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To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled :

The undersigned, representatives of the Osage Nation of Indians,
would very respectfully beg leave to invite the attention of your honor-
able bodies to our protest laid before you at your last session, protest-
ing against the establishment of a territorial government of the United
States over our country and people without our consent, and in that
connection to inform you that we still protest against the establishment
of such a government over us.

The establishment of such a government over the Indians of the In-
dian eountry would ;be in plain violation of your treaty obligations with
our nation, as well as your treaties with Cherokees, Creeks, Seminoles,
Choctaws, and Chickasaws, and other Indians of this country, and would
be a breach of good faith, which, if committed by one individual toward
another, would cause the party offending to be ignored by all good so-
ciety.,

In the making of the Indian treaties all advantages have been on the
side of the Government, because all know that generally your officers
have written out the treaties, and have given us to understond that we
had to sign them, and we have done so. In many cases the Indians
have been forced at the point of the bayonet to sign these treaties, and
have been removed and located in the Indian Territory by force, under
the most solemn pledges of protection, as in the cases of the Cherokees,
Creeks, Seminoles, Choctaws, and Chickasaws, &e.

The Seminoles were hunted up in Florida with blood-hounds, and
when they were removed west six hundred of them were chained and
haundcuffed. Many of the Creeks were removed in chains, and the
Cherokees and Choctaws had the Army of the United States behind
them when they removed ; so also our people, the Osages, were driven
away from our home in Kansas, some of our people being dreadfully
abused by the whites, and in some cases actually murdered. But we
were all promised protection in our new home in the Indian Territory,
The country that we now live in is our own. We have bought it and
paid the money for it, according to a law you passed yourselves, and at
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to the parties claiming them in any ¢ Territory of the United States”
unconditionally. At present you know we are not embraced in any
“Territory of the United States,” and the object of the grantees of our
lands seems, therefore, to be to create our country into a territorial
government in order to have their land-grants fulfilled.

Please to examine the grants, and in so doing we think you will find
what is sometimes called “a nigger in the wood-pile,” and which will
give you a key by which you may unlock the motives and consciences,
and look therein, of those who are pleading humanity, in order to de-
stroy us with territorial bills.

We ask that these conditional land-grants be repealed, and by ex-
amining their chartered acts, you will find that Congress has reserved
the right to repeal them. We have heard a great deal of talk all over
the country, and have seen many notices in newspapers, to the effect
that the chairman of the present Board of Indian Commissioners is
treasurer and secretary of the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad- Company,
that holds the largest one of the land-grants referred to over the lands
in our country. We do not know whether thisis so or not, and we
therefore do not make any charges, because we do not wish to malign
anybody, much less the board. We hope that such is not really the
case, for we feel that if an Osage were treasuver of the Atlantic and
Pacific Railroad Company, he would be the last man to accept the
management of the said board, becanse Madam Rumor, with her thou-
sand tongues, would be sure to cry out that said Osage accepted said
trust to help his road get the Indian lands. An Osage has too much
self-respect to do such a thing, and we give the president of the board
credit for being as modest and honest as any Osage. We have heard
that newspapers say that a minority of this board have recommended
since their late visit in the Territory the establishment of some sort of a
territorial governmentover us, and that the Indians would consent to such
a government. In reply to this we have to say that these four members
of the board do not understand us. The Osages, to @ man, and we are
confident that all the Indians of this country, are opposed to such a
change. The Indians do not want it. Our treaties do not warrant it.
The confederation of the Indian tribes under the auspices of the general
Indian council has been effected under our treaties, and works well, and
is well understood. A territorial government would open our doors to
immigration from the whites of all grades, and thereby debar the intro-
duction of other Indians, as provided for by our treaties, and would
soon break up our nations and tribes and destroy our people, and our
lands would go to squatters and railroads, and oar moneys would be
absorbed and squandered by those who have no right to them. We
pray you not to establish a territorial government over the Indians until
they agree to it according to treaty stipulations.

We have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servants
and brothers:

Bia CHIEF, Chief of Big Chiefs, Band of Osages. [His x mark.]

BrAck Dog, Chief of Black Dog’s Band. [His x mark.]

TAH-WOH-CHU-KEE, Chief of Big Hill Band. [His x mark.]

WHITE HAIR, Chief of White Hair Band. [His x mark.]

NEH-CHA-WAH-HAA, Chief of Second Big Hill Band. [His x mark.]

JAMES BIGHEART, Chief Bear Band. ‘

LirTLE CHIEF, Chief of Little Osage Band. [His x mark.]

MASCHOLARKEY, Second Chief Big Chiefs Band. [His x mark.]

HARD RoPE, War Chief of Osages. [His x mark.]

WAHR-TI-INKA, Chief Councillor. [His x mark.]







