


STATEMENTS OF OGALALLA SI0UX BEFORE THE CHAIRMAN OF THE
COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, UNITED STATEN NENATE.

THURSDAY, April 29, 1897.

STATEMENT OF AMERICAN HORSE.

(Dr. Charles A. Eastman, of St. Paul, Minn., interpreter.)

Senator PETTIGREW. Where were you born?

AMERICAN HORSE. At the foot of Black Hills there is a hill called
Bear Hill.

Senator PETTIGREW. Bear Butte?

AMERICAN HORSE. Bear Butte. A little south of that there are
two creeks and a fork formed. I was born between those creeks.

Senator PETTIGREW. How old are you?

AMERICAN HORSE. Fifty-five years old.

Senator PETTIGREW. Where have you lived ever since you were
born?

AMERICAN HORSE. Since I was born I have been living about and
around the Black Hills and Platte River, running up north, and Tongue
River, and Little Big Horn, at the foot of the Rocky Mountains. I
have traveled around through that part of the country, and especially
around Black Hills, and north and south of that.

Senator PETTIGREW. Are you a chief of the Sioux?

AMERICAN HORSE. There are four chiefs now living., I am the
leader of that band.

Senator PETTIGREW. Of the Ogalalla Sioux?

AMERICAN HORSE. Of the Ogalalla dioux.

Senator PETTIGREW. How did you come to be chief?

AMERICAN HORSE. Since I was 18 years old I began to be a warrior
and prominent in warfare. At the time when I was 24 years old, and
became a man by marrying a woman, we were living near the Black
Hills on a creek called Bear Lodge. Our people came together then in
great numbers, and there they put up a large tent. It consisted of 10
tents put together and made a lodge. It was a gathering of the people
generally. The officers of the day came and led me to the place of honor.
Then they brought Young Man Afraid of Horse, and then Sword (not
Captain Sword there, but his brother; he is dead now), and then the
fourth man they brought was Crazy Horse. Young Man Afraid of
Horse withdrew from the chieftainship. I am not descended from any
chief, but I earned my chieftainship.
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AMERICAN [lorsk. Yes; concerning those things.

Benator Purriarew. I am willing that you shall do as you choose,
but I want to have it all taken down. 1f you have it written out and
given to me, that will do just as well.

AMERICAN Ilorssi. We want to see these things in daylight, and
have them printed so that all can see what is in them, and have a per-
fect understanding; but I fear that [ may not remember some of the
important points in the matter, and so I would rather have it written.

Senator PRTTIGREW. Very well, I am anxious to do anything I can
to help you along in every proper manner. Iregard your people as my
constituents, and think it is my duty to look after their interests the
same as the interests of the white people. I have always taken an
interest in their affairs, and I shall find all the time necessary to hear
what you have to say and to talk with you and to look after the matter
when you go away. 1 wish to know what you are doing now; whether
you are farming and raising stock?

AMERICAN HoORSE. I raise cattle and horses. I have plenty of
horses and cows, and I pretend to till the land, too. Iraised some oats
myself. My son plowed the land and I sowed the oats, but it is
merely disappointment. We have the pleasure of sowing it and sceing
it come up, but after it comes up a little the sun scorches it down and
there is nothing of it. So it is disappointment. We have a little
pleasure in seeing it come up, but that is about all the enjoyment we
get, for after July it is all disappointment.

Senator PETTIGREW. How many cattle have you?

AMERICAN HoRsEe. Up to the last round-up last summer I had 298,
but this winter I do not know how much increase I have. It may be a
decrease on account of the bad storms this winter. So I do not know
how muech I have at the present time. I have 70 horses. It appears
clear to us that we can not raise anything in that country, and conse-
quently our only support in the future is raising cattle and horses.
There is enough grass there to raise cattle and horses. Sowe are very
much encouraged in that, and we arc doing a good deal of that kind of
business. "

In this connection 1 want to say to you that I for one do not desire
to have our land surveyed and allotted to us. It is impossible for us to
keep our cattle and things of that kind in a small area of land. It is
just like putting us between two boards and squeezing us to death when
you do that. I very often wish that a man who wants to pass that law
might come up there and travel with me through our country so that
I could show to his eyes the land we have there, how miserable it is for
raising anything on it or cultivating it. We have enough timber for
our fuel and houses. We have pine there, and use for our houses and
fuel all we want. That is one advantage we have there.

About eighteen years ago a representative of the Government came
to us and called a large conncil. He told us then that it was necessary
for our children to become educated; that they must have education.
He called on my name, he called on Little Wound, and Red Clound, and
asked us whether we were willing to send our children to school. Both
of these men said no. They refused to have their children go to school,
but I got up and said that we ought to have our children become edu-
cated and we must try it. A great portion of the people took up the
idea, and they said, Anyway, we can send our children to school for
three years at a time, and perhaps five years at a time. Well, we have
seut a great many children East to other schools. They come back.
They have education. At that time they told us that if our children
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Senator PETTIGREW. Is the same thing true of the clothing fur-
nished for the women?

AMERICAN HoRrsE. If they were made out separately, with the
number of yards allotted to each Indian woman, it would be the same
way—2 or 3 yards for one woman. But three or four women have so
many yards. If those were cut separately and made out to them as
they were given there would be a misfit, too, according to your stand-
ard of making dresses. So the clothing is not enough. Sometimes
they will not use it at all, instead of one person using the share. There
are seven of us inour family and they issue to us only four blankets
and two quilts for our bedding.

Senator PETTIGREW. Are the blankets good?

AMERICAN HoRSE. They look like black cattle hair.

Senator PETTIGREW. Do the Indians use them?

AMERICAN HoRsE. Most of them we get rid of among the farmers
around our country.

Senator PETTIGREW. Among the white people?

AMERICAN HoRrsE. Yes; among the white people.

Senator PETTIGREW. Why do the Indians get rid of them?

AMERICAN HORSE. We can not wear them. We are not allowed to
wear blankets now. Besides that, the goods are not fit for the kind of
use they were intended for. Consequently, we dispose of them the
best way we can, at whatever price we can get.

Senator PETTIGREW. Do you find any fault about the color?

AMERICAN HORSE. We do not like the color of it. As soon as the
sun strikes it, it turns yellow or a kind of rotten brown. Wheu it rains
on it, it is the same way, it turns a kind of reddish or rotten brown.
We trusted the Government, and supposed they knew their business
better than we did. We trusted them with our mouey to buy our
goods, but I think they are very bad dealers, and we would rather have
the money.

Senator PETTIGREW. What do your people do with the shoes they get?

AMERICAN HorsE. They scarcely ever fit. They never consider a
size a man wears. So we have to dispose of them, and sometimes we
get whatever we can from the farmers for them. Werely on the white
farmers around that part of the country to buy them. Of course, we
use those that fit us; we wear shoes that fit us; but in most cases they
do not fit.

Senator PETTIGREW. Does the Government furnish stoves?

AMERICAN HORSE. Yes; three kinds.

Senator PETTIGREW. Are they good stoves?

AMERICAN HorsE. They last one or two years, but most of them
only one year.

Senator PETTIGREW. What is the trouble?

AMERICAN HORSE. They all come to pieces.

Senator PETTIGREW. Are they big enough to burn wood in?

AMERICAN HoORSE. They are box stoves.

Senator PETTIGREW. Does the Government furnish eooking stoves?

AMERICAN HORSE. Yes; two or three sizes of cooking stoves.

Senator PETTIGREW. How do the cooking stoves last?

AMERICAN HORsE. The same as the other kind of stoves. There
are two or three rounds ou top and a long one between. As soon as
that is heated it bends right down and becomes a sort of a cave on top,
a cave-in, and the stove comes to pieces in a year or two.

Senator PETTIGREW. Would you rather have money for all the
things that the Government furnishes you?
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chased all those goods. I’eople who never knew anything about cus-
toms, and styles, and the fithess of things issned them out to us, so
that none of them ever fit. Such as they arve, we would wear them, and
gladly wear them, it they fit us, but none of them ever fitted my family
or myself, and where a thing is not ready made there is not enough to
go around, so that we scarcely ever wear any of the clothing that has
been issued to us. | understand that white people are very particular
about their clothing as to their fit. They get their measurement all
over; every corner and every crook of their body is measured and sized
up. We would like to have our things measured something like that,
or anywhere near like it, so that we would have some respectable
appearance about it when we wear this clothing. It is not my inten-
tion to complain and appear dissatisfied, but I am compelled to call
attention to these things. Common decency and justice compel me to
call attention to these facts.

FRIDAY, April 30, 1897.
STATEMENT OF RED CLOUD.
(Dr. Charles A. Eastman, interpreter.)

Senator PETTIGREW. How old are you?

RED CLOUD. Seventy-six.

Senator PETTIGREW. Where were you born?

RED CLouD. There is a branch of Platte River called Bluewater
Creek. It is only about 15 miles from where [Harney killed some of the
Rosebud Indians. I was born there on that creek.

Senator PErricrEw. Where have you lived since?

RED CLouD. Mostly around the Black Iills., Ocecasionally I went
out farther thaun that, but my usual ground was around the Black Hills.

Senator PErTIGREW. What did your people always do for a liviug
before you went on the reservation ?

RED Croup. The Great Creator had provided for us abundantly in
the way of buffalo and deer, and the trees brought fruits. We were
well provided for.

Seuator PETTIGREW. What did you come down here for?

RED CLouDp (rising and shaking hands with Senator Pettigrew).
I shake hands with you with my sincere heart, and I wish to tell you
what I came for. The last term of the President who was President
for eight years I was here the first time.

Dr. EASTMAN. 1 suppose he refers to General Grant.

RED Croup. I think I have been here something about a dozen
times since. All the Presidents since the one I have mentioned have
considered me their friend, and always said that they were my friends.
I have been living at the ’ine Ridge Agency for twenty-eight years,

Senator PETTIGREW, Do you want to go on in your own way or
shall I ask questions?

Rep Croup. I would rather have you ask questions.

Senator PETTIGREW. Are you in favor of having allotments of land
made to your people?

RED CLoubp. That is just one of the things I have come liere for. I
do not want that. All my people do not want it.

Senator PETTIGREW. You may tell me why you do not want an
allotiment of your lands.
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RED CLouDp. We did not understand it so. They told us that they
wanted to open a railroad through that country and have a general use
of the country there, and we agreed to give that permission, but we
did not understand that it was intended to take the place of the pre-
vious treaty.

Senator PETTIGREW. Mr. Eastman, who is a Sioux, will look this
matter up for you, and I will help him all I can.

ReEp Croun. I am getting old; my memory is not ¢lear; and I have
brought my next chief (American Horse) to do the talking for me. He
is younger and his memory is clearer. 1 may make a mistake in dates
and so on. Then, again, although I have those things in my mind, I
would rather have him talk.

Senator PETTIGREW. I talked with American Horse yesterday, and
he is a very smart man; you did well to bring him; but I want to talk
with you also. Do you want the (overnment to continue to issue
clothing to your people, or what do yon want in that direction?

RED CLouUD. We prefer to have the money. The clothing we receive
we are thanktul for, and we would make good use of them if they any-
where at all fit, if they were given out to men who could wear them.
But they issue them now to men who neither have the size nor any way
to make use of them. Sometimes, when given to a big man, they are
very short and small, and sometimes a small one will receive them too
big and too long. The goods are all a mistit, and sometimes there is
not enough to go around.

Senator PETTIGREW. Do you want money instead of rations too?

RED Croup, I told you a few minutes ago that we can not raise any-
thing. Of course we would want to have the rations. If we could
raise anything, we would not care for the rations.

Senator PETTIGREW. You want the rations instead of money?

Rrp Croub. Instead of money.

Senator PETTIGREW. And money instead of clothing?

ReDp CLoUuD. Yes, sir.

Senator PETTIGREW,. What about the half-breeds? Do you want
them to have all the rights of the Indians?

RED CLouD. We used to find it the case that a great many white
men came among us evelr when we were wild. They became our people
almost; we adopted them; they married among our people; their chil-
dren were our children. They lived with us wherever we went in old
days. Those half-breeds we considered Indians, and we want them to
have the full rights. But in recent years white men came among us to
make mouey, to take our Indian womnen, and get land wherever they
could, and pick out our best lands, and raise cattle on our land there.
Of course they know more about the business, and they manipulate
everything and monopolize everything and push us back. Those peo-
ple have more say about agency matters than we have, and they have
no right to come among us and have control of our affairs and push us
back. We do not care for those white men, but we want those white
people who had full rights according to the law of 188S.

Senator PrrricrEW. The law of 1888 provides that where an ITndian
woman after that tine marries a white man their children shall have
no interest in the tribal property. Do you want that law to stand?

RED CLoUD. Yes, sir; [ want to have it so. There are a great many
white people who have come in and takeu the best lands and they take
the best waters on our land. They get hold of all the springs and
occupy the best places. They in fact take away all of our best property,
They come in there for business. We are not after business yet, and
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Hicir STAR. My mother is living.

Senator PETTIGREW. Is she a Sioux of tull blood?

HicH STAR. She is a Sioux woman of full blood.

Senator PETTIGREW. You are a full member of the tribe, of course?

HiGH STAR. Yes, sir.

Senator PETTIGREW. You are in the class that Red Cloud talks
about—that he wants to stay in?

Hicm STAR. Yes.

Senator PETTIGREW. How did you happen to come down here; were
you selected by the council?

HicH STAR. Yes, sir; 1 was selected by the council.

Senator PETTIGREW. What did the council do? How did they
select you?

Hian STAR. They were selected by the committee first that was
appointed by act of the council. It was adopted in the whole council.

Senator PETTIGREW. How many did the council select to come down
here? .

' Hiem STAr. Four.
{if Senator PETTIGREW. Give the names of the four.

HicH STAR. Red Cloud, American Horse, (chmrence Three Stars, and
myself, High Star.

Senator PETTIGREW. You wmay state what the Indians want in rela-
tion to allotments in severalty. Do they want to have the land allotted
in severalty?

HicH STAR. No.

Senator PEITIGREW. Why not?

HicHa STAR. Because the country is not suitable for that purpose.

Senator PETTIGREW. Do you ever raise any kind of crops?

HicHu STAR. No.

Senator PETTIGREW., What is the country suited for?

Hrcm STAR. It is suited for grazing; it is grazing land.

Senator PETT1IGREW. How many cattle have you?

HicHa STAR. That is myself?

Senator PETTIGRUW. Yes,

HicH STAR. I have about 80 head.

Senator PETTIGREW. Have you taken an allotiment?

Hicm Srar. No.

Senator PETTIGREW. Huave any of the four here present?

Hicn Srar. No.

Senator PETTIGREW. Where do you live on the reservation?

Hica StaAr. I live on a branch of Medicine Root Creek, on a small
creek called the American Horse Creek.

. Senator PrrriGrREW. Have you fenced any land?

HicH S1tAR. Yes; I have fenced about 6 acres where 1 thought I
could raise something, but I have never done it.

Senator PETTIGREW. Before you came here did your people talk over
the question of the issue of clothing to them?

Hicm STAR. Yes; they have been talking about that, but most of
the people say they would rather have the money in place of the
annuity goods.

Senator PETTIGREW. What is the reasou why they want to have
that change made?

Hicr STAR. ivery time they get the clothes they never fit.

Senator PETTIGREW. The clothes will never fit?

HicH STAR. They will never fit.

Senator PETTIGREW. What about the blankets?
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HicH STAR. In 1888,

Senator PETTIGREW. You say there were about 1,200 men, and you
multiplied the number by 3%

HricH STAR. Yes; I multiplied it by 3.

Senator PETTIGREW. That would be only 3,600.

Hicm STAR. The highest, if it was a big famlly, would be 7 persons
in one family, or 10, and I just multiplied it by 3, and it came out in that
way.

Dr. EASTMAN. You averaged it up?

Hica STAR. I averaged it up.

Senator PETTIGREW, Is there anything else you want to say?

HicHa STAR. Yes; I should like to say to Congress, and the Commis-
sioner, and the Secletary of the Interior, and the PreSIdent that I wish
to have the allotment of the reservation deferred for a perlod of ten
years. I should like to put in here the main points I got from the
people—what they decided on before I left there, and I will read it:

To the Honorable Members of the Fifty-fifth Congress.

GENTLEMEN: The following resolutions were adopted at a couneil of the Sioux
Indians residing npon the Pino Ridge Reservation on April 13, 1897, viz:

First. We, the undersigned adult males of the Ogalalla Indians on Pine Ridge
Agency, respectiullv and earne%ly petition and requesh that the honorable Members
of 1 Congress cause this onr prayer to be brought before the Congress of the United
States, to the end that it inay obtain the enactinent of such laws as will secure to
us the right to hold onr land in common as a people for stock-grazing purposes only.
Experience teaches ns that we can not prosper by farming, as our land is not snita-
ble for that occupation; that by following stock raising we will in time become
civilized, enlighteued, thrifty, self-governing, and independent citizens; that we are
not in favor of taking land in severalty, knowing that this is not the best thing for
us in our march toward the white man’s standard and intelligent citizenship.

Second. We, the undersigned adult males of Pine Ridge Reservation, do hereby
set forth that all half-breeds and mixed bloods born prior to the act of Congress
. approved Angust 9, 1888, shall be considered by us as onr equals in all respects to
our rights, treaties, lands, etc., and request that they be so considered by the Gov-
ernment, and that laws, regulations, or rules in force depriving them of any of the
full rights or free access to all our privileges shonld be annulled and abrogated.

STATEMENT OF CLARENCE THREE STARS.

Senator PETTIGREW. Give your age, Clarence.

CLARENCE THREE STARS. Thirty-three.

Senator PETTIGREW. Where were you born?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. About Bear Butte, close to the Black
Hills.

Senator PETTIGREW. On the east side of the Black Hills?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. Yes, sir; on the east side.

Senator PETTIGREW., Who were your parents?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. My father was dead when I was only
years old. His name was Yellow Kuife,

Senator PETTIGREW. And your mother?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. My mother is living.

Senator PETTIGREW. You are an Ogalalla?

CLARENCE THRER STARS., An Ogalalla Sioux.

Senator PEITIGREW. Was your father a full-blood Sioux?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. Yes, sir.

Senator PETTIGREW. And your mother?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. Yes, sir.

Senator PETTIGREW, Where did you go to sehool?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. At Carlisle.

Senator PETTIGREW. How long were you at Carlisle?
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Senator PETTIGREW. Tow much do you elaim for that?

CLARENCE THREL STARS. As I say, we want to get a man who will
look into the things and find them. We only know that thce land was
not sold to the (xovernment by three-fourths of our nation. We know
that now, but we do not know how mueh is coming to us out of the IHills,

Senator PErTiGREW. I understand that point. Now, what else?

CLARENCE THREEL STARS. Twenty-five thousand dollars was prom-
ised by the Secretary of the Interior when the Red Cloud and Spotted
Tail agencies gave up after Harney ran over into Nebraska. They never
got that.

Senator PETTIGREW. They never got the $25,000 for the North Platte
hunting country?

CLARENCE THIIREE STARS. No, sir; an additional appropriation was
to be made by Congress, but it never was done. Last year we got infor-
mation from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. There is due us
$50,000 on the hunting grounds they gave up to the Government. We
have found that in the treaty books, but it will of course have to be
investigated closely when we find a man who will do these things for us.

Senator PETTIGREW. What do they claim about the treaty of 1851%
How many payments were made under that treaty?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. We never knew how many payments were
received from that treaty. Theseold men claim that they received but
one payment; that they received it the first year and after that there
was no payment at all. There was one treaty made on top of another,
they were connected together, and we do not know what they are.
‘We know there is something coming out of all of the treaties, the trea-
ties of 1851 and 1868, and that something has been left out that is due
to the Sioux Nation.

Senator PrrriGrREW. I understand what you want. You want to
overhaul all those treaties and see what there is coming to you.

CrArRENCLE THRER STARS. Yes, sir.

Senator PrrricrrEw, You want somebody who is able to do that?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. Yes, sir.

Senator PETTIGREW. I understand it. What do you say about the
provision in the law in regard to mixed blood?

CLARENCE THREE STARS., We want the law of 1888 to stand just
as it is. That is the way it has been discussed in our council there,
and it is one of the things that we will present to the Department here.
‘We have found that a party of what we call “squaw men” right at the
agency are working to repeal the law of 1888, and have raised money to
employ a lawyer, who is right in the city here now.

Senator Per1i6REW, Who is he?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. Colonel George. They got money and
said, “If you get some Senator to draw up a bill and put it into the
Indian appropriation bill, and that bill passes both Houses and becomes
a law, we promise to pay you $500;” and they advanced him $100 cash.

Senator PETTIGREW. Who are the people who advanced this money
to Mr. George? Give some of their names.

CLARENCE THREE STARS. George Corloff, who is one of the traders
right there at the agency.

Senator PETTIGREW. How long has John Whelan lived with your
tribe ?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. He claims that he has lived with the
Sioux for thirty-five years. He married an Indian woman over twenty
years ago.

Senator PETTIGREW. Do they consider him a member of the tribe?

S. Doe. 61——2
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CLARENCE THREE STARS. Yes; I guess they consider hiin one. The
old men have adopted and incorporated him into the tribe.

Senator PE1TIGREW. Why are you opposed to allowing a white man
to marry an Indian woman and then having his children members of
the tribe*?

CLARENCE Torer STARs. The way it is now, some white people
want to get into the tribe just for the purpose of getting the land from
them and gaiu property out of the tribe. They go there. They do not
do any hard work. They lie around. They simply look over and take
care of a few cows, it may be. I have seen men there who, fifteen years
ago, when they started in would have four or five head of cows, and they
live from the rations their wives get from the Government. The mnan is
not trying to make a living for his wife and children. The woman is
the one making a living for him, instead of the man making a living
for the woman. That is one reason why I oppose it. They are getting
rich quickly, right along, faster than the Indians, and of course we
know how it is.

Senator PETTIGREW. They take possession of the tribal property
and the water.

CLARENCE THREE STARS. Yes, sir.

Senator PETTIGREW. All the good chances?

CLARENCE THrER STARS. All the good chances. They are brighter
and smarter than we are, and of course as long as we do not know how
to do a thing they go ahead and do it.

Senator PeErTIGREW. What do you say about allotments in sever-
alty? Do you want them?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. That has been opposed by the tribe, and
I think of it the same way.

Senator PETTIGREW. Have you taken an allotment?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. No, sir.

Senator PETTIGREW. Have any of the Indians on that reservation
taken allotments?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. No, sir; none of then.

Senator PETTIGREW. None of them want to do it?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. None of them want to do it.

Senator PETTIGREW. Why are they opposed to it?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. Because the Government is trying to
educate them in a civilized way. We have farmers there who are sup-
posed to teach us to farm the lands right there on our reservation.
But the land is not suited for that purpose. I know what I say. I
have seen it with my own eyes. 1 have seen Indians try to plow and
plant corn and turnips and other things. Just as these old men said,
it sprouts, it looks nice when it comes up in the springtime, but in the
middle of the summer it is scorched away.

Senator PETTIGREW. The land is fit only for raising cattle?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. It is only fit for raising cattle., There is
a lot of cattle there, and they will be increased for the next twenty
years,it may be. That country may be overilowed with cattle in twenty
years.

Senator PETTIGREW. Have you some cattle?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. Yes, sir.

Senator PETTIGREW. How many?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. Bighty tive head.

Senator PETTIGREW. Do you brand them and let them run?

OLARENCE THREE STARS. Yes; I brand them with my own brand
and let them go through the winter. In the spring we gather them up
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and brand the ecalves, the increased stock. We brand twice a year—in
the spring and in the fall. I could live on 75 head and support myself.
Even if T did not get my rations from the Government, I could get
along with 75 or 100 head, whereas it we took the land in severalty I
would have to reduce my cattle it may be to 15 or 20 head. As it is,
I can depend on my cattle, but I can not depend on my farming land.
It is impossible to make a living at all out of the land there by plowing
and raising.

Senator PETTIGREW. Do you want to have day sclools, so that the
children can learn Itnglish?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. 1 have been in school work there for
about twelve years. It isa very hard question, but 1 will say these few
words. There have been, it may be, two or three thousand attending
the day schools right there on our own reservation. Most of the grow-
ing children from 14 to 18 years go to day school. They go, it may be,
two or three years aud they drop out, and that will be the last of it.
They do not receive any benefit from the day school unless they come
East. A schoolboy returning from an Eastern school has been infe-
rior in some cases, but on our own reservation most of them are doing
well to-day. I have compared the Kastern schools and the day schools,
and I have found that the Hastern schools are doing better work than
the day schools. That is my argument with our present agent there,
who is trying to get me into day-school work, and says it would be a
good thing for me, but I oppose it. If the Government would put
together the money that goes to the day school work, and if that money
could be used in two or three boarding schools right there on the reser-
vation, it would be better than the day schools. In the boarding
school the children can stay a whole week. He may go out just once
a week on Sunday or Saturday to se¢ his parents aud come right
straight back Monday to school, where he will be taught in a very
civilized way to speak Knglish and all that. But in a day school it is
impossible to make them talk Inglish. The outside inflnences are
stronger than the school work right there on our own reservation.
That is what I told Major Platt. I have been in school work for
twelve years. I have taught little children to speak IEnglish the best
I know how. The only place I can force them to talk lnglish is right
there in the schoolroom, right there before my eyes, but outside of
that I have no power. This is the same way L have talked with the
Indian agent and all the Government employees. I have seen that. T
speak from experience.

If you will allow me, I should like to say a few words on the annuity
goods.

Senator PETTIGREW. Yes; I want to hear you on all these questions.

CLARENCE THREL STARS. Ilett the agency and came East to school
in 1879. At that time, of course, there might be something coming to
me from the annuities which I did not know anything about. From
1884 up to the present time I received no benefit from the annuities
coming to me trom the Government. I never wear any shoes they issue
me, and it is the same with the pants, and vest, and coats, and over-
coats. Whatever they gave me I never wore them, because they never
fit me. I have repeated that to the Indian agent.

Senator PETTIGREW. What do you do with them?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. I give them away. Whoever is nearest
by me, I just band them to him. Perhaps the next one will go off and
sell them. I have seen that. 1 have wateled an Indian where he sold
a pair of pants, vest, and coat for 75 cents, and I have seen a second-
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hand store right in the town of Gordon, Nebr., where there is nothing
but these Government goods on the shelves. 'There are shocs, and
socks, and red shirts, and there is not a single thing that has not been
issued or that has been bought from @ wholesale house in the Bast.
Everything was composed of Government annuity goods. I went in
and saw it.

Senator PETTIGREW. He had bought them from the Indians?

CLARENCGE THREE STARS. He had bought them from the Indians.
I have seen an old woman coming there with a sack and I have stood
in the room to wateh what she had in the sack, and she dumped out the
whole thing on the floor, and there were two pairs of shoes, an overcoat,
vest, and socks, and all the things that she received from the agent, and
she sold them to this man right there in the town. I told the man I
would like to buy a pair of shoes. He said, “ Well, there is a good,
sound, strong shoe I will let you have for a dollar and a quarter.” He
paid that poor woman only 25 cents a pair for the shoes. An Indian
loses the money which he received under the treaty on that, and the
white man makes a pile of money out of it.

Senator PETTIGREW. You think the Indians ought to have the money
instead of the goods.

CLARENCE THREE STARS. Yes, sir; we ought to have the money
instead of the goods, and that is explained in my own case. I assure
you I am entitled to receive the benefits coming to me from the treaty
and laws, and I have never received a cent. I havereceived no benefit
for the past eighteen years, and that has been the expression of the
whole reservation, especially in couneil.

Senator PETTIGREW. Do they issue stoves to you?

CLARENCE TUIREE STARS. Yes; but the stoves they issue to us go
wrong altogether. There are five districts. Ilive in one of the dis-
tricts there, farming districts they are called. There are 900 people in
it, close to a thousand, and only half a dozen cooking stoves go out there
for all those people. Thirty or forty of them crowd around the post
farmer there to apply for six cooking stoves. Of course he has favorites
among the people there, and wherever lie pleases he gives to his friends.

Senator PETTIGREW. Were the stoves good for anything?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. Where I taught school last year the
Government issued me one of the same cooking stoves they issue to the
Indians. It lasts just a year.

Seuator PETTIGREW, Do the stoves burn out or fall to pieces?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. Different rods are connected with all the
different parts and the rods burn up. Otherwise the screwed part
comes of in some way and the thing all goes to pieces.

Senator PETTIGREW. Is there anything else you want to say, or that
you came here to say?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. I want to say something about our beef,
and that will be the last, unless I think of something else. From July
15 up to April 1 we received 3,611 head altogether; that is, steers,
stags, bulls, and cows. We understood that the Government was to
furnish us nothing but good beef, good steers of an average weight of
over 1,000 pounds, but from July 15 we have been receiving all kinds of
animals, as I said, bulls, stags, steers, and cows, which were most of
them unfit to eat. We are people the same as any other race; we con-
sider ourselves human beings. We made a treaty with the Govern-
ment and they promised to give us none but good things, woolen cloth-
ing and good beef, which they never fulfilled.

Senator PETTIGREW, Did they issue bulls last year?
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CLARENCE THREE STARS. Yes, sir.

Senator PrrriGrEw, Ilow many bulls do they issue there in your
division?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. We received in our own district three
regular bulls.

Senator PEITIGREW. At one issue?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. Atoneissue. Atother times we received
different cows and stags, but at just one issue 1 saw three regular bulls
right there.

Senator Pu1TIGREW. Do they issue them on the hoof?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. No, sir.

Senator PETTIGREW. They kill them?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. Yes, sir; they kill them. Our distriet is
about 65 miles away. They drive them out from the agency to our dis-
trict, where they butcher them.

Senator PETTIGREW. Who butcher them?

CLARENCE THREE StARs. They are butchered by the farmer and
his assistants. My store is only 400 or 500 yards from the slaughter-
house, where I have seen these things almost every issue.

Senator Prurricrew. 13id they issue that way to you four years ago?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. No, sir. There has been poor beef right
along, but for nine mouths the beet has been getting worse than any-
thing else I know of.

Senator PEITIGREW. Who is the contractor who furnishes the beef
this year?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. Adolph Heller. I think he is just the
agent. The other man, the regular contractor, I do not know, but he
comes there often with a herd. Ivery fifteen days we receive the beef.
The army ofticers receiving the cattle were notitied too late every time
to come on and inspect the beef. You tell them that you want them
there and they are coming on, but they are behind. The contractor
figures that the lieutenant may be there after the steers are in the corral
and branded. He will come over a day behind, and we will have to take
the cattle just as they are. He figures on that, and so he notifies him
too late, a day behind, in order to pass his poor beeves, and stags, and
bulls, and everything to the Indians.  When the lieutenant gets there,
he simply looks over them. He can not do anything. They have been
received and branded. They ure always received and branded by the
chief clerk and agent, and he simply looks over the herd and says, ¢ That
will do,” and he lets it go. It has been all that way from July 15, 1896,
to April 1.

Dr. EAsTMAN. Some of them die on the way.

CLARENCE THREE StARs. Yes; I will tell that, too. There are five
districts. They send out so many head to the five districts every fifteen
days. During this winter most of them died on the way in going out
to the different districts.

Senator PETTIGREW. In going out from the agency?

CLARENCE THREE STARSs. In going out from the agency to the
various districts.

Senator PErTIGREW. They died on the way out?

OLARENCE THREE STARS. They died on the way in getting out to
the district, and they were butchered on the way. The tarmer orders
some Indian to bring his wagon over to where a dead steer is laying,
and tells him to butcher it and haul it over to the station.

Senator 'PETTIGREW. What made them die?

CLARENGE THREE STARS. On account of being poor, and perhaps
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farmer orders a wagon to come on and butcher them, and he hangs
them in the buteher house and issues them the next day. Most of them
are unfit to eat. I draw rations of beef right there most of the time.
I give it to the pigs. I have about eight head of pigs in a pen,and I
have been feeding my pigs with the beef I draw from the issue house
all winter. One of the three that died going out to our district the
farmer hauls over to the issue station and weighs. It was a cow, and
she weighs only 304 with hoofs and horns. The average weight is 400
pounds, when they are supposed to have an average weight of 1,060.

Senator PETTIGREW. How dothey get at the weight? Do they weigh
every one?

CLARENCE THREE STARS., They weigh by the herd at the agency.

Senator PETTIGREW. Do they weigh them all?

CLARENCE THREEL STARs. They weigh them all; five, ten, fifteen
head at a time, and they just average them up.

Senator PETTIGREW. They guess at it?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. They just guess atit. Theaveragein our
agency is 1,060. That is the average weight made out on the cattle we
have been receiving all winter.

Senator PETTIGREW. Where do they keep those cattle during the
winter?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. They have been kept about 25 miles east
of the agency along the head of Little White River. They receive a
number of herd there for twenty eight days, and when the fourteenth
day comes we receive in our district 36 head every time. The cattle
received twenty-eight days ago were kept on barren ground; there is
nothing for them to eat at all. Weeds do not grow there. There is
nothing but sand. All these men have seen that there is nothing but
sand. There will be about a thousand acres fenced in where the beef
cattle were kept for twenty-eight days. The weight of them taken off,
after they have been kept for twenty-eight days, has been decreasing
right along for the last fourteen days. When they are about to drop
there they are sent out to us, and of course most of them die on the
way before they reach us. So the weight of them at that time taken
by the clerk is not correct, because one of the cows that they weighed
twenty-eight days ago, when received into our district and weighed,
wowld weigh 304 pounds, and perhaps at the agency they have got on
their records 1,060 pounds.

Senator PETTIGREW. What other things are there that they issue
where it is wrong? The clothing is no good and the beef is bad. Now
tell us about the other thiugs.

CLARENCE Turer SrArs. There are some wagons that they brought
into the agency from somewhere to be sold to the Indians. It has been
asked me by leading Indians—even this man American Horse says:
¢“Who sent this here and sold it to us? Where does the money go that
we put into the wagon?” I said, “I do not know; I will try to find out.”
Of course I do not know, but we will find out all we can. One hundred
wagons came out there this spring, and all were sold to Indians at $46
and something.

Senator PETTIGREW. At $46 apiece?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. Yes, sir.

Senator PETTIGREW. Who sold them to the Indians?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. Clapp claims that he sent for them.
They were Moline wagons, from Moline, Ill.

Senator PETTIGREW. Clapp claims that he sent for them?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. That he sent for them for the Indians.
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wheat is a failure. The white men along the line close to us feel that
they can not raise wheat and oats to make a living or to make money.
They fail every snmmer. If a white man fails in the farming occupa-
tion the Indian can not do it; it is impossible for him to do it. They
are discouraged in farming lite, and they do not think much of the
tools they receive from the Govermnent; they just let them lie and rot.

Senator PETTIGREW. Do they issue bacon to you? '

CLARENCE THREE STARS. Yes, sir.

Senator PrrriG¢rEW. What about that?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. The bacon has been good, I know. I
have been using it right along.

Senator PETTIGREW. What about the blankets?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. As to the blankets, 1 would say just what
these three men have said.

Senator PETTIGREW. What do you sayt

CLARENCE THREE STARS. In old time, away back eighteen years
ago, we received very good blankets, but now, just as these men said,
I do not know what they are made of. They are composed of some
sort of hair. I do not know, of course, whether it is cow hair; I do not
kuow what it is; but they are not good blankets like they used to be
away back, it may be twenty years ago.

Senator PETTIGREW. What about the color?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. The color is very bad. The first rain
that comes on them the drip of water will show like water running ouf
of them, and when the sun strikes on them they turn some other color.
I do not know what we would c¢all it; I can not express it.

Senator PETTIGREW. [ want you to go to the Secretary of the Inte-
rior and tell him about the beef.

CLARENCE THREE STARS. That is what we came here for.

Senator PETTIGREW. And about the blankets?

CrArENCE THRET STARS. Yes. The agent just before we left there
asked me if any kicks would be made against him. I told him we had
the privilege to take along a representation to the different Departments
in Washington, and there is nothing in the paper that is kicking or say-
ing anything against your aftairs here, but in talking matters over some-
thing may be brought up. I told him so. 1 said to him, *I can not
kick right against you; I can not say that to you rvight here in your face,
because it is hard to tell whether it will come up as a subject or not.”

Senator PurricrEw. What do you say about the agent anyway?
I waut to know all about him.

CrAareNcE THREE STARS., In my own case I did not get along; T
did not think much of him at all. My character has been good for the
past fifteen years, and all the chiefs here and who live have known me
for fifteen years, and what T say is nothing but the truth; there is no
lie in it. They have faith in me, and they feel just the same as I do.
Something he says to me seems to be all right at first, but in thinking
over the matter the second time I ¢come out at some other point in my
views toward him.

Senator PETTIGREW. Does he have anything to do with weighing
the cattle?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. As I said, he receives them.

Senator PETTIGREW. He receives them before the inspector gets
there?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. Yes; but most of the receiving is done
by the chief clerk.

Senator PETTIGREW., Who is the clerk?
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Senator PeTTIGREW. 1 do not think of anything more. T want to
ask Ainerican Ilorse several questions. You can interpret for him, I
presume?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. Yes.

ADDITIONAL STATEMENT OF AMERICAN HORSE.

(Clarence Three Stars, interpreter.)

Senator PETTIGREW. You have heard what has been said about the
mixed bloods. Do you want the law to remain just as it has been since
18887

AMERICAN HORSE. We want the law of 1888 to stand just as it is,
because our people are increasing, and if the white people intermarry
with our people and come in and keep on increasing there is not enough
land for them to take hold of there on the reservation. It would be
very unfair for them to take their wives and go outside of the land and
support them. Why does not the Government and the Congress of the
United States take up our treaty laws and act accordingly? They have
been sleeping. The Government here employs men and sends them
out to us, and the chief of them sits around the house here and does
not know anything about what they are doing out there., What I mean
when I say the treaty is sleeping is that they do not do anything in
accordance with our treaty laws. Here on the southern part of our
reservation [indicating on the map of Indian reservations], the line was
about 22 miles farther from the south line of our reservation. I ask
you as a friend to look into that matter and tind where the exact line is.

Dr. EAsTmAN. They always claimed that when they made the treaty
the line followed the river down into Nebraska.

CLARENCE THREE STARS. From the mouth of the Niobrara up.

Dr. Eas1MAN. And did not follow the State line as it is now.

AMERICAN HorsE. That is all I have to say.

Senator PETTIGREW. I want American Horse to tell nre about the
issue of bulls and poor meat.

AMERICAN Horse. Every tine we come up here and bring sach mat-
ters as we have given you now, the agency people at home-the white
people there employed by the Government—find these things out, and,
like a wild, strong tiger, they come and jump on to us because we have
said things against them right in the c¢ity of Washington to the Great
Father and to the people here in this house. If that sort of thing
comes up from the white men employed by the Government there, I
want the Government to stand up for me.

Senator PETTIGREW. I want you to tell me the truth, and if they
make any trouble when you go back, let me know it and 1 will protect
you.

AMERICAN HoORSE. I thank you. Some of the beef cattle they issue
us have big jaws, big lumps, and all over the body in places there are
big lnmps; there is swelling on them. They issue us bulls; some regu-
lar bulls and some fresh cut. One of our men, Red Shirt, brought it to
the agent’s office and showed it to him, and that thing is now in the
agent’s office. He wanted to show the actual facts about the issue.
The clhief cut it out and showed it to the agent, and said: “ You have
been issuing us bulls, and here is one of the stones cut out.” He made
complaint, and he laid it on the table in the office there. That is a
time when he used harsh and unreasonable language, and said: ¢« If
you do not want to take the beef throw it away.”

Senator PETTIGREW. The agent said that?






AFFAIRS AT THE PINE RIDGE AGENCY, SOUTH DAKOTA. 29

AMERICAN HoRsE. He has been a long time theve. It he has come
there to earn money to pay his debts, it may be he will pay his debts
now and will go. e has got enough money to pay his debts.

CrLARrRENCE Trrerls STARS. He has been there about five years, I
think,

Senator PrurricrEw. Does the agent attend to the business himself
or let the clerks do it?

AMERICAN Honrsg. There are two times I have been there when
they were receiving cattle, and both those times the agent was not
there, but his chief clerk was there receiving cattle. Those farmers at
the various districts were there before the agent, Clapp, came there,
and they do not know what to do more than Clapp, and they have
favorites to run the affairs there. That is all I know of them.

ADDITIONAL STATEMENT OF CLARENCE THREE STARS.

Senator PETTIGREW. I will ask Clarence Three Stars if the agent
ever visits the different districts?

ULARENCE THREE STARS. He was one time there, a year and a half
ago. He came out there to hunt ducks, and he came out through our
district. We have a whole lot of lakes, where we have ducks. I do
not think he came out to visit the different districts. That is the only
time that he came out that I know of, but I know that le did not come
out to visit the various distriets.

Senator PETTIGREW. The agency is divided into five districts?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. Five distriets.

Senator PETTIGREW. Aud there are five issue houses?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. Yes, sir.

Senator PETTIGREW. There are five places where they issue rations?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. Yes, sir.

Senator PEITIGREW. And there is a farmer in charge of each of the
districts?

CLARENCL THREE STARS. Yes, sir; and they have their superin-
tendents.

Senator PETTIGREW. At your district there are about a thousand
Indians?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. Yes, sir; less than a thousand, but close
to a thousand.

Senator PETTIGREW. All the cattle are received at the agency?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. Yes, sir.

Senator PETTIGREW. And then they are distributed from there?
When the issue day comes, they are driven in bunches from there to
the different issue places? ‘

CLARENCE THREE STARS. Yes, sir.

Senator PETTIGREW. Then they issue at the agency and at five
other places?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. Yes, sir.

Senator PERTTIGREW. Making six places?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. Yes, sir.

Senator PETTIGREW. Twice a month ¢

CLARENCE THREE STARS. Yes, sir; every fourteen days. There is
a butchery at the agency, another one down on the same creek at
White Clay, another one at Wounded Knee, another one at Porcupine,
and another one at Medicine Root, and at I’ass Creek—that is, six.
The seventl is vacant—it is not occupied; there is no farmer there.

Senator PETTIGREW. Do they issue there?
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“Well, this is a great thing. Itis a matter thatitisimpossible to get it
through, and I do not think you can get it.” That is all the answer he
gave to him, me. Red Cloud said, “ You are the agent here; you are
taking care of us here; you are our father here, and whatever goes
wrong here you are to report it to the Great Father.”

Senator PETTIGREW. That is what the agent said?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. That is what Red Cloud told Clapp.

Rrp Croup. That is all the talk I had with him there in regard to
the beef.

ADDITIONAL STATEMENT OF HIGH STAR.

Senator PETTIGREW. Is there anything more that any of you want
to say?

Hicn STAR. Sometimes the agent gives permission to some white
people outside to buy cattle oft the reservation, and those white people
come in and buy the cattle from the Indians and then hire about five
or six men, and the first they buy they round up before we have
any time to round up our cattle. Often, when we are off from home,
they drive our cattle to the ranch and they get in steers that are big
enough to make money on them, and when we come home we find notes
written to the store and post-office, ¢ We got so much of our cattle;”
and our cattle go off’ the reservation.

Senator PETTIGREW. They sell them without consulting you at all?

Hiacm STARr. Yes, sir.

Senator PETTIGREW. They cateh them themselves?

Hicm S1TAR. Yes, sir. The way 1 understood that, the man went to
the agent in the first place and got permission from the agent, and he
told him he wanted nothing but three-year-old steers. He allows about
$50 or $100 to farmers not to say anything about what he is going to do
in that district, and then he goes and buys the yearlings and two-year-
olds, whatever Le can get hold of, and gives $10 or $12 a head. Not
only that, but sometimes they drive off some of the eattle that they do
not buy. They drive them oft with the others. They buy them by the
guess at how much they weigh. Sometimes he says, I think it will
weigh about 600; that is about $10.” Now, hereafter we wish to stop
that business. Some of the full-blood or mixed-blood Iudians in the
reservation could buy the cattle themselves; they have money enough
to do it. Or they should wait until the contracts come up, and then we
could put our cattle in the contract or we could sell the cattle to any
merchants—that is, full bloods. 1 respectfully request that from the
Department.

Senator PETTIGREW, When did they allow men to come in and buy
cattle?

HicH S1AR. Last year.

Senator PETTIGREW. How many of these men from the outside come
in and buy cattle?

CLARENCE THREE STARS. Itishard totell the exactnumber. There
are people buying cattle all over the reservation. It is a hard question
to tell.

Higna STAR. A fellow named Dawson bought the cattle.

Senator PETTIGREW. That is the trader?

HieH STAR. Yes. Hispartner thereis Mr.Comer. He bought cattle
from yearlings up to two-year-olds from Indians, and when he bought
them turned them right on the reservation and let them grow up. I
know I had five head rounded up at my place. Isold thosecattle. They
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