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LETTER

FROM THE

SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR,

TRANSMITTING,

In response to Senate resolution of February 5, 1883, a report conceriing
depredations on the public timber in the Territory of Montana.

FEBRUARY 13, 1333.—Referred to the Committee on Public Lands and ordered to be
printed.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
Washington, D. C., February 12, 1833.

SIR: In answer to Senate resolution of the 5th instant, calling for in-
formation concerning depredations on publie timber in the Territory of
Montana, I have the honor to transmit herewith report on the subject
by the Commissioner of the General Land Office of the 10th instant.

Very respectfully,
H. M. TELLER,
Secretary.
The Hon. PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE pro tempore.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
GENERAL LAND OFFICE,
Washington, D. C., February 10, 1883.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, by refereuce from
the department, of Senate resolution of the 5th instant, viz:

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior he directed to inform the Senate
whether any complaints have been made, examinations had, and reports filed in his
office as to trespass upon, cutting, and carrying away pine tnnber from unsurveyed
lands at the head of Tongue River or other points in Montana,

In reply, I will state that no formal report or letter of complaint has
ever been received at this office in reference to any depredations upon
the public timber lands in the section of country designated by the
resolution of the Senate.

There is, however, on file in this office a report received from the
register of the land office at Miles City, Mont., under date of No-
vember 5, 1881, charging Mathias Ilgen and others with the unlawful
cutting and removing of timber from public lands in township 8 north,
range 47 east of the principal meridian; which would locate the said
trespass about the mouth of Tongue River.

This trespass was investigated, and proposition of settlement accepted
by the honorable Secretary, under date of April 5, 1882,






