


2 BLACK BOB RESERVATION.

seattered among the different tribes, eking out a miserable existence,
while too poor to occcupy and improve the land purchased for them by
the common funds ot the tribe.

For the white soldier, who owed allegiance, the Government has most
generously provided with increased pay and bounty, and when disabled,
granted him a pension ; gave pension also to the widow and children of
the deceased soldier.

The Shawnees, who owed no allegiance to the Government, which re-
quired them to take up arms in its defense, furnished more soldiers, in
proportion to the census of the tribe, than any State in the Union; and
many of them, on account of their loyalty, were despoiled ot all their
goods, driven from their homes, which were burned, and the greater
portion of their lands being appropriated by white settlers. For more
than ten long years have the Biack Bob Shawunees been compelled in a
great measare to live upon the meager charities of their poor triends,
while driven by necessity irom place to place, until their sufferings
through poverty have brought more than halt of their number to the
grave.

Congress (through the influence and instigation of men who, in open
violation of law, have been for the last ten years trespassing upon the
lands of this tribe) fails ever to grant justice to these homeless, poverty-
stricken Indians.

Notwithstanding the Government had entered into the most solemn
obligations to protect them in their personal and.their property rights,
and had asswned to be their guardian and special protector, it has, by
the passage of said 14th section, virtually driven these poor Shawnees
from their homes to starve among strangers, and given their lands in
possession to the lawless trespassers thereou,

We have been unable to comprebend the reason for this aet of injus-
tice, unless it shall be found in the fact that the white trespasser alone,
and not the poor Indian, has the disposal of the ballot.

We would therefore npiost respectiully make this our last appeal in
behalf of the Black Bob Shawnees, and ask that the Department urge
upon Congress an early repeal of said 14th section, and thus enable
said Shawnees to sell their lands and apply the proceeds to the con-
struction of homes and the procurement of the necessaries and com-
forts of life, of which they have so long been deprived.

I this cannot be accomplished, then in the name of common human-
ity let us have “further action ot Congress in relation thereto,” men-
tioned in said section, as shall settle this case at once and torever; tor
it they are to be deprived of all they righttully own to satisty the crav-
ings of a few lawless men and their representative, our people wish to
be relieved of a suspense which alone is too grievous to be borne.

For a more explicit statement and history of the case, we refer the
Department to Ex. Doc. No. 130, Forty-first Congress, third session.

Cherokee Nation, December, 1373.

CHARLES TUCKER, 1st chief.
LIsVI FLINT, 2d chief.
Witness :

DUpLEY TUCKER, ]
JOsSEPH FLINT, his x mark. . .
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JONATHAN BLACKFEATHER, his x mark, { Councilmen
DAVID BLACKFEATHER, his x mark. Y
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