


2 INVESTIGATION OF DISPOSITION MADE OF INDIAN LANDS

tribe has ever had any benefit from the same, for while we were located
in Kansas there was no school conducted there, and while living heve
it is impracticable for us to avail owrselves of the benefits of said scehool
if the privilege shounld be extended to us., .

This land, set apart by us for the cducation of our children, has
become very valuable, and we are satisfied that there is now in Ifranklin
County, Kansas, property of the value of over two hundred thousand
dollars, which belongs to us, being land and the avails of land set dp(nt
by us for educational purposes.

By the treaty of 1867, the provisions ot the treaty of 1362 relative to
schools were continued in force.

We have heretofore requested and urged that this property be dis-
posed of and the proceeds invested, in order that the interest may be
used in the support of schools at our present home. The whole subject
has been before the Department for two years past, and we cannot learn
that anything has been definitely determined ; aud we are informed that
the Department has not been able to obtain, or at le: st has not obtained,
control ot said property, but that it is, and has been, in the possession
and under the control and management of irresponsible parties, who
decline to render account to any one, and who assert that they have in
some manner obtained a right of ownership ot which they cannot he
dispossessed.

This we are unable to understand. The property is ours, the same
being our land or the proceeds thereot., We have, by agreement with
the Government in the form of treaty, created all the authority there
has been for disposing of or controlling the same, and we think that the
power to control the same still rests with ns and the Government. We
have expeeted that the Secretary of the Interior would, in accordance
with our request, take possession of this property as our guardian, and
control and dispose of the same in our interest; but as he has not done
this, we presume it must be because he does not consider that existing
treaties confer power for definite action.

If this be the case, we respecttully ask that Congress will by law give the
Secretary of the Interior power to take possession of this property, to
cause a full investigation to be made, to compel an accountability from
those who have been in possession, and to dispose of’ the same by sale
in the manner deemed most advisable, and after the payment of the
expenses of the investigation, sale, &e., have the remainder of the pro-
ceeds invested in United States bonds, the interest to be expended for
our benefit.

We understand that it is claimed that donations have been made to
aid the school provided to be established by the treaty of 1862, In re-
eard to this we know nothing; but we are willing any such donation
may be refunded, as we dome 0111)' what is Jawinlly, legitimately, and
ecquitably our own. In this connection we desive, however, to say that
we totally and wholly repudiate and protest age un.sb the (](lll]l of any
parties to dictate to us what shall be done with our school property,
simply because they have possession of it Its disposition is a matter
to be lett entirely with the Government, onr Tawful guardian, and our-
selves, and our desire in this respect we have hereinbefore indicated.

We arve a, comparatively uneducated and helpless people, without
remedy in the conrts, and we carnestly ask that attention may he given
to this matter, which has been =o long delayed.

We feel satisfied that the Department will not perniit this property to
be longer withheld from us, and that an intetligent and just Congress






