
INFORMATION TO USERS

This material was produced from a microfilm copy of the original document. While 
the most advanced technological means to  photograph and reproduce this document 
have been used, the quality is heavily dependent upon the quality of the original 
submitted.

The following explanation of techniques is provided to  help you understand 
markings or patterns which may appear on this reproduction.

1. The sign or "target" for pages apparently lacking from the document 
photographed is "Missing Page(s)". If it was possible to  obtain the missing 
page(s) or section, they are spliced into the film along with adjacent pages. 
This may have necessitated cutting thru an image and duplicating adjacent 
pages to insure you complete continuity.

2. When an image on the film is obliterated with a large round black mark, it 
is an indication that the photographer suspected that the copy may have 
moved during exposure and thus cause a blurred image. You will find a 
good image of the page in the adjacent frame.

3. When a map, drawing or chart, etc., was part of the material being 
photographed the photographer followed a definite method in 
"sectioning" the material. It is customary to begin photoing at the upper 
left hand corner of a large sheet and to continue photoing from left to 
right in equal sections with a small overlap. If necessary, sectioning is 
continued again — beginning below the first row and continuing on until 
complete.

4. The majority of users indicate that the textual content is of greatest value, 
however, a somewhat higher quality reprodtsction could be made from 
"photographs" if essential to  the understanding of the dissertation. Silver 
prints of "photographs" may be ordered at additional charge by writing 
the Order Department, giving the catalog number, title, author and 
specific pages you wish reproduced.

5. PLEASE NOTE: Some pages may have indistinct print. Filmed as 
received.

Xerox University Microfilms
300 North Zeeb Road
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48106



76-8324
BLACK, Shirley Jean, 1935- NAPOLEON III AND THE FRENCH INTERVENTION IN MEXICO; A QUEST FOR SILVER.

The University of Oklahoma, Ph.D., 1974 History, modern

Xerox University Microfilms, Ann A rbor, M ichigan 48106

0  1975

SHIRLEY JEAN BLACK

ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

THIS DISSERTATION HAS BEEN MICROFILMED EXACTLY AS RECEIVED.



THE UNIVERSITY OP OlCIAHOMA 

GRADUATE COLLEGE

NAPOLEON I I I  AND THE FRENCH INTERVENTION IN MEXICO:

A QUEST FOR SILVER

A DISSERTATION 

SUBMITTED TO THE GRADUATE PACUI/PY 

i n  p a r t i a l  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  th e  r e q u ir e m e n ts  f o r  th e

d e g re e  o f  

DOCTOR OF PHILOSOPHY

BY

SHIRLEY J .  BLACK 

Norman, Oklahoma) 

197k



NAPOLEON I I I  AND THE FRENCH INTERVENTION IN MEXICO:

A QUEST FOR SILVER

APPROVED BY

DISSEHTAtTION COMMITTEE



To my d a u g h te r s  

C h e r i C h a r le e  

and

J e a n i  C h a r is se  

an d  to  th e  memory 

o f  t h e i r  f a t h e r



TABLE OF CONTENTS

PREFACE V

C h a p te r

I .  INTRODUCTION........................................................... 1

I I .  THE LEGEND OF SILVER IN SONORA . . . .  10

I I I .  THE FRENCH NEED FOE S IL V E R .............................. 50

IV . FRENCH EXPEDITIONS TO SONORA, 1 8 5 1 -
1 8 5 4 .....................................................................................87

V. JEAN BAPTISTE JECKER: CATALYST FOR
FRENCH INTERVENTION IN MEXICO........................129

V I. WILLIAM MCKENDREE GVIN: IMPERIAL
ENTREPRENEUR FOR SONORA...................................... 157

V I I .  THE LAST FRENCH THRUST TOWARD SONORA . 206

V I I I .  CONCLUSION...................................................................247

APPENDIX..................................  251

BIBLIOGRAPHY  ............................................................ 295



PREFACE

I  am in d e b te d  to  many p e o p le  f o r  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  

and  h e l p f u l n e s s .  Pfy- r e s e a r c h  on th e  F re n c h  i n t e r 

v e n t io n  b e g an  se v e n  y e a r s  a g o . W ith  i n i t i a l  ' 

e n co u rag em en t from  P r o f e s s o r  B r i s on D. G ooch, I  

becam e i n t r i g u e d  w i th  th e  som etim es e n ig m a tic  

f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  o f  N apo leon  I I I .  P r o f e s s o r  S a v o ie  

L o t t i n v i l l e ,  an  i n s p i r i n g  t e a c h e r ,  s p e n t  many h o u rs  

r e a d in g  m a n u s c r ip ts  and  p r o v id in g  g u id a n c e  and 

f r i e n d s h i p .  Two f r i e n d s ,  P r o f e s s o r s  D oug las H ale  

and  Jo e  S to u t  a t  Oklahoma S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  i n  

S t i l l w a t e r ,  u n s e l f i s h l y  gave  o f  t h e i r  t im e  a s  th e y  

r e a d  ro u g h  d r a f t s  and  b ro u g h t  docum ent c o l l e c t i o n s  

to  my a t t e n t i o n .

I  am g r a t e f u l  f o r  th e  i n t e r e s t  and a id  o f  

l i b r a r i a n s  and  d i r e c t o r s  o f  s p e c i a l  c o l l e c t i o n s .  

P r o f e s s o r  Duane R o l l e r  o f  th e  D eG olyer C o l l e c t i o n  

and  M rs. A l ic e  Timmons o f  th e  F ra n k  P h i l l i p s  C o l le c 

t i o n ,  b o th  a t  th e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  O klahom a, w ere 

p a r t : 'c u l a r l y  h e l p f u l .  B e r ta  U l lo a  a t  E l C o le g io  

de M exico d o n a te d  many h o u rs  o f h e r  t im e  i n  

M exico C i t y .  P r o f e s s o r  R . Jo h n  R a th  s u p p o r t i v e l y



opened  to  me th e  v a s t  m a n u s c r ip t  c o l l e c t i o n s  a t  R ice  

U n i v e r s i t y .  O th e rs  t o  whom I  am in d e b te d  in c lu d e  

Ms. C a ro ly n  Sung o f  th e  D iv is io n  o f  M a n u s c r ip ts  a t  

th e  L ib r a r y  o f  C o n g re ss  an d  l i b r a r i a n s  a t  th e  

H u n tin g to n  L ib r a r y  i n  San M a rin o , C a l i f o r n i a ,  and  a t  

t h e  s e v e r a l  l i b r a r i e s  o f  s p e c i a l  s o u rc e s  a t  th e  

U n iv e r s i ty  o f  T exas i n  A u s t in .

c o m m itte e — P r o f e s s o r s  R o b e r t  R y e , G ordon 

Drummond, J o n a th a n  S p u rg e o n , an d  D ougald  C a lhoun—  

d e s e rv e  an  a p p r e c i a t i v e  w ord o f  t h a n k s . d i s s e r t a 

t i o n  d i r e c t o r ,  Max L . M oorhead, i s  v e ry  s p e c i a l  

in d e e d .  An e x a c t in g  s c h o la r  and  a  p a t i e n t  g u id e ,  

he  u n s t i n t i n g l y  gave  o f  h i s  t im e ,  e v a lu a t i n g  my 

w ork f o r  f i v e  lo n g  y e a r s .  I  am m ost g r a t e f u l  f o r  

h i s  c o n tin u o u s  s u p p o r t .

vx



" I t  h a s  o f t e n  b e e n  s a i d  t h a t  men a r e  b l i n d  t o  t h e i r  

own t im e s .  To be g e n e r o u s ,  l e t  u s  s a y  t h a t  th e y  

a re  m e re ly  v e ry  s h o r t - s i g h t e d .  T h ro u g h o u t h i s t o r y ,  

t h e r e  a re  many e x a m p le s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  o f  g ro u p s  

o f  p e o p le  who t o t a l l y  f a i l e d  to  p e r c e iv e  th e  g r e a t  

e v e n ts  w h ich  w ere u n f o ld in g  b e fo r e  t h e i r  e y e s .  T h is  

phenom enon h a s  becom e a  com m onplace. B ut p e rh a p s  we 

c a n  d e f in e  th e  p r o c e s s  m ore c l e a r l y  by  n o t in g  t h a t  

among th e  w hole  ra n g e  o f  human a c t i v i t y  t h e r e  a re  

c e r t a i n  a r e a s  i n  w h ich  b l in d n e s s  o r  m y o p ia  o f  co n 

te m p o r a r ie s  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  n o t i c e a b l e ;  a t  th e  

h e a d  o f  th e  l i s t  come econom ic  e v e n t s . "

— M a rc e l B la n c h a rd *

♦M arcel B la n c h a rd ,  "The R a ilw a y  P o l i c y  o f  th e  
Second  E m p ire ,"  t r a n s .  b y  Jo h n  G o d fre y ; P . 
C ro u z e t ,  W. H. C h a lo n e r  and  W. M. S t e r n ,  e d s . ,  
E s s a y s  i n  E u ro p e a n  Econom ic H i s t o r y . 1 7 8 9 -1 9 1 4 . 
The Econom ic H i s t o r y  S o c i e ty  (New l o r k ;  S t .  
M a r t i n 's  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 9 ) ,  p .  9 8 .



NAPOLEON I I I  AND THE FRENCH INTERVENTION IN MEXICO:

A QUEST FOR SILVER

CHAPTER I  

INTRODUCTION

F o r o v e r  a  c e n tu r y ,  h i s t o r i a n s  have  t r i e d  

to  d e te rm in e  th e  m o t iv a t io n s  f o r  th e  F re n c h  i n t e r 

v e n t io n  in  M exico . S a ra  Yorke S te v e n s o n , one o f  th e  

few  i m p a r t i a l  o b s e r v e r s  o f  th e  M exican E m p ire , a d m it te d  

t h a t  she  was u n a b le  t o  f i n d  any  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  i t s  

e s ta b l i s h m e n t  by  N apo leon  I I I .  To h e r ,  i t  was s im p ly  

s e n s e l e s s .^  H i s t o r i a n s ,  how ever, n e v e r  s to p p e d  a s k in g  

why th e  F re n c h  became in v o lv e d  t h e r e .

C on tem porary  e v a l u a t i o n s ,  g e n e r a l l y  fo c u s in g  

on th e  J e c k e r  b o n d s , w ere v o lu m in o u s . C a r le to n  B e a ls ,  

i n  a  fo re w o rd  t o  th e  m em oirs o f  J o s e  B la s io ,  M a x im ilia n ’ s 

s e c r e t a r y ,  w ro te ,  " I f  e v e ry  s o l d i e r  o f  N apo leon  I

S a ra  Yorke S te v e n s o n , M a x im ilia n  i n  M exico: 
A W oman's R e m in isc e n c e s  o f  th e  F re n c h  I n t e r v e n t i o n . 
1 8 6 2 -186?  (N .Y .1 The C e n tu ry  Co. ,  1Ô99 ) •



c a r r i e d  a  m a r s h a l 's  b a to n  i n  h i s  k n a p sa c k , a p p a r e n t ly  

e v e ry  l i t e r a t e  s o l d i e r  o f  N apoleon I I I  c a r r i e d  an  

u n p u b lis h e d  m a n u s c r ip t ." ^  E m ile de K e r a t r y ,  an  o f f i c e r  

u n d e r  M a rsh a l B a z a in e , commander o f  th e  F re n c h  f o r c e s ,  

echoed  p u b l ic  o p in io n  by  assum ing  t h a t  th e  J e c k e r  c la im s , 

th o u g h  f r a u d u l e n t ,  w ere th e  r e a s o n  f o r  th e  e x p e d i t i o n .^  

C a r l  H. Bock, i n  h i s  e x te n s iv e  s tu d y ,  e l im in a te d  them  

a s  th e  m o tiv e  a n d , w i th o u t  f i n d in g  an  a l t e r n a t i v e  c a u s e , 

d e te rm in e d  t h a t  th e  J e c k e r  bonds w ere m e re ly  a  p r e t e x t
IL y /

f o r  i n t e r v e n t i o n .  B oth  K e r a t ry  and  Bock m e n tio n e d , 

b u t  d id  n o t  e x p lo r e ,  J e c k e r 's  c la im  to  o n e - t h i r d  o f  

s i l v e r - r i c h  S o n o r a 's  p u b l i c  la n d s .

D e x te r  P e rk in s  c o n te n d ed  i n  1933 t h a t  no f u r 

t h e r  s tu d y  o f  th e  c a u se  o f  i n t e r v e n t i o n  was n e c e s s a r y ,  

a s  Count Egon C a e s a r  C o r t i  had e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  N a p o le o n 's  

d e fe n s e  o f  m onarch ism  i n  th e  w e s te rn  h e m isp h e re  was th e

J o s ^  L u is  B la s io ,  M a x im ilia n : E m peror o f  M exico .
M em oirs o f  H is P r i v a t e  S e c r e t a r y , e d . and  t r a n s .  by  R o b e rt 
Hammond M urray , w i th  a  fo re w o rd  by C a r le to n  B e a ls  (New 
Haven : Y ale  U n iv e r s i ty  P r e s s ,  19343 .

*5 ^  ■   y

^E m ile  de K e r a t r y ,  Jba c ré a n c e  J e c k e r .  l e s  i n 
d e m n ité s  f r a n ç a i s e s  e t  l e s  em prun ts M e x ic a in s  ( P a r i s :  
L i b r a i r i e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l e ,  1 8 6 8 ).

^ C a r l  H. Bock, P re lu d e  to  T ra g e d y : The N e g o tia 
t i o n  and  Breakdown o f  th e  T r i p a r t i t e  C o n v e n tio n  o f  London, 
O c to b e r  31 . 1861 ( P h i l a d e lp h ia ;  U n iv e r s i ty  o f  P e n n s y l-  
v a n ia  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 6 ) .



p r im a ry  m o tiv e .^  Jose" M anuel H id a lg o , th e  m a jo r  M exican 

m o n a rc h is t  i n  P a r i s  and  M a x im il ia n 's  m i n i s t e r  to  F ra n c e ,

had  e x a g g e ra te d  h i s  im p o rta n c e  i n  i n i t i a t i n g  th e  i n t e r -
6 7v e n t io n ,  and  C o r t i  a c c e p te d  H id a lg o ’ s  a s s e r t i o n s .

As an  e x te n s io n  o f  th e  m o n a rc h is t  th e o r y ,  C h r i s t i a n  

S c h e fe r  c la im e d  t h a t  P r e s id e n t  Jam es B u c h a n a n 's  expan 

s io n  p r o p o s a l s  i n  1859 p ro v o k ed  th e  i n t e r v e n t i o n .

S c h e fe r  m e n tio n e d , h u t  d id  n o t  e x p lo re  th e  r e a s o n s  t h a t  

F re n c h  d ip lo m a t ic  d e s p a tc h e s  r e a c t e d  s t r o n g l y  a g a i n s t
O

a b s o r p t io n  o f  S o n o ra  by  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .  Nancy
^  Q

N ic h o ls  B a rk e r , f i r s t  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  th e  r o l e  o f  E u g e n ie ,^

l a t e r  r e g r e t t e d  h e r  em p h asis  on th e  im p o rta n c e  o f  th e
10E m p ress . She r e c e n t l y  exam ined th e  i n t r i g u e s  o f  th e

^ D e x te r  P e r k in s ,  The Monroe D o c t r in e .  1826-1867  
(B a lt im o re I  The Jo h n s  H opkins P r e s s ,  1933)» 357» 362.

^ Jo se  M anuel H id a lg o , P ro v e c to s  de m o n arq u ia  en  
M exico (M exico I F . V azques, 1 9 0 4 J .

^C ount Egon C a e sa r  C o r t i ,  M a x im ilia n  and  C h a r lo t t e  
o f  M ex ico , t r a n s .  by C a th e r in e  A lis o n  P h i l l i p s  (2 v o l s . ;  
N. Y. :  A l f r e d  A. K nopf, 1 9 2 9 ) .

^ C h r i s t i a n  S c h e fe r ,  La g ra n d  p e n se e  de N apo leon  
I I I :  l e s  o r i g i n e s  de l 'e x p e d ï t i o n  du M exique. 1856-1862
( P a r i s : M. R i v iè r e ,  1 9 3 9 ) .

Q y
. N a n c y  N ic h o ls  B a rk e r , "The E m press E u g en ie  and 

th e  O r ig in  o f  th e  M exican V e n tu re ,"  The H i s t o r i a n . X X II, 
No. 1 (N ovem ber, 1 9 5 9 ) , p p . 9 -2 3 .

^ ^deiiL . t "M onarchy in  M exico: H a re -B ra in e d  Scheme
o r  W e ll-C o n s id e re d  P r o s p e c t ,"  (u n p u b lis h e d  s tu d y ) .



F re n ch  m i n i s t e r s  i n  M exico and  c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  t h e i r  

f i n a n c i a l  in v o lv e m e n ts  w ith  J e c k e r ,  w hich  p la y e d  a  r o l e  

i n  r e q u e s t s  f o r  F re n c h  f o r c e s ,  w ere a  c o n t in g e n t  c au se  

o f  th e  i n t e r v e n t i o n .^ ^  A g a in , how ever, d e c k e r 's  l a n d 

h o ld in g s  i n  S onora  w ere l a r g e l y  o v e r lo o k e d . E xpand ing  

b o th  C o r t i  and  S c h e fe r ,  A l f r e d  Ja c k s o n  and K a th ry n  Anna 

H anna, on th e  b a s i s  o f  th e  M arqu is de R adepon t p a p e r s ,  

a s s e r t e d  t h a t  R adepon t was th e  " a r c h i t e c t "  o f  N a p o le o n 's  

"G rand D e s ig n ,"  an  i m p e r i a l i s t i c  B o n a p a rte  p la n  to  g a in

g lo r y  f o r  F ra n c e , change r e p u b l i c s  i n t o  m o n a rc h ie s , and
12s to p  th e  e x p a n s io n  and in f lu e n c e  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .  

A lth o u g h  th e  H annas m e n tio n ed  th e  m ines o f  S o n o ra , 

th e y  f a i l e d  to  a s k  why S ono ra  seem ed so  im p o r ta n t  to  

F r a n c e .

Econom ic m o tiv e s  have a lw ay s been  c o n s id e re d  

a s  a  c au se  o f  th e  i n t e r v e n t i o n .  P e rk in s  in c lu d e d ,  a s  

s u b o r d in a te  m o tiv e s ,  N a p o le o n 's  d e s i r e  f o r  com m ercial 

e x p a n s io n , w hich  n eed ed  b o th  a  s o u rc e  o f  raw  m a t e r i a l s — 

e s p e c i a l l y  c o t to n — and a  m a rk e t f o r  F re n ch  m a n u fa c tu re d

^ ^ d e m .. ,  "The F re n c h  L e g a tio n  in  M exico : Nexus
o f  I n t e r v e n t i o n i s t s "  (u n p u b lis h e d  s tu d y ) .

12A lf r e d  Ja c k so n  H anna, and  K a th ry n  Abbey H anna, 
N apo leon  I I I  and  M exico (C h ap el H i l l :  U n iv e r s i ty  o f
N o rth  C a ro l in a  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 1 ) .



g o o d s . E a r l  S . Pom eroy expanded  P e rk in s*  a n a l y s i s  by

s u g g e s t in g  t h a t  th e  c o t to n  o f  M exico m ig h t be  a  p r im a ry
l 4c a u s e . How ever, n e i t h e r  P e r k in s  n o r  Pom eroy exam ined 

th e  im m ediacy o f  th e  F re n c h  n e ed  f o r  l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  

o f  c o t t o n .  N a p o le o n 's  c r i t i c s ,  b o th  i n  F ra n c e , i n  M exico , 

and in  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  b e l ie v e d  t h a t  th e  m a jo r  r e a s o n  

f o r  th e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  was an  econom ic o n e . E ugene L e f e v re ,  

a  F re n c h  j o u r n a l i s t  and  l i b e r a l  o p p o n en t o f  th e  Second 

E m p ire , c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  N a p o le o n 's  i n t e n s e  i n t e r e s t  in  

S o n o ra 's  m ines was th e  m a jo r  c a u s e . F r a n c i s c o  Z a rc o , 

a  fo rm e r  M exican m i n i s t e r  o f  f o r e ig n  a f f a i r s ,  a l s o  

b i t t e r l y  denounced  N a p o le o n 's  g re e d  f o r  M e x ic o 's  m in e ra l  

w e a l th ,  w hich  he c o n s id e re d  to  be " th e  m agnet o f  th e  

e x p e d i t i o n . N e i t h e r  L e fe v re  n o r  Z arco  a sk e d  why th e  

F re n ch  p e r s i s t e n t l y  w an ted  M exican s i l v e r .  S e n a to r  Jam es 

A. M cD ougall o f  C a l i f o r n i a  may have come c l o s e s t  to  a

^ ^ P e r k in s ,  Monroe D o c t r in e , p .  364 .
l4E a r l  S . Pom eroy, "F re n ch  S u b s t i t u t e s  f o r  

A m erican  C o tto n :  I 86 I - I 8 6 5 »" J o u r n a l  o f  S o u th e rn  H i s t o r y .
V o l. IX (N ovem ber, 1 9 4 3 ) , 555-5501

^ ^Eugène L e fê v re ,  é d . ,  D ocum ents o f f i c i e l s  r e 
c u e i l l i s  d an s  l a  s e c r é t a i r e  n r iv e e  dë M a x im ilia n . H is 
t o i r e  de l ' i n t e r v e n t i o n  f r a n ç a i s e  a ifM e x iq u e  (2  v o l s . ;  
B r u s s e l s :  n . p . ,  I 8 6 9 ) .

1 fi
^  A r t i c l e  by F ra n c is c o  Z a rc o , p u b l i s h e d  i n  La 

A cç io n , S a l t i l l o ,  Ju n e  1 8 , 1864 , e n c lo s e d  i n  a  d e s p a tc h  
from  Romero to  Sew ard , J u ly  1 2 , 1864 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  U . S . ,  
D ep artm en t o f  S t a t e ,  D ip lo m a tic  C o rre s p o n d e n c e . 3 9 th  
C o n g ., 1 s t  s e e s . .  P a r t  I I I ,  p .  581 .



c o n te m p o ra ry  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  N a p o le o n 's  a im s . P o in t in g  

o u t  t h a t  F ra n c e  had  no "home s u p p ly ” o f  p r e c io u s  m e ta l s ,  

M cD ougall, l i k e  L e fê v re ,  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  N apo leon  w an ted  

th e  r e p u te d ly  r i c h  s i l v e r  s t a t e  o f  S o n o r a . T h e  F re n ch  

p o e t - p o l i t i c i a n  A lphonse  L a m a r t in e , f o r e i g n  m i n i s t e r  in  

th e  e a r l y  m onths o f  th e  Second R e p u b lic  and  d e f e a te d  in  

h i s  b id  f o r  th e  p r e s id e n c y  by  L o u is  N apo leon  in  1848 , 

d e fe n d e d  F re n c h  i n t e r e s t s  i n  M e x ic o 's  m in e r a l  w e a l th ,  

L a m a r t in e , f e a r i n g  f u r t h e r  U n ite d  S t a t e s  e x p a n s io n  

to w a rd s  th e  m in es  o f  M exico , P e ru , and  S o n o ra — s e p a r a t in g  

th e  l a t t e r ,  a s  i f  i t  w ere n o t  an  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  M exico— 

b e l i e v e d  t h a t ,  u n l e s s  s to p p e d , th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  w ould 

o b ta in  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  m a jo r  g o ld  an d  s i l v e r  d e p o s i t s .

I f  t h i s  h a p p en e d , he p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  

w ould  th e n  have  m o n e ta ry  and econom ic c o n t r o l  o v e r  F r a n c e , 

a s  w e l l  a s  th e  r e s t  o f  E u ro p e . T h is  m en acin g  p o s s i b i l i t y ,

he c la im e d , was " th e  s e c r e t  th o u g h t  w hich  i n s p i r e d  th e
18M exican  e x p e d i t i o n , "  T hese c o n te m p o ra ry  a s s e s s m e n ts .

^S peech  o f  M cD ougall, F e b ru a ry  3 , I 8 6 3 , r e p r i n t e d  
i n  U , S , ,  C o n g re s s , C o n g re s s io n a l  G lo b e . 3 7 th  C ong ,, 3d 
s e s s , .  A p p en d ix , p .  9 7 .

18A r t i c l e  by  ^A lphonse L a m a r t in e , p u b l is h e d  in  
L es E n t r e t i e n s  L i t t é r a i r e s ,  N ovem ber, 1865 , r e p r i n t e d  
i n  D ip lo m a tic  C o rre sp o n d e n c e , I 8 6 5 , 3 9 th  C o n g ,, 1 s t  
s e s s , ,  P a r t  I I I ,  p ,  58I ,
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how ever, n e v e r  c o n n e c te d  th e  n eed  f o r  s i l v e r  t o  s t a b i l i z i n g  

th e  F re n c h  m o n e ta ry  s ta n d a r d  o r  a s  a  m eans o f  p a y in g  

f o r  a l t e r n a t e  c o t to n  s u p p l i e s .

T h ere  a r e  no  s i m p l i s t i c  e x p la n a t io n s  t o  com plex 

f o r e ig n  p o l i c y  m o t iv a t io n s ,  and  a l l  o f  th e  above c a u s e s  

o f  th e  F re n c h  i n t e r v e n t i o n  in  M exico a r e  e le m e n ts  o f  

v a ry in g  im p o r ta n c e . None o f  them a lo n e ,  h ow ever, seem 

to  s u f f i c i e n t l y  e x p la in  N a p o le o n 's  d e c i s i o n  to  send  

th o u sa n d s  o f  F re n c h  t r o o p s  to  M exico f o r  f i v e  y e a r s .  

A lth o u g h  Bock th o ro u g h ly  e x p lo re d  th e  d ip lo m a t ic  e v e n ts  

l e a d in g  up to  th e  T r i p a r t i t e  C o n v en tio n  o f  O c to b e r ,

1 8 6 1 , he d id  n o t  i n t e r - r e l a t e  them w ith  c o n c u r r e n t  mone

t a r y  and econom ic e v e n ts  o f  immense im p o rta n c e  to  F ra n c e , 

The q u e s t io n  h a s  re m a in e d i why w ould N apo leon  spend  

m i l l i o n s  o f  f r a n c s  to  e s t a b l i s h  a  H ab sb u rg  on a  rem o te  

th ro n e ?

T h is  d i s s e r t a t i o n  e x p lo r e s  th e  F re n c h  i n t e r v e n 

t i o n  in  M exico i n  th e  c o n te x t  o f  N a p o le o n 's  d i r e  n e e d  f o r  

s i l v e r  t o  r e l i e v e  h i s  p r e s s i n g  m o n e ta ry  and  econom ic 

p ro b le m s . W h atev e r o t h e r  c o n s id e r a t i o n s  t h e r e  may have 

b e e n , docum en ts and  s t a t i s t i c s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  F r a n c e 's  

d e a r th  o f  s i l v e r  was an  im p o r ta n t  r e a s o n  f o r  th e  i n t e r v e n 

t i o n .  O v erlo o k ed  by  p r e v io u s  h i s t o r i a n s ,  t h e r e  w ere many



q u e s t io n s  to  a s k .  Where was th e  w o r l d 's  m a jo r  su p p ly  

o f  s i l v e r ?  What p a r t  d id  th e  le g e n d  o f  s i l v e r  i n  

S o n o ra  p la y ?  What were th e  r e s u l t s  o f  th e  u n p re c e 

d e n te d  i n f l u x  o f  g o ld  from  A m erica and A u s t r a l i a ?

How s e v e r ly  d id  F r a n c e 's  l o s s  o f  s i l v e r  a f f e c t  i t s  

b i m e t a l l i c  m o n e ta ry  s ta n d a rd ?  What e f f e c t  d id  th e  

A m erican  C iv i l  War have on F r a n c e 's  so u rc e  o f  c o t to n ?  

Where c o u ld  a l t e r n a t e  s u p p l i e s  o f  raw  c o t to n  be ob

ta in e d ?  Was s i l v e r ,  th e  v e ry  m e ta l  t h a t  th e  Em peror 

la c k e d ,  r e q u i r e d  f o r  paym ent? How d id  th e  c o lo r f u l  

e x p l o i t s  o f  C ount R aoul de R a o u sse t-B o u lb o n  i n  Sonora  

f i t  in ?  What was th e  back g ro u n d  o f  J e a n  B a p t i s t e  

d e c k e r 's  c la im s  to  o n e - t h i r d  o f  th e  p u b l ic  la n d  o f  

S ono ra?  What w ere W illia m  McKendree G w in 's  p la n s  f o r  

S ono ra?  D id M a x im ilia n  deny S o n o r a 's  m in es to  F ra n ce ?  

D id F ra n c e  o b ta in  s i l v e r  from  M exico d u r in g  th e  i n t e r 

v e n t io n ?

W hile  some o f  th e s e  q u e s t io n s  a r e  n o t  f u l l y  

a n s w e ra b le ,  a  c o r r e l a t i o n  o f  m o n e ta ry  and  econom ic 

c o n d i t io n s  i n  F ra n c e  w ith  i t s  m oves to w a rd s , and  i n ,  

M exico, i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  N a p o le o n 's  n e ed  f o r  s i l v e r  had 

many r a m i f i c a t i o n s .  When one i s  d e p r iv e d ,  he s e e k s  a  

s o u rc e  o f  f u l f i l l m e n t .  The le g e n d  o f  s i l v e r  i n  S o n o ra , 

b a se d  on f a n c i f u l  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  e a s i l y  o b ta in e d  and 

p r o d ig io u s  w e a l th ,  a p p e a re d  to  be t h a t  s o u rc e  o f  

f u l f i l l m e n t  f o r  F ra n c e .



CHAPTER I I  

THE LEGEND OP SILVER IN SONORA

•Por c e n t u r i e s  M exico h ad  h e e n  th e  w o r l d 's  m a jo r  

p r o d u c e r  o f  s i l v e r ,  w h ich  am ounted  t o  an  e s t im a te d  75 

p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  t o t a l  M exican e x p o r t  v a lu e .  I n  th e  

e i g h t e e n t h -  and  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r i e s ,  e x t r a v a g a n t  

r e p o r t s  and  ru m o rs  s p r e a d  t h a t  th e  M exican s t a t e  o f  

S o n o ra  h a d  r i c h  h u t  o n ly  p a r t i a l l y  m ined  a r g e n t i f e r o u s  

s o u r c e s .^  R e g a r d le s s  o f  th e  v e r a c i t y  o f  t h e s e  a l l e g e d  

s i l v e r  s o u r c e s ,  N a p o leo n  becam e c o n v in c e d  t h a t  th e  

an sw er to  h i s  n e e d s  was i n  t h i s  d e s o l a t e  a r e a  o f  

n o r th w e s te r n  M ex ico . Through h i s  t e n a c io u s  e f f o r t s  

to  a c q u i r e  t h e  m in e s  o f  S o n o ra , w h ich  w ere  i r r e s p o n s i b l y  

r e p r e s e n t e d  a s  p o s s e s s in g  i n c r e d i b l e  s i l v e r  s u p p l i e s ,  

th e  i n t e n s i t y  o f  th e  F re n c h  n e e d  f o r  s i l v e r  i s  r e v e a l e d .

A p o r t i o n  o f  a  c o u n t r y 's  w e a l th ,  h o w e v e r, 

c a n  b e  c o v e to u s ly  o b ta in e d  o n ly  i n  p r o p o r t io n  to  

i t s  w e a k n e ss . Envy o f  M exican  m ines was n o t  new .

Prom th e  s i x t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  M exican  c o n q u e s t  by  

C o r t e s ,  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  d a r in g  a t t e m p ts  t o

^ H u b e rt Howe B a n c r o f t ,  H i s to r y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  
(7  v o l s . ;  San F r a n c i s c o :  The H i s to r y  Company,
P u b l i s h e r s ,  1 8 8 4 -1 8 9 0 ) , V I, 5 8 5 .
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c a p tu r e  a n n u a l  S p a n is h  t r e a s u r e  f l e e t s  from  V era  

C ruz t o  S e v i l l e  and  C a d iz , a s  s h ip s  u n d e r  th e  f l a g  

o f  C a s t i l e  w ere h u n te d  h y  h o th  p i r a t e s  and  p r i n c e s .  

Even when S p a n is h  k in g s  l o s t  o t h e r  p o s s e s s i o n s ,  

h o w e v e r, th e y  t e n a c i o u s l y  r e t a i n e d  New W orld 

w e a l th .  Then th e  e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n tu r y  b e g a n  i t s  

m e r c i l e s s  a t t a c k s .  N a p o leo n  B o n a p a rte  h ad  a lm o s t  

s u c c e e d e d , th r o u g h  th e  v u l n e r a b i l i t y  o f  th e  K ing

o f  S p a in  and  th e  v e n a l i t y  o f  h i s  m i n i s t e r ,  Godoy,
2

i n  d i v e r t i n g  M exican  s i l v e r  t o  P a r i s .  And when

s c a r c i t y  o f  c o in  f o r c e d  th e  Bank o f  E n g la n d  t o  s to p

s p e c ie  p a y m e n ts , th e  F re n c h  e m ig re  G e n e ra l  C h a r le s -

P ra n p o is  D um ouriez u r g e d  E n g lan d  t o  s t r i k e  a  b low

a t  b o th  S p a in  an d  N ap o leo n  b y  s e i z i n g  th e  r e s o u r c e s  
%

o f  M exico . A more s u b t l e  m enace came from  th e  

U n ite d  S t a t e s .  N e g o t i a t i n g  th e  T r e a ty  o f  P a r i s  i n  

1 7 8 3 , th e  S p a n is h  C ount de  A ran d a  had

2
G eo rg es L e f e b v r e ,  N a p o le o n , t r a n s .  b y  H en ry  

F .  S to c k h o ld  C2 v o l s . ;  New Y ork : C o lum bia  U n i v e r s i t y
P r e s s ,  1969)»  V o l. I :  From 18 B ru m aire  to  T i l s i t ,
1 7 9 9 -1 8 0 7 , p p .  232 - 2 3 7 .

^ W e ll in g to n  S u p p le m e n ta ry  D is p a tc h e s ,  V o l.
V I, c i t e d  i n  "M exico , b y  B aron  H u m b o ld t,"  C a th o l i c  
W o rld , V o l. V II ( 1 8 6 8 ) ,  p .  3 3 0 . :
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p e r s p i c a c i o u s l y  p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  

w ou ld  h e K in  h y  t a k i n g  F l o r i d a ,  t h u s  b ecom ing  m a s te r  

o f  th e  G u lf  o f  M ex ico ; th e n  th e y  w o u ld  t r y  t o  c o n -
Zl

q u e r  th e  v a s t  em p ire  o f  New S p a in .

In  t h e  d ecad e  fro m  1851 to  1 8 6 1 , M e x ic o 's  

a b i l i t y  to  r e s i s t  f o r e i g n  a g g r e s s io n  w aned . D u rin g  

t h e s e  same y e a r s  th e  F re n c h  s e a r c h  f o r  s i l v e r  b e g a n  

t o  c e n t e r  on S o n o ra , a p p a r e n t l y  i n  im m in en t d a n g e r  

o f  e i t h e r  c o n q u e s t  o r  s e c e s s i o n .  The p u r p o r t e d  

s i l v e r  i n  S o n o ra  was a  m ira g e  i n  w h ic h  N ap o leo n  

saw w h a t h e  d e s p e r a t e l y  w a n ted  t o  s e e ,  b u t  i f  r e a l  

i t  c o u ld  h a v i  l e d  t o  m o n e ta ry  r e s u s i t a t i o n  f o r  F ra n c e , 

By 1 8 6 3 , m in in g  e n g in e e r s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  S o n o r a 's  

m in e r a l  w e a l th  w as g r e a t e r  th a n  t h a t  o f  an y  o t h e r  

M exican  s t a t e . ^

M em oria s e c r e t a  p r e s e n t a d a  a l  r e y  C a r lo s  
I I I ,  r e p r i n t e d  i n  J o s é  M anuel H id a lg o ,  P r o y e c to s  
de m o n a rq u ia  e n  M éxico (M éx ico : F . V azq u ez , 19Ü 4),
p .  2 8 1 .

^ S . W. In g e  t o  Mowry, San F r a n c i s c o ,  
F e b r u a r y  2 2 , 1 8 6 3 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  S y l v e s t e r  Mowry, 
A r iz o n a  and  S o n o ra  : The G eog raphy  . H i s t o r y . and
R e s o u rc e s  o f  th e  s i l v e r  R e g io n  o f  N o r th  A m erica  

e d .  r e v . ;  iïew Y ork : W arper & È r o tb e r s ,
P u b l i s h e r s ,  1 8 6 4 ) ,  p p .  1 9 7 -1 9 8 .
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In  th e  d e c a d e s  p r e c e d in g  th e  F re n c h  i n t e r 

v e n t io n  i n  M ex ico , num erous b o o k s an d  a r t i c l e s  gave  

f a n c i f u l  b u t  d r a m a tic  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  S o n o r a 's  s i l v e r .  

In  a  s t u ( ^  w r i t t e n  a s  e a r l y  a s  179^» th e  German J e s u i t ,  

Ig n a z  P f e f f e r k o r n ,  t r i e d  " to  l i f t  o u t  o f  o b s c u r i t y "  

t h i s  " v e ry  n o te w o r th y "  M exican  p r o v in c e ;  he  c la im e d  

t h a t  S o n o r a 's  m in es  made i t  one o f  th e  m ost im p o r ta n t  

a r e a s  i n  a l l  S p a n is h  A m e ric a .^  D ra m a tiz in g  a  m ine 

a t  C an an ea , he  w r o te ,  " Im ag in e  a  h a l l  d ra p e d  w i th  

t a p e s t r i e s  in te rw o v e n  w i th  s i l v e r  from  to p  to  

b o tto m ; so  on a l l  s i d e s  e v e r y th in g  w as s t r e a k e d  w i th
7

p u re  s i l v e r . "  Even t h a t  w e a l th  was s u p e rc e d e d  

i n  P r im e r i a  A l t a ,  w h ic h  su p p o s e d ly  c o n ta in e d  

th e  m ost fam ous and  r i c h e s t  s i l v e r  m ine y e t  d i s 

c o v e re d  i n  S o n o ra  o r  i n  a l l  o f  New S p a in  's i n c e  th e

Ig n a z  P f e f f e r k o r n ,  S o n o ra ; A D e s c r ip t i o n  
o f  t h e  P r o v i n c e , t r a n s .  by  T heodo re  E . i r e u t l e i n  
( .A lb u q u erq u e : The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  New M exico P r e s s ,
1 9 4 9 ) ,  D e d ic a t io n  P a g e ;  p .  2 1 . F i r s t  p u b l i s h e d  i n  
two vo lum es i n  1 7 9 ^ 9 5  a s  B e s c h r e i b ^ g  d e r  l a n d -  
s c h a f t  S o n o ra , a t  K oln  am H h e in e . P f e f f e r k o r n  was 
q u o te d  i n  1061 b y  C h a r le s  P .  S to n e ,  who s u rv e y e d  
S o n o r a 's  p u b l i c  l a n d s  f o r  J e a n  B a p t i s t e  J e c k e r .  
C h a r le s  P .  S to n e ,  "N o te s  on th e  S t a t e  o f  S o n o r a ,"  
The H i s t o r i c a l  M a g az in e . V ( J u n e ,  1 8 5 1 ) ,  1 6 8 .

^ P f e f f e r k o r n ,  S o n o ra , p .  8 9 .
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c o n q u e s t .  T h is  m in e , c la im e d  by  F renchm en i n  th e  

1 8 5 0 ' s  n e a r  th e  v i l l a g e  o f  A r iz o n a ,  c o n ta in e d  " a  

b lo c k  o f  th e  f i n e s t  s i l v e r ,  so  l a r g e  i t  h a d  to  be 

b ro k e n  up w i th  ham m ers an d  a x e s  so  t h a t  i t  c o u ld  be  

re m o v e d ."  I n  1 7 5 0 , b o th  O ld  and  New S p a in  w ere
Q

a s t o n i s h e d  by  i t s  w e a l th  o f  s i l v e r .

C i t i n g  e y e w itn e s s  p a r t i c i p a n t s  a s  s o u r c e s ,  

P f e f f e r k o r n  w r o te ,  " I n  s h o r t ,  su c h  a  q u a n t i t y  o f  

p u r e  s i l v e r  was fo u n d  t o g e t h e r  h e re  t h a t  i t  was 

d o u b t f u l  w h e th e r  i t  s h o u ld  be  c o n s id e r e d  a  m ine o r  

a  d e p o s i to r y  o f  h id d e n  t r e a s u r e s . "  P f e f f e r k o r n 's  

a l l e g a t i o n s  w ere  s u b s t a n t i a t e d  by  o t h e r s  i n  th e  

1 7 6 0 's .  When N ic o la s  de L a f o r a  made an  i n s p e c t i o n  

t o u r , fu n d a m e n ta l  t o  th e  M arq u /s  de Rubi^' s  su rv e y  

o f  New S p a i n 's  f r o n t i e r s ,  he  r e p o r t e d ,  " V irg in  

m e ta l s  c ro p  o u t  e v e ry w h e re  i n  th e  h i l l s  and  

v a l l e y s "  o f  S o n o ra .^  And a s  e a r l y  a s  1 7 6 9 , M.

p > id . , p .  9 0 . A lso  s e e  H u b e r t  Howe B a n c r o f t ,  
H i s t o r y  o f  th e  N o r th  M exican  S t a t e s  and  T exas (2  v o l s . ;  
S an  F r a n c i s c o :  A . L . B a n c ro f t  & Company, P u b l i s h e r s ,
1 8 8 4 ) ,  I ,  525  f f . j  and  E d u ard o  W. V i l l a ,  H i s t o r i a  d e l  
E s ta d o  de S o n o ra  (2 d  e d . ; H e r m o s i l lo ,  S o n o ra :
E d i t o r i a l  È o n o ra , 1 9 5 1 ) , p .  2 7 5 .

^ L a w r ^ c e  K in n a i r d ,  e d . .  The F r o n t i e r s  o f  New 
S p a in :  N ic o ld s  de L a f o r a 's  D e s c r ip t i o n ,  1 7 6 6 -1 7 ^ 8
%B e r k e le y :  Irtie Q u iv i r a  S o c i e t y ,  1 9 5 s ) ,  p p .  1 2 6 -1 2 7 .
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O ssim , th e  F re n c h  A m bassador to  S p a in ,  h a d  w r i t t e n  

t o  th e  Due de C h o is e u l ,  F re n c h  M in i s t e r  o f  F o re ig n  

A f f a i r s ,  t h a t  a r e a s  i n  n o r t h e r n  New S p a in  "abound  

i n  m in es o f  g o ld  and  s i l v e r . N e w s  o f  th e  s i l v e r ,  

a l l e g e d l y  o n ly  two o r  t h r e e  f e e t  d eep  i n  th e  e a r t h ,  

s p r e a d  r a p i d l y  a n d , a l th o u g h  " e v e r y th in g  i n  and  o u t  

o f  S o n o ra  t h a t  had  l e g s  r a n  to  th e  s p o t  h o p in g  to  

g e t  r i c h  q u i c k l y , "  A p a ch e s , S e r i s ,  a n d  P im as 

e f f e c t i v e l y  t e r r o r i z e d  th e  m i n e r s . A c c o r d i n g l y ,  

S o n o r a 's  m in e r a l  w e a l th ,  p h i l o s o p h i c a l l y  te rm e d  

p r o v i d e n t i a l  c o m p e n sa tio n  f o r  su c h  " a n n o y a n c e s"  a s  

th e s e  f r i g h t e n i n g  I n d ia n  a t t a c k s ,  w as l a r g e l y  

a b a n d o n e d . N e a r ly  one h u n d re d  y e a r s  a f t e r  

P f e f f e r k o r n 's  r e s i d e n c e  i n  S o n o ra , C. P .  S to n e ,  J e c k e r 's

s u r v e y o r ,  n o te d  th e  " c ru m b lin g  w a l l s "  w h ich  m arked  p a s t
12p r o s p e r i t y ,  and  S y l v e s t e r  Mowry r e f e r r e d  to

1 z
" I n f e l i x  S o n o ra — m ost u n h a p p y ."  H ow ever, th e

A co p y  o f  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  s e n t  t o  S y l v e s t e r  
Mowry b y  G eorge B a n c r o f t ,  i s  r e p r i n t e d  i n  Mowry, 
A r iz o n a  and  S o n o ra , p p .  3 9 -4 0 .

^ ^ P f e f f e r k o r n ,  S o n o ra , p .  9 1 .

12 S to n e ,  "N o tes  on th e  S t a t e  o f  S o n o r a ,"
p .  1 6 7 .

^^Mowry, A r iz o n a  and  S o n o ra , p .  3 1 .
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s i l v e r  m in in g  d i s t r i c t s  i n  s o u th e r n  S o n o ra , a ro u n d

A lam os, h a d  some 6 ,2 8 0  p e rm a n e n t E u ro p e a n  s e t t l e r s
14i n  th e  l a t e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .

A lth o u g h  P f e f f e r k o r n  had  s p e n t  e le v e n  y e a r s  

i n  S o n o ra , from  1756 to  1 7 6 7 , h i s  g o a l  o f  l i f t i n g
15S o n o ra  o u t  o f  o b s c u r i t y  was f r u s t r a t e d  b y  h i s  t im in g .  

The 1794  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  h i s  f i r s t  volum e c o in c id e d  

w i th  s t a r t l i n g  E u ro p ean  e v e n t s :  L o u is  XVI an d  M arie

A n t o i n e t t e  an d  b e e n  e x e c u te d  th e  p r e v io u s  y e a r ,  

a n d  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  d o c t r i n e s  an d  w ar w ere  s p r e a d in g  

th ro u g h o u t  t h e  c o n t i n e n t .  I n  a d d i t i o n  to  E u r o p e 's  

p r e o c c u p a t io n  w i th  p ro b le m s  f a r  fro m  S o n o ra ,

P f e f f e r k o r n ' s  e x p u ls io n  fro m  New S p a in  and 

im p riso n m e n t i n  S p a in  w i th  o t h e r  J e s u i t s  l i m i t e d  

l a t e  e ig h t e e n t h - c e n tu r y  r e c e p t i o n  o f  h i s  w r i t i n g s .

Ig n a z  P f e f f e r k o r n 's  w o rk , h o w e v e r , l a t e r  te rm e d  

s im p ly  a  J e s u i t  docum ent and  c i t e d  e x t e n s i v e l y  

a s  p r o o f  o f  S o n o ra n  s i l v e r  w e a l th ,  was an  im p o r ta n t

R oger D u n b ie r , The S o n o ra n  D e s e r t :  I t s
G e o g r a p ^ .  Econom y, and  P e o p le  I T u cso n : üSie
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A r iz o n a  t r e s s ,  1 9 6 8 ) ,  p .  1 5 1 .

^ ^ P o r m e n tio n  o f  P f e f f e r k o r n ,  s e e  B a n c r o f t ,  
N o r th  M exican  S t a t e s .  I ,  p p .  5 6 4 , 5 8 0 .
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p u b l i c a t i o n  on an  a r e a  t h a t  a n o th e r  German w ro te  a b o u t  

i n  th e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  th e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n tu r y .

A le x a n d e r  von H u m b o ld t 's  f i v e  v o lum es on  

M exico s e r v e d  a s  a  m a jo r  p o i n t  o f  d e p a r tu r e  f o r  l a t e r  

a u th o r s  an d  r e s e a r c h e r s .  A l l  q u o te d  him  e x t e n s i v e l y  

and  he  i n f l u e n c e d  w e l l  o v e r  a  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  n i n e t e e n t h  

c e n tu r y  r e a d e r s  who r e a d  w i th  awe h i s  a c c o u n t  o f  

M e x ic o 's  s p e c t a c u l a r  w e a l th .  H u m b o ld t 's  m a s s iv e  

s tu d y  w as th e  p r o d u c t  o f  t e d i o u s  e x a m in a t io n  o f  th e  

r e s o u r c e s  a n d  r e c o r d s  o f  M e x i c o . H i s  1811 p u b l i c a 

t i o n ,  l i k e  P f e f f e r k o r n 's ,  was e n co m p assed  b y  m om entous 

e v e n t s :  t h e  M exican  r e b e l l i o n  i n  1810 a g a i n s t  F re n c h

c o n t r o l  o f  S p a in  an d  N a p o le o n 's  1812 in v a s io n  o f  

R u s s i a .  The r e s u l t a n t  d e c r e a s e  i n  r e v e n u e  a f t e r  th e  

M exican  w ar o f  in d e p e n d e n c e  seem ed t o  r e f l e c t  p e n i n s u l a r  

S p a n is h  p o v e r t y ,  u n t i l  t h e  n e e d  f o r  s i l v e r  and  th e  

s u c e p t i b i l i t y  o f  M exico r e v i v e d  i n t e r e s t  i n ,  an d  

a v a r i c e  f o r ,  th e  m in e r a l s  o f  S p a i n 's  fo rm e r

^^H um bold t a r r i v e d  i n  M exico i n  M arch , 1803» 
and  s p e n t  one y e a r  t h e r e .
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c o l o n y . T h e n ,  E u ro p e a n s  t u r n e d  to  H um b o ld t, th e  

m a jo r  s o u rc e  o f  i n f o r m a t io n  o f  th e  p r e v io u s  e x p l o i t a -
T O

t i o n  and  p o t e n t i a l  w e a l th .  C i te d  e x te n s iv e ly »  

h i s  w orks w ere  th e  b a s i s  f o r  i n t e r e s t  i n  M exico 

b y  b o th  m in e rs  and  m i n i s t e r s ;  "H um boldt i n  p i e c e s  

h a s  b e e n  d i s h e d  up to  s u i t  a l l  c u s to m e r s .  An 

o y s t e r  c o u ld  n o t  be s e r v e d  i n  m ore v a r i e t i e s  o f  

s t y l e .

The p r o l i f i c  s t a t i s t i c s  o f  A le x a n d e r  von  

H um boldt show ed t h a t  M exico h a d  p r o v id e d  t w o - t h i r d s

1 7 "M e x ic o ."  C a th o l i c  W o rld . V II  (1 8 6 8 ) ,551. A lso  s e e  A cadém ie d e s  s c i e n c e s .  Com ptes r e n d u s  
h e b d o m a d a ire s  d e s s é a n c e s  de 1 ' a cad ém ie  d e s  s c i e n c e s ,Vol. (184^). pp. iéÔ-165; Revue des cours scientifiques de la France et des 1 ' é'tranKerT Vols: , and Vol. m  (T866),
pp. 62, 138, 175, 2 2 8 , 250, 395, 512, 681-86, 738,
809- 1 8 .

"R eview  o f  A le x a n d e r  de H u m b o ld t 's  
T r a v e l s , "  Q u a r te r ly  R e v ie w . V o l. XXI ( 1 8 1 9 ) ,  p .  3 2 0 .
The r e v ie w e r  w ry ly  commenced t h a t  H um boldt " n e v e r  
q u i t s  a  s u b j e c t  t i l l  h e  h a s  e x h a u s te d  i t . "
H u m b o ld t 's  A t l a s  g é o g ra p h iq u e  e t  p h y s iq u e  du  royaum e 
de l a  N o u v e lle  Ë sp ag n e  i P a r i s , l 8 1 1 j ,  w as i n  H a ^ m T T ia n 's  
p e r s o n a l  l i b r a r y .

^ ^ "M ex ico , b y  B aron  H u m b o ld t,"  (b o o k  r e v i e w ) .  
C a th o l i c  W o rld . V o l. V II  ( 1 8 6 8 ) ,  p .  3 5 4 .
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o f  th e  w o r l d 's  s i l v e r  a n d , i n s t e a d  o f  "being d e p le te d

b y  th r e e  c e n t u r i e s  o f  S p a n is h  m in in g , p r o d u c t i v i t y
20h a d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n c r e a s e d  s in c e  1 ? 4 6 . The n o r t h e r n  

i n t e n d a n c i e s  o f  S o n o ra  and  C urango ra n k e d  se c o n d  

to  c e n t r a l  M ex ico , t h e  m a jo r  m in in g  a r e a ,  i n  th e  

German g e o g r a p h e r 's  g ro u p in g  o f  p r i n c i p l e  s i l v e r

m in es  l i s t e d  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  q u a n t i t y  o f  money
21e x t r a c t e d .  S o n o r a 's  m in es  w ere  p a r t i c u l a r l y

a l l u r i n g  a s  th e y  c o n ta in e d  r a r e  w h i te  s i l v e r ,

a l th o u g h  t h e i r  l o c a t i o n ,  i n  d e s e r t e d  and sa v a g e

a r e a s ,  w ou ld  r e q u i r e  c o l o n i s t s  to  p r o v id e  b e t t e r

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and  a  m ore i n d u s t r i o u s  p e o p le  t o
22i n c r e a s e  s i l v e r  p r o d u c t i o n .  H um boldt p r e d i c t e d

20A le x a n d e r  von  H um bo ld t, E s s a i  p o l i t i q u e  
a u r  l e  royaum e de l a  N o u v e lle  E s p a c e  C3 v o l s . ;  
P a r i s  : Chez ÿ .  S c h o e ï ï , l ô l i ; ,  l l i ,  546 ; "V, 1 5 .
A lso  se e  "M ines and  M in ing  from  1 5 0 0 -1 8 0 0 "  i n  
H u b e r t  Howe B a n c r o f t ,  H i s t o r y  o f  M exico 
( 6  v o l s . ;  San  P r a n c i s c o l  A . L . BancroiCt & Company, 
P u b l i s h e r s ,  1 8 8 3 -1 8 8 8 ) , I I I ,  5 5 3 -6 0 2 .

21When H um boldt w as w r i t i n g  h i s  n o t e s ,  th e  
in te n d a n c y  o f  S o n o ra  in c lu d e d  S i n a lo a .  H u m b o ld t, 
E s s a i  p o l i t i q u e . I l l ,  3 8 9 , 3 4 5 .

22 I b i d . . p .  1 2 . T hese w h ite  s i l v e r  m in es 
w ere  a l s o  r i c h  i n  l e a d .  I b i d . , 357»
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t h a t  i f  M ex ico ' s  m in e r a l  w e a l th  w ere  e v e r  f u l l y

d e v e lo p e d , "E urope  w ou ld  he  a g a in  in u n d a te d ,  a s  i n

th e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  w i th  s i l v e r " — la n g u a g e  l a t e r

r e a d  w ith  k e en  i n t e r e s t  when th e  F re n c h  m o n e ta ry

sy s te m  w avered  fro m  a  d e a r th  o f  s i l v e r  d u r in g  th e

S econd  E m p i r e . S o n o r a ,  w i th  i t s  s p a r s e  p o p u la -  
24t i o n ,  a p p e a re d  to  b e  a  n e g le c t e d  an d  r i c h  a r e a  

t h a t  c o u ld  o f f e r  F ra n c e  f i n a n c i a l  s t a b i l i t y .

The p o l i t i c a l  p ro b le m s  o f  M exico m a g n if ie d  

i t s  v u l n e r a b i l i t y . ^ ^  The economy was s h a t t e r e d  b y  

y e a r s  o f  g u e r i l l a  w a r f a r e  a f t e r  th e  G r i to  d ^  D o lo r e s . 

and  th e  p r o d u c t i v i t y  o f  th e  m in e s , M e x ic o 's  m a jo r  

s o u rc e  o f  r e v e n u e ,  d e c r e a s e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y .  A t 

G u a n a ju a to , th e  a r e a  i n  w h ich  th e  in d e p e n d e n c e  

movement b e g a n , m in in g  p r o d u c t io n  d e c l in e d  from  

6 1 7 ,4 7 4  m arks o f  s i l v e r  i n  1808 to  7 3 ,9 8 3  i n  1 8 2 1 . 

F lo o d e d  m ines a n d  w re ck e d  m a c h in e ry  w ere  g rim

23itQjhe E m pire  o f  M e x ico ,"  Q u a r te r ly  R ev iew , 
V o l. 115  ( A p r i l ,  1 8 6 4 ) , p .  3 56 .

P4
H u m b o ld t, E s s a i  p o l i t i q u e , I I ,  3 8 8 -9 9 .

O C
■^"The E m pire  o f  M e x ico ."  Q u a r te r ly  R ev iew . 

V o l. 115  ( A p r i l ,  1 8 6 4 ) ,  p .  368 .
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d e b r i s ,  and  th e  s i l v e r  p r o d u c t io n  c e n t e r  b e g a n  t o  

s h i f t  n o r th w a rd ,  from  G u a n a ju a to  an d  Z a c a te c a s  to  

C h ih u a h u a , D urango , and  S o n o ra . I n  an  u n r e l e n t i n g  

c y c l e ,  M exican  p r o s p e r i t y  dem anded e f f i c i e n t  m ine 

p r o d u c t i v i t y  and  th e  o u tp u t  o f  th e  m in e s  commen

s u r a t e  l y  d ep en d e d  on a  s t a b l e  p o l i t i c a l  s y s te m . 

E u ro p e a n s  r e g a r d e d  M exico a s  b e in g  e c o n o m ic a l ly  

p a r a ly z e d  b y  s h o r t - t e r m ,  h i g h - i n t e r e s t  l o a n s  w h ich

r e q u i r e d  a s  c o l l a t e r a l  e i t h e r  t h e  cu sto m s d u t i e s  o r
27m o rtg a g e s  on g o v ern m en t p r o p e r t y .  ' Im m ig ra n ts  and  

f o r e i g n  i n v e s t o r s  s lo w ly  r e a c t i v a t e d  some m in e s  b u t  

when r e v o l u t i o n s  d i s r u p t e d  o r  e n d a n g e re d  t h e s e  

e n t e r p r i s e s ,  t h e i r  a p p e a ls  f o r  i n t e r v e n t i o n  o n ly  

h e ig h te n e d  th e  i n s t a b i l i t y .

N in e te e n th - c e n tu r y  c a p i t a l i s t s  a lm o s t  

s u c c e e d e d  i n  g a r n e r in g  M exican  m in e r a l  w e a l th  w here 

p i r a t e s ,  b u c c a n e e r s  an d  sm u g g le rs  h a d  f a i l e d  i n  th e  

p r e v io u s  t h r e e  c e n t u r i e s .  C o n cern ed  a b o u t th e

^ ^ B a n c r o f t ,  H i s to r y  o f  M ex ico , V I, 5 05 .

27iiQjhe E m pire o f  M e x ic o ,"  Q u a r te r ly  R ev iew , 
V o l. 115 ( A p r i l ,  1 8 6 4 ) ,  p .  5 8 0 .
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f a l t e r i n g  m in in g  i n d u s t r y ,  M exico i n  1822 r e d u c e d  

d u t i e s  on s i l v e r  t o  one common t a x  o f  5 p e r  c e n t ,  

and  i n  1825 th e  g o v e rn m en t a l lo w e d  f o r e i g n  c a p i t a l  

t o  e n t e r  l e g a l l y  when C o n g re ss  p e r m i t t e d  f o r e i g n e r s  

t o  becom e p a r t i a l  ow ners o f  M exican  m in e s , a l th o u g h

th e y  w ere s t r i n g e n t l y  r e g u l a t e d  a n d  s t i l l  r e s t r i c t e d
o q  ^

fro m  ow ning r e a l  p r o p e r t y .  L u ca s  A lam an , M exican

M in i s t e r  o f  F o r e ig n  R e l a t i o n s ,  u r g e n t l y  t r i e d  t o  

r e h a b i l i t a t e  th e  m in e s  i n  th e  1 8 2 0 ' s  b y  s e e k in g  

f i r s t  F re n c h  c a p i t a l  t o  fo rm  a  F ra n c o -M e x ic a n  

m in in g  com pany a n d , when t h i s  am ount was i n a d e q u a te ,  

by  t u r n i n g  t o  B r i t i s h  c a p i t a l . A l t h o u g h  p ro d u c 

t i o n  o f  M exican  m in es  h a d  d e c l in e d  s h a r p l y .

pO
G i l b e r t o  C re sp o  y  M a r t in e z ,  M ex ico ; l a  

i n d u s . t r i a  m in e r i a .  e s t u d i o  de_ s u  e v o lu c id n  cH d x ico : 
O f i c in a  t i p .  de l a  S e c r e t a r i a  de  F o rnen to , 1 9 0 5 ) ,  
p p .  6 6 -6 7 ;  R ay G ilm o re , "H enry  G eorge  W ard, 
^ i t i s h  P u b l i c i s t  f o r  M ex ican  M in e s ,"  P a c i f i c  
H i s t o r i c a l  R ev iew . V o l. XXXII ( F e b r u a r y ,  1 9 6 5 ) ,  
p .  5 8 .

p Q

"Alam sui, fro m  a  p ro m in e n t  M ex ican  m in in g  
f a m i ly ,  s t u d i e d  m in e ro lo g y  i n  P a r i s  a n d  t r a v e l l e d  
i n  E n g la n d , G erm any, a n d  th e  Low C o u n t r ie s  b e fo i-è  
b ecom ing  M ex ican  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  i n  t h e  S p a n is h  
C o r t e s .  G ilm o re , "H en ry  G eorge W ard ,"  p .  5 8 . 
M a x im i l ia n 's  ] ^ r s o n a l  l i b r a r y  i n c lu d e d  L u ca s  A la m 6 i, 
H i s t o r i a  de Me .i ic o  d e s d e  l o s  n r im e r o s  m nvim lA ntna 
que p r é p a r e r on  su  in d e p e n d e n c ia  en  e l  ago  de 1808 
n a s t a  l a  é p o c a  p r e s e n t e  o  v o i s . ;  M ex ico .
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E u ro p e a n s  r e c a l l e d  th e  le g e n d s  o f  v a s t  t r e a s u r e s  

d i s c o v e r e d  b y  C o r te s  an d  l u c r a t i v e l y  m in ed  by  

S p a n ia r d s .

W h ile  H um boldt was a c c u s e d  o f  " e x u b e ra n c e ”
%Q

o v e r  " th e  m ost common o c c u r r e n c e s ," ^  h i s  w r i t i n g s  

seem  r e s t r a i n e d  when com pared  to  th e  1828  p u b l i c a 

t i o n  by  H en ry  G eorge W ard, B r i t i s h  M i n i s t e r  to  

M e x i c o . M a k i n g  an  e x te n s iv e  s u rv e y  o f  M e x ic o 's  

econom ic  r e s o u r c e s .  Ward s p i r i t e d l y  r e p o r t e d  g r e a t  

p o t e n t i a l  m in e r a l  w e a l th ,  r e k i n d l i n g  B r i t i s h  i n 

t e r e s t  i n  M exicem m in es  i n  th e  1 8 3 0 ' s .  I n  1825 

th e  s p e c u l a t i v e  boom i n  B r i t i s h - M e x ic a n  m in in g  

co m p an ie s  h a d  e n d ed  w i th  th e  p a n ic  o f  1825^ w h ich  

t e m p o r a r i l y  dam pened B r i t i s h  i n t e r e s t  i n  M exican

R eview  o f  A le x a n d e r  de H u m b o ld t 's  
T r a v e l s , "  Q u a r te r ly  R ev iew , V o l. XXI ( 1 8 1 9 ) i p .  520,

^ ^ H [e n ry ]  G [e o rg e ]  W ard, M exico i n  1827
(2  v o l s . ; L ondon; H enry  C o lb u rn , 1 8 2 8 ^ . Ward
a r r i v e d  i n  M exico on M arch 1 1 , 1 8 2 5 , a s  m i n i s t e r
p l e n i p o t e n t i a r y  to  r e c o g n iz e  M exican  in d e p e n d e n c e ;
a f t e r  c o n c lu d in g  th e  t r e a t y ,  he w as B r i t a i n ' s  f i r s t
c h a rg e  d ' a f f a i r e s  i n  M ex ico . M a x im i l ia n 's  l i b r a r y
i n c lu d e d  a n  1828 L e ip z ig  e d i t i o n  o f  W a rd 's
G e d ra n g te s  Gem alde Z u s ta n d e s  von  M exiko im  J a h re .   —     '
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m i n e s . C o mp l a i n i n g  t h a t  H u m b o ld t's  e s t im a t e s  on 

s i l v e r  p r o d u c t io n  w ere  to o  c o n s e r v a t iv e ,  Ward 

e n a b le d  M exican  m in in g  s to c k s  to  f i n d  a  r e s p o n s iv e  

m a rk e t i n  L o n d o n . S p e n d i n g  th r e e  m onths i n  

S o n o ra , th e  m in i s t e r - m in in g  p u b l i c i s t  e n d o rs e d  

r e p o r t s  o f  a  f e l lo w  E n g lish m a n  th e r e  who c la im e d  

t h a t  " a lm o s t  e v e ry  m o u n ta in  and  h i l l  c o n ta in s  

s i l v e r  and  g o l d ." ^ ^

Ward n o te d  th e  d e c r e a s e  o f  M exican  r e v e 

n u e s  s in c e  H u m b o ld t 's  p u b l i c a t i o n  an d  e s t im a te d

^ A r th u r  D. G a y e r , W illia m  W. R ostow , e t  
a l . , The to o w th  ^ d  F l u c t u a t i o n  o f  th e  B r i t i s h  
Economy. 1 9 ^ 0 -1 8 5 0  (É  v o l s . ;  O x fo rd ; C la re n d o n  
P r e s s ,  1 9 5 3 )» I ,  1 8 8 -1 8 9 . I n  1824 B en jam in  
D i s r a e l i  i n v e s t e d  i n  t h e  A n g lo -M ex ican  M in ing  
A s s o c ia t io n  an d  s u b s e q u e n t ly  w ro te  t h r e e  p a m p h le ts  
p r a i s i n g  M exican  m in e s .  R o b e r t  B la k e , D i s r a e l i  
(Hew Y ork : S t .  P f e i r t in 's  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,  p p .  2 4 - ? 6 .

^^W ard, M exico i n  1 8 2 7 . I ,  2 5 ; I I ,  1 6 7 -1 6 8 . 
W a rd 's  v o lum es w ere  a lm o s t  v e rb a t im  h i s  o f f i c i a l  
d e s p a tc h e s  s e n t  i n  a n sw e r t o  th e  B r i t i s h  F o r e ig n  
O f f i c e ' s  1826 r e q u e s t  t o  a c c u m u la te  i n f o r m a t io n  on 
M exican  m in e s . See G ilm o re , "H enry G eorge W ard ,"  
p p .  3 5 , 4 1 , 4 4 , 4 6 .

^ ^ C o lo n e l B o u rn e , a n  E n g l i s h  i n v e s t o r  i n  a  
S o n o ra n  m ine n e a r  A r is p e  h a d  p r u d e n t ly  c h o se n  a s  h i s  
p a r t n e r  S e îio r E s c a l a n t e ,  S o n o r a 's  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  i n  
th e  M ex ican  S e n a te .  W ard, M exico . I I ,  p .  13 6 ;
"N o te s  on th e  S t a t e  o f  S o n o ra  and C in a lo a ,"  Appen
d i x  C, I b i d . . I ,  p .  5 7 9 .
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t h a t  m ine p r o d u c t io n  h a d  b e e n  re d u c e d  a lm o s t  o n e - h a l f  

s in c e  th e  M exican  i n s u r r e c t i o n  o f  1 8 1 0 .^ ^  C o g n iz a n t 

t h a t  E s s a i  p o l i t i q u e  was th e  s o u rc e  o f  know ledge  f o r  

m ost E u ro p ean  e n t e r p r i s e s  i n  M exico , h e  c o n s c i e n t i o u s l y  

p o in te d  o u t  to  p r o s p e c t i v e  i n v e s t o r s  new h a z a r d s  t h a t  

h ad  em erged  i n  th e  s e v e n te e n  y e a r s  s in c e  H u m b o ld t 's  

p u b l i c a t i o n .  P o l i t i c a l  d i s t u r b a n c e s ,  f lo o d e d  m in e s ,  

u n c o n t r o l l e d  I n d ia n  d e p r e d a t io n s ,  and  d i s r u p t e d  

c o m m u n ica tio n s  w ere  p r im a ry  r e a s o n s  f o r  d e c r e a s e d  

m in in g  a c t i v i t y  and  m a jo r  d e t e r r e n t s  to  in v e s tm e n t  

c a p i t a l .

^^ I b i d . . I ,  p p .  5 6 1 -6 5 , 5 86 , 4 2 8 . The ^ 
M edidas p o l f b i c a s . p r o b a b ly  w r i t t e n  b y  J o s é ' M a ria  
M o re lo s , h ad  a d v o c a te d  th e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  e x p o r t  
p r o d u c t s ,  s u c h  a s  to b a c c o  c r o p s ,  m in e s , and  s u g a r  
p l a n t a t i o n s .  W i lb e r t  H . Timmons, M o re lo s : P r i e s t .
S o l d i e r ,  S ta te s m a n  o f  M ex ico , i l l u s .  b y  J o s e  
C is n e ro s  (.El P a s o ,  T e x a s : W este rn  C o lle g e  P r e s s ,
1 9 6 5 ) , p p .  1 9 1 -2 0 2 .

^^W ard, M ex ico , I I ,  p .  7 5 . The a r c h i v e s  
u s e d  by  H um boldt w ere  d e s t r o y e d  d u r in g  th e  c i v i l  
d i s t u r b a n c e s .  W ard, K fexico, I I ,  p p .  5 8 , 8 .  A lso  
s e e  " R e p o rt o f  th e  U n i te d  M exican  M in ing  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
M arch , 1 8 2 7 ."  i n  P h i l o s o n h i c a l  M ag az in e , V o l. I I  
( J u l y ,  1 8 2 ? 5 , p .  T H   ---------  ---------
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T hese o b s t a c l e s  i n  S o n o ra , h o w e v e r , c o u ld  be 

r a t i o n a l i z e d  a s  m an ag eab le  when w e ig h e d  a g a i n s t  th e  

p r o j e c t e d  p r o d ig io u s  r e w a r d s .  W a rd 's  s t a te m e n t  t h a t  th e  

u n ta p p e d  m in es o f  D urango , S o n o ra , C h ih u ah u a  and  

S in a lo a  p ro m is e d  " r i c h e s  s u p e r i o r  t o  a n y th in g  t h a t  

M exico h a s  y e t  p ro d u c e d ,"  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  s e d u c t iv e  

a f t e r  H u m b o ld t 's  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  M exican  m in e r a l  

w e a l t h . N o t  o n ly  w ere th e s e  r i c h e s  i n  n o r t h e r n  

M exico o f  a  s u p e r i o r  q u a l i t y ,  b u t  th e y  w ere  a l l e g e d l y  

c lo s e  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e , i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  g r e a t e r  d e p th  an d  

c o n s e q u e n t  p r o d u c t io n  c o s t  o f  th e  o l d e r  m in e s  i n  th e  

s o u th e r n  d i s t r i c t s . ^ ®  T hese e a s i l y  o b ta in e d  and  

s u p p o s e d ly  s u p e r i o r  m in e r a l s ,  " v i r g i n "  m in es  a s  Ward 

f r e q u e n t l y  te rm e d  th em , w ere com plem en ted  b y  o th e r  

a d v a n ta g e s .  Guaym as, " u n d o u b te d ly  th e  b e s t  p o r t  i n  th e  

R e p u b l i c ,"  h a d  o n ly  a b o u t two th o u s a n d  i n h a b i t a n t s ,

" v e ry  h o s p i t a b l e  t o  s t r a n g e r s "  and  " p r o t e c te d "  b y  

a  g a r r i s o n  o f  o n ly  t h i r t y  m en .^^  T h is  v u l n e r a b i l i t y

"̂̂ I b i d . .  p .  1 2 7 .

^® Ib id . .  p p .  127 - 2 8 ; t h i s  c o r r o b o r a t e s  
P f e f f e r k o r n ,  S o n o ra , p .  9 0 .

^ ^ "N o te s  on th e  S t a t e  o f  S o n o ra  an d  C i n a l o a , " 
A p p en d ix  C, W ard, M ex ico . I ,  p .  5 6 3 .
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o f  n o r t h e r n  M exico w as f r e q u e n t l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  b y  

F re n c h  w r i t e r s .  A pache a t t a c k s ,  h o w e v e r, w ere  a  

m a jo r  s o u rc e  o f  d i s q u i e t  and  d e c r e a s e d  m in in g  p r o 

d u c t i o n .^ ^  A lth o u g h  Ward n o te d  t h a t  th e y  h ad  

c a u s e d  th e  r i c h  s i l v e r  m ine o f  C o b r iz a  de San 

F e l i p e ,  e i g h t  l e a g u e s  n o r t h  o f  B a b ia c o ra ,  t o  b e  

a b a n d o n e d , t h i s  was te m p e re d  by  th e  o b s e r v a t io n  

t h a t  th e  m ine was owned by  two m ere women a n d ,
A1f u r th e r m o r e ,  t h e  A p ach es p o s s e s s e d  no f i r e - a r m s .

Ward a d o p te d  th e  g e n e r a l l y  h e ld  M exican  

th e o r y  t h a t  th e  am ount o f  s i l v e r  i n c r e a s e d  to w a rd s  

th e  N o r th , a  s u p p o s i t i o n  " c o n f irm e d  b y  th e  s u p e r i 

o r i t y  o f  a l l  th e  N o r th e r n  o r e s  t o  th o s e  o f  th e

^ ° I b i d . ,  p .  5 6 9 .

^^W ard , M e x ico . I ,  572 ; I b i d . .  I I ,  6 0 2 . 
A lth o u g h  two women m l ^ t  be  im a b le  t o  w i t h s t a n d  
A pache a r r o w s , men w i th  m i l i t a r y  b a c k g ro u n d s — s u c h  
a s  two E m p ero rs— c o u ld  r e a d i l y  d i s m is s  th e  h i n 
d ra n c e s  d e s c r i b e d  b y  W ard. (Qiis a r e a  o f  B a b a c a n o ra  
[ s i c l  i s  m e n tio n e d  b y  Mowry, ^ i z o n a  an d  S o n o ra , 
p p .  4 5 -4 5 ,  by  V ic to r  A do lphe  M a lt 'e -Ë ru n . L a S o n o ra  
e t  s e s  m in es ( P a r i s  : A r th u s  B e r t r a n d ,  1 8 6 4 ; ,  p .  2 7 .
( a s  f e a r b ic a n o r a ) , and  b y  C a p ta in  J im  Box who 
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  th e  " v e ry  r i c h "  m ine o f  B a b ic a n o ra  
[ s i c l  "was ta k e n  i n  h a n d  by  a  com pany o f  F re n c h "  
i n  1852  who c o n t in u e d  to  w ork th e  m ine i n  1861 
" w i th  g r e a t  p r o f i t . "  "The M ines o f  N o r th e rn ..M e x ic o ,"  
The K n ic k e rb o c k e r  M a g a z in e , V o l. L V II ( J u n e ,  1 8 6 1 ) ,
p .  5 8 0 : ' ------ — --------- ^ ---------
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42r i c h e s t  d i s t r i c t s  i n  th e  S o u th ."  T h is  b e l i e f ,  

p r o b a b ly  s t r e n g th e n e d  b y  th e  1849 C a l i f o r n i a n  d i s 

c o v e r i e s ,  s e e m in g ly  o r i g i n a t e d  i n  th e  e i g h t e e n t h -  

c e n tu r y  d i s c o v e r y  o f  S o n o r a 's  S o la s  de P l a t a  m ine 

o f  A r iz o n a ,  w h ich  P f e f f e r k o r n  h a d  d e s c r ib e d  so 

e x p r e s s i v e l y  and  w h ic h  F renchm en  l a t e r  c o v e te d  so  

f r u i t l e s s l y . ^ ^  M ex ican s th e m s e lv e s  r e v iv e d  i n t e r e s t  

i n  th e  A r iz o n a  m in e . A M exican  p r e s i d e n t ' s  s e a r c h  

o f  th e  v i c e r e g a l  a r c h i v e s  f o r  r e f e r e n c e s  to  t h i s  m ine 

h a d  t u r n e d  up  P h i l i p  V s  d e c r e e ,  d a te d  A r a n ju e z ,

May 2 8 , 1 7 4 1 , w h ic h  m e n tio n e d  a  m ass o f  " p u re
44s i l v e r "  w e ig h in g  180 a r r o b a s .  Prom d o c u m e n ts .

^ ^ V a rd , M ex ico . I I ,  1 3 6 .

^ ^ I b i d . ; B a n c r o f t , N o r th  M exican  S t a t e s .
I ,  52 5 ; P f e f f e r k o r n , S o n o ra , p .  9Ô; Mowry,
A r iz o n a  an d  S o n o ra , p .  l7*^.

44
W ard, M ex ico . I I ,  p p .  1 3 5 -1 3 7 . An a r r o b a  

i s  2 5 .3 5  p o u n d s . Ward, o b ta in e d  a  " c e r t i f i e d  copy^‘ 
o f  t h i s  d e c r e e .  T h i r t y  y e a r s  a f t e r  W ard’ s a c c o u n t .  
S to n e  w ro te  t h a t  one m ass o f  s i l v e r  fro m  t h i s  m ine 
w e ig h e d , " a c c o rd in g  to  J e s u i t  r e c o r d s , "  3500 p o u n d s , 
w h i le  Mowry r e p o r t e d  one w e ig h e d  3500 p o u n d s .
S to n e ,  " S o n o ra ,"  p .  1 6 8 ; Mowry, A r iz o n a  and  S o n o ra , 
p .  1 7 4 . A lso  s e e  e s t i m a t e s  o f  M a lte -È ru n . l a  S o n o ra  
e t  s e s  m in e s , p .  2 3 ; a n d  P f e f f e r k o r n ,  S o n o ra , p p .  ^ 6 -  

^ o th  m e n tio n  t h i s  l e g e n d a r y  m ass o f  s i l v e r  
a l th o u g h  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  th e  w e ig h t  v a r i e s .
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m in in g  e x p e r t s ,  and  p e r s o n a l  o b s e r v a t io n ,  Ward was 

c o n v in c e d  t h a t  g r e a t  m in e r a l  p o t e n t i a l  l a y  i n  th e  

n o r t h e r n  a r e a s  o f  S o n o ra , S in a lo a ,  D urango and 

C h ih u ah u a  and t h a t  f u t u r e  m in e ra l  p r o d u c t io n  t h e r e  

w ould  " i n f i n i t e l y "  e x c e e d  t h a t  o f  t h e  s o u th e rn  

m in e s . ^ R e a l i z in g  t h a t  h i s  s t a te m e n ts  m ig h t be 

c o n s id e r e d  e x a g g e r a te d ,  Ward i n s i s t e d ,  "They a re  

n o t  s o ;  th e y  w i l l  be  c o n f irm e d  by  e v e ry  f u t u r e  

r e p o r t .
an

W a rd 's  i n f l u e n c e  was s u b s t a n t i a l .  ' A 

F re n c h  s c i e n t i f i c  e x p e d i t i o n  to  n o r th e r n  M exico

^^W ard, M ex ico , I I ,  p p .  1 6 0 , 1 58 .

^ ^ I b i d . , p .  6 0 0 . H ow ever, a  d i s i l l u s i o n e d  
i n v e s t o r ,  w r i t i n g  o f  W a rd 's  i n f l u e n c e ,  "Lo w ere 
n o t  th e  p a g e s  o f  W a rd 's  H i s t o r y  o f  M exico u n f o ld e d  
t o  y o u r  g aze  ! " — b o u g h t #1 5 , OoO w o r th  o f  s to c k  i n  
m in es m e n tio n e d  i n  W a rd 's  M ex ico . R e la t i n g  th e  
f u t i l i t y  o f  i n v e s t i n g  i n  N o r th  M exican  m in e s , he 
a m u s in g ly  c o n c lu d e d , "The f i r s t  d o l l a r  I  h av e  e v e r  
r e c e iv e d  fro m  any  c o n n e c t io n  I  h av e  e v e r  h a d  w i th  
m ines comes fro m  t h i s  a r t i c l e  n a r r a t i n g  my ex 
p e r i e n c e . "  "rfy M ex ican  M in e s ,"  H a rp e rs  New M on th ly  
M ag az in e , XXXV (S e p te m b e r , 1 8 6 7 ) ,  P P . 4 5 7 , 4 5 9 .
ÏÏS2T

^^S ee  " N o tic e  s u r  d eu x  no v e a u x  m in é ra u x  
d é c o u v e r ts  à  C u le b r a s ,  au  M e x iq u e ,"  A n n a le s  d e s  
s c i e n c e s  n a t u r e l l e s . V o l. XIV (D ecem ber, 1 8 2 7 ) , 
p p .  3 7 1 -5 '?^ ; " P r o d u i t  du  M exique en  o r  e t  en  
a r g e n t  m o n n ay é s ,"  I b i d . , XVI (O c to b e r ,  1 8 2 9 ) ,  p .  
1 13 ; " S t a t e  and  P r o s p e c t s  o f  M ex ico , 184-3," 
E c l e c t i c ,  VI (D ecem b er, 184-5), 4 4 3 .
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d u r in g  M a x im i l ia n 's  e m p ire  c o r r o b o r a te d  W a rd 's  ju d g m en t 

and  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  th e  "m o th e r 

m o u n ta in "  p r o v id e d  a  " s i l v e r  c o re "  from  w h ich  s i l v e r  

" r a d i a t e d  i n  a l l  d i r e c t i o n s ,  g ro w in g  l e s s  r i c h  

a c c o rd in g  to  i t s  d i s t a n c e  from  th e  c e n t r e . "  S uch  g r e a t  

w e a l th ,  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  F ren ch m an , w ould  co m p e n sa te  

f o r  b o th  m in in g  c o s t s  and  arm y e x p e n se s  a s  " f i v e  

th o u s a n d  men m ig h t d i g ,  and  p i c k ,  and b l a s t  away 

a t  i t  f o r  a  h u n d re d  y e a r s  and  a t  th e  en d  o f  t h a t  t im e  

th e  y i e l d  w ould  b e  a s  r i c h ,  i f  n o t  r i c h e r ,  th a n  when
/ I  Q

th e y  b e g a n ."  C la im in g  t h a t  S o n o ra  w as th e  m o st 

i n t e r e s t i n g  a r e a  i n  a l l  o f  M exico , Ward p r o v o c a t iv e l y  

a s s e r t e d  t h a t  i t s  m in e s  c o u ld  p r o v id e  E u ro p e a n s  w i th  

m ore w e a l th  th a n  h ad  y e t  b e e n  p r o c u r e d  fro m  th e  New 

W orld .

"The M ines o f  S a n ta  E u l a l i a ,  C h ih u a h u a ,"  
H a rp e rs  New M on th ly  M a g az in e , XXXV (N ovem ber, 1 8 5 7 ) ,  
p p .  6 8 5 -8 5 .

^^W ard, M ex ico . I I ,  5 1 1 . Ward p e r s i s t e n t l y  
a p p e a le d  to  E u ro p e a n s , a s  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  a l s o  h a d  
a s p i r a t i o n s .  C. H arv ey  G a r d in e r ,  e d . , ^ x i c o .  1 8 2 5 - 
1 828 ; The J o u r n a l  and  C o rre sp o n d e n c e  o f  Edw ard 
g h o rn to n  T ay lo e  (cV iapel H i l l :  The U n i v e r s i t y  o f
NortT^ C a r o l in a  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 9 ) ,  p .  1 5 4 . T ay lo e  was a  
s t a f f  member o f  J o e l  R . P o i n s e t t ,  U n ite d  S t a t e s  
m i n i s t e r  t o  M exico and  a  b i t t e r  a n t a g o n i s t  o f  H . G. 
W ard. A lso  s e e  J .  F re d  R ip p y , R iv a l r y  o f  th e  U n i te d
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B r i t i s h ,  F re n c h  and German c a p i t a l i s t s ,  

s t i m u l a t e d  h y  th e  r e - p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  H u m b o ld t 's  w ork 

and  c h a l le n g e d  by  W a rd 's  v o lu m e s , i n v e s t e d  h e a v i ly  

i n  M exican  m in e s .  Such  c o m p e t i t io n  r e q u i r e d  th e s e  

i n v e s t o r s  t o  su b m it t o  te rm s  d i c t a t e d  b y  M exican  p r o 

p r i e t o r s ,  and  c o n s t a n t  l i t i g a t i o n  o v e r  d i s p u t e d  t i t l e s  

and  f i c t i t i o u s  c la im s  h in d e r e d  th e  e n fo rc e m e n t o f  

c o n t r a c t s .  M e x ic o 's  p o l i t i c a l  p ro b le m s  a d d ed  

f u r t h e r  c o m p l i c a t io n s ,  w h i le  th e  a b se n c e  o f  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r e s u l t e d  i n  e x p e n s iv e  m in in g  

m a c h in e ry  n e v e r  r e a c h in g  i t s  d e s t i n a t i o n . ^ ^

A t t r a c t e d  by  th e  g r e a t  m in e r a l  w e a l th  d e s c r ib e d  by  

H um boldt and  W ard, E u ro p e a n s  c o n t in u e d  to  b e l i e v e  

t h a t  a  s t a b l e  and  p e rm is s iv e  M exican  g o v e rn m en t 

w ould  r e d u c e  a l l  th e s e  h in d r a n c e s .

W hile  E u ro p ea n  c a p i t a l  g r a d u a l ly  r e v iv e d  

th e  m in e s , M exico c o n t in u e d  to  e n d u re  g ra v e  p ro b le m s . 

In  1828 d i s s e n s i o n  a g a in  d e v e lo p e d  i n t o

S t a t e s  and  G re a t  B r i t a i n  o v e r  L a t i n  A m e ric a , 1 8 0 8 - 
1630  ( B a l t im o r e :  The Jo h n s  H opk ins k r e s s ,  1 ^ 2 ^ ) .

^^"T he E m pire o f  M e x ic o ,"  Q u a r t e r ly  R ev iew , 
V o l. 115  ( A p r i l ,  1 8 6 4 ) ,  p p .  3 6 1 -6 2 .
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c i v i l  w a r . The f ig h t in p ;  i n  M exico C i ty  d e s t r o y e d

th e  m a jo r  s h o p p in g  d i s t r i c t ,  th e  P a r i a n  m a rk e t;

f o r e i g n  r e s i d e n t s ,  t h e  m ain  v i c t i m s ,  w ere  i n c i t e d .

F e rd in a n d  V II  o f  S p a in ,  f i n a n c i a l l y  i n s o l v e n t

a f t e r  l o s i n g  th e  A m erican  c o l o n i e s ,  b e l i e v e d  t h a t

i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  M exico w ou ld  r e s t o r e  o r d e r  and

s o v e r e ig n ty  a n d , i n  1 8 2 9 , th e  S p a n ia rd s  s e i z e d  th e

M exican  p o r t  o f  T am pico . A lth o u g h  M exico r e p e l l e d

t h i s  i n v a s i o n ,  th e  p a t t e r n  w h ich  em erged  was c l e a r ;

i n t e r n a l  e r u p t i o n s ,  dam age to  f o r e i g n  in v e s tm e n t s ,

an d  a t te m p te d  o r  t h r e a t e n e d  i n t e r v e n t i o n .

W ith  th e  s e c e s s io n  o f  T e x a s , M e x ic o 's

w eak n ess  w as a b u n d a n t ly  a p p a r e n t , I n  1 8 5 8 , o n ly

two y e a r s  a f t e r  T exas becam e in d e p e n d e n t ,  th e

O r l e a n i s t  K ing o f  F r a n c e ,  L o u is  P h i l i p p e ,  dem anded
52re im b u rse m e n t f o r  dam ages s u f f e r e d  b y  F ren ch m en .

^ When c a p tu r e d  b y  th e  T e x a n s , A n to n io  
L opez de S a n ta  Anna r e p o r t e d l y  e x c la im e d , "You may 
e s te e m  y o u r s e l f  f o r t u n a t e ,  i n  h a v in g  c o n q u e re d  th e  
N a p o leo n  o f  th e  New W o rld ."  " S t a t e  and  P r o s p e c t s  o f  
M ex ico , 1 8 4 5 ,"  E c l e c t i c . V o l. VI (D ecem b er, 184-5), 
p .  4-50. I r o n i c a l l y ,  th e  f i r s t  P r e s i d e n t  o f  T ex as was 
nam ed M ira b e a u  B o n a p a r te  L am ar.

^^The F re n c h  w ere  a l r e a d y  a  c o n s id e r a b le  
num ber i n  M ex ico . By 1854-, n e a r l y  o n e - f o u r t h  o f  th e  
2 5 ,0 0 0  f o r e i g n  r e s i d e n t s  w ere  F re n c h .  W i l f r i d  H ardy  
C a l l c o t t , S a n ta  A nna: The S to ry  o f  an  Enigm a Who
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B om barding  th e  h i t h e r t o  im p re g n a b le  f o r t r e s s  o f  San

J u a n  de U liia , L o u is  P h i l i p p e  w ith d re w  a f t e r  s e c u r in g

a  g u a ra n te e  o f  c la im s  v a lu e d  a t  s i x  h u n d re d  th o tis a n d

p e s o s .  T h is  " P a s t r y  War" w as s u c c e s s f u l  b u t  h a d

l i n g e r i n g  r e p e r c u s s i o n s . ^ ^  F o r t h e  f i r s t  t im e  Ifex ico

h a d  b e e n  in v a d e d  b y  F ren ch m en , an  i n t e r e s t i n g  e x c e p t io n

t o  L o u is  P h i l i p p e 's  c a u t io u s  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  w h ich  c o n -
54t r i b u t e d  to  h i s  f a l l  fro m  pow er t e n  y e a r s  l a t e r .

Once Was M exico (N orm an: U n i v e r s i t y  o f  O klahom a
ï r e s 's T  '299 .

^ ^ T h is  i n c i d e n t  i s  te rm e d  th e  P a s t r y  W ar, 
a s  one o f  th e  F re n c h  c la im a n ts  w as a  b a k e r  a t  
T a c u b ay a . F o r  F re n c h  a c c o u n ts ,  s e e  P i e r r e  de l a  
G o rc e , H i s t o i r e  du se c o n d  e m p ire  (12^ e d . , 7 v o l s . ;  
P a r i s :  !p io n -W o u rr i t  e t  Cie, 1 9 i 4 ) ,  IV , 8-11, and
T a x i l e  D e lo rd , H i s t o i r e  d u  se c o n d  e m p ire :  1848-
1869 (6 v o l s . ;  P a r i s :  L i b r a r i e  G erm er B a i l l i ^ e ,
Î5i9‘-18?5), I I I ,  278-79 =

^ ^ O r l e a n i s t s  c o n t in u e d  to  be  c o n n e c te d  w i th  
M ex ico , The Due d 'A u m a le , f i f t h  so n  o f  L o u is  
P h i l i p p e  w as l a t e r  c o n s id e r e d  f o r  t h e  M exican  
t h r o n e ,  and  ru m o rs  w ere  t h a t  L o u is  P h i l i p p e  him 
s e l f  had  o n ce  c o v e te d  th e  M exican  t h r o n e .  "The E m pire  
o f  M e x ic o ,"  Q u y t e r  l y  R ev iew , V o l. 115 ( A p r i l ,  1864), 
p .  3 7 7 . J o s e  M anuel H id a lg o ,  N o te s  s e c r e t e s  de 
M. H id a lg o  a  d e v e lo p e r  l e  .jou r ou 11 c o n v ie n d ra  
d ' é c r i r e  1^h i s t o i r e  de  l a  f o n d a t i o n  de l 'e m p i r e  
m e x ic a in , H a u s a re h iv  K a is e r  M a x im ilia n s  von  
M ex ico , MSS i n  th e  H au s-H o f-u n d  S t a a t s a r c h i v ,
V ie n n a , P h o t o s t a t i c  F a c im i l e s ,  L ib r a r y  o f  C o n g re s s , 
W a sh in g to n , C a r to n  19 (1865), N o. 46 ( H e r e i n a f t e r  
c i t e d  a s  HHUSA, M a x im il ia n ) .
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N ap o leo n  I I I ,  h i s  s u c c e s s o r ,  now h a d  b o th  a  p r e c e d e n t  f o r  

i n t e r f e r e n c e  and  a  m o t iv a t io n  f o r  p e r s e v e r a n c e .

M exico h ad  won a  P y r r h i c  v i c t o r y  i n  t h e  P a s t r y  W ar.

T h ro u g h o u t th e  1 8 4 0 ' s  and  1 8 5 0 ' s  M e x ic o 's  

t r o u b l e s  i n c r e a s e d ,  a s  p o l i t i c a l  and  econom ic  

a n a rc h y  c o n t in u e d .  D e fy in g  th e  c e n t r a l  g o v e rn m e n t, 

Y u c a ta n  b o l d l y  h i r e d  th e  n av y  o f  th e  new T exas 

R e p u b lic  a n d , i n  1 8 4 8 , o f f e r e d  s o v e r e ig n ty  o v e r  

Y u c a ta n  to  S p a in ,  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  and  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s .  

R e s t l e s s  I n d i a n s  i n  S o n o ra  and  C h ih u ah u a  becam e 

more a s s e r t i v e ,  and  t ^ e i r  r e l e n t l e s s  r a i d s  p ro v o k e d  

t a l k  o f  s e c e s s io n  i n  th e  n o r t h e r n  s t a t e s  by  

l i b e r a l s  who d e s p a i r e d  o f  g o v e rn m en t h e l p . ^ ^  B o th  

C o n s e rv a t iv e  an d  L i b e r a l  M e x ica n s , i m i t a t i n g  

E urope  and  d e n i g r a t i n g  M ex ico , s p o r a d i c a l l y  s e n t  

o u t  a p p e a ls  f o r  E u ro p e a n s  to  r e s t o r e  o r d e r . I n

^ % e l s o n  R e e d , The C a s te  War o f  Y u c a ta n  
( S t a n f o r d ;  S t a n f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 ^ 6 7 ) ,  p p .  
3 1 , 8 5 -8 6 .

^ ^ R o b e r t  C. S te v e n s ,  "The A pache M enace i n  
S o n o ra , 1 8 5 1 -1 8 4 9 ,"  A r iz o n a  and  th e  W est. V o l .  VI 
(A utum n, 1 9 5 4 ) ,  p p .  2 l l - 2 ^ ^ ; B a n c r o f t .  W orth  
M exican  S t a t e s . I I ,  6 7 1 .

^ ^ N e t t i e  L ee B enson , "M exican  M o n a r c h is t s ,  
1 8 2 5 -1 8 5 7 ,"  a  p a p e r  r e a d  a t  th e  S o u th w e s t S o c i a l
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1840 José^ M a ria  G u t i e r r e z  de E s t r a d a  f i r s t  a p p e a le d  

f o r  a  m o n arch , aiid i n  1853 S a n ta  A nna and  L ucas 

A lam an, t r y i n g  to  s e c u r e  a  t r i p a r t i t e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  

o f  G re a t  B r i t a i n ,  S p a in  and  j?rance  i n  M exico , 

e n d o rs e d  G u t i e r r e z ' i n t e r e s t  i n  a  S p a n is h  p r i n c e .

The w ar w i th  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  was th e  m ost 

s e r i o u s  d a n g e r  i n  M e x ic o 's  tw e n ty - f iv e  y e a r s  o f  

in d e p e n d e n c e . D e s p e ra t io n  was a p p a r e n t  i n  1846 

when J o s e  M a ria  L u is  M ora, th e  L i b e r a l  M exican 

M in i s t e r  t o  E n g la n d , o f f e r e d  to  s e l l  G re a t  B r i t a i n  

a  p o r t i o n  o f  t e r r i t o r y  t h a t  w ould  c r e a t e  a  b u f f e r  

b e tw e e n  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  and  M exico.^®  R iv a l r y  

b e tw e e n  E urope  an d  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  f o r  N o r th e rn  

M exico was i n t e n s e .  N ap o leo n  I I I  knew o f  G e n e ra l 

Z a c h a ry  T a y l o r ’s  cam p aig n s an d  o f  G e n e ra l W in f ie ld  

S c o t t ' s  r a p i d  m arch  on M exico C i ty :  w i th in  a

m ere two y e a r s  a f t e r  h o s t i l i t i e s  b e g a n , th e  U n ite d  

S t a t e s  a b s o rb e d  m ore th a n  o n e - h a l f  o f  M exico i n

S c ie n c e  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  D a l l a s ,  T e x a s , M arch 2 5 , 1 9 7 3 .

^ ^ O h a r le s  A. H a le ,  M exican  L ib e r a l i s m  i n  
th e  Age o f  M ora, 1821-1853  l^ew  H aven : ï a l e
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  p p .  1 5 , 8 ,  2 1 1 . C a l l c o t t ,
S a n ta  A nna, p .  5 0 5 .
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ex ch an g e  f o r  $15  m i l l i o n  and th e  c a n c e l l a t i o n  o f  u n p a id  

c la im s .  A n n e x a tio n  b y  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  o f  n o r t h e r n  

M ex ico , " i n  th e  d i r e c t  'm a n i f e s t  d e s t i n y '  l i n e  o f  

a c q u i s i t i o n , "  seem ed an  a t t a i n a b l e  p o s s i b i l i t y . ^ ^

The f u r t h e r  v u l n e r a b i l i t y  o f  M exico was 

p a t e n t l y  c l e a r .  In  s p i t e  o f  e a r l i e r  in v e s tm e n t  f r u s 

t r a t i o n s ,  d u r in g  th e  1 8 5 0 ' s — th e  p e r i o d  i n  w h ich  

A m erican  an d  A u s t r a l i a n  g o ld  was in n u n d a t in g  

E u ro p e— E u ro p e a n  c a p i t a l  f lo o d e d  i n t o  M exican  

m in in g  e n t e r p r i s e s .  A F re n c h  a d v e n tu r e r ,  H ip p o ly te  

du  P a s q u ie r  de D om m artin , a r r i v e d  i n  M exico s h o r t l y  

a f t e r  i t s  a b j e c t  d e f e a t  i n  t h e  w ar w i th  th e  U n ite d  

S t a t e s  and  s k e tc h e d  p l a n s  f o r  F re n c h  c o l o n i e s ,  f i r s t  

i n  C h ihuahua  and  th e n  i n  S o n o ra . D e l in e a t in g  h i s  

o b j e c t i v e s  i n  a  bo o k  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1 8 5 2 , D om m artin 

c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  th e  d e v e lo p in g  r i v a l r y  o f  F ra n c e  

an d  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  f o r  n o r t h e r n  M e x i c o . H e

59"Qjhe M ines o f  N o r th e rn  M e x ic o ,"  K n ic k e r 
b o c k e r . V o l. L V II ( J u n e ,  1 8 6 1 ) , p .  577•

^ ^ H ip p o ly te  du  P a s q u ie r  de D om m artin, L es 
E ta t s - U n i s  e t  l e  f f e ^ q u e :  l ' i n t ^ r ë ' t  e u ro p é e n  d y i s
l 'A m é r iq u e  du  n o rd  ( !P a r is ;  ( z u i ï la u m ln , 1 8 5 2 ) ;  f o r  a  
c o n te m p o ra ry  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  h i s  p l a n ,  s e e  A n n u a ire  d e s  
Deux M ondes, 1850 ( P a r i s ,  1 8 5 1 ) ,  PP« 9 0 9 -9 1 0 ; f o r
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c la im e d  t h a t  F re n c h  hegem ony i n  S o n o ra  w ould c u r t a i l  

f u r t h e r  e x p a n s io n  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  r e s t o r e  

S o n o r a 's  p r o s p e r i t y ,  im p la n t  E u ro p ea n  C a th o l ic  

c o l o n i s t s  to  s to p  a d v a n c in g  A n g lo -S ax o n  P r o t e s t a n t s  

a n d , w h i le  a c c o m p l is h in g  th e s e  g o a l s ,  th e  F re n c h  

w ould  be  r e m u n e ra te d  w i th  m e t a l l i c  w e a l th  e q u iv a le n t  

t o  t h a t  o f  C a l i f o r n i a . ^ ^  I n t r e p i d l y  r e q u e s t i n g  th e  

c e s s io n  o f  v a s t  u n o c c u p ie d  l a n d s  " i n  o r d e r  t o  o f f e r  

i t  to  my c o u n try m en  o f  F ra n c e  a n d  o f  E u ro p e ,"  

D om m artin c a j o l e d ,  "A c o u n tr y  c a l l s  u s . . .  . L e t  

u s  go to  h e r !  And who knows b u t  t h a t  i n  s t r e t c h i n g  

o u t  to  h e r  a  h an d  o f  s a f e t y ,  we m ay, p e rh a p s  sa v e  

o u r s e l v e s . "

s e c t i o n a l  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  D om m artin ' s  book  s e e  New 
Y ork  T im e s , D ecem ber 15» 2 2 , 2 4 , 1 8 5 2 ; J a n u a ry  1 0 , 
1 8 5 3 . F o r  c o n g r e s s io n a l  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  th e  F re n c h 
m an, s e e  U. S . C o n g re s s ,  C o n g r e s s io n a l  G lo b e , 52d 
C o n g ., 2d  s e s s . .  V o l. XXVI, A p p e n d ix , 1853- 
Dom m artin ' s b o o k  was r e p r i n t e d  i n  th e  New Y ork  Tim es 
a f t e r  N ap o leo n  I l l ' s  coup  d 'd ^ ta t  an d  a f t e r  th e  
F re n c h  C ount R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n ' s o c c u p a t i o n  o f  
H e rm o s i l lo  i n  1 8 5 2 .

^ ^ T h is  i s  a  r e c u r r i n g  p r e d i c t i o n .  See a l s o  
"M ines o f  N o r th e rn  M e x ic o ,"  K h ic k e rb o c k e r , L V II 
( J u n e ,  1 8 6 1 ) ,  p .  580 ; an d  S to n e , " S o n o ra ,"  p .  1 6 8 .

New Y ork T im e s , Decem ber 1 5 , 1852 , p .  5 .
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D om m artin h a d  s u b s t a n t i a l  r e a s o n s  f o r  b e 

l i e v i n g  t h a t  S o n o ra  w ou ld  n o t  o n ly  be r e c e p t i v e ,  

b u t  a l s o  g r a t e f u l ,  t o  P r a n c e .  J o s /  de A g u i l a r ,  

g o v e rn o r  o f  S o n o ra , u r g e n t l y  c o n ta c t e d  th e  F re n c h  

m i n i s t e r  t o  M ex ico , A ndre L e v a s s e u r ,  t o  p ro m o te  

E u ro p ea n  im m ig r a t io n ,  an d  S o n o r a 's  1850 c o lo n i z a -  

t i o n  d e c re e  ad d ed  s u b s ta n c e  t o  h i s  s i n c e r i t y .  

A lth o u g h  D om m artin  w as d i s c o u r a g e d  t h a t  th e  

c e n t r a l  M exican  g o v e rn m e n t r e j e c t e d  S o n o r a 's  

c o l o n i z a t i o n  p ro g ra m , he was h o p e f u l  t h a t  

" i f  i t s  f r u i t  m u st be  l o s t  t o  me, I  do n o t  w ish  

t h a t  i t  s h o u ld  be f o r  my c o u n t r y . R u m i n a t i n g  on 

th e  r i c h e s  o f  M exico b e f o r e  1 8 1 0 , th e  F renchm an

^ C o lo n iz a t io n  D ecree  o f  S o n o ra , May 6 ,  1 8 5 0 , 
i b i d . The t e x t  o f  t h i s  S o n o ra n  c o l o n i z a t i o n  d e c r e e  
i s  i n  th e  d e c r e e  o f  th e  n a t i o n a l  c o n g re s s  t h a t  
ju d g e d  i t  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l ,  on t h e  g ro u n d s  t h a t  i t  
a s s e r t e d  s t a t e  p o w e rs  r e s e r v e d  f o r  th e  n a t i o n a l  
g o v e rn m e n t. See P a t r i c i a  R . H e r r in g ,  "A P la n  f o r  
th e  C o lo n iz a t io n  o f  S o n o r a 's  N o r th e r n  F r o n t i e r :  The
P a re d e s  P r o y e c to s  o f  1 8 5 0 ,"  J o u r n a l  o f  A r iz o n a  
H i s t o r y , V o l. X (Sum m er, 1 9 6 9 ) ,  p p .  1 0 ^ -1 1 4 ; O d ie  B, 
F a u lk ,  t r a n s .  and  e d . , " P r o j e c t e d  M exican  C o lo n ie s  
i n  th e  B o r d e r la n d s ,  1 8 5 2 ,"  J o u r n a l  o f  A r iz o n a  H is 
t o r y , V o l. X (Sum m er, 1 9 6 9 ) ,  p p .  1 1 5 -1 2 8 ; O die  fe. 
F a u lk ,  t r a n s .  an d  e d . , " P r o j e c t e d  M exican  M i l i t a r y  
C o lo n ie s  f o r  th e  B o r d e r la n d s ,  1 8 4 8 ,"  J o u r n a l  o f  
A r iz o n a  H i s t o r y . V o l. IX ( S p r in g ,  1 9 6 8 ) , p p .  5 ^ - 4 ? .

^^New Y ork T im es, D ecem ber 2 2 , 1 8 5 2 , p .  2 .
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to o k  sa m p le s  o f  S o n o r a 's  m in e r a l  w e a l th  b a ck  to

F ra n c e  and e x p la in e d  t h a t  th e  m a jo r  r e a s o n  su c h

s i l v e r  h ad  b e e n  n e g le c t e d  was th e  i n a b i l i t y  o f

M ex icans to  w ork th e  m in es  and  d e fe n d  t h e i r

c o u n tr y  a t  t h e  same t im e .^ ^  W ith  g r e a t  i n s i s t e n c e —

"As a  E u ro p e a n , a s  a  F renchm an , I  b e s e e c h  E u ro p e , I

a d ju r e  my c o u n t r y " — Dom m artin e n t r e a t e d  f o r  p ro m p t

and  v ig o r o u s  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  n o r t h e r n  M exico .

I n t e r e s t  was h e ig h te n e d  by th e  M exican  d i s p l a y  a t

th e  U n iv e r s a l  E x p o s i t i o n  o f  1853 i n  P a r i s  w h ere

f i v e  m i l l i o n  v i s i t o r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s o v e r e ig n s  from

c e n t r a l  and  w e s te r n  E u ro p e , v iew ed  M exican  p r o d u c t s

and  c o n s id e r e d  them  th e  m ost r e m a r k a b le ,  a f t e r  th o s e
67from  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s ,  o f  th e  W e s te rn  H e m isp h e re .

D om m artin ' s  im p o r tu n i ty  was v i n d i c a t e d  by  

U n i te d  S t a t e s  i n t e r e s t  i n  S o n o ra . I n  F e b r u a r y ,

^ ^ I b i d . , D ecem ber 24-, 1 8 5 2 , p .  2 .

^ ^ I b i d . , D ecem ber 24-, 1 8 5 2 , p .  2 ; J a n u a r y  
10, 1853, pT?.

^ ^ h a  G o rc e , H i s t o i r e  du se c o n d  e m p ir e ,
IV , p .  14-. I n  1 8 5 7 , th e  F re n c h  g o v e rn m en t s e n t  
s c i e n t i f i c  team s to  M ex ico . D ésiré"  C h a rn ay , L es 
y i c i e p i e s  v i l l e s  du  N ouveau Monde; v o y a g es  
d ' e x p l o r a t i o n  au  M exique e t  d a n s  !L 'A m érique C e n t r a l e ,
1857-1Ô 82 T P a r 'i s ," ï '6 8 5 ^ T P P .' 1 ,  l 3 2 .
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1 8 5 9 1 S y l v e s t e r  Mowry a l e r t e d  F renchm en to  r i v a l  

d e s ig n s  when he  a d d re s s e d  th e  A m erican  G e o g ra p h ic a l  

and  S t a t i s t i c a l  S o c ie ty  i n  New Y ork on th e  im p o r

ta n c e  o f  A r iz o n a  and  S o n o ra .^®  Mowry a d v o c a te d  th e  

a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  S o n o ra , p r o b a b ly  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  

n e a rb y  in v e s tm e n t  p r o p e r t y ,  by  e n c o u ra g in g  A m erican  

e m ig r a t io n  t h e r e .  He a s s e r t e d  t h a t  S o n o r a 's  m in e r a l  

w e a l th  w o u ld  e q u a l  o r  s u r p a s s  t h a t  o f  th e  r i c h e s t  

a r e a  i n  th e  w o r ld  i f  i t  o n ly  h a d  p e a c e ,  c a p i t a l ,  

and  a  l i b e r a l  g o v e rn m e n t.

I n  a d d i t i o n , t o  S y l v e s t e r  Mowry' s e n th u 

s i a s t i c  a p p r a i s a l .  C a p ta in  Jim  Box, a  T exas r a n g e r ,  

a c c u m u la te d  m in e r a l  an d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d a ta  on th e  

n o r th  M exican  s t a t e s ,  and  d is m is s e d  p o s s ib l e  

E u ro p ea n  p r o t e s t ,  o v e r  th e  b a la n c e  o f  pow er

The F re n c h  s c i e n t i s t  M a lte -B ru n n , who 
w ro te  La S o n o ra  e t  s e s  m in es in. 1 8 6 4 . r e f e r r e d  to  t h i s  
a d d re ssT  Mowry, a  W est P o in t  g r a d u a te  and an  
o f f i c e r  a t  F o r t  Yuma i n  1855» was e l e c t e d  a s  a  
d e le g a t e  t o  C o n g re ss  fro m  th e  t e r r i t o r y  o f  A r iz o n a .
By 1860 he  o b ta in e d  th e  P a ta g o n ia  Mine t e n  m i le s  
from  th e  b o u n d a ry  l i n e  b e tw ee n  S o n o ra  an d  A r iz o n a .  
Mowry, A r iz o n a  an d  S o n o ra , p p .  2 3 5 -2 5 7 •

69̂ I b i d . , p p .  3 5 , 4 8 . Mowry was p a r t i c u l a r l y  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  th e  p o r t  o f  Guaym as, I b i d . ,  p p .  1 7 4 - 
1 7 5 .
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70p r i n c i p l e ,  i f  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  to o k  t h i s  a r e a .

He d e s c r i p t i v e l y  r e l a t e d  th e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  S o n o r a 's  

m in e s , s u f f i c i e n t l y  g r e a t  to  overcom e any  in c o n 

v e n ie n c e s .  E a s t  o f  A r i s p e ,  a  s u r f a c e  g o ld  v e in  was 

v i s i b l e  more th a n  t h r e e  le a g u e s  awayO), w h i le  a  s i l v e r  

m ine n e a rb y  p ro m is e d  e a s y  and  r i c h  p r o f i t s .  B o x 's  

a r t i c l e ,  v i r t u a l l y  a  m in e r 's  g u id e b o o k , c o n ta in e d  

p ag e  a f t e r  p a g e  o f  d e t a i l e d  and  c o l o r f u l  r e v e l a t i o n s

o f  u n e x p lo re d  r i c h e s ,  s i l v e r  m ines t h a t  " ru n  up f o r
71a m i l e , "  and  g o ld  t h a t  " e x i s t s  upon  a l l  h a n d s .

^ "The M ines o f  N o r th e rn  M e x ic o ,"  K n ic k e r
b o c k e r . L V II ( J u n e ,  1 8 6 1 ) ,  p .  577• T h is  a r t i c l e ,  
w r i t t e n  t o  e n t i c e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  c o l o n i s t s  to  
n o r th e r n  M exico by  " r e v e l a t i o n s  o f  i t s  a lm o s t 
i l l i m i t a b l e  r i c h e s , "  was p u b l i s h e d  f o u r  m onths 
b e fo r e  th e  t r i p a r t i t e  c o n v e n t io n  f o r  E u ro p ean  i n t e r 
v e n t io n  i n  M ex ico . I t  i s  b a s e d  on  th e  1855 U n ite d  
S t a t e s  B oundary  C om m ission r e p o r t  and  on d a t a  sub 
s e q u e n t ly  c o l l e c t e d  by  C a p ta in  J im  Box. O th e r  ex 
t r a v a g a n t  c la im s ,  c i t i n g  M exican m in in g  r e c o r d s ,  
p u r p o r t e d  t h a t  " th e  a n n u a l  p ro d u c e  o f  a  s i n g l e  
s i l v e r  m ine e x c e e d s  a  m i l l i o n  o f  d o l l a r s . "  R e p o r t  
o f F r e d e r i c k  Brwickow to  a  C om m ittee o f  th e  S to c k ~  
h o ld e r s  o f  t h e  É o n o ra  E x p lo r in g  and  M in ing  Co. upon 
th e  N i s t o r y .  R e s o u rc e s ,  and  P r o s p e c t s  o f  th e  Com- 
p an y  i n  A r iz o n a  ( C in c in n a t i  : R a i l r o a d  R e c o rd , 1 8 5 9 ) »
p .  5 4 .

71 "The M ines o f  N o r th e rn  M e x ic o ,"  K n ic k e r 
b o c k e r , L V II ( J u n e ,  1 8 6 1 ) ,  p p .  5 7 8 -5 8 6 . W r i te r s  
from  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  c o n c e n t r a te d  on th e  g o ld  
m in es o f  S o n o ra , w h i le  th o s e  from  E urope  e m p h a size d  
th e  s i l v e r  p o t e n t i a l .  See B a n c r o f t ,  N o rth  M exican  
S t a t e s ,  I ,  p p .  6 5 7 -6 8  f o r  g o ld  d i s c o v e r i e s  i n  th e
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S ix  m onths b e f o r e  t h i s  a r t i c l e ' s  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  B e n ito  

J u a r e z  h ad  e n te r e d  M exico C i ty ,  c a u s in g  Box to  

b e l i e v e  t h a t  w i th  th e  l i b e r a l s  i n  p o w e r, e m ig ra n ts  

w ould  f l o c k  to  S o n o ra , th e  "m ost a u r i f e r o u s  p o r t i o n  

o f  o u r  c o n t i n e n t .

S uch  a r t i c l e s  e m a n a tin g  fro m  th e  U n ite d  

S t a t e s  th re w  m ost E u ro p ea n s  i n t o  th e  camp o f

1 7 7 0 ' s  i n  S o n o ra . A lth o u g h  H um boldt g e n e r a l l y  
d e p r e c i a t e d  M exican  g o ld ,  he e m p h a s iz e d  t h a t  
S o n o r a 's  g o ld  "may b e  c o n s id e r e d  a s  th e  Choco o f  
N o r th  A m e ric a ."  H um bo ld t, E s s a i  p o l i t i q u e . I I I ,  
345 - 4 7 . A lso  se e  C h a r le s  de L a m b e r t ie ,  lEe dram e 
de S o n o ra  ( P a r i s ;  L ed o y en , 1 8 5 5 ) ; A lfre d , de 
L ac V iap e lle , Le com te de R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n  et: I ' e x -  
p d d l t i o n  de  l a  h o n o re  C^>aris: E . D e n tu , 1Ô59
p p .  ?4  f f . ;  an d  Ü a r l S a r t o r i u s ,  M exico A bout 1850 
{ S t u t t g a r t :  P . A . B ro ck h au s  K om m .-G escb. G. M.
B. H . ,  A b t .  A n tiq u a r iu m , 1 9 6 1 ) , p p .  1 9 1 -2 0 2 , a  
r e p r i n t  o f  th e  D a rm s ta d t , 1858 e d i t i o n .  M a x im ilia n  
h a d  a  p e r s o n a l  copy  o f  S a r t o r i u s ,  M exiko und d ie  
M ex ik an e r (D a rm s ta d t ,  1 8 5 2 ) .

"M ines o f  N o r th e rn  M e x ic o ,"  K n ic k e rb o c k e r , 
L V II ( J u n e ,  1861^,, p .  5 8 7 . T h is  b e l i e f  was p r o b a b ly  
s t i m u l a t e d  by J u a r e z ' a c c e p ta n c e  o f  th e  D ecem ber, 
1 8 5 9 , McLane-Ocampo t r e a t y ,  w h ic h  made many con 
c e s s io n s  t o  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s .  A lth o u g h  th e  U n ite d  
S t a t e s  S e n a te  r e j e c t e d  i t ,  M exican  c o n s e r v a t iv e s  
a l l e g e d  t h a t  n a t i o n a l  t e r r i t o r y  h a d  b e e n  s o l d ,  
w h i le  th e  l i b e r a l s  v ie w e d  th e  t r e a t y  a s  an  e x te n s io n  
o f  1831 a n d  1853 t r e a t i e s .  B a n c r o f t ,  H i s to r y  o f  
M ex ico , V, p p . 7 7 3 -7 7 6 . S y l v e s t e r  Mowry a l s o  
b e l i e v e d  t h a t  th e  p r o s p e c t s  o f  S o n o ra  g r e a t l y  
im p ro v ed  a f t e r  1 8 5 9 . Mowry, A r iz o n a  and  S o n o ra , 
p .  9 2 .
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c o n s e r v a t iv e  M e x i c a n s , L o r d  P a lm e r s to n ,  th e  

B r i t i s h  P rim e  M i n i s t e r ,  who h ad  d e r i s i v e l y  s c o r n e d  

M e x ic o 's  d i s o r d e r s ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  i f  M exico " c o u ld  b e  

tu r n e d  i n t o  a  p r o s p e r o u s  M onarchy I  do n o t  know o f  

an y  a rra n g e m e n t t h a t  w ou ld  be m ore a d v a n ta g e o u s  

f o r  u s .  . . ." 7 ^  As M a x im ilia n  was e n ro u te  to  

M ex ico , some B r i t i s h  j o u r n a l s  r e f l e c t e d  

P a l m e r s t o n 's  v ie w s  a n d , q u o t in g  H um bold t, W ard, 

an d  M ic h e l C h e v a l i e r ,  th e y  la u d e d  th e  p r o s p e c t i v e  

c h a n g e s  f o r  M ex ico : w ith  E u ro p ea n  t e c h n iq u e s ,

th e  a n n u a l  M exican  s i l v e r  p r o d u c t io n  c o u ld  p e rh a p s  

be t r i p l e d ,  an d  th e  u n e x p lo r e d  m in e r a l  r e s o u r c e s  

o f  S o n e ra , r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  M e x ic o 's  r i c h e s t

^ ^ A s s e r t io n s  w ere  made t h a t  th e  m in es o f  
S o n o ra  and  Lower C a l i f o r n i a  n e e d e d  e i t h e r  a  M ex ican  
f l e e t  o r  " th e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  a  n a v a l  s q u a d ro n  fro m  
P ra n c e "  t o  a v o id  t h e i r  c o n q u e s t  b y  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  
R o b e r t  H o g a r th  P a t t e r s o n ,  "The N a p o le o n ic  I d e a  i n  
M e x ic o ,"  B la c k w o o d 's  E d in b u rg h  M a g az in e , V o l. XCVI 
( J u l y ,  1 8 6 4 ) ,  p .  8 1 .

^ ^ P a lm e rs to n  t o  L o rd  Jo h n  R u s s e l l ,  F o r e ig n  
S e c r e t a r y ,  J a n u a ry  1 9 , 1 8 6 2 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  H a ro ld  
T em p erly  and L i l l i a n  M. P e n so n , e d s . .  F o u n d a tio n s  
o f  B r i t i s h  F o r e ig n  P o l i c y :  From P i t t  11^^92) to
S a l i s b u r y  ( l 9 0 2 ) 7 (L o n d o n : F ra n k  C ass & C o . ,  L td .
1 9 6 6 ) ,  p .  2 9 5 .
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m in in g  d i s t r i c t ,  w ould  b e  d e v e lo p e d .

The F re n c h  s c i e n t i s t ,  M. V ic to r  A dolphe 

M a lte -B ru n , g u l l i h l y  c o n c u r r e d  t h a t  S o n o ra  w as one o f  

th e  r i c h e s t  p a r t s  o f  th e  w o r ld  i n  s i l v e r . A s s e r t i n g  

t h a t  no o t h e r  a r e a  h a d  s u c h  " e x t r a o r d in a r y "  m in e r a l  

p o t e n t i a l ,  e q u a l  t o  th e  p l a c e r s  o f  b o th  C a l i f o r n i a  

an d  A u s t r a l i a ,  he e ch o e d  e v a l u a t i o n s  o f  S o n o r a 's  

r i c h  v e in s  o f  " v i r g i n  s i l v e r "  t h a t  w as a c q u i r e d  i n  

" s l a b s . "77

75"%be E m oire o f  M e x ic o ,"  Q u a r te r ly  R ev iew , 
V o l. 115 ( A p r i l ,  1 8 6 4 ) , p p .  $ 49 , $5S , 3 % - % .

7 ^ M a lte -B ru n  fo u n d e d  th e  j o u r n a l  L es 
n o u v e l l e s  a n n a le s  d e s  v o y a g e s  i n  1 8 0 8 . La S o n o ra  
e i  s e s  m in e s  w as p u b l i s h e d  i n  b o o k le t  fo rm  i n  lë 6 4  
a f t e r  i t s  i n c l u s i o n  a s  a n  a r t i c l e  i n  M a lte -B ru n ' s 
j o u r n a l  th e  p r e v io u s  y e a r .  V ic to r  A dolphe M a l te -  
B ru n , La S o n o ra  e t  s e s  m in es ( P a r i s ;  A r th u s  B e r t r a n d ,  
1864), p p . 5» l o - l l ,  R e fe re n c e s  t o  S o n o ra  a s
th e  " r i c h e s t  a r e a  o f  th e  w o rld "  a r e  common i n  t h i s  
p e r i o d .  See L a m b e r t ie ,  Le dram e de S o n o ra , p .  1 0 .

77^81 te - B r u n ,  L a S o n o ra , p .  1 1 . N e a r ly  
s e v e n ty  y e a r s  a f t e r  M a l te - f e ru n 's  a s s e s s m e n t ,  m in in g  
i n v e s t o r s ,  c la im in g  t h a t  o n e - t h i r d  o f  th e  s e v e r a l  
th o u s a n d  o p e r a t i n g  M exican  m in e s  w ere  i n  S o n o ra , 
c o n t in u e d  th e  p ro p a g a n d a  t h a t  th e  l a r g e s t  m in e s  on 
th e  c o n t i n e n t  c o u ld  be  d e v e lo p e d  i n  n o r t h e r n  
S o n o ra . E . P .  Schramm, R e p o r t  on A rte m i s a  M ines 
L td .  L o c a te d  i n  S o n o ra . M ex ico , w i th  a  D e s c r ip t i o n  
o f  t h e  O re d e p o s i t s  C B isb ee , A r iz o n a :  s t o c k 
h o l d e r s  b e p o r t  to  P r e s i d e n t  O l iv e r  K e n d a l l ,
A r te m is a  M in e s , L t d . ,  1 9 3 2 ) ,  p p .  6 ,  1 4 .
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I r o n i c a l l y ,  i n  th e  same y e a r  t h a t  M a lte -B rn n  pub 

l i s h e d  h i s  b o o k l e t ,  th e  S c i e n t i f i c  Com m ission o f  

P a c h u ca  la m e n te d  " th e  e x a g g e ra te d  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  

M exico t h a t  c i r c u l a t e  th ro u g h o u t  a l l  o f  Europe."*^® 

M a lte -B ru n  e s t im a te d  th e  a n n u a l  m in e ra l  

p r o d u c t io n  i n  S o n o ra  to  b e  5 > 0 82 ,500  f r a n c s ,  a  

f i g u r e  m ore th a n  t h r e e  t im e s  th e  am ount o f  s i l v e r  

f r a n c s  c o in e d  i n  1 8 6 5 .^ ^  E s t im a t in g  th e  p o p u la t i o n

C om isio n  G i e n t i f i c a  de P a c h u c a , 1864 
(M ex ico ; J .  h .  A ndrade  y  P . E s c a l a n t e ,  1 0 6 $ ) , 
p .  6 .  O th e rs  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  S o n o ra n  s i l v e r  c o u ld  
h av e  " s p e e d i ly "  e l i m in a t e d  th e  n a t i o n a l  d e b t  o f  
F r a n c e .  "The P l o t  o f  th e  M exican  D ram a," The 
E c l e c t i c ,  VI (N ovem ber, 185?)>  P» 5 3 5 .

^^O r 1 ,0 1 5 ,5 0 0  p e s o s ,  w i th  5 f r a n c s  t o  th e  
p e s o .  M a lte -B ru n , L a S o n o ra , p .  1 ? .  T h is  was con 
s i d e r a b l y  lo w e r  th a n  ih e  a v e ra g e  a n n u a l  m in e r a l  
p r o d u c t io n  o f  7 >5 0 0 ,0 0 0  f r a n c s  fro m  1835 t o  1 8 5 0 , 
a  f i g u r e  t h a t  s t i l l  e x c e e d e d  th e  t o t a l  s i l v e r  
f r a n c s  c o in e d  i n  F ra n c e  i n  1 8 6 4 , when s i l v e r  c o in a g e  
a c c e l e r a t e d .  I b i d . ,  p .  2 6 . H ow ever, S t o n e 's  
e s t im a t i o n  o f  5 t o  5 m i l l i o n  p e s o s ,  b a s e d  on h i s
1 8 5 8 -5 9  s u r v e y s ,  was s u b s t a n t i a l l y  h i g h e r  th a n  
M a l te - B r u n 's .  S to n e ,  "N o tes  on th e  S t a t e  o f  
S o n o ra ,"  p .  1 6 9 . F o r F re n c h  c o in a g e  f i g u r e s ,  s e e  
G re a t  B r i t a i n ,  H a s a r d ' s  P y » l ia m e n ta r y  D e b a te s ,
3d s e r . .  V o l. 6 (H ouse o f  Commons), 1 8 7 6 , " R e p o rt 
on th e  D e p r e c ia t io n  o f  th e  P r i c e  o f  S i l v e r , "  
A p p e n d ix , p p .  8 8 -8 9 . A dding  a g r i c u l t u r a l  and  
a n im a l i t e m s ,  M a lte -B ru n  e s t im a te d  S o n o r a 's  a n n u a l  
p r o d u c t i v i t y  t o  be  2 ,7 0 8 ,0 0 0  p e s o s  o r  1 3 ,5 4 0 ,0 0 0  
f r a n c s .  M a lte -B ru n , L a S o n o ra , p .  1 7 .
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o f  S o n o ra  t o  b e  n e g l i g i b l e ,  o n ly  one q u a r t e r  o f  

w h ic h  was w h i t e ,  M a lte -B ru n  p o i n t e d l y  n o te d  t h a t  

th e  p r i n c i p a l  I n d ia n  t r i b e s  w ere d o c i l e  Y a q u is  and  

Mayos who p r o v id e d  n e c e s s a r y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  an d  

m in in g  l a b o r .  A lth o u g h  he  l i g h t l y  to u c h e d  on t h e  

d a n g e ro u s  P im as and  S e r i s ,  th e  F re n c h  s c i e n t i s t  

t r e a t e d  th e  " p e r f i d i o u s "  1 0 ,0 0 0  o r  1 2 ,0 0 0  A p ach es more 

s e r i o u s l y ,  a s  th e y  h ad  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  a c q u i r e d  f i r e

arm s from  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s ,  c o n t r a r y  t o  W a rd 's
80r e p o r t  t h a t  th e y  had  o n ly  a r ro w s . H ow ever, 

M a lte -B ru n  seem ed e n c o u ra g e d  by  S y l v e s t e r  M ow ry 's 

s t a te m e n t  t h a t  t h e  A paches w ere  n o t  a  s e r i o u s
on

o b s t a c l e  to  m in e r s .

S o n o r a 's  m in e r a l  w e a l th ,  e s p e c i a l l y  th e

p la q u e s  d 'a r g e n t  o f  t h e  A r iz o n a  m ine t h a t  e n t i c e d

tw o F re n c h  C o u n ts  t o  t h e i r  d e a th s  i n  th e  1 8 5 0 ' s
82was d e t a i l e d  b y  th e  F re n c h  s c i e n t i s t .  The

GOl b i d . .  p p .  1 3 -1 6 .

81Mowry, A r iz o n a  and S o n o ra , p .  6 8 . See 
M a lte -B ru n , La S o n o ra , p p .  f o r  r e f e r e n c e s  t o
Mowry ' s  a d d re s  s .

82M a lte -B ru n , La S o n o ra , p .  2 2 . One h u n 
d r e d  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  i n  1964, much w ro u g h t s i l v e r  was 
fo u n d  i n  a  s h a f t  o f  t h i s  g roup  o f  m in e s  by  Wayne 
W in te r s ,  an  A m erican  m in in g  e n g in e e r .  L a t e l y
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q u e s t io n  o f  why so  much p o t e n t i a l  w e a l th  i n  S o n o ra  h ad  

n o t  b e e n  m ined  by  im p e c u n io u s  M exican  g o v e rn m en ts  

was r a t h e r  c u r s o r i l y  d is m is s e d  b y  M a lte -B ru n , W ard, 

and  o t h e r s  by  b la m in g  n e g l e c t  o f  th e  m in es on 

p o l i t i c a l  i n s t a b i l i t y . ® ^  M a lte -B ru n  a l s o  d e r id e d  

e f f o r t s  o f  m in in g  a d v e n tu r e r s  who h ad  s p o r a d i c a l l y  

t r i e d  t o  r e s u s c i t a t e  S o n o ra n  m in e s ,  a s  th e y  w orked 

" w ith o u t  o r d e r  and  m e th o d ."  C i t i n g  s t a t i s t i c s  from  

T rav au x  a p o s t o l i q u e s  de l a  S o c i é t é  de J é s u s , t h e  F re n c h  

s c i e n t i s t  r e l a t e d  t h a t  th e  A r iz o n a  m ine h ad  p ro d u c e d  . 

p i e c e s  o f  s i l v e r  w e ig h in g  one o r  two a r r o b a s . a l th o u g h  

one n o te d  p i e c e  o f  s i l v e r  fro m  t h i s  m ine w e ig h ed  140 

a r r o b a s , o r  3»550 p o u n d s . H ow ever, h e  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  th e  

A r iz o n a  m ine was m e re ly  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  and  t h a t

Thom as, B e ^ e e n  Two E m p ire s ;  The L i f e  S to r y  o f  
C a l i f o r n i a 's  ÿ i r s t  S e n a to r ,  W illia m  M cKendraee Gwin 
C B oston: H oughton  M i f f l i n  Company, 1 ^ 6 9 ; ,  p .  2 9 1 .

® ^ I b id . , p p . 2 2 -2 5 . T h is  w as a l s o  th e

M exican  S t a t e s ,  I ,  p p .  5 2 7 -2 8  on  th e  A r iz o n a  m in e .
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i t  w ould  r e q u i r e  a  hupe  volum e t o  d e s c r i b e  a l l  o f

th e  m ines i n  d e t a i l ,  a c c o rd in g  t o  a n  " e x c e l l e n t "

c o n te m p o ra ry  a r t i c l e  on S o n o ra  i n  tb e  B u l l e t i n  de

l a  S o c ié t é  de G é o g ra p h ie  de Gen&ve, w hich  r e i n -
84f o r c e d  M a l te - B r u n 's  c o n t e n t i o n s .  M a lte -B ru n , a s  

o t h e r s ,  b e l i e v e d  m odern  m e ta l lu r g y  and  s c i e n t i f i c  

i n n o v a t io n s  w ou ld  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n c r e a s e  S o n o r a ' s 

m in e r a l  p r o d u c t i o n ,  and "imm ense p r o f i t s "  c o u ld  be 

made i f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  s e c u r i t y ,  an d  good  m anage

m ent w ere p ro v id e d .® ^  M aking lo n g - r a n g e  p l a n s ,  he  

s u g g e s te d  t h a t  a  r a i l r o a d  b e  b u i l t  t o  c o n n e c t

Guaym as, H e r m o s i l lo ,  U re s ,  and  A r is p e  f o r  maximum
88p r o d u c t io n  and  e f f i c i e n c y .

® ^ M a lte -B ru n , La S o n o ra , p p .  2 2 -2 5 .

® ^ I b i d . , p p .  2 6 , 2 8 . T h is ,  a g a i n ,  i s  a l s o  
t h e  c o n te n t i o n  o f  H um bold t and  many o t h e r  w r i t e r s .  
See P a t t e r s o n ,  " th e  N a p o le o n ic  I d e a  i n  M e x ic o ,"  
p .  8 2 ; S to n e ,  " S o n o r a ,"  p .  169» who e s t im a te d  
m in e r a l  p r o d u c t io n  c o u ld  b e  i n c r e a s e d  " a t  l e a s t  
t e n  t i m e s , "  a n d  Mowry, A r iz o n a  and  S o n o ra , p p .  1 2 3 . 
1 5 5 -1 3 5 . The F re n c h  w ere  w o rld  l e a d e r s  i n  p e r 
f e c t i n g  m in in g  m a c h in e ry , sa m p le s  o f  w h ich  w ere  
d i s p l a y e d  a t  th e  P a r i s  U n iv e r s a l  E x p o s i t i o n  o f  
1 8 6 7 . U. S .  C o n g re s s ,  H o u se , E x e c u tiv e  D ocum en ts. 
D oc. 2 0 7 , "M ines and  M in in g ,"  4 l s t  C o n g ., 2d  s e s s . ,  
1 8 6 9 -7 0 , p p .  5 2 5 , 591 f f .

® ® M alte-B run , L a S o n o ra , p .  2 8 . A lso  se e  
Mowry, A r iz o n a  a n d  S o n o ra , n . " ? 5 :  f o r  th e  S o n o ra n
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M a lte -B ru n  c o n c lu d e d  w i th  an  e i g h t e e n t h -  

c e n tu r y  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  v i c e r o y  o f  New S p a in  w h ic h  h a d  

p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  c o l o n i s t s  i n  S o n o ra  c o u ld  p ro d u c e  m in e r a l  

w e a l th  t h a t  w ould  a s t o n i s h  th e  w o r ld .  R em ind ing  

F renchm en t h a t  S p a in  h ad  f a i l e d  to  d e v e lo p  th e s e  

m in e s , t h e  s c i e n t i s t  r h e t o r i c a l l y  c h a l le n g e d ,

"W hich w i l l  b e  th e  n a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  f u l f i l l  t h i s  

p re d ic tio n ? "® * ^  N ap o leo n  I I I  p r o v id e d  th e  a n s w e r .

"W ith  a  b o ld n e s s  w h ich  p a y s  l i t t l e  r e g a r d  t o  w hat
QQ

o r d in a r y  men c a l l  i m p o s s i b i l i t i e s , "  he  s e n t  

F renchm en t o  M ex ico , a  c o u n t r y  t h r e e  t im e s  th e  s i z e  

o f  F r a n c e .  The ru m o red  w e a l th  o f  S o n o ra  an d  th e  

v u l n e r a b i l i t y  o f  M exico w ere  p a r t  o f  th e  c o n te x t  i n  

w h ich  th e  E m p ero r, i n  1 8 6 1 , d e s p e r a t e l y  s o u g h t  a  

s o l u t i o n  t o  h i s  a c u te  n e e d  f o r  s i l v e r .

m in es  w orked  b y  F renchm en  i n  th e  1 8 5 0 ' s ,  s e e  "M ines 
o f  N o r th e rn  M e x ic o ,"  K n ic k e rb o c k e r  ( J u n e ,  1 9 6 1 ) ,
p. 580.

® ^ M alte -B ru n , La S o n o ra , p p .  2 8 -2 9 . S y l v e s t e r  
Mowry p o s s e s s e d  a  c o p y  o f  a  1^57 m ap, o b ta in e d  b y  0 .
P .  S to n e ,  s u p p o s e d ly  fro m  th e  o r i g i n a l  i n  t h e  M exican  
a r c h i v e s .  Mowry, A r iz o n a  a n d  S o n o ra , p .  1 7 . A lso  
s e e  a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d ,  *'l^onora— ï t s  Immense W ea lth "  
i n  M exican  T im es , O c to b e r  2 1 , 1865» p .  2 ,  and  i b i d . , 
O c to b e r  1 5 , I S ë é ,  p .  2 ,

® ® P a tte rso n , "The N a p o le o n ic  I d e a  i n  M e x ic o ,"
p .  7 2 .



CHAPTER I I I  

THE FRENCH NEED FOR SILVER

A lth o u g h  th e  S econd  F re n c h  E m pire  i s  g en 

e r a l l y  ack n o w le d g ed  to  h av e  b e e n  a  p e r i o d  o f  p r o s p e r i t y ,  

w i th  th e  m o st r a p i d  econom ic  g ro w th  d u r in g  th e  

e n t i r e  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  o c c u r r in g  i n  th e  d e ca d e  

a f t e r  th e  coup d ' é t a t ,^  b y  1861 N ap o leo n  I I I  f a c e d  

a  m o n e ta ry  c r i s i s  w h ich  r e q u i r e d  th e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  

s i l v e r  i n  s u b s t a n t i a l  q u a n t i t i e s .  A t th e  r o o t  o f  h i s  

p ro b le m s  was g o ld .  I n  th e  tw e n ty - f iv e  y e a r s  b e tw e e n  

1850 an d  1875» th e  f i r s t  tw e n ty  y e a r s  c o in c id i n g  

w i th  th e  S econd  R e p u b lic  and  Second  E m p ire , th e  

w o r l d 's  g o ld  p r o d u c t io n  e q u a l le d  t h a t  o f  th e  p r e 

v io u s  557 y e a r s ,  fro m  1495 to  1 8 4 9 .^

^Rondo C am eron, e t  a l . .  B ank ing  i n  th e

p
A d o lf  S o e tb e e r ,  E d e l m e n t ^ l - ^ o d u k t i o n  luid 

w e r t h v e r h a l t n i s s  z w isc h e n  g o ld  und  s i l b e r .  s e i t  d e r  
e n td e c k u n g  A m e r ic a 's  b i s  z u r  g e g e n w a rt ( 6 o th a :  J .
P e r t h e s ,  1879^» p p . 1 0 7 - i l l ;  À ie x a n d e r  D el M ar, A 
H i s t o r y  o f  th e  P r e c io u s  M e ta ls ;  From th e  E a r l i e ï ï t  
tfim es t o  t h e  !& resent LLondon: Creo. S e l l  fe S o n s .
18SÔ ), p .  44-7; c a i r n e s .  E s s a y s  i n  P o l i t i c a l
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The i n f l u x  o f  g o ld  from  t h r e e  c o rn e r s  o f  th e  

e a r t h — S i b e r i a ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  and  A u s t r a l i a — u p s e t  

P r a n c e 's  t r a d i t i o n a l  s i l v e r - b a s e d  m o n e ta ry  sy s te m ; 

fro m  1855 to  1855 , a  r e v o l u t i o n  to o k  p la c e  i n  th e  

F re n c h  c u r r e n c y .^  S i l v e r ,  i n c r e a s i n g  i n  c o m p a ra tiv e  

v a lu e  th ro u g h o u t  th e  1 8 5 0 's  a s  g o ld  p r o d u c t io n  

s o a r e d ,  was h o a rd e d ,  m e l te d  down, a n d  e x p o r te d .  The 

F re n c h  n e e d  f o r  s i l v e r  i n t e n s i f i e d  d u r in g  th e  c o t to n  

c r i s i s  o f  th e  I 8 6 0 's .  As n i n e t y - t h r e e  p e r  c e n t  o f  

F r a n c e 's  im p o r ts  o f  raw  c o t t o n  came from  th e  A m erican  

S o u th , i t s  c o t to n  i n d u s t r y  s u f f e r e d  g r i e v o u s ly  when 

th e  C i v i l  War c u r t a i l e d  t h i s  s u p p ly .^  N a p o le o n 's  

t im o ro u s  an d  s p o r a d ic  q u e s t  f o r  s i l v e r  t o  r e s t o r e  

m o n e ta ry  s t a b i l i t y  a c c e l e r a t e d  when a l t e r n a t e  c o t t o n  

s u p p l i e r s  i n  I n d i a  dem anded paym ent i n  s i l v e r .

Economy (L ondon; M acm illan  and  C o .,  1 8 7 5 ) , p p . 1 1 5 - 
l l 6 ;  J .  L a u re n c e  L a u g h l in ,  The H i s to r y  o f  B im e ta l l is m  
i n  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  (New Y o rk : D. A p p le to n  and
Company, 1 8 9 2 ; ,  p p . 1 1 5 -1 1 6 .

^ L a u g h lin ,  B im e ta l l i s m , p .  1 19 .

^ C lau d e  F o h le n , L ' i n d u s t r i e  t e x t i l e  a u  tem ps 
d u  S econd  E m pire ( P a r i s :  P I o n ,  [ l ^ 5 6 ] ) ,  p .  1^8 ;
ï r a n k  L aw rence O w sley , K ing  C o tto n  D ip lom acy :
F o r e ig n  R e la t i o n s  o f  t h e  C o n f e d e ^ te  S t a t e s  o f  
American 12d e d . r e v .  ; C h ic a g o : The U n iv e r s i ty  o f
C h icag o  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 9 ) , p p . 1 4 -1 5 .
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The m in e s  o f  M exico w h ich  N ap o leo n  B o n a p a r te ^  

h a d  a l s o  c o v e te d  o f f e r e d  an  o b v io u s  a n sw e r t o  th e  

m o u n tin g  econom ic p ro b le m s  o f  F r a n c e .  Thus N ap o leo n  

I I I ,  i m i t a t i n g  h i s  u n c l e ,  tu r n e d  to  M exico a s  a  

s o u rc e  o f  t h a t  p r e c io u s  m e ta l  w h ich  w ould  p ro v id e  b o th  

t h e  s t a b i l i z a t i o n  o f  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  F re n c h  m o n e ta ry  

s t a n d a r d  an d  th e  medium to  p u rc h a s e  raw  c o t t o n  from  

I n d i a .

W hile e c o n o m is ts  l a t e r  c la im e d  t h a t  th e  

Em peror c o u ld  have s o lv e d  one o f  t h e s e  p r e s s i n g  

p ro b le m s  by  a d o p t in g  th e  g o ld  s t a n d a r d ,  th e  m a ss iv e  

i n f l u x  o f  g o ld  i n  th e  1 8 5 0 ' s  h a d  no p r e c e d e n t .  H is  

c o n s e r v a t iv e  econom ic a d v i s o r s  saw th e  c r i s i s  a s  one 

w h ich  w ould  p a s s  a n d , h a v in g  f a i t h  i n  th e  o ld  s y s te m , 

th e y  u rg e d  him  t o  r e t a i n  th e  b i m e t a l l i c  s t a n d a r d .

G re a t  B r i t a i n  was th e  o n ly  E u ro p ea n  c o u n t r y  t h a t  h ad  

a d o p te d ,  i n  1 8 5 1 , a  m o n o m e ta ll ic  s y s te m , b a s e d  on g o ld ,  

b e f o r e  t h i s  a v a la n c h e  b e g a n .^  F o r c e n t u r i e s ,  t h e  m o n e ta ry

^ L e fe b v re , N a p o le o n , I ,  252-237»

^A ndre P i e t t r e ,  M onnaie e t  économ ie  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l e  du  XIX® s i è c l e  a  n o s  .loiars C P a r is ;  
E ü t l o n s  C û ja s ,  p : ' W : --------- ---------



53

p o l i c i e s  o f  P ra n c e  h ad  r e f l e c t e d  a  t r a d i t i o n a l  

r e l i a n c e  on s i l v e r .

I n  th e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n tu r y ,  w h i le  th e  E n g l i s h  

and  S p a n is h  m in ts  f a v o r e d  g o ld ,  F re n c h  c u r r e n c y  was
7

a lm o s t  e n t i r e l y  s i l v e r  th ro u g h o u t  th e  c e n t u r y . '  

T em porary  a b e r r a t i o n s  h a d  o c c u r r e d ,  b u t  th e  r e t e n t i o n  

o f  a  s i l v e r  s t a n d a r d ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  enorm ous s h o r t - r u n  

d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  h a d  b e e n  v i n d i c a t e d  by  l a t e r  s h i f t s  i n  

m in e r a l  p r o d u c t i v i t y .  D u rin g  th e  tw e n ty  y e a r s  

b e tw ee n  1740 a n d  1 7 6 0 , B r a z i l i a n  m in e s  a d d ed  an  

e s t im a te d  JC40 m i l l i o n  t o  th e  w o r l d 's  s t o c k  o f  g o ld ,

e f f e c t i n g  G re sh a m 's  law  t h a t  ch eap  money d r i v e s
8d e a r e r  m oney o u t  o f  c i r c u l a t i o n .  The s h o r ta g e  o f  

s i l v e r  c u r r e n c y  becam e so g r e a t  i n  1759  t h a t  th e  

K ing and  n um bers o f  p r i v a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s  s e n t  t h e i r  

p l a t e  t o  th e  m in t . ^  H ow ever, a f t e r  1780 p r o d u c t io n

7 % ^
'H e n r i  S e e . H i s t o i r e  économ ique de  l a

F ra n c e :  Le moyen agê  e l  l ^ ^ c i e n  ré g im e  C l a r i s  :Librairie Armand doïin, 1 ^ 4 ë ) , p p .  x x ,  ^ 7 , 1 6 6 -1 7 1 .
Q

J .  H. C lapham , The Econom ie D evelopm en t o f  
F ra n c e  a n d  G erm any, 1 8 1 5 -1 9 1 4  (41b é d . :  C am b rid g e :
Ü n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  l y b i ) ,  p .  376 ; D e l M ar, P r e c io u s  
M e ta l s , p .  2 5 5 .

^W. A. Shaw, The H i s to r y  o f  C u rre n c y : 1232
t o  1896 (2 d  e d . ; L ondon: W ilso n s  & M iln e , l ô ^ é ) ,
p .  Ï 6 9 .
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o f  M exican  s i l v e r  i n c r e a s e d  i m m e n s e l y . I n  1785

G a lo n n é , c o m p t r o l l e r - g e n e r a l  o f  th e  f i n a n c e s  u n d e r

L o u is  XVI, e x e c u te d  th e  r e c o in a g e  t h a t  e s t a b l i s h e d

g o ld  a t  15)6 t im e s  th e  v a lu e  o f  s i l v e r  ( a  r a t i o  o f

15)6: 1 ) ,  b u t  f i v e  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  i n  1 7 9 0 , th e

N a t io n a l  A ssem bly  s e v e r e ly  c r i t i c i s e d  C a lo n n e 's

p o l i c y . D u r i n g  th e  F i r s t  R e p u b lic  an d  F i r s t

E m p ire , th e  m o n e ta ry  p ro b le m  dem anded a  m a jo r  am ount

o f  N apo leon  B o n a p a r t e 's  a t t e n t i o n .  H o a rd ed  m e t a l l i c

c u r r e n c y  c a u s e d  a  g r e a t  s c a r c i t y  o f  c o in ,  and  he

t r i e d  to  a c q u i r e  s i l v e r  and  g o ld  b y  i n c r e a s i n g
12F re n c h  e x p o r t s  an d  b y  " s im p le  c o n q u e s t ."  T u rn in g  

t o  m o n e ta ry  m e th o d s o f  th e  A n c ien  R eg im e, b y  th e  A ct 

o f  7 /1 7  g e r m in a l . An XI (M arch  2 0 , 1 8 0 3 ) ,  B o n a p a rte  

r e - e n a c t e d  C a lo n n e 's  e d i c t  o f  1 7 8 5 .^ ^  W ith

^ ^ L a u g h l in ,  B im e ta l l i s m , p .  15I ;  S e e .
H i s t o i r e  é c o n o m iq u e , p .  4 0 1 : D el M ar, P r e c io u s  
M e ta l s , p T T W : '-^  ---------------

^ ^ S e e , H i s t o i r e  é co n o m iq u e , p .  I 7 0 .

^ ^ L e fe b v re ,  N a p o le o n , I ,  166-167»

1 % y y
A ndre P i e t t r e ,  H i s t o i r e  é co n o m iq u e : e s s a i

de s y n th è s e  f a i t s  e t  i d e e s  l l ^ a r l s :  M i t i o n s  O unas,
l^ è ^ y »  p p .  9Ô -1Ô 1, See H o race  W h ite , " B im e ta l l i s m  i n  
F r a n c e ."  P o l i t i c a l  S c ie n c e  Q u a r t e r l y , VI ( J u n e ,  1 8 9 1 ) , 
313 - 3 1 7 , i o r  a  c o n c i s e  r e s u m e . I^ee P i e t t r e ,  M onnaie ,



55

know ledge o f  th e s e  p r e v io u s  m o n e ta ry  p ro b le m s , N ap o leo n

I I I  p resu m ed  t h a t  th e  g o ld  p r o d u c t i v i t y  o f  th e  1 8 5 0 ' s

was an  u n u s u a l  e p is o d e  w h ich  w ould  s t a b i l i z e  a f t e r  a

co m p a ra b le  i n f l u x  o f  s i l v e r  w i th o u t  a  m a jo r  ch an g e  i n

th e  F re n c h  s y s te m .

A c c o rd in g  to  th e  law  o f 1805» w h ich  re m a in e d

i n  e f f e c t  f o r  s e v e n ty  y e a r s ,  th e  s i l v e r  f r a n c  was

th e  m o n e ta ry  u n i t  o f  F r a n c e . A l t h o u g h  g o ld  c o i n s ,

v a lu e d  on a  r a t i o  o f  15>è o u n c es  o f  s i l v e r  t o  one

ounce  o f  g o ld ,  w ere  a l s o  s t r u c k ,  e n a b l in g  b o th

m e ta l s  t o  be  a c c e p te d  a s  l e g a l  t e n d e r ,  th e  c i r c u 
i tl a t i n g  medium was a lm o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  s i l v e r .  ^

When t h i s  law  was p a s s e d ,  th e  m in t r a t i o

p p . 55-57» f o r  th e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e tw e e n  th e  la w s  o f  
1785 and  1 8 0 5 . S ee C am eron, B a n k in g , p .  1 0 2 , f o r  
th e  c o n c u r r e n t  c h a n g e s  i n  th e  Bank o f  F r a n c e .

New d i s c o v e r i e s  o f  s i l v e r  i n  N evada and  
C o lo ra d o  c r e a t e d  a  se c o n d  m o n e ta ry  c r i s i s  i n  1 8 7 5 . 
P i e t t r e ,  M o n n a ie . p .  5 9 ; A n d r /  D a rg en s and  F e rn a n d  
J .  T om iche. L 'o r  e t  so n  a v e n i r  ( [ P a r i s ] ;  L i b r a i r i e  
H a c h e t te ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,  p .  è 5 .

^ ^ P i é t t r e ,  M o n n a ie , p .  55» D arg en s an d  
T om iche, L ' o r , p .  6 5 ; Shaw , C u r re n c y , p .  1 7 6 ; H en ry  
P a r k e r  W i l l i s ,  A H i s t o r y  o f  th e  L a t in  M o n e ta ry  U n io n :
A S tu d y  o f  I j i t e r n a t i o n a i  M onetary  A c t io n  ( d h ic a g o :  
ï i ie  ü n i v e r s i t y  o f  Ô h icago  P r e s s ,  1 9 0 l ) ,  p .  8 .
T h e re  w as much d e b a t e , p r i m a r i l y  d u r in g  th e  1 8 9 0 's , 
on w h e th e r  o r  n o t  a  b i m e t a l l i c  sy s te m  was p r a g m a t i c a l l y  
p o s s i b l e .  The i n t r i c a t e  d i s c u s s i o n  on t h i s  p o i n t  i s  n o t  
germ ane t o  t h i s  s t u d y .  A lth o u g h  W hite  s t a t e s ,  "When
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o f  15)6:1 was n e a r l y  i n  a c c o rd  w i th  th e  r e l a t i v e  

m a rk e t v a lu e  o f  s i l v e r  and  g o ld .^ ^  Prom 1820 t o  

1 8 5 1 , h o w e v e r, u n t i l  th e  A m erican  an d  A u s t r a l i a n  g o ld  

e n t e r e d  E u ro p e , g o ld  was m ore v a lu a b le  i n  th e  m a rk e t  

th a n  a t  th e  F re n c h  M in t .  As a  r e s u l t  o f  i t s  s c a r 

c i t y ,  i t  was h o a rd e d  and  e x p o r te d ,  w h i le  l a r g e  

am ounts o f  s i l v e r  p o u re d  i n t o  P r a n c e .^ ^  Com para

t i v e l y  l i t t l e  g o ld  was c o in e d  d u r in g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  

and  i n  1848 o n ly  one m i l l i o n  f r a n c s  o f  th e  53 

m i l l i o n s  p o s s e s s e d  by  th e  Bank o f  P ra n c e  was i n

p e o p le  t a l k  t o  me a b o u t th e  d o u b le  s t a n d a r d  I  s a y  t h e r e  
i s  no su c h  t h i n g , "  he  a d m i ts ,  "The o n ly  t im e  a f t e r  th e  
p a s s a g e  o f  th e  law  o f  1803 when a  d i s p u t e  c o u ld  h av e  
a r i s e n  to u c h in g  th e  l e g a l  t e n d e r  f a c u l t y  o f  g o ld  
w ou ld  h av e  b e e n  th e  b r i e f  p e r io d  ( a b o u t  15 y e a r s )  
when th e  i n f l u x  o f  g o ld  from  C a l i f o r n i a  and 
A u s t r a l i a  h ad  d e p r e s s e d  th e  m a rk e t r a t i o  som ewhat 
b e lo w  15)6." " B im e ta l l i s m  i n  P r a n c e ,"  p p .  3 3 6 , 3 2 9 .
A lso  se e  H. P a r k e r  W i l l i s ,  "The O p e r a t io n  o f  
B im e ta l l is m  i n  P r a n c e ,"  J o u r n a l  o f  P o l i t i c a l  Econom y, 
I I I  ( J u n e ,  1 8 9 5 ) , 3 5 6 -3 6 2 ’,' and  H. V. S t u a r t ,  " A "  
S c a r c i t y  o f  G o ld ? ,"  J o u r n a l  o f  P o l i t i c a l  Econom y,
I I I  ( J u n e ,  1 8 9 5 ) , 3 6 2 -3 ë 5 . H ow ever, P i e t t r e  r ^ e r s  
t o  th e  F re n c h  m o n e ta ry  sy s te m  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d  a s  
e i t h e r  " le  sy s tè m e  b i m e t a l l i s t e "  o r  " l e  p r i n c i p e  
du  d o u b le  é ^ ta lo n ,"  M o n n a ie , p .  3 6 .

16S o e tb e e r ,  E d e I m e ta l1 - P ro d u k t io n , p p .  1 3 0 -  
1 3 2 ; L a u g h l in ,  B im e ta l l i s m , p .  1 1 9 .

^ ^ M ich e l C h e v a l ie r ,  De l a  b a i s s e  p r o b a b le  de 
l ' o r ,  d e s  c o n sé q u e n c e s  c o m m e rc ia le s  e t  s o c i a l e s  
q u 'e l l e  p e u t  a v o i r  e t  d e s  m e su re s  q u 'e ü e  p ro v o q u e  
T K æ ïe :  0ape l l e , ' ’’1 8 5 9 ) , ' p /  2 I 'gr.’ ^ ^ ^
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g o ld .^ ®  T hen , i n  1 8 5 1 , th e  e x t r a o r d in a r y  p ro d u c 

t i o n  o f  g o ld  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  c o m p le te  r e v e r s a l .  G old  

d e lu g e d  P ra n c e ,  and  s i l v e r ,  now more v a lu a b le  i n  t h e  

m a rk e t th a n  a t  th e  F re n c h  M in t, becam e th e  m e ta l  

t h a t  was h o a rd e d  and  e x p o r t e d .

A lth o u g h  i t  was e s t im a te d  i n  th e  1 8 4 0 's  t h a t

F ra n c e  p o s s e s s e d  o n e - t h i r d ,  o r  even  m ore, o f  a l l
20money m e ta l s  i n  E u ro p e , N apo leon  b e g an  h i s  p r e s i 

d en cy  o f  th e  Second  F re n c h  R e p u b lic  i n  1848 w i th  a  

f o r e t a s t e  o f  th e  p e r p l e x i t i e s  t h a t  th e  l a t e r  g o ld  

d i s c o v e r i e s  w ould  p ro d u c e  on th e  F re n c h  m o n e ta ry  

s y s te m . I n  1 8 4 0 , w h ile  L o u is  N apo leon  was f a i l i n g  

i n  h i s  a t t e m p t  to  o v e r th ro w  L o u is  P h i l i p p e ,  m in e rs  

w ere s u c c e e d in g  i n  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  to  e x t r a c t  g o ld  

from  th e  tu n d r a  o f  S i b e r i a .  By 1847 F ra n c e  b e g an

R a p p o r t  de l a  com m ission  c h a rg e e  d ' ^ t u ^ e r  
l a  q u e s t io n  de 1^é t a l o n  m o n é ta ir e  IP a r i s :  M in is tè r e
d e s  f i n a n c e s ,  1Ô 69), p .  5 2 .

^^W h ite , " B im e ta l l i s m , '^  p .  3 3 3 ; E n q u ê te  s u r  
l e s  p r i n c i p e s  e t  l e s  f a i t s  g é n é ra u x  q u i  r ^ g i s s e n t ‘~Ta 
c i r c u l a t i o n  m o n é ta ire  e t  f i d u c i a i r e  ÇG v o l s . ;  & a r is  
C o n s e i l  s u p é r i e u r  de l ' a g r i c u l t u r e ,  du  com m erce, e t  
de l ' i n d u s t r i e ,  1 8 6 7 -1 8 6 9 ) , VI (1 8 6 9 ) ,  5 3 4 -5 3 5 .

^®The e s t im a t i o n  o f  o n e - t h i r d  was made by  
L éon F a u c h e r  who h ad  c lo s e  b u s in e s s  c o n n e c t io n s  w ith  
Jam es de R o th s c h i ld .  C am eron, B a n k in g , p .  1 1 7 .
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21t o  f e e l  th e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h i s  new g o ld  from  R u s s ia .

N e g l ig ib le  i n  c o m p a riso n  to  th e  s u b s e q u e n t  P l a c e r -

v i l l e  and  B end igo  d i s c o v e r i e s ,  th e  o u tp u t  fro m

th e s e  a l l u v i a l  d e p o s i t s  i n  th e  U r a l s  and  S i b e r i a

i n c r e a s e d  a lm o s t  f o u r - f o l d  from  1840 to  1847 and
22p e rm e a te d  th ro u g h o u t  E u ro p e .

D u rin g  th e  f i r s t  d e ca d e  a f t e r  N ap o leo n  I I I  

came to  p o w e r, th e  F re n c h  c o in a g e  sy s te m  c o m p le te ly  

r e v e r s e d .  B e fo re  1851 g o ld  fo rm ed  l e s s  th a n  o n e -  

f o u r t h  o f  th e  c o in a g e ,  w h i le  m ore th a n  t h r e e - f o u r t h s  

was s i l v e r .  I n  th e  e n s u in g  t e n  y e a r s ,  h o w e v e r , th e  

c o in a g e  r a t i o  i n v e r t e d ,  a n d  more th a n  t h r e e - f o u r t h s

o f  th e  c o in a g e  was g o ld ,  w h ile  l e s s  th a n  o n e - f o u r th
. - 25was s i l v e r .

^ ^ W i l l i s ,  M o n e ta ry  U n io n , p .  1 8 .

22D el M ar, P r e c io u s  M e ta l s . p .  389 ; C a i r n e s ,  
P o l i t i c a l  Econom y, p .  I l 5 ;  R . ù .  H a w tre y , The G old  
S ta n d a r d  i n  (fkeo ry  and  P r a c t i c e  e d .  ; London : Longman ’ s , 
G reen  and  C o .,  1 9 4 7 J , p .  4-7; C lapham , Econom ic 
D ev e lo p m en t, p .  3 76 .

^ ^ R e le v e  p a r  an n ee  d e s  e s p è c e s  d 'o r  e t  
d 'a r g e n t  f a b r i q u a s  en  F r a n c e ,  e n c lo s u r e s  2 an d  3 
from  D ecazes  t o  L y o n s , A p r i l  1 0 , 1 8 7 6 , G re a t  B r i t a i n ,  
P a r l i a m e n t ,  H a n s a r d 's  P a r l i a m e n ta r y  D e b a te s ,(H o u se  o f  
Commons), 3d s e r . .  V o l. 6 :  M o n e ta ry  P o l i c y . C ur
r e n c y . " R e p o r t  on th e  D e p r e c ia t io n  o f  th e  P r i c e  o f  
S i l v e r , " 1 8 7 6 , A p p en d ix , p p .  8 8 -8 9 ;  E m ile  L e v a s s e u r ,
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FRENCH COINAGE, 1 7 9 5 -1 8 7 2

G o ld  S i l v e r

17 9 5 -1 8 5 0  22 .5%  77.5%

18 5 1 -1 8 7 2  88 .7%  11.5%

T h is  d i s tu r b a n c e  i n  th e  r e l a t i v e  p r o d u c t io n

o f  s i l v e r  a n d  g o ld ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  a  r a p i d  c o in a g e

t r a n s i t i o n ,  c r e a t e d  a  s t a r t l i n g  r e v o l u t i o n  i n
24F re n c h  m o n e ta ry  h a b i t s .  U n c e r t a in  a b o u t  m eth o d s 

t o  r e s o l v e  th e  c r i s i s  o f  t h e  c o m p le te  ch an g e  i n  

F r a n c e 's  s t o c k  o f  c o in s ,  i n  th e  e a r l y  1 8 5 0 ' s  A dolphe 

T h ie r s  h e a d e d  th e  f i r s t  g o v ern m en t co m m issio n  to

Î0La q u e s t io n  de l ' o r  ( P a r i s ;  G u i l la u m in  e t  c ,
1 8 5 8 ; ,  p .  IÔ5 . E n g la n d , t o o ,  w as u n d e rg o in g  a  
m o n e ta ry  p ro b le m  i n  1 8 5 7 . J*  R . M cC u llo ch , A 
S e l e c t  C o l l e c t i o n  o f  S c a rc e  and  V a lu a b le  Q ^ a c ts  an d  
Ô th e r  P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  on j^aper C u r re n c y  a n d  B ank ing  
(L ondon: n . p . ,  185^ ) ,  p .  x v i i i ;  S i r  A lb e r t
F e a v e a r y e a r ,  The Pound S t e r l i n g :  A H i s t o r y  o f
E n g l i s h  Money Vd<3, e d .  r e v . ;  O x fo rd : A t th e  C la re n d o n
Jp re s s , l % 3 )  1 p .  292  f f .

24W i l l i s ,  M o n e ta ry  U n io n , p .  1 .  A lth o u g h  an  
e v a l u a t i o n  o f  p r i c e s  i s  s u p e r f lu o u s  t o  t h i s  s tu d y ,  
p r i c e s  i n c r e a s e d  a f t e r  th e  g o ld  d i s c o v e r i e s .
L a u g h l in ,  B im e ta l l i s m , p .  58 f f .  An a n a l y s i s  o f  
s t a t i s t i c s ,  c a u s e s ,  an d  r e s u l t s  v a r y .  A summary o f  
t h e  c o n c lu s io n s  o f  th e  German e c o n o m is ts ,  S a u e rb e c k , 
S o e tb e e r ,  a n d  K r a i ,  i s  i n  S t u a r t ,  " G o ld ,"  p p .  3 6 2 - 
36 5 ; an d  a  c o m p a ra t iv e  a n a l y s i s  o f  th e  F re n c h  e c o n o 
m i s t s ,  G u s ta v e  C a s s e l ,  C h a r le s  H i s t ,  an d  R o b e r t  
M a r jo l in  i s  i n  P i e t t r e ,  M o n n a ie . p p .  7 0 -7 1 .
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s tu d y  th e  m o n e ta ry  s i t u a t i o n . B y  1 8 5 2 , f o r  t h e

f i r s t  t im e  s in c e  th e  R e s t o r a t i o n ,  e x p o r t s  o f  s i l v e r
26a c t u a l l y  e x c e e d e d  im p o r t s .  T h is  c o n t in u e d  th ro u g h  

1 8 6 4 , th e  y e a r  t h a t  M a x im ilia n  becam e E m peror o f  

M ex ico .

W hile  F re n c h  e c o n o m is ts  and  f i n a n c i e r s  

s t r u g g l e d  w i th  th e  s e v e r e  m o n e ta ry  p ro b le m , th e  d r a i n  

o f  s i l v e r  c o n t in u e d .  The a v e ra g e  a n n u a l  e x p o r t  o f  

s i l v e r  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n c r e a s e d  fro m  5 1 .3  m i l l i o n  

f r a n c s  p e r  y e a r  fro m  1815 t o  1847 t o  2 2 6 .8  m i l l i o n s  

p e r  y e a r  f ro m  1848 t o  1 8 6 1 , th e  y e a r  F ra n c e  s ig n e d  

th e  T r i p a r t i t e  C o n v e n tio n  w i th  E n g la n d  and  S p a in  

t o  i n t e r v e n e  i n  M ex ico . T h is  l o s s  o f  s i l v e r

^ ^D ocum ents r e l a t i f s  k  l a  q u e s t io n  m o n é t a i r e . 
P ro c è s  —v e rb a u x  e t  r a p p o r t  de l a  co m m issio n  m o n é ta i r e  
■ d e lg S ’T r ë T a f i 'f  s  à’" l a  Q u e s t io n 'ï ïe  1 ' ^•tâT6n“ CFarTs':-----i s s s r ,  p . t :- - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

E n q u ê te  s u r  l e s  p r i n c i p e s  e t  l e s  f a i t s

f e n e ra u x  q u i  r é g i s s e n t  l a  c i r c u l a t i o n  m o n é t a i r e e t  
f d û cTâTr e :  VI  ri55 t^T .""^ ^ '̂ T^ r " T o r  th é  r e l a t i o n :  

s h ip  b e tw e e n  th e  m o n e ta ry  c i r c u l a t i o n  and  th e  
f i n a n c i a l  an d  c o m m erc ia l p h n ic  o f  1857» s e e  
C lém en t ^ u g l a r .  Des c r i s e s  c o m m e rc ia le s  e t  de  l e u r  
r e t o u r  p é r io d iq u e  e n  fe ’a n c e .  en  A n g le te r r e  e t  a u x  
!fe ta ts~ t)n ls  c<jd é d . ;  ! ^ a r i s .  n . p . .  1 8 8 9 j .



FHENGH IMPORTS AND EXPORTS OP GOLD AND SILVER, 1815-1861^ '^

( I n  M i l l i o n s  o f  F r a n c s )

A nnua l A verage  
1 8 1 5 -1 8 4 7 :

G old S i l v e r
Im p o r ts  E x p o r ts  E x c e s s  Im p o r ts  E x p o r ts  E x c e s s

1 6 .7 2 0 .3

Oi4»
S

S
(0
+»
A

3 .6  9 3 .5

m
+>
S
I

CO
-P

8

ê
3 1 .3  6 2 .2

A n n u a l A verage  
1 8 4 8 -1 8 6 1 : 3 2 1 .6 9 1 .5  2 3 0 .1  . . .  2 3 .6  2 2 6 .8 2 0 3 .2

^ E n q u ^ t e  s u r  l a  c i r c u l a t i o n  m o n é ta i r e  e t  f i d u c i a i r e ^  v i  ( 1 8 6 9 ) ,  
53/1—5 3 5 ; H a n sa rd * s , " R e p o r t  on  th e  D e p r e c ia t io n  o f  t h e  P r i c e  o f  S i l v e r , "  
A p p e n d ix , p p .  Ô 6 -8 7 .
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2fid r a s t i c a l l y  c h a n g e d  F re n c h  c o in a g e .  I n  1854 th e  

M in t p ro d u c e d  o n ly  2 ,1 2 5 ,8 8 7  f r a n c s  i n  s i l v e r ,  t h e  

s m a l l e s t  am ount c o in e d  s in c e  ,1795»^^ 1855 th e  l a c k

o f  s i l v e r  c a u s e d  g r e a t  c o n s t e r n a t i o n  and  a c t i v e  

d i s c u s s i o n  a b o u t  th e  r e s u l t a n t  p ro b le m s  and  p o s s i b l e
"ZQ

s o l u t i o n s . ^  I n  1 8 6 0 , a  y e a r  b e f o r e  th e  F re n c h  

i n te r v e n e d  i n  M ex ico , th e  m o n e ta ry  q u e s t io n  i n  

F ra n c e  was te rm e d  "an  im p e r io u s  d ilem m a.

T h ere  w ere  t h r e e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  f o r  th e  F re n c h ; 

1 ) to  r e t a i n  t h e  s t a t u s  q u o , p e r m i t t i n g  th e  la w  o f

28From 1848 t o  1 8 6 7 , F ra n c e  a lo n e  c o in e d  
f o r t y  p e r  c e n t  o f  th e  t o t a l  w o r ld  p r o d u c t io n  o f  g o ld .  
C am eron, B a n k in g , p .  1 1 7 . The f i g u r e s  q u o te d  f o r  
F re n c h  c o in a g e  i n  t h i s  p a p e r  in c lu d e  o n ly  th e  c o in a g e  
f o r  F r a n c e .

2Q
•̂ H y is ^ d  ' s , " R e p o r t  on th e  D e p r e c ia t io n  o f  

th e  P r i c e  o f  S i l v e r , "  A p p e n d ix , p .  8 9 . N ine  y e a r s  
l a t e r ,  i n  1 8 6 5 , t h e  y e a r  t h a t  th e  F re n c h  m arched  
i n t o  M exico C i t y ,  F re n c h  s i l v e r  c o in a g e  h i t  an  
a s t o n i s h i n g  low  o f  m e re ly  5 2 9 ,6 1 0  f r a n c s .  I b i d .

^ ^ H e n ri B a u d r i l l a r t ,  "Des c r i s e s  ^ m o n é ta ire s  
e t  de l a  q u e s t io n  de l ' o r , "  J o u r n a l  d e s  é c o n o m is te s .
2d  s e r i e s .  V o l. V I I  ( Ju ly -S e p te m îb e r , 1 8 5 5 J , p p .  35 0 -5 8 9 .

51 %E . de  P a r i e u ,  "La q u e s t io n  m o n é ta ir e
f r a n ç a i s e , "  J o u r n a l  d e s  é c o n o m is te s . 2d  s e r i e s .  V o l.
XXVI ( A p r i l - J u n e , 1 8 ë (p ,  i :  se e  a l s o  R a p p o r t de l a
com m ission  c h a rg é e  d ' e t u d i e r  l a  q u e s t io n  m o n é ta i r e .
D ocum ents r e l a t i f s  à  l a  q u e s t io n  m o n é ta i r e  ( ! P a r is ;
I ^ ln i s t è r e  d e s  F in a n c e s ,  ^ q u § t e  de 1 8 5 8 ) , p .  8 .
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1805 to  c o n t i n u e ;  2 )  t o  d e m o n e tiz e  s i l v e r ;  3 )  t o  

d e m o n e tiz e  g o l d .  F o r a  v a r i e t y  o f  r e a s o n s ,  th e  s tu d y  

o f  w hich  i s  o u t s i d e  th e  sc o p e  o f  t h i s  w o rk , th e  F re n c h  

g o v e rn m en t c h o se  th e  f i r s t  a l t e r n a t i v e  and  a t t e m p te d  to  

m a in ta in  a  b i m e t a l l i c  s t a n d a r d . A d a m a n t  a b o u t  m ain 

t a i n i n g  a  s p e c ie  s t a n d a r d , m o n e t a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s  w ere  

r e l u c t a n t  t o  i n t r o d u c e  a  new sy s te m  i n  F ra n c e  f o r  f e a r  

o f  m aking  a  m is ta k e  i n  th e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  m e ta l  t o  

b e  d e m o n e tiz e d .^ ^  A s s e r t i n g  t h a t  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l

I n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  a  ch an g e  i n  th e  F re n c h  
m o n e ta ry  s t a n d a r d ,  o n ly  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  d i s c u s s e d  u n t i l  
1 8 7 4 , i s  p r e s e n t e d  b y  W i l l i s ,  L a t i n  M onetary  U n io n .  
R e te n t io n  o f  th e  b i m e t a l l i c  s t a n d a r d  i s  g e n e r a l l y  
e x p la in e d  on th e  b a s i s  o f  t r a d i t i o n  o r  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  
t h i s  w ou ld  p r o v id e  g r e a t e r  s t a b i l i t y .  S ee a l s o  P i e t t r e ,  
M om iaie , p .  3 6 , P h i l i p  S . B ag w ell and  G. E . M ingay , 
B r i t a i n  an d  A m e ric a . 1 8 3 0 -1 9 3 9 : A S tu d y  o f  Econom ic
c h an g e  ( to n d o n : f io u iïe d g e  & Kegan IP au i, 1 9 7 0 J , p .  1 3 7 .

^^C am eron , B a n k in g , p .  1 1 7 . T h is  c o n t in u e d  
i n t o  th e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  a s  e x h i b i t e d  b y  C h a r le s  
de  G a u lle  i n  th e  I 9 6 0 's .  The F re n c h  e c o n o m is t C h a r le s  
H i s t  s c a t h i n g l y  condem ned L o rd  K e y n e s ' l a c k  o f  r e s p e c t  
f o r  s p e c i e .  C h a r le s  H i s t ,  % e  T rium ph o f  G o ld , t r a n s .  
fro m  th e  F re n c h  e d i t i o n ,  e n t i t l e d  L a d e ie n s e  de l ' o r . 
b y  P h i l i p  C o r tn e y  (New Y o rk : P h i l o s o p h i c a l  l i b r a r y .
I n c . ,  1 9 6 1 ) ,  p .  1 9 1 .

^ R .  de F o n te n a y , "La q u e s t io n  m o n é ta i r e ,"  
J o u r n a l  d e s  é c o n o m is te s ,  2d  s e r i e s .  V o l. XXVI ( A p r i l -  
J u n e ,  1 8 5 0 ) ,  398 e t  s e q . ;  P a r i e u ,  "L a q u e s t io n  
m o n é ta i r e  f r a n c  a i s e .  A i  d . ,  2 e t  s e q .  ; R a p p o r t  de 
l a  co m m issio n  c h a rg e e  d ‘e t u d i e r l T a  q u e s t io n  mone-^  
t a i r e . l ë ^ 5 .  p p . 39 e t  s e q .
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m o n e ta ry  p o l i c y  h a d  r e n d e r e d  g r e a t  s e r v i c e ,  t h e y  

p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  i t  w o u ld  c o n tin u e  t o  m ee t f u t u r e  

co m m erc ia l n e e d s .

B o th  th e  Bank and  th e  h a u te  banque w ere  

im p o r ta n t  d e f e n d e r s  o f  th e  m o n e ta ry  s t a n d a r d  e s t a b 

l i s h e d  i n  1803 a n d , f o r  b o th  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  m i l i t a r y  

r e a s o n s ,  t h e r e  w as o b v io u s ly  a  s t r o n g  e n te n te  

c o r d i a l e  b e tw e e n  N a p o leo n  I I I  and  t h e  Bank o f  

F r a n c e . F o r  th e  o n ly  tim e  fro m  th e  R e s t o r a t i o n  

to  th e  en d  o f  th e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  th e  m e t a l l i c  

r e s e r v e  i n  t h e  Bank d e c r e a s e d  c o n s i d e r a b ly ,  o v e r  

178  m i l l i o n  f r a n c s  f ro m  1852 to  1861.^*^ T ry in g

^ C o n fe re n c e  m o n é ta i r e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l e  e n t r e  
l a  B e lg iq u e ,  l a  P r a n c e . l ' I t a l i e ,  e t  l a  S u ls sê T  
^ o c è s ^ y e r b a u x ,  1865* S é a n ce  ï ,  p p .  22 - 2 3 , c i t e d  
by  yillis, M o n e ta ry  U n io n , p .  4 5 .

S o e tb e e r ,  f f a t e r i a l i e n  z w  E r k l ^ u n g  und  
B e u r th e i lu n s  d e r  w i r t h s c h a f t l i c h e n  E d e l m e t a l i y e r h a l i -  
n i s s e  und  d e r  w a h ru n g s f r a g e .  p .  c i t e d  b y  v / i l l i s .

p u b l i é e  p a r  1 ' o r d r e  de  l 'IË m p éreu r N apo léon  l ï î  ( 32 
v o i s . "  P a r i s ,  r 8 5B'- lB '̂ , ~‘X7i r 7  ppT 'W - W T  on th e  
Bank o f  F r a n c e ,  r e p r i n t e d  i n  S . P o l l a r d  an d  C.
H olm es, e d s . , D ocum ents o f  E u ro p ea n  E conom ic H i s t o r y . 
V o l. I :  The P r o c e s s  o f  I n d u s t r i a l l z a t i o n , 1 7 5 0 -
1 8 7 0 , ( [L o n d o n J: E dw ard  A rn o ld , L 1 9 6 8 J) , p p .  4 5 5 -4 5 6 .

^^Rondo C am eron, F ra n c e  an d  t h e  Econom ic 
D evelopm ent o f  E u ro p e , 1 8 0 0 -1 ^ 1 4 ; Ô o n q u e sts  o f  !?eace
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t o  r e t a i n  s p e c ie  r e s e r v e s  a s  a  g u a r a n te e  o f  n o te

l i a b i l i t i e s ,  th e  Bank d e s p e r a t e l y  and  p u b l i c l y

o f f e r e d  a  prem ium  f o r  s i l v e r  b u l l i o n  o v e r  th e  M in t

r a t i o . I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e s e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  M. R o u lan d ,

g o v e rn o r  o f  th e  Bank o f  P ra n c e ,  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  b o th

g o ld  an d  s i l v e r  w ere  s t i l l  n e c e s s a r y  i n  t h e  m o n e ta ry

c i r c u l a t i o n .  The B ank’ s  r e g e n t s  s u p p o r te d  h im .

M. l e  B aro n  de R o th s c h i ld  q u e r i e d ,  "How w ou ld  i t  be

p o s s i b l e  t o  d e m o n e tiz e  a  sum o f  15 o r  16 h u n d re d

m i l l i o n s  o f  s i l v e r .  . . .  C ould  one f i n d  g o ld  to

f i l l  t h e  v a c a n c y ? A s  th e  g o v ern m en t o f  N apo leon

I I I  l a b o r e d  w i th  th e  v i o l e n t  c h a n g e s  th e n  o c c u r r in g  i n
AOth e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m o n e ta ry  s y s te m , t h e  Bank e x e r t e d

y i d  S e e d s  o f  War ( P r i n c e t o n ,  N, J . : P r i n c e t o n
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ’, 1961

^® W hite, " B im e ta l l i s m ,"  p .  3 3 ^ . As th e  
s p e c ie  r e s e r v e s  o f  th e  Bank o f  P ra n c e  r a r e l y  f e l l  
b e lo w  80 p e r  c e n t  o f  i t s  n o te  l i a b i l i t i e s ,  th e  Bank 
i t s e l f  w as th e  g r e a t e s t  " h o a rd e r"  o f  m e t a l .  C am eron, 
B a n k in g , p .  1 1 9 .

1869 -A ou t
1 ' a g r i c u l t u r e ,
1 8 7 2 ) ,  p p .  6 8 , 1 1 0 -1 1 1 , 1 2 4 .

^ ^ H e i^ i  B a u d r i l l a r t ,  "C h ro n iq u e  é c o n o m iq u e ,"  
J o u r n a l  d e s  é c o n o m is te s , 2d  s e r i e s ,  X II  (O c to b e r -  
Û ecem ber, 1Ô 55), p p .  474  e t  s e q .
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4 1
i n f lu e n c e  on co m m iss io n s  and d e c i s i o n s .  I n  co n 

s u l t a t i o n s  b e tw ee n  F re n c h  f in a n c e  m i n i s t e r s  and  

Bank o f f i c e r s ,  th e  B a n k 's  rec o m m e n d a tio n s  w ere
42u n ifo rm ly  f o l lo w e d ,  a c t i v a t i n g  a n im a te d  d e b a t e s .

The s c a r c i t y  o f  s m a ll  s i l v e r  c o in ,  n o t  th e  

s e l e c t i o n  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  m o n e ta ry  s t a n d a r d ,  s t im u 

l a t e d  dem ands f o r  g o v e rn m en t a c t i o n .  As s i l v e r  was 

i n d i s p e n s a b le  f o r  d a i l y  t r a n s a c t i o n s ,  i t s  d i s a p 

p e a ra n c e  h a d  a  p a r a l y z i n g  e f f e c t  on th e  econom y. I n  

1858 a  c o m m iss io n , one o f  many a p p o in te d  t o  r e s o l v e  

th e  p r e d ic a m e n t ,  sum m arized  th e  m a jo r  p ro b le m s ;

1 ) th e  m ost im p o r ta n t  d is a d v a n ta g e  t o  th e  t r e a s u r y  

was th e  c o n s id e r a b le  e x p e n se  o f  b u y in g  s i l v e r  f o r  

a d d i t i o n a l  c o in a g e ,  2 )  a  r e s e r v e  com posed o f  g o ld

W i l l i s ,  M o n e t U n i o n , p .  5 8 . D u rin g  th e  
1848 c r i s i s  t h e  B ank , w i th  governm en t a u t h o r i z a t i o n ,  
c o n t in u e d  a s  th e  s o l e  s o u rc e  o f  p a p e r  c u r r e n c y .  A f te r  
t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  th e  Second  E m p ire , h o w e v e r, th e  
B a n k 's  " s t r a n g l e h o ld "  on  some a s p e c t s  o f  th e  F re n c h  
f i n a n c i a l  sy s te m  was t e m p o r a r i l y  b r o k e n .  C am eron, 
B a n k in g , p p .  1 0 4 -1 0 5 , 1 0 9 , 12?•

42
See L e v a s s e u r ,  La q u e s t io n  de l ' o r . su p 

p o r t i v e  o f  a  g o ld  s t a n d a r d ;  c k e v a l i e r .  üe l a  b a i s s e  
p r o b a b le  d e l ' o r . f a v o r a b le  to  a  s i l v e r  s t a n d a r d ;  
a n d  liO u is ï i f r a n c o i s  M ich e l Raymond W olow sk i, L 'o r  e t  
1 ' a r g e n t  ( P a r i s :  G u il la u m in  e t  c^® , 1 8 7 0 ) , f o r  c o n -
t i n u a t i o n  of b i m e t a l l i s m .
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i n s t e a d  o f  s i l v e r  c o n s t i t u t e d  a  d a n g e r  to  th e  B ank, a s  

th e  g r e a t e r  p o r t a b i l i t y  o f  g o ld  c a u s e d  e a s i e r  w i th 

d ra w a ls  t h a t  m ig h t r e s u l t  i n  s e r i o u s  f l u c t u a t i o n s  i n  

th e  B a n k 's  r e s e r v e  and i n  th e  r a t e  o f  d i s c o u n t ,  and  

3 ) th e  d is a p p e a r a n c e  o f  s i l v e r  c a u s e d  co m m erc ia l 

d i f f i c u l t i e s  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  b u y in g  s i l v e r  

i n g o t s  a t  a  prem ium  f o r  u se  i n  t h e  t r a d e  w i th  th e  

E a s t . ^ ^  The com m ission  i n e f f e c t i v e l y  recom m ended t h a t  

a  h ig h  t a r i f f  b e  p la c e d  upon  th e  e x p o r t  o f  s i l v e r  and  

t h a t  money s p e c u l a t o r s  be  r i g i d l y  c o n t r o l l e d .  T h is  

f a i l e d  to  s o lv e  th e  F re n c h  m o n e ta ry  p ro b le m  w h ich
V | !\

r e q u i r e d  more e x tre m e  a c t i o n .  O b v io u s ly , a d d i t i o n a l  

s i l v e r  i n  s u b s t a n t i a l  am oun ts was n e c e s s a r y  t o  m ain 

t a i n  e i t h e r  a  s i l v e r  o r  a  b i m e t a l l i c  s t a n d a r d  w h ich  

i n f l u e n t i a l  F re n c h  e c o n o m is ts  and  f i n a n c i e r s  p r e f e r r e d .

B o th  B e lg iu m , whose K ing  was M a x im i l ia n 's  

f a t h e r - i n - l a w ,  and  S w i tz e r l a n d ,  th e  hom eland  o f  J .

B . J e c k e r ,  w ere  p e r i p h e r a l l y  in v o lv e d  i n  th e  M exican

^ ^ R a p p o rt de l a  com m issio n  c h a rg e e  d * e tu d i e r  
l a  q u e s t io n  m o n é ta i r e ,  1 ^ 5 8 , p p . H a w irey ,
g o l l  S td n d g r 'd . p . ' '65 ;

^ E n q u e t e  s u r  l a  q u e s t io n  m o n é ta i r e ,  I  ( 1 8 7 2 ) ,
1 2 -1 5 .
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i n t e r v e n t i o n ;  b o th  o f  th e s e  c o u n t r i e s  h a d  m o n e ta ry

c r i s e s  s i m i l a r  t o ,  and  som etim es e x c e e d in g ,  th o s e

o f  P r a n c e .  I n  1 8 3 2 , a f t e r  a c q u i r in g  in d e p e n d e n c e

fro m  H o l la n d , B elg ium  a d o p te d  th e  F re n c h  c o in a g e

s y s t e m . D u e  to  g e o g ra p h ic  p o s i t i o n ,  c o n f l i c t i n g

m o n e ta ry  s t a n d a r d s  s t a g g e r e d  B e lg iu m , w h ic h  l a y

b e tw ee n  F r a n c e ,  w i th  i t s  d ilem m a, E n g la n d ,

w here g o ld  i s  i n  law  and  f a c t  t h e  s o le  
s t a n d a r d ,  H o lla n d  w here  s i l v e r  i s  i n  law  
and  f a c t  a l s o  th e  s o l e  m o n e ta ry  m e ta l ,  an d  
Germany w here  s i l v e r  i s  th e  s o l e  l e g a l  
s t a n d a r d ,  b u t  w here  g o ld  n e v e r t h e l e s s  
o b t a in s ,  a  v e ry  in ç > o r ta n t  e f f e c t i v e  c i r c u -
l a t i o n . 4 6

F o r B elg ium  th e  l a c k  o f  s i l v e r  c r e a t e d  a g o n iz in g  

h a r d s h i p s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  b i t t e r n e s s  to w a rd s  F r a n c e .

From 1854 , when B e lg ia n  s i l v e r  c o in a g e  c e a s e d ,

% .  S .  C o n g re s s ,  S e n a te ,  S e n a te  R e p o r t s . 
V o l. 5 , P a r t  I ,  R e p o r t  o f  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  M o n e ta ry  
C om m ission . 1 8 7 6 , 44m C o n g ., üd  s e s s . , 6 e r .  d e t  
1?3È , A p p en d ix , p .  1 4 4 . From 184-7 t o  1 8 5 0 , B e lg iu m  
t r i e d  t o  o p e r a t e  in d e p e n d e n t ly  o f  F ra n c e  b y  a t t e m p t 
i n g  to  s e c u r e  a  g o ld  c u r r e n c y .  H o lla n d  d e m o n e tiz e d  
g o ld  i n  1847 an d  th e  R u s s ia n  g o ld  e n t e r i n g  F ra n c e  
t h a t  same y e a r  d i s p l a c e d  s i l v e r .  The s u b s e q u e n t  
r e d u c t i o n  o f  F re n c h  s i l v e r  c o in a g e  f o r c e d  B e lg iu m , 
f o r  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  t o  r e l y  on h e r  own m in t f o r  su b 
s i d i a r y  c o in  i n s t e a d  o f  on  t h e  F re n c h  m in t .

4-6S p e e ch  d e l i v e r e d  b y  M. K r e g l in g e r  a t  th e  
o p e n in g  s e s s io n  o f  th e  f i r s t  c o n v e n t io n  o f  t h e  L a t i n  
M one tary  U n io n , D ecem ber 2 3 , 1 8 6 5 , c i t e d  W i l l i s ,  
M o n etary  U n io n , p .  24-.
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t o  1 8 6 5 , B elg ium  r e l i e d  t o t a l l y  on th e  F re n c h  M in t

f o r  s i l v e r ,  a s  t h i s  was l e s s  c o s t l y  th a n  o p e r a t i n g

h e r  own M in t .^ ^  I n  1854-, th e  f i r s t  y e a r  t h a t  th e

B e lg ia n s  m in te d  no s i l v e r ,  t h e  F re n c h  m in te d  o n ly

2 ,1 2 3 ,8 8 7  f r a n c s , — a s  h a s  b e e n  n o te d  a b o v e , — th e

lo w e s t  am ount o f  s i l v e r  c o in e d  s i n c e  1 7 9 5 •

M o n e ta ry  p ro b le m s  m o un ted  a s  s i l v e r  was h o a rd e d  a n d

e x p o r te d  b y  s p e c u l a t o r s  who c o l l e c t e d  th e  n e w e r , l e s s  
48w orn c o i n s .  D e s p e ra te  f o r  s i l v e r  c o i n s ,  B e lg ia n  

im p o r ts  o f  p r e c io u s  m e ta l s  from  F ra n c e  jum ped fro m  

s i x  m i l l i o n  f r a n c s  i n  1850 to  s e v e n t y - e ig h t  m i l l i o n

^From 1854- t o  1865 th e r e  was no  B e lg ia n  
s i l v e r  c o in e d  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  n e g l i g i b l e  t o t a l  i n  
1858 o f  2 6 5 ,5 6 0  f r a n c s :  9 0 ,5 1 0  f i v e - f r a n c  p i e c e s
an d  1 7 5 ,0 5 0  tw e n ty  c e n t im e s .  H a n s a r d ' s . " R e p o r t  
on th e  D e p r e c ia t io n  o f  t h e  P r i c e  o f  S i l v e r , " 
A p p en d ix , p p . 8 6 -9 1 .  S ee H a w tre y , G old  S t a n d a r d , 
p .  8 0 , on th e  h ig h  c o s t  o f  c o in a g e .

The b e t t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  B e lg ia n  s i l v e r  
c i r c u l a t i o n  was p r o f i t a b l y  e x c h a n g e d  f o r  w orn  
F re n c h  c o i n s ,  much o f  w h ic h  h ad  l o s t  8  p e r  c e n t  o f  
i t s  v a lu e  b y  w e a r .  The h e a v i e r  B e lg ia n  c o in  w as 
th e n  m e l te d  a n d  e x p o r te d  t o  th e  two m a jo r  s i l v e r  
s t a n d a r d  c o u n t r i e s ,  H o l la n d  and  G erm any. M. J .  
M alou D ocum ents r e l a t i f s  a  l a  q u e s t io n  m o n é ta i r e  
( B r u x e l l e s .  1Ô74-). p p .  É a p p o r t  d e p o se  p a r
M. l e  M in i s t r e  d e s  F in a n c e s  a  I s T c h ^ t r e  cles 
r e p r é s e n t a n t s . S e a n ce  du 20  A o û t, I 6 5 9 , Q u e s t io n  
m o n é ta i r e ,  ï7o. 1 8 .
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f r a n c s  i n  1 8 5 9 -^ ^  I n  s p i t e  o f  t h i s ,  t h e  m o n e ta ry  

s i t u a t i o n  becam e s t i l l  m ore c r i t i c a l .  The i n c r e a s i n g  

prem ium  on s i l v e r  c a u s e d  e v e n  t h e  w orn c o in s  to  

d i s a p p e a r ,  a n d  th e  s e v e r e  l a c k  o f  a n  a d e q u a te  

c u r r e n c y  c o n s t i t u t e d  a n  e m e rg en c y . T h is  to u c h e d  o f f  

i n t e n s e  d e b a t e s  i n  B r u s s e l s  o v e r  w h a t c o m p e n s a tin g  

m e a su re s  w ere  r e q u i r e d  and  f i n a l l y  t h e  B e lg ia n  M in i s t e r  

o f  F in a n c e ,  t h e  l i b e r a l  P r e r e - O r b a n ,  r e s i g n e d  on Ju n e  

4 ,  1 8 6 1 .5 ^  T h is  a i r  o f  c r i s i s  a l s o  p r e v a i l e d  when 

th e  F re n c h  F o r e ig n  M i n i s t e r  r e c e i v e d  th e  r e q u e s t  f o r  

f o r c e s  t o  b e  s e n t  t o  s i l v e r - r i c h  M ex ico .

^ ^ 7 6 .3  o f  t h e  78 m i l l i o n s  w ere  s i l v e r .  
M alou . D ocum ents r e l a t i f s  a  l a  q u e s t i o n  m o n é ta i r e ,
p p .  1 7 6 Z I7 7 :--------------------------

^^The s c a r c i t y  o f  s m a l l  c o in s  w as a  s e r i o u s  
im p ed im en t t o  b u s i n e s s  an d  t r a d e ;  th e  r e s e r v e s  o f  
th e  Banque N a t io n a le  w ere  d e p le t e d ,  f i r s t  o f  g o ld  
an d  th e n  o t  s i l v e r  an d  som etim es o f  b o th ;  a n d  th e  
r a t e  o f  d i s c o u n t  f l u c t u a t e d  b e tw e e n  th e  e x tre m e  
l i m i t s  o f  5 a n d  6 p e r  c e n t  fro m  a  n o rm a l r a t e  o f  
2 .5 -3 % . H a n s a rd ' s , " R e p o r t  on th e  D e p r e c ia t io n  o f  
th e  P r i c e  o f  S i l v e r , "  A p p e n d ix , p p .  1 0 2 -1 0 6 .

^ ^ A lp h o n se  D u b o is . de S a l ig n y , F re n c h  
M i n i s t e r  t o  M ex ico , t o  A n to in e  E d o u a rd  T h o u v e n e l , 
M exico C i ty ,  A p r i l  2 8 ,  1 8 6 1 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  C a r l  H. 
B ock, P r e lu d e  t o  T ra g e d y : The N e g o t ia t io n  a n d
Breakdow n o f  t h e  ( Ë r i o a r t i t e  C o n v e n tio n  o f  iio n d o n . 
O c to b e r  3 l .  i 6 ë l  c P h i l a d e l p h i a ;  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
P e n n s y lv a n ia  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 6 ) ,  p p .  1 2 3 , 6 4 2 . T h o u v e n e l 
r e c e i v e d  S a l i g n y 's  r e q u e s t  on May 2 9 , 1 8 6 1 .
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S w i tz e r l a n d ,  hom eland  o f  th e  h a n k e r  J .  B. 

J e c k e r ,w h o  s e r v e d  a s  a  p r e t e x t  f o r  F re n c h  i n t e r 

v e n t io n  i n  M ex ico , h a d  m o n e ta ry  d i f f i c u l t i e s  s i m i l a r  

t o  F ra n c e  an d  B e lg iu m . ]%r th e  Bunde s v e r  f a s  su n g  o f  

1 8 4 8 , c o in a g e  was p la c e d  u n d e r  th e  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  

c e n t r a l  g o v e rn m e n t, an d  i n  May, 1 8 5 0 , i t  i n s t i t u t e d  

th e  F re n c h  m o n e ta ry  s y s te m , a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  by  th e  

law  o f  1 8 0 5 .5 ^  Then F re n c h  g o ld  b e g an  to  r e p l a c e  

S w iss  s i l v e r ,  a n d  by  1855 s i l v e r  c o in s  w ere e x tr e m e ly  

s c a r c e .  P u b l i c  d i s c u s s i o n  becam e s p i r i t e d ,  an d  i n  

1859 th e  B u n d e s ra th  ack n o w led g ed  th e  "u rg e n c y  o f  

c i r c u m s ta n c e s ." ^ ^  The f i n e n e s s  i n  s i l v e r  c o in a g e  

was d e c r e a s e d  i n  J a n u a r y ,  1860 , b u t  th e s e  c o in s  w ere 

im p o r te d  i n t o  F ra n c e  a n d  B elg ium ^w here th e y  p r o f i t a b l y

d i s p l a c e d  th e  o ld  c o in s  w h ich  w ere th e n  m e l te d  and  
54e x p o r t e d .^  D e s p i te  a t te m p te d  s o l u t i o n s .

^ ^ W i l l i s ,  M o n e ta ry  U n io n , p .  2 6 .

E . C h e r b u l ie z ,  "La q u e s t io n  m o n é ta i r e  
en  S u i s s e , " J o u r n a l  d e s  e c o n o m is te s , 2d  s e r i e s ,  X3CV 
( J a n u a ry -M a rc h , i ô ê ô ) ,  p p .  40-42^.

^ ^ J .  E . H o rn , "L a c r i s e  m o n é ta i r e ,"  J o u r n a l  d e s  
é c o n o m is te s  ( J u ly - S e p te m b e r ,  1 8 6 1 ) , p p . 1 1 -1 2 ;
L a u g h l in ,  B im e ta l l i s m , p p .  1 4 7 -1 6 0 . From e a r l y  1860 
t o  th e  end  o f  l é 5 5  a  t o t a l  o f  1 0 .5  m i l l i o n  f r a n c s ,  i n  
o n e - f r a n c  a n d  tw o - f r a n c  p i e c e s ,  w ere s t r u c k ,  th e  same
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S w itz e r la n d , l ik e  F rance and Belgium , co n tin u ed  to  

s u f f e r  from a  g re a t  la c k  of s i l v e r  c u rre n c y .

(Die s c a r c i ly  o f c o in s  and th e  red u ced  bank 

r e s e rv e s  were on ly  one f a c e t  of th e  F rench need f o r  

s i l v e r .  T e x t i le s  were F ra n c e 's  most im p o rta n t 

in d u s t ry ,  and th e  sh o r ta g e  o f c o t to n  d u rin g
55th e  American C iv i l  War caused  s e r io u s  r e p e rc u s s io n s .^ ^  

A lthough th e re  was some d is c u s s io n  o f  Mexican c o t to n , 

F rance tu rn e d  to  I n d ia  fo r  speedy 

s u p p l ie s .  I n d ia ,  how ever, in c o n v e n ie n tly  demanded 

payment in  s i l v e r . ^7

in  w eight and appearance as th e  F rench  and B e lg ia n , 
a lth o u g h  c o n ta in in g  te n  p e r ce n t l e s s  f in e  s i l v e r .  
H a s a r d 's . "R eport on th e  D e p re c ia tio n  o f th e  P r ic e  
o f  s i l v e r , "  A ppendix, pp . 1 0 2 -1 0 6 .

55 X X^^R obert Levy, H is to i r e  économique de
1 ' i n d u s t r i e  c o to n n iè re  en A lsace : é'tude de s o c io -

so n  i n f lu e n c e  en  -Europe ( .p a r i s :  n i c n e i  Levy f r è r e s
1B6%), A p p e n d ix , p p . 4 l2 - ^ $ 8 .  Raw c o t t o n  consum p
t i o n ,  i n c r e a s i n g  f i v e - f o l d  from  1 8 1 5 -1 8 4 5 , h ad  e x 
p a n d e d  s t i l l  m ore r a p i d l y  i n  th e  1 8 5 0 ' s .  Cam eron, 
B a n k in g , p .  1 1 3 .

^ ^ E arl S . Pomeroy, "French S u b s t i tu te s  f o r  
American C o tto n , 1861-1865," J o u rn a l o f S ou thern  
H is to r y . IX (November, 1943), 5̂*̂ .̂ A lso see Owsley, 
f lo tio n  D iplom acy, p .  529.

^ ^ K a rl E l l s t a e t t e r ,  dhe I n d i a n  S i l v e r  
C u rre n c y : An H i s t o r i c a l  and"T?conomic Stu<far. t r a n s .
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N ap o leo n  a c u t e l y  n e e d e d  s i l v e r  i n  1 8 6 1 , a s  he  

th e n  f a c e d  s e v e r e  econom ic  and  em ploym ent p ro b le m s  i n  

a d d i t i o n  t o  th e  m o n e ta ry  d i s t r e s s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  

im p a c t o f  t h e  A m erican  C i v i l  War on  th e  t e x t i l e  

i n d s u t r y ,  th e  w ar v i r t u a l l y  c r i p p l e d  th e  F re n c h  

e x p o r t  in d u s t r y .^ ®  S u f f e r in g  f i r s t  fro m  th e  l o s s  

o f  th e  A m erican  m a rk e t ,  th e  e x p o r t  t r a d e  r e e l e d  

f u r t h e r  a s  o t h e r  E u ro p ean  c o u n t r i e s ,  s i m i l a r l y  

a f f e c t e d  b y  d e c r e a s e d  e x p o r t s  a n d , s u b s e q u e n t ly ,  

b y  th e  l a c k  o f  c o t t o n ,  a l s o  b o u g h t f e w e r  lu x u r y  

g o o d s . E v e n  b e f o r e  " th e  A m erican  c r i s i s "

b y  J .  L a u re n c e  L a u g h l in  (C h ic a g o ; The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
C h icag o  P r e s s ,  1 8 9 5 ) ; P i e t t r e ,  M o n n a ie , p .  59*

^®For im p o r t-e a c p o r t  s t a t i s t i c s ,  s e e  H enry  
B lu m e n th a l , A R e a p p r a is a l  o f  F ra n c o -A m e ric a n  
R e l a t i o n s ,  l3 3 o - l8 7 1  (C h a p e l H i l l ;  f e e  U n i v e r s i t y  
o f  Ü o rth  C a r o l in a  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 9 ) ,  PP» 1 0 2 -1 0 9 ; 
H i s t o r i c a l  S t a t i s t i c s  o f  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s ,  ffcom 
C o lo n ia l  T im es to  j-937 iW asH in g to n , D. C .;  U n i te d  
S t a t e s  G overnm ent P r i n t i n g  O f f i c e ,  i 9 6 0 ) ,  p .  5 53 . 
F re n c h  im p o r t s  from  A m erica  w ere  p r i m a r i l y  c o t t o n  
and  to b a c c o .  C lem ent J u g l a r ,  Des c r i s e s  com m erci
a l e s  e t  de  l e u r  r e t o u r  p é r io d iq u e  e n  iS ran ce , en  
A n g le te r r e  e t  aux  E ta t s - Ü n i s  Ç2d é d . ;  P a r i s ;  
C u i l la u m in  e t  c i e ,  1 8 8 9 ) , p p .  1 7 , 2 7 9 .

^ '^ ly n n  M. C a se , F re n c h  O p in io n  on th e  U n i te d  
S t a t e s  an d  M ex ico , 1 8 8 0 -1 5 6 7 ; d e t r a c t s  fro m  th e  
R e p o r ts  o f  t h e  P r o c u r e u r s  G én érau x  ÇNew Ÿ o rk ; P . 
A p p le to n -C e n tu ry  Company I n c o r p o r a t e d ,  1 9 3 6 ) ,  p p . 
1 0 -4 5 , 1 0 1 , 1 0 9 , 1 1 1 , 1 2 1 ,1 5 9 .
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e x p lo d e d  i n  A p r i l ,  1 8 6 1 , F ra n c e  f e l t  r e p e r c u s s i o n s  

fro m  th e  h i g h ly  p r o t e c t i v e  M o r r i l l  t a r i f f  and  fro m  

th e  h e ig h te n in g  t e n s i o n s  b e tw ee n  th e  N o r th  an d  th e  

S o u th  t h a t  r e s u l t e d  i n  r e d u c t i o n s  o f  F re n c h  

e x p o r t s .

The la c k  o f  c o t to n  had a w iden ing  im pact on 

th e  F rench  economy: a s  f a c t o r i e s  and r e l a t e d

in d u s t r i e s  c lo s e d  down, b o th  th e  p r ic e  o f  c o t to n  

goods and unemployment i n c r e a s e d . T h e  Emperor was 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  concern ed  ab o u t unem ploym ent. In  an 

aud ience  w ith  R ich ard  Cobden in  1859» N apoleon 

ex p re sse d  c a u tio n  ab o u t com m ercial changes and 

c r y p t i c a l l y  o b serv ed  t h a t  "Nous ne f a is o n s  p as  de

The M o r r i l l  t a r i f f  was i n t r o d u c e d  b y  th e  
U n i te d  S t a t e s  i n  1 8 6 1 . F o r F re n c h  r e a c t i o n ,  s e e  J .  E . 
H o rn , " B u l l e t i n  f i n a n c i e r  de 1 ' é t r a n g e r , "  J o u r n a l  d e s  
é c o n o m is te s , 2d  s e r . , XXXV ( J u ly -S e p te m b e r ,  1 8 6 2 ) ,  p .  525. 
p .

^ ^ A lth o u g h  e s t i m a t e s  on unem ploym ent v a r y  
fro m  2 7 5 ,0 0 0  t o  4 0 0 ,0 0 0 ,  im p e r i a l  c e n s o r s h ip  f o r b a d e  
th e  p r e s s  t o  m e n tio n  unem ploym en t an d  i n d u s t r i a l  
d i s c o n t e n t .  London T im e s . J a n u a ry  8 ,  1863» p .  1 0 ;
J a n u a ry  13» 1863» p .  ë .  A lso  s e e  C lau d e  F o h le n  
" C r is e  t e x t i l e  e t  t r o u b l e s  s o c ia u x :  l e  N ord  a  l a
f i n  du  S econd  E m p ire ,"  R evue du  N ord  (1 9 5 3 )»  1 0 7 -  
1 2 3 : F o h le n .  L ' i n d u s t r i e  t e x t i l e  a u  tem ps d u  S eco n d  
E m p ire , p p .  161-249; uvsi èy," cdTOH'iiTpiagagy, y:—
1 5 2 ; W .  0 .  H e n d e rs o n , The L a n c a s h ir e  C o tto n  F a m in e . 
18 6 1 -1 8 6 5  (M a n c h e s te r :  U n i v e r s i t y  t r e s s ,  1 9 3 ^ ) ,  p .  1 9 6 .
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r e fo rm e s  en  F ra n c e  ; n o u s  ne  f a i s o n s  que d e s  r e v o l u t i o n s . "

U n f o r tu n a t e ly ,  th e  A n g lo -F re n c h  T r e a ty  o f  Commerce o f

J a n u a r y ,  1 8 6 0 , was u n t im e ly  im p le m e n te d  i n  O c to b e r ,

1 8 6 1 , when th e  e f f e c t s  o f  th e  c o t t o n  fam in e  w ere b e in g

f e l t  i n  F r a n c e . N a p o l e o n  d id  n o t  d a re  oppose

o r g a n iz e d  c o t to n  m a n u f a c tu r e r s ,  a n d  he u r g e n t l y  w a n ted
64to  m in im iz e  th e  d i s t r e s s  t o  t h i s  im p o r t a n t  i n d u s t r y .

Cobden t o  L ord  P a lm e r s to n ,  O c to b e r  29»
1 8 5 9 , Cobden P a p e r s ,  c i t e d  b y  A r th u r  L o u is  Dunham,
The A n g lo - ^ e n c h  T r e a ty  o f  Commerce o f  1860 a n d  th e  
P r o g r e s s  o f  th e  I n d u s t r i a l  S e v o lu t io n  i n  ^ a n c e  (.Ann 
A rb o r: U n i v e r s i t y  o f  h ic b ig a n  P r e s s ,  1 9 3 Ô ;, p .  5 8 . See
C ase and S p e n c e r , C i v i l  War D in lo m acy . p .  592 f o r  a n  
a n a l y s i s  o f  N a p o le o n 's  c o n c e rn  a b o u t  r e v o l u t i o n  due to  
econom ic d i s t r e s s .

^^To g iv e  th e  F re n c h  c o t t o n  i n d u s t r y  t im e  t o  
p r e p a r e  f o r  B r i t i s h  c o m p e t i t io n ,  an d  a l s o  b e c a u s e  th e  
F re n c h  G overnm en t, i n  1 8 5 6 , p ro m is e d  n o t  t o  rem ove 
p r o h i b i t i o n s  i n  th e  t a r i f f  f o r  f i v e  y e a r s ,  t h e  t r e a t y ' s  
p r o v i s i o n s  on c o t t o n  d i d  n o t  ta k e  e f f e c t  u n t i l  O c to b e r ,  
1 8 5 1 , a c c o rd in g  to  c la u s e  f i v e  o f  a r t i c l e  s i c t e e n .
I b i d . , p p . 1 9 2 -1 9 5 ; N ap o leo n  I I I  t o  F in a n c e  M in i s t e r  
F o u ld , J a n u a ry  5» 1 8 5 0 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  P o l l a r d  and  H olm es, 
e d s . , D ocum ents o f  E u ro p ea n  E conom ic H i s t o r y . I ,  5 8 4 -3 8 6 ; 
F ra n k  A rn o ld  H a ig b t .  A H i s t o r y  o f  ib e n c b  C o n m e rc ia l 
P o l i c i e s  (New Y ork : lühe f la c m ll la n  Company, 1 ^ 4 1 ) » p .  3 2 .
F o r  t e x t  o f  t r e a t y ,  s e e  e i t h e r  Dunham, A n g lo -F re n c h  
T r e a ty , A p p en d ix , p p .  369-571» o r  P o l l a r d  and  Boïm es» 
Ë u ro p ean  Econom ic H i s t o ^ , p p .  5 8 9 -5 9 5 • See a ls o »  
P i e t t r e ,  M onnaie» p p .  Ï 0 5 - 1 0 9 .

64R eybaud , Le c o to n , p .  4 1 9 ; Dunham» A n g lo -  
F re n c h  T r e a ty , p .  lSF% ~
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When th e  N o r th e rn  b lo c k a d e  w as p ro c la im e d  

i n  A p r i l ,  1 8 6 1 , H e n r i M e rc ie r ,  F re n c h  a m b assad o r to  

th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s ,  e x p r e s s e d  g ra v e  c o n c e rn  a b o u t  

F r a n c e 's  w i n t e r  s u p p ly  o f  raw  c o t t o n . A l t h o u g h  a  

p r e v io u s  F re n c h  s u r p l u s  and  th e  a c c e l e r a t e d  im p o r ts  

o f  A m erican  c o t t o n  fro m  1860 to  t h e  o u tb r e a k  o f  th e  

C i v i l  War i n i t i a l l y  e n a b le d  m ost c o t t o n  m a n u f a c tu r e r s  

t o  c o n t in u e  o p e r a t i o n s ,  by  th e  f a l l  o f  1861 th e

go v ern m en t was b e s ie g e d  w i th  c o m p la in ts  and  p e t i t i o n s
66from  c o m m e rc ia l c e n t e r s .  T w en ty -se v en  d a y s  b e f o r e  

th e  T r i p a r t i t e  T r e a ty  f o r  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  M exico , 

t h e  F re n c h  F o re ig n  M i n i s t e r ,  E d o u ard  T h o u v e n e l, 

e x p r e s s e d  a n x ie ty  a b o u t  F r a n c e 's  c l o t h  p r o d u c t io n .

^ M e rc ie r  t o  T h o u v e n e l, W a sh in g to n , May 6 ,  
1 8 6 1 , c i t e d  b y  Lynn M. C ase and  W arren  F . S p e n c e r ,
*l^e U n i te d  S t a t e s  ^ d  F ra n c e ;  C i v i l  War D ip lom acy  
( .P h i la d e lp h ia :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  P e n n s y lv a n ia  P r e s s ,
1 9 7 0 ) ,  p .  1 3 5 .

^ ^ F ig u re s  f o r  1860 and 1861 a r e  som ew hat 
d e c e p t iv e  due to  a b n o rm a lly  l a r g e  A m erican  c r o p s  i n  
1859 an d  1860 t h a t  w ere  p u rc h a s e d  i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  
a  d i s t u r b a n c e  o f  s u p p ly  from  A m e ric a . London 
E c o n o m is t . November 2 ,  1861 ; M. B . Hammond, ÿhe 
O o tto n  I n d u s t r y , P u b l i c a t i o n s  o f  th e  A m erican  Econom ic 
A s s o c ia t io n  (New Y ork : M acm illan  C o . ,  1897)»  p .
2 5 8 ; Dunham, A n g lo -F re n c h  T r e a ty , p .  194-; F o h le n ,
L ' i n d u s t r i e  t e x t i l e , p p . 2 6 4 -2 % ; O w sley , C o tto n  
D ip lo m a cy , 134—3&.
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" w o rth  700 m i l l i o n  f r a n c s , "  w h ich  w as s e r i o u s l y  e n 

d a n g e re d  h y  th e  l a c k  o f  th e  " in d i s p e n s a b le  c o t t o n .

I n  1861 th e  F re n c h  n e e d  f o r  s i l v e r  becam e more 

g ra v e  a s ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  to  m o n e ta ry  p ro b le m s , e x p o r t s  

m a rk e d ly  d e c l in e d  and  an  u rg e n c y  f o r  raw  c o t to n  dem anded 

i t s  i m p o r t a t i o n  fro m  s i lv e r - c o n s u m in g  c o u n t r i e s .  D u rin g  

t h i s  same y e a r ,  F ra n c e  b e g an  t a k i n g  m ore s t r i d e n t  

s t e p s  i n  M ex ico , t h e  w o r l d 's  m a jo r  s i l v e r  p r o d u c e r .

F re n c h  econom ic an d  unem ploym ent p ro b le m s 

in c r e a s e d  when b o th  im p o r ts  o f  c o t t o n  a n d  c o t to n  

s to c k  i n  w a re h o u se s  f e l l  a la r m in g ly  from  1861 to  

1862.^®  W hile  s c a t t e r e d  a r e a s  show ed some r e s i l i 

e n c y , o t h e r s  w ere c o n f r o n te d  w i th  s e r i o u s  unem ploy

m ent b y  th e  e n d  o f  1 8 6 1 . I n  e a s t e r n  N orm andy, o v e r  

f o r t y  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  w o rk e rs  in v o lv e d  i n  s p in n in g

^ T h o u v e n e l  to  M e rc ie r ,  P a r i s ,  O c t .  5» 1 8 6 1 , 
c i t e d  by  C ase and  S p e n c e r ,  C i v i l  War D ip lo m acy , 
p p .  I 7O -I7 I ;  a l s o  s e e  O c to b e r  l ô é l r e p o r i s  o f  th e  
p r o c u r e u r s  g e n e r a l .  C a se , U . S . an d  M ex ico , p p .  1 7 -  
2 6 .

Im p o r te d  c o t t o n  d ro p p e d  from  6 2 4 ,6 0 0  b a l e s  
i n  1861 to  2 7 1 ,5 7 0  b a l e s  i n  1 8 6 2 . C o tto n  s to c k  
d e c r e a s e d  i n  th e  same p e r i o d  from  1 4 0 ,5 4 5  b a l e s  t o  
5 9 ,1 9 5  b a l e s .  Dunham, A n g lo -F re n c h  T r e a ty , p .  1 9 3 . 
S ee  A p p e n d ix .



78

and  h an d  w e av in g  i n  th e  im p o r ta n t  r e g i o n  o f  Rouen 

w ere u n e m p l o y e d . T h e  c o t t o n  c r i s i s  to u c h e d  o f f  a  

w o rld -w id e  econom ic  c r i s i s .  F re n c h  e x p o r t  i n d u s t r i e s  

s u f f e r e d  d i s t r e s s  a s  unem ploym ent s p r e a d .  By th e  w in t e r  

o f  1 8 6 1 -1 8 6 2 , f i f t y - f i v e  p e r  c e n t  o f  c lo c k  and  w a tc h  

w o rk e rs  i n  th e  Rouen a r e a  w ere o u t  o f  w o rk , w h ile  t h e
70L im oges c h in a  i n d u s t r y  r e d u c e d  p r o d u c t io n  f i f t y  p e r  c e n t .

F r a n t i c a l l y  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  r e l i e f  f o r  th e s e  

p ro b le m s , th e  E m p ero r, th e  F o r e ig n  M i n i s t e r ,  and  

F re n c h  b a n k e r s  p r e s s u r e d  U nion  d ip lo m a ts .  I n  M arch ,

1 8 6 2 , N ap o leo n  u rg e d  W illia m  L . D a y to n , U n i te d  

S t a t e s  M in i s t e r  t o  F r a n c e ,  t o  do " so m e th in g "  to  

" r e l i e v e  th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  h e r e ,  g ro w in g  o u t  o f  th e  

w an t o f  c o t t o n . T h o u v e n e l  i n s t r u c t e d  M e rc ie r  

a b o u t th e  s e r i o u s  m a n u fa c tu r in g  p ro b le m s  due t o  t h e  

l a c k  o f  c o t t o n ,  and  he th e n  s t e r n l y  t o l d  H enry  

S a n fo rd ,  U n i te d  S t a t e s  M in i s t e r  i n  B r u s s e l s ,

"We a r e  n e a r l y  o u t  o f  c o t t o n ,  a n d  c o t t o n  we m ust

^ R e p o r t s  o f  th e  p r o c u r e u r s  g é n é ra u x , J a n u a r y ,  
1 8 6 2 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  C a se , U n i te d  S t a t e s  an d  M ex ico , 
p p .  2 6 -4 5 .

^ ^ J u ly  and O c to b e r ,  1 8 6 1 , and  J a n u a r y ,  1 8 6 2 , 
r e p o r t s ,  r e p r i n t e d  i n  i b i d . ,  p p .  1 3 -4 5 .

^ ^D ay to n  to  S ew ard , P a r i s ,  M arch 2 5 , 1 8 6 2 , 
c i t e d  b y  C ase  an d  S p e n c e r ,  U n i te d  S t a t e s  an d  F r a n c e , 
p .  2 8 9 .



79

h a v e . B a r o n  Ja c o b  R o t h s c h i l d ,  d i r e c t l y  c o n f r o n t i n g  

S a n f o r d ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  l a c k  o f  A m erican  c o t t o n  had  

c a u se d  a  " c o n v u ls io n "  i n  P r a n c e ,  an d  a m b ig o u s ly  

a d d e d , "When y o u r  p a t i e n t  i s  d e s p e r a t e l y  s i c k ,  y o u  

t r y  d e s p e r a t e  r e m e d ie s ,  e v e n  t o  b l o o d - l e t t i n g .

In  N a p o le o n 's  J u l y  3» 1 8 6 2 , l e t t e r  t o  G e n e ra l  E l i e  

F r e d e r i c  P o re y ,  Commander o f  P re n c h  f o r c e s  i n  

M ex ico , th e  E m peror p r o t e s t e d  b o th  U n i te d  S t a t e s  

d o m in a t io n  o f  L a t in  A m erica  an d  th e  a d v e r s e  e f f e c t s  

on P ra n c e  o f  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s '  p o s t u r e  a s  " th e  

s o le  d i s t r i b u t o r  o f  t h e  p r o d u c t s  o f  th e  New W o rld ."  

P la g u e d  b y  g o ld  and  c o t t o n  p ro b le m s  e m a n a tin g  fro m  

th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s ,  N a p o leo n  was p r o t e s t i n g  th e  

d e p e n d e n c y  and  h e l p l e s s n e s s  o f  P r a n c e .

^ T h o u v en e l t o  M e r c ie r ,  M arch 1 3 , 1 8 6 2 , 
c i t e d  b y  E p h ra im  D o u g la ss  Adams, G re a t  B r i t a i n  and  
th e  A m erican  C i v i l  War (New Y o rk : R u s s e l l  & R u s s e l l ,
l 9 $ S ; ,  p .  2 7 9 . S a n fo rd  t o  S ew ard , A p r i l  1 0 , 1862 
( r .  A p r i l  2 5 ) ,  c i t e d  b y  C ase  and  S p e n c e r ,  U n i te d  
S t a t e s  an d  P r a n c e , p .  2 9 0 .

^ ^ S a n fo rd  t o  S e w a rd , P a r i s ,  A p r i l  1 0 , 1862 
( r .  A p r i l  2 5 ) ,  c i t e d  b y  i b i d .

^ ^ N ap o leo n  I I I  t o  G e n e ra l  P o re y ,  J u l y  3 , 1 8 6 2 , 
V, r e p r i n t e d  i n  G enaro  G a r c i a ,  e d . , C o le c c io n  de 
d o c u m e n te s  i n é d i t e s  o mu.v r a r o s  p a ra " " la  I h l s t o r i a  de 
M exico c30 v o l s . ;  M ex ico ; ï < l b r e r i a  cle l a  V da. de  
<3hT"Bo\iret, 1908 - 1 9 1 0 ) ,  XIV, 1 3 -1 5 .
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From J u l y  t o  O c to b e r ,  1 8 6 2 , th e  im p a c t o f  

th e  A m erican  C i v i l  War on F re n c h  c o t to n  a n d  e x p o r t  

i n d u s t r i e s  becam e more i n t e n s e . ^ ^  The new F o r e ig n  

M i n i s t e r , E d o u ard  D rouyn de L huys, who r e p l a c e d  

T h o u v en e l i n  O c to b e r ,  1 8 6 2 , la m e n te d  th e  " c r i s i s  

w h ich  i s  p r e v e n t in g  th e  g ro w th  o f  one o f  th e  m ost 

f e r t i l e  s o u r c e s  o f  p u b l i c  w e a l th  an d  w h ich  i s  

b e co m in g , f o r  th e  g r e a t  c e n t e r s  o f  l a b o r , th e  c a u s e  

o f  a  m o st p a i n f u l  s i t u a t i o n . T h e  l a s t  m onths o f  

1862 and  th e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  1863 w ere  th e  m o st 

s e v e re  p e r i o d  o f  th e  c o t t o n  c r i s i s . B y  1862 th e  

w e ek ly  a v e ra g e  c o n su m p tio n  o f  c o t t o n  d ro p p e d  to  

a b o u t o n e - h a l f  o f  th e  1861 am o u n t, c a u s in g  c o t t o n  

p r i c e s  t o  be  o f t e n  h i g h e r  t h a n  w ool and  l i n e n .

^^E conom ic r e p o r t s  o f  th e  p r o c u r e u r s  g é n é ra u x ,  
J u ly - O c to b e r ,  1 8 6 2 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  C a se , U n i te d  S t a t e s  
an d  M ex ico , p p . 7 0 -1 0 0 .

^^D rouyn  de L huys to  F re n c h  a m b a ssa d o rs  i n  
S t .  P e t e r s b u r g  and  L ondon , P a r i s ,  O c to b e r  3 0 , 1 8 6 2 , 
p r i n t e d  i n  Le M o n ite u r , Novem ber 1 3 , 1 8 6 2 .

^ ^ F o h le n , L ' i n d u s t r i e  t e x t i l e , p .  2 5 5 ;
Dunham, A n g lo -F re n c h  t r e a t y , p .  1 ^ 6 .

^^C onsum ption  o f  c o t t o n  d ro p p e d  from  1 1 ,1 1 4  
b a l e s  i n  1861 t o  5 ,9 8 1  b a l e s  i n  1 8 6 2 . The a v e ra g e  
w e ek ly  c o n su m p tio n  th e n  i n c r e a s e d  i n  1863 to  n e a r l y  
7 ,0 0 0  b a l e s  a  w eek a n d , i n  1 8 6 4 , F re n c h  c o n su m p tio n
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By A p r i l ,  1 8 6 3 , th e  t o t a l  niim ber o f  unem ployed  

F renchm en  w as a p p ro x im a te ly  2 2 3 ,5 5 6 , a f f e c t i n g  th e  

l i v e s  o f  a n  e s t im a te d  6 7 0 ,0 0 0  p e r s o n s . A w a r e  o f  

p o t e n t i a l  u n r e s t ,  th e  E m peror i n s t i g a t e d  and

a c c e l e r a t e d  p u b l i c  w ork p r o j e c t s  t o  r e l i e v e  u n -
80em ployed  w o r k e r s . I t  was c l e a r ,  h o w e v e r, t h a t  

F ra n c e  u r g e n t l y  n e e d e d  s i l v e r  t o  p u r c h a s e  c o t t o n  

fro m  I n d i a .  A t t h i s  tim e  o f  g r e a t e s t  unem ploym ent, 

th e  F re n c h  F o r e ig n  M in i s t e r  a m b ig u o u s ly  t o l d  th e

U n i te d  S t a t e s  M i n i s t e r  t o  F ra n c e  t h a t  N ap o leo n  d id
81n o t  i n t e n d  t o  ta k e  S o n o ra — p e rm a n e n t ly .

B o th  E n g la n d  a n d  F ra n c e  r e l u c t a n t l y  tu r n e d
82t o  s i l v e r - s t a n d a r d  I n d i a  f o r  c o t t o n .  A lth o u g h

o f  c o t t o n  was n e a r l y  8 ,0 0 0  b a l e s  w e e k ly , a b o u t  t h r e e -  
f o u r t h s  o f  t h e  1861 am o u n t. O w sley , lü n g  C o tto n  
D ip lo m acy , p p .  1 5 2 -1 5 3 ; F o h le n ,  L ' i n d u s t r i e  t e x t i l e ,  
P P T % : ? 5 4 .  -------------------------------------------

^ ^ F o h le n , L ' i n d u s t r i e  t e x t i l e , p p .  2 6 5 -2 6 7 .

^ ^ I b i d . , p .  2 7 2 ; D av id  H. P in k n e y , N apo leon  
I I I  and  th e  É e b u i ld in g  o f  P a r i s  ( P r i n c e t o n ,  N . J . ;  
P r i n c e t o n  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 8 ) , p .  37» Dunham, 
A n g lo -F re n c h  T r e a t y , p p .  1 5 5 -1 6 0 .

® ^D ayton t o  S ew ard , P a r i s ,  A p r i l  2 4 , 1863» 
e x c e r p t s  r e p r i n t e d  i n  C ase and  S p e n c e r ,  U n i te d  S t a t e s  
a n d  F r a n c e , p p .  5 1 9 -5 2 0 .

go
F o r  th e  c o n f l i c t  b e tw e e n  E n g la n d  and  I n d i a  

o v e r  I n d i a ' s  tro u b le s o m e  s i l v e r  s t a n d a r d ,  s e e  H aw try , 
G old  S ta n d a r d ,  p p .  7 7 -7 8 .
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P re n c h  f i r m s  made s u b s t a n t i a l  in v e s tm e n ts  i n  E g y p t,

A l g e r i a ,  W est A f r i c a ,  and T u rk ey  b e f o r e  and  d u r in g

th e  c o t t o n  fa m in e , I n d i a  p r o v id e d  th e  m a jo r  s o u rc e

o f  c o t t o n .  H ow ever, a  y e a r ' s  d e la y  was n e c e s s a r y

b e f o r e  th e  p r o d u c t io n  o f  I n d ia n  c o t t o n  c o u ld  be

a d e q u a te ly  i n c r e a s e d ,  and raw  c o t t o n  fro m  I n d ia  d id
84n o t  b e g in  t o  a r r i v e  i n  P ra n c e  u n t i l  1 8 6 2 . Even 

when i t  d id  a r r i v e ,  t h e r e  w ere  many p ro b le m s ; i n  

q u a l i t y ,  I n d ia n  c o t t o n  h a d  a  s h o r t e r  s t a p l e ,  many 

i m p u r i t i e s ,  and  p ro d u c e d  y a rn  t h a t  c a u s e d  t h r e a d s  t o  

b r e a k  m ore e a s i ly .® ^  These c o m p l ic a t io n s  f o r c e d

c o t to n  m a n u f a c tu r e r s ,  l a b o r i o u s l y  an d  e x p e n s iv e ly ,
86t o  a d a p t  t h e i r  m a c h in e ry  t o  I n d ia n  c o t t o n .

^ P o m e ro y , " P re n c h  S u b s t i t u t e s  f o r  A m erican  
C o t to n ,"  p .  55 7 ; Dunham, A n g lo -P re n c h  T r e a ty , p .
1 6 6 .

84A lth o u g h  im p o r ts  h a d  i n c r e a s e d  from  
2 7 1 ,5 7 0  b a l e s  i n  1862 t o  5 8 1 ,5 3 9  b y  th e  en d  o f  1 8 6 3 , 
th e  t o t a l  P re n c h  s to c k  f e l l  f ro m  5 9 ,1 9 5  b a l e s  i n  
1862 t o  5 2 ,8 5 2  i n  1 8 6 5 . I b i d . ,  p p .  1 9 5 , 1 9 8 -1 9 9 .

® ^O w sley, f i n g  C o tto n  D in lo m acy , p .  5 , 
c i t i n g  The London E c o n o m is t , A p r i l  1 5 , 1 8 6 1 .

®^Dunham, A n g lo -P re n c h  T r e a ty , p p .  1 5 5 -1 5 6 .
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A lth o u g h  M ich e l C h e v a l ie r  a d v o c a te d ,  and  th e  F re n c h  

g o v ern m en t im p le m e n te d , s u b s t a n t i a l  l o a n s  to  a i d  

c o t t o n  m a n u f a c tu r e r s  i n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e  com

p l i c a t e d  ch an g e  o f  m a c h in e ry  c a u s e d  many s m a ll  m i l l s  

t o  go b a n k ru p t.® '^

W hile  N ap o leo n  s t r u g g l e d  w i th  t h e s e  m o n e ta ry , 

m a n u fa c tu r in g ,  and  em ploym ent p ro b le m s , F re n c h
QO

e x p o r t s  o f  s i l v e r  c o n t in u e d .  I n d i a ,  h a v in g  demone

t i z e d  g o ld  i n  1 8 5 0 , a b s o rb e d  v a s t  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  

s i l v e r .® ^  From 1852 th ro u g h  1864 F ra n c e  e x p o r te d  

o v e r  1)6 b i l l i o n  f r a n c s  o f  s i l v e r , a n d  th e  a d d i t i o n a l  

s t r a i n  o f  a  new c o t t o n  s o u rc e  p l a c e d  th e  E m peror i n  

a  d i f f i c u l t  p o s i t i o n .  I n  May, 1 8 6 4 , t h e  C orps 

l é g i s l a t i f ,  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  p o p u la r  o u t c r y  a g a i n s t  

th e  l a c k  o f  s p e c i e ,  p a s s e d  a  law  t o  r e d u c e  th e  am ount

® "^ Ib id ., p p .  155 f f . ,  1 9 9 , 2 0 1 , 2 1 0 ; C lapham ,
Econom ic D evelopm ent o f  F ra n c e  and  G erm any, p .  2 4 6 . 

88
(1 8 6 9 ) ,  5 5 ?

E n q u e te  s u r  l a  c i r c u l a t i o n  m o n é ta i r e ,  V I.r

o q
'^ E l l s t a e t t e r ,  I n d ia n  S i l v e r  C u r re n c y ; 

L a u g h l in ,  H i s to r y  o f  B im e ta l l i s m , •pp. 122-154 . 2 1 8 .

^ ^ 1 ,7 2 7  m i l l i o n  f r a n c s ,  o r  o v e r  $545 m i l l i o n .  
E n q u e te  s u r  l a  c i r c u l a t i o n  m o n é ta i r e . VI (1 8 6 9 ) ,  
554- 555.  '
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o f  s i l v e r  i n  t h e  5 0 -c e n tim e s  and  2 0 - c e n t im e s  c o i n s .  

C o n tr a ry  t o  h o p e f u l  e x p e c t a t i o n s ,  t h i s  f a i l e d  t o  

r e c t i f y  th e  s i l v e r  s h o r t a g e .  As so o n  a s  s m a ll  c o in s  

w ere  m in te d ,  s p e c u l a t o r s  a b s o rb e d  them  a n d , e v a d in g  

th e  new r e s t r i c t i v e  la w s ,  c o n t in u e d  t h e i r  p r o f i t a b l e  

m a n ip u la t io n s .  I n  th e  e a r l i e r  p a r t  o f  1865 B e lg iu m , 

m ore s e v e r e l y  a f f e c t e d  th a n  th e  o th e r  t h r e e  c o u n t r i e s ^  

due to  h e r  r e t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  o ld  s i l v e r  f i n e n e s s ,  

p ro p o s e d  t h a t  a  j o i n t  m o n e ta ry  c o n fe r e n c e  b e  h e ld .  

F r a n c e ,  S w i tz e r l a n d  an d  I t a l y  r e a d i l y  a c c e p te d  th e  

i n v i t a t i o n ,  an d  th e  L a t in  M o n e ta ry  U n ion  w as fo rm e d . 

F ra n c e  c o n s id e r e d  th e  l a c k  o f  s i l v e r  s u b s i d i a r y  c o in a g e  

th e  m a jo r  i s s u e ,  and  i t  was t h i s ,  n o t  a  ch an g e  i n  

th e  m o n e ta ry  s t a n d a r d ,  t h a t  was m ost h e a t e d l y  

d e b a t e d . F r e n c h  im p o r t s  o f  M exican  b u l l i o n  and  

s p e c ie  m ore th a n  d o u b le d  fro m  1861 t o  1 8 6 2 , and  

d o u b le d  a g a in  from  1862 to  1 8 6 5 . E ven  w i th  g r e a t l y  

augm en ted  s i l v e r  s u p p l i e s ,  F r a n c e 's  n e e d  was so 

g r e a t  t h a t  i t s  m o n e ta ry  p ro b le m s d id  n o t  l e s s e n  

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  u n t i l  1 8 6 5 . I n  t h a t  y e a r ,  f o r  th e  

f i r s t  t im e  s in c e  N ap o leo n  I I I  becam e E m p ero r, F ra n c e

* ^ ^ W illis , L a t i n  M o n e ta ry  U n io n , p p . 4 1 ,  4 5 ,
47.
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Qp
im p o r te d  m ore s i l v e r  th a n  w as e x p o r t e d .  W ide ly  

c r i t i c i z e d  f o r  h i s  p o l i c i e s  i n  M ex ico , h e  was 

s u p p o r te d  b y  th o s e  who a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  t h e  F re n c h  

w ould  i n c r e a s e  M exican  m in in g  p r o d u c t i v i t y ,  r e s t o r e  

th e  b a la n c e  b e tw e e n  s i l v e r  and  g o ld ,  and  s to p  th e  

e s c a l a t i n g  p r i c e  o f  s i l v e r . ^ ^

M e x ic o 's  w e a l th  o f  s i l v e r  and  F r a n c e 's  

d e a r t h  o f  t h i s  m e ta l  c o in c id e d  w i th  a  p e r i o d  o f  

v u l n e r a b i l i t y  f o r  b o th  c o u n t r i e s .  A m a jo r  d i p l o 

m a t ic  and  m i l i t a r y  d e c i s i o n ,  su c h  a s  th e  F re n c h  

i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  M ex ico , i s  g e n e r a l l y  f o r m u la te d  

o v e r  a  p e r i o d  o f  y e a r s .  B etw een 1852 an d  1854 N ap o leo n

^ H a n s a r d 's . " R e p o rt on th e  D e p r e c ia t io n  o f  
S i l v e r , "  A p p e n d ix , p p .  7 0 8 , 8 6 -8 7 . The B r i t i s h  d id  
n o t  r e g a i n  t h e i r  p red o m in an c e  o f  M exican  s i l v e r  
sh ip m e n ts  t o  E u rope  u n t i l  t h e  end  o f  t h e  S econd  
E m p ire . The U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  whose r e c e i p t  o f  M exican  
m e ta l s  w as r e d u c e d  m ore th a n  o n e - h a l f  d u r in g  th e  
F re n c h  i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  r e g a i n e d  i t s  p r e f e r e n t i a l  
s t a t u s  i n  1 8 6 7 .

95iiThe E m pire o f  M e x ic o ,"  Q u a r te r ly  R ev iew ,
V o l. 115 ( A p r i l ,  1 8 6 4 ) ,  p .  36 1 ; P a t t e r s o n ,  '''The------
N a p o le o n ic  I d e a  i n  M e x ic o ,"  p p .  7 2 , 8 2 . F o r 
s i l v e r  p r i c e s ,  s e e  " R a tio  o f  S i l v e r  t o  G o ld ,"  com
p u te d  m o n th ly  fro m  1845 t o  1880 by  D r. 0 .  J .  Bi^och, 
" F re n c h  R e p o r t  on C o n fe re n c e  o f  1 8 8 1 ,"  r e p r i n t e d  
i n  L a u g h l in ,  H i s to r y  o f  B im e ta l l i s m . A p pend ix  I I ,
p .  2 2 5 .
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was a l e r t e d  t o  t h e  s i l v e r  o f  S o n o ra  b y  th e  e x p l o i t s  

o f  an  a d v e n tu ro u s  F re n c h  C o u n t. A le x a n d e r  von 

H um boldt h ad  a l l e g e d l y  p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  S o n o r a 's  

m in e r a l  w e a l th  w ould  r e s t o r e  th e  w o r l d 's  b a la n c e  

b e tw e e n  g o ld  and  s i l v e r . C o u n t  G a sto n  R ao u l de 

R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n , w i th  o n ly  two h u n d re d  F renchm en , 

p ro v e d  t h a t  S o n o ra  was e x tre m e ly  v u l n e r a b l e .

Q /i
^ Mowry, A r iz o n a  and  S o n o ra , p .  5 ^ . See La 

G o rc e , H i s t o i r e  du  se c o n d  em p ire  « IV , p .  1 4 , f o r  
H u m b o ld t' s ^ i n f lu e n c e  on N ap o leo n  I I I ;  a l s o ,  J o y n a l  
de l a  s o c ié té ^  d e s  A m e r ic a n is ts  s  de P a r i s , New S e r i e s  
( l ô  v o l s . ;  P a r i s :  Au s iè g e  de l a  s o c i é t é ,  190 3 -1 9 1 3 )»
X, p p .  2 8 5 -2 8 6 .



CHAPTER IV 

FRENCH EXPEDITIONS TO SONORA, 1 8 5 1 -1 8 5 4

D u rin g  th e  e a r l y  1 8 5 0 ' s ,  w h ile  N ap o leo n  I I I  

w o r r ie d  a b o u t  b o th  th e  E a s te r n  Q u e s t io n  a n d  d o m e s tic  

p ro b le m s , s e v e r a l  F renchm en l e d  e x p e d i t i o n s  to  

o b ta in  M exican  m in e r a l  w e a l th .  A f t e r  th e  d i s c o v e r y  

o f  g o ld  i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  i t  seem ed l o g i c a l  t h a t  th e  

m o u n ta in s  y i e l d i n g  w e a l th  t h e r e  w ould  do th e  same i n  

t h e i r  e x te n s io n  i n t o  M exico .

The r e p o r t e d  w e a l th  o f  s i l v e r  i n  S o n o ra  an d  

th e  F re n c h  n e e d  f o r  t h i s  m e ta l  w ere com plem en ted  by  

S o n o r a 's  p e r i l o u s  p o s i t i o n . ^  M e x ic o 's  b o r d e r s  

r e c e d e d  d r a s t i c a l l y  a s  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  a c q u i r e d  

a b o u t h a l f  o f  M e x ico ' s  n a t i o n a l  dom ain  when th e  

T re a ty  o f  G uadalupe  H id a lg o  was s ig n e d  on  F e b ru a ry  2 ,

One o f  th e  m ost i s o l a t e d  s t a t e s  o f  M exico , 
S o n o r a 's  m a jo r  to w n s , d e v e lo p e d  fro m  m is s io n s  and  
p r e s i d i o s ,  w ere U re s ,  th e  c a p i t a l ;  H e r m o s i l lo ,  th e  
l a r g e s t  tow n w i th  a  p o p u la t io n  i n  th e  1 8 5 0 ' s  o f  
a b o u t 1 2 ,0 0 0 ;  A r iz p e ,  m i l i t a r y  h e a d q u a r t e r s  and  
fo rm e r  c a p i t a l ;  Guaym as, th e  o n ly  im p o r ta n t  p o r t ;  
and  A lam os, th e  m in in g  c e n t e r  o f  s o u th e r n  S o n o ra .
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1848 i n  Q u e r e ta r o .  L e s s  th a n  two w eeks e a r l i e r ,

g o ld  h a d  b e e n  d i s c o v e r e d  in  C a l i f o r n i a ,  and

a d v e n tu ro u s  men r a p i d l y  d e sc e n d e d  on t h i s  a r e a

n o r th - w e s t  o f  S o n o ra , F o r  m any, a s  d ream s o f

w e a l th  and pow er t h e r e  d i s i n t e g r a t e d ,  f r u s t r a t i o n

and  hope tu r n e d  them  to w a rd s  th e  f a b l e d  w e a l th  o f
2

n o r t h e r n  M ex ico . I n  th e  1 8 5 0 ' s ,  S o n o ra  r e s e m b le d  

C a l i f o r n i a  i n  th e  1 8 4 0 ' s :  b o th  h ad  m in e r a l  w e a l th ,

f a c t i o n a l  g o v e rn m e n ts , and  la c k  o f  p r o t e c t i o n  fro m  

th e  c e n t r a l  g o v e rn m e n t. U neasy  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  

r e c e n t  m e ta m o rp h o s is  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  from  a  

p ro v in c e  o f  M exico t o  a  p o s s e s s io n  o f  t h e  U n ite d  

S t a t e s ,  w i th in  f i v e  y e a r s  a f t e r  th e  a r r i v a l  o f

B a n c r o f t ,  N o r th  M exican  S t a t e s . I I ,  6 7 3 -7 5 ; 
720 - 7 2 1 . The h e a d in g ,  "E x p e c te d  In v a d e r s  from  
C a l i f o r n i a , "  a  w a rn in g  from  M anuel B re n a s , P r e f e c t  
o f  A lam os, t o  J o s e  de A g u i l a r ,  G overno r o f  S o n o ra , 
A p r i l  9 ,  1 8 5 1 , i s  t y p i c a l  o f  th e  a la rm s  i n  S o n o ra  
d u r in g  t h i s  e r a .  E l  S o n o re n s e . May 5 0 , 1 8 5 1 ;
S ep tem b er 5 , 1851 ; November 7 ,  1 8 5 1 , A lphonse  
P i n a r t ,  D ocum ents f o r  th e  H is to r y  o f  S o n o ra : E x t r a c t s
from  M a n u s c r ip ts  and  P r i n t e d  M a tte r  i n  th e  C o l l e c t i o n  
o f  Mons. A lphonse  P i n a r t  (MSÈ. B a n c ro f t  L ib r a r y ,  
U n iv e r s i ty  o f  C a l i f o r n i a ,  B e rk e le y , C a l i f o r n i a ,
M exican  MSS, N os. 2 8 6 -2 9 2 ) ,  V, 312 ; 534 ; 5 4 2 . The 
P i n a r t  C o l l e c t i o n  w i l l  be  c i t e d  h e re in e u T te r  a s  
P i n a r t  T r a n s c r i p t s ,  S o n o ra .
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t h e  f i r s t  g ro u p  o f  s e t t l e r s  from  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s ,
%

S o n o ra  b r a c e d  i t s e l f . " ^

The f i r s t  a t t e m p t  t o  in v a d e  S o n o ra  w as l e d  

b y  J o s e p h  C. M orehead , fo rm e r  q u a r t e r m a s t e r - g e n e r a l  

o f  C a l i f o r n i a ,  who l e f t  San  F r a n c i s c o  i n  A p r i l  o f  

1 8 5 1 . S u p p o s e d ly  i n v i t e d  t o  M exico b y  c i t i z e n s  i n  

S o n o ra  and  B a ja  C a l i f o r n i a  who w a n te d  to  be e i t h e r  

in d e p e n d e n t  o r  an n ex e d  t o  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s ,  th e s e  

f i l i b u s t e r s  r e a c h e d  M a z a tla n  a b o u t  th e  en d  o f  May. 

A lth o u g h  M o re h e a d 's  g o a l s  r e m a in  o b s c u re  an d  h i s  

e x p e d i t i o n  s im p ly  d i s s o l v e d ,  h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  a l e r t e d  

M e x ica n s , A m erican s  a n d  F renchm en  t h a t  f w t h e r  

p o r t i o n s  o f  M exico m ig h t be a v a i l a b l e  t o  th o s e  w i th  

so u n d e r  p l a n s  and  g r e a t e r  p e r s e v e r e n c e .

^F or a  d r a m a tic  r e c i t a t i o n  o f  S o n o r a 's  
p ro b le m s  d u r in g  t h e  e a r l y  1 8 5 C 's ,  s e e  G o v ern o r 
A g u i l a r 's  " P ro c la m a t io n  t o  S o n o r a ,"  U r e s ,  J u l y  1 1 , 
1 8 5 6 , M exico C i ty ,  I n t e g r i d a d  N a c io n a l . J u ly  1 8 ,
1 8 5 5 , P i n a r t  T r a n s c r i p t s , É o n o ra , V. 3 1 3 -5 1 3 ; 5 1 8 -3 1 9 .

^ B a n c r o f t ,  H i s t o r y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a , V I, 5 8 4 ; 
B a n c r o f t ,  N o rth  M exican  â t a 'b ê s . l J ,  ?g?i; J .  F re d  
H ip p y , The U n i te d  S t a t e s  an d  H e x ic o  (New Y ork : F .  S . 
C r o f t s  & C o ., 1 9 5 1 ^ , p p .  8 ÿ - ^ ; "M on th ly  R e co rd  o f  
C u r r e n t  E v e n t s ,"  H a r p e r ' s  New M o n th ly  M a g az in e . XIX 
(D ecem ber, 1851 ) $ j ’o se  p h  i l l  en  S t o u t ,  j r . ,
The L i b e r a t o r s ;  F i l i b u s t e r i n g  E x p e d i t io n s  i n t o
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In  a d d i t i o n  to  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  a  m a s s iv e  

c o l l e c t i o n  o f  a m b i t io u s  men j u s t  n o r t h  o f  i t s  b o r d e r ,  

th e  1 8 5 0 ' s  w ere g rim  y e a r s  f o r  S o n o ra . The A paches 

w ere  a s  r e s t l e s s  a s  t h e  A rg o n a u ts ,  and  t h e i r  

s p o r a d ic  t h r u s t s  o c c u r r e d  a t  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n 

o p p o r tu n e  t im e ,  a s  M ex ican s w ere s ta g g e r e d  b y  t h e i r  

d e f e a t  i n  th e  r e c e n t  w ar w i th  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s . ^  

Many c i t i z e n s  o f  S o n o ra , i r o n i c a l l y  ig n o r in g  t h e i r  

own l a n d 's  w e a l th ,  w ere  l u r e d  n o r t h  by  C a l i f o r n i a n  

g o ld ,  an d  t h i s  e x o d u s  d r a in e d  th e  m i l i t i a  n e e d e d  t o  

c h e c k  th e  A pache r a i d s , ^  Q u a rre lso m e  p o l i t i c a l  

f a c t i o n s  c r e a t e d  d e s t r u c t i v e  c i v i l  s t r i f e ,  and  

S o n o r a 's  d i s t r e s s e d  a p p e a l s  f o r  m i l i t a r y  a i d  fro m

M exico , 1 8 4 8 -1 8 6 2  (L os A n g e le s ;  W e s te rn lo re  P r e s s ,
1973T; p. 46.-----

^ B a n c r o f t ,  H i s t o r y  o f  M ex ico , 1 8 2 4 -1 8 6 1 ,
V, 5 7 6 -5 8 0 ; Jo h n  R u s s e l l  B a r t l e t t ,  P e r s o n a l  ^ a r r a t i v e  
o f  E y ? lo r a t i o n s  and  I n c i d e n t s  i n  T e x a s , New b k x ic o l  
C a l i f o r n i a ,  S o n o ra , a n d  C h ih u ah u a  (2  v o l s . :  New
Y ork ; D. A p p le to n  an d  C o m p a n y ,T 8 5 4 ) , I I ,  38 5 ; 
B a n c r o f t ,  N o r th  M ex ican  S t a t e s , I I ,  6"70.

^ B a n c r o f t ,  N o r th  M exican  S t a t e s , I I ,  670 -71»  
B a r t l e t t ,  P e r s o n a l  N a r r a t i v e , 1 1 , 302 ; B a n c r o f t ,  
C a l i f o r n i a ,  V I, 113»
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th e  n a t i o n a l  g o v e rn m e n t, p r e o c c u p ie d  w i th  o t h e r  

p ro b le m s , w ere  l a r g e l y  i g n o r e d .^

A lth o u g h  o f f i c i a l s  i n  b o th  S o n o ra  and  

M exico C i ty  v iew ed  c o l o n i s t s  f a v o r a b l y ,  p r o v id e d  th e y  

w ere n o t  fro m  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s ,  t h e y  w ere  f i n a n c i a l l y  

u n a b le  t o  s u p p o r t  M exican  m i l i t a r y  c o lo n i e s  t h a t  

c o u ld  have  e a s e d  t h e i r  p ro b le m s . U s in g  E u ro p ea n  

c o l o n i s t s  to  s t a b i l i z e  S o n o r a 's  f r o n t i e r s  m ig h t 

w ard  o f f  th e  two g r e a t e s t  t h r e a t s :  A paches and  A n g lo -

A m e ric a n s . E u ro p e a n  im m ig ra n ts  w ere  l i k e l y  t o  be 

a t t r a c t e d  b y  S o n o r a 's  m in e r a l  w e a l th  r a t h e r  th a n  

a l t r u i s t i c  a im s o f  s a f e g u a r d in g  M ex ico . T h is  m is 

u n d e r s ta n d in g  o v e r  b a s i c  o b j e c t i v e s  l a t e r  c a u s e d  

c o u n t l e s s  d i s p u t e s .  N e v e r th e l e s s ,  M exico a p p e a le d  

t o  th g  n e a r e s t  s o u rc e  o f  E u ro p ean  im m ig ra n ts ,
Q

d i s i l l u s i o n e d  g o l d - s e e k e r s  i n  C a l i f o r n i a .  The 

o n e s  who re s p o n d e d  w ere  p r i m a r i l y  F r e n c h . W ith in

^ B a n c r o f t ,  N o r th  M exican  S t a t e s . I I ,  655- 664; 671-72.
Q

M arian o  P a r e d e s ,  P r o y e c to s  de  l e y e s  s o b re  
c o lo n iz a c io n  y  c o m e rc io  en  e l  e s ta d o  de S o n o ra . 
p r e s e n ta d o s  a  l a  Cam ara de D ip u ta d o s . p o r  e f  
r e p r é s e n t a n t e  de a q u e l  e s t a d o .  e n  l a  s e s io n  e x t r a -  
o r a i n a r i o  d e l  d i a  16 de A g o sto  de l6bO  (.M exico. D. P . ;  
Im p re n ta  de  I . C u m p lid o , IÔ 5 0 ) ,  F o r a  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  
P a r e d e s ,  s e e  O die  B. P a u lk ,  e d . , "A C o lo n iz a t io n  P la n
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th e  s i x  m onth  p e r i o d  from  N ovem ber, 1^51 , t o  May, 1 8 5 2 , 

c o in c id in g  w i th  th e  t r a n s i t i o n  i n  F ra n c e  from  th e  

R e p u b lic  t o  th e  E m p ire , t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  F re n c h  e x p e d i 

t i o n s  l e f t  San F r a n c is c o  f o r  S o n o ra ,

S t im u la te d  by  th e  a b o r t i v e  M orehead a t te m p t  

i n  1851 , th e  M exican  v ic e - c o n s u l  a t  San F r a n c i s c o ,  

W illia m  S c h le id e n ,  e n l i s t e d  C h a r le s  de P in d r a y ,  a  

t h i r t y - f i v e - y e a r - o l d  F re n c h  n o b lem an , t o  e s t a b l i s h  

a  E u ro p ean  f r o n t i e r  c o lo n y  i n  Sonora.*^ P in d r a y  h a d  

a r r i v e d  i n  M a s s a c h u s e t ts  i n  1845 and th e n  had  

jo u rn e y e d  on t h r e e  y e a r s  l a t e r  t o  C a l i f o r n i a ,  w here  

he u n s u c c e s s f u l l y  t r i e d  t o  f i n d  gold .^*^ P a t r i c e

f o r  N o r th e rn  S o n o ra , 1 8 5 0 ,"  New M exico H i s t o r i c a l  
R ev iew , XLIV (O c to b e r ,  1 9 6 9 ) , p p .  2 ^ 5 -5 1 4 ;
B a n c r o f t ,  N o r th  M exican S t a t e s , I I ,  ? 4 4 ; B a n c r o f t ,  
C a l i f o r n i a , V I, 407»

^ P in d r a y ' s t i t l e  i s  g iv e n  b o th  a s  C ount and  
M a rq u is ; M exican  docum en ts g e n e r a l l y  r e f e r  to  h im  
a s  C o u n t. L a m b e r t ie ,  Le dram e de S o n o ra , p p . 2 0 ? -  
2 0 9 ; L a c h a p e l l e ,  Le com ïe de f ta o u s s e t-B o u lb o n , 
p p . 5 2 -5 5 ; H e n r i  de  l a  M ad e len e , ïie com te G a s to n  de 
R aous se  t -B o u lb o n  ; s a  v i e  e t  s e s  ^ e n t y e s  d.' a p r è s "  s e s  
^ a j^ ie r s  e t ^ s a  c o r re s p o n d a n c e  ( P a r i s ;  C h a r p e n t ie r ,

^ ^ H o ra c io  S o b a rz o , C ro n ic a  de l a  a v e n tu r a  de 
R a o u sse t-B o \ilb o n  en  S o n o ra  (M ex ico , ]). f f . ;
L i b r e r i a  de M anuel P o r r u a ,  S . A .,  1 9 5 ^ ) ,  p p . 4 3 -5 2 ;  
M au rice  S o u l i e ,  TOie W olf Cub; The G re a t  A d v e n tu re  o f  
C ount G a sto n  de È a o u s se t-B o u lb o n  i n  C a l i f o r n i a  an d  
S o n o ra , 1É 5Ü -1854, t r a n s .  py J’e r r e l  Symons I n d ia n 
a p o l i s :  Tne B o o b s - M e r r i l l  Company, 1 9 2 ? ) ,  p p .  8 0 -8 9 .
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D i l lo n ,  th e  F re n c h  c o u n s u l  i n  San F r a n c is c o ,  

e n c o u ra g e d  h i s  co u n try m en  to  j o i n  th e  e x p e d i t i o n  

a n d , w i th  p ro m is e s  o f  a  f a v o r a b le  r e c e p t i o n ,

P in d r a y  and  e i g h t y - e i g h t  F renchm en l e f t  C a l i f o r n i a  

f o r  S o n o ra  on November 2 1 , 1851 , a b o a rd  th e  

Cumbe r l a nd . D u r i n g  th e  same m onth t h a t  L o u is  

N apo leon  e f f e c t e d  h i s  coup d ’e t a t ,  D ecem ber, 1851 

th e y  la n d e d  a t  Guaym as, M exican  o f f i c i a l s  g r a n te d  

th em , and  m ore th a n  s i x t y  o t h e r s  who l a t e r  

j o in e d  th e  g ro u p , t h r e e  le a g u e s  o f  l a n d  n e a r  th e
n p

d e s e r t e d  m is s io n  a t  C o c o sp e ra  i n  n o r t h e r n  S o n o ra . 

A f te r  a  t e d i o u s  t r i p ,  th e y  r e a c h e d  t h e i r  d e s t i n a t i o n  

i n  M arch , 1 8 5 2 , H a r r a s s e d  b y  A p a ch e s , th e  F re n c h  

w ere an n o y ed  by  th e  l a c k  o f  f u r t h e r  

M exican  s u p p o r t . A s  d i s i l l u s i o n e d  m em bers o f  th e

11 R u fu s  Kay W y lly s , The F re n c h  i n  S o n o ra . 
1 8 5 0 -1 8 5 4 : The S to r y  o f  F re n c h  A d v e n tu re r s  from
C a l i f o r n i a  i n t o  M exico (B e rk e le y :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f
C a l i f o r n i a  P r e s s ,  1 9 3 2 ) , p .  7 1 ; L a m b e r t ie ,  Le dram e 
de l a  S o n o ra , p p .  2 0 7 -2 1 0 .

l ^ I b i d . . p .  2 0 9 .

A p p ea l t o  S o n o ra n  g o v ern m en t f o r  h e lp  from  
C h a r le s  de P in d r a y ,  C h ie f  o f  th e  F re n c h  C olony  o f  
C o c o sp e ra , A p r i l  4 ,  1852 , U re s ,  E l  S o n o re n s e , May 14, 
1 8 5 2 , P i n a r t  T r a n s c r i p t s ,  S o n o ra . V, 1 1 . B lan co  
t o  th e  S t a t e  an d  t o  th e  G ov ern o r o f  S o n o ra , A r is p e ,
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e x p e d i t i o n  b eg an  t o  ab an d o n  P in d r a y  and  M ex ico , th e

F re n c h  nob lem an  d e s p a i r i n g l y  w ent t o  U re s ,  m ore th a n

h a l f  th e  way b a c k  to  G uaym as, i n  a  f u t i l e  e f f o r t  t o
14g e t  M exican  a i d  f o r  h i s  f l o u n d e r in g  c o lo n y . On 

h i s  r e t u r n  t r i p  to  C o c o s p e ra , w h i le  sp e n d in g  th e  

n i g h t  a t  Rayon on Ju n e  5 , 1 8 5 2 , P in d r a y  was mys

t e r i o u s l y  s h o t— w h e th e r  by  h i m s e l f ,  by  h i s  d i s g r u n t l e d  

c o m p a tr io t s  o r  b y  d i s a f f e c t e d  M e x ic a n s , i t  i s  n o t

known.

F re n c h  d ip lo m a ts  i n  M exico c l e a r l y  v a c i l l a t e d  

i n  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  o f  P in d r a y .  A ndré ' L e v a s s e u r ,  th e  

F re n c h  M in i s t e r  t o  M ex ico , i n i t i a l l y  e n c o u ra g e d  t h i s  

f i r s t  F re n c h  e x p e d i t i o n .  I n  J a n u a r y ,  1852 , h e  and  

G e n e ra l  M igue l B la n c o , com m andant g e n e r a l  o f  S o n o ra , 

ev en  t a l k e d  o f  e m p lo y in g  P in d r a y  t o  e x p lo r e  th e  

m in e r a l  r e s o u r c e s  o f  t h e i r  m u tu a l i n t e r e s t ,  t h e

May, 1 8 5 2 , E l  S o n o re n s e . Ju n e  1 1 , 1 8 5 2 , i b i d . , V,
2 8 .

55 .
^ ^ S o b a rz o , G ro n ic a  de l a  a v e n tu r a ,  p p .  5 2 -

^ L a c h a p e l l e  b e l i e v e s  b y  one o f  h i s  own m en, 
V ig n eau x  t h in k s  by  M exican  o f f i c i a l s .  S a i n t  Amant 
c o n c lu d e s  th e  d e a th  was a  s u i c i d e ,  a n d  M adelene 
s im p ly  s t a t e s ,  "Un m y s tè r e ."  S ee B a n c r o f t ,  N o r th  
M exican  St a t e s . I I ,  6 7 6 , an d  L a c h a p e l l e ,  R a o u s s e t -  
B o u lb o n . PP. 6 4 -6 5 . f o r  v a r i o u s  t h e o r i e s .
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CompaStiTa R e s ta u r a d o r a  de  l a  rtLna de l a  A r iz o n a .

The f o l lo w in g  m onth  th e  F re n c h  M i n i s t e r  i n d i c a t e d  

t o  J o s e  C a lv o , t h e  F re n c h  v i c e - c o u n s u l  a t  Guaym as, 

t h a t  P in d r a y  c o u ld  h e lp  e x p lo r e  and  t a k e  p o s s e s s io n  

o f  th e  A r iz o n a  m in e . I n  t h i s  F e b ru a ry  l e t t e r  

L e v a s s e u r  in fo rm e d  C alvo  o f  d i s p a t c h e s  h e  h ad  

r e c e i v e d  fro m  P a r i s ,  i n s t r u c t i n g  h im  t o  a t t r a c t  

F renchm en i n  C a l i f o r n i a  t o  S o n o r a . H ow ever, t h i s  

e n th u s ia s m  an d  s u p p o r t  q u ic k ly  w aned a f t e r  th e  

a r r i v a l  i n  M exico C i ty ,  i n  M arch , 1 8 5 2 , o f  P i n d r a y 's  

r i v a l .  C oun t G a s to n  R ao u l de R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n . I n  

A p r i l  L e v a s s e u r  w ro te  C a lvo  t h a t  P i n d r a y ' s r e p u t a t i o n  

was q u e s t io n a b le  and  t h a t  th e  e x p e d i t i o n  was " o n ly  a  

f e e b l e  a d v an c e  g u a rd  . . .  o f  a  c o n s id e r a b le  body  o f  

F re n c h  e m i g r a n t s . "  S w itc h in g  h i s  s u p p o r t  from  

P in d r a y  t o  R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n , h e  u rg e d  t h e  F re n c h

B lan co  to  R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n , S e p te m b e r 2 4 , 
1 8 5 2 , E l S o n o re n s e , O c to b e r  2 2 , 1 8 5 2 , P i n a r t  
T r a n s c r i p t s ,  S o n o ra . V. 9 8 .

^ ^ L e v a s s e u r  to  C a lv o , F e b r u a ry  2 8 , 1 8 5 2 , 
r e p r i n t e d  i n  W y lly s , F re n c h  i n  S o n o ra , A p p en d ix  B, 
p p .  2 4 9 -2 5 0 .
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v ic e - c o tm s u l  t o  do l ik e w is e .^ ®  B la n c o , L e v a s s e u r 's  

m in in g  p a r t n e r  i n  S o n o ra , th e n  w i th h e ld  a d d i t i o n a l  

M exican  s u p p o r t  f o r  th e  s t r u g g l i n g  P in d r a y  g ro u p .

I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  c l a s h  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o F re n c h  c o u n t s ,  

O l iv e r  de L a c h a p e l l e ,  P i n d r a y 's  l i e u t e n a n t  an d  su b 

s e q u e n t  l e a d e r  o f  th e  d w in d lin g  c o l o n i s t s ,  j o in e d  

w i th  P in d r a y  ' s  a n ta g o n i s t ,  R a o u sse t-B o u lb o n , i n  

S e p te m b e r , 1 8 5 2 .

A se c o n d  French e x p e d i t i o n  to  S o n o ra  was 

a r r a n g e d  b y  L e p in e  de S ig o n d is ,  a g e n t  o f  a  com pany 

p ro m o te d  i n  P a r i s  b y  P i e r r e  C h a r le s  de S a in t-A m a n t,  

th e  F re n c h  c o n s u l a r  a g e n t  a t  S a c ra m e n to . L i t t l e

^ ^ L e v a s s e u r  to  C a lv o , A p r i l  1 9 , 1 8 5 2 , 
r e p r i n t e d  i n  i b i d . , p p .  250-255»

19 B la n c o  to  R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n , A r i s p e ,  
S e p tem b er 24-, 1 8 52 , i n  E l  S o n o re n s e . O c to b e r  2 2 ,
1 8 5 2 , P i n a r t  T r a n s c r i p t s ,  S o n o ra .'"V . 9 8 . B lan co  
re m in d e d  R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n  t h a t  h e  w as r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
th e  u n f a v o r a b le  r e p o r t s  c o n c e rn in g  P in d r a y .

20L u is  R edondo , P r e f e c t  o f  G u a d a lu p e , t o  
C u b i l l a s ,  S e p te m b e r  1 8 , 1 8 5 2 , U re s ,  E l  S o n o r e n s e . 
O c to b e r  1 ,  1 8 5 2 , i b i d . , V, 7 1 ; L a c h a p e l l e ,  t e  
com te de R a o u ss e t - B o u lb o n , p .  6 6 . The a u tE o r ,
A l f r e d  L a c l i a p e l le ,  was t h e  b r o t h e r  o f  t h e  l e a d e r ,  
O l i v e r ,  who j o i n e d  R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n  i n  S e p te m b e r , 
1852 .
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i s  known o f  t h i s  F re n c h  m in in g  c o lo n y . I t s  s i x t y

t o  e ig h t y  men l e f t  S an  F r a n c is c o  i n  M arch, 1 8 5 2 ,

th e  same m onth  t h a t  P in d r a y  r e a c h e d  C o c o sp e ra  and

R a o u sse t-B o u lb o n  a r r i v e d  i n  M exico C i ty ,  T . P .

S a in te - M a r ie , l a t e r  F re n c h  v ic e - c o u n s u l  a t  A c a p u lc o ,

commanded t h i s  g ro u p . The c o l o n i s t s  la n d e d  a t

Guaymas on A p r i l  5» b u t  t h e y ,  l i k e  t h e  P in d ra y

f o r c e ,  d w in d le d  and e i t h e r  r e t u r n e d  to  C a l i f o r n i a
21o r  j o in e d  th e  t h i r d  F re n c h  e x p e d i t i o n .

R a o u sse t-B o u lb o n  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  p e r s i s t e n t  

a n d , o r g a n iz in g  th e  t h i r d  F re n c h  g roup  i n  1 8 5 2 , he 

came v e r y  c lo s e  to  c o n q u e r in g  S o n o ra . He h ad  

a r r i v e d  i n  San F r a n c i s c o  on A ugust 2 2 , 1850 .

F a i l i n g  t o  f i n d  w e a l th  t h e r e ,  and  e n c o u ra g e d  by  th e

F re n c h  C o n su l, he l e f t  f o r  M exico l e s s  th a n  e ig h t e e n
22m onths l a t e r .  R a o u sse t-B o u lb o n  d i f f e r e d

21 W y lly s , F re n c h  i n  S o n o ra , p p .  6 4 -5 7 -  
H u b e rt Howe B a n c r o f t .  H i s t o r y  o f  Æ rizo n a  and  New 
M exico (S an  F r a n c i s c o :  ïh e  H is to r y  Company,
P u b l i s h e r s ,  1 8 8 9 ) ,  p .  4 7 6 , n .

22The name o f  th e  f a m i ly  i s  s a i d  t o  have 
b e e n  ch an g ed  i n  1793 fro m  B ourbon to  B o u lb o n , g iv in g  
r i s e  t o  t h e  le g e n d  t h a t  C ount G asto n  was a  n a t u r a l  
son  o f  a  B ourbon p r i n c e .  W y lly s , F re n c h  i n  S o n o ra .
p p .  6 8 , 7 1 .



98

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  from  C h a r le s  de P in d ra y  and  L e p in e  de 

S ig o n d i s .  I n s t e a d  o f  s t r i k i n g  o u t d i r e c t l y  f o r  

S o n o ra , he  f i r s t  s e c u r e d  p o l i t i c a l ,  f i n a n c i a l ,  and  

d ip lo m a t ic  b a c k in g .  L e a v in g  San F r a n c is c o  on 

F e b ru a ry  1 7 , 1 8 5 2 , f o r  M exico C i ty ,  he  s t r a t e g i 

c a l l y  o b ta in e d  p e r m is s io n  and g r a n t s  i n  S o n o ra  from  

th e  c e n t r a l  g o v e rn m e n t. W ith  th e  h e lp  o f  th e  

F re n c h  M i n i s t e r  t o  M exico he r e c e iv e d  a  c o n c e s s io n  

from  P r e s i d e n t  M ariano  A r i s t a  f o r  th e  s i l v e r  m in es 

o f  A r iz o n a , th e  Famous P la n c h a s  de P l a t a  ( o r  B o la s  

de P l a t a ) , l o c a t e d  on th e  n o r th e r n  b o r d e r  o f  

S o n o ra .

R e tu rn in g  to  C a l i f o r n i a ,  R a o u sse t-B o u lb o n  

q u ic k ly  c o l l e c t e d  a b o u t two h u n d re d  F renchm en . 

Warmly w elcom ed a t  Guaymas on June  1 , 1852 , f o u r  

d a y s  b e f o r e  th e  m y s te r io u s  d e a th  o f  P in d r a y ,  he

23
T hese s i l v e r  d e p o s i t s ,  d i s c o v e r e d  a b o u t  

1736 and  c la im e d  by  l o c a l  o f f i c i a l s  f o r  th e  k in g  o f  
S p a in ,  w ere c lo s e d  t o  i n d i v i d u a l  m in e rs  f i v e  y e a r s  
l a t e r  by  a r o y a l  d e c r e e .  B a n c r o f t ,  T exas and  th e  
N o r th  M exican S t a t e s . I I ,  5 2 5 -2 8 ; L a c h a p e l le ,
Le com te de R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n . p .  8 7 ; L a m b e r t ie ,  Le 
dram e de S o n o ra , p u . l 4 - l 7 .



99

24c o n f i d e n t l y  b e g a n  h i s  m arch  n o r th w a rd  t o  th e  m in e s .

H ow ever, c o n f l i c t  soon  becam e e v id e n t  b e tw e e n  th e

c e n t r a l  g o v e rn m en t a t  M exico C i ty  an d  t h e  S o n o ran  
25g o v e rn m e n t. O f f i c i a l s  w ere  r e l u c t a n t  t o  p e rm i t

m ore F renchm en i n t o  t h e i r  s t a t e  u n t i l  th e  q u e s t io n

was r e s o l v e d  a s  t o  w h e th e r  th e  c e n t r a l  o r  l o c a l

g o v e rn m en t h ad  th e  pow er t o  make la n d  a n d  m ine

c o n c e s s io n s .  A n o th e r  c o m p l ic a t in g  f a c t o r  f o r  th e

F re n c h  C ount was B a r ro n , F o r b e s ,  a n d  Company, th e

f i n a n c i a l  r i v a l  o f  R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n ' s s p o n s o r ,  th e

b a n k in g  h o u se  o f  J e c k e r  de l a  T o r r e .  D is tu r b e d  by

t h i s  F re n c h  econom ic  i n v a s i o n ,  E u s ta q u io  B a r ro n ,

B r i t i s h  c o n s u l  a t  M a z a t l ^ ,  an d  W ill ia m  F o r b e s ,

B r i t i s h  c o u n s u l  a t  T e p ic ,  b e g a n  p r e s s u r i n g  S o n o ran
27o f f i c i a l s  t o  o p p o se  th e  J e c k e r  e n t e r p r i s e .  '

?4E l  S o n o re n s e . June  2 5 , 1 8 5 2 , P i n a r t  T ran 
s c r i p t s ,  S o n o ra , V, p p . 5 1 -5 5 .

^ ^ E l S o n o re n s e , S e p tem b er 2 4 , 1 8 5 2 , i b i d . .
V, p p . 67 - 6 9 ; F e rn an d o  C u b i l l a s ,  G o v e rn o r o f  S o n o ra , 
to  th e  S t a t e  C o n g re ss  o f  S o n o ra , U r e s ,  S e p tem b er 2 5 , 
I 8 5 2 , E l S o n o re n s e . O c to b e r  1 , 1 8 5 2 , i b i d . . p p .  7 2 -
7 8 .

A n n u a ire  d e s  Deux M ondes4 1 8 5 2 , p p . 716-717« 

^ ^ W y lly s , F re n c h  i n  S o n o ra , p .  7 7 .
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W hile  R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n  h a d  l i t t l e  c o n t r o l  o v e r  

th e s e  p o l i t i c a l  and  f i n a n c i a l  c o m p l e x i t i e s ,  he 

i n d i s c r e e t l y  f l a u n t e d  th e  m i l i t a r y  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  h i s  

e x p e d i t i o n .  A v e t e r a n  o f  th e  A lg e r i a n  w a r s ,  t h e  

C ount m arched  n o r t h  t o  th e  m ines w i th  h i s  sw ord  

d raw n , l e a d in g  th e  F re n c h  colum n a r r a y e d  i n  f u l l  

m i l i t a r y  f o r m a t io n ,  c o m p le te  w ith  f i x e d  b a y o n e ts  

and  a r t i l l e r y  i n  th e  v a n . W ith  m ore d i s p l a y  th a n  

a p p e a re d  n e c e s s a r y  t o  c o n f r o n t  A p a ch e s , t h i s  t h i r d  

F re n c h  g ro u p  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i s q u i e t e d  S o n o ran  

o f f i c i a l s

C o m p lic a te d  d i s p u t e s  w i th  M exican  o f f i c i a l s

e n s u e d . The F re n c h  M in i s t e r  to  M exico e a r n e s t l y

a p p e a le d  to  b o th  B lan co  and  C a lv o , and  th e n  he

p e rs u a d e d  P r e s i d e n t  A r i s t a  t o  i n t e r v e n e  i n  R a o u s s e t -

B oulbon  ' s  b e h a l f  The F re n c h  C o u n t, h o w e v e r,
50becam e e x a s p e r a t e d  w i th  th e  d e la y s .-^  I n  O c to b e r ,

^^ Ib id . , p . 92 .

^ ^ M ad e le n e , Le com te G asto n  de R a o u s s e t -  
B o u lb o n , p p .  9 9 -1 0 0 ; L a m b e r t ie . Le dram e de S o n o ra , 
pp. 76-77 .

^ ^ F o r s y m p a th e t ic  v ie w , se e  G o n z a le z , P r e f e c t ,  
t o  C oun t R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n , San I g n a c i o ,  S e p tem b er 3 0 , 
18 5 2 , E l S o n o re n s e ,  O c to b e r  8 ,  1 8 5 2 , P i n a r t
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1852 , th e  same m onth  t h a t  th e  P r i n c e - P r e s i d e n t  o f  

F ra n c e  a s s n r i n g l y  s t a t e d ,  "The E m pire  m eans p e a c e ,"  

R a o u sse t-B o u lb o n  p ro c la im e d  " L ib e r ty  t o  S o n o ra ,"  

i n s c r i b e d  on a  t r i - c o l o r  b a n n e r ,  a n d  p ro c e e d e d  to  

engage th e  M ex ican s i n  b a t t l e ,  s h o u t in g ,  "En a v a n t!  

V ive l a  F ra n c e  I T h e  s t a r t l e d  S o n o ra n s  y i e l d e d ,  

and  th e  F re n c h  f o r c e  o f  two h u n d re d  men s u c c e s s f u l l y

o c c u p ie d  H e r m o s i l lo ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  tow n i n  S o n o ra  w i th
32

a p o p u la t i o n  o f  a b o u t  tw e lv e  th o u s a n d .  R a o u s s e t -  

B oulbon becam e in c o n v e n ie n t ly  an d  s e r i o u s l y  i l l  a n d , 

w i th in  f i v e  m on ths a f t e r  a r r i v i n g  i n  S o n o ra , th e  

F re n c h  f o r c e  r e t r e a t e d . ^5 R e tu r n in g  t o  San

T r a n s c r i p t s ,  S o n o ra , V, p p . 7 8 -8 0 . F o r  dem ands, 
se e  A c t in g  G o v e rn o r C u b i l l a s  t o  R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n ,
U re s , O c to b e r  2 ,  1 8 5 2 , E l  S o n o re n s e . O c to b e r  15» 1 8 5 2 , 
i b i d . ,  p p .  84—9 5 .

^ ^ M ad e len e , Le com te G a s to n  de R a o u s s e t -  
B o u lb o n , p p . 9 3 , 9 6 , 9 9 -1 0 0 ; L a m b e r t ie ,  Le dram e 
de S o n o ra , p p .  7 2 -7 ^ ;  76-77»

^^M anuel M arfa  G à a d a r a . c e n t r a l i s t  g o v e rn o r  
o f  S o n o ra , t o  m i n i s t e r  o f  w a r , U r e s ,  O c to b e r  2 6 ,
1853 , E l N a c io n a l , M arch 1 7 , P i n a r t  T r a n s c r i p t s , 
S o n o ra , V, 2 o 6 ; U re s ,  La Voz d e l  P u e b lo ,  November 2 4 . 
1652 , i b i d . , V, 103 -lO T :

^^B lan co  to  G o verno r o f  S o n o ra , Guaym as, 
November 5» 1 8 5 2 , E l  S o n o re n s e , Novem ber 1 2 , 1852 , 
P i n a r t  T r a n s c r i p t s ,  6 o n o ra , v 7  1 1 4 . R a o u sse t-B o u lb o n  
O c to b e r  1 8 5 2 , a s k in g  f o r  i n t e r v i e w  w ith  C alvo



102

F r a n c i s c o  i n  N ovem ber, 1852 , th e y  w ere l a t e r  f e t e d  a s  

h e ro e s  i n  F r a n c e .

D u rin g  R a o u s s e t -B o u lb o n 's  s h o r t  t im e  i n  

S o n o ra , h e  d id  n o t  n e g l e c t  th e  s i l v e r  m in e s . S ix 

t e e n  d ay s  a f t e r  th e  se co n d  F re n c h  E m pire was 

f o r m a l ly  d e c r e e d  on Decem ber 2 , 1852 , a  r i c h  sp ec im en  

o f  s i l v e r  from  th e  A r iz o n a  mine was shown to  th e  

e d i t o r  o f  th e  F re n c h  n ew sp ap er i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  th e  

Echo du P a c i f i q u e . L au d in g  th e  p u r i t y  o f  t h e  s i l v e r  

and  th e  w e a l th  o f  o t h e r  n e g le c t e d  m in e s , th e  e d i t o r  

e x u l t e d ,  "The F re n c h  e x p e d i t i o n  . . . h a s  s e r v e d  t o
55v e r i f y  th e  o p in io n  o f  t h e  immense w e a l th  o f  S o n o ra .

and  B la n c o , E l  S o n o re n s e , November 1 2 , 1 8 5 2 , i b i d . ,
V, 1 1 0 -1 1 1 ; B lan co  t o  R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n , O c to b e r  ^ 0 ,  
18 5 2 , i n c l u d e s  te rm s  f o r  F re n c h  c a p i t u l a t i o n ,  i b i d . . 
V, 1 1 1 -1 2 ; C a p i t u l a t i o n  o f  C ount G a sto n  de R a o u s s e t -  
B o u lb o n , Guaym as, November 4 ,  1852 , E l S o n o re n s e , 
November 1 9 , 1 8 5 2 , i b i d . , V, 1 1 6 -1 1 9 :

^ ^ R a o u ss e t-B o u lb o n  was p e r m i t t e d  t o  r e m a in  i n  
M exico u n t i l  e a r l y  S p r in g  o f  1855 when he  r e g a in e d  
h i s  h e a l t h .  W y lly s , F re n c h  i n  S o n o ra , p .  1 3 2 . La 
Voz d e l  Pue^blo, c r i t i c a l  o f  th e  l e n i e n t  t r e a t m e n t "  
g iv e n  th e  F re n c h , c o n s e r v a t iv e ly  e s t im a te d  t h a t  th e  
above e v e n ts  w ould  " f i l l  one o r  m ore p a g e s  i n  th e  
w o r l d 's  h i s t o r y . "  U re s ,  La Voz d e l  P u e b lo , November 
2 4 , 1852 , P i n a r t  T r a n s c r i p t s .  È o n o ra , V, l l9 A .  F o r 
F re n c h  e v a l u a t i o n ,  se e  A n n u a ire  d e s  Deux M ondes,
1 8 5 2 , p .  7 1 9 .

^ ^ W y lly s , F re n c h  i n  S o n o ra , p .  1 4 1 , c i t i n g  
th e  D a i ly  A l t a  C a l i f o r n i a , December 1 8 , 1852 ;
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T h i s ' r e p o r t  i n t r i g u e d  th e  F re n c h  g o v e rn m e n t, a s  th e

s c a r c i t y  o f  s i l v e r  h a d  "become p ro n o u n c e d : i n  1852 ,

f o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e  s in c e  th e  R e s t o r a t i o n ,  F ra n c e  h ad
56e x p o r te d  m ore s i l v e r  th a n  th e y  h a d  im p o r te d .^

R a o u s s e t - B o u lb o n 's  d ra m a tic  a c t i o n s  i n  S o n o ra  

s t im u la te d  d i s c u s s i o n  i n  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  S e n a te .  

M ic h ig a n 's  S e n a to r  L ew is C ass a l l e g e d  t h a t  th e  

e x p e d i t i o n  h a d  b e e n  d i r e c t e d  to  a c q u i r e  S o n o ra  f o r  

F r a n c e .  A s tu t e ly  n o t in g  D o m m artin 's  a d v o ca cy  o f  

F re n c h  c o l o n i z a t i o n  o f  S o n o ra , w i th  th e  a i d  o f  t h e  

F re n c h  M i n i s t e r  t o  M ex ico , C ass c o r r e l a t e d  t h i s  w i th  

th e  A n n u a ire  d e s  Deux M ondes' com m endation  o f  

L e v a s s e u r ' s  r e c e n t  e f f o r t s .

I t  i s  i n  1853 t h a t  c o n t in u e d  a i d  to  

R a o u sse t-B o u lb o n  from  th e  F re n c h  M i n i s t e r  t o  M exico 

becam e s i g n i f i c a n t .  L e v a s s e u r  h a d  tw ic e  o b ta in e d  

P r e s i d e n t  A r i s t a ' s  s u p p o r t  f o r  h i s  p r o te g e  b e f o r e

L a c h a p e l le ,  Le com te de R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n . p .  1 4 5 .

^^ E n q u ê te  s u r  l e s  p r i n c i p e s  e t  l e s  f a i t s  
g é n é ra u x  r é g i s s e n t  l a  c i r c u l a t i o n  m o n é ta ir e  
e t  f i d u c i a i r e , v l .  p p .  5 5 4 -5 5 6 . See above p .  6 0 .

S . C o n g re s s , C o n g re s s io n a l  G lo b e , 52d 
C o n g ., 2d  s e s s . .  V o l. XXVI, A p p en d ix , p .
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%Q
h i s  a g g r e s s iv e n e s s  was d i s c e r n a b l e .  A f t e r  th e  

F re n c h  o c c u p a t io n  o f  H e rm o s i l lo  i n  O c to b e r ,  1852 , 

M exicans i n  b o th  S o n o ra  and M exico C i ty  w ere 

o b v io u s ly  and  j u s t i f i a b l y  u p s e t .  The i n s u r g e n t  

c o u ld  e a s i l y  h av e  b e e n  d isa v o w e d , d is m is s e d  a s  an  

im p e tu o u s  an d  i n c o r r i g i b l e  a d v e n t u r e r .  H ow ever, 

L e v a s s e u r  a g a in  u r g e d  R a o u sse t-B o u lb o n  to  r e t u r n  

t o  M exico C i ty ,  and  he  i n t r o d u c e d  him  t o  y e t  a n o th e r  

M exican p r e s i d e n t ,  A n to n io  L dpez de S a n ta  A nna, who 

to o k  o f f i c e  i n  M arch , 1853 , two m on ths a f t e r  A r i s t a ' s  

r e s i g n a t i o n . ^ ^

R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n  m et w i th  S a n ta  Anna i n  

J u n e , 1 8 5 3 .^ ^  A lth o u g h  th e  M exican  p r e s i d e n t  was

^ L a m b e r t i e ,  Le dram e de S o n o ra , p p . 1 2 -1 7 , 
7 6 -7 7 ; L a c h a p e l l e ,  Le com te de R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n , 
p p . 8 7 , 9 1 -9 8 ;  W y lly s . F re n c h  i n  S o n o ra . p p . 7 2 . 
2 5 6 -2 5 7 ; M ad e le n e , Le com te G asto n  de b a o u s s e t -  
B o u lb o n . p .  6 5 .

^ ^ W y lly s , F re n c h  i n  S o n o ra , p .  1 4 8 , c i t i n g  
F re n c h  M in i s t e r  t o  S a in te - M a i r e ,  F re n c h  v i c e - c o n s u l  
i n  A c a p u lc o , M ex ico , A p r i l  8 ,  1853 ; F re n c h  M in i s t e r  
t o  D i l l o n ,  M ex ico , A p r i l  6 ,  1 8 5 3 .

^ ^ H y p o li te  C oppey, E l Conde R a o u sse t-B o u lb o n  
en  S o n o ra , t r a n s .  by  A lb e r to  C u b i l l a s  (M e x ico , D .F .;  
L i b r e r i a  de M anuel P o r r u a ,  S .A . ,  1 8 6 2 ) , p .  3 8 ; 
L a c h a p e l l e ,  Le com te de R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n , p .  143 ; 
M ad e len e , Le com te G a sto n  d e jR a o u s s e t -E ô u lb o n , 
p .  111 ; L a m b e r t i e . Le dram e de S o n o ra , p .  ^ 9 .
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c o r d i a l  and  i n t e r e s t e d ,  th e  two m en, a d m ira b le  

a d v e r s a r i e s ,  came t o  an  im p a sse  o v e r  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  

th e  m i n e s . A g a i n  d i s g u s t e d  w i th  M exican  p o l i t i 

c i a n s ,  R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n  r e t u r n e d  t o  S an  F r a n c is c o  

i n  D ecem ber, 1 8 5 5 , th e  same m onth  t h a t  th e  s ig n in g  

o f  th e  G adsden  T r e a ty  a l l o t t e d  e v e n  m ore M exican  

t e r r i t o r y  t o  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s .  T h ro u g h o u t th e  

f i r s t  m on ths o f  1 8 5 4 , a s  F ra n c e  w as p le d g in g  to  

g u a ra n te e  O ttom an i n t e g r i t y  a n d  in d e p e n d e n c e  from  

R u s s ia n  d o m in a t io n ,  R a o u sse t-B o u lb o n  r e c r u i t e d  

E u ro p e a n s  t o  t a k e  S o n o ra  b y  f o r c e .

He r a n  i n t o  u n e x p e c te d  o p p o s i t i o n  i n  

C a l i f o r n i a .  As th e  F re n c h  C ount a r r i v e d  i n  S an  

F r a n c is c o  a f t e r  h i s  u n p r o d u c t iv e  t a l k s  w i th  

P r e s i d e n t  S a n ta  A nna, M ajo r G e n e ra l  Jo h n  E . Wool 

becam e comm ander o f  th e  P a c i f i c  d i v i s i o n  o f  th e

R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n  to  S a n ta  A nna, M ex ico ,
J u l y  2 1 , 1 8 5 3 , c i t e d  b y  W y lly s , F re n c h  i n  S o n o ra , 
p .  1 5 0 .

42 As th e  F re n c h  c o u n t made p r e p a r a t i o n s  t o  
l e a v e  San F r a n c i s c o , M exico C i ty  n e w sp a p e rs  pub 
l i s h e d  h i s  i n t e r c e p t e d  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  w h i le  M anuel 
M a ria  G ëm dara, g o v e rn o r  o f  S o n o ra , h e a t e d l y  r e f e r r e d  
t o  R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n  a s  " th e  F re n c h  c a b e c i l l a . " U r e s ,  
E l N a c io n a l ,  M arch 1 7 , 1 8 5 4 , P i n a r t  T r a n s c r i p t s , 
S o n o ra . V, 2 2 6 , L a m b e r t ie ,  Le dram e de S o n o ra , p .  88 ,
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U n ite d  S t a t e s  a rm y .^ ^  Even b e f o r e  l e a v in g  th e  E a s t  

f o r  h i s  new p o s t  he  h a d  a sk e d  f o r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  co n 

c e r n in g  f i l i b u s t e r i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  U n e q u iv o c a b ly  

i n s t r u c t e d  to  d e t e r  su c h  e x p e d i t i o n s ,  Wool to o k  h i s
h h

a s s ig n m e n t s e r i o u s l y .  A r r iv in g  i n  San  F r a n c i s c o  

on F e b ru a ry  1 4 , 1 8 5 4 , h i s  f i r s t  d i s p a t c h  c o n c e rn e d  

f i l i b u s t e r s . ^ ^  W ith in  two w eeks he  r e p o r t e d ,  " I  am 

i n  h o p e s  t o  be  a b le  t o  a r r e s t  R a o u s s e t ,  a n d  p r e v e n t  

him  from  h i s  l a w le s s  p u r p o s e . A l t h o u g h  Wool 

f a i l e d  t o  s to p  th e  re n e w e d  F re n c h  e x p e d i t i o n  t h a t  

l e f t  San F r a n c i s c o  f o r  Guaymas on A p r i l  1 ,  h i s  

s u c c e s s f u l  h a ra s s m e n t  o f  R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n  in c o n 

v e n i e n t l y ,  and  p e rh a p s  f a t a l l y ,  d e la y e d  h i s  d e p a r tu r e  

f o r  se v e n  w e ek s .

^Wool to  J e f f e r s o n  D a v is ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  W ar, 
Decem ber 2 6 , 1 8 5 3 , U . S . ,  C o n g re s s , S e n a te . E x . Doc. 
1 6 , 53d C o n g ., 2d  s e s s . .  V o l. V I, p p .  3 - 4 .

44Wool t o  D a v is ,  J a n u a ry  1 0 , 1854 ; D av is  to  
W ool, J a n u a r y  1 2 , 1 8 5 4 , i b i d . ,  p .  7-

^^W ool t o  M ajo r G e n e ra l  W in f ie ld  S c o t t ,  
Commanding U . S .  Army, New Y o rk , F e b ru a r y  1 4 , 1854 , 
i b i d . , p p .  9 -1 0 .

46Wool t o  L ie u te n a n t  C o lo n e l L . Thom as, 
A s s i s t a n t  A d ju ta n t  G e n e r a l , H e a d q u a r te r s  o f  th e  Army, 
New Y o rk , F e b ru a ry  2 8 , 1 8 5 4 , U. S . ,  C o n g re s s , House « 
E x e c u tiv e  Docum ent No. 8 8 . 35* C o n g ., 1 s t  s e s s . ,  p .  9*
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On A p r i l  2 0 ,  th e  f i r s t  sh ip lo a d ^  o f  4 80  menj 

a r r i v e d  a t  G uaym as. H av in g  o n ly  h a l f  t h a t  num ber 

t o  d e fe n d  th e  p o r t  c i t y ,  S o n o r a 's  comm andant 

g e n e r a l ,  Jo se  M arfa  Y an ez , was u n d e r s ta n d a b ly  

n e rv o u s ;  he  h e l p l e s s l y  w a tc h e d  th e  arm ed m en, m ost 

o f  whom had  s e rv e d  u n d e r  th e  F re n c h  f l a g ,  d i s 

em b ark . I n  San F r a n c i s c o ,  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  

c o n t in g e n t  was p r e p a r i n g  to  em bark f o r  S o n o ra , 

s u p p o s e d ly  f o r  p r e c i o u s  m e ta ls^ ®  b u t ,  a c t u a l l y ,  Y anez 

f e a r e d ,  f o r  S o n o ra  i t s e l f .  T h is  d a n g e r  o f  r e i n 

fo rc e m e n ts  a la rm e d  b o th  M exican and  U n ite d  S t a t e s  

a u t h o r i t i e s . ^ ^

R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n , d e ta in e d  i n  San F r a n c i s c o ,  

d id  n o t  le a v e  u n t i l  May 23 on th e  s m a ll  and  m is 

named sc h o o n e r  B e l l e ,  c a r r y i n g  e i g h t  men, 180 r i f l e s

^ F o r a  d r a m a tic  p o r t r a y a l  o f  Y ^ e z ' p ro b le m s , 
s e e  U re s ,  E l N a c io n a l . A u g u s t 4 ,  1 8 5 4 , P i n a r t  T ran 
s c r i p t s . S o n o ra , V, 2 3 0 -2 3 4 .

^®Wool t o  Thom as, Ju n e  1 4 , 1 8 5 4 , U. S . ,  
C o n g re s s . S e n a te .  E x . Doc. 1 6 . 33d C o n g .. 2d  s e s s . .  
V o l. V I, p p .  7 4 -7 5 .

Jam es G ad sd en , U. S . L e g a t io n ,  M ex ico , 
t o  W ool, A u g u st 2 ,  1 8 54 , i b i d . . p .  1 0 7 .
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a n d  an  a s s o r tm e n t  o f  a m m u n i t i o n . W r i t i n g  to  b o th

D i l lo n  an d  L e v a s s e u r  t h a t  he  was g o in g  b a c k  t o  o b t a in

free d o m  f o r  S o n o ra , t h e  i r r e p r e s s i b l e  F re n c h  C ount

a r r i v e d  i n  Guaymas a ro u n d  th e  f i r s t  o f  J u l y .^ ^

R e lu c ta n t  t o  d i s p l a y  f e a r  i n  f r o n t  o f  th e  Frenchm en

who b o l d ly  d r i l l e d  d a i l y  j u s t  o u t s i d e  o f  Guaym as,

Y anez u r g e n t l y  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  h i s  a p p e a ls  f o r  h e lp

from  M exico C i ty  be k e p t  s e c r e t .  A p p re h e n s iv e  a b o u t

b o th  t h e  n u m e r ic a l  s u p e r i o r i t y  o f  th e  i n v a d e r s ,  a s

w e l l  a s  th e  f e a r e d  r e t a l i a t i o n  o f  N ap o leo n  I I I  i f

F re n c h  c i t i z e n s  w ere  a t t a c k e d ,  th e  M ex icans h e s i t a t e d

t o  p ro v o k e  an  i n c i d e n t .  F ig h t i n g  b e g a n , h o w e v e r, on

J u l y  1 5 , s h o r t l y  a f t e r  R a o u s s e t - B o u lb o n 's  a r r i v a l ,
52a n d  th e  F re n c h  w ere  s u r p r i s i n g l y  d e f e a t e d .^  A m onth

^ ^ L a c h a p e l le ,  Le com te de R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n ,
p p .  171 - 1 7 7 .

^ ^ I b i d . , p p . 175 - 1 7 6 ; W y lly s , F re n c h  i n  
S o n o ra , p .  1 ^ 2 , c i t i n g  th e  D a ily  A l t a  C a l i f o r n i a , 
S ep tem b er 2 4 , 1854 .

5^E1 N a c io n a l , J u l y  15» 1 8 5 4 , P i n a r t  (Tran
s c r i p t s ,  S o n o ra , V, 2 5 6 -2 4 0  ; M exico C i ty ,  ï n t e e r i d a d  
N a c io n a l , i b i d 7, p .  541 ; Y anez t o  M i n i s t e r  o t  w a r, 
J u l y  5Ô, 1 8 5 4 , U re s ,  E l N a c io n a l ,  A u g u st 2 5 , 1 8 5 4 , 
i b i d . , 2 4 1 -2 4 6 .
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l a t e r ,  on A u g u s t 1 1 , 1 8 5 4 , th e  M ex icans e x e c u te d  

R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n , who h ad  p h i l o s o p h i c a l l y  e x p r e s s e d  

h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  he w as a lw ay s  e i t h e r  " to o  e a r l y  o r  

to o  l a t e , "  a s  a  c o n s p ir a to r .- ^ '^

The d i f f e r e n c e  b e tw e e n  a  h e ro  and  a  v i s i o n a r y  

i s  o f t e n  s u c c e s s  o r  f a i l u r e . In  t h e  1 8 3 0 ' s  Sam 

H o u sto n  h a d  d e ta c h e d  T exas from  M e x ic o 's  n o r t h e a s t e r n  

f r o n t i e r  and  i n  th e  1 8 4 0 's Jo h n  C. F rem o n t h ad  d i s 

en g ag e d  C a l i f o r n i a  fro m  M e x ic o 's  n o r th w e s te r n  

t e r r i t o r y .  B o th  men w ere  a c c la im e d  a s  d a r i n g  h e r o e s .  

In  th e  1 8 5 0 ' s  s i x  e x p e d i t i o n s ,  t h r e e  o f  them  a s s o c i 

a t e d  w i th  F r a n c e ,  a t te m p te d  i n  v a r i o u s  d e g re e s  t o  

w r e s t  S o n o ra  from  M ex ico . I t  i s  th r o u g h  R a o u s s e t -  

B oulbon  t h a t  a  l i n k  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b e tw e e n  a  re m o te  

s p o t  i n  M exico an d  J .  B. J e c k e r ,  t h e  e x p e d i t i o n 's  

f i n a n c i e r  an d  th e  p r e t e x t  f o r  F re n c h  i n t e r v e n t i o n  

i n  M exico t e n  y e a r s  l a t e r .

^ ^ N ic e to  de Z am ac o is , H i s t o r i a  de M ^.jico 
d e sd e  su s  t ie m p o s  mas re m o to s  h a s t a  n u e s t r o s  d i a s  
(1 8  v o l s . ;  M éx ico , i) . F . an d  B a rc e lo n a ,  [ 1 8 8 0 -1 8 ^ 2 ] ) ,  
X I I ,  789 ; B a n c r o f t ,  N o r th  M exican  S t a t e s . I I ,  5 9 0 ; 
G e n e ra l  Y anez i n  c i r c u l a r  o f  A ugust 1%  t o  P r e f e c t s ,  
U re s ,  E l N a c io n a l , A ugust 1 8 , 1854 , P i n a r t  T ra n 
s c r i p t s .  S o n o ra , V. 2 4 8 ; E l  N a c io n a l , S e p tem b er 1 ,  
1 6 5 4 , i n  i b i d . 7 p p . 2 4 9 -2 ^ 0 •  l a c h a p e l l e , Le com te 
de R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n . p .  3 .
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R a o u s s e t - B o u lb o n 's o b j e c t i v e s  i n  M exico h av e  

p u z z le d  s c h o l a r s  from  M ex ico , th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s ,  and  

F r a n c e .  He h a d  made tw o t r i p s  t o  M exico  C i ty  and  he 

had  le d  two e x p e d i t i o n s  t o  S o n o ra , O s t e n s i b l y ,  h i s  

p u rp o se  was to  r e a c t i v a t e  S o n o r a 's  m in e s .  F o r t h i s  

p r i v i l e g e  he  was t o  e n c o u ra g e  E u ro p e a n  c o lo n i z a 

t i o n ,  b e n e f i t t i n g  M exico b y  r e p u l s i n g  b o th  A paches 

an d  A n g lo -A m e ric a n s . I t  seem ed a  r a t h e r  s im p le  

a g re e m e n t t h a t  w ou ld  p r o f i t  b o th  p a r t i e s .  B ut n e i t h e r  

th e  F re n c h  c o u n t  n o r  t h e  M exican  a u t h o r i t i e s  t r u s t e d  

e a c h  o t h e r ,  a n d  t h e i r  j u s t i f i e d  s u s p i c i o n s  l e d  to  

a n im o s i ty  and  h o s t i l i t y .  W hile  R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n  

d id  n o t  f o r t h r i g h t l y  c la im  th e  F re n c h  g o v e rn m e n t 's  

o f f i c i a l  s u p p o r t ,  t h e r e  i s  o f t e n  th e  im p l ie d  h i n t

t h a t  he w as f u l f i l l i n g  an  i m p o r t a n t ,  an d  a s s ig n e d ,  

m is s io n .  H is  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  i n t e r c e p t e d  i n  J a n u a r y ,  

1854 , a t  M a z a t l ^ ,  i n c lu d e d  an  i n t r i g u i n g  l e t t e r  t o  

a  F re n c h  s e a  c a p t a i n  i n  S in a lo a  nam ed S a l a r .  

I n s t r u c t i n g  him  to  d i s s u a d e  M ex icans fro m  f e e l i n g  l i k e  

d u p es  o f  F re n c h  sc h e m e s , R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n  w r o te ,

"The end  d o e s  n o t  v a r y ,  i t  r e m a in s  th e  sam e; th e  

m eans ch an g e  w i th  th e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s .  . . .  I n  a  

w ord , b y  a l l  m eans p o s s i b l e ,  a t  w h a te v e r  p r i c e  . . . 

s e e  t o  i t  t h a t  I  c a n  g e t  on M exican  s o i l .  The r e s t
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w i l l  ta k e  c a r e  o f  i t s e l f , T h e  M exican  M i n i s t e r  

o f  w a r , S a n t ia g o  B la n c o , b e l i e v e d  t h a t  R a o u s s e t -  

B oulbon  ' s  se c o n d  t r i p  t o  S o n o ra  was an  a t t e m p t  t o  

o v e r th ro w  th e  a u t h o r i t i e s  t h e r e  and  th e n  t o  c la im  

F re n c h  p r o t e c t i o n  on th e  b a s i s  o f  i n n o c e n t ly  

d e fe n d in g  h i m s e l f .  As s k e p t i c a l  a s  B lan co  o f  

R a o u s s e t - B o u lb o n 's  o b j e c t i v e s ,  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  

c o n s u l  i n  Guaym as, M ajor R ic h a rd  Roman, h ad  

i n s t r u c t i o n s  to  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  th e  e3q>ected a n n e x a 

t i o n  o f  S o n o ra  b y  P ra n c e  and  t o  t h r e a t e n  U n ite d  

S t a t e s  i n t e r v e n t i o n . ^ ^

A lth o u g h  a l l e g a t i o n s  w ere  made i n  th e  U n i te d  

S t a t e s  C o n g re ss  t h a t  R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n  was an  a g e n t  

o f  N apoleon ,5G i t  i s  r i s k y  t o  c la im  a  d i r e c t  

c o n n e c t io n ,  a  t y p i c a l  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  S econd  E m pire  

s t u d i e s .  I t  i s  on a  s e c o n d a ry  l e v e l ,  s u p p o r t  fro m

54^ R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n  t o  S a l a r ,  u n d a te d ,  b u t  co n 
t e x t  o f  th e  l e t t e r  i n d i c a t e s  i t  was w r i t t e n  i n  th e  
l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  1 8 5 5 . R e p r in te d  i n  W y lly s , F re n c h  i n  
S o n o ra , A ppend ix  C, p p .  275-79»

^ ^ B lan co  t o  Y a n az , M ex ico , A u g u st 8 ,  1854; 
s t a te m e n t  o f  Ju a n  A. R o b in so n , Roman’ s p r e d e c e s s o r  a s  
U n i te d  S t a t e s  c o n s u l  a t  G uaym as, Ju a n  A. R o b in so n  MSS; 
b o th  c i t e d  by  i b i d . « p p .  2 1 5 , 2 2 0 .

S . ,  C o n g re s s ,  C o n g r e s s io n a l  G lo b e , 52d 
C o n g ., 2 d  s e s s . .  V o l. XXVI. A p p e n d ix , p .  9 2 . I b i d . .
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b o th  th e  F re n c h  c o n s u l  i n  San F r a n c is c o  and  th e  

F re n c h  M in i s t e r  to  M ex ico , t h a t  a i d  from  F ra n c e  i s  

m ore e v i d e n t .  D i l lo n  f u r n i s h e d  R a o u sse t-B o u lb o n  

w ith  l e t t e r s  o f  re c o m m e n d a tio n s  t o  L e v a s s e u r ,  

h e lp e d  r e c r u i t  F renchm en  f o r  S o n o ra , and  in te r v e n e d  

f o r  them  i n  May, 1 8 5 2 , when U n ite d  S t a t e s  cu sto m s 

o f f i c i a l s  opp o sed  th e  e x p o r t i n g  o f  w e a p o n s .^7 

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  th e  c a p tu r e  o f  S o n o r a 's  l a r g e s t  tow n 

R a o u sse t-B o u lb o n  in fo rm e d  D i l l o n ,  "What h a s  b e e n  

done may be  o f  g r e a t  c o n se q u e n c e  t o  F ra n c e  and  t h e r e  

sh o u ld  be n e i t h e r  n e g o t i a t i o n s ,  h e s i t a t i o n ,  d i p l o 

macy n o r  i d l e  w o rd s . What i s  n e e d e d  i s  a c t i o n — an d  

t h a t  m ust be e n e r g e t i c  an d  s w i f t . I n s t e a d  o f  

te m p e r in g  h i s  f e l lo w  c o u n try m a n , D i l lo n  u rg e d  him  t o

37® C o n g ., 3d s e s s . .  A p p e n d ix , p p . 9 4 -1 0 0 . W y lly s ,
F re n c h  i n  S o n o ra , p .  2 2 6 .

^^M ad e len e , Le com te G a s to n  de R a o u s s e t -  
B o u lb o n , p p .  6 4 -7 0 ; L a m p e r t ie .  Le dram e de S o n o ra , 
p .  1 6 .

^ ^ R a o u ss e t-B o u lb o n  t o  D i l l o n ,  u n d a te d ,  
r e p r i n t e d  i n  S o u l i e ,  W olf Cub, p p .  1 6 8 -7 0 . The 
c o n te x t  o f  th e  l e t t e r  p l a c e s  i t  b e tw ee n  O c to b e r  14 àn d  2 4 , 
1 8 5 2 , th e  p e r i o d  o f  t im e  h e  w as a t  H e rm o s i l lo . .
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p r e p a r e  more th o r o u g h ly  f o r  y e t  a n o th e r  e x p e d i t io n  

to  S o n o ra .

The F re n c h  M in is te r  t o  M exico a l s o  s u p p o r te d  

th e  C o u n t. When R a o u sse t-B o u lb o n  made h i s  f i r s t  

t r i p  t o  M exico C ity , i n  l a t e  F e b r u a r y ,  1852 ,

L e v a s s e u r  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  w elcom ed h im . O pening 

d o o rs  t o  i n f l u e n t i a l  p e r s o n s ,  th e  F re n c h  M in is te r  

recom m ended him  to  P r e s i d e n t  A r i s t a  an d  to  th e  

b a n k in g  h o u se  o f  J e c k e r  de l a  T o r r e ,  a n d  Company, 

th e  f i n a n c i e r  o f  th e  Com pania R e s ta u r a d o r a  de l a  

M ina de l a  A r i z o n a . A n  u n s ig n e d  l e t t e r  to  

R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n , d a te d  S ep tem ber 8 ,  1 8 5 2 , m e n tio n e d  

th e  "many f a v o r s "  t h a t  L e v a s se u r  h a d  done f o r  h im .^ ^  

A lth o u g h  S o n o ra n s  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  "some h i 0 i - t o n e d  

p e r s o n s "  w ere  i n v o lv e d ,  E l S o n o re n se  s t a t e d ,

^ ^ D il lo n  t o  C a lv o , San F r a n c i s c o ,  May 4-, 
1 8 5 5 ,^ r e p r i n t e d  i n  S o u l i e ,  W olf Cub, p .  177 ; 
M ad e len e , Le com te G a s to n  de É a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n . p .  
105; L a m b e r t ie .  l e  dram e de h o n o ra , p p .  8 5 . 9 7 .

^ ^ L a c h a p e l le ,  Le com te de R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n . 
p .  8 7 ; L a m b e r t ie ,  Le drame de S o n o ra , p p . l 4 - l ÿ .

^ ^ U re s , E l S o n o re n s e . S ep tem b er 2 4 , 1852 , 
P i n a r t  T r a n s c r i p t s ,  h o n o ra . V. 6 4 .
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" S o n o ra n s  w i l l  n o t  a llo w  th e m s e lv e s  t o  be  e a s i l y  

s u b ju g a te d ."  The commandant g e n e r a l  o f  S o n o ra  

e m p h a t i c a l ly  r e l a t e d  b o th  th e  s u p p o r t  an d  L e v a s s e u r 's  

s ta te m e n t  t h a t  i t  w ould  be  "a  h ap p y  e v e n t"  i f  

R a o u sse t-B o u lb o n  commanded t e n  th o u s a n d  men i n  

S o n o ra  i n s t e a d  o f  a  m ere two h u n d r e d . I n  

L e v a s s e u r 's  c o r re s p o n d e n c e  w i th  C a lv o , he  r e p e a t e d l y  

r e f e r r e d  to  "o u r  n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t "  i n  c o n n e c t io n  

w i th  th e  e x p e d i t i o n .  U rg in g  C alvo  t o  h e lp  R a o u s s e t -  

B o u lb o n , L e v a s s e u r  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  th e  F re n c h  f o r e i g n  

m i n i s t e r  h a d  i n s t r u c t e d  him  to  e n c o u ra g e  th e  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  F renchm en i n  S o n o ra , a s  F ra n c e  h a d  

a  " v i t a l  i n t e r e s t "  t h e r e .

The c r u c i a l  t e s t  o f  F re n c h  s u p p o r t  w as a f t e r  

th e  " L ib e r ty  t o  S o n o ra "  and  "V iv ^  l a  F ra n c e "  

e p is o d e  o f  O c to b e r ,  1 8 5 2 . W ith  th e  o c c u p a t io n  o f

62’U re s , E l  S o n o re n s e , S e p tem b er 1 7 , 1852 . 
i b i d . , V, 6 0 .

^ ^B la n co  t o  R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n , A r i s p e ,  
S e p tem b er 2 4 , 1852 , E l  S o n o re n s e , O c to b e r  2 2 , 1852 , 
i b i d . , V, 97 .

64
L e v a s s e u r  t o  C a lv o , A p r i l  1 9 , 1852 ; May 1 0 , 

1852 ; J u ly  2 1 , 1 8 5 2 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  W y lly s , F re n c h  i n  
S o n o ra , A p pend ix  B, p p . 2 5 0 -2 5 7 .
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H e r m o s i l lo ,  th e  M exican  g o v ern m en t was n o t i c e a b l y  

p e r t u r b e d  a b o u t  F re n c h  c o n n e c t io n s  w i th  th e  

e lu s iv e  C o u n t , A f t e r  th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  th e  

Empire^, i n  D ecem ber, 1852 , m i n i s t e r s  a n d  g o v e rn m en t 

o f f i c i a l s  u n d e r  N ap o leo n  I I I  d id  l i t t l e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

i n  m a t t e r s  p e r t a i n i n g  to  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y ,  w i th o u t  

e i t h e r  h i s  d i r e c t i o n  o r  a p p r o v a l .

D u rin g  th e  s p r i n g  o f  1853 F re n c h  o f f i c i a l s  

i n  th e  w e s te r n  h e m isp h e re  d i l i g e n t l y  d e n ie d  any  

c o n n e c t io n  w i th  o r  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n , 

H ow ever, L e v a s s e u r  s e n t  w ord  th ro u g h  D i l lo n  t h a t  

R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n  w ould  be  summoned b a c k  t o  M exico 

" a t  th e  p r o p e r  m om ent,"  and  he c o v e r t l y  u rg e d  

p a t i e n c e  a s  p l a n s  f o r  S o n o ra  m ig h t be dam aged b y  a  

p re m a tu re  a r r i v a l , L e v a s s e u r  a s s u r e d  L u ca s  A lam an, 

M exican  M i n i s t e r  o f  F o r e ig n  R e l a t i o n s ,  t h a t  th e  

F re n c h  h a d  no  d e s ig n s  upon  S o n o ra  an d  t h a t  he  h a d  

e v e n  r e q u e s t e d  a  m a n -o f-w a r  from  th e  F re n c h  P a c i f i c

^ ^Alam an to  M i n i s t e r  o f  W ar, May 2 ,  1 8 5 3 ; 
Alaman t o  M in i s t e r  o f  W ar, May 9 ,  1 8 5 3 , c i t e d  b y  
i b i d . ,  p p ,  1 4 4 -1 4 5 .

^ ^ L e v a s s e u r  t o  D i l l o n ,  M ex ico , A p r i l  6 ,  1 8 5 3 , 
c i t e d  b y  i b i d , , p p .  1 4 4 -1 4 5 .
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sq u a d ro n  to  g u a rd  M a z a tla n  and  Guaymas a g a i n s t  any  

F re n c h  e x p e d i t i o n s  from  C a l i f o r n i a .  A t t h i s  same 

tim e  L u is  M aneyro , th e  M exican  c o n s u l  a t  H a v re , 

b e l i e v e d  t h a t  R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n  h a d  th e  a p p ro v a l  o f  

F re n c h  o f f i c i a l s  an d  t h a t  r e i n f o r c e m e n t s  w ere  p r e ^  

p a r i n g  to  l e a v e  F r a n c e ,  a s  s u c c e s s  i n  S o n o ra  was 

o p e n ly  h o p ed  f o r  and  a n t i c i p a t e d  i n  P a r i s . L u c a s  

Alaman m ig h t w e l l  h av e  w o n d ered  a b o u t  th e  a c t u a l  

p u rp o s e  o f  th e  F re n c h  m a n -o f-w a r  o r d e r e d  b y  

L a v e s s e u r .  D e s p i te  th e  F re n c h  M i n i s t e r ' s  vehem en t 

d e n i a l s  o f  s u p p o r t in g  R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n  i n  May, 1853» 

o n ly  a  m on th  e a r l i e r  he  h a d  p ro p o s e d  t h a t  th e  F re n c h  

C ount come t o  M exico C i ty  f o r  a n  i n t e r v i e w  w i th  th e  

new M exican  p r e s i d e n t ,  S a n ta  A nna.^®  A lth o u g h  th e  

pow er o f  M ex ican  o f f i c i a l s  w a v ere d  d u r in g  t h i s  

t u r b u l e n t  p e r i o d ,  th e  F re n c h  M i n i s t e r  show ed 

p e r s e v e r a n c e  i n  recom m ending  R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n  to  

two M exican  p r e s i d e n t s  w i t h in  a  o n e -y e a r  p e r i o d .

^ L e v a s s e u r  t o  A lam an, M ex ico , May 2 0 , 1 853 ; 
L u is  M aneyro , M exican  c o n s u l  a t  H a v re , t o  M L n is tro  
de R e la c io n e s ,  H a v re , .May 5 1 , 1853» c i t e d  b y  i b i d . , 
p .  1 46 .

^® Coppey, E l  C onde. p .  5 8 ; L a c h a p e l l e ,  Le 
com te de R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n . p .  14 5 ; L a m b e r t ie ,  Le 
dram e de S o n o ra , p .
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e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  h i s  n o t o r io u s  s e i z u r e  o f  

H e r m o s i l lo ,

The f a t e  o f  S o n o ra  seem ed to  r e s t  u n c e r t a i n l y  

i n  th e  h a n d s  o f  S a n ta  A nna. D u rin g  l a t e  1855» Jam es 

G adsden , U n ite d  S t a t e s  M i n i s t e r  t o  M exico , n e g o t i a t e d  

th e  p u rc h a s e  o f  M exican  la n d  a d ja c e n t  t o  n o r t h e r n  

S o n o ra , C o n c u r r e n t ly ,  th e  i n i m i t a b l e  f i l i b u s t e r i n g  

e x p e d i t io n  o f  W illia m  W alker s k i r t e d  d ip lo m a t ic  

c h a n n e ls  and  i n  J a n u a r y ,  1 8 5 4 , s im p ly  p ro c la im e d  

i n t o  e x i s t e n c e  h i s  R e p u b lic  o f  S o n o r a , H i n d e r i n g  

R a o u s s e t -B o u lb o n 's  r e c r u i t i n g  e f f o r t s ,  ru m o rs  i n  

San F r a n c i s c o  d u r in g  e a r l y  1854 i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  th e  

U n ite d  S t a t e s  had  a l r e a d y  a b s o rb e d  S o n o ra . The 

F re n c h  w ere th u s  h e a r t e n e d  i n  th e  s p r in g  o f  1854 by  

th e  R e v o lu t io n  o f  A y u t la  w h ic h , e x p r e s s in g  d i s s a t i s 

f a c t i o n  w i th  th e  d i s p o s a l  o f  m ore n a t i o n a l  t e r r i t o r y .

^ W illia m  0 ,  S c ro g g s , F i l i b u s t e r s  and  
F i n a n c i e r s ;  The S to r y  o f  W illia m  W alker and~ H is 
A s s o c ia te s  (New Y ork : The M acM illan  Company, 1 9 1 6 ) ,
p .  4 2 ; C a p ta in  Ju a n  B, N a v a r ro , P r e f e c t ,  to  G o verno r 
Comandeinte G e n e ra l ,  G uaym as, November 1 , 1855 , U re s , 
E l  N a c io n a l , November 4 ,  1 8 5 5 , P i n a r t  T r a n s c r i p t s , 
fcsonora, V, p ,  2 0 7 ; i b i d . . Decem ber 5 0 , 1 ^ 5 5 , J a n u a ry  
2 7 , "IB'54, i n  i b i d . ,  p .  2 1 5 ,
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o p p o sed  an d  l a t e r  d e p o se d  P r e s i d e n t  S a n ta  

A nna.

O f f i c i a l s  i n  S o n o ra  a la r m in g ly  p r o t e s t e d  

t h a t  R a o u sse t-B o u lb o n  p la n n e d  to  t a k e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  

S o n o ra  " w i th  an  arm ed h a n d ." ^ ^  D e s p i te  t h i s ,  th e  

M exican  c o n s u l  a t  San F r a n c i s c o ,  L u is  D el V a l l e ,  h a d  

r e c e iv e d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  from  S a n ta  Anna to  r e c r u i t  

E u ro p e a n s , p r i m a r i l y  Frenchm en d e ta c h e d  from  th e  

Co u n t . Thes e  w ere  t o  be  e n l i s t e d  i n  th e  M exican  

arm y i n  S o n o ra , a f t e r  r e n o u n c in g  t h e i r  F re n c h  

c i t i z e n s h i p ,  and  g iv e n  la n d  a s  c o l o n i s t s  to  p ro v id e  

s e c u r i t y ,  o b v io u s ly  n e c e s s a r y  a f t e r  th e  W alker

^ On M arch 4-, 1 8 5 4 , some s i x t y  men o f  
v a r io u s  n a t i o n a l i t i e s  w ent t o  Guaymas w i th o u t  p a s s 
p o r t s  a s  th e y  su p p o se d  S o n o ra  t o  be  U n i te d  S t a t e s  
t e r r i t o r y .  W y lly s , F re n c h  i n  S o n o ra , p .  167; 
B a n c r o f t ,  M ex ico . V, 6 4 6 -6 5 9 .

^^M anuel D iez  de B o n i l l a ,  M exican  m i n i s t e r  ^
o f  f o r e i g n  r e l a t i o n s ,  t o  A lphonse  Dano, F re n c h  c h a rg e
d ' a f f a i r e s  a t  M exico C i ty ,  J a n u a ry  1 7 , 1854 , r e -  
p h lr ite c l 'T n  U . S . ,  C o n g re s s , S e n a te .  E x . Doc. 1 6 .
55d C o n g ., 2d s e s s . .  V o l. V I, p p . 4 5 -4 4 .

7^W ool to  Thomas, M arch 31» 1854; D el V a l le  
t o  D i l lo n ,  u n d a te d ;  Jo h n  S . C r ip p s ,  U. S . L e g a t io n
i n  M ex ico , t o  W ool, A p r i l  2 2 , 1 8 5 4 , r e p r i n t e d  i n
i b i d . . p p . 2 8 , 4 2 , 9 3 -9 4 . E s t im a te s  on th e  num ber 
t o  be  r e c r u i t e d  v a ry  from  one to  t h r e e  th o u s a n d .
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e p i s o d e . D e l  V a l le  d u ly  c h a r t e r e d  th e  B r i t i s h
74s h ip  C h a lle n g e  t o  t r a n s p o r t  them  to  Guaym as,

The v i g i l a n t  a n d  z e a lo u s  Wool b e l i e v e d  t h a t  D el 

V a l le  w as “th e  dupe o f  th e  F re n c h  c o n s u l " an d  t h a t  

R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n  p la n n e d  to  s e i z e  S o n o ra  " e i t h e r  

a s  a  r e v o l u t i o n i s t  o r  i n  th e  name o f  th e  F r e n c h  

g o v e r n me n t . A r r e s t i n g  th e  M exican  c o n s u l  on 

M arch 3 1 , 1 8 3 4 , Wool c h a rg e d  him  w i th  v i o l a t i o n  o f  

a n  1818 law  f o r b i d d in g  e n l i s t m e n t  i n  U n i te d  S t a t e s  

t e r r i t o r y  f o r  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  o f  a  f o r e i g n  g o v e rn 

m ent .

^ T h e  p ro m is e s  t o  th e  F renchm en  made b y  D el 
V a l le  a r e  i n  E l  N a c io n a l , A u g u st 4 ,  1 8 3 4 , P i n a r t  
T r a n s c r i p t s .  S o n o ra , VT~PP« 230-% 4.

T ^ U o n tra c t  b e tw e e n  D el V a l le  a n d  E dw ard 
C a v a i l l e r  a n d  H e c to r  C h a u v ite a u , M arch 4 ,  1 8 3 4 , 
r e p r i n t e d  i n  U . S . ,  C o n g re s s , S e n a te ,  E x . D oc. 1 6 . 
33d C o n g ., 2d  s e s s . .  V o l. V I, p .  33» C a v a i l l e r  an d  
C h a u v ite a u  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  be  c lo s e  f r i e n d s  and  
a s s o c i a t e s  o f  R a o u s s e t .  See W y lly s , F re n c h  i n  
S o n o ra , p p .  1 7 4 , 2 1 5 , a n d  p p .  2 7 1 -2 7 9 , 2ë4-këS^ f o r  
r e p r i n t e d  c o r re s p o n d e n c e  b e tw e e n  R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n , 
C h a u v ite a u  and  C a v a i l l e r .

?^W ool to  C r ip p s ,  C harge  d ' a f f a i r e s . U. S .
L e g a t io n ,  M ex ico , J u l y  2 9 . 1534. S e n a te .  !Ëx. Doc.
1 6 . 35d C o n g ., 2d  s e s s . .  V o l. V I, p p .  9 4 -9 6 .

^^W ool t o  Thom as, M arch 3 1 , 1834 ;
San  F r a n c i s c o  H e ra ld  E x t r a . M arch 3 1 , 1 8 3 4 , 
r e p r i n t e d  i n  i b i d . .  p p .  2 7 -3 2 . The M exican
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The d ic h o to m y  o f  M exican  e x p e c t a t i o n s  and  

F re n c h  o b j e c t i v e s  a r e  m o st e x p l i c i t l y  s e e n  i n  th e  

s p r in g  o f  1 8 5 ^ . The F renchm en w ere n o t  e a s i l y  

d e ta c h e d  fro m  R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n , th e y  b a lk e d  a t  

r e n o u n c in g  t h e i r  c i t i z e n s h i p ,  and  th e y  h a d  no 

i n t e n t i o n s  o f  m e re ly  f a rm in g  and  f i g h t i n g  A p ach es ,

A t th e  v e ry  l e a s t ,  th e y  w ere a f t e r  a l l  t h e  m in e r a l  

w e a l th  th e y  c o u ld  g e t ;  a t  m o st th e y  w ere  a f t e r  

S o n o ra  i t s e l f .  The c o n t r a c t o r s  f o r  th e  C h a l le n g e , 

th e  s h ip  c h a r t e r e d  b y  th e  M exican  c o n s u l  D el V a l l e ,  

w ere n o t  d i s i n t e r e s t e d  i n  th e  o u tco m e . They w ere  c lo s e  

f r i e n d s  a n d  s u p p o r t e r s  o f  R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n . Wool 

h a d  s u b s t a n t i a l  r e a s o n  to  c o n je c t u r e  t h a t  D el V a l le  

was e i t h e r  th e  c o l l a b o r a t o r  w i th ,  o r  th e  dupe o f ,  

th e  F re n c h  c o n s u l  a t  San  F r a n c i s c o .

c o n s u l  was c o n v ic te d ,  b u t  Wool was r e p r im a n d e d  f o r  
D el V a l l e 's  a r r e s t .  See Wool t o  J e f f e r s o n  D a v is ,  
S e c r e t a r y  o f  W ar, A p r i l , 1 4 , 1 8 5 4 ; D av is  to  W ool, 
A p r i l  1 4 , 1 8 5 4 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  i b i d . . p p .  5 2 -5 4 . 
H ow ever, b e f o r e  Wool r e c e i v e d  th e  r e p r im a n d ,  he  a l s o  
a r r e s t e d  th e  F re n c h  c o n s u l .  D i l lo n  was fo u n d  n o t  
g u i l t y  a s  th e  j u r y  s to o d  t e n  f o r  c o n v ic t i o n  and  two 
f o r  a c q u i t t a l .  Wool t o  D a v is , May 15» 1854 , 
r e p r i n t e d  i n  i b i d . ,  p p .  5 7 -5 8 ; Wool t o  D a v is ,  May 
3 0 , 1 8 5 4 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  i b i d . . p p .  6 6 -6 9 .
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I t  i s  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  i n  A p r i l ,  1 8 ^ 4 , t h a t  

R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n , i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  h i s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  

o f  th e  F re n c h  i n  S o n o ra  w ou ld  be th e  f i r s t  s t e p  

to w a rd  th e  o c c u p a t io n  o f  " a l l  t h i s  m a g n i f ic e n t  

c o u n t r y ,"  o b v io u s ly  h o p e d  t o  a t t r a c t  th e  a i d  o f  

F r a n c e . A bout t h i s  same tim e  D el V a l le  b e l a t e d l y  

becam e a la rm e d  and  b e g an  w a rn in g  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  

S o n o r a , t h a t  th e  C o u n t, s u p p o r te d  b y  "many n o t a b l e s  

o f  t h i s  r e g i o n , "  p la n n e d  t o  a t t a c k  Guaymas.*^® F o u r 

d a y s  l a t e r ,  he a s k e d  o f f i c i a l s  i n  San F r a n c is c o  f o r  

h e lp ,  a s  "good s o u rc e s "  h a d  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  R a o u s s e t -  

B oulbon  " r e s o lv e d  t o  c a r r y  o u t  h i s  c r im in a l  i n t e n t  

o f  in v a d in g  th e  M exican  C o a s t . D e l  V a l le  h a d

^ ^ P ie r r e  de l a  G o rc e , H i s t o i r e  du  se c o n d  
e m p ire  (7  v o l s . ;  P a r i s ;  P lo n - N o u r r i t  e t  G ie , 1 0 7 4 ) ,
T v, 15 ; M a d e lin e , Le com te G a s to n  de R a o u s s e t -  
B oulbon , c la im s  t h a t  R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n  m a in ta in e d  an  
a g e n t  i n  P a r i s  t o  m a in ta in  c lo s e  c o n ta c t  w i th  t h e  c o u r t  
o f  N ap o leo n  I I I .

*^®Del V a l le  t o  G o v ern o r Com andante G e n e ra l  
o f  S o n o ra , San F r a n c i s c o ,  A p r i l  2 0 , 1854 , i n  E l  
N a t io n a l ,  May 2 6 , 1 8 5 4 , P i n a r t  T r a n s c r i p t s .  S o n o r a ,
V, 2 2 8 .

7Q
'D e l  V a l le  t o  G o v ern o r Com andante G e n e ra l  

o f  S o n o ra , San F r a n c i s c o ,  A p r i l  2 4 , 1854 , e n c l o s i n g  
l e t t e r  from  D el V a l le  t o  C o l l e c t o r  o f  Custom s a t  
San  F r a n c i s c o ,  A p r i l  2 4 , 1 8 5 4 , i n  E l  N a c io n a l ,  May 
2 6 , 1 8 5 4 , i b i d . ,  p .  2 2 8 .
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r e a s o n  f o r  h i s  g loom y f o r e b o d in g s .  U s in g  r h e t o r i c  

t h a t  N ap o leo n  r e p e a t e d ,  R a o u sse t-B o u lb o n  p ro c la im e d  

t h a t  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  m ust be c u r t a i l e d  b y  " p l a n t i n g  

a  new r a c e  i n  S o n o ra , i f  n o t  by  s e i z i n g  a l l  o f  

M e x ico ."  I f  t h i s  w ere  n o t  d o n e , he  a s s e r t e d ,  i n  t e n

y e a r s  t h e r e  w ou ld  n o t  be a  cannon  s h o t  i n  E u rope
80w ith o u t  th e  p e r m is s io n  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .

O f f i c i a l  F re n c h  h e lp  t o  R a o u sse t-B o u lb o n  

i n  th e  l a t t e r  h a l f  o f  1853 and  th e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  1854 

i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  a n a ly z e  b e c a u se  o f  th e  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  

a c t i v i t y  o f  F re n c h  d ip lo m a ts .  I n  M exico C i ty ,  

A lp h o n se  Dano r e p l a c e d  L e v a s s e u r  a s  F re n c h  c h a r g é  

d 'a f f a i r e s  i n  th e  summer o f  1853• W hile  c o n t in u in g  

t o  s u p p o r t  F re n c h  m in in g  p r o j e c t s  i n  S o n o ra , Dano 

a p p e a re d  s t e a d f a s t  i n  h i s  d i s a s s o c i a t i o n  w i th  th e  

F re n c h  C o u n t. H is  d i s l i k e  o f  R a o u sse t-B o u lb o n  d id  

n o t  h in d e r  h i s  own e f f o r t s ,  h o w ev er, to  s e t t l e  

F renchm en i n  S o n o ra . I n  th e  summer o f  1 8 5 4 , Dano

80T h is  i s  a lm o s t  i d e n t i c a l  t o  th e  s ta te m e n ts  
o f  L a m a r t in e ,  N ap o leo n  I I I ,  and  t h e  M arq u is  de 
R ad ep o n t t e n  y e a r s  l a t c :^  d u r in g  t h e  F re n c h  i n t e r 
v e n t io n  i n  M ex ico . T h is  s ta te m e n t  o f  R a o u s s e t -  
B ou lbon  i s  r e p r i n t e d  i n  S o u l i e ,  W olf Cub, p p . 1 9 0 - 
19 3 .
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p ro p o se d  t h a t  th e  f o u r  h u n d re d  F renchm en accom

p a n y in g  th e  in v a d in g  e x p e d i t i o n  be  p e r m i t t e d  t o  

re m a in  i n  S o n o ra , A id in g  them  f i n a n c i a l l y ,  he s e n t  

tw e n ty  th o u s a n d  p e s o s — c l e v e r l y  a p p r o p r i a t e d  by  

M exican o f f i c i a l s  t o  p a y  th e  F re n c h m e n 's  e x p e n se s
Q 1

o u t  o f  M exico .

D i l lo n  d e n ie d  a s s o c i a t i o n  w ith  R a o u s s e t-
82B oulbon o n ly  when i t  was e x p e d ie n t .  On M arch 1 8 , 

1834 , he  r e m o n s t r a te d  t h a t  he h ad  " th e  m ost p o s i t i v e  

o r d e r s , "  b o th  from  P a r i s  and  from  th e  l e g a t i o n  i n  

W ash in g to n , t h a t  F re n c h  f i l i b u s t e r i n g  e x p e d i t i o n s  

"w ould be v iew ed  by  them  w ith  th e  u tm o s t  d i s p l e a s u r e  

a s  an  a c t  o f  open  and  b a r e f a c e d  p i r a c y . " He

81 W y lly s , F re n c h  i n  S o n o ra , p .  2 1 7 , c i t i n g  
Yanez to  M in i s t e r  o f  W'ar, ùua^as% " S e p tem b er 4 ,  1 8 5 4 . 
Dano r e a p p e a r e d  a s  F re n c h  m i n i s t e r  t o  M exico i n  1865 , 
a g a in  t o  s o o th e  M exican  n a t i o n a l i s m ,  a f t e r  h i s  
p r e d e c e s s o r ,  t h e  M arq u is  de M o n th o lo n , f a i l e d  to  
o b ta in  S o n o r a 's  m in es f o r  F r a n c e .

Qp
S e n a to r  J .  A. M cD ougall o f  C a l i f o r n i a  

a s s e r t e d  t h a t  D i l l o n 's  d e n ia l s  o f  c o m p l ic i ty  w ere 
" c a r e f u l l y  w o rd ed , w h ic h , w h ile  i t  w ou ld  sav e  th e  
a p p e a ra n c e  o f  c o m p l ic i ty  on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  F re n c h  
i S p e r o r , w ould n o t  s e r i o u s l y  i n j u r e  th e  p r o s p e c t s  o f  
th e  e n t e r p r i s e . "  U. S . ,  C o n g re s s , C o n g re s s io n a l  
G lo b e . 37**» C o n g ., 3d s e s s . .  A p p en d ix , p .  9 7 .

® ^ D illo n  to  W ool, M arch 1 8 , 1 8 5 4 , r e p r i n t e d  
i n  U. S . ,  C o n g re s s , S e n a te ,  E x . Doc. 1 6 . 35d Cong.
2d s e s s . .  V o l. V I, p .
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a p p e a re d  in d ig n a n t  t h a t  Wool a s s o c i a t e d  him  w i th

R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n , c la im in g  t h a t  he  was "m e re ly

d e s i r o u s  o f  h i s  w e l f a r e "  a s  b o th  he  and  th e  C ount h ad
0 / 1

"a  common f r i e n d "  i n  P a r i s .  Y e t l e s s  th a n  two 

w eeks a f t e r  th e s e  s t r o n g ly - w o rd e d  d e n i a l s ,  he u rg e d  

th e  v i c e - c o n s u l  a t  Guaymas to  i n t e r c e d e  f o r  th e  

Frenchm en who w ould  soon  a r r i v e . I n s t r u c t i n g  G alvo 

t o  a s s u r e  S o n o ran  a u t h o r i t i e s  o f  t h e i r  " in n o c e n t  

m o t iv e s ,"  D i l lo n  a m b ig u o u sly  ad d ed  t h a t  F re n ch
Q C

w a rs h ip s  w ould  so o n  be a lo n g  th e  P a c i f i c  c o a s t .

Aware o f  t h i s  l e t t e r .  Wool r e a l i z e d  t h a t  i n  s p i t e  

o f  D i l l o n 's  p r e v io u s  d e n i a l s ,  t h e  F re n c h  c o n s u l  d id  

in d e e d  t a k e  "a  deep  i n t e r e s t "  i n  th e  s u c c e s s  o f  th e  

e x p e d i t io n .® ^  A lth o u g h  W o o l's  im p e tu o u s  a r r e s t s  

o f  b o th  th e  M exican  and  F re n c h  c o n s u ls  i n  San 

F r a n c is c o  c a u se d  c o n fu s io n  i n  th e  S t a t e  D e p a r tm e n t,

0/1

D i l lo n  to  W ool, M arch 1 8 , 1 8 5 4 , M arch 2 0 , 
1 854 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  i b i d . . p p . 4 3 , 3 4 .

® ^ D illo n  to  G a lv o , San F r a n c i s c o ,  M arch 2 7 , 
1854 , c i t e d  by  W y lly s , F re n c h  i n  S o n o ra , p .  1 85 .

®®Wool to  G r ip p s ,  J u ly  2 9 , 1 8 5 4 , S e n a te  
E x . Doc. 1 6 . 35d G o n g ., 2d s e s s . .  V o l. V I, p p . 9 4 -9 6 .
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i t  was commonly b e l i e v e d  t h a t  D i l lo n  c o n c e a le d  th e  

h id d e n  m o tiv e s  o f  R aousse t-B ou lbon .® *^

W hile  F re n c h  d ip lo m a ts  u n q u e s t io n a b ly  had  

an  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  i n t e r e s t  i n  th e  m in e r a l  w e a l th  o f  

S o n o ra , R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n  w as e v en  m ore c a n d id ly  

e n c o u ra g e d  b y  m in o r o f f i c i a l s .  D r. P ig n e  D u p u y tre n , 

a  fo rm e r  F re n c h  c o n s u la r  a g e n t  a t  M a r y s v i l l e ,  was 

one o f  th e  c lo s e  f r i e n d s  acco m p an y in g  R a o u s s e t -  

B oulbon on h i s  l a s t  and  f a t a l  t r i p  to  S o n o ra  i n  

May, I 8 5 4 .®® T . P .  S a in te - M a r ie  commanded th e  

S ig o n d is  e x p e d i t i o n  t o  S o n o ra  i n  M arch , 1 8 5 2 , 

s e t t l e d  h i s  men a s  c o lo n i s  v e c in o s  som ew here 

b e tw ee n  S a n ta  C ruz and  T u cso n , and  th e n  j o in e d  

R a o u s s e t - B o u lb o n 's  f i r s t  t h r u s t  i n t o  S o n o ra . A f t e r  

t h i s  1852  f a i l u r e ,  S a in te - M a r ie  was a p p o in te d  F re n c h  

v i c e - c o n s u l  a t  A cap u lco  im p ly in g ,  i f  n o t  F re n c h  

a p p r o v a l ,  a t  l e a s t  no  d i s a p p r o v a l  o f  h i s  c o n n e c t io n  

w ith  R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n . I n  J u l y ,  1 8 5 4 , w h ile  

R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n  was i n  Guaym as, S a in te - M a r ie  w en t

® ^W yllys, F re n c h  i n  S o n o ra , p .  1 8 0 .

® ® Ib id .. p .  1 9 2 .
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t o  M exico C i ty  t o  d i s c u s s  th e  f u t u r e  o f  S o n o ra  w i th  

th e  F re n c h  m i n i s t e r ,  a n d  a  m onth  l a t e r  he i n t e r 

c ed ed  f o r c e f u l l y  t o  p r e v e n t  th e  C o u n t 's  d e a th .

N ine y e a r s  a f t e r  R a o u s s e t - B o u lb o n 's  e x e c u t i o n ,  

a s  th e  F re n c h  w ere th w a r te d  i n  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  to  

c a p tu r e  P u e b la  and  b e f o r e  t h e r e  w ere any  m i l i t a r y  

m oves to w a rd s  n o r t h e r n  M ex ico , C a l i f o r n i a n  s e n a t o r  

Jam es A. M cD ougall w a rn ed  o f  th e  d a n g e rs  t o  S o n o ra . 

R e c a l l in g  t h a t  F re n c h  c o m p l i c i ty  w i th  R a o u s s e t -  

B oulbon h ad  b e e n  d e n ie d ,  he  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  th e  

i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  M exico i n  th e  I 8 6 0 's  stem m ed fro m  th e  

C o u n t 's  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  S o n o ra  d u r in g  th e  1 8 5 0 's .  

A lth o u g h  th e  F re n c h  g o v e rn m e n t ' s  c o n n e c t io n  w i th  

R a o u sse t-B o u lb o n  i s  l a r g e l y  b a s e d  on c i r c u m s t a n t i a l  

e v id e n c e ,  n e i t h e r  he  n o r  h i s  f o l lo w e r s  w ere f o r g o t t e n .  

N ap o leo n  r e c e i v e d  many p e t i t i o n s  r e q u e s t i n g  com pensa

t i o n  f o r  s e r v i c e s  r e n d e r e d  to  R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n ;  

"A cco rd e"  was j o t t e d  on  th e  m a rg in s  o f  n e a r l y  a l l  o f

89 lb id . . pp. 64-65, 199.

90U. S . ,  C o n g re s s ,  C o n g re s s io n a l  G lo b e . 37tt 
C o n g ., 3d s e s s . .  A p p e n d ix , p .  9 7 .
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th e m .^ ^  R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n  em erged  a  h e ro  th ro u g h

s y m p a th e t ic  w r i t i n g s  w h ich  f r e q u e n t l y  r e f e r r e d  to

him  a s  t h e  F re n c h  C o r te s ,  and  h i s  r e m a in s ,  exhumed

b y  F re n c h  n a v a l  o f f i c e r s  i n  1866 , w ere ta k e n  to

F ra n c e  f o r  f i n a l  b u r i a l .

O c c u p ie d  w i th  th e  o p e n in g  p h a se  o f  th e

C rim ean  w a r , N a p o leo n  I l l ' s  d i r e c t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n

i n  th e  R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n  e x p e d i t i o n  was p r o b a b ly

m in im a l. H ow ever, h e  u n d o u b te d ly  w ould  have  ta k e n

a d v a n ta g e  o f  any  s u c c e s s ,  a s  F r a n c e 's  n e e d  f o r

s i l v e r  w as a p p a r e n t .  D u rin g  th e  t h r e e  y e a r s  o f

R a o u s s e t -B o u lb o n ' s a c t i v i t i e s  i n  S o n o ra , F ra n c e  h ad

l o s t  a  t o t a l  o f  284 m i l l i o n  s i l v e r  f r a n c s  i n  e x c e s s  
qz

o f  i m p o r t s . I n  1 8 5 4 , th e  y e a r  o f  R a o u s s e t - B o u lb o n 's  

m o st s e r i o u s  i n v a s io n  o f  S o n o ra , th e  i n t e n s e  l a c k

2 8 8 -2 8 9 .
^ ^ D e lo rd , H i s t o i r e  du seco n d  e m p ir e . I l l ,

q p
W y lly s , F re n c h  i n  S o n o ra , p .  2 2 4 , c i t i n g  

an  i n t e r v i e w  w i th  J o s d  A. l la rq u e z , Guaym as, 
November 3 0 , 1928 .

93 ^E n q u e te  s u r  l a  c i r c u l a t i o n  m o n é ta i r e .  
V o l. V I, p p 7 3 5 '4 - 5 3 5 .  --------------------------------
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o f  s i l v e r  c a u s e d  th e  l e a s t  am ount o f  s i l v e r  c o in a g e  

i n  F ra n c e  s in c e  1795*^^

The p r im a ry  le g a c y  o f  R a o u sse t-B o u lb o n  was 

th e  s t i m u l a t i o n  o f  N a p o le o n 's  i n t e r e s t  i n  S o n o ra , 

a s  w e l l  a s  th e  c o n n e c t io n  w i th  h i s  f i n a n c i e r ,  J e a n  

B a p t i s t e  J e c k e r ,  who p r o v id e d  th e  p r e t e x t  f o r  

F re n c h  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  M exico i n  1 8 6 1 . When 

J e c k e r  n e e d e d  F re n c h  g o v e rn m e n ta l s u p p o r t  i n  th e  l a t e  

1 8 5 0 ' s ,  he s t r e s s e d  h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i th  R a o u s s e t -  

B o u lb o n , i n s t e a d  o f  r u e f u l l y  c r i t i c i z i n g  th e  

u n f o r tu n a t e  e x p e d i t i o n  he  h ad  f i n a n c i a l l y  s u p p o r te d .  

And i t  was n o t  e a s i l y  f o r g o t t e n  i n  F ra n c e  t h a t  i t  

h a d  ta k e n  o n ly  two h u n d re d  Frenchm en to  o ccu p y  a  

S o n o ra  tow n w i th  a  p o p u la t i o n  o f  tw e lv e  th o u s a n d .

^^ H a n s a rd * s . "R e p o rt on th e  D e p r e c ia t io n  o f  
t h e  P r i c e  o f  S i l v e r , "  A p p en d ix , p p . 8 6 -9 1 .



CHAPTER V

JEAN BAPTISTE JECKER; CATALYST FOR FRENCH 

INTERVENTION IN MEXICO

D u rin g  th e  y e a r s  from  R a o u s s e t -B o u lh o n 's  

d e a th  i n  S o n o ra  t o  th e  F re n c h  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  

M ex ico , 185^ t o  1 8 6 1 , more th a n  two an d  o n e - h a l f  

b i l l i o n  f r a n c s  o f  s i l v e r  f lo w e d  fro m  F ra n c e ,  con 

s i d e r a b l y  m ore th a n  th e  F re n c h  h ad  l o s t  i n  th e  

e n t i r e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  th e  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y .^

The n e e d  f o r  s i l v e r  becam e c r i t i c a l  i n  1861 

when t h a t  v e ry  m e ta l  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  p a y  f o r  

a l t e r n a t e  c o t t o n  from  I n d i a .  C o n c u r re n t  

econom ic  an d  d ip lo m a t i c  e v e n ts  i n d i c a t e  a  c a u s a l

r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  th e  F re n c h  m o n e ta ry  an d  c o t to n  
»

p ro b le m s  to  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  i n t e r v e n e  i n  M exico .

From 1815 th r o u g h  1 8 5 3 , 1 ,6 9 5 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  s i l v e r  
f r a n c s  w ere  e x p o r te d .  Y e t d u r in g  th e  e i g h t  y e a r s  
fro m  1854  th ro u g h  1 8 6 1 , 2 ,5 1 4 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  s i l v e r  f r a n c s  
w ere  e x p o r t e d .  See A ppend ix  on s i l v e r  im p o r ts  and  
e x p o r t s ,  t a k e n  from  "Mouvement d e s  m étau x  p r e c i e u x , "  
E n c lo s u re  1 i n  D ecazes t o  L y o n s , A p r i l  1 0 , 1876 , 
H a n s a rd ' s . " R e p o r t  on  th e  D e p r e c ia t io n  o f  t h e  P r i c e  o f  
S i l v e r , '*  1 8 7 6 , A p p en d ix , p p . 8 6 -8 7 .
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The le g e n d  o f  s i l v e r  and  th e  e x p l o i t s  o f  

R a o u sse t-B o u lb o n  had  s t im u la te d  F re n c h  c u r i o s i t y  and 

know ledge o f  S o n o ra ’ s  m in e s . D u rin g  th e  M exican 

c i v i l  w ar o f  18 58 t o  I 86 I ,  F re n c h  d ip lo m a ts  showed 

i n c r e a s in g  i n t e r e s t  i n  S o n o ra . R e g u la r ly  r e p o r t i n g  

b o th  th e  v u l n e r a b i l i t y  o f  M exico and  th e  f e a r  t h a t  

th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  w ould a b s o rb  t h i s  a r e a ,  th e y  s e n t  

d i s p a tc h  a f t e r  d i s p a t c h ,  w h ich  s u b s t a n t i a t e s  a  co n 

t i n u i n g  p r e o c c u p a t io n  w i th  S o n o ra .

H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  a t t e n t i o n  h a s  fo c u s e d  on 

J e c k e r 's  bonds a s  a  p r e t e x t  f o r  th e  i n t e r v e n t i o n .

T hese w ere o f  n e g l i g i b l e  v a lu e ,  h ow ever, i n  c o m p a ri

son  to  h i s  c la im s  to  l a r g e  p o r t i o n s  o f  S o n o ra . By 

assu m in g  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  J e c k e r 's  c o n t r a c t s  i n  M exico , 

N apo leon  o b ta in e d  a c c e s s  t o  d e s p e r a t e l y  n e ed e d  s i l v e r  

m in e s . F aced  w i th  l o s i n g  a l l  o f  h i s  a s s e t s  a s  a  

r e s u l t  o f  M e x ic o 's  d o m e s tic  t u r m o i l , th e  S w iss  f i n a n 

c i e r  a g re e d  t o  s e l l  h i s  c la im s  in  S o n o ra  t o  F ra n c e , 

in  exchange  f o r  s u p p o r t  o f  h i s  o t h e r  in v e s tm e n ts .

In  a d d i t i o n ,  o t h e r  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  th e  J e c k e r  s u rv e y 

in g  e n t e r p r i s e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t h e i r  m in in g  c la im s  to  

F ra n c e , a l s o  f o r  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e i r  o t h e r  f i n a n c i a l  

v e n tu r e s  i n  M exico . T hus, by 1862 N apo leon  had  s y s t e 

m a t i c a l l y  l a i d  c la im  to  a  s i z e a b l e  p o r t i o n  o f  th e  la n d
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su rv e y e d  in  I 856  by  J e a n  B a p t i s t e  J e c k e r .

A f t e r  R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n 's  d e a th  in  18$4 , a  

s p a te  o f  b o o k s , r o m a n t ic i z in g  h i s  a d v e n tu r e s ,  was 

p u b l i s h e d ,  Frenchm en q u ic k ly  p u rc h a s e d  th e  f i r s t  

e d i t i o n  o f  H e n ri de l a  M a d e l in e 's  Le com te de 

R a o u sse t-B o u lb o n  i n  18 5 6 . A l a r g e  p a r t  o f  th e  

se co n d  e d i t i o n  i n  1859 was s i g n i f i c a n t l y  b o u g h t 

by J .  B. J e c k e r ,  R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n 's  S w iss  f i n a n -
p

c i e r .  I n  J a n u a r y ,  1861 , th e  Due de M om y, 

p r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  c o rp s  l é g i s l a t i f ,  s e n t  an  a g e n t  to  

M exico f o r  in f o r m a t io n  a b o u t h i s  own p e r s o n a l  

in v e s tm e n ts  i n  J e c k e r  bonds and m in e s .^  J e c k e r  th e n  

w en t to  P a r i s ,  d i s t r i b u t e d  c o p ie s  o f  M a d e l in e 's  bookj 

w h ich  g l o r i f i e d  R a o u sse t-B o u lb o n  a s  a  v a l i a n t  

F re n c h  p a t r i o t ,  w ronged by  th e  M exican g o v e rn m en t.

^ B a n c ro f t ,  N o r th  M exican  S t a t e s , I I ,  6 9 2 .

^ J ,  B. J e c k e r  t o  C o n t i ,  Chef du C a b in e t  de 
l 'E m p e r e u r ,  D ecem ber 8 , I 8 6 9 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  A. P o u le t-  
M a la s s i s ,  é d . .  P a p ie r s  s e c r e t s  e t  c o rre sp o n d a n c e  du 
Second  E m p ire . R é im p re s s io n  co m p le te  de l ' é d i t i o n  
de 1 ' im p r im e r ie  n a t i o n a l e ,  a n n o té e  e t  augm entée  de 
n o m b reu ses  p i è c e s  p u b l i é e s  a  l ' é t r a n g e r ,  e t  
r e c u e i l l i e s  p a r  A. P o u le t - M a la s s i s  (3d  é d . ; P a r i s  1 
G hio e t  c^®, IÔ 7 3 ) .  PP- 1 -3 .
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and  e m p h a s iz e d  h i s  e a r l i e r  f i n a n c i a l  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i th  

th e  d e c e a s e d  F re n c h  C o u n t.^  He th e n  f o r m a l ly  ex 

ch an g e d  h i s  c la im s  i n  S o n o ra  f o r  a  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  two 

m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  fro m  P r a n c e .^

J e c k e r  o p p o r t u n i s t i c a l l y  s o u g h t  F re n c h  i n f lu e n c e  

an d  pow er t o  p r o t e c t  h i s  M exican  in v e s tm e n ts  and 

p r o j e c t e d  f i n a n c i a l  v e n t u r e s ,  w h ich  w ere  

com plex  and  c o m p re h e n s iv e . A num ber o f  h i s  l e t t e r s ,  

i n t e r c e p t e d  and  t u r n e d  o v e r  t o  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  

g o v e rn m e n t, r e f e r r e d  to  p l a n s  i n v o lv in g  r a i l r o a d s ,  

c a n a l  b u i l d i n g ,  p r o v i s i o n i n g  o f  t h e  F re n c h  arm y.

B a n c r o f t ,  N o r th  M exican  S t a t e s , I I ,  6 9 2 . 
T h ro u g h o u t t h e  1 8 5 0 's ,  tw o o t h e r  b o o k s , i n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  M a d e l in e 's ,  w ere  p u b l i s h e d  a b o u t  R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n : 
L a c h a p e l l e ,  Le com te de R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n ; an d  
L a m b e r t ie ,  Le dram e de S o n o ra . A lso  p u b l i s h e d  i n  
th e  1 8 5 0 's ,  n o te w o r th y  f o r  t h e i r  l a t e r  i n f l u e n c e ,  
a r e  G a b r ie l  F e r r y ,  I m p r e s s io n s  de v o y a g e s  e t  a v en 
t u r e s  d a n s  l e  M ex iq u e , l a  h a u te  C a l i f o r n i e  e t  l e s  
r é g i o n s  de l ' o r . P a r i s ,  1Ô51: and  M a th ie u  de iP ossey ,
Le M exiqu e .  P a r i s .  1857» A se c o n d  e d i t i o n  o f  P o s s e y 's  
w o rk , o f t e n  q u o te d  i n  J e c k e r ' s  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  was 
p u b l i s h e d  i n  P a r i s  i n  1862 .

^ J e c k e r  s o l d  t h e  F re n c h  g o v e rn m en t h i s  c la im s  
i n  S o n o ra  f o r  a b o u t  1 0 ,6 0 0 ,0 0 0  f r a n c s .  P a u l  G a u lo t ,
L a v e r i t e  s u r  1 ' e x p e d i t i o n  d u  M ex ique, d ' a p r è s  l e s  
d o cu m en ts  i n e ^ t s  de Ë r n e s t  L o u e t .  p a v e u r  e n  c h e f  du  
c o r p s  e x p é d i t i o n n a i r e  v o l s . ;  ï ^ a r l s :  P .  O l l e n d o r f f .
TS9Ô), -----
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and  c o l l e c t i n g  o f  custom  d u t i e s . ^  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  

h i s  m in e r a l  c la im s  i n  S o n o ra , J e c k e r  a l s o  owned 

m in e s , l a n d ,  a n d  c o n c e s s io n s  i n  o t h e r  a r e a s  o f  

M e x ico .^

J e c k e r  becam e f i n a n c i a l l y  in v o lv e d  w i th  b o th  

th e  F re n c h  and w i th  th e  f a b l e d  m in e ra l  w e a l th  o f  

S o n o ra  i n  1852- A lm ost a  y e a r  b e f o r e  R a o u s s e t -  

B oulbon ' s  f i r s t  t r i p  t o  M exico C i ty ,  t h e  F re n c h  

M in i s t e r  to  M exico h ad  made a  d e n u n c io  a t  San 

I g n a c io  o f  a  m ine o f  A r iz o n a  i n  n o r t h e r n  S o n o ra .

He r e c e i v e d  th e  c o n c e s s io n  to  t h i s  m ine on J a n u a ry  

1 7 , 1 8 5 2 , a  m onth  b e f o r e  th e  F ren ch  C ount l e f t  San  

F r a n c i s c o .  When R a o u sse t-B o u lb o n  a r r i v e d ,

L e v a s s e u r  recom m ended him  to  t h e  b a n k in g  h o u se  o f  

Jeck e r^  de l a  T o r re  and  Company, w h ich  h a d  e x p re s s e d  

an  i n t e r e s t  i n  f i n a n c in g  th e  F re n c h  M i n i s t e r ' s  m in in g

^T hese  l e t t e r s  a re  r e p r i n t e d  i n  House E x ec u - 
t i v e  D ocum ents, Doc. No. 2 5 . 37^ C o n g .. ^d s e s s . . 
S ër7 -5^F "rT éY ,"  p p .  1 2 -2 5 -

7
'H is  h o ld in g s  i n  J a l i s c o  an d  T e h u a n te p e c  a r e  

n o te d  i n  M. M a ld o n a d o -K o e rd e ll , "La O bra de l a  com
m is s io n  s c i e n t i f i q u e  du  F fex iq u e ,"  A r tu ro  A rn a iz  y  F re g  
an d  C laude  B a t a i l l o n ,  e d s . .  La i n t e r v e n c i d n  f r a n e e s a  
y  e l  im -perio  de M a x im ilia n o ; C ien  a n o s  d e s p u ^ s ,  1 8 6 2 -

(M dx ico , D. F . i  A s o c ia c id h  M exicana de Ü u s to r i a d o r e s  ; 
I n s t i t u t e  F r a n c e s  de A m erica  L a t i n a ,  1965)» p .  164- H is  
c la im  t o  th e  S a n ta  Anna m ine i s  n o te d  b y  th e  C om isid n  
C i e n t f f i c a  d e JP achuca , 1864 , d i r i g i d a  n o r  e l  
i n g e n i e r o  Mamon A im araz (M éx ico t J -  fi- a n a ra d e  y  
P - E s c a l a n t e ,  1 8 6 ^ ) ,  p -  11 5 .
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c o n c e s s io n .®  H av ing  fo rm ed  th e  Compafiaa R e s t a u r a d o ra  

de l a  M ina de l a  A r iz o n a , a  s u b s i d i a r y  o f  Je ck e r^  

de l a  T o rre  an d  Company, J e c k e r  p e r c e iv e d  R a o u s s e t -  

B oulbon a s  u s e f u l  i n  e x p lo r in g  and  e x p l o i t i n g  m in es  

i n  S o n o ra .9

A c c o rd in g  to  t h e  c o n t r a c t  b e tw e e n  J e c k e r  an d  

R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n , th e  l a t t e r  w ould  r e c e iv e  o n e - h a l f  

o f  th e  l a n d ,  m in es  an d  p l a c e r s  t h a t  he  l o c a t e d  and  

d e s c r i b e d ,  and  th e  o t h e r  h a l f  w ou ld  go to  th e  

Com pania R e s ta u r a d o r a ^ whose m em bers, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  

J e c k e r ,  in c lu d e d  im p o r ta n t  Frenchm en and  M e x ica n s : 

L e v a s s e u r ,  th e  F re n c h  I & n is te r  to  M exico ; J o s e  G a lv o , 

F re n c h  v i c e - c o n s u l  a t  Guaym as; M ariano  A r i s t a ,  

p r e s i d e n t  o f  M exico ; a n d  J o s e  de A g u i l a r ,  g o v e rn o r

Q
L a c h a p e l l e ,  Le com te de R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n , 

p .  8 7 ; L a m b e r t ie ,  Le dram e de S o n o ra , p-p. 1 4 - l 7 .

^E1 S o n o re n s e . S ep tem b er 2 4 , 1 8 3 2 , i n  
P i n ^ t  T r a n s c r i p t s . É o n o ra . V, 6 7 -5 8 . V ig n eau x  
c la im e d  t h a t  R a o u s s e t-b o u lb o n  a c t u a l l y  fo rm ed  th e  
com pany, w i th  J e c k e r  & Company f o r  n o m in a l h e a d .
He i s  p r o b a b ly  r e f e r r i n g  t o  th e  Com pagnie de S o n o re , 
B a n c r o f t ,  N o r th  M exican  S t a t e s . IT ,  é “ è .  i t  was 
J e c k e r  who p a id  f o r  dam ages i n c u r r e d  by  R a o u s s e t -  
B oulbon d u r in g  h i s  1852 e x p e d i t i o n  t o  S o n o ra . E l  
S o n o re n s e , Decem ber 3 ,  1 8 5 2 , i n  P i n a r t  T r a n s c r i i ^ s ,  
S o n o r a :  V: 1 2 8 .  ^
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o f  S o n o ra . O th e r  M ex icans i n  s t r a t e g i c  p o s i t i o n s  

o f  a u t h o r i t y  w ere a l s o  s to c k h o ld e r s  i n  th e  com pany. 

P l a c in g  # 3 5 ,0 0 0  a t  th e  d i s p o s a l  o f  R a o u sse t-B o u lb o n  

i n  J u l y ,  1852 , th e  C om pania R e s ta u r a d o r a  a s s u r e d  him  

o f  an  a d d i t i o n a l  #2 5 ,0 0 0  f o r  h i s  e x p e d i t i o n .  

R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n  th e n  fo rm ed  th e  Com pagnie de S o n o re  

i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  o b t a i n i n g  h i s  h a l f  o f  th e  l a n d
12an d  m in es  a s  d e te rm in e d  by  h i s  c o n t r a c t  w i th  J e c k e r .  

T h is  com pany, t o  e x i s t  u n t i l  J a n u a r y  1 ,  1 8 5 6 , w as 

f o r m a l ly  d i s s o l v e d  u n d e r  M exican  p r e s s u r e  i n  

N ovem ber, 1 8 5 2 .

E l  S o n o re n s e , S e p tem b er 1 7 , 1 8 5 2 , i b i d . .
V, 6 0 . V i l l a .  Ë i s t o r i a  d e l  E s ta d o  de S o n o ra . ç2d é d . ;  
H e r m o s i l lo ,  S o n o ra : E d i t o r i a l  S o n o ra , 1 9 5 l)»  P« 2 1 7 ;
C oppey, E l  c o n d e . p .  1 0 .  I t  i s  im p o r ta n t  to  n o te  t h a t  
L e v a s s e u r  w ith d re w  fro m  th e  e n t e r p r i s e  b e f o r e  R a o u s s e t -  
B ou lbon  la n d e d  a t  G uaym as, b u t  h e  c o n t in u e d  t o  s u p p o r t  
t h e  F ren ch m an , t h u s  n e g a t in g  th e  c h a rg e  t h a t  h e  su p 
p o r t e d  R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n  o n ly  f o r  h i s  own f i n a n c i a l  
g a in .  See L e v a s s e u r  t o  C a lv o , M ex ico , A p r i l  1 9 , 1 8 5 2 , 
c i t e d  by  V ^ l ly s ,  F re n c h  i n  S o n o ra , p .  7 6 1 , an d  V ^ l l y s ’ 
e v a l u a t i o n  o f  L e v a s s e u r .  i b i d . .  p p .  2 2 7 -2 2 8 .

^ ^ B a n c r o f t ,  N o r th  M exican  S t a t e s . I I ,  677 u .

^ ^ I b i d . ; W y lly s , F re n c h  i n  S o n o ra , p .  1 5 0 .

^ ^ " U ltim o s  d i a s  d e l  g o b ie rn o  de  M ariano  
A r i s t a .  D ia r io  de l o s  a c o n te c im ie n to s  que p r e c e d i e r o n  
y  ̂ S ig u ie r  on a  l a  caJida  de A r i s t a , "  r e p r i n t e d  i n  L iM a  
D ia z , V e rs io n  f r a n e e s a  de  M exico : In fo rm e s  d ip lo m a t ic o s
(4  v o l s . ;  M ex ico : k l  C o le g io  de M ex ico , 1 3 6 5 -1 ^ 5 7 ; ,  I ,
p .  1 8 . See s u p r a , p p .  1 0 0 -1 0 1 .
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Two y e a r s  a f t e r  R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n 's  e x e c u tio n  

in  185^1 J e c k e r  o b ta in e d  even  m ore c o n c e s s io n s .  He 

a r r a n g e d  w ith  th e  M exican go v ern m en t t o  su rv e y  th e  

p u b l ic  dom ain o f  S o n o ra  i n  A u g u s t, I 8 5 6 ; i n  r e t u r n ,
I k

he was to  r e c e iv e  o n e - t h i r d  o f  th e  la n d  he su rv e y e d .

In  d e f ia n c e  o f  th e  c e n t r a l  g o v e rn m e n t, how ever, on 

May 1 7 , 1 8 5 9 » G o verno r P e s q u e i r a  e x p e l le d  th e  J e c k 

e r  s u r v e y o r s . d e c k e r ' s  c o n t r a c t  w i th  P r e s id e n t  

C om onfort was th e n  deemed n u l l  and  v o id ,  b u t  he 

p e r s i s t e n t l y  m a in ta in e d  c la im s  to  o n e - t h i r d  o f  th e  

p u b l i c  l a n d  he had  su rv e y e d , a s  re im b u rse m e n t o f  

e x p e n s e s .

I k
The Je c k e r-G o m o n fo r t  c o n t r a c t  c o n c e rn in g  

th e  s u rv e y  o f  S o n o ra  was s ig n e d  on Decem ber 19 ,
1 8 5 6 . S o b a rz o , C ro n ic a  de l a  a v e n tu r a  de R a o u s s e t-  
B oulbon en  S o n o ra , p .  1 3 ; G a u lo t .  La v é r i t é '  s u r  
l 'e x p é d i t i o n  du~M exique. I ,  219 .

^ ^ G a u lo t ,  La v e r i t e  s u r  l 'e x p é d i t i o n  du M ex ique. 
I ,  2 1 9 .

l ^ B a n c r o f t ,  N o rth  M exican  S t a t e s ,  I I ,  6 7 6 ,
6 9 5 . The p a r t i c i p a n t s  and  c la im s  a r e  i n t r i c a t e l y  
in v o lv e d .  F o r  U n ite d  S t a t e s  c i t i z e n s  in v o lv e d  in  
th e  J e c k e r  c la im s ,  se e  "C la im s A g a in s t  M exico U nder 
th e  C o n v e n tio n  o f  1868" (201  e n v e lo p e s  and  5 v o l s . ) .  
R eco rd s  o f  B oundary  and C la im s C om m issions and 
A r b i t r a t i o n s , N a t io n a l  A rc h iv e s ,  RG 76 . T h is  
i n c lu d e s  th e  c la im  o f  th e  Lower C a l i f o r n i a  Company 
t h a t  o p e ra te d  u n d e r  th e  c o n c e s s io n  g r a n te d  to  
J e c k e r .  The Lower C a l i f o r n i a  Company g r a n t  i s  i n  
th e  H u n tin g to n  L ib r a r y ,  San M arin o , C a l i f o r n i a .
F o r  l i s t  o f  c la im a n ts  and  N a tu re  o f  C la im s, se e  
S e n a te  E x e c u tiv e  D ocum ents. Doc. No. 3]^ 4 4 th  C o n g ., 
2d s e s s .



137

Even b e fo r e  th e  J e c k e r  s u rv e y o r s  w ere ex 

p e l l e d  from  S o n o ra , F re n c h  d ip lo m a ts  r e v e a le d  an 

i n t e r e s t  i n  t h i s  n o r th e r n  s t a t e .  I n  A p r i l ,  I 8 5 8 , 

th e  F re n c h  M in i s t e r ,  A le x is  de G à b r ia c ,  in fo rm e d  

F re n c h  F o re ig n  M in i s t e r  W alew ski a b o u t  th e  "d e 

p l o r a b l e  a n a rc h y "  t h e r e  due to  th e  p o l i t i c a l  fe u d s  

i n  S o n o ra  b e tw een  th e  f o l lo w e r s  o f  J e s u s  G ^ id a ra  

and I g n a c io  P e s q u e i r a .  G a b r ia c ,  u n l ik e  h i s  p re d e 

c e s s o r ,  L e v a s s e u r ,  o r  h i s  s u c c e s s o r ,  S a l ig n y ,  had 

no  p e r s o n a l  f i n a n c i a l  in v o lv e m e n ts  w ith  J e c k e r .

He d id ,  how ever, deem S o n o ra  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  im jportance 

to  th e  Q uai d 'O rs a y  to  r e l a t e ,  r e g u l a r l y ,  th e  i n s t a 

b i l i t y  t h e r e .  A lso  i n  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  he  r e v e a le d  an 

e v e n t  o f  f u t u r e  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  M anuel E scan d o n , 

a  M exican f i n a n c i e r ,  who l a t e r  s u p p o r te d  N apo leon , 

had  s u b l e t — to  A m erican  e n g in e e r s — h i s  c o n t r a c t  f o r  

th e  p ro p o se d  r a i l r o a d  from  V e ra c ru z  to  M exico C i ty .  

G a b r ia c  n o te d  t h a t  t h i s  w ould p r o v id e  "an  e x c e l l e n t  

o p p o r tu n i ty  . . .  o f  p r e p a r in g  th e  way f o r  an  i n 

v a s i o n ,"  a l th o u g h  he d id  n o t  i n d i c a t e  by  whom.^?

T h is  E scandon  c o n t r a c t ,  a p p a r e n t ly  r e n e g o t i a t e d  

i n  1861 w i th  J u a r e z ,  was ced ed  to  th e  F re n c h  in

G a b r ia c  -̂ o W alew sk i, A p r i l  1 1 , I 8 5 8 , r e p r i n t e d  
in  D ia z , V e rs io n  f r a n c e s a . I I ,  I I - I 3 .
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1862.18

I n  th e  m id s t  o f  th e  c i v i l  w ar, G a b ria c  co n 

s i s t e n t l y  r e p o r t e d  th e  " d e v a s ta t io n "  and  v u ln e r a 

b i l i t y  o f  M e x ico .1^ He was p a r t i c u l a r l y  a la rm e d  

by P r e s id e n t  B u c h a n a n 's  e x p a n s io n i s t  t a l k ,  w hich  

i n d ic a t e d  t h a t  M exico n eed ed  a  " p r o t e c to r "  a n d , a t  

th e  same t im e , r e i t e r a t e d  e n fo rc e m e n t o f  th e  Monroe 

D o c tr in e .  T h is  a l s o  u p s e t  M exican c o n s e r v a t iv e s  

an d , i n  b o th  D ecem ber, I 8 5 8 , and  in  A p r i l ,  1839 ,

a  d e le g a t io n  a p p e a le d  to  N apoleon  f o r  h e lp  i n  en d -
20in g  M e x ic o 's  " im m oral and  d i s a s t r o u s  r e v o l u t i o n . "

I t  a p p e a re d  c e r t a i n  to  G a b r ia c , an e v id e n c e d  by

h i s  d e s p a tc h e s  th ro u g h o u t  1859» t h a t  th e  U n ite d
21S t a t e s  w ould soon  a b s o rb  S o n o ra  and C h ihuahua .

18 F o r f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s io n  and r a m i f i c a t i o n s  o f  
t h i s ,  se e  p p . 1 5 5 -1 5 6 .

1 Q
~ ^S ee , f o r  ex am p le , G a b ria c  to  W alew ski, M exico 

C i ty ,  ;June 11 and J u l y  2 , I 8 5 8 , r e p r i n t e d  in  D ia z , 
V e rs io n  f r a n c e s a . I I ,  p p . 2 0 -2 2 ; 2 6 -2 8 .

20  ̂ 'C om unicacion  d e l  p a r t i d o  c o n s e rv a d o r  m ex i-
cano a  N apo leon  I I I ,  M exico C i ty ,  D ecem ber 15» 1 ^5 8 ;
C a r ta  d e l  p a r t i d o  c o n s e rv a d o r  m exicano  a  N apo leon
I I I ,  A p r i l  2 7 , 1 8 5 9 , r e p r i n t e d  in  i b i d . ,  6 0 -6 4 ;
7 9 -8 2 .

21S ee , f o r  ex am p le , G a b ria c  to  W alew ski, M exico 
C i ty ,  J a n u a ry  1 , May 1 , November 27 and  Decem ber 1 , 
1 8 5 9 » r e p r i n t e d  i n  i b i d . . 5 8 -6 4 ; 8 8 -8 9 ; 1 1 9 -1 2 3 .
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B oth th e  c o n s e r v a t iv e  and  l i b e r a l  M exican 

f a c t i o n s  n eed ed  money. On O c to b e r 29» 1859» th e  

S w iss f i n a n c i a l  house  o f  J .  B, J e c k e r  and Company 

l e n t  th e  c o n s e r v a t iv e  Miramon $1 , 500»000  i n  r e t u r n  

f o r  $15»00 0 ,0 0 0  in  M exican t r e a s u r y  b o n d s .

J u a r e z ,  e q u a l ly  n e ed y , a c c e p te d  th e  o f f e r  o f  th e  

U n ite d  S t a t e s  m i n i s t e r  to  M exico, R o b e r t  MacLane, 

who p ro p o se d  paym ent o f  f o u r  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s ,  in  

exchange  f o r  c o n s id e r a b le  p r i v i l e g e s  i n  S onora  

and  o t h e r  p o r t io n s  o f  M e x i c o . T h i s  MacLane-  

Ocampo t r e a t y ,  s ig n e d  Decem ber 1 4 , 1859» was n e v e r  

r a t i f i e d  by th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  S e n a te .  However, 

S a l ig n y  was e x tre m e ly  d i s t r e s s e d  o v e r  th e s e  p ro -

2 2  /  X^ V ic e n te  P u e n te s  D ia z , La in te r v e n c io n  e u ro p a  
en  Me^xico. 1861-62  (M exico* n . p . ,  1 9 ^ 2 ) , p .  6 ? .
Bonds p a y in g  6% i n t e r e s t  w ere i s s u e d  t o  ^the am ount 
o f  7 5 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  f r a n c s .  In  r e t u r n ,  Miramon was g iv e n  
3 ,0 9 4 ,6 4 0  f r a n c s  i n  c a s h , 4 ,3 4 4 ,5 0 0  f r a n c s  in  v a r io u s  
b o n d s , custom  house o r d e r s ,  m i l i t a r y  s u p p l i e s ,  and 
3 3 ,0 0 0  f r a n c s  in  d iv e r s e  c r e d i t s  and  p a y m e n ts . In  
1862 th e  f r a n c  s to o d  a t  $0 .1931*  B ock, T r i p a r t i t e  
C o n v e n tio n , p .  613 . The jD c to b e r 2 9 , 1859 , c o n t r a c t  
b e tw een  J e c k e r  and  Miramon i s  r e p r i n t e d  i n  E rn e s to  
de l a  T o r r e ^ V i l l a r ,  e t  a l . , ^ d s . ,  H i s t o r i a  docu
m e n ta l  de M exico (2 voi^s. ; M exico: U n iv e rs id a d
N a c io n a l  Autonoma de M exico, 1 9 6 4 ) , I I ,  312 - 3 1 3 .

^^Z am aco is, H i s t o r i a  de M e.iico . XV, 3 3 7 -3 4 2 .
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p o sed  c o n c e s s io n s ,  w h ich  gave e x te n d e d  r i g h t s  o v e r  

Sonora  to  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s .

On M arch 15» i8 6 0 . C ount D ubois de S a l ig n y  

was d e s ig n a te d  M in i s t e r  P l e n i p o t e n t i a r y ,  b u t he d id  

n o t  a r r i v e  u n t i l  D ecem ber, i8 6 0 .  R em ain ing  i n  M exico 

u n t i l  J u l y ,  G a b r ia c ,  c o n t r a s t i n g  th e  m ines c o n t r o l l e d  

by E n g la n d , R u s s ia ,  S p a in  and  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  to  

F r a n c e 's  l a c k  o f  p r e c io u s  m e ta l s ,  s t a t e d ,  "The d i s 

p r o p o r t io n  w h ich  augm ents day  by day be tw een  g o ld  

and s i l v e r  in f lu e n c e s  o u r  p o p u la t io n  to  a c t  i n  s to p 

p in g  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  from  a c q u i r in g  th e  m ines o f  

New S p a in ."  F u r th e r  s t r e s s  d e v e lo p e d  when th e  Comte 

de l a  L onde, a  F re n c h  b a n k e r a t  V e ra c ru z  and  l a t e r  

c h a rg é ' ad  i n t e r i m , r e p o r t e d  i n  May, i8 6 0 , t h a t  

J e c k e r ,  b r in g in g  " g e n e r a l  c o n s te r n a t io n "  to  th e  

b u s in e s s  com m unity , had  gone b a n k r u p t . I n  a d 

d i t i o n  to  F re n c h  d i s t r e s s  o v e r  th e  MacLane-Ocampo

S a l ig n y  to  T h o u v e n e l, Decem ber 3 1 , 1859; 
J a n u a ry  11 and  J a n u a ry  2 2 , I8 6 0 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  
D ia z , V e rs id h  f r a n c e s a , I I ,  1 2 3 -1 2 8 .

25
G a b ria c  to  T h o u v e n e l, A p r i l  1 1 , i8 6 0 ,  r e 

p r i n t e d  i n  i b i d . , 11|.5-11|8.
26A. de l a  Londe to  T h o u v e n e l, May 2 1 , i8 6 0 , 

r e p r i n t e d  i n  i b i d . ,  163-161}..
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t r e a t y  and th e  J e c k e r  b a n k ru p tc y , J u a r e z  d e f e a te d  

h i s  r i v a l s  and  t r iu m p h a n t ly  e n te r e d  M exico C i ty  on 

J a n u a ry  1 1 , 1 8 6 1 .

M eanw hile , f r a u g h t  w ith  m ean ing  f o r  F r a n c e 's  

c o t to n  s u p p ly ,  w ar t e n s i o n ,  lo n g  a  c o n c e rn  t o  F re n c h  

t e x t i l e  m a n u f a c tu r e r s ,  e s c a l a t e d  i n  th e  U n ite d  

S t a t e s  w ith  th e  s e c e s s io n  o f  S o u th  C a r o l in a  i n  

D ecem ber, i8 6 0 .  D u rin g  t h a t  same m on th , S a l ig n y  

a r r i v e d  i n  M exico C i ty ,  a  few  w eeks ah ea d  o f  Ju a rez^  

and im p o r ta n t  econom ic and  d ip lo m a t ic  e v e n ts  now 

c o in c id e d .  He r e c e iv e d  a  p e t i t i o n  from  one h u n d re d  

and f i f t y  a n x io u s  F re n c h , S w iss , and  B e lg ia n  r e s i 

d e n ts ,  u r g in g  him  to  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  i n  th e  

J e c k e r  b o n d s . N eed in g  i n t e r c e s s i o n  f o r  h i s  f i n a n 

c i a l  a f f a i r s ,  w h ich  in c lu d e d  la n d  c la im s  in  S o n o ra  

and th e  lo a n  t o  M iram on, J e c k e r  was t o l d  by  th e  

S w iss c o n s u l - g e n e r a l  t h a t  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  n o rm a lly  

assum ed d ip lo m a t ic  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  S w iss  c i t i z e n s  

in  M exico . W ith  i n i t i a l  c o m p e ti t io n  b e tw een  su p 

p o r t e r s ,  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  M in i s t e r  d id  in te r v e n e

27'G eo rg e  W. Mathew t o  E ig e r ,  p r i v a t e  and  co n 
f i d e n t i a l ,  J a l a p a ,  F e b ru a ry  1 , I 8 6 l ,  r e p r i n t e d  in  
i b i d . , p p . 2 0 8 -2 0 9 ,
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b r i e f l y  f o r  h im , a l th o u g h  Count D ubois de S a l ig n y ,

in  th e  f i r s t  move to w a rd s  i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  e x te n d e d
?8v ig o ro u s  F re n c h  p r o t e c t i o n  to  th e  S w iss b a n k e r .

A t t h i s  v e ry  t im e , in  a d d i t i o n  to  u n e a s in e s s  a b o u t

f u t u r e  raw  c o t to n  s o u r c e s ,  F r a n c e 's  l a c k  o f  s i l v e r

evoked s t r e n u o u s  demands f o r  e n e r g e t i c  a c t i o n .  The

F re n ch  p r e s s  a g i t a t e d  f o r  a  s o l u t io n  to  th e  s e r i o u s

e x p o r t  o f  sm a ll  c o in ,  and  s t r i d e n t  demands w ere made
29to  th e  g o v ern m en t f o r  a  rem edy.

S a l ig n y  had  i n d i c a t e d  an i n t e r e s t  i n  d e c k e r 's  

f i n a n c i a l  a f f a i r s  even  b e fo r e  he l e f t  F ra n c e . A f t e r  

h i s  a p p o in tm e n t to  M exico , he had  t o l d  X a v ie r  E l -  

s e s s e r ,  d e c k e r ’ s  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w ,  t h a t  th e  c la im s  

w ould p ro b a b ly  be r e s p e c t e d . T h i s  p r o t e c t i o n  

o f  a S w iss  c i t i z e n  by th e  new F re n c h  M i n i s t e r  to  

M exico a ro u s e d  s p e c u la t i o n  ( r e c e n t l y  s u b s t a n t i a t e d )

?8A c co u n ts  o f  S a l i g n y 's  d e fe n s e  o f  d e c k e r  a r e  
i n  K e r a t r y ,  La c ré a n c e  d e c k e r , p p . 1 8 -1 9 ; Bock, 
T r i p a r t i t e  C o n v e n tio n , p p . 9 7 -1 0 0 , 63I - 6 3 2 , 613-  
é l4 ;  House E x e c u tiv e  D ocum ents. Doc. No. 23» 3 7 th  
C ong ., 3d s e s s . ,  p p . 1 -1 1 .

^ ^ W il l i s ,  M onetary  U n io n , p p . 3 3 -3 4 .

^ ^ X a v ie r  E l s e s s e r  t o  M o n tlu c , P o r r e n t r u y ,  
O c to b e r 1 , i8 6 0 ,  r e p r i n t e d  in  M o n tlu c , C o rre sp o n d 
ence  de d u a re z  e t  de M o n tlu c . I ,  4 7 -4 9 .
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a b o u t th e  Due de M o rn y 's  c o n n e c t io n  w i th  J e c k e r . ^  

H ow ever, th e  s u p p o s i t i o n  t h a t  th e  F re n c h  g o v e rn m en t 

w ould  se n d  s i x  th o u s a n d  t r o o p s  t o  M exico i n  1862 

to  r e c o v e r  M o rn y 's  a l l e g e d  c la im  to  t h i r t y  p e r  c e n t  

o f  th e  J e c k e r  bond  p r o f i t s ,  a p p e a rs  u n t e n a b le .  I t  

i s  o f  i n t e r e s t ,  h o w ev er, t h a t  M orny, th e  se co n d  

m ost p o w e r fu l  p e r s o n  i n  F r a n c e ,  e n c o u ra g e d  d e v e lo p 

m ent o f  S o n o r a 's  m in es  th r o u g h  b o th  th e  S w iss  J e a n  

B a p t i s t e  J e c k e r  and  th e  A m erican  W illia m  M cKendree 

Gwin, a  l a t e r  p r o t e g e  o f  N apo leon

The F re n c h  M i n i s t e r  a r r i v e d  i n  M exico C i ty  

w i th  l e t t e r s  a c c r e d i t i n g  him  t o  th e  d e f e a t e d  M iram on. 

S a l ig n y  f a i l e d  i n  h i s  a t t e m p t  to  w i th h o ld  F re n c h  

r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  th e  new g o v ern m en t u n t i l  i t  ac 

kn o w led g ed  th e  J e c k e r  c la im s  a s  a  l e g i t i m a t e  M exican  

d e b t .  J u ë r e z  d e s i r e d  F re n c h  r e c o g n i t i o n ,  b u t  n o t  

d e s p e r a t e l y  enough  to  p a y  f i f t e e n  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .  

H av in g  b e e n  i n  M exico m ore th a n  t h r e e  m on ths w i th o u t

51Nancy N. B a r k e r ,  "The Duke o f  Morny an d  th e  
A f f a i r  o f  th e  J e c k e r  B o n d s ,"  F re n c h  H i s t o r i c a l  
S t u d i e s , V o l. V I, N o. 4  (F a l l , '" l '9 '7 0 ') ,  p p .  5 5 5 -5 6 1 .

^^ I b i d . , p p .  5 5 8 , 56 0 ; C olem an, "G w in ' s  P l a n , "  
O v e r la n d  M o n th ly . X V II ( J u n e ,  1 8 9 1 ) , p .  6 0 6 ; I b i d . ,  
V o l. X V III (A u g u s t,  1 8 9 1 ) , p p . 2 0 4 -2 0 6 .
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b e in g  f o r m a l ly  r e c e i v e d ,  S a l ig n y  c a p i t u l a t e d ,  

p r e s e n t i n g  h i s  c r e d e n t i a l s  on M arch 1 6 , 1 8 6 1 . He 

was a s  y e t  unaw are  t h a t  t e n  d ay s e a r l i e r  th e  F re n c h  

f o r e i g n  m i n i s t e r ,  E d o u a rd  A n to in e  T h o u v e n e l, h a d  

u n e q u iv o c a b ly  d i r e c t e d  him  t o  h ave  th e  J e c k e r  c la im s  

a c k n o w le d g e d .^  The c r i t i c a l  i s s u e s  o f  c o t t o n  and  

s i l v e r  p e rh a p s  i n f lu e n c e d  T h o u v e n e l 's  d i s p a t c h  s in c e  

o n ly  one m onth e a r l i e r ,  i n  F e b ru a ry ,  1 8 6 1 , th e  Con

f e d e r a t e  S t a t e s  o f  A m erica  h ad  b e e n  fo rm e d . A w ar 

b e tw een  th e  S t a t e s  was im m in e n t, and  F ra n c e  d e 

f e n s i v e l y  p r e p a r e d  to  m ee t i t s  e f f e c t s .

M eanw h ile , on t h e  b a s i s  o f  p r e v io u s  i n 

s t r u c t i o n s ,  S a l ig n y  d i l i g e n t l y  t r i e d  to  s e c u re  

M exican  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  th e  J e c k e r  c la im s .  W hile  

n e g o t i a t i o n s  a f f e c t i n g  o t h e r  F re n c h  c la im s  w ere  

im peded  b e c a u se  o f  th e  im p a sse  o v e r  th e  S w iss  b a n k e r 's  

a f f a i r s ,  S a l ig n y  e n g ag e d  i n  a  d ip lo m a t ic  d u e l  w i th  

F r a n c is c o  Z a rc o , J u a r e z '  M in i s t e r  o f  F o r e ig n  R e la 

t i o n s .  Z arco  was an  a d m ira b le  o p p o n e n t. When th e  

F re n c h  M in i s t e r  a rg u e d  " lo u d ly  and  f i r m l y , "  Z arco  

f i n a l l y  a g re e d ,  o r a l l y ,  t h a t  he  w ould  a c c e p t  " i n

^ ^T h o u v en e l t o  S a l ig n y ,  M arch 6 ,  1 8 6 1 , c i t e d  
b y  B ock, T r i p a r t i t e  C o n v e n tio n , p p .  1 0 0 -1 0 1 , 1 2 5 .
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p r i n c i p l e  " M exican  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  b o n d s and  

t h a t  he w ou ld  a r r a n g e  " th e  b a s i s  o f  a  n a t u r e  t o  

s a t i s f y  M, J e c k e r . "  The a m b ig u ity  o f  t h i s  d i d  n o t  

e sc a p e  S a l ig n y  who p r e s s e d  f o r  a  w r i t t e n  g u a r a n t e e .

To t h i s  dem and, h o w e v e r , Z arco  d e f t l y  d e m u rre d  t h a t  

c e r t a i n  d e la y s  w ere  n e c e s s a r y .^ ^  The M exican  G overn

m ent w ould  n o t  r a t i f y  Z a r c o 's  a g re e m e n t, and  

S a l ig n y  becam e m ore b e l l i g e r e n t .  H av in g  r e c o g n iz e d  

J u a r e z  b e f o r e  h e  r e c e i v e d  T h o u v e n e l ' s  e x p l i c i t  

i n s t r u c t i o n s  o f  M arch 6 ,  S a l ig n y  h a d  d e p le t e d  h i s  

d ip lo m a t ic  r e s o u r c e s .  S ix  w eeks a f t e r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  

F re n c h  r e l a t i o n s  w i th  th e  new l i b e r a l  g o v e rn m e n t, 

S a l ig n y  made h i s  f i r s t  o f f i c i a l  r e q u e s t  f o r  a  

F re n c h  f o r c e ,  " s u f f i c i e n t  i n  pow er no m a t t e r  w h a t 

h a p p e n s , f o r  th e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  o u r  i n t e r e s t s .

S ix te e n  d a y s  e a r l i e r ,  t h e  A m erican  c i v i l  w ar h a d  

b e g u n .

^ S a l ig n y  t o  T h o u y e n e l, M esâco C i ty ,  M arch 
2 8 ,  1 8 6 1 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  D ia z , V e rs io n  f r a n c e s a  de 
M ex ico , I I ,  2 2 0 -2 2 3 . See S a l ig n y - ^ a r c o  C o n v e n tio n , 
M arch 2 6 , 1 8 6 1 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  B ock, T r i p a r t i t e  Con
v e n t i o n , A p p en d ix  E , p p .  4 9 1 -4 9 4 .

55^•^S alig n y  to  T h o u v e n e l, M exico C i ty ,
A p r i l  2 8 , 1 8 6 1 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  D ia z , V e r s i ( 6  f r a n c e s a  
de M ex ico , I I ,  p p .  2 3 1 -2 3 5 .
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S h o r t l y  a f t e r  h i s  p l e a  f o r  F re n c h  f o r c e ,  

S a l ig n y  m et w i th  th e  M in i s t e r  o f  F o re ig n  R e la t i o n s  

an d  w ith  J o s e  M a ria  M ata , th e  M i n i s t e r  o f  F in a n c e .  

M ata , a s  a d e p t  a s  Z a rco  a t  m aking  o r a l  p r o m is e s ,  

a s s u r e d  th e  F re n c h  M in i s t e r  t h a t  he  w ou ld  d e fe n d  

th e  J e c k e r  c la im s  i n  th e  M exican  C o n g re s s .  S a l ig n y  

th e n  t h r e a t e n e d  th e  tw o M exican  M in i s t e r s  t h a t  i f  

th e  J e c k e r  c la im s  w ere  n o t  h o n o re d , F ra n c e  m ig h t 

s e v e r  d ip lo m a t i c  r e l a t i o n s ,  w ith  c o n s e q u e n c e s  t h a t  

"w ou ld  l e a d  to  th e  r u i n  o f  y o u r  G overnm ent and  y o u r  

c o u n t r y ."  S ix  d a y s  a f t e r  h i s  c o n fe r e n c e  w i th  Z a rco  

a n d  M ata , th e  F re n c h  M in is te r  a g a in  r e q u e s t e d  h e lp  

fro m  P a r i s .  A s s e r t i n g  t h a t  i f  h i s  g o v e rn m e n t w ould  

se n d  g u n b o a ts  "arm ed  w i th  lo n g - r a n g e  c a n n o n s , . . .  

I  w ould v e ry  w e l l  make th e  d i g n i t y  and  r i g h t s  o f  

F ra n c e  r e s p e c t e d , "  S a l ig n y  p ro p o s e d  t h a t  he  h im s e l f  

b e  a u th o r i z e d  t o  em ploy  t h i s  f o r c e ,  " a c c o rd in g  to  

t h e  n e c e s s i t i e s  o f  c i r c u m s ta n c e s ." ^ ^  The J e c k e r s  

h a d  s u b s t a n t i a l  r e a s o n  to  re m a rk  t h a t  S a l ig n y  was

^ S a l ig n y  t o  T h o u v e n e l, M exico C i ty ,  May 7 
an d  May 9 , 1 8 6 1 , c i t e d  by  B ock, T r i p a r t i t e  C o n v e n tio n .
p p .  1 0 1 -1 0 2 .
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"so  u s e f 1 1 1 . C o n c u r r e n t l y  w ith . S a l i g n y 's  dem ands, 

a  m o n e ta ry  d e b a te  e n s u e d  i n  th e  F re n c h  S e n a te  i n  

May, 1 8 5 1 , a b o u t th e  t o t a l  l a c k  o f  s i l v e r  c o in ,  

and  th e  S e n a te  u rg e d  th e  M in i s t r y  o f  F in a n c e  to  t a k e  

" im m ed ia te  a c t i o n "  t o  r e c t i f y  th e  s h o r ta g e .^ ®  

F ra n c o -M e x ic a n  r e l a t i o n s  c o n t in u e d  to  

d e t e r i o r a t e .  Z arco  r e s o r t e d  t o  h i s  p r e v i o u s ly  

s u c c e s s f u l  t a c t i c ,  d e l a y .  The p ro b le m , he  i n s i s t e d ,  

was t h a t  he  l a c k e d  a u t h o r i t y ;  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  F re n c h  

c la im s  h a d  to  b e  a p p ro v e d  by  th e  M exican  C o n g re ss  

w h ich  h a d  n o t  y e t  c o n v e n e d . T h is  f a i l e d  t o  m o l l i f y  

S a l ig n y  who t e n a c i o u s l y  dem anded w r i t t e n  g u a r a n t e e s .  

Z arco  f i n a l l y  a p p e a re d  to  su b m it  when he w ro te  t o  

th e  F re n c h  M i n i s t e r  t h a t  M exico w ou ld  a d h e re  t o  

" th e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  la w ."  I n  n e e d  o f  

a  d ip lo m a t ic  t r iu m p h , S a l ig n y  p r e m a tu r e ly  e x u l t e d  

o v e r  t h i s  " w r i t t e n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  t h a t

•"L o u is  E l s e s s e r ,  nephew of J .  B. J e c k e r , 
to  J .  B. J e c k e r , A ugust, 5 1 , 1 8 6 2 , r e p r in te d  in  
House E x ecu tiv e  Documents. Doc. N o. 2 5 . 57tt C ong.. 
3 a 's e s s . ,  8 e r .  "S e t 1161, p . 12 .

 ̂  ̂ H o rn , "La c r i s e  m o n é ta i r e ,"  J o u r n a l  d e s
é c o n o m is te s . XXI, p p . 6 -7 .
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we a re  d e f e n d i n g . H i s  e l a t i o n  was s h o r t - l i v e d .

To h i s  d ism a y , M exican  F o r e ig n  M i n i s t e r s  r e s i g n e d

w i th  s t a r t l i n g  r a p i d i t y .  Z a rc o , fro m  whom he  h a d

f i n a l l y  e x t r a c t e d  a  w r i t t e n  s t a t e m e n t ,  r e s i g n e d
40e i e h t  d a y s  l a t e r ,  on May 9» 1 8 6 1 . H is  s u c c e s s o r ,  

L eon Guzman, w ou ld  n o t  a c c e p t  Z a r c o 's  c o n c e s s io n ,  

a l th o u g h  he  a s s u r e d  S a l ig n y  t h a t  h e  w ould  a l s o  

r e s i g n  i f  u n a b le  t o  s e t t l e  th e  J e c k e r  c la im s .

Guzman d u ly  r e s i g n e d  on Ju n e  1 7 . F o r  a lm o s t  a  

m on th , u n t i l  J u l y  1 5 , t h e r e  was no  M exican  F o re ig n  

M in i s t e r ;  th e  c h a rg e  a d  i n t e r i m , P a l a c io  y  M a g a ro la , 

s k i l l f u l l y  m a in ta in e d  t h a t  he  h a d  no a u t h o r i t y  t o  

d e c id e  a n y th in g  c o n c e rn in g  F re n c h  a f f a i r s .  S a l ig n y ,  

in c e n s e d  a t  th e s e  d i s a p p e a r in g  F o r e ig n  r t l n i s t e r s  who 

so  a d e p t ly  a b ju r e d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  c o m p la in e d

^ ^ S a l ig n y  t o  T h o u v e n e l, M exico C i ty ,  May 9 , 
1 8 6 1 , c i t e d  b y  B ock , T r i p a r t i t e  C o n v e n tio n , p p .  
1 0 1 -1 0 2 , 6 3 5 .

^ ^ S a l ig n y  to  T h o u v e n ^ ,  M exico C i ty ,  May 1 8 , 
1 8 6 1 , M ex ico , r e p r i n t e d  i n  D ia z , V e rs io n  f r a n c e s a  
de M ex ico , I I ,  p p .  2 3 8 -2 4 1 .

41S a l ig n y  to  T h o u v e n e l, M exico C i ty ,  Ju n e  2 2 , 
1 8 6 1 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  i b i d . . I I ,  p p .  2 5 2 -2 5 6 .
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t h a t  n e g o t i a t i o n  a b o u t  F re n c h  c la im s  was a  "bad.
42jo k e  t h a t  >>as l a s t e d  to o  lo n g ."

I n t e r m i t t e n t l y  t h r e a t e n i n g  M exico w ith  

t e r m in a t io n  o f  F re n c h  d ip lo m a t ic  r e l a t i o n s ,  S a l ig n y  

i n c r e a s i n g l y  p u n c tu a te d  h i s  d e s p a tc h e s  to  P a r i s  

w i th  a p p e a ls  f o r  f o r c e . O n  J u l y  1 7 , 1861 , th e  

f i n a n c i a l l y  h a r a s s e d  M exican  C o n g re ss  p a s s e d  a  law  

s u s p e n d in g  i n t e r e s t  paym en t on  a l l  f o r e i g n  d e b ts  f o r  

two y e a r s .  In  t h e  s to rm y  p e r i o d  t h a t  f o l lo w e d ,  th e  

F re n c h  M i n i s t e r  c la im e d  t h a t  th e  M exican  law  was a
4 4"new i n s u l t ,  f r e e  and  p r e m e d i ta te d  a g a i n s t  F r a n c e ."

A b r a s iv e ly  dem and ing  a n n u lm e n t o f  th e  law  w i t h in

tw e n ty - f o u r  h o u r s ,  S a l ig n y  s e v e r e d  d ip lo m a t ic
46r e l a t i o n s  on  J u l y  2 5 , 1 8 6 1 .

F o u r d a y s  l a t e r ,  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  M in i s t e r  

to  M ex ico , Thomas C o rw in , s u g g e s te d  t h a t  h i s  c o u n t r y

4?S a l ig n y  t o  T h o u v e n e l, M exico C i ty ,  N o. 5 2 , 
Ju n e  2 9 , 1 8 6 1 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  i b i d . , I I ,  p p . 2 5 8 -2 6 0 .

46̂ S a l ig n y  t o  T h o u v e n e l, M exico C i ty ,  J u l y  1 7 , 
1 8 6 1 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  i b i d . ,  I I ,  p p .  2 6 0 -2 6 2 .

44S a l ig n y  t o  T h o u v e n e l, M exico C i ty ,  J u l y  2 7 , 
1 8 6 1 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  i b i d . . I I ,  2 6 2 -2 6 7 .

^ ^ V il l ia m  S pence  R o b e r ts o n , "The T r i p a r t i t e  
T r e a ty  o f  L o n d o n ,"  H is p a n ic  A m erican  H i s t o r i c a l  
R ev iew . XX (M ay, 1 9 4 Ü ;, p .  l é 8 .
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l e n d  money to  M exico f o r  e r a d i c a t i o n  o f  i t s  f o r e i g n  

d e b t s .  The c o l l a t e r a l  Corw in recom m ended was a l l  

p u b l i c  l a n d s  and  m in e r a l  r i g h t s  i n  S o n o ra , Low er 

C a l i f o r n i a ,  C h ih u a h u a , and  S in a lo a .  He f o r t h r i g h t l y  

w ro te  S ew ard , " T h is  w ould  p ro b a b ly  end  i n  t h e  c e s s i o n  

o f  th e  s o v e r e i g n t y  t o  u s .  I t  w ould  be c e r t a i n  to  

en d  th u s  i f  th e  money w ere n o t  p ro m p tly  p a id  a s  

a g re e d  o n . T h e  g o a ls  o f  R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n , J e c k e r ,  

and  h a p o le o n  I I I  t h u s  r e s e m b le d  th o s e  o f  C o rw in , who 

re m in d e d  h i s  s e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e  o f  t h e  r e c e n t  d i s -  

c o v e r i e s  o f  m in e r a l  w e a l th  i n  S o n o ra . Sew ard 

th e n  t o l d  L o rd  L y o n s , B r i t i s h  M i n i s t e r  a t  W a sh in g to n , 

t h a t  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  w ould  p a y  t h e  tw o y e a r s  

i n t e r e s t  on a l l  M ex ican  fo T 'e ig n  d e b t s ,  i n  ex ch an g e  

f o r  m o rtg a g e s  on c e r t a i n  M exican  t e r r i t o r y .  When 

C orw in  r e l a t e d  t h i s  t o  J u a r e z ,  h o w e v e r , th e  o f f e r

46Thomas C orw in  t o  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  S ew ard , 
J u l y  2 9 , 1 8 6 1 , ITA, S t a t e ,  D e sp a tc h e s  fro m  U n i te d  
S t a t e s  M i n i s t e r s  t o  M exico (1 8 2 3 -1 9 0 6 ) , V o l. X ZV III 
(D ecem ber 2 1 , 1 8 5 9 -P e b ru a ry  5 , 1 8 6 2 ) ,  M ic ro co p y  9 7 , 
R o l l  2 9 .

47C orw in  t o  S ew ard , A u g u s t 2 8 , 1 8 6 1 , i b i d .
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48was d e c l i n e d .  S ix  m on ths l a t e r ,  w i th  F re n c h , 

S p a n is h  a n d  B r i t i s h  t r o o p s  a c t u a l l y  on  M exican  

s o i l ,  J u a r e z  c h a n g e d  h i s  m ind  an d  s ig n e d  a  t r e a t y  

w i th  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  on  A p r i l  6 ,  1 8 6 2 , T h is  

f u r t h e r  a g i t a t e d  th e  F re n c h ,  who h e a t e d l y  p r o t e s t e d —

on th e  h a s i s  t h a t  t h e y  h ad  c la im s  to  th e  l a n d  p ro - .
40

p o se d  a s  c o l l a t e r a l ,  ^

The J e c k e r  c la im s  and  M e x ic o 's  s u s p e n s io n  

o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p a y m e n ts  s e r v e d  a s  p r e t e x t s  

f o r  F re n c h  i n t e r v e n t i o n .  When L o rd  C ow ley,

B r i t i s h  M i n i s t e r  t o  F r a n c e ,  p r o t e s t e d  th e  e x o r b i t a n t  

dem ands and  N a p o le o n 's  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  J e c k e r ,  th e  

F re n c h  E m peror a d m i t te d  t h a t  he  h im s e l f  h a d  i n s i s t e d  

th e  c la im s  be made e x c e s s i v e ,  t o  p r o h i b i t  J u a r e z ' 

a c c e p ta n c e  o f  a  s e t t l e m e n t , T h i s  i s  c o r r o b o r a te d

48 C orw in  r e c e i v e d  th e s e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  on 
S e p tem b er 2 7 , 1 8 6 1 , B a n c r o f t ,  H i s to r y  o f  M ex ico ,
V I, p p , 2 2 -2 3 n ,

^^Rom ero t o  S ew ard , F e b ru a ry  6 ,  1 8 6 5 , r e 
m in d in g  S ew ard  o f  th e  F re n c h  p r o t e s t s  o f  A p r i l  1 5 , 
1 8 6 2 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  U , S , H o u se , D ip lo m a tic  C o rre 
sp o n d e n ce  . V o l, I ,  P a r t  I I I ,  N o, 1 ,  39*  ̂ d o n g , ,  1 s t  
s e s s , ,  S e r .  S e t  1 2 4 6 , p p .  5 0 0 -5 0 2 ,

^^C o w ley -N ap o leo n  I I I  C o n v e r s a t io n ,  M arch 8 ,  
1 8 6 2 , i n  B ock , T r i p a r t i t e  C o n v e n tio n , p .  4 8 0 , A lso  
s e e  Cowley t o  R u s s e l l ,  M arch l 4 ,  1 8 6 2 , e x t r a c t
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b y  c o r o l l a r y  F re n c h  a c t i o n s .  More th a n  a  m onth  b e 

f o r e  th e  M exican  C o n g re ss  r e f u s e d  t o  h o n o r  t h e  

J e c k e r  c l a im s ,  th e  F re n c h  F o r e ig n  M i n i s t e r  h a d  

i n v e s t i g a t e d  p o t e n t i a l  n a v a l  s u p p o r t . T h e  F re n c h  

M i n i s t e r  o f  M arine  an d  C o lo n ie s  a s s u r e d  T h o u v en e l 

on J u l y  2 ,  1 8 6 1 , f i f t e e n  d a y s  b e f o r e  M exico su s p e n d e d  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t  p a y m e n ts , t h a t  h i s  r e q u e s t  

c o u ld  be s a t i s f i e d .

The f a t e  o f  J .  B. J e c k e r  a n d  h i s  c l a im s ,  

s u p p o r te d  b y  th e  F re n c h  g o v e rn m e n t, s t i m u l a t e d  g r e a t  

i n t e r e s t .  When th e  M exican  g o v e rn m e n t a r r e s t e d  th e  

S w iss  f i n a n c i e r  i n  1 8 6 2 , m i n i s t e r s  fro m  P r u s s i a  t o  

P e ru  p r o t e s t e d .  E ven th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  M i n i s t e r ,

r e p r i n t e d  i n  L u c fa  de R o b in a , R e c o n c i l i a c id n  de 
M exico y  F r a n c i a .  1 8 7 0 -1 8 8 0 , A rc h iv e  H i s t d r i c o  
D ip lo m a tic o  f le x ic a n o ,. ( h e r e i n a f t e r  c i t e d  a s  AHDM),
2d s e r i e s ,  No. 16 (M ex ico : S e c r e t a r i a  de  R e la c io n e s
E x t e r i o r e s ,  1 9 6 3 ) ,  p p .  1 8 8 -1 8 9 ; R u s s e l l  t o  Wyke, 
L ondon , M arch 1 5 , 1 8 6 2 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  M o n tlu c , 
C o rre sp o n d a n c e  de J u a r e z  e t  de  M o n tlu c  % V I, 3 5 8 -3 ^ 0 .

81T h o u v en e l t o  M i n i s t e r  o f  M arin e  a n d  
C o lo n ie s ,  Ju n e  1 2 , 1 8 6 1 , c i t e d  by  B ock, T r i p a r t i t e  
C o n v e n tio n , p .  1 2 3 .

52M i n i s t e r  o f  M arine  an d  C o lo n ie s  t o  
T h o u v e n e l, P a r i s ,  J u l y  2 ,  1 8 6 1 , c i t e d  b y  i b i d . ,
p .  1 2 8 .
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e v o k in g  a  re p r im a n d  from  "both P r e s i d e n t  T .in c o ln  an d  

th e  C o n g re s s , -u n e x p e c te d ly  i n t e r c e d e d  i n  h i s  

b e h a l f . T h e  a l l i e d  in v a s io n  o f  M exico , h o w ev er, 

ex p o se d  d e c k e r 's  c la im s  t o  d i s c e r n i n g  s c r u t i n y .  

S p a n is h ,  B r i t i s h  and  F re n c h  t r o o p s  a r r i v e d  i n  

D ecem ber, 1 8 6 1 , and  i n  J a n u a r y ,  1 8 6 2 . At  th e  

f i r s t  a l l i e d  c o n fe re n c e  i n  Mexico^ on J a n u a ry  9 ,  i t  

was d e c id e d  t h a t  e a c h  m i n i s t e r  s h o u ld  p r e p a r e  a  

l i s t  o f  r e p a r a t i o n s .  A t th e  se c o n d  c o n fe r e n c e ,  

S a l ig n y  e x p re s s e d  th e  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  s e t t i n g  a  

s p e c i f i c  am ount a n d , a s  t h e  o th e r  m i n i s t e r s  w ere i n  

a  s i m i l a r  p r e d ic a m e n t ,  a  m ixed  co m m issio n  was 

p ro p o s e d . S a l ig n y  o p p o se d  t h i s  s u g g e s te d  a r b i t r a 

t i o n ,  an d  a t  th e  t h i r d  c o n f e r e n c e ,  on J a n u a ry  13» 

h e  s e t  F re n c h  c la im s  a t  tw e lv e  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s ,  a  

f i g u r e  t h a t  th e  B r i t i s h  M i n i s t e r  a g re e d  was p r o b a b ly

^ C o r w in  to  J u a n  A n to n io  de l a  F u e n te ,  
M exican  M i n i s t e r  o f  F o r e ig n  A f f a i r s ,  O c to b e r  2 , 
1 8 6 2 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  H ouse E x e c u tiv e  D ocum ents, Doc. 
N o. 2 3 , 57fl> C o n g ., 3d s e s s , ,  S e r . S e t  l l é l ,  p .  2 4 . 
L e t t e r s  on d e c k e r 's  b e h a l f  a re  i n  i b i d . . p p .  3 -5 7 .

^^The S p a n is h  f l e e t  a r r i v e d  Decem ber 1 4 , 
1 8 6 1 ; t h e  B r i t i s h  an d  F re n c h  f l e e t s  on J a n u a ry  6 , 
an d  J a n u a r y  7» 1 8 6 2 . Z am ac o is , H i s t o r i a  de Mé^.iico, 
XV, 8 2 0 -8 2 4 .
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w i th in  a  m i l l i o n  o r  tw o , e i t h e r  w ay, o f  t h e  c o r r e c t  

a m o u n t . W h e n  S a l ig n y  a d d i t i o n a l l y  dem anded 

re im b u rse m e n t o f  f i f t e e n  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  t o  J .  B. 

J e c k e r ,  h o w e v e r , t h e  S p a n is h  and  B r i t i s h  commis

s i o n e r s  d e c l a r e d  t h i s  i n a d m i s s i b l e . At  t h i s  t im e ,  

i n  J a n u a r y ,  1 8 6 2 , J e c k e r  was s t i l l  a  S w iss  c i t i z e n ;  

i t  was n o t  u n t i l  two m on ths l a t e r ,  on M arch 2 6 , t h a t  

he  was n a t u r a l i z e d ,  w i th  g r e a t  h a s t e ,  a s  a  F re n c h  

c i t i z e n . D i s g u s t e d  w i th  F ra n c e ,  th e  B r i t i s h  an d  

th e  S p a n is h  p r e p a r e d  to  l e a v e  M exico on  A p r i l  9 .

Ten d ay s  l a t e r ,  a  p ro n u n c ia m ie n to  i n  C ordoba  

p ro c la im e d  th e  F r e n c h - s u p p o r te d  Ju a n  Nepomuceno 

A lm onte t o  be  th e  suprem e c h i e f  o f  M ex ico . I n

^ ^ M a tia s  R om ero, H i s t o r i a  de l a s  i n t r i g a s  
e iu ropeas que o c a s io n a r o n  l a  i n t e r v e n e i d n  f r a n c e s a  e n  
M éxico CM exico: Im p re n ta  d e l  g o b ie r n o ,  J .  M.
S a n d o v a l, 1 8 6 8 ) ,  p p .  9 2 -1 0 0 .

^ ^ F r a n c is c o  de P a u la  de  A r ra n g o iz  
fy  B e r z â b a l l ,  M ^.iico d e sd e  1808 h a s  t a  1867 ( 4  v o l s .  ; 
M ad rid : M. R iv a à e n e y ra ,  1 8 7 1 -1 8 ? 2 ) , Ï Ï ,  361 ; I I I ,
p p .  2 0 -2 1 . C h a r le s  L . Wyke t o  L o rd  R u s s e l l ,  V e r a c r u z , 
J a n u a ry  1 9 , 1 8 6 2 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  R o b in a , R e c o n c i l i a c id n  
de M éxico y  F r a n c i a , AHDM, p p . 1 4 1 -1 4 6 .

^ ^ E é r a t r y ,  L a c ré a n c e  J e c k e r ,  p p .  1 8 -1 9 -
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s u p p o r t  o f  A lm onte  a g a i n s t  J u a r e z ,  s i x  th o u s a n d  

Frenchm en th e n  t u r n e d  to w a rd  P u e b la .^ ®

J e c k e r  h ad  s e r v e d  th e  F re n c h  w e l l  by- 

p r o v id in g  them  w i th  b o th  a  p r e t e x t  f o r  i n t e r v e n t i o n  an d  a  

c la im  on a  p o r t i o n  o f  S o n o ra . H is  1856  s u rv e y in g  c o n t r a c t  

was o f  c r u c i a l  im p o r ta n c e  to  F r a n c e .  The M exican  

g o v e rn m en t h a d  g r a n te d  o n e - h a l f  o f  i t s  p o r t i o n  o f  

S o n o r a 's  u n c la im e d  l a n d ,  a s  d e te rm in e d  by  th e  J e c k e r  

s u r v e y ,  t o  A n to n io  and M anuel E scand(^n, i n  ex ch an g e  

f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a  r a i l r o a d  from  V e ra c ru z  to  

A c a p u l c o . T h i s  c o n t r a c t  o f  A p r i l  5» 1 8 6 1 , h ad  

s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  th e  E scan d o n  b r o t h e r s  w o u ld  r e c e i v e  

th e  t i t l e s  t o  S o n o ra  p r o p e r t y  on c o m p le t io n  o f  th e

5 ® A rran g o iz , M e.jico . I l l ,  6 9 -7 0 .

59po r th e  E sc a n d o n s ' e a r l i e r  c o n n e c t io n s  
w i th  J e c k e r ,  R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n , and  S o n o ra , s e e  
L e v a s s e u r  to  M in i s t e r  o f  F o re ig n  A f f a i r s ,  A p r i l  27 
an d  A p r i l  5 0 , 1855 ; A lp h o n se  Dano t o  M i n i s t e r  o f  
Fpreogm  A f f a i r s ,  J u l y  1 8 , 1 8 5 5 , S ep tem b er 1 ,  1855 ; 
A le x is  de  G a b r ia c  t o  M in i s t e r  o f  F o r e ig n  A f f a i r s , 
D ecem ber 3 1 , 1 8 5 4 , Ju n e  2 6 , 1 8 5 7 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  
D ia z , V e rs id n  f r a n c e s a  de M exico , I ,  p p .  3 1 -3 9 ; 
4 0 -4 5 ;
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l i n e  from  M exico C i ty  t o  P u e b la .  A c c o rd in g  t o  t h i s  

g r a n t  b y  J u a r e z '  g o v e rn m e n t, t h e  E sc an d o n s  c o u ld  

f r e e l y  c e d e  t h e i r  r i g h t s  t o  a  t h i r d  p a r t y .  When th e  

F re n c h  a r r i v e d  i n  M exico i n  1 8 52 , th e y  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  

m o d if ie d  t h e  c o n t r a c t :  t h e  E sc a n d o n s , c o o p e r a t in g

w i th  N a p o le o n , e x c h a n g e d  t h e i r  r i g h t s  to  l a n d  i n  

S o n o ra  f o r  c a s h  p a y m e n ts  and  lo n g - te r m  b o n d s .

H av ing  now o b ta in e d  s u b s t a n t i a l  c o n c e s s io n s ,  th e  

E m peror e n c o u n te r e d  a n  A m erican  e n t r e p r e n e u r ,  W ill ia m  

M cKendree G w in, w ho, he  b e l i e v e d ,  c o u ld  be  e x t r e m e ly  

u s e f u l  i n  th e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  s i l v e r - m i n i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  

i n  S o n o ra .

D a n ie l  C o s io  V i l l e g a s ,  H i s t o r i a  m o d ern a  de 
M exico : La r e p u b l i c a  r e s t a u r a d a  C.5 v o l s . ) ,  I I :  La
V id a  e c o n d ^ c a  CMfexico: E d i t o r i a l  H erm es, 1 9 5 5 ) ,  ^
p p .  0 1 9 -5 2 2 . The F re n c h  a g re e m e n t w i th  th e  E sc a n d o n s  
w as s ig n e d  Decem ber 2 3 , 1 8 6 2 . S u b s e q u e n t c o n c e s s io n s  
b y  th e  E m pire  t o  t h e s e  b r o t h e r s  a r e  i n  i b i d . ,  p p .  5 3 2 -  
6 3 3 .



CHAPTER VI

WILLIAM MC KENDREE GV/IN: IMPERIAL ENTREPRENEUR

FOR SONORA

W illia m  M cKendree Gwin, a fo rm e r  s e n a to r

from  C a l i f o r n i a ,  moved t o  P a r i s  i n  S e p tem b er, IS 6 3 ,

b e c a u se  o f  t h e  A m erican  C i v i l  W ar.^  W ith in  a m a t t e r

o f  w eeks t h i s  c o l o r f u l  A m erican  w as v i s i t i n g  th e

T u i l e r i e s  a t  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  F re n c h  Em peror*

Gwin, an  o p p o r tu n i s t  w a n tin g  w e a l th ,  th e n  becam e a

p a r t i c i p a n t  i n  N a p o le o n 's  p la n s  f o r  S o n o ra . What d id
2he  have  t o  o f f e r ?  What w ere  h i s  p la n s  f o r  S ono ra?

G w in 's  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  t h e  s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  

and  econom ic l i f e  o f  t h e  Second E m pire had  begun 

s h o r t l y  a f t e r  h i s  a r r i v a l  i n  F ra n c e  a t  t h e  home o f  

h i s  f r i e n d  and  f e l l o w  e x i l e ,  W illia m  W. C o rc o ra n ,

Gwin was C a l i f o r n i a 's  f i r s t  U n ite d  S t a t e s  
s e n a t o r  a lo n g  w i th  John  C h a r le s  F rem o n t, and  had  
s e rv e d  f o r  tw e lv e  y e a r s .

2
T hese  w ere  a l l  c o l l e c t e d  and  r e p r i n t e d  i n  

Colem an, e d . , " S e n a to r  G w in 's  P la n  f o r  t h e  C o lo n iz a t io n  
o f  S o n o ra ,"  O v e rlan d  M o n th ly , XVII and X V III (M ay- 
A u g u s t, I 691H  ïh e y  w i l l  be a n a ly z e d  h e re  i n  an  a t te m p t  
t o  g e t  a  b e t t e r  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  N a p o le o n 's  p la n s  f o r  
S o n o ra .
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a  p ro m in e n t  W ash in g to n  b a n k e r  who h a d  e s t a b l i s h e d  

h im s e l f  i n  P a r i s i a n  s o c i e t y .  As C a l i f o r n i a ' s  

s e n a t o r  f o r  o v e r  a  d e c a d e , Gwin h a d  p r e v i o u s l y  m et 

t h e  M arq u is  de M o n th o lo n , fo rm e r  F re n c h  c o n s u l  i n  

New Y o rk , and  he now ren e w e d  t h i s  a c q u a in ta n c e  s h ip  

a t  C o rc o ra n ’ s  hom e.^  When c o n v e r s a t io n  t u r n e d  to  

M exico , M o n th o lo n , aw are  o f  G w in 's  e x p e r ie n c e  w i th  

C a l i f o r n i a n  m in in g  p ro b le m s  an d  i n t r i g u e d  b y  h i s  

know ledge o f  S o n o ra , r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h i s  A m erican  

w ou ld  b e  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  N a p o le o n .^

R e c e n t ly  a p p o in te d  m i n i s t e r  t o  M ex ico , 

M on tho lon  a r r a n g e d  t o  m ee t w i th  Gwin th e  f o l lo w in g  

d a y . D u rin g  t h i s  p r i v a t e  c o n fe r e n c e  t h e  F re n c h  

m a rq u is  an d  th e  C a l i f o r n i a  s e n a t o r  ex p an d e d  t h e i r  

d i s c u s s i o n  o f  th e  p r e v io u s  e v e n in g  to  i n c lu d e

^Gwin h a d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  b e e n  a c u t e l y  in v o lv e d  
w i th  o p p o s i t io n  t o  F re n c h  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  S o n o ra  i n  
th e  1 8 5 0 's .  F o r h i s  p r o t e s t s ,  s e e  C o n g re s s io n a l  
G lo b e , 32d C o n g ., 2d  s e s s . .  A p p e n d ix , p p .  1 0 0 , 1 3 0 - 
3T rT 46.

^ M on tho lon  t o  Drouyn de L huys, J a n u a ry  8 ,
1863 , sum m ariz ing  N a p o le o n 's  i n t e r e s t  i n  and  e a r l i e r  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  c o n c e rn in g  Gwin, "whose p r o j e c t s  o f  c o lo n i 
z a t io n  t h e  Em peror h a s  recom mended t o  M a rsh a l B a z a in e ,"  
r e p r i n t e d  i n  D ia z , V e rs io n  f r a n c e s a , IV , 7 4 -7 7 . A lso  
s e e  L a te ly  Thomas, B etw een Two E m ^ r e s :  The L if e _ S to ry
o f  C a l i f o r n i a 's  F i r s t  S e n a to r ,  W illia m  M cKendree Gwin 
(B o s to n : b o u g h to n  ï ^ f f l i n  Company, 19& 9J, p .  293 .
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p o t e n t i a l  d e v e lo p m e n t p l a n s  f o r  n o r t h e r n  M e x ic o 's  

m in e r a l  r e s o u r c e s . ^  M ontho lon  th e n  made i n f l u e n t i a l  

c o n t a c t s .  W ith in  a  m onth  a f t e r  h i s  a r r i v a l  i n  

P a r i s ,  Gwin r e c e i v e d  i n v i t a t i o n s  fro m  th e  two m ost 

p o w e rfu l  men i n  P r a n c e :  th e  Due de M orny, p r e s i d e n t

o f  th e  c o rp s  l é g i s l a t i f , an d  th e  E m peror N ap o leo n  

B e fo re  th e  y e a r  h a d  e n d e d , N a p o leo n  h ad  

i n t r o d u c e d  Gwin t o  A c h i l l e  P o u ld , h i s  f in a n c e  

m i n i s t e r ,  an d  D rouyn de L h u y s, h i s  m i n i s t e r  o f  

f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s . ?

% a l l i e  Mae M cP herson , " W illia m  M cKendree 
Gwin: E x p a n s io n i s t "  ( u n p u b l is h e d  P h .D . d i s s e r t a t i o n .
U n iv e r s i ty  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  a t  B e r k e le y ,  1 9 5 1 ) ,  PP- 
2 5 2 -5 3 - W hile  im p r is o n e d  a t  P o r t  J a c k s o n  a f t e r  
th e  C i v i l  W ar, Gwin a l l e g e d  t h a t  M o n th o lo n , th e n  
F re n c h  m i n i s t e r  t o  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s ,  w as " e n t i r e l y  
r e s p o n s i b l e "  f o r  G w in 's  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  N a p o le o n 's  
e n t e r p r i s e .  Gwin t o  M o n th o lo n , O c to b e r  1 5 , 1 8 6 5 , 
r e p r i n t e d  i n  C olem an, "G w in 's  P l a n , "  O v e r la n d  
M o n th ly . X V III (A u g u s t ,  1 8 9 1 ) , 209-

^Morny t o  Gwin, S ep tem ber 1 7 , 1863 , r e p r i n t e d  
i n  i b i d . ,  p .  20$ .

7 p o u ld  t o  Gwin, December 1 $ , 1863 ; D rouyn de 
Lhuys t o  Gwin, Decem ber 29 , 1 8 63 . B o th  r e p r i n t e d  i n  
i b i d . .  p .  212 .
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The F re n c h  h ad  been  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  M exican  

s i l v e r  i n  g e n e r a l  and  S onora  m ines i n  p a r t i c u l a r
O

b e fo r e  Gwin a r r i v e d  i n  P a r is *  On May 2 7 , 1863 ,

o n ly  t e n  days a f t e r  th e  s t r a t e g i c  c a p tu r e  o f  P u e b la ,

th e  F re n c h  G e n e ra l  E l i e  F r é d é r ic  P o re y  p r o h i b i t e d
9

a l l  e x p o r t a t i o n  o f  g o ld  o r  s i l v e r  from  M exico*

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h i s ,  E m ile  O l l i v i e r  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  A l

p honse  L a m a rtin e  " t a l k e d  e x te n s iv e ly  a b o u t th e  e x 

p e d i t i o n  to  M ex ico , w h ich  he g r e a t l y  s u p p o r te d ,  b e c a u se  

o u r  i n t e r v e n t i o n  * . *w ould e n a b le  u s  to  o b t a in  i n 

c a l c u l a b l e  r i c h e s  w i th  th e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  th e  m ines o f  

S o n o r a . E v e n  b e fo r e  th e  o c c u p a tio n  o f  M exico C i ty

Gwin, "M emoirs o f  Hon* W illia m  M* G w in," ed* by 
W illiam  H enry  E l l i s o n ,  C a l i f o r n i a  H i s t o r i c a l  S o c ie ty  
Q u a r te r ly ,  XIX ( J u n e ,  19^.0), 1?#* A lso  s e e  p p . i$ 5 " l5 6  
f o r  French, moves to  g e t  Sonora* s m in e r a l  r i g h t s  i n  1862*

^ Jo se  S e b a s t ia n  S e g u ra , e d . ,  B o le t^ n  de l a s  
le y e s  d e l  Im p e r io  me x ic a n o  6 se a  C odigo de l a  
r e s t a u r a c l é n  (h  v o l s . ;  M éxico; ïm p re n ta  l i ï e r a r i a , 
1063-61}.), I ,  2 0 -2 9 ; 283-81}.. P o re y  made t h i s  announce
m en t, i n  e f f e c t  u n t i l  S ep tem ber 7 ,  1863 , on  th e  
a d v ic e  o f  M* B u d in , I n te n d a n t  o f  F in a n c e s  s e n t  to  
M exico by N a p o leo n .

^^E m ile  O l l i v i e r ,  La in te r v e n e io n  f r a n c e s a  
y  e l  im p e rio  de M a x im iliâ n o  en  M éxico (2d  é d . ;
M éxico: E d ic io n e s  C e n te n a r io ,  1963)', P* 1 0 1 . T h is
c o n v e r s a t io n  c e n te r e d  on F re n c h  e l e c t i o n  r e s u l t s  o f  
May 3 0 -3 1 , 1863*
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i n  J u n e ,  1 8 6 3 , th e  F re n c h  m i n i s t r y  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  

Commerce, and  P u b l i c  Works h a d  s e n t  M. L au r t o  

S o n o ra  f o r  a  d e t a i l e d  r e p o r t  o f  m in e r a l  w e a l th  

t h e r e . T i m i n g  seem ed im p o r ta n t  i n  th e  s p r i n g  and  

summer o f  1 8 6 3 . B e fo re  and  d u r in g  th e  m onths L au r 

was i n  S o n o ra , E u ro p ea n  m i n i s t r i e s  h e a r d  r e p o r t s

t h a t  P r e s i d e n t  J u a r e z  w as w i l l i n g  t o  s e l l  n o r t h e r n
12M exican  p r o v in c e s  t o  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s .  S u p p le 

m e n tin g  l a u r ' s  s tu d y ,  th e  F re n c h  M i n i s t e r  o f  P u b l i c  

I n s t r u c t i o n  a p p o in te d  a n o th e r  c o m m issio n  i n  1863 

to  make a  s c i e n t i f i c  e x p e d i t i o n  i n t o  S o n o ra . In

C h a r le s  B la n c h o t ,  M ém oires, L 'I n t e r v e n t i o n  
F r a n ç a i s e  a u  M exique (3  v o l s . ;  P a r i s :  E m ile  N o u rry ,
1 ^ 1 1 9 , I I ,  2 5 4 . L au r s to p p e d  h i s  e x p l o r a t i o n s  i n  
O c to b e r ,  1 8 6 3 , b e c a u se  o f  A pache r a i d s .  B a za in e  
t o  N ap o leo n  I I I ,  O c to b e r  2 6 , 1 8 6 3 , B a z a in e  A r c h iv e s ,  
1 8 6 2 -1 8 6 7  (2 6  v o l s . ; 5 ,2 6 5  l e a v e s ) ,  i n  th e  L a t in  
A m erican  L i b r a r y ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e x a s , A u s t in ,  I ,  
f .  1 8 3 .

J u a r e z  w as p a r t i c u l a r l y  p e r t u r b e d  t h a t  
t h i s  a s s e r t i o n  was made by  M. O 'D o n n e l l ,  p r e s i d e n t  
o f  th e  c o u n c i l  o f  m i n i s t e r s  o f  t h e  S p a n is h  g o v e rn 
m e n t, i n  h i s  r e p l y  t o  th e  s p e e c h  o f  t h e  c ro w n .
J u a r e z  t o  th e  e d i t o r  o f  th e  D i a r i o . N a t io n a l  P a l a c e ,  
M ex ico , F e b ru a ry  2 2 , 1 8 6 3 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  House 
E x e c u tiv e  D ocum ents. V o l. I ,  P a r t  I I I ,  No. 1 ,  39*h 
Ü o n g ., 1 s t  s e s s . ,  E e r .  S e t  1 2 4 6 , p .  4 9 6 .
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e a r l y  I 864  t h i s  seco n d  com m ission  r e p o r t e d ,  "The s t u d i e s  

o f  g o ld  and s i l v e r  e x t r a c t e d  from  t h i s  r e g io n  show t h a t  

t h e  m e ta ls  t h e r e  a r e  com parab le  t o  t h e  r i c h e s t  d i s t r i c t s  

o f  c e n t r a l  M ex ico .

T hese  a c t i o n s  b e fo r e  Gwin a r r i v e d  w ere  c o u p le d  

w ith  i n d i r e c t  m eans t o  a c q u ir e  t h e  m in e r a l  r i g h t s  o f  

S o n o ra . I n  A u g u s t, 1063 , t h e  F re n c h  F o re ig n  M in i s t e r  

d e l i n e a t e d  t h e  " d i r e c t  i n t e r e s t "  F ra n c e  had  i n  M exi

can  f i n a n c e s .  F o r t h r i g h t l y  s t a t i n g ,  "We have  th e  

r i g h t  t o  e x e r c i s e  an  a c t iv e  f i s c a l  i n f lu e n c e  upon  th e  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  f i n a n c e s , "  D rouyn de Lhuys s p e c i f i e d  

t h a t  s p e c i a l  F re n c h  a g e n ts ,  d e le g a te d  by th e  M in i s t e r  o f  

F in a n c e , w ould c o n tin u e  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  

o f  f i n a n c e s .  An " i n d i s p u ta b l e "  com m ission , i n s t i t u t e d

13A r t i c l e  4 , Document from  M i n i s t e r  o f  F in a n c e , 
P a r i s ,  F e b ru a ry  2 5 , IÔ6 4 , c o n c e rn in g  F in a n c e s  o f  M exico , 
i n  H a u sa rc h iv  K a is e r  M a x im ilia n s  von M exiko, H a u s- ,
H o f- , und S t a a t s a r c h i v ,  V ien n a , Box 33» F a s c .  1 7 , iPart 
I I ,  Doc. S ( h e r e i n a f t e r  c i t e d  a s  HHUSA). T h is  r e p o r t  i s  
i n  A rc h iv e s  de l a  com m ission  s c i e n t i f i q u e  du M exique 
( P a r i s ,  1 8 5 4 -5 5 ) , a  copy o f  w h ich  w as i n  M a x im ilia n ’ s  
p e r s o n a l  l i b r a r y ,  a c c o rd in g  t o  C o r t i ,  M a x im ilia n , I I ,  9 60 . 
A lso  s e e  " In fo rm e  d e l  in g e n ie r o  de m inas L a u r s o b re  
l a  r iq u e z a  m in e ra  de M éx ico ,"  A ugust 2 0 , IB6 4 , r e p r i n t e d  
i n  D ia z , V e rs io n  f r a n c e s a , IV , 1 8 -2 4 . L a u r r e p o r t e d ,
" T h is  a r e a  c o n ta in s  t h e  f i n e s t  g o ld  and  s i l v e r .  The 
e x i s te n c e  o f  m ines exam ined , w h ich  h av e  n e v e r  b e en  
e x p lo i t e d ,  i n  b o th  S ono ra  and S in a lo a  i s  m ost e v id e n t .
. . .T he g o ld  and s i l v e r ,  a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r  m e ta l s ,  a r e  
ab u n d an t i n  S o n o ra , S in a lo a  and C h ih u ah u a . The g r e a t e s t  
m in e ra l  d e p o s i t s  a r e  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s . "
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u n d e r  th e  F re n c h  m i n i s t r y  o f  F o r e ig n  a f f a i r s ,  w ould  

s e t t l e  a l l  c la im s ,  D rouyn de L huys now m e n tio n e d  

a  s i g n i f i c a n t  se c o n d  s e t  o f  c la im s ,  b a s e d  on 

m i l i t a r y  e x p e n s e s  i n c u r r e d  b y  th e  e x p e d i t i o n .  T hese  

m i l i t a r y  c o s t s ,  t o  b e  r e im b u rs e d  b y  th e  F r e n c h -  

s p o n s o re d  r fe x ic a n  g o v e rn m e n t, c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  b a s i s  

f o r  N a p o le o n 's  a t t e m p t  to  o b t a in  m in e r a l  r i g h t s  i n  

S o n o r a . B y  S e p te m b e r , 1 8 6 5 , th e  F re n c h  w ere  p r e p a r e d  

t o  in v a d e  S o n o ra .

A lth o u g h  s p e c i f i c  d a t e s  a r e  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  

m is s in g  fro m  G w in 's  m em oirs and  l e t t e r s ,  he  

a r r i v e d  i n  P a r i s  " e a r l y "  i n  S e p t e m b e r . F r e n c h  

m oves b e f o r e  h i s  a r r i v a l ,  h i s  e a r l y  r e c e p t i o n  by  

t h e  E m p ero r, an d  th e  r a p i d  e v e n ts  o f  S e p te m b e r ,

1 8 6 5 , i n d i c a t e  t h a t  N ap o leo n  was r e a d y  t o  im p le m e n t 

d i r e c t  s t e p s  to  o b t a i n  S o n o r a 's  s i l v e r  w e a l th .

D rouyn de  L huys t o  B a z a in e , A u g u s t 1 7 , 1 8 6 5 , 
r e p r i n t e d  i n  L a S o c ie d a d , n . d . ,  p p .  1 - 2 ,  e n c lo s e d  i n  a  
d e s p a tc h  fro m  Thomas d o rw in  to  S ew ard , D ecem ber 2 6 ,
1 8 6 5 , NA, S t a t e ,  D e sp a tc h e s  from  U n i te d  S t a t e s  M i n i s t e r s  
t o  M ex ico , V o l. 5 0 , M ic ro co p y  9 7 , B e l l  5 2 .

^^T hom as, B etw een Two E m p ire s , p .  2 7 9 .

^ ^ C o r t i ,  M a x im ilia n  ^ d  C h a r l o t t e . I ,  p p . 
5 2 6 -2 7 , e r r o n e o u s ly  s t a t e s  t b a t  Gwin d rew  M ap o leo n ' s 
a t t e n t i o n  to  S o n o r a 's  m in e s . N a p o le o n 's  i n t e r e s t  i n  
t h e  s i l v e r  o f  S o n o ra  a n te d a t e d  G w in 's  a r r i v a l  i n  P a r i s .
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He h ad  now fo u n d  an  e x p e r ie n c e d  e n t r e p r e n e u r  t o

o r g a n iz e  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  S o n o ra — h o p e f u l ly  to

p a r a l l e l  o r  e x c e e d  th e  s p e c t a c u l a r  w e a l th  o f  
19C a l i f o r n i a .  N ap o leo n  in t r o d u c e d  Gwin to  th e  

F re n c h  f i n a n c e  m i n i s t e r  who, a f t e r  tw o i n t e r v i e w s ,  

a sk e d  him  t o  su b m it m in in g  p la n s  t o  th e  m i n i s t e r  

o f  f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s .  T hese p r o p o s a l s  w ere th e n  

a d o p te d  a t  a  m e e tin g  o f  th e  C o u n c il  o f  S t a t e ,  o v e r  

w h ich  th e  E m peror p r e s i d e d . N a p o l e o n  th e n  i n s t r u c t e d  

B aza in e  t o  h av e  t h e  M exican governm ent " c e d e  t o  t h e  F re n ch
i g

governm ent r i g h t s  . « to  a l l  u n c la im e d  m in es i n  S o n o ra ,"

^ G u s t a v e  L ^on N io x , L ' E x p e d i t io n  du  
M exique, 1 8 6 1 -6 7 . E ^ i t  p o l i t i q u e  e t  m i l i t a i r e  
( P a r i s :  L i b r a i r i e  m i l i t a i r e  de J ,  iùum oine, 1 8 7 4 ) ,
p .  505» N a p o le o n 's  ju d g m en t o f  G w in 's  m in in g  and  
b u s in e s s  a b i l i t y  was l a t e r  p ro v e n  s o u n d . I n  1868 
Gwin, r e t u r n i n g  t o  C a l i f o r n i a  from  F r a n c e ,  p u r 
c h a se d  and  r e v i t a l i z e d  a  n e g le c t e d  g o ld  m ine i n  
C a la v e ra s  C o u n ty . W ith in  two y e a r s  i t  y i e l d e d  fro m  
$ 1 5 ,0 0 0  t o  $ 2 0 ,0 0 0  p e r  m onth i n  g o ld  b u l l i o n  a n d , 
f o r  some d e c a d e s ,  i t  c o n t in u e d  t o  be  one o f  
C a l i f o r n i a 's  la r g e s b  g o ld -p ro d u c in g  m in e s . Thom as, 
Betw een Two E m p ire s , 5 6 8 -7 3 .

^ ^ L e f ê v r e ,  Docum ents o f f i c i e l s , I I ,  9 1 -9 5 î 
M cPherson, " W illia m  McKendree G w in," p .  254 , c i t i n g  
Gwin, M em oirs, 220 .

A ^N apoleon  t o  B a z a in e , Decem ber 1 6 , 1863 , r e p r i n t e d  
i n  G a rc ia ,  e d . .  D ocum entes i h ë c l i t o s , X V II, 7 5 -7 7 . Thomas^
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G w in 's  m in in g  p l a n s  f o r  S o n o ra  r e v e a l e d  

a u d a c i ty  an d  p r a c t i c a l i t y .  W hile h i s  f r o n t i e r  

b l u n tn e s s  h a d  a p p e a le d  t o  a  B o n a p a r te ,  h i s  l a c k  o f  

f i n e s s e  a p p a l l e d  a  H a b sb u rg , Gwin in fo rm e d  

M a x im ilia n  t h a t  h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  n o r t h e r n  M exico 

stem m ed from  h i s  s e n a t o r i a l  d ay s when he  was i n s t r u 

m e n ta l i n  c r e a t i n g  th e  t e r r i t o r y  o f  A r iz o n a  and  i n  

f ra m in g  t h e  b o u n d a ry  p o r t i o n  o f  th e  G adsden T r e a ty ,  

w h ich  c e d e d  M ex ican  t e r r i t o r y  to  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s .  

D u rin g  th e s e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  he h ad  d i s c o v e r e d

v a lu a b le ,  b u t  i d l e ,  s i l v e r  m ines i n  S o n o ra  and
20C h ih u ah u a .

B etw een Two B a p i r e s , p .  2 9 8 . M a x im ilia n  was n o t  i n  
P a r i s  u n t i l  M arch , 1 8 6 4 , and  G w in 's  f i r s t  i n t e r v i e w  
w i th  h im  was a t  t h a t  t im e .  M cPherson , "G w in ," 
p .  2 5 4 .

20Gwin to  M a x im ilia n , S e p te m b e r , 1865 , 
r e p r i n t e d  i n  C olem an, "G w in 's  P l a n , "  O v e rla n d  M o n th ly , 
XVII (M ay, 1 8 9 1 ) ,  4 9 9 -5 0 1 . I r o n i c a l l y ,  J u a n  îïepum oceno 
A lm o n te , g ra n d  m a rs h a l  o f  M a x im il ia n 's  c o u r t  an d  l a t e r  
h i s  m i n i s t e r  to  F r a n c e , h a d  b e e n  th e  M exican  
m i n i s t e r  a s s ig n e d  th e  p a i n f u l  t a s k  o f  w o rk in g  w i th  
Gwin and  S e n a to r  R ush o f  T exas i n  th e  s e v e ra n c e  o f  
t h i s  l a n d  fro m  M exico . A lm onte was u n d e r s ta n d a b ly  
h o s t i l e  t o  Gwin an d  h i s  m in in g  p l a n s .  I b i d . , 
p .  5 1 4 . A c t u a l l y ,  Gwin h a d  f a v o r e d  e x p a n s io n  s o u th 
w ard  s in c e  1 8 4 6 . Cong. G lo b e , 33d C o n g ., 1 s t  s e s s . ,  
2 0 6 -2 1 0 , 8 8 2 ; G w in, "M em oirs, "  C a l i f o r n i a  H i s t o r i c a l  
S o c ie ty  Q u a r t e r l y . XIX ( J u n e ,  194Ô ), p p .  1 7 ^ -1 ^ # .
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D is r e g a r d in g  E u ro p e a n  w a r in e s s  a b o u t  t h e  

e x p a n s i o n i s t  t e n d e n c i e s  o f  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s ,  Gwin 

r e l a t e d  h i s  in v o lv e m e n t  w i th  a  S o n o ra n  s u rv e y in g  c o n 

t r a c t  i n  th e  l a t e  1 8 5 0 ' s  b e tw e e n  " c e r t a i n  p a r t i e s "
21and  th e  c e n t r a l  M exican  g o v e rn m e n t. The l i n k  fro m  

R a o u sse t-B o u lb o n  t o  J e c k e r  s t r e t c h e d  on t o  W ill ia m  

M cKendree Gw in, a s  t h e  " p a r t i e s "  he  r e f e r r e d  to  

in c lu d e d  th e  s u r v e y o r s  em ployed  b y  C a p ta in  Isham  u n d e r

th e  J e c k e r ,  T o r re  and  Company c o n t r a c t  o f  1 856 : th e
22A m e ric a n s , W h itin g  a n d  S to n e .  When th e y  w ere  

r e f u s e d  t h e i r  p o r t i o n  o f  S o n o ra , t h e y  s o u g h t  r e d r e s s  

from  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  g o v ern m en t and  e x t r a v a g a n t l y  

c la im e d  t h a t  S o n o r a 's  m in e r a l  w e a l th  was s u p e r i o r  t o  

C a l i f o r n i a .  I r o n i c a l l y ,  i n  th e  c o n te x t  o f  th e  J e c k e r -  

Gwin c o n n e c t io n  i n  t h e  1 8 6 0 ' s ,  i t  was t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  

S e n a to r ,  W ill ia m  M cKendree Gwin, whom th e y  a s k e d  t o  

ad v an c e  t h e i r  c a u s e  w i th  th e  P r e s i d e n t  t o  e n a b le  them
23

t o  c o m p le te  t h e i r  s u r v e y  and  re c o u p  t h e i r  e x p e n d i t u r e s .

^ ^ I b i d . . 4-99.

^^M cP h erso n , " W illia m  M cKendree G w in ,"  p .  2 5 2 , 
c i t i n g  th e  San P r a n c i s c o  B u l l e t i n , N ovem ber 1 9 , 1 8 5 9 . 
See s u p r a , p p .  l 3 è - l3 7 «

^^Gwin to  M a x im il ia n , S e p te m b e r , 1 8 6 5 , r e 
p r i n t e d  i n  C olem an, "G w in 's  P l a n , "  O v e r la n d  M o n th ly . 
Ï V I I  (M ay, 1 8 9 1 ) ,  p .  5 0 0 . F o r  G w in 's  c o o p e r a t iv e



167

Gwin h a d  p r e s e n t e d  them  t o  P r e s i d e n t  

B u ch an an , w ho, c o n v in c e d  t h a t  th e  r i g h t s  o f  U n i te d  

S t a t e s  c i t i z e n s  h a d  h e e n  v i o l a t e d ,  d i r e c t e d  th e  

S e c r e t a r y  o f  War t o  se n d  G e n e ra l  W in f ie ld  S c o t t  t o  

S o n o ra  w i th  one th o u s a n d  d ra g o o n s  a n d  a r t i l l e r y .  

H ow ever, t h e r e  w as more in v o lv e d  th a n  th e  m ere f u l 

f i l l m e n t  o f  a  c o n t r a c t .  C a p ta in  S to n e  recom m ended 

u s i n g  t h i s  m i l i t a r y  c o n t i n g e n t  a s  th e  n u c le u s  f o r  a  

m in in g  s e t t l e m e n t  t o  a t t r a c t  th o u s a n d s  o f  m in e r s ,  

subdue  th e  I n d i a n s ,  an d  c a u s e  S o n o ra  t o  i n c r e a s e  i n  

p o p u la t i o n  a s  r a p i d l y  a s  C a l i f o r n i a .  The r a t i o n a l e  

was t h a t  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s ,  bound  u n d e r  th e  G adsden  

T r e a ty  t o  p r o t e c t  M exico a g a i n s t  w i ld  I n d i a n  t r i b e s ,

c o u ld  b e s t  m ee t t h i s  o b l i g a t i o n  b y  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a
24l a r g e  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  S o n o ra . H ow ever, tw e n ty - f o u r

p a r t  i n  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  o f f e r e d  b y  S e n a to r  Sam 
H o u s to n  c o n c e rn in g  th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  p r o t e c 
t o r a t e  o v e r  M exico an d  C e n t r a l  A m erican  s t a t e s ,  
s e e  C ong. G lo b e . 5511» C o n g ., 1 s t  s e s s . , 7 3 5 -5 6 , a n d  
S e n a te  J o u r n a l . 55^» C o n g ., 1 s t  s e s s . , p p .  1 9 8 , 3 5 2 , 
5 6 ^ .

24Gwin t o  M a x im il ia n ,  S e p te m b e r , 1863» 
r e p r i n t e d  i n  C olem an, "G w in 's  P l a n , ” O v e r la n d  
M o n th ly . X V II (M ay, 1 3 9 1 ) , p .  5 0 0 . Gwin i s  p r o b a b ly  
r e f e r r i n g  h e r e  to  A r t i c l e  X I o f  t h e  T r e a ty  o f  
G u ad a lu p e  H id a lg o  w hich  was r e v o k e d  b y  A r t i c l e  I I  
o f  t h e  G adsden  T r e a ty .  F o r  th e  T r e a ty  o f  G u ad a lu p e  
H id a lg o ,  s e e  U. S . ,  S t a t u t e s  a t  L a r g e . V o l. IX , p t .
2 (D ecem b er, 1 8 4 5 -M arch , 1 6 5 l ) ,  " t f r e a ty  o f  P e a c e ,
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h o u rs  a f t e r  P r e s i d e n t  B uchanan  gave th e s e  o r d e r s ,  

he  r e v o k e d  th e m , and  Gwin denounced  B u c h a n a n 's  

" v a c i l l a t i n g  p o l i c y , "  He w as now e n t h u s i a s t i c  a b o u t  

p l a n s ,  w h ic h  w o u ld , he c la im e d ,  " a c c o m p lis h  m ore 

im p o r ta n t  r e s u l t s  . . . ^

A t t h i s  p o i n t ,  M a x im ilia n  m u st h av e  b e e n  

d u b io u s  a s  t o  an y  s u p p o r t iv e  r o l e  Gwin c o u ld  p l a y  

i n  M ex ico . B u t Gwin h a s t i l y  d e t a i l e d  th e  s e r v i c e s  

he  c o u ld  r e n d e r  M a x im ilia n  and  M exico . The 

v u l n e r a b i l i t y  o f  th e  n o r t h e r n  M exican b o r d e r  t o  

m ara u d in g  b a n d s  o f  I n d i a n s  an d  " th e  m ore d a n g e ro u s  

d e s ig n s  o f  a n  a d j a c e n t  t u r b u l e n t  and  a g g r e s s iv e  

g o v ern m en t"  c o u ld  b e  a m e l io r a te d  b y  p o p u l a t i n g  

t h i s  a r e a  w i th  l o y a l  i m p e r i a l i s t s  who w ould  c r e a t e

F r i e n d s h ip ,  L im i t s ,  an d  S e t t l e m e n t  w i th  th e  
R e p u b lic  o f  M e x ic o ,"  F e b ru a ry  2 , 1 8 4 8 , A r t .  1 1 , 
p .  9 3 0 . F o r th e  G adsden  T r e a ty ,  s e e  U . S . ,  S t a t u t e s  
a t  L a rg e . V o l. X, p t .  2 (D ecem ber, 1 8 ^ 1 -M arch , 
" 't r e a ty " w i th  M e x ic o ,"  D ecem ber 5 0 , 1 8 5 3 , A r t .  2 ,  
p .  1 0 3 3 .

^^Gwin t o  M a x im il ia n , S e p te m b e r , 1 8 6 3 , 
r e p r i n t e d  i n  C olem an, "G w in 's  P l a n ,"  O v e r la n d  
M o n th ly . XVII (M ay, 1 8 9 1 ) ,  500 ; Evan J .  C olem an,
“B r . Gwin and  Ju d g e  B la c k  on B u ch an an ,"  O v e r la n d  
M onth ly  ( J a n u a r y ,  1 8 9 2 ) ,  8 7 -9 2 .
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a  s e c u re  f r o n t i e r .  He c la im e d  t h a t  S o n o r a 's  r i c h  

m in e ra l  d e p o s i t s  w ou ld  a t t r a c t  th o u s a n d s  o f  m in e rs  

i f  im m ig ra n ts  w ere  a s s u r e d  o f  i n i t i a l  m i l i t a r y  

p r o t e c t i o n .  Gwin p o i n t e d  o u t  v a r io u s  m in in g  

b o n a n z a s  i n  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  w h ic h , w i t h in  a  few  

m o n th s , h a d  b r o u g h t  l a r g e  num bers o f  m in e rs  to  

p r e v i o u s ly  d e s o l a t e  a r e a s .  He p a r t i c u l a r l y  s t r e s s e d  

C a l i f o r n i a 's  p o p u l a t i o n  i n c r e a s e  from  1 5 ,0 0 0  i n  

1849 t o  m ore th a n  5 0 0 ,0 0 0  by  1 8 6 1 , and  th e  i n f e r e n c e  

i s  c l e a r  t h a t  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  e x p e r ie n c e  d u r in g  th o s e  

d ra m a tic  tw e lv e  y e a r s  w ould  b e  m ost v a lu a b le  f o r  

th e  new E m p ire .

I b i d . . 5 0 1 . Gwin h ad  a  v a l i d  a rg u m e n t.
Two m onths l a t e r ,  on November 2 0 , 1 8 6 5 , Sew ard  i n 
q u i r e d  o f  M a tia s  R om ero, Ju ë ire z ' m i n i s t e r  t o  t h e  ,  
U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  a b o u t  th e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  G e n e ra l  J o s e  
Domingo C o r t é s ,  a  S p a n ia rd  who p r e s e n t e d  h im s e l f  t o  
Sew ard a s  th e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  S o n o ra , S i n a lo a ,  
C h ih u ah u a , and  D u ran g o . C o r té s  h a d  s o l i c i t e d  Sew ard 
f o r  t h e s e  s t a t e s  t o  be  an n ex ed  to  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s ,  
b u t  Romero a s s u r e d  S ew ard  t h a t  C o r të s  was a n  “i n 
t r i g u e r "  who h a d  no  a u t h o r i t y  t o  make su c h  an  o f f e r .  
Romero to  S ew ard , J u l y  9» 1864 , r e f e r r i n g  t o  h i s  
November 2 0 , 1 8 6 5 , c o n fe re n c e  w i th  S ew ard , w i th  
e n c lo s u r e s  from  L i^ s  T e r r a z a s ,  C h ih u a h u a , J a n u a ry  1 1 , 
1 8 6 4 , an d  E . G a r c ia  M o ra le s , S in a lo a ,  J a n u a ry  2 4 , 
1864 ; Sew ard  t o  R om ero, J u ly  15» 1 8 6 4 , H ouse E xecu
t i v e  D ocum ents. V o l. I ,  P a r t  I I I ,  N o. 1 ,  39* C o n g ., 
1 s t  s e  s ' s . ,  S e r i  S e t  1 2 4 6 , p p . 5 7 6 -7 8 .

^?Gw in to  M a x im ilia n , S e p te m b e r , 1 8 6 3 , r e 
p r i n t e d  i n  C olem an, "G w in 's  P l a n ,"  O v e r la n d  M o n th ly . 
XVII (M ay, 1 8 9 1 ) , 5 0 1 .
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Gwin r e q u e s te d  no p e r s o n a l  c o n c e s s io n s  i n  

t h i s  memorandum. H is o b j e c t iv e s  a p p e a r  t o  have  

b een  t h r e e - f o l d :  t o  r e l a t e  h i s  f a m i l i a r i t y ,  a s  a

fo rm e r  U n ite d  S t a t e s  s e n a to r ,  w i th  M exico; t o  im p re s s  

M a x im ilia n  o f  t h e  l a t e n t  m in e ra l  v a lu e  o f  S o n o ra ; 

and  t o  em phasize  t h e  b e n e f i t s ,  and  n e c e s s i t y ,  o f  

p o p u la t in g  M e x ic o 's  n o r th e r n  f r o n t i e r .  How ever, t o
. r» w

a n  A u s tr ia n  a rc h d u k e  w ith  E u ropean  a p p re h e n s io n s  

c o n c e rn in g  U n ite d  S t a t e s  a g g ra n d iz e m e n t, G w in 's  

acknow ledgm ent o f  h i s  e a r l i e r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  

d i v e s t i n g  M exico o f  t e r r i t o r y  made him u n c o m fo r ta b le  

and a la rm e d . M a x im ilia n  " d id  n o t  p e r c e iv e  th e  p rim e  

im p o rta n c e  w h ich  N apoleon p la c e d  upon t h e  m a t te r "  

o f  o b ta in in g  t h e  s i l v e r  o f  S o n o r a 's  m in e s . When 

J o s é  M aria  G u t ié r r e z  de E s t r a d a ,  a  M exican  m o n a rc h is t  

i n  Rome, s u g g e s te d  t h a t  many C o n fe d e ra te s  w ere  f a v o r 

a b le  t o  a  m onarchy , l 'îa x im ilia n  n o te d  i n  t h e  m arg in  o f  

t h e  l e t t e r ,  "They have  a lw ays b e e n , and w i l l  a lw ay s b e , 

t h e  sw orn a d v e r s a r i e s  o f  M exico w h a te v e r  t h e  fo rm  o f  

i t s  g o v e rn m e n t."  V/hen G u t ié r r e z  commented t h a t  Gwin

B lum berg , D iplom acy o f  t h e  M exican E m p ire , 
p .  1 2 . A lso  se e  G o r t i ,  M a x im ilia n . Ï ,  3 2 ? . 3^1 ; 
I I ,  4 4 9 .
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was " a  r e a l  p i o n e e r , "  M a x im ilia n  c o u n te r e d ,  "Y esI
OQ

A p io n e e r  f o r  t h e  S o u th ."

As t h e  M exican p r e s s  e d i t o r i a l i z e d ,  "The 

g re e d  w hich  n o t  o n ly  o u r  n e ig h b o r in g  en em ies b u t 

o th e r  f o r e i g n e r s  have  f o r  S o n o ra  i s  n o t  n ew ,"  t h e  

F re n c h  M in i s t e r  t r i e d  t o  a c q u i r e  m in e r a l  r i g h t s  t o  

S o n o r a . I n  F e b ru a ry ,  IS 6 4 , t h e  M arq u is  de 

M ontho lon , now F re n c h  M in i s t e r  t o  M exico , c o n c lu d e d  

a  c o n v e n tio n  w i th  t h e  M exican  C o u n c il  o f  R egency 

w hich  p la c e d  S o n o ra  u n d e r  t h e  " d i r e c t  and  s o v e r e ig n  

p r o t e c t i o n "  o f  F ra n c e  f o r  f i f t e e n  y e a r s .  F ra n c e  

was t o  be g r a n te d  a l l  r i g h t s  o f  p r o s p e c t in g  f o r  

m e ta ls  an d , i n  r e t u r n ,  a  t e n - p e r - c e n t  r o y a l t y  on

t h e  n e t  p ro c e e d s  w ould  be g iv e n  t o  t h e  M exican
31T re a s u ry .^  T h is  c o n v e n t io n ,  o s t e n s i b l y  d e s ig n e d

^ D a n ie l  Dawson, The M exican  A d v en tu re  (L ondon: 
G. B e l l  & Sons L t d . ,  1 ^ ^ 5 ) , 'p p .  3 3 5 -3 6 , c i t i n g  
l e t t e r s  i n  t h e  W ien er S t a a t s  A r c h iv . ,  A rc h iv  K a is e r  
M ax., G u t ie r r e z  t o  B aron  de P o n t ,  O c to b e r 2 4 , Nov
em ber I S ,  Decem ber 3 1 , 1863 ; Gwin t o  G u tie^ rrez , 
memorandum, O c to b e r , IÔ6 3 .

^^H anna, " Im m ig ra tio n  M ovem ent," p .  238 , q u o t
in g  E l  c r o n i s t a , J a n u a ry  22 , I 8 6 4 ; M ontholon  t o  
Drouyn de L huys, F e b ru a ry  9 , I 8 64 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  
D ia z , V e rs io n  f r a n c e s a . I I I ,  3 2 5 -2 9 , r e f e r r i n g  t o  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  g iv e n  him  i n  P a r i s .

^^C onvencicm  de I 86 4 , s ig n e d  by t h e  M arq u is  
de  M on tho lon , Jo sé ' M ig u e l A rro y o , and  M. C a s t i l l o ,  
F e b ru a ry  1 7 , I 8 64 , HHUSA, Box I 4 0 . See A pp en d ix . 
W hile  t h e  c o n v e n tio n  in c lu d e d  o n ly  S o n o ra , t h e r e
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t o  p a y  M e x ic o 's  d e b t s  t o  F r a n c e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y

s t r e s s e d  e x p e n s e s  i n c u r r e d  by  th e  m i l i t a r y  e x p e n d i
ng

t i o n .  A lth o u g h  no  t e r r i t o r y  was a c t u a l l y  c e d e d , 

M a x im ilia n  a d a m a n tly  o p p o se d  t h i s  a c t i o n  o f  th e  

R e g e n c y . H e  l i k e w i s e  u n e q u iv o c a b ly  r e j e c t e d  a  

p ro p o s e d  T r e a ty  o f  M iram ar t h a t  i n c lu d e d  c e s s i o n  o f  

S o n o r a 's  m in e r a l  r i g h t s  t o  F r a n c e .^

w ere  l a t e r  p l a n s  t o  fo rm  co m p an ie s  b e tw e e n  b o th  e m p ire s  
t h a t  w ould  a l s o  r e g e n e r a t e  m ines i n  Lower C a l i f o r n i a ,  
S in a lo a ,  C h ih u ah u a  and  D urango to  m ee t M e x ic o 's  o b l i 
g a t i o n s .  V e la  L e a t r i c e  L ynn , "The P o l i t i c a l  C a re e r  o f  
T eo d o s io  L a r e s ,  1 8 4 8 -1 8 6 7 "  ( u n p u b l is h e d  P h .D . 
d i s s e r t a t i o n .  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e x a s , 1 9 5 1 ) , 2 7 0 -7 1 .

^ ^ T h is  i s  a l l u d e d  t o  i n  th e  l e t t e r  o f  
A u g u st 1 7 , 1 8 6 3 , fro m  D rouyn de L huys t o  B a z a in e  
b e f o r e  Gwin e v e r  a r r i v e d  i n  P a r i s .  HA, S t a t e ,
M in i s t e r  D e s p a tc h e s , M ic ro co p y  9 7 , R o l l  3 1 , V o l. 3 0 .

^ ^ S h o r t ly  a f t e r  M a x im i l ia n 's  a r r i v a l  i n  
M exico , he  d i s m is s e d  J o s e  M ig u e l A rro y o , U nder
s e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  f o r  t h e  R eg en cy , who h a d  c o n c lu d e d  
th e  c o n v e n t io n  w i th  M o n th o lo n . C o r t i ,  M a x im il ia n .
I I ,  4 2 6 -2 7 ; B la n c h o t ,  L ' I n t e r v e n t i o n  l ^ ^ c a i s e . I I .
2 5 5 . L e f ^ v r e ,  a  p o l i t i c a l  o p p o n e n t o f  N a p o leo n  an d  
an  a d h e r e n t  o f  t h e  M exican  R e p u b lic a n  G overnm en t, 
s t a t e d  t h a t  N ap o leo n  i n s i s t e d  on i n c l u s i o n  o f  an  
a r t i c l e  i n  th e  T r e a ty  o f  M iram ar w h ich  w ou ld  r a t i f y  
a l l  a c t s  o f  th e  R e g en c y , i n  o r d e r  t o  g u a r a n te e  F re n c h  
s o v e r e ig n ty  o v e r  S o n o ra . M a x im ilia n , d e c l a r i n g  h e  
w ou ld  n o t  a c c e p t  th e  M ex ican  crow n u n d e r  su c h  co n 
d i t i o n s ,  r e f u s e d  t o  a c c e p t  t h i s  p ro p o s e d  c l a u s e .
L e f e y r e , D ocum ents o f f i c i e l s . I I ,  9 1 -9 2 .

34P r o j e t  de  c o n v e n t io n  p o u r  l e  m a in t ie n  d ' u n  
c o rp s  a u x i l i a i r e  f r a n ç a i s  a u  M exique, F e b r u a r y  1 0 ,
1 8 6 4 , HHUSA, M a x im il ia n , Box 1 2 . See A p p e n d ix .
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P la n s  f o r  S o n o ra  c o n t in u e d  i n  P a r i s .  A t 

th e  r e q u e s t  o f  th e  F re n c h  m i n i s t e r  o f  f o r e i g n  

a f f a i r s ,  Gwin s u b m i t te d  a  memorandum t o  N ap o leo n  on 

J a n u a ry  5» 1 8 6 4 . C o r r e c t l y  s u r m is in g  t h a t  th e  

s u c c e s s  o f  h i s  m in in g  p r o j e c t  d e p en d e d  on th e  

F re n c h  E m p e ro r 's  s u p p o r t ,  he  e m p h a s ize d  th e  ad 

v a n ta g e s  t o  b o th  F ra n c e  an d  M exico i f  "one o f  th e  

r i c h e s t "  m in e r a l  a r e a s  i n  A m erica  w ere  d e v e lo p e d . 

R e f e r r in g  t o  a  p r e v io u s  i n t e r v i e w  w i th  N a p o le o n , 

Gwin r e q u e s t e d  a  s m a ll  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e  to  p r o t e c t  

e a r l y  im m ig ra n ts  f ro m  I n d ia n  d e p r e d a t i o n s .^ ^

G w in 's  p l a n  r e q u i r e d  M a x im i l ia n 's  a p p ro v a l  

t o  e n t e r  S o n o ra  an d  N a p o le o n 's  m i l i t a r y  a i d  to  

subdue th e  I n d i a n s .  C o n s i s t e n t l y  p o i n t i n g  to  

immense f i n a n c i a l  a n d  c o m m erc ia l b e n e f i t s ,  Gwin 

c la im e d  t h a t  r o y a l t y  fro m  m in in g  c o n c e s s io n s  and  

cu sto m s re v e n u e  fro m  s u p p l i e s  f o r  new s e t t l e r s  

w ould  e n a b le  M a x im ilia n  t o  p a y  th e  d e b t  t o  F ra n c e  

and  to  a l l e v i a t e  th e  e n t i r e  in d e b te d n e s s  o f  th e

^^Gwin to  N a p o leo n  I I I ,  J a n u a ry  5» 1 8 6 4 , 
r e p r i n t e d  i n  C olem an, " G w in 's  P l a n , "  O v e r la n d  
M o n th ly , XVII (M ay, 1 8 9 1 ) , 5 0 1 -5 0 2 . ~
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M exican E m p i r e . L a t e r  i n  1854 he was m ore 

s p e c i f i c ,  a s  p e rh a p s  he was i n  p e r s o n a l  c o n v e r s a t io n  

d u r in g  t h e s e  f i r s t  m onths o f  n e g o t i a t i o n ,  a b o u t  h i s  

r o l e  i n  th e  u n p r e c e d e n te d  g ro w th  an d  w e a l th  o f  

C a l i f o r n i a . H i s  fo rm e r  p o l i t i c a l  s t a t u r e  t h e r e ,  

he  a s s e r t e d ,  w ould  p r o v id e  c o n f id e n c e  i n  th e  s t a 

b i l i t y  o f  S o n o r a 's  d e v e lo p m e n t w h ich  w ould  a t t r a c t  

m in e rs  from  t h e  U n i te d  S ta te s .^ ®  W hile  Gwin p r e 

s e n te d  p r o p o s a l s ,  F re n c h  e n g in e e r s  s u b m i t te d  m in in g  

s u rv e y s  o f  S o n o ra  t h a t  s u b s t a n t i a t e d  a l l  c la im s  o f  

th e  g r e a t  m in e r a l  w e a l th  a v a i l a b l e  t h e r e .

I n  M arch o f  1 8 6 4 , a g a in  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  

th e  F re n c h  m i n i s t e r  o f  f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s ,  Gwin p r e 

p a r e d  f o r  N a p o leo n  e x te n d e d  p l a n s  t o  d e v e lo p  w e s te rn

^^ I b i d . ,  5 0 2 .

^'M em orandum  A ccom panying th e  P r o j e c t  o f  a  
T re a ty  G iv in g  a  C o n c e s s io n  o f  th e  M ines o f  N o rth  
M exico to  F r a n c e ,  r e p r i n t e d  i n  i b i d . , p p .  ^ 1 1 -1 2 ,

^®Gwin t o  N ap o leo n  I I I ,  J a n u a r y  5» 1 8 6 4 , 
r e p r i n t e d  i n  i b i d . ,  5 0 2 .

^ ^ A r t i c l e  4 ,  Document from  M in i s t e r  o f  
F in a n c e , P a r i s ,  F e b ru a ry  2 5 , 1 8 6 4 , c o n c e rn in g  
F in a n c e s  o f  M ex ico , HHUSA, Box 55» F a s c .  1 7 , P a r t  
I I ,  Doc. 8 .
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C h ih u ah u a  i n  a d d i t i o n  to  S o n o r a , ^  B aron  H e n r i

M e r c ie r ,  fo rm e r  F re n c h  m i n i s t e r  t o  th e  U n ite d

S t a t e s  and G w in 's  a c q u a in ta n c e  s in c e  th e  1 8 5 0 ' s

when th e y  w ere  b o th  i n  W a sh in g to n , to o k  th e s e  p l a n s

t o  D rouyn de L h u y s , who p r e s e n te d  them  to  th e

F re n c h  E m p e ro r. They w ere  n e x t  s u b m i t te d ,  th ro u g h

th e  M ex ican  m i n i s t e r  t o  F ra n c e , J o s e  M anuel H id a lg o ,

t o  M a x im il ia n , th e n  i n  P a r i s  w o rk in g  o u t  d e t a i l s
41o f  th e  T r e a ty  o f  M iram ar w ith  N a p o le o n . M a x im ilia n

i n v i t e d  Gwin to  th e  T u i l e r i e s  a n d , a c c o rd in g  t o
42G w in, he  a p p ro v e d  and  s u p p o r te d  th e  p r o p o s a l s .

"N ote b y  G w in," r e p r i n t e d  i n  C olem an, 
" G w in 's  P l a n , "  O v e r la n d  M o n th ly . XVII (M ay, 1 8 9 1 ) ,  
4 9 7 , 5 0 3 -5 0 5 -  A t t h i s  same t im e ,  M arch , 1 8 6 4 ,
R oger D ubos, F re n c h  V ic e - c o n s u l  i n  C h ih u ah u a , made 
f a v o r a b le  r e p o r t s  on  th e  g r e a t  m in e r a l  w e a l th  o f  
C h ih u a h u a . R o g er D ubos, " N o tic e  s u r  l e s  M ines de 
l ' E t a t  de  C h ih u a h u a ,"  Doc. 1 9 414 , c i t e d  b y  L u is  
W eckmann, L as r e l a c io n .e s  f r a n c o - m e ^ c a n a s . w i th  a  
p r e f a c e  b y  D a n ie l  Ô osio  V i l l e g a s  (2  v o l s . ;  I ^ x i c o :  
S e c r e t a r i a  de r e l a c i o n e s  e x t e r i o r e s ,  1 9 6 1 -1 9 6 2 ) ,
I I ,  3 1 9 -3 2 0 .

41 "N ote by  G w in ," r e p r i n t e d  i n  C olem an, 
" G w in 's  P l a n , "  O v e r la n d  M o n th ly . XV II (M ay, 1 8 9 1 ) , ^ 
4 9 7 , 5 0 2 ; Doc. l 9 4 l 7 ,  M arch , 1 8 6 4 , M. Gw in, "E xpose  
d ' u n  p l a n  de c o l o n i s a t i o n  d an s l e s  E t a t s  de  S o n o ra  
e t  C h ih u a h u a ,"  c i t e d  b y  Weckmann, L as r e l a c i o n e s  
f r a n c o - m e x ic a n a s , I I ,  3 2 0 -3 2 1 .

42 "N ote b y  G w in ," r e p r i n t e d  i n  C olem an,
"G w in 's  P l a n , "  O v e r ly id  M o n th ly . XVII (M ay, 1 8 9 1 ) ,  
4 9 7 . T h is  a p p a r e n t  d u p l i c i t y  s h o u ld  b e  c o n s id e r e d
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T hese  new p l a n s  d raw n up b y  Gwin w o u ld  

c r e a t e  a  y e t  unnam ed m i l i t a r y  d e p a r tm e n t  t h a t  w ou ld  

i n c lu d e  th e  e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  S o n o ra  and  t h e  

w e s te r n  p o r t i o n  o f  C h ih u a h u a , w i th  b o u n d a r ie s  c a r e 

f u l l y  d raw n to  a v o id  l a n d s  a l r e a d y  o c c u p ie d .  T h is  

l a r g e l y  u n in h a b i t e d  a r e a  w ould  be  d e c l a r e d  i m p e r i a l  

d o m ain , open  to  s e t t l e m e n t ,  an d  a l l  m in in g  c la im s  

n o t  o c c u p ie d  and  w orked  a t  th e  d a te  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t e d  

d e c r e e  w ould  b e  open  t o  “th e  f i r s t  c o m e rs ."  The 

M exican  t r e a s u r y  w ou ld  r e c e i v e  s i x  p e r  c e n t ,  p a id

i n  b u l l i o n ,  o f  th e  g r o s s  p r o c e e d s  o f  a l l  t h e  g o ld
}\ /|

and  s i l v e r  m in e s .  D raw ing on h i s  C a l i f o r n i a n  

e x p e r i e n c e s ,  Gwin a s s u r e d  h o n e s t  r e p o r t s  a n d  r e c e i p t s  

by  th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  m i l i t a r y  p r o t e c t i o n ,  g o v e rn 

m ent a s s a y  o f f i c e s ,  a n d  r e d u c t i o n  w o rk s . He

a g a i n s t  M a x im il ia n ' s  r e f u s a l , a t  t h i s  v e ry  t im e , t o  
i n c lu d e  a  c e s s i o n  o f  S o n o r a 's  m in e r a l  r i g h t s  to  
F ra n c e  i n  th e  T r e a ty  o f  M iram ar.

^ ^ G w in 's  " P la n  o f  C o lo n iz a t io n  i n  S o n o ra  an d  
C h ih u a h u a ,"  an d  "N o te s  E x p la n a to r y  o f  th e  P l a n  o f  
C o lo n iz a t io n  i n  S o n o ra  an d  C h ih u a h u a ,"  P a r i s ,  M arch , 
1 8 6 4 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  i b i d . , p p .  5 0 2 -5 0 3 .

44-N ote  t h e  c o n t r a s t  h e r e  w i th  th e  M o n th o lo n - 
R egency  T r e a ty ,  m e n tio n e d  a b o v e , w h ich  p r o v id e d  f o r  
t e n  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  n e t  p r o c e e d s  f o r  th e  M ex ican  
T r e a s u r y .  T h is  change  i s  n o te d ,  b u t  n o t  e x p la in e d ,  i n  
H id a lg o  t o  M a x im ilia n , A p r i l  3 0 , 1864 , w h ich  r e f e r r e d  
t o  Gwin’ s  m e e tin g  w i th  M a x im ilia n  i n  P a r i s .  HHUSA, 
Box 1 9 , P a r t  I I ,  2 6 4 -6 5 .
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p ro p o s e d  t h a t  a  t r i b u n a l ,  a p p o in te d  b y  M a x im ilia n , 

be  e s t a b l i s h e d  to  a d j u d i c a t e  p r e v i o u s  m ine c la im s  

w h ic h , i f  fo u n d  v a l i d ,  w ou ld  b e  p a i d  c o m p e n sa tio n  

from  th e  i m p e r i a l  t r e a s u r y ,  th u s  a v o id in g  

c o s t l y  l i t i g a t i o n  f o r  m in e r s .  Gwin i n t e r e s t i n g l y  

c o n c lu d e d , " A l l  g r a n t s  o f  l a n d  o r  m in in g  p r i v i l e g e s  

w h ich  h av e  b e e n  made w i t h i n  th e  b o u n d a r ie s  o f  s a i d  

D e p a rtm en t s i n c e  th e  l a n d in g  a t  V e ra  C ruz o f  th e  

j o i n t  'Army o f  O c c u p a t io n ' o f  F r a n c e ,  E n g la n d , and  

S p a in ,  t o  be  d e c l a r e d  n u l l  a n d  v o i d . " ^ ^

I m i t a t i n g  S t o n e 's  1859 r e q u e s t  f o r  U n i te d  

S t a t e s  m i l i t a r y  p r o t e c t i o n ,  Gwin s u g g e s te d  t h a t  

th e  F re n c h  arm y p r o v id e  a  th o u s a n d  m ounted  men a n d  

a  b a t t e r y  o f  m o u n ta in  h o w i t z e r s  t o  p r o t e c t  m in e rs  

a g a i n s t  b o th  I n d ia n  d e p r e d a t io n s  an d  an y  " d e s p e r a te  

c h a r a c t e r s "  i n f i l t r a t i n g  among h o n e s t  e m ig r a n t s .

He i n s i s t e d  t h a t  th e s e  F re n c h  s o l d i e r s  b e  t h e  b e s t  

i n  M ex ico , an d  he p ro p o s e d  t h a t  th e  p r o c e e d s  o f

^ G w in 's  " P la n  o f  C o lo n iz a t io n  i n  S o n o ra  an d  
C h ih u a h u a ,"  and  "N o te s  E x p la n a to r y  o f  th e  P la n  o f  
C o lo n iz a t io n  i n  S o n o ra  and  C h ih u a h u a ,"  P a r i s ,  M arch , 
1 8 6 4 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  C olem an, "G w in 's  P l a n , "  O v e r la n d  
M o n th ly , X V II (M ay, 1 8 9 1 ) ,  p p .  5 0 2 -5 0 5 .
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m in es a s s ig n e d  t o  th e  m i l i t a r y  b e  d iv id e d  p ro  r a t a ,  

a c c o rd in g  t o  r a n k .  "T hey w ould  a l l  i n  t h a t  e v e n t  

come away r i c h  a t  th e  e n d  o f  t h e i r  s e r v i c e . "  Gwin 

c a r e f u l l y  w e ig h e d  r o u t e s  an d  m on ths o f  m i l i t a r y  

m arch es t o  c o in c id e  w i th  th e  J u l y  r a i n y  s e a s o n , 

th u s  p r o v i d in g  fo o d  and  w a te r  f o r  h o r s e s  and  m en, 

and  e n a b l in g  e n g in e e r s  t o  b u i l d  dams f o r  m in in g  

o p e r a t io n s  d u r in g  th e  d r y  s e a s o n .

Aware o f  t h e  v u l n e r a b i l i t y  o f  M exico , Gwin

i n s i s t e d  t h a t  m in in g  e m ig r a n ts  f ro m  C anada , F r a n c e ,

G erm any, S p a in ,  S o u th  A m e ric a , a n d  th e  U n ite d

S t a t e s  w ou ld  f u r n i s h  v i t a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  M a x im ilia n .

F o llo w in g  a n  i n t e r v i e w  on  M arch 1 2 , 1 8 6 4 , w i th  th e

fo rm e r F re n c h  m i n i s t e r  t o  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s ,  Gwin

a l l u d e d  t o  th e  u n e a s in e s s  o f  N a p o leo n  an d  M a x im ilia n

a b o u t A m erican  d e s i g n s .  He t h e n  a d m i t te d ,  " I  do n o t

deny  t h a t  a t  p r e s e n t  t h e r e  i s  d a n g e r  o f  S o n o ra  b e in g

l o s t  to  th e  M exican  Crow n. I t  i s  e n t i r e l y  d e s t i t u t e

o f  p r o t e c t i o n , — a  w a if  f l o a t i n g  a b o u t ,  t o  b e  p ic k e d
47up by  th e  f i r s t  c o m e rs ."  J u a n  N . A lm o n te , P r e s i d e n t

505.

^^ Ib id .

^^G win to  M e r c ie r ,  M arch 1 2 , 1 8 6 4 , i b i d . .
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o f  t h e  R e g en c y , h a d  a l s o  re m in d e d  M a x im ilia n  a b o u t 

t h e  s u s c e p t i b i l i t y  o f  t h i s  r e g i o n .

In  M arch , 1 8 6 4 , b o th  tb e  F re n c h  a n d  th e  

U n i te d  S t a t e s  w ere aw are  t h a t  S o n o ra  and o th e r  

n o r t h e r n  s t a t e s  w ere  n o m in a l ly  c o n t r o l l e d  b y  

J u a r e z . N a p o l e o n  o r d e r e d  F re n ch  t r o o p s  t o  S o n o ra , 

o s t e n s i b l y  t o  c o u n te r  C a l i f o r n i a  e m ig ra n ts  r e p o r t e d  

t o  h ave  la n d e d  a t  Guaymas to  c la im  l a n d  g r a n t s  made 

b y  th e  M exican  P r e s i d e n t .  The F re n ch  c h a r g é  

d ' a f f a i r e s  t o  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  L o u is  de G e o f f ro y , 

h e a t e d l y  p r o t e s t e d  th e s e  c o n c e s s io n s  fro m  J u a r e z .  

Sew ard  r e p l i e d  t h a t  w h ile  he a p p r e c i a t e d  su c h  

" f r a n k n e s s , " he  had  no know ledge o f  su c h  an  e m ig ra 

t i o n ,  and  he  a s s u r e d  G e o ff ro y  t h a t  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  

w ou ld  m a in ta in  i t s  n e u t r a l i t y . M e a n w h i l e ,  on

A lm onte  t o  M a x im ilia n , November 2 7 , 1863» 
M ex ico , A lm onte c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  1 8 6 2 -1 8 6 6 , from  
HHUSA, c o p ie s  i n  th e  B a rk e r  L i b r a r y ,  U n i v e r s i ty  o f  
T e x a s .

^^Thom as C orw in  t o  S ew ard , March 2 8 , 1 8 6 4 , 
NA, S t a t e ,  M i n i s t e r s '  D e s p a tc h e s , M ic ro co p y  97»
R o l l  3 1 , V o l. 3 0 .

^ ^ L o u is  de G e o ff ro y  t o  S ew ard , W a sh in g to n , 
A p r i l  3» 1 8 6 4 ; Sew ard  to  G e o f f ro y ,  W a sh in g to n , A p r i l  
6 ,  1 8 6 4 . B o th  l e t t e r s  r e p r i n t e d  i n  House E x e c u tiv e  
D ocum ents. V o l. I ,  P a r t  I I I ,  No. 1 ,  39» d o n g . ,  1 s t  
s e s s . ,  S e r .  S e t  1 2 4 6 , p p .  7 2 3 -7 2 4 .
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M arch 2 8 , N ap o leo n  s e n t  G e n e ra l C h a r le s  A u g u s te  de 

F r o s s a r d ,  h i s  a id e -d e -c a m p  a n d  i n s p e c t o r - g e n e r a l  o f  

a r t i l l e r y ,  t o  M iram ar t o  o b t a in  M a x im i l ia n 's  

a c q u ie s c e n c e  o f  F re n c h  c o n t r o l  in. S o n o ra .

M a x im ilia n  r e f u s e d  to  com m it h i m s e l f o n  A p r i l  1 4 , 

18 5 4 , h i s  i m p e r i a l  s h ip  l e f t  T r i e s t e  f o r  M ex ico .

Two E m pero rs w ere  now in v o lv e d  i n  th e  f a t e  o f  

S o n o r a 's  m in e r a l  w e a l th .

As th e  F re n c h  moved to w a rd s  S o n o ra , th e y

p r e s s e d  th e  M ex ican  M in i s t e r  i n  P a r i s  t o  o b t a i n  

M a x im i l ia n 's  a p p r o v a l .  J o s e  M anuel H id a lg o ,  th e  

m ost i n f l u e n t i a l  M exican  i n  F ra n c e ,  h a d  b e e n  

i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  b o th  th e  en co u rag e m en t o f  i n t e r 

v e n t io n  and  i n  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  o f  M a x i m i l i a n . N o w  

i n  th e  u n c o m fo r ta b le  p o s i t i o n  o f  t r y i n g  t o  p l a c a t e

- C o ^ t i ,  M a x im il ia n . I ,  52?» 5 3 9 -4 1 ; S uzanne  
D e s te rn e s  and H e n r i e t t e  C h a n d e t, M a x im ilia n  e t  
C h a r lo t t e  ( P a r i s :  L i b r a i r i e  A cadém ique P e r r i n ,
1 9 5 4 ) , p .  1 9 1 .

^ ^ M a x im ilia n  t o  N ap o leo n  I I I ,  A p r i l  8 ,  1 8 6 4 , 
r e p r i n t e d  i n  C o r t i ,  M a x im il ia n . I ,  4 0 2 .

^ ^ Jo se  M anuel H id a lg o ,  N o te s  s e c r è t e s  de 
M. H id a lg o  à  d é v e lo p e r  l e  jo u r  où i l  c o n v ie n d ra  
d ' é c r i r e  l ' h i s t o i r e  de l a  f o n d a t io n  de l 'e m p i r e  
m e x ic a in ,  HHUSA, Box 1 9 , No. 4 6 .
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two E m p e ro rs , H id a lg o  w ro te  th e  M exican  f o r e i g n  

m i n i s t e r  t h a t  he  h ad  p o i n te d  o u t  t o  th e  F re n c h  

f o r e i g n  m i n i s t e r  th e  h i g h ly  d e l i c a t e  n a tu r e  o f  

G w in 's  p l a n s  f o r  S o n o ra  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  p r e c e d e n t  

s e t  b y  A m erican  c o l o n i s t s  i n  T e x a s . T h e n  H id a lg o  

p e r f u n c t o r i l y  fo rw a rd e d  G w in 's  F re n c h  s u p p o r te d  

p r o p o s a l s  t o  M a x im ilia n .

A m id st th e  com plex  i s s u e s  s p in n in g  o f f  

from  th e  A m erican  c i v i l  w a r ,  H id a lg o  f e a r e d  S o u th e rn  

i n t r i g u e s  i n  S o n o ra , i n  s p i t e  o f  h i s  sym pathy  f o r  

th e  C o n fe d e ra te  c a u s e . H i s  d ip lo m a t i c  c o l le a g u e  

F r a n c is c o  de A r r a n g o iz ,  aw are  o f  t h i s  l e t t e r  fro m  

H id a lg o  t o  M a x im ilia n , m is ta k e n ly  c a s t i g a t e d  Gwin 

a s  th e  " a c t iv e  a g e n t"  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  s u n d e r in g  

C a l i f o r n i a  from  M e x i c o . H e  p o r t r a y e d  th e  s e n -

^ H id a lg o  to  J .  M. A rro y o , A p r i l  2 9 , 1 8 6 4 ,
D oc. 1 9 4 1 5 , c i t e d  by  Weckmann, L as  r e l a c i o n e s  f r a n c o -  
m e x ic a n a s ,  I I ,  320 ; H id a lg o  to  T T T T T r r ô ÿ ô T T Î iÿ n n r r  
l E ^ '  Doc . 194 2 0 , i b i d . , 3 2 1 .

^ ^ H id a lg o  to  M a x im il ia n , A p r i l  3 0 , 1 8 6 4 ,
HHUSA, Box 1 9 , P a r t  I I ,  2 6 4 -6 5 .

^ ^ A rra n g o iz  to  M a x im il ia n , A p r i l  3 0 , 1 8 6 4 , 
i b i d . , Box 1 8 , K o n v o lu t A, D o cs . 1 8 -1 9 . The b i t t e r 
n e s s  o f  M ex ican s to w a rd s  C a l i f o r n i a n s  i s  u n d e r s ta n d 
a b l e ,  c o n s id e r in g  th e  f i l i b u s t e r i n g  a t t e m p ts  e m a n a tin g  
fro m  t h a t  s t a t e  i n  th e  1 8 5 0 ' s .
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a t o r  a s  a man o f  no p r i n c i p l e  who p la n n e d  to  u n i t e  

S o n o ra , S i n a lo a ,  C a l i f o r n i a  and O regon  i n  an  in d e p e n -  

d e n t r e p u b l ic #  H id a lg o  was e q u a l ly  b u t  m ore s u b t l y  

a la rm ed#  He in fo rm e d  h i s  new Em peror t h a t  w h ile  Drouyn 

de Lhuys i n s i s t e d  o n  a  "p rom pt r e s o l u t i o n "  o f  F re n c h  

p la n s  f o r  S o n o ra , he  w ould d u t i f u l l y  a w a i t  M a x im ilia n * s
56

i n s t r u c t i o n s #  M ean w h ile , D rouyn de Lhuys t o l d  Mon

th o lo n  t h a t  h i s  t r e a t y  c o n c e rn in g  S o n o ra  h ad  " p e r f e c t 

ly  p e n e t r a t e d  i n  t h i s  q u e s t io n  th e  v iew s o f  th e  G overn

m ent o f  th e  E m peror #"^*^

S ix  w eeks l a t e r  H id a lg o  r e v e a l e d  i n t e n s e  

F re n c h  p r e s s u r e  f o r  M exican  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  Gwin* s 

p la n s#  M e r c ie r ,  now r e a s s ig n e d  to  M a d rid , and  

D rouyn de Lhuys c o n tin u e d  t h e i r  s t e a d y  i n s i s t e n c e  

t h a t  M a x im ilia n  re im b u rs e  F re n c h  e x p e n d i tu r e s #

H id a lg o , d i s t r e s s e d  t h a t  n e g o t i a t i o n s  a b o u t S o n o ra

^'^I b i d #

^ ^ H id a lg o  to  M a x im il ia n , A p r i l  3 0 ,  l86ij., HHUSA, 
Box 1 9 , P a r t  I I ,  265# A lso  se e  H id a lg o  t o  A rro y o , 
P a r i s ,  A p r i l  3 0 , l8 6 i |,  r e p r i n t e d  i n  L e f ô v r e ,  Docu
m en ts o f f i c i e l s ,  p# 9i{.#

59Hanna and  H anna, N apo leon  I I I ,  p .  1 7 3 , c i t i n g  
Drouyn de Lhuys to  M o n th o lo n , M arch 3 I»  1 8 6 4 , CP, 
M ex ique, LXI#
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h a d  e s c a l a t e d  t o  o c cu p y  m ost o f  h i s  t im e  a s  

M exican  m i n i s t e r  t o  F r a n c e ,  u rg e d  M a x im ilia n  t o  

e v a lu a t e  Gwi n ' s  p r o p o s a l s . A  y e a r  l a t e r  th e  

c h a rg e  i s  made a g a i n s t  H id a lg o  t h a t  h e  r e p r e s e n t e d  

F re n c h  i n t e r e s t s  m ore th a n  M e x i c a n . W h i l e  t h e r e  

i s  c e r t a i n l y  t r u t h  i n  t h i s  ju d g m e n t, H id a lg o  seem s 

m ost o f  a l l  t o  w an t th e  S o n o ran  i s s u e  r e 

s o lv e d .  He c y n i c a l l y  r e p e a t e d  new s from  th e  U n ite d  

S t a t e s  t h a t  Gwin w ould  s u p p o s e d ly  becom e " th e  Duke 

o f  S o n o ra " — an  e m o t io n a l  a c c u s a t i o n  t h a t  he 

r e a l i z e d  w ould  n e g a t i v e l y  i n f lu e n c e  t h e  fo rm e r  

A rchduke o f  A u s t r i a .  A t th e  same t im e ,  G w in 's  u n fo u n d e d  

p r o t e s t s  to  th e  F re n c h  f o r e i g n  m i n i s t e r  t h a t  

H id a lg o  h a d  n o t  fo rw a rd e d  h i s  p r o p o s a l s  on to  th e  

M exican  E m peror d i s t u r b e d  h im . A lm ost p l a i n t i v e l y ,  

H id a lg o  b e g g ed  M a x im il ia n  to  c o n s id e r  h i s  p r e v io u s  

d i s p a t c h e s  on S o n o ra  an d  to  c o n s u l t  w i th  M. R oger 

D ubos, F re n c h  v i c e - c o n s u l  i n  C h ih u a h u a , whom he 

recom m ended a s  an  " h o n o ra b le  an d  i n t e l l i g e n t "  m an.

^ ^ H id a lg o  t o  M a x im il ia n , May 1 5 , 1 8 6 4 , i b i d . .  
Box 1 9 , P a r t  I I ,  2 8 1 -8 2 .

^ ^ C o r t i ,  M a x im il ia n , I I ,  5 1 8 .

^ ^ H id a lg o  t o  M a x im il ia n , May 1 5 , 1 8 6 4 , HHUSA, 
Box 1 9 , P a r t  I I ,  2 8 1 -2 8 2 .
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F a i l i n g  t o  p l e a s e  e i t h e r  th e  M exican  o r  F re n c h  

c o u r t ,  H id a lg o  e v e n t u a l l y  i n c u r r e d  th e  w ra th  o f  

b o th .

A t t h i s  t im e ,  i n  th e  w in t e r  and  s p r i n g  o f  

1 8 6 5 -1 8 6 4 , L in c o ln  an d  S ew ard , u n e a s y  a b o u t  F re n c h  

s u p p l i e s  to  th e  C o n fe d e ra te  n a v y , a s s i d u o u s l y  

a v o id e d  c o n f r o n t a t i o n s  w i th  F r a n c e .  ^ H ow ever, on 

A p r i l  4 ,  1 8 5 4 , th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  C o n g re ss  p a s s e d  

a  r e s o l u t i o n  p r o t e s t i n g  th e  " d e p lo r a b le  e v e n ts  

t r a n s p i r i n g  i n  M e x ic o ,"  c a u s in g  Drouyn de L huys t o

a s k  D ay ton  b l u n t l y ,  "Do you  b r i n g  u s  p e a c e  o r  b r i n g
54u s  w ar?"  S ew ard , aw are  t h a t  t h i s  was n o t  th e  tim e  

f o r  " i d l e  m en aces"  t o  N a p o le o n , b e l i e v e d  t h e r e  was 

was no n e e d  t o  " g a sc o n a d e  a b o u t M exico when we a r e  

i n  a  s t r u g g l e  f o r  o u r  own l i f e . " ^ ^  Thus th e  F re n c h  

w ere  e n c o u ra g e d  t o  c o n t in u e  t h e i r  o p tim ism  a b o u t  U n i te d  

S t a t e s  n e u t r a l i t y .

^ ^ W h ite , A m erican  O p in io n  o f  F r a n c e , p .  157- 

54 C o n g r e s s io n a l  G lo b e , 38» C o n g ., 1 s t  s e s s . ,  
p p .  1 4 0 8 , ------ ---------------

^ ^S ew ard  to  B ig e lo w , May 2 1 , 1 8 6 4 , q u o te d  by  
Sam uel F la g g  B em is, e d . , The A m erican  S e c r e t a r i e s  o f  
S t a t e  an d  T h e i r  D ip lom acy  Cîiew Y ork ; A l f r e d  A. K nopf,TwjrviTriô'?: —
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On Ju n e  1 , 1 8 6 4 , a  m onth and  a  h a l f  a f t e r  

E m peror M a x im ilia n  l e f t  T r i e s t e  f o r  M exico , W illia m  

M cKendree G w in, b u o y a n t w i th  h o p e , l e f t  S o u th a m p to n .^ ^  

D u rin g  th e  n in e  m onths s in c e  he h a d  a r r i v e d  i n  

F r a n c e ,  he h a d  h a d  f r e q u e n t  i n t e r v ie w s  w ith  th e  Due 

de M orny, two o f  them  i n  th e  m onth b e f o r e  h i s  

d e p a r t u r e C o n f e s s i n g  t h a t  h i s  fo rm e r  a m b i t io n s  h ad  

b e e n  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  p o w e r, Gwin a d m i t te d  t h a t  he  w as now 

s e e k in g  o n ly  p e r s o n a l  w e a l th .  Any h e s i t a t i o n  he h a d  

c o n c e rn in g  f u t u r e  o b s t a c l e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  M exican  

p r e j u d i c e  a g a i n s t  A m e ric a n s , was i n t e r s p e r s e d  w i th  

c o n f id e n c e  t h a t  two E m pero rs s u p p o r te d  h im . Gwin h a d  

r e c o g n iz e d  th e  n a t i o n a l i s m  t h a t  w o u ld , in d e e d ,  d e f e a t  

h im , and  he e r r o n e o u s ly  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  M a x im ilia n  

f a v o r e d  h i s  p l a n  f o r  S o n o ra .^ ®

^ ^ B l a t t n e r ,  " P o l i t i c a l  C a re e r  o f  G w in ,"  1 1 2 .

^^M orny t o  G w in, May 4 ,  1 8 6 4 ; Morny t o  Gw in, 
May 2 6 , 1 8 6 4 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  Colem an, "G w in 's  P l a n , "  
O v e r la n d  M o n th ly . X V III (A u g u s t, 1 8 9 1 ) ,  2 0 5 .

^®Gwin to  h i s  b r o t h e r ,  Ju n e  1 ,  1 8 6 4 , r e p r i n t e d  
i n  i b i d . ,  2 0 6 . Gwin h a d  b e e n  f i n a n c i a l l y  b u f f e t e d  
b y  th e  C i v i l  W ar, a s  h i s  in v e s tm e n ts  and  p r o p e r t y  
w ere  p r i m a r i l y  i n  th e  w a r - to r n  S o u th .
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G w in 's  d e p a r tu r e  f o r  M exico c au se d  a  f l u r r y

o f  d ip lo m a t ic  l e t t e r s .  John  S l i d e l l ,  C o n fe d e ra te

co m m issio n e r t o  F ra n c e , in fo rm e d  Ju d ah  P . B en jam in ,

C o n fe d e ra te  s e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e ,  t h a t  N apo leon  had
69d i r e c t e d  B a z a in e  t o  h e lp  Gwin. The "m ost im por

t a n t  movement . . .  to w a rd s  t h e  m in e r a l  r e g io n  o f  

S onora" was p re p a re d  an d , " a s  i n s t r u c t e d , "  M ontholon  

a s s u r e d  D rouyn de L huys, "Gwin w i l l  accom pany th e  

G e n e r a l ."7^  S l i d e l l  a p p a r e n t ly  th o u g h t  G w in 's  p ro 

j e c t ,  a p p ro v e d  by t h e  F ren ch  E m peror, w ould  h e lp  t h e  

C o n fe d e rac y .'^ ^  The G overnor o f  C a l i f o r n i a ,  F r e d e r ic k  

F . Low, t o l d  Sew ard t h a t  N ap o leo n , r e q u i r i n g  in d e m n ity  

f o r  m i l i t a r y  e x p e n d i tu r e s ,  w ould  demand b o th  S onora

S l i d e l l  t o  B en jam in , P a r i s ,  Ju n e  2 , 1864 , 
r e p r i n t e d  i n  John  B ig e lo w , R e t r o s p e c t io n s  o f  an  
A c tiv e  L i f e  (3  v o l s . ;  New Y ork : The B ak er & T a y lo r
Co., 1WJ7 II, 190.

^ % o n th o lo n  t o  Drouyn de L huys, J u ly  28 , I 8 64 , 
r e p r i n t e d  i n  D ia z , V e rs io n  f r a n c e s a . IV , 7 -1 1 •

^ ^ J .  F re d  H ippy , "M exican P r o j e c t s  o f  t h e  
C o n f e d e r a te s ,"  S o u th w e s te rn  H i s t o r i c a l  Q u a r t e r l y . 
XXII ( A p r i l ,  I 9 I 9 ) ,  p .  ^1 4 ; S l i d e l l  t o  B en jam in , 
June  2 , 1 8 6 4 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  B ig e lo w , R e t r o s p e c t io n s  « 
I I ,  1 9 0 . S l i d e l l  had  b een  a t  C o r c o ra n 's  home when 
Gwin and M ontho lon  f i r s t  d i s c u s s e d  S o n o ra .
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an d  S i n a l o a .  Gwin had  "b e e n  s e n t  a s  an  e m is s a ry  t o
72sh a p e  t h e  p u b l ic  m ind f o r  su c h  a  s t a t e  o f  t h i n g s . "  

C o n t in u in g  to  a c t  i n  a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  h i s  p r e v io u s  

n e u t r a l i t y ,  Sew ard  m a in ta in e d  t h a t  th e  s p r i n g  

cam p a ig n s " a b a te  th e  i n t e r e s t  w i th  w h ich  we have  

b e e n  w a tc h in g  th e  com m otions o f  E u ro p e ."

W ill ia m  C o rw in , U n i te d  S t a t e s '  m i n i s t e r  t o  

M ex ico , a l s o  knew a b o u t  G w in 's  im p e n d in g  a r r i v a l  

an d  th e  p u rp o s e  o f  h i s  m is s io n .  R e c o u n tin g  

M a x im i l ia n 's  a lo o f n e s s  to w a rd  G w in, C orw in  i n t e r 

p r e t e d  t h e  M exican  E m p e ro r ' s  r e l u c t a n c e  t o  p a r t i c i 

p a t e  i n  th e  p r o j e c t  a s  f e a r  o f  a l i e n a t i n g  th e  

U n i te d  S t a t e s  o v e r  an y  d e m o n s tr a t io n  o f  sym pathy
nh

w ith  C o n f e d e r a te s .  On th e  same d ay  t h a t  C orw in  

w ro te  t o  S ew ard , W il l ia m  P r e s t o n ,  C o n fe d e ra te  

envoy  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  t o  M ex ico , w ro te  t o  J e f f e r s o n

^ Low t o  S e w a rd , Ju n e  2 0 , 1 8 6 4 ; Sew ard  t o  
D a y to n , A u g u s t 1 8 , 1 8 6 4 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  S e n a te  E xecu
t i v e  D ocum en ts. D oc. N o. 1 1 , 38® C o n g ., 2d  s e s s . ,  
^ e r .  é e ï  1 2 0 9 , 1 3 6 -1 5 7 .

*^^Seward t o  Jam es S . P i k e ,  May 6 ,  1 8 6 4 , 
r e p r i n t e d  i n  i b i d . , P a r t  I I I ,  p .  5 1 4 .

"^^W illiam  C orw in  to  S e w ard , Ju n e  2 8 , 1864  
NA, S t a t e ,  M i n i s t e r s '  D e s p a tc h e s ,  M ic ro co p y  97, 
R o l l  3 1 , V o l. 3 0 .
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D a v is , p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  C o n fe d e ra c y . R e v e a lin g  

some i n t e r e s t i n g  i n s i g h t s  t o  e v e n ts  o c c u r r in g  i n  

P a r i s ,  P r e s to n  r e l a t e d  a  d i s p u te  b e tw een  Gwin and 

F o u ld , F re n c h  m i n i s t e r  o f  f i n a n c e ,  c o n c e rn in g  

S o n o ra . F o u ld  h ad  p ro p o se d  " l a r g e  m in in g  mono

p o l i e s  t o  g r e a t  F re n c h  c o r p o r a t io n s  f o r  t h e i r  

d ev e lo p m en t and  t h e  c o lo n i z a t io n  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ."

Gwin c o n te s t e d  F o u ld  an d , " to  t h e  an noyance  o f  M. 

F o u ld ,"  N apo leon  e n d o rse d  G w in 's  p la n  o f  " fo u n d 

in g  c o lo n i z a t io n  upon  i n d i v i d u a l  h o p es  and e n t e r -
7Ç

p r i s e ,  i n s t e a d  o f  c o r p o r a te  w e a l th  and  p r i v i l e g e s . "  

M is ta k e n ly  a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  M a x im ilia n  " h e a r t i l y  

ap p ro v ed "  G w in 's  p r o j e c t ,  P r e s to n  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  Gwin 

w ould  be a p p o in te d  s u p e r in te n d e n t  o r  g o v e rn o r  o f  

S o n o ra .

Gwin a r r i v e d  i n  M exico on J u ly  1 , lS 6 4 .^ ^

He soon  fo u n d  h im s e l f  e m b ro ile d  i n  t h r e e  s e t s  o f  

f a c t i o n a l  f e u d s :  t h e  U nion v s .  t h e  C o n fe d e ra c y ,

7 5 p re s to n  t o  D a v is , Ju n e  2Ô, IÔ6 4 , r e p r i n t e d  
i n  B ig e lo w , R e t r o s p e c t io n s . I I ,  1 9 7 -1 9 8 •

?6ibid.
^^Gwin t o  M o n tho lon , O c to b e r 1 5 , 1 8 6 5 , r e 

p r i n t e d  i n  C olem an, "G w in 's  P l a n ,"  O v e rla n d  Mon
t h l y . X V III (A u g u s t, 1 8 9 1 ) ,  p .  2 0 9 .
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J u a r e z  v s .  M a x im ilia n , and  M exico v s .  F ra n c e . 

U n fo r tu n a te ly  f o r  Gwin, he  had  c a s t  h i s  l o t — i n  

a l l  t h r e e  c a s e s — w ith  th e  l o s e r s .  Even b e f o r e  

Gwin a r r i v e d  i n  P a r i s ,  F re n c h  e n g in e e r s  had  su rv e y e d  

S o n o ra 's  m in e ra l  r e s o u r c e s  and N apo leon  w ro te  

B a z a in e , " I  have  r e a d  th e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  e n g in e e r  

L au r on th e  m ines o f  S o n o ra . A company i s  fo rm ed  

h e re  w hich  w i l l  o f f e r  g r e a t  a d v a n ta g e s  t o  th e  

F re n ch  g o v e rn m en t, and  a l s o  t o  t h e  M exican g o v e rn 

m en t. . . . I t  i s  t h u s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  o b t a in  from  th e  

p r o v i s i o n a l  M exican  governm ent t h e  c o n c e s s io n  t o  

t h e  F re n ch  governm en t o f  a l l  t h e  u n c la im e d  m ines 

i n  S o n o ra . . . .  T ry  t o  o b ta in  t h i s  a s  soon  a s  

p o s s i b l e .

G w in 's  f i r s t  p ro b lem  was th e  i n a b i l i t y  t o  

m eet o p e n ly  w i th  G e n e ra l B a z a in e , who, d e s p i t e  

N a p o le o n 's  i n s t r u c t i o n s ,  u n d e rs to o d  t h e  a n im o s i ty
Sobe tw een  M a x im ilia n  and  th e  M e x ic a n s . S a ra  Y orke

^^S ee p p . 161- 1 6 2 .

^^N apo leon  t o  B a z a in e , D ecem ber I 6 , I 8 6 3 , 
r e p r i n t e d  i n  G a rc ia ,  e d . .  D ocum entes i n é c i i t o s .
X V II, 7 5 -7 7 . '

M ontho lon  t o  Drouyn de L huys, J u ly  2S , IÔ64  
and J a n u a ry  S , IS 6 5 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  D fa z , V e rs io n  
f r a n c e s a . IV , 7 -1 1 ; 7 4 -7 7 .
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S te v e n s o n , an o b s e r v e r  o f  t h i s  i n i t i a l  G w in -B aza ine

i n t e r v i e w  r e l a t e d  th e  d e l i c a t e  p la n n in g  n e c e s s a r y

t o  i n t r o d u c e  them  c a s u a l l y  a t  C asa  A m a r i l la ,  th e

h o u se  r e n t e d  b y  C o lo n e l  T a l c o t t  o f  V i r g i n i a ,  w here

Gwin was a  g u e s t .  A f t e r  a  lo n g  t a l k  w i th  Gwin,

B a z a in e  l e f t  i n  good  s p i r i t s .  The F re n c h  g e n e r a l ,

aw are  t h a t  th e  M ex ican  m i n i s t r y  o p p o se d  t h e  p r o j e c t ,

r e a l i z e d  t h a t  a  ch an g e  i n  th e  im p e r ia l  c a b i n e t  w ould
82b e  n e c e s s a r y  b e f o r e  th e  p l a n  c o u ld  be  im p le m e n te d . 

Gwin, h o w e v e r , f e l t  r e a s s u r e d  b y  h i s  r e c u r r i n g  t a l k s  

w i th  B a z a in e ,  who t o l d  him  t h a t  he w ould  s u p p o r t  th e  

p r o j e c t  d e s p i t e  M a x im i l ia n 's  o p p o s i t io n .® ^

A lth o u g h  B a z a in e  h ad  a d v is e d  Gwin n o t  t o  

c a l l  a t  t h e  P a l a c io  de M ex ico , th e  A m erican  d i s 

r e g a r d e d  t h i s  a d v ic e  and  r e c e i v e d  a u d ie n c e s  on 

J u l y  25 a n d  J u l y  2 7 , 1 8 6 4 , w ith  T . E lo i n ,  M a x im i l ia n 's

81 S te v e n s o n , M a x im il ia n , p .  177» C asa  
A m a r i l la  i n  T acu b ay a  i s  p r e s e n t l y  an  a n n ex  f o r  th e  
A rc h iv e  G e n e ra l  de l a  N a c io n . C h a r le s  G r i f f i n ,  e d . , 
L a t in  A m e ric a ; A G uide  t o  th e  H i s t o r i c a l  L i t e r a t u r e  
Q A ustin ; U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T exas P r e s s ,  1 9 7 1 ) ,  %77.

82 S te v e n s o n , M a x im il ia n , p .  177*

®^Gwin t o  h i s  s o n , J u l y  2 7 , 1 8 6 4 , r e p r i n t e d  
i n  C olem an, "G w in 's  P l a n , "  O v e r la n d  M o n th ly , X V III 
(A u g u s t, 1 8 9 1 ) , p .  2 0 4 .
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B e lg ia n  C h ie f  o f  t h e  C a b in e t .  C o n s i s t e n t l y  

a n t a g o n i s t i c  to w a rd  F re n c h - s p o n s o re d  p r o j e c t s ,

E lo in  i n t i m a t e d  t h a t  Gwin sh o u ld  h av e  a p p l i e d  f o r  

an  i n t e r v i e w  w i th  th e  E m peror b e f o r e  t a l k i n g  to  

B a z a in e . Gwin, f r u s t r a t e d ,  c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  th e  

B e lg ia n  m i n i s t e r  h a d  a d o p te d  th e  p r e j u d i c e s  o f  th e
Q/i

M exicans a g a i n s t  th e  A m e ric a n s . To E l o i n ,  h o w ev er, 

t h e  fo rm e r C a l i f o r n i a  p o l i t i c i a n  r e p r e s e n t e d  th e  

t h r e a t e n i n g  e x e c u t io n  o f  N a p o le o n 's  p l a n  t o  o b t a i n  

S o n o r a 's  s i l v e r ,  an  i r r i t a t i o n  to  B e lg i a n s ,  who 

r e s e n t e d  F re n c h  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e i r  m o n e ta ry  p o l i c i e s .  

On th e  d ay  f o l lo w in g  G w in 's  m e e tin g  w i th  E l o i n ,  th e  

F re n c h  m i n i s t e r  to  M exico w ro te  th e  F re n c h  f o r e i g n  

m i n i s t e r  t h a t  M a x im ilia n  s tu b b o r n ly  r e f u s e d  to  

im p lem en t th e  S o n o ra n  p ro p o s a ls .® ^

Gwin was c l e a r l y  in v o lv e d  i n  a  d e l i c a t e  

m is s io n .  On th e  same e v e n in g  o f  t h e  J u l y  27 E lo in  

m e e tin g , he  m et a g a in  w i th  B a z a in e  a t  C asa  A m a r i l la .

an
E lo in  t o  Gw in, J u l y  2 3 , 1 8 6 4 ; Gwin t o  h i s  

s o n ,  J u ly  2 7 , 1 8 6 4 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  C olem an, " G w in 's  
P l a n , "  O v e r la n d  M o n th ly . X V III (A u g u s t, 1 8 9 1 ) ,  2 1 2 , 
2 0 4 .

® ^M ontholon t o  D rouyn de D huys, J u l y  2 8 , 
1 8 6 4 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  O l l i v i e r ,  La i n t e r v e n c i o n  
f r a n c e s a ,  p .  1 3 7 -
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When Gwin r e l a y e d  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  h i s  a p p a r e n t l y  

f r u i t l e s s  i n t e r v i e w  w i th  E lo i n ,  B a z a in e  r e p l i e d  t h a t  

E lo in  was u n r e l i a b l e  and  " c o u ld  b e  b o u g h t .

F r u s t r a t e d ,  b u t  w i s e r ,  Gwin r e l i e d  on B a z a in e  f o r  

f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  N a p o le o n 's  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  S o n o ra .

G w in ,. l i k e  M on tho lon , b e l i e v e d  t h a t  he  w ould 

be a llo w e d  t o  accom pany B a z a in e  t o  t h e  S o n o ra  m in e s . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  e x te n s iv e  c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  

t h e  A m e ric a n s , w i th  Gwin a s  t h e i r  l e a d e r ,  p la n n e d  t o  

d e ta c h  t h i s  a r e a  from  M ex ico , t r o u b l e d  Gwin. P l a i n l y  

u n e a s y  a b o u t  th e  E lo in  i n t e r v i e w ,  he  t o l d  h i s  so n  t o  

co n v ey  a  l e t t e r  to  Morny i n  o r d e r  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  i n s t r u c 

t i o n s  c o u n te rm a n d in g  th e  e x p e d i t i o n  w ere  i s s u e d .

W ith r e s i l i e n t  o p tim ism , and r e v e a l i n g  p r e v io u s  

p l a n s  i n  P a r i s ,  Gwin a l s o  d i r e c t e d  h i s  so n  t o  

e n c o u ra g e  M orny t o  s e n d  b o th  h i s  fu n d s  a n d  h i s  men 

t o  im p le m e n t t h e  p l a n s  f o r  S o n o r a . However ,

Gwin h a d  r e a s o n  t o  f e a r  im p e n d in g  a d v e r s i t y .  J o a q u in

Gwin t o  h i s  s o n ,  J u l y  2 7 , 1 8 6 4 , r e p r i n t e d  
i n  C olem an, "G w in 's  P l a n , "  O v e r la n d  M o n th ly . X V III 
(A u g u s t, 1 8 9 1 ) ,  2 0 4 .

^ ^ p ^ i d . ; Morny to  Gw in, J r . ,  S ep tem b er 1 7 ,
1 8 6 4 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  i b i d . , 2 0 5 . M on tho lon  a l s o  u n e q u i
v o c a b ly  s t a t e d ,  "Gwin w i l l  accom pany t h e  G e n e r a l ."  
M ontho lon  t o  D rouyn de L huys, J u ly  28 , I 864 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  
D ia z , V e rs io n  f r a n c e s a ,  IV , 7 -1 1 .
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V e la sq u e z  de L ed n , M i n i s t e r - P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  E m p ire , 

w ro te  Gwin tw o w eeks l a t e r ,  "The E m pero r, who i s  

u n a b le  t o  r e c e i v e  y o u , d e s i r e s  t h a t  t h i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  

n e g o t i a t i o n  be  t r e a t e d  w i th  n e c e s s a r y  wisdom  and  c i r -  

c u m s p e c tio n ; • .  • h a n d le  i t  w i th  b r e v i t y . "

D u rin g  t h e  same p e r i o d  t h a t  th e  M exican 

c o u r t  r e j e c t e d  Gwin, th e  F re n c h  c o u r t  a p p l i e d  m ore 

p r e s s u r e  on M a x im il ia n . The t h r e e  m a jo r  F re n c h  

f i n a n c i a l  a d v i s o r s  on M exican  a f f a i r s — G erm iny ,

P o u ld  and  C o r ta — a l l e g e d  t h a t  t h e  u n r e s o lv e d  

S o n o ra  i s s u e  h in d e r e d  f u r t h e r  econom ic  s u p p o r t  to  

M exico .® ^ F re n c h  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e s  c o n t in u e d  p l a n s  

t o  p r e s s  n o r th w a r d .  The U n i te d  S t a t e s '  m i n i s t e r  t o  

M exico w ro te  S ew ard  t h a t  two to  f o u r  th o u s a n d  

F re n c h  s o l d i e r s  w ould  be s e n t  t o  S o n o ra  i n  O c to b e r  

t o  make th e  s t a t e  i n t o  a  F re n c h  c o lo n y ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  

r e im b u r s e  th e  m i l i t a r y  e x p e n s e s .  U n su re  o f  p r i v i l e g e s  

g r a n t e d  t o  G w in, C orw in  o b s e rv e d  t h a t  M a x im ilia n  a n d  

th e  M ex icans d e p lo r e d  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  S o n o ra

88 /  /
V e la sq u e z  de L eo n , M i n i s t e r  o f  S t a t e ,  t o

G w in, A u g u s t 1 2 , 1 8 6 4 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  i b i d . ,  2 1 2 .

® % idalK O  to  M a x im il ia n , J u l y  1 5 , 1 8 6 4 , 
HHUSA, Box 1 9 , P a r t  I I ,  5 5 5 -5 5 4 .
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b ecom ing  m ore in d e p e n d e n t  o f  th e  c e n t r a l  g o v e rn 

m e n t ,^ ^  Sew ard  r e c e i v e d  t h i s  news a b o u t h i s  o ld  

f r i e n d  Gwin w i th  a  r e v i v a l  o f  t h e i r  fo rm e r  r i v a l r y .  

The s e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e  w ry ly  com m ented to  D ay ton  

t h a t  Gwin w o u ld  t u r n  o u t  t o  be  "ev e n  m ore o f  an  

in c o n v e n ie n c e  t o  w h a te v e r  g o v ern m en t may e x i s t  i n  

M exico th a n  o f  u l t i m a t e  harm  to  o u r  own c o u n t r y .  " 

N o tw i th s ta n d in g ,  h e  i n s t r u c t e d  h i s  m i n i s t e r  t o  

P ra n c e  t o  a s s e r t a i n  G w in ' s  s u p p o r t  from  N a p o le o n .

The F re n c h  E m peror s u b s t a n t i a l l y  b a c k e d  G w in. I t  

h a d  b e e n  o n ly  one y e a r  s in c e  th e  s e n a t o r  h a d  a r r i v e d  

i n  P a r i s ,  c o n f e r r e d  w i th  tw o E m p e ro rs , r e c e i v e d  

e n c o u ra g e m e n t t h a t  w o u ld  e n a b le  h im  t o  re c o u p  h i s  

f i n a n c i a l  f o r t u n e s ,  and  h a d  e x p e c t a n t l y  c r o s s e d  b a c k  

i n t o  th e  w e s te r n  h e m is p h e re .

I n  S e p te m b e r  o f  1 8 6 4 , r e f e r r i n g  t o  N a p o le o n 's  

p e r s o n a l  r e q u e s t  f o r  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  v ie w s  o f  

p o l i t i c a l  and  m i l i t a r y  a f f a i r s ,  Gwin la u d e d  th e

no
' W illia m  C orw in  t o  S ew ard , A u g u st 2 9 , 1 8 6 4 , 

NA, S t a t e ,  M i n i s t e r s '  D e s p a tc h e s , M ic ro co p y  97» R o l l  
5 1 , V o l. 5 0 .

^ ^S ew ard  t o  D a y to n , S ep tem b er 1 5 , 1 8 6 4 , 
r e p r i n t e d  i n  S e n a te  E x e c u tiv e  D ocum ents. 58tt Cong.
2 d  s e s s . ,  S e r .  S e t  1È 09, p .  l 4 6 .
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F re n c h  a rm y 's  c u r r e n t  s u c c e s s f u l  cam p aig n  t o  t a k e  

p o s s e s s io n  o f  S in a lo a  and  t o  a d v an c e  to w a rd s  

S o n o ra  a n d  C h ih u ah u a  b y  O c to b e r .  A sk in g  f o r  co n 

t i n u e d  m i l i t a r y  s u p p o r t ,  Gwin r e i n f o r c e d  N a p o le o n 's  

o b j e c t i v e  o f  o b t a i n i n g  S o n o r a 's  m in e r a l  w e a l th  i n  

ex ch an g e  f o r  M e x ic o 's  d e b t s  t o  F r a n c e .  The M exican  

E m pire  w ould  a l s o  b e n e f i t  fro m  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  

S o n o ra ; w i th  ren e w e d  w e a l th  an d  p o p u l a t i o n ,  i t

w ould  th u s  be e n a b le d  to  d e fe n d  i t s e l f  a g a i n s t
92f o r e i g n  o r  d o m e s tic  e n e m ie s .

I n  t h i s  l e t t e r  Gwin r e v e a l e d  none  o f  h i s  

l a t e r  a n im o s i ty  to w a rd  B a z a in e , now a  m a r s h a l ,  n o r  

an y  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  c o n t a c t i n g  h im .^ ^  B a z a in e  h a d  

c a r e f u l l y  ex am in ed  th e  p la n  and  h a d  i n d i c a t e d  i t  

c o u ld  be im p le m e n te d  w hen th e  F re n c h  arm y e n t e r e d  

S o n o ra . A lth o u g h  h e  d i s c e r n i n g l y  s u g g e s te d  

c h a n g in g  G w in' s  p r o j e c t e d  sy s te m  o f  l a n d  d o n a t io n  

t o  one o f  p r e - e m p t io n ,  a s  u s e d  i n  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s ,  

Gwin a g re e d  w i t h  t h i s  r e v i s i o n  and  t h a t  i t  w ou ld

^^Gwin to  N ap o leo n  I I I ,  S e p tem b er 1 2 , 1 8 6 4 , 
r e p r i n t e d  i n  C olem an, "G w in 's  P l a n , "  O v e r la n d  
M o n th ly , XV II (M ay, 1891)., 5 0 6 -5 0 8 .

^ ^ B a z a in e  w as p ro m o te d  t o  M a rsh a l o f  F ra n c e  
on S ep tem b er 5» 1 8 6 4 . J a c k  A u tre y  D abbs, The F re n c h  

Army i n  M ex ico , 1 8 6 1 -1 8 6 7 : A S tu d y  i n  M i l i t a r y  G overn-
i b è ? r ( T î i ê T ï ü u e :  M outon t  -------------
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i n c r e a s e  t h e  p u b l i c  r e v e n u e . T h ro u g h o u t G w in 's  

l e t t e r  to  N a p o le o n , h o w e v e r, a  w a r in e s s  i s  u n 

m is t a k a b l e .  C o lo n e l B la n c h o t ,  a  member o f  B a z a in e 's  

s t a f f ,  o b s e r v e d ,  " I  saw t h i s  v e n e r a b le  A m erican  a n d  

w as a  w i tn e s s  o f  h i s  r e s t l e s s n e s s ,  o f  h i s  d i s 

i l l u s i o n s ,  an d  o f  h i s  a n g e r"  a t  t h e  o b s t in a c y  o f  

M a x im il ia n . C la im in g  t h a t  B a z a in e  e a r n e s t l y  t r i e d  

t o  h e l p ,  B la n c h o t  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  

G w in 's  p l a n s  d ep en d e d  on M a x im i l ia n 's  a c c e p ta n c e  o f  

th e  F e b r u a r y ,  1 8 6 4 , t r e a t y  b e tw e e n  M on tho lon  and

the Regency.95

Some two w eeks a f t e r  w r i t i n g  N a p o le o n ,

Gwin p r e s e n t e d  m in in g  p l a n s  t o  th e  E m press th roug jh  

M. C o r ta ,  a  member o f  th e  c o rp s  l é g i s l a t i f  and  

M a x im i l ia n 's  F re n c h  f i n a n c i a l  a d v i s o r .9^ M a x im ilia n  

" g r e a t l y  i n s i s t e d  i n  know ing i f  t h e  Em peror p la c e d

9 Gwin t o  N ap o leo n  I I I ,  S e p tem b er 1 2 , 1 8 6 4 , 
r e p r i n t e d  i n  C olem an, "G w in 's  P l a n , "  O v e r la n d  M o n th ly . 
X V II (M ay, 1 8 9 1 ) ,  p .  5 0 ? . Thus t h e  l a n d  la w s  o f  th e  
U n i te d  S t a t e s  and  th e  M exican  m in in g  c o d e , a d o p te d  
fro m  th e  S p a n is h  O rd in a n c e s  o f  1783» w ou ld  b e  th e  
l e g a l  p r o v i s i o n s  t o  d e v e lo p  th e  m in e r a l  r e s o u r c e s  o f  
S o n o ra .

99sianchot, L'Intervention française. II, 2 5 7.

9^Montholon to Drouyn de Lhuys, September 2 7 , 
i#64, reprinted in ofaz, Versidh francesa, IV , 3 0 -3 6 .
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param ont im p o r ta n c e  t o  t h e  c o n c e s s io n ,  w h ich  was
Q7

p r e s e n te d  . . . b e f o r e  he l e f t  P a r i s . "  D e s p i te

M a x im i l ia n 's  h e s i t a t i o n  t o  te ike  t h e  c e s s io n  o f  S ono ra

s e r i o u s l y ,  M ontho lon  a s s u r e d  Drouyn d e  L huys t h a t ,

r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  C o r ta  c o n fe r e n c e ,  " th e  o b j e c t i v e s

p r e v io u s ly  d i s c u s s e d  c o n c e rn in g  t h e  s t a t e s  o f  S ono ra

and  C h ihuahua  w i l l  be a c h ie v e d  by  t h e  e x p e c te d  o c -

c u p a t io n  o f  t h e s e  t e r r i t o r i e s  by  t h e  F re n c h  a m y ."

I r o n i c a l l y ,  Gwin now d i s p la y e d  h i s  f i r s t

d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i th  B a z a in e 's  s u p p o r t ,  a l th o u g h  he

u n h e s i t a t i n g l y  a c c e p te d  C a r l o t a 's  m o d i f i c a t io n s

w h ic h , he  f e l t ,  M ontho lon  w ould  a l s o  a p p ro v e .

W ith  h i s  s p i r i t s  r e s t o r e d  by t h e  C o r ta  c o n fe r e n c e ,

Gwin lo o k e d  fo rw a rd  t o  d e fe n d in g  t h e  t r e a t y  a g a in s t

M a x im i l ia n 's  o b j e c t i o n s ,  and  he  im m e d ia te ly  b egan
99p r e p a r in g  a  sy s te m  o f  governm ent f o r  S o n o ra .

97 l b i d . ,  p .  3 6 .

^^M ontho lon  t o  Drouyn de L h u y s, S ep tem b er 2 4 , 
IÔ6 4 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  i b i d . ,  p p . 3 6 -4 4 .

^^Gwin t o  h i s  w i f e ,  S ep tem b er 2 9 , IÔ6 4 ; Gwin 
t o  h i s  d a u g h te r ,  S ep tem b er 2 9 , IÔ6 4 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  
C olem an, e d . ,  " G w in 's  P la n ,"  O v e rla n d  M o n th ly .
XVII (May, I 89 I ) ,  p p . 5 0 2 -5 0 9 .



198

G w in 's  memorandiom to  accom pany M o n th o lo n ' s 

t r e a t y  g r a n t i n g  a  c o n c e s s io n  o f  t h e  m in e s  o f  N o r th  

M exico t o  F ra n c e  was an  i n t e n s e  e f f o r t  t o  c o n v in c e  

M a x im ilia n  a n d  C a r lo t a  o f  th e  n e e d  t o  d e v e lo p  th e  

m in e r a l  an d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  t h e r e .  He 

u rg e d  f o r  a n  im m e d ia te  d e c i s i o n ,  a s  t h i s  a r e a  w as 

h e ld  b y  J u a r e z ,  who m ig h t in d u c e  s o l d i e r s  f ro m  th e  

U n i te d  S t a t e s  t o  j o i n  h i s  c a u s e  b y  o f f e r i n g  th em  th e  

m in e s  o f  th e  N o r th .  T h u s , N a p o le o n 's  arm y m u st 

o ccu p y  n o r t h e r n  M exico a s  e v e n  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  

w o u ld  " p a u s e  b e f o r e  f i r i n g  a  s h o t  a t  t h e  F re n c h  

f l a g . "  N o tin g  t h a t  M exico was i n  t h e  same c o n d i t i o n  

a s  i t  h a d  b e e n  i n  1 8 2 1 , Gwin p o i n t e d  o u t  th e  

p o l i c y  o f  th e  f i r s t  in d e p e n d e n t  g o v e rn m e n t, 

w h ic h  h a d  r e d u c e d  s i l v e r  d u t i e s  d r a s t i c a l l y ,  e n a b l in g  

f o r e i g n  i n v e s t o r s  t o  r e s t o r e  dam aged m in e s .

Memorandum A ccom panying th e  P r o j e c t  o f  a  
T r e a ty  G iv in g  a  C o n c e s s io n  o f  th e  M ines o f  N o r th  
M exico t o  F r a n c e , r e p r i n t e d  i n  i b i d . , p p .  5 0 9 -5 1 0 . 
T h is  i s  th e  memorandum r e a d  t o  C a r lo t a  b y  M. C o r ta  
i n  S e p te m b e r , 1 8 6 4 . S ee  A p p e n d ix .
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B ru s q u e ly  re m in d in g  th e  new r u l e r s  t h a t  

th e  g o v e rn m e n t 's  p o w e r, m e re ly  " a  shadow " i n  S o n o ra , 

h a d  h i t h e r t o  f a i l e d  t o  subdue  e i t h e r  r e b e l l i o u s  

g o v e rn o r s  o r  r e l e n t l e s s  I n d i a n s ,  Gwin d e p lo r e d  th e  

f a c t  t h a t  th e  r i c h e s t  m in e s  o f  th e  e n t i r e  E m pire  

c o n t in u e d  t o  b e  n e g l e c t e d . R i c h  s u r f a c e  o r e s  

w o u ld  n e e d  r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  f o r e i g n  c a p i t a l  an d  

l a b o r  t o  p ro d u c e  g r e a t  am oun ts o f  b u l l i o n .  S t r o n g ly  

a d v o c a t in g  l a i s s e z - f a i r e  p o l i c i e s ,  Gwin c la im e d  

t h a t  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  S o n o ra  w ould  i n s u r e  r a p i d  

d e v e lo p m e n t o f  i t s  m in e r a l  an d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w e a l th ,  

w h ic h  he e x t r a v a g a n t l y  i n s i s t e d  w as u n p a r a l l e d  i n  

t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  w o r ld .  C ru d e ly  d i s m is s in g  

e x p e c te d  r e v e n u e  from  e x p o r te d  b u l l i o n ,  t h e  p o i n t  

C a r lo t a  h a d  i n s i s t e d  u p o n , he a c c e n tu a t e d  i n c r e a s e d  

incom e fro m  cu sto m  d u t i e s  on im p o r te d  g o o d s a n d  fro m  

i n t e r n a l  t a x a t i o n  o f  im m ig r a n ts .  As n o r t h e r n  

M exico w as on th e  r o u t e  t o  E urope  fro m  t h e  E a s t  

I n d i e s ,  C h in a , an d  J a p a n ,  b o th  w o r ld  t r a d e  and  th e  

d e v e lo p e d  m in e s  w ou ld  q u ic k ly  r e s t o r e  p u b l i c  c r e d i t .

I b i d .  Gwin h a d  made s i m i l a r  s t a te m e n t s  
w h i le  a  s e n a t o r .  Gw in, "M em oirs, "  C a l i f o r n i a  
H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y  Q u a r t e r l y , XIX (S e p te m b e r , 194-0), 
p .
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g u a ra n te e  th e  p e rm an en cy  o f  th e  E m pire  and  e x t i n g u i s h

a l l  o f  i t s  l i a b i l i t i e s . 102

Rumors b e g a n  c i r c u l a t i n g  im m e d ia te ly  t h a t  

n e g o t i a t i o n s  h a d  a l r e a d y  b e e n  c o n c lu d e d  f o r  F re n c h  

c o n t r o l  o v e r  b o th  S o n o ra  an d  Lower C a l i f o r n i a .

Gw in, p o r t r a y e d  a s  fo m e n tin g  i n t r i g u e s  among 

n o r t h e r n e r s  a s  w e l l  a s  s o u t h e r n e r s ,  w o u ld  s u p p o s e d ly  

d e v e lo p  M exican  m in e s  t h a t  w ere e i t h e r  s o ld  o r  

m o rtg a g e d  t o  t h e  F re n c h  f o r  re im b u rse m e n t o f  th e  

im p e r ia l  d e b t s  t o  F g ^ ^ ^ ^ U ^ ^ Ê k g i m i l i a n ,  a l s o  

p e r c e i v i n g  G w i n ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ f ^ ^ ^ ^ B ^ t u n i s t ,  r e f u s e d  

to  a p p ro v e  p l r ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ | ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ l f e x i c a n  t e r r i -  

t o r y .  I r r i t a  ^ re m o n s tra te d

t h a t  Gwin " I t  i s  o b v io u s

t h a t  t h e s e  m oney ."

102Memorandum A ccum panying th e  P r o j e c t  o f  a  
T r e a ty  G iv in g  a  C o n c e s s io n  o f  th e  M ines o f  N o r th  
M exico t o  F r a n c e ,  r e p r i n t e d  i n  C o lem an , " G w in 's  
P l a n . "  O v e r la n d  M o n th ly , 3CVII (M ay, 1 8 9 1 ) , n n .  5 1 0 - 
512.

105Romero t o  S ew ard , D ecem ber 5 , 1 8 6 4 , e n 
c l o s i n g  s y n o p s is  o f  l e t t e r ,  d a te d  Novem ber 2 2 , 1 8 6 4 , 
from  a n  u n d i s c lo s e d  f r i e n d  o f  R o m e ro 's  i n  New Y o rk . 
House E x e c u t iv e  D ocum en ts, V o l. I ,  P a r t  I I I ,  No. 1 ,  

d o n g . ,  1 s t  s e s s . ,  S e r .  S e t  1 2 4 6 , p p .  4 9 8 -4 9 9 -

104N ap o leo n  I I I  t o  M a x im il ia n , Novem ber 1 6 , 
1 8 6 4 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  C o r t i ,  M a x im il ia n , I I ,  8 5 3 -
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N a p o leo n  p o i n t e d l y  e n c o u ra g e d  M a x im ilia n  to

be m ore f l e x i b l e  i n  h i s  relationship with Gwin:
. . .  I  v e n tu r e  t o  s a y  t h a t  i n  labouring to 
fo u n d  a  new e m p ire  i t  i s  impossible to arrive 
a t  p e r f e c t i o n  a l l  a t  o n c e ; th e  measures that 
one t a k e s  a lw a y s  o f f e r  c e r t a i n  advantages 
a cc o m p a n ie d  by  c e r t a i n  disadvantages; the 
c l e v e r n e s s  o f  th e  s o v e r e ig n  consists in seeing 
w h e th e r  th e  fo rm e r  o u tw e ig h  th e  latter.— the 
same i s  t h e  c a s e  w i th  r e g a r d  to the question 
o f  S o n o ra . I  know t h a t  M r. Gwyn's projects 
h av e  n o t  m et w i th  f a v o u r  in Mexico, and yet 
he  i s  t h e  man b e s t  a b le  to b e  of service in 
t h a t  c o u n t r y . 105

U sin g  G w in 's  a rg u m e n ts ,  N ap o leo n  then sternly ad
v i s e d  th e  M exican  E m peror to  take a more positive 
p o s i t i o n  on p l a n s  f o r  S o n o ra :

I t  i s  f e a r e d  i n  M exico t h a t  Sonora may be
come an  A m erican  p r o v in c e ,  but, believe me, 
e v en  i f  n o th in g  i s  d o n e , i t  will become one 
b y  f o r c e  o f  c i r c u m s ta n c e s .  Colonists and 
a d v e n tu r e r s  a r e  a l r e a d y  entering the province 
one by  o n e , a n d  a s  soon  a s  a  great number of 
them  a re  t h e r e ,  w i th o u t  government organiza
t i o n  and  c o n t r o l ,  th e y  will declare them
s e l v e s  in d e p e n d e n t .  T h is  will not happen if 
t h e  G overnm ent p l a c e s  itself at the head of 
t h e  im m ig r a t io n ,  plants i t s  flag there, and 
o r g a n iz e s  t h e  co u n try .^ ® ®

co m p a rin g  t h i s  l e t t e r  w i th  G w in 's  Memorandum to the 
F re n c h  E m p ero r, S e p te m b e r , 1 8 6 4 , Gwin's i n f l u r a c e  i s  
e v i d e n t .

^ ° ^ I b i d . . p p .  8 5 3 -8 5 4 .

^ ^ ^ I b i d . . p .  8 5 4 .
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g u a r a n te e  th e  p e rm a n en c y  o f  th e  E m pire  an d  e x t i n g u i s h

a l l  o f  i t s  l i a b i l i t i e s . 102

Rumors b e g a n  c i r c u l a t i n g  im m e d ia te ly  t h a t  

n e g o t i a t i o n s  h a d  a l r e a d y  b e e n  c o n c lu d e d  f o r  F re n c h  

c o n t r o l  o v e r  b o th  S o n o ra  an d  Lower C a l i f o r n i a .

Gw in, p o r t r a y e d  a s  fo m e n t in g  i n t r i g u e s  among 

n o r t h e r n e r s  a s  w e l l  a s  s o u t h e r n e r s ,  w o u ld  s u p p o s e d ly  

d e v e lo p  M exican  m in e s  t h a t  w ere e i t h e r  s o l d  o r  

m o rtg a g e d  t o  t h e  F re n c h  f o r  re im b u rse m e n t o f  t h e  

i m p e r i a l  d e b t s  t o  F r a n c e . M a x i m i l i a n ,  a l s o  

p e r c e i v i n g  Gwin a s  a  d a n g e ro u s  o p p o r t u n i s t ,  r e f u s e d  

t o  a p p ro v e  p l a n s  w h ich  w o u ld  v i o l a t e  M ex ican  t e r r i 

t o r y .  I r r i t a t e d ,  t h e  F re n c h  E m peror r e m o n s t r a t e d

t h a t  Gwin w as s im p ly  a n  e n t r e p r e n e u r :  " I t  i s  o b v io u s
104t h a t  t h e s e  men o f  b u s i n e s s  hope t o  make m o n ey ."

102Memorandum A ccom panying th e  P r o j e c t  o f  a  
T r e a ty  G iv in g  a  C o n c e s s io n  o f  th e  M ines o f  N o r th  
M exico t o  F r a n c e ,  r e p r i n t e d  i n  C o lem an , " G w in 's  
P l a n , "  O v e r la n d  M o n th ly . XV II (M ay, 1891)»  p p .  5 1 0 -
512 .

Romero t o  S e w a rd , Decem ber 5» 1 8 6 4 , e n 
c l o s i n g  s y n o p s is  o f  l e t t e r ,  d a te d  Novem ber 2 2 ,  1 8 6 4 , 
fro m  a n  u n d i s c lo s e d  f r i e n d  o f  R o m e ro 's  i n  New Y o rk . 
H ouse E x e c u t iv e  D ocum en ts. V o l. I ,  P a r t  I I I ,  N o. 1 ,  

C o n g ., 1 s t  s e s s . ,  S e r .  S e t  1 2 4 6 , p p .  4 9 8 -4 9 9 .

104N a p o le o n  I I I  t o  M a x im il ia n , N ovem ber 1 6 , 
1 8 6 4 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  C o r t i ,  M a x im il ia n . I I ,  8 5 3 . ^
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N a p o leo n  p o i n t e d l y  e n c o u ra g e d  M a x im ilia n  to

be  m ore f l e x i b l e  i n  h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i th  Gwin:

. . .  I  v e n tu r e  t o  s a y  t h a t  i n  l a b o u r in g  to  
fo u n d  a  new e m p ire  i t  i s  im p o s s ib le  t o  a r r i v e  
a t  p e r f e c t i o n  a l l  a t  o n c e ; th e  m e a su re s  t h a t  
one t a k e s  a lw a y s  o f f e r  c e r t a i n  a d v a n ta g e s  
a cc o m p a n ie d  by  c e r t a i n  d i s a d v a n ta g e s ;  th e  
c l e v e r n e s s  o f  th e  s o v e r e ig n  c o n s i s t s  i n  s e e in g  
w h e th e r  th e  fo rm e r  o u tw e ig h  th e  l a t t e r . — The 
same i s  t h e  c a s e  w i th  r e g a r d  t o  th e  q u e s t io n  
o f  S o n o ra . I  know t h a t  Mr. G w yn's p r o j e c t s  
h a v e  n o t  m et w i th  f a v o u r  i n  M ex ico , and  y e t  
he  i s  t h e  man b e s t  a b le  t o  b e  o f  s e r v i c e  i n  
t h a t  c o u n t r y .105

U s in g  G w in 's  a rg u m e n ts , N a p o leo n  th e n  s t e r n l y  a d 

v i s e d  t h e  M exican  E m peror to  t a k e  a  m ore p o s i t i v e  

p o s i t i o n  on  p l a n s  f o r  S o n o ra :

I t  i s  f e a r e d  i n  M exico t h a t  S o n o ra  may b e 
come a n  A m erican  p r o v i n c e ,  b u t ,  b e l i e v e  me, 
e v en  i f  n o th in g  i s  d o n e , i t  w i l l  becom e one 
by  f o r c e  o f  c i r c u m s ta n c e s .  C o lo n is t s  and  
a d v e n t u r e r s  a r e  a l r e a d y  e n t e r i n g  th e  p r o v in c e  
one by  o n e , an d  a s  soon  a s  a  g r e a t  num ber o f  
them  a re  t h e r e ,  w i th o u t  g o v e rn m e n t o r g a n iz a 
t i o n  an d  c o n t r o l ,  th e y  w i l l  d e c l a r e  them 
s e l v e s  in d e p e n d e n t .  T h is  w i l l  n o t  h ap p en  i f  
t h e  G overnm ent p l a c e s  i t s e l f  a t  th e  h e a d  o f  
t h e  im m ig r a t io n ,  p l a n t s  i t s  f l a g  t h e r e ,  and  
o r g a n iz e s  t h e  c o u n t r y .1 0 °

c o m p a rin g  t h i s  l e t t e r  w i th  G w in 's  Memorandum t o  th e  
F re n c h  E m p e ro r, S e p te m b e r , 1 8 6 4 , G w in 's  i n f lu e n c e  i s  
e v i d e n t .

^ ° ^ I b i d . . p p .  8 5 3 -8 5 4 . 

l O ^ I b i d . . p .  8 5 4 .
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C l e a r ly  u n d e r  f i n a n c i a l  s t r e s s ,  M a x im ilia n  a p p e a re d  

t o  r e l e n t .  He a s s u r e d  N ap o leo n  t h a t  th e  e s t a b l i s h 

m ent i n  S o n o ra  o f  a  g o v ern m en t " u n d e r  th e  s im u l t a 

n e o u s  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  th e  F re n c h  an d  M exican  f l a g s  i s  

th e  o b j e c t  o f  a l l  my c a r e ,  and  w i l l ,  I  h o p e , e n a b le  

me i n  a  n o t  to o  d i s t a n t  f u t u r e  t o  en h an c e  th e  r e 

s o u rc e s  o f  t h i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  p o r t i o n  o f  my v a s t  

e m p ir e ."  The M exican  E m p e ro r 's  d u p l i c i t y  i s  

r e v e a l e d  when h e  a d d s  t h a t  he  w i l l  t h e n  "be  charm ed  

t o  s e e  M r. Gwyn a t t r a c t  t h e r e  th e  many A m erican  

c o l o n i s t s  who a p p e a r  to  be  m e re ly  a w a i t in g  a  s ig n  

fro m  him  to  come and  g ro u p  th e m s e lv e s  ro u n d  h im  to  

s e e k  t h e i r  f o r t u n e .

M a x im ilia n  w as n o t  "charm ed" to  s e e  Gwin 

a t t r a c t  A m erican  c o l o n i s t s  t o  S o n o ra ; th e  s u p p o r t

o f  th e  M exican  E m peror c o n t in u e d  t o  e lu d e  th e
108s e n a t o r .  U n easy  a b o u t  A m erican  c o l o n i s t s .

^^"^M axim ilian  t o  N ap o leo n  I I I ,  D ecem ber 2 7 , 
1 8 6 4 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  i b i d . ,  8 6 1 -6 2 .

108A c c o rd in g  t o  K a th ry n  A bbey H anna, "The 
R o le s  o f  th e  S o u th  i n  th e  F re n c h  I n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  
M e x ic o ,"  J o u r n a l  o f  S o u th e rn  H i s t o r y . XX ( F e b r u a r y ,  
1 9 5 4 ) ,  1 5 » th e  t ire n c h  ab an d o n ed  th e  i d e a  o f  d e v e lo p 
in g  S o n o r a 's  m in e s  a s  e a r l y  a s  N ovem ber, 1 8 6 4 . 
H ow ever, t h e  November and  D ecem ber c o r re s p o n d e n c e  
b e tw e e n  th e  tw o e m p e ro rs  i n  t h a t  y e a r  i n d i c a t e  
a n im a te d  i n t e r e s t .
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M a x im ilia n  may have hoped t h a t  t h e  c o n v e n tio n

b e tw een  A u s t r i a  and M exico w ould p ro v id e  him  w ith
109E u ro p ean  c o l o n i s t s .  H is a n ta g o n is m  to w a rd s  Gwin 

a p p e a rs  t o  be  more open  i n  N ovem ber, I&6 4 . As l a t e  

a s  O c to b e r , Gwin had  b e en  s o c i a l l y  in c lu d e d  i n  t h e  

m a r r ia g e  f e s t i v i t i e s  f o r  M on tho lon*s d a u g h te r .

Even i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  O c to b e r , M ontho lon  w ro te  

D rouyn de  L h u y s, "The c o n c e s s io n  f o r  t h e  r i g h t s  

t o  t h e  m in e s , t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  w hich  M. C o r ta  h a s  

a l r e a d y  conveyed  t o  Y our E x c e l le n c y ,  p r o g r e s s e s  

s a t i s f a c t o r i l y ,  a lo n g  w i th  o u r  i n s i s t e n c e  t o  s e t 

t l e  t h e  J e c k e r  c la im s ,  an d , f i n a l l y ,  t h e  a d o p t io n  

o f  a  new sy s te m  o f  f i n a n c e s ,  w h ich  w i l l  c o n fe r  t o  

o u r  a g e n ts  a l l  t h e  h o p e s  e x p re s s e d  by  Y our E x c e l

l e n c y . A l s o  i n  O c to b e r , c o n tin u e d  e n th u s ia s m  

was m a n i f e s t  when Gwin s a t  n e x t  t o  M a rsh a l B a za in e

^ T h is  c o n v e n t io n ,  r a t i f i e d  on A p r i l  1 4 ,
1865 , p ro v id e d  M a x im ilia n  w i th  m i l i t a r y  v o lu n te e r s  
fro m  A u s t r i a  and  c o n ta in e d  s p e c i f i c  p r o v i s io n s  f o r  
A u s t r i a n  e m ig r a t io n  and  c o l o n i z a t i o n .  R e ic h s - G e s e tz -  
B l a t t  f u r  d a s  K a ise r th u m  O e s t e r r e i c h . W ien, d o n v e n - 
t i o n  z w isch e n  O e s t e r r e ic h  und M ex ico , O c to b e r 1 9 , 
1 864 , A r t i c l e s  2 , 4 ,  1 0 ; R ice  U n iv e r s i ty  C o l l e c t i o n ,  
H o u s to n , T e x a s .

^ ^^M ontho lon  t o  Drouyn de L h u y s, O c to b e r  2 9 ,
1 8 6 4 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  D ia z , V e rs id h  f r a n c e s a , IV ,
5 3 -5 5 .
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a t  a n o th e r  f u n c t i o n ,  w here  S o n o ra  was th e  m ain  

t o p i c  o f  c o n v e r s a t i o n .

B e fo re  M a x im i l ia n 's  a r r i v a l  i n  M ex ico , t h e  

F re n c h  h a d  b e e n  a b le  t o  r e s o l v e  m ost o f  t h e i r  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  w i th  t h e  R egency  i n  f a v o r  o f  F r a n c e .

By N ovem ber, h o w e v e r , t h e  M ex ican  E m peror h a d  b eg u n  

t o  a s s e r t  h i s  own a u t h o r i t y .  H is  new m i n i s t e r i a l  

a p p o in tm e n ts ,  a l th o u g h  B a z a in e  c o n s id e r e d  them  

e s te e m e d  by  M exican  l i b e r a l s  an d  a  w ise  t a c t i c a l

move t o  o b t a i n  s u p p o r t  f o r  th e  E m p ire , w ere  a l l
112a n t i - F r e n c h .  A n o th e r  c o m p l ic a t in g  f a c t o r  w as 

th e  p o l i t i c a l  an d  m i l i t a r y  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  U n i te d  

S t a t e s .  L in c o ln ,  e x p e c t i n g  h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t o  

b e  r e p u d i a t e d  i n  th e  N ovem ber, 1 8 6 4 , e l e c t i o n ,  w as

Gwin t o  h i s  d a u g h e r ,  M ex ico , O c to b e r ,
1 8 6 4 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  i b i d . , X V III (A u g u s t, 1891)»  
p p .  2 0 6 -2 0 7 .

11 ? B a z a in e  t o  t h e  F re n c h  M i n i s t e r  o f  W ar,
N o. 53» M ex ico , Novem ber 2 7 , 1 8 6 4 , B a z a in e  A r c h iv e s ,  
X I, f .  2 0 1 3 -2 0 1 5 ; a l s o  p r i n t e d  i n  G a r c f a ,  e d . ,  
G o le c c id n  de d o c u m e n te s  i n é d i t o s . XXIV, D o c . . v i i i ,  
3 3 -^ 3 ;  B a z a in e  to  t h e  F re n c h  M i n i s t e r  o f  W ar, N o. 5 ^ , 
M ex ico , D ecem ber 1 0 , 1 8 6 4 , i n  B a z a in e  A r c h iv e s ,  X I, 
f .  2 0 4 7 -2 0 4 9 . J o s ^  F e rn a n d o  R a m ire z , p a r t i c u l a r l y  
h o s t i l e  a g a i n s t  F r a n c e ,  becam e m i n i s t e r  o f  f o r e i g n  
a f f a i r s .  D e s te rn e s  a n d  C h a n d e t, M a x im ilia n  e t  
C h a r l o t t e . p .  2 3 4 .
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r e - e l e c t e d  by  a  l a r g e  m a j o r i t y .  T h u s , th e  L in c o ln

p o l i c i e s  w ou ld  b e  c o n t in u e d ,  and  i n  D ecem ber th e
115end  o f  th e  C i v i l  War seem ed v e ry  n e a r .  ^

By th e  end  o f  1864-, t h e  M ex ican  g o v e rn m en t 

e x h i b i t e d  an  in d e p e n d e n c e  and  n a t i o n a l i s m  t h a t  e v e n t u a l l y  

doomed th e  p l a n s  o f  N a p o leo n  and  Gwin f o r  S o n o ra . 

I r o n i c a l l y ,  i t  i s  a t  t h i s  t im e  t h a t  G e n e ra l  Armand 

A le x a n d re  C a s ta g n y  f i n a l l y  e n t e r e d  S o n o ra , one o f
/  T 14"

th e  l a s t  a r e a s  t o  h o ld  o u t  f o r  J u a r e z .  Gwin was

n o t  w i th  C a s ta g n y  a n d ,  c o g n iz a n t  t h a t  h i s  e f f o r t s  

w ere  b e in g  f r u s t r a t e d  b y  M a x im il ia n , he  a g a in  

t u r n e d  t o  N a p o le o n . P e r h a p s  un aw are  o f  th e  

Novem ber and  D ecem ber c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  b e tw e e n  th e  two 

E m p ero rs  c o n c e rn in g  h im , an d  h o p e f u l  t h a t  h e  c o u ld  

in d u c e  N ap o leo n  t o  i n t e r c e d e  m ore v i g o r o u s l y ,  he 

l e f t  M exico on J a n u a r y  19» 1865» f o r  P r e n c e .

M a x im i l ia n 's  s e l f - r e l i a n c e »  a l r e a d y  i n  e v id e n c e  by  

l a t e  1864-, w axed d u r in g  t h e  f i r s t  s i x  m on ths o f  1865 

and  c u lm in a te d  i n  h i s  t o t a l  r e p u d i a t i o n  o f  t h e  F re n c h  

E m p e ro r 's  p l a n s  f o r  S o n o ra .

115-^Bemis, e d . , A m erican  S e c r e t a r i e s  o f  S t a t e ; ,  
V I I ,  p p .  1 0 2 -1 0 5 .

114-D abbs, F re n c h  Army i n  M ex ico , p p .  99» 2 4 1 .



CHAPTER V II  

THE LAST FRENCH THRUST TOWARD SONORA

F re n c h  a t t e m p ts  t o  a t t a i n  a  l i e n  on S o n o r a 's  

s i l v e r  i n c r e a s e d  d u r in g  th e  f i r s t  s i x  m on ths o f  1 8 6 5 . 

H av in g  f a i l e d  i n  th e  p r e v io u s  y e a r  t o  o b t a i n  M a x im i l ia n 's  

a p p ro v a l  b y  d ip lo m a c y , N ap o leo n  to o k  a d v a n ta g e  

o f  m i l i t a r y  e v e n t s  i n  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  t o  f r i g h t e n  

th e  M exican  E m peror i n t o  a c q u ie s c e n c e .  T h is ,  t o o ,  

ended  i n  f r u s t r a t i o n .

M i l i t a r y  t h r e a t s  from  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  i n  

th e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  1 8 6 5 , th e  en d  o f  t h e  C i v i l  W ar, 

s u r r e p t i t i o u s  a i d  t o  J u a r e z ,  and  th e  c r i t i c a l  tw o - 

m onth  l o s s  o f  S e w a rd 's  i n f lu e n c e  on A m erican  f o r e i g n  

p o l i c y  a la rm e d  M a x im il ia n . ^  th e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  

J u n e ,  h o w e v e r, e n c o u ra g e d  by  b o th  N a p o le o n 's  

a s s u r a n c e s  o f  c o n t in u e d  s u p p o r t  an d  b y  S e w a rd 's  

r e s t o r e d  an d  r e s t r a i n i n g  i n f lu e n c e  on m i l i t a r y  

a c t i o n s  on t h e  R io  G ra n d e , th e  M exican  E m peror 

th w a r te d  F re n c h  a t t e m p ts  t o  o b t a i n  S o n o r a 's  m in e s .

As F re n c h  t r o o p s  m arch ed  to w a rd  S o n o ra  i n  

l a t e  1 8 6 4 , l e a v in g  w i th o u t  W illia m  M cKendree G w in, 

a p p re h e n s io n  s p r e a d  a b o u t  th e  s u c c e s s  o f  N a p o le o n 's
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p l a n s .  H o s t i l e  e d i t o r i a l s  and  u n f a v o r a b le  r e p o r t s  

a b o u t Gwin b e g a n  a p p e a r in g  i n  J a n u a r y ,  1 8 6 5 .^  E l 

p ^ .ja ro  v e r d e . th e  m o st c o n s e r v a t iv e  M exican  new s

p a p e r ,  p r o t e s t e d  t h a t  im m ig ra n ts  fro m  th e  U n ite d

S t a t e s ,  i f  a l lo w e d  t o  s e t t l e  n e a r  th e  n o r t h e r n
2

f r o n t i e r ,  w ou ld  be  th e  r u i n  o f  M ex ico . M ontho lon  

w ro te ,  ” Gwin*s d i s i l l u s io n m e n t  i s  g r e a t "  and  "he  

i s  t h in k in g  o f  l e a v in g  s h o r t l y  f o r  P a r i s  t o  t a l k
'i

w ith  t h e  Em peror.""^

On J a n u a ry  1 9 , 1 8 6 5 , th e  same d ay  t h a t  Gwin 

l e f t  f o r  P a r i s ,  Jo h n  B ig e lo w , U n i te d  S t a t e s  m i n i s t e r  

t o  P ra n c e  a f t e r  W ill ia m  L . D a y to n 's  d e a th  th e  p r e v io u s  

m o n th , h a d  an  i n t e r v i e w  w i th  th e  F re n c h  f o r e i g n  

m i n i s t e r .  B ig e lo w  f r a n k l y  a sk e d  D rouyn de L huys to

L u is  de A rro y o , I m p e r ia l  M ex ican  c o n s u l  i n  
New Y o rk , t o  th e  M in i s t e r  o f  F o r e ig n  A f f a i r s ,  New 
Y o rk , J a n u a ry  5 , a n d  F e b r u a r y  7 , 1 8 6 5 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  
L e f e v r e ,  e d . , D ocum ents o f f i c i e l s . I I ,  p p .  1 0 1 -1 0 2 .

2
A lf r e d  J .  an d  K a th ry n  Abbey H anna , "The 

Im m ig ra tio n  Movement o f  th e  I n t e r v e n t i o n  an d  E m pire  
a s  S een  T hrough  th e  M exican  P r e s s , "  H is p a n ic  A m erican  
H i s t o r i c a l  R ev iew . KKVII (May, 194-7), p .  c i t i n g

p a ra .io  v e r d e T ^ e b r u a r y  1 4 , 1 8 6 5 . G e n e r a l ly  
am enab le  t o  C o n fe d e ra te  e m ig ra n ts  i f  t h e y  w ere  n o t  
p e r m i t t e d  c lo s e  t o  M e x ic o 's  b o r d e r s ,  E l  p à r a j o  v e rd e  
b a lk e d  a t  e x te n s io n  o f  r e l i g i o u s  t o l e r a t i o n  f o r  
f o r e i g n e r s .  I b i d . . p p .  2 2 4 , 2 3 0 .

^M ontholon  t o  D rouyn de  L huys, J a n u a ry  8 ,
1865 f r e p r i n t e d  i n  D fa z , V e rs id h  f r a n c e s a , IV , 7 4 -7 7 •
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e x p la in  h i s  p e r t u r b i n g  re m a rk  t h a t  F re n c h  r e l a t i o n s  

w i th  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  w ere " f r i e n d l y ,  th o u g h  d e l i 

c a t e — d e l i c a t e . "  D raw ing  th e  c o n v e r s a t io n  t o  

S o n o ra , B ig e lo w  i n q u i r e d  a b o u t  r e p o r t s  c i r c u l a t i n g  

i n  n e w sp a p e rs  an d  a t  c lu b s  t h a t  M a x im ilia n  h a d  

c e d e d , o r  w as a b o u t t o  c e d e ,  S o n o ra  t o  F r a n c e .  In  

t h i s  f i r s t — and  l a s t — c a n d id  F re n c h  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  

S o n o ra , Drouyn de L huys r e s p o n d e d  t h a t  w h i le  no o u t 

r i g h t  c e s s i o n  o f  t e r r i t o r y  was i n v o lv e d ,  n e g o t i a 

t i o n s  w ere  i n  p r o c e s s  t o  o b t a i n  a  l i e n  on S o n o r a 's  

m in e r a l  p r o d u c t s  i n  o r d e r  t o  s e c u re  M exican  in d e b t e d -
h /

n e s s  t o  F r a n c e .  Ten d a y s  l a t e r  J o s e  M anuel H id a lg o ,  

M a x im i l ia n 's  m i n i s t e r  t o  F r a n c e ,  c o m p la in e d  t h a t  th e  

ru m o red  c e s s i o n  o f  S o n o ra  h a d  s t i r r e d  up much co n 

t r o v e r s y .  S tu n n e d  a b o u t  p o s s i b l e  d ism em berm ent o f  

M ex ico , H id a lg o ,  s t a t i n g ,  "S o n o ra  m u st be  f o r  u s , "  

e m p h a t i c a l ly  d e n ie d  th e  c e s s i o n .  A d m itt in g  t h a t  th e  

f o r m a t io n  o f  F ra n c o -M e x ic a n  m in in g  c o m p a n ie s  t o  

d e v e lo p  S o n o ra ' s  m in e s  w ou ld  be p r o f i t a b l e  an d  

a c c e p t a b l e ,  H id a lg o  w as c o n fu s e d  a b o u t  t a l k  o f

4
B ige low  t o  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  S ew ard , 

J a n u a ry  2 0 , 1 8 6 5 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  House E x e c u tiv e  
D ocum ents. V o l. I ,  P a r t  I I I ,  No. 1 ,  û o n g . ,  1 s t  
s e s s . ,  S e r .  S e t  1 2 4 6 , p p .  $ 6 1 -6 2 ,
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c o m p le te  c e s s i o n  w h ich  n e i t h e r  M a x im il ia n  o r  D rouyn 

de L huys h a d  e v e r  m e n tio n e d  t o  h im . The M exican  

M in i s t e r  w as i r r i t a t e d  b y  b o th  M o n th o lo n ' s p r o t e c t i o n  

o f  Gwin an d  b y  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  c o l o n i s t s  fro m  th e  

U n ite d  S t a t e s  s e t t l i n g  i n  S o n o ra . S y m p a th e t ic  w i th  

N a p o le o n 's  e x p e c t a t i o n  t h a t  M exican  s i l v e r  be  s e n t  

t o  F ra n c e  and  n o t  to  E n g la n d , H id a lg o  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  

t o t a l  c e s s i o n  w as n e i t h e r  n e c e s s a r y  n o r  a d v is a b le  t o  

s a t i s f y  F re n c h  r e q u e s t s .  E x tre m e ly  u n c o m f o r ta b le ,  

H id a lg o  u n d e r s c o r e d  h i s  s t a t e m e n t ,  " 2  ^  n o t  ev en  

w an t t o  a d m it th e  d i s c u s s i o n  a b o u t  t h i s .

D is c u s s io n ,  h o w e v e r , i n c r e a s e d .  B e fo re  

Sew ard  r e c e i v e d  B ig e lo w 's  J a n u a ry  r e p o r t  o f  F r a n c e 's  

a d m i t te d  i n t e r e s t  i n  S o n o r a 's  m in e s ,  s t a r t l i n g  

e v e n ts  w ere  t a k i n g  p l a c e  i n  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s .  The 

Hampton R oads c o n f e r e n c e ,  p r o p o s in g  a  j o i n t  e x p e 

d i t i o n  i n t o  M exico b y  b o th  N o r th e r n  a n d  S o u th e rn  

m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  i n  a l l i a n c e  w i th  Juéu rez , was 

o f f e r e d  a s  a  m ethod  f o r  e n d in g  th e  C i v i l  War b y  

u n i t i n g  b o th  f a c t i o n s  a g a i n s t  common e n e m ie s ;  th e  

F re n c h  an d  th e  M exican  I m p e r i a l i s t s .  C o n c e iv ed  i n

% id a lg o  to  M a x im il ia n , J a n u a r y  3 0 , 1865» 
P a r i s ,  i n  H a u s a r c h iv  E a i s e r  M a x im il ia n s  von  M ex iko , 
HHUSA, K a r to n  1 9 , P a r t  I I I ,  D o cs . 6 5 7 -6 6 3 .
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D ecem ber, 1 8 6 4 , b y  th e  j o u r n a l i s t  F r a n c i s  P r e s t o n  

B l a i r ,  t h e  p l a n  a p p e a re d  a u t h e n t i c a l l y  o m in o u s;

B l a i r  ' s  tw o so n s  w ere  M ontgom ery B l a i r , a  member 

o f  P r e s i d e n t  L i n c o l n 's  c a b i n e t ,  and  F r a n c i s  P .

B l a i r ,  J r . ,  a  g e n e r a l  i n  t h e  U nion  a rm y . R e c e iv in g  

p e rm is s io n  from  L in c o ln  to  p a s s  th r o u g h  arm y l i n e s ,  

B l a i r  a r r i v e d  i n  R ichm ond w here  he  p r e s e n t e d  th e  

p r o p o s a l  t o  th e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  C o n fe d e ra c y  on 

J a n u a ry  1 2 , 1 8 6 5 . A lth o u g h  J e f f e r s o n  D a v is ,  l i k e  

L in c o ln ,  was c a u t io u s  a b o u t  d i r e c t  com m itm en ts , he  

p re su m a b ly  a g r e e d .  E v e n ts  them  moved s w i f t l y .  O nly  

t h r e e  w eeks l a t e r ,  on F e b ru a r y  3 , P r e s i d e n t  L in c o ln  

an d  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  S ew ard  m et w i t h  C o n fe d e ra te  

d e l e g a t e s  on t h e  R iv e r  Queen a t  Hampton R o a d s .

A f te r  a  f o u r - h o u r  c o n f e r e n c e ,  th e  p r o j e c t  c ru m b le d  

o v e r  w h e th e r  an  a r m i s t i c e  o r  s u r r e n d e r  s h o u ld  be  

c o n c lu d e d  b e f o r e  b e g in n in g  th e  j o i n t  i n v a s io n  o f  

M e x ico .^

Case and  S p e n c e r ,  C i v i l  V ar D ip lo m a cy , 
p p .  5 6 0 -5 6 6 ; A l f r e d  J a c k s o n  H anna and  E n th ry n  Abbey 
H anna, N ap o leo n  I I I  and  ^ x i c o  (C h a p e l H i l l :  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o r tb  d a r o l i n a  ÿ r e s s ,  1 9 7 1 ) ,  p p .  2 0 9 -  
2 1 4 .
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A lth o u g h  l a t e r  a n a l y s i s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  th e  

Hampton R oads c o n fe r e n c e  w as n o t  ta k e n  s e r i o u s l y  by  

any  o f  th e  C i v i l  War le a d e r s ,* ^  th e  m ere p o s s i b i l i t y
Q

o f  su c h  a  p l a n  s tu n n e d  b o th  N ap o leo n  and M a x im il ia n . 

I n f o r m a t io n  a b o u t B l a i r ' s  p r o p o s a l  may h av e  r e a c h e d  

N a p o leo n  a s  e a r l y  a s  F e b ru a ry  5 , th e  day  o f  th e  

Hampton R oads c o n f e r e n c e ,  f o r  on t h a t  d a te  E u g en ie  

w ro te  C a r lo t a ,  "The E m peror h a s  j u s t  t o l d  me t h a t  

f o r  th e  moment t h e r e  w i l l  be  no r e d u c t io n  i n  th e  

a r m y . S i n c e  ru m o rs  a b o u t S o n o ra  h a d  c i r c u l a t e d  

th ro u g h o u t  1 8 6 4 , p o s s i b l y  th e y  had  some i n f l u e n c e  on 

th e  c o n c e p t io n  o f  B l a i r ' s  p l a n .  W illia m  C o rw in , 

U n i te d  S t a t e s  m i n i s t e r  t o  M ex ico , l a t e r  s t a t e d  

" w ith  p o s i t i v e  c e r t a i n t y "  t h a t  M a x im ilia n  h a d

^ E l i z a b e t h  B r e t t  W h ite , A m erican  O p in io n  o f  
F ra n c e ;  From L a f a y e t t e  t o  P o in c a r ^  (New Y o rk :
Aïfrë"d 'Â\-Tnôpf7"'T9'5777'p'.'TS5:----

O
N ap o leo n  t o  M a x im il ia n , M arch 1 ,  1 8 6 5 , 

r e p r i n t e d  i n  C o r t i ,  M a x im il ia n . I I ,  8 8 7 -8 8 8 ; Comte 
E m ile  de K e r a t r y ,  L 'Ë m p ereu r M a x im ilia n  : Son e l e v a t i o n  
e t  s a  c h u te  (A m sterdam : L . Van É akkenes & d o . ,  1867)»
p p .  7 5 -7 6 .

"^Eug^nie t o  C a r l o t a ,  F e b ru a ry  5 , 1 8 6 5 , 
r e p r i n t e d  i n  C o r t i ,  M a x im il ia n . I I ,  p p .  8 8 8 -8 8 9 .
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a c c e d e d  to  th e  F re n c h  dem ands i n  l a t e  1864 o r  e a r l y  

1 8 6 5 .^ ^  H ow ever, on Decem ber 2 8 , 1 8 6 4 , M a x im ilia n  

h a d  o b s t i n a t e l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  

S o n o ra  a s  p r o c e d in g  "u n d e r  th e  s im u lta n e o u s  p r o t e c 

t i o n  o f  th e  F re n c h  and  M exican  f l a g s . T h e  B l a i r  

p r o j e c t  was a  t im e ly  d e v ic e  f o r  th e  F re n c h  E m peror 

t o  u s e  i n  p e r s u a d in g  M a x im ilia n  o t h e r w i s e .

The F re n c h  c h a rg e  i n  W a sh in g to n , L o u is  de 

G e o f f ro y , r e p o r t e d  tw o d e t a i l e d  a c c o u n ts  o f  th e
12p e n d in g  c o n fe r e n c e  t e n  d ay s  b e f o r e  i t  to o k  p l a c e .  

The Q uai d 'O r s a y  r e c e i v e d  t h i s  a la rm in g  c o r r e s p o n d 

en ce  on F e b ru a ry  6 .  I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  t h e  F re n c h

o f f i c i a l l y  d e n ie d  th e  c e s s io n  o f  S o n o ra  i n  th e
13M o n ite u r  two d a y s  l a t e r .  A w eek a f t e r  l e a r n i n g  

o f  th e  p ro p o s e d  c o n f e r e n c e ,  h o w e v e r, f o r  t h e  f i r s t  

t im e  d u r in g  th e  C i v i l  W ar, th e  F re n c h  m i n i s t e r  o f

W illia m  C orw in  to  S ew ard , J u l y  2 2 , 1865» 
NA,' S t a t e ,  D e sp a tc h e s  fro m  U n i te d  S t a t e s  M in i s t e r s  
to  M ex ico , V o l. 3 0 , M icrocopy  97» H o l l  5 2 .

^ ^ M a x im ilia n  t o  N a p o le o n , Decem ber 27» 1865» 
r e p r i n t e d  i n  C o r t i ,  M a x im il ia n . I I ,  8 6 0 -8 6 2 .

12C ase and  S p e n c e r ,  C i v i l  War D ip lo m acy , 
p p . 5 6 0 -5 6 1 , c i t i n g  G e o f f ro y  t o  liro u y n  de L h u y s , 
W a sh in g to n , J a n u a ry  2 4 , 1865 .

^^Le M o n ite u r  U n iv e r s e l .  F e b ru a ry  8 ,  1 8 6 5 .
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f i n a n c e  i n t i m a t e d  t h a t  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  and  F ra n c e
1/L

m ig h t go t o  w ar— o v e r  M ex ico . T a lk  an d  i n t r i g u e s  

a b o u t S o n o ra  i n c r e a s e d .  H id a lg o  h a d  b e e n  in fo rm e d  

t h a t  F e l i x  E lo i n ,  M a x im i l ia n 's  B e lg ia n  a d v i s o r ,  

a cco m p an ied  by  a g e n t s ,  was g o in g  t o  S o n o ra  i n  d i s 

g u is e  on a  s e c r e t  m is s io n .  T h is  m is s io n ,  i t s  

o b j e c t i v e s  u n s t a t e d ,  may h a v e  c o n c e rn e d  c e s s io n  o f  

S o n o r a 's  m in e s , b u t  H id a lg o  i s  m o st e m p h a tic  t h a t  

S o n o ra  i t s e l f  h ad  n o t  b e e n  c e d e d . C i t i n g  th e  

" a b s u rd "  new s t h a t  n o t  o n ly  S o n o ra  b u t  a l s o  

C h ih u ah u a , S i n a lo a ,  B a ja  C a l i f o r n i a ,  and  D urango 

h a d  b e en  c e d e d  t o  F r a n c e ,  th e  w hole  t o  b e  a d m in is=  

t e r e d  by  Gwin a s  N a p o le o n 's  V ic e ro y ,  H id a lg o  p la n n e d  

t o  i s s u e  a  p u b l ic  d e n i a l ,  w i th  D rouyn de L h u y s ' 

a p p r o v a l ,  i n  th e  Mo n i t e u r . I f  H id a lg o  i s  t o  be 

b e l i e v e d ,  and  t h i s  i s  a d m i t t e d ly  a  p r e c a r i o u s  

a s s u m p tio n , he a p p a r e n t l y  knew n o th in g  o f  N a p o le o n 's  

p l a n s .  A m onth  l a t e r  N ap o leo n  p ro p o s e d  th e  e x p a n s io n  

o f  F re n c h  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h i s  same r e g i o n  o f  n o r t h e r n

14,C ase and  S p e n c e r ,  C i v i l  War D ip lo m acy , p .  
3 6 3 , c i t i n g  B igelow  t o  S e w a rd , t a r i s ,  F e b ru a ry  1 4 , 
1 8 6 5 .

^ ^ H id a lg o  t o  M a x im il ia n , F e b ru a ry  1 4 , 1 8 6 5 , 
HHUSA, E a r to n  1 9 , P a r t  I I I ,  D ocs. 6 9 0 -6 9 1
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M exico , w i th  t h e  e x c e p t io n  o f  B a ja  C a l i f o r n i a .

M ean w h ile , e v e n  b e f o r e  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  th e  

U n io n -C o n fe d e ra te  t a l k s  w ere  known i n  P a r i s ,  

a d d i t i o n a l  F re n c h  t r o o p s  w ere  b e in g  p r e p a r e d  f o r  

sh ip m e n t t o  M exico on s h o r t  n o t i c e . G e o f f r e y ' s  

d i s p a t c h  c o n ta in i n g  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  th e  Ham pton R oads 

c o n fe re n c e  was r e c e i v e d  i n  P a r i s  on F e b r u a ry  2 1 . 

A c c u r a te ly  r e p o r t i n g  th e  a c t u a l  c o n v e r s a t io n s  

e x ch a n g ed  on th e  R iv e r  Q ueen . G e o f f ro y  a ck n o w le d g ed  

t h a t  th e  c o n fe r e n c e  h a d  f a i l e d ;  h o w e v e r, some o f  

h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  w ere  m is le a d in g  and  c r e a t e d  

g e n u in e  f e a r  o f  a  c o a l i t i o n  a g a i n s t  M exico an d  

F r a n c e .  The e n s u in g  t e n s i o n  b e tw e e n  th e  U n i te d  

S t a t e s  an d  F ra n c e  w as t h e  m o st c r i t i c a l  o f  t h e  

e n t i r e  C i v i l  War

W hile t h e  H am pton R oads c o n fe r e n c e  g r a v e l y  

a la rm e d  th e  F re n c h  and  M exican  c o u r t s ,  i t  r e v i v e d  

hope f o r  h e lp  among M ex ican  R e p u b l ic a n s .  M a tia s  

R om ero, J u a r e z '  i n d e f a t i g a b l e  m i n i s t e r  t o  th e

16B ig e lo w  t o  S e w a rd , P a r i s ,  F e b ru a ry  1 7 , 
1 8 6 5 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  H ouse E x e c u tiv e  D ocum ents, S e r .  
S e t  1 2 4 6 , p .  3 6 6 .

^^O ase a n d  S p e n c e r ,  C i v i l  War D ip lo m a cy , p .  
5 6 0 , c i t i n g  G e o f f ro y  t o  D rouyn de l l i u y s ,  F e b ru a r y  7 ,  
1 8 6 5 .
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U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  h a d  a p p ro v in g ly  h e a r d  o f  B l a i r ' s
n o

p la n  on J a n u a r y  1 0 , 1 8 6 5 . A f te r  l e a r n i n g  o f  th e

p r o p o s a l 's  f a i l u r e ,  h o w e v e r, Romero a g a in  t r i e d  to

a ro u s e  S e w a r d 's  a n im o s i ty  a g a i n s t  P ra n c e  h y  r e p o r t i n g

d e t a i l e d  ru m o rs  o f  t h e  c e s s io n  o f  S o n o ra . Romero

d is m is s e d  M a x im i l ia n 's  h o s t i l i t y  t o  su c h  a  c e s s io n

on th e  b a s i s  t h a t  th e  M exican  E m pero r w o u ld  n o t

p r e v a i l  a g a i n s t  th e  w is h e s  o f  N a p o l e o n . R o m e r o ' s

l e t t e r  b r i s t l e d  w i th  b i t t e r  d is a p p o in tm e n t  o v e r  th e

Ham pton R oads t a l k s ,  an d  S ew ard  p e r f u n c t o r i l y

r e p l i e d  t h a t  th e  l e t t e r  w ou ld  be p l a c e d  i n  th e
20a r c h i v e s  a s  e v id e n c e  o f  R o m ero 's  p a t r i o t i s m .

A f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  B ig e lo w 's  r e p o r t  o f  h i s  

c o n v e r s a t io n  w i th  D rouyn de L huys on J a n u a ry  1 9 ,

Sew ard  o f f i c i a l l y  p r o t e s t e d  a g a i n s t  e i t h e r  a  c e s s io n  o f  o r  

a  l i e n  on S o n o r a 's  m in e r a l  r e s o u r c e s .  H ow ever, th e  

to n e  o f  h i s  d i s p a t c h ,  w r i t t e n  t h r e e  d a y s  a f t e r  he

n o
Hanna and Hanna, N apoleon I I I  and M exico, 

c i t i n g  Romero to  Lerdo de T e jad a , Jan u ary  10 , 1065.

^^Rom ero t o  S ew ard , F e b ru a ry  6 ,  1 8 6 5 , 
r e p r i n t e d  i n  H ouse E x e c u tiv e  D ocum en ts, S e r .  S e t  
1 2 4 6 , p p .  500"::35?:

20S ew ard  t o  R om ero, F e b ru a ry  2 5 , 1 8 6 5 , 
r e p r i n t e d  i n  i b i d . , p .  5 0 2 .
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h im s e l f  h a d  t a l k e d  w i th  C o n fe d e ra te  l e a d e r s  a b o u t 

c o n c e r t e d  m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  M ex ico , was 

d e c id e d ly  c o n c i l i a t o r y .  R e f e r r in g  t o  th e  Hampton 

R oads c o n f e r e n c e ,  Sew ard  u rg e d  B ig e lo w  t o  a s s u r e

F re n c h  l e a d e r s  t h a t  t h e r e  was no  d a n g e r  o f  a c t i o n
21a g a i n s t  e i t h e r  F ra n c e  o r  M exico . N e v e r t h e l e s s ,

M a x im ilia n ’ s  v i c e - c o n s u l  a t  San F r a n c is c o  r e p o r t e d ,

" M i l i t a r y  r e s e r v e s  fro m  A rizo n a  and  C o lo rad o  a r e

p r e p a r in g  t o  in v a d e  S o n o ra  b e c a u se  o f  i t s  rum ored

c e s s io n  t o  F ra n c e  • • • and b e c a u se  o f  Gwin’ s  appo in t*
22m ent by N ap o leo n  a s  V ic e ro y ."

W hile  F ra n c o -A m e ric a n  r e l a t i o n s  w ere d e 

t e r i o r a t i n g ,  Gwin was e n ro u te  t o  P a r i s  w here  he 

a r r i v e d  e a r l y  i n  M arch , 1 8 6 5 . T h ere  h e  was e n 

c o u ra g e d  when th e  Due de M orny, now s e r i o u s l y  i l l ,  

a s s u r e d  h im  o f  h i s  c o n t in u e d  i n t e r e s t  i n  S o n o ra . 

Morny p ro m is e d  Gwin a  c o n fe r e n c e  a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  

p o s s i b l e  moment b u t ,  a s  Morny d ie d  o n ly  f o u r  d a y s

^ ^S ew ard  t o  B ig e lo w , F e b ru a ry  7» 1 8 6 5 , 
r e p r i n t e d  i n  i b i d . ,  p .  5 6 5 .

^^M anuel G u i l l i n  ( ? ) ,  V ic e - c o n s u l  o f  th e  
M exican  E m pire  i n  San  F r a n c i s c o ,  t o  th e  M exican  
m i n i s t e r  o f  f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s ,  M arch 9 ,  1 8 6 5 , HHÜSA, 
Z a r to n  1 4 1 , D ocs. 5 - 4 .
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23l a t e r ,  i t  n e v e r  m a t e r i a l i z e d .  W ell-know n f o r  

h i s  encou ragem en t o f  F re n c h  in v e s tm e n ts  i n  M exico , 

M orny*s d e a th  was u n s e t t l i n g  t o  f i n a n c i e r s  and 

in v e s to r s  who had  depended  on h i s  p o l i t i c a l  i n 

f lu e n c e  f o r  t h e i r  e n te r p r i s e s » ^ ^

T h ere  now em erged , how ever, a  f o r c e  more 

p o w e rfu l th a n  even  M orny*s p r e s t i g e .  N apo leon  had  

d e c id e d  t o  expand F re n c h  p redom inance  t o  S in a lo a ,  

D urango, and C h ih u ah u a , i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  S o n o ra , and 

he had  r e q u e s te d  Gwin t o  p re p a re  a  p la n  f o r  i t s  

u n d e r ta k in g .  T h is  p ro p o se d  e n la rg e m e n t, i n  v iew  o f  

M a x im il ia n 's  e a r l i e r  r e l u c t a n c e ,  was r e c e iv e d ,  w ith  

p r o t e s t s ,  by b o th  M ontholon  and  B a z a in e , who p o in te d

o u t ,  a t  g r e a t  l e n g t h ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  and d ip lo m a t ic
25p ro b lem s t h a t  t h i s  w ould  c r e a t e .

^M cPherson, " W illia m  McKendree G w in," p .
261 , c i t i n g  Egim e, C hef du C a b in e t ,  t o  Gwin, P a r i s ,  
March 6 , 1865 .

^^La F ra n c e , (Redone f i n a n c i è r e ) ,  M arch 1 3 ,
1865  and  M em orial D ip lo m a tiq u e . M arch 1 3 , I 8 6 5 , 
e x t r a c t s  o f  b o th  r e p r i n t e d  i n  House E x e c u tiv e  Docu
m e n ts , S e r .  S e t  1246 , p p . 3 ^ 4 -3 ^ 5 .

^^M ontholon t o  D rouyn de L huys, M arch 27 and 
28 ; A p r i l  1 8 , 2 8 ; Majr 2 8 ; Ju n e  1 1 , I 86 5 , r e 
p r i n t e d  i n  D ia z , V e rs io n  f r a n c e s a . IV , 9 0 -1 1 6 .
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Gwin, h a v in g  p r e v io u s ly  b e e n  d e n ie d  a d m is s io n  

to  S o n o ra , was u n d e r s ta n d a b ly  r e s e r v e d  a b o u t t h i s  

new v e n tu r e .  He t o l d  th e  F re n c h  E m peror t h a t  h e  was 

w i l l i n g  to  r e t u r n  i f  a s s u r e d  o f  F re n c h  m i l i t a r y  

s u p p o r t .  E c h o in g  N a p o le o n 's  e a r l i e r  p r e d i l e c t i o n s ,  

Gwin r e i t e r a t e d  t h a t  r e v e n u e s  from  c u s to m s  d u t i e s  

and  m in es w ould  be a p p l i e d  t o  th e  i n t e r e s t  a n d , i f  

s u f f i c i e n t ,  t o  th e  p r i n c i p a l  o f  th e  d e b t  M exico owed 

F ra n c e  ; th e n  N a p o leo n  c o u ld  f e e l  f i n a n c i a l l y  s e c u re  

i n  m aking  lo a n s  t o  M ex ico . I t  seem s e v id e n t  i n  t h i s  

l e t t e r  t h a t  M a x im i l ia n 's  m a jo r  o b j e c t i o n  h a d  b e e n  

f e a r  o f  l o s i n g  n o r t h e r n  M exico t o  a n  i n f l u x  o f  

a d v e n tu r e r s .  Gwin e m p h a s iz e d  t h a t  im m ig ra n ts  m ust 

be r e q u i r e d  to  t a k e  an  o a th  o f  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  th e  

I m p e r ia l  G overnm ent a n d  t h a t  p r e c a u t i o n s  s h o u ld  be 

t a k e n  to  b a n is h  a l l  e n em ie s  o f  th e  E m p ire .

E x h ib i t in g  some o f  h i s  o ld  r e s i l i e n c y ,  Gwin p r e p a r e d  

h i s  l a s t  "memorandum" f o r  th e  F re n c h  E m p ero r.

A long w i th  p l a n s  f o r  th e  s u b ju g a t io n  o f  b o th  I n d ia n

^^Gwin t o  N ap o leo n , M arch 2 5 , 1&65, r e p r i n t e d  
i n  Colem an, "G w in 's  P la n  f o r  th e  C o lo n iz a t io n  o f  
S o n o ra ,"  V o l. XVII (May, 1 8 9 1 ), p p . 5 1 5 -5 1 6 .

'"Memorandum f o r  Em peror N apo leon  from  
W illia m  McKendree G w in," P a r i s ,  M arch, 1865 , r e 
p r i n t e d  i n  i b i d . ,  p p . 5 1 6 -5 1 9 .
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t r i b e s  and  J u a r i s t a s  i n  S o n o ra , he  p r a g m a t i c a l l y  

s u g g e s te d  t h a t  a  c o n c e r t e d  e f f o r t  be  made t o  e x e c u te  

th e s e  new p r o p o s a l s  d u r in g  th e  r a i n y  s e a s o n ,  s t a r t i n g  

i n  J u n e , t o  e n a b le  c ro p s  t o  b e  p l a n t e d .  S t i l l  co n 

f i d e n t  t h a t  c o l o n i z a t i o n  o f  S o n o ra , w i th  i t s  

" r i c h e s t  m in e s  i n  M e x ico ,"  w o u ld  a l lo w  w i th d ra w a l  

o f  the< # i?ench  a rm y , Gwin fo re s a w  e v e n tu a l  F re n c h  

m i l i t a r y  a i d  a s  c o n s i s t i n g  o n ly  o f  a  s m a ll  num ber o f  

t r o o p s  t o  g u a rd  p o s t s  on th e  n o r t h e r n  b o r d e r .  W ith 

o u t  c o l o n i z a t i o n  h e  p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  th e  F re n c h  w ould  

p r o b a b ly  e i t h e r  b e  f o r c e d  t o  w ith d ra w  fro m  S o n o ra  o r  

t o  m a in ta in  a  l a r g e ,  e x p e n s iv e  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e .  

A s s e r t i n g  t h a t  B a z a in e  h a d  a g re e d  w i th  t h i s  a s s e s s 

m e n t, Gwin i n s i s t e d  t h a t  C o n fe d e ra te  e m ig r a n t s  w ould  

h e lp  s u p p o r t  t h e  E m pire  an d  make i t  u n a s s a i l a b l e  

fro m  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s .

W ith  Gwin a g a in  i n  P a r i s ,  ru m o rs  i n c r e a s e d .  

R u fus K ing  a t  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  L e g a t io n  a t  Rome 

a s k e d  th e  F re n c h  a m b a ss a d o r , t h e  C oun t de  S a r t i g e s ,  

a b o u t  th e  c u r r e n t  t a l k  i n  E u rope  t h a t  M a x im ilia n  

h a d  c e d e d  c e r t a i n  p r o v in c e s  t o  N a p o leo n  a s  s e c u r i t y

^^Ibid.. p. 519 .
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f o r  m a t e r i a l  a n d  f i n a n c i a l  a i d .  K ing  h a d  b e e n  

in fo rm e d  t h a t  Gwin was fo rm in g  a  C o n fe d e ra te  c o lo n y  

an d  w ou ld  be V ic e ro y  o f  S o n o ra , A d h e rin g  t o  th e  

o f f i c i a l  s t a te m e n t  i n  th e  M o n iteu r  on F e b ru a ry  8 ,  

t h e  C ount d e n ie d  i t . ^ ^  A t th e  v e r y  tim e  t h a t  Gwin 

and  N a p o leo n  w ere  p r e p a r i n g  e x p a n s iv e  p l a n s  f o r  

n o r t h e r n  M ex ico , D rouyn de Lhuys h e a t e d l y  p r o t e s t e d  

U n i te d  S t a t e s  n e w sp a p e r  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  Gwin an d  F re n c h  

i n t e r e s t s  i n  S o n o ra . I n s t r u c t e d  b y  Sew ard  t o  ca lm  

F re n c h  f e a r s ,  B ig e lo w  r e p l i e d  t h a t  i n  t h e  U n i te d  

S t a t e s  " e v e r y b o d y 's  m o st i d l e  th o u g h t  a n d  c a s u a l  

im o re s s io n "  m ig h t a p p e a r  i n  th e  p r e s s  a l th o u g h  su c h  

a r t i c l e s  d id  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  r e f l e c t  g o v e rn m en t 

o p in io n .

The F re n c h  th e n  b e g a n  a  c o u n t e r - a t t a c k  b y  

c la im in g  t h a t  Juëœ ez h a d  o f f e r e d  S o n o ra  to  th e  

U n i te d  S t a t e s  t h r e e  t im e s  s in c e  i t s  w ar w i th  M ex ico .

^ ^K in g  t o  S ew ard , Rome, M arch 4 ,  1865» 
r e p r i n t e d  i n  H ouse E x e c u t iv e  D ocum ents, S e r .  S e t  
1 2 4 6 , p .  1 5 5 . '

^^B ig e lo w  t o  S ew ard , P a r i s ,  M arch 1 7 , 1 8 6 5 , 
r e p r i n t e d  i n  U . S . ,  D e p a rtm en t o f  S t a t e ,  D ip lo m a tic  
C o r re s p o n d e n c e , 59*h C o n g .. 1 s t  s e s s . .  P a r t  I Ï .  l6 è 5 -  
l ë ê 'ë ;  p p .  2 4 6 -2 4 7 .
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3S an d  J u a r i s t a s  i n  S o n o ra , he  p r a g m a t i c a l ly  

s s te d  t h a t  a  c o n c e r te d  e f f o r t  b e  made t o  e x e c u te  

s new p r o p o s a l s  d u r in g  th e  r a i n y  s e a s o n ,  s t a r t i n g  

one, t o  e n a b le  c ro p s  t o  b e  p l a n t e d .  S t i l l  c o n -  

a t  t h a t  c o l o n i z a t i o n  o f  S o n o ra , w i th  i t s  

b e s t  m in e s  i n  M exico ,"  w ou ld  a l lo w  w ith d ra w a l  

he F re n c h  a rm y , Gwin fo re s a w  e v e n tu a l  F re n c h  

t a r y  a i d  a s  c o n s i s t i n g  o n ly  o f  a  s m a ll  num ber o f  

p s t o  g u a rd  p o s t s  on th e  n o r t h e r n  b o r d e r .  W ith -  

c o l o n i s a t i o n  h e  p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  t h e  F re n c h  w ould  

a b ly  e i t h e r  b e  f o r c e d  t o  w ith d ra w  fro m  S o n o ra  o r  

a i n t a i n  a  l a r g e ,  e x p e n s iv e  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e ,  

r t i n g  t h a t  B a z a in e  h a d  a g re e d  %d.th t h i s  a s s e s s -  

, Gwin i n s i s t e d  t h a t  C o n fe d e ra te  e m ig ra n ts  w ould  

s u p p o r t  t h e  E m pire an d  make i t  u n a s s a i l a b l e  

. t h e  U n i te d  S ta te s .^ ®

W ith  Gvidn a g a in  i n  P a r i s ,  ru m o rs  i n c r e a s e d ,  

s  K ing  a t  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  L e g a t io n  a t  Rome 

d t h e  F re n c h  a m b a ssa d o r , t h e  C ount de  S a r t i g e s ,

Lt th e  c u r r e n t  t a l k  i n  E u ro p e  t h a t  M a x im ilia n  

c e d e d  c e r t a i n  p r o v in c e s  t o  N ap o leo n  a s  s e c u r i t y

^ ® Ib id . .  p .  9 1 9 .
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f o r  m a t e r i a l  an d  f i n a n c i a l  a i d .  K ing  h a d  b e e n  

in fo rm e d  t h a t  Gwin was fo rm in g  a  C o n fe d e ra te  c o lo n y  

an d  w ould  be V ic e ro y  o f  S o n o ra . A d h e rin g  t o  t h e  

o f f i c i a l  s t a t e m e n t  i n  th e  M o n ite u r  on F e b r u a r y  8 ,  

t h e  C ount d e n ie d  i t . ^ ^  A t th e  v e r y  tim e  t h a t  Gwin 

an d  N ap o leo n  w ere p r e p a r i n g  e x p a n s iv e  p l a n s  f o r  

n o r t h e r n  M ex ico , D rouyn de Lhuys h e a t e d l y  p r o t e s t e d  

U n i te d  S t a t e s  n e w sp a p e r  s t o r i e s  a b o u t  Gwin a n d  F re n c h  

i n t e r e s t s  i n  S o n o ra . I n s t r u c t e d  b y  Sew ard  t o  ca lm  

F re n c h  f e a r s ,  B ig i#gg#0Ë & L @ d t h a t  i n  t h e  U n i te d  

S t a t e s  " e v e r ^ ^ ^ H  g^ought an d  c a s u a l

im o ress iO D i ijess a l th o u g h  s u c h

a r t i c l e s  

o p in io n .

T h '

c la im in g  tha" 

U n i te d  S t a t e s  t f i j

g o v e rn m en t

t e r - a t t a c k  b y  

S o n o ra  to  th e

w ar w i th  M ex ico .

^ ^K in g  t o  S e w a rd , Rome, M arch 4 , 1865» 
r e p r i n t e d  i n  H ouse E x e c u t iv e  D ocum ents, S e r .  S e t  
1246, p .  155. :

^^Bigelow to  Sew ard, P a r i s ,  March 17 , 1865» 
r e p r in te d  in  U. S . ,  D epartm ent o f S ta t e ,  D ip lom atic  
C orrespondence, 3^1b C ong., 1 s t  s e s s . .  P a r t  l l ,  1865- 
18éé , p p . 246-247 .
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W ith  an  o b l iq u e  r e f e r e n c e  t o  th e  Ham pton R oads

c o n f e r e n c e ,  M. C o r ta ,  th e  F re n c h  f i n a n c i a l  a d v i s o r

t o  M a x im il ia n , a s s e r t e d  t h a t  J u a r e z ' m o st r e c e n t

o f f e r  h a d  b e e n  t o  P r e s i d e n t  L in c o ln  i n  ex ch an g e  f o r

75 m i l l i o n . A l t h o u g h  Gwin was s t i l l  u n e a s y  a b o u t

o b t a i n i n g  M a x im i l ia n 's  a p p r o v a l ,  J u a r e z  p r o t e s t e d

t h a t  M a x im ilia n  w ou ld  u n d o u b te d ly  o b e y  N a p o le o n 's
%2

dem ands to  c ed e  S o n o ra  t o  P ra n c e .-^  I n  M arch , 1 8 6 5 , 

J u a r e z  a p p r e h e n s iv e ly  w a tc h e d  e v e n t s  fro m  an 

u n e n v ia b le  p o s i t i o n .  W hile  Gwin a n d  N a p o leo n  d i s 

c u s s e d  p l a n s  f o r  n o r t h e r n  M ex ico , F re n c h  t r o o p s  

— " th e  s u c c e s s o r s  o f  R a o u s s e t ,  . . .  th o s e  who c o v e t  

o u r  t e r r i t o r i a l  r i c h e s , " — su b d u e d  Guaymas a n d  s p r e a d  

th r o u g h o u t  S o n o ra .

^ S p e e c h  o f  M. C o r ta  i n  th e  C o rp s l é g i s l a t i f ,  
A p r i l  1 0 , 1 8 6 5 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  Le M o j^ te u r  U n i v e r s e l . 
A p r i l  1 1 , 1 8 6 5 . A lth o u g h  f r a n c s ,  d o l l a r s  o r  p e s o s  
a r e  n o t  s p e c i f i e d ,  th e  s t a t e d  sum p r o b a b ly  r e f e r r e d  
t o  f r a n c s — o r  $15  m i l l i o n .

^ ^L erdo  de T e ja d a ,  F o r e ig n  M i n i s t e r  o f  th e  
M ex ican  R e p u b l ic ,  N a t io n a l  P a la c e  a t  C h ih u a h u a , t o  
M a tfa s  R om ero, M arch 2 3 , 1 8 6 5 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  H ouse 
E x e c u t iv e  D ocum en ts. S e r .  S e t  1 2 4 6 , p p .  6 0 2 -6 0 3 .

^ ^ P ro c la m a tio n  o f  I g n a c io  P e s q u i e r a ,
G o v e rn o r a n d  M i l i t a r y  Commander o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
S o n o ra , Camp a t  S a n ta  M a rfa , M arch 3 0 , 1 8 6 5 , r e 
p r i n t e d  i n  i b i d . ,  p .  657»
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I n  h i s  l a s t  a u d ie n c e  w i th  t h e  F re n c h  E m p ero r, 

Gwin r e c e i v e d  a  l e t t e r  commending h im  t o  M a rsh a l 

B a z a in e . I n  i t  N a p o leo n  s t a t e d ,  "The E m pero r h o p e s  

t h a t  t h e  E m p e ro r , M a x im ilia n  w i l l  f a v o r  y o u r  p r o j e c t s ,  

and  th e  M a rsh a l i s  o r d e r e d  to  s u p p o r t  them  n e a r  

h i m , p r e s u m a b l y  m ean in g  to  s u p p o r t  M a x im i l ia n 's  

F re n c h  f i n a n c i a l  a d v i s o r s .  The J u a r i s t  C o lo n e l  

E n r iq u e  A . M e j ia ,  w as i n e x p l i c a b l y  shown th e  o r i g i n a l  

o f  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  w h ic h  h e  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  a n  a t t e m p t  

t o  fo rm  a  b a r r i e r  a g a i n s t  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  w i th  

C o n fe d e ra te s  who w ou ld  c r e a t e  a  h o s t i l e  pow er on 

th e  b o r d e r .

L e a v in g  P a r i s  on  A p r i l  1 ,  1 8 6 5 , Gwin a r r i v e d  

i n  M exico C i ty  i n  e a r l y  May, f i n d i n g  th e  I m p e r ia l  

G overnm ent u p s e t  o v e r  t h e  end  o f  t h e  C i v i l  W ar, 

P r e s i d e n t  L i n c o l n 's  a s s a s s i n a t i o n ,  a n d  S e c r e t a r y  o f  

S t a t e  S e w a rd 's  i n j u r i e s .  M a x im ilia n , away i n  one o f

^ C o n t i ,  S e c r e t a r y  o f  th e  E m p e ro r, C h ie f  o f  
H . M. C a b in e t ,  t o  G w in, P a r i s ,  M arch 5 1 , 1 8 6 5 , 
r e p r i n t e d . i n  C olem an. "G w in 's  P l a n . " O v e r la n d  M o n th ly , 
XVII ( J u n e ,  1 8 9 1 ) ,  p .  5 9 5 .

^ ^ M e jia  t o  R om ero, J u ly  1 , 1 8 6 5 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  
H ouse E x e c u t iv e  D ocum en ts, S e r .  S e t  1 2 4 6 , p .  5 1 2 .
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h i s  p e r i o d i c  a s s e s s m e n ts  o f  v a r io u s  s t a t e s ,  an d  

B a z a in e ,  p r e o c c u p ie d  w i th  h i s  own w edd ing  p l a n s ,  

w ere  s t i l l  u n a v a i l a b l e ,  u n w i l l i n g ,  o r  u n a b le  t o  h e lp  

h im .^ ^  The a n im o s i ty  b e tw e e n  M a x im ilia n  an d  B a z a in e  

was c l e a r l y  e v id e n t  i n  m a t t e r s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  S o n o ra . 

The M exican p r e s s  b e g a n  c r i t i c i z i n g  th e  ru m o red  

c e s s io n  o f  M exican  t e r r i t o r y  i n  A p r i l  an d  May o f  

1 8 6 5 . I n  a  move a g a i n s t  F re n c h  c o n t r o l ,  M a x im ilia n  

r e l e a s e d  a  num ber o f  e d i t o r s  who h a d  b e e n  im p r is o n e d  

f o r  o p p o s i t io n  to  th e  m i l i t a r y  c o u r t  an d  d e c r e e d  

fre e d o m  o f  th e  p r e s s  on A p r i l  10.^*^ E d i t o r i a l  

comment a g a i n s t  c e s s i o n  o f  S o n o ra  o r  i t s  m in e r a l  

r i g h t s  i n c r e a s e d  i n  n a t i o n a l i s t i c  i n d i g n a t i o n ,  e v e n  

th o u g h  B a z a in e  f o u g h t  b a c k  b y  f i n i n g  an d  im p r i s o n in g  

s e v e r a l  e d i t o r s  f o r  j o i n i n g  i n  t h e  o u t c r y  a g a i n s t  

a l i e n a t i o n  o f  M exican  t e r r i t o r y . ^ ®  C l in g in g

'^G w in  to  h i s  w i f e ,  M ex ico , May 1 1 , 1 8 6 5 , 
r e p r i n t e d  i n  C olem an, "G w in 's  P l a n , "  O v e r la n d  M o n th ly , 
XV II ( J u n e ,  1 8 9 1 ) ,  p .  5 9 3 .

^^H anna, "The Im m ig ra t io n  M ovem ent," p .  2 2 4 , 
c i t i n e  D ia r io  d e l  I m p e r io .

58.Bancroft, History of Mexico, VI, 17U.
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t o  hope o f  a  ra p p ro c h e m e n t w i th  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s ,

and  i n c r e a s i n g l y  d e fy in g  F re n c h  p o l i c i e s ,  M a x im ilia n

to o k  e n co u rag e m en t from  C orw in , th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s

m i n i s t e r  t o  M ex ico , when he p r a i s e d  t h e  M exican

E m p e ro r 's  l i b e r a l  p r o g r a m s . H i s  B e lg ia n  a d v is o r

p ro m o te d  t h i s  o p tim ism . E lo i n ,  o p p o s in g  c o n c e s s io n s

to  th e  F re n c h  and  G w in 's  i n f l u x  o f  C o n fe d e ra te s  i n

S o n o ra , a s s u r e d  M a x im ilia n  t h a t  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s
40w ould  n o t  d e c l a r e  w ar on M exico . I t  w as i n t o

t h i s  a m b iv a le n t  a tm o sp h e re  t h a t  Gwin, h i s  c o n f id e n c e

som ewhat s h a k e n , r e t u r n e d  to  M ex ico .

I m p a t ie n t  w i th  d e la y s — "To t h i n k  o f  o u r

b e in g  k e p t  h e r e  h o ld in g  o u r  h a n d s ,  when th o s e
41p r o d ig io u s  m in es a re  i n v i t i n g  u s  t o  f o r t u n e "  — Gwin 

l o s t  a  m a jo r  a d v o c a te  when M o n th o lo n , r e a s s i g n e d  a s

" 'T hom as C orw in  t o  R a m ire z , M ex ico , A p r i l  2 8 , 
1 8 6 5 , TÜÎUSA, K a r to n  2 1 , K o n v o lu t G, D ip l .  A g en ten  i n  
N o rd a m e rik a , 3» D ocs, 4 3 - 4 3 .

" E lo in  A r t i c u l o , "  n . d . , HHUSA, K a r to n  2 1 , 
K o n v o lu t G, D ip l .  A g e n ten  i n  N o rd a m e rik a , 3 , D ocs. 
9 5 -1 0 2 ; 1865 l e t t e r s  from  E lo i n ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  th e  
C a b in e t ,  t o  M a x im il ia n , i b i d . , K a r to n  1 5 , P a s c .  8 ,  
K o n v o lu t 4 .

41
G w in, J r . ,  t o  h i s  m o th e r , May 1 6 , 1865 , 

r e p r i n t e d  i n  House E x e c u tiv e  D ocum en ts. S e r .  S e t  
1 2 4 6 , p .  5 1 3 . ' '
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F re n c h  a m b a ssad o r to  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s ,  l e f t  M exico

f o r  h i s  new p o s t  o n ly  a  few  h o u r s  b e f o r e  Gwin 
42a r r i v e d .  Gwin was r e g a r d e d  a s  F r a n c e 's  u n o f f i c i a l

a g e n t ,  a  d u b io u s  a t t r i b u t e  a t  t h i s  t im e ,  a n d  B a z a in e

su p p o s e d ly  a s s u r e d  Gwin t h a t  h e  w o u ld  s u p p o r t  h i s

c la im s  " to  t h e  u t m o s t . T h e  e a r l i e r  h o s t i l i t y

o f  M a x im i l ia n 's  m i n i s t e r ,  Ju a n  N. A lm o n te , p re s u m a b ly

h a d  b e e n  a s s u a g e d ;  i n  m id-M ay A lm onte  a l l e g e d l y  t o l d
44Gwin t h a t  he  h ad  s t r o n g  s u p p o r t .  Rumors o f  a n o th e r

m i n i s t r y  c h a n g e , e x p e c te d  to  t a k e  p la c e  th e  l a t t e r

p a r t  o f  May, s p r e a d  q u ic k ly  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  su d d en

re m o v a l o f  E l o i n ,  h o s t i l e  t o  F re n c h  i n t e r e s t s ,  fro m
45h i s  p o s i t i o n  a s  M a x im i l ia n 's  a d v i s o r .

4?
Gwin t o  M o n th o lo n , O c to b e r  1 5 , 1 8 6 5 , F o r t  

J a c k s o n ,  r e p r i n t e d  i n  C olem an, " G w in 's  P l a n , "
O v e r la n d  M o n th ly . X V III (A u g u s t ,  1 8 9 1 ) ,  2 0 9 .

45̂ S te v e n s o n , M a x im ilia n  i n  M ex ico , p .  1 7 8 .

Gw in, J r . , t o  h i s  m o th e r .  May 1 6 , 1 8 6 5 , 
r e p r i n t e d  i n  H ouse E x e c u t iv e  D ocum en ts, S e r .  S e t  1 2 4 6 , 
p .  5 1 3 . A lm onte was p e rh a p s  r e c o n c i l e d  t o  Gwin b y  
th e  e f f o r t s  o f  Thomas E . M assey , a  c lo s e  f r i e n d  o f  
b o th  A lm onte and  Gwin. C o m isio n  s e c r e t a  d e l  S r .  
M assey , C o n f i d e n t i a l ,  M assey  t o  A lm o n te , M ex ico ,
A u g u s t 2 9 , 1 8 6 5 ; A lm onte t o  M assey  l e t t e r s ,  D ec. 2 0 ,  
1 8 6 5 , M arch 4 ,  1 8 6 6 , M arch 1 8 , 1 8 6 6 , HHUSA, K a r to n  
1 3 7 , D ocs. 5 5 -3 6 , 3 9 -4 0 , 4 1 ,  5 8 v .

45̂Gwin to  h i s  w ife  an d  d a u g h te r s .  May 1 6 ,
1 8 6 5 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  H ouse E x e c u tiv e  D ocum ents. S e r .
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O ptim ism  b a la n c e d  d e s p a i r .  (Die J e c k e r  c la im s  

t o  o n e - t h i r d  o f  S o n o r a 's  p u b l i c  l a n d s  p r e s e n t e d  

a n o th e r  p ro b le m . G e n e ra l  C h a r le s  P .  S to n e ,  an  

a f f i l i a t e  o f  J e c k e r ' s  s u rv e y  com pany a  d e c a d e  

e a r l i e r ,  h a d  ta k e n  th e  same s te a m e r  a s  Gwin from  

H avana t o  M ex ico . Some o f  t h e  J e c k e r  c la im s  h a d  

b e e n  s e t t l e d  on A p r i l  1 0 , a n d  S to n e  came t o  c la im  h i s  

own i n t e r e s t s  and  to  p a r t i c i p a t e ,  in d e p e n d e n t  o f  Gw in,

i n  a  p r o j e c t  " o f  i n f i n i t e  im p o r ta n c e "  i n  th e  d e v e lo p -

r n  

47

46m ent o f  S o n o ra . Gwin was d i s t r e s s e d  t o  l e a r n  t h a t

J e c k e r ' s  c la im s  i n  S o n o ra  w ere  s t i l l  p e n d in g .  

B a z a in e  u rg e d  him  t o  s e e  J e c k e r  and  th u s  a v o id  any  

f u t u r e  d i f f i c u l t y  a b o u t  l a n d  f o r  G w in 's  p ro p o s e d

S e t 1246, p p . 513-514; Thomas 0 . Massey to  E d ito r  
o f New York News. M exico, May 19» 1865,
r e p r in t e d  in  i b i d . . p .  515*

^^A rnold Blum berg, The Diplomacy o f th e  
ffex ican  E m pire. 1863-1867 ( F h i la d e I p h ia : The 
Am erican P h i lo s o p h ic a l  S o c ie ty ,  1 9 7 1 ), P- 72; Thomas 
0 . Massey to  E d ito r  o f New York D a ily  News. M exico, 
May 19 , 1865, r e p r in te d  in  House E x ecu tiv e  Documents, 
S e r .  S e t 1246, p p . 515-516.

^^Gwin to  h i s  w ife ,  n . d . , b u t  l a t t e r  p a r t  
o f  May, 1865, r e p r in te d  in  Coleman, "G w in 's P la n ,"  
O verland  M onthly, XVIII (A ugust, 1 8 9 1 ), 208 .
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c o l o n i s t s .  S u g g e s t in g  t h a t  he a c c u m u la te  in fo rm a 

t i o n  a b o u t th e  a u t h e n t i c i t y  o f  J e c k e r 's  c la im s  a n d  

a d m o n ish in g  Gwin n o t  to  a t t r a c t  a t t e n t i o n  b y  i n d i s 

c r e t e  i n q u i r i e s ,  th e  F re n c h  M a rsh a l d i r e c t e d  Gwin
ZlQ

t o  s t o n e .  A lth o u g h  Gwin an d  S to n e  w ere i n  d a i l y  

c o n t a c t ,  Gwin r e s i s t e d  th e  s u g g e s t io n  to  make an  

a rra n g e m e n t w i th  J e c k e r H o w e v e r ,  on th e  a d v ic e  

o f  a  M. S o u l^ ,  he  c h an g e d  h i s  m in d . A c c o rd in g  t o  

Gwin, th e  r e s u l t  o f  th e  m e e tin g  w i th  J e c k e r  was 

t h a t  Gwin a lm o s t  becam e th e  owner o f  J e c k e r  ' s  c la im . 

The c o n t r a c t ,  h o w e v e r , was n e v e r  co n su m m ated .^ ^  

M a x im ilia n  was t h e  u l t i m a t e ,  and  m o st 

o b s t i n a t e ,  o b s t a c l e  to  F re n c h  p l a n s  f o r  N o r th e rn  

M ex ico . A lth o u g h  he  h a d  b e e n  away fro m  th e  c a p i t a l

48L . de N oue, B a z a in e ' s  s e c r e t a r y ,  t o  Gwin, 
M ex ico , May 1 6 , 1865» r e p r i n t e d  i n  i b i d . . p .  2 0 8 .

40
-^Massey t o  B en jam in  Wood, May 1 8 , 1 8 6 5 , 

r e p r i n t e d  i n  House E x e c u tiv e  D ocum ents, S e r .  S e t .  
1 2 4 6 , p .  5 1 5 .

^^Gwin to  h i s  w i f e ,  n . d . ,  c i r c a  l a t e  May, 
1865» r e p r i n t e d  i n  C olem an, "G w in 's  P l a n , "  O v e r la n d  
M o n th ly , X V III (A u g u s t,  1891)»  p .  2 0 8 .
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s in c e  G w in 's  r e t u r n  t o  M exico i n  May, i t  was commonly 

b e l i e v e d  t h a t  th e  m in e s  o f  S o n o ra  w ould  be  c e d e d  t o  

N a p o l e o n . W h e n  th e  E m peror r e t u r n e d  to  M exico C i ty ,  

h o w e v e r, i t  becam e c l e a r  t h a t  n e i t h e r  c a b i n e t  c h a n g e s , 

m i l i t a r y  t h r e a t s  from  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s ,  n o r  F re n c h  

p r e s s u r e  h a d  dam pened h i s  d e te r m in a t io n  t o  m a in ta in  th e  

i n t e g r i t y  o f  M exican  l a n d .  M a x im ilia n  h ad  f u l f i l l e d  

N a p o le o n 's  i n s i s t e n c e  on  M exican  r e m u n e r a t io n  f o r  

F re n c h  f o r c e s — w ith o u t  h a v in g  to  ced e  S o n o r a 's  

m in e ra l  r i g h t s .  G re a t  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  M exican  s i l v e r  

h a d  b e e n  s e n t  t o  F r a n c e ,  e n a b l in g  th e  F re n c h  m o n e ta ry  

p ro b le m  t o  s t a b i l i z e  f o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e  s in c e  A m erican  

an d  A u s t r a l i a n  g o ld  h a d  u p s e t  t h e i r  b i m e t a l l i c  s t a n d 

a r d  i n  1 8 5 1 .^ ^  By J u n e ,  1 8 6 5 , M. C ha ix  d ' E s t-A n g e ',

^ C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  o f  th e  New O r le a n s  T im es . 
V e ra  C ru z , Ju n e  1 ,  1 8 6 5 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  House E x e c u tiv e  
D ocum ents. S e r .  S e t  1 2 4 6 , p .  517-

"V a lu e s  o f  t h e  Im p o r ts  o f  M e rch a n d ise  an d  
B u l l io n  i n t o  E n g la n d , F r a n c e ,  and  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s ,  
fro m  M ex ico , 1 8 5 7 -1 8 7 1 ,"  H a n s a r d 's . 1 8 7 5 , " R e p o r t  on 
th e  D e p r e c ia t io n  o f  t h e  P r i c e  o f  S i l v e r , "  A p p e n d ix , 
p.^ 7 0 8 ; E n q u ê te  s u r  l e s  p r i n c i p e s  e t  l e s  f ^ t s  
g é n é ra u x  q u i r é g i s s e n t  l a  c i r c u l a t i o n  m o n é ta ir e  e t  
f i d u c i a i r e .  V o l?  V ï. p p .  5 3 4 -5 5 3 . See A p p e n d ix ,
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v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  F re n c h  c o u n c i l  o f  s t a t e ,  

a d m it te d  t h a t  M a x im ilia n  h a d  c a r r i e d  o u t  th e  T r e a ty  

o f  MtLramar "w ith  p e r f e c t  e x a c t n e s s . "  He h a d  r e d u c e d  

th e  M exican d e b t  t o  F r a n c e ,  f o r  a l l  o p e r a t i o n s ,  

fro m  3 9 , 4 5 8 ,0 0 0  f r a n c s  t o  a  n e g l i g i b l e  5 0 0 ,0 0 0  t o

6 0 0 ,0 0 0  f r a n c s .  M exican  m in in g  h a d  b e e n  resu m ed  

w i th  " e x t r a o r d in a r y "  r e s u l t s ,  w h ile  th e  cu sto m s 

d u t i e s  a t  Tam pico h ad  q u a d ru p le d  and  th o s e  a t  V era  

C ruz h ad  d o u b le d  s i n c e  M a x im i l ia n 's  a r r i v a l  i n  

M e x i c o . T h e  d a te  o f  C h a ix  d 'E s t - A n g e 's  s p e e c h , 

Ju n e  8 ,  1 8 6 5 , i s  s i g n i f i c a n t .  L e s s  th a n  tw e n ty  d a y s  

l a t e r ,  on Ju n e  2 6 , M a x im ilia n  p u b l i c l y  d e n ie d  t h a t  

S o n o ra  h a d  b e e n  c e d e d  t o  F ra n c e  o r  t h a t  he  h a d  

made an y  c o n c e s s io n s  t o  N a p o le o n 's  e m is s a r y ,  W ill ia m  

M cKendree Gwin.

M a x im ilia n  a l s o  h a d  r e a s o n  to  f e e l  more 

c o n f id e n t  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  F re n c h  E m p e ro r 's  m i l i t a r y  

f i r m n e s s  a f t e r  th e  Ham pton R oads c o n f e r e n c e .

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  th e  F re n c h  l e a r n e d  o f  th e  a c t u a l  d i s 

c u s s io n  b e tw een  Sew ard  and  C o n fe d e ra te  l e a d e r s .

^ ^ D is c u s s io n  i n  t h e  C orps l é g i s l a t i f ,  T h u rs 
d a y , June  8 ,  1 8 6 5 , p u b l i s h e d  i n  Le M o n ite u r . Ju n e  9 ,  
1 8 6 5 . T h is  a d m is s io n  h a d  a l s o  b e e n  made by  M. 
R o u h e r, S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e ,  on A p r i l  1 0 , 1 8 6 5 ,
Le M o n ite u r . A p r i l  1 1 , 1 8 6 5 .
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N ap o leo n  a s s u r e d  M a x im ilia n  t h a t  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  

w ould  " t h i n k  tw ic e  b e f o r e  d e c l a r i n g  War" and  t h a t  no  

m ore F re n c h  t r o o p s  w ould be r e c a l l e d  from  Mexico.*'^ 

A lth o u g h  M a x im i l ia n 's  f e a r  o f  A m erican  i n t e r v e n t i o n  

a f t e r  th e  C i v i l  War en d ed  may h a v e  b e e n  b e h in d  h i s  

r e j e c t i o n  o f  N a p o le o n 's  dem ands f o r  S o n o ra , a s  th e  

U n i te d  S t a t e s  m i n i s t e r  b e l i e v e d ,  F re n c h  r e s i s t a n c e  

t o  U n i te d  S t a t e s '  a id  f o r  J u a r e z  f l a r e d  anew i n  May 

o f  1 8 6 5 Eu r o p e a n  d ip lo m a ts  e x c i t e d l y  d i s c u s s e d  

F re n c h  r e a c t i o n  t o  r e p o r t s  t h a t  d is b a n d e d  o f f i c e r s  

and  men o f  t h e  U nion  arm y w ere  j o i n i n g  th e  

J u a r i s t a s . ^ ^  G e n e ra l  U ly s s e s  S . G r a n t ,  who lo o k e d  

on J u a r e z  a s  th e  L a f a y e t t e  o r  G a r ib a l d i  o f  M exico , 

a p p e a re d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h r e a t e n i n g  d u r in g  th e  a b se n c e  

o f  S e w a rd 's  r e s t r a i n i n g  i n f l u e n c e . % e  F re n c h

^ N a p o le o n  to  M a x im il ia n , M arch 1 ,  1865 , 
r e p r i n t e d  i n  G o r t i ,  M a x im il ia n , I I ,  p p .  8 8 7 -8 8 8 .

^ ^ W illia m  C orw in t o  S ew ard , J u ly  2 2 , 1 8 6 5 ,
NA, S t a t e ,  D e sp a tc h e s  from  U. S . M i n i s t e r s  to  
M ex ico , V o l. 3 0 , M icrocopy  9 7 , R o l l  3 2 .

^^K ing  to  S ew ard , Rome, May 2 4 , 1 8 6 5 , r e 
p r i n t e d  i n  H ouse E x e c u tiv e  D ocum ents, S e r .  S e t  1 2 4 6 , 
p .  1 5 9 . '

57M ariano  D e g o lla d o , I m p e r ia l  M exican  M in i s t e r  
i n  W a sh in g to n , t o  C a s t i l l o ,  M ex ican  M in i s t e r  o f  
F o r e ig n  A f f a i r s ,  HHUSA, K a r to n  1 4 1 , D oc. 555-
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d e c i s i v e l y  s u p p o r te d  M a x im il ia n , a n d  b y  th e  l a t t e r  

p a r t  o f  May, 1 8 6 5 , B ig e lo w  f e a r e d  t h a t  N a p o le o n 's  

h o s t i l i t y  a g a i n s t  a id  t o  J u ^ e z  w ou ld  e x p lo d e  i n t o  

a  w ar w i th  t h e  U n i te d  S t a te s .^ ®

As w ar p o s s i b i l i t i e s  i n c r e a s e d ,  M a x im i l ia n 's  

m i n i s t e r  t o  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  w ro te  t h a t  C a l i f o r n i a n s ,  

i n  s u p p o r t  o f  b o th  t h e  M onroe D o c tr in e  an d  th e  

J u a r i s t a s ,  w ere  p r e p a r i n g  to  in v a d e  S o n o ra . H ow ever, 

a c c o r d in g  t o  h i s  s o u r c e s  c lo s e  t o  S e w a rd , t h e  U n i te d  

S t a t e s  w o u ld  n o t  i n t e r v e n e  i f  a s s u r e d  t h a t  M e x ic o 's  

n o r t h e r n  f r o n t i e r  w ould n o t  be  c e d e d  t o  F r a n c e .

T h is  w ord  o f  hope  u n d o u b te d ly  h a d  g r e a t  i n f l u e n c e  

on M a x im il ia n . He c o u ld  a v o id  U n i te d  S t a t e s  i n t e r 

v e n t io n  an d  m a in ta in  M exican  t e r r i t o r y ,  b u t  o n ly  a t  

t h e  p r i c e  o f  a l i e n a t i n g  F r a n c e .  T h ro u g h o u t May and  

e a r l y  J u n e ,  th e  t h r e a t  o f  w ar i n c r e a s e d .  A la rm ed  b y  

m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n s  o f  G e n e ra ls  G ra n t an d  P h i l i p  S h e r i 

d a n  to w a rd  M ex ico , Sew ard  f e a r e d  a c t u a l  c o n f r o n t a t i o n

^ S e w a r d  t o  B ig e lo w , Ju n e  1 2 , 1 8 6 5 , r e 
s t a t i n g  B ig e lo w 's  d i s p a t c h  o f  l a t e  May, 1 8 6 5 , 
r e p r i n t e d  i n  House E x e c u tiv e  D ocum en ts, S e r .  S e t  
1 2 4 6 , p .  5 9 3 . :

^ ^ L u is  de A rro y o  t o  th e  M ex ican  M i n i s t e r  o f  
F o r e ig n  A f f a i r s ,  New Y o rk , May 2 2 , 1 8 6 5 , HHUSA, 
K a r to n  1 4 1 , D o cs. 4 1 - 4 5 .
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o f  A m erican  an d  F re n c h  t r o o p s . E e s i i m i n g  h i s  

d u t i e s  i n  Ju n e  a f t e r  a  tw o-m on th  d i s a b i l i t y ,  S ew ard  

a s s u r e d  N ap o leo n  t h a t  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  w ould  c o n -  

t i n u e  to  o b s e r v e  n e u t r a l i t y .  I n  h i s  f i r s t  l e t t e r  

s in c e  th e  A p r i l  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  a t t e m p t ,  S ew ard  d i s 

avowed th e  " h a s ty  la n g u a g e "  o f  A m erican  n e w sp a p e rs  

an d  t r i e d  t o  ca lm  e s c a l a t i n g  t e n s i o n s  b e tw e e n  th e  

two c o u n t r i e s .  In fo rm in g  B ig e lo w  o f  s t e p s  t a k e n  t o  

p r e v e n t  i l l i c i t  a rm am en ts r e a c h in g  J u a r e z ,  S ew ard  

e a r n e s t l y  h o p e d  t h a t  i f  u n a v o id a b le  i n c i d e n t s  s h o u ld  

o c c u r ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  g o v e rn m en t r e s t r a i n t s ,  t h e s e  w o u ld

be  o v e r lo o k e d  b y  F ra n c e  i n  o r d e r  t o  m a in ta in  p e a c e
6Tb e tw e e n  t h e  two c o u n t r i e s .  Such  i n c i d e n t s ,  a s  

S ew ard  h a d  p r e d i c t e d ,  d i d  in d e e d  o c c u r .  T h ro u g h o u t 

Ju n e  o f  1 8 6 5 1 th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  p u r s u e d  a  c o n c i l i a t o r y  

p o l i c y ,  an d  r e p o r t s  b e g a n  t o  r e a c h  M a x im ilia n  t h a t

fC
B em is, e d , , A m erican  S e c r e t a r i e s  o f  S t a t e  % 

V I I ,  p .  1 0 8 .

^^D rouyn  de L huys t o  M o n th o lo n , J u l y  6 ,
1865» r e f e r r i n g  t o  a  l e t t e r  fro m  S ew ard  t o  B ig e lo w , 
r e c e i v e d  b y  B ig e lo w  Ju n e  2 9 , 1 8 6 5 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  
H ouse E x e c u t iv e  D ocum en ts. S e r .  S e t  1 2 4 6 , p .  6 9 3 .

C o rre s p o n d e n c e  b e tw ee n  G e n e ra l  E . B . Brown 
an d  G e n e ra l  Tom^s M e .jia , a b o u t  c o n f r o n t a t i o n s  on th e  
R io  G ra n d e . HHUSA, K a r to n  2 4 , P a s c .  1 3 , N o. 1 6 .
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th e  A m erican  p e o p le  w a n te d  p e a c e  and o r d e r  i n  M exico 

and  th e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  i n v e s t  i n  M exican  m in in g  

v e n tu r e s

S e w a rd ’s  e f f o r t s  f o r  p e a c e  w ere  t i m e l y .  Con

t r a r y  t o  e a r l i e r  r e p o r t s  from  B igelow  and  Romero t h a t  

t h e  c o rp s  l é g i s l a t i f  w as h o s t i l e  to  F re n c h  m i l i t a r y  

e x p e n d i tu r e s  i n  M ex ico , th e  d e b a te s  o f  Ju n e  9 e n d ed  i n

a  v o te  o f  232  t o  a  m ere 13 f o r  a p p ro v a l  o f  m a in t a in in g
64F re n c h  t r o o p s  t h e r e .  N ap o leo n  a s k e d  h i s  M i n i s t e r  o f  

th e  Navy f o r  a  r e p o r t  on th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  t r a n s p o r t i n g

1 0 0 ,0 0 0  m ore t r o o p s  t o  M exico and  on e n g a g in g  i n  n a v a l  

w a r f a r e ,  w i th o u t  B r i t i s h  s u p p o r t ,  a g a i n s t  t h e  U n i te d  

S t a t e s .

^Memoir t o  M a x im ilia n  from  E . de C o u r c i l l o n ,  
Ju n e  2 8 , 1 8 6 3 , C o rre s p o n d e n z e n  a u s  d en  V e r e in ig te n  
S t a a t e n ,  HHUSA, K a r to n  1 3 7 , D ocs. 7 5 -7 8 .

64Le M o n i te u r . Ju n e  1 0 , 1 8 6 3 . Le M o n i te u r , 
Ju n e  9 ,  1 9 6 3 , s e t  t h e  num ber o f  F re n c h  t r o o p s  i n  
M exico i n  1863 a t  a p p ro x im a te ly  2 2 ,0 0 0 ;  N a p o leo n  
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  f i g u r e  was 3 0 ,9 4 0 . N ap o leo n  to  
M a x im il ia n , A p r i l  1 2 , 1 8 6 6 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  G o r t i ,  
M a x im il ia n , I I ,  9 3 3 .

^ ^ G a p ta in  H o re , B r i t i s h  n a v a l  a t t a c h e  i n  
P a r i s ,  t o  E a r l  R u s s e l l ,  Ju n e  3 0 , 1 8 6 3 , r e p o r t i n g  a  
c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i th  A d m ira l P a e e ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  
" C o n s e i l  d e s  t r a v a u x  de  l a  M a r in e ."  The d a t e  o f  t h e  
c o n v e r s a t io n  i s  n o t  s t a t e d ,  a l th o u g h  H ore n o te d  i t  
to o k  p l a c e  "some s h o r t  t im e  a g o ."  E x t r a c t s  r e p r i n t e d  
i n  C ase  and  S p e n c e r ,  C i v i l  War D ip lo m acy , p .  3 6 3 .
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M a x im ilia n  was r e l i e v e d  t h a t  F re n c h  t r o o p s  

w ould  r e m a in ,  and  m ig h t ev en  be a u g m e n te d . I t  was 

p e rh a p s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h i s  a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  he becam e 

i n c r e a s i n g l y  a s s e r t i v e  a b o u t h i s  own c o n t r o l  o f  

M exican a f f a i r s .  C e r t a i n l y  a f t e r  th e  s p r i n g  o f  1865 

M a x im ilia n  was n e i t h e r  th e  "pawn" n o r  t h e  " p u p p e t"  

o f  F ra n c e  t h a t  h i s t o r i c a l  t r a d i t i o n  h a s  made h im .^ ^  

H is  in d e p e n d e n c e  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e v e a l e d  i n  h i s  

d e n ia l  o f  S o n o ra  to  F r a n c e .  M exican  n a t i o n a l i s m ,  

t o  B a z a in e 's  d i s t r e s s ,  grew  s t r o n g e r — w i th  th e  

M exican E m p e ro r 's  e n c o u r a g e m e n t . A f t e r  M a x im ilia n  

e s t a b l i s h e d  fre e d o m  o f  th e  p r e s s ,  i n  d e f i a n c e  o f  th e  

F re n c h  M a rs h a l,  i n  A p r i l  o f  1865» M exican  n e w sp a p e rs  

assum ed a  m ore n a t i o n a l i s t i c ,  a n t i - F r e n c h  p o s t u r e .

E l p â .ja ro  v e r  de r e p r o d u c e d  a  New Y ork  E x p re s s  

a r t i c l e ,  c r i t i c a l l y  a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  G w in, acco m p an ied

^ ^D ab b s, (Dhe F re n c h  Army i n  M e x ico , p .  1 3 4 .

^ ^ T h is  n a t i o n a l i s m  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g l y  p o r t r a y e d  
i n  c o v e r s  o f  I m p e r ia l  s h e e t  m u s ic . I n  1864 b o th  t h e  
A u s t r i a n  an d  M exican  i n s i g n i a s  a r e  d i s p l a y e d ,  s i d e  b y  
s i d e ,  b u t  b y  1865 o n ly  th e  M exican  i n s i g n i a  i s  u s e d .  
M usic S h e e ts  Z 35174 HBR, M a x im ilia n  a n d  G a r lo t a  
C o l l e c t i o n ,  R a re  Book Room, R ic e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  H o u s to n , 
T e x a s .
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b y  F re n c h  t r o o p s ,  was a c t u a l l y  e n ro u te  t o  S ono ra .^®  

P u b l i c  a n ta g o n is m  a g a i n s t  F re n c h  i n t e r e s t s  i n  S o n o ra  

i n c r e a s e d  d a i l y .

F i n a l l y ,  on Ju n e  2 6 , 1 8 6 5 , M a x im ilia n

p u b l i c l y  d e n ie d  th e  c e s s io n  o f  S o n o r a 's  m in es to

F r a n c e .  The o f f i c i a l  n e w sp a p er o f  t h e  M exican  E m p ire ,

E l  D ia r io  d e l  I m p e r io . s t a t i n g  t h a t  th e  Em peror w ould

" m a in ta in  and  d e fe n d  th e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  th e  n a t i o n a l

t e r r i t o r y  w i t h  i n f l e x i b l e  e n e rg y  o f  w i l l , " d isa v o w ed

any  g o v ern m en t c o n n e c t io n  w i th  N a p o le o n 's  e n t r e p r e n e u r ,

W ill ia m  M cKendree Gwin. The f r o n t - p a g e  n e w sp a p er

a r t i c l e  d en o u n ced  p r o j e c t e d  p l a n s  t o  a p p ly  th e  e n t i r e

p r o d u c t io n  o f  S o n o ra  to  th e  d e b ts  owed th e  F re n c h

g o v e rn m e n t. C i t i n g  r e p o r t s  fro m  A m erican  n e w sp a p e rs  on

th e  a l l e g e d  c e s s io n  o f  S o n o ra , E l D ia r io  d e l  Im p e rio

c o n te m p tu o u s ly  s t a t e d ,  "D r. Gwin f i g u r e s  i n  a l l  o f

th e s e  s t o r i e s ,  now a s  G o v e rn o r , a g a in  a s  V ic e ro y  and

w i th  th e  t i t l e  o f  Duke, a t t r i b u t i n g  pow er and  a u t h o r i t y
6Q

d e r iv e d  from  th e  E m peror o f  M exico and  F r a n c e ."

^^M cP herson , "W illia m  M cKendree G w in ,"  p .  2 6 6 .

^ ^ E l D ia r io  d e l  ^ p e r i o , Ju n e  2 6 , 1 8 6 5 , e n c lo s e d  
i n  a  d e s p a tc h  from  [W il l ia m 1 Corw in to  S ew ard , J u l y  1 1 , 
1 8 6 5 , NA, S t a t e ,  D e sp a tc h e s  fro m  U n i te d  S t a t e s  M i n i s t e r s  
t o  M exico , V o l. 3 0 , M ic ro co p y  9 7 , R o l l  5 1 .
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R e a l i z i n g  t h a t  th e  b i t t e r  a t t a c k  was a  d i r e c t

c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i th  N a p o le o n , t h e  F re n c h  m i n i s t e r  t o
70M exico was s tu n n e d  and  ex j> ec ted  a  r e t r a c t i o n .

A lth o u g h  M o n th o lo n  a d m i t te d  t h a t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  c e s s i o n  

o f  S o n o r a 's  m in e s  w as th e  m a jo r  s o u rc e  o f  s t r a i n e d  

d ip lo m a t ic  r e l a t i o n s  b e tw e e n  F ra n c e  an d  th e  U n i te d  

S t a t e s , Dano com posed a  " c o u n t e r p r o p o s i t i o n  t o  

th e  P r o j e c t  o f  M. Gwin" and  p r e s s e d  M a x im ilia n  on 

h i s  f i n a n c i a l  o b l i g a t i o n s  to  F r a n c e N e w s  o f  th e  

M exican  E m p i r e 's  r e f u s a l  to  c e d e  S o n o r a 's  m in e s  

r e a c h e d  F ra n c e  on  J u l y  1 5 . A n g e re d , N a p o leo n  

im m e d ia te ly  s e n t  d i s p a t c h e s  t o  b o th  B a z a in e  an d  D ano, 

who d e f e n s i v e l y  r e c o u n te d  b o th  th e  r e a s o n s  t h e y  c o u ld  

n o t  im p le m e n t h i s  i n s t r u c t i o n s  and  th e  econom ic  and  

m i l i t a r y  p r e s s u r e s  t h a t  th e y  h a d  a l r e a d y  a p p l i e d .

^^D anO yto D rouyn de L h u y s , Ju n e  2 9 , 1 8 6 5 , 
r e p r i n t e d  i n  D ia z , V e r s id n  f r a n c e s a . IV , 1 5 5 -1 3 8 .

^^M on tho lon  t o  D rouyn de L h u y s , J u l y  1 4 ,
I 8 6 5 , e x t r a c t s  r e p r i n t e d  i n  i b i d . ,  1 4 8 -1 4 9 .

72Dano to  D rouyn de  L h u y s , A u g u s t 29  and
J u l y  2 8 , 1 8 6 5 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  i b i d . ,  1 8 5 -1 8 5 ; 1 4 9 -1 5 4 .

^ ^ B a z a in e  t o  t h e  F re n c h  M i n i s t e r  o f  W ar,
A u g u st 2 7 , 1 8 6 5 ; Dano to  D rouyn de L h u y s , A u g u s t 2 9 ,
1 8 6 5 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  i b i d . .  1 7 5 -1 7 6 , 1 8 5 -1 8 5 . F o r  
th e  many F re n c h  d i s p a t c h e s  on  t h i s  s u b j e c t ,  s e e  i b i d .
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D e m o ra liz e d  b y  M a x im i l ia n 's  o f f i c i a l  r e j e c -
nh

t i o n ,  Gwin w ro te  t o  N ap o leo n  on  th e  d ay  b e f o r e  h e  

l e f t  M ex ico . V a in ly  a p p e a l in g  f o r  j u s t i c e ,  he  com

p l a i n e d  t h a t  B a z a in e  h ad  r e f u s e d  to  p r o t e s t  

M a x im il ia n ’ s r e p u d i a t i o n  b e c a u se  o f  th e  " c o n f i d e n t i a l  

n a t u r e " o f  th e  s u b j e c t  w h ic h  c o u ld  n o t  be p u b l i c i z e d  

" w i th o u t  i r r e v e r e n c e  a n d  d a n g e r . Ac knowl e dg i ng  

f a i l u r e ,  Gwin d e c id e d  t o  l e a v e  im m e d ia te ly  and 

a s k e d  f o r  a  m i l i t a r y  e s c o r t  t o  Ma t a mo r o s , Aba ndoned  

b y  two E m p ero rs  and  im p r is o n e d  by  h i s  n a t i v e  c o u n tr y  

a t  F o r t  J a c k s o n  f o r  more th a n  se v e n  m o n th s , he  

c o n t in u e d  to  w r i t e  th e  M arq u is  de 

M o n th o lo n .

T h is  r e a c t i o n  i n  i t s e l f — t h r e a t s ,  b l u f f s ,  a c c u s a t i o n s  
an d  in v o lv e d  e x p la n a t i o n s  to  t h e  F re n c h  E m peror on 
t h e  f a i l u r e  t o  o b t a i n  th e  c e s s i o n  o f  S o n o r a 's  m in e r a l  
r i g h t s  f o r  F r a n c e — w ould  s u p p o r t  a  s e p a r a t e  s t u d y .

^^Gwin to  h i s  w ife  an d  c h i l d r e n ,  Ju n e  2 9 ,
1865» r e p r i n t e d  i n  C olem an, " G w in 's  P l a n , "  O v e r la n d  
M o n th ly , XVII ( J u n e ,  1 8 9 1 ) ,  p .  5 9 4 .

^^Gwin t o  N a p o le o n , J u l y  5» 1865» r e p r i n t e d  
i n  i b i d . , p .  5 9 7 .

^^R ippy» "M ex ican  P r o j e c t s , " p .  515; V. C.
N unn, E sc a p e  From R e c o n s t r u c t io n  ( F o r t  W orth : Leo
P o tish m a n  F o u n d a t io n ,  T ex as C h r i s t i a n  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 9 5 6 ) ,  
p .  2 9 .

^^Gwin to  M o n th o lo n , F o r t  J a c k s o n , O c to b e r  
15» 1865» r e p r i n t e d  i n  C olem an, "G w in 's  P l a n , "
O v e r la n d  M o n th ly , X V III (A u g u s t ,  1 8 9 1 ) ,  P - 2 0 9 . As
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W illia m  M cKendree G w in’ s d e p a r tu r e  from  

M exico on J u l y  4 ,  1 8 6 5 , w as acco m p an ied  b y  a  s p a t e  

o f  p r o c la m a t io n s  a n d  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e .  As Gwin d e 

j e c t e d l y  ro d e  to w a rd  th e  R io  G ra n d e , A n to n io  L dpez 

de S a n ta  A nna, p a t r i o t i c a l l y  condem ning  I f e x im il ia n  

f o r  c e d in g  S o n o ra  t o  F r a n c e ,  i s s u e d  a  p r o c la m a t io n  

a g a i n s t  th e  E m p i r e . On th e  b a s i s  o f  M e j i a 's  s t a t e 

m ent t h a t  F re n c h  f o r c e s  a n d  Gwin h a d  a l r e a d y  l e f t  

f o r  S o n o ra , M a tia s  Romero m is ta k e n ly  c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  

Gwin was i n  th e  p r o c e s s  o f  a c t u a l l y  e f f e c t i n g  h i s  

p la n s  i n  S o n o r a . D i s c l o s i n g  i n t e r c e p t e d  c o r r e s p o n 

d e n c e , d a te d  May 1 6 -1 9 ,  1 8 6 5 , w h ic h , a l th o u g h  

d iv u lg in g  F re n c h  s u p p o r t  f o r  Gwin was in n o c u o u s  a s  

f a r  a s  t h r e a t s  t o  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  w ere  c o n c e rn e d ,

l a t e  a s  F e b r u a r y ,  1 8 6 7 , Sew ard  a l l e g e d l y  h a d  s p i e s  
o r  d e t e c t i v e s  f o l lo w in g  Gwin who, upon  h i s  r e l e a s e ,  
r e t u r n e d  to  F r a n c e .  W ill ia m  V. W e lls  t o  M a x im il ia n , 
New Y o rk , F e b ru a ry  1 4 , 1 8 6 7 , HHUSA, K a r to n  141 
D ocs. 1 5 -1 4 .

^ ^ P ro c la m a tio n  o f  S a n ta  A nna, S t .  Thom as, 
J u l y  8 ,  1 8 5 5 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  House E x e c u tiv e  Docu
m en ts  . S e r .  S e t  l2 4 6 ,  p .  6 6 ? .

*^^Mej^a t o  R om ero, W a sh in g to n , J u l y  1 ,  1 8 6 5 , 
r e p r i n t e d  i n  i b i d . , p .  5 1 2 .



259

Romero f e l t  o b l ig e d  t o  t h e o r i z e  t h a t  Gwia h a d  a  

" p re s e n tim e n t* ' t h a t  h i s  l e t t e r s  w ou ld  be  i n t e r c e p t e d .  

H ow ever, t h e  M exican  m i n i s t e r  s k i l l f u l l y  in f la m e d  th e  

U n ite d  S t a t e s  by  p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  Gwin p la n n e d  to  

am ass d i s c o n te n t e d  A m erican  c i t i z e n s  on  th e  M exican 

f r o n t i e r .  I r r i t a t e d  f i r s t  b y  th e  f a i l u r e  o f  th e  

Hampton R oads c o n fe re n c e  and  th e n  b y  th e  c u r t a i lm e n t  

o f  r e c r u i t s  f o r  J u a r e z ,  Romero t e n a c i o u s l y  e x p l o i t e d
QQ

a l l  p ro p a g a n d a  a g a i n s t  M a x im ilia n .

On J u l y  1 1 , W illia m  Corw in w ro te  S ew ard ,

"The S o n o ra  p r o j e c t  o f  D r. W illia m  M. Gwin h a s  b e en  

s u d d e n ly  and  f i n a l l y  d is p o s e d  o f . "  B e fo re  C o rw in 's  

l e t t e r  r e a c h e d  S ew ard , ho w ev er, he  r e c e i v e d  R o m ero 's  

c o r re s p o n d e n c e  a n d , on J u ly  1 5 , t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  

S t a t e  s t e r n l y  a d v is e d  B igelow  t h a t  t h e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  

w ou ld  n o t  t o l e r a t e  e i t h e r  t h e  F re n c h  E m p e ro r 's  

s a n c t i o n  o f  th e  " d i s l o y a l "  Gwin o r  t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n

80Romero t o  S ew ard , J u ly  8 ,  1865» r e p r i n t e d  
i n  i b i d . , p .  5 1 1 .

® ^W illiam  Corw in to  S ew ard , J u l y  1 1 , 1 8 6 5 , 
HA, S t a t e ,  D e sp a tc h e s  from  U n ite d  S t a t e s  M in i s t e r s  
t o  M ex ico , V o l. 5 0 , M icrocopy  97» R o l l  5 1 .
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o f  C o n fe d e ra te s  a s  m i l i t a r y  and  p o l i t i c a l  en em ie s
Qp

i n  n o r t h e r n  M ex ico . T h is  was th e  f i r s t  r e c r u d e s 

c e n c e  o f  " b e l l ig e r e n c e  to w a rd  F ra n c e  s in c e  th e  e v e n t s  

o f  May and  Ju n e  h a d  c a u s e d  Sew ard  to  be  c o n c i l i a t o r y .

B e fo re  t h i s  l e t t e r  a r r i v e d  i n  F r a n c e ,  D rouyn 

de L h u y s, on th e  b a s i s  o f  M a x im il ia n 's  r e f u s a l  t o  

c ed e  th e  m in e r a l  r i g h t s  o f  S o n o ra , in fo rm e d  h i s  

m i n i s t e r  i n  W a sh in g to n , " I t  i s  f i r m l y  r e s o l v e d  n o t  

t o  a c c e p t  th e  c e s s i o n  o f  any  p o r t i o n  o f  M exican  

t e r r i t o r y ,  an d  t o  d e c l i n e  a l l  p r o p o s a l s  f o r  co n 

c e s s io n  o f  m in es  i n  S o n o ra . " I r r i t a t e d  b y  th e  

M exican  E m p e ro r 's  d e f i a n c e  o f  F r a n c e ,  th e  F re n c h  

f o r e i g n  m i n i s t e r  e x h i b i t e d  no  i n t i m i d a t i o n  by  th e  

U n ite d  S t a t e s  an d  b e l l i g e r e n t l y  c o n t in u e d  to  

a d v o c a te  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  C o n fe d e ra te  e m ig ra n ts  i n  

m in in g  d i s t r i c t s :  "Mo m a t t e r  a b o u t  th e  d e t a i l s  o f

th e  E m peror M a x im i l ia n 's  p l a n s ;  t h i s  seem s to  u s  th e
gz

p r o p e r  tim e  to  c a r r y  them  o u t . "  An e v e n t  unknown i n

op
S ew ard  t o  B ig e lo w , J u l y  13» 1865» r e p r i n t e d  

i n  House E x e c u t iv e  D ocum en ts. S e r .  S e t  1246, o n .  318- 
519:

®^Drouyn de L huys t o  M ontholon» P a r i s ,  J u l y  
20, 1865» r e p r i n t e d  i n  i b i d . . p p .  693-694.



241

e i t h e r  W ash in g to n  o r  P a r i s ,  F re n c h  t r o o p s  to o k  

H e rm o s i l lo  i n  J u l y ,  186$— w ith o u t  a  s h o t  b e in g

fired.84

I t  i s  im p la u s ib le  t o  a rg u e  t h a t  M a x im ilia n  

s im p ly  bowed t o  M exican  a n ta g o n is m  to w a rd  Gwin a s  an  

A m e ric an . D u rin g  th e  same m onth  t h a t  he  d isa v o w ed  

Gwin, he  o p e n ly  and  f u l l y  s u p p o r te d  th e  C o n fe d e ra te  

Mathew F o n ta in e  M aury , t o  .whom h e  e n t r u s t e d  th e  

d e v e lo p m e n t o f  h i s  c o l o n i z a t i o n  p ro g ra m — w ith o u t  

F re n c h  c o n t r o l .  When M aury was a l s o  a t t a c k e d  by  

th e  p r e s s ,  M a x im ilia n  v ig o r o u s ly  d e fe n d e d  h im .

M exican  n e w sp a p e rs  p r a i s e d  t h e  E m p e ro r 's  

s t a n d  on S o n o ra . E l  p ^ .ja ro  v e r d e , a s s e r t i n g  th e  

" s a c r e d  r i g h t "  o f  M exico t o  u se  S o n o r a 's  w e a l th  f o r  

i t s  own b e n e f i t ,  c o n te n d e d  t h a t  t h e  p u r p o r t e d  c e s s i o n ,  

c r e a t i n g  a  F re n c h  b u f f e r  s t a t e ,  w o u ld  h av e  b e e n  v ie w e d  

b y  th e  w o r ld  a s  a  s i g n  o f  " im p o te n c e  and  w e ak n e ss"  

i n  th e  p o s s i b l e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i th  t h e  U n i te d  

S t a t e s . 85 E ven L 'è r e  n o u v e l l e , t h e  F re n c h  n e w sp a p e r  

i n  M ex ico , a d m i t te d  t h a t  t h e  p ro p o s e d  c e s s i o n  h a d

84D abbs, F re n c h  Army i n  M ex ico , p .  1 0 0 .

8 % a n n a ,  " Im m ig ra t io n  M ovem ent," p .  2 5 8 , 
c i t i n g  E l  p é .ia ro  v e r d e . Ju n e  2 7 , 1 8 6 $ .
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s t im u la te d ,  d i s s e n s i o n  and  h a d  " p u t  t h e  E m peror i n  

a  b a d  l i g h t .

S h i f t i n g  h i s  d ep en d en cy  on  P ra n c e  t o  th e  

n e b u lo u s ly  p r o f f e r e d  f r i e n d s h i p  o f  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s ,  

M a x im ilia n  h o p e d  f o r  r e c o g n i t i o n  fro m  W ash in g to n  

an d  l e s s  r e l i a n c e  on P a r i s ,  The F re n c h  g o v ern m en t 

b e g a n  m ak ing  p l a n s  t o  w ith d ra w  a l l  t h e i r  t r o o p s  f o r  

th e  f i r s t  t im e  s in c e  th e y  h a d  r e c e i v e d  ru m o rs  o f  t h e  

im p e n d in g  Ham pton R oads c o n fe re n c e .® '^  On J u l y  3 0 , 

1 8 6 3 , two d a y s  b e f o r e  S e w a rd 's  J u l y  13 d i s p a t c h  h a d  

b e e n  p r e s e n t e d  to  th e  F re n c h  g o v e rn m e n t. M a rsh a l 

E an d o n , t h e  F re n c h  m i n i s t e r  o f  w a r ,  w ro te  M a rsh a l 

B a z a in e  t h a t  M a x im ilia n  w ould  be w e l l  a d v is e d  to

J b i d . , c i t i n g  L 'è r e  n o u v e l l e . Ju n e  2 7 ,
1 8 6 5 . L 'è r e  n o u v e l l e  h a d  b een  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  
A u g u s t ,  1 8 6 4 , b y  S .  M a s s e ra s ,  fo rm e r  e d i t o r  o f  th e  
New Y ork  C o u r r i e r  d e s  E t a t s  U n is . I b i d . . p .  2 3 3 . 
H ow ever, e a r l i e r  i n  th e  d e b a te s  a b o u t  tirwin, ev en  
i t s  e d i t o r  h a d  b e e n  im p r is o n e d  by  B a z a in e .
M cP herson , " W ill ia m  M cKendree G w in ,"  2 6 6 .

®*^Although th e  F re n c h  w i th d r a w a l  fro m  M exico 
i s  o u t s i d e  th e  sc o p e  o f  t h i s  s t u d y ,  s e e  t h e  f o l lo w in g  
d i s p a t c h e s  f o r  a s s u r a n c e s  t h a t  F re n c h  t r o o p s  w ould  
n o t  b e  r e d u c e d :  E u g ln ie  t o  G a r l o t a ,  F e b ru a ry  3 ,
1 8 6 3 ; N a p o leo n  to  M a x im il ia n , M arch 1 ,  1 8 6 3 ; E u g é n ie  
t o  G a r lo t a ,  A p r i l  1 and  May 31» 1 8 6 3 , r e l a t i n g  o r d e r s  
fro m  N a p o le o n ; r e p r i n t e d  i n  O o r t i ,  M a x im il ia n . I I ,  
p p .  8 8 8 -8 8 9 ; 8 ^ 7 -8 8 8 ; 8 9 3 -8 9 6 , 9 0 8 -9 ^ 9 ; d i s c u s s i o n  
i n  t h e  c o rp s  l e g i s l a t i v e . T h u rsd a y , Ju n e  8 , 1863» 
p u b l i s h e d  i n  Le M o n ite u r ,  Ju n e  9» 1 8 6 3 .
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o r g a n iz e  a  M ex ican  arm y— " f o r  we c a n n o t  s t a y  

e t e r n a l l y  i n  M exico."® ®

As th e  F re n c h  made p l a n s  t o  w ith d ra w , th e  

M exican  E m pire  h a d  no  m ore in d u c e m e n ts  t o  o f f e r  t h e  

U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  a n d  S ew ard  spoke  w i th  i n c r e a s i n g  

d i r e c t n e s s ,  B ig e lo w  d u t i f u l l y  r e p o r t e d  th e  i n t e r 

c e p te d  Gwin l e t t e r s  a n d  S e w a rd 's  J u l y  13 d i s p a t c h  

to  D rouyn de L huys on A u g u st 1 ,  1865-® ^ S ix  d a y s  

l a t e r  th e  F re n c h  f o r e i g n  m i n i s t e r  h e a t e d l y  

re s p o n d e d  t h a t  th e  F re n c h  E m peror r e j e c t e d  su c h  an  

a r r o g a n t  and  t h r e a t e n i n g  c o m m u n ic a tio n . B ig e lo w , 

th o r o u g h ly  i n t i m i d a t e d ,  w ro te  S ew ard , "The s e n s i 

t i v e n e s s  b e t r a y e d  b y  h i s  E x c e l le n c y  upon  t h i s  

s u b j e c t  h a s  d e te r m in e d  me t o  d e f e r  a n y  r e j o i n d e r  

u n t i l  I  h av e  h a d  t im e  to  h e a r  fro m  y o u ." ^ ^  B i t t e r l y

®®Randon t o  B a z a in e ,  P a r i s ,  J u l y  3 0 , 1 8 6 5 , 
B a z a in e  A r c h iv e s ,  X I I I ,  f .  2 5 5 1 -2 5 5 3 •

® ^B igelow  to  D rouyn de LhtQrs, A u g u s t 1 ,  
1 8 6 5 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  B ig e lo w , R e t r o s p e c t i o n s ,  I I I ,  
1 2 2 -1 3 1 .

^^D rouyn  de L huys t o  B ig e lo w , A u g u s t 7» 
1 8 6 5 , r e p r i n t e d  i n  i b i d . , p .  1 4 5 ,

^ ^ B ig e lo w  to  S ew ard , A u g u s t 1 0 , 1 8 6 5 , 
r e p r i n t e d  i n  i b i d . , p .  1 4 7 .
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in fo rm in g  M ontho lon  o f  th e  o f f e n s iv e  c o r re s p o n d e n c e  

fro m  Sew ard  w h ich  h e  h a d  an sw ered  "hy  th e  E m p e ro r 's  

com m and," D rouyn de L huys s e e th e d  a t  t h e  s u p e r 

c i l i o u s  a t t i t u d e  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  w h ic h , i n  

i t s  w ar w i th  M exico , h a d  " e x e r c i s e d  th e  r i g h t s  

o f  v i c t o r y  i n  a l l  t h e i r  p l e n i t u d e  b y  a n n e x in g  a  

new S t a t e . "  He th e n  a d m i t te d ,  "We y i e l d e d  to  a  

n e c e s s i t y  o f  th e  same n a tu r e  a s  t h a t  w h ic h  h a d , 

a t  a n o th e r  e p o c h , c o n d u c te d  th e  A m erican  arm s to  th e  

c a p i t a l  o f  M ex ico .

P ra n c o -A m e ric a n  d ip lo m a t ic  d i s p a t c h e s  b e 

came more su b d u e d . C o n fe s s in g  to  B ig e lo w  t h a t  Gwin 

h a d  a p p e a re d  t o  be  a n  e n e r g e t i c  m an, D rouyn de L huys 

d i p l o m a t i c a l l y  d e n ie d  t h a t  th e  E m peror h a d  known

h im .^ ^  And Sew ard  e x p re s s e d  r e g r e t  t h a t  he h a d
04

a n ta g o n iz e d  th e  F re n c h  f o r e i g n  m i n i s t e r . ^

^  D rouyn de L huys t o  M o n th o lo n , A u g u st I 7 , 
1865» r e p r i n t e d  i n  H ouse E x e c u tiv e  D ocum ents, S e r .  
S e t  1 2 4 6 , p .  6 9 4 .

^ ^ B ig e lo w  t o  S ew ard , A u g u st 5 1 , 1865» r e 
p r i n t e d  i n  B ig e lo w , R e t r o s p e c t i o n s . I l l ,  p p . 16 5 -1 6 8 ,

^^S ew ard  t o  B ig e lo w , A u g u s t 2 4 , 1865» r e 
p r i n t e d  i n  i b i d . ,  p p .  1 8 2 -1 8 3 ; E u g é n ie  t o  G a r lo t a ,  
S ep tem b er 2 0 , 1 8 6 5 . r e p r i n t e d  i n  O o r t i ,  M a x im ilia n , 
I I ,  9 1 9 -9 2 0 .
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M eanw hile , F ra n c o -M e x ic a n  r e l a t i o n s  becam e 

m ore s t r a i n e d .  M a rsh a l R andon, dem and ing  th e  r e t u r n  

o f  F re n c h  t r o o p s ,  i m p a t i e n t l y  w ro te  t o  B a z a in e , "The 

M exican  G overnm ent m u st be t h i n k i n g  t h a t  we w i l l  

s a c r i f i c e  o u r  own i n t e r e s t s  f o r  t h e i r s , M a x i m i l i a n  

h a d  s u c c e s s f u l l y  d e f i e d  th e  F re n c h , th e r e b y  l o s i n g  

t h e i r  s u p p o r t .  A t h i s  t r i a l  i n  1867» h e  f u t i l e l y  

re m in d e d  M exicans t h a t  h e  h ad  d e fe n d e d  t h e i r  t e r r i t o r y  

and  h ad  r e t a i n e d  S o n o ra  and  i t s  m in e s  f o r  M ex ico .

i n
^^R andon to  B azed n e , P a r i s ,  A u g u st 5 1 , 1865 , 

B a z a in e  A r c h iv e s ,  XIV, f .  2 6 0 8 -2 6 0 9 .

^ S a m u e l  S i e g f r i e d  K a r l B a sc h , E r in n e ru n g e n  
a u s  M exico ( L e ip z ig ;  V e r la g  von  D under & H u m b lo t, 
l ô é ë ) ,  p .  2 2 9 . See A ppend ix  o f  B asch  f o r  M a x im i l ia n 's  
h a n d - w r i t t e n  d e fe n s e  n o t e s .



CHAPTER V II I  

CONCLUSION

C ount Egon C a e sa r  C o r t i  r e f e r r e d  to  th e  

e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  S o n o r a 's  m ines a s  " N a p o le o n 's  f a v 

o u r i t e  i d e a ," ^  a  p o i n t  r e in f o r c e d  i n  many d ip lo m a tic  
2

d i s p a t c h e s .  In  t h i s  s tu d y ,  th e  q u e s t io n  a sk e d  w as, 

why? The a n sw e r , w e ll-k n o w n  to  m ost h i s t o r i a n s ,  was 

i t s  s i l v e r ,  b a se d  on e x a g g e ra te d  a c c o u n ts  o f  a l l e g e d  

w e a lth  t h e r e .  T h is  le g e n d  and th e  v u l n e r a b i l i t y  o f  

M exico, exam ined  in  c h a p te r  tw o, s u p p l ie d  th e  b a c k 

g round  f o r  th e  a c t i o n s  o f  th e  E m peror when, i n  I 8 6 l ,  

he so u g h t a  s o l u t i o n  to  h i s  a c u te  n e ed  f o r  s i l v e r .

The q u e s t io n ,  p r e v io u s ly  o v e r lo o k e d  by h i s 

t o r i a n s ,  th e n  a sk e d  w as, why d id  F ra n c e  w an t o r  n eed  

t h i s  s i l v e r  so  d e s p e r a te ly ?  T h is  l e d  t o  an  exam ina

t i o n  o f  th e  F re n c h  m o n e ta ry  sy s te m . F r a n c e 's  b im e ta l 

l i c  s t a n d a r d  c o n f ro n te d  c r i t i c a l  p ro b le m s c a u se d  by 

th e  i n f l u x  o f  g o ld  from  A m erica  and  A u s t r a l i a  in  th e

^ C o r t i ,  M a x im ilia n . I ,  p .  2 ?1 .

^ ^ F re n c h  d ip lo m a t ic  d e s p a tc h e s ,  r e p r i n t e d  in
D ia z , V e rs io n  f r a n c e s a . I - I V ,  c o n ta in  o v e r  a  h u n d red  
r e f e r e n c e s  to  S o n o ra . B lum berg, D ip lom acy  o f  th e  
M exican E m p ire , p .  ?6 , a l s o  n o te d  th e  " d i s p r o p o r 
t i o n a t e l y  l a r g e  num ber o f  r e f e r e n c e s "  t o  S o n o ra .
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1 8 5 0 's .  The n e ed  f o r  s i l v e r ,  a s  r e l a t e d  i n  c h a p te r  

t h r e e ,  i n t e n s i f i e d  i n  th e  e a r l y  lB 6 0 * s w ith  th e  la c k  

o f  c o t to n  d u r in g  th e  A m erican  C i v i l  W ar. A r e c e n t  

work exam ined  th e  s e r io u s n e s s  o f  th e  F re n c h  n eed  f o r  

c o t t o n .  The a u th o r  c o n c lu d e d  t h a t  N ap o leo n  was " v e ry  

much c o n c e rn e d  o v e r  th e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  d i s o r d e r s  

and d i s a f f e c t i o n  from  h i s  re g im e ”- - t o  th e  p o i n t  t h a t  

he and  h i s  m i n i s t e r s  w ere " th r a s h in g  a ro u n d  and g r a s p 

in g  a t  any  and  e v e ry  s tra w  to  end th e  [A m erican] 

w ar and i t s  a t t e n d a n t  econom ic d e p r e s s io n ." ^

I t  was a t  t h i s  v e ry  t im e , a s  a l t e r n a t e  c o t to n  

s u p p l i e s  in  I n d i a  r e q u i r e d  m ass iv e  am ounts o f  s i l v e r ,  

t h a t  th e  F re n c h  M in i s t e r  to  M exico b eg an  h i s  b e l 

l i g e r e n t  and te n a c io u s  d e fe n s e  o f  J e c k e r ,  who had 

f in a n c e d  R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n 's  e x p e d i t io n  to  S o n o ra  in  

th e  1 8 5 0 ' s .  T h is  r a i s e d  q u e s t io n s  a b o u t  th e  le g a c y  

and im p o r ta n c e  o f  R a o u sse t-B o u lb o n . How, o r  d id ,  he 

f i t  in ?  As d i s c u s s e d  in  c h a p te r  f o u r ,  F re n c h  a d 

v e n tu r e r s  had  p r e p o s t e r o u s ly  c la im e d  t h a t  S ono ra  c o u ld  

be ced ed  t o ,  o r  co n q u e red  b y , e i t h e r  th e m s e lv e s  o r  

F ra n c e . The i r r e s p o n s i b l e  a c t i o n s  o f  R a o u sse t-B o u lb o n  

p ro v o k ed  F re n c h  M in i s t e r s  to  make many d e n i a l s  o f

^C ase and  S p e n c e r , C i v i l  War D ip lo m acy , 592 .
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c o n n e c t io n s  w i th  him , and th e r e  i s  ho  d o c u m e n ta tio n  

o f  d i r e c t  s u p p o r t  from  th e  T u i l e r i e s  f o r  h i s  e x p e d i

t i o n .  I t  i s  th ro u g h  R a o u sse t-B o u lb o n , h ow ever, t h a t  

th e  F re n ch  g o v ern m en t became a c u te ly  aw are o f  th e  s i l 

v e r  i n ,  and  th e  v u l n e r a b i l i t y  o f ,  S o n o ra , and  t h i s  was 

p e r p e tu a te d  by r o m a n t ic iz e d  a c c o u n ts  o f  th e  C o u n t 's  

a d v e n tu r e s .  D u rin g  th e  t h r e e  y e a r s  o f  h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  

in  S o n o ra , 284 m i l l i o n  s i l v e r  f r a n c s  f lo w ed  from  F ra n c e  

and in  1854 , th e  y e a r  o f  R a o u s s e t-B o u lb o n 's  m ost s e r i 

ous in v a s io n  o f  S o n o ra , F ra n c e  c o in e d  i t s  l e a s t  am ount 

o f  s i l v e r  s in c e  1795- The le g a c y  o f  R a o u sse t-B o u lb o n  

in c lu d e d  h i s  f i n a n c i e r ,  Je ck îe r, who p ro v id e d  th e  p r e 

t e x t  f o r  th e  F re n c h  i n t e r v e n t i o n  in  M exico in  I 8 6 l .

Then th e  q u e s t io n  w as, w hat was th e  b ack g ro u n d  

o f  d e c k e r 's  c la im s  to  o n e - t h i r d  o f  th e  p u b l i c  la n d s  

in  S ono ra?  T h is  was e x p lo re d  in  c h a p te r  f i v e  an d , 

p r e v io u s ly  o v e r lo o k e d  by  h i s t o r i a n s ,  b o th  th e  J e c k e r  

c la im s  t h e r e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  c o n c e s s io n s  to  o t h e r s ,  

b a se d  on d e c k e r 's  s u rv e y  o f  S o n o ra , e n a b le d  th e  F re n c h  

to  am ass a  l a r g e  p o r t i o n  o f  th e  p u b l ic  la n d  th e r e  

by 1862 .

The n e x t  q u e s t io n  w as, w hat w ere G w in 's  p la n s  

f o r  S o n o ra?  N a p o le o n 's  a t te m p ts  to  o b ta in  e i t h e r  a  

c e s s io n  o f ,  o r  a  l i e n  on , th e  m ines o f  S o n o ra  a re
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p a r t i a l l y  r e v e a le d  by th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  Gwin, who,

a s  r e v e a le d  in  c h a p te r  s i x ,  was an  a d v e n tu r e r .  I t

is through two projected treaties, however, neither
o f  w hich  have b een  p r e v io u s ly  p u b l i s h e d ,  t h a t  F re n ch

aim s to w a rd s  th e  s i l v e r  o f  S onora  a r e  m ost c l e a r l y  
4demonstrated.

The importance of Sonora's mines to the in
tervention in Mexico is not necessarily reflected by 
their productivity in the 1850's or I8 6 0's; it is 
the exaggerated reports of potential production that 
are important, and this has been examined in chapter 
two. Thus, this study does not intend to claim that 
silver specifically from Sonora went directly to 
France. Data from Sonora, relatively free of govern
ment supervision, is generally considered questionable, 
"owing to the secrecy observed by owners, especially 
foreigners, for obvious reasons, and to the neglect 
of officials to collect information."^ For this 
reason, official statistics on silver, either mined 
or minted, in Sonora for the years 1857 to 186? are 
unknowr^ and this fact is pointedly noted in reports 
on Mexico's mineral production: "sin comprender las
del Estado de Sonora, cuyos datos se ignoraban."
An i n d i c a t i o n  o f  S o n o ra 's  p r o d u c t io n  f o r  th o s e  y e a r s .

^hlHUSA, B a r to n s  12 and l^ B . See A p p en d ices  H , I#  

^ B a n c r o f t ,  N o rth  M exican  S t a t e s ,  I I ,  p .  7^2 ,
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however, can be surmised from the I869 report. In 
that year, Sonora’s mints at Alamos and Hermosillo 
recorded a total of 1,547,140 pesos of minted silver, 
placing Sonora fifth in Mexico's silver production.^

Despite Maximilian's denial of Sonora's 
mines to France, related in chapter seven, during the 
intervention large amounts of Mexican silver poured 
into the treasury. This helped alleviate the crises 
caused by the influx of gold in the l850's and, by 
1 8 6 5, the alarming flow of silver from France had 
been stopped— for the first time since I8 5 2. During 
the five years preceding the intervention in Mexico, 
from 1857 to 1 8 6 1, the French had received an average 
of only 9,221 per year in Mexican bullion and specie. 
When the French were in Mexico, this amount increased 
dramatically: from 1862 to I8 6 7, they obtained an
average of 373»019 per year— more than forty times

ntheir previous annual amount.'
This study has not been a revision of pre-

^Cosio Villegas, Historia modema, II, I32-3 3,
^Hansard's, "Values of the Imports of Mer

chandise and Bullion into England, France, and the 
United States, from Mexico, I8 5 7-I87I»" I8 7 6, Appen
dix, p. 7 0 8,
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v io u s  w orks , b u t  r a t h e r  i t  i s  an e x p a n s io n  and a m p li

f i c a t i o n  o f  them . I t  r e s u l t e d  from  two m a jo r  q u e s t io n s ,  

why w ere t h e r e  so many r e f e r e n c e s  to  S ono ra?  an d , w ere 

t h e r e  b a s ic  m o n e ta ry  and econom ic r e a s o n s  f o r  F re n ch  

a t te m p ts  to  g e t  i t s  s i l v e r ?  The a n sw e rs  s u g g e s t  

t h a t  N a p o le o n 's  d i r e  n e e d  f o r  s i l v e r ,  h i t h e r t o  u n ex 

p lo r e d ,  and  exam ined h e re  by a c o r r e l a t i o n  o f  econom ic 

and d ip lo m a t ic  e v e n ts ,  was an im p o r ta n t  r e a s o n  f o r  

th e  F ren ch  i n t e r v e n t i o n  in  M exico .



APPENDIX A

VALUES OP THE IMPORTS OP MERCHANDISE AND 
BULLION INTO ENGLAND, PRANCE, AND THE 
UNITED STATES PROM MEXICO, 1 8 5 7 -1 8 7 1

S o u rc e :  G re a t  B r i t a i n  P a r l i a m e n t .  H a n sa rd * s
P a r l i a m e n t a r y  D e b a te s  (H ouse  o f  Commons) ,
5d s e r . .  V o l. é :  M o n e ta ry  P o l i c y ,  C u r re n c y ,
" R e p o r t  on th e  D e p r e c ia t io n  o f  S i l v e r , "
1 8 7 6 , A p p e n d ix , p .  7 0 8 .
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VALUES OP THE IMPORTS OF MERCHANDISE AND BULLION 

INTO ENGLAND, FRANCE, AND THE UNITED STATES

FROM MEXICO

Y e a rs
drancL T o ta l  o f  Im p o r ts  

i n t o  E n g la n d , F r a n c e ,  
and  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s ,  

from  M exico

1857 X  1 ,8 1 9 ,5 6 8
1858 1 ,7 5 6 ,4 1 4
1859 1 ,7 0 2 ,9 9 5
1860 2 ,1 4 7 ,0 7 6
1861 1 ,5 5 3 ,6 6 5

A verage  -  - f  1 ,7 5 1 ,9 0 5

1862 £  1 ,6 9 7 ,8 1 7
1865 3 ,7 4 5 ,2 2 4
1864 5 , 4 5 1 ,4 5 9
1865 5 ,5 6 2 ,7 1 5
1866 2 ,0 8 7 ,8 9 7

A verage  -  - jS 5 ,7 0 8 ,6 1 8

1867 £  2 ,0 8 6 ,2 6 7
1868 2 ,5 9 5 ,6 7 9
1869 2 ,8 5 5 ,5 7 2
1870 4 ,4 0 7 ,2 3 6
1871 5 ,5 6 0 ,7 8 9

A verage  -  - £  3 ,4 6 0 ,6 6 9



VALUES OP THE IMPORTS OP MERCHANDISE INTO ENGLAND, PRANCE,

AND THE UNITED STATES, PROM MEXICO

Im p o r ts  o f  M e rc h a n d ise T o ta l  Im p o r ts  
o fx e a c s E n g la n d F ra n c e U n i te d  S t a t e s M e rc h a n d ise

1857 5 4 2 ,3 8 3 2 0 7 ,0 2 0 ( 2 1 3 ,9 5 2 (  7 6 5 ,5 5 5
1858 5 1 7 ,5 6 8 2 5 0 ,1 7 4 2 3 0 ,9 5 8 7 7 8 ,6 8 0
1859 5 8 0 ,4 9 9 1 6 8 ,1 3 5 2 5 9 ,1 8 4 8 0 7 ,8 1 8
1860 4 9 1 ,2 2 1 1 7 4 ,5 5 4 5 9 6 ,5 4 8 1 ,0 6 2 ,3 0 3
1861 3 4 7 ,5 2 9 1 7 4 ,1 5 7 1 8 4 ,6 0 7 7 0 6 ,2 7 5

A v e ra g e —  . Â  5 7 5 ,8 4 0 1 9 0 ,8 0 0 (  2 5 7 ,0 4 2 £  8 2 3 ,6 8 2

1862 (  6 1 9 ,5 0 8 1 5 7 ,4 5 2 (  1 7 0 ,5 7 7 £  9 4 7 ,5 1 7
1863 2 , 2 9 4 ,3 5 7 1 9 6 ,7 9 5 6 5 4 ,1 4 2 3 , 1 2 5 ,2 7 4
1864 5 , 1 2 9 ,5 5 4 2 4 4 ,4 3 6 1 ,2 7 6 ,7 5 9 4 , 6 5 0 ,5 2 9
1865 3 ,2 1 6 ,9 2 4 2 2 8 ,1 4 9 1 ,2 9 6 ,0 1 5 4 ,7 4 1 ,0 8 8
1866 5 1 5 ,4 7 8 1 5 5 ,5 9 6 5 5 9 ,6 0 3 8 2 6 ,4 7 7

A v e ra g e —  . ( 1 , 9 1 4 , 7 1 6 1 9 6 ,0 4 2 £ 747,579 (  2 ,8 5 8 ,1 3 7

f\>vn
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VALUES OP THE IMPORTS OP MERCHANDISE INTO ENGLAND, PRANCE,

AND THE UNITED STATES, PROM MEXICO ( c o n t . )

Y e a rs
Im p o r ts  o f  M e rc h a n d ise T o ta l  Im p o r ts  

o f
E n g la n d P ra n c e U n i te d  S t a t e s M e rc h a n d ise

1867
1868
1869
1870 
1871

/  5 1 5 ,1 6 8  
5 5 0 ,6 6 4  
3 5 0 ,5 7 0  
2 9 9 ,8 1 5  
3 9 7 ,5 5 4

( 1 5 0 ,5 1 0
2 2 6 ,4 5 1  
5 0 5 ,1 6 8  
2 4 0 ,2 9 8  
2 1 2 ,5 0 2

f 2 2 3 ,5 2 0  
5 5 1 ,3 8 9  
4 8 6 ,7 0 1  
5 6 5 ,7 6 5  
6 6 8 ,6 8 5

£  6 6 8 ,7 9 8  
9 0 8 ,4 8 4

1 ,1 4 2 ,4 5 9
1 ,1 0 5 ,8 7 4
1 , 2 7 8 ,3 2 1

A v e ra g e —  • £  5 4 2 ,7 1 0 £  2 2 2 ,9 0 2 i  4 5 5 ,1 7 2 £  1 ,0 2 0 ,7 8 4



VALUES OF THE IMPOSTS OF BULLION INTO ENGLAND, FEANCE,

AND THE UNITED STATES, FHOM MEXICO

Y e a rs
Im p o r ts o f  B u l l i o n  an d  S p e c ie T o ta l  Im p o r ts  

o f  B u l l i o n
E n g la n d F ra n c e U n i te d  S t a t e s  and  S p e c ie

1857 % 2 2 ,9 1 1 t  1 ,0 3 5 ,1 2 2 £  1 ,0 5 6 ,0 3 5
1858 JC 4 4 ,6 0 9 2 ,9 2 4 9 1 0 ,2 0 1 9 5 7 ,7 5 4
1859 5 5 ,5 0 5 8 ,3 6 1 8 5 5 ,5 1 1 8 9 5 ,1 7 7
1860 5 0 ,0 0 3 6 ,3 4 5 1 ,0 4 8 ,4 2 5 1 ,0 8 4 ,7 7 3
1861 5 7 ,8 5 1 5 ,5 6 2 5 8 5 ,9 7 9 6 4 7 ,3 9 2

A v e ra g e —  . £  5 5 ,1 9 4 £  9 ,2 2 1 £  8 8 5 ,8 0 8 £  9 2 8 ,2 2 3

1862 £  3 4 9 ,1 0 2 £  1 2 ,4 3 1 £  5 8 8 ,9 6 7 £  7 5 0 ,5 0 0
1863 2 8 3 ,2 0 9 2 5 ,2 2 0 5 0 9 ,5 2 1 6 1 7 ,9 5 0
1864 2 0 4 ,3 3 7 2 3 0 ,7 5 1 5 6 5 ,8 2 2 8 0 0 ,9 1 0
1865 1 2 2 ,5 8 5 4 6 2 ,9 3 6 2 3 6 ,1 0 4 8 2 1 ,6 2 5
1866 3 4 ,5 4 4 7 2 0 ,7 2 8 5 0 6 ,1 4 8 1 ,2 6 1 ,4 2 0

A v e ra g e —  . £  1 9 8 ,7 5 5 £  2 9 0 ,4 1 4 £  3 6 1 ,3 1 2 8 5 0 ,4 8 1

r\3
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VALUES OF GHE IMPORTS OF BULLION INTO ENGLAND, FRANCE,

AND THE UNITED STATES, FROM MEXICO ( c o n t . )

Y e a rs
Im p o r ts  o f  B u l l i o n  an d  S p e c ie T o ta l  Im p o r ts  

o f  B u l l i o n
E n g la n d F ra n c e U n i te d  S t a t e s  an d  S p e c ie

1867 i .  3 7 ,8 7 4 f  7 8 6 ,0 4 5 t  5 9 5 ,5 5 0 & 1 ,4 1 7 ,4 6 9
1868 3 ,7 0 2 5 3 8 ,7 5 2 9 4 2 ,7 6 1 1 ,4 8 5 ,1 9 5
1869 6 ,1 1 0 6 8 6 ,8 5 6 1 ,0 1 9 ,9 6 7 1 , 7 1 2 ,9 5 5
1870 6 0 0 ,6 3 5 5 5 7 ,5 2 6 2 ,1 6 5 ,2 0 1 5 ,5 0 1 ,5 6 2
1871 8 2 0 ,4 7 4 4 8 2 ,5 2 0 2 , 9 7 9 ,4 7 4 4 ,2 8 2 ,4 6 8

A v e ra g e —  • f  2 9 3 ,7 5 9 £  6 0 6 ,5 5 6 a  1 , 5 5 9 ,7 9 0 j: 2 ,4 5 9 ,8 8 5

rv>
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APPENDIX B

TOTAL IMPORTS OF BALES OF COTTON INTO FRANCE, 
WITH STOCKS AT THE END OP EACH YEAR

Source; U.S. Consular Reports, cited by Arthur Louis 
Dunham, The Anglo-French Treaty of Commerce 
of 1860 and the ^rogress of the Industrie^ 
Revolution in France CAnn Arbor; University 
of Michigan Press, 1930), pp. 193-194; Frank 
Lawrence Owsley, Kinp; Cotton Diplomacy: 
Foreign Relations*"ôf the Confederate States 
of America CRA ed., rev., Chicago ; ÜEë 
University of Chicago Press, 1959)» P- 15.



TOÎEAL IMPORTS OR BALES OF COTTON INTO FRANCE, 

WITH STOCKS AT THE END OF EACH ÎEAR

Y e ar From  U .S .A . From B r a z i l  From E g y p t From  I n d i a  T o ta l  S to c k  a t ^ ^ d

1857 3 9 2 ,7 3 4 7 ,6 1 5 2 1 ,0 1 8 5 9 ,7 3 4 4 8 1 ,1 0 1 9 2 ,7 9 5
1858 4 9 9 ,7 6 0 6 ,5 3 5 2 4 ,7 8 1 4 2 ,0 9 4 5 7 3 ,1 7 0 1 4 1 ,5 1 0
1859 5 7 6 ,7 6 0 2 ,3 7 4 2 5 ,8 1 2 2 7 ,6 8 5 4 3 2 ,6 3 1 4 6 ,7 5 0
1860 6 0 9 ,0 3 0 1 ,6 5 4 2 1 ,6 5 0 5 2 ,2 6 0 6 8 4 ,5 9 4 1 1 2 ,4 2 5
1861 5 2 0 ,7 3 0 922 3 9 ,7 6 0 6 3 ,1 8 8 6 2 4 ,6 0 0 1 4 0 ,3 4 5
1862 3 1 ,4 2 0 4 ,6 5 3 3 2 ,6 4 3 2 0 2 ,8 5 2 2 7 1 ,5 7 0 5 9 ,1 9 3
1865 4 ,1 6 9 9 ,6 4 2 5 0 ,0 5 8 3 1 7 ,6 7 0 3 8 1 ,5 3 9 3 2 ,8 5 2
1864 4 ,7 4 0 2 9 ,5 0 1 8 2 ,5 2 1 3 4 4 ,1 1 8 4 6 0 ,8 8 0 6 1 ,6 3 0
1865 2 6 ,3 6 1 3 1 ,2 2 2 6 5 ,0 6 3 3 8 7 ,1 5 9 5 0 9 ,8 0 5 4 0 ,2 3 9
1866 2 1 7 ,5 3 9 6 3 ,7 1 1 3 9 ,4 9 1 3 6 9 ,1 4 9 6 8 9 ,8 9 0 1 1 9 ,4 5 0
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APPENDIX G

COIION PRICES IN PRANCE, 1860-1869

S o u rce  : R o b e r t  L ev y , H i s t o i r e  économ ique de
1 'industrie côtonniêre en Alsace; étude, 
de sociolOKie aescriutive (.Paris: Alcan, 
19l2), p." %



COTTON PRICES IN FRANCE, 1860-1869

Y ear
P r i c e s  ( a v e r a g e , i n  f r a n c s  p e r  k i lo g ra m )

C o tto n Y arn C a l ic o

1860 1 .7 8 5 .2 7 4 .5 9
1861 2 .5 9 5 .5 5 4 .4 4
1862 4 .6 4 4 .9 1 5 -5 8
1865 6 .0 7 6 .4 0 7 -0 7
1864 6 .4 6 7 .1 5 7 -7 7
1865 4 .6 6 5 .5 4 6 .4 1
1866 5 .9 5 5 .1 5 6 .5 4
1867 2 .8 2 5 .8 5 4 .5 9
1868 2 .7 6 5 .4 8 4 .2 5
1869 5 .1 0 5 .7 0 4 .4 5

ro
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APPENDIX D

MEMORANDUM ACCOMPANYING THE PROJECT OP A TREATY 
GIVING A CONCESSION OP THE MINES OP NORTH MEXICO

TO PRANCE

S o u rc e :  E van  J .  C olem an, " S e n a to r  G w in 's  P la n  f o r
t h e  C o lo n iz a t io n  o f  S o n o r a ,"  O v e r la n d  
M o n th ly , S eco n d  S e r i e s ,  V o l. Z V Ïi (M ay,
1 S 9 Ï ) ,  p p .  5 0 9 -5 1 4 .
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MEXICO, S e p te m b e r , 1864

MEMORANDUM ACGOMPMYING THE PROJECT OF A TREATY 

GIVING A CONCESSION OF THE MINES OF NORTH 

MEXICO TO FRANCE

The q u e s t io n  o f  e s t a b l i s h i n g  th e  E m pire i n  
th e  N o r th e rn  S t a t e s  o f  M ex ico , and  d e v e lo p in g  th e  
m in e r a l  and  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  o f  th e  u n o c c u p ie d  
p o r t i o n s  o f  th o s e  S t a t e s ,  i s  one o f  th e  g r a v e s t  co n 
se q u e n c e  f o r  th e  E m peror (M a x im ilia n )  and t h e  F re n c h  
a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  M ex ico .

I t s  im p o r ta n c e  i s  e n h a n c e d  by  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  
o f  im m ed ia te  d e c i s i o n  an d  a c t i o n ,  to  p r o t e c t  th e  
N o r th  from  th e  h o r d e s  t h a t  w i l l  so o n  e n v i r o n  i t .
The l a s t  r e s t i n g  p l a c e  o f  th e  J u d r e z  p a r t y  w i l l  b e  i n  
th e s e  S t a t e s ,  and  i f  th e  c i v i l  s t r i f e  c e a s e s  i n  N o r th  
A m e ric a , an d  J u a r e z  i n v i t e s  th e  d is b a n d e d  s o l d i e r s  
who h av e  b e e n  e n g ag e d  i n  t h a t  w ar t o  j o i n  h i s  b a n n e r ,  
o f f e r i n g  a s  th e  r e w a rd  o f  s u c c e s s  t h e  r i c h  m in e s  o f 
th e  N o r th ,  i t  c a n n o t  be  d o u b te d  t h a t  he  c an  h o ld  t h a t  
c o u n tr y  a g a i n s t  an y  f o r c e  w h ic h  c a n  be  s e n t  a g a i n s t  
h im . I t  i s  a  q u e s t io n  o f  o c c u p a t io n .  I f  th e  ^F rench  
t r o o p s  ta k e  p o s s e s s io n  o f  th e  N o r th  b e f o r e  J u a r e z ’ s 
arm y i s  th u s  r e u n i t e d ,  he c a n  n e v e r  fo rm  an  arm y.
The shadow o f  a u t h o r i t y  w h ic h  wo,uld b e  g iv e n  to  
th e s e  a d v e n tu r e r s  by  j o i n i n g  J u a r e z 's  arm y on M exican  
s o i l ,  w ould  in d u c e  them  to  make th e  v e n tu r e  and  f i g h t  
f o r  th e  m a s te ry  o f  th e  c o u n t r y .

B ut l e t  th e  F re n c h  f l a g ,  b a c k e d  by  t h e  F re n c h  
Army, p r o c la im  th e  E m pire i n  th e s e  S t a t e s ,  th e n  th e  
m ost r e c k l e s s  a d v e n tu r e r s  w ould  p a u s e  b e f o r e  e n 
g a g in g  i n  a  c o n t e s t ,  i n  w h ich  t o  be  s u c c e s s f u l  th e  
F re n c h  t r o o p s  h ad  t o  b e  d r iv e n  o u t  o f  th e  c o u n t r y .  
W ith o u t v a u n t in g  F re n c h  p o w e r, i t  may be s a i d  t h a t  
t h e  m o st p o w e r fu l  n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  e a r t h ,  w i th  l a r g e ,  
w e l l  t r a i n e d ,  and  w e l l  e q u ip p e d  a r m ie s ,  p a u s e  b e f o r e  
f i r i n g  a  s h o t  a t  th e  F re n c h  f l a g .  How p o t e n t ,  t h e n ,  
m u st i t s  p r e s e n c e  b e  to  men f i g h t i n g  i n  a  h o p e le s s  
c a u s e ,  s t i m u l a t e d  o n ly  b y  th e  p r o s p e c t  o f  g a i n ,  t o  
a c q u i r e  w h ich  F re n c h  a rm ie s  m u st be  overcom e and
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F re n c h  p ro w e ss  h u m i l i a t e d .

F o r  t h e s e  r e a s o n s  F re n c h  o c cu p a n cy  i s  t h e  o n ly  
m eans o f  r e s c u i n g  th e  N o r th e rn  S t a t e s  o f  M exico fro m  
th e  h a n d s  o f  t h e  e n em ie s  o f  t h e  E m p ire . But F re n c h  
o ccu p an cy  i s  n o t  a l l  t h a t  i s  r e q u i r e d .  T here  i s  a  
l i m i t  to  t h e  t im e  t h a t  F re n c h  t r o o p s  c a n  re m a in  i n  
M ex ico . As lo n g  a s  th e  F re n c h  f l a g  i s  p l a n t e d  i n  
th e  N o r th ,  th e  su p rem acy  o f  th e  E m pire  w i l l  he 
a c k n o w le d g e d . B ut th e  q u e s t io n  a s  t o  how th e  
N o r th e rn  S t a t e s  c a n  be s e c u re d  t o  th e  E m pire  w i th o u t  
th e  a i d  o f  f o r e i g n  t r o o p s ,  i s  w h a t now p r e s s e s  i t 
s e l f  upon  th e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  th e  E m peror and  t h e  
F re n c h  a u t h o r i t i e s .

M exico i s  now i n  much th e  same c o n d i t i o n  a s  
i t  was i n  1 8 2 1 , when i t  becam e an  in d e p e n d e n t  
p o w e r. Long c o n t in u e d  c i v i l  war h ad  c r u s h e d  o u t  th e  
v i t a l s  o f  p r o s p e r i t y  fro m  e v e ry  p o r t i o n  o f  th e  
c o u n t r y .  The r u i n  was so  g r e a t  and  u n i v e r s a l  t h a t  
t h e  m ost h o p e f u l  d o u b te d  w h e th e r  th e  c o u n t r y  c o u ld  
r e a c t  fro m  a  d e s o l a t i o n  w hich  h a d  r o l l e d  l i k e  an  
a v a la n c h e  o v e r  th e  l a n d .  C a p i t a l  h a d  b e e n  w i th 
d raw n , d e s t r o y e d ,  o r  d r iv e n  from  th e  c o u n t r y ;  
l a b o r  was w i th o u t  r e m u n e r a t io n ,  an d  l a b o r e r s  o u t  o f  
em ploym en t, c a u s in g  th e  p o p u la t io n  to  ab andon  a l l  
p r o d u c t iv e  p u r s u i t s  to  become b a n d i t s ,  o r  l a b o r  
O nly  enough  t o  a v e r t  s t a r v a t i o n .

One o f  th e  f i r s t  a c t s  o f  th e  new  G overnm ent 
was t o  e n d e a v o r  to  i n t r o d u c e  c a p i t a l  and  l a b o r  i n t o  
t h i s  c o u n t r y .  F o r e ig n e r s  w ere i n v i t e d  to  e m ig ra te  
and  i n v e s t  i n  M exico u n d e r  th e  m ost f a v o r a b le  la w s .
I t s  m in e r a l  r e s o u r c e s  b e in g  th e  b a s i s  o f  M e x ic o 's  
w e a l th ,  e v e r y  in d u c e m e n t w as h e ld  o u t  t o  f o r e i g n  
c a p i t a l i s t s  t o  r e - e s t a b l i s h  th e  m in e s  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  
d e s t r o y e d  d u r in g  th e  C i v i l  W ar. The d u t i e s  (1 7  p e r  
c e n t )  im p o sed  on  th e  s i l v e r  r a i s e d  w ere  r e d u c e d  to  
a b o u t  33̂  p e r  c e n t ,  w h i le  q u i c k s i l v e r  and  p o w d er, 
f o r m e r ly  G overnm ent m o n o p o lie s , w ere  a d m i t te d  f r e e  
o f  d u ty .  T h is  e n l i g h t e n e d  p o l i c y  h a d  th e  d e s i r e d  
e f f e c t .  F o r e ig n  c a p i t a l  a n d  l a b o r  p o u re d  i n t o  th e  
c o u n t r y ,  and  t h e r e  i s  no  d o u b t t h a t ,  b u t  f o r  th e  
c o n s t a n t  r e c u r r e n c e  o f  c i v i l  w a r , M exico w ould  
h av e  b e e n  now a  r i c h  and  p o w e r fu l  n a t i o n ,  an d  t h i s  
o r i g i n a t i n g  m a in ly  fro m  th e  f o r e g o in g  p o l i c y .
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The a d o p t io n  o f  a  s i m i l a r  p o l i c y  i s  n e c e s s a r y  
t o  h u i l d  lip th e  I m p e r ia l  pow er and  d e v e lo p  th e  
r e s o u r c e s  o f  th e  N o r th  o f  M exico . I t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  
t o  r e c u r  t o  th e  u n ifo rm  w eak n ess o f  th e  C e n t r a l  
pow er i n  th e  S t a t e s  o f  th e  N o r th , g o in g  h a c k  to  th e  
p e r io d  o f  In d e p e n d e n c e . F o r th e  l a s t  few  y e a r s  th e  
F e d e ra l  pow er h a s  s c a r c e l y  b e en  a  shadow i n  th e  S t a t e  
o f  S o n o ra , The G o v ern o r was (a n d  i s )  an  a u t o c r a t ,  
y i e l d i n g  to  o r  r e v o l t i n g  a g a i n s t  ( w i th  im p u n ity )  
t h e  F e d e r a l  G overnm en t, a s  h i s  i n c l i n a t i o n  o r  i n t e r 
e s t  p ro m p te d . The w i ld  I n d ia n s  have  h e ld  th e  r i c h e s t  
m in in g  p o r t i o n  o f  th e  S t a t e  e v e r  s in c e  th e  R e p u b lic  
h a s  e x i s t e d ;  and  h a v e  d e v a s t a te d  o t h e r  s e c t i o n s  to  
su c h  an  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  s c a r c e l y  an y  p o r t i o n  o f  
t h e  S t a t e  s a f e  from  t h e i r  r a i d s .

To some e x t e n t  th e  same may be s a i d  o f  
C h ih u ah u a . E v ery  a u t h o r i t y  v e r i f i e s  th e  f a c t  t h a t  
th e  r i c h e s t  g o ld  and  s i l v e r  m in es  o f  th e  e n t i r e  
E m pire  a r e  p e rh a p s  l o c a t e d  w i t h in  th e  b o u n d a r ie s  o f  
t h e s e  S t a t e s .  B ut few  h ave  b e e n  w orked  a t  a l l ,  and  
none to  e ^ d ia u s tio n . The r i c h  o r e s  a r e  n e a r e r  th e  
s u r f a c e ,  and  th e  p l a c e r  g o ld  d e p o s i t s  more e x te n s iv e  
th a n  f a r t h e r  S o u th . T h e re fo re  much l e s s  c a p i t a l  i s  
n e c e s s a r y  t o  d e v e lo p  and  make th e  m ines p r o d u c t i v e .
I t  i s  a  w e l l  a t t e s t e d  f a c t  t h a t  i f  th e  same am ount o f  
f o r e i g n  c a p i t a l  h a d  b e e n  i n v e s t e d  i n  1 8 2 4 , '2 5 ,  '2 6 ,  
a n d  '27  i n  r e p a i r i n g  th e  dam ages i n f l i c t e d  d u r in g  
t h e  c i v i l  w a rs  t o  m in in g  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  i n  t h e  
C e n t r a l  an d  S o u th e rn  S t a t e s ,  d o u b le  th e  am ount o f 
b u l l i o n  w ould  h ave  b e e n  p ro d u c e d , i n  a  much s h o r t e r  
t im e ,  th a n  t h e  l a t t e r  e v e r  y i e l d e d .

The q u e s t io n ,  h o w ev er, i s :  "How a r e  l a b o r
an d  c a p i t a l  t o  be o b ta in e d  to  d e v e lo p  th e s e  m in es i n  
t h e  N o rth ?"  The a n sw e r i s  s im p le .  A dopt th e  same 
p o l i c y  a s  t h e  R e p u b lic  d id  i n  1 8 2 2 ,— i n v i t e  b o th  
fro m  a b ro a d . The F re n c h  f l a g  and t r o o p s  w i l l  be a 
g u a ra n te e  o f  p r o t e c t i o n  to  b o th  c a p i t a l  and  l a b o r .
The r i c h n e s s  o f  th e  m in e s , th e  r a p i d i t y  w i th  w h ich  
th e y  c a n  be made p r o d u c t i v e ,  and  th e  s m a ll  am ount 
o f  c a p i t a l  r e q u i r e d  f o r  e a c h  m in e , w i l l  in d u c e  an 
immense e m ig r a t io n  from  E urope a n d  th e  m in in g  
d i s t r i c t s  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  when t h e r e  i s  shown 
t o  be  s e c u r i t y  i n  th e  r i g h t s  and  p o s s e s s io n  o f 
p r o p e r t y .  T here  i s  no c o u n tr y  t h a t  c a n  so  w e l l  
s u s t a i n  a  l a r g e  p o p u la t i o n  su d d e n ly  i n t r o d u c e d .  I t
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h a s  m in e s  o f  g o ld  and  s i l v e r  a s  r i c h  a s  e v e r  w ere 
w o rk ed , r i c h  l a n d s  c a p a b le  o f  p ro d u c in g  i n  ab u n d an ce  
e v e r y th in g  r e q u i r e d  f o r  th e  s u s te n a n c e  o f  m an, a  
d e l i g h t f u l  c l i m a t e ,  an d  g r e a t  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  
com m erce.

To s e c u re  and r e t a i n  su c h  a  p o p u la t i o n
r e q u i r e s  t h e  a d o p t io n  o f  a  sy s te m  o f la w s  n e v e r  y e t
e n a c te d  b y  any  g o v e rn m e n t,

[ a  e u lo g y  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  la n d  sy s te m  
fo l lo w s  h e r e . ]

The m in in g  code  o f  S p a in  i s  t h e  w i s e s t  e v e r  
m a tu re d  b y  a  n a t i o n .  The S p a n is h  p e o p le  w ere  m ore 
f a m i l i a r  w i th  th e  s u b j e c t  o f  m in in g  th a n  an y  n a t i o n ,  
a n c i e n t  o r  m o d ern . " S p a in  b y  a  v e ry  s i n g u l a r  
f a t a l i t y "  ( s a y s  th e  g r e a t  h i s t o r i a n  G ibbon) "w as th e  
P e ru  o r  M exico o f  th e  o ld  w o r ld . The d i s c o v e r y  o f
t h i s  r i c h  w e s te r n  c o n t i n e n t  by  th e  P h o e n ic i a n s ,  and
th e  o p p r e s s io n  o f  th e  s im p le r  n a t i v e s  who w ere com
p e l l e d  t o  l a b o r  i n  t h e i r  own m in es f o r  th e  b e n e f i t  
o f  s t r a n g e r s ,  fo rm  an  e x a c t  ty p e  o f  th e  m ore r e c e n t  
h i s t o r y  o f  S p a n is h  A m e ric a . . . "  B ut th e  S p a n is h  
sy s te m  o f  m in in g  was im p ro v ed  i n  th e  p r o c e s s  o f  t im e ,  
an d  a r r i v e d  a t  p e r f e c t i o n  i n  th e  O rd in a n c e s  o f  1785- 
No b e t t e r  i l l u s t r a t i o n  c a n  b e  o f f e r e d  o f  th e  e s t im a 
t i o n  i n  w h ich  th e  m in e r a l  r e s o u r c e s  w ere h e ld  by  
S p a in ,  th a n  by  r e f e r r i n g  to  th e  re m a rk a b le  f a c t  
t h a t  w h ile  th e  S p a n is h  c o d e s  w ere f i l l e d  w ith  
o rd in a n c e s  i n te n d e d  to  s t i m u l a te  th e  d i s c o v e r y  o f  
m in es and  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  m in e ra l  w e a l th ,  y e t  
w i th  th e  e x c e p t io n  o f  th e  law s r e l a t i n g  t o  P u e b lo s ,  
t h e r e  i s  no  l e g a l  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  
o f  th e  g o v ern m en t l a n d  among h e r  s u b j e c t s ,  a l th o u g h  
S p a in  owned i n  th e  A m ericas  v a s t  u n o c c u p ie d  t r a c t s  o f  
th e  f i n e s t  l a n d  i n  th e  w o r ld .  The m in in g  la w s  w ere  
t o  S p a in  w hat t h e  p r e - e m p tio n  la w s  w ere  t o  th e  U n i te d  
S t a t e s .

[H ere  D r. Gwin r e p e a t s  a t  l e n g t h  h i s  s t a t e m e n t ,  
t h a t  i n  th e  a b se n c e  o f  an y  U n ite d  S t a t e s  code  o f  
m in in g  la w , t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  m in e rs  a d o p te d  i n  s u b s ta n c e  
th e  S p a n is h  c o d e , w h ich  "C o n g ress  q u i e t l y  p e r m i t s ,  and  
i t  h a s  now b e e n  a d o p te d  i n  e v e ry  m in in g  d i s t r i c t ,  s u s 
t a i n e d  b y  S t a t e  a n d  T e r r i t o r i a l  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  an d  i s  
th e  f i x e d  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y " ;  and  t h i s  code  and
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t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  l a n d  sy s te m  t o g e t h e r  " a r e  th e  p e r 
f e c t i o n  o f  law  t o  s e t t l e  an d  d e v e lo p  r a p i d l y "  a  
m in in g  an d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o u n t r y . ]

I f  t h e s e  sy s te m s  a re  co m b ined  i n  th e  s e t t l e 
m ent o f  N o r th  M e x ico , an d  c a p i t a l  an d  l a b o r  e n c o u ra g e d  
t o  come fro m  a l l  c o u n t r i e s ,  i t s  s e t t l e m e n t  w i l l  be  so 
c e r t a i n ,  an d  th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  i t s  m in e r a l  and 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  w e a l th  so  r a p i d ,  a s  t o  b e  w i th o u t  p a r a l 
l e l  i n  th e  h i s t o r y  o f  th e  w o r ld .  The re v e n u e  t o  th e  
g o v ern m en t from  t h e  b u l l i o n  w i l l  b e  i m p o r t a n t ,  b u t  
f a r  from  e q u a l  t o  t h a t  d e r iv e d  f ro m  c u s to m s  and 
i n t e r n a l  t a x a t i o n .  The c o n su m p tio n  o f  a l l  s p e c i e s  o f  
im p o r te d  g oods i s  enorm ous i n  m in in g  c o u n t r i e s .  The 
w ages o f  l a b o r  a r e  l a r g e ,  th e  p r o f i t s  fro m  th e  m in e s  
c e r t a i n ,  i n  su c h  a  c o u n t r y  a s  S o n o ra  an d  C h ih u a h u a , 
a n d  th e  s u p p l i e s  w i l l  b e  draw n p r i n c i p a l l y  from  
f o r e i g n  c o u n t r i e s .

I n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  when th e  p o p u l a t i o n  d i d  n o t  
e x c e e d  2 0 0 ,0 0 0 , w i th  an  e x c e e d in g ly  low  re v e n u e  
t a r i f f ,  th e  am ount o f  c u s to m s p a id  a t  San F r a n c is c o  
w as # 2 ,5 0 0 ,0 0 0 ;  a n d  l a s t  y e a r ,  u n d e r  th e  w ar t a r i f f  
o f  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s ,  w h ic h  i s  so h e a v y  on many 
a r t i c l e s  e x t e n s i v e l y  consum ed by  th e  m in e rs  a s  t o  be 
a lm o s t  p r o h i b i t i o n ,  th e  am ount r e c e i v e d  a t - t h e  P o r t  
o f  San F r a n c i s c o  a lo n e ,  n o t  e s t i m a t i n g  o th e r  p o r t s  
o f  e n t r y ,  w as # 4 ,6 0 0 ,0 0 0 .

The incom e t o  b e  d e r iv e d  fro m  th e  t a x  upon  
b u l l i o n  s h o u ld  b e  s m a l l ,  i n  o r d e r  n o t  t o  d is c o u r a g e  
e m ig r a t io n .  S ix  p e r  c e n t  r o y a l t y  i s  e s t im a te d  a s  
th e  p r o p o r t i o n  t h a t  s h o u ld  be p a id  u p o n  a l l  b u l l i o n  
ta k e n  fro m  th e  e a r t h ;  w h i le  e x p o r t  d u t i e s  s h o u ld  b e  
e n t i r e l y  a b o l i s h e d ,  and  m in e rs  n o t  b e  f o r c e d  t o  h av e  
t h e i r  b u l l i o n  c o in e d  b e f o r e  e x p o r t a t i o n .  T h is  w i l l  
y i e l d  a  l a r g e  r e v e n u e ,  b u t  n o t  e q u a l  t o  t h a t  from  
th e  c u s to m s d u es  on im p o r t s  and  fro m  i n t e r n a l  t a x e s .  
The g r e a t e s t  a d v a n ta g e  to  th e  G overnm ent fro m  th e  
d e v e lo p m e n t o f  t h e  m in e s  i n  N o r th  M exico w i l l  b e  th e  
f o r e i g n  t r a d e  i t  c a n  th e n  command. The sy s te m  o f  
c o l l e c t i n g  th e  r o y a l t y  s h o u ld  b e  s u c h  t h a t  e v e r y  
m in e r  w o u ld  b e  a b le  t o  d e p o s i t  h i s  b u l l i o n  d i r e c t l y  
w i th  a  G overnm ent A s s a y e r ,  who, a f t e r  d e te r m in in g  
i t s  v a lu e  and  d e d u c t in g  th e  r o y a l t y ,  w ould g iv e  th e  
m in e r  a  c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  d e p o s i t  f o r  t h e  r e m a in d e r .
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which, w ould  be  e q u a l  to  g o ld  and s i l v e r  t o  h im .
The G overnm ent w o u ld  th e n  s h ip  o f f  t h e  g o ld  and 
s i l v e r  b u l l i o n  i n  b a r s , — th e  g o ld  t o  E u rope  an d  th e  
s i l v e r  to  C h in a  an d  th e  I n d i e s ,  accom m odating  th e  
m e rc h a n ts  b y  d ra w in g  b i l l s  upon t h e  sam e. I n  t h i s  
way an  im m ense t r a d e  w ould s p e e d i l y  s p r i n g  u p , 
g iv in g  p r o f i t  t o  th e  m e rc h a n t ,  and  i n c r e a s i n g  th e  
w e a l th  o f  th e  E m p ire .

The t r a d e  o f  C h ina  and  th e  E a s t  I n d i e s  h a s  
f o r  c e n t u r i e s  b e e n  th e  s o u rc e  o f  w e a l th  an d  pow er t o  
th e  n a t i o n s  who c o u ld  c o n t r o l  i t .  The d i r e c t  r o u t e  
fro m  th e s e  c o u n t r i e s  and  J a p a n  t o  E u ro p e  i s  th ro u g h  
N o r th  M ex ico . A r a i l r o a d  from  M a z a tld n  t o  th e  
m outh  o f  t h e  E io  d e l  N o rte  w ould  b e  b u t  7OO m ile s  
lo n g ,  and  much s h o r t e r  to  c o n n e c t  w i t h  t h e  r a i l r o a d s  
o f  T ex a s , a t  a  p o i n t  h ig h e r  up t h a t  r i v e r , w hich  
w ould  open  communication w i th  a l l  t h e  g r e a t  s e a p o r t s  
o f  th e  S o u th , an d  when p e a c e  i s  r e s t o r e d ,  w i th  
e v e r y  p o r t  i n  t h e  N o r th .  T h is  w ou ld  s e c u r e  th e  
m onopoly o f  t h e  t r a n s i t  f o r  c o n su m p tio n  o f  C h in a , 
J a p a n ,  an d  E a s t  I n d i a n  p r o d u c t s ,  n o t  o n ly  t o  a l l  
N o r th  and  S o u th  A m erica  on th e  A t l a n t i c  C o a s t ;  b u t  
m o st o f  t h e s e  p r o d u c t s  w h ich  a r e  consum ed i n  E u rope  
w ould  p a s s o v e r  t h i s  r o u t e  a s  th e  c h e a p e s t ,  s a f e s t ,  
and  m ost r a p i d .

The i n c r e a s e  i n  th e  w e a l th  a n d  pow er o f  th e  
E m p ire , b y  th e  d ev e lo p m e n t o f  t h e s e  m in e s , w i l l  be 
so  r a p i d  an d  c e r t a i n  t h a t  th e  p u b l i c  c r e d i t  w ould 
be r e s t o r e d  so  a s  t o  g a in  a  g u a r a n te e  o f  th e  
perm anency  o f  th e  E m pire  and  th e  u l t i m a t e  e x t i n c t i o n  
o f  a l l  i t s  l i a b i l i t i e s .

[He a n s w e rs ,  a s  f o l lo w s ,  th e  f e a r  o f  r e p e t i 
t i o n  o f  th e  T ex as e x p e r i e n c e . ]

T exas was a  v a s t  w a s te  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  and  
g r a z in g  la n d  w i th  n o  n a v i g a t i o n ,  th e  m ou ths o f  th e  
r i v e r s  b e in g  so  s h a l lo w  a s  t o  p r e v e n t  th e  e n t r a n c e  
o f  an y  s e a - g o in g  v e s s e l .  I t  was t h e  r e f u g e  o f  a l l  
t h e  o u t la w s  o f  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s .  The m u rd e re r ,  
r o b b e r ,  and  s w in d le r ,  i f  h e  c o u ld  e s c a p e  i n t o  T e x a s , 
w as f r e e  fro m  p u n ish m e n t f o r  h i s  c r i m e s .  I n  t h i s  
way th e  f i r s t  f o r e i g n  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  T exas was from  
th e  r e f u s e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s ,  and fro m  
th e  b a n d i t t i  a n d  d e s p e ra d o e s  o f  a l l  c o u n t r i e s .  B u t ,
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n o tw i th s ta n d in g  t h i s  b a d  e le m e n t i n  t h e  f i r s t  e m ig ra 
t i o n ,  T exas w o u ld  n e v e r  h ave  a t te m p te d  r e v o l u t i o n  
when i t  d i d ,  b u t  f o r  M exican  m a l a d m i n i s t r a t io n .  I f  
h i s t o r y  i s  t o  b e  b e l i e v e d ,  th e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  T exas 
w ere  th u s  f o r c e d  i n t o  r e v o l u t i o n  b y  th e  d e te rm in a 
t i o n  o f  th e  G overnm ent t o  d r iv e  them  o u t  o f  th e  
c o u n tr y  w h ich  th e y  h a d  fo u n d  a d e s e r t ,  o r  to  e x t e r 
m in a te  th em . A m ere a c c id e n t  c a u s e d  th e  s u c c e s s  o f  
th e  Texan r e v o l t .  I f  S a n ta  Ana a n d  h i s  arm y h a d  n o t  
b e e n  c a p tu r e d ,  a s  i t  n e v e r  w ould  h av e  b e e n  w i th  
p r o p e r  p r e c a u t i o n  an d  g e n e r a l s h ip ,  e v e r y  e m ig ra n t  
w ould  h av e  b e e n  d r iv e n  o u t  o f  T ex a s , and  th e  e f f o r t  
w ould  h av e  b e e n  made to  s u p p ly  t h e i r  p l a c e s  b y  
e m ig r a t io n  fro m  o t h e r  p o r t i o n s  o f  M ex ico .

The M exico o f  now and  th e n  i s  n o t  th e  sam e.
The c o u n tr y  to  be  c o lo n iz e d  i s  n o t  s i m i l a r ,  an d  th e  
c o lo n i z a t i o n  w ould  b e  e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t .  T h a t o f  
T exas was o f  th e  m a t e r i a l  f i r s t  s t a t e d ;  i t  was s lo w , 
and  th e  e m ig r a n ts  p o o r ,  a s  w e l l  a s  l i m i t e d  i n  
n u m b e rs . F o r y e a r s  a f t e r  T exas becam e in d e p e n d e n t ,  
i t  c o u ld  n o t  e n t i c e  a  p o p u la t io n  w i t h in  i t s  b o r d e r s  
s u f f i c i e n t  t o  d e fe n d  i t  from  I n d i a n d d e p r e d a t io n s ,  
e v en  by  g iv in g  away i t s  p u b l ic  l a n d s  t o  a l l  s e t t l e r s .  
The s e t t l e m e n t  o f  m in in g  c o u n t r i e s  w i th in  r e c e n t  
y e a r s  on t h i s  c o n t i n e n t  h a s  b e e n  e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t .

[D r . Gwin h e re  r e p e a t s ,  i n  s u b s ta n c e ,  h i s  
s ta te m e n t s  o f  th e  r a p i d  g ro w th  o f  th e  m in in g  d i s 
t r i c t s  o f  t h e  U n i te d  S t a t e s . ]

T h ere  n e v e r  w as i n  any p o p u l a t i o n  a  g r e a t e r  
p r o p o r t i o n  o f  i n t e l l i g e n t ,  h o n e s t ,  and  p r a c t i c a l  
men th a n  m ig h t b e  fo u n d  i n  th e  m in in g  d i s t r i c t s  o f  
th e  U n i te d  S t a t e s  any  t im e  d u r in g  th e  l a s t  t e n  y e a r s .  
They w e re , f o r  th e  m o st p a r t ,  i n  th e  v ig o r  o f  l i f e .
The d a n g e r  an d  e x p e n se  a t t e n d i n g  t h e i r  e m ig r a t io n  
p ro v e  t h a t  th e y  m u st h av e  b e en  among th e  m ost r e s o l u t e  
and  a c t i v e  s p i r i t s  o f  th e  a g e , w hose p r e v io u s  s u c c e s s  
i n  l i f e  a f f o r d e d  them  th e  m eans o f  f u r t h e r  e n t e r 
p r i s e  and  a d v e n tu r e .  They h av e  su b d u e d  a l l  th e  w ar
l i k e  t r i b e s  o f  I n d i a n s  w i t h in  t h e i r  l i m i t s ,  and  
n e a r l y  d e s t r o y e d  th e  Apache t r i b e ,  th e  s c o u rg e  o f  
N o rth  M exico f o r  a  c e n t u r y .  They h av e  a d a p te d  to  
e a c h  o t h e r  two g r e a t  s y s te m s  o f  g o v e rn m en t t h a t  h a d  
n e v e r  b e f o r e  b e e n  i n  c o n t a c t .  They h a v e ,  i h  f a c t .
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im p ro v ed  upon th e  m in in g  code o f  S p a in  i n  th e  w o rk in g  
o f  p l a c e r  m ines o f  g o ld .

[D r . Gwin h e r e  r e p e a t s  a t  l e n g t h  h i s  e u lo g y  o f  
th e  m in in g  code a s  a d o p te d  i n  C a l i f o r n i a . ]

Nor i s  i t  t h e  m in e ra l  r e s o u r c e s  a lo n e  t h a t  
h ave  b e e n  d e v e lo p e d . The p r o g r e s s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  
h a s  b e e n  a s  r a p i d  a s  i n  m in in g . San F r a n c i s c o ,  
w h ich  a t  f i r s t  r e c e i v e d  g r a in  from  C h i l i ,  c a n  and  
d o e s  now s u c c e s s f u l l y  com pete w i th  New Y o rk , C h ic a g o , 
and  th e  B la c k  S e a , i n  th e  c o rn  m a rk e ts  o f  E u ro p e .
And c a t t l e  an d  h o r s e s  t h a t  w ere im p o r te d  a t  v a s t  
ex p en se  h av e  so im p ro v e d  and  m u l t i p l i e d  th e  o r i g i n a l  
b r e e d  fo u n d  i n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  a s  to  form  an  a r t i c l e  o f  
p r o f i t a b l e  e x p o r t .  I t  i s  t h e  b e s t  p o r t i o n  o f  t h i s  
p o p u la t i o n  t h a t  w ou ld  e m ig r a te ,  an d  b r i n g  s u c c e s s  t o  
th e  c o l o n i z a t i o n  o f  N o r th  M exico . They w ou ld  come 
to  th e  c o u n t r y ,  n o t  a s  m a ra u d e rs , f u g i t i v e s  from  
j u s t i c e ,  a d v e n tu r e r s  o f  d e s p e r a te  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  
f o r t u n e ,  b u t  a s  th e  fo u n d e r s  o f  a  sy s te m  i n  th e  
m in in g  d i s t r i c t  o f  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s  t h a t  h a s  n e v e r  
b e e n  e q u a le d  b y  th e  wisdom  o f  m an. They w o u ld  come 
w i th  a l l  th e  e x p e r ie n c e  and  know ledge t h e y  h av e  
a c q u i r e d  i n  fo u n d in g  t h i s  sy s te m , p u t t i n g  i t  i n t o  
o p e r a t i o n ,  and  im p ro v in g  i t s  d e f e c t s  when i t s  
p r a c t i c a l  w o rk in g  p o i n te d  them  o u t .

The c o l o n i z a t i o n  o f  su c h  a  c o u n t r y  b y  su c h  a  
c l a s s  o f  m en, w here  t h e  sy s te m  th e y  h av e  fo u n d e d  i s  
t o  be  p u t  i n t o  o p e r a t i o n , — a  sy s te m  th e y  t h o r o u ^ l y  
u n d e r s ta n d ,  ev en  t o  i t s  m ost m in u te  d e t a i l s ,  i s  a  
s u b j e c t  o f  g ra v e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  I n  su c h  a  p o p u la 
t i o n  sound  p r i n c i p l e s  m ^  c o n f i d e n t l y  be  lo o k e d  f o r ,  
an d  i t s  p e r f e c t  a d a p t a t i o n  t o  t h e  a c t u a l  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  
o f  th e  c o u n t r y .  T h e ir  sy s te m  o f  l a b o r  i s  made f o r  
th e  m a s s e s ,  and  s e c u r e s  e q u a l i t y .  I t  g iv e s  no 
p r i v i l e g e  w here  t h e r e  i s  n o t  c o r r e s p o n d in g  m e r i t .

They a r e  th e  c l a s s  o f  men who c a n ,  i n  a  
s h o r t  t im e ,  make M exico th e  r i c h e s t  m in in g  c o u n tr y  
i n  th e  w o r ld .  They w i l l  pave  th e  way f o r  e m ig ra 
t i o n  o f  th e  n a t i v e s  o f  M exico , an d  from  a l l  th e  
c i v i l i z e d  n a t i o n s  o f  th é  e a r t h .  The E m pire  w i l l  n o t  
o n ly  be p r o s p e ro u s  b y  t h e i r  l a b o r ,  b u t  p o w e r fu l  an d  
p e rm a n e n t .
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I f  th e  p e a c e  o f  th e  Em pire i s  t h r e a t e n e d  i n  
th e  j o s t l i n g s  o f  a  f i r s t  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  th e  c o u n t r y ,  
t h e  F re n c h  f l a g  w i l l  d e t e r  from  s e d i t i o n  o r  i n 
s u b o r d i n a t i o n ,  o r  F re n c h  t r o o p s  w i l l  p u t  them  down. 
When th e  t im e  comes f o r  th e  w ith d ra w a l  o f  th e s e  
t r o o p s ,  th e  E m peror may r e l y  upon t h i s  p o p u la t io n  
a s  one o f  t h e  m ain  s u p p o r ts  o f  h i s  E m p ire . They 
a r e  p a r t  o f  i t s  fo u n d e r s  ; i t s  fame a n d  i t s  g lo r y  i s  
t h e i r  fam e and  t h e i r  g l o r y ;  th e y  w i l l  be  p ro s p e ro u s  
and c o n te n te d ,  an d  w i l l  be  a b le  an d  w i l l i n g  to  p u t  
down a l l  a t t e m p t s  t o  d i s t u r b  th e  harm ony o f  th e  
E m pire i n  t h e i r  own m id s t ,  and  t o  s u p p r e s s  i n s u r r e c 
t i o n ,  i f  i t  s h o u ld  o c c u r  e ls e w h e re  i n  t h e  
d o m in io n s  o f  th e  E m peror M a x im ilia n .



APPENDIX E

GRAPHIC REPRESENTATION OP THE BIMETALLIC 
EXPERIENCE OP PRANCE PROM 1803 TO THE 

CLOSING OP THE MINT TO THE PREE 
COINAGE OP SILVER IN 1875

S o u rc e  ; E tiq u e te  s u r  l e s  - p r in c ip e s  e t  l e s  f a i t s  
g é n é ra u x  q u i  r é g i s s e n t  l a  c i r c u l a t i o n  
m o n é ta i r e  e t  f i d u c i a i r e ,  1 8 6 9 , V o l, V l,



GRAPHIC REPRESENTATION OF THE BIMETALLIC E X PER IE N C E OF FRANCE FROM 1603 TO THE CLOSING OF THE M IN T  TO THE FREE COINAGE OF SILVER IN I6Z5.
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APPENDIX P

FRENCH SILVER 00 INACE SINCE 1795

S o u rc e :  R e le v a  p a r  a n n ee  d e s  e s p è c e s  d 'o r  e t  d 'a r g e n t
fa b r iq u .ë 'e s  e n  F r a n c e ,  e n c lo s u r e s  2 and  5 fro m  
D ecazes t o  L y o n s , A p r i l  1 0 , 1 8 7 6 , G re a t  
B r i t a i n ,  P a r l i a m e n t ,  H a n sa rd s  P a r l i a m e n ta r y  
D e b a te s  (H ouse  o f  Commons), s e r . .  V o l. b : 
M o n e ta ry  P o l i c y ,  C u rre n c y , " R e p o r t  on th e  
D e p r e c ia t io n  o f  S i l v e r , "  1 8 7 6 , A p p e n d ix , 
p p .  8 8 -8 9 .
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APPENDIX G

FRENCH IMPORTS AND EXPORTS OF GOLD AND SILVER,
1815 -1870

» 0̂ 0 7 , VOX. vx
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FRENCH IMPORTS AND EXPORTS OF GOLD, 1815-1847
(In M illions of Francs)
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1815 #  #  # #  #  # •  •  •
1816 •  «  « #  #  * •  •  «

1817 »  #  » #  #  * »  #  #
1818 •  •  • #  *  e #  #  #

1819 •  •  • *  #  » #  •  •

1820 #  #  # e # # *  e #
1821 •  •  • *  #  # #  *  »
1822 •  •  • *43 •  •  • *39 4 •  •  •

1825 •  •  • 75 •  •  • 94 19
1824 •  •  • 102 *  #  # 65 37 #  *  #

1825 #  #  # #  #  # #  #  # •  •  • #  *  # #  e #
1826 *  #  # #  #  # #  #  # #  #  # •  •  •
1827 •  •  • •  •  • •  •  • •  •  • •  •  • •  •  •
1828 *  *  # #  #  * •  •  • #  #  e #  #  * •  m  •

1829 •  •  • *  #  # •  •  • #  #  # •  •  •

1830 •  •  • 48 •  •  • 38 10 #  e #

1831 •  •  • 24 •  •  • 14 10 #  #  #
1852 #  #  # 14 #  #  # 53 39
1833 #  #  * 36 •  •  • 12 24
1834 •  •  • 25 •  «  • 32 7
1835 •  •  • 5 #  #  # 25 20
1836 *  #  * 24 #  #  e 38 14
1837 6 *25 29 *22 13 35 6
1838 3 16 19 10 13 23 4
1839 7 36 43 19 19 24
1840 10 49 59 1 9 10 49
1841 4 11 15 7 13 20 5
1842 2 6 8 12 8 20 12
1843 3 7 10 26 25 51 41
1844 2 3 5 5 6 11 6
1845 3 2 5 13 6 19 14
1846 4 4 8 12 5 17 9
1847 5 16 21 9 25 34 13

TOÿÂii 4^ 193 6 l8 11? l4 ^ êê9 158 209



FRENCH IMPORTS AND EXPORTS OF GOLD, 1848-1870
(In M illions of Francs)
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1848 5 39 4 4 3 3 6 38
1849 5 7 12 1 5 6 6
1850 30 31 61 32 12 44 17
1851 22 94 116 14 17 31 85 * # #
1852 19 40 59 11 31 42 17 • • •
1853 261 58 319 6 24 30 289 # * #
1854 368 113 481 9 56 65 416
1855 275 106 381 5 158 163 218
1856 273 192 465 1 89 90 375
1857 291 278 569 3 120 123 446
1858 253 301 554 1 65 66 488
1859 358 369 727 5 183 188 539
1860 279 191 470 32 127 159 311
1861 17 227 244 58 210 268 24

T O im * 2456 2046 4502 181 1100 1281 3245 24
1862 119 283 402 42 195 237 165
1863 83 2 8 ? 370 86 272 358 12
1864 110 354 464 33 306 339 125
1865 96 323 419 56 213 269 150
1866 169. 644 813 68 280 348 465
1867 225 369 594 43 142 185 409 # « »
1868 200 293 493 30 251 281 212 • • •
1869 157 298 455 36 144 180 275 • • •
1870 69 241 310 100 91 191 119

TO^AL "IZZA 3092 4320 494  1894 2388  1932

♦The above fienires are to ta ls  from 1848 to the
1861 French Intervention in  Mexico



FRENCH IMPORTS AND EXPORTS OF SILVER, 1815-184?
(In M illions of Francs)

2?8
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1815
1816
1817
1818
1819
1820
1821
1822 145 *18 Î 25
1825 126 12 114
1824 142 18 124
1825
1826
1827
1828
1829
1850 Î 72 *21 Î 5 Î
1851 196 15 181
1852 118 58 60
1853 165 88 75
1854 167 66 101
1855 131 57 74
1856 92 65 27
1857 ‘ 25 145 168 ‘ 25 24 144
1858 25 131 154 2 32 34 120
1859 15 117 132 5 52 57 75
1840 21 139 160 27 37 64 96
1841 19 151 170 16 37 53 117
1842 29 109 158 11 35 46 92
1845 39 118 157 9 45 54 105
1844 4 4 107 151 18 51 69 82
1845 4 6 115 159 14 55 69 90
1846 26 81 107 14 46 60 47
1847 49 89 158 17 68 85 53
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FBENCH IMPORTS AND EXPORTS OP SILVER, 1848-1870
(In M illions of Francs)
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Y ear Im p o r ts E x p o r ts E x c e ss

g•HH
i d•H00

-p
â

g•HH d•H00
30E4

■p
s
1

p
ë

1848 59 194 255 1 18 19 214
1849 62 229 291 5 44 47 244
1850 25 150 155 10 72 82 75 # # #
1851 21 158 179 55 68 101 78 # # #

1852 22 158 180 28 155 185 5
1855 17 96 115 41 189 250 •  •  • 1171854 12 88 100 75 191 264 # # # 164
1855 45 78 121 77 241 518 •  •  • 1971856 12 98 110 159 255 594 •  •  • 284
1857 18 80 98 152 506 458 * # # 560
1858 15 146 161 98 78 176 e e # 15
1859 12 199 211 190 192 582 1711860 12 119 151 146 142 288 1571861 21 151 172 80 154 254 62

TÔTaÏj* 551 1924 2255 1071 2105 3176 609 1530
1862 28 104 152 116 102 218 86
1865 28 155 161 126 105 229 681864 64 204 . 258 154 176 510 42
1865 94 142 256 95 71 164 721866 75 175 250 111 94 205 451867 70 184 254 46 19 65 1891868 64 129 195 27 57 84 1091869 64 129 195 57 44 81 112
1870 52 74 106 26 45 71 35TOTÀL 519 1274 1793 7ië 711 I427 196

♦The above figu res are to ta ls  from 1848 to  the
1861 French Intervention in  Mexico
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FRENCH IMPORTS AND EXPORTS OP GOLD AND SILVER,
1815-1847  

( I n  M i l l io n s  o f  F r a n c s )

D i f f .  i n  F a v o r  Of
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1815 51 7 24
1816 49 155 • • • 106
1817 112 53 59
1818 112 155 43
1819 88 89 1
1820 110 138 28
1821 126 177 51
1822 186 57 129 • • •
1823 201 106 95 * # *
1824 244 83 161 • • •
1825 251 135 116 • • •
1826 174 175
1827 187 40 147 # # *
1828 208 29 189 • • •
1829 148 59 89 • • •
1850 220 59 161 # # #
1831 220 29 191 # # *
1832 132 111 21 # e #
1833 199 100 99 e # #
1834 192 98 94 • • •
1835 136 82 54 e » »
1836 116 103 13 # * #
1837 197 59 138 * # *
1838 173 57 116 # * #
1839 175 76 99 # # #
1840 219 74 145 # # #
1841 185 75 112 • • •
1842 146 66 80 • • •
1843 167 105 62 # # #
1844 156 80 76 • • •
1845 164 88 76 # # #
1846 115 77 38 • • •
1847 159 119 40 • • •

tC'JSal .........5Z98 5 o i4 2624 23Ô
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FRENCH IMPORTS AND EXPORTS OF GOLD AND SILVER,
1848-1870  

( I n  M i l l io n s  o f  F r a n c s )

D i f f .  i n  F a v o r Of
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1848 277 25 252 # # #
1849 203 53 250
1850 216 126 90 # # #
1851 295 132 163 • • •
1852 239 225 14
1855 432 260 172 # # #
1854 581 329 252 # # #
1855 502 481 21 • • •
1856 575 484 91 • • •
1857 667 581 86 e # #
1858 715 242 473 * e *
1859 938 570 368 • • •
1860 601 447 154 # # #
1861 416 502 86

665? 445? 2356 56
1862 534 455 79
1865 531 587 56
1864 732 649 82 • • •
1865 655 433 222 # # #
1866 1063 553 510 * # #
1867 848 250 598 • • •
1868 686 365 321 • • •
1869 648 261 387 * # #
1870 416 262

TÔÏM j é l i 3 ' ' 3 9 1 T  " ?353 56

♦The above figu res are to ta ls  from 1848 to the
1861 French Intervention in  Mexico



APPENDIX H

PROJET DE CONVENTION POUR LE MAINTIEN D'UN 
CORPS AUXILIAIRE FRANÇAIS AU MEXIQUE 

10 FEVRIER 1864

S o u rc e :  H a u s - ,  F o f - ,  und  S t a a t s a r c h i v ,  W ien.
H a u s a r c h iv .  A rc h iv  K a is e r  M a x im ilia n s  von  
M ex ico , 1 8 6 2 -1 8 6 5 , Box 1 2 .
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P r o j e t  de  c o n v e n t io n  p o u r  l e  m a in t ie n  d 'u n  c o rp s  

a u x i l i a i r e  f r a n ç a i s  a u  M exique 

10 f é v r i e r  1864

Le g o u v e rn e m e n t de S . M. l 'E m p ereu r d u  M exique 
a y a n t  e x p rim é  l e  d é s i r  q u 'u n e  p a r t i e  d e s  f o r c e s  
m i l i t a i r e s  f r a n ç a i s e s  e n v o y é e s  a u  M exique r e s t â t  
e n c o re  d a n s  c e  p a y s  p o u r  y  p r ê t e r  so n  c o n c o u rs  a u  
r é t a b l i s s e m e n t  d é f i n i t i f  de  l ' o r d r e  e t  a u  m a in t ie n  
de l a  p a i x ,  e t  l e  g o u v e rn e m en t^ d e  S . M. 1 ' E m pereu r 
d e s  F r a n ç a i s  v o u l a n t ,  de  so n  c ô t é ,  d o n n e r  a u  M exique 
une  n o u v e l l e  p r e u v e  de  l ' i n t é r ê t  q u ' i l  p r e n d  à  l a  
r é g é n é r a t i o n  de  ce  p a y s ,  o n t  d e c id e  d e  c o n c lu r e  une^  
c o n v e n t io n  p r o p r e  à  a t t e i n d r e  ce  b u t ,  e t  o n t  nommé a  
c e s  e f f e t  comme L e u r s  P l é n i p o t e n t i a i r e s ,  s a v o i r :

L e s q u e ls

A r t .  1®^

Un c o r p s  a u x i l i a i r e  f r a n ç a i s  de  23 m i l l e  hommes 
c o n t i n u e r a  de s t a t i o n n e r  a u  rfex iq u e  d a n s  l e s  co n 
d i t i o n s  r é g l é e s  p a r  l e s  a r t i c l e s  s u i v a n t s .

A r t .  2

L es t r o u p e s  ^ u  c o rp s  a u x i l i a i r e  é v a c u e r o n t  l e  
M exique a u  f u r  e t  a  m esu re  que l e s  f o r c e s  r e c r u t é e s  
e n  E u ro p e  p a r  l e  g o u v e rn e m en t m e x ic a in  s e r o n t  a r r i v é e s  
d a n s  l e  p a y s .

A r t .  3

L a l é g i o n  é t r a n g è r e  a u  s e r v i c e  de l a  F r a n c e ,  q u i  
s e r a  p o r t é e  à  h u i t  m i l l e  hommes, r e s t e r a  e n c o re  p e n d a n t  
s i x  a n n é e s  a u  M exique a p r è s  que t o u t e s  l e s  a u t r e s  
f o r c e s  f r a n ç a i s e s  a u r o n t  é t é  r a p p e l é e s  confoirm ém ent & 
l ' a r t i c l e  2 .  A d a t e r  de ce  m om ent, l a  d i t e  l é g i o n  
p a s s e r a  à  l a  s o ld e  d u  g o u v e rn e m en t m e x ic a in .  Le 
g o u v e rn e m en t m e x ic a in  se  r é s e r v e  l a  f a c u l t é  d 'a b r é g e r  
l a  d u ré e  de  l 'e m p l o i  a u  M exique de l a  l é g i o n  é t r a n g è r e .
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A r t .  4

L es p o i n t s  du  t e r r i t o i r e  à  o c c u p e r  p a r  l e s  
t r o u p e s  f r a n ç a i s e s  e t  l e s  e x p e d i t i o n s  m i l i t a i r e s  de  
c e s  t r o u p e s ,  s ' i l  y  a  l i e u ,  s e r o n t  d e te rm in e s  de 
commun a c c o rd  e t  d i r e c te m e n t  e n t r e  S .  M. 1 ' E m pereu r 
du  M exique e t  l e  com m andant en  c h e f  d u  c o rp s  
a u x i l i a i r e .

A r t .  5

Le commandement m i l i t a i r e ,  d a n s  l e  ra y o n  d e s  
p l a c e s  o c c u p é e s  p a r  l e s  t r o u p e s  du  c o rp s  a u x i l i a i r e ,  
a p p a r t i e n t  a u  com m andant e n  c h e f  de  c e s  t r o u p e s ,  
l e q u e l  d ' a i l l e u r s  n 'a u r a  à  i n t e r v e n i r  d an s  aucune  
b ra n c h e  de 1 ' a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  m e x ic a in e .

A r t .  6

Le g o u v e rn em en t f r a i s a i s  e n t r e t i e n d r a  un  
s e r v i c e  b im e n s u e l  de  t r a n s p o r t s  e n t r e  l a  F ra n c e  e t  
l e  p o r t  de  V era  C ru s  p o u r  l e  r a v i t a i l l e m e n t  e t  l e  
re m p la c e m e n t d e s  t r o u p e s  d u  c o rp s  a u x i l i a i r e .  L es 
f r a i s  de ce  s e r v i c e  d e s  t r a n s p o r t s ,  f i x é s  à  l a   ̂
somme de 2 0 0 ,0 0 0  f r a n c s  p a r  m o is , s e r o n t  a p p o r te s  
p a r  l e  g o u v e rn em en t m e x ic a in .

A r t .  7

L es f r a i s  de  1 ' e x p é d i t i o n  f r a n ç a i s e  a u  M ex ique, 
f i x e s  h  l a  somme de . . . [ s i c ]  m i l lo n s  p o u r  t o u t  l e  
tem ps de s a  d u re e  j u s q u 'a u  1®^ j a n v i e r  1 8 6 4 , s e r o n t  
re m b o u rs é s  à. l a  Ç cance  p a r  l e  g o u v e rn em en t m e x ic a in  
e n  d i x  a n n u i t é s  é g a le s^ , d o n t  l a  p re m iè re  s e r a  p a y é e  
d a n s  l e  d é l a i  d 'u n  an  a  p a r t i r  du  j o u r  de  1 ' av èn em en t 
de S . M. l 'E m p e re u r  de M ex ique.

A r t .  8

L 'in d e m n i té  à  p a y e r  à  l a  F ra n c e  p a r  l e  g o u v e rn e 
m ent m e x ic a in  p o u r  d é p e n s e s  de s o l d e ,  n o u r r i t u r e ,  
é q u ip e m e n t e t  e n t r e t i e n  d e s  t r o u p e s  du  c o rp s  a u x i l i a i r e  
à  p a r t i r  du  1® j a n v i e r  1 8 6 4 , a i n s i  que p o u r  l e  
s e r v i c e  d e s  t r a n s p o r t s  m en tio n n é  à  l ' a r t i c l e  6 ,  
dem eure f i x é e  à  l a  somme de  . . . [ s i c ]  p a r  m i l l e  
hommes e t  p a r  m o is .  L o rsq u e  confo rm ém en t a  l ' a r t i c l e  
3 , l e s  t r o u p e s  a u x i l i a i r e s  f r a n ç a i s e s  s e  t r o u v e r o n t  
r é d u i t e s  a  l a  l é g i o n  é t r a n g è r e  s o ld é e  p a r  l e  M ex iq u e ,
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l e  m o n ta n t t o t ^ l  de c e t t e  in d e m n ité  s e r a  e x a c te m e n t  
c a l c u l é  e t  p a y é  e n  c in a  a n n u i t é s  é g a le s ^ q u i  commence
r o n t  à  c o u r i r  d u  j o u r  ou  l e s  d i x  a n n u i t é s  d o n t  p a r l e  
l ' a r t i c l e  p r é c é d e n t  s e r o n t  r é v o lu e s »

A r t .  9

L es s t a t i o n s  n a v a le s  que l a  F ra n c e  e n t r e t i e n t  
d a n s  l e s  A n t i l l e s  e t  d a n s  l 'O c é a n  P a c i f i q u e  e n v e r r o n t  
s o u v e n t  d e s  n a v i r e s  m o n tre r  l e  d r a p e a u  f r a n ç a i s  d a n s  
l e s  p o r t s  d u  M exique»

A r t .  10

La p r é s e n t e  c o n v e n t io n  s e r a  r a t i f i é e  d a n s  l e  
p l u s  b r e f  d é l a i  p o s s i b l e .

P l u s i e u r s  c a u s e s  p r i n c i p a l e s  p è s e n t  a u j o u r d 'h u i  
s u r  l e  m arché f i n a n c i e r  en  E u rope  e t  e n  meme tem ps 
p l u s i e u r s  g o u v e rn e m en t e u ro p é e n s  f o n t  a p p e l  à  d e s  
c a p i t a u x ;

D 'a u t r e  p a r t ,  l ' o n  ne p o s s è d e  e n c o re  q u 'u n e  
c o n n a is s a n c e  f o r t  i m p a r f a i t e  de l a  s i t u a t i o n  f i n a n c i e r s  
du  M exique, d e s  b e s o in s  e t  d e s  r e s s o u r c e s  de 
1 ' a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  m e x ic a in e  e t  d u  p a y s .

Ces d eu x  r a i s o n s  m a je u re s  o n t  d é c id é  l 'A r c h id u c  
à  n e  c o n c lu r e  p o u r  l e  moment q u 'u n  em p ru n t p r o v i 
s o i r e  p o u r  l e s  b e s o in s  p ré su m e s  de so n  g o u v e rn e m e n t 
p e n d a n t  l e s  p r e m ie r s  d i x - h u i t  m o is .

Ce tem p s s e r a i t  em ployé

1 .  à  o r g a n i s e r  1 ' a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  d e s  f i n a n c e s  
d u  p a y s :  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s  c e n t r a l e s ,  c o u r  d e s  c o m p te s , 
d o u a n e s , c o n t r i b u t i o n s  d i r e c t e s  e t  i n d i r e c t e s ;

2 .  è  f a i r e  l e s  é tu d e s  i n d i s p e n s a b l e s  de  l ' é t a t  
d e s  f i n a n c e s ,  d e s  b e s o in s  e t  d e s  r e s s o u r c e s  d u  p a y s ;  
à  c e t  e f f e t  d e s  c o m m iss io n s  s p é c i a l e s  d e v ro n t  
é l a b o r e r  s a n s  l a  m o in d re  p e r t e  de  t e n p s  l e s  p r e m ie r s  
e t  p l u s  p r e s s a n t s  t r a v a u x :

a .  p o u r  r é g u l a r i s e r  l a  p e r c e p t i o n  d e s
d r o i t s  de  d o u a n e , d e s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  d i r e c t e s
e t  i n d i r e c t e s ,  a i n s i  que p o u r  a d o p te r  l e u r s
ré fo rm e s  l e s  p l u s  e s s e n t i e l l e s ;
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b .  p o u r  p r é p a r e r  l e  r e n ie m e n t  de l a  d e t t e  
i n t é r i e u r e  e t  d é  l a  d e t t e  e x t é r i e u r e ;  e t

c .  p o u r  o r g a n i s e r  1 ' a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  d e s  
b i e n s  n a t i o n a l i s é s  du  c l e r g é  a i n s i  que d e s  
a u t r e s  b i e n s  q u i  fo rm e n t  l e  dom aine  de  ^ 
l ' E t a t ,  no tam m ent d e s  t e r r a i n s  v a g u e s ,  f o r ê t s ,  
m in e s , e t c . ,  e t  p o u r  d é te r m in e r  e x a c te m e n t 
l e s  r e s s o u r c e s  de l ' E t a t  so u s  c e  r a p p o r t ;

3 .  à  f i x e r  l ' i n d e m n i t é  ou l a  d o t a t i o n  à  
p a y e r  a u  c l e r g é ;

4 .  a  o r g a n i s e r  l ' a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  d e s  é t a b l i s s e 
m en ts  de  b i e n f a i s a n c e ;  h ô p i t a u x ,  o r p h e l i n a t s ,  e t c . ,  
e t  é  en  a r r ê t e r  l e s  d é p e n s e s ;

5 .^  a ^ é t a b l i r  l e s  l o i s  e t  r è g le m e n ts  de  c o l o n i s a 
t i o n  e t  à  d é te r m in e r  l e s  d é p e n se s  d e s  e n c o u ra g e m e n ts  
e t  de l a  p r o t e c t i o n  à  a s s u r e r  à  1 ' im m ig ra t io n  
e u ro p é e n n e  q u ' . i l  e s t  s i  e s s e n t i e l  d 'o r g a n i s e r  s u r  une  
l a r g e  é c h e l l e ;

6 .  a  é t a b l i r  l e  sy s tè m e  d e s  f i n a n c e s  de l ' E t a t ;  
b u d g e t  g é n é r a l ,  b u d g e ts  s é p a r é s  p o u r  ch aq u e  M i n i s t è r e ,  
c o n t r ô l e ,  p e r c e p t i o n  d e s  im p ô ts ,  e t c . ,  e t c .

7 .  a  f o n d e r  une  b an q u e  n a t i o n a l e  a i n s i  que 
l e s  e n t r e p r i s e s  l e s  p l u s  e s s e n t i e l l e s  p o u r  r e l e v e r  
e t  f a v o r i s e r  1 ' i n d u s t r i e , 1 'a g r i c u l t u r e  e t  l e  
commerce ;

8 .  k  é l a b o r e r  e t  a d o p te r  d e s  r è g le m e n ts  s u r  
l ' e x p l o i t a t i o n  d e s  m in e s  de l a  S o n e ra  e t  à  c o n n a î t r e  
l e s  r e s s o u r c e s  de l ' E t a t  so u s  c e  r a p p o r t .

Dans l ' e t a t  de  d é s o r g a n i s a t i o n  o ^  se  t r o u v e  l e  
p a y s ,  l e  g o u v e rn e m en t m e x ic a in  d o i t  a v a n t  t o u t  
o r g a n i s e r  l e s  d i f f é r e n t e s  b r a n c h e s  de so n  a d m i n i s t r a 
t i o n  e t  f a i r e  l e s  é tu d e s  p r é a l a b l e s  e t  a u  m o ins l e s  
p l u s  e s s e n t i e l l e s  d e ^ c h aq u e  q u e s t io n  p r i n c i p a l e  a v a n t  
de  p o u v o i r  e n g a g e r ,  a  so n  s u j e t ,  l ' a v e n i r .  L ' i n t é r ê t  
b i e n  e n te n d u  d e  l a  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  de l 'o e u v r e  de 
1 ' a u g u s te  E m pereu r d e s  F r a n ç a i s , commande donc im p é r i 
e u se m e n t ê  l 'A r c h id u c  d e  f a i r e  d e s  r é s e r v e s  a b s o lu e s  
p o u r  t o u t e  q u e s t io n  p r i n c i p a l e  q u i  a u r a i t  é t é ^ p r é -  
m a tu ré m e n t r é s o l u e  p a r  l e  R égence  p r o v i s o i r e  a  M e x ico .
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L 'E m p e re u r  p e u t  c o m p te r  s u r  l a  v o lo n té  e t  l e s  
e f f o r t s  p e r s é v é r a n t s  de l 'A r c h id u c  p o u r  c o n s o l id e r  
1 ' o e u v re  de Sa M a je s té  a i n s i  que p o u r  m a i n t e n i r  l a  
c o m p le te  in d é p e n d a n c e  e t  1 ' i n t é g r i t é  du  M ex iq u e .
C 'e s t  a i n s i  q u ' i l ^ p o u r r a ^ s 'y  f o n d e r  un  E m pire  p u i s s a n t  
e t  p r o i ^ è r e  q u i  re p o n d e  a  l a  p o l i t i q u e  h a u te  e t  
e c l a i r e e  de  l 'E m p e r e u r ,  E m pire  a v e c  l e q u e l  l a  F ra n c e  
p u i s s e  r e s s e r e r  s e s  l i e n s  d 'a m i t i é  e t  é t e n d e  s e s  
r e l a t i o n s  de n a v i g a t i o n ,  de comm erce e t  d 'é m i g r a t i o n .

L 'A rc h id u c  e s p è r e  que 1 ' a u g u s te  E m p ereu r d e s  
F r a n ç a i s  d a ig n e r a  a p p ro u v e r  c e s  p r i n c i p e s  a i n s i  que 
l a  r e s o l u t i o n  de s e  b o r n e r  a u jo u r d 'h u i  à  c o n c lu r e  un  
em p ru n t r e s t r e i n t .

C e t em p ru n t s e r a i t  d 'u n  c a p i t a l  n o m in a l de  250 
m i l l i o n s  de f r a n c s .

I l  s e r a i t  p r é l e v é  s u r  so n  p r o d u i t  l a  p r e m iè r e  
^ e s  d ix  ç n n u i t e s  de  f r a i s  de g u e r r e  e t  d ' o c c u p a t io n  
a  p a y e r  a  l a  F r a n c e .

L es v e rs e m e n ts  se  f e r a i e n t  e n s u i t e  comme s u i t :

20% im m é d ia te m e n t a p r è s  l a  s i g n a t u r e ,

20% t r o i s  m o is  p l u s  t a r d ,  e t  s u c c e s s iv e 
m ent l e s  t r o i s  a u t r e s  20% de t r o i s  m o is en  
t r o i s  m o is .

Le M exique d o n n e r a i t  e n  g a r a n t i e :

1 .  l e s  b i e n s  n a t io n a u x  fo rm a n t  l e  dom aine 
de l ' E t a t ;  2 .  l e  r e s t a n t  d i s p o n i b l e  de s e s  d r o i t s  
de d o u a n e s  m a r i t im e s  é t  5 .  l e  p r o d u i t  d e s  m in e s  
a p p a r t e n a n t  à  l ' E t a t ,  s a n s  e n te n d r e  e n g a g e r  en  
au cu n e  m a n ié ré  so n  d r o i t  de  l e s  e x p l o i t e r  ou f a i r e  
e x p l o i t e r  de l a  m a n ié ré  q u ' i l  j u g e r a  c o n v e n a b le .

]je p l u s  t û t  p o s s i b l e  e t  au  p l u s  t a r d  en  d é a n s  
1 ' an n ee  de l a  d a te  de l a  c o n c lu s io n  de  1 ' em p ru n t 
s e r o n t  nommés d e u x  c o m m is s a i re s ,  1 'u n  p a r  l e  g o u v e rn e 
m ent m e x ic a in  e t  l ' a u t r e  p a r  l e  b a n q u ie r  c o n t r a c t a n t ,  
p o u r  d é te r m in e r  l e s  b i e n s  ou l e s  r e v e n u s  q u i  s u f f i r o n t  
a  l a  g a r a n t i e  s p é c i a l e  de 1 ' em p ru n t a f i n  que l e  
g o u v e rn em en t p u i s s e  l ib r e m e n t  d i s p o s e r  de  s e s  a u t r e s  
r e s s o u r c e s .  C e t t e  g a r a n t i e  s e r a  f i x e e  à  une  somme
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a n n u e l l e  r e p r é s e n t a n t  l ' i n t é r ê t  e t  l 'a m o r t i s s e m e n t  
q u i  a u r o n t  é t é  c o n v e n u s .

En c a s  de  d i f f é r e n d  e n t r e  l e s  d eu x  c o m m is s a i r e s ,  
c e u x - c i  a u r o n t  r e c o u r s  à  l ' a r b i t r a g e  de S . M. 
l 'E m p e r e u r  d e s  P r a n j î a i s .

M iram ar



APPENDIX I

CONVENCION DE 1864 SOBEE GARANT DE GUERRA DE
LA FRANClA 

17 FEVRIER 1864

S o u rc e ;  H a u s - ,  H o f - ,  u n d  S t a a t s a r c h i v ,  W ien.
H a u s a r c h iv .  A rc h iv  K a is e r  M a x im ilia n s  
von  M ex ico , 1862-1865» Box 1 4 0 .
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C o nvencion  de 1864  S o b re  g a r a n t  de g u e r r a  de l a

P r a n c ia  

17  fo u v r ie r  1864

Le G ouvernem ent F r a n ç a i s  e t  l e  G ouvernem ent 
M e x ic a in  d e s i r o n t  r é g l e r  d 'u n  commun a c c o rd  l a  
q u e s t io n  d e s  f r a i s  de  g u e r r e  im p o sés  à  l a  F ra n c e  p a r  
l a  cam pagne du  M éxique o n t  d é s ig n é  à  c e t  e f f e c t  comme 
l e u r s  P l é n i p o t e n t i a i r e s ,  s a v o i r :

P o u r l a  F ra n c e :  Son E x c e l le n c e  M o n s ie u r l e
M arq u is  de M o n th o lo n , Envoyé E x t r a o r d i n a i r e  e t  
M in i s t r e  P l é n i p o t e n t i a i r e  de Sa M a je s té  1 ' E m pereu r d e s  
F r a n ç a i s  a u  M exique, Commandeur de  l 'O r d r e  I m p e r ia l  
de  l a  L é g io n  d ' h o n n e u r  e t c .  e t c . ;

P o u r l e  M ex ique: Son E x c e l le n c e  Don J o s é
M igue l A rro y o , S o u s - S e c r é ta i r e  d 'E t a t ,  C harge  du  
D é p a rte m e n t d e s  A f f a i r e s  E t r a n g è r e s  C h e v a l ie r  de 
l 'O r d r e  I m p e r ia l  de G u ad a lu p é  e t c .  e t c . ,  e t  Don 
M a r t in  de  C a s t i l l o ,  S o u s - S e c r é ta i r e  d 'E t a t  C hargé  
du  D é p a rtem e n t d e^  F in a n c e s ;  l e s q u e l s  a p r è s  a v o i r  
exam iné e t  éch an g e  l e u r s  p l e i n s  p o u v o i r s ,  t r o u v é s  
e n  bonne e t  due fo rm e s o n t  co n v en u s d e s  a r t i c l e s  
s u i v a n t s  :

A r t i c l e  1®^

Le G ouvernem ent M e x ic a in  r e c o n n a i s s a n t  l e s  
d é p e n se s  c o n s i d e r a b le s  q u 'o n t  e n t r a i n e e s  p o u r  l e  
G ouvernem ent f r a n p a i s  l ' e n v o i  de  f o r c e s  n a v a l e s  e t  
m i l i t a i r e s  e t  l e u r  s é j o u r  a u  M exique p e n d a n t  l e s  
a n n é e s  1862 e t  1 8 6 5 , s e  d é c l a r e  d é b i t e u r — e n v e r s  l a  
Frem ce d 'u n e  somme de  d eu x  c e n t  d i x  m i l lo n s  de f r a n c s  
(2 1 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 )  à  t i t r e  de  rem b o u rse m en t de to u s  l e s  
f r a i s  s u s  é n o n c é s .

C e t te  somme p o r t e r a  i n t é r ê t  è. p a r t i r  d u  1^ 
J a n v i e r  1 8 6 4 , à  r a i s o n  de c in q  p o u r  c e n t  l ' a n  j u s q u ' 
a u  p a ie m e n t i n t e g r a l .
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A r t i c l e  2

Le mode de  p a ie m e n t de  c e t t e  somme s e r a  u l t é r i e  
e u rm e n t d é te rm in é ^

A r t i c l e  3

Le G ouvernem ent f r a n ç a i s  d e c l a r e  de  so n  c o te  
r e n o n c e r ,  m o y e n n ^ t  l e  p a ie m e n t de l a  somme c i -  
d e s s e u s  é n o n cé e  à  t o u t e s  r é p é t i t i o n s  p o u r  d é p e n s e s  
de f r a i s  de  g u e r r e  q u e l^ c o n g ru e  se  r a t t a c h a n t  à  l a  
cam pagne e f f e c t u é e  a u  M exique p e n d a n t  l e s  a n n é e s  
1862 e t  1863*

A r t i c l e  4

I l  e s t  e n te n d u  que c e t t e  r e n o n c i a t i o n  n 'im p l iq u e  
p a s  l 'a b a n d o n  p a ^  l e  G ouvernem ent f r a n ç a i s  d e s  
r é c l a m a t io n s  i n t é r e s s a n t  j u s q u ' a  c e  j o u r  s e s  
n a t io n a u x  e t  d o n t  l e  r è g le m e n t  e t  l a  l i q u i d a t i o n  
d e v r o n t  f a i r e  l ' o b j e t  d 'u n  a r ra n g e m e n t s p é c i a l  
e n t r e  l e s  d e u x  g o u v e rn e m e n ts .

A r t i c l e  5

Comme g a r a n t i e  d e  l a  bonne  e x é c u t io n  de l a  
p r é s e n t e  c o n v e n t io n  e t  comme té m o ig n a g e  de g r a t i t u d e  
e n v e r s  l e  G ouvernem en t de  S . M. l 'E m p e r e u r  d e s  
F r a n ç a i s ,  l e  G ouvernem ent M é x ic a in  c o n cè d e  a u  
G ouvernem ent f r a n p a i s  l e  d r o i t  d 'e x p l o i t a t i o n  con
fo rm ém ent a u x  l o i s ,  de  t o u t e s  l e s  m in e s  de  l ' E t a t  de 
S o n o ra  q u i  s e  t r o u v e r a i e n t  e t r e  a c tu e l l e m e n t  non  
e x p l o i t é e s  a u  non  d é n o n c é e s .

A r t i c l e  6

A f i n  d 'a s s u r e r  à  l ' e x p l o i t a t i o n  de  c e s  m in es 
t o u t e s  l e s  g a r a n t i e s  d é s i r a b l e s ,  l e  G ouvernem ent 
f r a n ç a i s  a u r a  l e  d r o i t  d 'e n t r e  t e n i r  à  s e s  f r a i s  d a n s  
l e  t e r r i t o i r e  d u  d i t  E t a t  de  S o n o ra  u n  c o rp s  de 
t r o u p e s  r é g u l i è r e s  q u i  p o u r r a " e t r e  re m p la c e  p l u s  t a r d  
p a r  d e s  f o r c e s  que T ie n d r a i e n t  à  o r g a n i s e r  p o u r  l e u r  
p r o p r e  com pte t o u t e s  co m p ag n ies  a u x q u e l le s  l e  
G ouvernem ent f r a n ç a i s  j u g e r a i t  à  p ro p o s  d 'a c c o r d e r  d e s  
c o n c e s s io n s — p o u r  1 ' e x p l o i t a t i o n  d e s  m in e s . Dans ce  
d e r n i e r  c a s ,  l e s  d i t e s  f o r c e s  s e r o n t  so u m ise s  au x  l o i s  
d u  p a y s . co n fo rm ém en t au x  r è g le m e n ts  q u 'a d o p te r o n t  l e s
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d i t e s  co m p a g n ie s  a v ec  l 'a p p r o b a t i o n  a u  G ouvernem en t 
M e x ic a in .

A r t i c l e  7

P o u r  d o n n e r l a  p r e s e n t s  c o n v e n t io n  l e  ,  
c a r a c t è r e  d 'é q u i t é  que r e c h e r c h e n t  l e s  d e u x  p a r t i e s  
c o n t r a c t a n t e s ,  i l  e s t  s t i p u l é  q u 'u n  d ix iè m e  au  
m o in s  du  m o n ta n t n e t  que  p r o d u i r a  a u  T r é s o r  f r a n ç a i s  
l ' e x p l o i t a t i o n  d e s  m in e s  c o n c é d é e s  p o u r r a  e t r e ^ a d m is  
e n  re m b o u rse m e n t d e s  f r a i s  de g u e r r e  o c c a s io n n é e  à  
l a  P ra n c e  p a r  l a  cam pagne de 1862 e t  1 8 6 3 , comme 
c o m p e n sa tio n  de l a  s u s  d i t e  c o n c e s s io n .

A r t i c l e  8

Une c o n v e n t io n  u l t é r i e u r e  r é g l e r a  e n t r e  l e s  
d eu x  G o u v ern em en ts  l e s  c o n d i t i o n s  du  m a in t ie n  d 'u n  
c o rp s  d 'o c c u p a t i o n  f r a n ç a i s  a u  M exique a  d a t e r  du  
1®^ J a n v i e r  1 8 6 4 , s i  c e t t e  o c c u p a t io n  e s t  ju g é e  
n é c e s s a i r e  p o u r  a c h e v e r  d 'y  r é t a b l i e r  l ' o r d r e  e t  l a  
p a i x .

A r t i c l e  9

L a p r é s e n t e  c o n v e n t io n  s e r a  r a t i f i é e  d a n s  l e  
p l u s  b r e f  d é l a i  p o s s i b l e  e t  l e s  r a t i f i c a t i o n s  s e r o n t  
é c h a n g é e s  à  l a  v i l l e  de  M exico d a n s  l 'e s p a c e  de 
q u a t r e  m o is .

En f o i  de  q u o i l e s  P l é n i p o t e n t i a i r e s  c i - d e s s u s  
l ' o n t  s ig n é  e t  y  o n t  a p p o sé  l e u r s  s c e a u x  r e s p e c t i f s .

F a i t  a  l a  v i l l e  de  M exico en  t r o i s  o r i g in a u x  
d o n t  d e u x , p o u r  L a M a je s té  l 'E m p e re u r  d e s  F r a n ç a i s  
e t  un  p o u r  l e  G ouvernem en t M e x ic a in , l e  v i n g t  s e p t  
j o u r  du  m ois de  F é v r i e r  l ' a n  de g r a c e ,  m il  h u i t  
c e n t  s o i x a n te  q u a t r e .

Le M arq u is  de  M o n th o lo n  

J .  M igue l A rro y o  

M. C a s t i l l o
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