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kee and Creek delegates addressed a communication to this office, con-
taining certain papers (copies of letter and inclosures herewith), and
calling attention to the attempts of citizens of the United States to take
possession of certain lands in the Indian Territory.,

Inclosed in the aforesaid communication is a copy of a letter upon .
this subject, addressed to E. C. Boudinot, esq., of this city, by Augustus
Albert, esq., of Baltimore, dated the 25th of March last, and of Mr,
Boudinot’s reply thereto, dated 31st of the same month.

The above-mentioned papers were forwarded to the department with
office report of the 19th ultimo (copy herewith), in which a statement is
made of the various treaties and laws under which these lands were set
apart for Indian purposes, and requesting that public notice be given
informing all persons that the lands named are not subject to entry, and
that stringent measures will be adopted to suppress any attempt to
locate in the Indian Territory, and that the provisions of the intercourse
laws will be enforced against any person other than an Indian found
living there.

On April 21, 1879, the Cherokee and Creek delegates addressed
another communication to this office (copy herewith), presenting further
information upon the subject of this invasion, which communication was
referred to the department for consideration, in connection with office
report of April 19.

On April 22, 1879, M. P. Roberts, esq., addressed a communication to
this office (copy herewlth) upon this same subject, which was forwarded
to the department with office letter of April 25, for consideration, with
office report of April 19.

By department letter of the 25th ultimo (copy herewith), the honor-
able Secretary of the Interior decided that no authorued settlement
could be made by any person in the Indian Territory except under the
provisions of the intercourse laws, and instructed this office to direct
the agents and officers of the Indian service to use their utmost vigi-
lance in the removal of all such unauthorized persons as may attempt
to appropriate by settlement any of the lands aforesaid.

On the 26th of April, the President issued a proclamation (copy here-
with), admonishing and warning all persons intending or proposing to
remove upon lands in the Indian Territory, without permission of the
proper agent of the Indian Department, against any attempt to so
remove or settle upon any of the lands of said Territory, and notifying
any and all such persons who may so offend that they will speedily and
immediately be removed therefrom by the agent, according to the laws
made and provided, and if necessary the aid and assistance of the
military forces will be invoked to carry into execution the laws of the
United States.

On April 30, this office addressed communications to the several agents
in the Indian Territory (copy herewith), inclosing a copy of department
decision of the 25th and of the President’s proclamation of the 26th
ultimo, instructing them to notify all persons attempting to reside in
the Indian Territory contrary to law to remove therefrom, and authoriz-
ing thein to use all the force at their command, police or otherwise, to
effect the removal of all such intruders, and in case they are unable to
remove such persons, to make report of any and all such cases to this office,
in order that the proper authorities may direct the military forces of the
United States to remove such intruders.

By letter of the 30th ultimo (copy herewith), the honorable Secretary
of War informed the department that there were troops at various points
available for the purpose of removing these trespassers, and requested
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OFFICE OF THE INDIAN JOURNAL,
M. P. RoBERTS, PUBLISHER AND PROPRIETOR,
INDIAN TERRITORY, CREEK NATION,
Muskogee, April 22, 1879,

Sir: I am reliably informed, from a trustworthy source, that a colony
of 1,200 persons are being formed at different points in Kansas, notably
at Kansas City and Cofteyville, to invade the Indian Territory.

They are to meet at the latter place May 5, fully armed for all emer-
gencies, thence to proceed to the unoccupied lands west of the Creek,
Pottawatomie, and Chickasaw Reservation, for the purpose of taking
possession of those lands, upon which they intend to settle colonies from
the States other than Indian.

They claim to be acting under an opinion of the honorable Secretary
Schurz, to the effect that there are from two to two and a half millions
of acres there subject to pre-emption and settlement by the citizens of
the United States other than friendly Indians and freedmen, and they
go in to occupy and hold, the object and purpose being to gain a foot-
hold and bring pressure to bear on the opening of the Territory.

They claim that the United States is powerless to keep them out or
to force them out after they once locate there; to try the Black Hills
way, expecting the same results.

You will please inform me if these parties are acting with the knowl-
edge and approval of the Department of the Interior, and how far their
statement as to land subject to pre-emption is true. Is there any lands
within the Indian Territory subject to entry ; and, if so, where and by
what process ¢

This matter has been discussed by leading Cherokees, Creeks, Choc-
taws, and Chickasaws in a manner that would indicate serious compli-
cations and trouble in the event of the attempt to colonize United States
citizens being carried out.

That you may know what weight to give my statement made above,
I beg to refer you to the Creek or Cherokee delegates now in Washing-
ton.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
M. P. ROBERTS,
Editor Indian Jowrnal,
Hon. A. S. HAYT,
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Washington, D). C.

P. S.—I should be pleased to receive a copy of the report of the Pat-
terson committee and such other documents from the Indian Bureau as
may be of general interest, and also the latest map of the Indian Ter-
ritory.

BALTIMORE, March 25, 1879,
No. 4 North Howard St.

DEAR SIR: In the Chicago Times of February 17 I noticed a com-
munication of yours, in which you state there are several million acres
of land in the Indian Territory which have been purchased by the gen-
eral government from the Indian tribes therein, and that they are now
a part of the public lands of the United States.

This article has been extensively copied and commented upon by the
press East and West, causing great and growing interest on the part of
thousands for fuller information, to meet which, will you please give
answer to the following questions:

1. As to exact amount purchased.
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I am constantly receiving upon this subject, I have had made a plain
but accurate map which I inclose with this letter.
I shall be glad to furnish maps and such further information as may
be requested.
Very respectfully, yours, &e.,
‘ E. C. BOUDINOT.
Hon. AUGUSTUS ALBERT,
No. 4 North Howard St., Baltimore, Md.

COPY OF SLIP FROM SEDALIA DAILY DEMOCRAT.

The B. I. T—Judge T. C. Sears, direct from Washington, interviewed.
He says the Indian Territory will be opened up to white settlers at
an early day. The Committees on Territories are in favor of prompt
action. If Congress don't open it the people will. Fourteen million acres
of public land open to settlement. A new bill in progress of preparation.

A Democrat reporter hearing that Judge T. C. Sears, attorney-general
of the M., K. & T., arrived by the evening train yesterday, direct from
‘Washington, gave him time to take a bath and change his linen before
subjecting him to an interview upon the subject of his visit to Wash-
ington—the opening up of the Indian Territory to white settlement.

The judge was found snugly ensconced in his cosy parlor at Sicher’s, and,
it could be seen at a glance, was in a communicative mood. The reporter
made known his mission—that of learning something with regard to the
status of affairs relating to the Indian Territory—and agreed to do but
little cross-questioning, which assurance was received with a self-satisfied
smile, and without further preliminaries the interview was under full
sail.

Judge SEARS. My principal business in Washington was to look
after the organization of new committees, particularly the Committees
on Indian Affairs and Territories both in the House and Senate. The
Senate committees, as you are aware, are appointed by the Senate itself,
and not by the presiding officer of the body. Both of the political par-
ties appointed a snbcommittee to arrange for the recommendation of
persons from each of the representative parties upon the different stand-
ing committees. These recommendations were reported to the Senate
and adopted, and the persons suggested were appointed.

REPORTER. The committees have been published, but there are many
like myself, who have forgotten who compose them.

JUDGE. The Committee on Territories of the Senate consists of Gar-
land of Arkansas, Butler of South Carolina, Vest of Missouri, Slater of
Oregon, Saunders of Nebraska, Kellogg of Louisiana, and Logan of Illi-
nois. .

REPORTER. What seems to be the sentiment of the committeemen
upon the subject of opening up the Territory?

JUDGE. Every member of the committee are in favor of some imme-
diate legislation looking to the opening of the Indian Territory for white
. settlement. The committee is an exceedingly able one, consisting, as
will be seen, of some of the ablest men in the Senate. Garland, Kellogg,
and Saunders were on the committee which reported the bill of last
winter. These gentlemen are all considerably interested in the subject,
‘and have already commenced an investigation of the matter.

REPORTER. How about the House committee ?
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Done at the city of Washington, this twenty-sixth day of April, in the
year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and seventy-nine, and of
the Independence of the United States one hundred and third.

RUTHERFORD B. HAYES.

By the President :

WiLLiAM M. EVARTS,
Secretary of State.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,
- Washington, April 30, 1879.

Sq. ‘

U. 8. Indian Agent, Agency, Indian Territory :

S1r: Information having reached this office respecting an anticipated
attempt by citizens of the United States and others to possess them-
selves, under guise of settlement, of a large portion of the Indian Terri-
tory, embracing thelands acquired by the treaties of 1866, with the various .
Indian nations or tribes in that Territory, the subject was reported to
the department by this office on the 19th instant.

By decision of the honorable Secretary of the Interior, under date of
the 25th instant (copy herewith), all such persons are declared to be
intruders, and this office is directed to instruct the agents and officers
of the Indian service to use their utmost vigilance in the removal of all
such unauthorized persons as may attempt to appropriate by settle-
ment any of the aforesaid lands.

I also inclose, herewith, a copy of a proclamation issued on the 26th
instant by the President, warning all persons intending or preparing to
remove upon said lands or into the Indian Territory without the per-
mission of the proper agent of the Indian Department, against any at-
tempt to so remove or settle upon any of the lands of said Territory,
and that all such persons who may so offend will be speedily and im-
mediately removed therefrom by the agent, and, if necessary, the assist-
ance of the military forces of the United States will be invoked to effect
such removal.

You are therefore instructed to notify all persons attempting to reside
in the Indian Territory contrary to law to remove therefrom, and you
are authorized to use all the force at your command, police or other-
wise, to effect the removal of all snch intruders, and in case you are una-
ble to remove such persons, you will make prompt report of any and all
cases, giving names, &c., for the information of this office, in order that
the proper authorities may direct the military forces of the United
States to remove such intruders. .

—

8

Very respectfully,
(Signed) E. A. HAYT,
Commissioner.
MAXWELL.

‘WAR DEPARTMENT,
Washkington City, April 30, 1879.
Sir: In compliance with your request, I have the honor to inform you
that there are troops available, which can be used to support the authori-
ties of your department in removing trespassers from the Indian Terri-
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the western end of the Wichita Mountains. In view of the present
excitement, I have thought it best to again renew this information and
to state my belief in the existence there of these minerals, this belief
being strengthened by additional information received from time to time

since.
P. H. SHERIDAN,
Lieutenant-General.

[Telegram.]

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY,
Washington, D. C., May 9, 1879.
General P. H. SHERIDAN,
Commanding Division, Chicago, Ill.:

I well recall your former opinion of minerals in the Wichita Mount-
ains. I do not understand the present invasion of the Territory is by
miners, but by farmers; yet it may be advisable to have a thorough offi-
cial exploration, so that we may know the exact truth. I attach little
value to gold deposits, but they create an excitement which it is almost

impossible to resist.
W. T. SHERMAN,
General.

L Telegram.]
Cuicaco, May 9, 1879.

To ADJUTANT-GENERAL,
Washington, D. C.:

The officer at Wichita telegraphs: No excitement here; no organized
body. Nearly every emigrant train passing through has been visited.
Some few acknowledge that they were going into Territory, but are now
disposed to obey proclamation. About twenty-five teams pass here
daily, but a good many intend locating in Kansas. A few emigrants
were met by Lieutenant Claggett coming out of the Territory. I think
the proclamation will be respected. Captain Clapp arrived to-day in
charge of Cheyenne Indians. Agent Miles arrived yesterday. DBoth
give assurances that no settlers, so far as they know, have entered or
located within eighteen miles on either side of the Fort Reno trail.

P. H. SHERIDAN,
Lieutenant-General,

{Telegram. ]

CHICAGO, ILL., May 9, 1879.
[Received, Washington, May 9—3.54 p. m.]

To General W. T. SHERMAN,
Washington, D. C. :

I have your telegram of this date. I fully understand the present
attempted invasion of the Indian Territory. My telegran of yesterday
was simply to give information of other disturbing interests in the Terri-
tory. A few adventurers have gone to Wichita Mountains.

P. H, SHERIDAN,
Lieutenant-General.
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[Telegram. ]
CHICAGO, ILL., May 9, 1879,
General E. DD, TOWNSEND,
Washington, D. C. :

The following dispateh, just received from headquarters Depart-
ment of the Missouri, is forwarded for information of the General of the
Army.

P. H. SHERIDAN,
Licutenant-General.

“Officer at Vinita reports that Indian Agent Haworth informs him
that he has spent two days on Quapaw lands; found many claims marke
off, with claimants’ names on trees. Claimants all gone; most of them
from Kansas and Missouri. The officer at Wichita reports quite a num-
ber of persons have passed through en route to the Territory, but news
having reached them of he intention of the government, some have re-
turned and others have settled in Kansas. An officer from the canton-
ment reports that on his way out he met several parties coming out of
the Territory. .

“PLATT, A. A. Q7

[Telegran.]
. Curcaco, May 10, 1879.
To ADJUTANT-GENERAL,
Washington, D. C.:

The following dispatch from Lieutenant-Colonel Bradley, who was sent
from these headquarters to Baxter Springs, is repeated for information
of the General of the Army.

P. H. SHERIDAN,
Lieutenant-General.

“ BAXTER SPRINGS, KANs., May 10.
“ADJUTANT-GENERAL,
“ Military Division of the Missourt, Chicago:

“Reached here last night with Captain Ilsley, of General Pope’s staff.
There is no indication of any settlers going into the Indian Territory
from this point. Some of the citizens of this and adjoining counties
have gone into the Territory and staked out claims in a strip of country
directly south of here, returning to their homes afterwards. This strip
of country, about three miles by nine, is said to have been purchased of
the Quapaws Dby the government. I am going over to this Quapaw
country to-day, and will report on my retuwrn.

“BRADLEY,
¢ Lieutenant-Colonel.”

[Telegram.’
CuicAaco, ILL., May 12, 1879,
General E. D. TOWNSEND,
Washington :

The following dispatch is repeated for the information of the General
of the Army. The four companies of the Twenty-second Infantry are
not especially wanted in Texas, and I will let them remain until next
fall, or longer, at Gibson.

P. H. SHERIDAN,

Lieutenant-General.
S. Ex. 20——3






