss fu l e f f o r t s  o f some 

E ng lish  w orkers to  c re a te  an e s s e n t i a l ly  p r o le ta r ia n  id e n t i ty  fo r  th e  

E n g lish  la b o r  movement. That th ey  f a i l e d  does n o t demean t h e i r  e f f o r t .  

T h e ir a g i ta t io n  f e l l  w ith in  th e  m ainstream  of n in e te e n th -c e n tu ry  p o l i t i 

c a l  and s o c ia l  d is s e n t  and they  were a v i t a l  l in k  in  th e  h i s to r i c a l  

development o f th e  E n g lish  s o c ia l  consc ience . They re p re se n te d  th e  o th e r  

s id e  o f th e  m id -V icto rian  la b o r  movement.

R ad ica l s o c ia l  and p o l i t i c a l  movements succeed e i th e r  by 

convincing th e  e x is t in g  power s t r u c tu r e  to  adopt t h e i r  programs o r by 

tak in g  over e x is t in g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and imposing t h e i r  p o l ic ie s  on s o c ie ty . 

The in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r  movement sought reform  of th e  dominant s o c ia l  and



3
p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c tu r e s  in  o rd e r to  e s ta b l i s h  a  dem ocratic  government in  

England and to  c re a te  independent dem ocratic  n a tio n s  in  Europe. The 

more d e m o c ra tic a lly - in c lin e d  e lem ents o f th e  movement toyed w ith  

ach iev ing  change through v io le n t  means, b u t g ra d u a lly  th e  re s p e c ta b le  

re fo rm is ts  defused  them and th e  movement sought reform s p e a c e fu lly . My 

in te n t io n  i s  to  e x p la in  why th e  in t e r n a t io n a l i s t s  f a i l e d  to  ach ieve  

th e i r  o b je c t iv e s .

W ithin  th e  co n tex t o f e x p la in in g  th e  movement's f a i l u r e ,  I  w i l l  

re so lv e  s e v e ra l  in te rc o n n e c te d  problem s. F i r s t ,  what was th e  movement's 

s o c ia l  com position in  r e l a t i o n  to  i t s  p a r t i c ip a n t s '  m otives? I  w i l l  

extend th i s  in v e s t ig a t io n  beyond th e  le a d e rs h ip  to  th e  ra n k -a n d - f i le  

whenever p o s s ib le .  Second, how e x te n s iv e ly  and to  what degree  was th e  

E ng lish  w o rk in g -c la s s 's  commitment to  th e  in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r  movement? 

T h ird , what was th e  movement's im pact on th e  E n g lish  la b o r  movement in  

bo th  lo n g - and. sh o rt- te rm  in flu en c e?  And fo u r th , how d id  th e  te n s io n s  

w ith in  th e  E n g lish  la b o r  movement a f f e c t  th e  in n e r  dynamics o f th e  i n t e r 

n a t io n a l  la b o r  movement? In  th e  f i r s t  c h ap te r  I  d is c u s s  th e  emergence 

o f a  modern in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r  movement in  England. In  succeeding  

ch ap te rs  th e  fo c a l  p o in ts  a re ;  th e  emergence o f a dominant s o c ia l  reform  

theme, th e  governm ent's r e a c t io n  to  th e  movement, th e  e x p e c ta tio n  of 

reform  to  accompany th e  Crimean War and th e  movement's e v o lu tio n  in to  a 

re s p e c ta b le  la b o r  movement.

The in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r  movement m atured a f t e r  C hartism  had 

peaked. O rganized, p o l i t i c a l  C hartism  had burned ou t on th e  damp f i e ld  

a t  Kennington Common. R ising  r e a l  income was drawing th e  w o rk e r 's  

a lle g ia n c e  away from r a d ic a l  p o l i t i c s  and th e  m iddle c la s s  enjoyed an
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e ra  o f p ro s p e r i ty .  The h igh  noon of V ic to ria n  England must have 

f u l f i l l e d  G. M. Young's b e l i e f  th a t  . . o f  a l l  decades in  our h is to r y ,  

a  w ise man would choose th e  e ig h te e n - f i f t i e s  to  be young in . "  Y et, what 

a t  f i r s t  g lance  appears a se ren e  q u ie scen t s o c ie ty , emerges upon c lo s e r  

exam ination as a ru p tu red  and s tru g g le - to rn  coun try  in  th e  m idst o f 

change. A lthough a p e rio d  o f p o l i t i c a l  s ta g n a tio n , i t  was a lso  one in  

which s o c ia l  fo rc e s  were a l t e r in g  th e  s t r u c tu r e  o f s o c ie ty . England was 

a coun try  o f w orkers , b o th  a g r ic u l tu r a l  and i n d u s t r i a l ,  by th e  mid

n in e te e n th  c en tu ry . In  1851 n e a r ly  o n e - th ird  of th e se  w orkers were a 

p a r t  o f i n d u s t r i a l  s o c ie ty . E ng lish  w orkers emerged from th e  m id- 

V ic to r ia n  y e a rs  as a t r u e  in d u s t r i a l ,  c la s s -c o n sc io u s  p r o l e t a r i a t ,  which 

f e l t  an in te r n a l  id e n t i ty  r e s u l t in g  from common ex p erien ces  as  opposed 

to  o th e rs  whose i n t e r e s t s  were n o t id e n t i c a l .  F ive  g roupings c o n s t i tu te d  

th e  s o c ia l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f e a r ly  and m id -V ic to rian  England. Regarding 

th e  a u th o r i ty  s t r u c tu r e ,  which i s  th e  b a s is  o f s o c ia l  c la s s  and p o l i t i c a l  

power, th e  upper c la s s  was in  a dominant p o s it io n  because i t  c o n tro lle d  

bo th  th e  s o c ia l  and p o l i t i c a l  s id e s  o f s o c ie ty . The m iddle c la s s  was 

d e f e r e n t ia l ,  as  was w orking c la s s  B which in c luded  th o se  on th e  bottom  

rungs of urban and r u r a l  s o c ie ty . The m iddling  c la s s  o f p e t i t e  b o u rg eo is , 

a s p ir in g  p ro fe s s io n a l  men and a r t i s a n s  was n o n -d e fe re n tia l  tow ards th e  

a u th o r i ty  s t r u c tu r e  in  i t s  concern fo r  a more open s o c ie ty . Working 

c la s s  A o f in d u s t r i a l  p r o l e t a r i a t  and w orkers in  t r a d i t i o n a l  dom estic 

in d u s t r ie s  was a lso  n o n -d e fe re n tia l ,  bu t i t  sought government economic 

and s o c ia l  p ro te c tio n  r a th e r  than  p o l i t i c a l  g a in s . The i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t s '

^G. M. Young, V ic to r ia n  England, P o r t r a i t  o f an Age (2nd e d .;  
London: Oxford U n iv e rs ity  P re s s ,  1953), p . 77; George K itson  C la rk , The
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a ttem p t to  fu se  th e  p o l i t i c a l  o b je c t iv e s  o f th e  m iddling  c la s s  w ith  

th e  economic and s o c ia l  g o a ls  o f  working c la s s  Â was a  m a n ife s ta tio n  o f 

th e  s h i f t in g  s o c ia l  s t r u c tu r e  o f  m ld -V lc to rlan  England.

The m o tiv a tio n  fo r  E ng lish  w ork in g -c lass  In te rn a tio n a lism  

v a r ie d . H atred o f Roman C atho lic ism  accounted fo r  an a f f i n i t y  o f some 

E ng lish  w orkers f o r  th e  I t a l i a n  p a t r io t s  who faced  th e  o p p o s itio n  o f th e  

Papacy. In  view ing th e  P o le s , r e l ig io n  h a rd ly  counted; r a th e r ,  Russophobla 

f ig u re d  prom inen tly  In  th e  E ng lish  w orkers’ sympathy. For o th e r s ,  the  

in te r n a t io n a l  I n te r e s t  r e s u l te d  from th e  f r e e  tra d e  economics o f the  

M anchester School w ith  I t s  concept o f European m arkets fo r  E ng lish  goods. 

The h u m an ita rian  appeal o f h e lp in g  s tru g g lin g  Europeans m otivated  o th e rs . 

And most Im p o rtan t, many were drawn to  th e  movement ou t o f an Id e o lo g ic a l
3

commitment shared  w ith  th e  re fu g e es .

R egarding m o tiv a tio n , a  d i s t in c t io n  e x is te d  between th e  

w o rk in g -c la ss  le a d e rsh ip  and th e  r a n k -a n d - f i le .  More than  t h e i r  fo llo w e rs , 

w o rk in g -c lass  le a d e rs  a c ted  out o f an Id e o lo g ic a l c o n v ic tio n . Although 

th ey  d isag ree d  v io le n t ly  over t h e i r  b e l i e f s ,  they  perce iv ed  th a t  th e

Making of V ic to r ia n  England (New York: Atheneum, 1962), p . 58; E. J .
Hobsbawm, In d u s try  and Empire (Harmondsworth: Penguin Books, 1968),
p . 154; S. G. Checkland, The R ise  of I n d u s t r ia l  S o c ie ty  In  England, 1815- 
1885 (London: Longman, 1964), p . 217; H arold P e rk in , The O rig in s  of
Modern E n g lish  S o c ie ty , 1780-1880 (London: R outledge and Kegan P au l,
1969), pp. 231-37. For an ex ten s iv e  d iscu ss io n  of c la s s  consciousness 
see  E. P . Thompson, The Making o f th e  E ng lish  Working C lass (New York: 
V intage Books, 1963), pp . 9-11 and R alf D ahrendorf, C lass and C lass Con
f l i c t  In  I n d u s t r ia l  S o c ie ty  (S tan fo rd : S tanford  U n iv e rs ity  P re s s , 1959),
pp. 144-54. The f iv e  c la s s  model o f R. S. N eale, "C lass  and C la ss - 
C onsciousness In  E a rly  N ineteen th-C entury  England: Three C lasses  o r  F iv e ,"
V ic to r ia n  S tu d ie s , X II (September, 1968), 5-32 I s  used throughout In  t h i s  
s tu d y .

^N orbert J .  Gossman, " B r i t i s h  Aid to  P o lis h , I t a l i a n  and Hungarian 
E x ile s , 1830-1870," South A tla n tic  Q u a r te r ly , LXVIII (S pring , 1969), 244-45.
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common denom inators were s o c ia l ,  economic and p o l i t i c a l  freedom. They 

connected th e  refugees* hope fo r  l ib e r a t io n  w ith  th e  d e s ir e  fo r  ad d i

t io n a l  reform  in  England. This e x p ec ta tio n  peaked during  th e  1848-49 

re v o lu tio n s  and during  th e  Crimean War, b u t i t  never t o t a l l y  d isap p eared . 

At th e se  h ig h p o in ts  o f i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t  hope, th i s  id e o lo g ic a l commit

ment was s tro n g e s t  in  th e  movement’s r a n k -a n d - f i le .  O therw ise, t h e i r  

commitment to  in te rn a tio n a lis m  was m inim al.

The re fu g ees  l iv in g  in  England determ ined th e  movement’s 

e a r l i e s t  c h a ra c te r .  These advocates o f rom antic  l o s t  causes and demo

c r a t i c  id eas  m igrated  to  England a f t e r  a b o r tiv e  r e v o l ts  in  th e i r  home

lan d s and s e t t l e d  m ostly  in  London. P o le s , Frenchmen, Germans, I t a l i a n s ,  

H ungarians, S candinav ians, Spaniards and B elg ians came a t  v a rio u s  in t e r 

v a ls  du ring  th e  1830s, 1840s and 1850s. They espoused reform  and 

re v o lu tio n  in  th e  name of every  "ism " known to  th e  n in e te e n th  cen tu ry : 

so c ia lism , communism, n a tio n a lism , l ib e ra l is m , and conserva tism . For 

example, th e  P o lish  in s u r re c t io n  o f 1830-31 re s u l te d  in  an exodus of some 

9,000-10,000 P o lish  re b e ls  to  w este rn  Europe. In  1834 n e a r ly  500 of them 

re s id e d  in  England; th e  number ro se  to  760 by 1851 and s ta b i l iz e d  th e re

fo r  th e  n ex t decade.^  The P o lish  em igres p layed a key ro le  in  th e  form a-

5tio n  o f an E n g lish  w ork in g -c lass  in te r n a t io n a l  o u tlo o k . Scores o f 

a d d it io n a l  re fu g ees  a r r iv e d  in  England a f t e r  s h o r t- l iv e d  re b e l l io n s  in

^ P e te r  Brock, " P o lish  Democrats and E ng lish  R ad ica ls , 1832- 
1862," Jo u rn a l o f Modern H is to ry . XXV (June, 1953), 142, fo o tn o te  10.

^ I b id . , 139-40; Simon MacCoby, E n g lish  R adica lism , 1832-1852 
(London: George A llen  and Unwin, L td . ,  1935), pp. 366-67; John H.
G leason, The G enesis o f Russophobla in  G reat B r i ta in  (Cambridge: Harvard
U n iv e rs ity  P re s s , 1950), pp. 113-34; and Henry W eisser, "Polonophilism  
and th e  B r i t i s h  Working C la ss , 1830-1845," P o lish  Review, I I I  (S pring , 
1967), 78-96.
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th e  German s ta t e s  during  th e  1830s and 1840s, and a f t e r  th e  Cracow 

in s u r re c t io n  o f 1846. A nother m ajor in f lu x  came a f t e r  th e  re v o lu tio n s  of 

1848-49. With th e  f a i lu r e  o f th e  Second R epublic in  France more French 

dem ocrats a r r iv e d  in  England.^ T h e re a f te r , in d iv id u a ls  r a th e r  than  

groups f le d  to  England, b u t d id  so in  d ec rea sin g  numbers. Thus, 

d iv e r s i ty  c h a ra c te r iz e d  re fu g ee  r e la t io n s  in  England.

The la c k  o f  u n ity  w ith in  th e  P o lish  e x i le s ,  fo r  example, 

i l l u s t r a t e s  t h i s  problem . They were s p l i t  a long a r is to c r a t ic - c o n s e r v a t iv e  

and l ib e ra l-d e m o c ra tic  l i n e s .  P rin ce  Adam C za rto ry sk i le d  th e  form er 

group. The l a t t e r  group lacked  u n if ie d  le a d e rs h ip . The P o lish  demo

c r a t i c  e x i le s  inc luded  a wide range o f o p in io n s  w ith in  them selves. The 

Lud P o lsk i s e c t io n  was s o c i a l i s t  and a s p e c ia l  brand o f s o c ia l  ra d ic a lism  

c h a ra c te r iz e d  th e  P o lish  Dem ocratic S o c ie ty . A lso in c luded  w ith in  th e  

dem ocratic  wing o f th e  P o lish  e x i le s  were two groups th a t  lack ed  th i s  

• s o c i a l i s t  o r ie n ta t io n .  Young Poland ac ted  in  th e  t r a d i t i o n  o f e a r ly  

n in e te e n th -c e n tu ry  l ib e ra l is m  and a number o f r ig h t-w in g  dem ocratic  

g en try  under th e  le a d e rsh ip  o f th e  e x ile d  G eneral Owernicki f i t  t h i s  

ca teg o ry  b u t only  because they  were w ith o u t th e  a r i s t o c r a t i c  b earin g  o f 

P rin ce  C za rto ry sk i.^

See, fo r  example, Georges Duveau, 1848; The Making o f  a  
R evolu tion  (New York: V intage Books, 1967), p . 200, who contends th a t
th e  exodus o f Frenchmen to  England peaked a f t e r  August 25, 1848, June 19, 
1849, and December 1851.

^Brock, " P o lish  Democrats and E n g lish  R a d ic a ls , 1832-1862," 
Jo u rn a l o f Modern H is to ry , XXV, 140. For a d d i t io n a l  d isc u ss io n  o f th ese  
d iv is io n s  see  Brock’ s o th e r  w r i t in g s :  "The B ir th  o f P o lish  S o c ia lism ,"
Jo u rn a l of C en tra l European A f f a i r s , X III (O ctober, 1953), 213-31; "Zeno 
Sw ietoslaw ki, a Forerunner o f th e  R ussian  N aro d n ik i,"  American S lav ic  and 
E ast European Review, X III (1954), 566-87; "The P o lish  R evo lu tionary  
Commune in  London," S lavonic and E ast European Review, XXXV (1956), 116- 
28; " P o lish  S o c ia l i s t s  in  E arly  V ic to r ia n  England: Three Documents,"
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E arly  E n g lish  i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t  a c t i v i t y  r e f le c te d  th i s  

d iv e r s i ty .  C onsequently , no u n if ie d  movement ev er e x is te d . T his p ro 

c l i v i t y  tow ards o rg a n iz a tio n s  and d iv e rs e  p h ilo so p h ie s  hampered th e  

i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t  cause in  England, e s p e c ia l ly  s in ce  th e  E ng lish  la b o r  

movement was i t s e l f  deep ly  d iv id ed  a f t e r  1848 reg a rd in g  i t s  t a c t i c s  and 

o b je c t iv e s .  A d e ta i le d  account o f B r i t i s h  w o rk in g -c la ss  aw areness of
g

Europe between 1815 and 1848 has appeared e lsew here  re c e n t ly . What 

fo llow s h e re  i s  a  d is c u s s io n  o f th e  movement's source  o f in s p i r a t io n ,  an 

in tro d u c tio n  o f some o f th e  m ajor personages who o v e rlap  th e  1848 w ater

shed and an a n a ly s is  o f th e  fo rm ation  of s e v e ra l  o rg a n iz a tio n s  th a t  le d  

th e  in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r  movement in to  th e  m id -V ic to rian  e ra .

E n g lish  w o rk in g -c la ss  aw areness o f European w orkers and t h e i r  

problems was m inim al b e fo re  th e  l a t e  1840s. Under th e  s t r e s s  o f f u l l -  

s c a le  in d u s t r i a l i z a t io n  and th e  g riev an ces  i t  caused th e  E ng lish  w orker.

P o lish  Review, VI (1961), 33-52; and "The S o c ia l i s t s  o f th e  P o lish  G reat 
M igra tion" in  Essays in  Labour H is to ry , ed . by Asa B riggs and John 
S e v i l le  (London: M acm illan, 1960), pp. 140-73.

g
Henry W eisser, B r i t i s h  W orking-Class Movements and Europe, 

1815-1848 (M anchester: M anchester U n iv e rs ity  P re s s ,  1975) p re s e n ts  a
com prehensive s tudy  of t h i s  n e g lec te d  a sp ec t o f B r i t i s h  la b o r h i s to r y .
He p la c e s  g re a t im portance on emerging c la s s  consc iousness and upon th e  
s ig n if ic a n c e  o f  th e  le f t-w in g  e x i le s  who liv e d  in  London, bu t f a i l s  to  
in v e s t ig a te  f u l l y  a l l  th e  sou rces a v a i la b le  fo r  such a  s tu d y . For exam
p le ,  he v i r t u a l l y  ig n o re s  th e  Home O ffic e s  P a p e rs . For th e  beg in n in g s  of 
h is  study  of t h i s  a re a  see  h is  "The B r i t i s h  Working C lass  and European 
A f f a i r s ,  1815-1848," unpublished  Ph.D. D is s e r ta t io n ,  Columbia U n iv e rs ity , 
1965. For g r e a te r  d e t a i l  on p a r t i c u la r  p o in ts  see  h is  a r t i c l e s :  Polo
n o p h ilism ,"  P o lish  Review, X II, 78-96; "The B r i t i s h  Working C lass and th e  
Cracow U p ris in g  o f  1846," P o lish  Review. X III  (W inter, 1968), 3-19; "The 
Role o f  Feargus O’Connor in  C h a r t is t  In te rn a tio n a lis m , 1845-1848," The 
Rocky M ountain S o c ia l Science J o u rn a l , VI (A p ril , 1969), 82-90; and 
" C h a r t is t  In te rn a tio n a lis m , 1845-1848," H is to r ic a l  J o u rn a l, XIV (March, 
1971), 49-66. A nother re c e n t study  th a t  looks a t  C h a r t is t  in te r n a t io n a l
ism in  g re a te r  depth, than  i s  the  wont o f C h a r t is t  h is to r ia n s  i s  David 
Jo n es , C hartism  and th e  C h a r t is ts  (New York: S t . M a r tin 's  P re s s , 1975).
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th e  la b o r  movement had l i t t l e  tim e f o r  in te rn a tio n a lis m . C onsequently , 

i t  gave only  p a ss in g  n o tic e  to  Europe. But when the  European w orker d id  

re c e iv e  th e  E n g lish  w o rk e r 's  a t t e n t io n ,  i t  was sym pathetic  and under

s tan d in g . S evera l e a r ly  w o rk in g -c la ss  o rg a n iz a tio n s  r e f le c te d  t h i s  

fe e l in g .

The achievem ent o f in te r n a t io n a l  w o rk in g -c la ss  aw areness was 

one o f th e  many o b je c t iv e s  o f th e  London Working Men's A sso c ia tio n . 

Founded on June 16, 1836, by W illiam  L o v e tt, Henry H eth erin g to n , James 

Watson and John C leave, i t  claim ed th e  honor o f making one o f  th e  f i r s t  

in te rn a t io n a l  ad d resses  between working men o f d i f f e r e n t  c o u n tr ie s .  

Occasioned by th e  B elg ian  p o lic e  p e rse c u tio n  o f Jacob K atz, who had 

organ ized  a F lem ish W orker's S o c ie ty , i t  was is su e d  to  th e  w orkers o f
9

Belgium. A B elg ian  w orking m en's group re p l ie d  w ith  a s im ila r  a d d re ss . 

The E as t London D em ocratic A sso c ia tio n  was an o th er o f . th e s e  e a r ly  working 

m en's o rg a n iz a tio n s ;  i t  r e f le c te d  a  le f t-w in g  p r o le ta r ia n  o r ie n ta t io n .  

Formed in  1837 by C harles  Neesom, A llen  Davenport and th e  young George 

J u lia n  H arney, i t  sought a  popu lar fo llo w in g , a lthough  i t  never ach ieved  

one.^^  The ELDA paid  c o n s id e ra b le  a t te n t io n  to  th e  working c la s s e s  on

W illiam  L o v e tt, L ife  and S tru g g le s  o f W illiam  L o v e tt (London: 
MacGibbon, 1967), pp. 80-82 and A. M uller Lehning, "The In te rn a t io n a l  
A sso c ia tio n , 1855-1859," In te r n a t io n a l  Review fo r  S o c ia l H is to ry , I I I  
(1938), 189-91. Lehning p r in t s  bo th  ad d resses  in  the  appendix o f h is  
s tu d y . See a ls o  George Howell, A H is to ry  of th e  Working Men's A ssocia
t io n  (N ew castle upon Tyne: Frank Graham, n . d . ) ,  pp. 51-55 f o r  th e
add ress o f th e  E n g lish  group. W eisser, W orking-Class Movements, pp . 66- 
78 d is c u s se s  th e  LWMA a t  le n g th . He contends th a t  th e  LWMA's c laim  to  
having made th e  f i r s t  in te r n a t io n a l  a d d re ss  was u n tru e  because in  1834 
th e  Owenite jo u rn a l  The P ioneer exchanged l e t t e r s  w ith  a  group o f workmen 
in  N antes (see  p . 5 4 ), bu t he does adm it th e  LWMA ad d ress  was s ig n i f ic a n t  
in  th a t  i t  was "w idely  n o t ic e d ."

^^J. T. Ward, C hartism  (London: B. T. B a ts fo rd , L td . ,  1973),
p . 76; D. J .  Rowe, "The F a ilu re  o f London C hartism ,"  H is to r ic a l  J o u rn a l,
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th e  c o n tin e n t. S im ila r  to  many e a r ly  n in e te e n th -c e n tu ry  rom antic 

re v o lu tio n a ry  s o c i e t i e s ,  i t  drew i t s  in s p i r a t io n  from th e  R obesp ierrean  

phase o f th e  French R ev o lu tio n . A lthough one C h a r t is t  h i s to r ia n  . 

la b e l le d  i t s  members . . a  v io le n t  re v o lu tio n a ry  c l i q u e , i t  

posed l i t t l e  th r e a t  to  th e  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c tu r e .

The ELDA f a i l e d  b u t Harney emerged from i t  as  a lead in g  

in t e r n a t i o n a l i s t ,  who m ain ta ined  in tim a te  f r ie n d s h ip s  w ith  many c o n t i

n e n ta l  re fu g ees  and c o n s p ir a to r s .  He moved from th e  ELDA b r i e f l y  in to  

th e  LWMA, from which he s h i f te d  in to  th e  C h a r t is t  movement. He belonged 

to  th e  e x tre m is t s e c t io n  o f  th e  w o rk in g -c la ss  movement. B efore he was 

n in e te e n  Harney had been im prisoned th re e  tim es fo r  s e l l in g  unstamped o r 

i l l e g a l  new spapers. In  1843, w h ile  a s u b -e d ito r  fo r  Feargus O 'C onnor's 

new spaper, th e  N orthern  S ta r , he met F r ie d r ic h  Engels and began an 

acquain tance  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  r e la t io n s h ip  th a t  la s te d  throughout t h e i r  

l i f e - t im e s .  The C h a r t is t  f a i lu r e  in  1848 convinced Hamey th a t  th e  

independent w o rk in g -c la ss  movement had to  become s o c i a l i s t  a s  w e ll a s  

dem ocratic . That co n v ic tio n  and h is  acqua in tance  w ith  most o f th e  

s o c i a l i s t  and dem ocratic  re fu g ees  in  London led  him in to  becoming an 

in d e fa t ig a b le  proponent o f  w o rk in g -c la ss  in te rn a tio n a lis m . A rom antic , 

somewhat v io le n t  f ig u r e ,  he n e v e r th e le s s  p u b lic iz ed  s o c i a l i s t  d o c tr in e  

through h is  newspaper w r i t in g  and h is  p u b lic  speeches. In  h is  person  

were fu sed  th e  tw in  d o c tr in e s  o f democracy and so c ia lism , th e  one drawn 

from R obesp ierre  and th e  French R evolu tion  and th e  o th e r  drawn from th e

XI (No. 3 , 1968), 473; and Lehning, "The In te rn a t io n a l  A sso c ia tio n , 1855- 
1859," In te rn a t io n a l  Review fo r  S o c ia l H is to ry , I I I ,  188.

^^Mark H d v e ll, The C h a r t is t  Movement, ed. by T. F. Tout 
(London: Longmans, Green and C o., 1918), p . 66.
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s o c i a l i s t s  he knew. He u lt im a te ly  concluded th a t  an independent r a d ic a l  

w orking-m en's movement was f o l ly  and withdrew in to  m id d le -c la ss  re sp ec 

t a b i l i t y ,  bu t in  the  1840s and e a r ly  1850s he was a  c e n tr a l  f ig u re  in

12E ng lish  w ork ing -c lass  in te rn a tio n a lis m .

Hamey was b u t one o f se v e ra l s ig n i f ic a n t  i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t s  o f

t h i s  e a r ly  p e rio d . James B ro n te rre  O 'B rien , th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  o f th e

C h a r t is t  movement, v i s i t e d  France in  1836 and had t r a n s la te d  in to  E ng lish

B u o n a r ro ti 's  h is to ry  o f Gracchus Babeuf' s  con sp iracy  o f eq u a ls . In  1838

he p u b lish ed  th e  f i r s t  volume o f h is  L ife  o f R o b esp ie rre . His sea rch  fo r

s o c ia l  reform  led  him in to  modem e v o lu tio n a ry  so c ia lism . Although no t

in tim a te ly  involved in  th e  in te r n a t io n a l  movement, he c o n tr ib u te d  to  i t

through h is  w ritin g s  and to  a  le s s e r  e x te n t by h is  in fre q u e n t p a r t ic ip a 
i s

t io n  in  some o f th e  o rg a n iz a tio n s . Two o th e rs  who deserve  m ention a re

Robert Owen who corresponded w ith  v a rio u s  European s o c i a l i s t s  and whose

14U topian s o c ie t ie s  bridged  th e  gap between th e  Old and th e  New World,

12A. R. Schoyen, The C h a r t is t  C hallenge (London: Heinemann,
1858) i s  a  p e e r le s s  biography fo r  Harney, a lth o u g h  G. D. H. C o le 's  chap
t e r  on him in  C h a r tis t  P o r t r a i t s  (New York: S t . M a r tin 's  P re s s , 1941),
pp. 268-99 i s  w e ll done. For H arney 's  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  Engels see  
P e te r  Cadogan, "Hamey and E n g e ls ,"  In te m a t io n a l  Review o f S o c ia l 
H is to ry , X (P a rt I ,  1965), 66-104 and fo r  h is  pu b lish ed  su rv iv in g  l e t t e r s ,  
b o th  to  and from many European dem ocrats, see  Frank Gees B lack and 
Renée M étiver B lack, e d s . .  The Harney Papers (Assen: Van Gorcum and
C o., 1969).

13See A lfred  Plummer, A P o l i t i c a l  B iography of B ro n te rre  
O 'B rien , 1804-1864 (London: George A llen  and Unwin, 1971) and h i s
e a r l i e r  a r t i c l e  "The P lace  o f B ro n te rre  O 'B rien  in  th e  Working C lass  
Movement," Economic H is to ry  Review, I I  (Jan u ary , 1929), 61-80. C ole, 
C h a r t is t  P o r t r a i t s ,  pp. 239-67 o f f e r s  an il lu m in a tin g  c h ap te r on O 'B rien .

14- John F. C. H arriso n , R obert Owen and th e  Owenites in  B r i ta in  
and America (New York: C harles S c h r ib n e r 's  Sons, 1969) and Lewis L.
Lorwin, Labor and In te m a tio n a l  ism (New York: The Macmillan Company,
1929.), pp. 14-16.
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and Augustus H ardin Beaumont, who e n te r ta in e d  a f le e t in g  i n t e r e s t  in  

European r a d ic a l  movements in  th e  1830s.

Also prom inent among th e se  e a r ly  in te r n a t io n a l i s t s  was 

W illiam  L o v e tt, one o f th e  founders o f th e  LWMA, who p u b lic iz e d  i n t e r 

n a t io n a l i s t  id e as  by w r it in g  pam phlets f o r  v a r io u s  o rg a n iz a tio n s . In  

1844 he w ro te  an ad d ress  to  th e  French w orkers fo r  th e  N a tio n a l A ssocia

t io n  fo r  Promoting th e  P o l i t i c a l  and S o c ia l W elfare o f th e  People , which 

was formed to  f u r th e r  working c la s s  ed u ca tio n . He id e n t i f i e d  th e  

in te r e s t s  o f th e  working c la s s e s  o f France and England a s  s im ila r  and 

warned them th a t  t h e i r  governments d id  no t have th e i r  i n t e r e s t s  a t  h e a r t .  

The pamphlet was pub lish ed  on September 10, 1844, a t  th e  h e ig h t o f th e  

d ip lom atic  squabble between th e  E ng lish  and French Governments over th e  

Texas Q u e s t i o n . H i s  r e a c t io n  to  a fo re ig n  s i tu a t io n  was c h a r a c te r i s t i c  

o f th e  w o rk in g -c la ss  in te m a t io n a l  movement in  England. In te rn a tio n a lis m  

was a l ie n  to  th e  E n g lish  w o rk in g -c la ss  ex p erien ce . They had to  be edu

cated  to  t h e i r  r o l e ,  b u t th e  p roper method o f te ach in g  i t  to  them was 

never decided . That concern was always a t  th e  fo re f ro n t  o f th e  i n t e r 

n a t io n a l i s t s ’ a c t i v i t i e s .

A nother c h a r a c te r i s t i c  was th e  c e n tr a l  in f lu e n c e  upon th e  

in t e r n a t io n a l i s t  o rg a n iz a tio n s  o f th e  re fu g e e s . In  London, K arl Schapper,

^^W illiam  H. M aehl, J r . ,  "A. H. Beaumont; Anglo-American 
R ad ical (1798-1838),” In te m a t io n a l  Review o f S o c ia l H is to ry , XIV (P a r t 2, 
1969), 237-50.

^^N ational A sso c ia tio n  fo r  Promoting th e  P o l i t i c a l  and S o c ia l 
W elfare o f th e  P eople , Address o f th e  N a tio n a l A sso c ia tio n  fo r  Prom oting 
th e  P o l i t i c a l  and S o c ia l W elfare o f th e  People to  th e  Working C lasses  of 
France on th e  S ub jec t o f  War (2nd e d .;  London: C. H. E l t ,  [1844]). This 
may w e ll be th e  group formed by L ovett and John C o llin s  in  1840 f o r  pro
moting th e  p o l i t i c a l  and s o c ia l  improvement o f th e  peo p le . See Ward, 
C hartism , p . 141 and H o v e ll, The C h a r tis t  Movement, pp. 203-208.
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Joseph Moll and H ein rich  B auer, a l l  e x i le s  o f a b o rtiv e  r e b e l l io n s  in

t h e i r  German hom elands, formed th e  D eutsche B ild u n g sv ere in  fu r  A rb e ite r  

17in  1840. I t  p rov ided  a v a r ie ty  o f s o c ia l  s e rv ic e s  f o r  German e x i le s  

in  London and served  as a cover fo r  th e  League o f th e  J u s t ,  which was a  

s e c re t  German re v o lu tio n a ry  s o c ie ty .  In  th e  e a r ly  1840s th e  League was 

under th e  in f lu e n c e  o f Wilhelm W eitlin g , a  u to p ian  communist who spen t 

some tim e in  London in  1844. By th en  h is  id e as  were on th e  d e c lin e  and 

th o se  o f K arl Marx and F r ie d r ic h  Engels were on th e  r i s e .  From i t s  

exchange o f id e as  w ith  th e  C h a r t i s t s ,  th e  League o f  th e  J u s t  was in t r o 

duced to  th e  concept o f mass w o rk in g -c la ss  o rg a n iz a tio n . In  r e tu rn  i t

provided  th e  E ng lish  w ith  experienced  r e v o lu t io n a r ie s  who were w i l l in g  to
18guide t h e i r  h o s ts  in to  in te m a t io n a l  lab o rism . Schapper, fo r  example, 

he lped  L o v e tt and W illiam  J .  L in to n  form th e  D em ocratic F rien d s  o f  a l l  

N ations in  1844.

L in ton  e n te red  th e  ranks o f th e  C h a r t is ts  a f t e r  th e  f a i lu r e  o f 

th e  Newport r i o t  in  1839. An a r t i s a n  by o r ig in  and one o f th e  m aster 

wood en g ravers  o f th e  n in e te e n th  c en tu ry , he p a r t ic ip a te d  in  th e  m id- 

V ic to r ia n  in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r  movement as  f e rv e n tly  as  anyone. T es ty , 

i r a s c ib l e  and n e a r ly  alw ays in  d e b t, he  was th e  c a r e - f r e e  so u l who hap

pened on to  an im p ossib le  cau se . H is in te rn a tio n a lis m  o r ig in a te d  from h is

17Lehning, "The In te r n a t io n a l  A sso c ia tio n , 1855-1859," I n t e r 
n a t io n a l  Review fo r  S o c ia l H is to ry , I I I ,  194-95 and B lack and B lack , e d s . .  
The Harney P a p e rs , p . 72, fo o tn o te  1.

18David Fem bach, " In tro d u c tio n "  in  K arl Marx, The R evolu tions 
o f 1848, Vol. I  o f P o l i t i c a l  W ritin g s , ed. by David Fem bach (3 v o l s . ;
New York: V intage Books, 1973-74), pp. 26-27; W eisser, W orking-Class
Movements. pp. 127-29; C arl W ittk e , The U topian Communist, A Biography 
of Wilhelm W eitlin g  (Baton Rouge: L o u isian a  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  P re s s ,
1950), pp. 90-99; and David M cLellan, K arl Marx, (New York: H arper and
Row, 1973), pp. 168-70.
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acqu a in tan ce  w ith  Joseph M azzin i, th e  l i b e r a l  I t a l i a n  p a t r i o t ,  whom he 

probably  met in  l a t e  1841. From t h i s  a s s o c ia t io n  grew h is  concern  fo r  

c o n tin e n ta l  dem ocrats. Throughout th e s e  y ears  he was d eep ly  invo lved  in  

th e  movement. His p e r io d ic a l ,  th e  E n g lish  R epub lic , p u b lic iz e d  M azzin- 

ia n  id eas  and o rg a n iz a tio n s  in  th e  1850s. U ltim a te ly , h is  d e d ic a tio n  to  

th e  movement d e riv ed  from h i s  s in c e re  h u m an ita rian  commitment to  a s s i s t 

ing  th e  re fu g e es  n o t on ly  in  th e  cause o f freedom b u t a ls o  in  t h e i r  

c o n s tan t f ig h t  fo r  economic s u rv iv a l  in  England. In  1856, t o t a l l y  d i s 

i l lu s io n e d  w ith  E n g lish  w o rk in g -c la ss  p o l i t i c s  he r e lu c ta n t ly  em igrated  

to  New York.^^

The f i r s t  m an ifesto  o f th e  D em ocratic F rien d s  o f a l l  N a tio n s ,

to  which L in ton  belonged , was w r i t te n  by L o v e tt a lthough  i t  was s ig n ed

by Schapper and th e  P o lish  e x i le  Louis O borsk i. An ex cerp ted  v e rs io n  o f

t h i s  add ress was p r in te d  in  th e  N orthern  S ta r , making i t s  sen tim en ts

a v a i la b le  to  th e  C h a r t is t  re a d e rs . In  f - f fe c t , t h i s  group had from i t s

in c e p tio n  non -E ng lish  in s p i r a t io n  and C h a r t is t  p a r t i c ip a t io n .  A lthough

s h o r t - l iv e d ,  i t  occupied  a s ig n i f ic a n t  p o s i t io n  in  th e  m id-1840s t r a n s i -

20t io n  p e rio d  o f E n g lish  w o rk in g -c la ss  in te rn a tio n a lis m .

At th e  end of t h i s  t r a n s i t i o n  s ta g e  a  s e r i e s  o f re v o lu tio n a ry  

upheavals o ccu rred  in  Europe th a t  a l t e r e d  th e  in te m a t io n a l  la b o r  movement.

T O
F. B. Sm ith, R ad ica l A rtis a n ; W illiam  James L in to n , 1812- 

1897 (M anchester; M anchester U n iv e rs ity  P re s s ,  1973). See a lso  h is  
memoirs, W illiam  J .  L in to n , Memories (London: Lawrence and B u llen ,
1895) and European R epublicans (London: Lawrence and B u lle n , 1893).

20Lehning, "The I n te m a t io n a l  A sso c ia tio n , 1855-1859," I n te r 
n a t io n a l  Review fo r  S o c ia l H is to ry , I I I ,  195. For t h i s  m an ifesto  see 
Democratic F rien d s o f  a l l  N a tio n s , Address to  th e  F rien d s  o f  Humanity 
and J u s t ic e  among a l l  N ations (London: J .  C leave, 1845) and N orthern
S ta r .  February 1 , 1845. See a lso  Sm ith, R ad ica l A r t is a n , p . 59.
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Both th e  re fu g ees  and t h e i r  E ng lish  a l l i e s  f e l l  under a m essian ic  s p e l l

in  ex p ec tin g  momentous changes in  th e  p o l i t i c a l  and s o c ia l  s t ru c tu re s  o f
21England and v a rio u s  c o n tin e n ta l  c o u n tr ie s . This e x p ec ta tio n  encouraged 

an a lre ad y  e n th u s ia s t ic  le a d e rsh ip  to  form new o rg a n iz a tio n s  in  which 

in te rn a tio n a lis m  played  a c e n t r a l  p a r t ,  n o t an ad ju n c t r o le .  T heir a g i

t a t i o n  in troduced  in te rn a tio n a lis m  to  more E ng lish  w orkers th an  had th e  

e a r l i e r ,  in s u la r  E n g lish  groups.

In  1846 and 1847 two ty p es  of o rg a n iz a tio n s  v ied  fo r  th e  E ng lish  

w orkers’ p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  an in te m a t io n a l  la b o r movement. Each g ro u p 's  

p e rc ep tio n  o f th e  movement took  on th e  p h ilo so p h ie s  o f th e  re fu g ees  w ith  

whom i t  a s so c ia te d . C onsequently , n e i th e r  s id e  had much a f f i n i t y  fo r  

th e  o th e r .  Those on th e  l e f t  favored  th e  c re a tio n  o f a w ork in g -c lass  

le a d e rsh ip  fo r  th e  movement, b u t th e  " re sp e c ta b le ” groups d iscouraged  

such an i n i t i a t i v e  in  fav o r o f continued  a r i s t o c r a t i c  and m id d le -c la ss  

guidance. Thus, an a n a ly s is  o f th e se  o rg a n iz a tio n s  i s  e s s e n t ia l  fo r  

d e term in ing  t h e i r  s o c ia l  com position and th e i r  im pact upon th e  B r i t i s h  

la b o r  movement.

The F ra te rn a l  Democrats and th e  Dem ocratic Committee fo r  P o lan d 's
22R egeneration  re p re se n te d  th e  le f t-w in g  of th e  movement. The F ra te rn a l

21J .  L. Talmon, P o l i t i c a l  M essianism; The Romantic Phase (New 
York: F red e ric k  A. P ra e g e r , 1960) p re se n ts  th e  b e s t  e x p o s itio n  o f t h i s  
s u b je c t .

22These groups have rece iv ed  co n sid e rab le  a t te n t io n  from M arxist 
h i s to r ia n s .  Fedor R o th s te in , From Chartism  to  Labourism (London: M.
Lawrence, 1929) argues th a t  th e  F ra te rn a l Democrats were s tro n g  advocates 
o f p ro le ta r ia n  in te rn a tio n a lis m  and b e lie v e s  th a t  th e  C h a r t is ts  p layed an 
im portan t ro le  in  th e  movement; he r e l ie d  alm ost e n t i r e ly  upon r a d ic a l  
newspapers fo r  h is  so u rc e s . More re c e n tly , J u l iu s  B rau n th a l, H is to ry  of 
th e  I n te m a t io n a l  (2 v o l s . ;  New York: F red e rick  A. P raeg e r, 1967), I ,  73
la b e l s  th e  F ra te rn a l  Democrats th e  f i r s t  o rgan ized  ex p ressio n  o f w orking- 
c la s s  s o l id a r i ty .  Salme A. D u tt , "Chartism  and th e  F ig h t f o r  P eace ,"
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Democrats emerged from two m eetings th a t  were a tten d ed  by le ad in g  

dem ocrats o f a l l  p e rsu as io n s  from England, F rance , Poland, S w itze rlan d , 

th e  Germanies, I t a l y ,  I r e la n d , Sco tland  and Turkey. The f i r s t  g a th e rin g  

occurred  on September 22, 1845, in  th e  C ity  C h a r t is t  H a ll where th ey  met 

to  commemorate th e  French R evolution o f 1792. The second was h e ld  on 

February 9 , 1846, in  th e  White Conduit House in  London under th e  sponsor

sh ip  o f S ch ap p er 's  o rg a n iz a tio n . The d r iv in g  fo rc e  behind th e  F r a te rn a l  

Dem ocrats’ fo rm ation  was Harney, who d e liv e re d  th e  m ajor ad d resses  on 

th e se  evenings and s ta te d  th e  p h ilo so p h ic a l underp inn ings o f  t h e i r  a g i

ta t io n .  He s a id :  " I  am convinced th a t  t h i s  f r a t e r n a l  union could be

accom plished, i f  th e  le a d e rs  o f p u b lic  o p in io n  throughout Europe would 

work f a i t h f u l l y  to  t h e i r  m issio n . The cause o f th e  people in  a l l  coun

t r i e s  i s  th e  same—th e  cause o f la b o u r , enslaved  and plundered la b o u r ."
23He ended w ith  a  c a l l  f o r  th e  w orkers o f a l l  c o u n tr ie s  to  u n i te .  Admit

te d ly  he spoke b e fo re  audiences p r im a r i ly  c o n s t i tu te d  o f fo re ig n e rs ,  b u t a

Labour M onthly, XXI (June , 1939), 367-74 p la c e s  C hartism  and th e  F r a te r 
n a l Democrats f irm ly  w ith in  th e  concep ts o f in te rn a tio n a lis m  and democracy, 
which we t r a c e s  back to  R obesp ierre . Mary D avis, "The F orerunners o f th e  
F i r s t  I n te r n a t io n a l—th e  F ra te rn a l D em ocrats," Marxism Today, XV (F ebruary , 
1971), 50-60 p ro v id es  an e x c e lle n t overview  o f th e  so c ie ty  and contends 
th a t  i t  re p re se n te d  p ro le ta r ia n  in te rn a tio n a lis m  a t  i t s  b e s t .  I t  i s  th e  
most re a so n ab le  o f th e  M arx ist works. R ecen tly , a non-M arxist has e v a l
uated  th e se  s o c ie t i e s  and reached r a d ic a l ly  d i f f e r e n t  c o n c lu s io n s . For 
h is  summation see  W eisser, W orking-Class Movements, pp. 134-78. In  an 
e a r l i e r  a r t i c l e  he found th e  connection  between Chartism  and in te rn a t io n 
a lism  le s s  v a l id  than  th e  M arx ists  would adm it; see  W eisser, " C h a r t is t  
In te rn a tio n a lis m , 1845-1848," H is to r ic a l  J o u rn a l , XIV, 66: "The F ra te rn a l
Democrats were n o t ,  th e n , th e  most h ig h ly  developed C h a r t is t  le a d e rs  w ith  
a g re a t mass movement behind them, sw e llin g  b o ld ly  in  t h e i r  d ir e c t io n .
They were r a th e r  a foaming eddy, in  an unnav igab le , tu rb u le n t s e a ."
Where W eisser appears to  underestim ate  th e  C h a r t is t  connection . Ward, 
C hartism , pp. 197-98 concludes somewhat d i f f e r e n t ly :  "There now opened
a dram atic  p e rio d  o f C h a r t is t  h i s to r y ."

p. 3.
23Northern Star, September 27, 1845, p. 5 and February 14, 1846,
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few Englishmen were p re sen t and h is  views w ere a v a ila b le  to  a l l  through 

th e  r a d ic a l  p re s s .  His p o s it io n  was s ig n i f ic a n t  because i t  u n d e rlin ed  

th e  p r o le ta r ia n ,  s o c i a l i s t  o r ie n ta t io n  of th e  F r a te rn a l  Democrats. The 

nex t month th e  F r a te rn a l  Democrats formed th e  DCPR to  c o r r e la te  th e  

p re s su re  fo r  P o lish  freedom. This group o p e ra ted  as a subcomm ittee w ith  

a p ro p a g a n d is tic  o r ie n ta t io n .  Oddly enough, though, no P o les  were on

The F r a te rn a l  Democrats and th e  DCPR e n te r ta in e d  p ro le ta r ia n  

a t t i tu d e s  and appealed  to  th e  working c la s s .  T heir most s ig n if ic a n t  

m eetings were h e ld  to  commemorate p a s t  re v o lu tio n a ry  e v e n ts , such as th e  

y e a r ly  c e le b ra t io n  of th e  September 22, 1792, French R evolu tion  and th e  

November 29, 1830, u p r is in g  in  Poland. They met in  th e  evenings in  o rd e r 

to  a llow  w orkers to  a tte n d  and inc luded  enough en te r ta in m en t to  o f f e r  an 

a l te r n a t iv e  to  an o th erw ise  d rea ry  n ig h t .  The p ro sp ec t o f see in g  and 

h e a r in g , o r a c tu a l ly  conversing  w ith , an e x ile d  re v o lu tio n a ry  ac ted  a s  a  

magnet th a t  drew w orkers in to  th e  m eetin g s, a s  d id  th e  l ik e lih o o d  of l i s 

ten in g  to  a v a r ie ty  o f songs perform ed in  fo re ig n  languages by re fu g ees  

sometimes d re ssed  in  t h e i r  n a tiv e  garb . At tim e s , th e  s e r ie s  o f  monoto

nous, r e p e t i t io u s  speeches must su re ly  have t r i e d  th e  a u d ie n c e 's  p a tie n ce . 

Y et, th e  se r io u sn e ss  o f t h e i r  cause was p re sen te d  e a rn e s t ly  enough to  

prompt p a r t i c ip a t io n ,  however meager.

In  fo rm ally  o rg an iz ing  them selves, th e  F r a te rn a l  Democrats 

adopted r u le s .  The most s ig n if ic a n t  p o in ts  w ere: f o r  membership th e

endorsement o f  two o ld  members was re q u ire d ; people  l iv in g  o u ts id e  London 

were e l i g ib l e ;  dues were o n e -h a lf  penny a week; n on -a ttendance  fo r  a

^^Northem Star. March 28, 1846, p. 1.
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p erio d  o f  th r e e  months r e s u l te d  in  lo s s  o f  membership; s e c r e ta r ie s

re p re se n te d  each co u n try ; th e  Committee o f  S e c re ta r ie s  managed th e  organ

iz a t io n ;  and th e  o rd e r  o f b u s in e ss  fo r  m eetings commenced a t  8:00 p.m. 

T h e ir m otto was "A ll men a re  b re th re n "  and th e  u n d erly in g  ph ilosophy  was 

based upon p o l i t i c a l  e q u a l i ty ,  common ow nership o f th e  land  and i t s  

p ro d u c ts  and th e  condemnation o f h a tre d s  betw een n a tio n s . Such a program,

however slow to  emerge and however l im ite d  in  a p p ea l, r e f le c te d  th e  non-

25d e f e r e n t ia l ,  p o l i t i c a l  consc iousness o f i t s  fram ers .

The F r a te rn a l  Democrats sought to  p ro je c t  t h e i r  in te r n a t io n a l

ph ilosophy  upon th e  E ng lish  working c la s s .  They a ttem p ted  to  ach ieve  a 

s t a t e  o f c la s s  consc iousness amongst th e  w orkers by e x to l l in g  th e  v i r 

tu e s  o f s o l id a r i t y  o f peop les  and th e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  o f  i n t e r e s t s  o f workers 

throughout th e  w orld . Thus, th e y  reco rded  a c c u ra te  though i d y l l i c  

d e s c r ip t io n s  o f t h e i r  m eetings:

I t  i s  a  la rg e  room in  th e  W hite Conduit House, on th e  evening of 
September 2 1 s t .  I t  i s  alm ost n in e  o 'c lo c k ;  th e  rooms a re  b r ig h t ly  
i l lu m in a te d  w ith  g a s , th e  ta b le s  a re  f i l l e d  w ith  th e  good th in g s  
o f  th e  e a r th ,  around them a re  se a te d  men o f  a l l  c o u n tr ie s ,  y e t  th ey  
a re  as  one fam ily— th e  g re a t  fam ily  o f  m a n . 2 6

T ackling  t h i s  theme on a p r a c t i c a l  l e v e l ,  Harney w rote  an ad d ress  fo r

th e  F r a te rn a l  Democrats d u rin g  th e  h e ig h t o f th e  1846 war s c a re  between

B r i ta in  and th e  U nited  S ta te s  in  which he exhorted  th e  w orkers o f  bo th

c o u n tr ie s  to  oppose war because war only  b e n e f ite d  th e  p r iv i le g e d  c la s s e s .

He contended th a t  wars were more harm ful to  w orkers than  to  o th e rs  in

s o c ie ty  because th e  p r o l e t a r i a t  su s ta in e d  most o f th e  d e a th s  and p a id

25N orthern  S ta r , January  16, 1846, p . 6.
o r

I b i d . ,  O ctober 3 , 1846, p . 6.
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27most o f th e  ta x e s  used to  r e t i r e  th e  war d e b ts . On t h i s  p o in t he echoed

O’C onnor's views about th e  David U rq u h a r t 's  fo re ig n  p o lic y  movement in

1840. The i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t s '  o b je c t iv e  was th e  c re a tio n  o f a  b e t t e r

Europe, bu t th e  European d esp o ts  s to o d  in  th e  way. C onsequently , th e

in te r n a t io n a l i s t s  e v e n tu a lly  claim ed th a t  a  f r e e  Poland was a  p re lim in a ry

to  th e  achievem ent o f t h e i r  g o a l. P o la n d 's  freedom became a  p re c u rso r to

g re a te r  freedom in  England and o th e r  c o u n tr ie s .  But s in c e  R ussia  would

not w il l in g ly  re le a s e  th e  P o le s , a  " ju s t  war" was re q u ire d  to  accom plish

th i s  dream. As L in ton  s a id ,  th ey  r e je c te d  n o n - in te rv e n tio n  " . . .  because

th ey  hold th a t  th e  in te rv e n tio n  o f th e  s tro n g  to  save th e  weak from op p res-
28sio n  i s  a  d u ty  as much b in d in g  upon n a tio n s  as  upon in d iv id u a ls ."  Even 

Hamey f i n a l l y  accep ted  th e  need f o r  a  " ju s t  w a r."  A lthough he s t i l l  

thought war was a b h o rre n t, i t  looked b e t t e r  than  s la v e ry . In  an add ress  

th a t  he w rote f o r  th e  F r a te rn a l  Democrats and forw arded to  F o re ign  Sec

r e ta r y  P alm erston , he w ro te : "Our cause i s  th e  cause o f r ig h t  and
29j u s t i c e ,  p ro g ress  and freedom. Up then  men o f every  la n d ."

The F ra te rn a l  Democrats belong on th e  l e f t  o f th e  p o l i t i c a l  

spectrum . But how f a r  l e f t ?  Hamey l a id  down th e  s o c ie ty 's  p r in c ip le s  

in  th re e  c a te g o r ie s .  F i r s t ,  "A ll men a re  b re th r e n ,"  b u t k in g s , a r i s t o 

c r a ts  and o th e r  c la s s e s  m onopolizing p o l i t i c s  a re  u s u rp e rs . Second, "We 

b e lie v e  th e  e a r th  and a l l  i t s  n a tu r a l  p ro d u c tio n s  to  be th e  common prop

e r ty  o f a l l ;  . . . "  T h ird , "We condemn th e  'n a t i o n a l '  h a tre d s  which have 

h i th e r to  d iv id ed  mankind as bo th  fo o l i s h  and w icked; . . . "  B ut,

27N orthern  S ta r , March 14, 1846, p . 6.
9 0

I b i d . ,  March 28, 1846, p. 1 .
9 0 Ibid., December 12, 1846, p. 7 and January 16, 1847, p. 6.
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unchanged s in ce  h is  days in  th e  ELDA, Hamey a lso  drew in s p ir a t io n  from

R obespierre and Babeuf, and th e  r a d ic a l  phase o f th e  French R evolution 

30in  g e n e ra l. The L eft in  England a lso  found in s p ir a t io n  from Cromwel

l i a n  R epublicanism , a lthough  no re fe re n c e s  were made to  i t s  r a d ic a l  

elem ents such as th e  L e v e lle rs  and th e  D iggers who were p r a c t ic a l ly  

unknown in  t h i s  p e r io d . For example, a DCPR p o lic y  address a tta ck e d  

Palm erston fo r  a  weak show a g a in s t R ussian oppression  in  Poland. I t  

claim ed th a t  a tim e had e x is te d  when E ng lish  statesm en knew how to  a c t 

under such c ircu m stan ces , b u t now, "w orn-out" a r i s to c r a t s  ru le d  England. 

A lthough a r e tu rn  to  one-man r u le  was u n accep tab le , th e  good o ld  days

of O liv e r Cromwell o ffe re d  an a l t e r n a t iv e .  An in fu s io n  of th e  "young
31blood o f democracy" would c o r re c t  th e  p re sen t a r i s to c r a t i c  system . In

one of h is  more s t a r t l i n g  s ta te m e n ts , Harney a lso  invoked p a s t E ng lish

h is to r y  fo r  su p p o rt. He in te r tw in e d  a demand fo r  E ng lish  in te rv e n tio n

and w ar, i f  n e c e s s a ry ,to  h e lp  Poland w ith  a h i s t o r i c a l  condemnation of

Palm erston th a t  asked; "Men o f England, countrymen of Blake and Cromwell,

has i t  come to  t h i s ,  . . . [ a re  we] co n ten t o u rse lv e s  w ith  th e  craw ling

rem onstrance, th e  p i t i f u l ,  sneak ing , h y p o c r i t ic a l  p ro te s t  o f a w orn-out

32dandy a r i s to c r a t? "  The eq u a tio n  o f th e  dem ocratic men o f th e  n in e 

te e n th  cen tu ry  w ith  th e  P u r ita n s  o f th e  E n g lish  R evolution formed a 

cogent p lank  in  th e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t s '  appeal to  p u b lic  o p in io n .

30N orthern  S ta r , September 26, 1846, p . 7.

31Dem ocratic Committee f o r  Poland’ s R egeneration , The Seizu re  
o f Cracow. The Dem ocratic Committee fo r  P o lan d 's  R egeneration to  th e  
People o f G reat B r i ta in  and I re la n d  (London: n .p . ,  1846).

^^Northern Star. February 27, 1847, p. 7.
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Thus, i t  i s  u n fa ir  a t  t h i s  ju n c tu re  to  la b e l  th e  L e ft wing o f  

th e  in te rn a t io n a l  la b o r  movement as e i th e r  s o c i a l i s t  o r communist.

George L ichtheim  w r ite s  th a t  th e  two c ru c ia l  q u estio n s  in  th e  1840s th a t  

sep a ra ted  s o c i a l i s t s  from communists were th e  im portance o f th e  "Mountain” 

o f 1793-94 as  th e  p ro p er model fo r  th e  in e scap ab le  " p ro le ta r ia n  d i c t a to r 

sh ip"  b e fo re  th e  c la s s le s s  s o c ie ty  emerged and th e  ir r e le v a n c e  o f 

Jacobinism  to  th e  o rg a n iz a tio n  o f la b o r . The communist answered "yes" 

to  th e  f i r s t  q u estio n  and "no" to  th e  second; h is  was a  p r o le ta r ia n  

movement th a t  r e je c te d  th e  e x is t in g  s o c ia l  o rd e r . The s o c i a l i s t  rev e rsed  

h is  resp o n ses  to  th e se  q u e s tio n s ; h is  was a p h ila n th ro p ic  movement th a t  

c a lle d  fo r  p e ac e fu l re o rg a n iz a tio n  o f s o c ie ty . Y et, L ichtheim  reco g n izes  

in te rm e d ia te  p o s i t io n s .  Follow ers o f th e  B u o narro ti and B lanqui t r a d i 

t io n s  were a f r in g e  m in o rity  in  England, even among th e  re fu g e es . But 

th e  '" r e p u b lic a n  s o c i a l i s t '  ideo logy  which combined rep u b lican  democracy 

(bu t n o t Jacob in  d ic ta to r s h ip )  w ith  th e  aims o f  Labor" f i t s  th e  sk e tch

33drawn above of th e  in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r  movement p a r t ic ip a n ts  in  England.

Two f u r th e r  o b se rv a tio n s  about th e  L e f t  a re  in  o rd e r a t  t h i s  

p o in t. I t  appealed to  th e  p r o l e t a r i a t ,  o r more g e n e ra lly , th e  w orkers, 

to  ach ieve i t s  g o a ls  w ithou t m iddle c la s s  a s s is ta n c e . In  th a t  sense  i t  

came c lo se r  to  be in g  communist than  s o c i a l i s t ,  accord ing  to  L ich th e im 's  

a n a ly s is .  As dem onstrated above, th e  F ra te rn a l  Democrats appealed openly 

and d i r e c t ly  to  th e  w orkers. They tu rn ed  t h e i r  backs on secrecy  and 

r i t u a l ,  which c h a ra c te r iz e d  p r im itiv e  s o c ia l  movements, and became a 

modem s o c ia l  movement in  in fan cy . The mass fo llow ing  th a t  th e  F ra te rn a l

OO
George L ichtheim , A Short H is to ry  o f S ocialism  (New York; 

P raeger P u b lish e rs , 1970), pp. 52-55.
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Democrats sought was emerging in  th e  1850s, b u t p ro le ta r ia n iz a t io n  

occurred  slow ly  and m ostly  in  th e  N orth r a th e r  than  in  London where much 

o f th e  i n te r n a t io n a l i s t  e f f o r t  c o n ce n tra te d . The in te r n a t io n a l i s t s

34stood  l i t t l e  chance of success  u n t i l  p ro le ta r ia n iz a t io n  was com pleted.

With t h e i r  m odernity  came a d e s i r e  to  avoid m id d le -c la ss  

a s s is ta n c e  th a t  le ssen ed  th e i r  chance o f su ccess . I t  meant th a t  th ey  

were faced  w ith  th e  same problem th a t  th e  C h a r t is ts  had encountered; 

w hether o r n o t to  cooperate  w ith  th e  p a rliam en ta ry  r a d ic a ls  and t h e i r  

a l l i e s .  F a i lu re  to  do so led  to  en d le ss  id e o lo g ic a l  w rangling  between 

th e  L e ft and th e  re sp e c ta b le  m id d le -c la ss  m oderates who sought s im ila r  

o b je c t iv e s . The L i te r a ry  A sso c ia tio n  o f th e  F rien d s  o f Poland and th e  

P e o p le 's  I n te rn a t io n a l  League re p re se n te d  th e  " re s p e c ta b le s ."  The LAPP 

emerged a f t e r  th e  1830-31 P o lish  R ev o lu tio n . I t  argued th e  case  fo r  

P o lish  l ib e r a t io n  a s  a  p re c u rso r fo r  more reform  in  England, and a lthough  

i t  su rv ived  u n t i l  th e  1880s i t  accom plished l i t t l e .  Due to  i t s  e f f o r t s  

p a rliam en t vo ted  th e  P o lish  e x i le s  on i t s  l i s t s  an annual subsidy  of 

£10,000 u n t i l  1852. But the  o rg a n iz a t io n 's  philosophy  was so in  l i n e  

w ith  th e  a r i s t o c r a t i c  P rin ce  C za rto ry sk i th a t  th e  LAPP s e c re ta ry .  Lord 

Dudley S tu a r t ,  s tru c k  o f f  h i s  l i s t s  th o se  P o les  who a sso c ia te d  w ith  

Chartism  and o th e r  l e f t i s t  id e a s . Thus, th e  o rg a n iz a tio n  b e s t  p o s itio n e d  

to  h e lp  th e  P o lish  cause pursued a h ig h ly  p a r t is a n  approach. I t s  m eet

in g s  were h e ld  in  th e  a fte rn o o n , no t in  th e  even ings, r e s u l t in g  in  few.

See E r ic  Hobshawm's c h ap te r  on r i t u a l  in  s o c ia l  movements in  
h i s  P r im itiv e  R ebels (New York: W. W. Norton and Company, I n c . ,  1959),
pp. 150-74 and R ichard N. P r ic e ’s d is c u s s io n  o f  p ro le ta r ia n iz a t io n  o f 
th e  M anchester b r ic k la y e r s  in  h is  "The O ther Face of R e s p e c ta b il i ty :  
V iolence in  th e  M anchester Brick-M aking T rade, 1859-1870," P a s t and 
P re s e n t , no. 66 (F ebruary , 1975), 110-32.
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i f  any, w orkers a tte n d in g . I t s  membership was drawn from th e  e l i t e  o f

35s o c ie ty :  e a r l s ,  lo rd s  and gentlem en. The LAFP's b ia se s  were obv ious.

The P eo p le ’ s  In te rn a t io n a l  League was s l i g h t ly  c lo s e r  to  th e  

p r o le ta r ia n  o r ie n ta t io n  o f th e  F r a te rn a l  D em ocrats. U nlike th e  LAPP, 

th e  PIL was a  new o rg a n iz a tio n . A re s o lu t io n  passed  a t  a  December 16, 

1846, m eeting  o f m id d le -c la ss  r a d ic a ls  in  th e  N a tio n a l H a ll in  H olbom  

le d  to  th e  e s tab lish m en t o f th e  PIL on A p ril  28, 1847.^^ With a member

sh ip  fee  o f one s h i l l i n g  a y e a r , i t  in c lu d ed  on i t s  committee L in ton  as  

s e c re ta ry ,  James Watson, th e  r a d ic a l  C h a r t is t  p r in t e r ;  Thomas Cooper, 

th e  C h a r t is t ;  Douglas J e r r o ld ,  a man o f l e t t e r s ;  W. J .  Fox, an o ra to r  

o f th e  M anchester Scnool; and l a t e r  T. S. Duncombe, an M. P . ;  James 

S ta n s fe ld , a  law yer; P. A. T ay lo r, S r . ,  a  M anchester School man; Henry

V incen t, th e  t e e t o t a l  C h a r t is t ;  and R ichard  Moore, a woodcarver and one

37of th e  e a r ly  members o f th e  LWMA, and number o f o th e r s .  The m a jo r ity  

o f i t s  members came from th e  " re s p e c ta b le ” people  o f s o c ie ty , and many 

had p rev io u s  a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  th e  o ld  D em ocratic F rien d s o f a l l  N a tio n s.

as
L i t t l e  i s  a v a ila b le  f o r  th e  LAFP, b u t A. J .  P. T ay lo r, The 

Trouble Makers (Bloomington: In d ian a  U n iv e rs ity  P re s s , 1958), pp . 42-45
i s  a  good in tro d u c tio n . O therw ise, B rock, " P o lish  Democrats and E n g lish  
R a d ic a ls , 1832-1862," Jo u rn a l o f Modern H is to ry , XXV, 142, fo o tn o te  1, 
touches upon i t  and Tadeusz G rzebienow ski, "The P o lish  Cause in  England 
a Century Ago," S lavon ic  Review, ( J u ly , 1932), 81-87 i s  u s e fu l fo r  th e  
1830s. For th e  LAFP's guid ing  s p i r i t .  Lord Dudley S tu a r t ,  see  L e s lie  
Stephen and Sidney Lee, e d s . .  D ic tio n a ry  o f N a tio n a l Biography (22 v o l s . ;  
London: Oxford U n iv e rs ity  P re s s , 1959-60), XIX, 76-77.

36N orthern  S ta r . December 26, 1846, p . 2 . The h is to r io g ra p h y  
o f  th e  PIL i s  p r a c t i c a l ly  n o n -e x is te n t .  A b r i e f  g en era l in tro d u c tio n  i s  
found in  Sm ith, R ad ica l A r t is a n , pp. 59-62.

37 Sm ith, R adica l A r t is a n , p . 59; L in to n , Memories, p . 100; J .  L. 
Hammond and B arbara Hammond, James S ta n s fe ld  (London: Longmans, Green
and C o ., 1932), p . 23; and W. J .  L in to n , James Watson: A Memoir
(M anchester: Abel Heywood and Son, 1880).
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The P e o p le 's  I n te r n a t io n a l  League was M azzinian in  i t s  o r ig in s  

38and o b je c t iv e s . I t s  o b je c t iv e  was to  in flu en c e  B r i t i s h  fo re ig n  p o lic y  

by m arsh a llin g  p u b lic  o p in io n . I t s  members sought to  make " . . .  E ng lish 

men cognizant o f  th e  p ro c e sse s  through which th e  p ro g re ss iv e  d e s t in ie s  of 

Europe a re  being  worked o u t; so th a t  whenever European a f f a i r s  may c a l l

fo r  in te r fe re n c e ,  th ey  may be in  no doubt as to  th e  course  to  be p u r-  

39su ed ."  The em phasis on th e  m an ipu la tion  o f p u b lic  op in ion  was c e n tr a l  

to  a l l  in te r n a t io n a l  ph ilo so p h y . I t s  r h e to r ic  was in tended  to  r e s u l t  in  

th e  in te r fe re n c e  o f B r i ta in  on th e  c o n tin e n t to  f u r th e r  l i b e r a l  democracy. 

Y et, th e  League in s i s t e d  th a t  i t  d id  n o t c a l l  fo r  armed in te rv e n tio n ,

j u s t  fo r  E ng land 's  m oral su p p o rt fo r  "R igh t.

The PIL launched a p u b l ic i ty  campaign to  f u r th e r  i t s  g o a ls .

M azzini suggested  th a t  a r t i c l e s  defending  th e  PIL ought to  be se n t to

sym pathetic papers  and m entioned those  e d ite d  by J e r r o ld  and John 

S a u n d e r s . R e g u l a r  n o t ic e s  appeared in  Saunders' P e o p le 's  J o u rn a l , in  

W illiam  S h i r r e f s ' P e o p le 's  P re ss  and Monthly H is to r ic a l  Magazine and in  

George Jacob H olyoake 's  R easoner.^^  Copies o f t h e i r  f i r s t  ad d ress  were

38L in to n , European R epub licans, p . 61.
39Guiseppe M azzin i, L ife  and W ritings o f Joseph M azzin i, 1846-70 

(6 v o ls . ;  London: Smith, E ld e r and C o., 1864-70), V I, 288. This quote
i s  taken  from th e  "Address o f th e  Council o f  th e  P eo p le ’s I n te rn a t io n a l  
League" which i s  p r in te d  in  i t s  e n t i r e ty  in  th e  Appendix by M azzini; see 
pages 285-308. Sm ith, R ad ica l A r t is a n , p . 60 contends th a t  L in ton  had 
re w r it te n  M az z in i 's  d r a f t  e x te n s iv e ly  and th a t  M azzini f a i l e d  to  acknow
ledge  h is  s e rv ic e s .

^^M azzini, L ife  and W ritin g s , VI, 288, 297-98.

^^E. F. R ich ard s , e d . , M az z in i's  L e t te r s  to  an E ng lish  Family 
[th e  A sh u rs ts i ,  1844-1872 (3 v o l s . ;  London: John Lane, The Bodley Head,
1920-22), I ,  55-56.

^^People's Journal, April 10, 1847, p. 30; May 8, 1847, p. 38;
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sen t to  a l l  members o f P arliam en t and to  th e  e n t i r e  p re s s  o f England,

and, claim ed L in to n , i t  was p r in te d  in  many of th e  c o n tin e n ta l r a d ic a l

new spapers.*^ In  a d d itio n , L in ton  sought support among known sym pathizers

44through th e  use o f in fo rm ativ e  c i r c u la r s  ask ing  fo r  a s s is ta n c e .

As i t  was, by l a t e  1847 th e  PIL claim ed fo u r hundred members

and more than  a thousand sym path izers . But i t  su ffe re d  from f in a n c ia l

woes. The members’ e f f o r t s  con tinued  th roughout th e  re v o lu tio n a ry  plagued

y ea rs  o f 1848 and 1849, b u t i t  f in a l ly  d isp e rse d  in  1850. At th a t  tim e

M azzini urged th e  p a r t ic ip a n ts  to  go on to  o th e r  p ro je c ts .  L in to n ’ s

ex p lan a tio n  of i t s  demise p o in ted  ou t th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f m ain ta in in g

su s ta in e d  a c tio n ; some members thought a c tio n  unnecessary  and o th e rs

became in d i f f e r e n t .  The PIL, however, f a i l e d  to  gain  a  p ro le ta r ia n  

45fo llo w in g .

and May 22, 1847, p . 42. Copies o f  t h i s  l i t t l e - u s e d  jo u rn a l a re  a t  th e  
B r i t i s h  Museum. I t  was p u b lish ed  under th e  above t i t l e  from 1846 to  
1848 and then  became th e  P eo p le ’s and H ow itt’s  Jo u rn a l u n t i l  1851 when 
i t  ex p ired . Saunders came from the  H ethering ton-Jam es Watson c liq u e ; see  
Smith, R ad ica l A r t is a n , pp. 65-66. See a ls o  C arl Ray Woodring, V ic to ria n  
Sam plers: W illiam  and Mary Howitt (Lawrence: U n iv e rs ity  of Kansas P re s s ,
1952), pp. 115-43. P e o p le 's  P ress  and Monthly H is to r ic a l  M agazine, August, 
1847, pp. 210-22; September, 1847, pp. 242-45; and O ctober, 1847; pp. 272- 
73. R easoner. Vol. I I ,  1847, pp. 285-87; U t i l i t a r i a n  Record, 1847, p . 7. 
The l a t t e r  was pu b lish ed  in  co n ju n ctio n  w ith  th e  R easoner.

43L in to n , Memories, p . 101.

**W. J .  L in ton  to  [ ] , May 18, 1847, A. 9 , Cowen C ollec
t io n ,  C en tra l R eference L ib ra ry , N ew castle upon Tyne; "R eport o f a  P u b lic  
M eeting, h e ld  a t  th e  Crown and Anchor Tavern, S tran d , on Monday, Novem- ; 
h e r 15, 1847, 'To E xplain  th e  P r in c ip le s  and O bjects o f th e  P e o p le 's  
In te rn a t io n a l  L e a g u e ,'"  A. 13, I b id . ; and W. J .  L inton to  George Jacob 
Holyoake, November 12, 1847, No. 234, Holyoake C o lle c tio n , Holyoake 
House, M anchester.

*^Sm ith, R ad ica l A r tis a n , p . 62; R ich ard s , e d . ,  M azz in i's  L e t te r s ,  
I ,  144; and L in to n , Memories, p . 103.
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The " re s p e c ta b le s ” h indered  the  c re a t io n  o f a u n if ie d  

p ro le ta r ia n  in te r n a t io n a l  movement. They were su sp ic io u s  o f th e  lower 

o rd e rs  and sought to  guide them r a th e r  than  c o o p e ra te . Although they  

pursued th e  same o b je c t iv e  o f  P o lish  independence, they  eschewed p u b lic  

p re ssu re  from below. They argued th a t  a w ork in g -c lass  a g i ta t io n  th a t  

bordered on v io len ce  harmed the  P o lish  cause; on th a t  sco re  they  were 

c o rre c t because ex p erien ce  had shown th a t  re c e n t p u b lic  dem onstrations 

had accom plished l i t t l e  in  England. C onsequently , they cau tioned  th e i r  

weaker a l l i e s  to  p r a c t ic e  p a tie n c e  and, in  th e  c o r re c t  t r a d i t io n  o f 

E ng lish  R adica lism , a llow  them to  p re s su re  th e  government in  parliam en

ta ry  d e b a t e s . B u t  t h e i r  p re s su re  was so low key as to  h a rd ly  in f lu e n c e  

anyone. The o ld  R ad ica l Lord Brougham thought he had f u l f i l l e d  h is  duty 

sim ply by ask ing  the  government to  produce papers and correspondence— 

and lapsed  in to  s i le n c e  w hether o r  n o t th e  re q u e s t was g ra n te d . Lord 

Beaumont s c a rc e ly  exceeded Brougham in  d i l i g e n c e . I n  th e  Commons th e  

f ig h t  was c a r r ie d  by Joseph Hume, R. Monckton M ilnes and Dr. Bowring, a l l  

R ad ica ls . They argued e lo q u en tly  th e  case fo r  P o lish  freedom and d ecried  

P ru ss ia n , A u strian  and R ussian  v io la t io n s  o f th e  Vienna T rea ty , b u t 

always acqu iesced  to  th e  Government’ s defense of i t s  n o n -in te rv e n tio n

^^N orthern S ta r , May 9, 1846, p . 7 as re p r in te d  from th e  Morning 
A d v e r tis e r . % e Address o f the  L i te r a ry  A sso c ia tio n  o f the  F rien d s o f 
Poland to  th e  People o f G reat B r i ta in  and I r e la n d , drawn up by Lord 
Dudley S tu a r t  (London: E. D etkens, 1846) r e i t e r a t e d  the A ss o c ia tio n 's  
stand  and emphasized th e  g ro u p 's  d is l ik e  o f th e  Cracow M an ifesto , which 
was e n t i r e ly  too com m unistic.

47 H ansard 's . LXXXV (24 March-1 May, 1846), pp. 574-79; LXXXVII 
(4 June-24 J u ly , 1846), p . 1361; and LXXXVIII (27 Ju ly -28  August, 1846), 
pp. 602-19.
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p o l i c y . P e r h a p s ,  r a is in g  th e  su b je c t and hoping th a t  over a p e rio d  o f 

tim e th e se  calm in q u ir ie s  woul.d move th e  Government to  change i t s  p o lic y  

was th e  b e s t th a t  could be o b ta in ed . The in te r n a t io n a l i s t s  f u r th e r  to  

th e  l e f t  th ro u g h t more could be gained and looked to  th e  p re sen t no t 

th e  in d e f in i te  fu tu re .

The " re sp e c ta b le s "  p u b lic  m eetings f i t t e d  t h i s  p a t te rn .  For 

example, du ring  th e  h e ig h t o f th e  Cracow in s u r re c t io n  a g a in s t A u s tr ia  an 

LAFP a s so c ia te d  m eeting was c a l le d  to  co u n ter an immensely su c c e ss fu l 

s o ire e  th a t  th e  F ra te rn a l  Democrats and DCPR had sponsored. The Marquess 

o f Northampton took th e  c h a ir .  In  th e  aud ience  were: E a rl F itz w ill ia m ,

Lord W am c llf fe , th e  E a rl o f A rundel and S u rrey , Lord Dudley S tu a r t ,

R. Monckton M ilnes, Dr. Bowring, T. S. Duncombe, U rquhart and L t . C harles  

Sziilczew ski, th e  s e c re ta ry  of th e  LAFP. Speaker a f t e r  speaker found a 

v io la t io n  o f in te r n a t io n a l  law in  th e  A u stria n  annexation  o f Cracow.

Lord Beaumont suggested  th a t  England was a s  g u i l ty  as  A u s tr ia  and thought 

A u s tr ia  deserved punishm ent. What th a t  punishment was, though, he fo rg o t 

to  say . U rquhart s t r e s s e d  T urk ish  sympathy fo r  Poland. O thers o ffe re d  

e q u a lly  u n illu m in a tin g  speeches. They were harm less in t e r n a t io n a l i s t s  

compared to  men such as  Hamey o r  L in to n . The most e x c it in g  and produc

t iv e  a c t i v i t y  o f t h i s  p a r t i c u la r  g a th e rin g  occurred  a f t e r  i t s  com pletion 

when Major Beniowski, who p robably  p a r t ic ip a te d  in  th e  1839 Newport 

u p r is in g , a s sa u lte d  U rquhart who had charged him w ith  being  a R ussian

^^H an sa rd 's , LXXXVIII (27 Ju ly -2 8  August, 1846), pp. 815-38; 
XC (16 February-15 March, 1847), pp. 861-95, 1157-1224; XCI (16 M arch- 
26 A p r i l ,  1847), pp. 26-103. For Lord P a lm ers to n 's  m otives reg a rd in g  
Cracow see Ja sp e r  R id ley , Lord Palm erston (London: C onstable and
Company, 1970), pp. 428-29.
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49ag en t. N e v e rth e le s s , th e  " re sp e c ta b le s "  d id  manage to  keep th e  P o lish  

is su e  b e fo re  P a rliam e n t. But t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  o r ie n ta t io n  p rec luded  

s ig n i f ic a n t  co o p era tio n  w ith  th e  p ro le ta r ia n  o r ie n te d  wing o f th e  move

ment. That b a s ic  in te r n a l  problem was never overcome and on ly  in f r e 

q u en tly  was i t  smoothed over to  allow  tem porary common a c tio n .

One common ground d id  e x i s t ,  though. E ng lish  w o rk in g -c la ss  

in te rn a tio n a lis m  was t i e d  to  even ts on th e  c o n tin e n t .  I t  re a c te d  to  th e  

tre a tm en t d e a l t  ou t to  th e  workers in  Europe; th e  ebb and flow  o f the  

o rg a n iz a tio n s  formed in  England depended upon th e  p o l i t i c s  p ra c t ic e d  in  

P a r is ,  B e r lin , Vienna and S t. P e te rsb u rg . Three unconnected ev en ts  sp u rred  

th e  i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t s  to  a c t io n . Throughout th e  w in te r  o f 1845-46 S ir  

Robert P e e l, th en  Prime M in is te r , sought a  s e tt le m e n t o f th e  Oregon 

Q uestion w ith  th e  U nited  S ta te s .  The excitem ent g en era ted  by t h i s  p ro 

longed d is c u s s io n  c re a te d  an is su e  about which th e  F r a te rn a l  Democrats 

a g i t a t e d . T h e  even t most re sp o n s ib le  f o r  th e  f l u r r y  o f F r a te rn a l  

Democrat a c t i v i t y  was th e  Cracow in s u r re c t io n  o f  February  18-25 , 1846.

The u p r is in g , in s t ig a te d  by ag en ts  o f th e  P o lish  D em ocratic S o c ie ty , 

fu e le d  in te rn a tio n a lis m  in  E n g l a n d . R e p o r t s  o f th e  Cracow a f f a i r  f i r s t  

appeared in  th e  N orthern  S ta r  on March 14 and con tin u ed  th roughou t th e

49N orthern  S ta r , March 6 , 1847, p . 6. In  an 1840 pamphlet 
U rguhart had accused Beniowski of be ing  a  P o lish  agen t o f th e  R ussian  
Government and Beniowski now sought j u s t i c e .  For Beniowski see  Brock, 
"P o lish  Democrats and E n g lish  R ad ica ls , 1832-1862," Jo u rn a l o f Modem H is
to r y , XXV, 146-47 and H o v e ll, The C h a r t is t  Movement, pp. 176-77, 181-83, 
187.

^^N orthem  S ta r . March 7, 1846, p . 6. See Norman Gash, S i r  
R obert P e e l. The L ife  o f S ir  Robert P ee l a f t e r  1830 (London: Longman,
1972), pp. 500-504.

5 1 w eisse r, "The B r i t i s h  Working C lass  and th e  Cracow U p ris in g  o f 
1846," P o lish  Review, X II I , 3-19. See a lso  Lewis Namier, 1848: The Rev-
ovu tlon  of th e  I n t e l l e c tu a l s  (Garden C ity : Anchor Books, 1946), pp. 12-18.
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y ear and in to  1847. The F ra te rn a l  Democrats responded to  a d i r e c t  c a l l

fo r  support made by th e  P o lish  e x i le s  in  England. A P o lish  ad d ress  o f

March 12 c a l le d  upon Englishmen on th e  b a s is  o f  common i n t e r e s t s  to  a id  

5 2th e  P o le s . W ithout th e  Cracow in c id e n t i t  i s  u n lik e ly  th a t  th e  F ra

t e r n a l  Democrats could have advanced in te rn a tio n a lis m  as much as th ey  

d id . I t  i s  more l ik e ly  th a t  th ey  would n o t have even t r i e d .  The u p r is in g  

had th e  same e f f e c t  on th e  LAPP and th e  PIL. A th i r d  im petus to  i n t e r 

n a t io n a l i s t  a c t io n  was P alm erston ’s d e c is io n  to  in te rv e n e  m i l i t a r i l y  in  

co n ju n c tio n  w ith  Spain to  h e lp  th e  P ortuguese Queen M aria de G lo ria  pu t 

down th e  c i v i l  s t r i f e  in  her co u n try . A lthough he u l t im a te ly  convinced 

th e  E ng lish  r a d ic a ls  th a t  h is  a c tio n s  b e n e f i t te d  th e  Portuguese  r a d ic a ls  

by so f te n in g  th e  r e t r ib u t io n  d e a l t  them, th e  E n g lish  in te r n a t io n a l i s t

frowned upon h i s  in te rv e n tio n . P u b lic  m eetings and P a rliam en ta ry

53in q u ir ie s  r e s u l te d .

The purpose o f a l l  t h i s  a g i ta t io n  and form ing o f o rg a n iz a tio n s  

was to  o b ta in  a id  f o r  th e  s tru g g lin g  n a t i o n a l i t i e s  in  Europe. The 

" re sp e c ta b le s "  took  t h e i r  case  d i r e c t ly  to  P arliam en t and made l i t t l e  

headway. The o th e rs  had long s in ce  concluded th a t  n o th in g  could w i l l in g ly  

be gained  from th a t  body and worked to  c r e a te  a  mass fo llow ing  s im ila r  to  

th e  A nti-C om  League o r Chartism  of an e a r l i e r  p e rio d  in  o rd e r to  fo rc e  

th e  power s t r u c tu r e  to  change i t s  p o lic y . N a tu ra lly  they  tu rn e d  to  th e  

C h a r t is t  o rg a n iz a tio n  f o r  a s s is ta n c e .  Much o f th e  o rg a n iz a tio n a l h i s to r y

5 2 N orthern  S ta r , March 21, 1846, p . 1.
CO

N orthern  S ta r , June 12, 1847, p . 8 and June 19, 1847, p . 5 ; 
Hansard * s , XCIII (2 June-6 J u ly , 1847), pp. 22-24, 121-25, 260-61, 382- 
420 and 472-596. See a lso  R id ley , Lord P a lm erston , pp. 429-34.
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o f  in te rn a tio n a lis m  du rin g  t h i s  p e rio d  invo lved  th e  a ttem p t to  secu re  

th e  a lle g ia n c e  o f v a r io u s  C h a r t is t  le a d e rs .

I n te r n a t io n a l i s t  e f f o r t s  to  gain  C h a r t is t  p a r t ic ip a t io n  were 

m oderately  su c c e ss fu l. Some o f th e  co n v erts  d id  make a  profound d i f f e r 

ence to  th e  movement. One such man was P h il ip  McGrath, th e  P re s id e n t o f  

th e  C h a r t is t  E xecu tive , who jo in e d  th e  F ra te rn a l  Democrats on October 19, 

1846.^^ He rem ained a c t iv e  u n t i l  th e  e a r ly  1850s. Another was Henry 

H e th erin g to n . He had come to  C hartism  th rough a c a re e r  as a r a d ic a l  news

paperman in  th e  e a r ly  1830s and had spen t a s h o r t  tim e in  Belgium. He and 

John C leave, bo th  among th e  founders o f th e  LWMA, were c re d ite d  by H ovell 

w ith  in fu s in g  in  L ovett and George Jacob Holyoake th e  " . . . uncompromis

ing  f re e - th o u g h t o f re v o lu tio n a ry  F r a n c e . H e  lean ed  tow ards th e  

" re sp e c ta b le s "  bu t h i s  c o n tr ib u tio n  was c u t sh o r t by h is  death  in  1849.

A th i r d  adheren t was Holyoake. He was a  l i f e - lo n g  s o c i a l i s t  and was 

invo lved  in  th e  S e c u la r is t  movement. He moved a t  w i l l  among C h a r t i s t s ,  

i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t s  and re fu g e e s . In  th e  in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r  movement he 

g ra v ita te d  towards th e  s e c to r  to  which L in ton  belonged . S im ila r  to  many 

e a r ly  n in e te e n th -c e n tu ry  r a d ic a l s ,  Holyoake p u b lish ed  o r e d ite d  a number 

o f jo u rn a ls  and f re q u e n tly  opened h is  columns to  th e  in te r n a t io n a l i s t s .^ ^

^^N orthem  S t a r . O ctober 24, 1846, p . 7. For h is  b iography see 
R eynolds’s P o l i t i c a l  I n s t r u c to r , A p ril  20, 1850, p . 185.

^^See H ovell, The C h a r t is t  Movement, pp. 56-58, 308 and R. G. 
Gammage, The H is to ry  o f  th e  C h a r t is t  Movement, 1837-1854 (London: M erlin
P re s s , 1969), p. 7 f o r  c h a ra c te r  sk e tc h e s . The o ld e r  b io g ra p h ie s , which 
a re  weak, a re  George Jacob Holyoake, The L ife  and C harac te r o f Henry 
H ethering ton  (London: J .  Watson, 1849) and Ambrose G. Baker, Henry
H e th erin g to n , 1792-1849 (London: The P io n eer P re s s , n . d . ) .

Joseph McCabe, L ife  and L e tte r s  o f George Jacob Holyoake (2 
v o l s . ;  London: W atts and C o., 1908). See a lso  George Jacob Holyoake,
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Of g re a te r  s ig n if ic a n c e  to  th e  L e ft in  th e  in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r  

movement was th e  conversion  o f E rn es t Jo n es . From an a r i s t o c r a t i c  back

ground, th e  m u lt i - l in g u a l  Jones re c e iv e d  h is  education  in  H o ls te in , where 

h is  f a th e r  had r e t i r e d .  A fte r  the  fam ily  re tu rn e d  to  London in  1838,

Jones p layed th e  young m an-about-tow n, dabbled in  l i t e r a r y  c i r c l e s  and 

en te red  th e  le g a l  p ro fe s s io n  in  1844. Facing se r io u s  f in a n c ia l  problems 

as a r e s u l t  o f having  bought a coun try  e s ta te  and f i n a l ly  going bankrupt 

in  1846, Jones was converted  to  C hartism , so he w ro te , by chancing upon a  

copy o f th e  N orthern  S ta r  in  th e  w in te r  o f 1845. He ra p id ly  ro se  to  a 

p o s it io n  o f le a d e rsh ip  and became one o f th e  most prom inent advocates o f 

p ro le ta r ia n  in te rn a tio n a lis m . He adopted a  s o c i a l i s t  ph ilo sophy  and moved 

e a s i ly  in  re fu g ee  c i r c l e s .  During th e  1850s he s tro v e  to  m ain ta in  o rg an 

ized  C hartism , e v e n tu a lly  f a l l i n g  out w ith  o th e r  le a d e r s ,  and became th e  

forem ost advocate , a f t e r  H am ey, o f  E ng lish  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  an i n t e r 

n a tio n a l  la b o r  movement. The P e o p le 's  P aper, which he e d ite d  between 1852 

and 1858, served  him on b o th  causes. He was g rad u a lly  convinced o f  th e

im p o s s ib il i ty  o f  an independent w o rkers ' movement and r e t i r e d  in  m idd le-

57c la s s  r e s p e c ta b i l i ty  as a  b a r r i s t e r  in  M anchester.

S ix ty  Years o f an A g i ta to r 's  L ife  (2 v o ls . ; London; T. F ish e r  Unwin, 1892) 
and Bygones Worth Remembering (2 v o l s . ;  T. F ish e r  Unwin, 1905). Of some 
value  i s  R ichard  J .  H in ton , E ng lish  R ad ica l Leaders (New York: G. P.
Putnam 's Sons, 1875), pp. 256-71. A b iography  th a t  appeared too  l a t e  fo r  
use in  t h i s  s tudy  i s  Lee E. G rugel, George Jacob Holyoake (P h ila d e lp h ia : 
Porcupine P re s s , 1976).

^^The b e s t  b iography o f Jones i s  John S e v i l le ,  E rn es t Jo n e s : 
C h a r tis t  (London: Lawrence and W ish art, L t d . ,  1952), a lthough  Cole,
C h a r tis t  P o r t r a i t s , pp. 337-57 p ro v id es  a good account to o . E a r l i e r  and 
s h o r te r  accounts o f  h is  l i f e  a re  found in  [James C ro s ley ], E rnest Jo n es .
Who i s  he? What has he done? (M anchester; A. Heywood and Son and Reform 
League, 1868); F red e ric k  L eary, The L ife  o f E rn es t Jones (London: Demo
c ra t  P u b lish in g  O ff ic e , 1887); David P. D avies, A Short Sketch o f th e  L ife
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The cause o f Poland was n ear to  h is  h e a r t .  In  1831 he had s e t

out from H o ls te in  fo r  Poland to  h e lp  in  th e  in s u r r e c t io n ,  b u t m erely

58wandered about l o s t  f o r  th re e  d ay s . In  1846 he flu n g  h im se lf in to  th a t  

cause w ith  abandon. H is d ia ry  shows th a t  he re g u la r ly  a tten d ed  th e  meet

ings o f th e  DCPR and became i t s  permanent chairman on J u ly  18, 1846.

59L o g ic a lly , he a lso  jo in e d  th e  F ra te rn a l  Democrats.

I n te r n a t io n a l i s t  e f f o r t s  to  convert Feargus O’Connor f a i l e d ,  

however. A lthough he was a  demagogue coated  w ith  b la rn e y , O 'C onnor's 

charism a had p ro p e lle d  him to  dominance in  th e  C h a r t is t  movement by th e  

m id-1840s. He was and rem ained to  th e  end a confirm ed B r i t i s h  n a t io n a l

i s t . ^ ^  D esp ite  a llow ing  h is  s u b -e d ito r  Hamey a  f r e e  hand to  in c lu d e  a 

co n s id e rab le  amount o f in te r n a t io n a l  news in  th e  pages o f th e  N orthern  

S ta r ,  O'Connor was le s s  a t  peace w ith  in te rn a tio n a lis m  than  W eisser sug

g e s ts .  Even though he became th e  F ra te rn a l  Dem ocrats' T rea su re r , he

And Labours of E rn est Jones (L iverpoo l: The " Jo u rn a l o f Commerce," 1897);
and W. H. M ainwaring, "E rn es t Jones: C h a r t i s t ,"  P le b s , XI (March,
1919), 21-23. See a lso  George Howell, MSS. E rn est Jones B iography, 3 
v o l s . ,  Howell C o lle c tio n , B ishopsgate  I n s t i t u t e ,  London. An abridged  
s e le c t io n  o f i t  appeared in  th e  Newcastle Weekly C hron ic le  between 
January 1 and O ctober 8 , 1898; fo r  a  pastebook copy of i t  see  George 
Howell, E rn est Jo n es , th e  C h a r t is t ,  Howell C o lle c tio n .

58 S a v ll le ,  E rn es t Jo n es ; C h a r t is t  * p . 13,

^^May 20, 1846, Ju ly  6 , 14, 20, 1846, " Jo n e s ' D ia ry ,"  1844-47, 
M anchester P u b lic  L ib ra ry ; May 20, 1846, "E rnest Jones D ia ry ,"  1844-47, 
Howell C o lle c tio n ; and N orthern S ta r ,  May 23, 1846, p. 7.

^^W eisser, W orking-Class Movements, pp. 150-54; fo r  g re a te r  d e t a i l  
see  h is  a r t i c l e  "The Role o f Feargus O 'Connor," Rocky Mountain S o c ia l 
Science Jo u rn a l, VI, 82-90. A re c e n t b u t inadequate  b iography of O'Connor 
th a t  devotes l i t t l e  a t te n t io n  to  h is  in te rn a tio n a lis m  i s  Donald Read and 
E ric  Glasgow, Feargus O 'Connor. Irishm an and C h a r t is t  (London: Edward
A rnold, 1961).
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re ta in e d  h is  sk ep tic ism  about th e  v a lu e  o f in te rn a tio n a lis m .^ ^  At th e

f i r s t  a n n iv e rsa ry  c e le b ra t io n  o f th e  F ra te rn a l  Democrats O'Connor

vehem ently o b jec ted  to  th e  c a l l s  fo r  p r o le ta r ia n  c la s s  consciousness th a t

Schapper and Hamey o f f e re d . O'Connor championed th e  s u p e r io r i ty  o f  th e

E n g lish . He compared th e  French R evo lu tion  o f 1793 w ith  th e  C h a r t is t

movement and concluded th a t  th e  l a t t e r  would succeed where th e  form er

f a i le d  because th e  French had h a s t i l y  taken  up arms w h ile  th e  C h a r t is ts

p repared  them selves by ig n o rin g  v io le n c e . H is message was th a t  p o l i t i c a l

l i b e r t y  must p recede  s o c ia l  e q u a l i ty .  W eisser in te rp re te d  t h i s  speech as

62an ex cep tion  fo r  an o th e rw ise  c o n c i l ia to r y  O'Connor. R a th er, i t  was 

th e  crux of h is  p o s i t io n .  In te rn a tio n a lis m  to  O'Connor was an i r r i t a n t ,  

a  p loy  fo r  a t t e n t io n  by men l e s s e r  th an  h e . He could  a f fo rd  to  be t o l e r 

a n t o f  i t  b e fo re  1848. T o leran ce— even amusement—n o t "p eacefu l c o e x is t

e n ce ,"  b e s t  d e sc r ib e s  h is  r e a c t io n .  L a te r  when h i s  h o ld  on Chartism  

began to  s l i p  he la sh e d  o u t a t  th e  in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r  movement and f i r e d  

Harney fo r  be ing  too  cosm opolitan .

In  s p i t e  o f th e  common knowledge o f O 'C onnor's d o u b ts , th e  

in t e r n a t io n a l i s t s  sought h i s  good w i l l .  For example, in  Ju ly  1846 he 

d e fe a te d  Hobhouse, th e  Whig c a n d id a te , on a show o f  hands a t  th e  h u s t in g s , 

b u t d id  n o t go to  th e  p o l l .  Marx and Engels s e n t him a l e t t e r  o f  co n g ra t

u la t io n s  in  which th e y  p ra is e d  h is  paper as th e  on ly  dem ocratic  paper in  
63England. T h e ir a c t io n  was a p a r t  o f th e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t s '  sea rc h  fo r  

su p p o rt.

^^N orthem  S ta r ,  June 6 , 1846, p . 1.
^^N orthern S ta r ,  September 26, 1846, p . 7; W eisser, W orking-Class 

Movements, p. 154.
63Northern Star, July 25, 1846, p. 1.



34
An o rg a n iz a tio n a l s t r u c tu r e  and a mass fo llow ing  were n e ce ssa ry

fo r  th e  in t e r n a t io n a l i s t s  to  succeed . T h e ir purview  extended beyond

London. A p ro v in c ia l  p r o s e ly t iz in g  e f f o r t  began a f t e r  a  September 9 ,

1846, m eeting of th e  DCPR. That committee im pressed th re e  C h a r t i s t s ,  who

were about to  go on speak ing  to u r s ,  to  a c t  as i t s  re p re s e n ta t iv e s  and

e n r o l l  members in  th e  c o u n try s id e . C h ris to p h er Doyle s e t  o u t fo r  S co tlan d ,

64and McGrath and Thomas C lark  went to  th e  E nglish  c o u n try s id e . By l a t e  

November c o n s id e ra b le  p ro g ress  was ach ieved : new members were e n ro lle d

in  M anchester, Glasgow, G reenock, A lexandria  in  th e  Vale o f  Leven, Ender- 

l i e ,  Johnstone n e a r P a is le y , L in lith g o w , F a lk ird , H am ilton, A lva, 

T i l lo c o u l te y , and C r ie f f .  Thus, S co tland  had i t s  quo ta  o f  in te rn a t io n 

a l i s t s .  S c o tt is h  s in c e r i t y  ra n  as  deep as th a t  o f  t h e i r  E n g lish  co u n ter

p a r t s .  T h e ir p a r t i c ip a t io n  in  th e  movement, though peaking  and slum ping 

more prom inently  th an  in  England, l a s t e d  w e ll in to  th e  1 8 5 0 s . N u m b e r s  

were sm all, b u t en thusiasm  was h ig h . So long as a  fo re ig n  is s u e  p re v a ile d  

th e  e stab lish m en t o f p ro v in c ia l  com m ittees was p o s s ib le .

In  a d d itio n  to  th o se  l i s t e d  above, th e  f i r s t  annual r e p o r t  of 

th e  DCPR recorded  ad h eren ts  in  Aberdeen, Dundee, Edinburgh, D um fries, 

C a r l i s le ,  N ew castle upon Tyne, S h ie ld s , Sunderland, H u ll, Leeds, Brad

fo rd , H u d d e rsf ie ld , H a lifa x , B arn sley , S h e ff ie ld , L iv e rp o o l, P re s to n , 

B olton , Oldham, A shton, R ochdale, N ottingham , Derby, L e ic e s te r ,  Northamp

to n , B ath, B r i s to l ,  B rig h to n , Southampton, I s l e  o f W ight, Norwich, E xeter

^^N orthern  S ta r , September 12 , 1846, p . 7.

^^N orthem  S ta r .  November 28 , 1846, p . 1 
66A lexander W ilson, The C h a r t is t  Movement in  S co tland  (M anchester: 

M anchester U n iv e rs ity  P r e s s ,  1970), pp. 259-61.
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and " a l l  o th e r  p lace s  in  England, S co tland  and I r e l a n d . U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  

a  r e g i s t e r  o f members was no t p r in te d . The committees were co n cen tra ted  

in  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  r a d ic a l  and C h a r t is t  a re a s ;  th e  S c o ttis h  Lowlands, 

th e  m anufacturing  d i s t r i c t s  around M anchester in  L an cash ire , th e  new 

in d u s t r i a l  c i t i e s  in  w est Y orksh ire  and in  N ew castle upon Tyne. I n te r 

n a tio n a lism , th e re fo re ,  had much in  common w ith  re c e n t C hartism , and 

through th a t  connection  th e  movement's id eas  ach ieved  a  w ider d issem ina

t io n  than  o th e rw ise  would have been p o s s ib le . That was a  p re lim in a ry  fo r  

o rgan ized  a g i ta t io n  w ith  any hope o f su ccess .

E qually  as b a s ic  was th e  problem o f i n s t i l l i n g  in te rn a tio n a lis m  

in  th e  m asses. The C h a r t is t  experience  and th e  A nti-C orn Law a g i ta t io n  

provided th e  model fo r  th e  i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t s .  A ll  in te r n a t io n a l  o rg an i

z a tio n s  pursued t h e i r  goals through th e  p ro p a g a n d is tic  mediums of th e  

p u b lic  m eeting  and th e  w r i t te n  word. In  th e  m eetings and th e  te a  p a r t ie s  

t h e i r  id e as  were expounded to  th e  f a i t h f u l  and th e  cu rio u s  in  a  f r ie n d ly  

atm osphere and done so fre q u e n tly  by prom inent re fu g e e s . To reach  la rg e r  

audiences th e  newspaper and th e  pam phlet were u t i l i z e d .  Both were t r a 

d i t io n a l  r a d ic a l  te ch n iq u es . Committee m eetings as w e ll as  p u b lic  c e le 

b ra t io n s  were p u b lic iz e d . The in t e r n a t io n a l i s t s  p laced  g re a t f a i t h  in  

t h e i r  m a n ife s to s . These documents were is su e d  to  e x p la in  a  p a r t ic u la r  

g ro u p 's  ph ilo so p h y , to  a d v ise  th e  working c la s s  about a  p a r t ic u la r

in te r n a t io n a l  problem , to  commemorate p a s t re v o lu tio n s  and to  c i r c u la te

68re c e n t re v o lu tio n a ry  id e a s . Because th ey  had easy  access  to  v a rio u s

^^N orthern S ta r ,  A p ril 10, 1847, p . 1 .

68For examples o f th e se  ad d resses  th a t  were pub lished  in  th e  
N orthern S ta r  see  i t s  numbers fo r  March 14, 1846, March 28, 1846, and 
December 5 , 1846. For examples o f pam phlets s e e : P o lish  Democrats,
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r a d ic a l  newspapers and p r in t e r s ,  p u b lic  knowledge o f t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  

and id eas  was r e a d i ly  a v a ila b le  and d issem in a tio n  posed l i t t l e  problem 

fo r  them.

The m ajor d i f f i c u l t y  th a t  confron ted  them was convincing th e  

E nglish  worker th a t  a  common bond o f i n t e r e s t  e x is te d  between h im se lf and 

h is  c o n tin e n ta l  c o u n te rp a r t. Hamey a tta ck e d  th i s  problem on a  p r a c t ic a l  

le v e l .  B efore C h a r t is t  aud iences he p ra is e d  th e  P e o p le 's  C h arte r . On 

one occasion  he argued th a t  th e  trium ph o f th e  C h arte r " . . .  would be 

th e  s a lv a t io n  o f m ill io n s  th roughout E u r o p e . T h u s ,  th e  id e a  was 

in troduced  th a t  a  connection  e x is te d  between th e  C h arte r and in te r n a t io n a l  

freedom. This concept became one o f c e n t r a l  im portance to  in te r n a t io n a l

i s t  wooing of E ng lish  w orkers. I t  was a  n a tu r a l  b r id g e  between C hartism  

and in te rn a tio n a lis m . H arney 's  approach found b o th  accep tance and r e je c 

t io n  among Englishmen. One James F is h e r ,  l iv in g  in  B radfo rd , W ilts h ire , 

w rote to  th e  DCPR: "L et th e re  become a  democracy and Poland s h a l l  n o t

long be th e  v ic tim  of h e re d i ta ry  b u tc h e r s ."  But a James Brown of 

P res to n , L anchasire  w ro te : N e ith e r  a id  o r  a g i ta t io n  fo r  Poland were

ad v isa b le ; in d if fe re n c e  was n o t th e  problem , b u t th e  m isery  o f th e  working 

c la s s  in  P res to n  w as.^^ Convincing E ng lish  w orkers th a t  th e  wrongs done 

to  fo re ig n  workers were r e la te d  to  t h e i r  own p o l i t i c a l  and economic 

s u f fe r in g s  remained th e  u n so lv ab le  r id d le  th a t  confron ted  th e  i n t e r 

n a t io n a l i s t s .

S ix teen th  A nniversary  o f th e  R evo lu tion  o f November 29, 1830 (London; 
n . p . ,  1846) and Dem ocratic Committee fo r  P o la n d 's  R egenera tion , The 
S eizu re  o f Cracow. The Dem ocratic Committee fo r  P o lan d 's  R egeneration  
to  th e  People o f G reat B r i ta in  and I re la n d  (London: n . p . ,  1846).

^^N orthem  S ta r .  June 19, 1847, p . 5.

70ibid., July 17, 1847, p. 2.
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The appeal pu t to  th e  "men in  f u s t ia n  ja c k e ts "  challenged  them 

to  broaden t h e i r  ho rizons because p o l i t i c a l  and s o c ia l  problems in  th e  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t s ’ vocabulary  were u n iv e rs a l  in  n a tu re , as were th e  so lu 

t io n s .  Yet th e  problem was to  d e sc rib e  u n iv e rs a l  is su e s  in  term s th a t  

were com prehensible to  th e  E ng lish  w orker. The ex p ec ta tio n s  fo r  I t a l i a n  

u n i f ic a t io n  th a t  were r a is e d  by th e  e le c t io n  o f th e  l i b e r a l  Pope P ius IX 

f i l t e r e d  in to  th e  in te r n a t io n a l i s t  program and o ffe re d  Jones an opportun

i t y  to  b rid g e  th e  gap. At a  p u b lic  m eeting , m ostly  o f w orkers, h e ld  in  

th e  E as te rn  I n s t i t u t e ,  Commercial Road, in  Tower H am lets, Jones moved a  

r e s o lu t io n  approving th e  acce ss io n  o f  P ius IX. He s a id :

Men of F rance, I t a ly  and Germany—L ib e rty  i s  a  t r e e  o f long  growth 
in  England. I t  was p la n te d  a t  Runnymede; i t  was sunned by th e  f i r e s  
o f S m ith fie ld ; i t  was w atered  by th e  b lood of M arston Moor, and th e  
v e in s  o f C h arles ; i t  was fanned by th e  p ra y e rs  o f th e  P u r i ta n , and
dewed by th e  te a r s  o f th e  E x ile s  [John F r o s t ] — and now i t  i s
b eg inn ing  to  bloom beneath  th e  fo s te r in g  hand o f th e  C h arte r .

By ap p ea lin g  to  h is to r y  Jones drew upon an ex p erien ce  o f a l l  p eo p les : in

th e  dim p a s t despotism  e x is te d  everywhere. I f  England could escape th e

w orst o f th e  o p p re ss io n , then  s u re ly  o th e rs  could and who cou ld  b e s t  le a d

th e  e f f o r t s  o f o th e rs  to  ach ieve  freedom? The E ng lish  worker w ith  h is

C h arte r . Though o ffe n s iv e  to  some e x i le s ,  h is  r a t io n a l iz a t i o n  must su re ly

have appealed to  th e  most downtrodden E ng lish  w orker in  th e  aud ience.

Convincing th e  E nglish  worker th a t  he had a p lace  in  th e  

in te r n a t io n a l  movement was d i f f i c u l t .  M ain tain ing  in t e r e s t  among th e  

f a i t h f u l  was h a rd ly  le s s  fo rm idab le . Formal o rg a n iz a tio n s  and p u b lic  

m eetings c o n s t i tu te d  th e  obvious i n i t i a l  methods f o r  keeping up enthusiasm . 

A nother p r a c t ic e  was th e  use o f  th e  re fu g e es ; few in te r n a t io n a l  m eetings

^^Northem Star, October 16, 1847, p. 1.
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w ere com plete w ith o u t a quota o f European e x i le s  on th e  s p e a k e r 's  s ta n d .

An awareness o f  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f v a r io u s  c o n tin e n ta l  re v o lu tio n a ry

s o c ie t ie s  a lso  encouraged th e  i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t s  in  England. Thomas F ro s t ,

a  C h a r t is t  and a  ca su a l p a r t i c ip a n t  in  th e  in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r  movement,

no ted  th a t  a r e g u la r  correspondence was m ain ta ined  between th e  F ra te rn a l

72D em ocrats•and v a rio u s  European s e c r e t  s o c i e t i e s .  In  O ctober 1846 Engels 

req u ested  of Ham ey th a t  he  w r i te  f re q u e n tly  to  Marx and o th e r  communists
73 ....

in  B ru sse ls . This correspondence r e s u l te d  in  a  common e x h o r ta tio n  to

f u r th e r  th e  in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r  cau se .

The Cracow u p r is in g  o f fe re d  examples o f t h i s  in te r n a t io n a l

communication. The DCPR s e n t an a d d re s s , d a ted  Ju ly  16, 1846, e n t i t l e d

"To th e  E le c to rs  o f  F ran c e ,"  which adv ised  th e  French to  h e lp  th e  E ng lish

74c re a te  an independent P oland. A lthough o s te n s ib ly  fo r  French consump

t io n ,  and pu b lish ed  in  th e  P a r is ia n  La Réforme, th e  response  accorded i t  

came from th e  P o lish  e x i le s  l iv in g  in  F rance in  th e  form of t h e i r  own 

ad d ress  to  th e  F r e n c h . F u r t h e r m o r e ,  th e  P o les  in  France r e p l ie d

d i r e c t ly  to  th e  DCPR w ith  a  warmly-worded a d d re ss , which was signed  by

76Joseph Wysocki and V ic to r Heilman a t  V e r s a i l le s .  The w o rst f e a rs  o f 

th e  E ng lish  " re s p e c ta b le s " — in te r n a t io n a l  re v o lu tio n a ry  co n sp iracy —

72Thomas F ro s t ,  F o rty  Y ears ' R ec o lle c tio n s  (London: Sampson
Low, M arston, S e a r le , and R iv in g to n , 1880), p . 126.

73K arl Marx and F re d r ic k  E ng e ls , C orrespondence, 1846-1895, 
t r a n s .  and ed . by Donna T orr (London: M artin  Lawrence, L td . ,  1934),
p . 4 .

^^N orthern  S ta r , Ju ly  25, 1846, p . 7.

I b i d . , August 1 , 1846, p . 7.

^ ^ T b id ., August 15, 1846, p . 7.
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rem ained unconfirm ed, b u t th e  p o te n t ia l  e x is te d .  The e la b o ra tio n  o f 

th e se  common o b je c t iv e s  h e a rten e d  th e  i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t s  in  England and 

enabled them to  seek  t h e i r  g o a ls  w ith  g r e a te r  d e te rm in a tio n .

In  o rd e r  to  cement th a t  common bond a  new techn ique  was 

i n i t i a t e d  in  l a t e  1847. Prom inent fo re ig n  in t e l l e c t u a l s  were In tro d u ced  

to  E ng lish  au d ien ces. Marx p ro v id es  th e  b e s t  example o f t h i s  endeavor. 

Hamey r e f e r r e d  to  Marx a t  a  p u b lic  m eeting a t  th e  Crown and Anchor 

Tavern on th e  evening o f  O ctober 25. Two hundred C h a r t is ts  a tte n d ed  and 

heard  h is  s t a t e m e n t . M a r x  was then  a le a d in g  member o f th e  d em o cra tic - 

re v o lu tio n a ry  D em ocratic A sso c ia tio n  th a t  had been e s ta b lis h e d  in  

B ru s se ls . I t  was formed on September 27, 1847, to  c o u n te rac t an i n t e r 

n a t io n a l  congress of f r e e  t r a d e r s  th a t  had met in  B ru sse ls  from Septemr 

b e r 16 to  18 and " to  show th e  f r a t e r n iz a t io n  o f w orkers o f v a r io u s  

c o u n tr ie s .

Marx came to  London in  November to  a tte n d  th e  second congress o f 

th e  Communist League. The D em ocratic A sso c ia tio n  au th o rized  him to  

e s ta b l i s h  c o n ta c t w ith  th e  F r a te r n a l  D em ocrats. He spoke b e fo re  h i s  

f i r s t  E n g lish  aud ience  under th e  guidance o f th e  F ra te rn a l  Democrats and 

th e  DCPR. At th e  a n n iv e rsa ry  c e le b ra t io n  o f  th e  P o lish  R evo lu tion  o f 1830, 

h e ld  on November 29, 1847, Marx, speak ing  in  German, emphasized th e  need 

fo r  a  " . . . congress o f  w orking men, to  e s ta b l i s h  l i b e r t y  a l l  over th e  

w orld" and p ra is e d  th e  C h a r t is ts  a s  th e  " r e a l  dem ocrats" o f England.

P a r ts  o f h is  speech w ere t r a n s la t e d  in to  E n g lish  f o r  th e  N orthern  S ta r

^^N orthern S ta r , O ctober 30, 1847, p . 1.
78W alter H aenisch, "K arl Marx and th e  Dem ocratic A sso c ia tio n  o f 

1847," Science and S o c ie ty , I I  (W inter, 1937), 85-86.
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r e a d e r s . 79 Harney c a r e fu l ly  toned down th e  t r a n s la t io n  o f M arx's 

hardheaded adv ice  about the  p roper p lace  fo r  E n g lish  w o rk ing -c lass  a g i

ta t io n ,  bu t from an o th er source M arx's e x ac t sen tim en ts  a re  a v a ila b le :

Poland, th e re fo re ,  must be f re e d , n o t in  Poland» b u t in  England.
You C h a r t is ts  should  not express p io u s  w ishes fo r  l ib e r a t io n  o f 
n a t io n s . D efeat your own enemies a t  home and th en  you may be 
proudly  conscious o f having d efeated  th e  o ld  o rd e r in  i t s
e n t i r e t y ."80

N e v e rth e le s s , th e  F ra te rn a l  Democrats th e r e a f te r  m ain tained  a

correspondence w ith  th e  Democratic A sso c ia tio n , which acted  as a c e n tr a l

agency fo r  a number o f s im ila r  w ork in g -c lass  o rg a n iz a tio n s  th roughout

Belgium and H olland . Harney d issem inated  in fo rm a tio n  about th e  group

w ith in  England. The F ra te rn a l  Democrats is su e d  an address to  the

B ru sse ls  group. A re p o r t  o f th e  Dem ocratic A s s o c ia tio n 's  c e le b ra t io n  o f

the P o lish  R evo lu tion  appeared in  the  N orthern  S ta r  and Harney urged th e

e s ta b lish m e n t o f c lo se r  r e la t io n s  between th e  two o rg a n iz a tio n s . His

p la n  c a l le d  fo r  a combined conference th e  fo llo w in g  year in  B ru sse ls  and

filone in  London in  1849. The February 1848 re v o lu tio n  in  P a r is  negated  

th a t  hope because news o f th e  re v o l t  d isp e rse d  th e  members o f  the  

Dem ocratic A sso c ia tio n .

^^N orthern  S ta r , December 4, 1847, p . 1 ; S a v i l le ,  E rn est Jo n e s : 
C h a r t i s t , p . 27. J u l iu s  West, A H is to ry  o f th e  C h a r t is t  Movement (Boston: 
Houghton M if f l in  Company, 1920), pp. 234-35 sees  M arx's p a r t ic ip a t io n  as 
an e f f o r t  to  g e t E n g lish  w orkers invo lved  in  in te rn a tio n a lis m .

80D eu tsch e -B ru sse le r-Z e itu n g , December 9 , 1847, in  Marx, The 
R evolu tions o f  1848, p . 100.

8% o r th e rn  S ta r , December 11, 1847, p . 1 and December 18, 1847, 
pp. 2, 6. He wanted to  hold  the  m eeting on th e  ann iv ersa ry  of th e  1830 
B elg ian  u p r is in g ,  b u t e rro n eo u sly  c ite d  September 25 in s te a d  o f the  
c o r re c t  d a te  August 25.
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The o rg a n iz a tio n  o f i n te r n a t ionally -m inded  E nglish  w orkers was 

advanced co n sid erab ly  b e fo re  1848. S ince form al o rg a n iz a tio n  was a  

p re re q u is i te  fo r  ach iev ing  reform , th e  in te r n a t io n a l i s t s  had advanced 

them selves a co n sid e rab le  d is ta n c e  tow ards t h e i r  g o a l. From a sp o rad ic  

beg inn ing  in te rn a t io n a l  sen tim ent had become a  s te p -c h ild  o f th e  E ng lish  

la b o r movement. The in te r n a t io n a l i s t  le a d e rs h ip  included  in t e l l i g e n t  and 

d ed ica ted  men who were fe rv e n tly  committed to  th e i r  cause. By th e  end o f 

1847 more E nglish  workers were cogn izan t o f t h e i r  p lace  w ith in  a  su p ra 

n a tio n a l  working c la s s  than  a t  any p rev ious tim e. I n te r n a t io n a l i s t  

m eetings and propaganda reached a s u b s ta n t ia l  p o r tio n  of th e  w orkers in  

London, a lthough  th e  impact in  th e  c o u n try s id e  was p ro b le m a tic a l. The 

impetus g iven th e  movement in  1846 and 1847 came from th e  a g i ta t io n  th a t  

f lo u r ish e d  on th e  c o n tin e n t. W ithout re v o lu tio n a ry  upheaval i t  i s  doubt

fu l  w hether H arney 's ex p ec ta tio n  o f fu tu re  in te rn a t io n a l  w o rk in g -c lass  

co o p era tio n  could have been co n ce iv ab le . D esp ite  d if fe re n c e s  over 

ideo logy  and th e  p roper method of ach iev in g  p o l i t i c a l  and s o c ia l  re fo rm , 

the  i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t s  co n fid e n tly  faced  th e  fu tu re  as 1848 began.



CHAPTER I I  

REVOLUTION AND SOCIAL REFORM, 1848-1850

In  1848 and 1849 re v o lu tio n  dominated European p o l i t i c s .  England 

escaped upheaval o f  th e  k ind  th a t  ravaged th e  c o n tin e n t, bu t ev en ts  beyond 

th e  E n g lish  Channel se n t shock waves in to  th e  E ng lish  la b o r  movement. 

Organized Chartism  rev iv ed  i t s e l f  fo r  th e  l a s t  tim e in  th e  sp rin g  o f  1848 

and th e  in te r n a t io n a l i s t s  in  England d e sp e ra te ly  a ttem pted  to  em ulate th e  

b r i e f  su ccesses  o f t h e i r  co m p atrio ts  in  Europe. Although C h artism 's  

re v iv a l  p re -d a te d  th e  c o n tin e n ta l  re v o lu tio n s , i t  was fo re ig n  s t im u l i  

th a t  in sp ire d  in te r n a t io n a l i s t  a c t io n .  They sought immediate expansion 

o f p o l i t i c a l  democracy. With th e  a g i t a t i o n 's  f a i l u r e ,  th e  in te r n a t io n a l 

i s t s  fo rged  to  th e  fo re f ro n t  o f th e  dem oralized E ng lish  la b o r  movement and 

in fu sed  in to  i t  s o c ia l  reform  id e as  o f v a ry in g  s o c i a l i s t i c  n a tu re s .

Because th e  fo rce s  of o rd e r emerged un sca th ed , h is to r ia n s  have f re q u e n tly  

u n d erra ted  th e  depth o f E ng lish  w ork in g -c lass  sympathy fo r  th e  re v o lu tio n  

o f 1849-49. N e v e rth e le ss , e s p e c ia l ly  among th e  le a d e rs h ip , th e  expec ta 

t io n  o f re v o lu tio n  in  England was h igh  and i t s  coming was perhaps n e a re r  

to  r e a l iz a t io n  th an  a t  any tim e s in c e  1830-32.^

For an a ly ses  o f th e  C h a r t is t  re a c tio n  to  th e  R evo lu tions o f 
1848-49 and t h e i r  impact on them see E lle  H alévy, V ic to r ia n  Y ears, 1841- 
1895, t r a n s .  by E. I .  Watkin (London: E rnest Benn, L im ited , 1851), pp.
236-45; Ward, C hartism , pp. 199-216; N o v e ll, The C h a r t is t  Movement, pp. 
284-94; W est, A H is to ry  o f th e  C h a r t is t  Movement, pp. 237-60; John S e v i l le ,
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Some h i s to r ia n s  have concluded th a t  th e  r a l ly in g  o f th e  m iddle

2
c la s s  to  th e  Government was th e  r e a l  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f 1848 in  England.

F req u en tly  c i te d  in  support o f t h i s  co n ten tio n  i s  Lady P a lm ersto n ’s

l e t t e r  to  Lady H uskisson. Of th e  A p ril 10 C h a r t is t  f ia s c o ,  she w ro te :

Your l e t t e r  reminded me th a t  I  ought to  g ive  you p r iv a te  d e ta i l s  
o f  ou r " re v o lu tio n "  as  th e  p a p e rs , though f u l l ,  could  on ly  g ive  
th e  p u b lic  ones. Our te r r a c e  was d iv ided  in to  d i s t r i c t s  and a l l  
th e  s e rv a n ts  made s p e c ia l  c o n s ta b le s . . . .  I  am su re  th a t  i t  i s
v e ry  fo r tu n a te  th a t  th e  whole th in g  o ccu rred , as  i t  has shown th e
good s p i r i t  o f our m iddle c l a s s e s . 3

But o th e r  s e c to rs  o f  E n g lish  s o c ie ty  were e q u a lly  en thused  by th e  rev o lu 

tio n a ry  d is tu rb a n c e s  and were moved d i f f e r e n t ly .  Lady C h a r lo tte  G uest, 

widow o f th e  iro n -m as te r  J o s ia h  John G uest, e n te re d  a n o ta t io n  in  h e r  

d ia ry  about a tte n d in g  a  P o lish  b a l l  as i t s  p a tro n e ss  on May 29 and an o th er

on June 30. From h e r  w r i t in g  emerges an a l t e r n a t iv e  p e rs p e c tiv e . On th e

29th she w ro te : " I t  was im m ediately re p o rte d  th a t  th e re  was alarm  o f th e

C h a r t is ts  having r i s e n ,  . . . "  On June 30 she no ted  th a t  n o th in g  b u t th e  

ev en ts  in  P a r is  were being  ta lk e d  ab o u t.^  W ithin th e  m iddle c la s s  and

"C hartism  in  th e  Year o f  R evo lu tion  (1 8 4 8 ),"  Modern Q u a r te r ly , V III 
(W inter, 1952-53), 23-33; and Gammage, C h a r t is t  Movement, pp. 291-358. 
More s p e c i f ic  accoun ts  o f th e  E n g lish  w o rk in g -c la ss  i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t s  in  
th e se  y ea rs  a re  found in  R o th s te in , From Chartism  to  Labourism , pp. 141- 
53 and Schoyen, The C h a r t is t  C hallenge, pp. 146-98. For a d isc u ss io n  of 
E n g lish  R adicalism  in  g e n e ra l d u rin g  t h i s  p e rio d  see  MacCoby, E ng lish  
R ad ica lism , 1832-1852, pp. 283-306.

2
See, fo r  example, Asa B rig g s, "N atio n a l B earings" in  C h a r t is t  

S tu d ie s , ed. by Asa B riggs (London: Macmillan and Company, L td . ,  1959),
p. 299 and W illiam  L. L anger, P o l i t i c a l  and S o c ia l U pheaval, 1832-1852 
(New York; H arper and Row, 1969), pp. 70-71.

3
Quoted in  B rig g s , "N ational B earings" in  C h a r t is t  S tu d ie s , ed. 

by B rig g s , p. 299.

^Lady C h a r lo tte  G uest, E x tra c ts  from h e r  Jo u rn a l, 1833-52, ed. 
by th e  E a r l o f Beesborough (London: John M urray, 1950), pp. 214, 216.
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th e  m iddling  le v e l  o f s o c ie ty ,  and e s p e c ia l ly  a t  th e  low er l e v e l s ,  

ex c item en t, en thusiasm  and hope r a th e r  than  f e a r  g re e ted  th e  c o n tin e n ta l  

re v o lu tio n . I f  in  the  end a u th o r i ty  p re v a ile d , fo r  th e  i mmed iacy  o f th e  

y e a rs  1848-49 th e  i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t s  gained  h e a r t  and a ttem pted  to  p a r

t i c i p a t e  w ith  t h e i r  b re th re n  in  Europe.

The news of th e  ou tb reak  o f  re v o lu tio n  on th e  c o n tin e n t had a 

s ig n i f ic a n t  im pact on th e  E ng lish  w o rk in g -c la ss  le a d e rs h ip . I t  was f e l t  

e q u a lly  by b o th  th o se  who were a lre ad y  in te r n a t io n a l ly  o r ie n te d  and by 

th o se  who were n o t .  H am ey, M ichelo t, Schapper, O borski and F ro s t were 

a tte n d in g  a F r a te rn a l  Democrat monthly m eeting when th ey  le a rn ed  about 

Louis P h i l ip p e 's  a b d ic a tio n . F ro s t w ro te ;

The e f f e c t  was e l e c t r i c a l .  Frenchmen, Germans, P o le s , M agyars, 
sprang to  t h e i r  f e e t ,  embraced, sh o u ted , and g e s t ic u la te d  in  th e  

. w ild e s t  en thusiasm . Snatches o f o ra to ry  were d e liv e re d  in  e x c ite d  
to n e s , and f la g s  were caught from th e  w a lls ,  to  be waved ex u l
t a n t l y ,  am idst c r ie s  o f "hochJ" " E ljin ." ' "Viva l a  R épublique!"
Then th e  doors were opened, and th e  whole assem blage descended to  
the  s t r e e t ,  and, w ith  lin k ed  arms and c o lo u rs , f ly in g ,  marched to  
th e  m eeting p lace  o f  th e  W estm inster C h a r t is ts  in  Dean S t r e e t ,
Soho. There an o th er e n th u s ia s t ic  f r a te r n iz a t io n  took p la c e , and 
g re a t was th e  c lin k in g  of g la s s e s  th a t  n ig h t in  and around Soho and 
L e ic e s te r  Square.

Leaving th e  c e le b ra t io n .  F ro s t  h u rr ie d  home to  Croyden where he went to  

th e  lo c a l  m eetin g -p lace  o f th e  C h a r t is ts  to  inform  them o f th e  joyous 

news. An a r t i s a n  responded: "Now we s h a l l  g e t our r ig h t s ." ^

O thers in  th e  la b o r  movement s u b s ta n t ia te d  F r o s t 's  account of 

th e  in f lu e n c e  of th e  February R evo lu tion , J .  B. Leno was an Uxbridge 

p o e t, who along  w ith  G erald  Massey e d ite d  th e  S p i r i t  o f Freedom. In  1851 

he moved to  London as a  p r in t e r  and rem ained a c t iv e  in  C h a r t is t  and rad 

i c a l  c i r c l e s  w e ll in to  th e  1860s. He w rote th a t  because o f th e  European

^ F ro s t , F o rty  Y ears ' R e c o lle c tio n s , pp. 127-30.
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re v o lu tio n s  in  e a r ly  1848 he . . was fo r  r e b e l l io n  and c i v i l  w ar, save 

by r e v o lu t io n ."  For him th e  examples o f America, France and I t a l y  under

l in e d  th e  b e l i e f  th a t  fo rc e  was th e  means to  change.^

Somewhat le s s  v io le n t ,  b u t e q u a lly  in flu en c ed  by th e  even ts  of

1848, was th e  Cheltenham jo u r n a l i s t  W. E. Adams. He belonged to  th e  

H am ey-Jones group in  th e  e a r ly  1850s, bu t e v e n tu a lly  moved in to  th e  

L in ton-M azzin ian  re p u b lic a n s . H is account o f  h is  conversion  i s  w orth 

q uo ting .

T his p ass io n  [ fo r  p o l i t i c s ]  was s tim u la te d  by th e  French R evolu tion
of 1848. I  was a re a d e r  o f R eynold 's M isce llan y . One day, soon
a f t e r  th e  p ro c lam atio n  o f th e  R epublic in  F rance, th e re  appeared in  
i t  a p ic tu re  o f th e  members of th e  Mountain—L e d ru -R o llin , Louis 
B lanc, P ie r r e  Leroux, V ic to r S choelcher, and th e  o th e r  a rd e n t 
R epublicans and S o c ia l is ts  who composed th e  extrem e L e ft o f th e  
N a tio n a l Assembly. . . . The s t i r r i n g  ev en ts  in  P a r is  and th e  newer 
l i t e r a t u r e  th a t  began to  be is su ed  se n t th e  young men of my age 
w ild  w ith  excitem ent and enthusiasm . I  had p re v io u s ly  read  th e  
R ights o f Man and o th e r  p o l i t i c a l  works o f  Thomas P a in e , which had 
seduced me from bed a t  f iv e  o ’ c lock  fo r  many mornings in  succes
s io n . And now I  was f a i r l y  in  th e  m aelstrom .?

I f  F r o s t ,  Leno and Adams were th a t  e x c ite d  by th e  1848 R ev o lu tio n s, then 

th e  re fu g ees  and th e  h a rd -c o re  E ng lish  w o rk in g -c la ss  i n te r n a t io n a l i s t s  

op era ted  in  a  v i r t u a l  d e lir iu m . The a c tio n s  o f Hamey and Jones during  

t h i s  p e r io d , f o r  example, r e f le c te d  th a t  f e b r i l e  s p i r i t .  They and o th e r 

i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t s  sought an E ng lish  c o u n te rp a r t to  th e  February R evolu tion . 

As a r e s u l t  o f t h e i r  e f f o r t s ,  th e  cause o f th e  in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r  move

ment was fu r th e re d  in  England. The movement's im pact on th e  E nglish

J .  B. Leno, The A fterm ath (London: Reeves and T urner, 1892),
pp. 28-29. See a ls o  Ward, C hartism , pp. 221, 234 and Gammage, C h a r t is t  
Movement, p . 346.

^W. E. Adams, Memoirs o f a S o c ia l Atom (2 v o l s . ;  New York: 
Augustus M. K elley  P u b lish e rs , 1903), I ,  118-19. John S e v i l l e 's  " In tro 
d u c tio n "  in  t h i s  1967 r e p r in t  i s  th e  only  b io g ra p h ic a l m a te r ia l  o f any 
len g th  a v a i la b le  on Adams.
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working c la s s  i s  b e s t  gauged through th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th e  v a rio u s  

in te rn a t io n a l  o rg a n iz a tio n s . The F ra te rn a l  Democrats and th e  P e o p le 's  

I n te rn a t io n a l  League had a lre a d y  taken  n o tic e  o f th e  Sonderbund War in  

S w itzerland . Although th e  f ig h t in g  was confined  to  l a t e  1847, th e  Swiss 

were s t i l l  working on a reform  o f t h e i r  fe d e ra l  system  and th e  l i b e r a l  

Cantons s l ig h te d  th e  c o n se rv a tiv e  C ath o lic  Cantons in  th e  d is c u s s io n s .

An unsigned PIL pam phlet, o r ig in a l ly  pu b lish ed  in  Lowe' s Edinburgh 

Magazine in  October 1847, d iscu ssed  th e  p o l i t i c a l  problem s o f I t a l y ,  

Sw itzerland  and A u s tr ia  w ith  re fe re n c e  to  t h e i r  f a i l u r e  to  recogn ize  th e
g

so v ere ig n ty  o f the  peop le . Moreover, in  an e f f o r t  to  b r in g  p re s su re  on 

Palm erston to  h e lp  th e  F ed e ra l Swiss Government a g a in s t  th e  th re a ten e d  

in te rv e n tio n  o f A u s tr ia  and F rance, M azzini w rote  a pamphlet defending 

th e  Swiss F ed e ra l D ie t , and L in to n , Copper and R. H. Horne d e liv e re d  

seven teen  le c tu re s  in  London on th e  problem . This a g i ta t io n  was th e  h igh 

p o in t o f  th e  PIL a c t i v i t i e s ;  i t s  s e c re ta ry  L in ton  had never been so busy 

w ritin g  and corresponding  w ith  o ld  su p p o rte rs  and a d h e re n ts , some even in
9

th e  p ro v in ces . The F ra te rn a l  Democrats adopted a more cau tio u s  approach 

in  t h e i r  ad d re ss . They p ra is e d  th e  N a tio n a l D ie t fo r  ending the  w ar, b u t 

questioned  th e  wisdom of in te r fe re n c e  by any fo re ig n  governm ents.^^ That

g
" I t a ly ,  S w itze rlan d , and A u s tr ia ,"  O ctober, 1847, In te rn a t io n a l  

A ffa irs  Bundle, Howell C o lle c tio n .

9
See Smith, R ad ica l A r tis a n , pp. 61-62 and R. J .  Conklin,

Thomas Cooper th e  C h a r t is t  (M anila: U n iv e rs ity  of th e  P h il ip p in e s  P re s s , 
1935), pp. 322-23.

^^The add ress i s  p r in te d  in  th e  N orthern S ta r , December 18,
1847, p . 5 . See a ls o  F ra te rn a l  Democrats, Address o f the  F ra te rn a l  Demo
c ra ts  Assembling in  London to  th e  Members o f th e  N a tio n a l D iet o f Swit
ze rlan d  (London, 1847).



47
address was pu b lish ed  In  s e v e ra l  fo re ig n  newspapers most n o tab ly  in

La Réforme, B ru sse ls  German G a ze tte , Débat S o c ia l and ^  S u is se .

But i t  was France th a t  h e ld  t h e i r  in t e r e s t s  above a l l  e l s e .

The F ra te rn a l  Democrats, perhaps because they  were more conscious o f

what was happening in  fo re ig n  c o u n tr ie s ,  issu ed  an address  da ted

January 31, 1848, to  th e  French p r o le ta r ia n s  th a t  p r a c t ic a l ly  p re d ic te d

th e  coming r e v o l t .  In  i t  th e  F r a te rn a l  Democrats foresaw  b e t t e r  tim es

ahead fo r  th e  French w orkers and expressed  a keen i n t e r e s t  in  th e  reform

banquets . They pledged f r a t e r n i ty  w ith  th e  French w orkers and denounced

ty ran n y . T h e ir re c o g n itio n  o f th e  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f th e  banquets to  th e

P a r is ia n  w orking men u n d e rlin ed  th e  s im i l a r i t i e s  between th e  E ng lish  and

12French w orking c la s s e s .  The p u b lic  m eeting was c e n tr a l  to  b o th  o f 

them, and th e  F ra te rn a l  Democrats recogn ized  i t  because of t h e i r  p o s i t io n  

as th e  c u t t in g  edge o f th e  in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r  movement.

The F ra te rn a l  Democrats sensed th a t  g re a t ev en ts  were about to  

occur in  Europe. At th e  February 21, 1848, commemoration m eeting o f  th e  

1847 Cracow in s u r re c t io n ,  Jones dep lored  th e  conduct of th e  b o u rg e o is ie , 

c a l le d  f o r  p r o le ta r ia n  u n ity  and contended th a t  c o n f l i c t  between th e  

ru le d  and th e  r u le r s  was a t  hand. In  t h i s  acrim onious m eeting , Hamey 

v io le n t ly  c a l le d  f o r  re v o lu tio n a ry  s tru g g le s  and s a id  th a t  i f  h e l l  d id
13n o t e x is t  one would have to  be c re a te d  fo r  th e  "m iscrean t M e tte ra ic h ."

^^C harles Keen re p o rte d  t h i s  accomplishment a t  a  re g u la r  
m eeting o f th e  F ra te rn a l  Democrats. See th e  N orthern  S ta r , January  8 , 
1848, p . 1.

12N orthern S ta r , February 5 , 1848, p. 8. For th e  r o le  o f  th e  
banquets in  th e  1848 R evolution see  Georges Duveau, 1848; The Making of 
a  R ev o lu tio n , pp. 17-19.

1 3Northern Star, February 26, 1848, p. 3.
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Then, a f t e r  th e  French u p r is in g  became p u b lic  knowledge, a p u b lic  

m eeting o f th e  London C h a r t i s t s ,  h e ld  on March 2, adopted an "Address to  

th e  People of P a r i s ,"  which th e  E xecutive Committee o f th e  N a tio n a l 

C h arte r A sso c ia tio n , th e  F ra te rn a l  Democrats and th e  M etro p o litan  Dele

g a te  Committee of th e  C h a r t is ts  o f London had accep ted  e a r l i e r .  I t  

c o n g ra tu la te d  th e  French and assu red  them th a t  th e  E ng lish  people  sup

p o rte d  them. At a  m eeting  o f th e  F ra te rn a l  Democrats on February  28, a t  

which i t  was claim ed th a t  hundred were tu rn ed  away fo r  la c k  o f  space , 

W illiam  Dixon, a C helsea p l a s t e r e r ,  claim ed th a t  th e  tim e was a t  hand fo r  

th e  E ng lish  people to  win t h e i r  own freedom. C harles  Keen, one o f 

H arney 's  la ck e y s , v e rb a l ly  abused c a p i t a l i s t s  and moved th a t  in s u r re c tio n  

was a sac red  r i g h t  o f  th e  peo p le . Jones b e lie v e d  th a t  th e  French rev o lu 

t io n  would sp read  th roughout Europe and re p u b lic s  would be e s ta b lis h e d  

e v e r y w h e r e , T h a t  same evening th e  m oderates, le d  by L in to n , h e ld  a 

m eeting in  th e  N a tio n a l H a ll, H olborn. They p assed  m otions o f f e r in g  

flow ery  p ra is e  to  th e  French f o r  t h e i r  achievem ent in  g a in in g  more 

freedom.

These s ta tem en ts  re p re se n te d  th e  fe e l in g s  o f th e  I n te r n a t io n a l i s t s  

in  e a r ly  1848. The news of Louis P h i l ip p e 's  a b d ic a tio n  sp u rred  them and 

o th e r  E ng lish  w orkers in to  a c t io n .  They were read y . What th ey  needed 

was a  fo re ig n  event to  g ive them courage.

The e f f e c t  o f  th e  re v o lu tio n  in  France on th e  C h a r t is ts  cannot be 

doubted e i t h e r .  A lready underway in  th e  w in te r  o f 1847-48, th e  th i r d  

N a tio n a l P e t i t io n  p ro g ressed  w e ll and i t s  advocates thought in  term s of

^^N orthem  S ta r , March 11, 1848, p . 1 . 

^^Sm ith, R ad ica l A r tis a n , pp. 71-72.
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s e v e ra l  m il l io n  s ig n a tu re s .  O 'Connor’ s Land Company l e c tu r e r s ,  McDouall, 

West and Kydd were speak ing  b e fo re  la rg e  crowds. Now, th e  re v o lu tio n  in  

P a r is  c re a te d  a  new im petus fo r  a c tio n  and th e  number o f  m iddle- and 

w o rk in g -c la ss  p u b lic  m eetings in c re a se d , as d id  th e  vehemence o f th e  

sp eak e rs . London a s  w e ll as th e  p ro v in ces  p a r t ic ip a te d .^ ^  The chronology 

o f C h a r t is t  ev en ts  in  th e se  tu rb u le n t  months need no t be r e to ld  h e re , 

o th e r  than  to  n o te  i t s  e x is te n c e  and th a t  p a r t  o f th e  stim u lus to  th e  

movement's r e v iv a l  emanated from th e  February R evo lu tion  in  France.

The a g i ta t io n  of th e  E nglish  i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t s  during  th i s  p e rio d  

re q u ire s  c a r e fu l  a n a ly s is .  For th e  f i r s t  tim e th ey  had an o p p o rtu n ity  to  

ex tend  th e  p e rip h e ry  o f t h e i r  l i s t e n e r s  beyond th e  sm all c o te r ie  o f  con

firm ed fo llo w e rs . Due to  th e  e x c ite d  atm osphere t h e i r  e x h o rta tio n s  should  

have f a l l e n  upon w i l l in g  e a r s ,  and sometimes d id . Y et, d e sp ite  Jo n e s ' 

e a r l i e r  c o n ten tio n  th a t  "every  member o f th e  [F ra te rn a l  Democrats] i s  a  

thorough C h a r t i s t ,  and th a t  Chartism  i s  a  t e s t  o f adm ission  . . . "  and 

d e s p ite  th e  f a c t  th a t  a l l  f iv e  Englishmen (Dobson C o l le t t ,  L in ton , H am ey, 

Jones and McGrath) who went to  P a r is  to  c o n g ra tu la te  th e  P ro v is io n a l Gov

ernment were C h a r t i s t s ,  th e  most damning ev idence  a g a in s t  th e  in te rn a t io n 

a l i s t s  be in g  a  mass movement was th e i r  f a i l u r e  to  c ap tu re  e i th e r  th e

C h a r t is t  le a d e rsh ip  o r a s u b s ta n t ia l  s e c t io n  o f  th e  C h a r t is t  membership

17a t  th i s  opportune moment.

N orthern  S ta r . March, 1848, passim ; see  a ls o  Ward, C hartism , 
pp. 199-200. For a  d is c u s s io n  o f O 'C onnor's Land P lan  see Joy M acA skill, 
"The C h a r t is t  Land P lan" in  C h a r t is t  S tu d ie s , ed. by B rig g s , pp. 304-41.

^^N orthern S ta r , February 5 , 1848, p . 8; Sm ith, R ad ica l A r t is a n , 
pp. 72-74; and Schoyen, The C h a r t is t  C hallenge, pp. 158-60.
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In s te a d , th e  i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t s  quibb led  among them selves over

who would c a r ry  th e  in te r n a t io n a l  banner in  England. The PIL and th e

F ra te rn a l  Democrats v ie d  w ith  each o th e r  fo r  c o n tro l  of th e  movement.

They competed to  be th e  f i r s t  in  P a r is  to  c o n g ra tu la te  th e  P ro v is io n a l

Government. M azzin i, L in to n  and C o l le t t  a r r iv e d  in  P a ris  on March 1 .

C o lle t t  re tu rn e d  to  London im m ediately b u t L in ton  remained fo r  a  week o f

hobnobbing w ith  prom inent r e v o lu t io n a r ie s .  He found th e  r e a l i t i e s  o f

re v o lu tio n  le s s  l ik e a b le  th an  h i s  im ag inary , l i t e r a r y  re v o lu tio n . S t i l l ,
18upon re tu rn in g  from P a r is  he hoped fo r  imminent changes in  England.

The F r a te rn a l  D em ocrats’ d e p u ta tio n  o f  H am ey, Jones and McGrath, who

were accompanied by th e  German D em ocrats, Schapper, Moll and Bauer,

a r r iv e d  on March 4 and v i s i t e d  th e  le a d e rs  o f th e  new French Government.

In  c o n tra s t  to  th e  m odera tes, th e  ex p erien ce  enhanced th e i r  re v o lu tio n a ry  

19z e a l .  A lthough b o th  groups were in  P a r is  a t  th e  same tim e , th ey  ignored  

each o th e r . The P ro v is io n a l Government co n v en ien tly  follow ed s u i t  and 

t r e a te d  each a s  i f  i t  were th e  only  E n g lish  re p re s e n ta t iv e s  in  P a r is .

Once back in  London they  f lu n g  them selves in to  th e  f lu r r y  o f 

a c t i v i t y  th a t  was a lre a d y  underway. March saw th e  m oderates and th e  

F ra te rn a l  Democrats engaged in  a  s t ru g g le  fo r  c o n tro l of th e  E ng lish  a g i

t a t i o n ,  a  p ro sp ec t made im possib le  g iven th e  renewed s tre n g th  o f th e  

O 'C onnerite  C h a r t i s t s .  L in ton  and Watson formed th e  London C harter Union 

on March 22; i t  was in  e f f e c t  a  subcom m ittee o f  Cooper’s P eop le’s C h arte r

18Sm ith, R ad ica l A r tis a n , pp. 72-73; L in ton , Memories, pp. 103- 
104; and R ich ard s , e d . , M azzin i’s  L e t t e r s , I ,  76.

I Q Schoyen, The C h a r t is t  C hallenge, pp. 158-60 and N orthern  S ta r , 
March 11, 1848, p . 5 .
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Union. The Linton-W atson group accom plished n o th in g  and l i t t l e  more can

be s a id  fo r  i t s  p a ren t o rg a n iz a tio n . O’C onnorite  s tre n g th  sim ply 

20overwhelmed b o th .

The F ra te rn a l  Democrats waged a  more determ ined , i f  n o t more

su c c e ss fu l, e f f o r t  to  cap tu re  th e  C h a r t is t  movement fo r  t h e i r  cause . They

p o rtray ed  th e  French R evolu tion  as  a concept th a t  th e  E ng lish  w orking man.

could comprehend. From P a r is ,  McGrath, Jones and Harney inform ed th e

C h a r t is ts  th a t  th e  French were foxrming a government on th e  b a s is  o f th e  

21C h arte r . Before he had gone to  P a r is ,  Jones defended th e  French Repub

l i c  on Thursday evening , March 2 , a t  a  m eeting in  Lambeth a t  which an 

a tten d an ce  o f 5,000 persons was claim ed. Among o th e rs  th e re  who spoke in  

fav o r o f th e  French R evolu tion  were Hamey and th e  P o lish  e x i le ,  N.

Szonakowski. But in  th e  end i t  was O 'C onnor's speech about E ng lish
22reform s and th e  C harter th a t  dominated th e  even ing ' s speeches. A nother

p u b lic  m eeting c a lle d  by th e  M etro p o litan  D elegate  Council met on th e

evening o f Monday, March 6, a t  C lerkenw ell Green. B efore some 8 ,000-

10,000 peop le , Doyle, C lark  and G. W. M. Reynolds p ra is e d  even ts  in

France. Reynolds, a n o v e l is t  and rep u b lican  jo u r n a l i s t ,  e a r l i e r  th a t  day

had harangued a m id d le -c la ss  r a l l y  in  T ra fa lg a r  Square which was c a l le d

to  p ro te s t  a g a in s t th e  income ta x ,  and caused a West End r i o t  th a t  la s te d  

23th re e  days. These and o th e r e f f o r t s  f e l l  s h o r t  o f th e  F ra te rn a l  

D em ocrats' o b je c t iv e .

Smith, R ad ica l A r t is a n , pp. 76-78 and Ward, C hartism , p . 220.

^^ o r t h e m  S ta r , March 11, 1848, p . 5.
22 I b i d . , p . 1.

^ ^ I b id . ;  Ward, C hartism , pp. 199-200; and Smith, R ad ica l



52
When th e  F ra te rn a l  Democrats g a th ered  on Monday evening,

March 20, t h e i r  s p i r i t s  were h ig h . They is su e d  two ad d re sses ; one went 

to  th e  French people  and th e  o th e r  to  th e  peop le  o f G reat B r i ta in  and 

I re la n d . They exhorted  everyone to  s ig n  th e  N a tio n a l P e t i t io n  and to  

p u b lic iz e  th e  su ccess  o f th e  French P ro v is io n a l Government to  anyone w i l l 

ing  to  l i s t e n .  The ad d ress  to  t h e i r  dom estic audience was s u b t i t l e d  

" L ib e rty , E q u a lity , F r a te r n i ty ,"  and so th a t  p h rase  found i t s  way in to  

th e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t s '  v o c a b u l a r y . T h e  F ra te rn a l  Democrats even is su e d

an ad d ress  to  th e  I r i s h  u l t r a - r a d i c a l s  Smith O 'B rien , John M itc h e ll and
25F ran c is  Meagher in  which t h e i r  v io le n t  sen tim en ts  were applauded.

Then th e  C h a r t is t  Convention met in  th e  John S tr e e t  I n s t i t u t i o n  

on A p ril 4 as a  p re p a ra to ry  m easure to  th e  p re s e n ta t io n  o f th e  N a tio n a l 

P e t i t io n  to  th e  House o f  Commons on A p ril 10. The F ra te rn a l  Democrats, 

f a r  from having  cap tu red  th e  conven tion , were a t  t h i s  tim e a mere s id e 

show. R evo lu tionary  speeches c h a ra c te r iz e d  t h e i r  own m eeting h e ld  on 

A p ril 4 b e fo re  a  crowded assem blage. Hamey had had enough o f p e t i t io n s ;  

he wanted a  d e le g a tio n  to  go to  th e  Queen to  ask  h e r  to  appo in t a  m in is try  

th a t  favored  th e  C h a r te r . Then, i f  th e  P e t i t io n ,  was r e je c te d  by th e  

Commons, th e  C h a r t is t  Convention ought to  make i t s e l f  a  permanent organ

iz a t io n .  The example to  fo llow  was th e  c o n tin e n ta l  re v o lu tio n . Another

A rtis a n , p . 75. For Reynolds see  Stephen and Lee, e d s . ,  D ic tio n a ry  of 
N a tio n al B iography, XVI, 928-31. Adams, S o c ia l Atom, I ,  235 w rote o f 
Reynolds: " .  . . i t  was r a th e r  as  a c h a r la ta n  and a t r a d e r  th an  as a
genuine p o l i t i c i a n  th a t  G. W. M. was g e n e ra lly  regarded  by th e  rank  and 
f i l e  o f C hartism ."

^^N orthem  S ta r , March 25, 1848, p . 5. The address  to  the  
French people  was drawn up on March 20 and th e  o th e r  was drawn up on 
March 23.

25 Ibid., April 1, 1848, p. 5.
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d e le g a te , a Mr. W est, from S to ck p o rt, contended th a t  th e  tim e had

26a r r iv e d  fo r  " s h o r t  speeches and a c t iv e  w ork."

The Kennington Common deb ac le  o f A p ril  10 h a rd ly  q u a l i f ie d  as  

th e  clim ax th ey  sough t. The N a tio n a l P e t i t io n  added no l u s t e r  to  t h e i r  

cause . C hartism  was a  jo k e . In te rn a tio n a lis m  was w ith o u t th e  mass f o l 

lowing i t s  le a d e rs  had hoped f o r .  Thus, th ey  re v e r te d  to  r h e to r ic ,  

a lthough  i t  was somewhat more v io le n t  than  in  th e  p a s t .

D uring t h i s  upheava l, save f o r  th e  P o lish  Cracow c e le b ra t io n  

of February  22 and th e  French banquet h e ld  on March 28, th e  c o n tin e n ta l  

e x i le s  in  England adopted  a  low p r o f i l e .  In  p a r t  th a t  r e s u l te d  because 

many o f them had gone home to  p a r t i c ip a te  in  t h e i r  own re v o lu tio n s ;  in  

p a r t ,  i t  was due to  th e  a n t i - f o r e ig n  f e e l in g s  in  England. The R evo lu tion  

in  F rance produced unemployment and fo re ig n  w orkers were th e  f i r s t  ones 

l a id  o f f ;  th e  E n g lish  who were fo rced  o u t o f  France re tu rn e d  home em bit

te re d . D esp ite  e f f o r t s  by th e  i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t s  to  shun t th e  blame fo r

th i s  s o le ly  on th e  French c a p i t a l i s t s ,  many E n g lish  w orkers re a c te d  w ith

27in te n s e  h o s t i l i t y  tow ards a l l  f o r e ig n e rs .  M oreover, th e  Government

enac ted  new laws aimed a g a in s t  th e  a g i t a to r s .  A Crown and Government

S e c u rity  B i l l ,  th e  s o -c a l le d  Gagging A ct, was read  f o r  a th i r d  tim e on

A p ril 18; i t  d e a l t  w ith  th e  C h a r t i s t s .  An A lie n s ’ Removal A ct, which

allow ed th e  d e p o r ta tio n  o f  fo re ig n  r e v o lu t io n a r ie s ,  was approved on

28May 11. I t  s e v e re ly  a f fe c te d  th e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t s .

^^N orthem  S ta r , A p ril 8, 1848, p . 5.

^^N orthern S ta r . March 11, 1848, p . 5; see  a ls o  H alevy, 
V ic to r ia n  Y ears. 1841-1895, pp. 243-44.

no
See H alevy, V ic to r ia n  Y ears. 1841-1895, p. 243. For th e  

House of Commons d isc u ss io n s  on th e  A lie n s ' Removal Act see  H ansard’ s ,
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The F r a te rn a l  Democrats reco gn ized  th e  th r e a t .  On th e  evening

of Thursday, May 4 , when i t  appeared th a t  th e  A lie n s ' B i l l  would become

law , th ey  met to  re o rg a n iz e  t h e i r  s o c ie ty . Hamey commented th a t  bo th

th e  Gagging B i l l  and th e  A liens* B i l l  showed th e  n e c e s s i ty  fo r  d is so lv in g

th e  e x is t in g  s o c ie ty .  H is m otion c a r r ie d  and th e  s o c ie ty  as i t  e x is te d

was d is so lv e d . A committee was appo in ted  to  r e v is e  th e  o rg a n iz a tio n .
29T heir in te n t io n s  were s t i l l  to  a c t  as a "F ore ign  A ffa ir s  Committee." 

E q u a lity , L ib e r ty  and F r a te r n i ty  were adopted as th e  s o c ie ty 's  m otto and 

common ow nership o f p ro p e rty  was t h e i r  g o a l. In  o rd e r to  comply w ith  th e  

A lie n s ' B i l l ,  th e  fo re ig n  co n tin g en t was dropped from th e  E xecu tive .

Harney rem ained th e  s o c i e ty 's  s e c r e ta r y ,  a s s is te d  by Edwin G i l l ,  T. I r e 

land  became t r e a s u r e r  and J .  O verton, C harles Keen, W. Baitromp and John 

A m o tt were th e  fo u r m em b ers-a t-la rg e . May 4 was th e  new an n iv e rsa ry  

d a te , and in  o rd e r to  b roaden  i t s  membership, y e a r ly  dues o f  I s  were

adopted. Although th a t  was a  d ecrea se  o f  about one h a l f  o f th e  p rev ious

30dues o f % penny p e r week, i t  f a i l e d  to  save th e  o rg a n iz a tio n .

The G overnm ent's re p re s s io n  succeeded. The a c t i v i t i e s  o f th e  

in t e r n a t io n a l i s t s  waned th roughou t th e  rem ainder o f th e  y e a r . Not on ly  

d id  th e  movement lo se  i t s  fo re ig n  members, b u t i t  was shorn o f many o f i t s

XCVII (7 A p ril-2 6  May, 1848), pp. 135-38, 508, 560-87 and 851-71. I t  
passed  th e  th i r d  read in g  by a v o te  o f  141 to  22. The noes in c lu d ed  most 
of th e  prom inent R ad ica ls  in  th e  Commons. For th e  t e x t  o f th e  A lie n 's  
Removal A ct, which d id  n o t app ly  to  any re fu g ee  who had l iv e d  in  England 
fo r  seven y e a r s ,  see  G reat B r i ta in ,  P a rliam e n t, P a rliam en ta ry  Papers 
(House of Commons & Command), 1847-48, V ol. VI ( B i l l s , v o l. 6 ) ,  18 A p ril 
1848, "An Act to  a u th o r iz e  fo r  One Y ear, and to  th e  End o f th e  nex t 
Session  o f P a rliam e n t, th e  Removal o f A lien s  from th e  Realm ," 11 & 12 
V ie t . ,  ch. 20.

2Q
N orthern  S ta r , May 6 , 1848, p . 8.

30lbid., May 27, 1848, p. 6.
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E n g lish  le a d e rs .  D is illu s io n m en t accounted fo r  some tem porary

w ith d raw als . L in ton  and Holyoake, fo r  example, had brought o u t th e  Cause

of th e  People in  May, b u t w ith  in c re a s in g  debt and w ith  numerous C h a r t is t

u p r is in g s  f a i l i n g  in  th e  summer L in ton  r e t i r e d  to  th e  Lake D i s t r i c t  in

31September and th e  paper fo ld ed . J a i l  sen tences o r  t r a n s p o r ta t io n

removed o th e rs  from a c t iv e  p a r t i c ip a t io n .  On th e  evening o f  June 6 ,

Jones was a r r e s te d  in  M anchester fo r  a speech he had g iven some days

e a r l i e r  a t  Bishop B onner's F ie ld s ,  London. He and f iv e  o th e r  C h a r t is ts

were co n v ic ted  of s e d i t io u s  speech and sentenced  to  two y ears  im prison - 

32ment. Thus, one o f t h e i r  most e f f e c t iv e  o ra to r s  was l o s t .

Even some o f th e  l e s s  s ig n i f ic a n t  i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t s  f e l l  to

th e  G overnm ent's new law s. For example, an in s u r re c t io n  s e t  fo r  th e

evening o f August 16, th a t  had been planned in  th e  murky underw orld o f

th e  London pubs, was pu t down by th e  p o lic e  b e fo re  i t  has s c a rc e ly

s ta r t e d .  I t s  le a d e r s ,  in c lu d in g  W illiam  C uffay, a m u la tto  t a i l o r ,  were

charged , co n v ic ted  and tra n s p o r te d  fo r  l i f e  under th e  Treason Felony Act

la rg e ly  on th e  b a s is  o f  ev idence o f two agen ts p ro v o c a teu rs , Thomas

33Pow ell and George D avis. A C h a r t is t  s in ce  1839 and a member o f th e

31 Sm ith, R ad ica l A r t is a n , pp. 80-84.
3 2 S e v i l le ,  E rn es t Jo n es; C h a r t i s t , pp. 31-33; N orthern  S ta r , 

June 10, 1848, p. 5; and John MacDonell, e d . , R eports o f S ta te  T r ia l s  
(New s e r i e s ;  8 v o l s . ;  London; Her M aje s ty 's  S ta tio n e ry  O ff ic e , 1888-98), 
V I, 783-830.

33 MacDonnel, R eports o f S ta te  T r i a l s , V II, 382-486; P u b lic  
Record O ff ic e , T reasu ry  S o l i c i to r  and K ing 's (Q ueen 's) P ro c to r , 11/139 
and 11/140. See a ls o  Gammage, C h a r tis t  Movement, pp. 337-40 and F. C. 
M ather, P u b lic  O rder in  th e  Age o f th e  C h a r t is ts  (M anchester: M anchester
U n iv e rs ity  P re s s , 1959), pp. 210-11. The p ro g ress  o f th e  t r i a l s  was 
follow ed in  th e  N orthern  S ta r , September 30, 1848, p. 7, O ctober 14,
1848, p. 4 and November 11, 1848, p . 4 . For th e  connec tion  between th e
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Democratic Committee f o r  P o la n d 's  R eg en era tio n , Cuffay became a  

34m arty r.

The In c id e n t Invo lv ing  Cuffay had a tw o -fo ld  s ig n if ic a n c e .

F i r s t ,  I t  u n d e rlin ed  th e  e f fe c t iv e n e s s  o f th e  Governm ent's re p re s s io n . 

Second, I t  p rovided  an e x c e lle n t  example o f th e  Government's continued  

use o f p o lic e  sp ie s  to  c o n tro l E ng lish  d is s id e n ts .  Indeed , th e  a u th o r i

t i e s '  use o f undercover ag en ts  was w ide-sp read  In  1848. Moreover, th e  

p o lic e  began a  re g u la r  o b se rv a tio n  o f new re fu g ees  as  they  began a r r iv in g  

In  June, 1848. On June 7 , Frank M. F au lk n er, th e  Custom House manager a t  

F o lkstone In  K ent, w rote to  S ir  George Grey, th e  Home S e c re ta ry , o f fe r in g  

h is  se rv ic e s  In  a s c e r ta in in g  th e  o b je c t iv e s  o f th e  la rg e  numbers o f 

fo re ig n e rs  who a rr iv e d  d a l ly .  A pparen tly , h i s  o f f e r  was accep ted  because

on June 12, In sp e c to r  John Haynes w ro te  a  re p o r t  c i t in g  a f ig u re  o f s lx ty -
35seven fo re ig n e rs  having a r r iv e d  In  F o lkstone  between June 1 and 10. In

th e  Thames D iv is io n  o f th e  M etro p o litan  P o lic e , S uperin tenden t J .  Evans

kept tra c k  of th e  a r r i v a l  o f new re fu g e e s . H is r e p o r ts  Included th e  da te

o f a r r i v a l ,  th e  p o rt of d e p a r tu re , th e  number o f fo re ig n e rs  on board and
36sometimes t h e i r  d e s t in a t io n  o r  p la ce  o f re s id en c e  In  London. London 

ceased to  be th e  c a re f re e  re fugee  heaven o f  pre-1848 . So few of th e  o ld

M etro p o litan  P o lice  and Pow ell and Davis see  P u b lic  Record O ffic e , Home 
O ffice , 45/3136 and 40/59 (H e re in a f te r  c i te d  as  H .O .).

^^Reynolds' s  P o l i t i c a l  I n s t r u c to r , A p ril  13, 1850, p. 177 and 
N orthern  S ta r , March 28, 1846, p. 1 and November 28, 1846, p. 1.

O C

P u b lic  Record O ffic e , M etro p o litan  P o lic e  O ff ic e s , 2/43 (Here
in a f t e r  c i te d  as M epol.). The l e t t e r s  a re  d a ted  June 7 and June 12, 1848. 
For Grey see M andell C re igh ton , Memoir o f S i r  George Grey, B a r t . ,  G. C. B. 
(Newcastle upon Tyne: P r iv a te ly  P r in te d ,  1884).

36See Mepol. 2/43 fo r  h is  two r e p o r ts  da ted  June 13 and ano ther 
dated  June 26.
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s ta lw a r ts  remained th a t  a p u b lic  d in n e r c a lle d  by th e  F ra te rn a l  Democrats

fo r  K arl Schapper, who was b r i e f ly  p ass in g  through London, tu rn ed  out

37only a few su rv iv o rs  o f th e  German Working Men's A sso c ia tio n . Added 

to  th a t  was co n stan t p o lic e  harassm ent.

C onsequently , in te rn a tio n a lis m  became r e l a t i v e ly  in a c t iv e  in  th e  

l a t t e r  h a l f  of 1848. With C hartism  d is c r e d i te d ,  w ith  c o n tin e n ta l  rev o lu 

t io n s  s t i l l  in  a s t a t e  o f f lu x ,  w ith  many of th e  in te r n a t io n a l  le a d e rs  in  

j a i l ,  w ith  e f f e c t iv e  su p p ress io n  r e s u l t in g  from th e  Gagging and A lie n s ' 

A c ts , th e  s u rp r is e  was th a t  th e  movement su rv ived  a t  a l l .  T h e ir most 

e x c it in g  a c t i v i t y  was H arney 's  l e t t e r s  in  th e  N orthern S ta r  which began 

appearing  a f t e r  h is  r e tu rn  from P a r is .  Signed under th e  pen-name, "L'Ami 

du P eu p le ,"  th ey  b e lie d  h is  id e n t i f i c a t io n  w ith  M arat and o ffe re d  h is

re a d e rs  d isco u rse s  on a wide v a r ie ty  o f  re v o lu tio n a ry  to p ic s ,  b u t h a rd ly  

38any a c t io n . The movement was in  such d is a r ra y  th a t  i t  was im possib le

to  h o ld  a p u b lic  c e le b ra t io n  o f th e  September 22, 1792, French R evo lu tion .

In s te a d  o f  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  f e s t iv e  c e le b ra t io n , Harney h o sted  a  sm all

39d in n er p a r ty  fo r  a  few c lo se  f r ie n d s .  The F ra te rn a l  Dem ocrats' 1849 

New Y ears ' add ress  recogn ized  th e  movement's f a i l u r e .  "The blows o f 

ty ranny  have th in n ed  our ra n k s ."  They b e liev ed  th a t  England had no t seen 

comparable ty ranny  s in ce  th e  S tu a r t k in g s . Though depressed  by e v e n ts , 

th ey  concluded th a t  th e  b a s ic  cause o f d e fea t was igno rance; "B eliev ing  

th a t  knowledge i s  power, our m ission  s h a l l  be to  h e lp  to  remove th a t

37N orthern  S t a r . Ju ly  8 , 1848, p. 6 .
38See, fo r  example. N orthern S ta r ,  August 12, 1848, p. 5 , and

August 26, 1848, p . 3. 

39Ibid., September 30, 1848, p. 7.



58
f a t a l  igno rance . . . Thus, re v o lu tio n  having  been t r i e d  and th e

E ng lish  w orkers found w an tin g , th e  in te r n a t io n a l i s t s  re tu rn e d  to  th e

p ro cess  o f e d u ca tio n . Once ag a in , id le  speeches and seldom -read

proclam ations formed th e  co re  o f  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s .

1849 w itn e ssed  a reg roup ing  o f th e  in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r  movement.

At th e  F ra te rn a l  Dem ocrats’ c e le b ra t io n  o f  th e  f i r s t  a n n iv e rsa ry  o f  th e

February R evo lu tion  Hamey spearheaded an a ttem p t to  u n ify  u l t r a -R a d ic a ls

among th e  C h a r t i s t s .  W earing red  ribbons o r  s c a rv e s , th ey  g a th e red  on

th e  evening o f  February  26 a t  th e  L i te r a ry  and S c ie n t i f i c  I n s t i t u t i o n .

Hamey c a l le d  fo r  a  union o f  S o c ia l i s t s  and C h a r t i s t s .  Holyoake supported

him. O’B rien , h a rd ly  a  f r ie n d  o f H am ey, spoke a t  len g th  about th e  need

fo r  p ro le ta r ia n  u n ity  and th en  endorsed th e  m otion. C lark  fo llow ed  s u i t ,

as d id  W alter Cooper, a S c o t t is h  w o rk in g -c la ss  l e c tu r e r .  O ther sp eakers

inc luded  Robert Buchanan, e x -p u b lish e r  o f  th e  S o c ia l i s t  S p i r i t  o f th e  Age,

41Keen, Dixon and Edmund S tallw ood , a  C h a r t is t .

Hamey was c le a r ly  d ire c t in g  th e  in te r n a t io n a l  movement in  

England a t  t h i s  tim e . Schoyen contends th a t  th e  ev en ts  o f 1848 convinced 

Hamey th a t  th e  E n g lish  w o rk in g -c la ss  movement had to  be s o c i a l i s t  as  w e ll 

as d e m o c r a t i c . T h i s  d e s ir e  accounted fo r  h i s  c o n c i l ia to r y  e f f o r t s  to  

engage a man such as Holyoake in  h is  fo llo w in g . P erhaps, he b e lie v e d  th a t  

through Holyoake he could in c lu d e  th e  O w enites, maybe even R obert Owen, 

in  h is  proposed a l l i a n c e .  A g lance  a t  Owens’ b r i e f  s ta tem en ts  on th e

^^N orthem  S ta r , January  6 , 1849, p . 5.

^^N orthern S ta r , March 3 , 1849, p. 5 ; Schoyen, The C h a r t is t  
C hallenge, p. 184. For S ta llw o o d 's  b iography see  Reynold’s  P o l i t i c a l  
I n s t r u c to r , A p ril  27, 1850, pp. 192-193.

^^Schoyen, The C h a r t is t  C hallenge, p . 178.
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1848 re v o lu tio n s  should  have rev ea led  to  Hamey th e  g u lf  th a t  sep a ra ted

43them and th e  u n lik e lih o o d  o f co o p era tio n .

At th e  same tim e Harney m ain ta ined  communications w ith  many of

th e  prom inent French R epublicans and S o c ia l i s t s .  S urv iv ing  l e t t e r s  from

1848 and 1849 in d ic a te  th a t  he knew E tienne Arago, a R epublican fo rced

in to  e x i le  in  1849; M artin  B ernard, a  f r ie n d  o f B lanqui and B arbés, who

as an extrem e l e f t i s t  f le d  France to  escape im prisonm ent; Louis B lanc, a

U topian S o c ia l i s t ;  and Marc C au ss id iè re , a  re v o lu tio n a ry  democrat and

p re fe c t  o f p o lic e  in  P a r is  in  1848 who went in to  e x i le  in  June , 1848.

They w rote  him ask in g  fav o rs  and space in  th e  N orthern  S ta r  f o r  th e i r

44p u b lic a tio n s . He o b lig e d  them f re q u e n tly . More im p o rtan t, Hamey 

continued  h is  correspondence w ith  Engels.

His in tim a te  connection  w ith  Engels u n d e rlin e d  H arney 's  p o s it io n  

in  1848-49 as th e  le ad in g  exponent o f s t a t e  so c ia lism  in  England. He h e ld  

th a t  d i s t in c t io n  o n ly  b r i e f l y ,  though. As Hamey w ro te  to  Engels on 

March 19, 1849, he encoun tered  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w ith  O’Connor o ver th e  e x ten t 

to  which in te m a tio n a l is m  and so c ia lism  ought to  appear in  th e  pages o f 

th e  N orthern  S t a r . In  March, they  c lash ed  over O 'C onnor's f e a r  th a t  

Harney was tu m in g  th e  paper in to  a " fo re ig n  jo u m a l  a l to g e th e r ."  A 

c a u s t ic  debate  was a i r e d  in  th e  N orthern  S ta r  in  March and Hamey r e a l iz e d  

th a t  h is  e d i t o r i a l  in f lu e n c e  was about to  wane. To co u n ter t h i s  d e c lin e .

See R obert Owen, To th e  Government and People o f Europe and 
America (London, 1849), in  H.O. 44/39. S im ila r m an ife sto es  a re  found 
in  th e  Robert Owen Correspondence. Holyoake House, M anchester; see  Nos. 
1 ,5 6 3 , 1,742 and 1 ,744 .

44Black and B lack, e d s . ,  The Hamey P ap e rs , pp. 3 -5 . For an 
example o f H arn ey 's  compliance see th e  N orthern  S ta r , June 30, 1849, 
p. 5 where he p r in te d  a l e t t e r  from Blanc on c u rre n t ev en ts  in  France.
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he announced to  Engels in  a l e t t e r  da ted  May 1 , 1849, h i s  p lan s  fo r  a new 

jo u rn a l .  He c a l le d  i t  th e  Dem ocratic Review of B r i t is h  and F oreign  P o li

t i c s , H is to ry  and L i te r a tu r e  and d esc rib ed  i t  as " th e  organ o f  European 

Democracy.

The appearance o f th e  D em ocratic Review co incided  w ith  a  new 

f lu r r y  o f re v o lu tio n a ry  a c t i v i t y  on th e  c o n tin e n t. The M azzinian Roman 

R epub lic , e s ta b lis h e d  in  February  1849 and defended by G uisippe G a rib a ld i, 

f i n a l ly  f e l l  to  th e  c o u n te r - re v o lu tio n  in  June. Secondly, th e  Hungarian 

re v o lu tio n  o rgan ized  under L ouis K o ssu th 's  le a d e rsh ip  in  A p ril  was e n te r 

in g  i t s  f in a l  phase. The a g i ta t io n  surround ing  both  q u estio n s  focused 

upon th e  E ng lish  i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t s '  e d u ca tio n a l p o licy  tow ards th e  E nglish  

w orking c la s s .

The f a i l u r e  o f th e  Roman R epublic aroused an abusive  o u tb u rs t o f 

w o rk in g -c lass  op in ion  in  England. The F r a te rn a l  Democrats is su e d  an 

ad d ress  to  th e  people  o f  F rance in  which th ey  sev e re ly  c a s t ig a te d  P r e s i

dent Louis Napoleon fo r  i n te r f e r in g  a g a in s t  M azzini. A lready , th e  P r in c e -  

P re s id e n t rece iv ed  th e  i r e  o f th e  i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t s ;  th ey  la b e l le d  him 

th e  "S p ec ia l C onstable o f Europe" in  a sn id e  re fe re n ce  to  h is  b r i e f  s t i n t  

as a s p e c ia l  c o n s ta b le  in  London during  th e  1848 C h a r t is t  d is tu rb a n c e s .

They warned Frenchmen th a t  th e  P rin ce  would undermine t h e i r  c o n s t i tu t io n .

46L ed ru -R o llin  and th e  M outain were t h e i r  f a v o r i te s .

^For th e  two l e t t e r s  to  Engels see  Cadogan, "Hamey and E n g e ls ,"  
In te rn a t io n a l  Review o f S o c ia l H is to ry , X, 67-70. For two of O 'Connor's 
l e t t e r s  to  Harney on th i s  q u estio n  see  Black and B lack, e d s . .  The Hamey 
P ap e rs , pp. 61-63. The key l e t t e r s  which a ir e d  the  debate  p u b lic ly  a re  
in  th e  N orthem  S ta r . O 'C onnor's m ajor a t ta c k  on Hamey was p r in te d  on 
March 24, 1849, p. 5. See a lso  R o th s te in , From Chartism  to  Labourism , 
pp. 147-48.

^^Northem Star. June 16, 1849, p. 5.
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Events in  Rome moved L in to n , who was s t i l l  l iv in g  in  th e  Lake

D is t r i c t ,  to  w r i te  Holyoake u rg ing  a c tio n . He was p leased  to  read  in  th e

47Reasoner th a t  sympathy e x is te d  in  London fo r  M azzini. But he thought 

more was re q u ire d . " I  would be g lad  i f  th e  P e o p le 's  C h arte r Union, th e  

John S t. fo lk s , th e  C ity  M echanics, and o th e r s ,  would use th e  o p p o rtu n ity  

to  p r o te s t  in  th e  s tro n g e s t  manner p o s s ib le  a g a in s t  th e  im possib le  fo re ig n  

p o lic y  o f  our most im possib le  governm ent." He in c lu d ed  a copy o f a p e t i 

t io n  he had e a r l i e r  drawn up and s e n t to  Colonel P e rro n e t Thompson, an 

M. P. and ra d ic a l  f r e e th in k e r .  H is p e t i t io n  c a l le d  fo r  E nglish  i n t e r 

v en tio n  in  o rd e r to  a id  M azzini and he urged o th e rs  to  d ev ise  s im ila r

48p e t i t io n s  ex p ress in g  t h e i r  b e l i e f s .

Indeed , th e  two re b e ll io n s  cap tu red  p u b lic  op in ion  in  England

fo r  th e  rem ainder o f th e  y ear. P u b lic  m eetings were h e ld  throughout th e

country  from J u ly  to  November. Again, th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  r a d ic a l  c e n te rs  o f

England dominated th e  scene. Some g a th e r in g s  were c a l le d  by th e  F r a te rn a l

Democrats, some by th e  p a rliam en tary  r a d ic a ls  and o th e rs  by lo c a l  p u b lic

o f f i c i a l s .  The number o f m eetings in d ic a te d  more th an  a  passing  fancy

on th e  p a r t  o f th e  E ng lish  fo r  th e  I t a l i a n  and Hungarian causes. A ll

were e n th u s ia s t ic a l ly  in  fav o r of I t a l y  and Hungary g a in in g  t h e i r  freedom ,

but th ey  d isag reed  over th e  methods Englishmen should  adopt in  h e lp in g  

49them ach ieve i t .

^ ^Reasoner, June 6 , 1849, V ol. I ,  no. 158, pp. 355-60.

J .  L in ton  to  George J .  Holyoake, June 6 , 1849, No. 313, 
Holyoake C o lle c tio n . For th e  p e t i t io n  see  th e  N orthem  S ta r , June 30, 
1849, p. 5. A good example o f t h i s  r h e to r ic  i s  L in to n 's  a r t i c l e  "The 
N o n -In terv en tio n  P o licy "  in  th e  R easoner, 1849, V ol. I I ,  new s e r i e s ,  
no. 2 , pp. 25-27.

49See the Northem Star, July-November, 1849.
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At a crowded m eeting in  th e  L i te r a ry  I n s t i t u t i o n ,  John S tr e e t  

on Tuesday even ing , Ju ly  24, v io le n t  d ia t r ib e s  a g a in s t  th e  Government's 

in a c t io n  dominated th e  speeches. Among o th e rs  p re se n t were Harney, 

O 'Connor, Reynolds, Watson, C la rk , Dixon, McGrath, H eth erin g to n , Moore 

and Major Beniowski. Moore censured th e  B r i t i s h  Government fo r  n o t pro

t e s t in g  th e  French in te rv e n tio n  in  Rome. C lark  d ec la red  th e  tim e would 

come when through a n a t io n a l  re p re s e n ta t io n  th e  people o f England would 

have th e  power to  he lp  d is t r e s s e d  n a tio n s . O'Connor gave a v io le n t  speech 

th a t  appeared out o f c h a ra c te r  fo r  him, excep t th a t  as always he ro se  to  

th e  occasion  w ith  a bom bastic speech. He s a id :  "Ay, and now i f  England

d id  h e r  d u ty , and sen t h e r 'raw  lo b s te r s ' and 'P ic a d i l ly  b u tc h e r s , '  h e r  

h o rse , f o o t ,  and a r t i l l e r y  to  f ig h t  th e  b a t t l e s  o f th e  b rave  H ungarians, 

th e  E ng lish  people would be more t r a n q u i l  in  th e  m idst o f u n p a ra lle le d  

s u f fe r in g  in  th e  absence o f th o se  co n se rv a to rs  o f th e  peace , i f  they  were 

engaged in  so noble a s t r u g g le ."  He then  d e c la re d  th a t  i f  England d id  

n o t a s s i s t  in  th e  e s tab lish m en t o f peace in  Europe, she would soon f in d  

h e r s e l f  " . . .  a beggar a t  th e  door o f th e  fo r e ig n e r ."  The audience 

cheered bo th  ideas w ild ly . He to ld  them what th ey  wanted to  h e a r . But 

th en  id le  words about far-aw ay even ts were easy  to  come by. Hamey c a l le d  

fo r  England to  recognize  th e  Kossuth Goveimment and to  in te rv e n e  w ith  

fo rc e , i f  n ece ssa ry . But M ajor Beniowski topped them a l l ;  i f  i t  looked 

as though A u s tr ia  and R ussia  were going to  win he adv ised  Kossuth to  pu t 

th e  to rc h  to  every c i ty  and town in  Hungary.

N orthem  S ta r , Ju ly  28, 1849, p . 5. See H arney 's  l e t t e r  in  
th e  s e r ie s  L'Ami du Peuple in  th e  N orthem  S ta r , August 4, 1849, p . 5 fo r  
a s im i la r  s tatem ent o f h is  p o s i t io n . For K o ssu th 's  e f f o r t s  to  engage 
P a lm ers to n 's  sympathy see Eugene H orvath, "Kossuth and Palm erston , 1848- 
1849," S lavonic  and East European Review, IX (March, 1931), 612-31 and 
R id ley , Lord Palm erston, p . 481.
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The John S tr e e t  group drew up a p e t i t io n  ex p re ss in g  th e  

sen tim en ts  o f  th e  even ing ’s  speeches and se n t i t  to  Lord Dudley S tu a r t  

and Lord Beaumont fo r  p re s e n ta t io n  to  b o th  houses o f P a rliam e n t. The 

m oderates were b u s ily  engaged in  t h e i r  own round o f p u b lic  m eetings and 

h a rd ly  ag reed  anyway w ith  th e  Hamey group. Under th e  p re s su re  o f 

K o ssu th 's  r e p re s e n ta t iv e ,  F ran c is  P u lzsky , C ity  Alderman Saloman David 

ch a ired  a p u b lic  m eeting a t  th e  London Tavern in  B ishopsgate  on Monday 

a fte rn o o n  a t  1 :0 0 , Ju ly  23. Some tw enty M. P . ’s  were p re s e n t .

The m otions c a r r ie d  a t  an o th e r o f Lord D ud ley 's  p u b lic  m eetings, 

th i s  one convened in  M arylebone on J u ly  30, r e f le c te d  th e  m oderate, con

se rv a tiv e  p red icam ent. With as many people o u ts id e  as  w ith in  th e  b u i ld 

in g , a lthough  no a tten d an ce  f ig u re s  were c i t e d ,  Hume moved fo r  sympathy, 

n o n - in te rv e n tio n  and ad m ira tio n  o f Hungary’s s t ru g g le .  The m otion c a r

r ie d .  C olonel Thompson concurred  and c a lle d  f o r  g e n tle  p re s su re  on th e  

E ng lish  Government on t h i s  q u e s tio n . H e th erin g to n  ag reed ; he though t 

sympathy f o r  Hungary a f in e  g e s tu re  b u t th a t  th e  r e a l  em phasis ought to  

be p laced  on o b ta in in g  th e  b a l lo t  fo r  E ng lish  w orkers . When S ir  De Lacey 

Evans, L ib e ra l  M. P. f o r  W estm inster, spoke fav o rab ly  o f P a lm ersto n ’s 

fo re ig n  p o lic y , he was h is s e d  down. Hamey appeared a t  t h i s  m eeting even 

though he had l i t t l e  in  common w ith  i t s  sp o n so rs . W ell re c e iv e d  by th e  

w orkers in  th e  aud ience , he appealed  d i r e c t ly  to  them over th e  heads o f 

th e  M .P .'s  on th e  p la tfo rm . He asked f o r  a  show o f hands o f a l l  th o se  

who w anted England to  go to  war w ith  A u s tr ia  and R ussia  to  defend th e

^ ^N orthem  S ta r , Ju ly  28, 1849, p. 8 and Denes A. Jan o ssy ,
G reat B r i ta in  and K ossuth (B udapest: Archivum Europae C e n tro -O rie n ta le s ,
1937), p . 80.
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independence o f Hungary. "THE MEETING RESPONDED WITH ALMOST FRANTIC

ENTHUSIASM." He then  o f fe re d  a coun ter-m easure , b u t no one responded.

No doub t, Hamey beamed w ith  s a t i s f a c t io n .  The m oderates were outdone

a t  t h e i r  own m eeting; E ng lish  sympathy favored  in te rv e n t io n ,  n o t a  do-

52no th in g  p o lic y , he th o u g h t.

H arn ey 's  approach connected th e  id e as  o f freedom a t  home and 

freedom abroad . I t  appeared he had s tru c k  a sym pathetic  chord in  h is  

aud ience. The l in k  between th e  two was in tim a te  and H ungary 's re v o lt  

o ffe re d  an o p p o rtu n ity  to  educa te  th e  E ng lish  w orkers even more th o r

oughly about th e  r e la t io n s h ip .  To h is  w o rk in g -c la ss  opponents, such as 

Thomas Cooper, who advocated reform  a t  home b e fo re  ab ro ad , Harney

re p lie d  th a t  he would g la d ly  agree to  postpone a id  to  Hungary i f  th e

53p ro sp ec t o f  reform  in  England was r e a l .  The f a i lu r e s  o f C hartism  in  

1848 had reconfirm ed  h i s  b e l i e f  th a t  E n g lish  refo rm  had to  come w ith in  a 

European c o n tex t. In  th e  a g i ta t io n  over Cracow he had f i r s t  vo iced  th i s  

view . E ng lish  freedom was in se p a ra b le  from c o n tin e n ta l  freedom and 

because re v o lu tio n  came e a s ie r  in  c o u n tr ie s  beyond th e  E n g lish  Channel 

he gave p r io r i t y  to  a s s is ta n c e  to  o th e rs  in s te a d  of h a rp in g  about hope

le s s  reform  a t  home.

The p r a c t ic a l  r e s u l t s  o f a l l  t h i s  a g i ta t io n  w ere th re e fo ld . 

F i r s t ,  an I t a l i a n  Refugee Fund, headed by Sidney M ilne Hawkes and James 

S ta n s fe ld , which in c lu d ed  m ainly  re sp e c ta b le  r a d ic a ls  on i t s  membership

^^N orthem  S ta r ,  August 4 , 1849, p . 1 and Jan o ssy , G reat B r i ta in
and K ossu th , p. 81. 

53Northem Star. August 18, 1849, p. 5.
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54l i s t ,  was e s ta b lis h e d  to  c o l le c t  funds fo r  th e  I t a l i a n  re fu g ees .

Second, th e  m oderates formed a Hungarian A sso c ia tio n  to  c o l le c t  and d is 

t r i b u te  in fo rm atio n  about th e  Hungarian ev en ts  o f 1848-49 and to  c ir c u 

l a t e  in  sh o rten ed  form any o f f i c i a l  documents th a t  were p u b lish ed .

Hamey sco ffed  a t  such e f f o r t s ;  he thought th e  F ra te rn a l  Democrats should 

be in  charge o f h e lp  fo r  c o n tin e n ta l  d e m o c r a t s . T h i r d ,  th e  F ra te rn a l  

Democrats re v is e d  th e i r  o b je c tiv e s . The su ccess  o f th e  European co u n ter

re v o lu tio n  had convinced Hamey of th e  n e c e s s i ty  fo r  a fo u r - fo ld  program: 

f r a t e r n i ty  o f n a t io n s , a b o l i t io n  o f th e  penny stamp on the  p re s s ,  p o l i t i 

c a l em ancipation o f th e  E ng lish  working c la s s  and d if fu s io n  o f knowledge 

on p o l i t i c a l  and s o c ia l  q u es tio n s . By November, as a r e s u l t  o f th e  f a i l 

u re  o f th e  Hungarian r e v o l t ,  Hamey sought more balance  between dom estic 

and fo re ig n  o b je c t iv e s . But he s t i l l  abhorred  th e  e x is t in g  system :

. . I  am persuaded th a t  we must p u l l  down th e  o ld  i n s t i t u t i o n s  b e fo re  

we can e r e c t  th e  new."^^

H am ey, however, expressed  a  m in o rity  view. W riting  in  h i s  new 

j  o u m a l Reynolds* s P o l i t i c a l  I n s t r u c to r , Reynolds expressed  sen tim en ts  

more w idely  accep ted  because they  were j u s t  l e f t  o f m oderate. The Revolu

tio n s  o f 1848 had f a i l e d ,  he w ro te , b u t th e  people would r i s e  ag a in  to

54N orthern  S ta r , September 8 , 1849, p. 5.

"H ungarian A sso c ia tio n ,"  Toulmain Smith C o lle c tio n , 7215, 
item  131, Birmingham P u b lic  L ib ra ry  as r e p r in te d  in  th e  Appendix o f 
Thomas G. Kabdebo, "Lord Dudley S tu a r t  and th e  Hungarian Refugees of 
1849," B u l le t in  o f  th e  I n s t i t u t e  o f H is to r ic a l  R esearch, XLIV (November, 
1971), 268-69.

^^N orthem  S ta r , September 8 , 1849, p . 5.

^ ^Democratic Review of B r i t i s h  and Foreign  P o l i t i c s ,  H is to ry  
and L i t e r a tu r e , Vol. I ,  November 1849, pp. 201-206, 240, and N orthern  
S ta r . November 3 , 1849, p. 5.
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f ig h t  ty ran n y . He contended th a t  p h y s ic a l- fo rc e  was th e  only  method th a t

could  p rov ide  j u s t i c e  fo r  th e  v ic tim s  o f ty ran n y  in  Europe, bu t in  England

v ic to ry  would come through th e  m oral in f lu e n c e  o f p u b lic  o p in ion . The
58p h y s ic a l- fo rc e  man in  England was a  t r a i t o r  to  th e  popu lar cause. His

he ro es  were K ossuth, M azzini and L ed ru -R o llin , who were re sp e c ta b le

59re v o lu t io n a r ie s  u n ta in te d  by communism o r so c ia lism .

D esp ite  t h e i r  d if f e r e n c e s , Harney and th e  popu lar speaker 

Reynolds tu rn ed  th e  t id e  o f E ng lish  w o rk in g -c la ss  op in ion  regard ing  th e  

Hungarian q u estio n  a g a in s t th e  p a rliam en ta ry  r a d ic a l s .  In  London, a t  

l e a s t ,  th e  o p e ra tiv e s  favored  d i r e c t  E ng lish  in te rv e n t io n .  With Reynolds 

vaguely  pronouncing f o r  s o c ia lism , he and Harney le d  th e  a s s a u l t  on th ose  

C h a r t is ts  who counseled co o p era tio n  w ith  th e  m id d le -c la ss  r a d ic a ls .

Harney ch a llen g ed  th e  C h a r t is t  le a d e rsh ip  w ith  th e  Hungarian a g i ta t io n  as 

th e  c u t t in g  edge of h is  a t ta c k .  The F r a te rn a l  D em ocrats, he w ro te , d id  

n o t want to  usurp th e  C h a r t is ts  and i f  th e  C h a r t is t  reo rg an ized  th ey  would 

jo in  them; i f  n o t, then  th e  F ra te rn a l  Democrats would f u l f i l l  t h e i r  

m issio n  a lo n e .

The n a tion -w ide  Hungarian a g i ta t io n ,  which overshadowed th e  

I t a l i a n  q u e s tio n , r e f le c te d  E ng lish  R ussophobia. But even i f  th e  R ussians 

had n o t in te rv e n ed  in  1849, th e  E ng lish  w o rk in g -c la ss  I n te r n a t io n a l i s t s  

would have s id ed  w ith  th e  c o n tin e n ta l  re v o lu t io n a r ie s  because th e

eg
Reynolds' s P o l i t i c a l  I n s t r u c to r , V ol. I ,  December 1 , 1849,

pp. 26-27.

^^See R eynold 's P o l i t i c a l  I n s t r u c to r , V ol. I ,  December 1 , 1849, 
p . 28, December 8 , 1849, pp. 34-35, December 15, 1849, p. 49, and 
December 29, 1849, p. 58.

^^Worthem Star, November 3, 1849, p. 5.
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e s ta b lis h e d  governments in  France (Louis N apoleon), A u s tr ia  and R ussia  

were under th e  c o n tro l o f th e  ty ra n ts  th ey  re v i le d  so much. T h e ir s in 

c e r i ty ,  though weak when c a l le d  upon fo r  p r a c t i c a l  a id ,  emanated from a 

sense  o f common ex periences w ith  th e  European re v o lu t io n a r ie s ;  la c k  o f 

freedom, s o c ia l  opp ression  and economic d e p re ss io n .

At t h i s  ju n c tu re  C hartism  was ru p tu red  by in te r n a l  d is se n s io n . 

O’C onnorite fo rce s  and H arney’s people c lash ed  in  January  1850 over th e  

q u estio n  o f co o p era tio n  w ith  th e  p a rliam en ta ry  r a d ic a l s .  O’Connor and . 

Harney p a rte d  ways and Harney was fo rced  to  re s ig n  from th e  N orthern  S ta r  

and s tru c k  out on h is  own. Furtherm ore, th e  C h a r t is t  o rg a n iz a tio n  s p l i t .  

H arney’s fo llo w ers  cap tu red  th e  ex ecu tiv e  o f  th e  NCA. John A m o tt,

Thomas Brown, W illiam  D avis, James G rassby, Ham ey, Thomas M iles,

John M ilne, Reynolds and Edmund Stallw ood s a t  on th e  new e x ec u tiv e . A ll 

o f  them excep t M iles had had p rev ious connection  w ith  th e  in te r n a t io n a l  

la b o r  movement through p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  one o r an o th er o f th e  o rg an iza 

t io n s  formed a f t e r  1845. They were a lso  confirm ed s o c ia l  re fo rm ers .

D esp ite  on ly  500 C h a r t is ts  members s t i l l  on th e  books, th e  dem ocratic- 

in t e m a t io n a l i s t s  had c o n tro l o f th e  on ly  s ig n i f ic a n t  w o rk in g -c lass  

p o l i t i c a l  o rg a n iz a tio n  in  England. Thomas C lark  and th e  o th e r  O 'C onnorites 

formed a s h o r t - l iv e d  N a tio n a l C h arte r League th a t  advocated co o p era tio n  

w ith  m id d le -c la ss  re fo rm ers . The o th e r  o rgan ized  group was th e  N a tio n a l

G leason, Genesis of Russophobia, pp. 288-89 contends th a t  
E nglish  Russophobia r e s u l te d  from a repugnance tow ards th e  Russian govern
m ent, from a tra d e  r iv a l r y  in  which England was lo s in g , from a c c id e n ta l  
encoun ters and from p o lic y  c la sh e s . B. G. Ivany, "The Working C lasses 
o f B r i ta in  and the  E aste rn  European R evolu tion  (1 8 4 8 ),"  S lavonic and E ast 
European Review, XXVI (November, 1947), 107-25 argues th a t  th e  E ng lish  
concern r e s u l te d  from l i t e r a r y  e f f o r t s  and p u b l ic i ty  campaigns about 
Hungary during  th e  1840s.
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Reform League, which O’B rien  founded in  January  o f 1850; i t  to o  c a l le d

fo r  s o c ia l  reform . S o c ia lism  had f i n a l l y  s p l i t  th e  C h a r t is t  movement.

The tem porary v ic to ry  belonged to  th o se  who c a l le d  fo r  " s o c i a l i s t  m eas-
62u re s  through p o l i t i c a l  m eans," and th ey  were th e  i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t s .

The emphasis on so c ia lism  and making a  commitment to  s o c ia l

reform  appeared p rom inently  in  w o rk in g -c la ss  c i r c l e s  in  e a r ly  1850. At

th e  F ra te rn a l  D em ocrats' New Y ears ' Eve f e s t i v a l  h e ld  a t  th e  John S tr e e t

I n s t i t u t i o n  on December 31, 1849, some 300 persons o f bo th  sexes tu rn e d

out fo r  t e a .  Almost everyone wore "Red" r ib b o n s . A ccording to  Harney

th e  members o f th e  F ra te rn a l  Democrats v a r ie d  in  t h e i r  adherence to

so c ia lism , b u t a l l  " . . .  th e  Red R epublicans and S o c ia l Reformers o f th e

co n tin en t have our h e a r ty  sympathy and good w ish e s ."  Amidst c h e e rs , he

d ec la red  th a t  th e  "Red F lag" would tram p le  t h e i r  enemies and would
63

" r a l l y  a l l  th e  n a tio n s  around L ib e r ty 's  T re e ."  That was e s s e n t i a l ly

th e  message o f th e  m an ife sto  th ey  p u b lish ed  c e le b ra t in g  th e  February  1848
64French R evo lu tion . The p e o p le 's  r ig h t s  were b o th  p o l i t i c a l  and s o c ia l .

I f ,  however, th e  F r a te rn a l  D em ocrats' b rand  o f so c ia lism  tended 

tow ards extrem ism , o th e r ,  new ad h eren ts  p o s ite d  f o r  th e  E n g lish  w orker a  

calm er and more reasoned  s o c ia lism . Two new new spapers f ig u re d  h e re . In  

March 1850 th e  Leader appeared . I t s  o r ig in a l  sh a reh o ld e rs  in c lu d ed  L in to n , 

Thornton Hunt, son o f  th e  poet Leigh Hunt, G. H. Lewes, w r i te r  and l a t e r

62 See Schoyen, The C h a r t is t  C h allen g e , pp. 194-99; F rances 
G il le s p ie ,  Labor and P o l i t i c s  in  England, 1850-1867 (Durham: Duke
U n iv e rs ity  P re s s , 1927), pp. 66-71 ( e r r o r  r id d e n ) ;  and C ole, C h a r t is t  
P o r t r a i t s , pp. 263-64.

^^N orthem  S ta r ,  January  5 , 1850, p . 1.

^^id., March 2, 1850, p. 5.
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e d i to r  o f th e  F o r tn ig h tly  Review, W. E. F o r s te r ,  a w ealthy  young B radford  

w orsted  m an u fac tu re r , th e  Reverend Edmund Larken, a  C h r is t ia n  S o c i a l i s t ,  

John M inter Morgan, a  form er Owenite, Thomas B a llan ty n e , th e  e d i to r  and a 

form er A nti-C om  Law jo u r n a l i s t ,  and Joseph C layton, th e  p r in t e r .  H oly- 

oake was th e  p a p e r 's  o f f ic e  manager. The Leader o ffe re d  E ng lish  r a d ic a ls  

d iv e rs e  p h ilo so p h ie s , b u t so c ia lism  was fre q u e n tly  fe a tu re d . I t  was 

probably  Hunt, whom L in ton  viewed as to o  "com m unistic," who w rote th e  

a r t i c l e  "What i s  our S ocia lism ?" E n g lish  S o c ia lism , th e  w r i te r  contended, 

drew from a l l  S o c ia l i s t s  and depended on no system . I t  in vo lved  th e  

sp read  o f "Common Labour" on a  p a r w ith  co m p etitio n . T h a t, i t  was id e a l 

i s t i c a l l y  assumed, would le ad  th e  w orkers to  secu rin g  a l l  th e  n a t io n 's  

" m a te r ia l  e x is te n c e "  and so f r e e  them to  beg in  le g i s l a t i n g  f o r  a  new 

s o c ie ty . S o c ia l reform s preceded p o l i t i c a l  refo rm s; changes in  th e

p o l i t i c a l  sphere  would th en  grow ou t o f th e  "co n v ic tio n s"  o f th e  n a tio n .

65E ducation  r a th e r  than  b a r r ic a d e s  was th e  p a th  o f B r i t i s h  S o c ia lism .

The o th e r  new paper was R ey n o ld s 's  Weekly Newspaper which • 

appeared in  May 1850 as an outgrow th o f th e  e a r l i e r  R ey no lds 's  P o l i t i c a l  

I n s t r u c to r . Reynolds advocated g r e a te r  freedom f o r  th e  E ng lish  p r o le ta r 

i a t .  He, to o , had adopted a  brand o f vague so c ia lism , a lthough  he c a l le d  

fo r  th e  a tta in m en t o f p o l i t i c a l  and s o c ia l  r ig h t s  b e fo re  th e  implementa

t io n  of some form o f s o c ia lism  o r  c o m m u n i s m . T h e  pages o f  h is  news

pap er were flooded  w ith  a r t i c l e s  and re p o r ts  about th e  in te r n a t io n a l  

la b o r  movement in  th e  1850s and 1860s. At f i r s t  he opened h is  columns

^^L eader, May 11, 1850, p . 154 and Sm ith, R ad ica l A r t is a n , 
pp. 93-99.

See R eyno lds 's  Weekly Newspaper, June 9 , 1850, p . 4; f o r  s im ila r  
s ta tem en ts  see  R eyno lds 's  P o l i t i c a l  I n s t r u c to r , Vol. I ,  February  16, 1850, 
p . 114 and Vol. I ,  March 16, 1850, p. 146.
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to  a l l  shades o f  r a d ic a l  o p in io n , but g ra d u a lly  g ra v i ta te d  towards 

r e s p e c ta b i l i ty .

In  c o n tra s t  to  th e se  m oderate papers Hamey brought out in  June 

1850 th e  Red R epublican . Although i t  only  la s t e d  u n t i l  December, when he 

changed i t s  name to  th e  F rien d  of th e  P eo p le , i t  ep itom ized  th e  new Char

tism  b e t t e r  th an  any o th e r  paper o f  i t s  tim e. In  i t s  f i r s t  is s u e ,

Howard Morton w ro te :

C hartism  in  1850 i s  a  d i f f e r e n t  th in g  from C hartism  in  1840.
The le a d e rs  o f th e  E ng lish  p r o le ta r ia n s  have proved th a t  they  
a re  t ru e  dem ocrats, . . . They have p ro g ressed  from th e  id ea  o f 
a sim ple  p o l i t i c a l  reform  to  th e  id ea  of a  S o c ia l  R evo lu tion .

The enem ies o f  t h i s  movement were " a l l  o th e r  c la s s e s  o f s o c ie ty  put

t o g e t h e r . I n d e e d ,  a r t i c l e s  about so c ia lism  and communism dominated

th e  pages o f t h i s  p u b lic a t io n  and o f H arney 's  D em ocratic Review. Schoyen

b e lie v e s  th a t  Engels w rote th e  unsigned " L e tte r s  from Germany" and

68" L e tte r s  from P a r is "  in  th e  Dem ocratic Review. In te rn a tio n a lism  

in s te a d  o f  p a ro c h ia lism  r e f le c te d  th e  tone  o f th e  C h a r t is t  le a d e rs .

By th e  summer o f  1850 Hamey and Jo n es , who was re le a se d  from 

p r iso n  in  e a r ly  J u ly ,  re p re se n te d  th e  tre n d  o f in te rn a tio n a lis m  and Char

tism . Harney now pursued  th e  co o p era tio n  o f th e  tra d e  un ions. He b e lie v e d  

th a t  th e  key to  su ccess  f o r  independent w o rk in g -c la ss  p o l i t i c s  la y  in  

g a in in g  th e  adherence of th e  un ions. In  th e  Red R epublican he devoted 

c o n s id e ra b le  space to  s t r i k e s  and even spoke b e fo re  p u b lic  m eetings on 

b e h a lf  o f  s t r i k e r s .  In  August 1850, he c a l le d  a  Dem ocratic Conference to

Red R epub lican . June 22, 1850, p . 2. Schoyen, The C h a r t is t  
C h allen g e , pp. 203-204 su g g ests  th a t  Howard Morton was r e a l ly  Helen 
M acfarlane, th e  adm irer o f Marx and Engels and th e  t r a n s la to r  o f th e  
f i r s t  E ng lish  e d i t io n  of th e  Communist M an ifesto .

6 8 Schoyen, The C h a r t is t  C hallenge, pp . 202-203.
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cement th e  u n ity  o f  th e  v a rio u s  s o c i a l i s t  and tra d e  union groups. 

Included among those  a tte n d in g  were th e  re p re s e n ta t iv e s  o f th e  Metro

p o l i ta n  Trades Council whose membership numbered 17,000. By th e  c lo se  

o f th e  y ea r th e  conference had f a i l e d  to  ach ieve i t s  g o a l o f  forming a 

p o l i t i c a l  p a r ty ,  a lthough i t s  s o c i a l i s t i c  b ia se s  were e v id e n t.

Hamey a ls o  concerned h im se lf w ith  th e  w e lfa re  o f  th e  refugees 

in  England. Outraged by th e  shadowing o f some German re fu g ees  by Prus

s ia n  sp ie s  and E nglish  in fo rm ers , he w rote a b l i s t e r i n g  defense  o f t h e i r  

a c t i v i t i e s - i n  England, w hich, he s a id ,  they  and th e  P o les  perform ed 

always in  th e  shadow o f d ire  d e s t i tu t io n .^ ^  In  a d d it io n , he a s s is te d  

th e  P o les in  th e  founding o f t h e .Dem ocratic Refugee Committee, which was 

s e t  up to  a id  re c e n tly  a r r iv e d  e x i le s .  Numbering between 98 and 100, 

some o f K o ssu th 's  P o lish  Legion s o ld ie r s  landed a t  Southampton in  March. 

They became pawns in  th e  s tru g g le  between th e  " re sp e c ta b le "  and s o c ia l 

i s t s  wings o f th e  i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t s  in  England. Upon a r r i v a l  they  were 

p ro v is io n ed  by th e  Mayor o f Southampton. Then Lord D ud ley 's  so c ie ty  

whisked some of them o f f  to  America. Harney b e lie v e d  th a t  a  consp iracy  

e x is te d  to  remove th e se  s o ld ie r s  o f  democracy from Europe. The Demo-. 

c r a t i c  Refugee Committee was designed  to  d is ru p t  th a t  p o lic y  and p rov ide

Schoyen, The C h a r t is t  C hallenge, pp. 206-208. R eynolds' s • 
Weekly Newspaper, August 11, 1850, p. 1; August 25, 1850, p . 7.
O ctober 13, 1850, pp. 10-11; O ctober 20, 1850, p. 10. and November 17, 
1850, p. 10. N orthern S ta r , O ctober 13, 1850, p . 1; O ctober 19, 1850, 
p . 5; O ctober 26, 1850, p. 5 ; November 2 , 1850, p. 1; November 9 , 1850, 
p . 1; and November 16, 1850, p . 1.

^^Red R epublican, June 29, 1850, pp. 12-13. He w ro te  th i s  
a r t i c l e  a f t e r  a l e t t e r  from Marx, Engels and August W illic h  to  th e  Sun 
exposed th e  spying of th e  a u th o r i t i e s  on th e i r  movements. See the  
N orthern  S ta r , June 15, 1850, p. 7 fo r  a r e p r in t  o f t h e i r  l e t t e r .  For 
an example o f one o f th ese  spy re p o r ts  see  David M cLellan, K arl Marx, 
pp. 230-31.
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th e  s o c i a l i s t s  in  th e  em ig ra tio n  w ith  a means o f su p p o rt. Although

g a lla n t  in  in t e n t ,  i t  faced  an u p h i l l  s tru g g le  in  o b ta in in g  employment

fo r  th o se  re fu g ees  who remained behind in  England.

Hamey focused  h is  e f f o r t s  on h e lp in g  th e  re fu g ees  su rv iv e  and

on re o rg a n iz in g  Chartism . By c o n tra s t ,  Jones appealed  d i r e c t ly  to  th e

English  populace. Upon h is  re le a s e  from p r is o n , th e  F ra te rn a l  Democrats

fe te d  him on Ju ly  10, 1850, a t  th e  Craven Arms pub and th e  NCA did  th e
72same on Ju ly  11 a t  th e  John S tr e e t  I n s t i tu t io n .  A m arty r o f s o r ts  fo r  

h is  tw o-year p r iso n  term  he was e x c e lle n tly  p o s itio n e d  to  sp read  h is  

s o c ia l  reform  id eas  th roughout th e  co u n try s id e . Being an e n th u s ia s t ic  

p u b lic  sp eak e r, he p o p u la rized  th e  Marxian id eas  o f th e  Communist Mani

f e s to  and o th e r  such w r it in g s . He espoused s o c i a l i s t i c  reform  to

audiences in  th e  M idlands and th e  North o f England during  th e  f a l l  o f 

731850.

He pledged h im se lf to  h e lp ing  th e  poor. S im ila r  to  Hamey and 

th e  F ra te rn a l  Democrats, he re a l iz e d  th a t  few E n g lish  w orkers recognized  

th e  connection  between s o c ia l  and p o l i t i c a l  reform . " I  b e lie v e  th e re  i s  

l i t t l e  use in  h o ld in g  b e fo re  them the  Cap o f L ib e r ty , u n le ss  you ho ld  

THE BIG LOAF by th e  s id e  o f i t  . . .  ."  He b e lie v e d  th a t  knowledge of 

t h e i r  s o c ia l  r ig h t s  would enab le  E nglish  w orkers to  r e ta in  t h e i r

N o r th e rn  S ta r , March 30, 1850, p . 2 and May 18, 1850, p . 5. 
R eynolds' s Weekly Newspaper, June 16, 1850, p. 6. L eader, Ju ly  6 , 1850, 
p. 350. Red R epub lican , Ju ly  13, 1850, pp. 25-26; Ju ly  20, 1850, pp. 
36-37; and August 3 , 1850, pp. 53-54. D isagreem ents e x is te d  over th e  
number rem ain ing , as e i th e r  60 o r 80 were c i te d .

72 N orthern  S ta r . Ju ly  13, 1850, p. 1.

73See S a v i l le ,  E rnest Jones ; C h a r t i s t , pp . 37-39.
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74p o l i t i c a l  r ig h t s  once th ey  o b ta in ed  them. The problem was to  educa te

them about th e  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f t h i s  i s s u e .  Jo n es’ sympathy w ith  w orking- 

c la s s  s u f fe r in g s  enab led  him to  speak knowledgably to  th e  w orkers about 

t h e i r  r ig h t s .  He em phathized w ith  them a g a in s t th e  o th e r  c la s s e s .

W riting  to  Harney from Sussex in  Ju ly  1850, he commented: "Seven p arks

la i d  under our eyes from the  h i l l  on th e  common—gorgeous country  s e a t s ,  

a few r ic h  farm houses, and no t one la b o u re r ’s c o t ta g e , Good heavens! 

where do they  l i v e ,  th e  men who made a l l  t h a t  r ic h  and ornam ental c u l t i 

v a t io n ,  bu t in  th e  v i l l a g e  a re  backsloughs as bad as S t. G ile s ’s  under

75th e  very  shadow o f  th e  g re a t o ld  C hurch." Jones sp en t th e  rem ainder 

o f  h is  a c t iv e  C h a r t is t  days espousing  s o c ia l  reform .

Thus, th e  c o n v ic tio n  th a t  s o c ia lism  and s o c ia l  reform  were 

e s s e n t ia l  to  th e  obtainm ent and p re s e rv a tio n  o f p o l i t i c a l  r ig h t s  was th e  

u l t im a te  r e s u l t  o f th e  1848-49 re v o lu tio n s . The February  R evo lu tion  in  

France prov ided  th e  C h a r t is ts  w ith  th e  im petus they  needed to  a s s a u l t  th e  

Queen’s Government. That C h a r t is t  e f f o r t s  f a i l e d  to  to p p le  a r i s t o c r a t i c  

government r e f l e c te d  th e  overwhelming s tr e n g th  o f th e  a u th o r i ty  s t r u c 

tu r e ,  no t th e  in h e re n t weakness o f th e  n o n -d e fe re n tia l  working c la s s .

The in t e r n a t i o n a l i s t s  had g re a t hopes fo r  re v o lu tio n  a f t e r  F eb ruary , b u t 

su f fe re d  th e  same f a te  as th e  C h a r t i s t s .  By mid-summer t h e i r  exp ec ta 

t io n s  were dashed and t h e i r  o rg a n iz a tio n s  were mangled.

Y e t, th e  in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r  movement su rv iv ed . Due to  th e  

le a d e rh ip ’s  id e o lo g ic a l  d e d ic a tio n  to  reform  th e  movement rev iv ed  in

^^N orthem  S ta r . August 10, 1850, p. 1.

^^E m est Jones to  George J u l ia n  H am ey, J u ly  22, 1850, B lack 
and B lack, e d s . , The Hamey P a p e rs , pp. 26-28.
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1849 and showed g re a t r e s id u a l  s tre n g th  in  a g i ta t io n  fo r  H ungarian 

independence. T h e ir hopes so ared  once ag a in  as v io le n t  r h e to r i c ,  such 

as H arn ey 's , met w ith  w o rk in g -c la ss  ap p ro v a l. The numerous w e ll-a tte n d e d  

m eetings h e ld  a c ro ss  th e  coun try  in  th e  second h a l f  o f 1849 encouraged 

them in  t h e i r  b e l i e f s .  1848 had shown th e  E ng lish  w orkers ' d i s l ik e  o f 

a c tu a l  re v o lu tio n , b u t 1849 r e f le c te d  t h e i r  continued  f a s c in a t io n  w ith  

c o n tin e n ta l  peop les who were s t r iv in g  f o r  freedom. P erhaps, an emphasis 

upon th e  concept o f  s o c ia l  reform  could a ls o  educate  th e  E n g lish  working 

c la s s  about i t s  la ck  o f r e a l  freedom. S o c ia l reform  became th e  s lo g an  

o f th e  i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t s .



CHAPTER I I I  

THE GOVERNMENT AND THE REFUGEES, 1850-1853

Although th e  w o rk in g -c la ss  i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t s  a t  1850 pronounced 

in  fav o r o f s o c ia l  reform , th ey  never q u ite  agreed upon an exac t program. 

These h e i r s  o f  Chartism  faced  com petition  in  th e  1850s. The j i n g o i s t i c  

ra d ic a lism  o f  men such as  John A rthur Roebuck and th e  m id d le -c la ss  

ra d ic a lism  o f Joseph Hume and John B rig h t who had formed in  1848 th e  

" L i t t l e  C h arter"  movement c o n s t i tu te d  two a l te r n a t iv e s .  They saw th e  

d e c lin e  o f Chartism  as an o p p o rtu n ity  to  re d e fin e  th e  reform  debate  under 

t h e i r  own, n o t working c la s s ,  le a d e rs h ip . C onsequently , t h i s  p e rio d  was 

one o f frag m en ta tio n  and con fusion  w ith  many su g g es tio n s  b e in g  o ffe re d  

fo r  th e  E ng lish  la b o r movement's fu tu r e .  The c e n tr a l  is s u e  was th a t  o f 

th e  r e la t io n  o f w orkers to  th e  m iddle c la s s .  In  tim e th e  q u estio n  was 

re so lv ed  in  favo r o f c o o p e ra tio n , b u t du ring  th e  y e a rs  1850-53 th e  o u t

come hung in  th e  b a la n c e .^

G il le s p ie ,  Labor and P o l i t i c s  i s  th e  s tan d a rd  account of th e se  
and l a t e r  y e a rs . She contends th a t  by 1850 th e  E ng lish  working c la s s e s  
were in te r n a t io n a l ly  m inded, b u t does n o t measure how deeply  th e  im pact 
was f e l t .  Her prim ary focus i s  on p a rliam en ta ry  p o l i t i c s ,  no t on th e  
in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r movement. For Gammage's account see  h is  H is to ry  of 
th e  C h a r t is t  Movement, pp. 359-402. H oveil. C h a r t is t  Movement, pp. 300- 
12 b r i e f ly  scans th e  y ea rs  under study  h e re . Ward, C hartism , pp. 222-31 
h a rd ly  does any more j u s t i c e  to  t h i s  p e rio d  than  d id  H ovell. The e n t i r e  
w o rk in g -c lass  movement between 1848 and 1854 needs a new sy n th e s is  to  
b rin g  i t s  re sea rch  u p - to -d a te .  That i s  n o t proposed h e re , bu t r a th e r  th i s  
ch ap te r aims a t  i l lu m in a tin g  p a r t  o f th e  " . . .  change in  th e  tone  and

75
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The in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r movement a lso  s u ffe re d  confusion  and 

frag m en ta tio n . In  o rd e r to  achieve t h e i r  g o a ls  o f s o c ia l  and p o l i t i c a l  

reform  th e  i n te r n a t io n a l i s t s  had to  d e fin e  t h e i r  s o c ia l  th e o r ie s  and 

exp ress them in  an appea ling  manner to  th e  w orkers. They needed a u n i

f ie d  program i f  they  were to  convince th e  w ider w o rk in g -c la ss  s t ru c tu re  

on a  s o c ia l  le v e l  to  m arsh a ll i t s  support to  ach ieve  reform . I  w i l l  

argue below th a t  t h i s  p re r e q u is i te  fo r  success eluded  th e  movement fo r  

two reaso n s. F i r s t ,  in te rn a tio n a lis m  o p era ted  in  a weakened and demoral

ized  co n d itio n  in  th e  y ea rs  p reced ing  th e  Crimean War. In  o rd e r to  su s

t a in  i t s e l f  i t  r e l i e d  upon enthusiasm  g enera ted  from fo re ig n  even ts  and 

from th e  appearance in  England o f prom inent fo re ig n e rs ,  bo th  sym pathetic  

and unsym pathetic . This r e l ia n c e  compounded r a th e r  th an  re so lv ed  d i f f e r 

ences over th e  ro le  o f s o c ia l  reform  because i t  caused th e  in te r n a t io n a l

i s t s  to  m isp lace t h e i r  emphasis and expend t h e i r  e n e rg ie s  on d iv e rse  and 

f r u i t l e s s  a f f a i r s  in s te a d  o f c re a tin g  a  common ph ilosophy . Secondly, th e  

a u th o r i ty  s t r u c tu r e  m arshalled  i t s  re so u rces  to  oppose th e  movement. The 

s o c ia l  c o n tro l  o f p o lic e  harassm ent became a  m a tte r  o f re co rd  and 

accom plished i t s  goal o f d is ru p tin g  th e  re fu g ees  and t h e i r  a l l i e s .  From 

h in d s ig h t we know th a t  th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  o f re v o lu tio n  was rem ote a f t e r  

1848. But contem poraries possessed  no such knowledge and took  th e  p re 

c au tio n  o f keeping an eye on th e se  p o te n t ia l  d i s s id e n ts .  Thus, the
2

in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r movement floundered  w h ile  w a itin g  fo r  an o th er 1848.

tem per of B r i t i s h  ra d ic a lism "  a f t e r  th e  d i s a s te r  o f 1848. For a recogn i
t io n  of t h i s  need see J .  F. C. H arriso n , "A Knife and Fork Q uestion?;
Some Recent W ritings on th e  H is to ry  of S o c ia l Movements," V ic to ria n  
S tu d ie s , XVIII (December, 1974), 224.

2
For in te rn a tio n a lis m  during  th e se  y ears  see  R o th s te in , From 

Chartism  to  Labourism , pp. 153-65 and Schoyen, The C h a r t is t  C hallenge, 
pp. 202-33.
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In  t h i s  p e rio d  Her M ajesty 's  Government began a re g u la r  p o lic y  

of observ ing  th e  re fu g ees  and th e i r  E nglish  f r ie n d s .  The s c a le  o f  t h i s  

p o lic e  esp ionage transcended  e a r l i e r  spying on w ork in g -c lass  a c t i v i t y  

and r e f le c te d  th e  upper c l a s s ’s  fe a rs  of th e  re v o lu tio n a ry  p o te n t ia l  o f 

th e  in t e r n a t io n a l i s t s .  The bulk  o f t h i s  esp ionage was under th e  d ire c 

t io n  o f th e  D e tec tiv e  D iv is io n  o f th e  M etro p o litan  P o lic e . H ig h -le v e l 

p o lic e  o f f ic e r s  d isag reed  about th e  in te n t io n  of a p o lic e  fo rce . C olonel 

C harles Rowan b e lie v e d  th a t  th e  p o lic e  ought to  a c t  upon th e  p re v e n ta tiv e  

p r in c ip le  o n ly . H is co lleague  R ichard Mayne argued th a t  th e  d e te c t io n  o f 

crime was j u s t  as  v a l id .  C onsequently , th e  D e tec tiv e  D iv ision  o f two 

in sp e c to rs  and s ix  s e rg e a n ts  was e s ta b lis h e d  in  1842. In  th e  1850s th e  

d e te c tiv e s  and o th e r  re g u la r  policemen who were c a l le d  upon o c c a s io n a lly  

to  perform  t h e i r  d u tie s  in  c iv i l i a n  d ress  emerged as t ru e  p ro fe s s io n a ls .  

P rev io u s ly , men who f u l f i l l e d  t h e i r  ro le s  had done so in  o rder to  o b ta in  

rewards fo r  co n v ic tio n s  o r  to  s a t i s f y  p o l i t i c a l  demands as agen ts p ro

v o c a te u rs . The low er c la s s e s  d isd a in ed  th e se  men in  e a r l i e r  tim es and 

tr a n s fe r r e d  t h e i r  d i s l ik e  o f  them to  the  new d e te c t iv e s .  Since th e  newly 

formed p o lic e  in  London had y e t to  gain  th e  working c l a s s ’s fa v o r , th e
3

job  o f th e  d e te c t iv e s  was doubly d i f f i c u l t .

3
For th e  e stab lish m en t o f th e  D e tec tiv e  D iv is io n  see th e  c o rre s 

pondence in  H.O. 45/724. Background in fo rm atio n  on i t s  c re a tio n  and th e  
philosophy behind  i t  i s  found in  C harles R e ith , B r i t i s h  P o lice  and th e  
Democratic Id e a l  (London: Oxford U n iv e rs ity  P re s s , 1943), pp. 72-112,
153-59, 233; I b i d . ,  A New Study o f P o lice  H is to ry  (Edinburgh: O liv e r
and Boyd, 1956), pp. 143-67; and B elton Cobb, The F i r s t  D e tec tiv es  and 
th e  E arly  C areer o f R ichard Mayne, Commissioner of P o lic e  (London: Faber
and Faber, L td . ,  1957). For re cen t work on th e  E ng lish  p o lic e  see  R obert 
D. S to rch , "The Plague o f th e  Blue L ocusts: P o lice  Reform and P opular
R esis tan ce  in  N orthern  England, 1840-57," In te rn a t io n a l  Review o f S o c ia l 
H is to ry , XX (P a rt 1 , 1975), 61-90 who argues th a t  th e  p o lic e  ac ted  as 
m iddle c la s s  ag en ts  in  w ork in g -c lass  com m unities, and hence were
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S u rp rise  might j u s t i f i a b l y  be r e g is te r e d  on th e  q u estio n  why 

th e  p o lic e  bo th ered  to  observe th e  i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t s  a t  a l l .  Had n o t 

th e  1848-49 a g i ta t io n  f a i le d ?  Yes, i t  had , b u t th e  a u th o r i t i e s '  f e a r  o f 

th e  s o c ia l  re v o lu tio n a ry  a sp ec t o f  Chartism  under i t s  new le a d e rs  

prompted th e  o b serv a tio n . On t h i s  p o in t one o f th e  p o lic e  re p o r ts  i s  

in s t r u c t iv e .  P o lice  c o n s ta b le s  and se rg e a n ts  conducted most o f th e  

a c tu a l  o b se rv a tio n . They were h a rd ly  w ell-in fo rm ed  on c u rre n t s o c ia l  

c r i t ic i s m . Y et, th e  policem an w r i t in g  h is  r e p o r t  on March 13, 1850, 

r e f e r r e d  to  th e  "Red R epublican C h ie fs ."  F ear o f s o c i a l i s t  o r  communist 

in s p ire d  upheaval and a d e s ir e  f o r  s o c ia l  c o n tro l  r e s u l te d  in  th e  p o lic e  

p ra c t ic e s  o f  th e  1850s. In  th e  minds o f th e  a u th o r i t ie s  C hartism  had 

become a  p a r t  o f in te rn a tio n a lis m  and th e  prom inent exponents o f th e  

in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r  movement were e i th e r  dem ocrats, s o c i a l i s t s  o r commu-
4

n i s t s .  A ll were su spec t o f w rong-doing.

The p o lic e  r e p o r ts  o f f e r  innum erable in s ig h ts  about th e  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t s .  Most im p o rtan t, th e  f i r s t  co n cre te  evidence about 

th e  s o c ia l  com position o f th e  w o rk in g -c la ss  crowds th a t  a tte n d ed  i n t e r 

n a t io n a l  m eetings i s  found in  th e  r e p o r ts .  The r a d ic a l  newspapers were 

co n ten t w ith  s ta tem en ts  about p r o le ta r ia n  ty p es  o r  low er o rd e rs , o r made

re se n te d . W ilbur R. M il le r ,  "P o lic e  A u th o rity  in  London and New York 
C ity , 1830-1870," Jo u rn a l o f S o c ia l H is to ry , (W inter, 1975), 81-101 
contends somewhat le s s  conv incing ly  th a t  p o lic e  power in  London emanated 
from w orking c la s s  acquiescence to  p o lic e  a u th o r i ty .  For a d is c u s s io n  
of p o lic e  r e l ia n c e  on th e  m oral a s s e n t o f th e  p o p u la tio n  see  Alan S i lv e r ,  
"The Demand f o r  Order in  C iv il  S o c ie ty : A Review o f Some Themes in  th e
H is to ry  o f Urban Crime, P o lic e  and R io ts"  in  The P o l ic e , ed. by David J .  
Bordua (New York: John W iley and Sons, I n c . ,  1967), 1-24.

^ P o lice  Report— C h a r t is ts  and Louis B lanc, March 13, 1850,
H.O. 45/3136. For examples o f  th e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t s '  re fe re n c e s  to  
them selves as "Reds" see  D em ocratic Review, March, 1850, p. 388, A p r il ,  
1850, p. 434, May, 1850, p. 462; and N orthern  S ta r , May 11, 1850, p . 8.
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no comment a t  a l l .  But th e  p o lic e  d e fin ed  th e  audiences s p e c i f i c a l ly .

For example, on th e  evening o f Jan u ary  14, 1850, Reynolds, McGrath and 

Hamey harangued a M etro p o lita n  C h arte r A sso c ia tio n  g a th e rin g  o f 1,500 

m echanics w ith  i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t  them es. These w orkers were s k i l l e d  

a r t i s a n s ,  no t dow n-trodden p r o le ta r ia n s .  D o u b tle ss , o th e r k inds o f 

w orkers a tte n d e d , b u t th e  m echanics were c i te d  f a r  more re g u la r ly  in  th e  

p o lic e  r e p o r ts .^

S u rp rise  ought n o t be r e g is te r e d  about a r t i s a n s  form ing th e  

b u lk  o f th e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t s '  l i s t e n e r s .  Most o f  th e  movement’s a g i ta 

t io n  occurred  in  London where i n d u s t r i a l  p r o le ta r ia n  development lagged  

beh ind  th e  N orth o f England. Secondly, th e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t s ,  and th e  

C h a r t is ts  f o r  th a t  m a tte r ,  h e ld  t h e i r  m eetings in  m echanics i n s t i t u t e s  

such as th e  John S tr e e t  I n s t i t u t i o n  and th e  N a tio n a l H a ll in  H olbom , as 

w e ll as in  ta v e rn s . N a tu ra l ly , th e  a r t i s a n s ,  as w e ll as m iddle c la s s  

members, a tte n d ed  le c tu r e s  h e ld  in  t h e i r  own i n s t i t u t i o n s .^

The p o lic e  r e p o r ts  a ls o  in d ic a te  th a t  i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t  r h e to r ic  

j u s t i f i e d  th e  a u th o r i t i e s '  conduct. The very  n a tu re  o f government 

re q u ire s  th a t  i t  respond r e p re s s iv e ly  to  th r e a t s  a g a in s t  o rd e r  and s t a 

b i l i t y .  1851 was th e  y e a r  of th e  G reat E x h ib itio n  in  London and many 

people  in  th e  upper and m iddle c la s s e s  fe a re d  th a t  d is o rd e r ,  perhaps even

^ C h a r tis t  M eeting—R ep o rt, G. D iv is io n , January  15, 1850,
Mepol. 2/59 and P o lic e  R eport : C h a r t is t  M eeting, F. D iv is io n , Febru
a ry  1 , 1850, H.O. 45/3136.

^For th e  m echanics' i n s t i t u t e s  see  R ichard  D. A lt ic k ,  The 
E ng lish  Common Reader (C hicago: The U n iv e rs ity  o f  Chicago P re s s , 1957),
pp. 188-212 and Edward Royl e ,  "M echanics' I n s t i t u t e s  and th e  Working 
C la sses , 1840-1860," H is to r ic a l  J o u rn a l . XIV (1971), 305-21.
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7 ^r e b e l l io n ,  was in  th e  o f f in g .  The in te r n a t io n a l i s t s  c o n tr ib u te d  to

th a t  f e e l in g .

S ev era l random examples taken  from th e i r  speeches in  l a t e  1850 

and e a r ly  1851 support t h i s  c o n te n tio n . A p o lic e  re p o r t d e ta i l in g  a 

b e n e f i t  m eeting h e ld  fo r  th e  P o lish  and Hungarian re fu g ees  on th e  eve

n ing  o f December 16, 1850, c i te d  E rn est Jones as d e sc r ib in g , b e fo re  about 

1,000 w orkers, " . . .  th e  E x h ib itio n  o f 1851 as a g lo rio u s  o p p o rtu n ity  o f 

e x is t in g  them selves—^  thousands o f Democrats from a l l  p a r t s  o f th e
8w orld would be in  London—whose sym pathies they  would be su re  to  have . "

At a C h a r t is t  le c tu re  to  n in e ty  people h e ld  on January  7, 1851, a t  41

T um m ill S t r e e t ,  a Mr. Wood spoke about th e  in f lu x  o f fo re ig n e rs  who were

coming to  th e  E x h ib itio n  and " . . .  ad v ised  th e  People to  advocate
g

democracy a t  th a t  tim e in  every  p o s s ib le  w ay." Mr. B e rto la u , a  c le rk  

a t  th e  T reasu ry , s e n t u n s o l ic i te d  re p o r ts  to  S ir  R ichard Mayne about th e  

d is a f fe c te d  C h a r t is ts .  One l e t t e r  noted  a m eeting o f "d e le g a te s"  a t  th e  

John S tr e e t  I n s t i t u t i o n .  They were determ ined to  re b e l  du ring  th e  Exhi

b i t i o n ,  he w r o t e . E v e n  O'Connor c o n tr ib u te d  to  th e  a u th o r i t i e s ' su s

p ic io n s . On January  8 , 1851 a t  th e  South C h a r t is t  H a ll ,  he claim ed th a t  

th e  E îd iib itio n  would draw to  London many dem ocrats and t h e i r  p resence  

would in s p ir e  Englishmen to  a c t io n .

^See Audrey S h o rt, "Workers Under G lass in  1851," V ic to r ia n  
S tu d ie s , X (December, 1966) , 193-202.

g
P o lic e  R eport: C h a r t is ts  and R efugees, December 17, 1850,

H.O. 45/3136. The u n d e rlin g  was in  th e  o r ig in a l  re p o r t .
g

P o lic e  R eport: C h a r t i s t s ,  January  8 , 1851, H.O. 45/3615.

^^Mr. B e rto lau  to  Mayne, A p ril  7, 1851, Mepol. 2 /6 2 . See a ls o  
B e r to la u 's  l e t t e r  o f A p ril 28, 1851, Ib id .

^^Northern Star, January 11, 1851, p. 1.
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L a te r ,  however, in  th e  f i r s t  number o f Notes to  th e  P eop le , which

appeared th e  week of th e  opening of th e  E x h ib itio n , Jones c a lle d  upon th e

C h a r t is ts  to  avo id  d is ru p tio n s  a t  th e  E x h ib itio n . V iolence would harm

dem ocracy's cause ; he argued:

The m id d le -c la ss  a re  becoming dem ocratic—b u t t h e i r  democracy 
l i e s  in  t h e i r  p o ck ets : i f  th ey  a re  th e  lo s e r s  by th e  autumn— they
grow more dem ocratic; bu t i f  they  a re  th e  lo s e r s  through our sup
posed o r a c tu a l  in s tru m e n ta l i ty ,  th ey  tu rn  re a c tio n a ry . T h ere fo re , 
commit no v io le n c e !— c re a te  no f e a r .  D on 't s p o i l  t h e i r  t r a d e ,  i t s  
s p o ilin g  f a s t  enough a lread y ! L et th e  system  run out th e  len g th  
o f i t s  t e th e r ,  and i t  w i l l  b reak  i t s  own neck. . . .

T h irte en  y ea rs  l a t e r  Marx, chancing upon s e v e ra l  o ld  cop ies o f t h i s

pap er, w rote to  Engels rem inding him th a t  Marx had in flu en ced  Jones con-

12s id e ra b ly  a t  t h i s  p o in t .  Jo n es ' in fe re n c e  in  1851 was th a t  v io len ce  

was a v ia b le  p o s s ib i l i t y .  The p o lic e  re p o r ts  supported  th a t  theme.

Indeed, as e a r ly  as November 5 , 1850, Mayne had p rep ared  a memo about th e  

expected in f lu x  o f fo re ig n e rs  and th e  problems a r is in g  from t h e i r  pos

s ib le  acquain tance  w ith  th e  re fu g ees  who were in  c lo se  co n tac t w ith  known
13E nglish  p o l i t i c a l  a g i t a to r s .  He thought p re c a u tio n s  were in  o rd e r .

Because o f th e  expected a r r iv a l  o f un recogn izab le  c rim in a ls  and 

p o l i t i c a l  a g i t a to r s ,  Grey and Mayne implemented a tw o-fo ld  p o lic y . They 

in c reased  th e  s iz e  o f th e  p o lic e  fo rce  and accep ted  p o lic e  ag en ts  from 

fo re ig n  c o u n tr ie s  to  a c t  as  undercover men in  p ro v id in g  id e n t i f i c a t io n  

fo r  th e  E n g lish  p o lic e . France and th e  Germanies se n t most o f  th e  o f f i 

c e r s ,  a lthough  some came from R ussia  and New York C ity . Y et, th e  e x i s t 

ing  correspondence shows th a t  th e  E ng lish  a u th o r i t ie s  were as concerned

12Notes to  th e  P eo p le , 1851-52, I ,  16. See a lso  Marx to  Engels, 
November 4 , 1864, in  Marx and E ngels, Correspondence, 1846-1895, p. 146.

Mayne to H. Waddington, November 5, 1850, Mepol. 1/53.
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to  reduce t h e i r  expenses reg a rd in g  th e se  men as they  were to  u t i l i z e  them.

In  a d d itio n , Mayne became u p se t w ith  th e  P ru ss ia n  agen ts who spen t most

of t h e i r  tim e ca rry in g  out " p o l i t i c a l  o b je c ts"  fo r  t h e i r  government

14in s te a d  of h e lp in g  th e  M etro p o litan  P o lic e .

The added p re c au tio n  and th e  in c re a se d  p rovoca tion  accorded to  

th e  re fu g ees  and t h e i r  E ng lish  f r ie n d s  in  th e se  months r e s u l te d  from 

o v e rre a c tio n . The E x h ib itio n  came and w ent, th e  crowds behaved in  an 

o rd e rly  fa sh io n  and th e  i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t s  caused no t ro u b le . Aside from 

an ad d ress  from a group o f S a rd in ian  workmen who to u red  England to  th e  

S ocie ty  o f th e  F riends o f I t a l y ,  a recen tly -fo rm ed  m iddle c la s s  group, 

and a re p ly  to  th e  I t a l i a n s ,  th e  a u th o r i t ie s  were in  com plete c o n tro l . 

Indeed, n ea r th e  end of 1851 Sergeant John Sanders, th e  om nipresent 

d e te c tiv e  who carved a c a re e r  ou t o f observ ing  th e  re fu g e e s , w rote  a 

re p o r t o f f e r in g  q u ie tin g  news fo r  h is  s u p e r io rs . Under th e  in f lu e n c e  o f 

a lco h o l th ey  m ight u t t e r  a p h rase  "Death to  th e  A r is to c ra ts "  o r "down 

w ith  th e  ’P re s id e n t’" b u t th ey  m ain ta ined  no e m issa rie s  in  F rance and 

were s c a rc e ly  capable  o f p ro v id in g  f o r  them selves in  England. He con

cluded th a t  they  were m erely w a itin g  fo r  an o p p o rtu n ity  to  r e tu rn  to  

France in  th e  m idst o f an o th er r e v o l u t i o n . F r o m  h is  c lo se  p rox im ity  

to  th e  re fu g ees  Sanders understood  th e  e x te n t o f  t h e i r  weakness. His 

su p e r io rs  never grasped th a t  r e a l i t y .

For some of t h i s  correspondence see ; Mayne to  H. W addington, 
March 31, 1851, Mepol. 1 /5 3 ; Mayne to  H. Waddington, May 21, 1852, I b id . ;  
Mayne to  H. Waddington, June 11, 1851, Mepol. 2 /92 ; and Mayne to  H. 
Waddington, June 19, 1851, Mepol. 1 /53 .

^^For th e  address and th e  SFI response  see N orthern  S ta r , 
September 20, 1851, p. 5 and L eader, September 20, 1851, p. 888 and 
September 27, 1851, p. 910.

^^Metropolitan Police Report, November 1, 1851, H.O. 45/3518.
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F oreign  even ts  f re q u e n tly  le d  th e  B r i t i s h  Government to  in te n s i f y  

t h e i r  a c t io n s ,  j u s t  as th e  in t e r n a t io n a l i s t s  d id . One such example was 

th e  coup d 'e t a t  o f Louis Napoleon on Devember 2 , 1851. The Home O ffice  

follow ed th e  in f lu x  of French re fu g ees  c lo se ly  and S ergean t Sanders kep t 

h is  su p e r io rs  ap p rised  o f th e  s i tu a t io n .  On December 30, 1851, he 

re p o rted  th a t  about 1,500 new French re fu g ees  had a r r iv e d  and th a t  they  

liv e d  in  th e  L e ic e s te r  Square a re a  o f London. They appeared  re sp e c ta b le  

d e sp ite  some calm d isc u ss io n s  among them reg a rd in g  P a lm e rs to n 's  d ism issa l 

from th e  F oreign  O ffice  and some d is r e s p e c tf u l  language tow ards P re s id e n t 

B onaparte. He d id  n o te , however, th a t  P ie r r e  Leroux, th e  "famous S o c ia l

i s t , "  was in  London and th a t  V ic to r S choelcher, a member o f th e  Mountain 

in  th e  now -dism issed French Assembly, would a r r iv e  s h o r t l y . T h i s  

p o lic e  o b se rv a tio n  focused m ainly upon th e  "R eds,"  b u t d id  n o t ig n o re  

o th e r  groups. A S anders ' r e p o r t  in  January  reco rd ed  th e  re fu g e e s ' con

t in u a l  a r r i v a l ;  he s ta t e d  em p h a tica lly  th a t  th ey  w ere p laced  under p o lic e

18s u rv e il la n c e  w h ile  th ey  were in  London. Indeed , an o th e r o f  h i s  re p o r ts  

inform ed h is  s u p e r io rs  about s p e c i f ic  in fo rm atio n  re g a rd in g  th e  French

P o lic e  R eport—French R efugees, December 30, 1851, Mepol.
2 /43 . Howard C. Payne and Henry G rosshans, "The E x iled  R ev o lu tio n a rie s  
and th e  French P o l i t i c a l  P o lic e  in  th e  1850' s , "  American H is to r ic a l  
Review, LXVIII ( J u ly , 1963) , 954-73 c i t e  th e  number o f s o c i a l i s t  re fu g ees  
a t  1 ,000. They argue th a t  French a u th o r i t ie s  were p reoccupied  w ith  th e  
"red  s p e c tre "  th a t  was kep t a l iv e  by th e se  re fu g ees  and th a t  France made 
th e  re fu g ee  q u estio n  an im portan t is su e  in  F ra n c o -B r it ish  r e la t io n s  in  
th e  1850s. They contend th a t  B r i t i s h  d ip lom ats b e lie v e d  th a t  th e  French 
exaggera ted  th e  s i tu a t io n ,  b u t they  f a i le d  to  in v e s t ig a te  th e  M etropo li
ta n  P o lice  Papers fo r  th e se  y ea rs  which in d ic a te  more th an  a  p ass in g  
in t e r e s t  by E ng lish  o f f i c i a l s .

18Police Report— Foreign Refugees, January 13, 1852, H.O.
45/4302.
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re fu g e e s ' a t t i t u d e  tow ards B r i t a i n 's  re fu g ee  p o lic y  and re g a rd in g  th e

19a c t i v i t i e s  o f th e  German re fu g e es .

D esp ite  th e  in c re a se  in  p o lic e  a c t i v i t y  during  th e se  m onths, 

th e  new French government in d ic a te d  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n .  Throughout th e  

second h a l f  o f 1851 th e  French m in is te r  in  London, M. W alewski, s e n t

s e v e ra l  l e t t e r s  and re p o r ts  to  th e  F oreign  O ffice  about French fe a rs

20 ^  reg a rd in g  th e  re v o lu t io n a r ie s  in  London. A fte r  th e  coup d 'e t a t ,

o f f i c i a l  p re s su re  was ex e rted  in  P a r is  on th e  E n g lish  Ambassador, Lord

Normanby, in  an e f f o r t  to  convince h is  government to  adopt a  s t r i c t e r  

21p o lic y . A lthough Palm erston approved o f Louis N apoleon 's coup, he

r e s i s t e d  French p re s su re s  on t h i s  q u e s tio n . As he w rote to  S i r  George

H. Seymour, th e  B r i t i s h  r e p re s e n ta t iv e  in  S t. P e te rsb u rg , c o n tin e n ta l

governments d id  n o t have th e  r ig h t  to  d ic ta te  B r i t i s h  p o lic y  on th i s  

22i s s u e . Thus, th e  p o lic e  p o lic y  o f in c re a se d  s u rv e il la n c e  r e f le c te d  a 

m oderate approach n o t to  th e  l ik in g  of c o n tin e n ta l  reg im es.

P o lic e  o b se rv a tio n  rem ained a t  a  h ig h  le v e l  from 1852 u n t i l  

1858. They re p o rte d  re fugee  a c t i v i t i e s ,  d is c o v e r ie s  concern ing  refugee  

p la n s , and re fu g ee  movements w ith in  London and th e  p ro v in ces . Prominent

19P o lic e  R eport—Foreign  R efugees, February  25, 1852, H.O.
45/4302.

20 Copy, th e  P re fe c t o f P o lic e  in  P a r is  to  th e  M in is te r  o f 
I n t e r i o r ,  June 21, 1851, H.O. 45/3518; W. Addington to  H. W addington, 
August 21, 1851, I b i d . ; and Copy, Count Walewski to  P a lm erston , August 
15, 1851, Ib id .

21Normanby to  P alm erston , December 4, 1851, no 367, P u b lic  
Record O ffic e , Foreign  O ffice  27/905 (H e re in a f te r  r e f e r r e d  to  as F .O .); 
Normanby to  P a lm ersto n , December 15, 1851, no. 409, I b i d . ;  and Normanby 
to  P alm erston , December 17, 1851, Ib id .

22Palm erston  to  Seymour, O ctober 28, 1851, copy o f no. 53 
en c lo sed  in  W. Addington to  H. W addington, December 30, 1851, H.O. 45/3518. 
See a ls o  H a n sa rd 's , CXIX (3 February-22 March, 1852), pp. 244-45.
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re fu g e e s , I n s ig n if ic a n t  fo llo w e rs , o rg a n iz a tio n s  and th e  movement o f

re fu g ee  correspondence a l l  w arran ted  in c lu s io n . The correspondence

between th e  e x i le s  on th e  is la n d  o f J e rse y  and th o se  in  London came under

s c r u t in y .  The Hungarians appeared in  th e  p o lic e  re p o r ts  as th e  most

ag g re ss iv e  o f  th e  re fu g ees . The same procedures and o b je c t iv e s  were

employed to  observe th e  Englishmen invo lved  w ith  th e se  fo re ig n e rs .  For

h is  sound work, Sanders was rewarded w ith  a  g r a tu i ty  o f £10 as Mayne
23b e lie v e d  th a t  Sanders perform ed h is  d u tie s  w ith  " g re a t d is c r e t io n ."

The p o lic e  re p o r ts  a lso  re v e a l th e  w orkings o f th e  Government’s 

p r a c t i c a l  s o lu tio n  fo r  th e  in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r  movement problem. Sanders 

su p e rv ised  th e  e x p o r ta tio n  o f re fu g ees  to  America. The S ec re t Serv ice  

fund a t  th e  F oreign  O ffice  pa id  th e  b i l l s  fo r  t h e i r  t r a n s p o r ta t io n .  The 

M etro p o litan  P o lic e , th e  Home O ffice  and th e  F oreign  O ffice  cooperated  

on th e  p r o je c t .  L t. C harles Szulczew ski, th e  S e c re ta ry  o f th e  LAPP, 

o f te n  ac ted  as an in te rm ed ia ry  between in d iv id u a ls  who d e s ire d  f re e  pas

sage and th e  B r i t i s h  a u th o r i t ie s .^ ^  Although th e  ev idence i s  too sketchy  

to  p rov ide  com plete f ig u r e s ,  a co n sid e ra b le  number o f re fu g ees  were 

sh ipped  ou t o f England. For example, between March 4 and O ctober 26, 

1852, 613 fo re ig n e rs  went out a t  a c o s t o f £5,525 6s 2d and from Ju ly  5 , 

1852, to  O ctober 29, 1853, 251 P o les l e f t  England a t  th e  Government's

P o lic e  R eport, June 11, 1852, H.O. 45/4302; P o lic e  Report— 
R efugees, August 10, 1852, I b id . ;  P o lice  R eport—Refugee Committee,
August 24, 1852, I b i d . ; P o lic e  R eport—R efugees, August 16, 1852, I b id . ;  
P o lic e  R eport—Arms from America, August 17, 1852, I b id . ;  P o lic e  R eport, 
August 23, 1852, I b id . ;  P o lice  R eport—R efugees, September 16, 1852, 
I b i d . ;  and see  a ls o  P o lice  R eport, May 15, 1852, H.O. 45/4313 and P o lice  
R eport, A p ril 6 , 1852, Ib id .

^^For examples see  Mayne to  H. W addington, May 10, 1852, Mepol. 
1 /46 ; Mayne to  W. A ddington, Ju ly  9 , 1852, I b id . ;  and C harles Szulczew ski 
to  Mayne, June 13, 1853, Mepol. 2 /43 .
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expense. Sanders a lone in  1853 sp en t over £600 in  sh ipp ing  re fugees to

New York C ity in  groups o f tw o 's  and th r e e 's .  This heavy ex p en d itu re

continued  in to  and throughout 1854. Over £2,600 were sp en t on 271

25Frenchmen who went to  New York C ity .

The Governm ent's removal p o lic y  worked sm oothly, a lthough  a t

tim es th e  re fugees could be troublesom e. On s e v e ra l occasions Sanders

p resen ted  th e  re fu g ees  w ith  t h e i r  new c lo th in g  and t h e i r  t i c k e t s  some

tim e p r io r  to  t h e i r  d e p a rtu re  only to  d isco v e r th a t  they  pawned th e

c lo th e s  in  o rd e r to  d rin k  one l a s t  tim e w ith  o ld  f r ie n d s .  To circum vent

th a t  problem Sanders r e s o r te d  to  e n tru s t in g  th e i r  new c lo th e s  to  them as

26they  prepared  to  board  sh ip . Yet a s u b s ta n t ia l  number o f e x i le s

remained in  England. A p o lic e  re p o r t  o f March 19, 1853, con tained  th e se

f ig u re s :  French— 1,000; I t a l i a n s — 110; Hungarians and Germans— 3,208;

27and B elg ian—60. A r e s e r v o i r  o f p o te n t ia l  troublem akers s t i l l  re s id ed

in  England.

Her M a je s ty 's  Government t r e a te d  th e  in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r  

movement as i f  i t s  members were su b v e rs iv e s . The a u th o r i t ie s  f a i l e d  to  

recognize th e  movement's in te r n a l  weakness because s e v e ra l  ep isodes dur

ing th i s  pe rio d  seemed to  in d ic a te  th e  movement's a b i l i t y  to  c re a te  a 

mass fo llow ing . N e ith e r th e  a u th o r i t ie s  no r th e  in t e r n a t io n a l i s t s

25Account o f Money advanced by Mayne to  C aptain  Labalmondiere 
and d isb u rsed  by him in  a id  o f  D e s t i tu te  F oreign  Imm igrants under th e  
D ire c tio n  of th e  S e c re ta ry  o f S ta te ,  1852, Mepol. 2 /4 3 ; C. Y ardly to  
Mayne, December 27, 1853, I b id . ;  Money p a id  to  Sanders, 1853, I b id . ;  and 
Estim ated Expenses fo r  d e p a rtu re  o f French P o l i t i c a l  Emmigrants to  New 
York, 1854, Ib id .

26 R eport, June 13, 1853, Mepol. 2/43 and R ep o rt, Ju ly  21, 1853, 

^^Memo by S ir  R ichard  Mayne, March 19, 1853, H.O. 45/4816.

Ibid.



87
re a l iz e d  th a t  th e  in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r  movement’s r e l ia n c e  on fo re ig n e rs  

and fo re ig n  even ts  s ig n i f ie d  weakness r a th e r  than  s tre n g th .

The f i r s t  o f  th e se  occasions was the  appearance in  September 

1850 in  London o f M arshall Haynau, th e  A u strian  who had b r u ta l ly  subdued 

th e  Hungarian re v o l t  in  1849. His a r r iv a l  brought fo r th  a spontaneous 

and v io le n t  w ork in g -c lass  dem onstra tion . His re p u ta tio n  fo r  c r u e l ty  p re 

ceded him to  England. Unwisely, he ven tured  in to  a w o rk in g -c la ss  ne igh 

borhood. Upon v i s i t i n g  B arclay  and P e rk in 's  Brewery in  Southwark, t h e i r  

draymen recognized  him, showered him w ith  manure and chased him in to  th e  

s t r e e t s .  A fte r  h id in g  fo r  a tim e in  a d u s tb in  a t  th e  "George" ta v e rn , 

an angry crowd fo rced  him u p s ta i r s  where a group o f policem en rescued  him 

and took him to  s a f e ty .

This tre a tm en t i l l u s t r a t e d  th e  vehemence o f E nglish  w o rk in g -c la ss

fe e l in g s  about c o n tin e n ta l  ty r a n ts .  The draymen became in s ta n t  heroes

and th e  r a d ic a l  newspapers vo iced  t h e i r  approval o f what had occu rred .

Ham ey, f o r  example, devoted a th re e  page le a d e r  in  th e  September 14 is su e

of th e  Red R epublican to  p ra is in g  th e  wisdom o f  th e  E ng lish  working c la s s

fo r  i t s  h a tre d  o f ty ran n y . He a lso  p r in te d  a h ig h ly  c la s s -c o n sc io u s

j in g le  th a t  came ou t o f Southwark:

Turn him o u t, tu rn  him o u t, from ou r s id e  o f  th e  Thames,
Let him go to  g re a t  T o rie s  and h ig h - t i t l e d  dames.
He may walk th e  West End and parade in  h is  p r id e , gg
But h e ' l l  n o t come back again  n ea r th e  "George" in  th e  B ankside.

V is ib le  w o rk in g -c la ss  approval of th e  "A u strian  b u tc h e r 's "  

punishment came in  numerous p u b lic  m eetings. On th e  evening of

28Schoyen, The C h a r t is t  C hallenge, p. 211. See a ls o  R eynolds' s 
Weekly Newspaper, September 8, 1850, pp. 6, 10; September 15, 1850, p. 6; 
N orthern S ta r , September 7, 1850, p. 5; Leader, September 7, 1850, 
pp. 557-58; and September 14, 1850, p . 579.
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September 10 th e  F r a te rn a l  Democrats c a l le d  a  m eeting a t  F a rr in g to n  H a ll;  

hundreds were tu rn ed  away. A number o f B arclay  and P e rk in 's  draymen 

heard  Hamey and Engels p ra is e  t h e i r  conduct. Harney contended th a t  men 

had a  r ig h t  to  r id  them selves through p o p u la r j u s t i c e  o f  th e  ty r a n ts  who 

enslaved  them. Engels p re d ic te d  a re v o lu tio n  on th e  c o n tin e n t th a t  would
29

r e s u l t  in  th e  p e o p le s ' enemies f le e in g  to  R ussia  in s te a d  o f to  England.

The p o lic e  w atched th e se  m eetings c lo s e ly .  One such g a th e rin g

convened on September 16 when about 370 H ungarians, P o les and C h a r t is ts

met a t  th e  "George" in  Southwark, About 280 o f  them pa id  6d to  a tte n d

and see  a  c h a ir  upon which Haynau had s a t ,  a  b irch-broom  th a t  a lle g e d ly

had been broken on h is  back and th e  d u s tb in  th a t  he had h id  in . B rie f

30speeches and songs dom inated th e  f e s t i v i t i e s .  A more s e r io u s  g a th e r

ing was h e ld  a t  th e  B r i t i s h  School Rooms, Cowper S t r e e t .  R eyno lds's  

Weekly Newspaper c i te d  th e  audience a t  1 ,8 0 0 -2 ,0 0 0 . The p o lic e  re p o r t  

no ted  1 ,500-1 ,800  in  a tte n d an c e . R egard less o f  which was c o r re c t ,  such 

numbers r e f le c te d  in te n s e  w o rk in g -c la ss  i n t e r e s t  in  t h i s  is su e  o f in t e r 

n a t io n a l  p ro p o r tio n s . Much o f th e  e v e n in g 's  d is c u s s io n  cen te red  upon 

Mr. W illiam  D avis, s e c re ta ry  to  th e  Refugee Fund, and Mr. Thomas Brown, 

on th e  Refugee Fund E xecu tive—b oth  men a  p a r t  of H arn ey 's  Democratic 

Committee—who admonished th e  C h a r t is ts  fo r  t h e i r  f a i l u r e  to  support th e

29R eyno lds 's  Weekly Newspaper, September 15, 1850, pp. 10-11; 
N orthern  S ta r , September 14, 1850, p. 1 ; L ead er, September 14, 1850, 
p. 579; and Red R epub lican . September 21, 1850, pp. 105-106.

30R eynold 's Weekly Newspaper, September 22, 1850, p . 10; North
ern  S ta r , September 21, 1850, p. 7; and P o lic e  R eport: P o les and Hungar
ia n s ,  September 17, 1850, H.O. 45/3136. Reynolds gave th e  d a te  as 
September 17 and th e  N orthern  S ta r  gave September 16. S ince th e  p o lic e  
re p o r t was dated  th e  17th and re p o rte d  th e  m eeting as n o t having broken 
up u n t i l  a f t e r  m id n ig h t, th e  N orthern  S ta r  d a te  must be in c o r r e c t .
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re fu g ees  more f u l l y .  As th e  main a t t r a c t i o n ,  O'Connor spoke about th e

a t ta c k  on Haynau; he claim ed th a t  had he been th e re  he would now be on

t r i a l  fo r  m urder. A lready enthusiasm  fo r  a c t io n  had g iven way to  empty 

31w ords.

Indeed , en thusiasm  waned q u ick ly . A p o lic e  re p o r t  o f a  

m eeting on September 25 a t  th e  L i te r a ry  and S c ie n t i f i c  I n s t i t u t e ,  Car

l i s l e  S t r e e t ,  a t  which Hamey appeared , n o ted  400 working men and women

in  a tten d an ce . A nother h e ld  a t  th e  "George" on O ctober 6 drew o n ly  f o r ty  

32people. N e v e rth e le ss , th e  g e n e ra l tone o f  w o rk in g -c la ss  o p in io n  agreed

w ith  th e  Leader th a t  Haynau got h is  due rew ard r a th e r  than  w ith  th e

33in d ig n a tio n  o f The Times and p o l i t e  gentlem en.

The Haynau in c id e n t had p rov ided  th e  i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t s  w ith  an 

im petus to  a c tio n  and th e  c e le b ra t io n  m eetings drew la rg e  crowds. But 

he re tu rn e d  home w ith in  th e  week and removed th e  cause of th e  w orkers ' 

anger. Beyond h o t words and a few e x c ite d  m eetings in te rn a tio n a lis m  

gained  n o th in g  ex cep t th e  enhancement o f  th e  a u th o r i t i e s '  view o f them 

as tro u b lem ak ers.

The a r r i v a l  o f Louis K ossuth , th e  le a d e r  o f th e  H ungarian re v o l t  

o f 1848-49, in  O ctober 1851 o ffe re d  y e t a n o th e r example o f t h i s  problem . 

His p resence  cap tu red  th e  e n t i r e  n a t io n 's  a t t e n t io n ,  e s p e c ia l ly  th a t  o f 

th e  fa c e le s s  m asses. Again th e  a u th o r i ty  s t r u c tu r e  was reminded o f the

31P o lic e  R eport: L ec tu re  B a rc la y 's  Men, September 18, 1850,
H.O. 45/3136; R ey no lds 's  Weekly Newspaper, September 22, 1850, p . 10; 
and N orthern  S ta r , September 21, 1850, p . 1.

32P o lic e  R eport: P u b lic  M eeting, September 26, 1850, H.O.
45/3136 and P o lic e  Report : C h a r t is ts  and Haynau, O ctober 6, 1850, Ib id .

^^Leader, September 14, 1850, p. 588.
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in e r t  though p o te n t ia l  fo rce  o f th e  working c la s s .  R ad ica ls  o f a l l  

p e rsu as io n s  saw K ossuth as an a l ly .  With th e  f a i lu r e  of th e  Hungarian 

R evo lu tion  he and h i s  fo llo w ers  had f le d  to  Turkey, where they  l iv e d  as 

th e  S u l ta n 's  "G uests" under v i r t u a l  house a r r e s t  a t  Kutayah u n t i l  th e  

P o rte  decided  w hether to  g ive them up to  th e  R ussians and A u strian s  o r  

send them to  th e  W est.^^ Throughout th e  l a t e  sp rin g  and summer o f 1851 

th e  r a d ic a l  newspapers c a r r ie d  numerous accoun ts o f Kossuth in  " c a p tiv 

i t y . "  They c a l le d  upon th e  B r i t i s h  Government to  in te rv e n e  to  secu re  h is  

35r e le a s e .  Lord Dudley had p re ssu re d  Palm erston  fo r  some tim e to  h e lp

36K ossuth g a in  h i s  freedom. The e x p e c ta tio n  o f h is  appearance in  England,

though, fo rced  c la s s  antagonism  to  th e  s u r fa c e . The Times and Globe

abused him u n m e rc ifu lly . And L in ton  asked ; i f  he was fe te d  by c i ty

c o rp o ra tio n s  c o n s is t in g  o f re s p e c ta b le  m iddle c la s s  and upper c la s s

p eo p le , could "ho n est"  draymen and re p u b lic a n s  s t i l l  welcome him? Though

doubting  K o ssu th 's  re p u b lic an  c o n v ic t io n s , L in ton  decided  th a t  a w orking-

37c la s s  welcome was n ecessa ry  under any c ircu m stan ces . The e x p e c ta tio n  

o f th e  v a r io u s  E n g lish  groups o f g a in in g  K o ssu th 's  a lle g ia n c e  preceded 

h is  d e p a rtu re  from Turkey.

The b e s t  study  of t h i s  p e rio d  o f K o ssu th 's  l i f e  i s  Jan o ssy , 
G reat B r i ta in  and K ossuth , pp. 56-60. Phineas C. H eadley, The L ife  o f  
Louis K ossuth (Auburn: Derby and M il le r ,  1852), pp. 216-44, a lthough  o ld
i s  o f v a lu e . See a lso  R id ley , Lord P alm erston , pp. 534-36 fo r  h is  
invo lvem ent.

35For examples see  L ead er, May 17, 1851, p . 471; R eyno lds 's  News
p a p e r. May 18, 1851, p. 14, May 25, 1851, p . 8 , June 8, 1851, p . 14,
Ju ly  20, 1851, p . 4 ; and N orthern  S ta r , J u ly  12, 1851, p . 5 and J u ly  19, 
1851, p. 1. Newspapers o u ts id e  London a ls o  c a r r ie d  s to r ie s  about K ossuth; 
s e e , fo r  exam ple, Glasgow S e n t in e l , June 14, 1851, p. 1.

^^ H a n sa rd 's , CVIII (21 January-25  F ebruary , 1850), pp. 480-518; 
CIX (26 February-26  March, 1850), p . 1056; and CXIV (14 F eb ru ary -14 March, 
1851), pp. 885-86.

^^English Republic, 1851, p. 353.
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He l e f t  C o n stan tinop le  on September 7 , 1851. He stopped in

M a rse ille s  where he spoke b e fo re  an e n th u s ia s t ic  crowd and issu ed  a

sta tem en t th a t  appeared too  dem ocratic fo r  th e  French Government. I t

re fu sed  him perm ission  to  c ro ss  France and he con tinued  h is  voyage to

England. E nglish  i n te r n a t io n a l i s t s  found so la c e  in  F ra n c e 's  a c tio n .

Now, they  would occupy th e  l im e lig h t in  to a s t in g  K ossuth, N apoleon 's

conduct a lso  u n d e rlin ed  th e  E nglish  b e l i e f  th a t  democracy f lo u r ish e d

38nowhere e ls e  in  th e  w orld as i t  d id  in  England.

As th e  steam boat approached Southampton, p re p a ra tio n s  continued 

fo r  welcoming th e  Hungarian h ero . Everyone wanted to  p a r t i c ip a te  e i th e r  

through o f fe r in g  him a banquet o r p re se n tin g  him an ad d re ss . Not to  be 

outdone, a working m en's com m ittee, headed by Thornton Hunt and John
39P e t t i e ,  was e s ta b lis h e d  in  London to  co o rd in a te  w o rk in g -c la ss  p lann ing . 

This C e n tra l D em onstration Committee met s e v e ra l  tim es a  week in  o rd e r to  

make th e  n ecessa ry  arrangem ents. I t  decided  th a t  a proposed m eeting would 

be E n g lish  in  c h a ra c te r . Although fo re ig n e rs  would be allow ed to  jo in  in  

th e  p ro ce ss io n , th ey  were p ro h ib ite d  from committee membership o r from 

making speeches a t  th e  banquet. T hat, i t  was th o u g h t, would make th e  

g re a te s t  impact on th e  co n tin en t because c o n tin e n ta l  despo ts  would be more 

im pressed by a t o t a l l y  E ng lish  m eeting th an  by one c o n s is tin g  o f th e i r  

own re fu g ees . A s u b sc r ip tio n  was a lso  p lanned and funds were s o l ic i t e d

O Q
R eynolds's  Newspaper, O ctober 12, 1851, pp. 8 , 12 and 

N orthern S ta r , O ctober 11, 1851, p. 4. See a ls o  H eadley, The L ife  o f 
Louis K ossuth, pp. 230-31.

1851, p. 14.
OQReynolds's Newspaper, October 12, 1851, p. 15 and October 26,
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from working-men’s o rg a n iz a tio n s . The West End Shoemaker's S o c ie ty , f o r

40example, a llo c a te d  to  th e  Committee some o f i t s  m onies.

Kossuth a r r iv e d  a t  Southampton on O ctober 23. Although g ree ted  

by thousands o f Hungarians and Englishmen o f a l l  c la s s e s  a t  th e  docks, 

he was q u ick ly  whisked through s t r e e t s  thronged w ith  w e ll-w ish ers  f i r s t  

to  th e  American co n su la te  and then  to  th e  M ayor's re s id e n c e . There he 

spoke b r i e f ly  about h is  warm re c e p tio n . At th e  Town H a ll b e fo re  a 

" re sp e c ta b le "  aud ience, he rece iv ed  two a d d re sse s . One came from th e  

co rp o ra tio n ; th e  o th e r  from th e  in h a b ita n ts  a t  la rg e . He responded in  a  

s e r io u s  v e in . Amidst th e  freq u en t in te r ru p t io n s  o f th e  cheering  crowd 

he made a s ta tem en t th a t  appeared to  p lace  h im se lf w ith in  th e  ranks of 

th e  i n te r n a t io n a l i s t s .  The support o f  th e  people o f England would f u r th e r  

freedom, ju s t i c e  and th e  d ig n ity  o f hum anity on th e  c o n tin e n t. I n te r 

n a t io n a l i s t s  of a l l  shades had argued s im i la r ly  f o r  some h a lf-d o z e n  y e a rs . 

Was he th e  working m en's le ad e r?  Could he u n i te  th e  E ng lish  in te rn a t io n 

a l i s t s ?  His speech ra is e d  th e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t s '  hopes. But l a t e r  th a t  

a fte rn o o n , a f t e r  co n su ltin g  w ith  Mayor Andrews o f Southampton, he d eclin ed  

to  accep t an in v i ta t io n  to  a  banquet o f working men in  Southampton. To 

do so , he s a id ,  would extend h is  s ta y  too  long . But he found tim e to  

re tu rn  fo r  o f f i c i a l  banquets a t  W inchester on F riday  and a t  Southampton 

on th e  fo llow ing  Tuesday. H ardly had he s e t  fo o t on E ng lish  s o i l  th an  he 

vo iced  one s e t  o f id eas  and ac ted  on a n o t h e r . T h e  in te r n a t io n a l i s t s  

f a i l e d  to  p e rce iv e  th a t  K o ssu th 's  background was th a t  o f an u n t i t l e d

^^N orthem  S ta r , O ctober 18, 1851, pp. 7 , 8 and O ctober 25, 
1851, p. 8.

^^ I l lu s t r a t e d  London News, November 1 , 1851, pp. 544-46 and 
R eyno lds's  Newspaper, October 26, 1851, p. 12.
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Magyar gen try  w ith  th e  c r e d e n t ia ls  o f an a s p ir in g  p ro fe s s io n a l  law yer.

Nor d id  they  n o te  th e  n a tio n a lism  o f h is  p o l i t i c a l  program. D esp ite  th e  

E ng lish  a u t h o r i t i e s '  d i s t r u s t  o f K ossuth , he had more in  common w ith  

m iddle c la s s  r e s p e c ta b i l i ty  th an  he had w ith  w o rk in g -c la ss  ra d ic a lism  

o f any creed .

On F rid ay  morning K ossuth re tu rn e d  from London where he was 

s ta y in g  to  Mayor Andrew's coun try  re s id en c e  in  W inchester, n e a r  Southamp

to n . He spoke b e fo re  s ix ty  gentlem en, in c lu d in g  Lord Dudley S tu a r t ,  

R ichard Cobden, Mr. Croskey, th e  U nited S ta te s  C onsul, and F ran c is  P u lz - 

sky , h is  agen t in  England s in c e  1849. His speech e la b o ra te d  upon th e  

theme begun a t  Southampton. Cobden's response  em phasized: " . . . th a t

th e  name o f Louis K ossuth i s  heard  a t  th e  f i r e s id e s  o f  th e  m iddle
42c la s se s "  and defended th e  p r in c ip le  o f n o n - in te rv e n tio n . On th a t  

morning H u n t's  committee met w ith  K ossuth and p re sen te d  him i t s  a d d re ss . 

The members' re p o r t  in d ic a te d  th a t  K ossuth in ten d ed  to  advocate  non

in te rv e n tio n  to  h is  E ng lish  aud iences and th a t  he fe a re d  o ffen d in g  any 

o f th e  c la s s e s  o r  p a r t i e s  th rough  becoming too  p a r t i s a n .  He f a i l e d  to  

respond e i th e r  way to  th e  com m ittee 's  re q u e s t f o r  h is  a tten d an ce  a t  th e  

proposed w orking c la s s  b anquet. In  re p o r tin g  th e se  p ro ceed in g s , Reynolds 

wondered why Hunt and h is  group were so slow  in  re scu in g  K ossuth from th e  

c lu tc h es  o f  th e  m iddle c la s s .  He suggested  th a t  th e  com m ittee 's  in a c t io n

m ight imply to  K ossuth the  id e a  th a t  th e  working c la s s  cared  l i t t l e  fo r

43him, and th a t  was a fa lseh o o d .

42 I l l u s t r a t e d  London News, November 1 , 1851, pp. 546, 558-59; 
R eynolds's  Newspaper, November 2 , 1851, p. 6; and Jan o ssy , G reat B r i ta in  
and K ossuth, p . 138.

^^Reynolds's Newspaper, October 26,1851, p. 14 and November 2,
1851, p. 1.
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By c o n t r a s t ,  th e  N orthern  S ta r  approved K o ssu th 's  W inchester

speech and p re d ic te d  a g re a t  ou tpou ring  o f  w o rk in g -c la ss  sympathy fo r

him a t  H u n t's  Copenhagen F ie ld  m eeting on November 3. The le a d e r  claim ed

th a t  England must id e n t i f y  i t s e l f  w ith  Hungarian independence because

. . i f  th e  b a t t l e  a g a in s t  R ussia  be no t fought in  Hungary, i t  w i l l ,

e re  lo n g , have to  be decided  on our s h o r e s . Y e t  Kossuth continued  to

appear b e fo re  m id d le -c la s s , n o t w o rk in g -c la ss , aud ien ces. In  th e  Town

H all a t  Southampton on O ctober 26 he perform ed v e rb a l gym nastics b e fo re

some 200 n o ta b le s  as he balanced  Hungarian re v o lu tio n a ry  hopes w ith

re s p e c ta b le  m id d le -c la ss  id e as  about l i b e r t y  and Free T rade. He knew

45how to  t e l l  an audience th a t  w ith  which i t  ag reed .

He con tinued  th i s  s ta n c e  a t  h is  o f f i c i a l  re c e p tio n  in  th e  

G u ild h a ll in  London on O ctober 30. He p ra is e d  th e  C orpora tion  o f 

London as th e  "m etro p o lis  o f  freedom" and as  th e  upholder o f  E nglish  

s o c ia l  o rd e r . His speech so e x c ite d  th e  dour C orpo ra tion  members th a t  

th ey  in te r ru p te d  him re p e a te d ly . Had they  known th e  r e a l  fe e l in g s  o f 

th e  low er c la s s  o f peop le  among th e  m u ltitu d e s  who lin e d  th e  s t r e e t s  

along K o ssu th 's  p ro cess io n  from Eaton P lace  in  K nigh tsb ridge  to  th e  

G u ild h a ll th ey  would have tu rn ed  him o u t-o f -d o o rs .

The p ro ce ss io n  to  th e  G u ild h a ll marked a g re a t ou tpouring  of 

sympathy f o r  t h i s  f ree d o m -fig h te r  by th e  E n g lish  working men, m iddling 

and m iddle c la s s e s .  A crowd o f 1,000 a r t i s a n s  ga th ered  b e fo re  h is  r e s i 

dence p r io r  to  h is  d e p a rtu re  f o r  th e  G u ild h a ll .  They follow ed him on h is

44N orthern  S ta r , November 1 , 1851, p. 4.

^^ I l l u s t r a t e d  London News, November 1 , 1851, pp. 546, 548-50 
and R eyno lds's  Newspaper. November 2 , 1851, p. 7.
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ro u te  in to  th e  C ity . The crow d's p re ssu re  fre q u e n tly  delayed th e  

c a r r ia g e 's  p ro g re s s ; th e  assemblage fo llo w in g  him in c reased  to  6,000 

by th e  tim e i t  had reached  Charing C ross. When th e  p ro cess io n  reached  

S t. P a u l 's  C a th ed ra l and Cheapside th e  crowd was immense. On th e  r e tu rn  

t r i p  l a t e  in  th e  a f te rn o o n , people were s t i l l  w a itin g  fo r  a glim pse o f  

K ossuth. At Charing Cross he stopped and spoke to  them. Before such a  

group he s a id :  "A ll power was w ith  th e  p eo p le , and i t  was only  f o r  th e

people to  make known t h e i r  w ishes, and a l l  th e  ty ra n ts  o f  th e  e a r th  would 

be pu t down, and u n iv e rs a l  l i b e r ty  e s ta b l is h e d ." ^ ^  Such, no doubt, 

r e f le c te d  th e  sen tim en ts  o f many who cheered K ossuth, bu t no t o f th e  

C orpora tion  members.

On Monday a t  Copenhagen F ie ld s ,  he faced  a w o rk in g -c la ss  crowd 

th a t  was u n lik e  any he had y e t seen . K ossuth re fu sed  to  speak a t  len g th  

to  a huge o p e n -a ir  g a th e r in g ; he p re fe r re d  p re se n tin g  H un t's  C en tra l 

D em onstration Committee a w r i t te n  add ress  th a t  someone e ls e  could  read  

to  th e  w o r k e r s . B u t  he withdrew  th a t  s t ip u la t io n  and agreed to  speak 

b r i e f ly .  A p ro cess io n  formed a t  R u sse ll Square, where O 'Connor's 1848 

Kennington Common crowd had o r ig in a te d —a f a c t  l o s t  on none—and pro-, 

ceeded to  Copenhagen F ie ld  am idst g re a t f a n fa re . For example, a gallow s 

w ith  numerous co p ies  o f The Times hung on i t  was borne along th e  ro u te . 

E stim ates  o f th e  crow d 's s iz e  around th e  s p e a k e r 's  p la tfo rm  a t  th e  f i e l d  

ranged from th e  I l l u s t r a t e d  London News and N orthern  S ta r  f ig u re s  o f 

12-15,000 to  R ey n o ld s 's  Newspaper's  e s tim a te  o f 70,000. The form er

For th e  above two paragraphs see I l l u s t r a t e d  London News, 
November 1 , 1851, p . 550, November 8, 1851, pp. 565, 567; and R eyno lds's  
Newspaper, November 2, 1851, pp. 7, 12.

^^Reynolds's Newspaper, November 2, 1851, p. 7.
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was probably  c o r r e c t ,  bu t even th a t  made i t  a s iz e a b le  w ork in g -c lass  

g a th e r in g .

Kossuth mouthed w o rk in g -c lass  id e as  w ith in  a d e f e r e n t ia l  

p e rsp e c tiv e . He id e n t i f ie d  h im se lf w ith  th e  w orkers—h is  f a th e r  was 

one— , contended he favored p o l i t i c a l  em ancipation and n o t c la s s  p r iv 

i le g e ,  and recognized  p u b lic  op in ion  as th e  b a s is  o f a l l  c o n s t i tu t io n a l  

a u th o r i ty .  Then he launched in to  a defense  of Cobdenite F ree  T rade. He 

a lso  denied any s o c i a l i s t  in f lu e n c e  in  Hungary. Nor had he come to  

England as a p o l i t i c a l  a g i ta to r  because England had s u f f ic ie n t  p o l i t i 

c a l  freedom to  ach ieve  w hatever reform  i t  needed. E ith e r  he knew le s s  

about England than  he thought o r h is  r e s p e c ta b i l i ty  and d e s ir e  to  appease 

th e  B r i t i s h  Government d ic ta te d  h is  s ta tem e n ts . Most l ik e ly  i t  was th e  

l a t t e r .  A N orthern S ta r  e d i t o r i a l  on November 8 c a s t ig a te d  him f o r  h is  

Cobdenite id e as  and h is  advocacy o f n o n - in te rv e n tio n . The r a d ic a l  news

paper re a c t io n  to  h is  speech was overdone because few a t  Copenhagen F ie ld  

had heard  him speak over th e  n o is e . O thers had problem s, to o . Hunt 

re fu sed  O'Connor th e  r ig h t  to  speak w ith  Kossuth in  th e  p r iv a te  m eeting 

h e ld  n ear th e  p la tfo rm . Hunt contended th a t  he ac ted  because K ossuth 

s a id  he would leav e  i f  O'Connor appeared. Although th e  H u ngarian 's  sec

r e ta r y  den ied  th a t  s ta tem en t, any in fe re n c e  th a t  Hunt could have construed

in  a l ik e  manner would have re in fo rc e d  h is  d is l ik e  fo r  O'Connor and

48j u s t i f i e d  exclud ing  him.

48For th e  above two paragraphs see I l l u s t r a t e d  London News, 
November 8 , 1851, p. 570; R eyno lds's  Newspaper, November 9 , 1851, pp. 8, 
13; and N orthern  S ta r ,  November 8 , 1851, pp. 4 , 8.
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That evening 800 people a tten d ed  th e  com m ittee 's banquet. At 

Highbury Bam Tavern, P e t t i e ,  Massey, Hunt, O 'B rien , Holyoake and Louis 

Blanc among o th e rs  spoke. K ossuth absen ted  h im se lf fo r  f e a r  of a s s o c ia -
49

t io n  w ith  th e  London dem ocrats. But then  o th e r  democrats were n o t in  

a ttendance  e i th e r .  N e ith e r Harney, Jo n es , Marx, Engels no r any o f th e  

le f t-w in g  democrats were th e re . They had moved too  f a r  from th e  " re sp e c t

ab le"  Kossuth. A lthough H am ey, then  on to u r  in  sou thern  S co tlan d ,

d iscovered  th a t  th e  lo u d e s t cheers  came fo r  K ossuth, he f a i l e d  to  seek

. .  ̂ 50him o u t.

Kossuth l e f t  London th e  nex t week fo r  M anchester and Birmingham. 

Again tum ultuous crowds g re e ted  him. On Monday, November 11, he to u red  

Birmingham and th e  neighboring  towns o f Coventry, Wolverhampton, and as  

f a r  as th e  P o t te r ie s .  Given a g en e ra l h o lid a y , th e  working c la s s  tu rn ed  

ou t in  th e  thousands. From th e  v i l la g e  o f Y ardly to  th e  B u ll Ring in  

Birmingham, a s t r e tc h  o f s ix  m ile s , th e  ro u te  o f th e  p ro cessio n  was lin e d  

w ith  peop le . H alf a m ill io n  persons were e stim ated  in  th e  a re a  to  see  

him. A fte r  d in in g  w ith  lo c a l  n o ta b le s  th a t  evening Kossuth t r a v e le d  to  

M anchester, where he encountered  a s im ila r  dem onstra tion . Many w orkers 

sought a h o lid ay  th e re  to o , b u t were denied  one. C onsequently, thousands 

took a "French leav e"  and appeared anyway. As one s a id , "W ell, I  saw 

K ossuth, a t  a l l  e v e n ts , which i s  more th an  I  can say of th e  Queen." At 

th e  Free Trade H a ll ,  w ith in  m inutes a f t e r  th e  doors opened th e  8,500 

s e a ts  were f i l l e d .  In troduced  by George W ilson, an o ld  A nti-C orn Law

49I l l u s t r a t e d  London News, November 8 , 1851, p. 570; Reynolds s 
Newspaper, November 9 , 1851, p . 12; and N orthern S ta r , November 8 , 1851,
p. 8.

^^See Schoyen, The C h a r t is t  C hallenge, p . 221.
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Leaguer who had made a l l  th e  arrangem ents f o r  th e  t r i p ,  K ossuth spoke 

about l i b e r t y ,  ty ranny  and Free T rade. He was w ild ly  re c e iv e d . With a

tremendous re c e p tio n  behind him he re tu rn e d  to  London on November 13 and

l e f t  fo r  America on November 20.

The masses had shown t h e i r  approval o f K ossuth and in  a  sense

a lso  fo r  a s u p e r f ic ia l  brand o f  in te rn a tio n a lis m . K ossuth fa s c in a te d

Englishm en, e s p e c ia l ly  w orkers. The N orthern  S ta r  exp ressed  th e  optim ism

e x h ib ite d  d u ring  h is  s ta y  when i t  w ro te :

In  the  in t e r v a l ,  th e  n a tio n a l mind was expanded. We a re  now ab le
to  see  th a t  n a tio n s  a re  connected w ith , and in flu en c ed  by , each 
o th e r ,  j u s t  as in d iv id u a ls  a re  in  th e  p r iv a te  r e l a t io n s  o f  l i f e ,  
and th a t  i t  i s  im p ossib le  fo r  any one n a tio n  to  en joy  p e r f e c t  
l i b e r ty  o r secu re  freedom, w hile  o th e r  n a tio n s  a re  o p p ressed , 
ty ran n ized  o v er, o r robbed, by b ru te  fo rc e , o r th e i r  r i g h t s . 52

Buoyed up by th i s  en thusiasm , Jones w ro te : " I t  must be e v id en t th a t

re v o lu tio n , iro n -p aced  i s  about to  s t r i d e  above th e  th ro n es  o f  Europe— 

and th a t  a co rrespond ing  excitem en t w i l l  be wrought in  t h i s  c o u n t r y . "53 

Of th e  s ix ty - f iv e  towns and c i t y  c o rp o ra tio n s  th a t  s e n t K ossuth ad d resses  

no t one w rote unkind w ords. The m a jo rity  o f  them came from the  t r a d i 

t io n a l  r a d ic a l  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t  a re a s .

Surface appearance, however, b e l ie d  s t r u c tu r a l  f r a c tu r e s  and 

f i s s u e s .  W ithin th e  le a d e rsh ip  o f the  in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r  movement in

5^ I l l u s t r a t e d  London News, November 15, 1851, pp . 589-91; 
N orthern  S ta r , November 15, 1851, pp. 7 -8 ; and R ey no lds 's  Newspaper, 
November 15, 1851, pp . 12-13. A ll o f K o ssu th 's  speeches were p r in te d  in  
book form fo r  d i s t r ib u t io n .  See Louis K ossuth, K ossuth: His Speeches
in  England, w ith  a B rie f  Sketch o f h is  L ife  (3rd e d . ;  London: C harles
G ilp in , 1852). For George W ilson see Norman McCord, "George W ilson: A
g re a t  M anchester Man," M anchester Review, VII (W inter, 1956), 431-36.

^N o r th e rn  S ta r . November 8, 1851, p . 8.

^% o te s  to  th e  P eo p le , 1851-52, I I ,  581.

5^N orthern S ta r ,  November 22, 1851, p . 8 l i s t s  a l l  o f  them.
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England s e r io u s  q u es tio n s  were r a is e d  about K ossuth’s a l le g ia n c e , b u t 

th ey  were brought up only a f t e r  he l e f t  th e  is la n d . L in ton  was d i s s a t i s 

f ie d  w ith  him because he c a te re d  too  much to  th e  upper c la s s e s  and people 

such as Lord Dudley S tu a r t .  Holyoake a ls o  had d if fe re n c e s  w ith  K ossuth. 

H is c la sh  focused upon p e rso n a l m a tte rs  w ith in  th e  Kossuth en tourage 

re g a rd in g  th e  f i r i n g  o f a c e r ta in  Mr. Day. Although a p e r ip h e ra l  f ig u re  

in  th e  in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r  movement, R obert Owen n e v e r th e le s s  spoke w ith  

a u th o r i ty  f o r  some o f th o se  on th e  L e f t .  He c a s t ig a te d  Kossuth fo r  h is  

d is m is sa l  o f so c ia lism  as an a l t e r n a t iv e  to  e i th e r  a r i s t o c r a t i c  o r  demo

c r a t i c  government. David U rquhart, who accom plished a  co n sid e rab le  

advancement in  th e  mid-1850s fo r  th e  cause of w o rk in g -c la ss  in te r n a t io n a l  

aw areness, a lb e i t  n o t always w ith o u t d i s to r t io n s ,  la b e l le d  K ossuth an 

agen t o f th e  R ussian Czar. But th e  c r u e le s t  words came from Jones who 

changed h is  op in ion  about him a f t e r  th e  to u r  ended. K ossuth’s o b je c t io n  

to  so c ia lism  and communism p laced  him , in  Jo n es’ view , w ith  th e  ’’o rd e r-  

mongers” and o p p re sso rs . H is k ind  words fo r  F ree Trade a ss o c ia te d  him 

w ith  th e  c a p i t a l i s t s  who p lundered  th e  peo p le . He was n o th in g  more than  

a  bourgeo is  puppet.

Her M ajesty ’ s Government thought o th e rw ise . A fte r  Kossuth 

re tu rn e d  from America th e  a u th o r i t i e s  w aited  fo r  an o p p o rtu n ity  to  e x p e ll  

him from England. F in a lly  in  A p ril 1853 an e f f o r t  was undertaken  towards 

t h a t  g o a l. The am ateurish  a c tio n  to  e x p e ll  him on th e  b a s is  o f q u estio n 

a b le  charges r e s u l te d  in  a t r a d i t i o n a l  in t e r n a t io n a l i s t  dem o n stra tio n .

5 5 E nglish  R ep u b lic . 1851, p. 375; F. W. Newman to  G. J .  Holyoake, 
November 19, 1851, No. 447, Holyoake C o lle c t io n ; Robert Owen to  h is  Excel
len cy  Louis K ossuth , Ex-Govemor of Hungary, November 10, 1851, No. 1 ,
968, Robert Owen C orrespondence; David U rquhart to  Louis K ossuth, Feb
ru a ry  14, 1852, U rquhart P a p e rs , B a l l io l  C ollege L ib ra ry , Oxford, S e rie s
I . J . 3 ;  and Notes to  th e  P eo p le , 1851-52, I I ,  604-606.
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and K ossuth remained in  England. His English  su p p o rte rs  expressed  dismay 

over th e  in v asio n  o f h is  r ig h t s  and vo iced  resen tm ent about p o lic e  esp ion

age. P a lm e rs to n 's  adm ission th a t  th e  p o lic e  re g u la r ly  observed th e  

re fu g ees  f a i l e d  to  s u rp r is e  th e  i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t s ,  b u t h is  acknowledgment 

th a t  Englishmen were su b je c t to  th e  same trea tm en t caused a  fu ro r .

The a u th o r i t i e s  handled  th e  e n t i r e  a f f a i r  bad ly . The Times 

p r in te d  a s to ry  on A p ril 15, 1853, which claim ed th a t  th e  p o lic e  had 

searched  a house owned by Kossuth two days e a r l i e r  and th a t  a q u a n tity  

o f arms and ammunition had been se iz e d . The w r i te r  lodged a v ic io u s  

a t ta c k  upon K ossuth th a t  drew an e q u a lly  venemous response  in  th e  

P eo p le ' s  Pa pe r . T h a t  same day th e  p a rliam en ta ry  r a d ic a ls  questioned  

Her M a je s ty 's  Government about th e  s u rv e il la n c e  o f th e  re fu g e e s . On 

A p ril 29 and May 5 th e  R ad ica ls  p re ssed  Home S e c re ta ry  Palm erston about 

two is s u e s :  d id  th e  p o lic e  in v e s t ig a te  a t  th e  b e h es t o f th e  Home O ffice —

i f  so , th ey  wanted to  see th e  w a rra n ts—and, were th e  p o lic e  re g u la r ly  

employed to  watch th e  re fugees?  Palm erston adm itted  th a t  th e  re fu g ees  

were s u b je c t to  w hatever means th e  p o lic e  deemed n e ce ssa ry  to  o b ta in  

in fo rm atio n  fo r  p ro se cu tio n  i f  th ey  were su spec ted  o f wrongdoing. The 

ru le  a p p lie d  to  Englishm en, to o . P la in  c lo th e s  policem en had been used 

fo r  y e a rs  to  fo llow  re fu g ees  and o th e r  persons. As fo r  t h i s  p a r t i c u la r  

c a se , Palm erston  im plied  th a t  he had n o t given any s p e c ia l  in s t ru c t io n s .^ ^

Palm erston  had acknowledged no th ing  un ique . To anyone inform ed 

about c u rre n t p o lic e  ph ilosophy  h is  re v e la t io n  was commonplace. D e tec tio n

^^The Times (London), A p ril 15, 1853, p . 4 and P e o p le 's  P ap er, 
A p ril 16, 1853, p . 8.

^^ H an sa rd 's , CXXV (11 March-18 A p ril, 1853), pp. 1209-16 and 
C X m  (19 A p ril-9  May, 1853), pp. 797-804 and 1142-67.
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and th e  d e te c tiv e s  were a t  t h i s  tim e an in te g r a l  elem ent o f th e

M etropo litan  P o lic e . The R ad icals b e liev ed  th a t  such conduct was un-

E ng lish . In  th i s  p a r t i c u la r  case  they might have re a c te d  le s s  vehem ently

had they  known how flim sy  th e  evidence a g a in s t K ossuth was. The only

connection  between Kossuth and th e  "grenade fa c to ry "  o p e ra ted  a t

R o therh ithe  under th e  d ir e c t io n  of a c e r ta in  Mr. H a ll and h is  son was an

unsigned l e t t e r  from Kossuth m entioning th e  grenades which a  Major Useur

had given to  th e  p o l ic e .  Useur was a d is a f fe c te d  Hungarian whom Kossuth

had l e f t  d e s t i tu te  in  Hungary. Kossuth was no t charged , b u t th e  o th e r

two men were t r i e d  under th e  E xp lo siv e’s Act fo r  p o sse ss in g  more powder

on th e  prem ises than  was le g a l ly  allow ed. The p ro se cu to rs  were unable

to  prove th a t  th e  substance  found th e re  was gunpowder and bo th  men were

fre e d . Palm erston , who had g iven out in c o r re c t  in fo rm atio n  about th i s

substance  in  th e  e a r l i e r  debate  in  th e  House o f  Commons, w rote a memo

re q u e s tin g  th a t  in  th e  fu tu re  th e  p o lic e  e x e rc ise  g r e a te r  care  in  th e i r  

58re p o r ts .

The in c id e n t drew a prompt response from th e  i n te r n a t io n a l i s t s .  

Both Reynolds and Jones condemned th e  Government f o r  i t s  a c t io n s . Jones, 

fo r  example, argued th a t  th e  p o lic e  and th e  army were in tended  f o r  th e  

suppression  of b o th  th e  working c la s s  and th e  m iddle c la s s e s  because the  

Whigs sought the  d e s tru c tio n  o f self-governm ent j u s t  as  th e  T o ries  had 

r e s is te d  i t s  e x ten s io n . His b e l ie f  in  th e  imminence o f c la s s  w arfare

58Report o f Rockets Made fo r  K ossuth, March 26, 1853, H.O. 
45/4816; Report R e la tiv e  to  P o l i t i c a l  Refugees in  t h i s  Country, A p ril 5, 
1853, I b id . ;  and Palm erston Memo, A pril 25, 1853, Ib id . See a lso  
People’s P ap er, A p ril 23, 1853, p. 5 and A p ril 30, 1853, pp. 3, 5.
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clouded h is  v is io n ,  y e t such id e as  in te n s i f i e d  th e  excitem ent surrounding

59th e  K ossuth in c id e n t .

P u b lic  m eetings were c a l le d  to  show support fo r  K ossuth. The 

" re sp e c ta b le s "  o rgan ized  most o f  th ese  g a th e r in g s ; S ir  Joshua Walmsley 

and Lord Dudley S tu a r t  were prom inent in  th e  a g i t a t i o n . T h e  opportun

i t y  was se ized  to  p re se n t K ossuth w ith  a  bound copy o f th e  com plete works 

of W illiam  Shakespeare. T his Working-Man's Penny T estim o n ia l p ro je c t ,  

which Douglas J e r r o ld  had begun in  1852, rece iv ed  9,215 pennies from 

working men. B efore Lord Dudley, J e r r o ld ,  Cobden, Walmsley and o th e rs ,  

Kossuth accep ted  th e  o f fe r in g  and p ra ise d  th e  P a rliam en ta ry  R ad ica ls  fo r  

t h e i r  defense  o f him on May 5 .^ ^  Jones summed up th e  L e f t 's  re a c t io n  to  

th e  Penny T es tim o n ia l: "These men, who h a te  democracy, th in k  to  g e t a

Democratic c h a ra c te r  by sym pathizing w ith  a  re v o lu tio n a ry  movement a t  th e

62o th e r  end o f Europe—b u t no t one word o f Democracy a t  homeI"

His s ta tem en t r e f le c te d  th e  w eakness, and by im p lic a tio n  th e  

je a lo u sy , o f th e  L e f t .  At t h i s  opportune moment, th e  m oderates o rgan ized  

th e  p ro te s ts  and th e  L e ft watched from th e  r e l a t i v e  i s o la t io n  o f i t s  

newspaper o f f ic e s .  At b e s t  th e  L e ft fu e le d  su sp ic io n s  about fo re ig n  

p re ssu re  b e in g  th e  cause o f th e  p o lic e  spy ing . But th e  s ta tem en ts  o f 

V iscount S t r a t f o r d  de R e d c lif fe  d iscoun t th a t  as th e  only  m o tiv a tio n .

^^R eyno lds's  Newspaper, A p ril 24, 1853, p . 8 and P e o p le 's  P ap er, 
A p ril 30, 1853, p . 4.

^^ P e o p le 's  P ap er, May 14, 1853, p . 2 and May 21, 1853, p. 7; 
and R ey no lds 's  Newspaper, May 15, 1853, p. 9 , May 29, 1853, p . 11 and 
June 5 , 1853, p. 14.

^̂ L ead e r, May 7, 1853, pp. 439-40.
goPeople's Paper, May 14, 1853, p. 4.
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On h is  r e tu rn  to  C o n stan tin o p le  he stopped a t  P a r is  on March 13, 1853, 

and dined w ith  Louis Napoleon and th e  Empress. The V iscount defended 

th e  sac red  r ig h t  o f asylum th a t  B r i ta in  o f fe re d  to  a l l  re fu g ees  and con

tended  th a t  e x is t in g  B r i t i s h  i n s t i t u t i o n s  were capab le  o f d e a lin g  w ith

63th o se  e x i le s  who offended  th e  governments w ith  which th ey  d isag reed . 

N e ith e r th e  L e ft nor th e  p a rlia m e n ta ry  r a d ic a l s  would have b e lie v e d  such 

s ta tem e n ts . For them th e  is s u e  was too  em otional and d i s t r u s t  o f  th e  

Government too  in te n s e .

A number o f co n c lu sio n s  about w o rk in g -c la ss  in te rn a tio n a lis m  

emerge from th e  K ossuth in c id e n t .  F i r s t ,  th e  governm ents on th e  c o n ti

n en t and in  B r i ta in  fe a red  th e  re fu g ees  e x c e s s iv e ly . As Marx w rote to  

Engels in  l a t e  February :

While th e  em igres a re  in  r e a l i t y  com pletely  bankrup t and can’t  
say  boo to  a goose, t h e i r  power i s  b e in g  trum peted through  a l l  
th e  government newspapers and th e  b e l i e f  i s  be ing  sown th a t  a web 
o f c o n sp ira c ie s  i s  be ing  woven around th e  good c i t i z e n s  o f every
s i d e .64

Second, th e  movement's weakness r e s u l te d  from th e  tem porary demise o f 

th e  L e f t .  T h ird , p o lic e  s p ie s  and d e te c t iv e s  were e s s e n t i a l  to  th e  

a u t h o r i t i e s '  c o n tro l  program, a lthough  t h e i r  r e v e la t io n s  were f re q u e n tly  

u n re l ia b le .  N e v e rth e le ss , th e  Government’ s p o lic y  worked. Refugees and 

t h e i r  sym path izers l iv e d  f o r  y ears  in  an atm osphere o f co n stan t su sp i

c io n , i f  n o t open harassm en t, and t h e i r  en thusiasm  waned. Many q u it  th e  

movement, o th e rs  s h i f te d  t h e i r  reform  i n t e r e s t s  and many gave up a l l  hope

r  q
Copy, Memo o f S t r a t fo rd  de R e d c l i f f e ,  March 14, 1853, sen t

by C larendon to  Cowley, March 18, 1853, no . 39, F.O. 146/465. 

64Marx to  E ngels, Febru 
C orrespondence, 1846-1895, p. 62

64Marx to Engels, February 23, 1853, in Marx and Engels,
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and e i th e r  em igrated to  N orth A m erica, o r ,  in  th e  case  o f th e  re fu g e e s , 

a llow ed th e  B r i t i s h  Government to  send them to  New York C ity .^ ^

The Government’s m o tiv a tio n  fo r  m onito ring  th e  i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t s  

emanated from th e  a u th o r i ty  s t r u c tu r e ’ s f a i l u r e  to  r e a l i z e  th a t  th e  age 

o f re v o lu tio n  had passed  by. The con tinued  sympathy of a  s u b s ta n t ia l  

number o f i n te r n a t io n a l i s t s  fo r  th e  s o c ia l  program of th e  February  1848 

R evolu tion  and fo r  th e  few "Red R epublicans" who had su rv iv ed  th e  June 

Days u n s e t t le d  th e  upper c la s s e s .  E n g lish  w o rk in g -c la ss  aw areness o f 

L ouis N apoleon 's undoing o f th e  1848 R evo lu tion  su rfa ce d  re p e a te d ly . For 

example, th e  F ra te rn a l  Democrats r e l ig io u s ly  c e le b ra te d  th e  1848 Revolu

t io n  and a r e tu rn  o f Eugene Sue and s ix  o th e r  "Red R epublicans" to  th e  

L e g is la t iv e  Assembly r e s u l te d  in  a  c o n g ra tu la to ry  m eeting in  th e  L i te r a ry  

and S c ie n t i f ic  I n s t i t u t e  under th e  a u sp ic e s  o f th e  P ro v is io n a l Committee 

o f  th e  NCA on th e  evening o f May 7 , 1850.^^ The NCA on May 28 and th e  

F ra te rn a l  Democrats on June 3 d isc u sse d  th e  same is s u e .  At bo th  th e  

sp eak ers  emphasized th e  co n nec tion  between s o c ia l  and p o l i t i c a l  r i g h t s .  

Hamey claim ed th a t  an unholy a l l i a n c e  e x is te d  on a w orld-w ide b a s is  

a g a in s t  th e  working c la s s e s .  Only in te r n a t io n a l  p r o le ta r ia n  u n i ty  could 

combat t h i s  menace to  t h e i r  freedom . Reynolds c a l le d  fo r  c o n tin e n ta l  

r e v o lu tio n  and th e  e s ta b lish m e n t o f r e p u b lic s .  Then, he s a id ,  re p u b lic s

For th e  C h a r t is ts  who l e f t  England fo r  America see  Ray Boston, 
B r i t i s h  C h a r t is ts  in  America, 1839-1900 (M anchester: M anchester U niver
s i t y  P re s s , 1971). Many of them found l i f e  in  th e  U nited S ta te s  le s s  
in v i t in g  once they  a r r iv e d  th e re .

R eyno lds's  P o l i t i c a l  I n s t r u c to r , March 2, 1850, p . 144; 
Dem ocratic Review, March, 1850, p . 388; N orthern  S ta r , March 2, 1850,
May 11, 1850, p . 8; and R ey no lds 's  Weekly Newspaper, May 12, 1850, p . 1.
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would be adopted in  o th e r  n a tio n s , England in c lu d ed . In  s h o r t ,  a c tio n  

elsew here f i r s t ,  th en  in  E n g l a n d . S u c h  id e as  encouraged th e  Govern

ment in  i t s  p o lic y  o f  s o c ia l  c o n tro l .

The o u tb u rs t o f  w o rk in g -c la ss  en thusiasm  decry ing  N apoleon 's 

u su rp a tio n  o f th e  Frenchm an's p o l i t i c a l  r ig h t s  in  th e  December 2 , 1851, 

coup d 'e t a t  enhanced th e  B r i t i s h  Governm ent's su sp ic io n s . At numerous 

p ro te s t  m eetings th roughout th e  co u n try  w orkers vo iced  a u n ite d  o b je c t io n  

a g a in s t N apoleon 's a c t io n . F req u en tly , th ey  c a l le d  fo r  European w orking-

c la s s  s o l id a r i t y  to  oppose him, a lthough  no one o f fe re d  any p r a c t ic a l

68means to  accom plish ing  th i s  g o a l.

The in te r n a t io n a l i s t s  d iscu ssed  th e  co u p 's  meaning fo r  th e  

E n g lish  working c la s s ,  bu t no consensus e x is te d . L in to n , speaking fo r  

th e  " re s p e c ta b le s ,"  c a l le d  upon England to  rescu e  Europe from despo tism , 

b u t on ly  a f t e r  a d d i t io n a l  reform  o f E ng lish  p o l i t i c a l  in s t i tu t io n s .^ *

At a December 8 p u b lic  m eeting in  Newcastle upon Tyne and a December 30 

F r a te rn a l  Democrat te a  p a r ty  Hamey heard  numerous sp eak e rs , in c lu d in g  

James W atson, c a l l  fo r  g re a te r  p r o le ta r ia n  u n ity  to  oppose such despo

tism . The F ra te rn a l  Democrats c a l le d  fo r  a crusade  a g a in s t  p o l i t i c a l  

ty r a n ts  a f t e r  th e  c a p i t a l i s t  ty r a n ts  in  each co u n try  were d e fea ted .

S o c ia l reform  s t i l l  preceded p o l i t i c a l  reform .

^^N orthem  S ta r , June 1 , 1850, p. 8 and R eyno lds's  Weekly 
Newspaper, June 9 , 1850, p. 7.

68N orthern  S ta r , December 13, 1851, p . 4; R eyno lds's  Newspaper, 
December 7 , 1851, p . 8; and E ng lish  R epub lic , 1852, p. 1.

^*English  R epub lic , 1852, p. 1.

^̂ Northern Star, January 3, 1852, p. 1 and January 24, 1852,
p. 8.
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Thus, a s p l i t  over o b je c t iv e s  e x is te d  in  th e  ranks of the

in te r n a t io n a l  lab o r movement. This weakness went unno ticed . What caught

the  a u th o r i t i e s ’ eyes were s ta tem en ts  such as H arney 's  th a t  " th e  l i b e r t y

and w e lfa re  o f  England was in sep a ra b ly  connected w ith  th a t  o f o th e r

c o u n tr ie s , and th e  g re a t le a d e rs  o f th e  dem ocratic cause in  Europe. . ."

and c a l l s  such as th a t  o f th e  F ra te rn a l  Democrats e f f o r t  to  o rgan ize

in to  l o c a l i t i e s  in  o rd e r to  f a c i l i t a t e  th e  d issem in a tio n  o f fo re ig n

a f f a i r s  news to  th e  E nglish  w o r k e r s . T h a t  p rev ious a ttem p ts  in  th a t

d ire c t io n  had f a l le n  sh o rt ap p a ren tly  d id  no t m a tte r .

The coup d 'e t a t ,  n e v e r th e le s s , b rought forw ard a n eg a tiv e

re a c tio n  from th e  E nglish  w orking c la s s .  Many agreed w ith  W. E. Adams

th a t  i t  "su rpassed  in  w ickedness and h o rro r  . . . any th ing  th a t has ev er

been recorded  . . .  in  W estern h i s to r y ."  I t  s e n t ,  he w ro te , a " t h r i l l  o f

72h o rro r"  throughout th e  co u n try . Many Englishmen used i t  as an oppor

tu n i ty  to  express dem ocratic  sen tim en ts . One such man, who had j u s t  

b u i l t  a house a t  Red H i l l  in  Surrey  c a l le d  "M azzini V i l l a ,"  expressed  h is

fe e lin g s  in  a  p o l i t i c a l  dem onstration  th a t  concluded w ith  h is  w orkers

73burn ing  Napoleon in  e f f ig y .  Such enthusiasm  c o n tr ib u te d  to  th e  

a u th o r i t  i e s ’ apprehensions.

But in  th e  e a r ly  1850s th e  re fu g ees  s u ffe re d  from a 

d iso rg a n iz a tio n  th a t  was m an ifested  in  t h e i r  d e s t i tu t io n .  The dem ocratic 

P o les  who had come to  England in  March 1850 l iv e d  in  London in  d i r e

^^See R eynolds's  Newspaper, December 21, 1851, p. 14, February  22, 
1852, p. 13, June 13, 1852, p. 16; and N orthern  S ta r , January  24, 1852, p. 8.

72 Adams, S o c ia l Atom, I I ,  342.

73Reynolds's Newspaper, May 16, 1852, p. 7.
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s t r a i t s .  D a v i s  a n d  B r o w n  p r o v e d  i n c a p a b l e  o f  c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e m ,  m u c h

l e s s  s o l i c i t i n g  adequate funds. N e ith e r O 'Connor's e f f o r t s  no r th e

M etropo litan  Trades Com m ittee's a s s is ta n c e  to  H arney 's Democratic Con-

74fe ren ce  so lved  th e  problem. Added to  th e  monetary s i tu a t io n  were 

in te r n a l  squabbles over ideo logy . For example, in  th e  sm all group under 

D avis' and Brown's tu te la g e  a d isagreem ent arose  in  November and December 

o f 1850 between th e  c z a r to r y s k i  fo llo w ers  and th e  more dem ocratic  re fu 

gees; i t  r e s u l te d  in  th e  group s p l i t t i n g  in to  s e c tio n s  and b o th  of them 

competing fo r  th e  few a v a ila b le  funds.

The a r r i v a l  a t  L iverpoo l in  March 1851 o f th e  rem ainder o f 

K o ssu th 's  P o lish  Legion challenged  th e  i n te r n a t io n a l i s t s  once again  to  

t r a n s la t e  t h e i r  speeches and ad d resses  in to  p r a c t ic a l  a id . A re p re se n 

t a t i v e  o f th e  LAPP boarded th e  re fu g ee  v e s s e l and o ffe re d  th e  260 odd 

men th e  B r i t i s h  Government's f r e e  passage d i r e c t  and a t  once to  America. 

They were housed in  L iverpoo l w ith  th re e  days to  d e c i d e . I n  case

For example, see  N orthern S ta r , October 12, 1850, p . 1 and 
October 26, 1850, p . 1. For Brown's fund seeking fu n c tio n s  see N orthern  
S ta r , September 28, 1850, p. 5; P o lice  R eport: P o les  P re se n t, August 28,
1850, H.O. 45/3136; P o lic e  R eport: R efugees, November 1 , 1850, I b id . ;
P o lice  R eport: Refugees M eeting, November 5, 1850, I b id . ;  P o lic e  R eport;
C h a r t is ts  and F o re ig n e rs , November 6 , 1850, I b id . ;  and P o lic e  R eport: 
C h a r tis t  and Foreign  M eeting, January  6, 1851, H.O. 45/3615. See a lso  
N orthern  S ta r , December 7, 1850, p. 8.

^^N orthem  S ta r , November 30, 1850, p. 1; R eyno lds's  Weekly 
Newspaper, November 24, 1850, p . 10. The ev o lu tio n  o f th e  s p l i t  can be 
follow ed in  th e  N orthern  S ta r  f o r  November and December o f 1850.

^ ^ L e tte r  by S ta n is la u s  W orcell, February 22, 1851, E ng lish  
R epublic , 1851, p . 98; I b i d . ,  p. 126; L eader, March 8 , 1851, p . 217;
A. 20, Cowen C o lle c tio n . See a lso  P e te r  Brock, "Joseph Cowen and th e  
P o lish  E x ile s ,"  S lavon ic  and East European Review, XXXII (December,
1953), 52-55.
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any o f them d id  remain in  England, Grey in s t r u c te d  Mayne to  tak e  

77p re c a u tio n s .

L in ton  and S ta n is la u s  W orcell met th e  re fu g ees  in  L iverpoo l 

and shouldered  th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  fo r  t h e i r  w e lfa re . On Monday even ing , 

March 10, some 2 ,500-3 ,000  L iv e rp o o lite s  a tte n d ed  a p u b lic  m eeting to  

he lp  them. L in ton  d e c la re d  th a t  th e  P o les  had nev er in tended  going to  

America. The crowd overw helm ingly approved of t h e i r  s ta y in g  in  England 

and a  s u b sc r ip tio n  o f £9 10s was c o lle c te d . Such a  p a l t r y  sum h a rd ly  

could  have supported  them fo r  lo n g . C onsequently , a memorial to  p a r l i a 

ment ask ing  f o r  support was p r e p a r e d . G r e y  re fu se d  to  budge.

Thus, as  Ham ey foresaw , the  i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t s  had to  e s ta b l is h  

committees to  a id  th e  re fu g e e s . In  L iv e rp o o l, th e  Po lish-H ungarian

Refugee C en tra l Committee under th e  d i r e c t io n  o f Thomas B ott c a r r ie d  on

80th e  work begun on March 10. The u su a l r a d ic a l  newspapers o ffe re d  

t h e i r  columns to  h e lp  r a i s e  money and men such as Hunt expounded p lan s  

c a l l in g  upon E ng lish  o p e ra tiv e s  to  f in d  work fo r  th e  re fu g e es . But a s id e  

from a few o f  them w ith  p ro fe s s io n a l s k i l l s  most were manual la b o re rs  who

W. Addington to  H. W addington, February  10, 1851, H.O. 45/3720, 
Grey’ s n o te  on th e  cover sh e e t approved W addington’s re q u e s t to  pass 
th e  in fo rm atio n  a long  to  Mayne.

7 f t L ead er, March 15, 1851, p . 240; N orthern  S ta r , March 15, 1851, 
p . 6 ; F riend  of th e  P eo p le , March 22, 1851, p. 116; and E ng lish  R epub lic , 
1851, pp. 126-27. See a lso  W orcell to  L in to n , February 27, 1851, in  
S te fan  K ieniew icz, e d . , "From th e  P o lish  Correspondence o f W illiam  J .  
L in to n , 1844-1854," A nnali I s t i t u t o  Giangiocomo F e l t r i n e l l i  (M ilano; 
F e l t r i n e l l i  E d ito re , 1960), I I I ,  190-91 fo r  one o f t h e i r  l e t t e r s .

7*Memorial, H.O. 45/3725.
80F riend  o f th e  P eop le , February 22, 1851, p. 82. Examples o f 

t h e i r  e f f o r t s  a re  found in  A. 21 and A. 22 in  th e  Cowen C o lle c tio n .
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could speak no E ng lish  a t  a l l .  F ind ing  p la ce s  fo r  th e  230 o r  so

re fu g ees  who rem ained in  England proved d i f f i c u l t .  At B radford , where

a H ungarian Committee a lre a d y  e x is te d ,  fo u r o r f iv e  more were taken  on

im m ediately. But fo r  th e  o th e rs  L in ton  proposed th a t  th e  5,000 C h a r t is ts

d iv id e  in to  R e lie f  Committees o f  tw enty each and su p p o rt one re fu g ee  p e r

committee w ith  c o n tr ib u tio n s  o f 6 pence a  week from each C h a r t is t .  He
81

e x a g g e r a t e d  b o t h  C h a r t i s t  m e m b e r s h ip  a n d  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  h e l p .

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e y  w e r e  s l o w l y  p a r c e l l e d  o u t .  L e e d s ,  N e w c a s t l e

u p o n  T y n e ,  B ir m in g h a m , M a n c h e s t e r ,  S h e f f i e l d ,  P a d e h a m , G l a s g o w ,  H a l i f a x ,

B a r e h e a d ,  P a i s l e y ,  B u r n l e y ,  S u n d e r l a n d ,  L e i c e s t e r  a n d  o t h e r  t o w n s  i n  t h e

N orth accep ted  them. L in ton  claim ed in  l a t e  1851 th a t  only f o r ty - f iv e

rem ained in  L iv erp o o l. Most o f th e  success  in  f in d in g  employment fo r

th e  P o les  came a f t e r  a w o rk in g -c la ss  group, a c tin g  under th e  name C e n tra l

Committee o f th e  O p era tiv es  fo r  th e  R e l ie f  o f th e  P o lish  Refugees and

d ire c te d  by W illiam  L. C o stin e  and James S purr, was formed to  co o rd in a te

82w o rk in g -c la ss  a s s is ta n c e .

The e n t i r e  p ro cess  invo lved  overcoming s e v e ra l  problem s. At 

B radford  H arn ey 's  o ld  f r ie n d  George W hite w ro te  about d if fe re n c e s  o f  opin

ion between l i b e r a l  and C h a r t is t  committee members over th e  fu tu re  o f th e

01
F riend  o f  th e  P eo p le , March 29, 1851, pp. 116-17 and A p ril  19, 

1851, p. 167; N orthern  S t a r , March 15, 1851, p. 1 and A p ril 5 , 1851, 
p. 1 ; L eader, March 29, 1851, p. 291; R eyno lds's  Newspaper, March 23,
1851, p . 6. For th e  B radford  H ungarian Com m ittee's e f f o r t s  to  h e lp  th e  
re fu g ees  who had a r r iv e d  in  1850 see  L eader, February 1, 1851, p . 113.

^^L eader, J u ly  5 , 1851, p . 629, August 30, 1851, p. 829;
N orthern  S ta r , May 3 , 1851, p. 8; F riend  o f th e  P eo p le , March 29, 1851, 
p. 125; E ng lish  R ep u b lic , 1851, p. 292; and The Refugee C irc u la r ,
A p ril 19, 1851, p. 1 , A. 25, Cowen C o lle c tio n . For one of th e  com m ittee 's  
b ro ad sh ee ts  see  A. 28, Cowen C o lle c tio n . O ther examples a re  found in  
N orthern  S ta r , A p ril  12 , 1851, p. 3 and R eynolds' s Newspaper, A p ril 20, 
1851, p. 14.
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re fu g e es ; th e  l i b e r a l s  wanted to  send them to  America in  o rd e r to  

" . . .  s t i f l e  th e  u n iv e rs a l  fe e l in g  of sympathy which th e  working 

c la s s e s  c h e r ish  tow ards them ." The re fu g e es ’ cause was f u r th e r  hampered 

because some Englishmen in  need o f support began posing as members of 

th e  L iv erp o o l re fu g ee  group. L in ton  was f i n a l ly  fo rced  to  p u b lish  a 

l e t t e r  ad v is in g  anyone co n fron ted  by a man claim ing  re fugee  s ta tu s  to  

send th e  f e l lo w 's  name to  h im se lf , James Spurr o r David Masson fo r  con

f irm a tio n  b e fo re  ex tend ing  a s s is ta n c e  to  him. The a u th o r i t i e s  c re a te d  

a d d it io n a l  problem s. P o lic e  ag en ts  a c tin g  on b e h a lf  o f th e  Home O ffice  

badgered some o f th e  re fu g ee  sponsors in  an e f f o r t  to  d iscou rage  them

f r o m  h e l p i n g  t h e  r e f u g e e s .  T h e  S h e f f i e l d  T ow n  C o u n c i l  a d o p t e d  a  m e m o r ia l

83t o  G r e y  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  h e  l e a v e  t h e m  a l o n e .

G rey 's  men met l i t t l e  success in  th a t  endeavor. But ev idence of 

th e  a u t h o r i t i e s '  h e ig h ten ed  p o s i t io n  su rfaced  in  June and J u ly  o f  1851 

when an o th er b a tch  o f Hungarian re fugees a r r iv e d  a t  Southampton. N inety  

came in  June and about 100 in  J u ly . The v a s t  m a jo rity  o f them e le c te d  to  

co n tinue  on to  America. Lord Dudley S tu a rt and M ajor C harles  Szulczew ski 

made th e  arrangem ents fo r  t h e i r  voyage. Mayor R ichard Andrews of South

ampton was reim bursed a t o t a l  o f £2,380 3s 6d from S ec re t S erv ice  funds 

fo r  th e  ca re  g iven  them in  Southampton.^^ T h e o re tic a l ly  th e  in te rn a t io n 

a l i s t s  d isapproved  o f sending re fu g ees  to  America. But in  th e  summer o f 

o f 1851 th ey  f a i l e d  to  o b je c t .  Only l a t e r ,  when K ossuth v i s i t e d  England,

F rien d  o f th e  P eo p le , A p ril 19, 1851, p. 167; L eader,
August 30, 1851, p . 829; Refugee C irc u la r , May 24, 1851, A. 46, Cowen 
C o lle c t io n ; and Refugee C irc u la r , A pril 19, 1851, p . 1 , A. 25, Ib id .

84 See h is  l e t t e r s ,  and th o se  of town c le rk  C harles E. Duncan, to  
Grey, dated  June 5 , 7, 21, Ju ly  2 and 7, 1851, in  H.O. 45/3720.
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d id  they  r e f l e c t  back on t h e i r  e r r o r  in  n o t doing fo r  th e  Southampton 

re fu g ees  what they  had done fo r  th e  L iverpoo l group. The s t r a in  o f p ro 

v id in g  fo r  th e  f i r s t  group, p lu s  th e  continued  problems they  faced  in  

m ain ta in in g  o th e r  re fugees dampened t h e i r  enthusiasm  fo r  tak in g  on 

an o th er b a tch  of d e s t i tu te  e x i le s .  Of equal s ig n if ic a n c e  was th e  o r ig in  

of th e  Southampton e x i le s .  They were s o ld ie r s  of K ossuth and h is  p h ilo s 

ophy co incided  w ith  th a t  o f th e  LAPP. In  th e  1850s th ey  encouraged th e  

re fugees to  em igrate to  America, and t h e i r  re p re s e n ta t iv e s  d e a lt  w ith  th e  

Southampton men.

In te rn a tio n a lis m  between th e  excitem en ts o f 1848-50 and th e  

Crimean War e x is te d  in  a l u l l .  The d i f f i c u l t i e s  encountered  in  funding 

th e  re fu g ees  r e f le c te d  th e  movement's weakness. The problem was recog

n ized  and th e  in te r n a t io n a l i s t s  a ttem pted  to  r e v i t a l i z e  and s u s ta in  t h e i r  

movement through th e  form ation o f new progaganda o rg a n iz a tio n s . The 

form ation  o f new committees and form al p re ssu re  groups in  a tim e o f  adver

s i t y  e x h ib ite d  an in n e r s tre n g th  of in te rn a tio n a lis m : i t s  le a d e rs  were

men of co n v ic tio n  who p e r s is te d  in  p u rs u it  o f t h e i r  goals d e sp ite  sagging 

support from th e  m asses. But th e  c re a tio n  o f th e  two new o rg a n iz a tio n s , 

th e  C en tra l European Democratic Committee in  1850 and th e  S oc ie ty  o f th e  

F riends o f I t a l y  in  May 1851, a lso  com plicated  an a lre ad y  f ra c tu re d  move

ment and r e s u l te d  in  in c reased  p o lic e  o b se rv a tio n , which in  tu rn  f u r th e r

dampened in te r n a t io n a l i s t  s p i r i t s  and popular p a r t ic ip a t io n .

85The CEDC was a re fugee  o p e ra tio n . No Englishman belonged to  

i t ,  a lthough  i t s  re v o lu tio n a ry  d ecrees were pub lished  in  th e  r a d ic a l
85A lvin R. Caiman, L ed ru -R o llin  ap rès 1848 e t  le s  p ro s c i ts  

f r a n ç a is  en A n g le te rre  (P a r is : F. R eider and Company, 1921), pp. 95-105
i s  th e  on ly  in v e s t ig a t io n  o f th e  CEDC.
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newspapers. The CEDC c a l le d  fo r  th e  o rg a n iz a tio n  o f th e  European 

democrats under i t s  banner w ith  th e  o b s ta c le s  o f in d iv id u a l i ty  and th eo 

r e t i c a l  dogmatism submerged to  i t s  own l i b e r a l  n a t io n a l i s t i c  c reed . In  

i t s  peak year 1851 the  DEDC pub lish ed  numerous ad d resses to  v a rio u s  

European n a t io n a l i t i e s  s tru g g lin g  fo r  freedom and claim ed th e  adherence 

o f th e  Committee o f Young A u s tr ia ,  th e  C e n tra l iz in g  Committee o f Germany,

th e  P o lish  Dem ocratic Committee and th e  C en tra l Democratic A sso c ia tio n  

86o f H olland. But i t  accom plished l i t t l e  and w ith e red  away in  1853. I t s  

demise was due to  th e  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  o rg a n iz a tio n s , f in a n c ia l  i n s t a b i l 

i t y  and th e o r e t ic a l  d isag reem en ts.

The CEDC’s impact on th e  E nglish  w ork in g -c lass  was m inim al. No 

E ng lish  group jo in e d  i t  o r expressed  sympathy w ith  i t .  L in ton  a ttem pted  

to  form a Committee o f R epublican A sso c ia tio n  in  connection  w ith  i t ,  b u t

f a i le d  to  f in d  enough good re p u b lic an s  fo r  th e  p ro je c te d  C en tra l Commit-

87te e  who could m uster f i f t y  v o te s  in  t h e i r  su p p o rt.

About th e  same tim e as th e  fo rm ation  of th e  CEDC, M azzini 

reo rgan ized  from abroad th e  I t a l i a n  N a tio n a l Committee. H is in te n tio n  

was to  r a i s e  a  European su b sc r ip tio n  of 10,000 f ra n c s , which th e  Roman 

R epublic had au th o rized  in  1849. His goal was to  le a d  a war to  e s ta b l i s h  

a government o f n a t io n a l  so v ere ig n ty  in  I t a l y .  On November 27, 1850, th e  

CEDC claim ed su z e ra in ty  over t h i s  I t a l i a n  Loan, as i t  was c a l le d ,  and

E nglish  R ep u b lic , 1851, pp 6-9 and 53. For a  l e t t e r  to  th e  
CEDC from th e  Dutch o rg a n iz a tio n  in  Amsterdam see th e  Red R epublican , 
February 1 , 1851, p. 59.

87E ng lish  R epub lic , 1851, pp. 54-60. The b e s t ex p lan a tio n  o f 
L in to n 's  repub lican ism  is  in  Smith, R ad ica l A r t is a n , pp. 99-105. A 
b r ie f e r  sta tem en t i s  found in  N orbert J .  Gossman, "Republicanism  in  Nine
te en th  Century E ngland," In te rn a t io n a l  Review of S o c ia l H is to ry , V II 
(P a rt 1, 1962), 56-57.
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acknowledged th e  adherence o f th e  I t a l i a n  N a tio n a l Committee to  CEDC 

88le a d e rsh ip .

The B r i t i s h  Government observed th e se  a c t i v i t i e s  w a r ily . The

Foreign O ffice  k ep t Grey Informed of M azzini*s p la n s  as  I t  le a rn e d  them

from Lord Normanby In  P a r i s .  Someone In th e  F oreign  O ffice  considered
89th e  s i tu a t io n  s e r io u s  enough to  w arran t ex tend ing  th e  1848 A llen  A ct.

R u s s e l l 's  Whig government a c ted  on th e  b a s is  o f two m o tiv a tio n s . F i r s t ,

th e  Foreign  O ffice  was under p re ssu re  from c o n tin e n ta l  governm ents to  h a l t

90th e se  p a r t i c u la r  re fu g e e  a c t i v i t é s .  In  response  to  A u stria n  and French 

In q u ir ie s  about th e  l e g a l i t y  o f th e  re fu g ee  campaigns a p o lic e  in v e s t ig a 

t io n  produced no grounds f o r  a r r e s t s  and a  le g a l  o p in io n  from John Rom illy 

and A. E. Cockbum, Law O ffic e rs  a t  L in c o ln 's  In n , h e ld  th a t  th e  sim ple 

placem ents o f th e  ad v ertisem en ts  o f  th e  I t a l i a n  Loan Committee In  news

papers f a i l e d  to  prove c o n c lu s iv e ly  th a t  th e  men whose names accompanied 

them had san c tio n ed  e i th e r  th e  adds o r t h e i r  Id e a s . B arring  such p roo f

no case  e x is te d . Grey and Palm erston concurred  and th e  F o re ig n  S ec re ta ry

 ̂ 91Informed th e  French Charge d 'A f fa ir s  o f th e  d e c is io n .

QQ
L eader, O ctober 19, 1850, pp. 705-706 and E n g lish  R epub lic , 

1851, pp. 52-53.

Waddington to  W. A ddington, June 10, 1850, H.O. 45/3272.
See Normanby's d isp a tc h  to  th e  Foreign  O ffic e , d a ted  June 3, 1850, which 
I s  en c lo sed .

9 0 Lord A ld e rly  o f S tan ley  to  H. W addington, November 8 , 1850, 
H.O. 45/3263; Copy of M. de B ren le r to  M. de M aresca lch l, January  28, 
1851, H.O. 45/3720; and see Georges B ourgin, "M azzini e t  l e  Comité 
C en tra l Démocratique en  1851," R ev lsta  S to r ic a  d e l R lsorgim ento I t a l l a n o , 
VI (1913), 353-71 fo r  some examples from th e  French s id e  In  1851.

^^See In s p e c to r  C harles Le G uild , R eport, November 12, 1850,
H.O. 45/3272; Mr. Payne, R e la tiv e  to  th e  I t a l i a n  Loan, February  26, 1851, 
I b id . ;  D ra f t ,  H. Waddington to  th e  Foreign  O ff ic e , February  13, 1851,
H.O. 45/3720; Law O f f ic e r s ' R eport, March 11, 1851, H.O. 45/3263; fo r
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On t h i s  p o in t Palm erston has o f te n  been m aligned f o r  bowing to  

th e  p re s su re  o f fo re ig n  governm ents. The evidence shows, however, th a t  

in  1850 he d id  n o t .  When inform ing th e  Home O ffice  about th e  p ro p o sa l of 

M. Drouyn de Lhuys, th e  French F oreign  M in is te r , f o r  an e x tr a d i t io n  p o l

ic y  between France and England, P alm erston  s ta te d  th a t  th e  "fundam ental 

p r in c ip le  o f such a convention i s  th a t  th e  p e rso n a l l i b e r t y  o f a fo r 

e ig n e r in  England should  be s u b s ta n t ia l ly  as secu re  as th a t  o f a B r i t i s h  

s u b je c t ,  . . . "  H is p o s it io n  was a l l  th e  more rem arkable because in  

th e se  e a r ly  months o f  1850 he was engaged in  th e  Don P a c if ic o  is su e  and 

sought c o o p e ra tio n  w ith  France in  fo re ig n  a f f a i r s .  M oreover, a t  an o th er 

tim e he re fu se d  to  comply w ith  a  re q u e s t from th e  government o f Saxe- 

Coburg-Gotha th a t  th e  E nglish  p o lic e  in te rv ie w  a re fu g ee  in  London f o r  

them. He answ ered th a t  he had no le g a l  power to  do so . His knowledge 

s in c e  e a r ly  F ebruary  th a t  V ic to r ia  d isapproved  o f h is  Don P a c if ic o  p o lic y

m ight have prompted h is  un co o p era tiv e  s ta n c e  re g a rd in g  th e  Saxe-Coburg- 

92Gotha re q u e s t.

Second, Her M aje s ty 's  Government f e l t  com pelled to  in v e s t ig a te  

th e  I t a l i a n  Loan a f f a i r  because a number o f Englishmen form erly  prom inent 

w ith  th e  re fu g e e  committees a lso  p a r t ic ip a te d  in  t h i s  M azzinian f ia s c o . 

M azzini in s t r u c te d  h i s  E nglish  c o l la b o ra to rs  to  wage a propaganda cam

paign and to  c a l l  p u b lic  m eetings in  c i t i e s  such as  M anchester, Leeds

93and o th e r  m anufacturing  towns. He knew th a t  p o p u la r support had to

G rey 's  p o s i t io n  see h is  memo d a ted  November 10, 1850, I b id . ;  and fo r  an 
account o f P a lm e rs to n 's  s ta tem en t see  W. Addington to  W. Waddington, 
February 1 , 1851, H.O. 45/3720.

9 2 W. Addington to  H. Waddington, Jan u a ry , 1850, H.O. 45/3263 
and Foreign  O ffice  D raft to  H. W addington, May 4 , 1850, F.O. 27/954.

93Richards, ed., Mazzini*s Letters, I, 165-66.
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come from th e  e n t i r e  co u n try , n o t j u s t  from London. But h is  " re sp e c ta b le "

co lleag u es  found newspaper a g i ta t io n  in  London p re fe ra b le  to  m ingling

94w ith  th e  o p e ra tiv e s  in  th e  m anufacturing  d i s t r i c t s .

T h e ir e f f o r t s  to  r a i s e  money were s in c e re , however. But few of

th e  n o te s  were so ld  e i th e r  in  England o r France and th e  money th a t  was

c o lle c te d  was ap p a ren tly  w asted upon E ng lish  muskets th a t  never reached 

95I t a l y .  The e f f o r t  r e s u l te d  in  th e  M etro p o litan  P o lic e  in v e s t ig a t in g  

and s e c r e t ly  observ ing  M az z in i's  E ng lish  sym path izers. In  o rd e r to  p ro 

t e c t  h is  good name S ta n s fe ld  f i n a l ly  w ithdrew  from th e  Loan Committee. 

C onsidering  th e  f a r c i c a l  n a tu re  o f th e  p ro je c t  th e  a u th o r i t i e s  over

re a c te d . N e ith e r th e  p re s su re  from fo re ig n  governments no r th e  B r i t i s h  

Governm ent's d e s ir e  fo r  m a in ta in in g  p u b lic  o rd e r j u s t i f i e d  th e  tim e spen t 

on th e  I t a l i a n  Loan Committee.

M azzini re tu rn e d  to  England in  February o f 1851. He and h i s  

f r ie n d s  c re a te d  on May 15 th e  SFI. A lthough s im ila r  to  th e  LAFP and the

PIL in  i t s  s o c ia l  membership, i t  d if f e r e d  from them in  i t s  in ten d ed  a c t i -

97v i s t  ph ilo so p h y . I t  l in g e re d  on u n t i l  March of 1855. Inc luded  on th e

94 See, f o r  example. L eader, O ctober 26, 1850, p. 729,
November 2 , 1850, p . 753, November 16, 1850, pp. 800-801, and December 7 , 
1850, p . 872.

^^Gossman, " B r i t i s h  A id ,"  South A tla n tic  Q u a r te r ly , LXVIII, 234, 
fo o tn o te  12.

^^See th e  memo of R ichard Mayne, February 10, 1851, H.O. 45/
3720; R eport—M azzini Loan, 1851, I b id . ;  R eport, February  12, 1851, I b i d . ; 
and Hammond and Hammond, James S ta n s fe ld , p . 28.

97The h is to r io g ra p h y  o f th e  SFI i s  s h o r t . Harry W. Rudman, 
I t a l i a n  N ationalism  and E ng lish  L e t te r s  (New York: Columbia U n iv e rs ity  
P re s s , 1940), pp. 97-126 covers i t  in  p a ss in g . Gossman, " B r i t i s h  A id ,"  
South A tla n t ic  Q u a r te r ly , LXVIII, 233-35 o f f e r s  th e  b e s t a v a ila b le
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SFI co u n cil were n e a r ly  a l l  the  lead in g  " re sp e c ta b le "  i n te r n a t io n a l i s t s :  

bo th  A sh u rsts ; Cowen; Duncombe; J .  A. Froude; Holyoake; Hunt; W alter 

Savage Landor; L in ton ; David Masson (S e c re ta ry ) ; R ichard  Moore; P ro fe s 

so r  F ran c is  Newman; W illiam  S c h o le f ie ld , M. P. fo r  Birmingham; Shaen; 

S ta n s fe ld ; Lord Dudley S tu a r t ;  P . A. T aylor (T re a su re r) ;  and A rthur 

T revelyan . T h ir ty - s ix  o f th e  o r ig in a l  100 re s id e d  in  g re a te r  London and 

th e  rem ainder were s c a t te re d  a c ro ss  west Y o rksh ire , L ancash ire  and such 

p lace s  as Newcastle upon Tyne, B e lfa s t ,  D ublin , Plasgw ynant, P u d l ic o t t ,

Edinburgh and Glasgow. S o c ia l ly , they  were drawn from th e  m iddle and 

98m iddling c la s s e s .

The S o c ie ty 's  o b je c t iv e s  were to  promote through  p u b lic  m eetings, 

le c tu re s  and pam phlets a " c o r re c t"  understand ing  in  England of th e  I t a l 

ia n  Q uestion , to  do th e  same in  P arliam ent and g e n e ra lly  to  a id  th e  cause 

o f I t a l i a n  r e l ig io u s  and p o l i t i c a l  l i b e r ty .  In  p a r t i c u la r  i t  o b jec ted  

to  B r i t a in 's  p r in c ip le  o f n o n -in te rv e n tio n  th a t  allow ed th e  French to  

con tinue  t h e i r  occupation  o f Rome. By September 1851 th e  S o c ie ty  had a 

number o f  c r e d i t s  to  i t s  name: a  "Monthly R ecord ," an add ress to  th e

p u b lic , a  t r a c t  on n o n - in te rv e n tio n  and an address to  I t a l i a n  p a t r io t s .

99A p ro je c te d  t r a c t  on te r ro r ism  in  Rome had y e t to  appear. The SFI

in tro d u c tio n  to  i t .  O therw ise, th e  fo llow ing  books give th e  S o c ie ty  only  
b r i e f  m ention: Hammond and Hammond, James S ta n s fe ld , p. 28 and M argaret
J .  Shaen, e d . , W illiam  Shaen. A B rie f  Sketch (London: Longmans, Green,
and C o., 1912), p. 13.

98S ocie ty  o f  th e  F riends o f I t a l y ,  Address o f th e  S o c ie ty  o f the  
F riends o f I t a l y .  F i f ty  Thousand (London: At th e  O ffice s  o f th e  S o c ie ty , 
1851), p . 2.

g o
E nglish  R epub lic , 1851, p. 287; L eader, Ju ly  26, 1851, pp. 

696-97; N orthern S ta r ,  Ju ly  26, 1851, p. 5 and September 20, 1851, p . 7.
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never ac ted  as v ig o ro u s ly  as i t s  founders had in tended  i t  to  a c t .  I t s  

focus upon th e  conversion  of th e  i n f l u e n t i a l  peop le  o f so c ie ty  p rec luded  

i t  from p lay in g  a s ig n i f ic a n t  p a r t in  th e  w o rk in g -c la ss  a g i ta t io n ,  

a lthough  as in d iv id u a ls  and as p a r t ic ip a n ts  in  o th e r  s o c ie t ie s  some o f 

i t s  members were invo lved  w ith  working-men movements.

In  th e  y ear fo llow ing  th e  December 2 coup th e  SFI achieved i t s  

peak a c t i v i t i e s .  I t s  w e ll-a tte n d e d  conversaziones a t t r a c te d  la rg e  num

b e rs  o f m iddle c la s s  and in f lu e n t i a l  peop le , who heard  some of M azz in i's  

b e s t e x p o s it io n s  in  fav o r of a dem ocratic  Europe. He c a lle d  upon th e  

E ng lish  fo r  m oral support through th e  g a th e r in g  and d issem in a tin g  of 

in fo rm atio n  about I t a l y  and upon th e  Queen's Government to  encourage 

o th e r  governments to  a lso  p ra c tic e  n o n -in te rv e n tio n .^ ^ ^  Indeed, much of 

th e  S F I 's  propaganda aimed a t  exposing th e  f a l l a c i e s  o f n o n -in te rv e n tio n .^ ^ ^  

P ro fe sso r  F ran c is  Newman s ta te d  th e  is su e  more e lo q u en tly  than  most in  h is

add ress on "The P lace  and Duty o f England in  E urope." He c a lle d  upon h is

102countrymen to  support European n a t io n a l i t i e s  in  t h e i r  quest fo r  freedom.

The S F I 's  impact upon th e  Governm ent's p o lic y  was m arg inal.

M azzini p u b lish ed  a  m ajor a r t i c l e  in  George E l i o t 's  W estm inster Review in  

A p ril 1852 in  which he argued a g a in s t B r i t i s h  com pliance w ith  th e  c o n ti

n e n ta l  governm ents' req u est th a t  th e  re fu g ees  be s e n t to  America. The

L eader, February 14, 1852, pp. 146-48; E nglish  R epublic ,
1852, pp. 45-51; N orthern  S ta r , February  14, 1852, p. 14; and Guiseppe 
M azzin i, M. M az z in i 's  L ec tu re , D elivered  a t  th e  F i r s t  Conversazione of 
th e  F riends of I t a l y , "No. IV of th e  T rac ts  o f th e  S ocie ty  of th e  F riends 
o f I t a l y , "  (London; n . p . , 1852).

^^^L eader, A p ril 24, 1852, p. 395 and E ng lish  R epublic , 1852, 
pp. 53-55.

1 0 2 Leader, May 1, 1852, pp. 408-409 and May 8, 1852, pp. 434-35.
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a r t i c l e ’s p u b lic a tio n  co in c id ed  w ith  a p e rio d  o f  in q u iry  in  P arliam en t

about th e  in flu en ce  o f fo re ig n  governments on B r i t i s h  p o lic y , b u t a

d i r e c t  connection  between M azzin i’s  t r e a t i s e  and th e  in q u iry  i s  in d is -  

103c e m ib le .  An SFI p e t i t io n  p rep ared  on November 10, 1852, fo r  p resen 

ta t io n  to  th e  House o f Commons p ro te s te d  th e  French and A u strian  occupa

t io n  o f Rome and c a l le d  upon B r i ta in  to  re scu e  I t a l y ,  b u t a s id e  from th e

document’s p u b lic a tio n  in  th e  r a d ic a l  newspapers i t  reached few o f th e

104people  fo r  whom i t  was in ten d ed .

W ithin th e  in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r  movement th e  SFI su ffe re d  from 

i t s  m iddle c la s s  b ia s .  D iffe re n c es  w ith in  th e  ranks over th e  q u estio n  

o f m iddle c la s s  co o p era tio n  and about th e  c o rre c t brand o f so c ia lism  

p rec luded  any semblance o f  a u n if ie d  f r o n t .  I t  made th e  a u t h o r i t i e s ’ 

s o c ia l  c o n tro l p o lic y  much e a s ie r .

The S h i l l in g  S u b sc rip tio n  fo r  European Freedom i l l u s t r a t e s  th e  

f i r s t  of th e se  problem s. T his p ro je c t  was developed under th e  au sp ices  

of Thomas Cooper, Joseph Cowen, J r . , George Dawson, W. J .  L in to n , James 

Watson, James S ta n s fe ld  and o th e r s .  They asked Englishmen to  c o n tr ib u te  

one s h i l l i n g  a y ea r to  th e  j o i n t  c r e d i t  o f M azzini and K ossuth.

1 0 3 For th e  a r t i c l e  see  M azzin i, L ife  and W ritin g s , VI, 215-65. 
For th e  fo llow ing  debate  see  H ansard’s , CXX (23 March-29 A p r i l ,  1852), 
pp. 28-30, 477-526 and 659-82.

^^^ S ta r  of Freedom, November 13, 1852, pp. 219-20 and R eynolds’s 
Newspaper, November 14, 1852, p. 11. For a  r e p r in t in g  o f th e  p e t i t io n  
see S ta r  o f Freedom, November 27, 1852, p . 251 and R eynolds’s Newspaper, 
December 5 , 1852, p. 12. See a ls o  Joseph M azzini to  G. J u l ia n  Harney, 
[1852], B lack and B lack, e d s . .  The Harney P a p e rs , p . 55 and F re d e ric k  W. 
Hoeing, " L e tte r s  o f M azzini to  W. J .  L in to n ,"  Jo u rn a l o f Modem H is to ry ,
V (March, 1933), 60-61.

^^^Friend of the People, April 10, 1852, p. 75 and Leader,
February 28, 1852, pp. 197-98.
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Holyoake a s s is te d  them and c o lle c te d  some £450; o th e rs  r a is e d  an o th er

£50, so th a t  £500 were ga th ered  b e fo re  th e  s u b sc r ip tio n  c lo sed  in  February

1853.^^^ An immediate r e s u l t  of th e  S h i l l in g  S u b sc rip tio n  was th a t  th e

p o lic e  sp ied  upon M azzini and S ta n s fe ld , and probab ly  o th e r s ,  again  and

continued  th e i r  v i g i l  some seven weeks a f t e r  M azzini had gone to  M ilan

to  s ta g e  an o th er u n su cc e ss fu l u p r is in g .

The S h i l l in g  S u b sc rip tio n  re v e a le d  th e  d if fe re n c e s  betw een th e

L e ft and th e  " r e s p e c ta b le s ."  L in ton  accused Holyoake and h is  group o f

g r a v i ta t in g  too  c lo se  to  th e  m id d le -c la ss  p o l i t i c i a n s .  Hamey den ied

Holyoake space in  th e  S ta r  o f Freedom to  defend h im se lf and then  in s e r te d

a l e t t e r  o f h is  own ex p la in in g  th e  d if fe re n c e s  between h im se lf and

Holyoake*s f r ie n d , Thornton Hunt, on such is s u e s  as re fu g ee  tre a tm e n t,

108rep u b lican ism  and p o l i t i c s  in  g e n e ra l. Although both  s id e s  ag reed

upon th e  im portance o f making th e  S h i l l in g  S u b sc rip tio n  d r iv e  a w orking-

c la s s  endeavor, M azzini*s June 12, 1852, l e t t e r  o f approval a ls o  in c lu d ed

d isp a rag in g  rem arks about th e  French s o c i a l i s t s .  Furtherm ore, in  h is

W estm inster Review a r t i c l e  M azzini had o ffe re d  a  weak p a rry  a t  th e  Com-

109m unist M anifesto  o f Marx and Engels. Such b ic k e r in g  was in h e re n t to

^^^Holyoake, S ix ty  Y ears , I ,  266; Rudman, I t a l i a n  N a tio n a lism , 
p . 101; and Gossman, " B r i t i s h  A id ," South A tla n t ic  Q u a r te r ly , LXVIII,
244.

^^^P o lice  R eport—M azzini, March 23, 1853, H.O. 45/4816.
108Holyoake, S ix ty  Y ears. I ,  267; George J u l ia n  Harney to  George 

Jacob H olyoake, September 30, 1852, No. 526, Holyoake C o lle c tio n ; and 
S ta r  o f Freedom, O ctober 2 , 1852, p . 117.

109Guiseppe M azzini, L e t te r  from Signor M azzini to  Mr. G. J .  
Holyoake [An Appeal fo r  S h il l in g  S u b sc rip tio n s  in  Aid of I t a l i a n  Freedom] 
(London; n .p . 1852). I t  i s  re p r in te d  in  McCabe, L ife  and L e t t e r s , I ,  
237-39. For th e  e a r l i e r  l e t t e r s  see  Reynolds*s Newspaper. March 28,



1 2 0

th e  d if f e r e n c e s  between th e  " re s p e c ta b le s "  and th e  s o c i a l i s t s .  The men 

whom M azzini had a tta c k e d  responded in  k ind  to  defend them selves. Louis 

B lanc, P ie r r e  Leroux and o th e rs  l i s t e d  in  M azz in i's  l e t t e r s  were members 

of th e  J e rs e y  branch o f th e  Commune r é v o lu t io n n a ire , which F e lix  P ya t, Marc 

C a u ss id ie re  and J .  B. Boichot founded in  London in  1852. They advocated 

La R epublic  dém ocratique e t  s o c ia le  u n iv e r s a l .

Such id e o lo g ic a l r i f t s  d e tra c te d  from th e  S h i l l in g  S u b sc rip tio n ’s 

su c c e ss . Hamey and h is  fo llo w e rs  ignored  i t  and launched a  fund d riv e  

o f  t h e i r  own. They formed th e  D em ocratic Refugee Committee on May 9,

1852, and sought m onetary a id ,  employment a s s is ta n c e  and re fu g ee  educa

t io n .  H am ey, G erald Massey and Hunt, w ith  whom Harney now cooperated , 

is su e d  an ad d ress  r e c a l l in g  th e  days of M ilton and Cromwell when E ng lish 

men fe a re d  no despo t and c h a lle n g in g  t h e i r  countrymen to  "convince th e  

w orld  th a t  we s t i l l  r e t a in  a remnant o f th e  s p i r i t  o f  th e  men o f th e  

Commonwealth, . . . They managed to  p rocure  employment fo r  a few 

re fu g e e s . But th e  Committee d is so lv e d  i t s e l f  on March 30, 1853, a f t e r  

c o l le c t in g  on ly  £69 11s. The Committee d iv id ed  i t s  money accord ing  to  a 

form ula th a t  gave th re e -e ig h th s  to  th e  French, tw o -e ig h th s  to  th e  Germans,

tw o -e ig h th s  to  th e  P o les and H ungarians and o n e -e ig h th  to  o p e ra tin g  

112ex p enses.

1852, p . 7 and A p ril 4 , 1852, p . 13. The a t ta c k  upon Marx and Engels i s  
in  M azzin i, L ife  and W ritin g s , V I, 227-29.

^^^Lehning, "The In te r n a t io n a l  A sso c ia tio n , 1855-1859," I n te r 
n a t io n a l  Review fo r  S o c ia l H is to ry , I I I ,  204-12.

^^^ S ta r  o f Freedom, May 15, 1852, p. 5; R eynolds’s  Newspaper, 
May 16, 1852, p. 12; and S ta r  o f Freedom. May 22, 1852, p . 5.

112For th e  q u a r te r ly  r e p o r ts  see  S ta r  of Freedom, August 14, 
1852, p. 11 and November 20, 1852, p . 236. See R eynolds’s  Newspaper
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Numbers r a th e r  th an  need determ ined th e  d iv is io n  because th e

Poles and Hungarians were in  g re a te r  need than  e i th e r  th e  French o r

Germans, y e t they  rece iv ed  le s s  money. O f f ic ia l  e s tim a te s  p laced  th e

re fu g ee  f ig u re s  a t  4,380 in  1853. Of th e se , 2,500 were P o le s , 260 were

113German and 1,000 were Frenchmen. The method fo r  th e  m oney's d iv is io n

only  in d ic a te d  th e  growing in f lu e n c e  o f th e  French s o c i a l i s t s  on H am ey.

U n fo rtu n a te ly , th e  two fund d r iv e s  competed s im u ltan eo u sly  fo r  money from

a dw indling group o f su p p o rte rs  and sym path izers .

This i n a b i l i t y  to  coopera te  c h a ra c te r iz e d  re fu g ee  r e la t io n s h ip s

a lso . The 1851 c e le b ra tio n s  o f th e  1848 French R evolu tion  r e f le c te d  th i s

d iv e r s i ty .  One g a th e rin g  a t  th e  John S tre e t  I n s t i tu t io n  drew about 600

"gentlem en" to  a banquet b e fo re  th e  p u b lic  was adm itted  to  h e a r Harney,

Reynolds, C au ss id ie re , L ed ru -R o llin  and o th e rs . About 1,000 a tte n d ed  a

banquet a t  Highbury Bam  Tavern th e  same evening, February 24. In  a  h a l l

deco ra ted  w ith  re p u b lic an  f la g s  and stream ers  e x h ib it in g  th e  names o f

reform ers and m a rty rs , th e  aud ience  heard  l e t t e r s  of app roval from

M artin  Naduad, a r e p re s e n ta t iv e  o f th e  French people  soon to  be e x i le d ,

from th e  dem ocrats o f th e  tw e lf th  a rrond issem ent in  P a r is  and from th e

114e x ile d  P o les in  P a r is .  Echapper, H am ey, P e t t i e  and Blanc spoke.

The c e le b ra tio n s  u n d e rlin ed  th e  movement's la c k  o f u n ity . 

Although th e  tu rn o u ts  were la rg e —a s im ila r  banquet o f  German re fu g ees

May 8 , 1853, p . 9 fo r  th e  Com m ittee's l a s t  s ta tem en t. Gossman, " B r i t i s h  
A id ,"  South A tla n tic  Q u a rte r ly , LXVIII made no re fe re n c e  to  t h i s  group.

113Lehning, "The In te rn a t io n a l  A sso c ia tio n , 1855-1859, I n te r 
n a tio n a l  Review fo r  S o c ia l H is to ry , I I I ,  201.

^^^Reynolds's Newspaper, March 2, 1851, p. 14.
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115h eld  on March 13 drew about 600 people  —everyone r e a l iz e d  t h e i r

predicam ent. Hamey t r i e d  to  s t r a d d le  th e  fence  in  claim ing  th a t  two

m eetings were h e ld  because o f id e o lo g ic a l  d if f e re n c e s  b u t p ra is e d  th e

E ng lish  dem ocrats who a tte n d ed  bo th  m e e t i n g s . N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  th e
117F ra te rn a l  Democrats p r in te d  a  d i f f e r e n t  add ress fo r  each assem bly.

In  t h i s  p e rio d  th e  in te rn a t io n a l  la b o r  movement d iv id ed  over th e  

q u estio n  of so c ia lis m ’s  r o le  in  i t .  The is su e  of m id d le -c la ss  co o p era tio n  

proved insurm ountab le . A lthough Jones too would n o t rem ain M arx 's d is 

c ip le  beyond th e  l a t e  1850s, he used h is  P e o p le 's  P aper, founded in  May, 

1852, to  expound M arxian s o c ia l  reform  id eas  a s  th e  key to  a re c o n s tru c 

t io n  o f C hartism . Marx f re q u e n tly  c o n trib u te d  a r t i c l e s  and a id ed  Jones

118w ith  h is  e d i to r i a l  d u tie s  during  th e  p a p e r 's  e a r ly  days. Jones 

b e lie v e d  in  th e  n e c e s s i ty  o f s t a t e  ownership o f th e  e s s e n t ia l  means of 

p ro d u c tio n  and emphasized th e  n a t io n a l iz a t io n  o f lan d  and c r e d i t  as th e  

key to  o b ta in in g  s o c ia l  r i g h t s .  The self-em ployed  la b o re r ,  he argued, 

would end c a p ita lism . This a g ra r ia n  communism re f le c te d  O 'Connor's 

e a r l i e r  in flu en c e  on Jo n es , b u t Jo n es ' in s is te n c e  on c la s s  c o n f l i c t  in  

o b ta in in g  s o c ia l  r ig h t s  rev ea led  M arx's ascendancy in  h is  c u rre n t
11 qtho u g h t.

^^^N orthern S ta r ,  March 15, 1851, p . 5.

^^^Friend  of th e  P eo p le , March 8 , 1851, p . 98.
117See th e  F riend  of th e  People , March 8 , 1851, p . 98, fo r  bo th

a d d re sse s .
118S e v il le ,  E rn est Jones: C h a r t i s t , pp. 50-51, fo o tn o te  1,

l i s t s  a l l  o f M arx's a r t i c l e s  in  th e  P e o p le 's  P ap er.
119P e o p le 's  P ap e r, May 8 , 1852, p . 4 , December 25, 1852, p. 4, 

and January  1, 1853, p. 4. See a ls o  F r. de J . , "An Open L e t te r  from 
E rn es t Jones to  Weydemeyer," B u lle t in  of th e  In te rn a t io n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f
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The d o c .r in e  o f c la s s  s t ru g g le  enabled  Jones to  argue th a t  an 

a f f i n i t y  e x is te d  between E ng lish  w orkers and c o n tin e n ta l  re fu g e e s , 

because n e i th e r  had p o l i t i c a l  o r s o c ia l  r i g h t s .  Jones sought le s so n s  f o r  

th e  E nglish  w orker in  th e  ex p erien ces  o f th e  re fu g e e s . For example, he 

claim ed th a t  u n iv e rs a l  s u ff ra g e  had f a i l e d  in  France because th e  w orking 

c la s s  had vo ted  f o r  m iddle c la s s  re p re s e n ta t iv e s  r a th e r  th an  members o f  

t h e i r  own c la s s .  He warned E ng lish  w orkers about t r u s t in g  th e  men o f th e  

M anchester School and ad v ised  them to  e le c t  w orking men a f t e r  th ey  

o b ta in ed  th e  v o te . He a ls o  d iscu ssed  th e  q u estio n  o f what European 

democracy could expect from England. He c a l le d  fo r  reform  f i r s t  in  Eng

la n d , then  he lp  f o r  o th e r s .  " . . .  Tyranny abroad trem bled  b e fo re  Crom

w e ll and th e  Commonwealth—we t e l l  him [Kossuth] th a t  i t  would do more 

than  trem ble  b e fo re  th e  C h arte r and S o c ia l R i ^ t s  in  England— i t  would

f a l l :"120

O ther s o c i a l i s t s  d if f e r e d  on th e  q u estio n  o f where reform  ought 

to  come f i r s t .  Hamey b e lie v e d  th a t  v io le n t  re v o lu tio n  in  Europe was 

p re fe ra b le  to  an a g i ta t io n  in  England. H arney 's  approach to  in te r n a t io n 

a lism  was cosm opolitan . He opened th e  columns of h is  newspapers to  a l l  

re fu g e es  and men o r a l l  c re ed s . For example, in  November 1850 th e  f i r s t

E ng lish  t r a n s la t io n  of th e  Communist M anifesto  appeared in  h is  Red Repub- 

121l i c a n .  But he a ls o  mixed w ith  a l l  th re e  o f th e  d is c e rn ib le  f a c t io n s

S o c ia l H is to ry , V II (1952), 181-89. An e x c e lle n t d is c u s s io n  of Jo n e s ' 
communism i s  found in  G. D. H. C ole, S o c ia l i s t  Thought, Vol. I :  The 
F o reru n n ers . 1789-1850 (London; M acmillan and C o., 1953), pp. 151-52.

Î P e o p le 's  P aper, May 29, 1852, p. 4 and November 6 , 1852, p . 4.
121Red R epub lican , November 9 , 1850, pp. 161-62, November 16, 

1850, pp. 170-72, November 23, 1850, pp. 181-83, and November 30, 1850, 
pp . 189-90.
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o f French s o c i a l i s t  re fu g ees  in  London: B la n c 's  U top ians, L e d ru -R o ll in 's

S o c ié té  R evo lu tion  and P y a t 's  B lan q u is t group. He a lso  p u b lic iz e d  th e  

e f f o r t s  o f th e  bou rgeo is  CEDC. Marx and Engels b roke w ith  Harney over 

h is  c o lla b o ra t io n  w ith  th e se  o th e r  re fu g e es . A seven y ear b reach  (Jan

u ary  25, 1851-January  14, 1858) in  th e  correspondence between Engels and 

Harney r e f le c te d  th e  in te n s i ty  o f th e  th e o r e t ic ia n s ' p o s i t io n .  The

Harney-M arx/Engels d isagreem ent u l t im a te ly  le d  to  a  ru p tu re  between 

122Harney and Jo n es . Harney rem ained c lo s e r  to  th e  o ld e r  re fu g ees  such
123a s  S c h a p p e r  a n d  t o  L o u i s  B l a n c  a n d  t h e  U t o p i a n s .  H a r n e y ' s  v a l u e  t o  

t h e  m o v e m e n t  e m a n a t e d  f r o m  h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  b r i d g e  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  p e r i o d  

b e t w e e n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m ' s  p r e - m o d e r n  r o m a n t i c  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p e r i o d  a n d  

i t s  l a t e r  m o d e m ,  s c i e n t i f i c  a s s o c i a t i o n a l  s t a g e .  H i s  f a i l u r e  t o  c o m 

p l e t e l y  a c c e p t  t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  d o e s  n o t  d e m e a n  h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s .

In  1853 th e  in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r  movement experienced  profound 

changes. F i r s t ,  th e  F r a te rn a l  Democrats d is so lv e d . In  t h e i r  l a s t  

ad d ress  o f November 16 th ey  c a l le d  fo r  a c ru sad in g  war a g a in s t  d e sp o tic  

R u s s i a . A l t h o u g h  more r h e to r i c a l  than  any th ing  e l s e ,  th ey  d id  re p re 

se n t th e  f i r s t  s e r io u s  a ttem p t a t  an in te r n a t io n a l  working m an's movement. 

They had su rv iv ed  f o r  s ix  y e a rs , an accomplishment in  i t s e l f .  As a 

r e s u l t  of t h e i r  e x is te n c e  numerous o th e r in te r n a t io n a l  o rg a n iz a tio n s  had 

been formed, thousands o f w orkers and th e i r  sym path izers had achieved  an 

aw areness o f th e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f an in te r n a t io n a l  id e n t i ty  and s o c ia l

122 See Cadogan, "Hamey and E n g e ls ,"  I n te r n a t io n a l  Review of 
S o c ia l H is to ry . X, 74-75 and Schoyen, The C h a r t is t  C hallenge, pp. 212-14.

1 2 3 See B la n c 's  l e t t e r s  to  Hamey in  1852 in  B lack and B lack, 
e d s . .  The Harney P ap ers , pp. 6-10.

^^^Beacon, November 16, 1853, p. 64.
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reform  id eas  had reached  th e  w o rk ing -c lass  movement in  England. The 

F ra te rn a l  D em ocrats’ c o n v ic tio n  about th e  sac red n ess  o f w ork ing -c lass  

in te rn a tio n a lis m  and t h e i r  p e r s is te n t  esp o u sa l o f t h i s  b e l ie f  occupied a  

c e n tr a l  p lace  in  t h e i r  accom plishm ents. T h e ir fo n d es t hopes remained 

unachieved, b u t th ey  bequeathed optimism to  t h e i r  su cc e sso rs .

The second change was th e  L e f t 's  ex p u lsio n  o f Harney, who had 

decided th a t  p a s t  tech n iq u es  of a g i ta t io n  were no lo n g e r v ia b le  and con

s id e red  a m iddle c la s s  a l l ia n c e  as an o p tio n . The b reak  between Jones 

and H am ey came in  1852 when Jones spoke a g a in s t  C h a r t is t  involvem ent 

w ith  t ra d e  unions and th e  co o p era tiv e  movement fo r  fe a r  th a t  they  would 

su b v ert independent w o rk in g -c la ss  p o l i t i c a l  and s o c ia l  programs in to  an 

ex ten s io n  o f m id d le -c la ss  id e a l s .  Harney saw th e  achievem ent o f working- 

c la s s  p o l i t i c a l  s u rv iv a l  in  a coopera tion  w ith  th e se  o rg a n iz a tio n s , 

a lthough  h is  b e l i e f  th a t  th e  o p p o sitio n  o f th e  p ro p e r tie d  c la s s e s  would 

fo rce  th e se  economic groups back in to  p o l i t i c s  was wrong. He argued h is  

case  in  a  su ccess io n  o f new p ap ers . H is S ta r  o f Freedom fo lded  in  

November 1852. He th en  f ie ld e d  th e  Vanguard from January  to  March 1853

and th e  Beacon from O ctober 26, 1853, to  Jan u ary  9 , 1854. None of them

125re s to re d  h is  p o s i t io n .  On November 28, 1853, a t  a m eeting in  th e  

N a tio n a l H a ll in  H olborn to  c e le b ra te  th e  P o lish  R evolu tion  of 1830 a 

group o f Jo n e s ’ fo llo w e rs  under James F in le n ’s le a d e rsh ip  p ro h ib ite d  

Harney from occuping th e  c h a ir .  They claim ed th a t  Harney had b e tray ed  

th e  cause of democracy. An a l te r c a t io n  ensued between th e  two groups 

th a t  re q u ire d  a policem an to  r e s to re  o rd e r . A fte r  defending h im se lf in

1 2 S Schoyen, The C h a r t is t  C hallenge, pp. 220-23. For th e  
Beacon’s connec tion  to  Harney see  Black and B lack , e d s . .  The Hamey 
P ap e rs , p . 39, fo o tn o te  1.
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th e  Beacon, Harney departed  w ith in  a month fo r  Newcastle upon Tyne where 

he accep ted  a p o s it io n  on th e  N orthern  T ribune of Joseph Cowen, J r .

Jones became th e  dominant spokesman fo r  w o rk ing -c lass  in te rn a tio n a lis m  

in  London. To th e  detrim en t o f Jo n es ' in t e g r i ty  h e , to o , c a l le d  fo r  

a  C h a r t is t - t r a d e s  a l l ia n c e  in  1853.

The in te rn a t io n a l  la b o r movement lacked  a common approach to  

ach iev ing  s o c ia l  and p o l i t i c a l  reform . R eliance  upon non-E nglish  in s p i r 

a t io n  and p o lic e  harassm ent p reven ted  b o th  u n ity  and su ccess . D isag ree

ments over ideo logy  f ra c tu re d  th e  movement and continued to  do so fo r  

y e a rs . That problem corresponded to  s im ila r  is su e s  in  bo th  th e  E ng lish  

la b o r  movement and in  in te r n a t io n a l  s o c i a l i s t  c i r c l e s .  The paramount 

d iv is iv e  q u estio n  was m id d le -c la ss  co o p e ra tio n . D esp ite  i t s  weakness in  

th e  e a r ly  1850s, w ork ing-class  in te rn a t io n a l is m 's  r e s i l i e n c e  was soon 

dem onstrated  in  th e  Crimean War a g i ta t io n .

126 R eyno lds's  Newspaper, December 4 , 1853, p. 6; P e o p le 's  Paper, 
December 3 , 1853, p. 7; and Beacon, December 7, 1853, pp. 101-102, 112. 
See a lso  Schoyen, The C h a r tis t  C hallenge , pp. 230-31; Ward, C hartism , 
p. 231; and P o lish  and o th e r e x i le s  to  G. J u l ia n  Harney, [1853], in  
Black and B lack, e d s . .  The Hamey P ap ers , pp. 68-71.



CHAPTER IV

INTERNATIONALISM AND THE CRIMEAN WAR,

1854-1857

In  England th e  Crimean War b rough t th e  e x p ec ta tio n  th a t  s o c ia l  

and p o l i t i c a l  reform  is su e s  would be shelved  w h ile  a r i s to c r a t s  led  

England to  v ic to ry .  In s te a d , th e  war dem onstrated  th e  in e p tn e ss  of 

a r i s t o c r a t i c  s o c ie ty .  C onsequently , th e  m iddle c la s s  su b jec te d  th e  c lo sed  

s t r u c tu r e  o f e l i t e  government to  c r i t i c i s m .  This c r i t ic i s m  re s u l te d  in  a  

h e ig h ten ed  sense o f m id d le -c la ss  consciousness th a t  emerged from th a t  

c l a s s 's  a t t i t u d e  th a t  i t  could  have conducted th e  war b e t t e r  th an  d id  th e  

a r is to c r a c y . O live Anderson has argued t h i s  th e s i s  a t  le n g th . She noted 

b r i e f l y ,  and apo log ized  fo r  n o t pu rsu ing  f u r th e r ,  th a t  r a d ic a l  concern 

f o r  th e  n a tio n a l s tru g g le s  o f  th e  P o le s , H ungarians and I t a l i a n s  helped 

keep ra d ic a lism  a l iv e  during  th e  w ar. O ther h is to r ia n s  have observed 

t h i s  phenomenon to o , b u t none have a ttem p ted  to  e x p la in  why th e  Crimean 

War only  kep t ra d ic a lism  a l iv e  and d id  n o t enab le  th e  refo rm ers to  ach ieve  

t h e i r  g o a ls .^  In  t h i s  c h ap te r I  argue th a t  th e  in te r n a t io n a l i s t s

O live Anderson, A L ib e ra l S ta te  a t  War; E ng lish  P o l i t i c s  and 
Economics during the  Crimean War (London: M acm illan, 1967), pp. 97-182.
For a d d it io n a l  ev a lu a tio n s  o f w o rk in g -c la ss  concerns about fo re ig n  
a f f a i r s  in  th e  1850s see  Simon MacCoby, E n g lish  R adicalism , 1853-1886 
(London: George A llen  and Unwin, L t d . ,  1938), p . 33; Asa B rig g s , The
Making o f  Modem England, 1783-1867 (New York: Harper and Row, 1959),
pp. 430-31; and B riggs, "The Crimean C en tenary ,"  V irg in ia  Q u arte rly  
Review, XXX (1955), 542-55.
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overem phasized th e  im portance o f d e fe a tin g  R ussia  b e fo re  reform  could be 

o b ta in ed  in  Europe and England. To succeed a movement must be w i l l in g  to  

tak e  c a lc u la te d  r i s k s .  The in t e r n a t io n a l i s t s  opted  in s te a d  f o r  ha lf-w ay  

m easures. In  p a r t  th ey  can be defended because th e  p rev io u s  e ig h t years  

o f experience  had given them l i t t l e  p o s i t iv e  re in fo rce m e n t. M oreover, in  

th e  immediate p e rio d  o f th e  war c irc u m s ta n tia l  problems p rec lu d ed  th e i r  

overcoming th e  in te r n a l  shortcom ings o f t h e i r  embryonic movement.

One such is su e  was th e  i n a b i l i t y  o f th e  i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t s  to  

c re a te  o r f o s te r  a  le v e l  o f w o rk in g -c la ss  consc iousness comparable to  

th a t  o f th e  m iddle c la s s .  This f a i l u r e  r e s u l te d  from th e  s o c ia l  c o n s ti

tu t io n  of th e  w o rk in g -c la ss  le a d e rs h ip . For some tim e th e  in te r n a t io n a l  

la b o r  movement had grappled  w ith  th e  q u estio n  o f  a  m id d le -c la ss  a lignm en t, 

j u s t  as Chartism  had. G radually  th e  movement gained  more " re sp e c ta b le "  

le a d e rs  th an  i t  r e ta in e d  from th e  " p r o le ta r ia n s "  and th e  re fu g e e s . The 

exodus o f re fu g ees  to  American accounted p a r t i a l l y  f o r  t h i s  s i tu a t io n ,  

b u t more im portan t was th e  emerging r e s p e c ta b i l i ty  o f la b o r  i t s e l f .  Sup

po sed ly , th e  "New Model" unions o f t h i s  p e rio d  were th e  p roduct o f la b o r  

le a d e rs  who accep ted  th e  e x is t in g  economic system  and worked w ith in  i t  to  

a l l e v i a t e  th e  w o rst o f i t s  abuses. Although unions in  t h i s  p e rio d  had

n o t abandoned re v o lu tio n a ry  id e as  com ple te ly , th ey  were c a re fu l  to  avoid  
2

extrem ism . Thus, am idst th e  growing p ro s p e r i ty  o f  th e  1850s r a d ic a l

2
Sidney Webb and B e a tr ic e  Webb, The H is to ry  o f  Trade Unionism 

(re v . e d .;  London: Longmans, Green and Company, 1920), p . 180 argue  th e
accep tance  c ase . Asa B rig g s , V ic to r ia n  People (New York: H arper and Row,
1955), pp. 169, 196 d isa g re e s  w ith  th e  Webbs. Henry F e l l in g ,  A H is to ry  
o f B r i t i s h  Trade Unionism (Harmondsworth: Penguin Books, 1963), pp. 50-51
allow s th e  unions t h e i r  "New Model" c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  b u t draws a t te n t io n  to  
t h e i r  s im i l a r i t i e s  w ith  e a r l i e r  c r a f t  u n io n s . G. D. H. C ole, " B r i t is h  
Trade Unions in  th e  T h ird  Q uarte r o f th e  N in e teen th  C en tu ry ,"  In te r n a t io n a l  
Review fo r  S o c ia l H is to ry , I I I  (1937) in  E leanora  M. C arus-W ilson, e d . ,
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re fo rm is ts  d e c lin ed  and th e  numbers o f  m oderates ro s e . The in te r n a t io n a l  

la b o r  movement underwent a s im i la r  ex p erien ce . In  b o th  movements th e  

le a d e rs h ip  came e i th e r  from a m id d le -c la ss  background o r  accep ted  and 

s tro v e  fo r  m id d le -c la ss  r e s p e c ta b i l i ty .  Under th e se  c ircum stances 

w o rk in g -c la ss  consciousness was submerged beneath  th e  overwhelming 

s u p e r io r i ty  o f th e  m id d le -c la ss  e n tre p re n e u r ia l  id e a l  o f s e l f  improvement
3

w ith in  th e  c a p i t a l i s t  system .

Thus, th e  E ng lish  w orking c la s s  reduced th e  vehemency o f i t s  

a t ta c k  upon th e  c a p i t a l i s t  system  and opted fo r  jin g o ism  combined w ith  

e x p e c ta tio n s  o f fu tu re  reform  in  England a f t e r  changes were ach ieved  in  

Europe. As Frances G il le s p ie  w ro te :

The whole s t r u c tu r e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  reform  was soon swamped in  
th e  excitem ent o f th e  Crimean War. The working c la s s e s  co n sidered  
t h i s  war as in  a la rg e  measure th e i r  own. They fo rg o t t h e i r  own 
p o l i t i c a l  e x c lu s io n  f o r  a tim e in  th e i r  a l l-a b s o rb in g  in t e r e s t  in  
th e  s t ru g g le  a g a in s t  o p p ress io n . Or perhaps th ey  sensed th e  im petus 
t h e i r  own cause would re c e iv e  through th e  trium ph of l ib e r ty  abroad . 
When nex t th e  q u estio n  of reform  came in to  the  fo re f ro n t  of E ng lish  
p o l i t i c s ,  i t  p e r s is te d  u n t i l  i t  re c e iv e d  a f a i r l y  s a t i s f a c to r y  
s o lu t io n .4

W ithin  th e  in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r movement th e  re c u rr in g  problem of w hether 

to  em phasize reform  a t  home o r  re v o lu tio n  abroad su rfa ce d  ag ain . Jo n es '

Essays in  Economic H is to ry  (London: Edward A rnold, 1962), I I I ,  202-21
b e lie v e s  th e  unions were more r a d ic a l  than  th e  Webbs would admit and th a t  
th e  new unions re ta in e d  a  co n sid e ra b le  re v o lu tio n a ry  c h a ra c te r . For a 
d is c u s s io n  of th e  "New Model" th e s i s  th a t  s id e s  a g a in s t  the  M arx ists  
see  A. E. Musso n , B r i t i s h  Trade U nions, 1800-1875 (London: M acm illan,
1972), pp. 49-58.

^See Trygve R. T h o lfsen , "The I n t e l l e c t u a l  O rig ins o f Mid- 
V ic to r ia n  S t a b i l i t y , "  P o l i t i c a l  Science Q u a r te r ly , LXXXVI (March, 1971), 
67. U nlike T ho lfsen , P e rk in , Modem E ng lish  S o c ie ty , pp. 271-73 ig no res 
con tinued  w o rk in g -c la ss  sk ep tic ism  and argues fo r  th e  d e fe a t o f th e  
w o rk in g -c la ss  id e a l  and th e  v ic to ry  of th e  m id d le -c la ss  id e a l .

^ G il le s p ie , Labor and P o l i t i c s ,  p . 109.
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argument fo r  s o c ia l  re fo rm  in  England to  precede a l l  o th e r  reform  

programs w hether in  England o r  on th e  c o n tin e n t had c a r r ie d  i t s  opposi

t io n  by 1854. D uring th e  Crimean War he a l te r e d  h is  p o s it io n  s l ig h t ly ;  

he con tinued  to  advocate  s o c ia l  reform  b u t sought a c lo se r  connection  

w ith  p o l i t i c a l  r e v o lu t io n .  Marx and Engels agreed w ith  him. He was n o t 

a lone  as numerous i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t s  worked d i l ig e n t ly  to  achieve t h e i r  

ends during  th e  Crimean War. C onsequently , G i l l e s p ie 's  g e n e ra liz a tio n  

should  be  viewed w ith  c a re  because she m erely  n o te s  th e  working c l a s s 's  

de-em phasis o f reform  q u e s tio n s  and p re se n ts  no ev idence. Except fo r  a 

few g e n e ra l s ta tem e n ts  she sk ip s  th e  war y e a rs  and ta k es  up h e r a n a ly s is  

a t  th e  w a r 's  co n c lu s io n . The la c k  o f reform  i n t e r e s t  th a t  she w r i te s  

about r e f e r s  to  th e  p a rliam en ta ry  r a d ic a ls  b u t no t to  th e  in te r n a t io n a l 

i s t s .  These men, who were c lo se  to  th e  p o l i t i c a l l y  conscious w orkers, 

con tinued  to  advocate  re fo rm , a lthough  among them th e  " p ro le ta r ia n s "  were 

more v o c ife ro u s . T h e ir a g i ta t io n  d u rin g  th e  Crimean War spawned th e  

In te rn a t io n a l  A sso c ia tio n  which was th e  l a s t  t r u ly  w ork in g -c lass  i n t e r 

n a tio n a l  o rg a n iz a tio n  b e fo re  th e  F i r s t  I n te r n a t io n a l .  They a ls o  ushered  

in  th e  l a s t  phase o f re v o lu tio n a ry  in te rn a tio n a lis m  b e fo re  m id d le -c la ss  

dom ination o f t h e i r  movement.

The in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r  movement rev iv ed  under th e  s tim u lu s  o f  

th e  E as te rn  Q uestion . The p o s s ib i l i t y  of a war a g a in s t  d e sp o tic  R ussia  

quickened th e  fo re ig n  a f f a i r s  aw areness o f many Russophobic Englishmen. 

P o lish  independence became a c e n t r a l  is su e  o f th e  a g i ta t io n  as  th e  i n t e r 

n a t io n a l i s t s  urged Her M ajesty ’s Government to  adopt a  moral p o s i t io n .  

These e n th u s ia s ts  a n t ic ip a te d  m a rsh a llin g  w o rk in g -c la ss  support fo r  v a r 

io u s  reform  p r o je c ts  a s  they  took  up th e  ch a llen g e  o f  educating  both
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workers and th e  Government on th e  proper conduction o f  fo re ig n  

a f f a i r s .

In  th e  f a l l  o f 1853 g a th e rin g s  of 1 ,000-1 ,500  were common, 

e s p e c ia l ly  in  th e  t ra d e  c e n te rs  o f L ancashire and w est Y o rk sh ire .^  In  

London, th e  r a d ic a l  newspaper e d ito rs  gave in c re a s in g  amounts o f space 

to  th e  E as te rn  Q uestion . T h e ir m ajor concern was n o t f o r  th e  fu tu re  o f 

th e  Ottoman Empire h u t fo r  th e  o p p o rtu n itie s  i t s  demise o ffe re d  fo r  th e  

East European n a t io n a l i t i e s  to  ach ieve  t h e i r  n a t io n a l  i d e n t i t i e s .  Every

one assumed th a t  war would come. Jo n es ' P e o p le 's  Paper le d  th e  way in  

both  volume and enthusiasm .

Three themes pervaded in te r n a t io n a l i s t  though t a t  t h i s  tim e. 

F i r s t ,  th e  European r u le r s  were v e rb a lly  abused. N icholas th e  "m iscrean t"  

was p o rtray ed  as th e  man re sp o n s ib le  fo r  E urope 's  la c k  of freedom . They 

c a s t ig a te d  Louis Napoleon fo r  r e ta rd in g  th e  spread  o f democracy. And 

V ic to r ia  was reprim anded fo r  h e r German t i e s ,  which by im p lic a tio n  p laced  

h er in  th e  C za r 's  in f lu e n c e . Secondly, they  re p e a te d ly  ra is e d  th e  ques

t io n  o f E ng land 's  goa ls  in  th e  coming c o n f l ic t .  Few o f them expected 

England to  pursue h e r " r ig h t f u l"  o b je c tiv e s  o f le a d in g  E urope 's  n a tio n 

a l i t i e s  u n le ss  th e  E ng lish  people  p ressed  t h e i r  Government in to  a c tio n .

No one foresaw , e i t h e r ,  England purposely  in s t ig a t in g  c o n tin e n ta l  rev o lu 

t io n .  R ath er, they  b e lie v e d  th a t  England would c re a te  th e  p ro p er condi

t io n s  f o r  such r e b e l l io n s  through ad m in is te rin g  a sound d e fe a t to  th e  

Czar. Then th e  n a t io n a l i t i e s  would escape despotism  under t h e i r  own power 

and re v o lu tio n  would sweep westward. Thus, th e  th i r d  theme of th e i r

Ŝee, for example. People's Paper, September 24, 1853, p. 7.
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campaign s tre s s e d  th e  n e c e s s ity  o f England a id in g  th e  n a t io n a l i t i e s  so 

th a t  th e  coming war would be a " ju s t  w ar."^

War fe v e r  reached a h igh  le v e l  among th e  rem aining 

in te r n a t io n a l i s t s .  D esp ite  th e  d if fe re n c e s  in  t h e i r  ra n k s , they  agreed 

th a t  th e  coming c o n f l ic t  would e s c a la te  beyond a  sim ple war o f k in g s . In  

th e  l a s t  is su e  o f H arney 's  Beacon he s ta te d  th e  in te rn a t io n a l i s t s *  p o s i

t io n  as  su c c in c tly  as anyone. War a g a in s t  R ussia  would un leash  an 

in s u r re c tio n  in  I t a l y ,  Hungary and Poland th a t  would sp read  to  France 

and then  to  England. " . . .  From t h i s  War, from th e  f i e r c e  o rd e a l o f th e  

Coming S tru g g le , may p o ss ib ly  sp rin g  even E ng land 's  re g e n e ra tio n ." ^

The in te r n a t io n a l i s t s  env isioned  th e  d e fe a t o f R ussia  p reced ing  

e i th e r  p o l i t i c a l  and s o c ia l  change in  Europe o r accompanying re fonns in  

England. The L e ft opted fo r  th e  l a t t e r ;  th e  m oderates fo r  th e  form er.

The L e f t 's  p o s i t io n  o ffe re d  th e  E ng lish  la b o r  movement a g re a te r  chance 

o f immediate achievem ent o f  reform  because i f  th ey  had pursued i t  to  i t s  

lo g ic a l  end th e  Government would have been re q u ire d  to  wage a  war and 

conduct a  rea rg u ard  defense  a g a in s t s e r io u s  re fo rm ers . I t  would have 

meant w ide-sp read  worker a g i ta t io n  r a th e r  th an  C abinet d isc u ss io n  o f such 

p ro je c ts  as Lord R u s s e l l 's  f ra n c h is e  reform  p ro p o sa l th a t  never saw th e

For some o f  th e  b e s t ,  though by no means a l l ,  examples o f  th i s  
r h e to r ic  see  P e o p le 's  Paper, February 5 , 1853, p . 1 , March 26, 1853, p . 1 , 
June 18, 1853, p . 4 , June 25, 1853, p . 4 , Ju ly  2 , 1853, p . 4 , J u ly  23, 
1853, p. 5 , August 20, 1853, p. 4 , September 24, 1853, p . 5 , O ctober 1 ,
1853, p . 4 , November 5 , 1853, p . 5 , November 19, 1853, p . 4 , November 26,
1853, p. 5 , December 17, 1853, p. 4 , December 24, 1853, p . 4, January  14,
1854, p. 4 , February 25, 1854, p . 1 , March 4 , 1854, p . 4 , March 11, 1854,
p. 4 , and A p ril 1, 1854, p. 4; R eynolds's  Newspaper, February 27, 1853, 
p . 8, Ju ly  10, 1853, p . 1, October 9 , 1853, p . 8, O ctober 23, 1853, p . 1 , 
October 30, 1853, p . 8, and March 5 , 1854, p . 1; and E nglish  R epublic , 
1853, pp. 325-27, 345-48 and 389.

^Beacon, January 9, 1854, p. 171.
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f lo o r  o f th e  Commons. The L e f t 's  r i s k  would have been g r e a t ,  bu t th en  

i t  could have s u ffe re d  no le s s  than  i t  u l t im a te ly  d id  anyway from i t s  

ha lf-w ay  approach. A lthough th e  L e ft m ight be c a s t ig a te d  f o r  n o t g ra sp 

ing th e  o p p o rtu n ity , i t  would have faced  a  fo rm idab le  ta s k  in  o v e r-ta k in g  

th e  m oderates whose p o s i t io n  la y  d i r e c t ly  in  th e  m ainstream  o f th e  m id- 

V ic to r ia n  la b o r  scen e . Furtherm ore, no a ssu ran ce  e x is te d  th a t  th e  

w orkers would have supported  such an ad v en tu re . C onversely , th e  moder

a te s  p layed  in to  th e  hands o f th e  a n ti- re fo rm e rs  in  P arliam en t when they  

in s i s t e d  on d e fe a tin g  R u ssia  b e fo re  seek ing  reform  a t  home. R evo lu tion  

on th e  D neiper, Danube o r  th e  V is tu la  had h i s t o r i c a l l y  never le d  to  

re v o lu tio n  o r  reform  in  w este rn  Europe; r a th e r ,  f o r  c e n tu r ie s  in n o v a tiv e  

change and p ro g ress  had sp read  from w est to  e a s t .  The m oderates p laced  

t h e i r  hopes in  th e  wrong g eo g rap h ica l re g io n . T h e ir emphasis should  

have been on E n g lish  reform  w ith in  th e  co n tex t o f th e  in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r  

p h ilo so p h y , n o t on P o lish  independence, o r a t  l e a s t  on some scheme th a t  

a ssu red  sim ultaneous e f f o r t s .

R ath er, th ey  began an a g i ta t io n  p re d ic a te d  upon p a s t ex p erien ce . 

They thought th a t  in d iv id u a l  and group propaganda would p re s su re  Lord 

A berdeen 's C o a lit io n  Government to  f ig h t  th e  R ussians to  r e - e s ta b l i s h  

Poland. Foremost in  t h i s  ph ilosophy  were th e  P o lish  re fu g e e s . The P o lish  

D em ocratic S o c ie ty  p lanned a  " .  . . showy a n n iv e rsa ry , re q u ire d  by th e  

c lo se  connection  o f  th e  T urk ish  war w ith  th e  cause o f Poland" on Novem-
O

h e r  29, 1853. With W orcell in  th e  c h a ir ,  L in ton  d e liv e re d  a dynamic

g
S. W orcell to  W illiam  J .  L in to n , November 1 , 1853, in  

K ieniew icz, e d . ,  "P o lish  C orrespondence," Annali  I s t i t u t o  Giangiacomo 
F e l t r i n e l l i .  I l l ,  202.
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speech c a l l in g  fo r  an E ng lish  d e c la ra t io n  of war on R ussia  as a  

p re lim in a ry  to  a g e n e ra l European l ib e r a t io n  w ar. To th e  ap p roval o f .„  

th e  crowd o f re fu g ees  and Englishmen he claim ed th a t  E ng lish  w orking men 

unanim ously favored  such a w ar. L in ton  l a t e r  c a l le d  t h i s  m eeting th e  

" f i r s t  open re c o g n itio n  o f E ng lish  rep u b lican ism  in  accord  w ith  European,

. . . [ th e  f i r s t  p roc lam ation] on E n g lish  s o i l  [o f] th e  n e c e s s i ty  o f  a  

new campaign a g a in s t  th e  unholy A llia n c e  o f K ings."  But he s a id  n o th in g  

o f th e  p r a c t i c a l  problem s invo lved  in  such a  p ro je c t  beyond th e  w ish fu l 

e x p e c ta tio n  th a t  p u b lic  op in ion  would fo rc e  Aberdeen’ s government to  a  

s im i la r  co n clu sio n . He f a i le d  to  m ention th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f ach iev in g  

th a t  g o a l, even though he had been an i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t  long enough to
9

know b e t t e r .

Taking h is  cue from W orcell, L in ton  argued th a t  th e  T urk ish

Empire was in s ig n i f ic a n t  and th a t  E ng lish  p ro te c t io n  o f th e  E ast European

n a t i o n a l i t i e s  as  a  bulw ark a g a in s t R ussia  was th e  r e a l  q u e s t i o n . N o t

long  a f t e r  th e  E n g lish  d e c la ra t io n  o f war a g a in s t  R u ss ia , L in ton  sensed

th e  f u t i l i t y  o f h i s  cause when he w ro te : "And th e  peop les have n o t y e t

le a rn e d  to  do more th an  ’s y m p a t h i z e . L i t t l e  d id  he r e a l i z e  th a t  h is

p a t r i o t i c  encouragement of th e  dropping of E n g lish  reform  q u e s tio n s  fo r

th e  d u ra tio n  of th e  war was as much th e  cause o f th e  w orkers’ m a la ise  th a t
12he abhorred  as  a cu re  fo r  t h e i r  la c k  o f p o l i t i c a l  and s o c ia l  freedom .

9
P eo p le ’ s P ap er, December 3 , 1853, p . 7; E n g lish  R ep u b lic , 1854, 

pp. 23-39; and L in to n , Memories, pp. 141-42.

^^E ng lish  R epub lic . 1853, pp. 345-48 and 1854, pp. 212-16.

^^N orthem  T rib u n e . 1854, p . 181. The e n t i r e  a r t i c l e  was r e p r in te d  
as W. J .  L in to n , Help fo r  Poland (London, Brantwood, n . p . ,  1854).

12For one of his patriotic statements see Northern Tribune. 1854,
pp. 249-50.
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Nor d id  o th e r  " re sp e c ta b le s "  reco g n ize  th e  d isadvan tage  t h e i r  

program d id  them. P. A. T ay lo r, ju n io r ,  f o r  example, a ttem pted  unsuc

c e s s fu l ly  in  January  1854 to  change th e  alm ost defunct S o c ie ty  o f th e  

F riends o f  I t a ly  in to  an E n g lish  F o re ign  A ffa ir s  S o c ie ty . I t s  in tended  

goal was to  educate  w orkers about t h e i r  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  toward th e  Euro

pean n a t i o n a l i t i e s .  T ay lo r was a ty p ic a l  " re s p e c ta b le ."  H is b io g rapher 

w rote th a t  he " . . . would have been a f t e r  g e n tle  Lucy H u tch in so n 's  own 

rep u b lican  h e a r t , "  i f  on ly  he had l iv e d  in  th e  days o f th e  Long P a r l i a 

ment. He was a member o f  th e  m iddle c la s s  and h is  fam ily  was a p a r tn e r  

in  a  s i l k  m anufacturing  f irm . H is f a th e r  had p a r t ic ip a te d  in  th e  A n ti-  

Com Law a g i ta t io n  and th e  fam ily  numbered among i t s  c lo s e s t  f r ie n d s  

John S tu a r t  M ill ,  M azzin i, C olonel P e rro n e t Thompson and Ebenezer E l l i o t ,  

the  com -law  rhymer. The younger T ay lo r belonged to  th e  PIL in  th e  l a t e  

1840s and l a t e r  s a t  as an M.P. f o r  L e ic e s te r .  Although m otivated  by th e  

in ju s t ic e  done to  th e  P o le s , I t a l i a n s  and Hungarians and to  E ng lish

w orkers, h is  p a t e r n a l i s t i c  approach to  b o th  s e ts  of wrongs o ffe re d  l i t t l e

13immediate hope o f r e c t i f i c a t i o n .  A good T aylor fam ily  f r ie n d  was

W. J .  Fox, th e  U n ita r ia n  m in is te r ,  who was a  L ib e ra l M.P. fo r  Oldham. He

too c a l le d  f o r  th e  c re a tio n  o f a P o lish  n a t io n ;  he b e lie v ed  th a t  Poland

was th e  b a r r i e r  between c iv i l i z e d  Europe and b a rb a ria n  R ussia . He w rote

a weekly p ie c e  fo r  th e  Weekly D ispatch  under th e  s ig n a tu re  "P u b lic o la "  to  

14spread  h i s  v iew s. Another member o f th i s  group was th e  poet

13p . A. T ay lo r, [Ju n io r]  to  George Jacob Holyoake, January  1854, 
No. 635, Holyoake C o lle c t io n . For th e  Taylor fam ily  see  John M. Davidson, 
Eminent E ng lish  L ib e ra ls  in  and ou t o f P arliam en t (F re ep o rt: Books fo r
L ib ra r ie s  P re s s , [1880]), pp. 25-35.

^^Richard G a rn e tt, L ife  o f  W. J .  Fox (London: John Lane C o.,
1910), pp. 325-26.
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W alter Savage Landor. He was a c asu a l p a r t ic ip a n t  in  " re sp e c ta b le "  

in te rn a tio n a lis m . H is s o lu t io n  fo r  th e  tro u b le s  in  th e  E ast was to  

a s s a s s in a te  th e  Czar. That such s im p l is t ic  id eas  were im p ra c tic a l even 

th e  e d ito rs  o f th e  Leader r e c o g n i z e d . B u t  h is  p roposa l r e f le c te d  th e  

la c k  of r e a l i t y  th a t  c h a ra c te r iz e d  th i s  group.

Not only  d id  th ey  dream of im p ra c tic a l schemes, b u t they  

in su red  th e  movement's weakness through id e o lo g ic a l w rang ling . W orcell 

la b e l le d  David U rquhart "an enemy of Democracy" and L in ton  a s s i s te d  

M azz in i's  f r ie n d  George Dawson in  coun tering  th e  U rquhart movement.

This in te r n a l  b ic k e r in g  had c r ip p le d  th e  in te r n a t io n a l i s t s  from t h e i r  

in c e p tio n . No group ro se  above th e se  p e t ty  q u a rre ls  th a t  took  t h e i r  

v ic io u sn ess  from p e rs o n a li ty  c o n f l ic ts  as w e ll as from le g it im a te  

id e o lo g ic a l d if f e r e n c e s .

The Tory-Russophobe U rquhart competed w ith  th e  i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t s  

fo r  th e  w o rk ers ' a l le g ia n c e . T herein  la y  th e i r  d i s l ik e  fo r  him. A 

deeper cause  fo r  in te r n a t io n a l  o b je c tio n  to  him was th a t  h is  ra d ic a lism  

was n a t io n a l  n o t in te r n a t io n a l .  He c a l le d  f o r  a renewed emphasis on 

lo c a l  government in s t i t u t i o n s  and fo r  th e  r e s u s c i ta t io n  o f  th e  a n c ie n t 

r ig h t s  o f p e t i t io n in g  th e  Crown and impeachment, b u t no t fo r  u n iv e rs a l  

manhood s u f f ra g e . He id e a l iz e d  the  England of Queen Anne, n o t th e  new 

England o f p o l i t i c a l  and s o c ia l  e q u a li ty .  Yet h is  N a tio n a l Movement 

w ith  i t s  w e ll-o rg an ized  lo c a l  committees came n e a re r  to  c re a t in g  a  mass

^^L eader, October 28, 1854, p . 1019.

W orcell to  W. J .  L in to n , November 8, 1853, in  K ieniew icz, 
e d . , "P o lish  C orrespondence," Annali  I s t i t u t o  Giagiacomo F e l t r i n e l l i , 
I I I ,  118.
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fo llow ing  than  d id  any in te r n a t io n a l  o rg a n iz a tio n . They envied h is  

17su ccess .

David U rquhart i s  u s u a lly  remembered fo r  h is  Russophobia. As 

an o f f i c i a l  a t  th e  B r i t i s h  Embassy in  C o nstan tinop le  he developed a deep 

love fo r  th e  Turks. When Palm erston d iscovered  U rquhart*s a ttem pt to  

eng ineer a  war between R ussia  and Turkey, the  Foreign  M in is te r  r e c a l le d  

him to  London. T his a c t  convinced U rquhart th a t  Palm erston was a  Rus

s ia n  ag en t; he c a l le d  fo r  Pam's impeachment. He saw R ussian  in flu en c e  

everywhere and began an a g i ta t io n  to  expose i t .  At f i r s t  U rquhart sought 

m id d le -c la ss  support b u t ach iev in g  only  m oderate success he tu rned  to  th e  

working c la s s  in  1839. His method was to  e s ta b l is h  "Committees fo r  th e  

Study o f D iplom atic  Documents," b u t when Palm erston l e f t  o f f ic e  in  1841 

and th e  E as te rn  Q uestion  receded in to  memory h is  movement lap sed  in to  

in a c t iv i ty .  During h i s  C h a r t is t  f l i r t a t i o n  he claim ed he had d iscovered  

R ussian i n f i l t r a t i o n  in  t h e i r  ranks and contended, u n ju s t ly ,  th a t  he had 

a le r te d  th e  a u th o r i t i e s  about th e  C h a r t is t  u p r is in g s  in  1839-40. An

e c c e n tr ic  and unbalanced man, U rquhart made l i t t l e  in ro ad  in to  w orking-

18c la s s  p o l i t i c s  b e fo re  th e  1850s.

C h a r t is t  r e a c t io n  a g a in s t  U rquhart emanated from t h e i r  f e a r  th a t

h is  fo re ig n  a f f a i r s  emphasis would d i s t r a c t  from th e i r  own a g i ta t io n  fo r

19th e  C h arte r . O'Connor h e ld  th a t  view . In  th e  mid-1850s th e

A nderson, L ib e ra l S ta te , pp. 139-52 p re se n ts  a  su c c in c t 
a n a ly s is  o f U rq u h art' s  id e a s .

18The on ly  b io g rap h y , d e sp e ra te ly  in  need o f r e v is io n ,  i s  
G ertrude Robinson, David U rquhart (Boston; Houghton M if f l in  Co., 1920). 
An e x c e lle n t ,  re c e n t a n a ly s is  o f U rq u h a rt's  movement as a p re s su re  group 
i s  R ichard Shannon, "David U rquhart and the  Foreign  A f fa ir s  Committees" 
in  P a t r i c i a  H o l l is ,  e d . , P re ssu re  from W ithout in  E arly  V ic to r ia n  England 
(London: Edward A rnold , 1974), pp. 239-61.

19Gammage, C h a r t is t  Movement, p . 189.
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I n te r n a t io n a l i s t s  b e lie v e d  th a t  he th re a te n e d  t h e i r  own fo re ig n  a f f a i r s

schemes. When U rquhart went on a speak ing  to u r  in  November o f 1853, th e

P eop le’s  Paper warned "Democrats" to  be  wary o f h i s  movement, which i t
20p e rv e rse ly  la b e l le d  th e  "R ussian Move." Y et, he rev iv ed  h is  "F ore ign  

A ffa irs  C om m ittees," which numbered a t  t h e i r  h igh  p o in t about 150 w ith  

2 -3 ,000 w o rk in g -c la ss  members. A lthough a  s tro n g  c e l l  e x is te d  in  New

c a s t l e ,  U rq u h a rt 's  movement cen te red  in  th e  w est M idlands. The s k i l l e d

craftsm en  o f t h i s  a r e a ,  who were n e i th e r  a t t r a c t e d  to  C hartism  n o r
21organ ized  by th e  "New Model" u n io n s , were drawn to  U rquhart.

A p a r t i c u l a r ly  a c t iv e  u n i t  e x is te d  a t  S h e f f ie ld . S h e f f ie ld ’s 

c u t le ry  and s t e e l  t ra d e s  p r o f i te d  d u rin g  th e  Crimean War. The war t r a n s -
22formed th e  c i t y  from a m anufacturing  to  a  la r g e - s c a le  i n d u s t r i a l  economy. 

U rquhart’s ap p ea l drew i t s  s tre n g th  from th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  ra d ic a l is m  of 

such lo c a l  le a d e rs  as  Isa a c  Iro n s id e  and from th e  s o c ia l  com position  o f 

th e se  p a r t i c u la r  w o rk ers . As e a r ly  as  1851 I ro n s id e  had o rg an ized  "ward

m otes" in  S h e ff ie ld  which d e a l t  w ith  fo re ig n  a f f a i r s  alm ost from th e  tim e 

o f t h e i r  o r ig in .  Over th e  y ears  m id d le -c la ss  a c t i v i s t s  w ithdrew  t h e i r

su p p o rt; co n seq u en tly , th e  "wardmotes" m etam orphosis in to  F o re ign  A f fa ir s
23Committees l e f t  them w ith  a  thorough w o rk in g -c la ss  com position . The

20P eo p le ’s P aper, November 12, 1853, p . 1 .

21Anderson, L ib e ra l  S ta te , pp. 146-47 and Asa B rig g s , "David 
U rquhart and th e  West R iding Foreign  A ffa ir s  Com m ittee," B radford  A n ti
quary , n . s . .  P a r t  XXXIX (A p ril, 1858), 197-207.

“W. H. G. Armytage, " S h e ff ie ld  and th e  Crimean War: P o l i t i c s  
and In d u s try , 1852-1857," H is to ry  Today, V (Ju ly , 1955), 479.

23John S a l t ,  "L ocal M an ife s ta tio n  o f th e  U rq u h a rtite  Movement," 
I n te rn a t io n a l  Review o f S o c ia l H is to ry , X III (P a r t  3 , 1968), 356-59.
For I ro n s id e  see  Joyce M. Bellamy and John S a v i l le ,  e d s . .  D ic tio n a ry  of 
Labour Biography (2 v o l s . ;  London: M acm illan, 1972), I I ,  201-207.



139
war began th e  p ro le ta r ia n iz a t io n  o f S h e f f ie ld 's  working c la s s .  In  th e  

p ro c e ss , w o rk in g -c la ss  in t e r e s t  in  fo re ig n  a f f a i r s  evolved beyond a 

sim ple a n ti-R u s s ia n  ex p ress io n  in to  a  genuine s p i r i t  o f in te rn a t io n a l  

co n sc io u sn ess .

That aw areness o f th e  p la ce  o f S h e ff ie ld  in  th e  in te r n a t io n a l  

community had e x is te d  fo r  some tim e. The c o n d itio n  o f fo re ig n  t ra d e  was 

recogn ized  as  an im portan t elem ent in  th e  lo c a l  "b read  and b u t te r  ques

t io n .  In  1851 s e v e ra l  members o f K o ssu th 's  P o lish  Legion had gone to  

S h e ff ie ld  in  sea rch  o f work. A lthough i t  i s  im p ossib le  to  determ ine how 

many rem ained in  th e  c i ty ,  t h e i r  p resence  must have expanded lo c a l  

w o rk in g -c la ss  aw areness o f in te r n a t io n a l  is s u e s  because th e  re fu g ees  

u s u a lly  ex p ressed  t h e i r  b e l i e f s  a t  every  o p p o rtu n ity  w hether i t  be a t  

r a l l i e s ,  c o ffe e  h o u ses , tav ern s  o r one-on-one e n co u n te rs . A lso , in  1851 

S h e ff ie ld  r a d ic a l s  had sen t a  d e p u ta tio n  to  Southampton to  g re e t K ossuth. 

The c i t y  p rov ided  f e r t i l e  ground f o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t  a g i t a to r s .

As owner o f th e  S h e ff ie ld  F ree  P r e s s , I ro n s id e  opened i t s  columns 

to  U rq u h a r t 's  propaganda b e fo re  th e  l a t t e r  e s ta b lis h e d  h is  own F ree P ress  

in  London in  O ctober 1855. The Free P ress  c o s t  two pence; C. D. C o lle t t  

e d ite d  i t  and Holyoake p r in te d  i t .  T his em phasis on newspaper propaganda 

was c h a r a c te r i s t i c  o f o th e r E ng lish  r a d ic a l  movements and le d  to  an 

u n lik e ly  a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  Marx. U rquhart and Marx shared  one t r a i t :  

b o th  s u f fe re d  from Russophobia. A fte r  th e  two met in  February  1854 Marx 

began c o n tr ib u tin g  o ccas io n a l len g th y  and w eighty  a r t i c l e s  to  th e  Shef

f i e l d  F ree  P re s s . Although h is  b a rra g es  o f  u n a ss im ila te d  in fo rm atio n  le d

^ ^ S a l t ,  "L ocal M a n ife s ta tio n ,"  I n te r n a t io n a l  Review of S o c ia l
History. XIII, 352.
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to  a d isagreem ent w ith  Iro n s id e  who f e l t  h is  paper "emtombed" by them, 

Marx r e lu c ta n t ly  con tinued  w r it in g  f o r  th e  Free P r e s s . Most o f h is  

e f f o r t s  were r e p r in t s  o f a r t i c l e s  w r i t t e n  fo r  him by Engels b u t pub

l is h e d  under h is  name in  th e  New York T ribune. M arx's r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  

U rquhart su rv iv ed  on an uneasy b a s i s .  F in a n c ia l needs prov ided  h is  prim e 

m o tiv a tio n . As he w ro te  to  Engels fo llo w in g  a l e t t e r  of commendation 

from th e  S h e ff ie ld  F oreign  A ffa ir s  Committee l o r  h is  fo u r p a r t  p ie ce  on 

th e  Kars Blue Book papers  in  th e  P e o p le 's  P ap er, which was re p r in te d  in  

th e  F ree P ress  in  summary form: " I t  would have been much b e t t e r  i f  th e

chaps had s e n t me th e  money they  made by r e p r in t in g  (as a  pam phlet) 

under th e  t i t l e  S to ry  o f th e  L i f e , e t c .  my a r t i c l e  on P a lm ers to n ."  The 

p ra is e  was a l l  th e  more e x c e p tio n a l, w ro te  Marx, because " . . . th e re  i s

war to  th e  d ea th  betw een th e  P e o p le 's  Paper and th e  F ree  P re s s , and in

25g e n e ra l between C hartism  and U rq u h artism ."

In  an e a r l i e r  l e t t e r  to  Engels Marx no ted  " . . . a  b i t t e r

co n tro v e rsy  betw een th e  C h a r t is ts  and th e  U rq u h a rtis ts  a t  N ew castle upon
26Tyne, London, Birmingham, and s e v e ra l  o th e r  p la c e s ."  He w rote o f

C h a r t is ts  b u t meant a l l  th o se  to  th e  l e f t  o f c e n te r .  The U rquhart compe

t i t i o n  f o r  w o rk in g -c la ss  support caused th e  i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t s  g re a t con

c e rn . At N ew castle one o f th e  f i r s t  F oreign  A ffa ir s  Committees was

K arl Marx to  F r ie d r ic h  E ngels , May 8, 1856, in  S a v i l le ,
E rn est Jones: C h a r t i s t , p . 240. For Marx and U rquhart see  Armytage,
" S h e ff ie ld  and th e  Crimean War," H is to ry  Today, V, 475-76; S a l t ,  "Local 
M a n ife s ta tio n ,"  In te rn a t io n a l  Review of S o c ia l H is to ry , X II I , 353-54; 
Shannon, "David U rquhart" in  H o l l is ,  e d . .  P ressu re  from W ithout in  E arly  
V ic to r ia n  England, pp. 239, 252; and G. A llen H u tt, "David U rquhart: A
F o rg o tten  F rien d  o f M arx," P le b s , XV (F ebruary , 1923), 68-71.

K arl Marx to  F r ie d r ic h  E ngels, A p ril 10, 1856, in  S a v i l le ,  
E rn es t Jones: C h a r t i s t , p . 239.
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e s ta b lis h e d . By e a r ly  February  1855 R ichard H a rt, one of U rq u h a rt 's

c h ie f  o rg a n iz e rs , w ro te  to  h is  m entor th a t  "The C h a r t is ts  have come over

in  a  body and have made up t h e i r  minds to  go fo r  impeachment and a g i t a t e  

27th e  C ountry ." Although he o v e rs ta te d  h is  su cc e ss , the  U rquhart th r e a t

was s u f f i c i e n t  enough to  e l i c i t  from Jones and F in le n , who were th en

a ttem p tin g  to  reo rg a n iz e  C hartism , d isc la im e rs  o f any connection  w ith

U rquhart and charges a g a in s t  him of b e in g  a Tory p lo t t in g  to  g ive th e

28Crown more n o t le s s  power. The w ork in g -c lass  a t ta c k  on U rquhart con

t r ib u te d  l e s s  to  h is  movement’s f a i lu r e  than d id  i t s  own i l lu s iv e  n a tu re  

U rquhart do ted  on th e  p a s t and once th e  enthusiasm  of th e  Crimean War 

ended h is  mass appea l receded in to  pockets o f i s o la te d  though d ed ica ted  

fo llo w e rs .

In  Newcastle Joseph Cowen, ju n io r  o rgan ized  an a g i ta t io n  th a t  

p a r a l le le d  U rq u h art’s , b u t which a lso  f e l l  w ith in  th e  m ainstream  o f th e  

E nglish  la b o r  movement. A lthough Cowen sponsored U rquhart’s speech in  

N ewcastle on O ctober 23, 1854, he never jo in e d  th e  Russophobe’s movement. 

Too re p u b lic an  fo r  th e  N a tio n a l Movement, Cowen pursued independen tly  h is  

o b je c t iv e  o f p re s su rin g  th e  Government in to  a s s i s t in g  th e  Poles ga in  

t h e i r  freedom. The cause o f th e  dem ocratic  ém igrés perm eated Cowen’s 

r a d ic a l  a c t i v i t i e s  th roughout th e  1850s and e a r ly  1860s. The Cowen

29

2 7 R ichard  H art to  David U rquhart, February 8 , 1856, I .G . 15, 
U rquhart P ap e rs .

2 8 P eop le’s P aper, March 1, 1856, p . 4; March 8 , 1856, p . 5 ; and 
March 29, 1856, p. 5 .

29B roadsheet, O ctober 18, 1854, A .239, Cowen C o lle c tio n ; L eader, 
November 4 , 1854, p . 1037; N orthern T ribune, 1854, pp. 389-92; and 
N ewcastle Jo u rn a l. October 28, 1854, A .245, Cowen C o lle c tio n .



142
fam ily  l iv e d  in  Blaydon n e a r N ewcastle where they  o p era ted  a  b r ic k  

fa c to ry . They m arketed t h e i r  product th roughout Europe, a p ra c t ic e  th a t  

enabled th e  younger Cowen to  t ra n s p o r t  re fu g ees  and t h e i r  communications 

s e c r e t ly  in to  Europe. The 1844 M azzini le t te r -o p e n in g  in c id e n t had 

in sp ire d  Cowen, w h ile  s t i l l  a s tu d en t a t  Edinburgh, to  e n te r  in to  an 

acquain tance  w ith  M azzini and L in ton . H is f r ie n d s h ip  w ith  L in ton  la s te d  

twenty years  d e sp ite  L in to n 's  co n stan t badgering  fo r  f in a n c ia l  a s s is ta n c e .  

He le n t  support to  a  group o f  tw elve P o lish  Legion e x i le s  who came to  

Newcastle on March 4 , 1851, and a s s is te d  in  c o l le c t io n s  f o r  L in to n 's  

S h il l in g  S u b sc rip tio n  in  1852. He r e t i r e d  from a c tiv e  involvem ent in  

in te r n a t io n a l  causes a f t e r  th e  P o lish  r e b e l l io n  o f 1863 f a i le d  and s a t  

in  th e  House o f  Commons from 1873 to  1886. An en lig h ten ed  em ployer, he 

emphasized h is  Tyneside p ro v in c ia lism  in  th e  House and succumbed to  Boer 

War im p e r ia l i s t ic  jin g o ism  by th e  tim e o f h is  d eath  in  1900. Cowen exem

p l i f i e d  th e  coming in te r n a t io n a l  a g i t a to r :  r a d ic a l  in  h is  p o l i t i c s ,

p a r t e r n a l i s t i c a l l y  sym pathetic  to  w o rk in g -c la ss  woes and thoroughly  

m iddle c la s s .  U rq u h a rt's  o p p o s itio n  Newcastle F oreign  A ffa irs  Committee 

had a more w o rk in g -c la ss  membership than  d id  Cowen's group. H is sympathy 

fo r  th e  P o lish  cause came n o t from ideo logy  b u t from compassion, a u n i

v e r s a l  hum an istic  t r a i t .  In  1879 when asked why he championed th e  P o le s , 

he s a id :  "Because th ey  seemed th e  most fo r lo rn .

30Davidson, Eminent E nglish  L ib e ra ls , pp. 51-63 i s  an e x c e lle n t 
sk e tch  o f Cowen's l i f e .  Among th e  u n s a t i s f a c to ry  s tu d ie s  a re :  Evan
Rowland Jo n es , The L ife  and Speeches of Joseph Cowen, M.P. (London: 
Sampson Low, 1885); W illiam  Duncan, L ife  o f Joseph Cowen (London: The
W alter S co tt P u b lish in g  C o., L t d . ,  1904); and H in ton , E nglish  R ad ica l 
L eaders, pp. 77-85. For h is  r e la t io n s  w ith  M azzini see  Rudman, I t a l i a n  
N ationalism , p. 97 and passim ; f o r  h is  f r ie n d s h ip  w ith  L inton see  Sm ith,



143
31P e te r  Brock has c h ro n ic le d  Cowen*s P o lish  a c t i v i t i e s .  The 

Newcastle upon Tyne F o re ig n  A f fa ir s  Committee was formed under th e  

le a d e rsh ip  o f  Cowen and C harles Attwood, an iro n m aste r and b ro th e r  o f 

Thomas Attwood,on November 16, 1854. I t  drew most o f  i t s  su p p o rt from 

th e  m iddle c la s s  and from some w orkers . A fte r  e ig h te e n  months o f fe v e r

is h  b lu s te r  i t  lap sed  in to  i n a c t i v i t y .  S h o rtly  a f t e r  th e  1854 c e le b ra 

t io n  in  S t. M a r t in 's  H a ll in  London o f th e  P o lish  R evo lu tion  o f  1830 an 

A nglb-P olish  Committee was c re a te d  under P. A. T a y lo r 's  d i r e c t io n  and 

o ffe re d  to  a s s i s t  th e  N ew castle group g a in  a  w ider E n g lish  aud ien ce . 

S im ila r to  e a r l i e r  " re s p e c ta b le "  in te r n a t io n a l  g roups, i t  emphasized

p e t i t io n s  and p u b lic  m eetings to  win over th e  Government to  P o la n d 's  

32c au se .

The N ew castle Committee s tag ed  two im p ressive  p u b lic  c e le b ra t io n s

b e fo re  i t s  dem ise. On th e  29 o f November in  1854 and on th e  29 o f January

in  1855 i t  convened g a th e r in g s  in  commemoration o f th e  P o lish  R evolu tion  

33o f 1830. The f i r s t  r e s u l te d  in  an ad d ress  th a t  a tta c k e d  th e  B r i t i s h  

Government f o r  n o t encourag ing  a  P o lish  in s u r r e c t io n  and f o r  n o t c a l l in g  

fo r  th e  e s tab lish m en t o f  a  P o lish  n a t io n  w ith  i t s  a n c ie n t f r o n t i e r s .

R ad ica l A r tis a n , pp. 58-59 and passim ; and f o r  h i s  f l e e t in g  acq u a in tan ce  
w ith  A lexander Herzen see  Monica P a tr id g e , "A lexander H erzen and th e  
Younger Joseph Cowen M .P ., Some U npublished M a te r ia l ,"  S lavon ic  and E ast 
European Review, XLI (December, 1962), 50-63.

31"Joseph Cowen and th e  P o lish  E x i le s ,"  S lavon ic  and E ast 
European Review, XXXII, 52-69.

^^E nglish  R ep u b lic , 1855, pp. 27-29; A n g lo -P o lish  Committee 
H an d b ill, A .268, Cowen C o lle c t io n ; P. A. T aylor [ ju n io r ]  to  Joseph Cowen, 
ju n io r ,  December 27, 1854, A .276, I b id . ;  B roadsheet o f A ng lo -P o lish  
Committee, January  6 , 1855, A .290, Ib id .

33For brief accounts see the Northern Tribune, March 3, 1855,
pp. 64-65.
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Such a  p o lic y  would le a d  to  a  war a g a in s t  P ru ss ia  and A u s tr ia , b u t 

England would be a s s is te d  a g a in s t  them by in te r n a t io n a l ly  in s p ire d  popu

l a r  u p r i s i n g s . A l t h o u g h  u n r e a l i s t i c ,  t h i s  hope perm eated in te r n a t io n 

a l i s t  dream s. I t  a lso  found w i l l in g  a d h e ren ts  among th e  P o lish  e x i l e s .  

G eneral M ieroslaw sk i, who was an im p o rtan t f ig u r e  in  th e  em igres in  P a r is ,

w rote to  Cowen o f f e r in g  to  r a i s e  a  5 ,000 man P o lish  Legion which he sug-

35g e s te d  England supply  and arm. Responding fo r  th e  N ew castle F o re ign  

A f fa ir s  Committee, Harney inform ed th e  G eneral th a t  th ey  accep ted  h i s  

p lan  and were w il l in g  to  advance i t  in  m emorial form to  th e  Government.

But he warned M ieroslaw ski, " . . .  I  shou ld  be b u t d ece iv in g  you w ere I  

to  encourage th e  hope th a t  th e  B r i t i s h  peop le  would by popu lar s u b sc r ip 

t io n  fu rn is h  th e  means to  arm and equip  a  P o lish  L e g i o n . H i s  e x p e r i

ence as a  "Red R epublican" had ta u g h t Harney th e  f u t i l i t y  o f seek in g  

p o p u la r su p p o rt fo r  in te r n a t io n a l  a d v en tu re s . By 1855 he had tu rn e d  

i r r e t r i e v a b l y  from s o c i a l i s t  w o rk in g -c la ss  a g i ta t io n  and moved in to  

m id d le -c la s s  r e s p e c ta b i l i ty  w ith  i t s  innocuous p e t i t io n s  and parliam en

ta r y  q u e s tio n s . J u s t  as  he had been among th e  f i r s t  to  advocate  

p r o le ta r ia n  a c t io n ,  now he was among th e  vanguard o f th e  movement's 

d e s e r te r s ,  a lth o u g h  n o t w ithou t cause .

R eg a rd le ss , th e  quest fo r  th e  P o lish  Legion con tinued . 

M ieroslaw sk i w rote a  memorial which th e  N ew castle F oreign  A ffa ir s

^^Brock, "Joseph Cowen and th e  P o lish  E x i le s ,"  S lavon ic  and 
E ast European Review, XXXII, 58.

35G eneral Louis M ieroslaw ski to  Joseph Cowen, ju n io r ,  Jan u ary  1, 
1855, N orthern  T rib u n e , March 3 , 1855, p . 61.

36N ew castle upon Tyne F oreign  A f fa ir s  Committee to  G eneral 
M ieroslaw ksi, February  20, 1855, in  B lack and B lack, e d s . .  The Harney 
P ap e rs , pp. 58-59.
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Committee p ub lished  under th e  t i t l e  P o land , R u ss ia , and th e  W estern

Pow ers, A M em orial, H is to r ic a l  and P o l i t i c a l , Addressed to  th e  B r i t i s h

37and French N a tio n s . T h e ir hopes were f r u s t r a te d ,  a lthough  two r e g i 

ments o f P o lish  Cossacks appeared under th e  S u lta n ’s b an n er, w ith o u t

38E n g lish  su p p o rt, and fought a g a in s t  R u ssia .

E xaspera tion  w ith  p u b lic  in d if fe re n c e  to  th e  P o lish  cause led

39Cowen and Harney to  form th e  R epublican B rotherhood. Two l e t t e r s  from

Harney to  Holyoake in d ic a te  th a t  th e  R epublican Brotherhood founders took

t h e i r  endeavor l i g h t ly .  Harney o ffe re d  to  make Holyoake a  member and

j o k i n g l y  a c q u i e s c e d  t o  H o l y o a k e ’ s  a m u s in g  c o m m e n ts  i n  t h e  R e a s o n e r  a b o u t

th e  B rotherhood. Cowen e n ro lle d  h is  S e c u la r is t  f r ie n d  and w rote a t  th e

e n d  o f  H a r n e y ’ s  f i r s t  l e t t e r  ’’D o n e  a t  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  P a l a c e ,  B l a y d o n ,

f i r s t  day o f th e  week and in  th e  Year o f th e  Republic I . ” Even in  th e i r

humorous moments th e  i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t s  encountered  th e  shadow of th e

French R ev o lu tio n . The B rotherhood p ub lished  one is su e  in  January  o f a

paper, th e  Republican B rotherhood, bu t w ith  th e  o rg a n iz a tio n  confined  to

Cowen’s N ew castle f r ie n d s  i t  became defu n c t e a r ly  in  1855 w ith o u t any

40achievem ents except one lo c a l  b an q u et.

0 7

See "Copy o f th e  P e t i t io n  fo r  th e  R e s to ra tio n  o f P o lan d ,"  
March 28, 1855, A .237, Cowen C o lle c t io n . A fav o rab le  rev iew  of 
M iero slaw sk i’ s memorial i s  found in  th e  London I n v e s t ig a to r , A ugust, 
1855, pp. 68-69. Holyoake p u b lish ed  th e  memorial as a pam phlet.

38L i te r a ry  A sso c ia tio n  o f th e  F rien d s of Poland, R eport o f th e  
T w en ty -th ird  Annual M eeting o f th e  L i te r a ry  A sso c ia tio n  o f th e  F rien d s 
o f Poland (London: C. D etkens, 1855), pp. 3 -6 .

39Brock, "Joseph Cowen and th e  P o lish  E x i le s ,"  S lavonic  and 
E ast European Review, XXXII, 59.

J u l ia n  Harney to  George Jacob Holyoake, January  21, 1855?, 
No. 728, Holyoake C o lle c tio n ; G. J u l ia n  Harney to  George Jacob Holyoake, 
February  15, 1855, No. 737, I b id . ;  fo r  Holyoake’s membership card  see
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In  th e  sp rin g  o f 1855 in te rn a tio n a lis m  experienced  traum a in

N ew castle. Cowen d iv e s ted  h im se lf o f th e  N orthern  T ribune , which was

in co rp o ra ted  in to  th e  R easoner. And w ith  th e  c o n te s t fo r  w o rk in g -c lass

support a t  a  p itc h  Attwood d e se rte d  Cowen and jo in e d  U rq u h a rt's  r i v a l

Committee fo r  Watching th e  War. Furtherm ore, in  th e  summer Harney

41departed  fo r  Je rse y  where he e d ite d  th e  Je rse y  Independent. Almost

in e x p lic a b ly  in te rn a tio n a lis m  ebbed in  Newcastle a t  th e  h e ig h t o f  th e

Crimean War; U rq u h a rt 's  group accom plished l i t t l e  more than  d id  Cowen's.

The n a tu re  of th e  in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r  movement accounts fo r  th i s

ra p id  d e c lin e . At i t s  peak in  N ew castle, i t  r e l i e d  upon fo re ig n  impetus

fo r  in s p i r a t io n .  The Crimean War r e s u l t e d . from d ip lo m atic  is s u e s ;  i t  was

fought a t  a d is ta n t  lo c a t io n  on the  edge of th e  Black Sea. I f  th e  E nglish

w orker had an economic i n t e r e s t  th a t  involved  th e  g ra in  tra d e  and h is

42food su p p ly , no one bo thered  to  t e l l  him. In s te a d , th e  in te r n a t io n a l 

i s t s  appealed  to  th e  worker e i th e r  on U rq u h a rt 's  m oral, m e taphysica l 

le v e l  o r  on an am oral p o l i t i c a l  le v e l .  In  th e  former w orkers were 

adv ised  to  read  Blue Books and seek out t r a i t o r s .  In  th e  l a t t e r  they  

were to ld  to  fo llow  th e i r  b e t te r s  and m arsh a ll them selves behind th e  

i l l u s iv e  ad v ice  of p o l i t i c a l  re fu g ees .

The u lt im a te  cause of th e  movement's f a i lu r e  in  N ewcastle was 

i t s  re l ia n c e  upon re fu g ee  ex travaganzas and th e  concommitant b e l i e f  th a t

No. 738, Ib id . For a  re p o r t  of th e  B ro th e rh o o d 's  philosophy see th e  
N orthern T rib u n e . March 3, 1855, pp. 105-106.

^^Holyoake, S ix ty  Y ears, I ,  295; Brock, "Joseph Cowen and the  
P o lish  E x i le s ,"  S lavonic  and E ast European Review, XXXII, 62; and 
Schoyen, The C h a r t is t  C hallenge, pp. 241-48.

42For t h i s  in te r e s t in g  and much-maligned th e s is  see  Vernon J .  
P u ryear, England, R u ssia , and th e  S t r a i t s  Q uestion , 1844-1856 (B erkeley; 
U n iv e rs ity  o f C a l ifo rn ia  P re s s , 1931).
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p u b lic  p re s su re  of th a t  s o r t  would in f lu e n c e  th e  Government’s p o lic y .

This tendency appeared in  th e  a g i ta t io n  b e fo re  th e  d e c la ra t io n  o f  war.

In  March 1854 Guiseppe G a rib a ld i a r r iv e d  in  London, where he co n su lted  

w ith  M azzini, K ossuth, L ed ru -R o llin , H erzen, W orcell and o th e r  re fu g e es . 

M azzini a ls o  in tro d u ced  him to  s e v e ra l  o f h is  E ng lish  f r ie n d s ,  in c lu d in g  

James S ta n s fe ld .^ ^  In  o rd e r to  b e n e f i t  from th e  expected enthusiasm  th a t  

a  v i s i t  from G a rib a ld i could g e n e ra te , Cowen in v i te d  him to  N ew castle.

The G eneral accep ted  and a r r iv e d  on A p ril 11 in  th e  American r e g is te r e d  

v e s s e l th e  Commonwealth, which was manned by I t a l i a n  re fu g ees  and bound 

fo r  Genoa. To h is  h o s t ’ s  dismay G a rib a ld i humbly d ec lin ed  to  a tte n d  a 

popular d em o n stra tio n .^^  But he did accep t on board h is  sh ip  an address  

of sympathy and an in s c r ib e d  sword and te le sc o p e  th a t  were purchased w ith  

a working-men’s  penny s u b s c r ip t io n . The add ress con ta in ed  a su c c in c t 

statem ent th a t  re v e a le d  th e  e x te n t o f th e  N ew castle g roup’s commitment to  

th e  European n a t i o n a l i t i e s ;  i t  was " . . .  th e  n e v e r-ce a s in g  duty  o f a t  

l e a s t  encouraging by sym pathetic  words, i f  we can n o t h e lp  by deeds, a l l  

who, l ik e  y o u rs e lf  and your co m p atrio ts , a re  nob ly  engaged in  th e  s t ru g 

g le  fo r  th e  R i g h t . W o r d s  n o t deeds ex em plified  th e  m id d le -c la ss  

involvem ent in  th e  in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r movement. I t s  h is to r y  can be tra c e d  

back through  th e  SFI and th e  LAPP and i s  found in  p r a c t ic a l ly  every 

p a rliam en ta ry  pronouncement o f th e  r a d ic a ls  who had taken  up th e  cause 

a f t e r  th e  P o lish  R evo lu tion  o f  1830.

^^Anthony P. Cam panella, "Joseph Cowen, G a rib a ld i e M azzin i,"  
E s tr a t to  da Nouva R ev is ta  S to r ic a , Anno L , Ease. I - I I  (1966), 202.

^^G. G a rib a ld i to  Joseph Cowen, ju n io r ,  March 8 , 1854, in  
Campanella, "Joseph Cowen, G a rib a ld i e M azzin i,"  Nouva R ev is ta  S to r ic a , 
Anno L, 201.

^^Northem Tribune. 1854, pp. 173-75.
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S im ila r r e s u l t s  emerged from Cowen’s c o u r tin g  o f K ossuth. In

December 1854 th e  N ew castle F oreign  A f fa ir s  Committee commended K ossuth

fo r  h is  o r a to r i c a l  su p p o rt o f th e  P o lish  cause . In  h is  re p ly  Kossuth
46p r o m i s e d  t o  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  t h e  C o m m it t e e  i n  f u r t h e r i n g  t h e i r  g o a l s .

The E aste rn  Q uestion  had drawn K ossuth from h is  se lf-im p o sed  q u ie t  and 

he now spoke to  numerous E n g lish  aud iences fo r  th e  n ex t two y e a r s . He 

appeared b e fo re  re s p e c ta b le  in te r n a t io n a l  groups in  London, b e fo re  m idd le- 

c la s s  g a th e rin g s  in  th e  n o r th e rn  i n d u s t r i a l  a re a s  and b e fo re  S c o tt is h  

aud ien ces. He urged  h is  l i s t e n e r s  to  fo rc e  th e  Government to  d e f in e  i t s  

war purposes and he to ld  them th a t  A u s tr ia  was an u n safe  a l l y  th a t  had 

more in  common w ith  R ussia  th an  w ith  G reat B r i ta in .  He inform ed h is  

aud iences th a t  th e  o n ly  r e a l  s o lu tio n  fo r  th e  E a s te rn  Q uestion  was th e  

independence of Hungary, Poland and I t a l y .  Except among th e  in te r n a t io n 

a l i s t s  he convinced few. Throughout th e  war Cowen and K ossuth m ain tained  

a correspondence about th e  s e c re t  t r i p s  o f re v o lu tio n a ry  ag en ts  who used 

Cowen's b u s in ess  a s  a  c o v e r . F i n a l l y ,  K ossuth v i s i t e d  N ew castle in  May 

1856, a f t e r  th e  d is a p p o in tin g  co n clusion  o f th e  Crimean War. On May 19,

20, and 21 he spoke to  crowds in  Newcastle and B laydon, re c e iv in g  a t  th e  

l a t t e r  an honorary  membership from th e  M echanic 's  I n s t i t u t e .  But even ts

N ew castle upon Tyne Foreign  A f fa ir s  Committee to  Louis K ossuth, 
[1854] in  B lack and B lack, e d s . .  The Harney P ap e rs , p . 57 and Louis 
Kossuth to  G. J u l ia n  Harney, December 21, 1854, in  I b i d . ,  pp. 28-29.

^^For an example c o n ta in in g  a l l  th e  above themes p lu s  an e d i to r 
i a l  in  support o f th e  governm ent's p o lic y  see  th e  Glasgow Examiner,
J u ly  8, 1854, pp. 3 -4 . See a lso  S. W orcell to  W. J .  L in to n , June 23,
1854, in  K ien iew icz, e d . ,  "P o lish  C orrespondence," A nnali I s t i t u t o  
Giangiacomo F e l t r i n e l l i ,  I I I ,  221-22.

^®See, fo r  example, Louis K ossuth to  Jo seh  Cowen, [1855] in  
B lack and B lack , e d s . .  The Hamey P ap e rs , pp. 29-30.
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had passed  by t h i s  k in d  of a g i ta t io n  and h i s  appearance f a i l e d  to  re v iv e  

th e  lag g in g  fo re ig n  a f f a i r s  i n t e r e s t  in  N ew castle. H is v i s i t  sadd led

49Cowen w ith  a  £36 d e f i c i t  and th e  Committee te m p o ra rily  became in a c t iv e .

The E as te rn  Q uestion  a lso  rev iv ed  th e  " p ro le ta r ia n "  

i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t s .  Jones dom inated them a t  t h i s  p o in t ,  b u t he squandered 

h is  g a in s  a s  e a s i ly  a s  he g a rnered  them. H is e f f o r t s  to  m a in ta in  th e  

C h a r t is t  o rg a n iz a tio n  devolved in to  numerous b i t t e r  c o n f l ic t s  f o r  c o n tro l  

o f th e  e x e c u tiv e . The March 1854, J u ly  1855 and January  1856 e le c t io n s  

drew few v o te r s ,  b u t Jones and h is  flu n k y  James F in le n  became v i r t u a l  

d i c t a to r s .  In s te a d  o f  c re a t in g  a mass p r o le ta r ia n  fo llo w in g , h is  i n t e r 

m inable squabb les d rove away many o f th e  rem ain ing  f a i t h f u l .  Gammage, 

who had long d is l ik e d  Jo n es , concluded: "Jones was n o t th e  man to  le a d  a

g re a t movement; he had i n t e l l e c t  and energy , b u t he was am bitious and 

m ercenary. He must command th e  movement o r  he  would reduce i t  to  n o th in g ."  

Marx concurred  w ith  Gammage on t h i s  o b se rv a tio n .^ ^

Jones sp en t c o n s id e ra b le  energy in  l a t e  1853 and e a r ly  1854 

o rg an iz in g  h i s  Labor P a rliam en t p r o je c t .  On September 15 th e  o p e ra tiv e s  

a t  P res to n  went ou t on s t r i k e  fo r  h ig h e r  wages; th ey  were then  locked  out 

u n t i l  f i n a l l y  fo rce d  back  to  work in  May 1854. Jones p u b lic iz e d  t h e i r  

s t r i k e  in  th e  P e o p le 's  Paper and a s s i s te d  in  c o l le c t in g  funds fo r  them.

T h e  g r e a t  s u p p o r t  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  f o r  t h e  o p e r a t i v e s  l e d  J o n e s  t o  t h e  

p r e m a t u r e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  t u r n  t h e  s t r i k e  i n t o  a  m a s s  m o v e m e n t

49G ateshead O bserver, May 24, 1856, A .457, Cowen C o lle c t io n . : 
and Cashbook and F in a n c ia l  S tatem ent o f K o ssu th 's  V is i t  to  N ew castle, 
May 1856, A. 459, Ib id .

^^Ward, C hartism , pp. 232-34; Gammage, C h a r t is t  Movement, pp. 
394-400; and K arl Marx to  F r ie d r ic h  E ngels , A p r i l  10, 1856, in  S e v i l le ,  
E rn es t Jones: C h a r t i s t ,  p . 239.



150
under h i s  le a d e rsh ip . He proposed a  Labor P arliam en t co n ta in in g

w o rk in g -c la ss  members as  a  show o f u n i ty  and as  a  fo c a l  p o in t o f a

n a t io n a l  movement. But th e  program he advocated was u to p ia n  in  th a t  i t

was based on co o p era tiv e  e n te r p r is e s  in  a g r ic u l tu re  and in d u s try .

The Labor P arliam en t met in  M anchester from March 6 to  18,

1854. I t  d id  l i t t l e  to  advance th e  in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r  movement. Aside

from Marx, who w rote i t  a  la u d a to ry  b u t guarded l e t t e r ,  B lanc and

M artin  Nadaud—a l l  o f  whom were honorary  members— th e  in t e r n a t io n a l i s t s  

52had no in p u t .  The Labor P a rliam en t d e a l t  e n t i r e ly  w ith  dom estic 

q u e s tio n s  and made no determ ined e f f o r t  to  engage re fu g ee  p a r t ic ip a t io n .  

I t s  program looked to  th e  p a s t  r a th e r  than  th e  f u tu r e .  P rev io u s ly  Jones 

had argued th a t  s o c ia l  and p o l i t i c a l  reform  were synonymous ; now he 

claim ed th a t  a co o p era tiv e  scheme would b rin g  s o c ia l  changes from which 

p o l i t i c a l  reform  would em anate. He drew h e a v ily  on O 'C onnor's Land 

P lan . Gammage saw th i s  p lan  a s  em blem atic o f Jo n e s ' t r i c k e r y .  Why? 

W riting  to  Engels somewhat l a t e r  Marx contended: " . . . Jones s p o i ls

ev e ry th in g  by h is  u rge  fo r  p u b l ic i ty ,  h i s  t a c t l e s s  fum bling a f t e r  p re te x ts  

fo r  a g i ta t io n  and r e s t l e s s  d e s i r e  to  move f a s t e r  th an  th e  t im e s ."  Jones 

f u r th e r  harmed h is  cause through  h is  f a i l u r e  to  c o u rt th e  tra d e  unions 

d u rin g  t h i s  ep iso d e . Buchanan concluded th a t  th e  u n io n s ' lukewarm re a c 

t io n  to  th e  Labor P arliam en t confirm ed " . . .  th e  g en e ra l t r a d e  union

S e v i l le ,  E rn est Jo n es: C h a r t i s t , pp. 53-55 and R. A. Buchanan,
"Trade Unions and P u b lic  O pinion, 1850-75" (unpublished  Ph.D. d i s s e r ta 
t io n ,  Cambridge U n iv e rs ity , 1957), pp. 41-63.

52 S e v il le ,  E rnest Jo n es : C h a r t i s t , Appendix IV, "The Program
o f th e  Labour P a rliam en t, 1854," pp. 272-73 and Appendix V, "K arl Marx: 
L e t te r  to  th e  Labour P a rlia m e n t,"  9 March 1854, pp. 274-75.
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a n tip a th y  towards p o l i t i c a l  a c tio n  in  th e  1850s," a lthough  he b e lie v e s

th a t  to  argue th a t  th e  tra d e  unions were only  in te re s te d  in  in d u s t r ia l

53qu estio n s  i s  in c o r re c t .

Because o f h is  megalomania Jones had muffed an o p p o rtu n ity  to  

draw th e  tra d e  unions in to  c lo s e r  co o p era tio n  w ith  th e  C h a r t is ts ,  and, 

perhaps, th e  i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t s .  In  th e  l a t e  1860s Robert A pplegarth  

claim ed he had le a rn ed  h is  ra d ic a lism  from th e  People * s P ap e r, among 

o t h e r s . A s  a prom inent advocate of "New Model" u n io n s , he would have 

been a s ig n if ic a n t  r e c r u i t  fo r  Jones in  1854. D o u b tless , th e re  were 

o th e r union men in  a  s im ila r  p o s i t io n .  None of them supported  th e  Labor 

P a rliam en t, o r  became involved in  th e  in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r movement u n t i l  

th e  e a r ly  1860s when th e  movement's n a tu re  and o b je c t iv e s  were q u ite  

d i f f e r e n t .  Jones m issed an o ther o p p o rtu n ity  to  c re a te  th e  mass movement 

th a t  was n ecessa ry  fo r  th e  achievem ent o f th e  in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r  move

m en t's  g o a ls .

Jo n e s ' b e s t  e f f o r t  a t  c re a t in g  a mass a g i ta t io n  came in  th e  

f a l l  o f 1854 when Louis Napoleon pardoned Armand B arbés, a  form er compan

ion  o f B lanqui. Jones se ized  th e  o ccasion  to  in v i te  Barbés to  a  w orking- 

c la s s  re c e p tio n  in  London. He fea red  th e  i l l u s t r i o u s  re v o lu tio n a ry  would 

f a l l  in to  th e  hands o f "sham dem ocrats and c h a r la ta n s ,"  as had Kossuth in  

1851. A Welcome Committee was e s ta b lis h e d , b u t i t  was broadened a t  th e  

Com m ittee's next m eeting to  become a Welcome and P ro te s t  Committee in

53Gammage, C h a r t is t  Movement, pp. 394-95; K arl Marx to  F r ie d r ic h  
E ngels, February 13, 1855, in  S a v il le ,  E rnest Jones: C h a r t i s t , pp. 238-
39; and Buchanan, "Trade Unions and P u b lic  O pinion, 1850-75," pp. 228-29.

^^Briggs, Victorian People, p. 172.
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o rd e r to  a lso  p r o te s t  th e  coming s t a t e  v i s i t  o f Louis Napoleon. On th e  

Committee were Jo n es , F in len  and s e v e ra l  o th e rs  of C h a r t is t  and i n t e r 

n a t io n a l i s t  background such as George H arriso n , W illiam  Slocombe and 

55J .  B. Leno. The Committee met tw ice weekly throughout November. 

Although Barbés d e c lin ed  to  a tte n d  th e  c e le b ra tio n  due to  i l l  h e a l th ,  

two p o s i t iv e  a c tio n s  were undertaken . Support from a re a s  o u ts id e  London 

t r i c k le d  in  from N ew castle, B am ley  and N o t t i n g h a m . S e c o n d ,  a t  th e  

November 26 Committee m eeting a  d e p u ta tio n  o f French e x i le s  a c tin g  fo r  

M. Schoelcher a tte n d ed  and sought to  jo in  th e  Committee. Jones d ec lin ed  

t h e i r  o f f e r  because he wanted a  genuine B r i t i s h  ex p re ss io n . They acq u i

esced  bu t s t i l l  o f fe re d  to  h e lp . George H a rriso n ’s response rev ea led  

th e  b a s ic  i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t  in c l in a t io n  o f t h i s  group:

The sooner we s in k  n a t i o n a l i t i e s ,  th e  sooner we w i l l  be f r e e .
We a re  th e  oppressed  o f England, b u t th e  s o ld ie r s  o f a l l .  Our 
creed  i s :  U n iv e rsa l Democracy—th e  w orld a  re p u b lic ,  and
everyman a  b r o th e r .57

In te rn a t io n a l  ph ilo so p h y , re fu g ee  sympathy and a d e s ir e  fo r  mass p u b lic

support were e s s e n t i a l  to  th e  Committee’s su ccess . S h o r tly , th ey

pursued a l l  th re e .

They announced th e i r  p u b lic  m eeting fo r  December 4 in  th e  H a ll

o f S c ience , H olbom . I t  was chosen to  commemorate Napoleon’s December 4 ,

1851, m assacre fo llo w in g  th e  coup d ’e t a t .  R eso lu tio n s  a g a in s t  th e

a l l ia n c e  w ith  France and in  fav o r o f E ng lish  a l l ia n c e s  w ith  th e  P o le s ,

p . 4.
56

^^P eople’s P ap e r, October 21, 1854, p . 4 and O ctober 28, 1854,

Ibid., November 4, 1854, p. 1 and November 11, 1854, p. 4.
^^Ibid., December 2, 1854, p. 4.
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Hungarians and I t a l i a n s  were approved. An amendment su p p o rtin g  th e

French a l l ia n c e  f a i l e d  fo r  la c k  o f a second. Jones made an e x c e lle n t

speech in  which he challenged  Englishmen to  support th e  n a t io n a l i t i e s

because " . . .  th ey  who b a r te re d  th e  l i b e r ty  o f o th e rs  w i l l  never be

58re c ip ie n ts  o f t h e i r  own." The Welcome and P r o te s t  Committee had 

achieved i t s  immediate g o a l o f a  p u b lic  m eeting d e sp ite  p o lic e  h a ra s s 

ment. The p o lic e  had rip p ed  down i t s  p la c a rd s  and p re ssu red  ta v e rn

59owners in to  re fu s in g  them m eeting space . P o lic e  o b se rv a tio n  o f 

p o te n t ia l  re v o lu t io n a r ie s  rem ained a c o n s is te n t  p o lic y .

F resh  from th i s  su cc e ss , th e  Committee decided to  become 

perm anent. A fte r  c o n s id e ra b le  squ ab b lin g , two o rg a n iz a tio n s  were c re a te d . 

S ince Jones hoped to  use th e  a g i ta t io n  to  re v iv e  C hartism , a  London  ̂’ 

O rgan ization  Committee was s e t  up to  a c t  a s  th e  London branch  o f th e  NCA. 

F in len  broke ranks w ith  Jones when Jones fo rced  upon th e  LOC a European 

rep u b lican  em phasis. Jones argued th a t  C hartism  needed to  seek  democ

racy  a t  home and an a l l i a n c e  w ith  democracy ab road . He thought new l i f e  

could be in fu sed  in to  Chartism  by re o rg a n iz in g  under th e  C h arte r th e  

s o c ia l  program o f th e  Convention o f 1851 and of th e  Labor P arliam en t o f 

1854 and th e  u n iv e rs a l  g o a ls  o f th e  dem ocratic re p u b lic .  In  t h i s  Jones 

p r e v a i l e d . I n s u l a r  C hartism  had come f a r  s in c e  1839. T h e o re t ic a l ly ,  

Jones p o in ted  to  th e  fu tu r e ,  b u t th e  in te r n a l  d if f e re n c e s  o f re c e n t y ea rs  

made th e  LOC moribund. W ithin a few months i t  g ra c e fu l ly  d isap p ea red .

58P e o p le 's  P ap e r. December 9, 1854, p . 1.

59Ibid., October 14, 1854, p. 6 and December 9, 1854, p. 4.
^^Ibid., February 10, 1855, pp. 4-5.
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The second o ff sp r in g  o f  th e  Barbes v e n tu re  o ffe re d  g re a te r  hope.

The In te r n a t io n a l  Committee emerged from a January  21, 1855, subcommittee

m eeting o f F in le n , Jo n es , Slocombe, R. V. Wood, John Chapman, S e a rle  and

B rew ster w ith  f iv e  French re fu g e e s , who were le d  by A lfred  T a la n d ie r .^ ^

I t  became th e  In te r n a t io n a l  A sso c ia tio n  in  1856 and la s te d  u n t i l  1859.

In  o rg a n iz a tio n , ph ilosophy  and o b je c t iv e s  i t  was th e  su ccesso r o f th e

F r a te rn a l  Democrats and th e  p re c u rso r  o f th e  F i r s t  In te rn a t io n a l  o f 1864.

I t s  h is to r y  has  been w r i t te n  in  g re a t  d e t a i l  e lsew here and w i l l  n o t be 

62r e i t e r a t e d  h e re . R a th e r, t h i s  a n a ly s is  accounts f o r  i t s  f a i l u r e  to  

a s s i s t  th e  in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r  movement ach ieve  i t s  g o a ls .

The I n te r n a t io n a l  Committee was fo rm ally  e s ta b lis h e d  a t  a p u b lic  

m eeting in  S t. M a r t in 's  H a ll on February  27, 1855. An in te r n a t io n a l  

s o c i a l i s t  em phasis predom inated. Jones c h a ired  th e  g a th e rin g  and gave a 

pow erfu l speech in  which he urged  th e  w orking c la s s e s  o f Europe to  coop

e r a te .  Beneath a  la rg e  red  f la g ,  bo rdered  in  w h ite  and in sc r ib e d  w ith  

th e  words "THE ALLIANCE OF THE PEOPLE" Jones c a l le d  fo r  p r o te s t s  a g a in s t  

a l l ia n c e s  w ith  ty r a n ts ,  fo r  h e lp  fo r  th e  n a t i o n a l i t i e s  and fo r  th e  r ig h t s  

o f la b o r . He connected th e  l a t t e r  two o b je c t iv e s  in  a co n c ise  summation 

th a t  smacked of Marxian c la s s  consc io u sn ess:

Thus much f o r  our a l l i a n c e s .  Our f u r th e r  duty  i s  to  r e s to r e  
th e  oppressed  n a tio n s  to  independence. But what independence? I

^^ P eo p le 's  P ap e r, January  27, 1855, p . 4 .
C O

R o th s te in , From C hartism  to  Labourism , pp. 166-81 p re s e n ts  a  
s im p l is t ic  v e rs io n  o f i t ;  Lehning, "The I n te r n a t io n a l  A sso c ia tio n , 1855- 
1859," I n te r n a t io n a l  Review f o r  S o c ia l H is to ry , I I I ,  212-36 i s  d e ta i le d  
and a c c u ra te , and he r e p r in t s  a  number o f sca rc e  documents; B rau n th a l, 
H is to ry  o f th e  I n te r n a t io n a l , I ,  74-83 f i t s  i t  in to  th e  p re lim in a r ie s  
o f  th e  F i r s t  I n te r n a t io n a l ;  and S a v i l le ,  E rn est Jones: C h a r t i s t , pp. 56-
59 d isc u sse s  Jo n es ' r o le  in  i t s  fo rm atio n , b u t does n o t pursue i t  
f u r th e r .
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say " in te r n a l"  as  w e ll as " e x te r n a l ."  Independence from th e  
a r i s to c r a t  and u su re r  w ith in , as  w e ll as from th e  Czar o r  Emperor 
w ith o u t. B e tte r  no Poland th an  a r o y a l i s t  or o l ig a rc h ic  one.
B e tte r  b reak  th e  s c e p tre  o f th e  n a tio n  on th e  graves of i t s  b u rie d  
freemen th an  p la ce  i t  in  any o th e r  than  th e  sovereign  p e o p le ’s 
hands. The oppressed  and crushed  n a tio n s  have n o t b led  and su f
fe red  fo r  t h i s —to  be made a catspaw  o f middle c la s s  l i b e r a l s —an 
E nglish  e le c t io n  c ry —and th en  be l e f t  to  p e r is h . Yes! be f r e e  
Poland! be f r e e  I t a ly !  be f r e e  Hungarians! b u t you a re  no t th e  
only oppressed  n a t i o n a l i t i e s .  We tak e  a n o b le r and w ider view .
For u s , n a tio n  i s  "n o th in g ,"  man i s  " a l l . "  For us th e  oppressed  
n a t io n a l i t i e s  form b u t one: th e  u n iv e rs a l poor o f every land—th a t  
s tru g g le  fo r  l i f e  a g a in s t  th e  n a t io n  o f the  r ic h —th a t  m ighty ra c e  
of which every  man g iv es  h e a l th ,  la b o u r , l i f e  unto s o c ie ty ,  and 
re c e iv e s  s ta r v a t io n ,  d is e a s e , and h o s t i l i t i e s  in  r e tu rn .  Let none 
m isunderstand  th e  te n o r  o f t h i s  m eeting: we beg in  to n ig h t no mere
crusade a g a in s t  an a r is to c r a c y .  We a re  no t h e re  to  p u l l  one 
ty ranny  down on ly  th a t  an o th e r may l iv e  s tro n g e r . We a re  a g a in s t 
th e  ty ran n y  of c a p i t a l  a s  w e ll .  The human ra c e  i s  d iv id ed  between 
s la v e s  and m a ste rs . The p roducers  a re  the  s la v e s — the  id le r s  a re  
th e  m onsters; and th e  id l e r s  ta k e  to  them selves what th e  s lav e s  
produce. We say , th e n , th a t  to  be f r e e ,  th e  workman must be ab le  
to  produce fo r  h im se lf . Work i s  b read—bread i s  l i f e ;  to  f r e e  l i f e  
you must f r e e  lab o u r th a t  g iv es  b re a d . L ib e rty  i s  th e  r ig h t  to  
l iv e  by your own la b o u r , and to  en joy  what your own lab o u r y ie ld s ,  
w ithou t leav e  asked o f any. I f  c a p i t a l  . . .  i s  n ecessa ry  f o r  la b o u r , 
th e  la b o u re r  has a r ig h t  to  th e  n ecessa ry  c a p i t a l ;  and u n t i l  lab o u r 
commands c a p i t a l ,  in s te a d  o f c a p i t a l  commanding lab o u r. I  c a re  n o t 
what p o l i t i c a l  laws you make, what Republic o r Monarchy you own—
"man i s  a s l a v e . "63

Jones th r u s t  th e  s o c ia l  q u e s tio n  to  th e  f o r e f r o n t .  He foresaw

a c la s s  o r ie n te d  s t ru g g le  aimed a t  r e s t ru c tu r in g  s o c ie ty  throughout

Europe. In  sh o r t  o rd e r  th e  F rench , P o lish  and E ng lish  in t e r n a t io n a l i s t s

se n t d e le g a te s  to  s i t  on th e  Committee under Jo n es ’ P residency . In s te a d

of l iv in g  up to  i t s  p rom ises, th e  I n te rn a t io n a l  Committee fo llow ed th e

preceden t o f e a r l i e r  o rg a n iz a tio n s  and confined i t s e l f  to  is s u in g  ad d re sses

and s tag in g  p u b lic  m eetin g s. Due to  an i l ln e s s  Jones r e t i r e d  from th e
64Committee and h is  d i f f i c u l t  work f e l l  to  men o f le s s e r  a b i l i t y .

63P eo p le ’ s P ap e r, March 3 , 1855, p . 4.
64 I b i d . ,  March 24, 1855, p . 5 ; May 19, 1855, p . 5 ;

July 21, 1855, p. 6; and September 29, 1855, p. 6. See also Brock,
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George H a rriso n , W illiam  Slocombe, R. Workman, J .  B. Leno and Mr. Nash 

were incapab le  o f expounding Jo n e s ' v is io n  to  th e  E ng lish  w orkers. They 

were poor im ita tio n s  o f  Jones and Harney and, a lthough  g ran ted  ample 

space in  th e  P eo p le ' s  P ap e r, th ey  f a i l e d  to  in s p i r e  many. To ga in  a c tio n  

from a working c la s s  th a t  basked in  m oderate p ro s p e r ity  and g lo r ie d  in  

w ar-tim e jin g o ism  re q u ire d  s k i l l  as w e ll as d e d ic a tio n .

Furtherm ore, th e  in te rm in a b le  w rangling among th e  re fugees 

hampered c la s s  u n ity . The re fu g ees  c o n s t i tu te d  a  more s ig n i f ic a n t  e le 

ment in  th e  movement th an  th ey  had a t  any tim e s in c e  th e  1851 a r r iv a l  o f 

K ossuth, b u t th ey  cou ld  n o t co o p era te . For example, in  September 1855 

M azzini, L ed ru -R o llin  and Kossuth is su e d  a  m an ifesto  c a l l in g  fo r  a l l  

rep u b lican s  to  u n ite  under t h e i r  b a n n e r . I n  a  po lem ical pamphlet 

Louis Blanc responded; he inform ed th e  th re e  re p u b lic an s  th a t  they  could  

n o t j u s t l y  c laim  th e  a l le g ia n c e  o f a  m a jo rity  o f th e  re p u b lic an s  as long 

as th ey  opposed th e  s o c i a l i s t s .

The p ro p e r method o f ach iev in g  th e i r  o b je c t iv e s  was n o t only 

debated  between in d iv id u a l re fu g ees  b u t was approached from o p p o s ite  ends 

by th e  e x is t in g  o rg a n iz a tio n s . The LAFP a g i ta te d  fo r  P o lish  freedom w ith  

t o t a l  d is re g a rd  fo r  th e  In te r n a t io n a l  Committee. The LAFP s e n t le c tu r e r s

"The P o lish  R evo lu tionary  Commune in  London," S lavonic  and E ast European 
Review. XXXV, 118.

[Louis] K ossuth , [Guiseppe] M azzini, and [A lexander] Ledru- 
R o ll in , M anifesto o f th e  R epublican P a rty  (London: Holyoake and C o.,
1855). For a d d i t io n a l  s ta tem en ts  by M azzini a t  about th e  same tim e see  
Guiseppe M azzini, Two L e tte r s  to  th e  People o f  England on th e  War (London: 
n . p . ,  1855).

Louis B lanc, O bservations on th e  Recent M anifesto  o f K ossuth , 
Ledru R o llin , and M azzini (London: Holyoake and Co. ,  1855). P a r ts  o f
th e  pamphlet were p r in te d  in  th e  P e o p le 's  P aper, October 27, 1855, p . 1 
and R eyno lds's  Newspaper. O ctober 14, 1855, p . 4 .
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throughout th e  coun try  and p e t i t io n s  to  P a rliam en t. I t s  th i r t e e n  

p e t i t io n s  w ith  17,823 s ig n a tu re s  in  1854 and tw en ty -n ine  p e t i t io n s  w ith  

5,585 names up to  May 1855 f a i l e d  to  convince th e  B r i t i s h  government to  

pu t a  P o lish  Legion in  th e  f i e ld  a g a in s t R u ssia . LAFP member Edmund 

B eales, a  London R ad ica l, claim ed th e  same im portance o f P o lish  indepen

dence fo r  European c iv i l i z a t i o n  as d id  th e  I n te rn a t io n a l  Committee. He 

argued w ith in  th e  narrow  con fin es  o f p o l i t i c s  and made no m ention o f th e  

w ider a re a  o f s o c ia l  reform . But then  th e  LAFP had never gone th a t  f a r .^ ^

The in te r n a t io n a l  movement had su ffe re d  from th e  beg inn ing  from 

th e se  in te r n a l  d if f e re n c e s . In  th e  m idst o f  th e  Crimean War, which 

o ffe re d  th e  movement i t s  b e s t  chance o f success s in c e  1848, id e o lo g ic a l 

problems con tinued  to  p lague i t .  E qually  as  bad , th e  advance guard on 

th e  L e ft was la rg e ly  ignored  by i t s  m ajor c o m p e tito rs . E ith e r  th e  mod

e ra te s  had w r i t te n  o f f  any r e a l  th re a t  o f w o rk in g -c la ss  a g i ta t io n  o r th e  

L eft was sim ply too weak to  w arran t the  k ind  o f  o p p o s itio n  th a t  th e  

F ra te rn a l  Democrats had re c e iv e d .

More l ik e ly  th e  L e f t 's  weakness was th e  cause  o f i t s  i s o la t io n ,  

a lthough  i t  managed to  conduct a v ia b le  propaganda campaign. B lanc’s 

c a s t ig a t io n  o f th e  tr iu m v ira te  fo r  th e i r  p re fe re n c e  fo r  v e rb a l a c tio n  

over p h y s ic a l a c tio n  could j u s t  as  e a s i ly  have d e sc rib ed  th e  L e f t .  The 

In te r n a t io n a l  Committee was in tim a te ly  connected w ith  th e  French Commune 

ré v o lu t io n n a ir e , which was one o f th e  most v io le n t  o f th e  re fu g ee  groups. 

An in c id e n t caused by members o f t h i s  group p re sen ted  th e  In te rn a t io n a l  

Committee w ith  a  chance to  m arsh a ll w ork in g -c lass  support fo r  i t s  program.

^ ^ L ite ra ry  A sso c ia tio n  o f th e  F rien d s o f Poland, R eport of th e  
T w en ty -th ird  Annual M eeting, pp. 17, 37, 44-55.
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The m iddle c la s s  was p re sen te d  i t s  o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  a  s im ila r  a t ta c k  on 

a r i s to c r a t i c  government in  January  1855 when J .  A. Roebuck c a l le d  fo r  

an in q u iry  in to  th e  c o n d itio n  o f th e  army a t  S ebastopo l. That a c tio n  

led  d i r e c t ly  to  a change in  governm ents, a g en era l q u es tio n in g  o f  a r i s 

to c r a t ic  s u p e r io r i ty  and a h e ig h ten ed  sense o f m id d le -c la ss  co n sc io u s- 

68n e ss . That th e  w o rk in g -c la ss  spokesmen f a i l e d  to  do th e  same w ith  

th e i r  in c id e n t r e f le c te d  t h e i r  weaknesses and showed th a t  th e  s tre n g th  

o f a r i s t o c r a t i c  government could  s t i l l  be ap p lied  a g a in s t  a w o rk in g -c lass  

a g i ta t io n  o u ts id e  p a rliam en t i f  n o t a g a in s t  m id d le -c la ss  a t ta c k s  w ith in  

W estm inster.

On September 22, 1855, th e  Commune ré v o lu tio n n a ire  c e le b ra te d  

th e  September 1793 French R evo lu tion  a t  th e  John S tr e e t  I n s t i t u t e .  The 

Commune ré v o lu tio n n a ire  had been c re a te d  fo llo w in g  th e  December 2 , 1851, 

coup d 'é t a t .  F é lix  P y a t, G. Jo u rd a in , Marc C a u ss id iè re , J .  B. B oichot, 

A lexander Besson and A lfred  T a la n d ie r  and o th e r  le f t-w in g  B la n q u is ts  and 

s o c i a l i s t s  were i t s  le ad in g  members. I t  communicated w ith  v a r io u s  re v o l

u tio n a ry  s o c ie t ie s  in  F rance and p u b lish ed  L*Homme in  J e rse y ; i t  l e f t  

bo th  th e  French and E ng lish  a u th o r i t i e s  w ith  an uneasy f e e l i n g . A t  

th e  John S tr e e t  m eeting Pyat read  a l e t t e r  addressed  to  Queen V ic to r ia .

He summarily no ted  th e  re fu g e e s ' a p p re c ia tio n  fo r  th e  re fu g e  they  

rece iv ed  in  England and c a s t ig a te d  th e  Queen fo r  h e r re c e n t s t a t e  v i s i t

^^B riggs, V ic to r ia n  P eop le , pp. 52-86.

^^For th e  Commune ré v o lu tio n n a ire  see Payne and G rosshans,
"E x iled  R e v o lu tio n a r ie s ,"  American H is to r ic a l  Review, LXVIII, 964-65; 
B raun thal, H is to ry  of th e  I n te r n a t io n a l , I ,  79; and Lehning, "The I n te r 
n a t io n a l  A sso c ia tio n , 1855-1859," In te rn a t io n a l  Review fo r  S o c ia l H is to ry , 
I I I ,  204-12.
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to  F rance; he charged th a t  th e  m eeting w ith  Napoleon d e n ig ra te d  V ic to r ia 's

honor, th a t  Napoleon was l i t t l e  b e t t e r  th an  a c r im in a l and th a t  England

was a l l i e d  w ith  a u su rp e r . Pyat pub lished  th e  l e t t e r  in  L*Homme on

October 10 and The Times le d  a p u b lic  o u trag e  th a t  r e s u l te d ,  accord ing

to  e a r l i e r  h i s to r i a n s ,  in  th e  J e rse y  e x i le s  be ing  fo rced  o f f  th e  is la n d .

The J e rs e y  ex p u ls io n  was n o t a  sim ple case i  p r e c ip i ta n t

re a c t io n  to  an u n fo r tu n a te  l e t t e r .  R a th er, i t  wa. cu lm ina tion  o f

n e a r ly  a decade o f p o lic e  harassm ent. In  Je rse y  m e n  rtiy 'ded  about 120

French, I t a l i a n ,  German and P o lish  re fu g e es . B».- - : ■ ' g ia  th e  summer o f

1853 Sanders p e r io d ic a l ly  tra v e le d  to  J e rs e y  and a. . t'.. n  : ? ous re p o r ts

concern ing  re fu g ee  a c t i v i t i e s .  He re tu rn e d  to  th e  is la n d  ^any tim es over

th e  n ex t th re e  y e a rs , a s  th e  L t . Governor, Major G enera l F red e ric k  Love,
71pleaded w ith  th e  Home O ffice  f o r  h is  in te l l ig e n c e  s e r v ic e s .

Sanders no ted  th roughou t th e  f a l l  o f  1853 a co rrespond ing

h e ig h ten in g  of a c t i v i t y  in  J e rse y  as th e  E a s te rn  Q uestion  in te n s i f i e d .

He k ep t a  c lo se  watch over th e  Comité r e v o lu t io n n a ir e , th e  i s l a n d 's

branch  of th e  Commune ré v o lu t io n n a ir e , and id e n t i f i e d  i t s  c h ie f s  as

V ic to r Hugo and h i s  two so n s, P ie r r e  Leroux and C h arles  R ib e y ro lle s , who

72had been in  England s in c e  November 1851. A lthough most o f h is  re p o r ts

P e o p le 's  P ap e r, September 29, 1855, p. 6 ; L'Homme, O ctober 10, 
1855; R o th s te in , From C hartism  to  Labourism , pp. 174-75; and Lehning,
"The In te r n a t io n a l  A sso c ia tio n , 1855-1859," In te r n a t io n a l  Review f o r  
S o c ia l H is to ry , I I I ,  215-16.

^H it. Governor [Major G eneral F red e ric k  Love] to  H. W addington, 
September 15 /17 , 1853, H.O. 45/4816; L t . Governor o f J e rse y  to  Henry 
F itz ro y , September 24 /27 , 1853, I b i d . ; L t . Governor o f  J e rse y  to  Henry 
F itz ro y , 3 /6  [no month] 1853, I b i d . ; L t . Governor to  Henry F itz ro y , 
December 6 /9 , 1853, Ib id .  For a  h is to r y  o f Je rse y  see  Alban E. Raggs,
A P opular H is to ry  o f J e rs e y  (Je rse y : W alter E. G uiton , 1895), pp. 136-53.

72Enclosure, Report, July 1, 1853, H.O. 45/4816; Report,
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r e f le c te d  h is  s e r io u s  a t t i t u d e ,  o c c a s io n a lly  Sanders re v e a le d  h is

s u s c e p t ib i l i t y  to  th a t  e v e r -p re se n t tem p ta tio n  o f th e  undercover ag en t:

o v e r-d ra m a tiz a tio n . For example, he noted  th a t  th e  more a f f lu e n t

re fu g e e s , such as Hugo and h is  f r ie n d s ,  f re q u e n tly  re n te d  h o rse s  and met

fo r  d isc u ss io n s  in  open ground a t  is o la te d  p la c e s . Major G eneral Love

b e lie v ed  th e se  m eetings showed th e  s i n i s t e r  in te n t io n s  o f th e se  men who

p u b lic iz e d  th e  d o c tr in e s  o f  so c ia lis m  and communism. Love du ly  noted  th e

appearance o f th e  re fu g ee  jo u rn a l ,  L*Homme, on November 30, 1853, and

73m entioned i t s  propaganda p o te n t ia l .

But th e  approach o f tro u b le  in  Turkey and th e  reopen ing  o f th e

q u estio n  o f th e  n a t i o n a l i t i e s  in  E as te rn  Europe were th e  is s u e s  th a t

caused th e  a u th o r i t ie s  t h e i r  g r e a te s t  concerns in  l a t e  1853. A sm all

group o f U topian S o c ia l i s t  P o les l iv e d  in  J e rs e y . Zeno Sw ietoslaw ski

and C olonel T e le ck i le d  them. T h e ir 1853 c e le b ra t io n  o f th e  1830 P o lish

R evo lu tion  drew th e  a tte n d an c e  o f Hugo, Leroux and R ib e y ro lle s . I t  a lso

caught Major G eneral L o v e 's  a t t e n t io n ,  as d id  a  November 29 g a th e r in g  o f
74250 re fu g ees  and t h e i r  sym path izers who d iscu ssed  th e  E a s te rn  Q uestion .

By 1855 J e rs e y  had become th e  most s e r io u s  c e n te r  o f  le f t-w in g  

re fu g ee  a g i t a t io n .  The Commune ré v o lu tio n n a ire  m ain ta ined  r e la t io n s  w ith

September 13, 1853, I b id . ;  P roceed ings o f th e  French and Hungarian 
P o l i t i c a l  Refugees in  J e r s e y , O ctober 10, 1853, I b id . ;  R eport, November 
8 /10 , 1853, I b i d . ; and R ep o rt, November 19, 1853, Ib id .

7 3 R eport, O ctober 15, 1853, H.O. 45/4816 and L t . Governor o f 
J e rse y  to  Henry F itz ro y , O ctober 19/22, 1853, Ib id .

^^L t. Governor o f J e rs e y  to  Henry F itz ro y , December 3 /6 , 1853, 
H.O. 45/4816 and L t. Governor o f  J e rse y  to  H. Waddington, December 10/13 , 
1853, Ib id .  See a ls o .  Brock, "Zeno S w ie toslaw sk i,"  American S lav ic  and 
E ast European Review, X II I , 566-87.
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th e  In te rn a t io n a l  Committee and i t s  n a t io n a l  s o c ie t i e s ,  Deutsche

A rb e ite rb ild in g s v e re in , th e  NCA and Lud P o ls k i . L ’Homme, which

R ib e y ro lle s  e d ite d  and which opera ted  under th e  ownership o f Count

P ia n c ia n i, had become th e  prim ary non-E nglish  o u t le t  fo r  th e  re fu g e e s .

I t  and th e  re fu g ees  were a  c o n s ta n t i r r i t a n t  to  Napoleon. Sergean t

Sanders had spen t a co n sid e rab le  p a r t  o f  1854 and 1855 on th e  is la n d

75w atching th e se  men.

The a u th o r i t ie s  in  London became more re a c tio n a ry  th an  in  e a r l i e r  

p e r io d s . Palm erston was appo in ted  Prime M in is te r  on February 4 , 1855, 

fo llow ing  th e  su c c e ss fu l Roebuck m otion. P a lm ersto n ’s e a r l i e r  m oderate 

a t t i t u d e  toward re fugee  a c t i v i t i e s  changed once he occupied h is  new 

o f f ic e .  He d iscovered  th a t  tak in g  on th e  le a d e rsh ip  o f th e  coun try  in  

th e  dep ths o f th e  Crimean debacle  re q u ire d  th a t  he a c t  w ith  s t r e n g th .  His 

Home S e c re ta ry , Grey, had never sym pathized w ith  th e  re fugees and th e  E a rl 

of C larendon, who stay ed  a t  th e  Foreign  O ff ic e , was su sc e p tib le  to  fo re ig n  

p re s su re  re g a rd in g  th e  re fu g e es . In  a d d itio n  to  th e se  c ircu m stan ces . 

Love’s accoun ts of even ts  in  J e rs e y  proved in s tru m e n ta l. He re p o r te d  to  

th e  Home O ffice  th a t  th e  re fu g ees  held  s e c re t  m eetings to  p lan  th e  

a s s a s s in a t io n  o f th e  Emperor and th a t  they  smuggled books and pam phlets 

in to  F rance. He c a lle d  them dangerous p e o p l e . T h e n  the b ro th e r  o f  th e

L t. Governor o f J e rse y  to  Henry F itz ro y , M .P ., A p ril  15, 1854, 
H.O. 45/5180; L t. Governor Love to  H. Waddington, January  10, 1855,
H.O. 45/6188; L t. Governor Love to  Henry F itz ro y , March 2 /6 , 1855, I b i d . ;  
and L t. Governor Love to  H. Waddington, September 28/O ctober 2, 1855, 
Ib id . For two of Sanders 1854 re p o r ts  see  P o lic e  R eport: P o l i t i c a l
Refugees in  Je rse y , J .  Sanders, A p ril 26, 1854, H.O. 45/5180 and P o lic e  
R eport: P o l i t i c a l  R efugees, J .  Sanders, May 15, 1854, Ib id .

45/6188.
^̂ Lt. Gov. Love to H. Waddington, March 31/April 3, 1855, H.O.
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P ia n o r i t r i e d  and f a i l e d  to  k i l l  Napoleon. The E ng lish  a u th o r i t ie s  

b e liev ed  th a t  he had f le d  to  J e rs e y ; Sanders was se n t th e re  in  th e  l a t e  

summer o f 1855 under d i r e c t  o rd e rs  from Grey, as  tra n sm itte d  through 

Mayne, to  in v e s t ig a te .  Although he could no t lo c a te  th e  man, te n s io n s
77

remained h igh .

The d e c is iv e  communication in  th e  c r i s i s  came from Love. He 

w rote to  Grey on August 4 th a t :

The conduct of th e  Refugees has a lre a d y  had a very  s e r io u s  
e f f e c t  in  dem oraliz ing  the  youth o f th e  Is la n d , many of whom have 
become Red R epublicans. I t  i s  th e  decided opin ion  of most o f th e  
re sp e c ta b le  in h a b ita n ts  of th e  I s la n d , as w e ll as my own, and 
which I  have b e fo re  in  ray correspondence exp ressed , th a t  th e  
re s id en ce  o f th e  Refugees . . . w i l l  be o f in c a lcu a b le  m isch ief 
to  th e  in h a b ita n ts  of th e  Is la n d  and end in  a l ie n a t in g  th e  J e rse y  
g en e ra tio n  from England and th e  Government.78

Upon the  s tre n g th  o f  th e  re fu g e e s ' th r e a t  to  th e  m oral f ib r e  and p o l i t i 

c a l  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f th e  i s l a n d 's  in h a b ita n ts  th e  Government p repared  to  

a c t .  Palm erston w rote:

I  th in k  th e se  French e x i le s  ought to  be se n t away from th e  
Channel Is la n d s  where they a re  doing f a r  more m isch ief to  France 
and England than  they  could accom plish in  London. The b e s t  way 
would be to  send them o ff  g ra d u a lly . The most v io le n t  f i r s t .
The r e s t  by in s ta l lm e n ts .7?

The d e c is io n  to  remove th e  J e rse y  e x i le s  was reached in  August n o t in

O ctober, as was so long though t. The open l e t t e r  to  th e  Queen m erely

allow ed th e  p o l ic y 's  fu l f i l lm e n t .

W. Hammond to  H. Waddington, Ju ly  31, 1855, H.O. 45/6188; 
Sanders to  S ir  R ichard Mayne, August 4, 1855, I b id . ;  L t . Gov. Love to  
S ir  George Grey, August 7, 1855, I b id . ;  R eport, Sanders, August 9, 
1855, I b id . ;  and Memo, Sanders, August 12, 1855, Ib id .

45/6188.
78L t. Gov. Love to  S ir  George Grey, August 4 , 1855, H.O.

^̂ Memo, Palmerston, August 14, 1855, H.O. 45/6188.
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Sanders reappeared  in  J e rse y  in  l a t e  September and re tu rn ed

r e p o r ts  to  h is  s u p e r io rs  confirm ing th e  inflam m atory and dangerous n a tu re

of th e  re fu g e es . He re in fo rc e d  p rev ious d e p re c ia to ry  views of them in

n o tin g  th a t  th ey  freq u en ted  th e  "low beer shops" o f  w orkers in  o rd e r to

gain  th e  lower c l a s s ’s a l le g ia n c e .  F urtherm ore, he no ted  th e  e x is te n c e

of a  re g u la r  correspondence between J e r s e y , F rance, London, Belgium and

th e  U nited  S ta te s  and th a t  th e  J e r s e y  re fu g ees  claim ed an a l l ia n c e  w ith

th e  C h a r t i s t s .  Sanders la b e l le d  th e  re fu g e e s ’ conduct "infam ous" and

fe a red  a  d is tu rb a n c e  m ight occur between them and th e  lo c a l  p o p u la tio n

80which d is l ik e d  them. H is re p o r ts  were o r d in a r i ly  a c c u ra te  and he was 

le s s  in c lin e d  to  ex ag g era te  o r c r e a te  s i tu a t io n s  th an  h is  p red ecesso rs  

in  th e  spying b u s in e s s , a lthough  he c e r ta in ly  g ive  h is  su p e r io rs  inform a

t io n  th a t  conformed to  t h e i r  p re d is p o s i t io n s .  His p re d ic t io n  came t ru e  

when fo llow ing  th e  O ctober 10th p r in t in g  of th e  l e t t e r  to  V ic to r ia  a  

crowd o f 2,000  lo c a ls  dem onstrated  a g a in s t  th e  con tinuance  of th e  r e fu 

gees on th e  is la n d . Love e x e rc ise d  th e  p e rm ission  Grey had g ran ted  him

on th a t  same day to  e x p e ll  th e  troub lem akers and s e n t R ib e y ro lle s ,
81P ia n c ia n ian d  Thomas, L ’Homme’s p r i n t e r ,  to  G uernsey. That a c tio n  

r e s u l te d  in  t h i r t y - f i v e  re fu g e es  s ig n in g  a p la ca rd  p ro te s t in g  th e  expu l

s io n . In  an a c t  o f d e l ib e r a te  p ro v o ca tio n , i t  was p r in te d  in  L ’Homme 

and d is t r ib u te d  th roughou t J e rs e y . Inc luded  in  t h i s  group were V ic to r 

Hugo and h is  two sons. Palm erston  made th e  d e c is io n  to  e x p e ll  them.

O rt

R eport, Sanders, O ctober 5, 1855, H.O. 45/6188.

81Sanders to  C apt. Labalm ondiere (Commissioner o f P o lic e , 
J e r s e y ) ,  O ctober 14, 1855, H.O. 45/6188; H. Waddington to  L t. Gov. Love, 
O ctober 10, 1855, I b i d . ;  and L t. Gov. Love to  H. Waddington, O ctober 18, 
1855, Ib id .  For an account of th e  J e rse y  in h a b i ta n ts ' m eeting see 
J e rs e y  Independent, O ctober 20, 1855, p. 3 .
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Love suppressed  L'Homme and sen t th e  l a s t  o f t h i s  group to  Guernsey on

November 3. The e n t i r e  p ro je c t  proceeded p eaceab ly , a lthough  one

re fu g ee  had th e  l a s t  word when he shouted from th e  boat as i t  p u lled
82away, "Vive La R epublique U n iv e rsa lle  e t  s o c i a l ."  B efore d e p a rtin g  th e  

is la n d  Sanders inform ed h is  s u p e r io rs  th a t  q u ie t p re v a ile d  a g a in . He 

claim ed th a t  a sm all number of J e rse y  re s id e n ts  had provoked th e  re fu g e e s ' 

p la ca rd  d e c la ra t io n  th rough  t h e i r  p e r s i s te n t  e f f o r t s  to  i n c i t e  th e  fo r 

e ig n e rs . His conclud ing  rem ark f o r e to ld  d i f f i c u l t  tim es fo r  th e  au th o r

i t i e s  in  London:

I  am f u r th e r  inform ed th a t  Reynolds, E rn es t Jo n es , M azzin i,
Ledru R o llin , K ossuth and many o th e r Refugees a re  no t s tra n g e rs  
to  th e  d is tu rb a n c e s  in  London, and th a t  t h e i r  o b je c t i s  to  keep 
up th e  excitem en t; t h e i r  o n ly  o b je c t i s  to  push th e  people  to
v io le n c e .83

The i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t s  f a i l e d  to  f u l f i l l  S an d ers ' p re d ic t io n , 

a lthough  they  p re ssed  t h e i r  case  b e fo re  th e  E n g lish  w orker. An a g i ta t io n  

commenced im m ediately . Jones and th e  I n te r n a t io n a l  Committee dominated 

i t .  P ia n c ia n i s e t  th e  to n e  o f th e se  m eetings in  a  l e t t e r  to  th e  P e o p le 's  

Paper in  which he charged th a t  th e  l e t t e r  to  th e  Queen had provided  bu t

82 For th e  p la c a rd  see  " D e c la ra tio n ,"  H.O. 45/6188; i t  was a lso  
p r in te d  in  L ' Homme, O ctober 24, 1855, and P e o p le 's  P ap er, November 11, 
1855, pp. 1, 6 . For Hugo see Kenneth Ward Hooker, The F o rtunes of 
V ic to r Hugo in  England (New York: Columbia U n iv e rs ity  P re s s , 1938),
pp. 105-42. B rie f  accoun ts  o f th e  ex p u lsio n  a re  in  Raggs, A Popular 
H is to ry  of J e r s e y , pp. 143-44 and Lehning, "The In te r n a t io n a l  A ssocia
t io n ,  1855-1859," In te r n a t io n a l  Review f o r  S o c ia l H is to ry , I I I ,  215-16. 
For th e  r e le v a n t  correspondence see  Lord Palm erston  to  S ir  George Grey, 
O ctober 23, 1855, H.O. 45/6188; L t. Gov. o f  J e rs e y  to  H. Waddington, 
O ctober 25, 1855, I b i d . ;  L t . Gov. Love to  H. Waddington, O ctober 27, 
1855, I b id . ;  L t. Gov. Love to  H. W addington, O ctober 31, 1855, I b id . ;  
and L t . Gov. Love to  H. W addington, November 3 , 1855, Ib id .

83Police Report: Jersey Exiles, Sanders, November 20, 1855,
H.O. 45/6188.
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84th e  excuse to  e x p e ll  them and th a t  th e  p o lic e  had p e rsecu ted  them.

Throughout November th e  in c id e n t re c e iv e d  sym pathetic  coverage in

se v e ra l new spapers. B esides Jo n e s ’ p ap er, th e  Morning A d v e r tis e r ,

Reynolds*s Newspaper, and th e  Reasoner p re sen te d  London read e rs  w ith

numerous s to r i e s .  In  th e  p ro v in ces  th e  N ew castle G uard ian , Glasgow

S e n tin e l , th e  B r i s to l  M ercury, th e  M anchester Examiner, th e  Birmingham

J o u rn a l , th e  G ateshead O bserver, th e  Devenport and Plymouth T eleg raph ,
85th e  Leeds Freeman and o th e rs  fo llow ed  th e  London p a p e rs ’ le ad .

As in  th e  p a s t ,  p u b lic  p r o te s t  m eetings were h e ld . In  London 

fo u r d em o n stra tio n s  were convened to  ex p ress  sympathy w ith  th e  re fu g e e s . 

S ev era l o f th e  re fu g e es  a tte n d ed  th e  g a th e r in g  h e ld  on New Y ears’ Eve 

and Jones spoke a t  two o th e rs .  A ll were p e a c e fu l. A lthough th e  i n t e r 

n a t io n a l i s t s  recogn ized  th e  J e rs e y  ex p u lsio n  as  a r e a l  th r e a t ,  they  were 

unab le  to  m a rsh a ll a  g re a t  pop u la r o u tb u rs t of su p p o rt. The in te n s i ty  

and em otion o f e a r l i e r  a g i ta t io n s  under s im ila r  c ircum stances were m iss

ing from t h e i r  speeches and a d d re sse s . The movement in  London was m ori

bund. I t s  v i t a l i t y  was sapped due to  y ears  o f d isap p o in tm en ts, in te r n a l

86squabbles and f a i l u r e s .  In  th e  p ro v in ces  p r o te s t  m eetings were con

ducted  a t  Glasgow, P a is le y  and N ew castle. At P a is le y  an audience l i s 

tened  to  James F in len  and drew up a t r a d i t i o n a l  r e s o lu t io n  of p r o te s t ,  

b u t a t  Glasgow a storm y m eeting was h e ld . Under th e  chairm anship o f

^^P eop le’ s P a p e r, O ctober 20, 1855, p . 5 and October 27, 1855,
p . 5.

8 5 See Hooker, V ic to r Hugo, p . 120.

86For th e se  m eetings see  th e  P eo p le ’s P a p e r, November 17, 1855, 
p. 1; November 24, 1855, p . 5; January  5 , 1856, p . 5; and Hooker,
V ic to r  Hugo, p . 130.
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James H o ir, an o ld  F ra te rn a l  Democrat now a c i ty  c o u n c il lo r ,  F in le n  

and Edward Masson, e d i to r  of th e  r a d ic a l  S c o ttish  D aily  News, le v ie d  

charges o f French in te r fe re n c e  and launched a  v ic io u s  d ia t r ib e  a g a in s t

Napoleon, the  E ng lish  a r is to c r a c y  and th e  Queen's government. That was

87too much and th e  crowd h is se d  them down. The temper of S c o ttis h  

in te rn a tio n a lis m  had cooled; in  th e  days of F ra te rn a l Democrat a g i ta t io n  

and H arney 's  f a l l  1851 t r a v e ls  through Sco tland  such dem onstrations had 

been rece iv ed  sy m p a th e tic a lly . The m id d le -c la ss  id e a l  had trium phed.

Although th e  a g i ta t io n  f a i l e d ,  th e  "o ld" in te r n a t io n a l i s t  

Harney occupied a c e n tr a l  p o s i t io n  in  i t .  On November 12 Cowen's New

c a s t l e  Foreign A ffa irs  Committee met to  p ro te s t  th e  J e rse y  ex p u ls io n .

The Committee passed two re s o lu t io n s :  one charged th e  government w ith

an a r b i t r a r y  a c tio n  th a t  was c o n tra ry  to  th e  s p i r i t  o f th e  c o n s t i tu t io n ;  

th e  o th e r  la b e l le d  th e  expu lsion  an " a c t o f c r im in a li ty "  and c a lle d  upon 

Englishmen to  r e s i s t  any government e f f o r t  to  reim pose an A lien  Act on 

th e  re fu g e es . Copies were sen t to  Palm erston , Grey, C larendon, Love,

Hugo, P ia n c ia n i, Herzen, W orcell, L ed ru -R o llin , Kossuth, R ib e y ro lle s ,

88Pyat and th e  Committee o f P o lish  E x ile s . Harney had moved to  Je rse y  

in  th e  summer o f 1855. Although he  p layed  no p a r t  in  th e  l e t t e r  a f f a i r  

i t s e l f ,  he ac ted  as  Cowen's in te rm ed ia ry  and d e liv e red  th e  Newcastle

87Hooker, V ic to r Hugo, p . 130 and P e o p le 's  P ap er, December 8 ,
1855, p. 1.

88 "Notes on a speech a t  a  p u b lic  m eeting of th e  N ew castle on 
Tyne Foreign A ffa irs  Committee on th e  expu lsion  o f th e  J e rse y  E x ile s , 
[Joseph Cowen, ju n io r ] ,  November 17, 1855, A .398, Cowen C o lle c tio n ; 
C u ttin g , R eyno lds's  Newspaper, November 17, 1855, A.416, I b id . ;  and 
Jo s . Cowen, ju n . to  S ir  George Grey, November 20, 1855, and Jo s . Cowen, 
ju n . to  V ic to r Hugo, November 19, 1855, A.420, Ib id .
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89g ro u p 's  l e t t e r  co n ta in in g  th e  re s o lu tio n s  to  Hugo. H arney 's  s ta tu r e

remained h igh  among H ugo's c i r c l e .  Hugo's son , F ra n c o is , and P ia n c ia n i

m ain tained  a correspondence w ith  him. They asked fo r  h i s  a id  and good

o f f ic e s  to  gain  access  to  E ng lish  in t e r n a t io n a l i s t s ,  such as Cowen, and

to  sym pathetic  new spapers, and sought h is  adv ice  about th e  p u b lic a tio n

o f an E nglish  t r a n s la t io n  o f a pamphlet th a t  V ic to r Hugo w rote to  p re -

90se n t h is  v e rs io n  o f th e  ex p u ls io n . In  a d d it io n , Harney w rote a  s e r ie s

o f  a r t i c l e s  fo r  th e  R easoner. A lthough he produced no p roof then  o r

years  l a t e r  in  a  rem in iscen ce , he b e liev ed  th a t  B o n ap a rtis t sp ie s  and

91agen ts were re sp o n s ib le  fo r  th e  expu lsio n . N othing came o f h is  e f f o r t s .

The Je rse y  E xpulsion  Committee achieved l i t t l e  more. I t s

e f f o r t s  to  r a i s e  a s u b sc r ip tio n  f o r  th e  e x ile s  proved f u t i l e .  On

November 19 i t  had £4 12s 6d on hand; a week l a t e r  i t s  accounts had

92dipped to  £1 14s 4d. No a d d it io n a l  re p o r ts  were p r in te d . This c o l

le c t io n  d riv e  f e l l  s h o r t  o f any p rev ious e f f o r t .  In te rn a tio n a lis m  could 

genera te  n e i th e r  m onetary support nor c la s s  en thusiasm  in  th e  m idst o f  

i t s  l a s t  chance to  ach iev e  i t s  goa ls  through re v o lu tio n a ry  means. A fte r 

th e  New Y ears ' Eve m eeting no f u r th e r  a g i ta t io n  was mounted to  h e lp  th e  

e x i le s .

89Black and B lack , e d s . .  The Harney P ap e rs , p . 114, fo o tn o te  6 ; 
fo r  an elem entary  d isco u rse  by a J e rse y  stonemason and communist see 
Norman Le Brocq, "George J u l ie n  [s i c ] Hamey in  J e r s e y ,"  Marxism Today,
XV (December, 1971), 366-68.

90For th e  l e t t e r s  o f F ranco is V ic to r Hugo and L u ig i P ia n c ia n i to  
Harney see  B lack and B lack, e d s . .  The Harney P ap ers , pp. 113-17, 137-39.

9 1 R easoner, December 16, 1855, p . 301, December 23, 1855, p. 309, 
January 6 , 1856, p . 5 , and January  20, 1856, p . 21 and George J u l ie n  [ s i c ] , 
Harney, "V ic to r Hugo in  J e r s e y ,"  Athenaeum, June 20, 1885, p . 791.

92People's Paper. December 8, 1855, p. 4.
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The y ear 1855 marked th e  h igh  p o in t o f " p ro le ta r ia n "

in te rn a tio n a lis m . P r o le ta r ia n  d is i l lu s io n m e n t su rfaced  in  1855. Jones

sought co o p era tio n  w ith  th e  m id d le -c la ss  A d m in is tra tiv e  Reform A ssoci^

a t io n ,  which had in v i te d  C h a r t is t  c o o p e ra tio n . He d isco v ered  th a t  th e

C ity  men sym pathized l i t t l e  w ith  w orking men and to ld  E ng lish  w orkers

93th a t  th e  m iddle c la s s  was no b e t t e r  than  th e  a r is to c r a c y . He th en

advocated co o p era tio n  w ith  th e  m id d le -c la ss  S ta te  Reform A sso c ia tio n ;

i t  a ls o  f a i l e d .  O 'B rien  and Reynolds opposed any d ea lin g s  w ith  th e

m iddle c la s s .  C onsequently , Jones announced a t  th e  end o f  1855 t h a t  "We

94have found m iddle c la s s  reform ers p o w erless , . . . "  In  May 1856 he
95w rote  to  Holyoake r e je c t in g  a w orking c la s s  and m iddle c la s s  a lignm en t.

At t h i s  ju n c tu re  Jo n es ' thoughts were confused .

The " re sp e c ta b le s "  emerged from th e  Crimean War v ic to r io u s .  The 

in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r  movement f e l l  to  t h e i r  le a d e rs h ip . The " p r o le ta r 

i a n s '"  demise came ra p id ly . T ensions w ith in  th e  C h a r t is ts  and i n t e r 

n a t io n a l i s t s  re g a rd in g  th e  q u estio n  o f co o p e ra tio n  w ith  th e  m id d le -c la ss  

re fo rm ers c o n tr ib u te d  to  th e  in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r  movement's f a i l u r e  to  

ach iev e  i t s  o b je c t iv e s . The end of th e  Crimean War b rought a d d i t io n a l  

d is i l lu s io n m e n t because th e  E ast European n a t i o n a l i t i e s  were ignored, in  

th e  t r e a ty  th a t  c lo sed  th e  war. Many o f th e  " p ro le ta r ia n s "  who had r i s e n  

to  an o th e r c h a llen g e  d ec lin ed  to  co n tin u e . Furtherm ore, th e  t i e s  between

q 'i
P e o p le 's  P aper, May 5 , 1855, pp . 1, 4 , May 12, 1855, p . 1 , 

and May 19, 1855, p . 1.
94P e o p le 's  P aper. December 29, 1855, p . 1.
95" F r. de J , "  "E rnest Jones and C hartism  c irc a  1856," B u lle t in  

o f th e  In te r n a t io n a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  S o c ia l H is to ry , V (1950), 103-104.
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th e  re fu g e es  and th e  E nglish  i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t s  weakened. For example, 

on August 10, 1856, th e  I n te rn a t io n a l  Committee became th e  In te rn a t io n a l  

A sso c ia tio n . A lthough th e  C h a r t is ts  were s t i l l  one o f i t s  fo u r so c ie 

t i e s ,  no prom inent Englishman of th e  e a r l i e r  p e rio d  p a r t ic ip a te d  in  th i s  

p r o le ta r ia n ,  s o c i a l i s t  re v o lu tio n a ry  o rg a n iz a tio n —and no new Englishmen 

o f s im i la r  s t a tu r e  re p la ce d  them. The I n te r n a t io n a l  A sso c ia tio n , u n lik e  

th e  F r a te rn a l  Dem ocrats, was predom inantly  a  re fu g ee  group. I t s  mani

f e s to e s  were d i s t r ib u te d  w ith in  a  sm all c o te r ie  o f in te r n a t io n a l  e x ile s  

who read  a  few fo re ig n  re v o lu tio n a ry  new spapers. R e la tiv e ly  l i t t l e  news 

about t h i s  group reached  E nglish  w orkers, o r  fo r  th a t  m a tte r , th o se  who 

rem ained o f  th e  E ng lish  in t e r n a t io n a l i s t s .^ ^  S ergean t Sanders advanced 

t h i s  breakdown in  communication between th e  re fu g ees  and th e  E n g lish .

Between J u ly  and November he sp en t £402 5s 12d to  send re fu g ees  to  New
97York C ity . In  1856 he d isp e rse d  £881 I s  5d fo r  th e  same b u s in e ss .

In  an o th er a re a  th e  trium ph o f  r e s p e c t a b i l i t y  i s  e v id e n t.

E rn es t Jones was s t i l l  a prom inent le a d e r  in  th e  la b o r  movement, b u t on 

th e  q u e s tio n  o f reform  h is  views had changed. By 1860 he had r e t i r e d  

from a c t iv e  p a r t i c ip a t io n  and moved to  M anchester where he took  up h is  

le g a l  p r a c t ic e ,  a lthough  he was a c t iv e  in  L an cash ire  w o rk in g -c la ss  p o l i 

t i c s  u n t i l  h i s  d ea th  in  1869. W. E Adams d e sc rib e d  Jo n es ' appearance 

a t  about t h i s  tim e:

Lehning, "The In te r n a t io n a l  A sso c ia tio n , 1855-1859," 
In te r n a t io n a l  Review of S o c ia l H is to ry , I I I ,  222-36 and B rau n th a l, 
H is to ry  o f th e  I n te r n a t io n a l , I ,  79-83.

97Account o f Expenses fo r  th e  D ep artu re  o f French P o l i t i c a l  
Refugees to  New York, 1855, Mepol. 2/43 and D ra ft o f Em igration Expenses 
fo r  1856, Ib id .
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E rn es t Jones k ep t th e  o ld  f la g  f ly in g  t i l l  he alm ost s ta rv e d  
in to  su rre n d e r . When n e a r i t s  l a s t  gasp , he was in  th e  h a b it  o f 
ad d ress in g  o p e n -a ir  assem blages on Sunday mornings in  Copenhagen 
F ie ld s ,  now th e  s i t e  o f S m ith fie ld  C a t t le  M arket. I  walked from 
a d is ta n t  p a r t  o f London, th rough m iles o f s t r e e t s ,  to  h ear him.
I t  was during  th e  In d ian  M utiny. The o ld  fe rv o u r and th e  o ld  
eloquence were s t i l l  to  be n o ted . But th e  pinched face  and th e  
th re a d b a re  garm ents to ld  o f t r i a l  and s u f fe r in g .  A shabby co a t 
bu tto n ed  c lo se  up round th e  th ro a t  seemed to  conceal th e  pov erty  
to  which a  to o  f a i t h f u l  adherence to  a l o s t  cause had reduced
h im .98

Jo n es ' c o n d itio n  worsened u n t i l  he was fo rced  to  s e l l  th e  P e o p le 's  Paper

to  J .  B ax ter Langley; by then  he was reduced to  begging f r ie n d s  such as

99Robert Owen fo r  money.

Jones began o rg an iz in g  th e  l a s t  C h a r t is t  conference  in  A p ril  

1857. I t  f i n a l l y  convened on F ebruary  8 , 1858. H is p ro p o sa l th a t  c e r

t a in  m id d le -c la ss  re fo rm ers  a l ig n  w ith  th e  C h a r t is ts  u n d e rlin e d  h is  

b e la te d  conversion  to  co o p e ra tio n , b u t s p l i t  th e  few rem aining C h a r t is t  

f a i t h f u l .  He c a l le d  upon th e  m iddle c la s s  to  adopt manhood su ff ra g e  

and th e  a b o l i t io n  o f  p ro p e rty  q u a l i f ic a t io n s  fo r  s i t t i n g  in  P a rliam e n t. 

The p a rlia m e n ta ry  r a d ic a l s  had a lre a d y  reopened th e  reform  q u e s tio n . 

Under th e  le a d e rs h ip  o f Roebuck th ey  had formed a  P a rliam en ta ry  Reform 

Committee in  June o f 1857 to  in c lu d e  a l l  th o se  who had fo rm erly  belonged 

to  Hume's " L i t t l e  C h arte r"  movement, th e  P a rliam en ta ry  and F in a n c ia l 

Reform A sso c ia tio n  o f 1849-55, and th e  A d m in is tra tiv e  Reform A sso c ia tio n  

of 1855. The new g ro u p 's  o b je c t iv e  was a  ra te -p a y in g  s u f f ra g e , n o t man

hood s u f f ra g e , and B rig h t was to  le ad  o u ts id e  th e  Commons in  th e  co u n try .

go
Adams, S o c ia l Atom, I ,  230.

9 9 See E rn es t Jones to  R obert Owen, May 31, 1858, No. 2,959A, 
R obert Owen C orrespondence; E rn es t Jones to  Robert Owen, June 2 , 1858, 
No. 2,959B, I b i d . ;  and E rn est Jones to  Robert Owen, June 3, 1858,
No. 2,959C, Ib id .
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B rig h t s a t  fo r  Birmingham a f t e r  August 1857. His campaign in  1858-59 

f o r  household su ffra g e  fo r  the  boroughs, which he subsequently  reduced 

to  a th ree-pound  r a t in g ,  a ten-pound su ffra g e  fo r  th e  c o u n tie s , r e d is 

t r i b u t io n  and the  b a l lo t  achieved l i t t l e  success  o u ts id e  th e  in d u s t r ia l  

c i t i e s B r i g h t  never in tro d u ced  h is  b i l l  and once again  w ork ing -c lass  

hopes were dashed.

Y et, th a t  was Jo n es ’ goal a t  th e  l a s t  C h a r t is t  Conference. On 

th e  fo u r th  day of i t  v a rio u s  m id d le -c la ss  refo rm ers met w ith  the  Char

t i s t s .  S evera l London tra d e  unions were a lso  re p re se n te d . W illiam  A llan  

and W illiam  Newton of th e  E ngineers were th e  most prom inent of them. A 

sm all d e p u ta tio n  from th e  P a rliam en ta ry  Reform A sso c ia tio n  a tten d ed  

b r i e f l y ,  b u t withdrew. But no p a rliam en ta ry  r a d ic a l  o f any s ta tu r e  

appeared and none were inc luded  in  th e  P o l i t i c a l  Reform League, th e  new 

a s s o c ia t io n  th a t  emerged to  a c t  fo r  th e  Conference in  London. Jones was 

s a t i s f i e d  w ith  th e  C onference’s r e s u l t s .  He was now firm ly  committed to  

co o p era tio n  w ith  o th e r  reform  groups, a lthough  he argued fo r  the  r e te n 

t io n  o f independent a c tio n  fo r  w orkers.

The in te r n a t io n a l i s t s  p layed  no ro le  in  t h i s  reform  a g i ta t io n .  

N e ith e r th e  m id d le -c la ss  groups no r Jo n es’ P o l i t i c a l  Reform League, which 

ended in  l a t e  1858, pa id  any a t te n t io n  to  th e  in te r n a t io n a l  lab o r move

ment. The Crimean War had d is s i l lu s io n e d  Jones and h e , to o , downplayed 

in te r n a t io n a l  is s u e s . The columns o f th e  P eo p le ’s Paper c a r r ie d

^ ^ ^ S a v ille , E rn est Jones; C h a r t i s t , pp. 63-64; G il le s p ie ,
Labor and P o l i t i c s , pp. 147-53; and B rig g s , V ic to r ia n  P eop le , pp. 220-22.

^^^People’s P aper. February  13, 1858, pp. 1 , 4 , 5 , February 20, 
1858, p . 1, and February 27, 1858, p. 1. See a lso  C abinet Newspaper, 
November 27, 1858, p . 1.
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co n sid e rab ly  le s s  fo re ig n  a f f a i r s  news in  1857-58. The In d ian  M utiny,

f o r  example, re ce iv ed  b u t p a ss in g  m ention. F ive years  e a r l i e r  such an

event would have dominated news in  h is  paper. R ather, Jones focused  on

dom estic a f f a i r s .  His de-em phasis o f in te rn a tio n a lis m  was ev id en t in  a

s e r ie s  o f p o l i t i c a l  s o ire e s  th a t  he o ffe re d  between October 7, 1856,

and January  27, 1857. Only one o f th e  f iv e  speeches d e a l t  w ith  fo re ig n

102a f f a i r s ,  and i t  was a la c k lu s te r  a n a ly s is .

To co un ter Jo n es ' P o l i t i c a l  Reform League s e v e ra l  London 

C h a r t is ts  c re a te d  th e  N a tio n a l P o l i t i c a l  Union on February 24, 1858.

They d isapproved of Jo n es ' m id d le -c la ss  co o p era tio n  and rece iv ed  support 

from R eyno lds's  Newspaper. The p ro v is io n a l ex ecu tiv e  o f t h i s  group
103included  T. M. W heeler, W illiam  Slocombe, W illiam  Taylor and J .  B. Leno.

A ll of th e se  men were lo n g -s ta n d in g  in te r n a t io n a l i s t s  and a l l  had r e c e n tly  

cooperated  w ith  Jones on th e  Welcome and P ro te s t  Committee and th e  I n te r 

n a tio n a l  Committee. T h e ir emphasis on th e  C harter r e f le c te d  th e  c lo s e r  

connection  between in te rn a tio n a lis m  and independent w o rk in g -c lass  reform  

than  Jones was now w il l in g  to  a cc e p t.

Jo n es ' new reform  id e as  an tagon ized  Marx and E ngels. In  

November 1857 Marx w rote  to  E ngels;

. . . Jones i s  behaving s tu p id ly . You know th a t  long b e fo re  
th e  c r i s i s —w ith  no d e f in i t e  aim excep t to  f in d  some p re te x t  
fo r  a g i ta t io n  in  th i s  likewarm tim e—he had arranged fo r  a 
C h a r t is t  C onference, to  which bourego is r a d ic a ls  . . . were a lso  
to  be in v ite d .

102For th e se  speeches see  P e o p le 's  Paper, October 11, 1856, 
pp. 1, 4 , November 8 , 1856, pp. 1, 4 , November 29, 1856, pp. 1 , 4 , 5 , 
December 6 , 1856, pp. 1, 4 , December 27, 1856, p . 1 , January  3 , 1857, 
p. 1, January  10, 1857, p . 1 , January  31, 1857, p. 1, and February  7 , 
1857, pp. 1, 4.

103See Seville, Ernest Jones: Chartist, pp. 69-70.
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The a s s  should f i r s t  form a p a r ty , fo r  which he must go to  
th e  fa c to ry  d i s t r i c t s .  Then th e  r a d ic a l  b o u rg e o is ie  w i l l  come
and ask  him f o r  com prom ises.^04

In  January  1858 Marx noted th a t  bo th  Reynolds and O 'B rien  opposed any 

compromise w ith  th e  m iddle c la s s  and accused  Jones of becoming a m id d le - 

c la s s  dupe. Adding in ju ry  to  i n s u l t ,  Marx bemoaned J o n e s ' d is c o n tin u a 

t io n  o f ask ing  h is  a d v i c e . E n g e l s  found cause fo r  g re a te r  d i s p a i r ;

T his b u s in ess  w ith  Jones i s  v e ry  d is g p s tin g . . . . For th e  
r e s t ,  i t  seems to  me th a t  Jo n e s ' new move, taken  in  co n ju n c tio n  
w ith  th e  form er more o r le s s  s u c c e s s fu l a ttem p ts  a t  such an 
a l l i a n c e ,  i s  r e a l ly  bound up w ith  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  E ng lish  p ro 
l e t a r i a t  i s  becoming more and more b o u rg eo is , so th a t  t h i s  most 
bourgeo is  o f a l l  n a tio n s  i s  aim ing u l t im a te ly  a t  th e  p o sse ss io n  
of a bourgeo is a r is to c r a c y  and a  bou rgeo is  p r o l e t a r i a t  aa w e ll
as  a bourgeoisie .lO G

W orking-class in te rn a tio n a lis m  d u ring  th e  Crimean War y e a rs  

m ain ta ined  r a d ic a l  reform  e x p e c ta t io n s , b u t f a i l e d  to  accom plish i t s  own 

go a ls  o r th o se  o f th e  m iddle c la s s  r a d ic a l s .  This p e r io d  w itn essed  a 

p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f in t e r n a t io n a l i s t  o rg a n iz a tio n s , bu t th ey  were a l l  

l im ite d  to  a narrow  segment o f confirm ed a g i ta to r s  and t h e i r  a l l i e d  

re fu g e e s . Aside from U rq u h a r t 's  movement, no in te r n a t io n a l  o rg a n iz a tio n  

gained  a mass fo llo w in g , and th e  3 ,000 U rq u h a rtite s  h a rd ly  swept th e  

coun try  w ith  t h e i r  program. But th e  B r ig h t- le d  movement to  re d e f in e  

p o l i t i c a l  reform , which developed o u t o f th e  m id d le -c la ss  reform  o rg a n i

z a tio n s  o f th e  Crimean p e rio d  and which p e r s is te d  in  s e v e ra l  forms between 

1858 and 1867, d id  a f f e c t  a c o n s id e ra b le  im pact on th e  E ng lish  la b o r

^^^Marx to  E ngels, November 24, 1857, Marx and E ngels, 
Correspondence, 1846-1895, pp. 100-101.

^^^Marx to  E ngels, January  14, 1858, Marx and E ngels, 
Correspondence 1846-1895, p . 102.

^^^Engels to  Marx, O ctober 7 , 1858, Marx and E ngels, 
Correspondence, 1846-1895, p. 115.
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movement. Out o f i t  grew a  c la s s  co o p era tio n  th a t  c o n tr ib u te d  to  th e  

success o f th e  reform  a g i ta t io n  le ad in g  up to  th e  Reform B i l l  o f  1867.

The i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t s '  c o n tr ib u tio n  to  th e  E ng lish  la b o r  movement came 

in  t h e i r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  in p u t in  fu r th e r in g  s o c i a l i s t i c  id e as  among some 

E ng lish  w o rk in g -c la ss  le a d e rs . Gauged in  th e se  term s w o rk in g -c la ss  

in te rn a tio n a lis m  pa led  in to  in s ig n if ic a n c e  b e s id e  m id d le -c la ss  ra d ic a lism .

The i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t s ’ f a i l u r e  to  ach ieve  t h e i r  goa ls  emanated 

from two c ircu m stan ces . F i r s t ,  th e  a u t h o r i t i e s '  s te a d f a s t  r e s i l i e n c e  

co n fro n ted  them a t  every p o in t .  The c a l l  f o r  E ng lish  a s s is ta n c e  to  th e  

East European n a t io n a l i t i e s  to  g a in  t h e i r  freedom was ignored  o r  sup

p re s se d , w hatever i t s  in s p ir a t io n .  Second, th e  i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t s  

squandered what s tre n g th  they  possessed  through t h e i r  i n a b i l i t y  to  d e f in e  

t h e i r  p r i o r i t i e s  reg a rd in g  th e  n a tu re  o f  re fo rm , i t s  r e l a t io n  to  i n t e r 

n a tio n a lism , and where i t  ought to  come f i r s t .  J o n e s ' f l e e t in g  coopera

t io n  w ith  m id d le -c la ss  refo rm ers n e a r  th e  end o f t h i s  p e rio d  on ly  

confused f u r th e r  th e  movement's id e o lo g ic a l  c o n ten t. C onsequently , th e  

Government a c ted  tow ards th e  in te r n a t io n a l  lab o r movement as  i f  i t  were 

becoming pow erless—which i t  was.



CHAPTER V

RESPECTABLE INTERNATIONALISM, 1858-1864

A fte r  th e  Crimean War th e  m id d le -c la ss  r a d ic a l s  le d  th e  q u est 

fo r  p o l i t i c a l  reform  in  England. MacCoby contends th a t  Palm erston  fo re 

s t a l l e d  th e se  reform  e f f o r t s  and th a t  fo re ig n  a f f a i r s  d is t r a c te d  th e  

working c la s s  from seek ing  reform . G il le s p ie  and L even thal b e lie v e  th a t  

th e  is su e s  o f  I t a l i a n  freedom , American s la v e ry  and P o lish  re v o lu tio n  

fu r th e re d  th e  w o rk in g -c la ss  cause through b r in g in g  i t s  le a d e rs  in to  

c lo s e r  c o o p era tio n  w ith  th e  r a d ic a l s  and dem onstra ting  la b o r 's  re s p e c ta 

b i l i t y  and p a t r io t is m .^  In  th e se  y e a rs  an a l l ia n c e  was fo rged  th a t  

enabled m id d le -c la ss  spokesmen to  in f lu e n c e  th e  la b o r  movement. The

working c la s s  accep ted  m iddle c la s s  le a d e rsh ip  and id eo logy ; in  s h o r t ,
2

i t  became re s p e c ta b le . That accep tan ce , when coupled w ith  th e  growth 

of th e  no t-so -new  "New Model" unions and t h e i r  tra n s fo rm a tio n  a f t e r  th e  

1850s in to  a  r e s p e c ta b le  p re s su re  group pu rsu ing  p iecem eal economic
3

le g i s l a t i o n ,  d e a l t  th e  in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r movement i t s  deathblow .

MacCoby, E n g lish  R ad ica lism , 1853-1886, pp. 51-83; G il le s p ie ,  
Labor and P o l i t i c s , pp. 110-11, 213-22; and F. M. L even thal, R espectab le  
R ad ica l; George Howell and V ic to ria n  Working C lass P o l i t i c s  (Cambridge: 
H arvard U n iv e rs ity  P re s s , 1971), pp. 47-53.

2
See Trygve R. T h o lfsen , "The T ra n s it io n  to  Democracy in  V ic

to r ia n  E ngland ," In te r n a t io n a l  Review o f  S o c ia l H is to ry , VI (1961),
226-48.

3
F e l l in g ,  B r i t i s h  Trade Unionism, pp. 50-86 and W. Hamish F ra s e r , 

Trade Unions and S o c ie ty  (London: A llen  and Unwin, 1974).
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R e s p e c ta b il i ty  perm eated th e  in te rn a t io n a l  lab o r movement a f t e r  

th e  Crimean War, b u t n e u tra l iz e d  r a th e r  than  spurred  th e  movement’s  pur

s u i t  of i t s  s o c ia l  and p o l i t i c a l  g o a ls . B rian  H arrison  and P a t r i c ia  

H o llis  argue th a t  th e  la b o r  h is to r ia n s  e r r  in  th e i r  "w rong-turning th eo ry" 

about coopera tion  w ith  th e  m iddle c la s s .^  Y et, th e  evidence o f 1832, o f 

Lord R u s s e l l 's  reform  schemes of th e  e a r ly  1850s and of th e  b i l l s  brought 

forward between 1857 and 1864 in d ic a te s  th a t  th e  m iddle c la s s  no le s s  

than  th e  upper c la s s  had n o t accep ted  la b o r 's  r ig h t f u l  p lace  in  s o c ie ty  

and p o l i t i c s .  Nor d id  W illiam  E. G la d s to n e 's  m an ipu la tions preced ing  

Benjamin D is r a e l i 's  "Leap in  th e  Dark" r e f l e c t  much change in  th a t  

a t t i t u d e .  N e ith e r L ib e ra l p o l i t ic a n s  nor m id d le -c la ss  r a d ic a ls  en v is 

aged w holesale  s o c ia l  and p o l i t i c a l  changes. Since th e  working c la s s  

le a d e rsh ip  now accep ted  t h e i r  s u p e r io r 's  hegemony and gu idance, th e  b e s t  

th e  E nglish  la b o r  movement could expect was piecem eal p a rliam en ta ry  

reform . W orking-class in te rn a tio n a lis m  had no p lace  in  th a t  program. I  

w i l l  argue in  th e  pages below th a t  du ring  th e  a g i ta t io n s  about I t a l y ,  

American s la v e ry  and Poland th e  same r e s p e c ta b i l i ty  th a t  brought about 

c lo se r  c la s s  coo p era tio n  p e n e tra te d  w ork in g -c lass  in te rn a tio n a lis m  to  

such an e x te n t th a t  i t  rendered  i t  in cap ab le  o f pu rsu ing  i t s  reform  

o b je c t iv e s ,  much le s s  o f  ach iev ing  them.

On January  14, 1858, an a ttem pt to  a s s a s s in a te  Louis Napoleon 

I I I  as he a r r iv e d  a t  th e  P a r is  Opera f a i l e d .  The would-be a s s a s s in s ,  

F e lic e  O rs in i and h is  fo u r I t a l i a n  re fu g ee  com p atrio ts , sought to

^B rian H arrison  and P a t r i c i a  H o l l is ,  "C hartism , L ib era lism  
and th e  L ife  o f Robert Lowery," E ng lish  H is to r ic a l  Review, LXXXII 
(Ju ly , 1967), 504.
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encourage th e  Emperor to  a s s i s t  in  th e  c re a tio n  o f an I t a l i a n  s t a t e .  

L uckily  he l iv e d  and, a lthough  h is  m otives d if f e r e d  from th e i r s ,  he  d id  

a id  th e  Kingdom o f S a rd in ia  in  i t s  q u est fo r  an I t a l i a n  n a t io n a l  s t a t e .  

The in v e s t ig a tio n  in to  O rs in i* s  p lo t  e s ta b lis h e d  a connection  between 

th e  f iv e  men and th e  in te r n a t io n a l i s t s  in  England th a t  s t r a in e d  E n g lish - 

French r e l a t io n s .  In  o rd e r to  appease th e  Emperor, P alm erston , th e n  

Prime M in is te r , proposed a C onspiracy to  Murder B i l l .  The w o rk in g -c lass  

response  to  t h i s  e n t i r e  in c id e n t i l l u s t r a t e d  th e  e x te n t o f  " re sp e c ta b le "  

perm eation o f th e  in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r  movement.

The o f f i c i a l  correspondence between Lord C larendon a t  th e  

Foreign  O ffice  and Lord Cowley, th e  Ambassador a t  P a r i s ,  in d ic a te s  th a t  

they  dep lo red  such i r r a t i o n a l  v io le n c e  y e t fought to  r e s t r a i n  th e  French 

o u tb u rs t a g a in s t  E n g lish  law s. Cowley d esc rib ed  th e  s i tu a t io n  in  P a r is  

w ith  candor. Follow ing a co n cise  n a r r a t iv e  of e v e n ts , Cowley s e n t h is  

su p e r io r  on January  17 a  p r iv a te  d isp a tch  in  which he warned o f an 

expected French p r o te s t  a g a in s t  th e  p ro te c t io n  given th e  re fu g ees  in  

England.^ Count Walewski, th e  French Foreign  M in is te r , asked Cowley 

s e v e ra l  h ard  q u e s tio n s . For example, he charged th a t  th e  c o n sp ira to rs  

had hatched  th e  p lo t  in  England and th a t  one of them, a  man named P ie r r e ,  

had t r a v e le d  to  Birmingham where th e  bombs were made. Cowley was a lso  

p re ssed  fo r  s t a t i s t i c s  about th e  number o f re fu g ees  l iv in g  in  England. 

Walewski inform ed him th a t  th e  governments of Europe were h o s t i l e  tow ards 

England because o f th e  re fu g ee  problem and s ta te d  th a t  Belgium and Sar

d in ia  had agreed  to  do F ra n c e 's  b id d in g . Of co u rse , th e  a g g re ss iv e .

^Cowley to  C larendon, January  15, 1858, no. 62, F.O. 27/1241 
and Cowley to  C larendon, January 17, 1858, no . 64, Ib id .
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Anglophobic l e t t e r s  th a t  some army o f f ic e r s  were p u b lish in g  in  Le 

M oniteur made an im pression  on Cowley.^

He d id  h is  b e s t  to  b lu n t th e  French demands which he thought 

were in s t ig a te d  due to  th e  a c t io n s  o f c e r ta in  Frenchmen who sought to  

exaggera te  th e  s e r io u sn e ss  o f th e  s i tu a t io n .  He warned Walewski th a t  

too  much p re s su re  on P a lm ersto n ’s Government m ight b a c k f ire  because

p u b lic  op in ion  would r e a c t  a d v e rse ly  a g a in s t  such b la ta n t  in te rv e n t io n

7 8in  E ng lish  a f f a i r s .  Throughout, C larendon approved o f Cow ley's a c t io n s .

A cting from London C larendon t r i e d  to  appear c o n c i l ia to r y  y e t

firm  tow ards the  French demands in  th e  hope o f  appeasing  Louis Napoleon

bu t n o t r a is in g  P a rlia m e n t’s i r e .  He warned th e  French s e v e ra l  tim es o f

th e  need f o r  moving q u ie t ly  in  d e a lin g  w ith  th e  re fu g e es . The ex p erien ce

o f p rev ious in te r n a t io n a l  dem onstra tions weighed h e a v ily  in  h is  re a so n -
9

in g . To co u n ter th e  French charges about th e  I t a l i a n  re fu g e es  in  England, 

Clarendon h in te d  th a t  he  was n o t above a d m ittin g  p u b lic ly  th a t  th e  French 

had deported  many o f them to  England.

Lord Cowley, The P a r is  Embassy during  th e  Second Em pire, ed . by 
F. A. W ellesley  (London: Thornton B u tte rw o rth , L td . ,  1928), pp. 145-47, 
153. See a lso  Cowley to  C larendon, January  21, 1858, no . 90, F.O . 27 / 
1242; Cowley to  C larendon, January  29, 1858, no. 119, I b i d . ;  Cowley to  
C larendon, January  29, 1858, no. 121, I b id . ;  and Cowley to  C larendon, 
February 1, 1858, no. 134, Ib id .  As fo r  th e  im p ro b a b ili ty  o f A u s tr ia  
jo in in g  France in  p re s s in g  fo r  th e  ex p u lsio n  o f a l l  th e  re fu g ees  from 
England see  F.O. to  Cowley, February  2 , 1858, D ra ft no. 163, F.O. 27/1234.

^Cowley to  C larendon, January  17, 1858, no. 67, F.O. 27/1241 and 
Cowley to  C larendon, January  29, 1858, no. 119, Ib id .

O
See F.O. to  Cowley, January  19, 1858, D ra ft no. 99, F.O.

27/1233 and F.O. to  Cowley, January  30, 1858, D ra ft no. 151, I b id .

^See F.O. to  Cowley, January  16, 1858, D ra ft no . 84, F.O. 27/
1233 and F.O. to  Cowley, January  21, 1858, D ra ft no. 116, Ib id .

^^Lord Cowley, P a r is  Embassy, p . 148.
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But h is  w il l in g n e s s  to  a s s i s t  th e  French in v e s t ig a t io n  exceeded 

h is  f e a r  o f p o p u la r d is se n s io n  in  England. He o ffe re d  E ng lish  a id  on 

January  16, b e fo re  a re q u e s t was re c e iv e d . W ithout d i r e c t  French p re s 

su re  he s e n t a p o lic e  agen t to  Birmingham to  check th e  O rs in i and P ie r r e  

co nnec tions th e re  and he o ffe re d  to  send to  P a r is  a Frenchman in  th e  pay 

o f th e  M etro p o litan  P o lic e  who knew th e  r e f u g e e s . T h e  Birmingham 

in v e s t ig a t io n  y ie ld e d  a  number o f papers th a t  were s e n t to  Cowley fo r  th e

French p ro se c u to rs ; a ls o  s e n t were seven documents th a t  P ie r r e  req u ested  

12fo r  h is  defen se . In  response  to  Cowley's January  te le g ra p h ic  query 

about th e  number o f re fu g ees  in  England, C larendon inform ed h is  ambassador 

th a t  2,210 re fu g ees  were in  London. About 400 o f them were Frenchmen, 460 

were Germans, 250 were H ungarians, 50 were I t a l i a n s  and 150 were Spanish . 

Presum ably, th e  m a jo r ity  o f th e  rem aining 900 were P o le s , a lthough  th a t  i s  

n o t e x p l i c i t  in  th e  d is p a tc h . The LAPP l i s t e d  769 P o lish  re fu g ees  in  

England as o f May 3 , 1858. Since th e  S o c ie ty  igno red  th e  P o lish  s o c ia l 

i s t s ,  th e  f ig u re  d e riv ed  from th e  Foreign  O ffic e  d isp a tc h  i s  p robab ly  

c o r r e c t .  The F oreign  S e c re ta ry  a lso  no ted  th a t  th e  Government had p a id  

passage to  New York f o r  960 men, 305 women and 33 c h ild re n . A lthough no

in c lu s iv e  d a te s  were c i t e d ,  p rev ious ev idence in d ic a te s  th a t  most o f th e se

13ém igrés were s e n t ou t a f t e r  1848. These f ig u re s  a re  th e  only  com posite

F.O. to  Cowley, January  16, 1858, D ra ft no. 84, F.O. 27/1233; 
F.O. to  Cowley, Jan u ary  18, 1858, D ra ft no. 91, I b i d . ;  and F.O. to  
Cowley, January  18, 1858, D ra ft no. 92, Ib id .

^^Mayne to  H. W addington, February 26, 1858, Mepol. 1 /4 6 . For 
a French re q u e s t f o r  c e r ta in  item s and a p ro se cu tio n  w itn ess  to  appear 
a t  O r s in i ’s t r i a l  see  Cowley to  C larendon, February  4 , 1858, no. 148,
F.O. 27/1242.

^^F.O. to  Cowley, January  21, 1858, D ra ft no. 117, F.O. 27/1233. 
See a ls o  L i te r a ry  A sso c ia tio n  of the  F rien d s o f  P o land , R eport o f
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s t a t i s t i c s  a v a i la b le  fo r  th e  re fu g ees  fo r  t h i s  p e r io d . The ease  w ith  

which th ey  were su p p lie d  to  Cowley r e f l e c t s  th e  e f fe c t iv e n e s s  o f th e  

M etro p o litan  P o lic e  c o n tro l over th e se  peo p le . A lthough th e  2,210 

f ig u re  re p re se n ts  le s s  than  one h a l f  of th e  number th a t  had re s id e d  in  

England a t  th e  beg inn ing  o f th e  decade, London s t i l l  co n ta ined  a  con

s id e ra b le  group o f p o te n t ia l  d is s id e n ts .  Although m a in ta in in g  observa

t io n  over them s t r a in e d  th e  e x is t in g  p o lic e  f a c i l i t i e s ,  Sanders and th e  

d e te c t iv e s  managed s u f f i c i e n t ly .

Two r e la te d  is s u e s  r e f le c te d  C larendon’s c o n c i l ia to r y  a t t i t u d e .  

D esp ite  C larendon’s rem inder th a t  th e  Channel is la n d  re fu g ees  had been 

n e u tra l iz e d  in  1855, th e  French government rem ained convinced th a t  a  

connection  e x is te d  between them and th e  a s s a s s in s .  C onsequently , th e  

French government in s i s t e d  th a t  G reat B r i ta in  t ig h te n  th e  p rocedures fo r  

o b ta in in g  p a s sp o r ts  in  J e r s e y . Clarendon rem o n stra ted  bu t acqu iesced .

He then  p u b lish ed  a  n o tic e  in  th e  London G aze tte  and s e v e ra l  d a i ly  news

papers inform ing h is  countrymen th a t  French o f f i c i a l s  would n o t allow  

anyone to  land  w ith o u t a  p a s s p o r t . A  second acqu iescence invo lved  th e  

Conspiracy to  Murder B i l l .  M. de P e rs ig n y , th e  French Ambassador to  

S t. Jam es, inform ed Walewski, who to ld  Crowley, th a t  C larendon had 

in d ic a te d  th a t  Her M ajesty ’s Government in ten d ed  to  appease

th e  Twenty-Seventh Annual M eeting o f th e  L i te r a r y  A sso c ia tio n  o f th e  
F rien d s o f Poland (London: Geo. H. N icho ls, 1859), p. 7.

^^F.O. to  Cowley, January  18, 1858, D ra ft no. 92, F.O. 27/1233; 
F.O. to  Cowley, F ebruary  13, 1858, D ra ft no. 210, F.O. 27/1234; and F.O. 
to  Cowley, February  18, 1858, D raft no. 242, Ib id .  The l a t t e r  co n ta in s  
a copy of th e  n o t ic e .  For an ex p lan a tio n  o f th e  Government’s p ra c t ic e  
of p la c in g  o f f i c i a l  n o tic e s  in  the  London G aze tte  see  E. P. Thompson, 
"The Crime o f  Anonym ity," in  Douglas Hay, e t  ^ . , A lb io n ’s F a ta l  Tree 
(New York: Pantheon Books, 1975), pp. 255-57.
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French p u b lic  op in ion  w ith  a  b i l l  th a t  would enab le  E nglish  a u th o r i t ie s  

to  deport fo re ig n e rs  who consp ired  a g a in s t fo re ig n  monarchs o r who 

u pset t r a n q u i l i t y  abroad. On th i s  is su e  Cowley adv ised  Walewski to  

avoid p u b l ic i ty  and warned him n o t to  expect too  much. Walewski thought 

a "m oral e f f e c t"  was a l l  t h a t  was n ecessa ry . Cowley suggested  th a t  th e  

French ought to  respond to  such a b i l l  w ith  a  prom ise to  end th e  p rac 

t i c e  of sending u n d e s ira b le s  to  England. In  th e  fu tu r e ,  Walewski s a id ,  

such people would be s e n t to  A m e r i c a . I n  response to  Roebuck's ques

tio n  about th i s  p re s su re , Palm erston adm itted  th a t  th e  measures being  

suggested  were encouraged by France, b u t contended th a t  th e  B r i t i s h  

Government would do th e  same i f  th e  a t ta c k  had been made on th e  Queen's 

life.lG

Regarding th e  re fu g e es , in  1858 France s e c r e t ly  p a id  th e  

tra n s p o r ta t io n  c o s t f o r  th o se  th a t  Louis Napoleon wanted removed from 

England. Lord Cowley inform ed Walewski th a t  no re fu g ee  could be se n t 

ou t o f England a g a in s t  h is  w i l l ,  "bu t th a t  m easures could be taken  to  

l e t  i t  be known th a t  we a re  d isposed  to  send a p p lic a n ts . . . . "   ̂ The 

"m easures" w ere, no doubt, p o lic e  p re s su re . Lord Malmesbury, th en  

Foreign S e c re ta ry , d ec lin ed  to  send more th an  300, b u t th e  Under Secre

ta ry  a t  th e  Foreign  O ffic e , Mr. Hammond, doubted th e  e x is te n c e  o f th a t  

many "dangerous men who would wish to  e m i g r a t e . T h e  French provided 

two l i s t s  o f French and I t a l i a n  re fu g e es ; th e  l i s t s  inc luded  th e  names

^^Cowley to  C larendon, January  22, 1858, no. 98, F.O. 27/1242. 

^^H ansard 's , CXLVIII (30 December 1857-22 February 1858),
pp. 762-63, 766-68.

^^Hammond to Mayne, April 24, 1858, Mepol. 2/43.
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o f Jo u rd a in , L ed ru -R o llin , P y a t, R ib e y ro lle s , M azzin i, P ia n c ia n i ,

Simon Bernard and s e v e n ty -f iv e  lesser-know n men. Between A p ril 30 and

18August 28, 194 e x i le s  were s e n t o f f  a t  a  c o s t o f £2,032 4s 4d.

The re fu g ee  exodus rece iv ed  a boost when on August 16, 1858,

Louis Napoleon o ffe re d  a f u l l  amnesty to  n e a r ly  everyone conv icted  o f

p o l i t i c a l  o ffe n se s . Most o f them had re tu rn e d  to  France by th e  e a r ly  

191860s. At approxim ately  th e  same tim e, th e  E nglish  a u th o r i t ie s  began

to  avoid re fu g ee  problem s. When tow ards the  end o f 1858 a le g a l  q u estio n

a ro se  reg ard in g  th e  r e tu rn  to  J e rse y  of some of th e  re fu g ees  ex p e lled

in  1855, th e  Horae O ffice  o ffe re d  adv ice  bu t allow ed L ieu ten an t Governor

20Numby to  make th e  f i n a l  cho ice . By then  no one considered  re fu g ees  a  

s e r io u s  problem.

I  conclude from t h i s  ev idence th a t  th e  governments o f France 

and G reat B r i ta in  agreed on a  g e n e ra l p o licy  tow ards p o l i t i c a l  re fu g e es . 

T heir d e s ire  was to  suppress re fu g ee  a c t i v i t y  in  o rder to  f o r e s t a l l  

dem ocratic o r  s o c i a l i s t i c  p o l i t i c a l  and s o c ia l  reform . That many o f  

th e se  e x ile s  were on th e  p o l i t i c a l  l e f t  only in te n s i f ie d  th e  power s t r u c 

t u r e 's  d i s l ik e  o f them. For th e  in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r community in  England

18F ran ça is  que de Gouvernement de l'em perou r v e r r a i t  avec 
p l a i s i r  s 'ë lo i . jv e r  de Londres e t  gagner le s  E s ta te s  U nis, and R éfugiés 
d é se r te u rs  avan t q u i t té  Gèneve ou devant le  q u i t t e r  encore pour 1 ' in te n e r  
ou s 'é lo ig n e r  de l a  S u is se , F é v r ie r - J u in , 1858, Mepol. 2/43 and Accounts 
fo r  D eparting  French and I t a l i a n  P o l i t i c a l  Refugees to  New York, 1858, 
Ib id .

Payne and G rosshans, "The E xiled  R e v o lu tio n a r ie s ,"  American 
H is to r ic a l  Review, LXVIII, 970-71. Jones assumed th a t  every  re fu g ee  vdio 
re tu rn e d  home would seek vengeance th e r e a f te r  from w ith in  France r a th e r  
than  from England; see  C abinet Newspaper, August 27, 1859, p. 4.

20L t. Gov. Major G eneral Numby to  H. W addington, O ctober 13, 
1859, H.O. 45/6333; H. Waddington to  L t. Gov. Numby, O ctober 22, 1859, 
I b id . ;  L t. Gov. Numby to  Grey, O ctober 14, 1859, I b id . ;  and R obert M arett 
(Advocate G eneral) to  L t. Gov. Numby, November 2 , 1859, Ib id .
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t h i s  in c id e n t c re a te d  an o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  a g i ta t io n .  T h is tim e e f f e c t iv e

a c tio n  r e s u l te d  b u t i t  came from m id d le -c la ss  re fo rm ers  who had on ly

m arg inal in t e r e s t s  in  in te rn a tio n a lis m .

P a rliam en ta ry  and w o rk in g -c la ss  re a c t io n  to  P a lm e rs to n 's

proposed b i l l  was v o c ife ro u s . In  th e  Commons th e  R a d ic a ls , le d  by

Roebuck, W. J .  Fox, Buncombe, R ichard  Monckton M iln es, Thomas M iln e r-

Gibson and B rig h t s tood  f a s t  a g a in s t  th e  Government. They d e c r ie d  i t

as an a t ta c k  on E n g lish  l i b e r t i e s .  On th e  f i r s t  re ad in g  on February  9 ,

th e  b i l l  passed  299 to  99, la r g e ly  due to  th e  su p p o rt of D is r a e l i  and

th e  C on serv a tiv es. But in  th e  n ex t te n  days p u b lic  o p in io n  o u ts id e

P arliam en t s t i f f e n e d  and D is r a e l i  s e iz e d  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to  a l ig n  h ie

146 fo llo w ers  w ith  80 L ib e ra ls  and R ad ica ls  to  d e fe a t Palm erston  on th e

21b i l l ' s  second read in g  234 noes to  215 ayes. Palm erston  re s ig n e d  and 

Lord Derby and D is r a e l i  formed t h e i r  b r i e f  governm ent. The in te r n a t io n 

a l i s t s '  lo n g -h o p ed -fo r f a l l  o f  Palm erston  was ach iev ed . Of co u rse , as

22Reynolds p re d ic te d , th e  C on serv a tiv es  were no more amenable to  th e

in te r n a t io n a l i s t s  th an  was P a lm erston .

What was th e  r o le  o f in te r n a t io n a l  w o rk in g -c la ss  a g i ta t io n  in

th i s  change o f governments? Thomas F ro s t w ro te;

The a ttem p t to  make P arliam en t a machine fo r  r e g is te r in g  
th e  d ecrees  o f th e  French Emperor roused a s p i r i t  a l l  over th e  
coun try  which Palm erston  must have supposed to  be e x t in c t .  The

H a n s a r d 's , CXLVIII (30 December 1857-22 F ebruary  1858), 
pp. 933-57, 980-1081 and 1741-1847. See a lso  R id ley , Lord P a lm ersto n , 
pp. 647-68 and R obert B lake, D is r a e l i  (Garden C ity : Anchor Books, 1966),
p . 363.

22Reynolds's Newspaper, February 28, 1858, p. 1.
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masses o f th e  m e tro p o lis  swarmed in to  Hyde Park  a g a in , and 
dem onstra tions a g a in s t  th e  b i l l  were made Sunday a f t e r  Sunday, 23 
a t  which s tro n g e r  language was used th an  I  had heard  s in c e  1848.

Yet d iv is iv e n e s s  p re v a ile d . The LAPP p re sen ted  Louis Napoleon w ith  an

address from f i f t y - s i x  re fu g e es  c o n g ra tu la t in g  him on h is  escape from

death . The P o lish  R ev o lu tio n ary  Commune is su e d  a  s ta tem en t d e c la r in g

24th a t  ad d ress  u n re p re se n ta tiv e  o f th e  P o lish  e x i le s .  The th i r ty - n in e

members o f a  c o n se rv a tiv e  I t a l i a n  C o n s ti tu t io n a l  P a r ty , which advocated

th e  c re a tio n  o f an I t a l i a n  C onfederation  m odelled on th e  German Confed-
25e ra t io n ,  is su e d  a s ta tem en t d e p lo rin g  th e  a s s a s s in a t io n  a ttem p t. But

Reynolds and Jones claim ed th a t  " a s s a s s in s "  such as Napoleon had to

26expect a tte m p ts  on t h e i r  l i v e s .  The in t e r n a t io n a l i s t s  fe a re d  th e  

in tro d u c tio n  o f a new A lien  B i l l  which th ey  b e lie v e d  would be an a t ta c k

on t h e i r  l i b e r t i e s  and is su e d  c a l l s  fo r  p r o te s t  m eetings th roughou t th e

27 28co u n try . The in c id e n t a ls o  e l i c i t e d  e x p re ss io n s  o f Francophobia.

This f e e l in g  was b u t t r e s s e d  w ith  an elem ent o f  c la s s  re sen tm en t.

Samuel Kydd combined them;

23F r o s t ,  F o rty  Y ears ' R e c o lle c tio n s , p . 270.

^ ^ L ite ra ry  A sso c ia tio n  of th e  F rien d s o f Poland, R eport o f th e  
Tw enty-Sixth Annual M eeting of th e  L i te r a ry  A sso c ia tio n  of th e  F rien d s  
of Poland (London: Geo. H. N ich o ls , 1858), p. 12 and P e o p le 's  P aper,
February 20, 1858, p . 4.

^^ P e o p le 's  P aper, March 5, 1858, p . 3 , March 13, 1858, p . 6 ; 
and L eader, March 13, 1858, p . 254.

2 6 R ey no lds 's  Newspaper, January  17, 1858, p. 9 and P e o p le 's  
P ap er, January  23, 1858, p . 4.

2 7 See P e o p le 's  P ap er, January  23, 1858, p . 4 , February  6 ,
1858, p . 6 ; R ey no lds 's  Newspaper, February 21, 1858, p . 1; and L eader, 
February 6 , 1858, p . 137.

2 8 People's Paper, February 20, 1858, p. 4 and Reynolds's
Newspaper, January 31, 1858, p. 8 and February 14, 1858, p. 1.
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. . .  We cannot a f fo rd  him [Louis Napoleon] to  d ic ta t e  from 
P a r is  what E n g lish  law should  b e , as he does through h is  organ  
a t  " A lb e r t-g a te ."  . . . For Queen V ic to r ia !  to  do duty  in  a  
p o lic e  fo rc e , under o rd e rs  from Louis Napoleon, and commanded in  
person  by M. [de] P e rs ig n y , and th re a te n e d  by m i l i t a r y  o p in io n , 
i s  r a th e r  more than  even John B u ll ,  in  th e  excess o f  h is  
lo y a l ty ,  ought to  s a n c tio n  w ith  h i s  ap p ro v a l.

These o p in io n s  had l i t t l e  e f f e c t  on th e  po licym akers, a lthough  th e y

in d ic a te d  th e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t  o p p o s itio n  to  any a d d i t io n a l  c u r ta ilm e n t

o f re fu g e e  p r iv i le g e s .

But a  p iv o ta l  m id d le -c la ss  p u b lic  m eeting h e ld  in  London on

February  15 im pressed th e  a u th o r i t i e s  and s tren g th en ed  th e  R a d ic a l 's

p o s i t io n .  The g a th e r in g  a t  th e  Freem ason's H a ll in  G reat Queen S tr e e t

30LTVw 4 ,000 p eo p le . A lthough th e  P e o p le 's  Paper may have padded th e

f ig u r e ,  some credence may be g iven  to  th e  m e e tin g 's  im portance because

th e  a u th o r i t i e s  deemed i t  s ig n i f ic a n t  enough to  observe i t .  In  th e

M etro p o litan  P o lic e  f i l e s  i s  a  168-page c a r e fu l ly  h a n d -w ritte n  account

of i t s  p ro ceed in g s . Only th e  F r a te rn a l  Democrats had re c e iv e d  such

c a r e f u l  s c r u t in y .  S ev e ra l M .P.s s e n t th e i r  r e g r e ts ,  b u t a l l  denounced

th e  proposed b i l l .  Inc luded  among them were Fox, B r ig h t, S i r  De Lacy

Evans, W illiam  S c h o le f ie ld , C harles G ilp in  and James W hite. A lfred

B ate R ich ard s , d ra m a tis t ,  form er e d i to r  o f th e  D aily  T elegraph and l a t e r

e d i to r  o f th e  Morning A d v e r tis e r  from 1870 to  1876, and th e  c h ie f  p ro -

31m oter o f th e  v o lu n te e r  movement in  1859, was in  th e  c h a ir .  The 

speak ers  w ere Mr. Lawrence, Mr. Sexton, E rn es t Jon es , W ashington W ilkes,

29Samuel Kydd to  e d i to r ,  February 1 , 1858, Reynolds s News
p a p e r, February  7, 1858, p . 7.

P e o p le 's  P ap e r. February  20, 1858, p . 6.

31Stephen and Lee, e d s . .  D ic tio n a ry  of N a tio n a l B iography, XVI,
1096-97.
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Mr. M acintosh, George Leverson, John Cunningham and Mr. M cG ilch ris t. 

Except fo r  Jones and W ilkes none of th e se  men had ever spoken a t  an 

in te r n a t io n a l  w o rk in g -c la ss  m eeting. This g a th e rin g  was convened under 

m id d le -c la ss  d i r e c t io n ,  b u t th e  speakers pursued a  goal o f th e  i n t e r 

n a t io n a l  la b o r  movement. The speeches and r e s o lu t io n s  echoed th e  fe a r s

32p u t forw ard in  th e  in te r n a t io n a l i s t  and r a d ic a l  p re s se s .

The Freem ason's H a ll m eeting c a l le d  fo r  a p u b lic  m eeting in  

Hyde P ark  on Sunday February  21 a t  3 :0 0 . The Committee o f th e  Hyde Park  

D em onstration , whose prom inent members were Holyoake and J .  B axter Lang

le y ,  p lanned an assem bly w ith  no speeches, a v o te  o f hands to  show 

approval of th e  Freem ason's re s o lu tio n s  and th e  p re s e n ta tio n  o f a  new 

memorial to  th e  Queen. A fte r  the  v o te , th e  Committee req u ested  th a t  

everyone le av e  th e  p ark  in  a  q u ie t and o rd e r ly  manner. They recogn ized  

th e  p o te n t ia l  fo r  a d is tu rb a n ce  and p re d ic te d  th a t  sp ie s  and " h o s t i l e  

persons"  would be re sp o n s ib le . This d e s ir e  fo r  a p eace fu l show o f 

p u b lic  o p in io n  was t h e i r  paramount concern and perm eated th e i r  p la n s .

I t  r e f le c te d  th e  o rd e r-co n sc io u s  m id d le -c la ss  b ia s  o f  re sp e c ta b le  i n t e r 

n a tio n a lism . In  th e  t r a d i t io n  of m id d le -c la ss  R adicalism , th e y , through  

Holyoake, asked Lord John R u sse ll to  p re se n t a  p e t i t io n  to  th e  Commons; 

Holyoake re c e iv e d  an a f f irm a tiv e  re p ly . When th e  b i l l  f a i l e d  in  th e  

Commons on February  19 th e  Committee c an c e lled  th e  dem onstration . But 

th e  members fe a re d  two days was an in s u f f i c i e n t  tim e to  inform  th e  p u b lic  

and se n t a  d e p u ta tio n  to  S ir  R ichard Mayne's o f f ic e  in  Sco tland  Yard to  

re q u e s t p o lic e  ad v ice  on how to  accom plish t h e i r  aim w ithout

32Proceed ings convened fo r  th e  Purpose o f tak in g  in to  Consid
e ra t io n  Lord P a lm e rs to n 's  Conspiracy B i l l  h e ld  a t  th e  Freem ason's H a ll, 
G reat Queen S t r e e t ,  February 15, 1858, Mepol. 2 /68 .
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33inconveniencing th e  p u b lic . Such t im id i ty  ran k led  R eynolds, who

c a lle d  th e  proposed dem o n stra tio n  a "dumb show" and compared i t  to  a  

34Quaker m eeting.

D esp ite  t h e i r  e f f o r t s ,  a la rg e  number o f persons assem bled a t  

Hyde Park . The L eader, which then  b a re ly  counted as  an i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t  

o rgan , la b e l le d  th e se  peop le  "roughs" and c a s t ig a te d  th e  " id le  and d i s 

re p u ta b le "  fe llo w s who came ou t fo r  m isc h ie f . What occu rred  was a  

c la s s ic  example of c la s s  f e e l in g  in  which p o lic e , fo re ig n e rs  and up p er- 

c la s s  people were p e lte d  w ith  d i r t  and rocks. S ev era l o f th e  ru f f ia n s  

rece iv ed  j a i l  sen ten ces  fo r  t h e i r  fun . But th e  Leader cau tio n ed  a g a in s t

fu tu r e  Sunday park  g a th e r in g s  w hich, i t  contended, served  on ly  to  con-

35c e n tr a te  London trou b le-m ak ers  in  one a re a .

The London working c la s s ,  however, rem ained in  an u n s e t t le d  

frame of mind fo r  th re e  m onths. Three p ro se cu tio n s  were th e  cause . The 

f i r s t  o f th e se  cases invo lved  Dr. Simon B ernard, who was accused o f  p lay 

ing a  c e n tr a l  r o le  in  th e  a s s a s s in a t io n  co n sp iracy . He was a r r e s te d  on 

February 14 w h ile  Palm erston  was s t i l l  in  and examined a t  Bow S tre e t  

b e fo re  being  remanded f o r  t r i a l ,  b u t was t r i e d  a f t e r  Derby became Prime
O g

M in is te r . In  th e  second case  th e  r a d ic a l  b o o k se lle r  and p u b lish e r  

Edward Truelove was a r r e s te d  th e  week a f t e r  Bernard and charged w ith

33 N otes, George Jacob Holyoake, February 16, 1858, No. 1001, 
Holyoake C o lle c tio n ; MSS of "A London R ev o lu tio n ,"  [1858], No. 1002,
I b id . ;  H an d b ill, D em onstration in  Hyde P ark , [1858], No. 1003, I b id . ;  
and George R u sse ll to  George Jacob Holyoake, February  16, 1858, No.
1004, Ib id .

^̂ R ey n o ld s 's  Newspaper, February 21, 1858, p . 8 .

^^L eader, F ebruary  27, 1858, p . 197.

For th e  a r r e s t  and exam ination see  P e o p le 's  P ap e r, February 20, 
1858, p. 3, February  27, 1858, p . 4; and L eader, February 20, 1858, p .
170.
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s e d it io u s  l i b e l  a g a in s t  Louis Napoleon fo r  d i s t r ib u t in g  th e  anonymous 

pamphlet e n t i t l e d  T y ran n ic id e ; I s  I t  J u s t i f i a b l e ? The a u th o r was 

W. E. Adams who l e f t  a  v iv id  accoun t o f th e  M etro p o litan  P o l i c e 's

37harassm ent and of th e  in te n s i ty  o f th e  Home O f f ic e 's  in v e s t ig a t io n .

The th i r d  p ro se cu tio n  involved  a  P o lish  b o o k s e lle r ,  S ta n is la s  Tchorzew ski,

who was a r r e s te d  on March 23 f o r  s e l l in g  a  pam phlet w r i t t e n  by F e lix  P y a t,

A lexander Besson and A lfred  T a la n d ie r . He was t r i e d  a long  w ith  T rue- 

38lo v e .

The w orking c la s s  in te r p r e te d  th e  p ro se cu tio n s  a s  ev idence  o f  

th e  Governm ent's acqu iescence  to  Louis Napoleon and as an a t ta c k  on th e  

freedom of th e  p re s s .  On b o th  co un ts  they  were c o r r e c t .  During B e rn a rd 's  

appearances b e fo re  Mr. J a rd in e  a t  Bow S t r e e t ,  th e  two governments coop

e ra te d  in  exchanging evidence re le v a n t  to  O r s in i 's  and B e rn a rd 's  c a se s . 

A lthough Derby allow ed th e  p ro se c u tio n  o f Bernard to  p roceed , h is  Govern

ment d id  so r e lu c ta n t ly  and r e s i s t e d  a  French re q u e s t f o r  an o th er b i l l  

s im ila r  to  P a lm e rs to n 's . Lord Malmesbury inform ed M. de P e rs ig n y  th a t

th e  q u estio n  of th e  in s u f f ic ie n c y  o f E ng lish  laws depended on th e  outcome

39o f th e  Bernard and T ruelove t r i a l s .

A ll  th re e  men were a c q u i t te d .  Reynolds d e c la re d  B e rn a rd 's  

su c c e ss fu l defense  an E ng lish  d e fe a t o f French in f lu e n c e  and claim ed a

37P e o p le 's  P ap er, February  27, 1858, p. 4 and Adams, S o c ia l 
Atom, I I ,  357-61. For an o th er account of th e  a r r e s t  see  James Rigby to  
Robert Owen, February  26, 1858, No. 2 ,869 , Robert Owen C orrespondence.

38P e o p le 's  P aper, March 27, 1858, p. 7 and Adams, S o c ia l Atom, 
I I ,  363. For th e  M etro p o litan  P o l i c e 's  in te n t io n  to  a r r e s t  him see  
Mayne to  Hammond, March 18, 1858, Mepol. 1 /4 6 .

^^F.O. to  Cowley, February  23, 1858, D ra ft no. 257, F.O. 
27/1234 and F.O. to  Cowley, March 3 , 1858, D ra ft no. 26, Ib id .
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v ic to ry  f o r  t r i a l  by j u r y . A c c o r d i n g  to  th e  London News, a t r a n s la t io n

o f Hr. Edwin Jam es' defense  speech was d is t r ib u te d  to  French w orkers

41who paid  s u b s c r ip t io n s  fo r  i t .  The June t r i a l s  o f  T ruelove and

Tchorcewski hinged upon th e  is su e  o f freedom o f th e  p re s s .  The T ruelove

D efense Fund Committee, which evolved in to  th e  P re ss  P ro secu tio n  Defense

Committee, a id ed  bo th  men in  paying f o r  t h e i r  d e fen se s . A lthough th e se

a s s is ta n c e  com m ittees r e f le c te d  an o ld e r  in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r  t r a d i t i o n ,

m id d le -c la ss  men dominated t h e i r  membership. James Watson was t r e a s u r e r

and P. A, T ay lo r p layed  a s ig n i f ic a n t  p a r t  in  c o l le c t in g  th e  p a l t r y  sums

a v a i la b le .  Both o f th e  charged men re c e iv e d  a v e r d ic t  o f  n o t g u i l ty  in

r e tu rn  fo r  ex p re ss in g  t h e i r  r e g r e ts  to  th e  c o u rt and prom ising  to  d i s -

42co n tin u e  such a c t i v i t i e s .

W ork ing-c lass in te rn a tio n a lis m  gained  n o th in g  from th e se  t r i a l s

d e s p ite  th e  obvious in te rc o n n e c tio n  between th e  in d iv id u a ls ,  t h e i r  id eas

and th e  g e n e ra l philosophy  o f th e  in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r  movement. Although

th e se  were in s ig n i f ic a n t  men, in  th e  p a s t  men e q u a lly  as n o n d esc rip t had

aroused  s e r io u s  a g i ta t io n  through th e  p u b lic a t io n  o f t h e i r  c au ses . In

t h i s  in s ta n c e , B ernard , who was sadd led  w ith  an £850 defen se  d eb t, became

a p opu lar l e c t u r e r ,  b u t on ly  fo r  a few months. Once h i s  n o to r ie ty  wore

43o f f ,  h is  d re a ry  le c tu r e s  drew sp a rse  crowds.

R ey no lds 's  Newspaper, A p ril  25, 1858, p. 8 . For accounts o f  
th e  t r i a l  see  P e o p le 's  P ap e r, A p ril 17, 1858, p . 3; A p ril  24, 1858, p . 4; 
and H acD onell, e d . , R eports of S ta te  T r i a l s , V II I , 887-1063 and 1901-96.

^^London News, June 5 , 1858, p. 1.

^^R eyno ld 's  Newspaper, June 20, 1858, p . 1 , June 27, 1858, p . 1; 
and Adams, S o c ia l Atom, I I ,  362-72. For th e  defense  funds see P e o p le 's  
P ap e r. March 20, 1858, p. 4 , March 27, 1858, p . 4, A p ril  10, 1858, p . 6 , 
and May 1 , 1858, p . 1 .

^^For some examples of his lectures and speeches see Reynolds * s
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Although th e  i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t  p re s s  had d isc la im ed  an y th ing  

o th e r  th an  sympathy w ith  a s s a s s in a t io n ,  th e  ev idence in d ic a te s  a  p h ilo 

so p h ic a l p re d is p o s i t io n  tow ards v io le n c e . Two examples w i l l  s u f f ic e .  

Holyoake, who was h a rd ly  a man caught up in  v io le n c e , had in  1856 taken  

two bombs concealed in  a b la c k  b r i e f  bag along  w ith  him to  S h e ff ie ld  

where he le c tu re d  to  a  w o rk in g -c la ss  aud ience. At S h e f f ie ld  he te s te d  

one o f th e  bombs in  a  rock  q u a rry . These were a p re lim in a ry  model o f 

th e  Birmingham bombs th a t  w ere used a g a in s t  Louis Napoleon. He d id  th i s  

ta s k  f o r  M azzini, who claim ed th ey  were to  be used in  I t a l y ;  Holyoake 

denied th a t  e i th e r  of them had any knowledge o f th e  bombs' fu tu r e  use

in  P a r i s . S e c o n d l y ,  th e re  i s  th e  involvem ent o f Thomas A llsop  in  th e  
♦

a s s a s s in a t io n  p lo t .  O rs in i used h i s  p a ssp o rt to  t r a v e l  to  Belgium and 

then  to  P a r i s .  A llsop  defended h is  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  th e  co n sp iracy  

because  he  " .  . . was a g a in s t  th e  Em peror's k i l l i n g  in n o cen t people  

on th e  2nd o f december [ s ic ] ." ^ ^  A llsop was a London s to ck b ro k er who 

in c luded  among h is  f r ie n d s  O'Connor, O 'B rien and Owen.^^

Newspaper, May 2, 1858, p . 6 , March 13, 1859, p . 9; London News, June 5, 
1858, p . 1 , Ju ly  17, 1858, p . 1 ; B roadsheet; L ec tu re  by Dr. B ernard, 
June 8 , 1858, A. 610, Cowen C o lle c tio n ; and C u ttin g , D a ily  E x p ress.
June 16, 1858, A.611, Ib id .

^^Holyoake, S ix ty  Y ears , I I ,  19-25 and McCabe, H olyoake, I ,
248-50.

^^Anne A llsop  to  R obert Owen, March 25, 1858, No. 2 ,879 .
Robert Owen Correspondence. The p o lic e  o r ig in a l ly  though t A llsop  had
made th e  t r i p  ac ro ss  th e  Channel and pursued him doggedly u n t i l  he  l e f t  
th e  co u n try  fo r  New York. A rew ard of £200 was o f fe re d  fo r  him u n t i l  
Ju ly  1858. A fte r  th e  rew ard o f f e r  was dropped he re tu rn e d  to  England. 
Mayne to  Hammond, March 6 , 1858, Mepol. 1/46 and London News, J u ly  17, 
1858, p. 1.

^^Ray F a h e rty , "The Memoirs of Thomas M artin  W heeler, Owenite 
and C h a r t i s t , "  B u lle t in  o f the  S o c ie ty  fo r  th e  Study o f Labour H is to ry , 
no. 30 (S p rin g , 1975), 11-13 co n ta in s  b io g ra p h ic a l in fo rm atio n  about 
A llso p .
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D esp ite  sympathy fo r  t e r r o r i s t  a c tio n s  even w ith in  the

" re s p e c ta b le s ,"  a  p o p u la r dem onstration  o th e r than  under m id d le -c la ss

d ire c t io n  eluded  th e  weakened in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r  community. The b e s t

i t  cou ld  m uster was a  spy m ania. In  a s e r ie s  o f l e t t e r s  to  th e  p re ss

the  re fu g ees  complained about th e  stepped-up  harassm ent from fo re ig n

and E ng lish  " s p ie s ."  Sanders and th e  o th e r d e te c t iv e s  who sought e v i-

47dence f o r  th e  v a rio u s  t r i a l s  were id e n t i f ie d  as th e  E ng lish  c u lp r i t s .

The in t e r n a t io n a l i s t s  e s p e c ia l ly  re sen ted  th e  M etro p o litan  P o lic e  p rac 

t i c e  o f employing fo re ig n e rs  who were assigned  to  a s s i s t  E nglish  

policem en in  cases  in v o lv in g  th e  re fu g ees . An example was co n s tab le  

T ic c in i  (o r T in n ic c i)  o f I t a l i a n  descen t who accompanied d e te c t iv e  

F red e rick  W illiam son in  th e  a r r e s t  o f Dr. B e r n a r d . F r o m  th e  a u th o r

i t i e s '  p o s i t io n  such men were necessa ry  fo r  th e  p o lic e  to  fu n c tio n  

p ro p e rly .

The e x is te n c e  in  England of a corp o f fo re ig n  s p ie s  i s  more

d i f f i c u l t  to  e s t a b l i s h ,  b u t no t incom prehensib le . Tlie w ild  claim  of

G erald Massey th a t  French s p ie s  were in  Newcastle e x c ite d  p u b lic  op in io n ,

49b u t was grounded in  h y s te r ia  n o t f a c t .  The change th a t  ag en ts  p ro

v o ca teu rs  dogged th e  fo o ts te p s  o f c e r ta in  re fu g ees  in  hopes of encour

aging them to  compromise them selves was t r u e ,  however. In  1858 two

For two re fugee  l e t t e r s  see R eyno lds's  Newspaper, January  31, 
1858, p. 1 and f o r  th e  re fu g ee  re a c tio n  to  th e  in c re a se d  p o lic e  s u r v e i l 
lance  see  th e  P e o p le 's  P aper, February 13, 1858, p. 3 and February 20, 
1858, p. 6 .

^^R eyno lds's  Newspaper, January  31, 1858, p. 8 ; P e o p le 's  P aper, 
February  20, 1858, p. 4 ; and L eader, February 20, 1858, p . 170.

4 9 C u ttin g , M anchester Examiner. February 25, 1858, A.553j 
Cowen C o lle c tio n  and P e o p le 's  P ap er. March 6 , 1858, p . 1.
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such men a r r iv e d  in  England. One focused  upon th e  I t a l i a n  re fu g ee  

le a d e rs  and th e  o th e r  d ire c te d  h im se lf a t  L ed ru -R o llin .^^  These were 

is o la te d  in s ta n c e s  and w ork in g -c lass  su sp ic io n s  of. a  co u n te r-co n sp iracy  

were unfounded. The p o lic e  c o n tr ib u te d  to  th i s  m isunderstand ing  through 

th e i r  e f f o r t s  to  avoid  having to  d is c lo s e  th e i r  use o f d e te c t iv e s .  At 

B ern a rd 's  t r i a l  c ro ss  exam ination re v e a le d  th a t  John R ogers, who had 

gathered  much o f  th e  evidence a g a in s t th e  re fu g ee , was a  d e te c t iv e .

The manner in  which he was exposed compounded th e  p o lic e  e r r o r  because 

i t  s tren g th en ed  th e  w ork in g -c lass  b e l i e f  th a t  sp ie s  popu la ted  London and 

th a t  p o lic e  in  g e n e ra l were a th r e a t  to  E nglish  l i b e r ty .

Englishmen who were concerned about t h e i r  l ib e r ty  t r i e d  during  

th e  I t a l i a n  u n i f i c a t io n  wars o f 1859-62 to  rev iv e  E nglish  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  

I t a l i a n  cause . The o ld  in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r  movement concept of a connec

t io n  between reform  on the  c o n tin e n t and in  England found no p lace  in  

th i s  a g i ta t io n .  Such id eas  were now viewed as a d i s t r a c t io n  from home 

p o l i t i c s .  With a few e x ce p tio n s , p o l i t i c i a n s  and th e i r  a l l i e s  dominated 

t h i s  e f f o r t .

I n t e r e s t  in  I t a l i a n  freedom re c u rre d  p e r io d ic a l ly  a f t e r  th e  

Crimean War. An add ress from a group o f working men in  Genoa to  th e  

working men o f  England, dated  September 11, 1856, caused a number of 

m id d le -c la ss  men, some of them p rev io u s  members o f th e  SET, to  s t a r t  up 

a s u b sc r ip tio n  to  purchase 10,000 m uskets fo r  I t a l i a n  r e v o lu t io n a r ie s .

Caïman, L edru -R o llin  ap rès  1848, pp. 174-75. Holyoake knew 
p e rso n a lly  two agen ts p ro v o ca teu rs . Such men, he w ro te , alw ays adv ised  
" ' speaking o u t . ' "  See Holyoake, S ix ty  Y ears , I I ,  3 -9 .

^^llacD onell, e d . .  R eports o f  S ta te  T r i a l s , V III , 928, 932-39 
and R ey no lds 's  Newspaper, A p ril 18, 1858, p. 8 .
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The N ewcastle-upon-Tyne Foreign  A f fa ir s  Committee had a  p u b lic  m eeting 

w ith  a  Mr. Gregson, a  watchmaker, in  th e  c h a ir  on September 29 to  re c e iv e  

th e  ad d ress  and s t a r t  th e  s u b s c r ip t io n . The Committee s e n t an add ress  

to  th e  w orkers o f Genoa claim ing  overwhelming E ng lish  w o rk in g -c la ss  sup

p o r t  fo r  t h e i r  cause and p ledg ing  to  su p p o rt them b o th  m ora lly  and 

52m a te r ia l ly .

These I t a l i a n  w orkers were M azzinian p o l i t i c a l  a g i t a to r s .  They

53were m outhpieces fo r  M azzin i, who was in  Genoa. The p u b lic a tio n s  of 

th e  I t a l i a n  N a tio n a l Committee b o re  th e  im p rin t o f M azzinian ph ilosophy  

as  he p rep ared  fo r  y e t an o th er u p r i s i n g . T h e  Em ancipation o f  I t a l y  

S u b s c r ip t io n 's  E ng lish  sponsors in c luded  J e r r o ld ,  Cowen, P. A. T ay lo r,

W. H. A sh u rs t, Edmund B ea le s, W illiam  Shaen, S ta n s fe ld  and George Dawson 

among o th e r  gentlem en. The men who c o n tr ib u te d  to  th e  fund in  1856 were 

from th e  m iddle and in t e l l e c t u a l  c la s s e s .  J .  B. B aines c o lle c te d  funds 

from f a c u l ty  members a t  U n iv e rs ity  C o lleg e , London. P ro fe sso r  F ran c is  

W. Newman was among th e  c o n tr ib u to r s .^ ^

52The Working-Men of Genoa to  th e  Working-Men of England, 
September 11, 1856, A .464, Cowen C o lle c t io n ;. B roadshee t, D e ta i ls  o f a  
M eeting in  Newcastle on September 29, 1856, in  a id  o f Em ancipation o f 
I t a l y  Fund, A .468, I b i d . ;  and N ew castle on Tyne F oreign  A ffa irs  Com
m itte e  to  th e  Working Men o f Genoa in  Joseph Cowen, ju n io r  to  F e lic e  
C asacc ia , O ctober 8 , 1856, A.479, Ib id .  See a lso  P e o p le 's  P ap e r, Sep
tem ber 27, 1856, p. 1 ; October 4 , 1856, p . 1; L eader, September 20,
1856, p. 890; and O ctober 4 , 1856, p . 939.

53M azzini to  Em ilie A sh u rst, September 12, 1856, in  R ich ard s , 
e d . , M az z in i 's  L e t t e r s , I I ,  54-55.

^^See P r in te d  C irc u la r  w ith  Correspondence from th e  w orking men 
o f Genoa on th e  Em ancipation o f I t a l y  Fund, September [2 3 ], 1856, A.469, 
Cowen C o lle c tio n  and L eader, O ctober 25, 1856, p . 1010.

^^Address o f  th e  Em ancipation o f  I t a l y  Fund Committee, September 
1856, A.478, Cowen C o lle c tio n . For l i s t s  o f c o n tr ib u to r s  see  L ead er,
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The Committee’s o b je c t iv e s  were s im i la r  to  e a r l i e r  " re sp e c ta b le "

e f f o r t s .  I t s  members c a l le d  on th e  I t a l i a n s  to  ta k e  th e  i n i t i a t i v e ,  b u t

prom ised m a te r ia l  a id .  O therw ise, i t  d if fu se d  in fo rm atio n  in  hopes o f

b rin g in g  p u b lic  o p in io n  p re s su re  on P a r l i a m e n t . T o g e t h e r  w ith  what

was c o l le c te d  fo r  G a r ib a ld i in  1860 th e  Committee r a is e d  £10,420. That

57made i t  th e  most s u c c e s s fu l of th e  p opu lar s u b s c r ip t io n s . But th e  

funds c o lle c te d  were w asted when th e  May 1857 M azzinian u p r is in g  in
58Genoa f a i l e d  and M azzini re tu rn e d  to  England empty-handed once ag a in .

The Committee lap sed  in to  i n a c t iv i t y  f o r  fo u r y e a rs . In  th e  

sp rin g  o f 1859 th e  ominous th r e a t  o f a French and S ard in ian  war a g a in s t  

A u s tr ia  r a is e d  in te r n a t io n a l  and L ib e ra l  hopes fo r  I t a l i a n  freedom.

U nlike e a r l i e r  fo re ig n  in c id e n ts  th a t  had r e s u l te d  in  popular dem onstra

t io n s  under w o rk in g -c la ss  le a d e rs h ip , th e  coming F ranco -A ustrian  War 

caused few w orkers to  become p o l i t i c a l l y  a c t iv e .  Only K ossuth v en tu red  

out o f  London in  th e  sp rin g  o f 1859 to  g en era te  su p p o rt fo r  h is  cause .

But he spoke to  m id d le -c la ss  a u d ien ces , o n ly , a t  th e  London Tavern on

O ctober 18, 1856, p. 986, November 15, 1856, p. 1089, and December 20, 
1856, p. 1204.

^^L ead er, September 27, 1856, p . 915 and December 13, 1856,
pp. 1180-81.

5 7 Gossman, " B r i t i s h  A id ,"  South A tla n tic  Q u a rte r ly , 244. In  
Newcastle £55 14s Id  was c o l le c te d  bu t a f t e r  deducting  expenses on ly  
£13 17s 2d was sen t to  th e  London c o l le c t io n  c e n te r .  I f  th e se  f ig u re s  
a re  in d ic a t iv e  o f o th e r  a re a s  th en  th e  lo c a l  o rg a n iz a tio n s  spen t f a r  
more money th an  th ey  tu rn ed  in .  Gossman does n o t c l a r i f y  w hether he i s  
re p o r t in g  a  f ig u re  b e fo re  o r a f t e r  expenses were deducted. For Newcastle 
see  F in a n c ia l  S tatem ent w ith  p a r t i c u la r s  o f th e  Em ancipation of I t a l y  
Fund from September 29, 1856, January  3, 1857, A.487, Cowen C o lle c tio n .

COHammond and Hammond, James Stansfeld, pp. 32-34.
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May 20, a t  th e  Free Trade H a ll in  M anchester on May 24, a t  B radford on

59May 25 and a t  Glasgow on May 27.

The c ircum stances o f th e  c a re fu lly -s ta g e d  speech in  th e  Free

Trade H a ll i l l u s t r a t e  th e  e x te n t o f th e  " r e s p e c ta b le s '"  perm eation  of

th e  in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r  movement. George Wilson c h a ired  th e  m eeting.

The form er chairm an o f th e  A nti-C om  Law League was now chairm an o f th e

m id d le -c la ss  L an cash ire  Reform League. He l a t e r  became D ire c to r  o f th e

M anchester and Leeds Railway and f in a l ly  chairman o f th e  L ancash ire  and

York R a i l w a y . K o s s u t h ' s  c lo se  f r ie n d  F ran c is  P u lzsky  communicated

w ith  W ilson in  making th e  arrangem ents fo r  th e  v i s i t .  P ulzsky  suggested

a p p ro p r ia te  r e s o lu t io n s  and re q u e s te d  the  sequence o f ev en ts  from h is

re c e p tio n  through  th e  co n clu sio n  of h is  s ta y .  He wanted W ilson to

a rran g e  "some marked e x p re ss io n  o f sympathy" fo r  K ossuth and argued fo r

th e  placem ent o f  a  n o t ic e  in  th e  papers to  read  th a t  K ossuth was " in v ite d

by ^  la rg e  number o f i n f l u e n t i a l  men in  Manches t er . T h i s  concern fo r

p re se n tin g  a re s p e c ta b le  image to  th e  a u th o r i t ie s  was sym bolic o f Kossuth

th roughou t h is  c a re e r .  He spoke b e fo re  a  packed house a t  th e  F ree Trade

H a ll ,  b u t th e  1 s h i l l i n g  adm ission  p r ic e  p recluded  w orkers from a tte n d in g .

A lthough n o n - in te rv e n tio n  was announced as th e  m e e tin g 's  theme, K o ssu th 's

62speech was a n t i -A u s tr ia n .

59Louis K ossuth , Memories o f my E x ile , t r a n s .  by Ferencz Jausz 
(London: C a s s e ll ,  F e t t e r ,  G ilp in  and C o., 1880), pp. 191, 218, 241 and
258-59.

^^McCord, "George W ilson ,"  M anchester Review, V II , 431-36.

^^F rancis  P ulzsky  to  George W ilson, May 15, 1859, George Wilson 
P ap e rs , M anchester P u b lic  L ib ra ry ; the  u n d e rlin in g  i s  P u lz s k y 's . See a lso  
F ran c is  P ulzsky  to  George W ilson, May 21, 1859, Ib id .

6 2 Reynolds's Newspaper, May 29, 1859, p. 14.
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T his to u r  came in  th e  m idst o f  a G eneral E le c tio n . The key 

is su e  in  th e  e le c t io n  was I t a l i a n  u n i f ic a t io n .  D erby 's  C onservatives 

supported  A u strian  i n t e r e s t s ,  a lthough th ey  d id  so u n e n th u s ia s t ic a l ly .

The new a l l ia n c e  o f G ladstone and P alm erston , who favored  th e  I t a l i a n  

cause , won th e  e le c t io n .  K o ssu th 's  speeches p laced  him and h is  applaud

ing m id d le -c la ss  " re sp e c ta b le s "  in  th e  L ib e ra l  camp. From th e  p o in t-

o f-v iew  o f th e  w o rk in g -c lass  le a d e rsh ip  th e  I t a l i a n  q u estio n  was bound

63up w ith  th e  reform  q u e s tio n . But th e  in te r n a t io n a l  newspapers in  

London expressed  a f e a r  th a t  th e  I t a l i a n  is s u e  would d iv e r t  p e o p le 's  

a t te n t io n  from home r e f o r m . J o n e s ,  who s tood  f o r  Nottingham in  th e  

1858 e le c t io n ,  had expressed  th i s  f e a r  numerous tim es in  1858 and 1859.^^ 

G i l l e s p i e 's  a n a ly s is  o f t h i s  e le c t io n  e r r s  on two counts. She 

overem phasized th e  im portance of th e  I t a l i a n  q u e s tio n  fo r  w o rk ing -c lass  

p o l i t i c s  because she confused th e  m id d le -c la ss  R a d ic a ls , who were p ro -  

I t a l i a n ,  w ith  w o rk in g -c la ss  le a d e rs ,  who were s l i g h t l y  le s s  p r o - I ta l ia n .  

Secondly, she does n o t p re sen t any d i r e c t  c i t a t i o n s  showing w idespread 

w o rk in g -c la ss  i n t e r e s t  in  I t a l i a n  freedom during  th e  e le c t io n  weeks, b u t 

an a ly zes  th e  e le c t io n  w ith in  th e  co n tex t o f a  w o rk in g -c la ss  d e s ire  fo r  

manhood su ff ra g e . That i s  incongruous w ith  h e r  t h e s i s . T h e  p rev ious 

th i r te e n  y e a r s ' ex p erience  would in d ic a te  th a t  w o rk in g -c la ss  sympathy

63George H owell, Labour L e g is la t io n ,  Labour Movements and Labour 
Leaders (London, 1902), p . 140 c ite d  in  G i l le s p ie ,  Labor and P o l i t i c s , 
p . 145.

^^See R eyno lds 's  Newspaper, May 1 , 1859, p . 1.

^^London News, May 30, 1858, p . 1; C abinet Newspaper, January  8 , 
1859, p. 4 , January  15, 1859, p . 4, February  12, 1858, p. 4, and A p ril  30, 
1859, p. 4 .

^^Gillespie, Labor and Politics, pp. 181-86.
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e x is te d . But in  A p r i l ,  May and June o f  1859 I  f in d  only  one w orking-

c la s s  dem onstration in  fav o r o f th e  I t a l i a n  cause . I t  occurred  in  Hyde

Park on May 9 when 5,000 persons d is ru p te d  a R ad ica l m eeting h e ld  to

show E nglish  approval o f  Louis N apoleon 's in te rv e n tio n . The crow d's

re a c tio n  was more an ti-N apo leon  than  i t  was p r o - I ta l i a n .^ ^

The one man who m ight have m arshalled  m id d le -c la ss  opin ion  on

th e  I t a l i a n  q u estio n  and perhaps involved th e  working c la s s  was John

B rig h t. But he would n o t tak e  th e  chance. He even dropped h is  proposed

reform  b i l l  during  th e  campaign. Y et, th e  " re sp e c ta b le s "  sought h is

a lle g ia n c e . Pulzsky had suggested  him as chairman fo r  K u ssu th 's  F ree

Trade H a ll m eeting. B rig h t re fu sed  because he s to o d  fo r  n e u t r a l i ty  no t

68fo r  h e lp in g  th e  a n ti-A u s tr ia n  Kossuth.

In  th e  sp rin g  of 1859 F red e ric  H a r r is o n 's  e f f o r t s  to  e n l i s t  

B r ig h t 's  a id  a lso  f a i l e d . H a r r i s o n  and Edward S. B eesly were E ng lish  

P o s i t iv i s t s  who pursued  a s p i r i t  of f r e e  in q u iry  based upon Auguste 

Comte's s o c io lo g ic a l  te a c h in g s . They b e lie v e d  th a t  o rganized  p u b lic  

op in ion  could so lv e  s o c ia l  and in t e l l e c t u a l  problem s. T heir quest f o r

6 7 R eyno lds 's  Newspaper, May 15, 1859, p . 6 .
68John B rig h t to  George W ilson, May 18, 1859, George Wilson

P ap e rs .

^^F red eric  H arriso n  to  E. S. B eesly , [1859], Box 1, S ection  A, 
F red e ric  H arrison  P a p e rs , B r i t i s h  L ib ra ry  of P o l i t i c a l  and Economic 
Science, London School o f Economics and P o l i t i c a l  Science. See a lso  
F red e ric  H arriso n , A utobiographic  Memoirs (2 v o l s . ;  London: Macmillan
and Co., L im ited , 1911), I ,  187-88. U n fo rtu n a te ly  th e  o r ig in a l  l e t t e r s  
in  th e  F red e ric  H arriso n  Papers were undated . When they  were assembled 
they  were given d a te s ,  bu t i t  proved im possib le  to  come c lo s e r  than  th e  
y e a r . Since none o f them were numbered th e  c i t a t io n s  th a t  fo llow  in  
t h i s  study  a re  co n fu sin g . The only way to  lo c a te  p a r t i c u la r  l e t t e r s  i s  
to  p u ll  a l l  those  d a ted  e i th e r  [1858] o r [1859] in  Box 1 , S ection  A and 
read  them. H. L. B eales w rote  a two page re p o r t  th a t  i s  a v a ila b le  in  
th e  f i l e  fo ld e r  index  key to  th e  co n ten ts  o f each box.
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reform  le d  them to  advocate union m ili ta n c y  in  th e  1860s. H arriso n  was 

a  law yer and V ic to r ia n  w r ite r - to - th e - re v ie w s  and B eesly  tau g h t h i s to r y  

a t  U n iv e rs ity  C o llege, London.

T h e ir correspondence in  1858 and 1859 i l lu m in a te s  b o th  L ib e ra l  

and w o rk in g -c la ss  o p in io n  about B r ig h t. I t  a lso  re v e a ls  th e  n a tu re  o f 

th e  evo lv ing  in te rn a t io n a l  la b o r  movement. In  1858 H arriso n  c a l le d  

B rig h t th e  "o n ly  g re a t  p u b lic  man we h a v e ."  The n ex t y e a r , p robab ly  

b e fo re  th e  e le c t io n ,  he compared B rig h t to  Palm erston  and Derby and con

cluded th a t  th e  o ld  F ree  T rader was tho rough ly  dem ocratic . But he a ls o  

no ted  B r ig h t’s im potence:

B rig h t seems to  me r ig h t  and sound. I  on ly  w ish he had 
shown some t r a c e  o f th e  t r u t h  b en ea th — th a t  th e  n a tio n s  o f 
Europe a re  so bound up th ey  m ust a c t  to g e th e r . The p u b lic  have 
a s tro n g  i n s t i n c t  o f s o l id a r i t y  o f p eo p les .

H a rr iso n ’s i n t e l l e c t u a l  p e rc e p tio n  o f  th e  p e o p le ’s s o l i d a r i t y  exceeded 

th e  " p r o le ta r ia n s ’" ex p ec ta tio n s  o f  e ig h t  o r  te n  y e a rs  p re v io u s . Perhaps 

th e  en thusiasm  o f youth caused him to  confuse hopes w ith  r e a l i t y .  Regard

l e s s ,  he d id  p e rc e iv e  th a t  B rig h t la ck ed  an in te r n a t io n a l  o r ie n ta t io n :

B rig h t i s  to o  san q u in . He has a l ie n a te d  th e  r ic h  and has 
no t gained  th e  poor. B esid es, b e in g  w ith o u t a fo re ig n  p o lic y  he 
i s  hampered. There i s  a d u l l  f e e l in g  th a t  he i s  i n f e r io r  to  
Lord Palm erston  and Lord John because  he  only ta lk s  abou t "reform " 
and knows no th ing  o f th e  " s t a t e  o f E urope."71

Royden H arriso n , "P ro fe s so r  B eesly  and th e  W orking-Class 
Movement," i n  B riggs and S a v i l le ,  e d s . .  Essays in  Labour H is to ry , pp. 205- 
41. See a ls o  A ustin  H arriso n , F re d e r ic  H arrison—Thoughts and Mémoires 
(London: W illiam  Heinemann, L td . ,  1926); D avidson, Eminent E ng lish
L ib e ra ls , pp. 204-16; Royden H a rriso n , "E. S. B eesly and K arl M arx," 
In te r n a t io n a l  Review of S o c ia l H is to ry , IV (P a rt 1, 1959), 22-58; I b i d . ,  
(P a r t 2 , 1959), 208-38; and Bellamy and S a v i l le ,  e d s . .  D ic tio n a ry  o f 
Labour B iography, I I ,  162-74.

^^For H a rriso n ’s comments o f  above see F re d e r ic  H a rriso n  to  
E. S. B eesly , [1858], Box 1 , S e c tio n  A, F red e ric  H arriso n  P apers;
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The " r e s p e c ta b le s '"  approach to  le ad in g  a genuine I n te rn a t io n a l

la b o r  movement I s  d i f f i c u l t  to  comprehend. On two p o in ts  they  d i f f e r e d

from w o rk in g -c la ss  o p in io n . This q u est fo r  B r ig h t 's  adherence makes no

se n se , e s p e c ia l ly  s in c e  H a rriso n  knew in  e a r ly  1859 from a man w ith

tr a d e  union connec tions th a t  th e  w orking men o f London d is l ik e d  B rig h t

f o r  h i s  p rev io u s  o p p o s itio n  to  manhood s u ff ra g e  and to  th e  Ten Hours

72b i l l  and th a t  they  " f e a r  B r ig h t 's  c l a s s ."  I f  th e  w orkers fe a red  

B r ig h t ' s c la s s ,  th ey  a lso  d i s t r u s te d  L ib e ra ls  such as  H arriso n  and B eesly , 

d e s p i te  H a r r is o n 's  c la im  th a t  he d is l ik e d  p lu to c ra c y . M oreover, H a rriso n  

adm ired Louis Napoleon to  th e  e x te n t o f c o n s id e rin g  him a  m a s te rfu l 

s ta tesm an ; he r e g r e t te d  th e  su sp ic io u s  a t t i t u d e  th a t  Englishm en, p a r

t i c u l a r l y  th e  working men, harbored  tow ards th e  Emperor. A fte r  th e  

French In v asion  In  May, 1859 In  a id  o f S a rd in ia , H arriso n  t r i e d  to  e s ta b 

l i s h  a  committee to  co u n te r E ng lish  Francophobie b u t d isco v ered  th a t  th e  

I t a l i a n  M azzinlans and t h e i r  B r i t i s h  a l l i e s ,  in c lu d in g  P . A. T ay lo r and

th e  " u ltra -d e m o c ra ts ,"  would n o t p a r t i c ip a te  In  any v e n tu re  th a t  a id ed

73th e  man o f  December 2 . T a y lo r 's  p o s i t io n  came c lo s e r  to  w o rk in g -c la ss  

o p in io n  about Napoleon than  d id  H a r r is o n 's .

Only one co n c lu s io n  I s  p o s s ib le .  The P o s i t i v i s t s  sought to  

submerge what rem ained of " p r o le ta r ia n '' in te rn a tio n a lis m  to  " re sp e c ta b le "  

m id d le -c la ss  Id e a ls .  They wanted to  b lu n t  p r o le ta r ia n  Independence and

F re d e r ic  H arriso n  to  E. S. B eesly , [1859], Box 1 , S ec tio n  A, I b id . ;  and 
F re d e r ic  H arrison  to  E. S. B eesly , [1859], Box 1 , S ec tio n  A, Ib id .

72 F re d e ric  H arriso n  to  E. S. B eesly , [1859], Box 1 , S ec tio n  A, 
F re d e r ic  H arriso n  P a p e rs .

7 3 F re d e ric  H a rriso n  to  E. S. B eesly , [1858], Box 1, S ec tio n  A, 
I b i d . ; and H a rriso n , A u to b io g rap h ica l Memoirs, I ,  188-89.
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con tinue  d e f e r e n t ia l  p o l i t i c s  w ith in  a  s o c ia l  system  under m id d le -c la ss  

r a th e r  th an  a r i s t o c r a t i c  dom ination . Seen w ith in  th e  co n tex t o f m idd le- 

c la s s  consciousness th a t  emerged from th e  Crimean War H a rr is o n 's  e f f o r t s  

a t  in f lu e n c in g  th e  in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r  movement a r e  u n d e rs tan d ab le .

H is w r it in g s  s u b s ta n t ia te  t h i s  th eo ry . In  1858 he advocated

a r t i s a n  su ff ra g e  n o t manhood s u f f ra g e . H is p o s i t io n  r e f le c te d  a  cynicism

common to  th e  m id d le -c la s s : " I  want to  g ive  th e  a r t i s a n  a  v o te  n o t

because I  th in k  i t  i s  r ig h t  b u t because I  th in k  he  w i l l  g e t some good

in d i r e c t ly  by hav ing  i t . "  Hence, H a r r is o n 's  d i s l ik e  f o r  " . . .  E rn es t

Jones and h is  l o t  [who] a re  h o s t i l e  to  B r ig h t ."  H is su sp ic io n  th a t  Jones
74re p re se n te d  th e  London w orkers b e lie d  h is  fe a r s  o f th e  p r o l e t a r i a t .

The in te r j e c t io n  o f th e  I t a l i a n  q u e s tio n  com plicated  b u t 

u l t im a te ly  so lved  h i s  problem . With a war about to  b reak  o u t and a 

G eneral E le c tio n  forthcom ing he sp ec u la ted : " I  shou ld  n o t wonder i f  a

European war o f freedom ending in  th e  independence o f I t a l y ,  and th e  f a l l  

o f L.N. [Louis Napoleon] were to  be . . . fo llow ed by a  r a d ic a l  move a t  

home in  f a c t  /30 fo llow ed  by /3 2 ."^ ^  He fe a red  a  re p e a t o f th e  a g i ta t io n  

p r io r  to  th e  Reform B i l l  o f 1832. Whether th a t  m ight a c tu a l ly  have 

occu rred  i s  b e s id e  th e  p o in t ,  a lthough  i t  seems u n l ik e ly ,  because he 

began an immediate campaign to  flo o d  th e  p re s s ,  e s p e c ia l ly  th e  cheap and 

Saturday p a p e rs , w ith  a r t i c l e s  a rg u in g  h i s  c ase . He proposed th a t  ten  

o r tw elve men w r i te  l e t t e r s  and pam phlets and o rg an ize  p u b lic  m eetings 

to  encourage " . . . peace—n o n -in te rv e n tio n —re s p e c tf u l  w a tch fu ln ess  o f

^^E x trac t o f a  l e t t e r ,  F re d e ric  H arriso n , u n da ted . Box 1 , 
S ec tion  A, F re d e ric  H arriso n  P a p e rs .

^ ^ F red eric  H arriso n  to  E. S. B eesly , [1859], Box 1, S ec tio n  A,
Ibid.
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Napoleon—reaso n ab le  p re c au tio n s  as to  d e fen se . . . —h o s t i l i t y  to  a l l  

c o a l i t io n s ,  Holy A llia n c e s , T re a tie s  o f V ienna, Balance o f Power, any 

support of th e  A u strian  or e x is t in g  s t a t e - s y s t e m . I n  a l e t t e r ,  which 

was w r it te n  a f t e r  th e  B a t t le  o f S o lfe r in o , he emphasized two p o in ts .

His w r i te r s  were to  focus on th e  cheap weekly and p ro v in c ia l  p re sse s  

which were f r ie n d ly  to  fo re ig n  freedom b u t were too  " ig n o ra n t"  to  accom

p lish  much w ith o u t q u a l i ty  a r t i c l e s  prov ided  them. T h e ir enormous c irc u 

la t io n  o ffe re d  th e  b e s t  o p p o rtu n ity  to  reach  th e  m asses. Among th e  

papers he suggested  were th e  D ispatch and th e  Sunday Times, a lthough  he 

sen t h is  l e t t e r s  to  th e  D aily  News. He a lso  suggested  sending p e rso n a l 

ad d resses  to  Jones and Holyoake to  encourage them to  adopt more re sp ec 

ta b le  s ta n c e s . Secondly, th e  e n t i r e  p ro je c t  was in tended  to  m arsh a ll 

p u b lic  op in ion  to  in f lu e n c e  a r i s t o c r a t i c  government a g a in s t  in v o lv in g

England in  a  war to  defend th e  A u strian  Empire. Pulzsky approved o f th is  

77program.

The l ik e lih o o d  o f  England engaging in  th e  war was n o n e x is ten t 

a f t e r  Palm erston took  o f f ic e  in  June. Although fav o rin g  I t a l y ’s cause 

Palm erston and R u sse ll made t h e i r  p o s i t io n  c le a r ;  i t  was fo r  s t r i c t  

n e u t r a l i ty .  H arriso n  co n cen tra ted  on p u b lic  op in ion  m an ipu la tion .

T h ere in  la y  h is  sea rch  fo r  B r ig h t 's  co o p era tio n  on th e  one hand and 

fo r  adm ittance o f th e  a r t i s a n s  to  th e  f ra n c h is e  on th e  o th e r  hand. Of 

n e c e s s i ty , he s tro v e  to  encourage r e s p e c ta b i l i ty  in  th e  in te r n a t io n a l  

la b o r movement. The immediate accomplishment o f h is  go a l was squelched

^^F red eric  H arrison  to  E. S. B eesly , [1859], Box 1 , S ec tio n  A, 
F red e ric  H arriso n  P ap e rs .

^^F red eric  H arrison  to  E. S. B eesly , [1859], Box 1 , S ec tio n  A,
Ibid.
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when Napoleon signed  th e  Peace o f  V illa f ra n c a  and dropped ou t o f the

war. With h is  ta s k  incom plete , H a rriso n ’ s p ra is e  fo r  Napoleon tu rned  to

d isappoin tm ent as he accused th e  Emperor of b e tra y in g  I t a l y .  Napoleon’s

f a i l u r e  to  u n ify  I t a l y  made H a rr iso n ’s p o s it io n  "u n p le a sa n t."  He a lso

had second though ts  about B rig h t: "How c le a r  h is  p o s i t io n  i s ,  he needs

78no defense  o r  e x p lan a tio n . Were we wrong to  leav e  him?"

Meanwhile, th e  i n te r n a t io n a l i s t  p re s s  expressed  i t s  d isappoin tm ent

a t  th e  w ar’s co n c lu s io n . Both Reynolds and Jones concluded th a t  Louis

79Napoleon had cheated  th e  I t a l i a n s  out o f t h e i r  freedom. Jones specu

la te d  on a G a rib a ld ian -led  in s u r re c t io n  to  ga in  what Napoleon had w ith - 

80h e ld . In  May 1860 G a rib a ld i began h is  campaign a g a in s t  th e  Kingdom of

N aples. His success prompted S a rd in ia  to  move sou th  and jo in  h is  fo rce s

in  u n it in g  a l l  o f I t a l y  except Rome and V en etia .

G a r ib a ld i’s  e x p lo its  in te n s i f i e d  E ng lish  in t e r e s t  in  I t a l y .  He

fa s c in a te d  th e  w orking c la s s ,  b u t th e  v a rio u s  schemes fo r  a id in g  him were

conducted under m id d le -c la ss  pa tronage  and aimed a t  m id d le -c la ss  aud iences.

I n te r n a t io n a l i s t  ex p ress io n  in  fav o r o f G a rib a ld i took  s e v e ra l  form s.

Reynolds reminded h is  re a d e rs  th a t  F ran c is  I I ,  th e  King o f N aples, was

81m arried  to  a German p r in c e ss  who was r e la te d  to  P r in ce  A lb e r t .  Working- 

c la s s  i n te r n a t io n a l i s t s  had always b e lie v ed  th a t  European a r i s to c r a t s

7 8 F red e ric  H arriso n  to  E. S. B eesly , [Ju ly  20, 1859], Box 1 , 
S ec tion  A, F red e ric  H arriso n  P ap e rs .

^^Reynolds’ s Newspaper, Ju ly  10, 1859, p . 1 , Ju ly  24, 1859, 
p . 1; C abinet Newspaper, Ju ly  16, 1859, p . 4 , and Ju ly  23, 1859, p . 4 .

80See, f o r  example. C abinet Newspaper, August 13, 1859, p . 4 
and November 12, 1859, p . 1.

81Reynolds’s Newspaper. May 27, 1860, p. 3.
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82f e l t  more sympathy w ith  one an o th er th an  w ith  t h e i r  n a t iv e  p o p u la tio n s .

In  p a r t ,  t h i s  was a  xenophobic re sp o n se . I t  a ls o  rev ea led  a  genuine 

sen se  o f c la s s  aw areness. The r e a c tio n  to  A lb e rt f e l l  in  th e  f i r s t  

ca teg o ry  and th e  concerns about th e  I t a l i a n  s i tu a t io n  f i t t e d  th e  l a t t e r .

Secondly, s e v e ra l  com m ittees c o lle c te d  money fo r  th e  in s u rg e n ts .

The Em ancipation o f I t a l y  S u b sc rip tio n  was rev iv ed  and v a rio u s  o th e r  new
83G a rib a ld i Funds were e s ta b lis h e d  th roughou t England and S co tlan d . More 

im p o rtan t, an e f f o r t  commenced to  send B r i t i s h  v o lu n te e rs  to  h e lp  G ari

b a ld i .  Such a  dem onstration  o f  en thusiasm  was e x a c tly  what H arriso n  and 

B eesly  had worked to  f o r e s t a l l .  Had th ey  known how c o lo ss a l a mismanaged 

a f f a i r  i t  would become th ey  m ight have b re a th ed  e a s ie r .  In  o rd e r  to  

avo id  le g a l  p ro se cu tio n  under th e  F o re ign  E n listm en t Act (Act 59th  Geo. 

I l l ,  cap . 69) th e  G a rib a ld i Legion r e c ru i te d  " e x c u s io n is ts ."  Armed 

v o lu n te e rs  where sou g h t, e s p e c ia l ly  th o se  who cou ld  pay fo r  t h e i r  own 

tr a n s p o r ta t io n ,  and about 550 were s e n t to  N aples in  m id-O ctober o f  1860. 

They a r r iv e d  in  tim e to  f ig h t  in  one engagement b e fo re  th e  in s u r r e c t io n  

ended and G a rib a ld i w ithdrew  to  h is  farm  a t  C aprera. About h a l f  o f  them 

re tu rn e d  to  England and a ttem p ted  to  c laim  th e  wages prom ised to  them b u t 

never p a id . Many of th e  E n g lish  m anufacturing  firm s th a t  had advanced

m a te r ia ls  on th e  prom ise o f fu tu r e  payment a lso  f a i le d  to  c o l l e c t .
84A pparen tly , some o f  th e  o f f ic e r s  had embezzled p a r t  o f  th e  funds.

82 See W eisser, W orking-Class Movements, pp. 89-90.

^^Gossman, " B r i t is h  A id ,"  South A tla n tic  Q u a rte r ly , LXVIII,
237, 244 and Newspaper C u ttin g s , Landor Praed [George Jacob H olyoake], 
L e t te r  to  D a ily  News, October 14, [1860], Holyoake C o lle c tio n , B ishops- 
g a te  I n s t i t u t e ,  London and Newspaper C u ttin g , Landon Praed [George Jacob 
H olyoake], L e t te r  to  D aily  News. O ctober 29, [1860], Ib id .

^^For the Garibaldi Legion see McCabe, Holyoake, I, 308-25 and
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Such were th e  r e s u l t s  o f  th e  rom antic  e f f o r t  to  a id  in  th e  

e s tab lish m en t o f an I t a l i a n  s t a t e .  I t  was n o t an in d ic a t io n  o f w orking- 

c la s s  in te rn a tio n a lis m . The men behind  th e se  p r o je c ts  w ere m iddle c la s s .  

W. H. A sh u rs t, ju n io r ,  Mr. Crawford, M .P., Mr. W illiam  Coningham, M .P., 

and Holyoake p layed  th e  prom inent r o le s .  Concern f o r  how s o c ie ty  p e r

ceived  th e  G a rib a ld i Legion ranked h igh among i t s  p ro m o te r 's  p r i o r i t i e s .  

Reverend H. N. B a rn e tt inform ed a p u b lic  m eeting in  th e  L i te r a ry  I n s t i 

tu te  a t  D eptford  th a t  th e  men who fought fo r  G a r ib a ld i w ere n o t " ra g -

85tag "  b u t young p a t r i o t i c  gentlem en.

A fte r  th e  L eg ion’s f a i l u r e  a ttem p ts  were made to  c o l le c t  money

to  pay o f f  i t s  d eb ts  and to  m a in ta in  E ng lish  aw areness o f th e  I t a l i a n

q u e s tio n . For exam ple, P. A. T ay lor c re a te d  th e  G a rib a ld i I t a l i a n  U nity

86Committee a long  th e  l in e s  o f  th e  SFI. This group accom plished l i t t l e

except th e  p u b lic a t io n  of a pam phlet co n ta in in g  two le c tu r e s  and two

re p r in te d  House o f  Commons speeches o f James S ta n s fe ld  and th e  c o l le c -

87t io n  o f some £2,000. The m onetary a id  was ex tended  in  1862 when

and H olyoake 's  own amusing b u t in a c c u ra te  account in  h is  Bygones Worth 
Remembering, I ,  243-58. See a ls o  H olyoake's l e t t e r s  w r i t te n  to  th e  
D aily  News under th e  pseudonym Landor Praed between O ctober 5 and Decem
b er 26, 1850: Newspaper C u ttin g s , Holyoake C o lle c t io n , B ishopsgate .
The L eg io n 's  p ro g re ss  was follow ed in  R eyno lds's  Newspaper, August 19,
1860, p. 10, August 26, 1860, p. 10, September 23, 1860, p . 14, Novem
b e r 25, 1860, p. 12, and December 23, 1860, p. 16.

85R eynolds’s Newspaper. September 23, 1860, p . 6 .
86R ey n o ld s 's  Newspaper, January  20, 1861, p . 9 , A p ril 13, 1862, 

p. 4; P. A. T ay lo r to  Joseph Cowen, ju n io r ,  A p ril  4 , 1861, A.683, Cowen 
C o lle c t io n ; Address o f th e  G a rib a ld i I t a l i a n  U nity  Committee, August
1861, A .690, I b id . ;  C irc u la r  o f th e  G a rib a ld ien  I t a l i a n  U nity Committee, 
September 1861, A .692, I b i d . ;  and Newspaper C u ttin g , D aily  News,
A p ril 21, 1861, No. 1 ,316 , Holyoake C o lle c tio n .

87James S ta n s fe ld , The I t a l i a n  Movement and th e  I t a l i a n  P a r t i e s  
(London: James Ridgway, 1862) and Gossman, " B r i t i s h  A id ,"  South A tla n tic
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G a rib a ld i u n su c c e ss fu lly  t r i e d  to  tak e  Rome and was d e fea ted  a t  

Aspromonte.

This in s u r re c t io n  b rought tr a d e  union In flu en ce  to  the

fo re f ro n t  o f w o rk in g -c la ss  in te rn a tio n a lis m . An ad d ress  to  th e  w orkers

o f London from th e  G eneral N eap o litan  S o c ie ty  o f Working Men o f th e

S ec tio n s  o f M utual H elp , d a ted  December 7 , 1861, was pub lish ed  in

88R ey no lds 's  Newspaper on January  5 , 1862. This s o c ie ty ,  which was 

p robab ly  a  co o p era tiv e  un ion , c a l le d  upon E ng lish  w orkers fo r  sympathy. 

I t s  p le a  came a t  an a p p ro p r ia te  tim e. The tra d e  union movement had 

emerged much s tren g th en ed  from th e  London b u i ld e r s ' s t r i k e  o f  1859-60 

over th e  n in e -h o u r day. The b u i ld e r s ' s t r i k e  p r e c ip i ta te d  th e  emergence 

o f th e  London Trades C ouncil, o r  " J u n ta ,"  which was designed to  d i r e c t  

and guide London unionism . R obert A pplegarth  o f th e  C arp en te rs , W illiam  

A llan  of th e  E ng in eers , D an iel G uile  o f th e  Iro n fo u n d e rs , Edwin Coulson 

o f th e  B ric k la y e rs  and George Odger o f th e  West-End L a d ie s ' Shoemakers' 

S o c ie ty  dominated i t  in  th e  1860s. These u n io n is ts  b e lie v e d  in  a  p o lic y  

o f c o n c i l ia t io n  w ith  th e  bou rgo is  economic w orld and pursued a s t r a te g y  

o f commitment to  improvement, s e l f - h e lp ,  m oderation reg a rd in g  s t r i k e s  

and r e s p e c ta b i l i ty .  They supported  th e  " r ig h t"  causes in  o rd e r to  prove 

them selves to  m id d le -c la ss  L ib e ra ls .  I t a l i a n  u n if ic a t io n  was one o f 

th e se  causes and H arriso n  and B eesly  were among th e  L ib e ra ls  who .

Q u a r te r ly , LXVIII, 237-38, 244. I  a r r iv e d  a t  t h i s  1862 f ig u re  through 
com putations based on Gossman's c i t a t i o n  o f £3,972 as th e  t o t a l  amount 
c o lle c te d  in  1862 and 1864. He in d ic a te s  th a t  £1,972 of th a t  sum was 
c o lle c te d  in  1864. In  p a r t  h is  f ig u re s  a re  taken  from Rudman, I t a l i a n  
N a tio n a lism , p . 326.

88Reynolds's Newspaper, January 5, 1862, p. 5.
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89ex erc ised  in flu en c e  over th e  tra d e  u n io n is ts .  The Webbs exaggerated

th e  u n ity  w ith in  the  London tra d e s  un ions. Odger, a lthough a LTC member,

Robert H a rtw e ll, an e x -C h a r tis t  and l a t e r  e d i to r  o f th e  Bee-Hive, and

George P o t t e r ,  a  jo in e r  who was manager, e d i to r  and p ro p r ie to r  o f th e
90Bee-Hive, le d  th e  d isc o n te n t a g a in s t  th e  la rg e r  amalgamated u n io n s .

They were prom inent in  m arsh a llin g  tra d e  union support fo r  G a r ib a ld i in  

1862 and 1864. The Bee-Hive was th e  most im portan t tra d e  union paper o f 

th e  1860s and through i t s  pages in te rn a t io n a l  news reached th e  London 

w o rk in g -c la ss  re a d e r.

The a c tio n s  of a m id d le -c la ss  o rg a n iz a tio n  c a l l in g  i t s e l f  th e  

Working Men's G arib a ld ien  Fund Committee preceded th e  u n io n is ts ' a c t iv e  

involvem ent in  in te r n a t io n a l  is s u e s . I t  c a l le d  fo r  a p u b lic  m eeting in  

Hyde Park on September 28, 1862, to  exp ress  sympathy w ith  th e  I t a l i a n s  

and to  p r o te s t  French occupation  of Rome. U nfo rtu n ate ly , when th e  f i f t y  

G a rib a ld ia n s , led  by th e  S e c u la r is t  C harles B radlaugh, a r r iv e d  to  harange

th e  20,000 assem bled a r t i s a n s ,  th ey  encountered about 500 I r i s h  la b o re rs

who p e lte d  them w ith  s to n es  and b ludgeons. The p o lic e  f i n a l ly  c le a re d

th e  grounds b e fo re  a downpour s e n t everyone home. The E ng lish  a n t i -

P apal a g i ta t io n  o f th e  p a s t  th re e  y ea rs  reg a rd in g  Rome's ex c lu s io n  from 

th e  I t a l i a n  n a tio n  c rea ted  t h i s  o u tb u rs t  o f I r i s h  n a tio n a lism  and r e l i g i 

o s i ty .  The fo llow ing  Sunday a la r g e r  dem onstration  occu rred ; i t

8 9 F ra s e r , Trade Unions and S o c ie ty , pp. 47-48, 59, 147. For 
th e  1859-60 s t r i k e  see  Webb and Webb, The H is to ry  o f Trade Unionism, 
pp. 228—42.

90For Odger see  H inton , E nglish  R adical L eaders, pp. 328-39 
and fo r  P o t t e r 's  and H a r tw e ll 's  c o n f l ic t  w ith  th e  "Jun ta"  see  Stephen 
Coltham, "George P o t te r ,  th e  Ju n ta , and th e  Bee-Hive I , "  In te rn a t io n a l  
Review o f S o c ia l H is to ry , IX (P a r t 3 , 1964), 391-432 and "George P o t te r ,  
th e  J u n ta , and th e  Bee-Hive I I , "  I n te rn a t io n a l  Review of S o c ia l H is to ry , 
X (P a rt 1 , 1965), 23-65.
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r e s u l te d  in  p itc h e d  b a t t l e s  throughout th e  West End th a t  l a s te d  in to  

91th e  week.

The G a rib a ld i r i o t s  w ere no t confined  to  London. A se r io u s  

d is tu rb a n ce  broke o u t a t  B irkenhead a c ro ss  th e  Mersey from L iv erp o o l.

On th e  evening of O ctober 15 a la rg e  group of "low er o rd e rs"  Roman 

C a th o lic s , m ostly  I r i s h ,  under th e  le a d e rsh ip  o f a  p r i e s t  a ttem p ted  to  

p rev en t th e  B r i t i s h  P a rliam en ta ry  D ebating S ocie ty  from d isc u ss in g  

G a r ib a ld i 's  m e r i ts .  Three hundred members of th e  Orange S o c ie ty  from 

L iverpoo l provoked th e  C a th o lic s  in to  a r i o t  a g a in s t  p ro p e rty , which th e  

lo c a l  a u th o r i t ie s  p u t down w ith  co n sid e ra b le  d i f f i c u l ty .  A tte s t in g  to  

th e  se r io u sn e ss  o f th e  s i tu a t io n  82 members o f th e  C heshire c o n s tab u la ry  

and 1,000 s p e c ia l  co n s ta b u le s  a s s i s te d  B irkenhead 's  60 man p o lic e  fo rc e .

In  a d d it io n , 150 s o ld ie r s  from th e  49th  Regiment o f Foot were b rough t in  

and q u a rte red  in  s e v e ra l  la rg e  b u ild in g s  n ear the  ra ilw ay  s t a t io n  in  th e  

v ic in i t y  o f th e  d e b a te . Although they  were no t re q u ire d , th e  n e c e s s i ty  

f o r  m i l i t a r y  re in fo rcem en t o f th e  lo c a l  a u th o r i t i e s ,  d e s p ite  th e  p o lic e  

reform s o f  1856, was rem in iscen t of th e  e a r ly  C h a r t is t  days. The s o ld ie r s  

rem ained in  th e  a re a , a lthough  an o th er expected r i o t  f a i l e d  to  m a te r ia l

i z e .  S im ila r o u tb u rs ts  o ccu rred  a t  T ra le e , Drogheda and Newry. E ighteen  

r i o t e r s  were h e ld  in  C heste r C as tle  under th e  guard o f a detachm ent of

tro o p s  u n t i l  th e  C h este r W inter A ssizes began on December 11. Seventeen

92o f them were co n v ic ted  o f r io t in g .

91R eyno lds 's  Newspaper, October 5 , 1862, pp. 3, 4; Bee-Hive, 
October 4 , 1862, p . 1 ; O ctober 11, 1862, p . 1; and Sheridan G ille y ,
"The G a rib a ld i R io ts  o f  1862," H is to r ic a l  Jo u rn a l, XVI (December, 1973), 
697-732.

92Chairman o f Bench o f  M ag is tra te s  to  Home S e c re ta ry , October 16, 
1862, H.O. 45/7326; E nclosu re , D aily  P o s t, October 16, 1862, in  J .  K.
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Thus, a  sim ple  p ro -G a rib a ld i dem onstration  in  Hyde Park sparked  

a r i o t  and preceded a  s e r ie s  o f o th e r  s im ila r  d is tu rb a n c e s . The d is 

o rd e rs  u n s e t t le d  th e  a u th o r i t i e s  and were to  have a profound impact upon 

o f f i c i a l  re a c t io n  to  G a r ib a ld i’ s 1864 v i s i t  to  England. For th e  i n t e r 

n a t io n a l  la b o r  movement th e se  a f f a i r s  were im m ediately s ig n i f i c a n t .  The 

Hyde Park  assem bly re p re se n te d  th e  f i r s t  a ttem p t a t  s ta g in g  a huge r a l l y  

s in c e  1858. Although th e  m eetin g ’ s r e s u l t s  were d i s t r e s s in g ,  such e f f o r t s  

a t  mass p a r t i c ip a t io n  in  i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t  a c t i v i t y  were both  re m in isc en t 

o f e a r l i e r  days and in d ic a t iv e  o f th e  fu tu r e .

The in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r  movement came under th e  d i r e c t io n  o f 

t r a d e  u n io n is ts  who were capab le  o f s ta g in g  mass r a l l i e s .  Follow ing th e  

Hyde Park  deb ac le  a  new committee emerged in  response  to  rumors th a t  

G a rib a ld i would v i s i t  England. The Trades G a rib a ld ian  D em onstration 

Committee sought a w o rk in g -c la ss  welcome fo r  th e  I t a l i a n  p a t r i o t .  On i t s  

ex ecu tiv e  were Odgers, P o t te r ,  H a rtw e ll, W illiam  Randal Cremer, a  j o in e r ,  

R. W. Grey, a  mason, and W. T re m le tt, a  jo in e r .  In  an add ress to  G ari

b a ld i ,  th ey  claim ed to  re p re s e n t  100,000 London a r t i s a n s  who sym pathized

93w ith  " th e i r  I t a l i a n  b re th re n ."  The Committee cooperated  w ith  a  m id d le -

c la s s  C ity  o f London D em onstration Committee o f which John R ichardson was 

94s e c re ta ry .

D eardess to  Grey, O ctober 16, 1862, I b id . ;  S ir  Edward Oust to  Grey, 
O ctober 20, 1862, I b i d . ; Grey to  S ir  Edward O ust, October 20, 1862, ' 
I b id . ;  John T revor to  War D epartm ent S e c re ta ry , O ctober 20, 1862, I b i d . ; 
Horse Guards to  Mr. C liv e , O ctober 21 and October 23, 1862, I b id . ;  and 
M essrs. Walu and B e ll to  Grey, A p ril  14, 1863, Ib id .

93Bee-H ive. O ctober 25, 1862, p . 1 , November 1, 1862, p . 1; and 
R eynolds’s Newspaper, November 2 , 1862, p . 3. For Cremer see  S ir  Howard 
Evans, S ir  Randal Cremer; His L ife  and Work (London: T. F is h e r  Unwin, 
1909).

94Bee-Hive. November 8, 1862, p. 1, January 10, 1863, p. 5, and
February 14, 1863, p. 1
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G a r ib a ld i 's  lo n g -ex p ec ted  v i s i t  to  England came in  A p ril  1864. 

The enthusiasm  he g en era ted  exceeded th a t  o f K o ssu th 's  a r r i v a l  in  1851. 

A r is to c r a ts ,  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  women, shopkeepers and w orkers responded to  

h is  appearance in  England. Both th e  Trades G a rib a ld ian  D em onstration 

Committee and R ic h a rd so n 's  C ity  Committee rev iv ed  and c o lla b o ra te d  to  

s ta g e  a London welcome fo r  t h e i r  h e ro . The tr a d e  union group t r i e d  to  

r e t a in  i t s  w o rk in g -c la ss  c h a ra c te r ,  b u t cooperated  w ith  th e  C ity  Commit

te e  because bo th  pursued  a p e ac e fu l welcome. The tr a d e  union  group 

appo in ted  a  subcom m ittee to  accom plish i t s  g o a ls . The subcom m ittee con

s i s te d  o f O dgers, Coulson, A pp legarth , B u tle r ,  a  t i n  p la te  w orker, 

C ày sie r, a jo in e r ,  Shaw, a p a in te r ,  Cremer, J .  R. T ay lo r, Mr. D avis, 

P o t te r  and H a rtw e ll. The l a t t e r  two m ain ta ined  r e la t io n s  w ith  R ichard

s o n 's  group. Edmund B ea le s , who was prom inent in  th e  LAPP, was a  member
95of th e  C ity  Committee.

D iv is iv e n e s s , however, c h a ra c te r iz e d  th e  extended welcome.

P. A. T ay lo r urged Cowen to  see  G a r ib a ld i when th e  G eneral landed a t  

Southampton in  o rd e r to  encourage th e  p a t r i o t  to  t r a v e l  d i r e c t ly  to  

"N ew castle, Glasgow—Birmingham and o th e r  g re a t p la c e s ."  T ay lo r fea red  

th a t  G a r ib a ld i m ight f a l l  in to  "harm ful hands and su rround ings in  

L o n d o n . C o w e n  d id  h i s  b e s t ,  b u t G a rib a ld i e le c te d  to  spend h is  f i r s t  

days a t  th e  I s l e  of Wight under th e  in f lu e n c e  o f Mr. C harles S ee ly , L ib

e r a l  M. P. f o r  th e  I s l e  o f Wight and W. E. F o r s te r ,  a L ib e ra l  M. P. fo r  

B radford . The l a t t e r  openly co u rted  w o rk in g -c la ss  le a d e r s ,  b u t focused

^^Bee-H ive, March 26, 1864, p . 1.

^^P. A. T ay lo r to  Joseph Cowen, ju n io r ,  March 22, 1864, A .730,
Cowen C o lle c tio n .
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on th e  e l i t e  w orkers in  an e f f o r t  to  p reven t u n if ie d  w o rk in g -c la ss  

97a g i ta t io n .  Holyoake a lso  dreaded G a r ib a ld i 's  f a l l i n g  in to  th e  wrong

hands in  London. Holyoake was h im se lf n e a r ly  thrown o f f  th e  s p e c ia l

t r a i n  th a t  b rought th e  G eneral to  th e  Nine Elms s t a t i o n  of th e  South

W estern Railway in  London. The s e c u l a r i s t 's  p resence  was a larm ing  to

th e  " re sp e c ta b le s "  because th ey  d id  n o t want to  je o p a rd iz e  G a r ib a ld i 's

v i s i t  w ith  a M azzinian a s s o c ia t io n .  A lthough Holyoake managed to  s ta y

aboard , he d id  so on h is  own powers through prom ising to  rem ain in  th e

background. F o r s te r  re fu se d  to  in te rc e d e  fo r  him. H olyoake 's  own

" r e s p e c ta b i l i ty "  wore th in  when p laced  b e s id e  th e  L ib e ra ls  who were

98i n f i l t r a t i n g  l a b o r 's  h ig h e r  ech e lo n s .

The London dem o n stra tio n  was m e tic u lo u s ly  p lanned . I t s  emphasis

was upon o rd e r and a t  th e  re q u e s t o f S i r  R ichard Mayne banners and p la c -

99a rd s  a l lu d in g  to  p o l i t i c a l  and r e l ig io u s  q u e s tio n s  were p ro h ib i te d .

The 1 ,500 p o lic e  who m onitored  th e  p ro cess io n  ro u te  encoun tered  th e  

calm est m onster s t r e e t  d em onstra tion  o f  th e  m id -V ic to rian  p e rio d .

A lthough Palm erston  re fu se d  o f f i c i a l  sa n c tio n  to  a  re q u e s t to  allow  

V o lun teer R i f le  Corps to  l in e  th e  s t r e e t s ,  some, such as th e  10th Tower 

Hamlets V o lu n tee rs , marched a n y w a y . A t  the  ra ilw a y  s t a t io n  the  Gen

e r a l  re c e iv e d  ad d re sse s  from th e  two committees and then  50,000 t r a d e .

97F ra s e r ,  Trade Unions and S o c ie ty , pp. 152-53.
00

McCabe, H olyoake. I ,  326-28 and Holyoake, S ix ty  Y ears, I I ,
119-25.

9 9
B ee-H ive. A p ril  9 , 1864, p. 1.

^^^Reynolds's Newspaper. April 10, 1864, p. 4.
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tem perance and f r ie n d ly  s o c ie ty  a r t i s a n s ,  o rgan ized  under J .  B axter 

L an d ley 's  d i r e c t io n ,  marched p a s t  him. Included  in  th e  p ro cess io n  were 

I t a l i a n ,  P o lish  and Hungarian re fu g e es . The crowds along th e  f iv e  m ile  

ro u te  from Nine Elms to  th e  Duke of S u th e rla n d 's  S ta ffo rd  House, where 

G a rib a ld i would s ta y ,  dwarfed th e  t ra d e s  dem onstra tion . The Bee-Hive 

and Reynolds * s Newspaper e stim ated  th a t  about one m illio n  people lin e d  

th e  s t r e e t s  in  hopes o f a glim pse o f th e  I t a l i a n .  The Times c i te d  a  

f ig u re  of 5-6 ,000 m archers. Whichever was t r u e ,  i t  re p re se n te d  a  s ig 

n i f i c a n t  ex p ress io n  o f in te r n a t io n a l  aw areness.

During th e  n ex t few days G a rib a ld i saw v a rio u s  t o u r i s t  s i t e s  

th roughou t London and th e  immediate a re a , re ce iv ed  in v i ta t io n s  to  v i s i t  

n e a r ly  every  im portan t c i ty  in  B r i ta in ,  met w ith  d is tin g u is h e d  E ng lish 

men and conversed w ith  th e  p o l i t i c a l  e x i le s .  He spoke w ith  K arl B lin d , 

L ed ru -R o llin , Louis Blanc and A lexander H erzen, in  a d d itio n  to  many 

I t a l i a n s .  On Sunday A p ril 17 he a tte n d ed  a luncheon a t  H erzen 's  Todding-

ton  ad d ress  and made a  speech p ra is in g  M azzini fo r  h is  love  o f I t a l y  and

102h is  d ev o tio n  to  l i b e r ty .  That same evening G ladstone saw G arib a ld i 

a t  S ta ffo rd  House and th e  n ex t day th e  Queen was inform ed th a t  G a rib a ld i 

would le av e  fo r  I t a l y  w ithou t to u rin g  th e  p ro v in c ia l  towns.

The o f f i c i a l  reason  fo r  the  d e p a rtu re  was i l l - h e a l t h .  A ccusations 

and re c r im in a tio n s  flooded w o rk in g -c la ss , r a d ic a l  and p a rliam en ta ry  c i r 

c le s .  On May 10 G ladstone d ec la red  to  a  d e le g a tio n  from th e  C ity  and

Bee-H ive, A p ril 16, 1864, p . 1; R eynolds' s Newspaper.
A p ril 17, 1864, pp. 1, 6, 8; The Times, A p ril 12, 1864, p . 12. See a lso  
C h ris to p h e r H ib b e rt, G a rib a ld i and h is  Enemies (Boston: L i t t l e ,  Brown
and Company, 1965), pp. 341-42.

1 0 2 Bee-Hive, April 23, 1864, p. 1.
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Working Men's G a rib a ld i Committee th a t  he had inform ed th e  G eneral in  

I t a l i a n  o f a  Dr. F e rg u sso n 's  m edical re p o r t  which inc luded  a w arning th a t  

i f  he went on th e  p ro v in c ia l  to u r  h is  h e a lth  m ight be im paired . Glad

stone denied any p o l i t i c a l  p re ssu re  and d isc la im ed  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  fo r  th e  

G e n e ra l 's  im pressions th a t  Her M a je s ty 's  Government w ished him to  leave

England. The d ep u ta tio n  o f B eales, J .  R. T ay lo r, Shaen, L angley, Odger

103and H artw ell was unconvinced. T h e ir d i s t r u s t  emanated from a much

paraphrased  account o f an in te rv ie w  about h is  m eeting w ith  G ladstone th a t

G a rib a ld i had had w ith  Cowen on A p ril 19. Cowen's accoun t, which was

given to  th e  C ity  Committee on A p ril  20, and Shaen 's and P. A. T a y lo r 's

v e rs io n s  o f th e  in te rv ie w  v a r ie d . Cowen l a t e r  inform ed Holyoake th a t  he

had n o t spoken to  Shaen a t  a l l  and th a t  th e  R eynolds' s Newspaper copy of
104an ex p lan a tio n  th a t  he had se n t to  H artw ell was in a c c u ra te .

D esp ite  th e  co n fu sio n , popu lar op in ion  h e ld  G ladstone g u i l ty ;  

he probably  was. H arriso n  w ro te  to  B eesly : "G ladstone i s  c e r ta in ly  a

brazen  l i a r ." ^ ^ ^  C irc u m stan tia l evidence in d ic a te s  th a t  th e  a u th o r i t ie s  

were uneasy about th e  e f f e c t s  o f  G a r ib a ld i 's  v i s i t  on th e  low er c la s s e s  

and hence th ey  were l ik e ly  to  encourage h is  e a r ly  d e p a r tu re . V ic to r ia

103R eyno lds's  Newspaper. May 15, 1864, p. 3.

^^^Bee-Hive, A p ril  23, 1864, p. 1 and R eyno lds 's  Newspaper,
May 15, 1864, p. 3. For th e  ex p lan a to ry  l e t t e r  see  R eyno lds's  Newspaper, 
May 29, 1864, p . 8 and Bee-H ive, May 28, 1864, p . 1. For Cowen's c l a r i 
f ic a t io n  of th a t  l e t t e r  see  Joseph Cowen, ju n io r  to  George Jacob Holyoake, 
May 31, 1864, No. 1 ,543 , Holyoake C o lle c tio n . Much of th e  confusion  
a ro se  from P. A. T a y lo r 's  a ttem p t to  invo lve  Cowen in  a l i t e r a r y  exposé, 
which never appeared , o f G la d s to n e 's  and th e  E a rl o f S h a fte sb u ry 's  p a r t  
in  G a r ib a ld i 's  le av in g ; see  P. A. T aylor to  Joseph Cowen, ju n io r ,
A p ril 25, 1864, A .810, Cowen C o lle c tio n  and P. A. T ay lor to  Joseph 
Cowen, ju n io r ,  June 11, 1864, A .839, Ib id .

^^^F rederic  H arrison  to  E. S. B eesly , March 1864, Box 1,
S ection  A, F re d e ric  H arrison  P ap e rs .
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106d is l ik e d  him because o f h i s  a s s o c ia tio n  w ith  dem ocrats and re fu g e e s . 

Although Palm erston  dined w ith  G a r ib a ld i, th e  Prime M in is te r  was su s

p ic io u s  o f th e  G a rib a ld ian  dem onstrations because th ey  u p se t th e  A u strian  

and French governments and because he b e lie v e d  th ey  were l ik e ly  to  arouse  

renewed dem ocratic  a g i ta t io n  in  E n g l a n d . P a l m e r s t o n ’ s f e a r s  were 

j u s t i f i e d  because th e  d is g ru n tle d  G a rib a ld i com m ittees tu rn ed  a Working 

Men’s  Shakespeare T ercen tenary  Committee m eeting on A p ril  23 a t  Prim rose 

H i l l  park  in to  a  p r o te s t  m eeting . The p o lic e  d isp e rse d  th e  g a th e rin g

under a  s tan d in g  o rd e r e s ta b lis h e d  a f t e r  th e  1862 Hyde Park  d is tu rb - :

108ances. Apprehension o f an o th er G a rib a ld i r i o t  determ ined th e se

o f f i c i a l  a c t io n s .  Even th e  o rg an ize rs  o f th e  A p ril  11 p ro cess io n

expressed  r e l i e f  when I r i s h  C a th o lic  w orkers f a i l e d  to  appear and a

109ruckus was avo ided . Concern over r i o t s  was j u s t i f i e d .  But a n x ie ty  

about a popu lar d em onstra tion  e f fe c t in g  governm ental p o lic y  was exagger

a te d . As Holyoake s a id :

. . .  he [G a rib a ld i]  must d is t in g u is h  betw een p o p u la r sympathy 
and p o p u la r power. He m ight f in d  h im se lf  th e  s u b je c t o f  th e  
generous en thusiasm  o f th e  s t r e e t s ,  b u t he must tak e  i t  a s  th e  
v o ice  o f th e  p eo p le , n o t th e  v o ice  o f th e  Government. HO

The i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t s  had long reco gn ized  th e  d i s t in c t io n .  But

whereas th e  " p ro le ta r ia n s "  had f a i le d  to  in te g r a te  p eop le  and government,

th e  " re sp e c ta b le s "  had worked to  p rec lu d e  such an agreem ent. A fte r  th e

^^^H ib b ert, G a rib a ld i and h is  Enemies, pp. 344-46.

^^^R id ley , Lord Palm erston , p . 771.
108

Bee-Hive, A p ril  30, 1864, pp. 1 , 4 , May 5 , 1864, p . 1 ; and 
R eynolds’s Newspaper, May 1, 1864, p . 8.

1 0 9 Bee-H ive, A p ril 16, 1864, p . 1 .

^^^Holyoake, Bygones Worth Remembering, I ,  232.
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Prim rose H i l l  a f f a i r  some s ix ty  men from bo th  th e  m iddle c la s s  and 

working c la s s ,  in c lu d in g  B ea les , Shaen, B eesly , H a rriso n  and George 

Howell, a  b r ic k la y e r ,  reconvened a t  an o th er lo c a t io n . Howell made a 

p ro p o sa l th a t  le d  to  th e  c r e a t io n  in  1855 o f th e  Reform League w hich, 

a lthough  a  w o rk in g -c la ss  o rg a n iz a tio n , inc lu d ed  m id d le -c la ss  re p re se n ta 

t iv e s .  I t  p layed  a c e n t r a l  r o le  in  th e  a g i ta t io n  p reced ing  th e  Reform 

B i l l  o f  1867.^^^ P a lm erston , of co u rse , m issed a l l  t h a t .

L even thal p in p o in te d  th e  s ig n if ic a n c e  o f th e  G a r ib a ld i v i s i t .

I t  a llow ed a  . . more in c lu s iv e  b len d in g  o f m id d le -c la ss  R ad ica ls  and

tra d e  u n io n is ts  than  th e  dom estic reform  e f f o r t  had been a b le  to  ach iev e  

112a lo n e ."  G a r ib a ld i’ s s h o r t- te rm  im pact on the  i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t s  was 

n e g l ig ib le .  The Reform League was th e  d e m o n s tra tio n 's  on ly  ta n g ib le  

r e s u l t .  But th e  reform s th a t  i t  sought bore  sca rc e  resem blance to  th o se  

of th e  in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r  movement.

This b len d in g  o f  c la s s e s  was fu r th e re d  in  two a d d i t io n a l  

a g i ta t io n s .  S ince  b o th  o f th e se  have rece iv ed  ample a n a ly s is ,  a  d e ta i le d  

account h e re  i s  u n n ecessary . R a th e r, th ey  a re  d iscu ssed  as examples o f 

c la s s  co o p era tio n  on th e  b u re a u c ra tic  le v e l  th a t  marked th e se  y e a rs .

F i r s t ,  th e  American C iv il  War provided  th e  P o s i t i v i s t s  an 

o p p o rtu n ity  to  cement t h e i r  a l l i a n c e  w ith  th e  tra d e  u n io n is ts  and w ith  

B rig h t. B eesly fo s te re d  t h i s  developm ent. He o rgan ized  a huge m eeting 

a t  S t . Jam es' H a ll ,  London, on March 26, 1863, in  which he amassed on th e

^^^L even thal, R esp ectab le  R ad ica l, pp. 48-49 and G i l le s p ie ,  
Labor and P o l i t i c s ,  pp . 250-51.

n i L ev en th a l, R espectab le  R a d ic a l, p . 50; see  a ls o  F ra s e r ,  
Trade Unions and S o c ie ty , p . 125.
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same p la tfo rm  th e  m ajor London tra d e  u n io n is ts  under B r ig h t 's

chairm anship . B r ig h t 's  p resen ce  drew him in to  c lo s e r  c o o p e ra tio n  w ith

th e se  w o rk in g -c la ss  elem ents a s  on th e  o th e r  q u estio n s  o f I t a l i a n  and

P o lish  n a tio n a lism  he rem ained committed to  n o n - in te rv e n tio n  and hence
113somewhat removed from b o th  th e  P o s i t i v i s t s  and th e  tra d e  u n io n is ts .

This p ro-N orth  g a th e r in g  was th e  source o f th e  myth th a t  E n g lish  w orkers 

sym pathized e n t i r e ly  w ith  th e  North and th a t  they  d id  so r a th e r  than  

s t a r t  an a g i ta t io n  which m ight endanger freedom in  th e  U nited S ta te s .  

B rig h t n u rtu re d  th e  myth in  o rd e r  to  p re se n t E n g lish  w orkers to  th e  r e s t  

of s o c ie ty  a s  a  m ature elem ent d eserv ing  p o l i t i c a l  r e p re s e n ta t io n .  Two 

h is to r ia n s  have dem onstrated  th a t  th e s is  in v a l id .  Roydon H arriso n  shows 

th a t  w ith in  th e  c o n tex t o f w orker sympathy f o r  th e  N orth a  number of 

la b o r  and r a d ic a l  new spapers favored  th e  S o u t h . I n  h e r  re c e n t lo c a l  

study  o f L ancash ire  w orkers and th e  American C iv il  War, Dr. E ll iso n  

re v e a ls  th e  e x te n t to  which th e  c o tto n  d i s t r i c t  o p e ra tiv e s  w ere p ro - 

South, a lthough  n o t p ro - s la v e ry . These w orkers b e lie v e d  th a t  B r i t a in 's

1 1 ^
Bee-Hive, March 28, 1863, pp. 5 -6 .

^^^Royden H a rriso n , " B r i t i s h  Labor and th e  C onfederacy ," 
I n te r n a t io n a l  Review of S o c ia l H is to ry , I I  (P a rt 1 , 1957), 78-105; 
" B r i t is h  Labor and American S la v e ry ,"  Science and S o c ie ty , XXV (December, 
1961), 291-319; " 'T h e  F ree  In h e r ita n c e  o f Us A l l ' ;  B e e s ly 's  Speech in  
S t. Jam es' H a ll ,  London, March 28, 1863," Science and S o c ie ty , XXVII 
(F a l l ,  1963), 465-73. For two e a r l i e r  views see  R ichard  G reen lea f, 
"H is to ry , Marxism and Henry Adams," Science and S o c ie ty , XV (Summer, 
1951), 193-208 and " B r i t i s h  Labor a g a in s t American S la v e ry ,"  Science and 
S o c ie ty , XVII (W inter, 1953), 42-58; and Joseph H. P ark , "The E nglish  
Workingmen and th e  American C iv il  War," P o l i t i c a l  Science Q u a rte rly ,
XXXIX (Septem ber, 1924), 432-57. For a d isc u ss io n  o f th e  r a d ic a l  news
p a p e rs ' p o s i t io n s  re g a rd in g  s la v e ry  see G. D. L i l l ib r id g e ,  Beacon of 
Freedom. The Impact o f  American Democracy upon G reat B r i ta in ,  1830-1870 
( n .p . :  U n iv e rs ity  o f P ennsy lvan ia  P re s s , 1955).
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re c o g n itio n  o f th e  South would r e s u l t  in  th e  l i f t i n g  of th e  blockade and 

p r o s p e r i ty 's  r e tu r n .

The c u ttin g -e d g e  of w o rk in g -c la ss  in te rn a tio n a lis m  was th e  new 

P o s i t i v i s t  a l l ia n c e .  The o ld  " p ro le ta r ia n "  i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t s  favored  th e  

North w ith o u t q u a l i f ic a t io n s .  Jo n es , who was in  M anchester, d id  so , as 

d id  Harney who re s ig n ed  as e d i to r  o f th e  J e rse y  Independent a f t e r  s ix  

y e a rs  because i t s  owner o b jec ted  to  h is  s tro n g  pro-N orth  b ia s .^ ^ ^

N e ith e r o f  them had a  s ig n if ic a n t  impact on w o rk in g -c la ss  op in ion  reg a rd 

ing  th i s  is s u e . Time and a f f a i r s  had passed  them by. Consequently, th e  

em erging, though s h o r t - l iv e d ,  t ra d e  u n io n /B rig h t co o p era tio n  and i t s  

im pact on in te rn a tio n a lis m  had no e f f e c t  on Jones o r  Harney, n e i th e r  of 

whom re p re se n te d  w ork in g -c lass  in te rn a tio n a lis m  anyway.

The second fo re ig n  in c id e n t th a t  c o n tr ib u te d  to  t h i s  new 

a l l ia n c e  was th e  P o lish  in s u r re c tio n  o f 1863-64. E ng lish  w o rk ing -c lass  

support gen era ted  du rin g  th i s  a g i ta t io n  fo r  Poland le d  to  th e  c re a tio n  o f  

th e  In te r n a t io n a l  Working Men's A sso c ia tio n , o r F i r s t  I n te rn a t io n a l .  The 

l a s t ,  fe e b le  dem onstration  o f th e  o ld  in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r  movement 

occu rred  in  t h i s  p e rio d . L in ton  re s u s c i ta te d  h im se lf long enough to  

e s ta b l i s h  th e  C en tra l Committee o f th e  F rien d s o f Poland on February 27,

1863. I t  was a m oderate o rg a n iz a tio n  th a t  was soon o u tb id  fo r  w orking- 

c la s s  su p p o rt. The b e t t e r  o rgan ized  campaigns of U rquhart and th e  t r i 

um virate  o f B ea les , H arrison  and B eesly w ith  th e  Bee-Hive, won more

^^^Mary E l l is o n , Support f o r  S ecessio n : L ancash ire  and th e
American C iv il  War (Chicago: U n iv e rs ity  of Chicago P re s s , 1972).

^ ^ ^ S a v ille , E rnest Jones: C h a r t i s t , p . 77; J e rse y  Independent,
November 29, 1862, [p . 2 ]; and B lack and B lack , e d s . .  The Harney P ap e rs , 
fo o tn o te  3 , p . 98.
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fo llo w ers . B eales worked c lo s e ly  w ith  Count L ad is lau s  Zamoyski’s London 

Bureau propaganda m achine. Thus, when B ea le s ' N a tio n al League f o r  th e  

Independence o f  Poland rep laced  th e  defunct CCFP in  August 1863 th e  

organized  in t e r n a t io n a l i s t  a g i ta t io n  in  England became a l l i e d  w ith  th e  

a r i s to c r a t i c  P rin ce  C za rto ry sk i P o lish  e x i le s .  The NLIP sought P o lish  

independence through th e  fo rm al a s s is ta n c e  o f th e  B r i t i s h  government. 

Although a m id d le -c la ss  g roup, i t  appealed to  th e  working c la s s  fo r  

su p p o rt.

The P o lish  a g i ta t io n  f a i l e d  to  ach ieve  i t s  g o a l. But i t  d id  

b rin g  E nglish  and French w orkers in to  co n tac t w ith  each o th e r . F re d e ric  

H arrison  argued fo r  E ng lish -F rench  co o p era tio n  as  a p re lim in a ry  to  Poland 

gain ing  i t s  independence. He b e lie v e d  th a t  E n g lish  in f lu e n c e  in  th e  days 

of E lizab e th  I ,  Cromwell and W illiam  I I I  had been in s tru m e n ta l in  Euro

pean a f f a i r s  and could  be so again  w ithou t w ar. His was a somewhat

118jaundiced  view o f E ng lish  h is to r y .

In  1862, 1863 and 1864 re p re s e n ta t iv e s  o f th e  French and E ng lish  

workers met and exchanged a d d re sse s . On August 5 , 1862, a group of 

seventy  French a r t i s a n s ,  who were in  London to  a tte n d  th e  I n te rn a t io n a l

Smith, R ad ica l A r t is a n , pp. 138-40. The b e s t  a n a ly se s  o f 
th i s  pe rio d  a re  John F. K utolow ski, "E nglish  R ad ica ls  and th e  P o lish  
In s u r re c t io n  o f 1863-64 ," P o lish  Review, XI (Summer, 1966), 3-28 and 
"M id-V ictorian  P u b lic  O pinion, P o lish  Propaganda, and th e  U p ris in g  of 
1863," Jo u rn a l of B r i t i s h  S tu d ie s , V III (May, 1969), 86-110. An e a r l i e r ,  
and somewhat e lem en tary , study  i s  J .  H. H arly , "G reat B r i ta in  and th e  
P o lish  In s u r re c tio n  o f 1863 I , "  S lavonic and E ast European Review, XVI 
(Ju ly , 1937-38), 155-67 and "G reat B r i ta in  and th e  P o lish  In s u r re c t io n  o f 
1863 I I , "  S lavonic and E ast European Review, XVI (January , 1937-38, 425- 
38. For M arx 's involvem ent see  Adam C io ikosz, "K arl Marx and th e  P o lish  
In s u rre c tio n  of 1863," P o lish  Review, X (Autumn, 1965), 8-51.

118H arriso n , A u tob iog raph ica l Memoirs, I ,  288-89. For an 
example o f  h is  propaganda see  Bee-Hive, June 27, 1863, p . 4 .
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E x h ib itio n , w ere e n te r ta in e d  by a  committee o f  E ng lish  w orkers. An

address to  a l l  French w orkers was is su ed  which c a l le d  f o r  "co o p e ra tio n

119amongst th e  w orking c la s s e s  . . .  o f d i f f e r e n t  n a t i o n a l i t i e s . "  On

the  evening o f  A p ril  28, 1863, a t  S t. Jam es’ H a ll ,  B eesly  c a l le d  fo r

B r i t i s h  and French co o p era tio n  to  a id  Poland and a d e le g a tio n  in c lu d in g

B eesly , Odger, Coulson, A pplegarth , Cremer and o th e rs  was appo in ted  to

meet w ith  Palm erston  to  p re s s  him on th e  q u e s tio n . S ta n s fe ld  in tro d u ced
120them on May 18 b u t Palm erston  made no p rom ises. Then on Ju ly  22,

1863, an o th er g a th e r in g  convened a t  S t. Jam es' H a ll to  f u r th e r  th e  P o lish  

cause. L ib e ra l  M. P .s ,  P o s i t i v i s t s  and tra d e  union  men w ere on th e  p l a t 

form. A d e le g a tio n  o f French w orkers re p re s e n tin g  th e  P a r is  Working 

Men's Committee, in c lu d in g  S. F ribourg  and H enri T o la in , a tte n d e d . The 

next day a re c e p tio n  was h e ld  fo r  them a t  th e  B e ll In n , Old B a iley . An 

add ress  to  a l l  F rench w orkers was is su e d . I t  em phasized th e  f r a t e r n i t y  

o f peop les and c a l le d  fo r  a g a th e rin g  o f r e p re s e n ta t iv e s  o f w orkers from 

France, I t a l y ,  Germany, Poland, England and o th e r  c o u n tr ie s  to  i n i t i a t e  

co o p era tio n  between th e se  p eo p les . Odger w ro te  th e  a d d re ss ; Cremer,

Thomas G rant Facey, a  p a in te r ,  C. Goddard, a bo o k b in d er, and John E g ling -

121ton , a  c a rp e n te r ,  s igned  i t .  I t  was p u b lish ed  December 5 , 1863. In  

response an o th er group o f French w orkers v i s i t e d  London in  A p ril 1864

p. 1.

119R ey n o ld s 's  Newspaper, August 10, 1862, p . 4 .

^^^B ee-H ive, May 2 , 1863, pp. 5-6 and May 23, 1863, p . 4. 
121 Bee-Hive, July 25, 1863, pp. 5-6 and December 5, 1863,
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d u ring  th e  G a r ib a ld i dem o n stra tio n s  and proposed a  "co n g ress  o f

122c o n tin e n ta l  and E n g lish  workmen. . . . "

The m eeting  was h e ld  a t  S t. M a r tin 's  H all on September 28,
1231864. Out o f  i t  th e  F i r s t  In te r n a t io n a l  emerged. B eesly  c h a ired  th e

m eeting and he r a th e r  th an  Marx was th e  gu id ing  s p i r i t  behind  th e  I n te r 

n a t io n a l 's  f o r m a t i o n . A  G eneral Committee of th i r t y - f o u r  men was 

e le c te d .  Twenty-seven of them w ere E ng lish  w orkers. L a te r  Odger was 

e le c te d  th e  f i r s t  P re s id e n t  and Cremer th e  f i r s t  S e c re ta ry . The I n te r 

n a t io n a l  lin k e d  to g e th e r  E n g lish  tr a d e  u n io n is ts ,  French P ro u d h o n is ts , 

M azzinians and Germans from th e  A rb e ite rb ild u n g s v e re ln . No Englishman 

a sso c ia te d  w ith  th e  in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r  movement o f th e  1840s and 1850s 

belonged to  i t .  But t h e i r  s lo g an  "A ll Men a re  B reth ren" was adopted  by 

th e  new re s p e c ta b le  though weak un ion  in te r n a t io n a l  o rg a n iz a t io n . The 

in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r  m ovement's f u l f i l lm e n t  remained unachieved and th e  

p u r s u i t  o f immediate p o l i t i c a l  and s o c ia l  reform  w ith in  an in te r n a t io n a l  

c reed  q u ie t ly  d ie d . The " p ro le ta r ia n s "  were ab sen t o r b id in g  t h e i r  tim e , 

as in  th e  case  o f Marx. The " re sp e c ta b le s "  emerged triu m p h an t.

122Henry C o llin s  and Chimen Abransky, K arl Marx and th e  B r i t i s h  
Labour Movement (London: M acmillan and C o ., L td .,  1965), p . 26.

1 2 3 Bee-H ive. O ctober 1 , 1864, p . 1.

^^^Royden H a rr iso n , "E. S. B eesly  and K arl M arx," In te r n a t io n a l  
Review of S o c ia l H is to ry , IV (P a r t 1 , 1959), 31. See a lso  Henry C o llin s , 
"K arl Marx, The In te r n a t io n a l  and th e  B r i t i s h  Trade Union Movement," 
Science and S o c ie ty . XXVI ( F a l l ,  1962), 400-402.



CHAPTER VI

CONCLUSION

The h o ld e rs  o f p o l i t i c a l  power and s o c ia l  p re s t ig e  never 

r e l in q u is h  t h e i r  p o s i t io n  w ith o u t p re s su re  from th o se  who want a  sh a re , 

w r i te  th e  a u th o rs  o f  a re c e n t s t a t i s t i c a l  study  o f c o l le c t iv e  v io le n c e  

in  modern F rance , Germany and I t a l y . ^  Between 1846 and 1864 some members 

o f th e  E n g lish  la b o r movement sought th e  c re a tio n  o f an in te r n a t io n a l  

p r o le ta r ia n  i d e n t i ty  through an in te r a c t io n  w ith  European p o l i t i c a l  

re fu g e es  in  o rd e r  to  e s ta b l i s h  a dem ocratic  government in  England and 

to  f o s t e r  n a t io n a l  s e lf -d e te rm in a t io n  in  Europe. The in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r  

movement wanted p o l i t i c a l  and s o c ia l  reform  o f th e  e x is t in g  governm ents. 

In  r e tu r n  i t  re c e iv e d  o f f i c i a l  o p p o s itio n  and f a i l e d .  At t h i s  p o in t ,  a 

summation o f th e  movement's n a tu re  and an e x p lan a tio n  o f i t s  f a i lu r e  a re  

in  o rd e r .

F i r s t ,  I  o f f e r  a sy n opsis  o f my d is c o v e r ie s .  I  have c a te g o riz e d  

th e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t s  in to  " p ro le ta r ia n s "  and " r e s p e c ta b le s ."  The form er 

in c lu d ed  s o c i a l i s t s  and dem ocrats, and o th e rs  on th e  l e f t ;  th e  l a t t e r  

group com prised re p u b lic an s  and t r a d i t i o n a l  m iddle c la s s  r a d ic a ls .  The 

" p ro le ta r ia n s "  p itc h e d  th e i r  ap pea l to  th e  working c la s s  and gained  most

^C harles T i l l y ,  L ouise T i l l y ,  and R ichard T i l ly ,  The R eb e llio u s  
C entury , 1830-1930 (Cambridge: Harvard U n iv e rs ity  P re s s , 1975), p. 280.
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of t h e i r  support from C h a r t is ts  and from w orkers in  th e  t r a d i t io n a l  

r a d ic a l  c e n te rs  in  B r i ta in :  London, w est Y o rk sh ire , L ancash ire , th e

N o rtheast and th e  in d u s t r i a l  a re a s  o f S co tland . The " re sp e c ta b le s"  

found most o f t h e i r  support among th e  m iddling  c la s s  of peop le , espec

i a l l y  from p ro fe s s io n a ls  and i n t e l l e c t u a l s .  W orking-class support f o r  

th e  " p ro le ta r ia n s "  was more e x ten s iv e  than  was th e  support accorded to  

th e  " re s p e c ta b le s ,"  b u t th e  l e t t e r ' s  ad h eren ts  were more i n f l u e n t i a l  In  

E ng lish  s o c ie ty . There i s  l i t t l e  doubt th a t  th e  i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t s '  

immediate impact was s u p e r f ic ia l .  The E ng lish  working c la s s  made no 

firm  commitment to  e i th e r  s id e . Thus, in  th e  sh o rt- te rm  the i n t e r 

n a t io n a l  la b o r  movement's impact on th e  E ng lish  la b o r  movement was 

minimal beyond i t s  c o n tr ib u tio n  o f keeping ra d ic a lism  a l iv e  during  a 

t r a n s i t io n  p e r io d . In  th e  lo n g -ru n , th e  " p ro le ta r ia n s "  a s s is te d  o th e rs ,  

such as  O 'B rien , in fu se  s o c i a l i s t  id e as  in to  th e  E ng lish  lab o r movement. 

Jo n es ' and H arn ey 's  in tro d u c tio n , fo r  example, o f Marxian id eas  was 

in s tru m e n ta l in  t h i s  p ro c e ss . This i n t e l l e c t u a l  in p u t was in te r n a t io n a l

ism 's  most s ig n i f ic a n t  accomplishment.

I  o f f e r  as an ex p lan a tio n  o f th e  movement's f a i lu r e  i t s  i n a b i l i t y  

to  tran scen d  i t s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  s ta tu s  in  o rd e r to  combine th e  a p p ro p ria te  

independent w o rk in g -c la ss  elem ents to  o b ta in  i t s  g o a ls . The re fugees 

were o f c e n t r a l  im portance. They sought reform  in  Europe, b u t among th e  

v a rio u s  e x i le  groups th o se  fav o rin g  a  s o c ia l  reform  program g ra d u a lly  

overwhelmed th o se  whose program was more p u re ly  p o l i t i c a l .  T heir f i r s t  

in t e r e s t  was in  European no t E ng lish  reform . Hence, they  appealed  fo r  

support p r im a ri ly  to  th e  E ng lish  w orkers, who, o f course , had no p o l i t i 

c a l  power. But th a t  appea l f u r th e r  u n s e tt le d  th e  m iddle and upper
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c la s s e s  who s t i l l  h e ld  out a g a in s t th e  working c la s s  o b ta in in g  i t s  

r i g h t f u l  p lace  in  s o c ie ty .

The " re sp e c ta b le s "  argued fo r  reform  in  Europe to  precede reform  

in  England. T h e ir problem  was a weakly d e fin ed  reform  program th a t  

favored  only l im ite d  k inds o f p o l i t i c a l  reform  in  England, coupled w ith  

th e  c re a tio n  o f  independent n a tio n a l s t a t e s  in  Europe, bu t devoid of 

s o c ia l  reform . F urtherm ore, they  d is t r u s te d  independent w o rk ing -c lass  

p o l i t i c s  and c a lle d  fo r  m id d le -c la ss  le a d e rsh ip  a g a in s t  a r i s to c r a t i c  

government. That b lu n ted  th e i r  appeal to  th e  working c la s s  u n t i l  q u ite  

l a t e  in  t h i s  p e r io d ; i t  a lso  s e t  them a t  odds w ith  th e  upper c la s s .

By com parison, th e  " p ro le ta r ia n s "  advocated reform  in  both  

Europe and England. Although they  could n o t always ag ree  on th e  tim ing 

of t h i s  reform , th ey  a t  l e a s t  thought to  pursue t h e i r  goals  in  an i n t e r 

n a t io n a l  c o n tex t. They connected p o l i t i c a l  and s o c ia l  reform  in  th e  

b e l i e f  th a t  one accom plished l i t t l e  w ithou t th e  o th e r . But a s id e  from 

g e n e ra l th e o r ie s  and vague program s, they  n ev er fo rm ulated  an appea ling  

ideo lo g y . Thus, t h e i r  e f f o r t s  to  e n l i s t  broad  w o rk in g -c lass  support 

f a i l e d  and th e i r  in te r n a t io n a l  re v o lu tio n a ry  c h a ra c te r  won them the  

undying o p p o s itio n  of th e  m iddle and upper c la s s e s .

The l a s t  o f th e  groups in  t h i s  four-w ay s tru g g le  was th e  tra d e  

u n io n s . The unions exp ressed  l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  in  reform  in  England, except 

fo r  advances in  t h e i r  le g a l  s ta tu s ,  and no i n t e r e s t  in  th e  European s i t u 

a t io n  t i l l  th e  m id-1860s. The tra d e  unions s l ig h te d  p o l i t i c a l  reform  

and emphasized th e  am e lio ra tio n  of economic c o n d itio n s . Due to  th i s  

o b je c tiv e  they  were growing in  p o p u la r ity  in  w o rk in g -c la ss  c i r c l e s ,  

e s p e c ia l ly  among th e  a r t i s a n s  and b e t t e r - o f f  la b o re r s ,  and rep re sen ted
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th e  b e s t  o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  m a rsh a llin g  mass su p p o rt. F urtherm ore , th e  

upper c la s s e s  were g ra d u a lly  reco g n iz in g  th e  t r a d e  unions as  a s t a b i l 

iz in g  fo rce  in  c la s s  r e la t io n s  and were slow ly  ex ten d in g  le g a l  a ccep t

ance to  them. C le a r ly , i f  w o rk in g -c la ss  in te rn a tio n a lis m  was to  become 

a p o l i t i c a l  fo rce  r a th e r  than  an i n t e l l e c t u a l  vacuum, i t  had to  c ap tu re  

th e  tra d e  u n io n 's  le a d e rsh ip .

■̂Jhy i t  d id  no t becomes ap p aren t from th e  fo llo w in g  e x p lan a tio n  

of th e  r e la t io n s  among th e  fo u r groups and from an e lu c id a tio n  o f o f f i c i a l  

c o n tin e n ta l  and E ng lish  governm ental sympathy and re p re s s io n  tow ards each 

group. F i r s t ,  th e  re fu g ees  experienced  a p o s i t iv e  r e la t io n s h ip  w ith  th e  

" p r o le ta r ia n s ."  Each depended on th e  o th e r  fo r  m oral support and id eo 

lo g ic a l  s tre n g th  and th e  re fu g ees  r e l i e d  on th e  " p ro le ta r ia n s "  f o r  

m onetary a s s is ta n c e ,  meagre though i t  was. But th e  r e la t io n s  between 

th e  re fu g ees  and th e  " re sp e c ta b le s "  were l e s s  th an  harm onious. The 

re fu g e e s ' s o c ia l  reform  o r ie n ta t io n  d is t r e s s e d  th e  " re sp e c ta b le s "  who 

favored  p o l i t i c a l  reform  on ly  and th e  " r e s p e c ta b le s ’" adv ice  to  th e  

re fu g ees  to  w a it p a t ie n t ly  o r em igra te  u p se t t h e i r  re v o lu tio n a ry  hopes.

In  a d d i t io n ,  th e  " re sp e c ta b le s "  h a rd ly  agreed  w ith  th e  " p r o le ta r ia n s ,"  

who were th e  re fu g e e s ’ s tro n g e s t s u p p o rte rs , because o f id e o lo g ic a l  

d if f e r e n c e s . The fo u r th  group, th e  tra d e  u n io n s , were w e ll re ce iv ed  in  

" re sp e c ta b le "  ra n k s , as w itn essed  in  th e  P o s i t i v i s t s '  e p iso d e , b u t th e  

" p ro le ta r ia n s "  on ly  h a lf -h e a r te d ly  pursued th e  tra d e  un io n s . To a g re a t  

e x te n t t h i s  l a t t e r  om ission r e s u l te d  from th e  in te r n a l  squabbles among 

th e  " p r o le ta r ia n s ."  I  f in d  no connection  between the  re fu g ees  and th e  

tra d e  un ions. Thus, th e  re fu g ees  and " p ro le ta r ia n s "  re in fo rc e d  one 

an o th er on th e  l e f t ,  and th e  " re sp e c ta b le s "  on th e  r ig h t  and th e  tra d e
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unions in  th e  c e n te r  a ls o  co opera ted . But n e i th e r  s id e  could  work w ith  

th e  o th e r . D iv is iv e n ess  among th e  fo u r groups and w ith in  each group 

plagued th e  in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r  movement. That b a s ic  1850s' is s u e  of 

th e  d i r e c t io n  th e  E ng lish  la b o r  movement was to  adopt perm eated a l l  lab o r 

r e la t io n s  o f th e  p e r io d . M id d le -c lass  co o p era tio n  o r independent 

w o rk in g -c la ss  p o l i t i c s  proved an insurm ountable o b s ta c le  fo r  th e  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t s .

But an o th er rea so n  fo r  th e  movement's f a i l u r e  e x i s t s  in  

a d d it io n  to  t h i s  id e o lo g ic a l  d iv is iv e n e s s . I t  was th e  r e a c t io n  o f th e  

e s ta b lis h e d  governm ents to  in te rn a tio n a lis m . The re fu g e e s , who had f le d  

t h e i r  homelands to  escape v a rio u s  forms o f o p p re ss io n , faced  continued  

re p re s s io n  in  England. The source o f th is  re p re s s io n  was tw o -fo ld .

F i r s t ,  whenever p o s s ib le  c o n tin e n ta l  governments a c te d  to  in s u re  th a t  th e  

re fu g e es  passed  on to  th e  U nited  S ta te s ,  as in  t h e i r  encouragement o f th e  

" re s p e c ta b le s ” to  a s s i s t  t h i s  exodus o r as in  N apoleon 's d i r e c t  payment 

of money to  th e  B r i t i s h  Government fo r  ex p ed itin g  re fu g ee  passage ou t of 

B r i ta in .  Second, c o n t in e n ta l  governments p e r s i s t e n t ly  p re ssu re d  th e  

v a r io u s  B r i t i s h  Governments to  clamp down on th e  re fu g e e s ' a c t i v i t i e s .  

These e f f o r t s  re c e iv e d  mixed re a c tio n s  from th e  Q ueen's Governments, bu t 

l i t t l e  doubt e x i s t s  th a t  th e  re fu g ees  rece iv ed  an y th in g  bu t re p re s s iv e  

m easures from th e  same a u th o r i t i e s  who o ffe re d  them asylum . In  s h o r t ,  

th e  Government s a id  to  th e  re fu g ees  you may l iv e  in  England, b u t co n tin 

ued p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  i s  n o t a cc e p tab le . But th e  in f lu e n c e  o f European 

monarchs on th e  Q ueen 's Government i s  e a s i ly  o v e r-e s tim a te d . The key 

h e re  was th e  Governm ent's trea tm en t accorded to  th e  " p r o le t a r i a n s .”

These re fu g ee  a l l i e s  were hounded and h a rassed  fo r  y e a rs . Why? Because
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th e y  were s o c ia l  as w e ll a s  p o l i t i c a l  reform ers and because th ey  were 

dem ocrats, s o c i a l i s t s  and communists. T he ir id e o lo g ic a l  commitments 

re q u ire d  a  re p re s s iv e  resp o n se  from th e  a u th o r ity  s t r u c tu r e ,  which was 

a s  y e t unprepared to  sh a re  power even w ith  lower c la s s  re s p e c ta b le  e le 

m ents much le s s  w ith  le f t-w in g  r a d ic a ls  who ta lk e d  o f re o rg a n iz in g  both  

th e  p o l i t i c a l  and s o c ia l  s t r u c tu r e s  o f England.

As dem onstrated  above, t h i s  re p re ss io n  succeeded. An a lre a d y  

d iv id ed  movement faced  an a d d i t io n a l  b a r r i e r :  o f f i c i a l  o p p o s itio n . By

c o n tr a s t ,  th e  " re sp e c ta b le s "  re c e iv e d  p o s i t iv e  sympathy from th e  Govern

m ent, b u t ,  o f co u rse , nev er enough to  allow  th e  accom plishm ent o f t h e i r  

p o l i t i c a l  reform  g o a ls . Yet i t  was enough to  p rec lu d e  th e  " re sp e c ta b le s "  

from being  d riv en  under th e  " p r o le ta r i a n s ’" id e o lo g ic a l  le a d e rs h ip . 

S im ila r ly , th e  Government d e a l t  th e  tra d e  unions a k ind  o f n e g a tiv e  

sympathy th a t  h e ld  ou t fu tu re  a d d i t io n a l  le g a l  re c o g n itio n  and p ro te c 

t io n  fo r  a  movement whose aims were p r im a rily  economic. As th e  Govern

ment r e a l iz e d ,  th e  p u rs u i t  o f economic g o a ls  o r p o l i t i c a l  g o a ls  a lone  

was no t as  dangerous as  th e  p u r s u i t  o f combined s o c i a l / p o l i t i c a l  o b jec 

t i v e s .  For any chance o f success th e  " p ro le ta r ia n s "  had to  c a p tu re , o r  

a t  l e a s t  occupy s u b s ta n t ia l  p o s i t io n s  of in flu en ce  in ,  th e  t ra d e  u n io n s , 

because they  had access  to  th e  m asses, and a lso  th e  " re s p e c ta b le s ,"  

because th ey  possessed  th e  only  sym pathetic  l in e  o f communication w ith  

th e  Government. The Government’s p o lic y  o f re p re s s io n  p rev en ted  th e  

in te r n a t io n a l  la b o r  movement from any such u n ity .

F in a l ly ,  a th i r d  reason  fo r  th e  movement's f a i l u r e  emerges.

These m iddle decades o f  th e  n in e te e n th  cen tu ry  were everywhere a p e rio d  

o f  n a tio n a lism . As Hobsbawm re c e n t ly  w rote:
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The a l te r n a t iv e  to  a " n a tio n a l"  p o l i t i c a l  consciousness was n o t, 
in  p r a c t ic e ,  "w ork in g -c lass  in te rn a tio n a lism "  b u t a  s u b - p o l i t ic a l  
consciousness which s t i l l  op era ted  on a s c a le  much sm alle r th an , 
o r i r r e le v a n t  t o ,  th a t  o f th e  n a t io n - s t a t e .2

A s p i r i t  o f n a tio n a lism  overshadowed in te rn a tio n a lis m . The in te rn a t io n a l  

lab o r movement sought n a t i o n a l i s t i c  o b je c tiv e s  o f reform  in  England and 

th e  e s tab lish m en t of independent n a tio n s  in  Europe w ith in  a vague in t e r 

n a tio n a l ph ilosophy . Such a p o lic y  was incongruous.

I  began th i s  s tu d y  w ith  an example o f Lord P a lm ers to n 's  demeaning 

a t t i t u d e  tow ards th e  re fu g e e s . Y et, he approved a p o lic y  of re p re s s io n  

in  o rd er to  p rev en t th e  i n t e r n a t io n a l i s t s  from ach iev in g  t h e i r  g o a ls .

How iro n ic  i t  was th a t  S ir  R ichard Mayne, unbeknownst to  Palm erston , 

d ire c te d  a  p la in -c lo th e s  c o n sta b le  in  1864 to  fo llow  th e  Prime M in is te r

on h is  w alk home a f t e r  l a t e  n ig h t s e ss io n s  in  th e  House o f Commons—th e
3

same trea tm en t th a t  Palm erston  had d e a l t  th e  in t e r n a t io n a l i s t s .

^E. J .  Hobsbawm, The Age of C a p ita l ,  1848-1875 (New York; 
C harles S c r ib n e r 's  Sons, 1975), p . 93.

Mayne to  Grey, February  4, 1864, Mepol. 1 /4 7 .
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