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CASE STUDIES1 A METHOD FOR ARRIVING AT OBJECTIVE 

AND CLINICAL JUDGMENTS THROUGH THE 

USE OF OPEN-ENDED STATEMENTS

CHAPTER I

The p r o c e s s  o f  human g ro w th  and d eve lop m en t h a s  lo n g  

b e e n  t h e  t o p i c  o f  much d i s c u s s i o n  and t h e o r i z i n g .  The 

immense amount o f  c o n te m p o ra ry  l i t e r a t u r e  d e a l i n g  w i th  c h i l d 

hood and  a d o le s c e n c e  m a n i f e s t s  t h e  deep  and  s u s t a i n e d  i n 

t e r e s t  d i s p l a y e d  by  p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  e d u c a t o r s ,  p h y s i c i a n s ,  

l a w y e r s , and o t h e r s .

A g r e a t  num ber o f  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  t h e o r i e s  hav e  b een  

a d v an c ed  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  phenomenon o f  c h i ld h o o d  and  a d o l e s 

c e n t  d e v e lo p m e n t.  T hese  t h e o r i e s  have r e s u l t e d  i n  many 

c o n f l i c t i n g  v i e w p o in t s .  I n  many i n s t a n c e s ,  t h e o r e t i c a l  

d i f f e r e n c e s  stem  from  b a s i c  d i s a g re e m e n ts  on t h e  m ethods 

and  a im s o f  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  i n q u i r y  and t h e  n a t u r e  o f  p s y 

c h o l o g i c a l  k n o w led g e . S in c e  an  a d v o c a te  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  

t h e o r y  t e n d e d  t o  c i t e  o n ly  t h a t  r e s e a r c h  w hich  s u p p o r t e d  h i s  

t h e o r y ,  t h e r e  was a  n e e d  f o r  lo o k in g  a t  s e v e r a l  d i f f e r e n t  

a n d  som etim es i n t e g r a t i n g  and  c o n f l i c t i n g  t h e o r i e s  on c h i l d 

hood and  a d o l e s c e n t  d e v e lo p m e n t.



A long w i th  t h e  advancem ent o f  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  t h e o r i e s  

h a s  come t h e  c a s e  s tu d y  m ethod  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n .  The c a s e  

s tu d y  t e c h n iq u e  o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  was f i r s t  employed n e a r l y  

one h u n d red  y e a r s  ago by  t h e  H a rv a rd  Law S c h o o l ,  and  h as  

s i n c e  s p r e a d  t o  a lm o s t  e v e r y  f a c e t  o f  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  

c o l l e g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  a c r o s s  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s .  The 

c a s e  m ethod  p r e s e n t s  a  c a s e  b u i l t  on t h e  a c t u a l  f a c t s  o f  

e v e ry d a y  l i f e  and  d e v e lo p s  t h e  t h e o r y  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  i t s  

p r a c t i c a l  s o l u t i o n .  O f te n  p r a c t i c e  and  t h e o r y  a r e  l i n k e d  

t o g e t h e r  and  i n  i t s  a p p l i c a t i o n  t h e  s t u d e n t  h a s  t h e  o p p o r

t u n i t y  t o  v iew  t h e  v a lu e  o f  t h e o r y  i n  h i s  t r a i n i n g .

Problem

The p rob lem  i s  t o  f o r m u la te  and  d r a f t  c a s e  s t u d i e s  

w hich  i n c l u d e  b a ck g ro u n d  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  e n v i ro n m e n ta l  e x p e r i 

e n ces ,  and  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  c h i l d r e n  and  a d o l e s c e n t s  w i th  

e m o t io n a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  d e v e lo p  h y p o th e s e s  w hich 

m ig h t  u l t i m a t e l y  b e  s u b m i t t e d  t o  f u r t h e r  r e s e a r c h  s t u d i e s .  

O pen-ended  s t a t e m e n t s  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  w i l l  a l s o  be  co n 

s t r u c t e d  f o r  t h e  b e h a v i o r a l  s c i e n c e  s t u d e n t  t o  b e n e f i t  

him i n  h i s  t r a i n i n g  p r o c e s s .

T h e re  a r e  two m a jo r  p u rp o s e s  f o r  d e v e lo p in g  t h e s e  c a s e  

s t u d i e s .  The f i r s t  o f  w hich  i s  t o  u t i l i z e  t h e  c a s e  s tu d y



d a t a  i n  d e te r m in in g  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  h i s t o r y  i n  t h e  d e v e lo p 

m ent o f  a n  i n d i v i d u a l .  By u s e  o f  d i f f e r e n t  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  

t h e o r i e s  and  a c t u a l  f a c t o r s  g a in e d  from e a c h  c a s e ,  hypo

t h e s e s  w i l l  be g e n e r a t e d  w hich  w i l l  y i e l d  p e r t i n e n t  i n f o r 

m a t io n  a b o u t  c a u s a l  f a c t o r s  i n  t h e  p e r s o n ' s  h i s t o r y  t h u s  

b e n e f i t i n g  t h e  t r a i n i n g  p r o c e s s  o f  b e h a v i o r a l  s c i e n c e  s t u d e n t s .  

The c a s e s  w i l l  a l s o  be u s e d  i n  h e l p i n g  t h e  s t u d e n t  t o  g a i n  

i n s i g h t  and  i n  s t i m u l a t i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  u se  o f  

o p e n -e n d ed  q u e s t i o n s .  T hese  q u e s t i o n s  w i l l  a p p e a r  a t  t h e  

end  o f  e a c h  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  c a s e s .  The o p e n -e n d ed  s t a t e m e n t  

and  q u e s t i o n s  a r e  s t a t e d  i n  a  m anner w hich  w i l l  a t  t im e s  

p e r p l e x  t h e  r e a d e r  and i n  some i n s t a n c e s  r e q u i r e  f u r t h e r  

i n f o r m a t i o n  b e f o r e  t h e  r e a d e r  can  a d e q u a t e ly  r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  

s t a t e m e n t .  I t  w i l l  a l s o  g i v e  t h e  s t u d e n t  p r a c t i c e  i n  m e n t a l l y  

m a n i p u l a t i n g  v a r i o u s  e le m e n ts  w hich  a r e  p e r t i n e n t  t o  d i a g n o s i s ,  

r e m e d ia t io n  and  t r e a t m e n t .

The u se  o f  g e n e r a t e d  h y p o th e s e s  w i l l  a l s o  b e n e f i t  t h e  

s t u d e n t  i n  g a i n i n g  know ledge  and  i n s i g h t  by  s e e i n g  how p a r t i 

c u l a r  f a c t o r s  i n  a  p e r s o n ' s  e n v iro n m e n t  can  sh a p e  and  fo rm u

l a t e  t h e i r  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  d e v e lo p m e n t .  The u s e  o f  o p e n -e n d e d  

s t a t e m e n t s  w i l l  a l s o  b e n e f i t  t h e  t r a i n i n g  p r o c e s s  o f  t h e  

s t u d e n t  i n  a l l o w in g  them t o  r e a d  q u e s t i o n s  w hich  w i l l  b e w i l d e r  

them enough t o  a r r i v e  a t  o b j e c t i v e  c l i n i c a l  ju d g m e n ts .  A 

s tu d y  o f  a c t u a l  c a s e s  s h o u ld  p ro v e  o f  v a lu e  n o t  o n ly  i n  

a l l o w in g  t h e  n o v ic e  an  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a c q u a i n t  h i m s e l f  w i th  

t h e  k i n d  o f  p ro b lem s  w hich  he i s  l i k e l y  t o  e n c o u n t e r  i n



p r a c t i c e ,  b u t  a l s o  t o  e n h an ce  t h e  kno w ledge  and  e x p e r i e n c e s  

he b r i n g s  w i th  him .

The c a s e  m eth od  i s  i n t e n d e d  m e r e ly  t o  su p p le m e n t  o t h e r  

m eans o f  i n s t r u c t i o n .  I t  i s  a  r e m a r k a b ly  good  t e c h n iq u e  o f  

p r e s e n t i n g  p r a c t i c a l  p ro b le m s  b y  w h ich  t h e  s t u d e n t  may d i s 

c o v e r  h i s  s h o r tc o m in g s  an d  n e e d s .  The s t u d e n t  w i l l  d e v e lo p  

h i s  pow er o f  o b s e r v a t i o n  b y  l e a r n i n g  w hat t o  lo o k  f o r .  He 

w i l l  grow i n  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  t e a c h  b y  l e a r n i n g  how t o  a p p ly  

h i s  k n o w le d g e .  And when he i s  c o n f r o n t e d  w i th  new p ro b lem s  

he w i l l  be  b e t t e r  p r e p a r e d  t o  th in lc  and  t o  a c t  more p r o 

f e s s i o n a l l y .

The c a s e s  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  re s e m b le  c a s e s  b a s e d  on t h e  

a u th o r*  s  a cad em ic  t r a i n i n g  and  c l i n i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  

w o rk in g  w i th  c h i l d r e n  an d  a d o l e s c e n t s  who e x h i b i t  e m o t io n a l  

d i f f i c u l t i e s .  T hese  c a s e s  have  b e e n  c h o s e n  t o  m a n i f e s t  a  

random sam ple  o f  e m o t io n a l  p ro b le m s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  c h i l d 

hood and  a d o le s c e n c e .  T hey w ere  c o n s i d e r e d  by  t h e  a u t h o r  

t o  be  f a i r l y  t y p i c a l  o f  t h e  p ro b le m s  t h a t  p r o s p e c t i v e  p r o 

f e s s i o n a l s  i n  t h e  b e h a v i o r a l  s c i e n c e  f i e l d s  w i l l  e n c o u n t e r .  

I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  f i v e  c a s e  s t u d i e s  p r e s e n t e d  

do n o t  c o v e r  a l l  o f  t h e  e m o t io n a l  d i s o r d e r s  a s s o c i a t e d  

w i th  t h i s  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  t im e  p e r i o d .  As m o st  c a s e s  i n  l i f e  

a r e  n o t  s im p le  c a s e s ,  t h e  c a s e s  p r e s e n t e d  h e r e i n  a r e  i l l u s 

t r a t i v e  and  t y p i c a l  o f  c h i l d r e n  w i th  d i v e r s e  p ro b le m s .

Each  c a s e  h a s  b e e n  s e l e c t e d  by  w hat t h e  a u t h o r  f e l t  was



t h e  m o st  a c u t e  o f  t h e  p ro b le m s  c o n f r o n t i n g  e a c h  s u b j e c t ,  

r e s p e c t i v e l y .  I t  i s  a l s o  i m p o r t a n t  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  i n  

r e a l i t y ,  many c a s e s  show s e v e r a l  symptoms and  do n o t  f i t  

e x a c t l y  i n t o  a  g i v e n  o r  s p e c i f i c  c a t e g o r y .

The s e l e c t i o n  and  w o rd in g  o f  t h e  o p e n -e n d e d  q u e s t i o n s  

and  s t a t e m e n t s  a r e  m ore v i a b l e  t o  d i s c u s s i o n  p e r h a p s ,  t h a n  

t h e  c a s e  i t s e l f .  An a t t e m p t  was made t o  e l i m i n a t e  i r r e l e 

v a n t  q u e s t i o n s  so  t h a t  a t t e n t i o n  c o u ld  be f o c u s e d  on q u e s 

t i o n s  v i t a l  t o  t h e  p ro b le m s  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  a s  p r e s e n t e d  

i n  t h e  c a s e .

At t im e s  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  m ig h t  a p p e a r  in c o m p le t e ,  b u t  

o f t e n  i t  i s  u s u a l l y  n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  w r i t e  a  c a s e  w h ich  c o u ld  

be  c l a s s e d  a s  c o m p le te  i n  a l l  i t s - d e t a i l s .  As a  r e s u l t ,  t h e  

a u t h o r  s e c u r e d  a s  much p e r t i n e n t  and  r e l i a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  

a s  p o s s i b l e .  E ach  o f  t h e s e  c a s e  s t u d i e s  w ere w r i t t e n  i n  an  

o p e n -e n d ed  s t y l e ,  i . e . ,  t h e  c a s e s  w ere " open" i n  t h a t  no 

f i n a l  s o l u t i o n  w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  b e h a v i o r a l  change  o r  d i a g n o s i s  

was p r e s e n t e d .  T h i s  w i l l  e n a b le  t h e  r e a d e r  t o  assum e a  more 

o b j e c t i v e ,  s c i e n t i f i c  a t t i t u d e  to w a rd  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  and  

h i s  p ro b le m . I t  w i l l  a l s o  b e n e f i t  t h e  r e a d e r  i n  a n a l y z i n g  

and  w e ig h in g  e v id e n c e  w i th o u t  f e a r  o f  b e in g  b i a s e d .  T h is  

a p p ro a c h  t o  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  c a s e  s tu d y  s h o u ld  p ro v e  v e r y  

v a l u a b l e  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  c l a s s e s  s e r i o u s l y  c o n c e rn e d  

w i th  more a d e q u a t e l y  p r e p a r i n g  th e m s e lv e s  i n  w o rk in g  w i th  

e m o t i o n a l ly  d i s t u r b e d  c h i l d r e n  and  a d o l e s c e n t s .



E t h i c a l  C o n s i d e r a t i o n s

E v e ry  e f f o r t  h a s  b e en  made t o  s a f e g u a r d  and  p r o t e c t  

t h e  l e g a l  and c i v i l  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  in v o lv e d .

A l l  nam es, d a t e s ,  b i r t h  p l a c e s ,  home tow ns and  any  o t h e r  

s p e c i f i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  w hich  m ig h t  i n  any  way r e v e a l  t h e  i d e n 

t i t y  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  h a s  b een  r e p l a c e d  w i th  pseudonym s t o  

p r o t e c t  and p r e s e r v e  h i s  r i g h t  t o  p r i v a c y .  To i n s u r e  co n 

f i d e n t i a l i t y  an d  anony m ity  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  t h e  a u t h o r  

h a s  s e l e c t e d  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  s e c t i o n s  d e a l i n g  w i th  t h e  

" E t h i c a l  S ta n d a r d s  and O b l i g a t i o n s  t o  O th e rs "  from  t h e  

E t h i c a l  S ta n d a r d s  o f  P s v c h o l o g i s t s  (The A m erican  P s y c h o lo 

g i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  I 9 6 3 ) .  A lso ,  t h e  "Code o f  E t h i c s  o f  t h e  

E d u c a t i o n a l  P r o f e s s i o n "  was r e v ie w e d  and  i s  a l s o  i n c l u d e d  i n  

t h e  a p p e n d ix .  The n a t u r e  o f  t h e s e  e t h i c a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  

i m p l i e s  a  n e ed  f o r  c o n s t a n t  a w a re n e s s  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  b e 

in g  s e r v e d  a s  t o  t h e i r  r i g h t s ,  p r i v i l e g e s  and  p r o t e c t i o n s  

w hich  a r e  t o  be  g r a n t e d  t o  a l l  p e o p le  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e i r  

s t a t u s .  I t  i s  up. t o  e a c h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  t o  m a i n t a i n  and  

s a f e g u a r d  t h e s e  e t h i c a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .



CHAPTER I I  

REVIEW OP LITERATURE

The n e o n a te  does n o t  know s o c i e t y ’ s  r u l e s »  t h e y  d i d  

n o t  come i n t o  t h e  w o r ld  p r e p a r e d  t o  s h a r e  w i th  o t h e r s ,  t o  

c o n t r o l  t h e i r  a g g r e s s i o n ,  o r  t o  m a n i f e s t  e m o tio n s  o f  s o c i 

a l l y  a c c e p t a b l e  ways. T hese  b e h a v i o r s  m u st  be. l e a r n e d  an d  

t h e y  a r e  u s u a l l y  a c h ie v e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  s o c i a l  and  c u l t u r a l  

e n v iro n m e n t  w h ich  f u r n i s h e s  a  w id e s p re a d  t i m e t a b l e  o f  s t a g e  

th r o u g h  w hich  i n d i v i d u a l s  p a s s .  T hese  s t a g e s  a r e  n o t  n e c e s 

s a r i l y  in d e p e n d e n t  o f  one a n o t h e r ,  b e c a u s e  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  one 

assum es t h a t  t h e  p r e v i o u s  s t a g e  h ad  b e e n  s u c c e s s f u l l y  a c h i e v e d .  

A lso ,  t h e  s t a g e s  a r e  n o t  s e p a r a t e d  from  b i o l o g i c a l  m a t u r i t y  

b e c a u s e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  them r e q u i r e s  c e r t a i n  d e g r e e s  o f  

p h y s i c a l ,  b e h a v i o r a l ,  an d  c o g n i t i v e  d e v e lo p m e n t .

E r ik s o n  ( I 9 63 ) d e s c r i b e d  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  s e q u e n c e  a s  

c o n s i s t i n g  o f  e i g h t  s t a g e s ,  e a c h  o f  w h ich  p r e s e n t s  t h e  i n 

d i v i d u a l  w i th  a  c o n f l i c t  t h a t  m ig h t  be  d e a l t  w i th  i n  one 

o f  two ways. Of t h e s e  two w ays, one i s  b e n ig n  and  r e p r e 

s e n t s  s u c c e s s f u l  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n f l i c t ;  t h e  o t h e r  i s  

h a rm fu l  an d  r e p r e s e n t s  a  f a i l u r e .
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The e i g h t  s t a g e s  a r e i  (1 )  a c h ie v e m e n t  o f  t r u s t  ( b a s i c  

t r u s t  v e r s u s  b a s i c  m i s t r u s t ) ;  (2) t h e  a c h ie v e m e n t  o f  autonom y 

(autonom y v e r s u s  shame and  d o u b t ) ;  ( 3 ) t h e  a c h ie v e m e n t  o f  

i n i t i a t i v e  ( i n i t i a t i v e  v e r s u s  g u i l t ) ; (4) t h e  a c h ie v e m e n t  

o f  i n d u s t r y  ( i n d u s t r y  v e r s u s  i n f e r i o r i t y ) ;  (5 )  t h e  a c h i e v e 

m ent o f  i d e n t i t y  ( i d e n t i t y  v e r s u s  r o l e  c o n f u s i o n ) ;  (6 )  t h e  

a c h ie v e m e n t  o f  in t im a c y  ( i n t im a c y  v e r s u s  i s o l a t i o n ) ;  (? )  

t h e  a c h ie v e m e n t  o f  g e n e r a t i v i t y  ( g e n e r a t i v i t y  v e r s u s  s t a g 

n a t i o n ) ;  (8) t h e  a c h ie v e m e n t  o f  ego i n t e g r i t y  (ego i n t e g r i t y  

v e r s u s  d e s p a i r ) . The f i r s t  t h r e e  s t a g e s  r e p r e s e n t  i n f a n c y  

and  c h i ld h o o d ,  s t a g e  f o u r  r e p r e s e n t s  l a t e n c y ,  s t a g e  f i v e  

c o v e r s  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  p u b e r t y  and  a d o le s c e n c e ,  s t a g e  s i x  i s  

young a d u l th o o d ,  and  t h e  l a s t  few s t a g e s  r e p r e s e n t  a d u l t 

hood i n  t h e  l a t e r  y e a r s .

One o f  t h e  ways i n  w hich  young p e o p le  become c o g n iz a n t  

o f  s o c i e t y ' s  e x p e c t a t i o n s  i s  t h r o u g h  t h e  r e s p o n s e s  o f  o t h e r s  

t o  h i s  b e h a v i o r .  When t h e  r e s p o n s e  i s  f a v o r a b l e ,  i t  i s  l i k e l y  

t h a t  t h e  r e c u r r e n c e  o f  t h e  b e h a v i o r  would i n c r e a s e .  B ut t h e  - 

a c t i o n s  an d  co m m u n ica tio n s  o f  p e o p le  c o u ld  a l s o  be i n f l u e n c e d  

by  o c c u r r e n c e s  t h a t  a r e  i n  some way p u n i s h i n g .  T h e r e f o r e ,  

b e h a v i o r  accom pan ied  by  p u n i s h i n g  r e a c t i o n s  a r e  p r o b a b ly  

g o in g  t o  d e c r e a s e .  P a r e n t s  a r e  o b v io u s ly  aw are  o f  t h e  pow er 

o f  p u n ish m en t w hich was p o i n t e d  o u t  i n  a  s t u d y  by  ( S e a r s ,  

M accoby, and  L e v in ,  1 9 3 7 ) .  T h e i r  s tu d y  showed t h a t  98^  o f  

t h o s e  i n t e r v i e w e d  u s e d  p h y s i c a l  p u n ish m en t t o  c o n t r o l  t h e i r  

c h i l d r e n ' s  b e h a v i o r .



C h i ld r e n  a l s o  l e a r n  a p p r o p r i a t e  and  a d a p t i v e  c o n d u c t  

t h r o u g h  o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  o t h e r s .  B a n d u ra ,  R o ss ,  an d  Ross 

(1 9 6 3 ) p u t  on a  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  w h ich  f o c u s e d  on a g g r e s s i v e  

r e s p o n s e s .  C h i ld r e n  were g i v e n  t h e  o c c a s i o n  t o  v iew  a  

f i l m  o f  a n  a d u l t  m odel h i t t i n g ,  k i c k i n g ,  o r  p u n c h in g  an  

i n f l a t e d  "Bo Bo" d o l l .  When t h e  c h i l d r e n  w ere l a t e r  g i v e n  

t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p l a y  a lo n e  ( b e in g  w a tch ed  from  b e h in d  a  

one-w ay s c r e e n )  w i th  t h e  d o l l ,  t h e y  m a n i f e s t e d  m ore a g g r e s 

s i o n  t h a n  c h i l d r e n  who had  n o t  v ie w e d  t h e  a d u l t  m i s t r e a t i n g  

t h e  d o l l .

The f i r s t  p e r s o n s  t o  a f f e c t  t h e  c h i l d ' s  p e r s o n a l i t y  

i n  t h i s  w o r ld  a r e  h i s  p a r e n t s .  To b e  s u r e ,  t h e  i n f a n t  i s  

d e p e n d e n t  upon  h i s  p a r e n t s  t o  g r a t i f y  h i s  b i o l o g i c a l  n e e d s  

f o r  fo o d  and  s a f e t y .  H arlow  (1959 , 1971) i n  w o rk in g  w i th  

monlceys fo u n d  t h a t  c u d d l in g  and  c o m fo r t  were a t  l e a s t  

a s  im p o r t a n t  a s  t h e  d im in ish m e n t  o f  h u n g e r  o r  o t h e r  n e e d s  i n  

t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  a t t a c h m e n t s .

M o re o v e r ,  t h e  human i n f a n t  g l a n c e s  a t ,  b a b b le s  a t ,  and  

s m i l e s  a t  t h e  m o th e r  who i n  t u r n  com m un ica te s  and  i n v o l v e s  

h e r s e l f  w i th  t h e  b a b y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a l l o w i n g  t h e  i n n a t e  

b e h a v i o r s  t o  o b t a i n  more s t a b i l i t y  an d  p e rm a n e n c e .  As a  

r e s u l t ,  t h e  i n f a n t  e v e n t u a l l y  becom es a t t a c h e d  t o  h e r  and  a  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  fo rm ed .

The c r u c i a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  e a r l y  p a r e n t - c h i l d  r e l a t i o n 

s h i p s  h a s  b e e n  m a n i f e s t e d  i n  num erous s t u d i e s  o f  i n s t i t u 

t i o n a l l y  r a i s e d  i n f a n t s .  S p i t z  (1 9 ^ 5 )  o u t l i n e d  t h e  o n s e t
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o f  d e p r e s s i o n  i n  young c h i l d r e n  when h o s p i t a l i z e d  f o r  an  

i l l n e s s .  I n i t i a l l y ,  t h e  c h i l d ' s  b e h a v i o r  r e m a in e d  dem anding 

o f  n u r tu ra n c .e  a n d  p h y s i c a l  c o n t a c t .  F o r  e x am p le ,  a  c h i l d  

c r i e d  f o r  h i s  m o th e r  an d  s o u g h t  a t t e n t i o n  from  o t h e r  a d u l t s .  

As t im e  p a s s e d ,  t h e  c h i l d  became more p a s s i v e  an d  moved 

away from  t h e  p e r s o n  who o f f e r e d  t h e  n u r t u r a n c e .  The r e s u l t s  

w ere  e v en  more s e r i o u s  i f  t h e  o n s e t  o f  t h e  i l l n e s s  had  b e e n  

s u d d e n .

S t u d i e s  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  i n f a n t s  a l s o  p ro p o s e d  

o t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s  u n d e r  w h ich  t h e  c h i l d  may e x p e r i e n c e  e x c e s 

s i v e  s t r e s s  l e a d i n g  t o  w i th d r a w a l .  C h i ld r e n  l e f t  i n  o rp h a n 

a g e s  o r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w i t h o u t  n u r t u r i n g  a t t e n t i o n  m a n i f e s t e d  

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  im p a i r e d  c o g n i t i v e  d e v e lo p m e n ts .  R h e in g o ld  

( 1956 ') e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  i n f a n t s  p r o v id e d  f o r  b y  a  s i n g l e  s u r r o 

g a t e  m o th e r  e x h i b i t e d  g r e a t e r  s o c i a l  d e v e lo p m e n t  t o  th e m  and  

t o  s t r a n g e r s  t h a n  d id  t h o s e  who had  b e e n  c a r e d  f o r  i n  t h e  

t y p i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  s e t t i n g  by  num erous e m p lo y e e s .

As c h i l d r e n  m a tu r e ,  o t h e r  members o f  t h e  f a m i ly  become 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i m p o r t a n t  i n  s o c i a l i z a t i o n .  S e v e r a l  s t u d i e s  

have  d e m o n s t r a te d  t h a t  t h e  num ber o f  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  f a m i ly ,  

b i r t h  o r d e r ,  an d  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o r  a b s e n c e  o f  s i b l i n g s  a l l  have  

p ro m in e n t  e f f e c t s  upon t h e i r  p e r s o n a l i t y  an d  b e h a v i o r a l  

d e v e lo p m e n t ( S u t to n - S m i th  and  R o se n b e rg ,  1 9 7 0 ) .  A l s o ,  t h e  

c h i l d  r e a r i n g  t e c h n i q u e s  and  t h e  e m o t io n a l  tem p era m en t  w hich*  

a r e  p r e v a l e n t  i n  t h e  home have  a  d i r e c t  e f f e c t  on t h e  d e v e l 

opment o f  t h e  c h i l d ' s  b e h a v i o r .
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A c c o rd in g  t o  B a ld w in ,  K a lh o u n , and  B re e se  (19^5) i t  i s  

p o s s i b l e  t o  c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h e  b e h a v i o r  o f  p a r e n t s  i n t o  t h r e e  

c a t e g o r i e s ;  a c c e p t i n g ,  r e j e c t i n g ,  and  c a s u a l .  A c c e p t in g  

p a r e n t s  o f f e r  l o v e  and  p a t i e n c e .  They p r o v id e  c o n s i s t e n t  

and  f i r m  c o n t r o l s  an d  t h e y  t a k e  an  a c t i v e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e i r  

c h i l d r e n .  The r e j e c t i n g  p a r e n t s  w i l l  t r e a t  t h e i r  o f f s p r i n g  

i n  an  a u t o c r a t i c  f a s h i o n  and  e i t h e r  i g n o r e  them o r  m a n i f e s t  

a  r a n g e  o f  h o s t i l i t y .  P a r e n t s  from c a s u a l  homes do n o t  e a s i l y  

f i t  i n t o  any  one d e s c r i p t i o n .  However, t h e y  u s u a l l y  l a c k  a  

c o n c i s e  m ethod  o f  d e a l i n g  w i th  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .

Even th o u g h  s t u d i e s  i n t o  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  f a m i ly  p a t t e r n s  

v a r y  somewhat i n  t e r m s  o f  how t h e y  c h a r a c t e r i z e  f a m i l i e s ,  

some g e n e r a l  c o n c l u s i o n s  have b e en  draw n. B a i l e r  and  

C h a r le s  (1968) sum m arized  them  a s  f o l l o w s ;  (1) C h i ld r e n  

from  a c c e p t i n g  homes were e x t r o v e r t s ,  a c t i v e ,  f r i e n d l y ,  and  

i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c .  They were u s u a l l y  t h e  b e s t  a l l - a r o u n d  s t u 

d e n t s  i n  s c h o o l .  (2 )  R e j e c t i n g  homes te n d e d  t o  p ro d u c e  

c h i l d r e n  w i th  v a r i o u s  p ro b le m s .  They were u s u a l l y  a g g r e s s i v e  

a nd  r e s i s t a n t  t o  a d u l t s  and a u t h o r i t y  f i g u r e s  and  w ere  con

s i d e r e d  h a r d  t o  r e a c h .  ( 3 ) C h i ld r e n  from  c a s u a l  e n v iro n m e n ts  

t e n d e d  t o  do m in an t t h e i r  p a r e n t s .  They were a l s o  g i v e n  few , 

i f  a n y ,  g u i d l i n e s  w hich  r e s u l t e d  i n  them b e in g  i n a c t i v e ,  

w ith d raw n , and  u n p o p u la r  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  home.

The e f f e c t s  o f  p e e r  r e i n f o r c e m e n t  have  b e e n  d e m o n s t r a te d  

i n  s t u d i e s  t h a t  m a n ip u la t e d  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  b e tw ee n  c h i l d r e n  

i n  t h e  sc h o o lro o m . An i n v e s t i g a t i o n  by  W haler ( I 9 6 7 ) showed
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t h a t  a  g ro u p  o f  n u r s e r y  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  were o b s e rv e d  and  

s e v e r a l ,  whose b e h a v i o r  was t i e d  t o  r e i n f o r c e m e n t  from  p e e r s ,  

were s e l e c t e d  a s  s u b j e c t s .  F o r  t h i s  g ro u p  t h e  e x p e r im e n te r  

t h e n  to o k  a s i d e  a  few  f r i e n d s  o f  e ac h  c h i l d  who was s e l e c t e d  

a s  a  s u b j e c t .  He t h e n  a s k e d  them t o  h e l p  b y  r e d u c in g  t h e  

r e g u l a r i t y  w i th  w hich  t h e y  g av e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  ( s u b j e c t )  

c h i l d  when he was b e h a v in g  i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  m an n e r .  W ith in  

a  few d a y s ,  t h e  s e l e c t e d  t a r g e t  b e h a v i o r  m a n i f e s t e d  a  s i g n i 

f i c a n t  d ro p  i n  f r e q u e n c y .  A f t e r  t h e  e x p e r im e n te r  t o l d  t h e  

c h i l d ' s  f r i e n d s  t o  t r e a t  him a s  t h e y  h a d  b e f o r e  t h e  e x p e r i 

m ent s t a r t e d ,  t h e  t a r g e t  b e h a v i o r  t h e n  resjuramed t o  i t s  

o r i g i n a l  f r e q u e n c y .  The W h ale r  s tu d y  was o f  n o t a b l e  i m p o r t 

ance  b e c a u s e  i t  p ro p o s e d  t h a t  t e a c h e r s  and  p a r e n t s  w ould be  

a b le  t o  e l i c i t  h e lp  from  a  c h i l d ' s  p e e r s  i n  c h a n g in g  h i s  

b e h a v i o r  to w a rd  s o c i a l l y  a p p ro v e d  e n d s .

Many i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  have  shown t h a t  p e e r  m o d e l in g  a l s o  can  

have a n  im p o r t a n t  i n f l u e n c e  on a  c h i l d ' s  s o c i a l i z a t i o n .  H a r tu p  

and  C o a ts  (19&7) p la n n e d  a  s i t u a t i o n  i n  w hich  f o u r  and  f i v e -  

y e a r - o l d  c h i l d r e n  were a s k e d  t o  v iew  e a c h  one o f  t h e i r  c l a s s 

m a te s ,  who s e r v e d  a s  a  m ode l,  c o m p le te  a  s e r i e s  o f  t e n  maze 

d raw in g  p ro b le m s .  Betw een t h e  d raw in g  p ro b le m s  t h e  m od e l r e 

c e iv e d  s e v e r a l  t i n y  p l a s t i c  t r i n k e t s ,  w hich  he d i v id e d  b e 

tw een  h i m s e l f  and a  h y p o t h e t i c a l  c h i l d  from  a n o t h e r  c l a s s .

The m odel was a c t u a l l y  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t e r ' s  a c c o m p l ic e  and  

had  b e e n  i n s t r u c t e d  t o  g iv e  m o st o f  t h e  t r i n k e t s  t o  t h e
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" o t h e r  c h i l d " .  A f t e r  t h e  m odel had  l e f t  t h e  room, t h e  o t h e r  

c h i l d r e n  were r e q u e s t e d  t o  f i n i s h  t h e  same maze d raw in g  p r o 

b lem . They a l s o  were g i v e n  a  t r i n k e t  an d  a f f o r d e d  a n  o p p o r

t u n i t y  t o  s h a r e  them . A c o n t r o l  g ro u p  o f  c h i l d r e n ,  who had  

n o t  s e e n  t h e  m o d e l ,  w ere a l s o  g iv e n  t h e  same p ro b le m s ,  t r i n k e t s ,  

and d i r e c t i o n s .  The c h i l d r e n  who had  v iew ed  t h e  b e n e v o le n t  

m odel gave  away many m ore o f  t h e i r  t r i n k e t s  t h a n  d i d  t h e  

c o n t r o l  g ro u p .  A n o th e r  s tu d y  by  L i e b e r t  and  F e rn a n d e z  (1970) 

d e m o n s t r a te d  t h a t  a  s o c i a l l y  a c c e p t e d  a c t i v i t y  l i k e  s h a r i n g  

c o u ld  be  g r e a t l y  i n f l u e n c e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  u s e  o f  p e e r  m o de ls  

by  t h e  t im e  a  c h i l d  r e a c h e d  t h e  age  o f  f i v e .

O th e r  s t u d i e s  w hich  h a v e  d i r e c t e d  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  t o 

w ards c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  e a r l y  g r a d e s  o f  e le m e n ta r y  s c h o o l ,  

have a l s o  d e m o n s t r a te d  t h a t  p e e r  m o d e ls  have  an  im p o r t a n t  

i n f l u e n c e  on (1) p r o b l e m - s o l v in g  b e h a v i o r  i n  a  s im p le  d i s 

c r i m i n a t i o n  t a s k ;  (2 ) ex am p les  f o r  s e l f - r e w a r d  i n  s i t u a t i o n s  

t h a t  a l lo w  t h e  c h i l d  t o  d e c id e  f o r  h i m s e l f  how much he th in lc s  

he d e s e r v e s  f o r  p e r f o r m in g  w e l l ;  and  ( 3 ) t h e  t e n d e n c y  t o  

w i t h s t a n d  t e m p t a t i o n  i n  c o n d i t i o n s  where c h e a t i n g  c o u ld  

e a s i l y  t a k e  p l a c e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  p e e r  m o d e ls  o b v io u s ly  m an i

f e s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n f l u e n c e s  t h a t  s h o u ld  be  i n f e r r e d  and  

i n c o r p o r a t e d  by  t e a c h e r s  and  p a r e n t s  ( l i e b e r t  and  S p i e g l e r ,

19 7 0).
I n  m ost c h i l d r e n ' s  l i v e s ,  j e a l o u s y  an d  c o m p e t i t i o n  

a r e  e x p e r i e n c e d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  i n  t h e  home e n v iro n m e n t .
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Many t im e s  i t  w i l l  o c c u r  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  b i r t h  o f  a  new 

b r o t h e r  o r  s i s t e r .  F i r s t b o r n  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  u s u a l l y  e x p e r i 

e nce  more a n x i e t y  o v e r  t h e  l a c k  o f  p a r e n t a l  n u r t u r a n c e  

a f f o r d e d  them  when a  new b o m  i n f a n t  a r r i v e s .  I t  i s  o f t e n  

m ore d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t b o r n  c h i l d  t o  a c c e p t  f a i l u r e .  

However, l a t e r  b o m  c h i l d r e n  u s u a l l y  have a  somewhat more 

r e a l i s t i c  v iew  a b o u t  t h e i r  ovn a b i l i t i e s  and  c a p a c i t i e s  t h a n  

do f i r s t b o r n  c h i l d r e n .

A f t e r  e a r l y  c h i ld h o o d  t h e  r e p e a t e d  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  j e a l o u s  

r e a c t i o n s  i s  u s u a l l y  d e c r e a s e d  u n t i l  som etim e b e tw ee n  s i x  and  

tw e lv e  y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  when c o m p e t i t i o n  and  t h e  c o n g i t i v e  s p h e r e s  

h e i g h t e n .  Many t h e o r i s t s  v ie w  c o m p e t i t io n  a s  an  a t t e m p t  t o  

m a i n t a i n  a  c l o s e  and s a t i s f y i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th  p a r e n t s .

T h us , i f  p a r e n t s  would r e i n f o r c e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  s k i l l s ,  t h e n  

t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  would p r o b a b l y  com pete  w i th  o t h e r s  i n  t h i s  

a r e a  more o f t e n .

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  c u l t u r a l  e x p e c t a t i o n s  w i l l  change  t h e  

s t r i v i n g s  f o r  s u c c e s s .  G i r l s  u l i m a t e l y  l e a r n  t h a t  a  n o n 

a c t i v e  o r i e n t a t i o n  to w a rd  t h e i r  s c h o o l  work i s  d e s i r a b l e  and  

v a l u a b l e  so  t h a t  t h e  i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  f o r b i d  h ig h  a c h ie v e m e n t  

and  c o m p e t i t iv e  b e h a v i o r  i n c r e a s e s  o v e r  t i m e .  The young b o y , 

on t h e  o t h e r  h an d , who upon  e n t e r i n g  t h e  c la s s ro o m  d i s c o v e r s  

v e r y  soon t h a t  e le m e n ta r y  s c h o o l  v/ork i s  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  more 

a p p l i c a b l e  f o r  g i r l s  t h a n  f o r  b oys  (Kagan, 1 9 6 4 ) .  T h is  

a w a re n e s s  may have p r o h i b i t e d  him from  a c t i v e  in v o lv e m e n t  i n
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t h e  t a s k  o f  r e a d i n g  and  s p e l l i n g .  I n  a  r e c e n t  s t u d y  c o n d u c te d  

by  Kagan (1971) c o n c e r n in g  s e x  t y p i n g  and  a c h ie v e m e n t  i n  a  

J a p a n e s e  cpmmunity w here 6ofo o f  t h e  t e a c h e r s  w ere m a le ,  t h e  

t y p i c a l  h i g h e r  o c c u r r e n c e  o f  r e a d i n g  d i f f i c u l t i e s  among 

b o y s  t h a n  g i r l s  d id  n o t  e x i s t .  D i f f i c u l t i e s  w i th  r e a d i n g  

were e n c o u n te r e d  by  o n ly  9f» o f  e a c h  s e x .

N e a r ly ,  a l l  young c h i l d r e n  f i g h t  an d  q u a r r e l  a t  t i m e s .  

T h is  i s  an  im p o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  l e a r n i n g  s o c i a l i z e d  b e h a v i o r s  

w hich  en co m passes  th e  o b ta in m e n t  o f  c u l t u r a l  m ores  f o r  con

t r o l l i n g  f e e l i n g s  o f  h o s t i l i t y  and  a g g r e s s i o n .  L a t e r ,  a s  

t h e  y o u n g s t e r  b e g in s  s c h o o l ,  he c a r r i e s  w i th  him a  r e p e r t o i r e  

o f  p r e v i o u s  e n c o u n te r s  w h ich  i n c l u d e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  

h o s t i l i t y ,  f r u s t r a t i o n ,  and  a g g r e s s i o n .  T h ese  b e h a v i o r  

p a t t e r n s  were f o r m u la te d  a s  f a r  back  a s  e a r l y  i n f a n c y  when 

he was weaned, t o i l e t  t r a i n e d ,  an d  t a u g h t  p r e l i m i n a r y  p r o 

h i b i t i o n s .

When t h e  c h i l d  e n t e r s  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s te m , he h as  

d i s c o n t i n u e d  r e s p o n d in g  t o  h i s  p a r e n t s  a s  t h e  o n ly  r e p r e 

s e n t a t i v e s  o f  s o c i e t y .  The num ber o f  p e o p le  w i th  whom t h e  

c h i l d  m u st now i n t e r a c t  w i th  i n c r e a s e s  t r e m e n d o u s ly .  As a  

r e s u l t ,  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e s e  i n t e r a c t i o n s  w i l l  be  lo a d e d  w i th  

c o n f l i c t .  E x p e r ie n c e  i n  d e a l i n g  w i th  c o n f l i c t  w i l l  e n a b le  

t h e  c h i l d  t o  become m ore s o p h i s t i c a t e d  an d  l e s s  p r i m i t i v e  

i n  t h e  m anner i n  w hich  he  v e n t s  a g g r e s s i o n .  S t i l l ,  i f  he 

i s  s u c c e s s f u l ,  by  b e in g  o v e r l y  a g g r e s s i v e  i n  h i s  c o n f l i c t s  

w i th  o t h e r s ,  he may d e v e lo p  a g g r e s s i v e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t r a i t s
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t h a t  w i l l  f o l l o w  him th r o u g h o u t  h i s  l a t e r  y e a r s .  L e fk o w i tz ,  

E ro n , W alder, an d  Huesmann, (1972) d e m o n s tr a te d  t h a t  t h e  

amount o f  a g g r e s s i o n  t h a t  young t o y s  m a n i f e s t  i n  t h e  t h i r d  

g r a d e  was h i g h l y  c o r r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  amount o f  a g g r e s s i o n  

t h e y  showed t e n  y e a r s  l a t e r .

D e s p i t e  t h i s  ty p e  o f  pe rm an en ce , t h e r e  a l s o  a r e  some 

p r e d i c t a b l e  c h a n g e s .  Of s p e c i f i c  im p o r ta n c e  i s  t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  t h e  c h i l d ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  d e v e lo p  a n g e r  and  k e e p  i t  a l i v e  

becom es g r e a t e r  w i th  a g e .  The q u ic k  f l a r e u p  and  im m edia te  

c o o l  down o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  y e a r s  d i s a p p e a r s ,  and t h e  c h i l d  

a c q u i r e s  t h e  s k i l l  o f  s u l k i n g ,  t o  r o l d  r e s e n tm e n t s  and  t o  

c o n t in u e  n e g a t iv i s m  o v e r  l o n g e r  p e r i o d s  o f  t im e .

Some o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  t h e o r i s t s  s t a t e d  t h a t  f r u s t r a t i o n  

u s u a l l y  l e d  t o  a g g r e s s i o n  an d  t h a t  a g g r e s s i o n  was a lw ay s  t h e  

co n seq u e n ce  o f  f r u s t r a t i o n .  I t  became known t h a t  n e i t h e r  

o f  t h e s e  s t a t e m e n t s  were c o r r e c t .  Even when f r u s t r a t i o n  

and  a g g r e s s io n  w ere c o n s id e r e d  t h e  c u l p r i t ,  t h e y  were j o in e d  

by  o t h e r  f a c t o r s .  O t i s  and  M cC andless (1955) d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  

p r e s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  p l a c e d  i n  a  f r u s t r a t i n g  e n v iro n m en t  

m a n i f e s t e d  i n c r e a s e d  a g g r e s s i o n  and  dom inan t b e h a v i o r  and  

d e c r e a s e d  s u b m is s iv e  b e h a v i o r .  However, c h i l d r e n  who r a n k e d  

h ig h  i n  t h e i r  n e e d  f o r  a t t e n t i o n ,  lo v e  and  a f f e c t i o n  showed 

l e s s  a g g r e s s i o n  t h a n  t h o s e  who ra n k e d  h ig h  i n  a  n e e d  f o r  

pow er dom inance . F u r th e rm o re ,  t h e  d e g re e  t o  w hich  h o s t i l e  

f e e l i n g s  r e a c h e d  o v e r t  e x p r e s s i o n  depended  on p a r e n t a l  

t r a i n i n g .
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S e a r s ,  M accoby, and  L e v in  (1957) i n t e r v i e w e d  n e a r l y  

400 m o th e r s  o f  f i v e - y e a r - o l d  c h i l d r e n  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h e  r e 

l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw ee n  c h i l d r e a r i n g  p r a c t i c e s  and  a g g r e s s i v e  

b e h a v i o r  i n  c h i l d r e n .  When t h e y  a s c e r t a i n e d  b o t h  t h e  ex 

t e n t  t o  w hich  t h e  m o th e r  a l lo w e d  a g g r e s s i o n  and  t h e  amount 

o f  p h y s i c a l  p u n ish m en t  em ployed  t o  d e t e r  a g g r e s s i o n  i n  t h e  

c h i l d ,  t h e y  fo u n d  o u t  t h a t  m o th e r s  w i th  t h e  l e a s t  a g g r e s s i v e  

c h i l d r e n  were t h o s e  who w ould  n o t  p e rm i t  a g g r e s s i o n ,  and  

d id  n o t  u se  a g g r e s s i v e  t e c h n i q u e s  t o  s t o p  i t .  T h is  f i n d i n g  

was i n t e r p r e t e d  b o th  i n  t e r m s  o f  p a r e n t a l  r e a c t i o n s  t o  t h e i r  

c h i l d r e n ' s  a g g r e s s i o n  and  i n  t e rm s  o f  m o d e l in g  e f f e c t s .

S e a r s  and h i s  a s s o c i a t e s  a l s o  d i s p u t e d  t h a t , p a r e n t s  

who u se d  p u n i t i v e  t e c h n i q u e s  o f  d i s c i p l i n e  w ould have c h i l 

d r e n '  who d i s p l a y e d  l i t t l e  a g g r e s s i o n  to w a rd  th em . However, 

t h e  c h i l d  would be h i g h l y  a g g r e s s i v e  to w a rd  p e e r s  and  o t h e r  

a d u l t s  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  home. S e a r s ,  W h it in g ,  Now is, and  

S e a rs  (1953) d i s c o v e r e d  a  p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n  b e tw e e n  

m a t e r n a l  p u n i t i v e n e s s  f o r  a g g r e s s i o n  i n  t h e  i n c i d e n c e  o f  

b o y s '  a g g r e s s i v e  b e h a v i o r s  i n  n u r s e r y  s c h o o l .  S e a r s ,  Maccoby, 

and  L e v in  (1957) a l s o  fo u n d  t h e  same r e l a t i o n s h i p  f o r  b o th  

s e x e s .  T hus, s o c i a l  r e s t r a i n t  o f  a g g r e s s i o n  was b e s t  a c h ie v e d  

by  d e v e lo p in g  o t h e r ,  m ore s a t i s f a c t o r y  r e s p o n s e s  t h a n  by  u s 

i n g  p u n ish m en t t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  r e s p o n s e .

S e v e r a l  t h e o r e t i c a l  e x p l a n a t i o n s  o f  a g g r e s s i o n  r e v e r t  

t o  v a r i o u s  l e a r n i n g  p r i n c i p l e s .  One such  e x p l a n a t i o n  i s  

t h a t  t h e  c h i l d ' s  p e e r s  o r  p a r e n t s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r  m o d e ls
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o r  c h a r a c t e r s  whom he w a tc h e s  on t e l e v i s i o n  o r  s e e s  i n  t h e  

m o v ie s ,  may s e r v e  a s  a g g r e s s i v e  m o d e ls .  L i e b e r t  (1972) 

d e m o n s t r a te d  t h a t  e x p o su re  t o  a g g r e s s i v e  p e e r s ,  a d u l t s ,  and 

even  f a n t a s y  c a r to o n  c h a r a c t e r s  can  r a p i d l y  augm ent t h e  

amount o f  p l a y  a g g r e s s i o n  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  e x h i b i t .  The p r e 

se n c e  o f  a  same se x  p e e r  t e n d s  t o  en hance  t h e s e  m o d e l in g  

a f f e c t s ,  w h e rea s  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  an  a d u l t  t e n d s  t o  d e c r e a s e  

them  (M a r t in ,  G e l f a n d ,  and H artm ann , 1 9 7 0 ) .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  

m o s t s i g n i f i c a n t  i n f l u e n c e  o f  a g g r e s s i v e  m o d e l in g  i s  m an i

f e s t e d  i n  t h e  v e r y  s i t u a t i o n s  t h a t  c a n n o t  be  d i s c o v e r e d  

o r  g o v e rn e d  by  a d u l t s .

S e v e r a l  o t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  have  a l s o  d e m o n s t r a te d  t h a t  

rew ard  f o r  a g g r e s s i v e  b e h a v i o r  can  i n c r e a s e  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  

o f  h o s t i l e  a c t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  a t t a c k s  on o t h e r  c h i l d r e n .

W a l te r s  and  h i s  a s s o c i a t e s  (Cowan and  W a l t e r s , 19&3; W a l te r s  

and  Brown, 19&3) d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  r e w a rd in g  c h i l d r e n  f o r  

a g g r e s s i v e  p l a y  would s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n c r e a s e  t h e i r  i n t e r 

p e r s o n a l  a g g r e s s i o n  when t h e  c h i l d r e n  p la y e d  w i th  o t h e r s  

l a t e r .  A f a t h e r  who i n c i t e s  and  s u p p o r t s  h i s  son  f o r  

a g g r e s s i v e  p l a y  may be  u n i n t e n t i o n a l l y  n o u r i s h i n g  l a t e r  

a g g r e s s i o n  i n  o t h e r  s i t u a t i o n s  where i t  i s  l e s s  a p p r o p r i a t e .

Sex r o l e s  can  be  v iew ed  a s  o p in io n s  s h a r e d  by  members 

o f  a  s o c i e t y  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t h a t  a r e  a c c e p t 

a b l e  and  s u i t a b l e  f o r  m a le s  and  f e m a le s .  However, t h e  i d e a l  

r o l e  w i l l  d i f f e r  from any  s p e c i f i c  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  n o t i o n  o f  

h i s  o r  h e r  own m a le n e s s  o r  f e m a le n e s s .  The e x t e n t  t o  w hich
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an  i n d i v i d u a l  c o n s i d e r s  h i m s e l f  o r  h e r s e l f  a s  b e in g  m ac- 

c u l i n e  o r  f e m in in e  d e te r m in e s  s e x u a l  i d e n t i t y .  The c o g n iz 

a n c e  o f  se x  r o l e s  b e g in s  v e r y  e a r l y  i n  l i f e .  Even t h e  t h r e e -  

y e a r - o l d  can  i d e n t i f y  c e r t a i n  o b j e c t s  o r  t a s k s  a s  b e in g  m ore 

f e m in in e  o r  m ore m a s c u l in e  ( D e lu c i a ,  196 3 )» O r d i n a r i l y ,  by  

t h e  t im e  t h e  c h i l d  i s  f i v e  o r  s i x  y e a r s  o l d ,  he com m its 

h i m s e l f  t o  a c c e p t i n g  t h e  c u l t u r a l  e x p e c t a t i o n s  a p p l i c a b l e  

t o  h i s  s e x .  F u r t h e r ,  he e x h i b i t s  u n e a s i n e s s  when he i s  i n  

j e o p a r d y  o f  n o t  f u l f i l l i n g  h i s  s e x  r o l e .  T h i s  u s u a l l y  i s  a  

s i g n i f i c a n t  p ro b lem  f o r  b o y s .  The young boy  i n  a  n u r s e r y  

s c h o o l  s e t t i n g  w ould o f t e n  s e t  a s i d e  d o l l s  o r  o t h e r  commonly 

i d e n t i f i e d  f e m in in e  o b j e c t s  an d  employ h i m s e l f  i n  a g g r e s s i v e  

p l a y .  However, g i r l s  c o n t in u e  f o r  a  l o n g e r  p e r i o d  o f  t im e  

t o  a c c e p t  a  d i v e r s i t y  o f  b e h a v i o r s ,  w i th  g r e a t e r  a m b iv a le n c e  

a b o u t  m e e t in g  s o - c a l l e d  " t y p i c a l "  s e x  r o l e  c r i t e r i o n .  T h u s ,  

t h e  fem a le  i s  o f t e n  p o s i t e d  a s  h a v in g  a  l e s s  i n t e n s e  se x  

r o l e  i d e n t i t y  and g e n e r a l l y  a  more d i f f u s e d  a d u l t  s e x u a l  

r o l e  (M isc h e l  and  M is c h e l ,  1971)»

U s u a l ly ,  h ow ever, c h i ld h o o d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t h a t  w ere 

c o n g ru e n t  w i th  s e x  r o l e  s t a n d a r d s  w i t h i n  t h e  c u l t u r e  were 

l i k e l y  t o  re m a in  s t r o n g  an d  were d i s p l a y e d  c o n t i n u a l l y  from  

c h i ld h o o d  t h r o u g h  a d u l t h o o d .  M ussen (1962) fo u n d  a  h ig h  

r e l a t i o n  b e tw ee n  t h e  d e g re e  o f  m a s c u l in e  i n t e r e s t  i n  m a le s  

i n  a d o le s c e n c e  and  a d u l t h o o d . -

F e a r ,  a n x i e t y ,  and  g u i l t  a r e  e m o tio n s  t h a t  e v e ry o n e  

h a s  e n c o u n te r e d .  A g a in ,  s e v e r a l  t h e o r i s t s  d i s a g r e e  i n  t h e i r
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o p i n io n s  c o n c e r n in g  t h e  o c c u r r e n c e  and  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e s e  

b e h a v i o r s .  F re u d  ( I 909 ) b e l i e v e d  t h a t  f e a r  c o u ld  be  p r o 

duced  i n  t h r e e  ways» (1) e x c e s s i v e  s t i m u l a t i o n  from  i n t e r 

n a l  o r  e x t e r n a l  s o u r c e s  overw helm ing  a  c h i l d ;  (2) s h o c k in g  

e x p e r i e n c e s  coming a s  a  s u r p r i s e  and  w i th  n o  f o r e w a r n in g ;  

and  (3 ) f e e l i n g s  o f  b e in g  o v e rp o w ered ,  when t h e  c h i l d  had  

no  av enu e  o f  " f i g h t  o r  f l i g h t . "

I n  a  g ro u p  s i t u a t i o n  t h e  p r e s c h o o l  c h i l d  commences t o  

r e l a t e  h i s  own i d e n t i t y  t o  o t h e r s  who o f f e r  d i v e r s e  t y p e s  

o f  r o l e  m o d e ls .  T hrough  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  he a c q u i r e s  s k i l l s  

on  how t o  cope w i th  t h e  demands o f  o t h e r s  and  d e v e lo p  s t r a t e 

g i e s  o f  h a n d l in g  r e j e c t i o n ,  a c c e p ta n c e ,  d o m in a t io n ,  and  

s u b m is s io n  (M ulcerji ,  1966-). I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  

h a n d l i n g  o f  s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n s ,  t h e  c h i l d  i s  r e q u e s t e d  t o  

a c h ie v e  many p h y s i c a l  and  i n t e l l e c t u a l  e x p e r i e n c e s .  I t  i s  

i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  t h e  l e v e l s  o f  s k i l l  r e q u i r e d  i n  a l l  o f  t h e s e  

a r e a s  be  v a r i e d  so  t h a t  s u c c e s s  and a  p o s i t i v e  s e l f - i m a g e  

a r e  a s s u r e d .  The p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  c h a l l e n g i n g  

s i t u a t i o n s  a l s o  a f f o r d s  a  c h i l d  t o  g a i n  c o n f id e n c e  i n  ex 

p l o r i n g  and  m a s t e r i n g  new and  more d i f f i c u l t  t a s k s .  A t t h e  

same t im e ,  c h i l d r e n  m ust l e a r n  t o  a c c e p t  t h e i r  m i s t a k e s  and  

u s e  them  t o  t h e i r  a d v a n ta g e .

A c h i l d  i n  a  p r e s c h o o l  becomes more e m o t i o n a l l y  and  

f u n c t i o n a l l y  in d e p e n d e n t  a s  h i s  s e l f - c o n f i d e n c e  an d  a c t u a l  

s k i l l s  i n c r e a s e .  He f e e l s  f r e e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  h i s
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e n v iro n m e n t  by  m aking  c h o ic e s  and  c r e a t i n g  h i s  own se n se  

o f  o r d e r  w i th o u t  t h e  a i d  o f  an  a d u l t .  E r ik s o n  ( I 963 ) s t a t e d  

t h a t  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  c h a l l e n g e s  a t  e a c h  s t a g e  

o f  d ev e lo p m en t b u i l t  p a r t i c u l a r  s t r e n g t h s  i n t o  h i s  p e r s o n 

a l i t y ,  F o r  t h e  p r e s c h o o l  c h i l d  E r ik s o n  em p hasized  t h e  

dev e lo p m en t o f  t r u s t ,  au tonom y, and i n i t i a t i v e .

The o p t im a l  d e g re e  o f  a  c h i l d ' s  e m o t io n a l  in d ep e n d en c e  

i s  s t i l l  a  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  a r e a .  Some e x p e r t s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  

a  c h i l d  c o u ld  become t o o  in d e p e n d e n t  t o o  soon  and  t h u s  f a i l  

t o  t a k e  a d v a n ta g e  o f  a d u l t s  a s  r o l e  m od e ls  and  l e a r n i n g  

r e s o u r c e s  ( P o s t e r ,  I 966 ) .  The y o u n g s t e r  m ig h t  have  d e v e lo p e d  

to o  much c o n f o r m i ty  and  dependence  on g ro u p  norms r a t h e r  

t h a n  on i n d i v i d u a l i s m  ( F o s t e r ,  I 966 ; B e t t e l h e im ,  1969;

P r e s c o t t  and  J o n e s ,  1 9 7 1 ) .

P i a g e t  (19 6 7 ) d e v e lo p ed  a  p o p u la r  s e q u e n t i a l  t h e o r y  

o f  c o g n i t i v e  d ev e lo pm en t w hich  c o n s i s t s  o f  f o u r  s t a g e s :  

t h e  s e n s o r y  m o to r ,  t h e  p r e - o p e r a t i o n a l ,  t h e  c o n c r e t e  o p e r 

a t i o n s ,  and  t h e  p r e p o s i t i o n a l  o r  fo rm a l  o p e r a t i o n s .  D u ring  

t h e  c o n c r e t e  o p e r a t i o n s  s t a g e  t h e  c h i l d ’ s c o g n i t i v e  o p e r a t io n s  

a r e  c o n c e rn e d  w i th  r e a l i t y  i t s e l f ,  p e r fo r m in g  t h e  d a i l y  

t a s k s  o f  m a n i p u l a t i n g  r e a l  o b j e c t s  i n  h i s  w o r ld .  D u r in g  

t h e  f o u r t h  s t a g e  t h e  c h i l d ,  t h e n  an  a d o l e s c e n t ,  no l o n g e r  

c o n f i n e s  h i m s e l f  t o  p e r c e i v e  o n ly  t h e  d a t a  from w i t h i n  h i s  

own im m ed ia te  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  t e m p o r a l  and s p a t i a l  a w a re n e s s .

H is  t h i n k i n g  becom es p r e p o s i t i o n a l  and  he p o s s e s s e s  t h e
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c a p a c i t y  t o  i n t e r r e l a t e  p r o p o r t i o n s .  W hile t h e  c o n c r e t e  

o p e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  t h i r d  s t a g e  a r e  a p p l i e d  o n ly  t o  t a n g i b l e  

o v j e c t s ,  t h e  f o rm a l  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  f o u r t h  s t a g e  a r e  

a p p l i e d  t o  more c o g n i t i v e  a c t i v i t i e s .  G e n e r a l  t o  an  u n d e r 

s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  f o u r t h  s ta g e ,  i s  t h e  i d e a  o f  t h e  a d o l e s c e n t  

a s  a  complex h y p o t h e s i z i n g  human i n d i v i d u a l .  As he e n t e r s  

t h e  f o u r t h  s t a g e  he d i s p l a y s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  e g o c e n t r i c i t y ,  b u t  

a s  he  m a tu re s  he  comes t o  p e r c e i v e  t h e  p r o p e r  f u n c t i o n  o f  

r e f l e c t i o n  i s  t o  i n t e r p r e t  and  l e a r n  t o  p r e d i c t  from  ex

p e r i e n c e .  But o b v io u s ly ,  any  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  made a b o u t  

t h e  a d o l e s c e n t  m ust  be  i n t e r p r e t e d  i n  te rm s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  

and  s p e c i f i c  s i t u a t i o n a l  p e c u l i a r i t i e s .

Sigmund F re u d  (1905) d e s c r i b e d  a d o le s c e n c e  a s  a  t im e  

when ch an g es  gave  i n f a n t  s e x u a l i t y  i t s  f i n a l  fo rm . He saw 

a s  t h e  m ain  e v e n t s  g e n i t a l i t y  w i th  i t s  accom panying  new 

s e x u a l  a im s i n  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  new s e x u a l  o b j e c t s  o u t s i d e  

t h e  f a m i ly .  But Anna F r e u d 's  (1958) c o n t r i b u t i o n s  have 

b e e n  t h e  m ost e x t e n s i v e .  She saw a d o l e s c e n t  u p s e t  a s  

i n e v i t a b l e  b e c a u s e  t h e  c h an g e s  i n  d r i v e  a c t i v i t y  and  

q u a l i t y  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  by  p u b e r t y  u p s e t  t h e  b a la n c e  be tw een  

i d  and  ego f o r c e s  a n d  t h e  d e v e lo p in g  i n d i v i d u a l  had  t o  s e t  

a b o u t  a c h i e v in g  a d u l t  s e x u a l i t y .  The a c t i o n  o f  su c h  i n 

t e r n a l  a d ju s tm e n t s  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  t h e  b e h a v i o r a l  u p h e a v a ls  

m a n i f e s t e d  i n  a d o le s c e n c e .  However, some a d o l e s c e n t s  

were r e l u c t a n t  t o  grow  up and  d id  n o t  d i s p l a y  t h o s e
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p r o p e n s i t i e s .  Such c h i l d r e n  made much o f  f a m i ly  r e l a t i o n 

s h i p s  an d  were c o n s i d e r a t e  and  s u b m is s iv e  so n s  an d  daugh

t e r s .  They r e t a i n e d  t h e  i d e a s  and i d e a l s  o f  t h e i r  e a r l i e r  

b a c k g ro u n d .  Anna F re u d  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  su c h  " r e l u c t a n c e "  

came from t h e  s u p e r  ego r a t h e r  t h a n  from t h e  i d  a s p e c t s  

o f  p e r s o n a l i t y .  She i n t e r p r e t e d  su c h  b e h a v i o r  a s  a  c r o p 

p in g  r e s u l t  o f  e x c e s s i v e  d e f e n s e s  a g a i n s t  d r i v e  a c t i v i t y  

and  b e l i e v e d  i t  v;as a  s e r i o u s  b lo c k  t o  n o rm a l d e v e lo p m e n t .

Anna F reud  (1958) to o k  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  i n c o n s i s t 

e n t  and u n p r e d i c t a b l e  b e h a v io r .w a s  n o rm a l  i n  a d o le s c e n c e .

The a d o l e s c e n t  l e a r n e d  t o  a c c e p t  an d  r e j e c t  h i s  im p u l s e s i  

he t e e t e r e d  b e tw ee n  lo v e  and  h a t e  f o r  h i s  p a r e n t s  and  

a l t e r n a t e d  b e tw een  d ep endence  and  r e v o l t .  He s o u g h t  a  

s e c u re  i d e n t i t y ,  b u t  e q u a l l y  t r i e d  t o  m erge h i s  i d e n t i t y  

w i th  o t h e r s .  He was i d e a l i s t i c ,  g e n e r o u s ,  a r t i s t i c ,  and  

u n s e l f i s h , ’ b u t  a l t e r n a t e d  w i th  s e l f - c e n t e r e d n e s s  and  e g o 

t i s m .  I n  l a t e r  p e r i o d s  o f  l i f e  su c h  b e h a v i o r  was c o n s i 

d e re d  p a t h o l o g i c a l ;  i n  a d o le s c e n c e  i t  was n o rm a l t o  t h e  

p o i n t  w here  a b s e n c e  o f  s u c h  c o n f l i c t  m ean t t h a t  t h e  c h i l d  

was r e a l l y  i n  t r o u b l e .

H a v ig h u r s t  (19^3) was one o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  e x p o n e n ts  

o f  th e  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  t a s k  c o n c e p t .  He d e f i n e d  a  d e v e lo p 

m e n ta l  t a s k  a s  " a  t a s k  w hich  a r i s e s  a t  o r  a b o u t  a  c e r t a i n  

p e r i o d  i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  s u c c e s s f u l  a c h ie v e m e n t  o f
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w hich  l e a d s  t o  h i s  h a p p in e s s  and  t o  s u c c e s s  w i th  l a t e r  

t a s k s ,  w h i le  f a i l u r e  l e a d s  t o . u n h a p p i n e s s  i n  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  

d i s a p p r o v a l  "by s o c i e t y ,  and  d i f f i c u l t y  w i th  l a t e r  t a s k s "  

( 1 9 4 3 , p .  2 1 5 )* H a v ig h u r s t  (1956) n o t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were 

t h r e e  s o u r c e s  o f  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  t a s k s  f o r  any  g i v e n  g ro u p  

o f  p eop le*  (1) p h y s i c a l  m a t u r a t i o n ;  (2 ) c u l t u r a l  e x p e c t 

a t i o n  and p r e s s u r e ;  and  ( 3 ) i n d i v i d u a l  a s p i r a t i o n s .

H a v ig h u r s t  (1953) l i s t e d  t e n  t a s k s  o f  t h e  a d o l e s c e n t  p e r i o d :  

( 1 ) a c h ie v e m e n t  o f  new an d  more m a tu re  r e l a t i o n s  and  age  

m a te s  o f  b o t h  s e x e s ;  ( 2 ) a c h ie v e m e n t  o f  a  s o c i a l l y  a p p ro v e d  

m a s c u l in e  o r  f e m in in e  s o c i a l  r o l e ;  ( 3 ) a c c e p t a n c e  o f  o n e ' s - 

p h y s iq u e  and  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  u s e  o f  t h e  body ; (4 )  a c h ie v e m e n t  

o f  e m o t io n a l  in d e p e n d e n c e  o f  p a r e n t s  an d  o t h e r  a d u l t s ;

( 5 ) a c h ie v e m e n t  o f  t h e  a s s u r a n c e  o f  econom ic in d e p e n d e n c e  

i n  a  s e n s e  o f  f e e l i n g  t h a t  one c o u ld  make o n e ' s  own l i v i n g  

i f  n e c e s s a r y ;  (6 ) s e l e c t i o n  and p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  an  o c c u p a t io n ;  

(7 ) p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  m a r r i a g e  and  f a m i ly  l i f e ;  ( 8 ) d e v e lo p 

m ent o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  s k i l l s  and  c o n c e p ts  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  

c i v i c  co m pe tence ;  ( 9 ) d e s i r i n g  an d  a c h i e v i n g  o f  s o c i a l l y  

r e s p o n s i b l e  b e h a v i o r ;  (1 0 ) a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  a  s e t  o f  v a l u e s  

and  an  e t h i c a l  sy s te m  a s  a  g u id e  t o  b e h a v i o r .

Many d i f f e r e n t  p e r s o n s  have  t r i e d  t o  d e s c r i b e  and  i n 

t e r p r e t  c h i ld h o o d  and  a d o le s c e n c e ,  b u t  no  one h a s  b e e n  a b l e  

t o  f o r m u la te  a  t r u l y  co m p re h en s iv e  t h e o r y  w hich  had  b o th  

e x p l a n a t o r y  and p r e d i c t i v e  v a l u e .  Of c o u r s e  t h e r e  were
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many who s im p ly  u s e d  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  d e s c r i p t i o n s  and  im

p e r i a l  o b s e r v a t i o n s  w i t h o u t  s c i e n t i f i c  d e f e n s e ,  on t h e  

a s s u m p t io n  t h a t  su c h  a p p r o a c h e s  w ere t h e  m ost v a l i d  ways 

o f  e x p l a i n i n g  b e h a v i o r .



CHAPTER I I I  

METHOD AND DESIGN

Each c a s e  s tu d y  w i l l  he  w r i t t e n  i n  a p p r o x im a te ly  f o u r  

t o  s i x  s e c t i o n s .  The f i r s t  s e c t i o n ,  I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  

c h i l d ,  w i l l  i n c l u d e  d em ograph ic  i n f o r m a t i o n .  T h is  w i l l  

he  f o l lo w e d  h y  R eason  f o r  R e f e r r a l ,  w hich w i l l  c o n t a i n  

what t h e  p a r e n t ,  c h i l d  and  s c h o o l  c i t e  a s  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  

r e a s o n s  f o r  r e f e r r a l .  N e x t ,  t h e  s e c t i o n  on F a m ily  H i s t o r y  

w i l l  p r e s e n t  a s  much d a t a  a s  p o s s i b l e  c o n c e rn in g  t h e  c h i l d ’ s 

p a r e n t s ,  s i b l i n g s ,  home e n v iro n m e n t ,  p l a c e  o f  r e s i d e n c e ,  

o c c u p a t io n  o f  p a r e n t s ,  and  o t h e r  p e r t i n e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n .

U nder t h e  s e c t i o n  o f  D e v e lo p m e n ta l  H i s t o r y ,  f a c t s  c o n c e rn 

in g  t h e  c h i l d ’ s d e v e lo p m e n ta l  m i l e s t o n e ,  s c h o o l  h i s t o r y ,  

o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  w hich  t h e  c h i l d  r e s i d e d  and  an y  l e g a l  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  he  e x p e r i e n c e d  w i l l  be  shov/n. T h is  f o r m a t  was 

u se d  t o  g iv e  c o n s i s t e n c y  and  o r d e r  t o  t h e  d a t a  p r e s e n t e d ,  

b u t  i t  s h o u ld  be r e c o g n iz e d  t h a t  t h e  s p e c i f i c  s t e p s  i n  t h e  

c a s e  s tu d y  a p p ro a c h  a r e  n o t  a lw ay s  a s  d i s t i n c t  a n d  c l e a r  

a s  f o r m u la te d  h e r e i n .

A s h o r t  s y n o p s i s  w i l l  be  g iv e n  a t  t h e  b e g in n i n g  o f  

e a c h  c a s e  s t u d y .  I n f o r m a t io n  c o n ta in e d  i n  t h i s  b r i e f
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p a r a g r a p h  w i l l  i n c l u d e  t h e  p e r s o n ' s  name, a g e ,  s e x ,  l o c a 

t i o n  i n  t h e  f a m i ly  h i e r a r c h y  and  some r e p o r t  c o n c e rn in g  

h i s  p r e s e n t  s t a t u s .

O pen-ended s t a t e m e n t s  and  q u e s t i o n s  a p p e a r  a t  t h e  end 

o f  e ac h  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  c a s e s  w hich  w i l l  o f f e r  g u i d e l i n e s  

f o r  i n q u i r y ,  p ro b in g  and  p r y i n g  i n  o r d e r  f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t  t o  

a c h ie v e  a  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  l i f e  s t y l e  and  b e 

h a v i o r  o f  t h e  p e o p le  d e p i c t e d  i n  t h e s e  c a s e s .  They a l s o  

s u g g e s t  r o u t e s  f o r  o r g a n i z in g  t h e  r e l e v a n t  f a c t s  and  

c i r c u m s ta n c e s  o f  a  c a s e  i n t o  c a u s e - a n d - e f f e c t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  

and  o f f e r  l e a d s  f o r  t h e  dev e lo p m en t o f  a l t e r n a t i v e  d i a g n o s i s  

and  o p t i o n a l  p l a n s  f o r  t r e a t m e n t  w hich  w i l l  b e n e f i t  t h e  

s t u d e n t  i n  t r a i n i n g .

At t im e s  t h e  o p en -en d ed  s t a t e m e n t s  and  q u e s t i o n s  may 

a p p e a r  t o  b e  vague  o r  l a c k i n g  i n  a d e q u a te  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  

. s u f f i c i e n t  d i s c u s s i o n .  Such q u e s t i o n s  a r e  i n t e n d e d  t o  p e r 

p l e x  t h e  s t u d e n t  and i n  t u r n  t o  s t i m u l a t e  him t o  f o r m u la t e  

i d e a s  on h y p o th e s e s  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  I t  w i l l  a l s o  a l l o w  him 

t h e  chan ce  t o  d e v e lo p  h i s  ovm t h o u g h t s  and  c o n c e p ts  con

c e r n i n g  d i a g n o s i s ,  r e m e d ia t io n ,  and  t r e a t m e n t .  A t t h e  

end o f  e a c h  c a s e  t h e r e  w i l l  be a  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  h y p o th e s e s  

w hich  were d e v e lo p e d  from t h e  f a c t o r s  p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l  c a s e  and t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  t h e o r i e s .



CHAPTER IV 

CASE STUDIES



28

The Case o f  J o a n

J o a n  i s  t h e  o n ly  c h i l d  and  i s  l i v i n g  w i t h  h e r  
n a t u r a l  f a t h e r .  She was tw e lv e  y e a r s  o ld  when 
sh e  was r e f e r r e d  an d  i s  e x h i b i t i n g  p ro b lem s i n  
s c h o o l  and  a t  home. H er m o th e r  com m itted  s u i c i d e  
i n  1972  and  h e r  f a t h e r  i s  s t i l l  u n m a r r ie d ,  Jo a n  
and  h e r  p a r e n t s  l i v e d  a  v e r y  t r a n s i e n t  l i f e s t y l e  
l i v i n g  i n  s e v e r a l  c i t i e s  a c r o s s  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  
b e f o r e  s e t t l i n g  down i n  Oklahoma,

I d e n t i f i c a t i o n

J o a n  i s  a  t w e l v e - y e a r - o l d  w h i te  s i x t h - g r a d e  s t u d e n t .  

She was s e n t  f o r  r e f e r r a l  i n  May 1973 a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  

o f  h e r  f a t h e r  who i s  p r e s e n t l y  em ployed a s  a n  i n s u r a n c e  

s a le s m a n ,  J o a n  a p p e a re d  i n  no rm al p h y s i c a l  h e a l t h  

a l t h o u g h  sh e  was somewhat o v e rw e ig h t ,  wore g l a s s e s ,  and  

lo o k e d  v e r y  t e n s e  an d  u n h ap p y . The i n t e r v i e w e r  n o te d  

t h a t  sh e  was o p e n ly  h o s t i l e  to w a rd  b e in g  s e e n  an d  r e j e c t e d  

m ost a p p ro a c h e s  t a k e n  by  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e r  t o  g a i n  i n f o r 

m a t io n ,  A l th o u g h  sh e  becom es more c o o p e r a t i v e  w i t h  t im e ,  

sh e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  d en y  a n y  p ro b lem s  an d  r e j e c t s  t h e  i d e a  

o f  n e e d in g  a n y  t r e a t m e n t  o r  h e lp .  Her mood was b o t h  

s u l l e n  and  a n x io u s  and  h e r  a f f e c t  was a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  t h e  

t h o u g h t  c o n t e n t .  H er s p e e c h  i s  c o h e r e n t  and  r e l e v a n t .
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p r e s e n t i n g  no  e v id e n c e  o f  th o u g h t  d i s o r d e r .  She i s  v e r y  

e v a s iv e  a b o u t  an y  m a t t e r s  t h a t  she  f e e l s  a r e  p e r t i n e n t  t o  

h e r  p rob lem  and i s  a n g ry  a t  h e r  f a t h e r .  She a v o id s  and  e v ad e s  

a n y th in g  s t r e s s f u l ,  and  becom es v e r y  a n x io u s  a t  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  

she  w i l l  be  h a v in g  an  e x a m in a t io n .  She r e l a x e d  somewhat when 

she  was in fo rm e d  i t  w ould n o t  be n e c e s s a r y  t o  u n d r e s s ,  and  

when a sk e d  a b o u t  h e r  d i s l i k e  o f  d o c t o r s  and  p h y s i c a l  exam in

a t i o n s ,  she  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h a t  i s  p a r t  o f  i t ,  t h a t  she  d o e s n ' t  

w ish  t o  u n d r e s s ,  t h a t  sh e  d i s l i k e s  n e e d l e s ,  s h o t s ,  and  t h e  

s m e l l  o f  h o s p i t a l s .  She , a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e r ,  e v i 

d e n t l y  h a s  m a jo r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  body im age and 

f e e l s  q u i t e  i n a d e q u a t e .  . She can  t a l k  a b o u t  n o n s e n s i t i v e  

t o p i c s  w i th o u t  much p ro b le m , b u t  when a s k e d  a n y th i n g  r e m o te ly  

p e r t i n e n t  t o  h e r  p rob lem  she  im m e d ia te ly  s t o p s  t a l k i n g .

Open-Ended S ta te m e n t s  f o r  D i s c u s s io n

1 . How do t h e  v a lu e  l a t e n t  t e r m s  o f  " v e r y  t e n s e  and 

unhappy" i n f l u e n c e  t h e  judgm ent a b o u t  a  p e rs o n ?

2. What a r e  some o f  t h e  p l a u s i b l e  h y p o t h e s i s  o f  why a  c h i l d  

would be  u n c o o p e r a t i v e  i n  an  i n i t i a l  i n t e r v i e w .  What

i s  t h e  ra n g e  o f  "n o rm al"  b e h a v i o r  f o r  a  t w e l v e - y e a r - o l d  

g i r l  i n  t h i s  t jrp e  o f  s i t u a t i o n ?  What f a c t o r s  c o u ld  

i n f l u e n c e  h e r  b e h a v io r ?

3. Are J o a n ' s  c o n c e rn s  o v e r  p h y s i c i a n s  and  h e r  body  image 

"no rm al"  i n  t e r m s  o f  n o rm a l  a d o l e s c e n t  d e v e lo p m en t?
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Do yo u - 'co n cu r  w i th  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e r ' s  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  

J o a n ' s  m a jo r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  body image?

5 , I s  t h e r e  enough i n f o r m a t i o n  g iv e n  t o  a c c u r a t e l y  d e t e r 

m ine w h e th e r  o r  n o t  Jo a n  h a s  a  r a n g e  o f  n o r m a l i t y  f o r  

a  t w e l v e - y e a r - o l d  fem a le?

6 . I s  t h e r e  enough i n f o r m a t i o n  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t o  make an  

a d e q u a te  judgm ent c o n c e rn in g  J o a n ' s  p ro b lem s?

Reason f o r  R e f e r r a l :

Jo a n  was l i v i n g  w i th  h e r  f a t h e r  p r i o r  t o  h e r  r e f e r r a l .

H er m o th e r  was h o s p i t a l i z e d  f o r  s e v e r e  d e p r e s s i o n  f o r  s i x  

m onths and  l a s t  J u l y  (1972) sh e  com m itted  s u i c i d e ,  su d d e n ly ,  

b u t  t o  no  o n e 's  s u r p r i s e ,  Jo a n  has  b e en  h a v in g  t r o u b l e  s i n c e  

she  s t a r t e d  s c h o o l .  Due t o  h e r  f a t h e r ' s  p o s i t i o n  w i th  h i s  

i n s u r a n c e  company, t h e  f a m i ly  was r e q u i r e d  t o  t r a v e l  and 

move on t h e  a v e ra g e  o f  once a  y e a r .  As a  r e s u l t ,  Jo a n  h a s  

a t t e n d e d  f i v e  d i f f e r e n t  s c h o o l s  s in c e  she  b e g an  s c h o o l .  Jo a n  

had  b e e n  i n  t r e a t m e n t  i n  New O r le a n s  w i th  a  p h y c h o lo g i s t  

f o r  a  p e r i o d  o f  f i v e  and  h a l f  m o ths  p r i o r  t o  t h e i r  move a t  

t h e  p r e s e n t  l o c a t i o n .  H er f a t h e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  she  i s  ex 

t r e m e l y  t e n s e  and  n e r v o u s ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h i s  i s  r e l a t e d  

t o  s c h o o l ,  w hich  she  h a s  n o t  a t t e n d e d  f o r  some t im e .  H er 

s c h o o l  a t t e n d a n c e  was so  bad  i n  t h e  p a s t  y e a r  t h a t  sh e  was 

u n a b le  t o  p a s s  t o  t h e  n e x t  g r a d e ,  a l th o u g h  h e r  a b i l i t y  i s  

above t h e  n o rm a l r a n g e .  She u s u a l l y  p l a n s  o r  e x p e c t s  t o  go 

b u t  i s  i l l  w i th  an  u p s e t  s tom ach , d i a r r h e a  o r  so m e th in g  o f
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t h a t  n a t u r e .  The f a t h e r  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  she  h a s  a lw ay s  

b e e n  v e ry  h a rd  t o  g e t  up i n  t h e  m o rn in g s  and i s  t h e n  u n a b le  

t o  a t t e n d  s c h o o l  b e c a u s e  o f  h e r  i l l n e s s .  When i n  s c h o o l  she 

i s  v e ry  t e n s e ,  w ith d raw n , a n x io u s  and  t e n d s  t o  be  p r e o c c u p ie d  

by  d ay d ream in g . She a l s o  c o m p la in s  o f  t r o u b l e  g e t t i n g  t o  

s l e e p  a t  n i g h t s  and  a s  a  r e s u l t  s t a y s  up w a tc h in g  t e l e v i s i o n  

t i l l  i t  g o e s  o f f  t h e  a i r .  She a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  she  h a s  s e v e r e  

h e a d a c h e s ,  m ost o f t e n  a t  s c h o o l .  The f a t h e r  a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  

Jo a n  h a s  te m p e r  t a n t r u m s  a t  w hich  t im e  she  w i l l  y e l l  and  

th ro w  t h i n g s .

J a n  h e r s e l f  t e n d e d  t o  deny o r  evade  any  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  

su c h  symptoms, and  s t a t e d  t h a t  sh e  was f i n e  and  h a s  no p r o 

b le m s . When she  v/as i n  t r e a t m e n t  a t  New O r le a n s ,  she  s t a t e d  

t h a t  sh e  d id n ’ t  m ind a t t e n d i n g  t h e  s e s s i o n s ,  b u t  f e l t  t h a t  

she  d i d n ' t  g a i n  much from  th em . She d o e s n ’ t  b e l i e v e  a n y th in g  i s  

wrong w i th  h e r  m e n t a l l y ,  and  r e f u s e d  t o  d i s c u s s  h e r  p ro b le m s  

w i th  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e r .  She d e c l in e d  t o  d i s c u s s  a n y th i n g  r e 

l a t e d  t o  h e r  m o th e r ’ s  d e a t h .  F u r th e rm o re ,  she  d e n ie d  t h e  

te m p e r  t a n t r u m s  and  p ro b le m s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  s c h o o l ,  a l t h o u g h  

sh e  a g re e d  t h a t  she  i s  n e r v o u s .

Open-Ended S ta te m e n ts  f o r  D i s c u s s io n

1 . D e s c r ib e  t h e  p o s s i b l e  e f f e c t s  t h a t  a  s u i c i d e  m ig h t  have 

on a  young p e r s o n  J o a n ’ s a g e .  Who m ig h t  sh e  be  a b l e  t o  

ta l lc  t o  s i n c e  h e r  m o th e r  i s  o u t  o f  t h e  p i c t u r e ?
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2 . C o n t r a s t  t h e  s u i c i d e  o f  a  p a r e n t  w i th  t h a t  o f  an  

a c c i d e n t a l  .d e a th  o f  a  p a r e n t .  How m ig h t  i t  i n f l u e n c e  

a  c h i l d ?

3 . What e f f e c t s  m ig h t  a  t r a n s i e n t  l i f e  s t y l e  have on a  

c h i l d ' s  d ev e lo p m en t a s  w e l l  a s  on t h e  e n t i r e  f a m i ly ?

4. What a r e  some p o s s i b l e  h y p o t h e s i s  w hich  can  be r e l a t e d  t o  

J o a n ' s  i n c r e a s e  i n  t r u a n c y  s i n c e  h e r  m o t h e r ' s  d e a th ?

5 . Hov/ do you  e x p l a i n  J o a n ' s  s c h o o l  b e h a v io r ?

6 . Comment on J o a n ' s  t r o u b l e  w i th  g e t t i n g  t o  s l e e p  a t  

n i g h t s .

7 . Are t h e r e  any  c o n c l u s i o n s  t h a t  c an  be  drawn from  h e r  

te m p e r  t a n t r u m s ?

8. D is c u s s  h e r  a t t i t u d e  to w a rd s  t r e a t m e n t .

9 . D i s c u s s  t h e  l a s t  s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n .

1 0 .  What i s  y o u r  t e n t a t i v e  d i a g n o s i s  an d  p r o g n o s i s  a t  

t h i s  p o i n t ?

F am ilv  H i s t o r v

J o a n  i s  l i v i n g  w i th  h e r  n a t u r a l  f a t h e r ,  a  t h i r t y - f o u r  

y e a r  o ld  w h i te  m a le .  He i s  c u r r e n t l y  an  i n s u r a n c e  s a le s m a n  

f o r  a  f i r m  h e ' s  b e e n  w i th  f o r  n i n e  and  a  h a l f  y e a r s .  I n  

J u l y ,  1 9 7 2 , J o a n ' s  n a t u r a l  m o th e r  c o m m itted  s u i c i d e .  H er 

m o th e r  had  b e e n  h o s p i t a l i z e d  p r i o r  t o  t h e  s u i c i d e  f o r  s e v e r e  

d e p r e s s i o n .  The f a t h e r  was v e r y  c o o p e r a t i v e  i n  g i v i n g  i n 

f o r m a t io n  c o n c e r n in g  h i s  w ife  and d a u g h te r .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  

h i s  w ife  had b e e n  i n  t r e a t m e n t  w i th  a  d o c t o r  f o r  s e v e n  y e a r s
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due t o  h e r  s e v e r e  d e p r e s s i o n .  He s a i d  t h a t  h i s  w i f e  v.’a s  o f  

v e ry  l i t t l e  h e lp  t o  t h e  f a m i ly  i n  t h a t  a l l  she  d id  was d r in k  

l i q u o r  and  w a tch  t e l e v i s i o n .  She l e f t  a l l  o f  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  

o f  Jo a n  up  t o  him and  r e f u s e d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  f a m i ly  

a c t i v i t i e s .  He p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  when h i s  w ife  d id  p u n i s h  

J o a n ,  i t  was o f t e n  a f t e r  sh e  had l o s t  h e r  te m p e r  w i th  h e r  

d a u g h te r .  A t t im e s  sh e  w ould p u n i s h  J o a n  i n  s e v e r e  fo rm s 

and  a f t e r w a r d s  f e e l  v e r y  g u i l t y .

Jo a n  i s  t h e  o n ly  c h i l d  an d  t h e  f a t h e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  he and 

h i s  w ife  h ad  n o t  p l a n n e d  on h a v in g  any  c h i l d r e n .  He s a i d  t h a t  

he was somewhat happy when he fo u n d  o u t  h i s  w ife  was p r e g n a n t ,  

b u t  t h a t  h i s  w ife  was v e r y  d e p r e s s e d  and  d id  n o t  w ant J o a n .

Open-Ended S ta te m e n ts ,  f o r  D i s c u s s io n

1 . D is c u s s  J o a n ' s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th  h e r  m o th e r  p r i o r  t o  

t h e  s u i c i d e .

2 . D i s c u s s  t h e  p o s s i b l e  a t t i t u d e s  and f e e l i n g s  w hich  t h e  

f a t h e r  m ig h t  have  e x p e r i e n c e d  a f t e r  h i s  w ife  k i l l e d  

h e r s e l f .  How m ig h t  h i s  a t t i t u d e s  and  f e e l i n g s  a f f e c t  

h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  wit-h Jo an ?

3. D is c u s s  hov/ t h e  p a r e n t s '  a t t i t u d e s  to w a rd  p re g n a n c y  m ig h t  

have a f f e c t e d  J o a n  and  t h e  dynam ics o f  t h e  f a m i ly .

D e v e lo p m e n ta l  H i s t o r y »

Jo a n  was an  u n p la n n e d  b a b y ,  b u t  h e r  f a t h e r  f e l t  t h a t  

t h i s  was a  good t im e  i n  h i s  l i f e  and t h e r e f o r e  was r a t h e r
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happy . However, t h e  m o th e r  d id  n o t  want any  c h i l d r e n  and  

a s  a  r e s u l t  was v e r y  unhappy when sh e  fo und  o u t  sh e  was 

p r e g n a n t .  The f a t h e r  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  h i s  w ife  had no s i g n i f i 

c a n t  c o m p l i c a t i o n s  w i th  h e r  p re g n a n c y  o r  d e l i v e r y .  Jo a n  was 

b o r n  t h r e e  weeks b e f o r e  due d a t e  and  h e r  b i r t h  w e ig h t  was 

se v e n  pounds and  t h r e e  o u n c e s .  The f a t h e r  was u n a b le  t o  

remember a l l  o f  J o a n 's ,  m i l e s t o n e s ,  b u t  c i t e d  t h e  f o l lo w in g :  

She c ra w le d  a t  s i x  and a  h a l f  m o n th s ,  f e d  h e r s e l f  a t  a b o u t  

two y e a r s ;  w alked  a lo n e  a t  n i n e  t o  t e n  m on ths  and  t o i l e t  

t r a i n i n g  was c o m p le te d  by  t h e  age  o f  t h r e e .  The f a t h e r  de

p i c t e d  Jo a n  a s  a  c u r i o u s  and  a c t i v e  c h i l d .  The p a r e n t s  h i r e d  

a  l a d y  t o  talce c a r e  o f  Jo a n  a p p r o x im a te ly  s i x  weeks a f t e r  

d e l i v e r y .  The woman came t o  t h e  f a m i ly  home and t h e  m o th e r  

became em ployed a t  a  d r e s s  sh o p .

The f a m i ly  moved q u i t e  o f t e n  a f t e r  J o a n  was t h r e e  y e a r s  

o l d .  The f a t h e r  r e c e i v e d  a  good job  w i th  an  i n s u r a n c e  f i rm  

w hich  r e q u i r e d  a  v e r y  t r a n s i e n t  l i f e  s t y l e .  When Jo a n  v^as 

a p p r o x im a te ly  tw o y e a r s  o ld ,  t h e  m o th e r  was d r i n k i n g  e x 

c e s s i v e l y  and t h e i r  m a r r i a g e  became d o u b t f u l .  The f a t h e r  

a t t r i b u t e d  much o f  t h e  f a m i ly  t r o u b l e s  t o  h i s  jo b ,  b u t  s t a t e d  

t h a t  i t  was a  verj^ h ig h  s a l a r i e d  p o s i t i o n  and  he f e l t  i t  was 

w o r th  i t  a t  t h e  t im e .

Jo a n  had n o t  s u f f e r e d  any  s e r i o u s  i l l n e s s e s ,  how ever, 

s e v e r a l  m onths  p r i o r  t o  h e r  r e f e r r a l ,  Jo a n  f e l l  from  h e r  b i k e  

and was u n c o n s c io u s  f o r  a w h i l e .  No i n j u r i e s  o r  c o n c u s s io n
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were fo u n d ,  b u t  some s lo w n e ss  i n  a c t i o n s  and m ovements were 

n o t i c e d  by  h e r  f a t h e r  s i n c e  t h e n .

Jo an  a t t e n d e d  t h e  f i r s t  g r a d e  i n  S a n ta  Fe , New M exico , 

where she was a  b e h a v i o r  p ro b lem  and t h e  t e a c h e r  c o n ta c t e d  

t h e  p a r e n t s ,  b u t  n o t h in g  was done . The m a jo r  c o m p la in t s  

were h e r  t r u a n c y  from s c h o o l  and  h e r  te m p e r  t a n t r u m s  i n  

s c h o o l .  A g a in , t h e  f a t h e r  v/as t r a n s f e r r e d  t h e  f o l lo w in g  

y e a r  t o  L e x in g to n ,  K en tu ck y  were Jo an  r e c e i v e d  t h e  same two 

c o m p la in t s .  The f a m i ly  moved t o  New Y o rk , F l o r i d a ,  and  New 

O r le a n s  b e f o r e  m oving t o  Oklahoma i n  J a n u a r y  o f  1972. J o a n ' s  

t r u a n c y  and o t h e r  p ro b le m s  b e g a n  t o  h e ig h t e n  w h i le  t h e  f a m i ly  

was i n  New O r le a n s .  As a  r e s u l t ,  h e r  t e a c h e r s  s u g g e s te d  t o  

t h e  f a m i ly  t h a t  t h e y  t a k e  h e r  f o r  some p s y c h o l o g i c a l  h e lp .  

Jo a n  saw a  p s y c h o l o g i s t  f o r  a p p r o x im a te ly  f i v e  m onths i n  Nev; 

O r le a n s  and  had. t o  d i s c o n t i n u e  t r e a t m e n t  due t o  t h e  f a m i l y ’ s 

t r a n s f e r  t o  Oklahoma. S in c e  t h e  m o t h e r ' s  s u i c i d e ,  J o a n ' s  

p ro b lem s have w o rsened  t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  she  was u n a b le  t o  

p a s s  t o  t h e  s e v e n th  g r a d e .

Open-Ended S ta te m e n ts  f o r  D i s c u s s io n

1 . D is c u s s  J o a n ' s  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  m i l e s t o n e s  a s  c i t e d .

2 .  D is c u s s  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  m o th e r  g e t t i n g  a  job

and h i r i n g  a n o t h e r  l a d y  t o  c a r e  f o r  Jo a n .  I s  i t  s i g n i 

f i c a n t ?

3. D is c u s s  t h e  a p p a r e n t  p a ra d o x  o f  t h e  f a t h e r  s t a t i n g

t h a t  i t  was h i s  job  w hich  c a u se d  t h e  p ro b le m s ,  b u t
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"he f e l t  i t  was w o r th  i t  a t  t h e  t i m e . "  '

4 .  Comment on J o a n ' s  m e d ic a l  h i s t o r y .

5 . D is c u s s  J o a n ' s  t r e a t m e n t  w i th  a  p s y c h o l o g i s t  i n  New 

O r l e a n s .

6 . D is c u s s  t h e  d e v e lo p m e n ta l ,  e n v i r o n m e n ta l  and  p s y c h o l o g i 

c a l  a s p e c t s  o f  J o a n ' s  l i f e .

7 . Comment on h e r  e a r l y  s c h o o l  h i s t o r y .

H y p o th e se s  C o n cern in g  J o a n ' s  Case

1 . The s u i c i d e  o f  J o a n ' s  m o th e r  had a  g r e a t  im p a c t  on 

J o a n ' s  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  d e v e lo p m e n t.

2 .  The f a c t  t h a t  Jo a n  was unw anted  by  h e r  m o th e r  e f f e c t e d  

J o a n ' s  s e l f - i m a g e  and h e r  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  p r o g r e s s .

3 . Jo a n  and h e r  p a r e n t s  l i v e d  a  v e ry  t r a n s i e n t  l i f e  s t y l e  

w hich  d i s r u p t e d  J o a n ' s  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  d e v e lo p m e n t .
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The Case o f  R o s ie

R o s ie  i s  t h i r t e e n  y e a r s  o ld  and  i s  t h e  e l d e s t  o f  a  
y o u n g e r  s i s t e r  and  two y o u n g e r  h a l f  b r o t h e r s .
R o s ie  h a s  e x p e r i e n c e d  some p h y s i c a l  a b u se  from 
h e r  n a t u r a l  and. s t e p m o t h e r ' s .  She h a s  a l s o  b e en  
i s o l a t i n g  h e r s e l f  from  p e e r s ,  h a l l u c i n a t i n g  and  ex 
p e r i e n c i n g  d e l u s c i o n s .  She was p l a c e d  i n  a  s p e c i a l  
e d u c a t i o n  c l a s s  even  th o u g h  h e r  t e a c h e r s  f e l t  she  
n e e d e d  a  c l a s s  f o r  e m o t i o n a l ly  d i s t u r b e d .

I d e n t i f i c a t i o n :

R o s ie  i s  a  t h i r t e e n - y e a r - o l d ,  w h i te  f e m a le  r e f e r r a l .

She was b o m  on F e b ru a ry  13 , I 963 and  she  i s  B a p t i s t  i n  r e 

l i g i o n .  R o s ie  l i v e s  w i th  h e r  n a t u r a l  f a t h e r ,  s t e p m o th e r ,  

s i s t e r  and  two h a l f - b r o t h e r s  i n  Oklahoma. She i s  c u r r e n t l y  

c o m p le t in g  t h e  s i x  g r a d e .

R o s i e ' s  p ro b le m s  d a te  b a ck  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  th o u g h  t h e y  

a p p e a r  t o  be  e x a c e r b a te d  a t  t h e  t im e  o f  r e f e r r a l :  e x tre m e

w i th d r a w a l ,  i s o l a t i o n  from o t h e r s ,  h e a r s  v o i c e s ,  s e e s  v i s i o n s  

and  t a l k s  t o  h e r s e l f .  She a p p e a re d  t o  be  v e r y  a n x io u s  and  

p r e f e r s  t o  be  by  h e r s e l f .

R o s ie  i s  w e l l  d e v e lo p e d  a l t h o u g h  h e r  g e n e r a l  a p p e a ra n c e  

shows e v id e n c e  o f  a  l a c k  o f  c o n c e rn  a s  com pared w i th  o t h e r  

g i r l s  i n  h e r  age g ro u p .  She was v e r y  e a g e r  t o  be  i n t e r v i e w e d  

and m a n i f e s t e d  no s i g n s  o f  a n x i e t y .  R o s ie  seem ed t o  mono

p o l i z e  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  by e x p l a i n i n g  i n  d e t a i l  d i f f e r e n t  

t o p i c s  t h a t  u s u a l l y  were u n r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n .  She 

seemed t o  be t a l k i n g  more t o  h e r s e l f  t h a n  t o  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e r .  

R o s ie  a l s o  h a s  a  s l i g h t  l i s p  w h ich  d o e s n ' t  seem t o  b o t h e r  h e r
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o r  c a u se  h e r  t o  b lo c k  on any  w ords .

T h ro u g h o u t  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  t h e r e  was no  e v id e n c e  o f  de

l u s i o n s  o r  h a l l u c i n a t i o n s .  However, a t  s c h o o l  sh e  h a s  b een  

a c t i v e l y  h a l l u c i n a t i n g ,  t a l k i n g  t o  h e r s e l f  and  g e t t i n g  i n 

v o lv e d  i n  h e r  own t h o u g h t s  t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  she  d o e s  n o t  

r e s p o n d  when spok en  t o .

Open-Ended S ta te m e n t s  f o r  D i s c u s s io n

1 . E x p la in  t h e  a p p a r e n t  d i s c r e p a n c y  b e tw een  R o s i e ’ s 

p u r p o r t e d  b e h a v i o r  a t  s c h o o l  and  t h e  o b se rv e d  b e h a v i o r  

i n  t h e  i n t e r v i e w .

2 . Comment on and d i s c u s s  R o s i e ’ s  a p p e a ra n c e  a s  d e s c r i b e d  

b y  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e r .

3. D i s c u s s  h e r  v e r b a l  i n t e r a c t i o n s  d u r in g  t h e  i n t e r v i e w .

R eason  f o r  R e f e r r a l s

R o s i e ' s  p ro b le m s  d a te  b a ck  t o  h e r  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  s c h o o l  

when h e r  l e a r n i n g  d i f f i c u l t i e s  became a p p a r e n t .  A t t h a t  t im e  

h e r  t e a c h e r  n o t i c e d  she  was v e r y  n e rv o u s  and had  d i f f i c u l t y  

i n  l e a r n i n g  and a l s o  had  a  p o o r  a t t e n t i o n  s p a n . • She was p l a c e d  

i n  S p e c i a l  E d u c a t io n  c l a s s e s  b u t ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  h e r  t e a c h e r s  

she  was t o o  sm a r t  f o r  S p e c i a l  E d u c a t io n .  I n  1970 sh e  was 

t e s t e d  a t  t h e  G u id an ce  C e n te r  i n  h e r  home to^vn and  had 

f o l lo w - u p  t h r o u g h  p l a y  t h e r a p y  b y  a  p s y c h o l o g i s t .  A t t h a t  

t im e  sh e  p e r fo rm e d  i n  t h e  ra n g e  o f  low  n o rm a l .  H er s h o r t  

a t t e n t i o n  sp a n  and  a n x i e t y  l e v e l  p r e s e n t e d  p ro b le m s  f o r  h e r
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t e a c h e r s  b u t  p r i m a r i l y  h e r  t a l k i n g  and s i n g i n g  t o  h e r s e l f  

v.’e r e  o f  g r e a t e s t  c o n c e rn  t o  them . A t f i r s t ,  R o s ie  t a l k e d  

o f  " v i s i o n s  where sh e  saw c a r t o o n  c h a r a c t e r s  t h e n  she  h e a r d  

v o i c e s  t e l l i n g  h e r  t o  do b a d  t h i n g s . "  At t im e s  R o s ie  g o t  

so w rapped up i n  h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  she  c o u l d n ' t  c o n t r o l  

h e r  b e h a v i o r  and  would r e q u i r e  someone t o  i n t e r v e n e .  At 

home she  v/as b i t i n g  h e r  c l o t h e s  and  b e d s h e e t s  and  becom ing  

more a g g r e s s i v e  t o  t h e  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n .  She p l a c e d  a  b u t c h e r  

k n i f e  i n  t h e  bed  w here  h e r  h a l f - b r o t h e r  v/as s l e e p i n g  b u t  

d id  n o t  h u r t  him. She h a s  t h r e a t e n e d  t o  choke and  " r i n g  

t h e i r  n e c k s "  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  a t  s c h o o l .  She h as  b e e n  e x p e r i 

e n c in g  o b v io u s  mood sw in g s  and  h a s  w ith d raw n  h e r s e l f  from  t h e  

c h i l d r e n  a t  s c h o o l  and  t h e  f a m i ly  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  

i s o l a t i o n .

Open-Ended S t a te m e n t s  f o r  D i s c u s s io n

1 . D is c u s s  R o s i e ' s  e a r l y  s c h o o l  p e r fo rm a n c e  and e x p e r i 

e n c e s .

2. Comment on t h e  s t a t e m e n t  " a t  t im e s  R o s ie  g o t  so  w rapped 

up i n  h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  sh e  c o u l d n ' t  c o n t r o l  h e r  

b e h a v i o r  and would r e q u i r e  someone t o  i n t e r v e n e . "

3. D i s c u s s  R o s i e ' s  "mood s w in g s " .

F am ilv  H i s t o r v :

R o s ie  was b o m  F e b r u a r y  1 3 , I 963 and  d e t a i l s  a b o u t  t h e  

p re g n a n c y  and  d e l i v e r y  a r e  n o t  known. B o s i e ' s  f a t h e r  d o es
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n o t  remember any o f  h e r  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  m i l e s t o n e s  a l t h o u g h  

he s t a t e d  t h a t  sh e  d id  n o t  have any s e r i o u s  i l l n e s s e s  and  

t h a t  h e r  e m o t io n a l  p ro b lem s  s t a r t e d  when she  b e g an  a t t e n d i n g  

s c h o o l .

R o s i e ' s  f a t h e r  i s  f o r t y  se v e n  y e a r s  o ld  and  i s  a  c o n s t r u c 

t i o n  w o rk e r  by t r a d e .  He c o m p le te d  h ig h  s c h o o l  and  a t t e n d e d  

one y e a r  o f  c o l l e g e  a t  Oklahoma S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  where he 

m et h i s  f i r s t  w i f e .  A c c o rd in g  t o  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  s u p p l i e d  

by  t h e  f a t h e r ,  h i s  f i r s t  w ife  was an  a l c o h o l i c  who d e s e r t e d  

t h e  f a m i ly  i n  1966 a t  w hich  t im e  t h e y  were d iv o r c e d .  R o s ie  

and  a y o u n g e r  s i s t e r  were t h e  o n ly  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  f a t h e r ' s  

f i r s t  m a r r i a g e .

R o s i e ' s  f a t h e r  r e m a r r i e d  i n  196? and h as  two so n s  from  

t h i s  p r e s e n t  m a r r i a g e .  R o s i e ' s  s t e p m o th e r  was b o m  on A p r i l  

14, 1940 i n  L i t t l e  Rock, A rk a n sa s .  She co m p le te d  h ig h  s c h o o l  

and i s  a  h o u s e w ife .  R o s i e ' s  p a r e n t s  have b e en  m a r r i e d  s i n c e  

1967 and  t h e  f a t h e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  were no s i g n i f i c a n t  

p rob lem  a r e a s  be tw een  he and  h i s  new w i f e .  B oth  t h e  f a t h e r  

and  s te p m o th e r  a p p e a r  t o  be c o n c e rn e d  and e a g e r  t o  c o o p e r a t e .

R o s ie  i s  t h e  o l d e s t  o f  t h e  f o u r  c h i l d r e n .  She h a s  a 

y o u n g e r  s i s t e r  who i s  n i n e  and two y o u n g e r  h a l f - b r o t h e r s  who 

a r e  se v en  and  f o u r  y e a r s  o ld .



41

Open-Ended S ta te m e n ts  f o r  D is c u s s io n

1 . How does t h e  l a c k  o f  in f o r m a t io n  c o n c e rn in g  t h e  n a t u r a l  

m o t h e r 's  p re g n a n c y  a f f e c t  o u r  know ledge a b o u t  R o s ie  

and h e r  e a r l y  c h i ld h o o d  developm ent?  How can  you 

com pensa te  f o r  t h e  l a c k  o f  i n f o r m a t io n  c o n c e rn in g

t h e  p re g n a n c y  and R o s i e ' s  e a r l y  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  m i l e 

s to n e s ?

2. D is c u s s  t h e  sudden  o n s e t  o f  e m o t io n a l  p ro b lem s  w hich  

R o s ie  e x p e r i e n c e d  upon e n t e r i n g  s c h o o l .

3. D is c u s s  t h e  g e n e t i c  and e n v iro n m e n ta l  i n f l u e n c e s  w hich 

an  a l c o h o l i c  m o th e r  m ig h t  have on e a r l y  f o r m u la t i v e  

y e a r s  o f  c h i ld h o o d .

4. G iven  t h i s  much i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e rn in g  t h e  s t e p m o th e r ,  

what can  be s t a t e d  a b o u t  h e r?

5 . D is c u s s  t h e  s i b l i n g  h i e r a r c h y  o f  t h i s  f a m i ly  and how 

i t  m ig h t  a f f e c t  R o s ie .

6 . D is c u s s  t h e  f a m i ly  e n v iro n m en t  i n  R o s i e ' s  f o r m u la t i v e  

y e a r s .

7 .  Uhat p l a u s i b l e  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  m ig h t  R o s ie  have to w a rd s  

t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  m otherhood?
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D e v e lo p m en ta l  H i s t o r y »

Mr. S t e e l  i s  u n a b le  t o  rem ember any  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  m i l e 

s t o n e s  i n  R o s i e ' s  l i f e .  H i s t o r i e s  on R o s ie  from t h e  G u id 

a n ce  C e n te r  i n d i c a t e  p h y s i c a l  a b u se  from  h e r  n a t u r a l  m o th e r  

and  some e x c e s s i v e  w h ip p in g s  from  h e r  s t e p m o th e r .

R o s ie  h a s  had  c h ic k e n  pox and  h a s  b e e n  imm unized f o r  

mumps and  m e a s le s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  s t e p m o th e r .  The f a t h e r  

f i r s t  n o t i c e d  p ro b le m s  w i th  R o s ie  when sh e  s t a r t e d  t h e  f i r s t  

g r a d e .  She was t e s t e d  a t  t h e i r  l o c a l  G u idance  C e n te r  i n  t h e  

f a l l  o f  1967 w i th  t h e s e  r e s u l t s  and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s :  " T h is

c h i l d  i s  p r e s e n t l y  f u n c t i o n i n g  i n  t h e  low n o rm a l  ra n g e  o f  

i n t e l l i g e n c e  w i th  an  IQ t h a t  i s  ju d g ed  t o  be  8 9 . O b s e r v a t io n  

r e v e a l e d  t h a t  sh e  i s  l e f t  hand ed  and  r i g h t  e y e d .  The B e n d e r -  

G e s t a l t  was a d m i n i s t e r e d  and  was c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by  m arked  r e 

d u c t i o n  i n  s i z e . "  The G u id an ce  C e n te r  recommended t h a t  

R o s ie  be p l a c e d  i n  a  S p e c i a l  E d u c a t io n  C la s s  and  became i n 

v o lv e d  i n  P la y  T h e ra p y  w i th  a  p s y c h o l o g i s t .  A s o c i a l  w o rk e r  

a t  t h e  g u id a n c e  c e n t e r  s a i d  t h a t  R o s ie  " e n jo y e d  h e r  b a l l e t  

e x e r c i s e s  n o t  b e c a u s e  sh e  was d o in g  b a l l e t  b u t  b e c a u s e  she  

f a n t a s i z e d  h e r s e l f  a s  a  b u t t e r f l y  who c o u ld  f l y  away t o  

a n o t h e r  l a n d  'w h e re  t h e r e ' s  nobody  t o  b o t h e r  m e '" .  I t  was 

a l s o  n o t i c e d  t h a t  R o s ie  p r e f e r r e d  p l a y i n g  w i th  p u p p e ts  r a t h e r  

t h a n  w i th  t h e  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n .  When t o l d  t h a t  i t  was t im e  t o  

p u t  t h e  p u p p e ts  u p ,  R o s ie  would i g n o r e  t h e  demands and  con

t i n u e  t a l k i n g  t o  and  a n s w e r in g  f o r  t h e  p u p p e t s .  One day
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R o s ie  became v e r y  i r r a t e  and b e g a n  th r o w in g  a l l  t h e  p u p p e ts  

a t  t h e  p e r s o n  who came i n  and  t o l d  h e r  i t  was t im e  t o  p u t  

them  u p .

R o s i e ' s  t e a c h e r s  fo u n d  h e r  t o  be  u n w o rk a b le  i n  t h e  

c la s s ro o m  and s u g g e s t e d  t o  h e r  p a r e n t s  t h a t  sh e  be  t a k e n  t o  

t h e  l o c a l  G u id an ce  C e n te r .  The G uidance  C e n te r  worked w i th  

R o s ie  u n t i l  May o f  1974 i n  w h ich  t im e  sh e  was b r o u g h t  f o r  

r e f e r r a l .

The r e g i o n a l  G u idance  C e n te r  r e t e s t e d  R o s ie  i n  S ep tem b er  

o f  1970  w i th  t h e s e  r e s u l t s  and  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s :  "Rose i s

c u r r e n t l y  f u n c t i o n i n g  a t  t h e  M i l d ly  R e ta r d e d  Range o f  

I n t e l l i g e n c e  w i th  an  e s t i m a t e d  IQ o f  73* I t  i s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  

R o s ie  h a s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  be  i n  t h e  a v e ra g e  ra n g e  o f  i n t e l l i 

gence," how ever, a t  t h i s  t im e  h e r  e m o t io n a l  i n s t a b i l i t y  i s  

i n t e r f e r r i n g  w i th  h e r  a b i l i t y  t o  r e a s o n  and  c o n c e n t r a t e . "

The recom m en da tion  was t h a t  R o s ie  a g a i n  be  p l a c e d  i n  S p e c i a l  

E d u c a t io n  c l a s s e s .

F o r  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s  R o s ie  h a s  b e e n  i n  a  S p e c i a l  

E d u c a t io n  c l a s s  w i th  a  m ale  t e a c h e r  who h a s  b e e n  in v o lv e d  

w i th  R o s ie  on a  o n e - to - o n e  b a s i s .  The t e a c h e r  had t h r e e  

o t h e r  s t u d e n t s  so  he was a b l e  t o  d e v o te  much t im e  and a t t e n 

t i o n  t o  R o s ie .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  much o f  h i s  t im e  was d e v o te d  

t o  R o s i e ' s  e m o t io n a l  p ro b le m s  and t h a t  sh e  h a s  shown v e r y  

l i t t l e  a cad em ic  p r o g r e s s  i n  t h e  t h r e e  y e a r s  s h e ' s  b e e n  i n  

h i s  c l a s s .  He p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  he and  t h e  o t h e r  t e a c h e r s  w ere
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n o t  t o o  s u r p r i s e d  b y  R o s i e ' s  s low  p r o g r e s s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  have 

f e l t  t h a t  R o s ie  need ed  a  c l a s s  f o r  e m o t io n a l ly  d i s t u r b e d  and 

n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n .  He a l s o  e x p la in e d  t h a t  

t h e r e  a r e  no c l a s s e s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  c h i l d r e n  w i th  e m o t io n a l  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  t h e i r  tow n.

Open-Ended S ta te m e n t s  f o r  D i s c u s s io n

1 . D is c u s s  R o s i e ' s  f o m u la t i v e  y e a r s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  h e r  

m o th e r  and  h e r  s t e p m o th e r .

2 .  D is c u s s  t h e  t e s t s  r e s u l t s  from t h e  G uidance  C e n te r  on 

R o s ie .  What i m p l i c a t i o n s  m ig h t  t h i s  have  on u n d e r 

s t a n d in g  h e r  d ev e lo p m en t?

3. Why were t h e  rec o m m e n d a tio n s  from t h e  G u idance  C e n te r  

made c o n c e rn in g  R o s ie?

4 . What a r e  some p l a u s i b l e  e x p l a n a t i o n s  f o r  R o s i e ' s  

f a n t a s i z i n g ?

5. How would you have  h a n d le d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  R o s ie  

th ro w in g  t h e  p u p p e ts  when t o l d  i t  was t im e  t o  p u t  

them up?

6 . D is c u s s  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  " e m o t io n a l  i n s t a b i l i t y . "

7 .  What a r e  some p o s s i b l e  e x p l a n a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  s i x t e e n  

p o i n t  d ro p  i n  h e r  IQ s c o r e ?

8 . D i s c u s s  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e n e s s  o f  R o s i e ' s  p la c e m e n t  i n  

S p e c i a l  E d u c a t io n  c l a s s e s .  Kalce reco m m en d a tio n s  f o r  

a  r e l e v a n t  e d u c a t i o n a l  p ro g ram .
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H y p o th e ses  Concerning: R o s i e ' s  Case

1 . The d e s e r t i o n  o f  R o s i e ’ s n a t u r a l  m o th e r  from t h e  f a m i ly  

r e t a r d e d  R o s i e ' s  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  and. s o c i a l  d ev e lo p m en t.

2 . The p h y s i c a l  ab u se  and p u n ish m en t  a d m i n i s t e r e d  by  

R o s ie ’ s  two m o th e rè '  im peded h e r  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  p r o g r e s s .
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The C ase o f  M ike

M ike i s  a  f o u r t e e n - y e a r - o l d  e ig h th  g ra d e  s tu d e n t  
from  O klahom a. He i s  l i v i n g  a t  home w ith  h i s  
n a t u r a l  p a r e n t s .  M ike h a s  b e en  i n  q u i t e  a  l o t  o f  
t r o u b l e  a t  s c h o o l  and home due t o  h i s  a g g r e s s iv e  

• and  a c t i n g  o u t b e h a v io r .  M ike and  h i s  f a m ily  h ave  
moved f r e q u e n t ly  s in c e  he was a  young c h i l d .

I d e n t i f i c a t i o n :

M ike i s  a  f o u r t e e n  y e a r  o ld  w h ite  m ale  who was r e f e r r e d  

on May 2 2 ,  1975» H is  r e l i g i o n  i s  C a th o l ic  and  he i s  an  e ig h th  

g ra d e  s t u d e n t .  M ike i s  t h e  t h i r d  o f  f o u r  c h i l d r e n  and  l i v e s  

w ith  h i s  n a t u r a l  p a r e n t s  and  tw o s i s t e r s  i n  O klahom a. He 

h a s  an  o l d e r  b r o t h e r  who i s  m a r r ie d  an d  tw o s i s t e r s ,  f i f t e e n  

an d  n in e .

M ike was se e n  by  th e  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r  p r i o r  t o  r e f e r r a l .  

He was th e n  r e f e r r e d  by  th e  c o u n s e lo r  an d  t h e  s c h o o l  t o  th e  

l o c a l  g u id a n c e  c e n t e r .

O pen-Ended S ta te m e n ts  f o r  D is c u s s io n  

1 , Do you f i n d  a n y th in g  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h i s  f i r s t  s e c t i o n ?

R eason - fo r  R e f e r r a l ;

In f o r m a t io n  was o b ta in e d  from  M ik e 's  m o th e r  and  a l s o  from  

t h e  r e c o r d s  o f  M ik e 's  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r .  R e co rd s  from  M ik e 's  

s c h o o l  w ere a l s o  u t i l i z e d  i n  d e v e lo p in g  th e  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y .  

M ik e 's  c o u n s e lo r  h a s  b e e n  in v o lv e d  w ith  him s in c e  M arch o f  

1972 .

M ik e 's  i n i t i a l  r e f e r r a l  was i n  t h e  e a r l y  s p r in g  o f  1975 .
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At t h a t  t im e ,  M ike was a g g r e s s iv e  i n  s c h o o l ,  r e f u s e d  t o  do 

h i s  s c h o o l  work an d  had  t h r e a t e n e d  t o  k i l l  a  c la s s m a te .

The s c h o o l  had  a l r e a d y  su sp e n d e d  M ike t h r e e  t im e s  i n  th e  

l a s t  s i x  m on ths f o r  f i g h t i n g ,  t h r e a t e n i n g  t h e  t e a c h e r  and  

p la c in g  a  d ead  shunk  i n  t h e  g i r l s  r e s t ro o m  a t  s c h o o l .

Mike was f i r s t  s e e n  on M arch 9 , 1975 an d  a t  t h a t  t im e ,  

he was recom mended f o r  r e f e r r a l .  B e fo re  t h i s  p l a n  c o u ld  be  

f i n a l i z e d ,  M ik e 's  m o th e r  c o n ta c te d  t h e  r e f e r r a l  a g e n c y  i n  

A p r i l  1975» s t a t i n g  t h a t  M ike had  b e e n  su sp e n d e d  from  s c h o o l  

f o r  " b e a t in g  up a  c l a s s m a t e . ” She an d  h e r  h u sb an d  r e q u e s te d  

t h a t  we r e e v a l u a te  Mike f o r  p o s s ib l e  a d m is s io n  t o  t h e  r e f e r r a l  

a g e n c y .

R eco rd s i n d i c a t e  t h a t  M ike h a s  b e e n  h a v in g  p ro b le m s s in c e  

M arch o f  1972 , when he becam e in v o lv e d  w ith  t h e  s c h o o l  coun

s e l o r .  The m o th e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  sh e  n o t i c e d  M ik e 's  p ro b lem s 

s h o r t l y  a f t e r  he s t a r t e d  t h e  f i r s t  g r a d e .  A c c o rd in g  t o  t h e  

r e p o r t s  from  th e  c o u n s e lo r ,  M ike had  a lw ay s  e n jo y e d  h i s  

s e s s io n s  w ith  h e r  b u t  h ad  b e e n  v e ry  r e s i s t a n t  t o  d e a l  w ith  

any  p ro b lem s h e 's  h a d . M ike h a s  a lw ay s  b e e n  v e ry  p o l i t e  an d  

h a s  a t te m p te d  t o  show th e  c o u n s e lo r  h i s  good  s i d e .  T h is  

o p in io n  was e x p re s s e d  b y  b o th  t h e  c o u n s e lo r  an d  h i s  m o th e r .

C o m p la in ts  from  M ik e 's  t e a c h e r s  have  b e e n  t h a t  he  i s  

"com ing  u n g lu e d " , s t r i k i n g  o u t  a t  e v e ry o n e , a r g u in g  w ith  t h e  

t e a c h e r s ,  and  i n  s e v e r a l  i n s t a n c e s  h a s  b e e n  p h y s i c a l l y  a b u s iv e  

t o  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n .  When a s k e d  a b o u t h i s  f i g h t i n g .  M ike s t a t e s
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t h a t  "h e  d o e s n 't  s t a r t  f i r g h t s ,  he  j u s t  f i n i s h e s  th e m ."

He e x p la in s  t h a t  he d o e s n 't  lo o k  f o r  t r o u b l e , r a t h e r  i t ' s  

o t h e r  p e o p le  c a u s in g  him t o  do many o f  t h e  t h i n g s  h e 's  i n  

t r o u b l e  f o r .

M ik e 's  o l d e r  b r o t h e r  m a r r ie d  i n  t h e  summer o f  1974 

a f t e r  d i s c o v e r in g  t h a t  h i s  g i r l f r i e n d  was e x p e c t in g  a  c h i l d .  

B o th  p a r e n t s  w ere u p s e t  y e t  g a v e  th e  young  c o u p le  much 

s u p p o r t .  The c o u n s e lo r  n o te d  t h a t  d u r in g  t h i s  t im e ,  M ik e 's  

b e h a v io r  g o t  w orse  i n  s c h o o l  an d  he a p p e a re d  m ore a g g r e s s iv e  

and  u n c o n t r o l l a b l e .  She a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  M ike seem ed t o  

k e e p  h i s  s c h o o l  l i f e  s e p a r a t e  from  t h e  t im e  sh e  s p e n t  w ith  

h im .

M ike was a  " t e a c h e r 's  a s s i s t a n t "  i n  t h e  s p e c i a l  e d u c a 

t i o n  c l a s s  f o r  y o u n g e r  c h i l d r e n  and  was d e s c r ib e d  a s  a  v e ry  

g e n t l e  and  p o l i t e  p e r s o n  who h e lp e d  an d  was good  w i th  th e  

c h i l d r e n .  The c o u n s e lo r  an d  t h e  s c h o o l  p r i n c i p a l  have  

s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  fe m a le  t e a c h e r s  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  h ave  fo u n d  

M ike t o  b e  " u n c o n t r o l l a b l e ,  o b n o x io u s , an d  i n t o l e r a b l e "  and  

w ant him e x p e l l e d .  She d id  s t a t e  t h a t  M ike had  a  good  r e 

l a t i o n s h i p  w ith  a  m ale  t e a c h e r  who t a u g h t  m ath  an d  b io lo g y ,  

b u t  t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  h a s  r e c e n t l y  b eg u n  t o  d w in d le . I n 

c lu d e d  i n  t h e  d a ta  r e c e iv e d  from  th e  s c h o o l  w ere  t e s t s  t h a t  

t h e  c o u n s e lo r  a d m in i s t e r e d  t o  M ike i n  t h e  s p r in g  o f  1 972 .

She a d m in is te r e d  t h e  ITPA, t h e  W e c h s le r , an d  th e  B i n e t .  She 

p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  M ik e 's  lo w e s t  s c o r e  on t h e  W e c h s le r  was i n
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A r i th m e tic  and  h i s  h ig h e s t  s c o r e  b e in g  i n  p i c t u r e  c o m p le t io n . 

She s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  o v e r a l l  a b i l i t y  i n  a l l  t h r e e  t e s t s  

a p p e a re d  t o  be  w i th in  t h e  above  n o rm a l r a n g e .

M ike’ s  m o th e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  sh e  and  h e r  h u sb an d  s e e  M ike’ s 

p ro b lem  a s  " d i s r u p t i n g  th e  c l a s s  by  a rg u in g  w ith  th e  t e a c h e r ,  

c o n s t a n t l y  t a l k i n g ,  and  w a lk in g  a ro u n d . He show s h i s  a n g e r  

and  re s e n tm e n t  to w a rd  d i s c i p l i n e  and  a u t h o r i t y  f i g u r e s ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  fe m a le  t e a c h e r s . "

O pen-Ended S ta te m e n ts  f o r  D is c u s s io n

1 . D is c u s s  th e  a d v a n ta g e s  and  d is a d v a n ta g e s  o f  r e c e i v i n g  

in f o r m a t io n  from  a  m u l t i tu d e  o f  s o u r c e s .  •

2 . What do you s e e  a s  M ike’ s  p rob lem ?

3 . How do you e x p la in  t h e  a p p a r e n t  d i s c r e p a n c y  b e tw ee n  h i s  

p e rfo rm a n c e  i n  t h e  c la s s ro o m  t o  t h e  c o u n s e l in g  s e s s io n s  

w ith  th e  c o u n s e lo r?

4 . I n  l i e u  o f  s u s p e n s io n ,  w hat m ig h t b e  o t h e r  p l a u s i b l e  

a l t e r n a t i v e s  i n  d e a l in g  w i th  a  c h i l d  l i k e  M ike?

5 . What a r e  some o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  o r  p o s s i b l e  e x p la n a t io n s  

f o r  M ike’ s  p o l i t e  b e h a v io r  w ith  t h e  c o u n s e lo t?

6 . What d o es t h e  te rm  "com ing  u n g lu e d "  mean t o  you  an d  how 

d o es t h i s  h e lp  you fo r m u la te  an  o p in io n  a b o u t  M ike 

p ro b lem s?

7 .  I n  te rm s  o f  h i s  own dynam ics how d o es  Mike j u s t i f y  

h i s  b e h a v io r?
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8 . I s  t h e r e  any  o t h e r  in f o r m a t io n  w hich  m ig h t h e lp  i n  

fo r m u la t in g  an  o p in io n  on M ike?

F a m ily  H i s t o r y »

Mike i s  l i y i n g  w i th  h i s  n a t u r a l  p a r e n t s  and  tw o s i s t e r s  

i n  O klahom a. M ik e 's  m o th e r  was em ployed by  a  m a t t r e s s  manu

f a c t u r e r  u n t i l  t h e  company w ent b a n k ru p t .  She now sp e n d s  

m ost o f  h e r  tim e  a t  home and  does i r o n in g  f o r  a  su p p le m e n t 

t o  t h e  f a m i l y 's  incom e. The f a t h e r  i s  a  t r a v e l i n g  sa le sm a n  

f o r  farm  eq u ip m en t and  i s  t h e r e f o r e  on th e  ro a d  q u i t e  o f t e n .  

A p p ro x im a te ly  t h r e e  y e a r s  a g o , M ik e 's  m o th e r  a t te m p te d  t o  

k i l l  h e r s e l f  by  t u r n i n g  on th e  g a s  i n  th e  b a th ro o m . F o r  

t h i s  r e a s o n ,  she  a sk e d  f o r  p s y c h i a t r i c  h e lp  and  was s e e n  a t  

t h e  l o c a l  G u idance  C e n te r .  The m o th e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  sh e  h ad  

s u f f e r e d  from  d e p r e s s io n  e v e r  s in c e  sh e  was a  c h i l d  an d  co n 

s i d e r s  h e r s e l f  v e ry  e m o tio n a l .  She s a y s  t h a t  h e r  d e p r e s s io n  

u s u a l l y  o c c u rs  a t  a  d e f i n a t e  tim e  o f  th e  y e a r ,  u s u a l l y  a ro u n d  

C h r is tm a s . T h is  h a s  p e r s i s t e d  th ro u g h o u t  h e r  a d u l t  m a r i t a l  

l i f e ,  and  sh e  a t t r i b u t e s  t h i s  t o  th e  f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  

a t  t h i s  t im e  o f  y e a r  and  a l s o  t o  t h e  la c k  o f  co m m u n ica tio n  

b e tw ee n  sh e  and  h e r  h u sb a n d . She s t a t e d  t h a t  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  

sh e  c o n s id e r s  t h e i r  m a r r ia g e  a  good one and  f o r e s e e s  no  

p la n s  f o r  d iv o r c e .  The m o th e r  seem ed t o  com m unicate  q u i t e  

w e l l  and  a p p e a re d  t o  h ave  some i n s i g h t  i n t o  why M ike h a s  b e en  

a c t i n g  o u t so  m uch. She s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  h a s  b e e n  v e ry
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d i f f i c u l t  t o  r a i s e  f o u r  c h i l d r e n  w ith  h e r  h u sb an d  b e in g  away . 

on h i s  jo b  so  m uch. She f e l t  t h a t  h e r  a t te m p te d  s u i c id e  was 

b e n e f i c i a l  i n  t h a t  i t  drew  a t t e n t i o n  t o  th e  p ro b lem s sh e  

and th e  f a m i ly  w ere h a v in g . As a  r e s u l t ,  many o f  t h e  p ro 

b lem s have r e c e iv e d  a t t e n t i o n  and  have  im p ro v ed . H ow ever, 

M ik e 's  p ro b lem s seem t o  be  w o rs e n in g . She f e e l s  b a d  a b o u t 

n o t  know ing how t o  h a n d le  M ike and  s a y s  she  h a s  t r i e d  " e v e ry 

th in g  i n  t h e  b o o k " . H ow ever, sh e  s t a t e d  t h a t  sh e  and  h e r  

hu sb an d  a r e  open t o  an y  s u g g e s t io n s  and id e a s  and  t h e y  w i l l  

m eet w ith  t h e  r e f e r r a l  ag en c y  an y tim e  he i s  i n  to w n .

M ik e 's  f a t h e r  was d e s c r ib e d  by  th e  m o th e r  a s  a  p e r s o n  who 

o f t e n  l o s t  h i s  te m p e r  w ith  M ike. He d id  n o t  have v e ry  much 

p a t i e n c e  w ith  M ike . He p u n is h e d  him in  s e v e re  fo rm s a t  

t im e s ,  and  a f te r w a r d s  he w ould f e e l  g u i l t y .  The m o th e r  s a i d  

t h a t  h e r  husb an d  i s  a  q u i e t  man who som etim es h a s  d i f f i c u l t y  

v e r b a l i z i n g  h i s  f e e l i n g s .  She t o l d  t h e  i n t e r v ie w e r  t h a t  he 

i s  a  v e ry  good p e rs o n  and  r e s o r t s  t o  p h y s ic a l  p u n ish m en t o n ly  

when he f e e l s  t h e r e  a r e  no  o th e r  a n sw e rs . The m o th e r  r e p o r t e d  

t h a t  h e r  hu sb an d  was m ore in v o lv e d  w ith  t h e i r  o l d e r  so n  th a n  

he was w ith  M ike.

S in c e  t h e  f a t h e r  i s  away from  th e  home q u i t e  o f t e n ,  

sh e  i s  t h e  one t h a t  h a s  t o  t a k e  c a re  o f  t h e  p ro b le m s and  

c o r r e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n .  They t r i e d  h a v in g  t h e  f a t h e r  

c o r r e c t  and. p u n is h  th e  c h i l d r e n  when he r e t u r n e d  from  a  t r i p  

b u t  fo u n d  t h i s  t o  be  u n p r o d u c t iv e .  M ik e 's  o l d e r  b r o t h e r  i s
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n in e te e n  y e a r s  o ld ,  m a r r ie d  and  h a s a f a m .  M ik e 's  o l d e r  s i s t e r ,  

age  f i f t e e n ,  i s  a  sophom ore i n  h ig h  s c h o o l  an d  i s  d e s c r ib e d  

a s  d o in g  a v e ra g e  work i n  s c h o o l  and  no  p ro m in e n t p ro b le m s 

t o  sp e ak  o f ,  M ik e 's  y o u n g e r  s i s t e r  i s  n in e  y e a r s  o ld  and  

sh e  to o  i s  show ing  no p ro b lem s i n  s c h o o l  o r  a t  home.

The m o th e r  s t a t e s  t h a t  Mike a p p e a rs  t o  b e  e f f e c t e d  by  

any  change  i n  t h e  home s i t u a t i o n  o r  e n v iro n m e n t. She d e s c r ib e d  

him a s  a  s e n s i t i v e  c h i l d ,  who h e ld  h i s  a g g r e s s io n  and  h o s t i 

l i t y  r e g a r d in g  t h e  home e n v iro n m e n t i n s i d e  o f  h im s e l f  and  

d id  n o t  m a n i f e s t  h i s  a n g e r  u n t i l  he b e g an  s c h o o l .  She p o in te d  

o u t t h a t  M ike u s u a l l y  d oes b e t t e r  i n  t h e  summer a l th o u g h  he 

s t i l l  p r e s e n t s  some m anagem ent p ro b le m s . She s t a t e s  t h a t  i t  

i s  p r i m a r i l y  d u r in g  th e  s c h o o l  y e a r  t h a t  M ike i s  m ost d i f 

f i c u l t ,  She d e s c r ib e d  him a s  a  c h i l d  who i s  a g g r e s s iv e ,  v e r b 

a l l y  and  p h y s i c a l l y ,  M ike t e n d s  t o  b lam e o th e r s  f o r  h i s  

a c t i o n s  an d  i s  c o n s t a n t ly  on t h e  move an d  a lw ay s  t a l k i n g ,

Mike h a s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  b a s e b a l l ,  f o o t b a l l ,  and  b a s k e t 

b a l l  and  h a s  done f i n e  i n  th e s e  a c t i v i t i e s .  H is  m o th e r  p o in te d  

o u t t h a t  he  h a s  had  v e ry  few  c o m f l i c t s  i n  s p o r t  a c t i v i t i e s  

and  i s  a b le  t o  p l a y  on a  te a m .

M ik e 's  m o th e r  h a s  b e e n  th e  p r im a ry  d i s c i p l i n a r i a n  due 

t o  t h e  f a t h e r ' s  a b se n c e  from  t h e  home. She s t a t e d  t h a t  M ike 

d o es n o t  seem t o  re s p o n d  t o  any  form  o f  d i s c i p l i n e .  She 

th o u g h t  t h a t  p h y s i c a l  d i s c i p l i n e  o n ly  m a g n if ie d  h i s  a n g e r .

On o c c a s io n s  when he was r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h e  h o u se  o r  t o  h i s
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room , he w ould sn e ak  o u t an d  u s u a l l y  n o t  r e t u r n  t i l l  t h e  n e x t  

m o rn in g .

D u rin g  M ik e 's  e a r l y  y e a r s  t h e  f a m i ly  h a d  t o  move q u i t e  

o f t e n  due t o  t h e  f a t h e r ' s  jo b .  She f e e l s  t h a t  t h i s  may 

a t t r i b u t e  t o  some o f  M ik e 's  p ro b lem s b u t  sh e  d o e s n 't  u n d e r 

s ta n d  v/hy th e  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  w e r e n 't  e f f e c t e d .  She a l s o  f e l t  

t h a t  M ike may h ave  r e s e n t e d  th e  b i r t h  o f  h i s  y o u n g e r  s i s t e r ,  

ho w ev er, a t  t h i s  t im e  M ike seem s v e ry  p r o t e c t i v e  an d  k in d  

to w a rd s  h e r .  .

O pen-Ended S ta te m e n ts  f o r  D is c u s s io n

1 , How v a lu a b le  w ould i t  be  t o  know th e  d a te  i n  w h ich  th e  

m o th e r  was em ployed b y  t h e  m a t t r e s s  m a n u fa c tu re r?

2 , D i s c u s s . th e  work h i s t o r y  o f  t h e , p a r e n t s  an d  how m ig h t 

t h i s  a f f e c t  M ike?

3, D is c u s s  t h e  s e a s o n a l  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  m o th e r 's  d e p r e s s io n .

4 , How c o u ld  t h e  l a c k  o f  com m un ica tion  b e tw e e n  th e  m o th e r  

an d  h e r  h u sb a n d  a f f e c t  t h e  fa m ily ?

5 , D is c u s s  t h e  m o th e r 's  s t a te m e n t  a b o u t h e r  f e e l i n g  " h e r  

a t te m p te d  s u i c i d e  was b e n e f i c i a l  i n  t h a t  i t  drew  

a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  p ro b le m s ."

6 , D is c u s s  t h e  f a t h e r ' s  r o l e  i n  t h e  f a m ily  an d  how i t  

a f f e c t s  t h e  f a m i ly  d y n am ics .

7 ,  D is c u s s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  M ike d o es b e t t e r  i n  t h e  summer th a n  

d u r in g  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r .
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8 , D is c u s s  M ik e 's  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  s p o r t s .

9 . D is c u s s  and d e s c r ib e  t h e  a p p a r e n t  p a ra d o x  o f  M ike h a v in g  

t r o u b l e  due to  t h e  f a m ily  m oving q u i t e  f r e q u e n t l y  b u t  

h i s  s i b s  n o t  g r e a t l y  e f f e c t e d .

10 , What e f f e c t  does t h e  s i b l i n g  h ie r a r c h y  have  on t h i s  

fa m ily ?

D e v e lo p m en ta l H i s t o r y *

M ike was a n  u n p la n n e d  b a b y  b u t  th e  m o th e r  f e l t  t h a t  

t h i s  was a  good t im e  i n  h e r  l i f e .  A t t h i s  t im e ,  t h e  f a t h e r  

w orked  a t  a  g l a s s  p l a n t  i n  A rk a n sa s  w hich  was a  s e c u re  jo b  

and  a v e ra g e  incom e and  th e  m o th e r  f e l t  t h e  f a m ily  was s e t t l e d .  

She r e p o r t e d  no c o m p l ic a t io n s  w i th  h e r  p re g n a n c y  o r  d e l i v e r y .  

M ike was b o m  n i n e t e e n  d ay s b e f o r e  due d a te  and h i s  b i r t h  

w e ig h t was se v e n  pounds n in e  o u n c e s . She c i t e d  h i s  d e v e lo p 

m e n ta l  m i le s to n e s  a s  fo llo w s*  s a t  a lo n e  -  f o u r  t o  s i x  m o n th s; 

c ra w le d  -  s i x  m o n th s ; s to o d  a lo n e  -  s e v e n - a n d - a - h a l f  m o n th s ; 

s e l f - f e e l i n g  -  tw o y e a r s ;  w a lked  a lo n e  -  n i n e - a n d - a - h a l f  

m o n th s ; f i r s t  w ords -  s i x  t o  se v e n  m on th s; u se d  s e n te n c e s  -  

tw o y e a r s ;  d r e s s e d  s e l f  -  f o u r  y e a r s ;  t i e  sh o e s  -  ag e  f i v e -  

a n d - a - h a l f  y e a r s  and  t o i l e t  t r a i n i n g  was c o m p le te d  b y  day  

a t  tw o - a n d - a - h a I f  and  by  n i g h t  a t  age  t h r e e .  She d e p ic te d  

M ike a s  an  a c t i v e  and  c u r io u s  c h i l d  who was no  d i f f e r e n t  

from  th e  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  and  p r e s e n te d  no p ro b le m s . She a l s o  

s t a t e d  t h a t  o f  t h e  f o u r  c h i l d r e n ,  M ike h a s  b e e n  "pam pered"
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m ore so  th a n  any  o f  t h e  o th e r  c h i l d r e n .

The f a m ily  l i v e d  i n  A rk a n sa s  u n t i l  M ike was a b o u t a  

y e a r - a n d - a - h a l f  o ld .  They th e n  moved t o  T ex a s  and  l i v e d  

t h e r e  f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s .  When Mike was a b o u t 3 y e a r s  o ld ,  th e  

f a t h e r  was d r in k in g  e x c e s s iv e ly  and  t h e i r  m a r r ia g e  was u n d e r  

a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  s t r e s s .  T hey s e p a r a te d  f o r  a  b r i e f  p e r io d  

o f  t im e , ( a p p ro x im a te ly  tw o m on ths) and  l a t e r  resum ed  t h e i r  

r e l a t i o n s h i p .  A t t h i s  t im e ,  t h e  f a t h e r  p ro m ise d  n o t  t o  d r in k  

an y  m ore and  a c c o rd in g  t o  th e  m o th e r  h a s  m a in ta in e d  t h i s  

p ro m is e . A t th e  p r e s e n t ,  sh e  s t a t e s  t h a t  sh e  and  h e r  husband  

f e e l  th e y  have a  good m a r r ia g e  and  t h a t  t h e  w o rs t  i s  o v e r .

She a l s o  p o in te d  o u t t h a t  d u r in g  t h i s  t im e ,  she  may have  b e en  

to o  in v o lv e d  in  h e r  own p ro b lem s to  have n o t i c e d  an y  e f f e c t  

t h e  home e n v iro n m e n t o r  s i t u a t i o n  may have h ad  on M ike o r  

t h e  o th e r  c h i l d r e n .  B etw een M ik e 's  f i f t h  and  e ig h t h  y e a r s  

o f  a g e , t h e  f a m ily  l i v e d  a ro u n d  th e  D a l la s  a r e a .  T hey moved 

t o  Oklahoma a f t e r  t h a t  and have rem a in ed  h e re  s in c e  t h e n .

A cco rd in g  t o  th e  m o th e r , Mike h a s  n o t  s u f f e r e d  any  

m a jo r  i l l n e s s e s ,  a c c i d e n t s ,  o r  i n j u r i e s .  She s a i d  he h ad  

t r o u b l e  w ith  h i s  e a r  drum a t  t h r e e - a n d - a - h a l f  y e a r s  o f  ag e  

and  t h a t  i t  h e a le d  and  h a s n ' t  c a u se d  any  t r o u b l e  s in c e  t h e n .
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O pen-Ended S ta te m e n ts  f o r  D is c u s s io n

1 . D is c u s s  th e  a t t i t u d e s  and  f e e l i n g s  w hich  p a r e n t s  show 

to w a rd  a  p la n n e d  v e r s u s  an  u n p lan n e d  c h i l d .

2 . D isc u s s  th e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  d e v e lo p m e n ta l m i l e s to n e s .

3 . What i s  y o u r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  word "pam pered"?

I n  r e g a r d  t o  p e r s o n a l i t y  d eve lopm en t?

4. D is c u s s  th e  im p o r ta n c e  o f  a  s t a b l e  m a r r ia g e  on a  c h i ld  

d u r in g  h i s  d e v e lo p m e n ta l y e a r s .

5 . S p e c u la te  on how th e  f a t h e r ’ s  " d r in k in g  p ro b lem " was 

r e s o lv e d  and th e  e f f e c t s  i t  m ig h t have had  on M ike, 

th e  f a t h e r  and th e  m o th e r .

S c h o o l H i s t o r y »

Mike a t te n d e d  th e  f i r s t  g ra d e  i n  D a l la s  w here he had  

b e h a v io r a l  p ro b lem s i n  t h e  c la s s ro o m  and  w i th  th e  t e a c h e r .  

H is  t e a c h e r  recom mended t h a t  he b e  h e ld  b ack  a  y e a r  due t o  

h i s  low  r e a d in g  l e v e l .  H is  t e a c h e r  a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  Mike 

was im m ature and u n a b le  t o  g e t  a lo n g  w ith  h i s  p e e r s .  The 

m o th e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  th e  se co n d  y e a r  i n  t h e  f i r s t  g r a d e  p ro 

d uced  l i t t l e  i f  an y  p o s i t i v e  c h a n g e s . She s a i d  t h a t  h i s  

g r a d e s  rem a in e d  low  and  h i s  b e h a v io r  g o t  w o rse . M ike was 

r e f e r r e d  t o  th e  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r  b u t  th e  f a m ily  moved to  

Oklahoma b e fo r e  any  p r o g r e s s  was m ade. I n  Oklahoma Mike 

c o n tin u e d  w ith  h i s  a c t i n g  o u t  b e h a v io r .  M ike was f i r s t  r e 

f e r r e d  t o  t h e  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r  b e c a u se  o f  h i s  d i s r u p t i v e
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b e h a v io r  i n  t h e  c la s s ro o m  and  on t h e  p la y g ro u n d . A t t h a t  

t im e ,  th e  s c h o o l  was c o n s id e r in g  s u s p e n s io n  and  a l s o  recom 

m ended f u r t h e r  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  an d  e d u c a t io n a l  h e lp  b u t  no 

a c t i o n  was t a k e n .  H is  m o th e r  a t te m p te d  s u i c id e  b y  t u r n i n g  

on t h e  g a s  i n  t h e  b a th ro o m , an d  i t  was s h o r t l y  a f t e r  h e r  

h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n ,  e a r l y  1 9 7 2 , t h a t  M ike s t a r t e d  s e e in g  th e  

s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r  an d  h a s  c o n t in u e d  t h i s  a rra n g e m e n t s in c e  

t h e n .

O pen-Ended S ta te m e n ts  f o r  D is c u s s io n

1 . C ould  M ik e 's  b e h a v io r  h av e  a f f e c t e d  h i s  r e a d in g  p r o 

b lem s o r  c o u ld  h i s  r e a d in g  p ro b le m s have m a g n if ie d  

h i s  b e h a v io r a l  p ro b le m s?

2 . D is c u s s  M ik e 's  se co n d  a t te m p t  a t  t h e  f i r s t  g r a d e .

3 . D is c u s s  t h e  reco m m en d a tio n  made by  t h e  s c h o o l  c o u n s e lo r  

and  how m ig h t t h e  f a m i ly  h av e  d e a l t  w ith  i t ?

H y p o th e se s  C o n c e rn in g  M ik e 's  C ase

1 . M ik e 's  f a m ily  l i v e d  a  r a t h e r  t r a n s i e n t  l i f e  s t y l e  w hich  

im peded h i s  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  and  s o c i a l  d e v e lo p m e n t.

2 . The f a c t  t h a t  M ik e 's  f a t h e r  was away from  t h e  home q u i t e  

f r e q u e n t ly  e f f e c t e d  M ik e 's  d e v e lo p m e n ta l p r o g r e s s .
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The C ase o f  Tony

Tony i s  t h e  se c o n d  c h i l d  i n  a  f a m ily  o f  tw o b o y s 
and  tw o g i r l s  and  was tw e lv e  y e a r s  o ld  a t  t h e  t im e  
o f  h i s  r e f e r r a l .  H is  p a r e n t s  had r e c e n t l y  r e c e iv e d  
a  d iv o rc e  and  he and  th e  o th e r  s i b l i n g s  w ere l i v i n g  
i n  a  p u b l ic  h o u s in g  p r o j e c t  w ith  t h e i r  m o th e r .
Tony was r e f e r r e d  due t o  h i s  a g g r e s s iv e  b e h a v io r  
i n  s c h o o l  an d  a t  home and  a l s o  f o r  an  u p d a te  
e v a lu a t io n  on h i s  acad em ic  l e v e l .

I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and  R eason f o r  R e f e r r a l :

Tony was tw e lv e  y e a r s  o ld  a t  th e  t im e  o f  r e f e r r a l .  The 

f a m ily  was w h ite  and  from  th e  lo w e s t  so c io e c o n o m ic  l e v e l .

T o n y 's  m o th e r  was a  t h i r t y - f o u r  y e a r  o ld  d iv o r c e e ,  an d  sh e  

and  h e r  f o u r  c h i l d r e n  w ere l i v i n g  i n  a  p u b l ic  h o u s in g  p r o j e c t  

i n  O klahom a. The f a m i ly  had  b e e n  on w e lf a r e  s in c e  T o n y 's  

p a r e n t s  r e c e iv e d  a  d iv o rc e  f o u r  y e a r s  a g o . A t e a c h e r  a t  

T o n y 's  s c h o o l  t a l k e d  t o  a  w e l f a r e  w o rk e r and  th e y  r e f e r r e d  

t h e  f a m ily  f o r  r e f e r r a l .

T o n y 's  m o th e r  was p r i m a r i l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  an  e d u c a t i o n a l  

e v a lu a t io n  o f  h e r  s o n 's  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  She had  d o u b ts  a s  t o  

w h e th e r  o r  n o t  he s h o u ld  be  i n  a  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t io n  c l a s s  f o r  

c h i l d r e n  o f  b o r d e r l i n e  o r  r e t a r d e d  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  w here he 

had  re m a in e d  s in c e  t h e  se co n d  g r a d e .  Tony a l s o  had  d i f f i 

c u l t i e s  r e l a t e d  t o  h i s  f r e q u e n t l y  u n p ro v o k ed  a g g r e s s iv e  b e 

h a v io r  a t  s c h o o l  and  a t  home. H is  a g g r e s s iv e  b e h a v io r  o c c u r r e d  

a t  s c h o o l  w ith  h i s  c la s s m a te s  a s  w e l l  a s  a t  home and  i n  th e  

n e ig h b o rh o o d . Tony h ad  a l s o  b e en  i n  t r o u b l e  w i th  t h e  p o l i c e
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f o r  b r e a k in g  i n t o  a  n e i g h b o r 's  house  and  s t e a l i n g  a  s m a ll  

am ount o f  money from  th e  l a d y 's  p u r s e .  The s c h o o l  had  

s u s p e c te d  him o f  u s in g  m a r i ju a n a  b u t  was u n a b le  t o  p ro v e  

t h e i r  s u s p i c i o n s .

T ony a p p e a re d  f o r  h i s  i n te r v ie w  w ith  h i s  m o th e r  and 

a  y o u n g e r  s i s t e r .  He w ore a  p a i r  o f  b lu e  je a n s  and  a  T - s h i r t  

w ith  a  p i c t u r e  o f  "HULK" on t h e  f r o n t .  He a p p e a re d  t o  be  o f  

a v e ra g e  h e ig h t  and  w e ig h t f o r  h i s  c h r o n o lo g ic a l  ag e  o f  

tw e lv e .  He s a t  n e x t  t o  h i s  m o th e r  and  w ould a n sw e r h e r  w ith  

s h o r t  r e p l i e s  w h ile  m a in ly  w a tc h in g  h i s  s i s t e r  p l a y  w ith  

t h e  t o y s  from  t h e  t o y  b o x .

O pen-Ended S ta te m e n ts  f o r  D is c u s s io n

1 . D is c u s s  t h e  s o c i a l  econom ic s t a t u s  o f  T o n y 's  f a m i ly .

How m ig h t t h i s  e f f e c t  t h e  f a m ily  e n v iro n m e n t?

2 . D is c u s s  t h e  m o th e r 's  i n i t i a l  r e a s o n  f o r  b r i n g in g  Tony 

i n  f o r  r e f e r r a l  an d  th e  r e l a t i o n  t h i s  h a s  t o  h i s  

s c h o o l  b e h a v io r .

3 . D is c u s s  p l a u s i b l e  e x p la n a t io n s  f o r  h i s  in v o lv e m e n t 

w i th  t h e  p o l i c e  a n d  m a r i ju a n a .

4 . Comment on T o n y 's  i n i t i a l  i n t e r v ie w .
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F am ily  H i s t o r v i

T o n y 's  f a m ily  s u f f e r e d  a  t r a u m a t ic  e x p e r ie n c e  f o u r  y e a r s  

p r i o r  t o  t h e  i n i t i a l  v i s i t  t o  th e  g u id a n c e  c e n t e r .  H is  

f a t h e r  was h a v in g  an  a f f a i r  w ith  h i s  w i f e 's  s i s t e r .  The 

m o th e r  r e l a t e d  t h a t  sh e  and  th e  c h i l d r e n  w ere  h o r r i f i e d  and  

sh o c k ed . She s t a t e d  t h a t  i t  was a  t o t a l  s u s p r i s e  t o  h e r  and  

t h a t  i t  was Tony's s i s t e r  who fo u n d  o u t and  t o l d  h e r .  The 

m o th e r  gave  h e r  husb an d  an  u ltim a tu m  t o  e i t h e r  q u i t  s e e in g  

h e r  s i s t e r  o r  e l s e  "pack  y o u r  b a g s  and  l e a v e . "  He ch o se  t o  

le a v e  th u s  s u r p r i s i n g  th e  m o th e r  somewhat w h ich  r e s u l t e d  i n  

s e v e r a l  m on ths o f  d i f f i c u l t  t im e s  t r y i n g  t o  become acc u s to m e d  

t o  l i v i n g  w i th o u t  t h e  f a t h e r  i n  th e  f a m ily .

The m o th e r  d e s c r ib e d  h e r  husband  a s  q u i e t ,  q u ic k 

tem p ere d  and  a  s t r i c t  d i s c i p l i n a r i a n .  When he w ould come 

home from  w ork, he would s i t  down w ith  a  b e e r  and  w a tch  t e l e 

v i s i o n .  He w ould rem a in  t h e r e ,  q u i e t  and  w ith d raw n  u n t i l  

one o f  th e  c h i l d r e n  m isb eh av ed  a t  w hich  t im e  he w ould t h r e a t e n  

t o  " g e t  h i s  b e l t " .  The m o th e r  was u s e  t o  h a v in g  h e r  hu sb an d  

make m o st o f  th e  f a m ily  d e c i s i o n s ,  an d  fo u n d  i t  e x tr e m e ly  d i f 

f i c u l t  t o  t a k e  o v e r  t h e  e n t i r e  b u rd e n  o f  f a m i ly  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

a f t e r  t h e i r  d iv o r c e .

The m o th e r  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  even  b e fo r e  t h e  d iv o rc e  

o c c u r r e d , sh e  was q u i t e  a n x io u s  and c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t h e r  

c h i l d r e n 's  w h e re a b o u ts  and  a c t i v i t i e s .  A f t e r  th e  d iv o r c e ,  

t h i s  c o n c e rn  d e ep e n ed , and  th e  m o th e r  t r i e d  t o  have know ledge
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o f  w here e a c h  c h i l d  was a t  p r a c t i c a l l y  e v e ry  m oment. She 

s t a t e d  t h a t  i f  one o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  was t e n  o r  f i f t e e n  m in

u t e s  l a t e  g e t t i n g  home from  s c h o o l ,  sh e  “became e x tre m e ly  

a n x io u s  and  s e t  o u t on f o o t  t o  lo o k  f o r  t h a t  c h i l d .  She a l s o  

s t a t e d  t h a t  when sh e  w ent o u t  t o  t h e  g r o c e r y  s t o r e  o r  t o  a  

s c h o o l  o r  c h u rc h  a c t i v i t y ,  sh e  c a l l e d  home e v e ry  tw e n ty  o r  

t h i r t y  m in u te s  t o  make s u r e  t h e  c h i l d r e n  w ere a l l  r i g h t  and  

t h a t  th e y  w ere home and  s t i l l  "being s u p e r v i s e d  by  th e  e l d e s t  ' 

d a u g h te r .  The m o th e r  r a r e l y  w ent o u t  i n  t h e  e v e n in g  u n t i l  

s i x  m onths ago when sh e  b eg an  w o rk in g  a s  a  co o k .

P a r t  o f  h e r  c o n c e rn  o v e r  th e  c h i l d r e n 's  w h e re a b o u ts  

was o f  a  lo n g - s t a n d in g  and  q u i t e  r e a l i s t i c  n a t u r e .  The f a m ily  

l i v e d  i n  a  low -incom e p u b l ic  h o u s in g  p r o j e c t  i n  an  a r e a  

w here r o b b e r i e s  and  c r im e s  o f  v io le n c e  w ere a  f r e q u e n t  o c c u r 

r e n c e .  Two p e o p le  had  b e e n  s h o t  t o  d e a th  i n  t h e  l a s t  e le v e n  

m on ths due t o  d ru g  r e l a t e d  i n s t a n c e s .  Drug p u s h e r s  and 

a d d i c t s  w ere i n  abundance  on t h e  s t r e e t s .  The m o th e r 's  

a n x ie ty  a b o u t th e  c h i l d r e n  w a lk in g  a lo n e  i n  t h e  d a y tim e  o r  

i n  th e  e v e n in g  a p p e a re d  w e l l  fo u n d ed  i n  l i g h t  o f  t h e  e n v ir o n 

m e n ta l  h a z a rd s  p r e v a l e n t  i n  t h e  a r e a  w here th e y  l i v e d .

The m o th e r  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  sh e  te n d e d  t o  r e l y  on h e r  

h usband  t o  s e t  l i m i t s  and  ta k e  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  i n  d i s c i p l i n 

in g  th e  c h i l d r e n .  She s t a t e d  t h a t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  d iv o r c e ,  h e r  

husband  was a l s o  c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t w here t h e  c h i l d r e n  w ere and  

w ould spank  them  i f  th e y  w ere l a t e  i n  g e t t i n g  home o r  i f
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t h e y  d id  n o t  obey h im . The c h i l d r e n  w ere a d m in is te r e d  

p h y s i c a l  p u n ish m e n t f r e q u e n t l y ,  b u t  t h e  m o th e r  i n d i c a t e d  

t h a t  th e  f a t h e r  was n e v e r  a b u s iv e  w ith  t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  ev en  

when he had  b e e n  d r in k in g  h e a v i ly .  She a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  

sh e  w ould y e l l  a t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  and  t h r e a t e n  t o  t e l l  t h e i r  

f a t h e r  i f  t h e y  d i d n ' t  obey  h e r .  She p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  e ac h  

c h i l d  was d i s c i p l i n e d  e q u a l ly  an d  t h a t  a n y  one c h i l d  was 

n o t  s i n g l e d  o u t  f o r  a  g r e a t e r  am ount o f  d i s c i p l i n e .

A f t e r  t h e  d iv o r c e ,  t h e  m o th e r  c o n t in u e d  t o  d i s c i p l i n e  

t h e  c h i l d r e n  p r i m a r i l y  by  s h o u t in g  o r  y e l l i n g  a t  th em . She 

d e c la r e d  t h a t  sh e  c o n s t a n t l y  h ad  t o  y e l l  a t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  

and  t h a t  th e y  te n d e d  t o  ig n o re  h e r  o r  do t h e  o p p o s i te  o f  

w hat sh e  r e q u e s t e d .  She f e l t  t h a t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  w ere i n  con 

t r o l  o f  h e r ,  b e c a u se  th e y  c o u ld  g e t  h e r  v e r y  a n x io u s  o r  v e ry  

a n g ry  i n  a  m o m en t's  t im e .  She r e p o r t e d  t h a t  sh e  h ad  t o  r e 

s o r t  t o  p h y s i c a l  p u n ish m e n t m ore o f t e n  i n  o r d e r  t o  g e t  th e  

c h i l d r e n  t o  m ind  h e r .  S p a n k in g s  seem ed t o  b e  e f f e c t i v e  in  

g e t t i n g  t h e  y o u n g e r  c h i l d r e n  t o  com p ly . H ow ever, sh e  was 

c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t  w h e th e r  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  sh e  w ould  b e  a b le  t o  

c o n t r o l  T ony, p a r t i c u l a r l y  when he g e t s  o l d e r  and  l a r g e r .

She was a f r a i d  t h a t  he m ig h t s t r i k e  h e r  b a c k , and  th e n  she  

w ould have  a b s o l u t e l y  no  c o n t r o l  o v e r  h im .

From t h e  m o th e r 's  p o i n t  o f  v ie w , i t  a p p e a re d  t h a t  Tony 

and  h i s  s i b l i n g s  w ere e x p e r ie n c in g  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  a n x ie ty  

and  f r i c t i o n  i n  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a t  home, i n  t h e  n e ig h b o r 
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hood and  a t  s c h o o l .  H is  m o th e r  c o n t i n u a l l y  and  i n e f f e c t u a l l y  

s h o u te d  a t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o r  h i t  them , and  th e  c h i l d r e n  q u i t e  

f r e q u e n t l y  fo u g h t  among th e m s e lv e s .  Tony and  h i s  y o u n g e r  

b r o t h e r  w ere c o n s t a n t l y  f i g h t i n g  w ith  e a c h  o t h e r .  The m o th e r  

w ould u s u a l l y  re s p o n d  t o  t h e i r  f i g h t s  b y  y e l l i n g  a t  th e  b o y s . 

H ow ever, t h i s  h ad  v e ry  l i t t l e  r e s u l t s  and  th e  b o y s  w ould 

c o n t in u e  t o  f i g h t .  T h is  b e h a v io r  was m a n i f e s te d  i n  t h e  n e i 

g hb o rh o o d  and  a l s o  was t h e  c h i e f  c o m p la in t  from  t h e  s c h o o l .

S in c e  th e  f a m i ly  was l i v i n g  t o g e t h e r  i n  a  fo u r- ro o m  

a p a r tm e n t ,  t h e  c h i l d r e n  w ere  q u i t e  f r e q u e n t ly  i n  e a c h  o t h e r ' s  

way, and  f i g h t i n g  i n e v i t a b i l i t y  o c c u r r e d .  When T o n y 's  b r o t h e r  

and  s i s t e r s  g o t  a n g ry  a t  h im , th e y  o f t e n  t e a s e d  him a b o u t  

b e in g  i n  t h e  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t io n  c l a s s  a t  s c h o o l .  T h is  made 

Tony f u r i o u s  and  he wouM  t r y  t o  h i t  t h e  p e r s o n  who was t e a s 

in g  h im .

The m o th e r  l e f t  t h e  o l d e s t  d a u g h te r  i n  c h a rg e  o f  t h e  

c h i l d r e n  when sh e  was o u t  o f  t h e  h o u se . Tony u s u a l l y  d i s 

obeyed  h e r  and  t r e a t e n e d  one t im e  t o  g e t  a  k n i f e  i f  sh e  

w o u ld n 't  l e t  him do a s  he w ish e d .
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O pen-Ended S ta te m e n ts  f o r  D is c u s s io n

1 . What e f f e c t s  c o u ld  t h e  su d d en  a b se n c e  o f  t h e  f a t h e r  

have  on t h e  d i f f e r e n t  m em bers o f  t h e  fa m ily ?

2 . D is c u s s  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  w h ich  th e  f a t h e r  g av e  t o  th e  

c h i l d r e n .  I n  w hat ways can  t h i s  e f f e c t  t h e  c h i l d r e n 's  

p e r s o n a l i t i e s ?

3 . D is c u s s  t h e  p o s s ib l e  f e e l i n g s  and  a t t i t u d e s  w hich  th e  

e l d e s t  d a u g h te r  m ig h t have  w h ile  b e in g  l e f t  i n  c h a rg e .

4 . D is c u s s  t h e  d i s c i p l i n a r y  p r a c t i c e s  b e f o r e  and  a f t e r  

t h e  p a r e n t s  d iv o r c e .

5 .  D is c u s s  some p o s s ib l e  r e a s o n s  f o r  th e  c h i l d r e n  t o  d i s 

obey  t h e  m o th e r  so  f r e q u e n t l y .

6 .  What a r e  s o m e 'n o n -v e rb a l  co m m u n ica tio n s b e in g  t r a n s 

m i t t e d  b e tw e e n  Tony and  h i s  m o th e r?

7 .  What e f f e c t s  c o u ld  a  s m a ll  home have on a  fa m ily ?

What a r e  some p l a u s i b l e  s o lu t io n s ?

8 . D is c u s s  t h e  r o l e s  assum ed  by  th e  d i f f e r e n t  m em bers o f  

t h e  f a m i ly .

D e v e lo p m en ta l H i s t o r v i

Tony was t h e  se co n d  c h i l d  i n  a  f a m ily  o f  tw o b o y s and

tw o g i r l s .  A t t h e  t im e  t h e  f a m i ly  was s e e n ,  t h e  e l d e s t

s i s t e r  was 1 5 • h i s  b r o t h e r  was 11 and  h i s  y o u n g e r  s i s t e r  was 6 , 

Tony was b o m  p r e m a tu re ly  d u r in g  h i s  m o th e r 's  e ig h t h

m onth  o f  p re g n a n c y . The d e l i v e r y  was c o n s id e r e d  n o rm a l
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w ith o u t  c o m p l ic a t io n s  an d  he was p la c e d  i n  an  i n c u b a to r  f o r  

tw e n ty - f iv e  d a y s . Tony w eighed  f o u r  p o u n d s , n in e  o u n ces  a t  

b i r t h ,  and  was r e l e a s e d  from  th e  h o s p i t a l  i n  h i s  p a r e n t s '  

c a re  f o u r  and  a  h a l f  w eeks a f t e r  he was b o m . H is  w e ig h t a t  

t h a t  t im e  was a p p ro x im a te ly  f i v e  and a  h a l f  p o u n d s .

Tony r e q u i r e d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  e x t r a  c a re  a s  an  i n f a n t .  

B ecause  he was b o m  p r e m a tu r e ly  and was q u i t e  s m a ll  when 

b ro u g h t  home, he was o f t e n  h u n g ry  and r e q u i r e d  fo o d  e v e ry  

tw o o r  t h r e e  h o u rs  th e  f i r s t  t h r e e  m on ths o f  h i s  l i f e .

T o n y 's  e a r l y  l i f e  was accom pan ied  by  a  num ber o f  i l l 

n e s s e s .  A t s i x  m on ths o f  age  he was h o s p i t a l i z e d  w ith  a  

d ia g n o s is  o f  m e n i n g i t i s ,  and  was r e l e a s e d  from  th e  h o s p i t a l  

a f t e r  a  one m onth  s t a y  w i th  a  f a v o r a b le  p r o g n o s i s .  He had  

pneum onia b e fo r e  th e  age  o f  t h r e e  and  was t r e a t e d  a t  home.

H is  m o th e r  n o te d  t h a t  he h ad  a lv /ays b e en  m ore s u s c e p t ib l e  

t o  c o ld s  th a n  h ad  th e  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n .

T o n y 's  m o th e r, r e p o r t e d  t h a t  he b eg an  t o  w alk u n a id e d  

a t  n in e t e e n  m o n th s , w h ich  i s  somewhat l a t e r  th a n  a v e ra g e .

He b eg an  t o  sp eak  w ords when he was tw e n ty  f i v e  m onths o ld ,  

b u t  had  t r o u b le  t a l k i n g  u n t i l  he was f i v e  and a  h a l f .  T o n y 's  

m o th e r  a t t r i b u t e d  h i s  sp e e c h  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t o  th e  f a c t  t h a t  

h i s  o ld e r  s i s t e r  d id  much o f  h i s  t a l k i n g  f o r  him and  t h e r e 

f o r e ,  Tony h ad  no  r e a s o n  t o  t a l k  u n t i l  he s t a r t e d  k i n d e r 

g a r t e n .  T o i l e t  t r a i n i n g  was s t a r t e d  a t  a b o u t f i f t e e n  m on ths 

o f  age  and  co m p le te d  a b o u t tw e lv e  m on ths l a t e r .  H ow ever,
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t h e  m o th e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  Tony c o n tin u e d  t o  w et h i s  b ed  o c c a 

s i o n a l l y  u n t i l  he was e i g h t  y e a r s  o ld .

Onen-Ended S ta te m e n ts  f o r  D is c u s s io n

1 . Can th e  h ie r a r c h y  o f  t h i s  f a m ily  have  any  e f f e c t s  on 

T o n y 's  p ro b lem s?

2 . D is c u s s  t h e  e f f e c t s  w hich  may o c c u r  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  a  

p re m a tu re  b i r t h .

3 . What e f f e c t s  c o u ld  T o n y 's  e a r l y  i l l n e s s e s  have  had  on 

him? Are t h e r e  an y  r e a s o n s  t o  b e l i e v e  t h e s e  i l l n i e s s e s  

c o u ld  e f f e c t  h i s  l a t e r  d ev e lo p m en t?

4 . How do T o n y 's  e a r l y  d e v e lo p m e n ta l m i le s to n e s  com pare 

w ith  n o rm al d e v e lo p m e n ta l m i le s to n e s ?  Are t h e r e  any  

s i g n i f i c a n t  a r e a s  w hich  sh o u ld  w a r ra n t  s p e c i a l  

a t t e n t i o n ?  .

S ch o o l H i s t o r v i

Tony e n te r e d  k i n d e r g a r t e n  a t  f i v e  and  a  h a l f  and  th e  

f i r s t  g ra d e  a  y e a r  l a t e r .  A t th e  end o f  h i s  f i r s t  g ra d e  

y e a r  he was r e f e r r e d  t o  th e  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t io n  c la s s ro o m  

b e c a u se  o f  " r e a d in g  d i f f i c u l t y  and  im p a irm e n t i n  comm unica

t i o n  s k i l l s . "  Tony was g iv e n  th e  S ta n f o r d -B in e t  i n t e l l i 

g en ce  s c a l e  and  th e  W ec h sle r  s c a l e  f o r  c h i l d r e n .  On t h e  

b a s i s  o f  h i s  p e rfo rm a n c e  on th e s e  t e s t s ,  h i s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  

f u n c t io n in g  was c o n s id e r e d  t o  be  a t  t h e  m in im a lly  r e t a r d e d  

l e v e l .  B o th  s c o r e s  w ere  l o c a te d  n e a r  70 w ith  a  s i x  p o i n t
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d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw ee n  t h e  tw o t e s t s .  At t h e  s t a r t  o f  h i s  seco n d  

g r a d e ,  he was p la c e d  i n  a  s p e c i a l  c l a s s  and  h a s  re m a in e d  in  

s p e c i a l  c l a s s e s  th r o u g h o u t  h i s  s c h o o l  c a r e e r .

A t s c h o o l ,  Tony was i n  f r e q u e n t  t r o u b l e  w i th  t h e  t e a c h e r  

and  was o f t e n  s e n t  t o  t h e  p r i n c i p a l ' s  o f f i c e  b e c a u s e  o f  d i s 

c i p l i n a r y  p ro b le m s an d  f i g h t i n g .  S h o r t l y  b e f o r e  com ing in  

f o r  r e f e r r a l ,  Tony and  h i s  y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r  w ere b o th  on s u s 

p e n s io n  from  s c h o o l .  The s u s p e n s io n s  o c c u r re d  b e c a u s e  o f  

s i m i l a r  c o m p la in ts  o f  n o t  l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  t e a c h e r ,  t a l k i n g  

b a c k , w a lk in g  o u t o f  t h e  c la s s ro o m , an d  f i g h t i n g  w i th  o t h e r  

b o y s  w h ile  c l a s s  was i n  s e s s i o n .

T o n y 's  t e a c h e r  s e n t  a  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  r e f e r r a l  a g e n c y  

s t a t i n g  t h a t  he was i n  f r e q u e n t  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  c l a s s  b e c a u s e  

he d id  n o t  com ply w ith  th e  t e a c h e r 's  r e q u e s t s  and  w ould  l i e .  

F o r ex am p le , he r e f u s e d  t o  obey  th e  t e a c h e r  when a s k e d  t o  

go b ack  t o  h i s  s e a t  a f t e r  he g o t  up  an d  g ra b b e d  so m e th in g  

t h a t  b e lo n g e d  t o  a n o th e r  c h i l d .  He w ould c o n t in u e  w h a te v e r  

a c t i v i t y  he was en g ag ed  i n  a t  t h e  moment and  w ould  ru n  away 

from  th e  t e a c h e r  when a p p ro a c h e d . The t e a c h e r  a l s o  s t a t e d  

t h a t  he h ad  o f t e n  o b s e rv e d  Tony engaged  i n  u n p ro v o k ed  p h y s i c a l  

and  v e r b a l  a g g r e s s io n  a g a i n s t  one o f  h i s  c la s s m a te s ,  and  t h a t  

l a t e l y  t h i s  p rob lem  h a d  i n c r e a s e d .  R e c e n t ly ,  Tony l i t  m a tc h e s  

i n  t h e  b o y s re s tro o m  a t  s c h o o l  and  a t te m p te d  t o  s t a r t  a  f i r e  

w ith  some p a p e r s .  He b lam ed  t h e  f i r e  on one o f  h i s  c l a s s 

m a te s ,  ho w ev er, i t  was l e a r n e d  t h a t  Tony was g u i l t y  an d  he



68

was su sp en d e d  from  s c h o o l  f o r  t e n  d a y s . W hile  on s u s p e n s io n ,  

he  b ro k e  i n  a  n e i g h b o r 's  a p a r tm e n t  and  s t o l e  t h e  l a d i e s  

change  from  h e r  c o in  p u r s e .  T h e re  was no  c h a rg e s  an d  th e  

p o l i c e  r e l e a s e d  him t o  h i s  m o th e r ’ s  c u s to d y .  T h is  e p is o d e  

h ad  o c c u r re d  s ix  w eeks p r i o r  t o  t h e  r e f e r r a l .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,

Tony had b e e n  su sp en d e d  s e v e r a l  t im e s  f o r  p e r io d s  o f  from  

t h r e e  d ay s t o  tw o w eeks, f o r  t u r n i n g  o v e r  c h a i r s  i n  c l a s s ,  

c lim b in g  o u t th e  window i n  c l a s s ,  f i g h t i n g  w ith  o t h e r  y o u n g s t e r s ,  

a n d  k ic k in g  th e  p r i n c i p a l .

D e s p i te  th e s e  b e h a v io r  p ro b le m s , Tony h ad  b e e n  p r o g r e s 

s in g  som ewhat i n  c l a s s .  He h ad  l e a r n e d  t o  r e a d  a t  t h e  

se c o n d  g ra d e  l e v e l  and  c o u ld  do s im p le  a r i t h m e t i c  p ro b le m s .

He had  l e a r n e d  how t o  s p e l l  some b a s i c  s i g h t  w ords and  was 

d o in g  h i s  name i n  c u r s iv e  w r i t i n g .  H ow ever, t h e  t e a c h e r  r e 

p o r t e d  t h a t  he was h a v in g  c o n t in u e d  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  r e a d in g  

an d  com m un ica tion  s k i l l s  b u t  h is  m a jo r  p ro b lem  was h i s  b e 

h a v io r .

O pen-Ended S ta te m e n ts  f o r  D is c u s s io n

1 . What e f f e c t s  c o u ld  b e in g  p re m a tu re  have  on Tony i n  h i s  

s c h o o l ,  acad em ic  and  e m o tio n a l  p e rfo rm a n c e s  o r  l e v e l s ?

2 . Comment on T o n y 's  t e s t  s c o r e s ?

3 . D is c u s s  th e  l a b e l  an d  c o n n o ta t io n s  o f  " S p e c ia l  E d u c a t io n " .

4 .  How c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  i s  T o n y 's  b e h a v io r  i n  s p e c i a l  edu 

c a t io n  c l a s s e s ?
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5 ,  Comment on h i s  r e c e n t  home and  c la s s ro o m  b e h a v io r .

6 . Comment on T ony’ s  acad em ic  l e v e l .

H y p o th e se s  C o n c e rn in g  Tonv* s Case

1 . T ony’ s  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  and  s o c i a l  d ev e lopm en t was h in d e re d  

due t o  th e  a b se n c e  o f  h i s  f a t h e r .

2 . The ty p e  o f  d i s c i p l i n e  a d m in is te r e d  t o  Tony by  h i s  

f a t h e r  h e lp e d  fo rm u la te d  h i s  a g g r e s s iv e  b e h a v io r  i n  

s c h o o l  and  a t  home.

3t The d iv o rc e  o f  Tony’ s p a r e n t s  added  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  

s t r e s s  on h i s  d e v e lo p m e n ta l s t a g e s .
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The C ase o f  Lvnda

Lynda i s  a  f o u r t e è n  y e a r - o l d  fe m a le  who i s  t h e  
f o u r t h  o f  f i v e  c h i l d r e n  l i v i n g  w ith  h e r  n a t u r a l  
m o th e r  and s t e p f a t h e r .  She h a s  a l l e g e d  s e x u a l  
ab u se  and  p h y s i c a l  c r u e l t y  a g a i n s t  h e r  s t e p f a t h e r  
and two b o y s a t  s c h o o l .  She t e n d s  t o  w ith d raw  
and s t a r e  i n t o  sp a c e  and  h a s  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  m ak ing  
p e e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .

I d e n t i f i c a t i o n :

Lynda i s  a  f o u r t e e n  y e a r  o ld  B lack  fem a le  who was b o m  

on M arch 5 , I 9 6 2 , She was a  n i n t h  g r a d e r  p r i o r  t o  r e f e r r a l .  

H er f a m i l y 's  r e l i g i o u s  p r e f e r e n c e  i s  t h e  M e th o d is t  C hurch  and  

th e y  l i v e  i n  O klahom a. P r i o r  t o  r e f e r r a l ,  Lynda was l i v i n g  

w ith  h e r  m o th e r and  s t e p f a t h e r .

Lynda i s  t h e  f o u r t h  o f  f i v e  c h i l d r e n  a l l  o f  w h ich  w ere 

b o m  t o  L y n d a 's  m o th e r  i n  h e r  f i r s t  m a r r ia g e .  Lynda h a s  tw o 

o ld e r  s i s t e r s  who a r e  s e v e n te e n  and f i f t e e n  and tw o b r o t h e r s  

s i x t e e n  and  tw e lv e .

L y n d a 's  n a t u r a l  p a r e n t s  w ere d iv o rc e d  when sh e  was t h r e e -  

a n d - a - h a l f .  Lynda s t a t e d  t h a t  sh e  d id  n o t  rem em ber h e r  

n a t u r a l  f a t h e r  e x c e p t  when he came homre drunk  and  t h r e a t e n e d  

th e  c h i l d r e n  and  h i s  w if e .  A f t e r  t h e  d iv o r c e ,  t h e  m o th e r  

s t a t e d  t h a t  Lynda d id  n o t  a sk  w here h e r  f a t h e r  h ad  gone o r  

i n  any  way seem t o  n o t i c e  h i s  a b s e n c e .

The m o th e r and  s t e p f a t h e r  w ere m a r r ie d  when Lynda was 

s i x - a n d - a - h a l f . Lynda a l l e g e s  t h a t  h e r  s t e p f a t h e r  m o le s te d  

h e r  s e x u a l ly  from  th e  age  o f  n in e  t o  tw e lv e ,  b u t  t h a t  he q u i t
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a f t e r  sh e  t h r e a te n e d  t o  c a l l  t h e  p o l i c e  and  t e l l  h e r  m o th e r .  

The m o th e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  sh e  was unaw are  o f  an y  su ch  i n c i d e n t s  

e v e r  o c c u r r in g ,

Open-Ended S ta te m e n ts  f o r  D is c u s s io n

1 . What k in d  o f  s t e r e o t y p in g  i s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  l a b e l s  

su c h  a s  B la c k , N a tiv e  A m erican , C h ic a n e s , and  o t h e r  

m in o r i ty  g ro u p s?

2 . D is c u s s  th e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  a  f a m ily  d iv o rc e  t o  a  t h r e e  

y e a r  o ld  i n  te rm s  o f  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  and  s o c i a l  r e s u l t s .

3 . D is c u s s  th e  memory t h a t  Lynda h a s  o f  h e r  f a t h e r  an d

w hat a r e  th e  ra n g e  o f  b e h a v io r s  c a l l e d  t o  m ind b y  t h e

te rm  " t h r e a t e n e d " .

4 . D is c u s s  L y d n a 's  r e a c t i o n  to w a rd  th e  d iv o rc e  o f  h e r  

p a r e n t s .

5 . What e f f e c t s  c o u ld  t a k e  p la c e  on Lynda w i th  an  a b se n c e

o f  a  f a t h e r  f i g u r e  b e tw een  th e  age  o f  t h r e e - a n d - a - h a l f

t o  s i x - a n d - a - h a l f ?

6 . VIhat i s  im p lie d  by  " s e x u a l ly  m o le s te d " ?

7 . What p o s s ib l e  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  m ig h t Lynda have  to w a rd s  

men a t  t h i s  tim e ?

Reason f o r  R e f e r r a l :

The f a m ily  b eg an  t o  have  d i f f i c u l t y  c o p in g  w i th  Lynda* s 

b e h a v io r  i n  Decem ber 1974 . B e fo re  t h a t  t im e ,  h e r  m o th e r  r e 

p o r t s  no  p a r t i c u l a r  p ro b lem s w ith  L ynda, and  d e s c r ib e s  h e r
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a s  a lw a y s  h a v in g  b e e n  a  " l o n e r . ” From Decem ber t o  t h e  t im e  

o f  h e r  r e f e r r a l  i n  S e p tem b er  1975» L ynda*s b e h a v i o r  became 

p r o g r e s s i v e l y  m ore u n m an ag eab le  i n  t h e  f a m i l y .  H er  t e a c h e r *  s  

r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a t  s c h o o l  sh e  made s e x u a l  a d v a n c e s  to w a rd s  t h e  

boys i n  c l a s s  an d  was c a u g h t  h a v in g  s e x u a l  i n t e r c o u r s e  i n  

t h e  cloa]croom a t  s c h o o l  on two d i f f e r e n t  o c c a s s i o n s .  The 

m o th e r  a l s o  n o t e d  t h a t  Lynda was m ak ing  s e x u a l  a d v a n c e s  t o 

w ards h e r  b r o t h e r s ,  an d  a l s o  to w a rd s  h e r  s t e p f a t h e r .  She 

a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  Lynda w ould  j u s t  s i t  and  s t a r e  i n t o  s p a c e  

and c o m p le t e ly  i g n o r e  e v e r y t h i n g  and  e v e ry o n e  a ro u n d  h e r .

At o t h e r  t i m e s ,  h e r  m o th e r  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  L ynda*s m ovem ents 

were " e x t r e m e ly  s lo w  and  t h a t  i t  t o o k  h e r  f o r e v e r  t o  g e t  

e o m e th in g ,  l i k e  h e r  c h o r e s ,  a c c o m p l i s h e d " .

Lynda h a s  f i l e d  f i v e  l e g a l  c o m p la in t s  a g a i n s t  h e r  p a r e n t s ,  

t h e  s c h o o l  an d  two b o y s  who a t t e n d e d  h e r  s c h o o l .  I n  a l l  f i v e  

c a s e s ,  sh e  a l l e g e d  t h a t  h e r  p a r e n t s ,  t h e  s c h o o l  and  tw o b o y s  

were " e x t r e m e ly  c r u e l ,  s l a p p e d  h e r  a n d  b e a t  h e r  u p ,  and  

t h a t  h e r  s t e p f a t h e r  and  t h e  two b o y s  a t  s c h o o l  s e x u a l l y  

m o le s t e d  h e r . "  At t h e  t im e  o f  t h e s e  c o m p l a i n t s ,  Lynda was 

b e in g  s e e n  b y  a  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t .  A f t e r  t h e  f i f t h  l e g a l  

c o m p la in t ,  t h e  s c h o o l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  an d  s c h o o l  p r i n c i p a l  

s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  Lynda be  r e f e r r e d  f o r  a  d i a g n o s t i c  e v a l u a t i o n  

a t  t h e  r e g i o n a l  g u id a n c e  c e n t e r .
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Open-Ended S ta te m e n t s  f o r  D i s c u s s io n

1 .  What i m p l i c a t i o n s  a r e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  t h e  t e r m s  " l o n e r "  

and  "u n m an a g ea b le "?

2 .  D i s c u s s  L y n d a 's  s e x u a l  b e h a v i o r  a t  s c h o o l .

3 . D i s c u s s  t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  L y n d a 's  b e h a v i o r  t o  t h i s  p o i n t .

4 .  D i s c u s s  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  L y n d a 's  f i v e  l e g a l  

c o m p la in t s .

F a m ilv  H i s t o r y :

L y n d a 's  m o th e r  i s  a  f o r t y - n i n e  y e a r  o ld  b l a c k  fem a le  

who was r e p o r t e d  by  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e r  a s  b e in g  v e r y  n e rv o u s  

d u r in g  t h e  i n t e r v i e w .  I t  was a l s o  n o te d  t h a t  sh e  d id  n o t  

c o o p e r a t e  v e r y  w e l l  i n  g i v i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  and  i t  a p p e a re d  

she  was t r y i n g  t o  h id e  t h e  f a c t s  o r  deny t h e  p r o b le m s .  The 

m o th e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  sh e  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  L y n d a 's  p ro b le m s  "w ere  

a s  g r e a t  a s  e v e ry o n e  made them o u t  t o  b e " . She a l s o  f e l t  

t h a t  t h e  b e s t  s o l u t i o n  i s  t o  se n d  Lynda t o  a  g i r l s  r a n c h  o r  

a  f o s t e r  f a m i ly .  She was v e r y  a m b iv a le n t  a b o u t  h e r  d e c i s i o n  

r e g a r d i n g  L y n d a 's  d i s p o s i t i o n .  The m o th e r  l a t e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  

h e r  h u sb a n d  w an ted  t o  g i v e  Lynda one more c h an c e  a t  home.

L y n d a 's  s t e p f a t h e r  i s  a  t h i r t y - n i n e  y e a r  o ld  w h i te  m ale  

who d id  n o t  have much i n s i g h t  a b o u t  L y n d a 's  p ro b le m s  a t  home 

o r  a t  s c h o o l .  He d e n ie d  an y  k i n d  o f  s e x u a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th  

Lynda b u t  i n  a n o t h e r  i n t e r v i e w  he g av e  i n f o r m a t i o n  w hich  

i m p l i e d  some s e x u a l  a c t i v i t i e s  w i th  Lynda an d  t h e  o l d e s t  

d a u g h te r .
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The o l d e s t  g i r l  i s  c u r r e n t l y  m a r r i e d  and  i s  e x p e c t i n g  

a  c h i l d  i n  J u l y .  The m o th e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  e l d e s t  d a u g h te r  

made s i m i l a r  c o m p la in t s  a b o u t  t h e  s t e p f a t h e r  and  t h e  c r u e l t y  

i n  t h e  home. L y n d a 's  s i s t e r  d ro p p ed  o u t  o f  h ig h  s c h o o l  t o  

g e t  m a r r i e d  b u t  sh e  p l a n s  on f i n i s h i n g  s c h o o l  a f t e r  t h e  b ab y  

i s  b o m .

L y n d a 's  two b r o t h e r s  have  a  p a p e r  r o u t e  and  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  

s t i l l  i n  s c h o o l .  H er o l d e r  b r o t h e r  h a s  b e e n  i n  t r o u b l e  one 

t im e  w i th  t h e  p o l i c e  f o r  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  c o c a in e  an d  m a r i j u a n a  

when he was f o u r t e e n - a n d - a - h a l f  and  s i n c e  t h e n  he h a s  b e en  

i n  no  s i g n i f i c a n t  t r o u b l e .  The two b o y s  an d  L y n d a 's  f i f t e e n  

y e a r  o ld  s i s t e r  a r e  l i v i n g  a t  home w i th  t h e i r  p a r e n t s .  The 

f i f t e e n  y e a r  o ld  s i s t e r  h a s  had  no d i f f i c u l t i e s  a t  home o r  

s c h o o l .  She makes above a v e r a g e  g r a d e s  and  i s  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  

b a n d .

Open-Ended S ta te m e n t s  f o r  D i s c u s s io n

1 .  G iv en  t h e  m o t h e r ' s  a t t i t u d e s  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  w hat i m p l i 

c a t i o n s  o r  a s s u m p t io n s  m ig h t  be  made?

2 . What c o n c l u s i o n s  m ig h t  be  drawn from  t h e  f a t h e r ' s  

i n t e r v i e w ?

3 , D is c u s s  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  L y n d a 's  s i b l i n g s  a s  

r e l a t e d  i n  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  i n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  dynam ics 

o f  t h e  home s i t u a t i o n .

4 ,  What i n f o r m a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  g iv e n  t o  t h i s  p o i n t  t h a t  m akes 

Lynda t h e  f o c u s  o f  a t t e n t i o n ?
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D e v e lo p m en ta l  H i s t o r y »

Lynda h a s  a lw a y s  b e e n  h e a l t h y  and  had  o n ly  t h e  " t y p i c a l  

c h i ld h o o d  d i s e a s e s "  a c c o r d in g  t o  h e r  m o th e r .  She c i t e d  

L y nda’ s  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  m i l e s t o n e s  a s  f o l lo w s i  s a t  a lo n e  -  

f i v e  m on ths ;  c ra w le d  -  f i v e - a n d - a - h a l f  m o n th s ;  s t o o d  a lo n e  -  

s e v e n - a n d - a - h a l f  m o n th s ;  w a lk ed  a lo n e  -  n i n e  m o n th s ;  t o i l e t  

t r a i n i n g  was c o m p le te d  by  day  a t  two and  b y  n i g h t  a t  age  

t h r e e .  She s t a t e d  t h a t  "Lynda was a lw ay s  a  v e r y  q u i e t  and 

l o n e r  ty p e  o f  p e r s o n . "  Lynda s t a t e d  t h a t  sh e  h a s  a lw ay s  b e en  

s lo w  and  t h a t  s h e ’ s  b e e n  s t a r i n g ,  o f f  i n t o  s p a c e  e v e r  s i n c e  

sh e  can  rem ember. H er  m o th e r  s a i d  t h a t  L yn da’ s  s lo w n e ss  o f  

movement and s t a r i n g  s p e l l s  i n c r e a s e d  a b o u t  t h e  t im e  t h a t  

t h e  o l d e s t  g i r l  g o t  m a r r i e d .

At t h e  age o f  t h r e e ,  L yn da’ s  n a t u r a l  f a t h e r  l e f t  t h e  

ho u se  and  d id  n o t  come home e x c e p t  when he was d ru n k .  T h ese  

p e r i o d i c  v i s i t s  o c c u r r e d  a b o u t  once a  m onth  u n t i l  Lynda was 

t h r e e - a n d - a - h a l f  an d  h e r  p a r e n t s  r e c e i v e d  t h e  d i v o r c e .  Lynda 

was n o t  a  p rob lem  a t  s c h o o l  b u t  a c c o r d in g  t o  h e r  m o th e r ,  sh e  

a lw a y s  was a  " l o n e r "  w i th  d i f f i c u l t y  t o  f i n d  a  f r i e n d ,  b u t  

h e r  academ ic  p e r fo rm a n c e  h ad  a lw a y s  b e e n  a v e r a g e  o r  a b o v e .  

A p p a r e n t ly  a t  age  t h r e e - a n d - a - h a l f  she  was m o le s t e d  b y  h e r  

n a t u r a l  f a t h e r .  When sh e  was s i x - a n d - a - h a l f  y e a r s  o ld  h e r  

m o th e r  r e m a r r i e d  h e r  p r e s e n t  hu sb an d  who Lynda h a s  a c c u s e d  o f  

h a v in g  m o le s te d  h e r  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s .  However, t h e  m o th e r  

d e n ie d  any  know ledge  o f  s e x u a l  a c t i v i t i e s  b e tw ee n  any  o f  t h e  

c h i l d r e n  and  t h e i r  s t e p f a t h e r .



76

L y n d a 's  p ro b lem s  w i th  h e r  f a m i ly  became w orse  when h e r  

o l d e r  s i s t e r  m a r r i e d  an d  l e f t  t h e  home. Lynda b e g an  h a v in g  

s i g n i f i c a n t  s e x u a l  p ro b le m s  a t  s c h o o l  and  a t  home and  was 

a l s o  in v o lv e d  i n  some d ru g s  (m a in ly  m a r i j u a n a ) .  She t h r e a t e n e d  

t o  r u n  away s e v e r a l  t im e s  an d  f i n a l l y  d id  a b o u t  a  y e a r - a n d -  

a - h a l f  ag o .  She r a n  t o  D a l l a s  where she  was h e ld  i n  t h e  

j u v e n i l e  s h e l t e r  u n t i l  h e r  p a r e n t s  came an d  g o t  h e r .  She 

b lam ed h e r  p a r e n t s  f o r  a l l  o f  h e r  t r o u b l e s  and  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  

h e r  s t e p f a t h e r  i s  t h e  one who n e e d s  t h e  h e l p .

I n  t h e  i n t e r v i e w ,  i t  was n o t e d  t h a t  sh e  was o r i e n t e d  t o  

h e r  t im e  and  l o c a t i o n  an d  h e r  t h o u g h t  p r o c e s s e s  were womewhat 

d i s t o r t e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  r e g a r d  w i th  s e x .  H er memory was 

good and no  e v id e n c e  o f  o r g a n i c i t y  was n o t i c e d .  When sh e  

becom es d e p r e s s e d  o r  f r u s t r a t e d  she  h a s  d i f f i c u l t y  c o n t r o l l i n g  

h e r  im p u l s e s .  She w i l l  scream  o r  th ro w  an  o b j e c t  and  t h e n  go 

s i t  down and  s t a r e  i n t o  s p a c e .  She was a d m i n i s t r a t e r e d  t h e  

B ene t I n t e l l i g e n c e  s c a l e  w hich  y i e l d e d  and  IQ s c o r e  o f  120 .

She d id  q u i t e  w e l l  i n  A r i t h m e t i c  and  S p e l l i n g  and  a v e r a g e  

o r  b e t t e r  on t h e  r e m a in in g  i t e m s .

Open-Ended S ta te m e n t s  f o r  D i s c u s s io n

1 . D is c u s s  L y n d a 's  e a r l y  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  m i l e s t o n e s .

2 .  What p o s s i b l e  i n f l u e n c e s  d id  t h e  o l d e s t  s i s t e r ' s  m a r r i a g e  

have on Lynda?

3» D is c u s s  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  " h e r  d i s t o r t e d  th o u g h t  p r o c e s s e s "  

and w hat does t h i s  im p ly?
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4, D is c u s s  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  h e r  im p u lse  c o n t r o l .

5 .  D i s c u s s  h e r  t e s t  r e s u l t s .

H y p o th e se s  C o n c e rn in g  L y n d a ’ s  Case

1 .  L y n d a ’ s  rem em brance o f  h e r  n a t u r a l  f a t h e r  coming home 

drunk  and  t h r e a t e n i n g  t h e  members o f  t h e  f a m i ly  e f f e c t e d  

h e r  v iew  o f  men and  h e r  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  d e v e lo p m e n t .

2 . T hs s i b l i n g  h i e r a r c h y  e f f e c t e d  L y n d a 's  s o c i a l  and  

p s y c h o l o g i c a l  d e v e lo p m e n t .

3 . The d i v o r c e  o f  L y n d a 's  p a r e n t s  when sh e  was j u s t  t h r e e -  

a n d - a - h a l f  y e a r s  o ld  was a n  im p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  i n  h e r  

p s y c h o l o g i c a l  d e v e lo p m e n t .



CHAPTER V

SUMMARY. DISCUSSION. AND RECOMMENDATIONS

SUMMARY

T h is  s tu d y  was u n d e r t a k e n  t o  f o r m u la te  and  d r a f t  c a s e  

s t u d i e s  w h ich  i n c l u d e  b a c k g ro u n d  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  e n v i r o n m e n ta l  

e x p e r i e n c e s ,  and  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s , o f  c h i l d r e n  and  a d o l e s c e n t s  

w i th  e m o t io n a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  d e v e lo p  h y p o th e s e s  

w hich  m ig h t  u l t i m a t e l y  be s u b m i t t e d  t o  f u r t h e r  r e s e a r c h  

s t u d i e s .  O pen-ended  s t a t e m e n t s  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  w i l l  a l s o  

be c o n s t r u c t e d  f o r  t h e  b e h a v i o r a l  s c i e n c e  s t u d e n t  t o  b e n e f i t  

him i n  h i s  t r a i n i n g  p r o c e s s .

T h e re  w ere tw o m a jo r  i n t e n t i o n s  f o r  d e v e lo p in g  t h e s e  

c a s e  s t u d i e s .  The f i r s t  one b e in g  t h a t  h y p o th e s e s  were 

g e n e r a t e d  from  t h e  c a s e  s t u d i e s  and  c o n jo in e d  w i t h  p s y 

c h o l o g i c a l  t h e o r i e s  t o  a f f o r d  t h e  s t u d e n t  an  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  

g a in  know ledge an d  i n s i g h t  i n t o  a  p e r s o n ' s  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  

d e v e lo p m e n t .

By u se  o f  o p e n -e n d e d  s t a t e m e n t s  an d  q u e s t i o n s  t h e  

s t u d e n t  w i l l  r e c e i v e  p r a c t i c e  i n  m e n t a l l y  a d o p t i n g  v a r i o u s  

e le m e n ts  w hich  a r e  p e r t i n e n t  t o  d i a g n o s i s ,  t r e a t m e n t  and  

r e m e d i a t i o n .  The c a s e s  i n  t h i s  s tu d y  re s e m b le  a c t u a l  c a s e s
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b a s e d  on t h e  a u t h o r ’s e d u c a t i o n a l  d i s c i p l i n e  and  c l i n i c a l  

e x p e r i e n c e s  i n  w o rk in g  w i t h  e m o t i o n a l ly  d i s t u r b e d  c h i l d r e n  

and  a d o l e s c e n t s .  I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  f i v e  

c a s e  s t u d i e s  p r e s e n t e d  do n o t  i n t e n d  t o  c o v e r  a l l  o f  t h e  

e m o t io n a l  d i s o r d e r s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h i s  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  t im e  

p e r i o d .

E v e ry  e f f o r t  was made i n  o r d e r  t o  s e c u r e  and  p r o t e c t  

t h e  l e g a l  r i g h t s  o f  th o s e  p e r s o n s  i n v o lv e d .  A l l  i n f o r m a t i o n  

w h ich  m ig h t  d i s c l o s e  t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  t h e  p e r s o n  was r e 

p l a c e d  w i t h  pseudonym s.

A s h o r t  s y n o p s i s  was p la c e d ,  a t  t h e  b e g in n i n g  o f  e a c h  

c a s e  s t u d y .  I n f o r m a t io n  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h i s  b r i e f  p a ra g ra p h  

i n c l u d e d  t h e  p e r s o n ’s name, a g e ,  s e x ,  l o c a t i o n  i n  t h e  f a m i ly  

h i e r a r c h y  an d  some r e p o r t  c o n c e r n in g  h i s  p r e s e n t  s t a t u s .

E ach  o f  t h e  f i v e  c a s e  s t u d i e s  i n c l u d e d  I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  

o f  t h e  c h i l d .  R eason  f o r  R e f e r r a l ,  F a m ily  H i s t o r y  and 

D e v e lo p m e n ta l  H i s t o r y .  A t t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  e a c h  s e c t i o n  

i n  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  c a s e s  t h e r e  a p p e a r e d  a  number o f  o pen - 

ended  s t a t e m e n t s  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  w h ich  o f f e r e d  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  

t h e  s t u d e n t  t o  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  l i f e s t y l e  an d  b e h a v io r  

o f  t h e  p e r s o n s  d e p i c t e d  i n  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  c a s e s .  A t t h e  end 

o f  e a c h  c a s e  t h e r e  a r e  h y p o th e s e s  w h ich  w ere d e v e lo p e d  from  

t h e  f a c t o r s  p e r t i n e n t  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  c a s e  c o n jo in e d  

w i th  r e l e v a n t  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  t h e o r i e s .

DISCUSSION

The h y p o th e s e s  w hich  w ere f o r m u la te d  and  d r a f t e d  from
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t h e  c a se  s t u d i e s  w ere  com bined t o  d e te r m in e  i f  s i m i l a r i t i e s  

o r  g e n e r a l i t i e s  e x i s t e d  among t h e  f i v e  c a s e s .  By l o o k i n g  a t  

t h e  d i f f e r e n t  h y p o th e s e s  i t  was p o s s i b l e  t o  c o n jo i n  them 

w i th  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  t h e o r i e s  and s t u d i e s  

d e l i n e a t e d  i n  t h e  Review  o f  L i t e r a t u r e .

I n  L y n d a ' s , T o n y 's ,  and  R o s i e ' s  c a s e s  a  g e n e r a l  hypo

t h e s i s  was e v id e n t  w h ic h  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  p h y s i c a l  a b u s e ,  

a g g r e s s i v e  p u n ish m e n t ,  and  v i o l e n t  t h r e a t s  e f f e c t e d  t h e  

p s y c h o l o g i c a l  and  s o c i a l  d ev e lo p m en t  o f  t h e s e  s u b j e c t s .

S e a r s ,  Maccoby and  L e v in  (1 9 5 ? )  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  p a r e n t s  w i th  

t h e  l e a s t  a g g r e s s i v e  c h i l d r e n  w ere  t h o s e  who would n o t  

a c c e p t  o r  t o l e r a t e  a g g r e s s i v e  a c t i o n s  and  would n o t  i n 

c o r p o r a t e  a g g r e s s i v e  t e c h n i q u e s  i n  s t o p p i n g  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  i f  

t h e y  w ere in v o lv e d  i n  a g g r e s s i v e  a c t s .  S e a r s ,  e t  a l  a l s o  

s t a t e d  t h a t  p a r e n t s  who em ployed p u n i t i v e  m ethods o f  

d i s c i p l i n e  w ould  have  c h i l d r e n  who m a n i f e s t e d  l i t t l e  

a g g r e s s i o n  to w a rd s  h i s  p a r e n t s ,  b u t  w ould  be  h i g h l y  

a g g r e s s iv e  to w a rd  p e e r s  and  o t h e r  a d u l t s  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  

home e n v iro n m e n t .  T h is  was e x h i b i t e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  

T o n y 's  c a s e  i n  w h ich  he was a g g r e s s i v e  w i t h  h i s  p e e r s  i n  

t h e  n e ig h b o rh o o d  an d  a l s o  w i t h  h i s  t e a c h e r s  a t  s c h o o l ,

L i e b e r t  (1972) p o s t u l a t e d  t h a t  t h e  c h i l d ' s  p e e r s  o r  

p a r e n t s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  num erous t e l e v i s i o n  a n d  movie c h a r a c t e r s  

s e r v e d  a s  a g g r e s s i v e  m o d e ls ,  L i e b e r t  c o n t in u e d  b y  p o i n t i n g  

o u t  t h a t  a g g r e s s i v e  p e e r s ,  a d u l t s ,  and  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  t e l e 

v i s i o n  c a n  r a p i d l y  i n c r e a s e  t h e  amount o f  p l a y  a g g r e s s i o n  

t h a t  c h i l d r e n  m a n i f e s t .  The p a r e n t s  o f  R o s ie ,  L ynda, and
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Mike all served as aggressive models for them and it should 
not be surprising to discover that these subjects, in turn, 
were aggressive and violent. Social control of aggression 
was best accomplished by strengthening other, more ap-. 
propriate responses than by incorporating punishment to 
terminate unfavorable responses (Sears, Maccoby, and 
Levin, 19 57)•

A n o th e r  g e n e r a l  h y p o t h e s i s  w h ich  was f o r m u la t e d  from  

t h e  com bined h y p o th e s e s  a c r o s s  a l l  f i v e  c a s e s  i s  one 

c o n c e rn e d  w i t h  t h e  p a r e n t ,  Lynda an d  T o n y 's  p a r e n t s  b o t h  

r e c e i v e d  d i v o r c e s  and  R o s i e ' s  m o th e r  d e s e r t e d  t h e  f a m i l y  and 

l a t e r  r e c e i v e d  a  d i v o r c e .  The s u i c i d e  o f  J o a n ' s  m o th e r  and 

t h e  f r e q u e n t  a b s e n c e  o f  M ik e 's  f a t h e r ,  due t o  h i s  jo b ,  a l s o  

l e f t  t h e s e  two s u b j e c t s  w i th o u t  one o f  t h e i r  p a r e n t s .  

A u t h o r i t i e s  a g r e e  t h a t  a  c h i l d  n e e d s  a d e q u a te  and  s u i t a b l e  

p a r e n t s  i n  o r d e r  t o  m a s te r  t h e  many a rd u o u s  t a s k s  o f  t h e  

d i f f e r e n t  d e v e lo p m e n ta l  s t a g e s ,  E r ik s o n  ( I 9 6 3 ) p o i n t e d  o u t  

t h a t  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  c o m p le t io n  o f  c h a l l e n g e s  a t  e a c h  s t a g e  o f  

d ev e lo p m en t w i l l  b u i l d  p a r t i c u l a r  s t r e n g t h s  i n  a  c h i l d ' s  

p e r s o n a l i t y  p r o v i d i n g  t h a t  t h e  c h i l d  r e c e i v e d  a d e q u a te  

t r u s t ,  au tonom y and  i n i t i a t i v e  th r o u g h  t h e  h e lp  o f  h i s  

p a r e n t s .  I f  t h e s e  s t a g e s  a r e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  an d  s u f f i c i e n t l y  

c o m p le te d ,  t h e  c h i l d  w i l l  f e e l  c o n f i d e n t  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  

h i s  e n v iro n m e n t ,  make c h o ic e s  and  c r e a t e  h i s  own s e n s e  o f  

o r d e r  w i th o u t  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  a n  a d u l t .  However, F o s t e r

( 1 9 6 6 ) f e e l s  t h a t  a  c h i l d  c o u ld  become t o o  in d e p e n d e n t  t o o  

so o n  and  t h u s  f a i l  t o  t a k e  f u l l  a d v a n ta g e  o f  a d u l t s  a s  r o l e



82

m od els  and  l e a r n i n g  r e s o u r c e s .  I t  i s  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  

c h i l d r e n  a n d  a d o l e s c e n t s  d r a s t i c a l l y  r e q u i r e  p a r e n t s  who a r e  

l o v i n g  an d  a c c e p t i n g  an d  a l s o  w i l l i n g  t o  s e t  g u i d e l i n e s  an d  

l i m i t s  f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .

A more s p e c i f i c  h y p o t h e s i s  was f o r m u la te d  fro m  two o f  

t h e  c a s e s  c o n c e rn e d  w i t h  t h e  t r a n s i e n t  l i f e  s t y l e  o f  t h e  

c h i l d  and  h i s  f a m i l y ,  J o a n  a n d  Mike b o t h  t r a v e l e d  an d  

r e l o c a t e d  s e v e r a l  t i m e s ,  w h ich  made i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  them  

t o  e s t a b l i s h  p e e r  r e l a t i o n s  a n d  t o  d e v e lo p  a  s e n s e  o f  

b e l o n g i n g .  C o n s e q u e n t ly ,  s u c h  a  l i f e  s t y l e  c o u ld  a d d  t o  

d e v e lo p m e n ta l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i t  c o u ld  r e s u l t  

i n  e m o t io n a l  p ro b le m s .

Some s t u d i e s  have  shown t h a t  a  c h i l d ' s  d e v e lo p m e n t  

c a n  be e f f e c t e d  b y  h i s  p a r e n t ' s  f e e l i n g s  and  a t t i t u d e s ,

H arlow  (1959» 1971) p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  p e o p le  who 

a f f e c t e d  a  c h i l d ' s  p e r s o n a l i t y  a  g r e a t  d e a l  w ere  o b v i o u s l y  

h i s  p a r e n t s .  Not o n ly  i s  t h e  i n f a n t  d e p e n d e n t  upon  h i s  

p a r e n t s  t o  s a t i s f y  h i s  b i o l o g i c a l  n e ed s  o f  fo o d  a n d  p r o 

t e c t i o n ,  b u t  H arlow  a l s o  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  t o u c h ,  c u d d l i n g  and  

c o m fo r t  w ere  a t  l e a s t  a s  i m p o r t a n t ,  i f  n o t  more s o ,  t h a n  i n  

t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  p e r s o n a l  a t t a c h m e n t s .  S p i t z  (1 9 ^ 5 )  

d e s c r i b e d  t h e  o n s e t  o f  d e p r e s s i o n  i n  i n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  r e a r e d  

i n f a n t s .  She p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  who c r y  f o r  

n u r t u r a n c e  and  c o n t a c t  a n d  who do n o t  r e c e i v e  g e n u in e  o r  

a d e q u a te  am ounts  o f  i t  w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  become p a s s i v e  

a n d  w i th d ra w n .  T h u s , i n  J o a n ' s  c a s e  i t  was n o t e d  t h a t  h e r  

m o th e r  d i d  n o t  w an t h e r .  As s o o n  a s  J o a n  and  m o th e r  r e t u r n e d
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home f ro m  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  t h e  m o th e r  o b t a i n e d  a  jo b  an d  em ploy

ed a  n u r s e m a id  t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  J o a n .  When a  c h i l d  e x p e r i 

e n c e s  s u c h  f e e l i n g s  o f  u n w a n te d n e s s ,  i t  c an  g r e a t l y  e f f e c t  

h i s  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  and  p h y s i c a l  d e v e lo p m e n t .

A p p a r e n t l y ,  t h e  u se  o f  t h e s e  h y p o th e s e s  c o u ld  h e lp  

s t u d e n t s  and  t r a i n e e s  i n  g a i n i n g  know ledge  and  g r e a t e r  i n 

s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  e n v iro n m e n t  w h ich  mold and  

f o r m u la te  o n e ' s  s o c i a l  and  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  d e v e lo p m e n t .  By 

c o n j o i n i n g  t h e  h y p o th e s e s  w i t h  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  t h e o r i e s  t h e  

s t u d e n t  i s  a f f o r d e d  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  g a i n  p r a c t i c e  i n  

m e n t a l l y  m a n i p u l a t i n g  v a r i o u s  f a c t o r s  w h ich  a r e  p e r t i n e n t  

and  n e c e s s a r y  t o  d i a g n o s i s ,  r e m e d i a t i o n  and t r e a t m e n t .

Recom m endations

1 , D ev e lo p  a  s t u d y  i n  w h ich  a  d i a g n o s i s ,  r e m e d i a t i o n  and  

a  t r e a t m e n t  p l a n  c o u ld  be  s u g g e s t e d  f o r  e a c h  c a s e  

s t u d y .

2 , D e te rm in e  i f  t h e r e  a r e  r e m e d i a t i o n  o r  t r e a t m e n t  t e c h 

n iq u e s  w h ich  c o u ld  b e n e f i t  t h e  s u b j e c t .  A l s o ,  a s c e r 

t a i n  a n  a p p ro x im a te  t im e  p e r i o d  f o r  t h e r a p y .

3 t D i s c o v e r  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  i t  w ould  b e  b e n e f i c i a l  f o r  t h e

p a r e n t s  o f  t h e s e  s u b j e c t s  t o  be  in v o lv e d  i n  t h e r a p y  

s e s s i o n s .
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AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION 

ETHICAL STANDARDS OF PSYCHOLOGISTS

P r i n c i p l e  3.6 

R e s e a r c h  P r e c a u t i o n s .

The p s y c h o l o g i s t  a s s u m e d .o b l i g a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  w e l f a r e  

o f  h i s  r e s e a r c h  s u b j e c t s ,  b o th  a n im a l  and  human.

The d e c i s i o n  t o  u n d e r t a k e  r e s e a r c h  sh o u ld  r e s t  upon 

a  c o n s i d e r e d  judgm en t by  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  p s y c h o l o g i s t  a b o u t  

how b e s t  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  s c i e n c e  and  t o  human 

w e l f a r e .  The r e s p o n s i b l e  p s y c h o l o g i s t  w e ig h t  be i n v e s t e d .  

H aving  made t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  c o n d u c t  r e s e a r c h ,  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  

m ust  c a r r y  o u t  t h e i r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  w i th  r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  

p e o p le  who p a r t i c i p a t e  and  w i th  c o n c e rn  f o r  t h e i r  d i g n i t y  and  

w e l f a r e .  The P r i n c i p l e s  t h a t  f o l lo w  make e x p l i c i t  t h e  i n 

v e s t i g a t o r ' s  e t h i c a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  to w a rd  p a r t i c i p a n t s  

o v e r  t h e  c o u rs e  o f  r e s e a r c h ,  from t h e  i n i t i a l  d e c i s i o n  t o  

p u r s u e  a  s tu d y  t o  t h e  s t e p s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  co n 

f i d e n t i a l i t y  o f  r e s e a r c h  d a t a .  T hese  P r i n c i p l e s  s h o u ld  be  

i n t e r p r e t e d  i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e  c o n t e x t s  p r o v id e d  i n  t h e  c o m p le te  

docum ent o f f e r e d  a s  a  su p p le m e n t  t o  t h e s e  P r i n c i p l e s .  •

88 -
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a .  I n  p l a n n i n g  a  s t u d y  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r  h a s  t h e  

p e r s o n a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  make a  c a r e f u l  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  i t s  

e t h i c a l  a c c e p t a b i l i t y ,  t a k i n g  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e s e  P r i n c i p l e s  

f o r  r e s e a r c h  w i th  human b e i n g s .  To t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h i s  

a p p r a i s a l ,  w e ig h in g  s c i e n t i f i c  and  humane v a l u e s ,  s u g g e s t s  a  

d e v i a t i o n  from a n y  P r i n c i p l e ,  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r  i n c u r s  a n  

i n c r e a s i n g l y  s e r i o u s  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  se e k  e t h i c a l  a d v i c e  and

t o  o b s e rv e  more s t r i n g e n t  s a f e g u a r d s  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  

t h e  human r e s e a r c h  p a r t i c i p a n t s .

b .  R e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  and  m a in 

t e n a n c e  o f  a c c e p t a b l e  e t h i c a l  p r a c t i c e  i n  r e s e a r c h  a lw a y s  

re m a in s  w i th  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  i n v e s t i g a t o r .  The i n v e s t i g a t o r  

i s  a l s o  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  e t h i c a l  t r e a t m e n t  o f  r e s e a r c h  

p a r t i c i p a n t s  by c o l l a b o r a t o r s ,  a s s i s t a n t s ,  s t u d e n t s ,  and  

e m p lo y ee s ,  a l l  o f  whom, how ever ,  i n c u r  p a r a l l e l  o b l i g a t i o n s .

c .  E t h i c a l  p r a c t i c e  r e q u i r e s  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r  t o  

in fo rm  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t  o f  a l l  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  r e s e a r c h  t h a t  

r e a s o n a b l y  m ig h t  be e x p e c te d  t o  i n f l u e n c e  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  

p a r t i c i p a t e ,  and t o  e x p l a i n  a l l  o t h e r  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  r e s e a r c h  

a b o u t  w hich  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t  i n q u i r e s .  F a i l u r e  t o  make f u l l  

d i s c l o s u r e  g i v e s  a d d ed  e m p h a s is  t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r ' s  a b i d i n g  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  w e l f a r e  and  d i g n i t y  o f  t h e  

r e s e a r c h  p a r t i c i p a n t ,

d .  O penness and  h o n e s t y  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s

o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e tw e e n  i n v e s t i g a t o r  a n d  r e s e a r c h  p a r t i c i p a n t .



90

When t h e  m e t h o d o l o g ic a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  a  s t u d y  n e c e s s i t a t e  

c o n c e a lm e n t  o r  d e c e p t i o n ,  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r  i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  

e n s u r e  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t ' s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  

t h i s  a c t i o n  and t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

w i t h  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r .

e .  E t h i c a l  r e s e a r c h  p r a c t i c e  r e q u i r e s  t h e  i n v e s t i 

g a t o r  t o  r e s p e c t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  f reedom  t o  d e c l i n e  t o  p a r t i 

c i p a t e  i n  r e s e a r c h  o r  t o  d i s c o n t i n u e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a t  a n y  

t im e .  The o b l i g a t i o n  t o  p r o t e c t  t h i s  f reed o m  r e q u i r e s  s p e c i a l  

v i g i l a n c e  when t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r  i s  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  o f  pow er o v e r  

t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t .  The d e c i s i o n  t o  l i m i t  t h i s  f ree d o m  g i v e s  

ad d ed  e m p h a s is  t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r ' s  a b i d i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y

t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t ' s  d i g n i t y  an d  w e l f a r e .

f .  E t h i c a l l y  a c c e p t a b l e  r e s e a r c h  b e g i n s  w i t h  t h e  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  c l e a r  a n d  f a i r  a g re e m e n t  b e tw e e n  t h e  

i n v e s t i g a t o r  and  t h e  r e s e a r c h  p a r t i c i p a n t  t h a t  c l a r i f i e s  t h e  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  e a c h .  The i n v e s t i g a t o r  h a s  t h e  o b l i g a 

t i o n  t o  h o n o r  a l l  p r o m is e s  and  com m itm ents i n c l u d e d  i n  t h a t  

a g r e e m e n ts .

g .  The e t h i c a l  i n v e s t i g a t o r  p r o t e c t s  p a r t i c i p a n t s  from  

p h y s i c a l  and  m e n ta l  d i s c o m f o r t ,  harm and  d a n g e r .  I f  t h e  r i s k  

o f  su c h  c o n s e q u e n c e s  e x i s t s ,  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r  i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  

in fo rm  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t  o f  t h a t  f a c t ,  s e c u r e  c o n s e n t  b e f o r e  

p r o c e e d i n g ,  and  t a k e  a l l  p o s s i b l e  m e a s u re s  t o  m in im iz e  d i s 

t r e s s .  A r e s e a r c h  p r o c e d u r e  may n o t  be u s e d . i f  i t  i s  l i k e l y
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t o  c a u se  s e r i o u s  and  l a s t i n g  harm t o  p a r t i c i p a n t s .

h .  A f t e r  t h e  d a t a  a r e  c o l l e c t e d ,  e t h i c a l  p r a c t i c e  

r e q u i r e s  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t  w i th  

a  f u l l  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  s t u d y  an d  t o  r e 

move a n y  m i s c o n c e p t i o n s  t h a t  may have  a r i s e n .  Where s c i e n t i 

f i c  o r  humane v a l u e s  j u s t i f y  d e l a y i n g  o r  w i t h h o l d i n g  i n f o r m a 

t i o n ,  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r  a c q u i r e s  a  s p e c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  

a s s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  no  dam aging  c o n s e q u e n c e s  f o r  t h e  

p a r t i c i p a n t .

i .  Where r e s e a r c h  p r o c e d u r e s  may r e s u l t  i n  u n d e s i r 

a b l e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  f o r  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t ,  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r  h a s  

t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  d e t e c t  and  remove o r  c o r r e c t  t h e s e  co n 

s e q u e n c e s ,  i n c l u d i n g ,  w here  r e l e v a n t ,  l o n g - t e r m  a f t e r e f f e c t s .

j .  I n f o r m a t i o n  o b t a i n e d  a b o u t  t h e  r e s e a r c h  p a r t i c i 

p a n t s  d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i s  c o n f i d e n t i a l .  

When t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  e x i s t s  t h a t  o t h e r s  may o b t a i n  a c c e s s  t o  

su c h  i n f o r m a t i o n /  e t h i c a l  r e s e a r c h  p r a c t i c e  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  

t h i s  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  t o g e t h e r  w i th  t h e  p l a n s  f o r  p r o t e c t i n g  con

f i d e n t i a l i t y ,  be  e x p l a i n e d  t o  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  a s  a  p a r t  o f  

t h e  p r o c e d u r e  f o r  o b t a i n i n g  in fo rm e d  c o n s e n t .

k .  A p s y c h o l o g i s t  u s i n g  a n im a l s  i n  r e s e a r c h  a d h e r e s  

t o  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  R u le s  R e g a r d in g  A n im a ls ,  d raw n up  

by  C om m ittee  on P r e c a u t i o n s  an d  S ta n d a r d s  i n  A nim al E x p e r i 

m e n t a t i o n  and  a d o p te d  by  t h e  A m erican  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n .
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1 ,  I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o f  human s u b j e c t s  u s i n g  e x p e r i 

m e n ta l  d ru g s  ( f o r  ex am p le :  h a l l u c i n o g e n i c ,  p s y c h o to m im e t i c ,

p s y c h e d e l i c ,  o r  s i m i l a r  s u b s t a n c e s )  s h o u ld  be  c o n d u c te d  o n ly  

i n  su c h  s e t t i n g s  a s  c l i n i c s ,  h o s p i t a l s ,  o r  r e s e a r c h  f a c i l i t i e s  

m a i n t a i n i n g  a p p r o p r i a t e  s a f e g u a r d s  f o r  t h e  s u b j e c t s .

N o te :  C o p y r ig h t  I 963  by  t h e  A m erican  P s y c h o l o g i c a l
A s s o c i a t i o n .  R e p r in t e d  by  p e r m i s s i o n .
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PREAMBLE

CODE OF ETHICE OF THE EDUCATION PROFESSION

The e d u c a t o r ,  b e l i e v i n g  i n  t h e  w o r th  an d  d i g n i t y  o f  

e a c h  human b e in g ,  r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  suprem e im p o r ta n c e  o f  t h e  

p u r s u i t  o f  t r u t h ,  d e v o t io n  t o  e x c e l l e n c e ,  and  t h e  n u r t u r e  

o f  d e m o c r a t ic  p r i n c i p l e s .  E s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e s e  g o a l s  i s  t h e  

p r o t e c t i o n  o f  freedom  t o  l e a r n  and  t o  t e a c h  an d  t h e  g u a r a n t e e  

o f  e q u a l  e d u c a t i o n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  a l l .  The e d u c a t o r  a c c e p t s  

t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t.o a d h e re  t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  e t h i c a l  s t a n d a r d s .

The e d u c a t o r  r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  m a g n i tu d e  o f  t h e  r e s p o n s i 

b i l i t y  i n h e r e n t  i n  th e  t e a c h i n g  p r o c e s s .  The d e s i r e  f o r  t h e  

r e s p e c t  and  c o n f id e n c e  o f  o n e ' s  c o l l e a g u e s ,  o f  s t u d e n t s ,  o f  

p a r e n t s  and  o f  t h e  members o f  t h e  community p r o v i d e s  t h e  

i n c e n t i v e  t o  a t t a i n  and  m a i n t a i n  t h e  h i g h e s t  p o s s i b l e  d e g r e e  

o f  e t h i c a l  c o n d u c t .  The Code o f  E t h i c s  o f  t h e  E d u c a t io n  

P r o f e s s i o n  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  a s p i r a t i o n  o f  a l l  e d u c a t o r s  and 

p r o v i d e s  s t a n d a r d s  by  w hich  t o  ju d g e  c o n d u c t .

The r e m e d ie s  s p e c i f i e d  by t h e  NEA a n d / o r  i t s  a f f i l i 

a t e s  f o r  t h e  v i o l a t i o n  o f  a n y  p r o v i s i o n  o f  t h i s  Code s h a l l  

be e x c l u s i v e ,  and  no such  p r o v i s i o n  s h a l l  be  e n f o r c e a b l e  i n
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a n y  form o t h e r  t h a n  one s p e c i f i c a l l y  d e s i g n a t e d  by  t h e  NEA 

o r  i t s  a f f i l i a t e s .

P r i n c i p l e  1 

Commitment t o  t h e  S tu d e n t

The e d u c a t o r  s t r i v e s  t o  h e lp  e a c h  s t u d e n t  r e a l i z e  

h i s  o r  h e r  p o t e n t i a l  a s  a  w o r th y  and  e f f e c t i v e  member o f  

s o c i e t y .  The e d u c a t o r  t h e r e f o r e  w orks  t o  s t i m u l a t e  t h e  s p i r i t  

o f  i n q u i r y ,  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  know ledge  an d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  

a n d  t h e  t h o u g h t f u l  f o r m u l a t i o n  o f  w o r th y  g o a l s .

I n  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  t h e  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t ,  t h e  

e d u c a t o r  -

1 .  S h a l l  n o t  u n r e a s o n a b ly  r e s t r a i n  t h e  s t u d e n t  

from in d e p e n d e n t  a c t i o n  i n  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  l e a r n 

in g .

2 .  S h a l l  n o t  u n r e a s o n a b ly  deny t h e  s t u d e n t  a c c e s s  

t o  v a r y i n g  p o i n t s  o f  v ie w .

3 .  S h a l l  n o t  d e l i b e r a t e l y  s u p p r e s s  o r  d i s t o r t  

s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t ’ s 

p r o g r e s s .

4 .  S h a l l  make r e a s o n a b l e  e f f o r t  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  

s t u d e n t  from c o n d i t i o n s  h a rm fu l  t o  l e a r n i n g  o r  

t o  h e a l t h  and  s a f e t y .

5 .  S h a l l  n o t  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  exp o se  t h e  s t u d e n t  t o  

e m b a rra ssm en t  o r  d i s p a r a g e m e n t .
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6 ,  S h a l l  n o t  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  r a c e ,  c o l o r ,  c r e e d ,  

s e x ,  n a t i o n a l  o r i g i n ,  m a r i t a l  s t a t u s ,  p o l i t i c a l  

o r  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s ,  f a m i ly ,  s o c i a l  o r  c u l t u r a l  

b a c k g ro u n d ,  o r  s e x u a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  u n f a i r l y t

a .  E x c lu d e  a n y  s t u d e n t  from p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  

a n y  p ro g ram ;

b .  Deny b e n e f i t s  t o  a n y  s t u d e n t ;

c .  G ra n t  a n y  a d v a n ta g e  t o  an y  s t u d e n t .

7 ,  S h a l l  n o t  u se  p r o f e s s i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  

s t u d e n t s  f o r  p r i v a t e  a d v a n ta g e .

8 ,  S h a l l  n o t  d i s c l o s e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  s t u d e n t s  

o b t a i n e d  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e ,  

u n l e s s  d i s c l o s u r e  s e r v e s  a  c o m p e l l in g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

p u rp o s e  o r  i s  r e q u i r e d  by  law .

P r i n c i p l e  I I  

' Commitment t o  t h e  P r o f e s s i o n

The e d u c a t i o n  p r o f e s s i o n  i s  v e s t e d  by  t h e  p u b l i c  w i t h  

a  t r u s t  an d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  r e q u i r i n g  t h e  h i g h e s t  i d e a l s  o f  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e .

I n  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  s e r v i c e s  o f  

t h e  e d u c a t i o n  p r o f e s s i o n  d i r e c t l y  i n f l u e n c e s  t h e  n a t i o n  a n d  

i t s  c i t i z e n s ,  t h e  e d u c a t o r  s h a l l  e x e r t  e v e r y  e f f o r t  t o  r a i s e  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a n d a r d s ,  t o  p ro m o te  a  c l i m a t e  t h a t  e n c o u r a g e s  

t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  ju d g m en t,  t o  a c h i e v e  c o n d i t i o n s
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w hich a t t r a c t  p e r s o n s  w o r th y  o f  t h e  t r u s t  t o  c a r e e r s  i n  

e d u c a t i o n ,  and t o  a s s i s t  i n  p r e v e n t i n g  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  t h e  

p r o f e s s i o n  hy  u n q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n s .

I n  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  t h e  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n ,  

t h e  e d u c a t o r  -

1 .  S h a l l  n o t  i n  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

p o s i t i o n  d e l i b e r a t e l y  make a  f a l s e  s t a t e m e n t  

o r  f a i l  t o  d i s c l o s e  a  m a t e r i a l  f a c t  r e l a t e d  t o  

com petency  a n d  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .

2 .  S h a l l  n o t  m i s r e p r e s e n t  h i s / h e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .

3 . S h a l l  n o t  a s s i s t  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  o f  

a  p e r s o n  known t o  be  u n q u a l i f i e d  i n  r e s p e c t  t o  

c h a r a c t e r ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  o r  o t h e r  r e l e v a n t  

a t t r i b u t e .

4 .  S h a l l  n o t  k n o w in g ly  make a  f a l s e  s t a t e m e n t  

c o n c e rn in g  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  

a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  p o s i t i o n .

5 .  S h a l l  n o t  a s s i s t  a  n o n - e d u c a t o r  i n  t h e  u n a u t h o r i z e d  

p r a c t i c e  o f  t e a c h i n g .

6 .  S h a l l  n o t  d i s c l o s e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  c o l l e a g u e s  

o b t a i n e d  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s e r v i c e  

u n l e s s  d i s c l o s u r e  s e r v e s  a  c o m p e l l in g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

p u rp o s e  o r  i s  r e q u i r e d  by la w .
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7 .  S h a l l  n o t  k n o w in g ly  make f a l s e  o r  m a l i c i o u s  

s t a t e m e n t s  a b o u t  a  c o l l e a g u e .

8 . S h a l l  n o t  a c c e p t  a n y  g r a t u i t y ,  g i f t ,  o r  f a v o r  

t h a t  m ig h t  i m p a i r  o r  a p p e a r  t o  i n f l u e n c e  p r o 

f e s s i o n a l  d e c i s i o n s  o r  a c t i o n s .

N o te * C o p y r ig h t  1975 by  t h e  N a t i o n a l  E d u c a t io n  
A s s o c i a t i o n .  R e p r in t e d  by p e r m i s s i o n .


