




























































































32 CLAIM OF BEN HOLLADAY.
Afficarit of R. J. Sgotswool.

TERRITORY OF COLORADO,
County of Arapahoe, ss:

Robert J. Spotswood, being duly sworn, on oath deposes and says

That he is the division agent of the Overland Stage Line, Ben. Holla-
day, proprietor, on the division of said road or line, extending from the
City of Denver, in the Territory of Colorado, to the North Platte River, in
the Territory of Dakota, and has been such agent during all the time
hereinafter mentioned ; that at the time and places following, the prop-
erty belonging to Ben. Holladay, proprietor of- said stage line, and
herecinatter mentioned, was run oft and taken away by Indians; that is
to say:

In the month of June, A. D. 1865, at Elk Mountain Station, on said
road, twenty-two head of mules, four head of horses, and two ponies
were run off and taken away as aforesaid. In the said month of June,
at Sulphur Spring Station, on said road, six mules and one horse were
run off and taken away as aforesaid. In the month of July, in said
year, at Medicine Bow Station, on said division of said road, two ponies
were run off and taken away as aforesaid. In the mounth of July, in
said year, at Rock Creek Station, on said division on said road, one
pony was run off and taken away as aforesaid.

At Cooper Creek Station, on said division on said road, in the said
month of July, one pony was run off and taken away as aforesaid.

At Willow Springs, on said division of said road, and in the month
of August in said year, six mules, two horses, and one pony were run
off and taken away as aforesaid.

At Virginia Dale, on said division of said road, and in the months of
July and August in said year, two mules were ran oft and taken away
as aforesaid ; also one mare and colt, and eight cows.

At Stonewall Station, on said division of said road, and in the month
of August in said year, two yoke or four oxen were run off and taken
away as aforesaid.

And the said deponent further saith that at the times and places
hereinafter mentioned the following property of Ben. Holladay, vro-
prietor of said stage line, was destroyed by Indians, as aforesaid ; that
is to say:

At Medicine Bow Station, on said division of sai' road and stage
line, aud in the month of July in said year, A. D. 1865, the corral or
inclosure for stock was destroyed by Indians as aforesaid.

At Rock Creek Station, oun said division of said road, and in the said
month of July, one corral or inclosure for stock destroyed as aforesaid.

At Cooper Creek, on said division of said road, and in the said month
of July, the corral or inclosure for stock was destroyed; also at the
same time and place, the doors and windows of the station-house were
destroyed, and one large cooking stove and one box stove were broken,
the value of which said doors, windows, and stoves, at said station of
Cooper Creek, deponent believes to have been the sum of three hundred
dollars.

At Little Laramie Station, on said division of said road, and in the
month of August in said year, the station or stage-house, and the cor-
ral or inclosure for stock was burnt and destroyed. At Willow Springs,
on said division and road, and in the month of August in said year, one
corral destroyed, but whether by Indians or otherwise, after the Indians
compelled the same to be abandoned, deponent cannot say.

And depouent further saith that at the times and places hereinafter

















































48 CLAIM OF BEN HOLLADAY.

Q. How far is that break 2—A. About 280 miles. Virginia Dale was
my headquarters, where I kept all of my extra stock, extra supply of
grain, and all extras appertaining to running stage-lines, and that made
it a very important point. I had more supplies and more soldiers there
than at any other point on the route. Some time in August this station
was attacked by a large band of Indians. We fought them for two days,
and it was only by the most strenuous eflorts the station was saved
from capture and being burned. They killed James Innis, an employé
of the company. Two men were wounded and a bull and mule killed.

Q. How many men on Stewart’s division were killed }—A. He had
two men killed at Sage Creek in 1865. He had three or four killed
altogether.

- Q. How many men were killed on your division —A. In 1865 and
1866 there were four employés killed.

E. I'. HOOKER sworn.

By Senator CAMERON :

Q. Where do you reside 2—A. Des Moines, Iowa.

Q. "What is your business —A. Railroading is my business.

Q. WkLat business have you generally been engaged in ?—A. Staging
all my life—that is, since 1840,

Q. Where did you commence staging 2—A. In Ohio.

- Q. In your business, did you ever run a stage-line from Fort Kearney
to Denver ?—A, Yes, sir.

Q. In what years 2—A. 1860 and 1861, I think it was.

Q. Had you any difficulties at that time on the road 2—A. Nothing
serious.

Q. What year did you stop running to Denver ?—A. The fall of 1861.
We sold out to the C. O. C. and Pike’s Peak Express Company, 1 think,
in the fall of 1861.

Q. That was a line between Fort Kearney and Denver 2—A. Between
Fort Kearney and Central City by way of Denver,

Q. Did you ever pass over the line after you sold out ?—A. Yes, sir.

Q. What year?—A. I passed over it once when Mr. Holladay owned
it.
Q. Do you recollect the year 2—A. I think it was in 1863 I was fre-
quently at Fort Kearney. )

Q. Were there any Indian depredations on the road when youn passed
over it after selling it?—A. No, sir.

Q. Do you know anything about the character of the stock of the over-
land road after Mr. Holladay commenced running it ?—A. Very well;
I know all about it.

. Q. What was the character of the stock used 7—A. Mostly mules,
west of Fort Kearney.

Q. In your judgment, what was a fair price for such animals as were
used on that road ?—A. The average cost of those mules would be about
$200.

Q. How about the horses 2—A. The horses cost about the same ; that
would be the average cost of them.

Q. Do you recollect the road between Julesburg and Denver 3—A.,
Yes, sir; know all about it.

Q. What was the nature of the road —A. It was a heavy, sandy road,
‘most of it, all but about the last thirty miles.































































































































