








4 TREATIES WITH THE SIOUX INDIANS.

that they were open to settlement under the preémption laws, and
under this beliet many persons have settled upon them in good faith
and made valuable improvements, and who should be allowed the
benefit of those laws.

It also appears that a small portion of the lower or eastern part of
the reservation, retained by the Indians on the south side of the Min-
nesota river, was included in the public surveys, which were made
anterior to the formal survey and establishment of the eastern boundary
of the reservation. The surveys having been returuned to the land
office of the district in which the reserve 1s situated, and notice thereof
given by the register as required by law, all the lands embraced
therein were belicved to be public land, and were commenced to be
settled accordingly, and it was not, until the survey and establishment,
in 1859, of the castern boundary of the reservation, that the fact stated
of a small portion of the reservation having been included in the
public surveys, was ascertained. In the meantime some thirty or forty
persons, with their families, settled thereon in good faith, and made
valuable improvements in the expectation of securing homesteads for
themsclves under the laws granting preémptions. The situation of
these persons has been made the subject of a memorial from the legis-
lature of Minnesota to the President of the United States, now before
the committee, in which it is stated that some of said settlers had been
allowed to enter their claims at the proper land office before the estab-
lishment of the eastern boundary of the reservation, and had paid the
government therefor; and ‘“that upon one of the claims thus entered
and paid for a saw-mill, and other 1mprovements, in addition to agri-
cultural improvements of great value, have been wmade.””  And 1t is
prayed, in the memorial, that steps be immediately taken to relieve
the settlers by the purchase of the tract ot land in question of the
Indians; or, if that be not practicable, that the government ‘“‘indem-
nify the white settlers upon said land for the improvements made by
them, and the price paid by them for such lands as they have entered.””

After mature consideration of the subject, the committee have come
to the conclusion that the best way of settling the difficulty that has
thus arisen, and, at the same time, of doing justice to the innocent
settlers on the Indian lands, will be to authorize them to retain, with
the consent of the Indians, a quarter section cach of the land settled
upon by them, to include their improvements, upon their paying the
minimum value of one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre therefor,
From the letter of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs to the chair-
man of the committee, hereto annexed, it will be seen that the depart-
ment expresses its approval of this arrangement, and does not antici-
pate any difficulty in obtaining the assent of the Indiaus thereto.

The committee submit the accompanying resolutions for the considera-
tion of the Senate, and respectfully recommend their adoption.









