36ra CONGRESS, SENATE. Rep. Coxt.
1st Sesston. No. 161.

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES.

Marcn 29, 1860.—Ordered to be printed.

Mr. Davis made the following

REPORT.

[To accompany bill S. 11.]

The Committee on Military Affairs and the Militia, to whom was re-
Jerred Senate bill No. 11, ‘“making an appropriation for the payment
of the expenses incurred by the people of the Territories of Oregon and
Washington in the suppression of Indian hostilities therein, in the years
1855 and 1856, having had the same under consideration, report :

That a disastrous and general war with the Indians existed in
Washington and Oregon Territories in 1855 and 1856, and that these
Territories incurred an onerous debt in the prosecution of this war.

The threatened extermination of the whole white population
prompted the governor of the Territory of Oregon, as authorized by
the local leglslature to call out two regiments of mounted men (the
ninth regiment being already in the field) and, from time to time,
other txoops within the limifs of the laws, as the exigencies of the ser~
vice required; so that during these hostilities from 2,500 to 4,600 men
were engaged in the defense of that Territory. In Oregon from one
to two thousand men were called out, to repel the savages who threat-
ened to massacre the frontier population.

During the session of 1855-6, the Oregon legislature passed ““An
act for the payment of the volunteers,”” which allowed four dollars
per day for man and horse; but the Territory of Washington passed
no laws on the subject.

Conceding the necessity for calling out these volunteers, and that
they were called out by competent authority, the obligation has been
recognized to reimburse all necessary and proper e\pendltm es incurred
by these Territories in suppressing these hostilities.

The Washington and Oregon war claims were presented for pay-
ment in 1856, “when Congress authorized the Secretary of War to
appoint a board of commissioners to examine and report them to him;
and Captains A. J. Smith and Rufus Ingalls, United States army, and
Hon. Lafayette Grover being so appointed, reported, in October, 1857,
(Ex. Doc. No. 24, Thirty-fiftth Congress, first session,) that the amount
due by these Territories for this war was $6,011,497 36.






