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announcing their action were addressed to the commission. (See cor-
respondence in Appendix 24.) On the receipt of this information, the
Secretary of the Interior applied to the Indian Office for the location
of the various mission schools in the Indian country, and finding
but little information on the subject in that office, applied to the
secretary of the board, requesting him to furnish information, and to
draw up an outline sketch of how the agencies should be allotted
to the several missionary societies. (See Appendix 25.) The brief
report which the secretary of the board made in reply to this request
was accompanied with a map, on which was marked out, in difterent
hues with water color, the various Indian agencies and the Christian
denominations to which they could be assigned in harmony with the
mission work already begun at the agencies. This letter and map
formed the initial guide to the present allotments. Some portions
of the Indian country, such as California, Oregon, and Washington Ter-
ritory, were left unassigned. They have sinee been assigned to the Meth-
odist and Catholic churches. The Nez Perces reservation in Idaho and
the Umatilla in Oregon were, by mistake, assigned, the former to the
Roman Catholics and the latter to the Methodists. On the visit of the
secretary of the board to that country in the fall he discovered the error,
and on his reporting the facts to the Interior Department, by direction
of the President, the errors were corrected.

ACT OF CONGRESS GRANTING SUPERVISORY POWERS TO THE BOARD.

Towards the close of the last session of Congress statements were
made at the office of the board, by persons whose positions apparently
afforded them opportunity for obtaining correct information, that large
contracts for beef, flour, &c., were being given out by the Commissioner
of Indian Affairs without advertising, and at prices considerably beyond
what ought to have been paid. Without giving credence to these
stories, the seeretary of the board inquired of the Commissioner of In-
dian Affairs if any contracts had been given and at what prices. He
promptly informed the secretary that a large contract had lately been
given out without advertising, but that the prices were low, and that
the reason he had so hurriedly made the purchases was because of the
immediate need of food in Dakota, &e. At aninterview had soon after
with the Secretary of the Interior the secretary of the board referred to
these complaints and gave the honorable Commissioner’s explanation of
them. Secretary Cox said he had heard such stories, but that he believed
them unworthy of notice. A few days later, in an interview on other
points with the chairmen of the Committees on Indian Appropriations
for the Senatc and House of Representatives, these gentlemen asked
the seerctary of the board if he had heard these rumors; he told them
hie had, and gave them the Cominissioner’s explanation and the opinion
of the Secretary of the Interior. They then inquired what were the
powers of the commission in such an emergency. The secretary then
showed to them the executive order of the President, granting power to
the beard of commissioners to examine all accounts, reports, contracts,
&e.  After considering the subject they resolved to give this order the
form of law and place it in the body of the Indian appropriation bill,
then before these committees. They then introduced the following
amendinents to section 3 of the act making appropriation for the
expenses of the Indian Department for the year ending June 30, 1871 :

And the commission of citizens serving without pay appointed by the President un-
der the provisions of the fourth section of the act of April 10, 1869, is hereby contin-
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ted so long as the appropriation heretofore made for their expenses shall last.  And it
shall e the duty of said commissioners to supervise all expenditures of money appro-
priated for the benelit of Indians in the United States, and to inspect all goods pur-
chased for said Indians in conuection with the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, whose
duty it shall be to consalt said commission in making purchases of such goods.

When this clause was read by Secretary Cox, a doubt arose in his
mind as to its meaning; ¢ whether so specific as that an official repre-
sentative of the board should audit all bills of the Indian Department
or not? or “whether it was only general in its application;” and on
consulting with some of the members of the Senate Committee on Ap-
propriations he said they had concluded that it meant simply that the
board should exercise general supervision, having knowledge of, and
to be consulted about, all contracts, purchases of goods, payments
of money, &e., made by the Indian Department. Seeing that there
might be a question raised as to its real meaning, and wishing to be for-
titied with the opinion of those who had framed the bill, the secretary
of the board addressed a note of inquiry to the Hon. Aaron A. Sar-
gent, of the House Sub-Committee on Indian Appropriations, (see Ap-
pendix 26,) and received trom him the reply from which the following
is an extract:  (See Appendix 27.)

Congress desires that your commission shall oversee and advise in all contracts for,
or purchases of, Indian goods ; shall see that the articles bonght are suitable and the
prices reasonable ; that the kind and amount of goods contracted for ave delivered ;
that annuitics are properly paid; that presents are justly and judiciously given; in
short, that you shall supervise all oxpenditures of money appropriated for the Iudians.
Tt makes it the duty also of the Indian Commissioner to consult your board in all pur-
chases for the Tudians,  You do not expend the money, for that is the duty of the Com-
missiouer, but you have a right to know of and advise in all expenditures, all receipts
for goods, &e. In case of a difference of opinion between your board and the officer
charged with the disbursements, you can only advise and report to the Sceretary the
fucts which induce your dissent.

On the 3d of June, 1870, the chairman of the board addressed a
letter to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, asking when he proposed
to make the purchase of annuity goods, and informed him that the sub-
committee of the board were ready to assist him whenever he should
ask for their aid. (See Appendix 28.) A reply was not received to
this note until the 18th of July, when the Commissioner answered that
Ire would be in New York on the21st of the month (he afterwards post-
poned it to the 27th) with a view to making the necessary purchases,
and that he weuld be happy to meet any of the commissioners. The
board was immediately called to meet in New York, to advise with the
Comimissioner in regard to purchases. (See report on purchases.) At
the same time communications were received from the Commissioner of
Indian Aftairs, through the Secretary of the Interior, asking that mem-
bers of the board be requested to visit Red Cloud and the Ogallalla Sioux
near Fort Laramie, to locate an ageney and trading post; to visit Spotted
Tail and the Brulé Sioux on the Missouri River, to select a new reser-

ration for them on the White River; (see report on visiting Red Cloud ;)

to visit the Osages in Southern I ansas, and arrange with them for the
sale of their lands and removal to the Indian Territory; (see report on
visiting Osages;) also, to witnesg certain large payments of money to
the Pottawatomies, Quapaws, Creeks, and other Indian tribes in Kansas
and Indian Territory. (Sce report on payment of Quapaws.)

Felix R. Brunot and Robert Campbell were the comnmittee appointed
to visit Red Cloud and Spotted Tail, and John V. Farwell, John D.
Lang, and Vincent Colyer were appointed a committee to attend to the
business with the Osages and to supervise the payment to the Quapaws,
Creeks, and other tribes. John V. Farwell and Vincent Colyer were
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also appointed & committee to visit, inspect, and report upon the con-
dition of the Indian tribes on the Pacific slope.

PURCIIASING THE ANNUITY GOODS.

The committee on purchases of Indian goods of last year, Messrs.
George H. Stuart, Robert Campbell, William . Dodge, and John V.
Farwell, were continued for the present year. This committee, with the
Commissioner of Indian Affairs, proceeded at once to arrange for the
purchase and inspection of the annuity goods for the ensuing year. *

An improvement on the old method of advertising for goods was in-
troduced, by which parties proposing to sell should furnish samples of
their goods, with the prices attached, instead of being compelled, as
heretofore, to conforin to a sawmple on hand in the Indian Department,
which sample, being the work of one party, it was perhaps impossible
for another dealer to furnish, while, at the same time, it might be that
he could furnish another superior article at less price. Great care was
also taken by this committee to see that sufticient publicity was given
to the advertisement for proposals, and that copies reached most of the
reliable merchants and manufacturers engaged in the business,and bids
were directed to be received for specific articles and quantities, instead
of for classes, containing different kinds of goods, as heretofore has
been the practice. ’

Provision was alsc made for the most thorough inspection of the
goods by an appointee of the board, to see that they conformed to the
samples before being accepted. The successful and marked result of
these measures is more fully set forth in the report of the sub-commit-
tee on purchases, which will be found annexed. The goods purchased
were of a better quality than has been supplied to the Indian Depart-
ment for many years, and were furnished at prices much below what
they weuld have been under the old methods of purchasing.

The committee who visited the Osages accomplished their object in &
satisfactory manner, and it is now believed that this tribe will go to
their new homes in the Indian Territory cheerfully, feeling that their
removal is an act of their own choice, and that the Government has
dealt with them justly and liberally. Tor interesting details on this
subject, sec the accompanying report of the committee on visiting the
Osages, herewith annexed.

VISIT TO RED CLOUD.

Commissioners Brunot and Campbell, appointed ¢ to visit Red Cloud
and Ogallalla Stoux, to encourage the peacetul disposition evinced by
the chiefs, and to inspire themn with confidence in the just intentions of
the Government toward them,” were also requested to secure a suitable
place for Red Cloud’s agency within the Indian country, and superin-
tend the delivery of the annuity goeds. This committee held important
councils at Fort Laramie with the Northern Cheyennes, Arapahoes,
Minneconjoux, Sioux, and a portion of the Bralés. They also held coun-
eils at Idenver, in Colorado, with Colorado’s band of Utes. At Omaha
they inspected the working of the northern superintendency in Nebraska,
under the care of N. Ii. Janney. Owing to the delays commeon to nego-
tiations in which Indians are a party, this committee spent nearly two
months in that field, and hence were cempelled to forego their intended
visit to the Sioux on the Missouri River. Accompanying this will be
found a general report of the work of this committee on their visit to
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IDAIIO AND NORTIIEASTERN.

Commissioner Colyer, while examining into the condition of Indian
affairs in Idaho, at Boise City, became convinced that the office of gen-
eral superintendent of that Territory was unnecessary and ought to be
dispensed with ; he telegraphed this opinion to the Secretary of the In-
terior, who, under the direction of the President, promptly abolished
the office. He visited the Umatilla reservation in Oregon and the Nez
Perces reservation in Idaho, and returned by way of Portland and San
Francisco, and obtained much information coneerning the condition of
Indian affairs in Alaska. For details of this tour see report of Commis-
sioner Colyer on his trip to Idaho and Oregon, herewith annexed.

THE COUNCIL AT OCKMULGEE, INDIAN TERRITORY.

It being deemed important that a committee of this board should at-
tend a convention of the different tribes to form a confederation, or ter-
ritorial government in the Indian Territory, agreeably to their treaty
stipulations, the chairman appointed Commissioners Robert Campbell,
John V. Farwell, and John D. Lang to visit the counsel at Ockmulgee.
A full report of their visit to this important and interesting council
is herewith annexed.

Regarding this movement among the Indians for local government
in the Indian Territory framed by themselves, and their willingness to
invite thie wild tribes to become their neighbors, to engage in agricul-
tural pursuits, and to participate in their proposed government, as
hopeful indications of a more rapid progress of civilization. The board
passed the following resolution at its meeting January 16, 1871 :

Resolved, That this board respectfully and earnestly solicit the President of the United
States to recommend to Congress such legislation as may be deemed necessary to en-
eourage and secure permanency to the government organized by the Indians, in the
Indian Territory, for the benefit of themselves and their race; and also such legisla-
tion as may be deemed necessary for the absolute protection of the Indian Territory,
both east and west of the ninety-sixth parallel of west longitude, from settlement by
the whites, in order that it may be preserved permanently for the location of such other
tribes of Indians as may from time to time be induced to settle thereon ; and that this
resolution be forwarded by the chairman of the board to the President of the United
States, throngh the Secretary of the Interior.

THE APACHES OF ARIZONA AND NEW MEXICO.

In the report of the board of last year, (pages 54 and 55,) attention
was called to the condition of the Apache Indians of Arizona and New
Mexico, and of the wish of a portion of that tribe to come in and settle
on a reservation. The information contained therein, which was obtained
from the personal visit of the secretary of the board, as well as from the
reports of the agent of the Indian Department, was accompanied with
the recommendation ¢ that they should be attended to without delay, and
many lives and much treasure could thus be saved.”

Following up this recomendation, efforts were made to have an ap-
propriation for these Apaches inserted in the Indian appropriation bill
of last year, but without suceess. Since that time, a very limited amount
of subsistence, all that the Department felt free to allow, has been dealt
out to them.

On his return from Idalo, the secretary of the board, finding that
nothing adequate to meet this emergency had yet been inangurated, ad-
dressed a communication to the Secretary of the Interior, requesting
him to recommend to Congress that an appropriation of $100,000 be
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made for bringing these Apaches of Arizona and New Mexico upon res-
ervations, and for subsisting and civilizing them for the ensuing year,
and that of this amount $30,000 be asked for as a speeial approprigtion
to meet the immediate necessities of the Department. (See Appendix
29.)

The Secretary of the Interior transmitted this communication to the
House of Representatives with a letter heartily concurring in the recom-
mendation, in which he says: ¢Believing this method far better than
continuing to endeavor to subdue them by military force, which, aside
from its cruelty, would cost millions.”

The Honorable Aaron A. Sargent, of the Sub-Committee on Indian
Appropriations of the House of Representatives, to whom the letter was
officially addressed, having a thorough knowledge of the facts and be-
lieving in the necessity of the act, immediately reported a bill to the
House making a special appropriation of $30,000, which the House
passed the hour it was reported, and inserting a clause in the annual
appropriation bill appropriating $70,000 for the ensuing year.

Doubts having arisen in the minds of some of the Senators as to the
necessity of special legislation tomeet the emergency, the bill waslaid over
until after the holidays. Meanwhile the secretary of the board having
called on the President npon other business, mentioned the sitnation to
him, and the President directed the secretary to ask the Adjutant Gen-
eral of the Ariny to draw ap an order for himn to sign, directing that
these Apache Indians be supplied by the Subsistence Department of the
Army with such subsistence as could be spared without injury to the
serviece, the cost to be refunded by the Indian Department on the pas-
sage of thisbill. (See Appendix 30.) The order was made out December
23, 1870, signed by the President, and telegraphed to General George
W. Getty, commanding the department of New Mexico, who telegraphed
on the 29th ‘‘that the articles required are fresh beef and corn, of whick
there is no surplus in the district.” (See Appendix 31%)

The commission are in hopes that the Senate will pass this appropri-
ation at an early day, and that before another year the board may report
as peaceful relations with the Apaches of Arvizona as with any other
tribes under the care of the Government.

Remembering the great good which resulted tfrom the visit of Red
Cloud and other Sioux chiefs to the East last year, and considering the
loss of life and expense which the war with the Apaches has cost, on
the Tth of January the secretary of the board addressed a letter to the
President, submitting to his consideration the question whether it would
not be wise and eeonomiecal to invite Cochise and other Apache chiefs to
visit Washington. This snggestion received the approval of the Honor-
able Commissioner of Indian Affairs and the Secretary of the Interior,
and was by the I’resident promptly submitted to Congress. (See Ap-
pendix 317%)

CONFERENCE WITH THE CIRISTIAN MISSIONARY SOCIETIES.

Wishing to have a clear understanding with the Christian societies
enlisted in caring for the Indians, the board invited eacli society to send
one or more delegates to attend a conference with the board (then.in
session in Washington) on this subject, to be held in Washington on the
13th of January, 1871. Nearly all the societies sent representatives to
the conference, who expressed their views in a series of resolutions,
showing a deep interest in the enterprise and a readiness to give a cor-
dial gooperation to the Government in all its endeavors to improve the
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condition of the Indians. At this conference (see Appendix 32) the
Secretary of the Interior was present and expressed his deep interest in
the object of the nmctmg, and gave assurances of the cordial support of
the Government to the missionary hocicties in this work. Inthe absence
of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs a proposition was submitted to
the Secretary of the Interior from the Acting Cominissioner of Indian
Affairs as to the economy and wisdom of freczing the supply of beef
among the Sioux Indian agenecies on the Missouri River, and the Sec-
retary ordered the question to be submitted to the secretary of the board
for an opinion. ITe reported in favor of freezing the stock on hand, the
property of the Government, and of allowing the contractor, Mr. Morrow,
to do the same with the supply required for January, February, and
March, at the eontractor’s own risk.

CONCLUSION.

In conclusion, the commissioners feel that the Government and people
of this country have abundant evidence of the overruling goodness of
God in awakening a general public sentiment in behalf of the Indians,
in averting a border war, promnoting peace, inspiring just legislation, and
opening the way for educatm , civilizing, and christianizing the Indians
of this land.

The board have found nothing in the experience of the past year to
call for any material changes in the recommendations of last year’s
report. It is deemed unnecessary to repeat them here, and such specific
recommendations as seemed to us important have been submitted in
detail during the year. The act of the President in delegating to the
Christian missionary boards the nomination of the agents who have in
their eontrol all the minor appointments on the reservations, is emni-
nently wise and humane; wise in its plan for aecomplishing the good,
and humane in its design for the elevation of an unfortunate race.

The board desire to express their increased confidence in the Presi-
dent’s treatinent of the Indian question, and their firm belief that the

sourse which has been entered upon will, if persevered in, lead to a
perfect success.

To the President, to yourself, and to Ex-Secretary Cox, your prede-
cessor, the board are under many obligations; and to the Commissioner
of Indian Affairs and the Department officers, for uniform courtesy.
To General Sherman and those officers of the Army with whom the
members of the board have had official intercourse in their visits to the
Indian country, they are indebted for a ready coiperation and many
courtesies.

Respectfully submitted.

FELIX R. BRUNOT, Pittsburg, Pa.,
C hairman.
ROBERT CAMPBELL, St. Louis.
NATHAN BISHOP, New York.
WILLIAM E. DODGE, New York.
JOHN V. FARWELL, Chicago.
GEORGE H. STUART, Philadelphia..
EDWARD 8. TOBEY, Boston.
JOHN D. LANG, Me.
VINCENT (/()LYFR New York,
Secretery.
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whites, and are considered to be superior in disposition and intelligence
to the Indians generally. This band has always lived near the settle-
ments, and, although the people seem anxious to get rid of them, care-
ful inquiry into their conduct failed to elicit any more serious charge
against them than a fear of their presence. It is admitted that they
do not steal or commit any serious depredations upon the settlers. The
patient and friendly forbearance of these Indians towards the occupants
of their lands would seem to entitle their request to remain for awhile
in the home of their fathers to favorable consideration; and yet, experi-
ence with other tribes indicates that it is hardly possible to remain
without having disagreement and collision with the whites, sooner or
later.

To attempt at once forcibly to place them upon the reservation and
keep them there would probably lead to a war with all the Utes and the
loss of many lives upon the frontier in Colorado. It would cost millions
of dollars, and success would be very doubtful.

The commissioners are of the opinion that Pe-ah’s band should not be
required to go to the reservation at present, and that the superintendent
should be authorized to deliver to them their annuities at some point
less remote from Denver. This opinion we understood to be concurred
in by Governor McCook.

START FOR FORT LARAMIE,

On returning to Cheyenne, learning that the annuity goods for Red
Cloud, which had been shipped from New York on the 1st, would reach
Cheyenne on the 17th, we arranged to start for Fort Laramie on Mon-
day, 19th. On reaching the fort on the evening of the 21st we regretted
to find that, with the exeeption of bands of Northern Cheyennes under
Dull Knife, a band of Brulé Sioux and a few Ogallallas, the Indians had
not arrived. We again sent messengers to hasten Red Cloud’s move-
ments, but the chief did not reach Fort Laramie until the evening of
October 4.

COUNCIL WITH RED CLOUD AND OTHER CHIEFS.

On the 5th a council was held at which Red Cloud, Man-afraid-of his-
horses, Red Dog, American Horse, Red Leaf, Grass, and a large num-
ber of Ogallalla and Minneconjou chiefs and braves, were present.

The comimissioners were satisfied that the delay was owing to the
fact that Red Coud, anxious to procure unanimity in the conclusions of
the various bands, and to have the largest possible number present
and agreeing to the council, had been visiting and holding talks with all
of them for that purpose. As they were all in the buffalo country, three
hundred to four hundred miles distant, and scattered over an extensive
area, his work, necessarily done in the Indian deliberative way, was one
requiring time.

RED CLOUD COMPLAINS OF VIOLATION OF TREATY.

At the council Red Cloud complained that the Great Father had told
him no white man should go north of the Platte, but now white men had
gone along the Laramie (or old California) road, and others were cutting
hay on the north side about twenty-five miles from Fort Laramie. He
said he had been promised traders, and he wanted his trading post at
Ward’s old trading-house, ten miles from Fort Laramie, on the south
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request, and receipts were signed by Red Cloud and the principal chiefs.
The cases and bales were opuwd by the commissioners and exanined.
The chiefs at the samne time expressed much satisfaction with the quality

and quantity of the goods. In reply to questions, they said they wouald
prefer next time something else in the place of ]mts, coats, and panta-
loons; would prefer dark blankets to white ones, and domestics or drill-
ings to flannels, as being, in their opinion, more serviceable for women’s
wear and more gener (llly Ilht‘ﬁl] They were fearful that we might think
these expr bsmm of opinion indicated dissatisfaction, and 11151#(0(1 that
they were much pleased, but only expressed these preferences for “next
time,” becanse we {Lbk(*d them to do so.

On the wmor ning of the 8th (Saturday) Red Cloud and his head chiefs
came for a farewell talk., Ile still seemed to think he might succeed in
getting his trading post on the south side, and was again told it could
not be allowed. He asked if his people could get rations when they
came to Fort Laramnie, and was told they could not; that they must not

come to the south side of the river after the commissioners were gone.
He again spoke of their want of ammunition, and was told that dtto
there had becen a longer peace the connnissioners would ask the Govern-
ment to give them some, but conld not tell whether it would be done or
not; “ We thought it wou]d 7 Some of them asked if they could not go
to the Repubhcmn for buffalo. We told them it would be very unwise
to go there, and would be sure to get them into trouble, and besides
there were now very few buffalo there. In parting Red Cloud said he
thought his people would decide this winter to have a trading post at
Raw IIlde. He wanted them all to decide the same way. We told him
when he inade up his mind, to tell General Flint.

In the expectation that Red Cloud would ask for the post at Raw
Tide af this interview, (having been so informed by Richard the evening
before,) we had drawn up a short agreement on the subject. This was -
signed by the commmissioners and left with General Flint, and Red Cloud
informed that he would find it there when he liad made up his mind to
have the post at Raw Hide.

ROSPECTS OF FUTURE PEACL.

Our parting from the Indians (ineluding the Cheyennes and Minne-
conjous) was kindly, and we were quite satisfied with the tone and tem-
per ¢vineed by them, and have every reason to believe that they intend
to keep the peace to which they have pledged themselves.

That we may hear of an oce asional robber y of stock, or some murder
committed by “the Indians,” is to be expected. It would be unreason-
able to expect that Red Cloud ¢an maintain among his savage followers
a degree of virtue and exemption from uumnahty wore (lbsolute than
the authorities are able to secure in our most enlightened communities.

INTERVIEW WITII TIIE NORTHERN CHEYLENNIS.

On the morning of the 7th the commissioners met, by previous appoint-
ment, Medicine Mdn, Dull Knife, and other chiets of the Northern Chey-
eunes. Medicine Arrow and a number of Southern Cheyennes were also
present  We found that our interpreter did not sufticiently understand
the language, and the attempt to communicate with them by means of
a Sioux, who could speak it imperfectly, was very unsatisfactory.

The Cheyennes claim to desire peace, and they say they will do no
wrong to the whites. They prefer to remain in the Ogallalla country,
and, as Red Cloud said he was willing, we told then tlw\ might either
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remain there or go to the Southern Cheyenne reservation, but must
choose one or the other, and not go back and forth. They also wanted
ammunition, and were told they must be at peace a long time first, and
then we would ask it for them. So far as we can judge it is the inten-
tion of the Cheyennes to have peace. We gave them some presents and
rations to confirm their good intentions.

Roman Nose, Whistling Elk Walking, Little Bull, and the other Min-
neconjou chiefs, were told that no presents were sent to them, because
their agency is on the Missouri, and they must go there for their presents.
They should have rations while here, and some to last to their hunting
grounds. They seemed to cousider this satisfactory, and are well dis-
posed. They were brought to meet the commissioners by Red Cloud,
and will, we think, with him, remain peaceable. Duplicate receipts for
the annuity goods were signed by the chiefs of the Ogallallas, and are
herewith inclosed. They had been prepared previously to opening all
the cases, and it was subsequently found that two cases of satinets on
the invoice were not among the goods delivered; there were two cases
of clothing delivered which were not on the invoices or receipts.

The commissioners gave an order to Coffee & Campbell, post traders,
at Fort Fetterman, to deliver to the Cheyennes certain goods named
therein. A copy of the order will be found in the records of Mr. Fayel,
clerk.

The bill of 8. E. Ward, also for presents, amounting to $882 25, and
the bills of Leon Pallardy and John Richard for $100 and $150, re-
spectively, for services rendered, were also approved.

SUBSISTENCE OF THE INDIANS,

The commissioners desired to avoid the necessity of purchasing or
issuing the rations required for the Indians, preferring that the issue
should be made by the Commissary Department of the Army, but on
receiving information at Cheyenne that the supplies at Fort Laramie
were not sufficient to meet the expected demand, and on consultation with
Governor John A. Campbell, it was decided to order 200 sacks of flour.
Having been instructed by Hon. E. S. Parker, Commissioner of Indian
Affairs, in the event of needing supplies to apply to Augustus Kountz,
at Omaha, Governor Campbell telegraphed to him at our request, and
received in reply an offer of L. C. Curry to furnish the flour at $3 50
per sack. A telegram was also sent to the flour mills at Council Bluffs,
and a reply received offering to deliver it at Cheyenne for $3 per sack.
The flour was, therefore, ordered from General Dodge, at $3, and the
quantity increased. Subsequently to this purchase we learned from the
comn igsary that he could furnish all the supplies likely to be needed.
It was then arranged that the flour should be turned in on account, and
the issues of rations, already begun to the Indians who were gathering
at Fort Laramie and Tort Fetterman, should be continued under the
direction of the respective commanding officers, and the accounts
adjusted between the War and Indian Departments at Washington.

A request had been made by us also that the annuity goods might be
transported to Laramie by Government train. This was done to the
extent to which the transportation which could be spared, the remainder
being provided for by Governor Campbell.

You are respectfully referred to a supplementary letter for the views
of the commissioners on the subject of the agent and traders proposed
to be appointed for Red Cloud, and to the record of Mr. Tayel, clerk to
the commissioners, for details of matters referred to herein.
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wulgation of religions trnths among them, like these which are now in snceessful
operation in New York amd Massachusetts, was presented and adopted, when the con-
vention adjowrned.  Throughout the whole proceedings frequent allusions were made
to President Grant in terms of warmest praise, and the evident feeling of every memn-
ber present toward him was that of grateful friendship and atfection.

APPENDIX 35,

OCKMULGEE COUNCIL—INDIAN TERRITORY.

Tahlequah, the capital of the nation, coutains about three hundred inhabitants.
There are several hotels and boarding-honses to accommodate the legislature when in
session.  The prineipal hotel is a large two-story brick., There are 1o church build-
ings; all denominations wm‘shipping in Masonic Hall. A little outside is the Bap-
tist Mission house, established by the American Baptist Home Mission Society of New
York. The First Baptist Mission was established in 1821, while the Cherokees lived in
North Carolina, by the Board of Foreign Missions, and was afterwards transferred to
the Howe Mlssu)n Society. The bluldnw is a fiue two-story brick, and is in charge of
the Rev. John B. Jones, who has been 1(,(‘e11tly appointed Uuited States agent of the
Cherokees.

A number of members of the upper and lower lionses board at the Mission honse.
There is a post office, and a mnail three times a week each way. There are three stoves
and a weekly newspaper, ¢ The Cherokee Advocate,” which is published in Cherokee
and English by W. P. Boudinot, a native.

On a commodions clevation outside the town are seen two separate institutions in an
incomplete state, for educational purposes.

The State capitol was evected at a eost of $20,000; it is of brick, situated in the centre
of the public square, and its appearance is that of a first-class court-house in the in-
terior counties of Missouri and Illinois.

The upper and lower honses, analogous to onr Senate and House of Representatives,
have halls on the lower floor; the supreme cours room, office of the treasnrer, and vari-
ous committee rooms are on the second floor, as is also the executive ehamber, in which
is a picture of William Penn making a treaty, and a likeness of George (}uess, the in-
ventor of the Cherokee alpbabet. This body was having an extra session, called by
Chief Downing to finish np business left undone by the 1‘e«ruLu' session, wluch closed
on the 6th instaut.

On the day we arrived the new session commenced and organized. The regular ses-
sions are limited to thirty days, but the called sessions are unlimited. The senate is
composed of eighteen members, two from each of the nine districts into which the Ter-
ritory is divided ; Captain Archibald Seraper is the president.

The council, or lower house, is composd of twenty-uine members, according to the
present apportionment ; the two distriets of Tahlequah and Illinois, for instance, send-
ing each four members; the other seven distriets send three memmbers each.  Jumper
Mills is the present speaker,  Most of the speaking in the lower house is i the Chero-
kee language, but the upper house uses Cherokee and English abont equally.

RECEPTION OF THHE COMMISSIONERS:

To-day Cowmissioners Cmnpbell and Lang were invited to visit the senate chamber,
and the invitation was accepted. Mr. L‘mﬂ' remarked the contrast, he having ﬁwcnty-
eight years ago participated in ’I, council which toolk place in a 1()"‘-1111(’:, on the site of
the present capitol.  On entering the senate chamber, that body was in session. Chief
Jumper, the principal «h(vnltmlcs of the nation, and Tx-Governor Fletcher, were pres-
ent. Mr. Seraper, a (hwmh(,d looking officer, occupied the chair.  One of the senators
was dressed in lmckskm and one of the officials present wore a blanket. The cham-
ber resembled a Congrewntmual cliapel, with a modest-looking pulpit for the president;
two tables in frout tor the secretaries, the members being seated on chairs.” The pre-
liminary proceedings were comlucted with perfect (1(—'»001'11111, and according to parlia-
mentary usages. No such machinery as the “previous question” is in vogue. The
session was opened with prayer in Cherokee, by a senator kneeling by his chanr.

Some action was taken in reference to a deceased personage, when Mr. Alex. Hawk
arose and moved that a committee be appointed to inform the lower honse that the
two commissioners were present, and invited them to visit the senate chamber as a
body. The motion was carried, and a committee appointed. In a few minutes the
members of the other house, numbering twenty-seven, entered the seuate chamber in
a body, and were provided with seats.

The president addressed the commissioners, who were seated on the left, stating
that the other house was present and they would be glad to hear from them.

S. Ex. 39—
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COMMISSIONER CAMPBELL'S SPEECH.

Commisgioner Campbell entered the desk, and said that he felt grateful for the honor
done themin inviting them to be present. He and Mr. Lang were on their way to the
conncil, and felt exceedingly gratificd in seeing sueh an intelligent body, illustrating as
it did the progress made by the Cherokees frem the “ wild state,” as Colonel Adair, on a
former occasion, had expressed it.  The object of the commission is to visit the ditferent
tribes of Indians, and see if they have been property dealt with by the agents of the
Government. He hoped to see the example set by the Cherokees have its effect
upon the wild tribes, and hoped ere long to sce all the latter assembed in-conncil, as
the Cherokees. When they went out to sce these wild tribes they shounld take pleas-
ure in holding up for their imitation the example before them.  He concluded by
stating that the commissioners were on their way to Ockmulgee, and thanked those
present for their kind attention.

Commissioner Lang then came forward. He said he felt happy in having the priv-
ilege of meeting so many of his red brethren. It was abont twenty-eight years since
he visited an assembly like this, in this place, where their great men of that age, John
Ross, Jesse Bushylhead, Yonng Wolf, and others met in a little log-house built on this
very spot. They have since gone to their long homes. During that visit he held
councils with twenty tribes of Indians, from the north to the south. Many ycars have
rolled away since that time, but he had never forgotten his Cherokee friends. He had
known their history from reading it, and his sympathies had been with them since
they started from Alabama and Georgia. When he looked around and saw this intel-
Hgent body, with a full relianee on the Great Spirit that watches over us, e felt
that his belief in an overruling Providence was strengthened. He knew that the
Jand they occupied was onee thought not fit to live upon, yet God has raised them up
by his supporting hand and made themn what they are. While there were bad-minded
men who had no sympathy for the Cherokees, he knew there were thousands and
hundreds of thonsauds in the East whose learts were warm in sympathy for them.
The Cherokees, he said, had annihilated the idea which prevails among white people,
that nothing can be done to improve the Indian—that he will be an Indian still.

Mr. Lang spoke at some length, proffering some exeellent adviee on their Christian
duties, and concluded by assuring his auditors that his heart was warmed up in sym-
pathy by thus meeting them again, after nearly thirty years. The commissioners were
greeted with applanse, their oft-liand remarks having been interpreted by Mr. Jones.

The presiding officer, Mr. Seraper, said that Iie was mueh rejoiced for these expres-
sious of kindness and sympathy by the conmnissioners, and e would not forget themn.
He had not been aceustomed to be addressed in that style, and lie could make no ora-
tion, but would not forget what was said as long as he hved. He said he would throw
the doors open for any member of either house to respond to the commissiouers.

Chief Downing then rose, aud expressed in warm terms the satisfaction he felt in
listening to the remarks of the comumissioners. He then gave to the joint session the
history and the objects contemplated by the President in the appointment of conmis-
sioners. He was greatly obliged for the words of sympathy wid comfort expressed by
the commissioners. He informed the latter that all were gratified by this token of
good feeling and sympathy.

On the suggestion of the chair, all the members of both houses then passed around in
single file, and warmly shook hands and grected the commissioners in person.

The oceasion was a most agreeable one and there was a nniversal desire expressed
that the commissioners remain over till the next day. After much hand-shaking, aud
unmistakable expression of good feeling, the commissioners took their leave.

* * * * * * * * * *

*

OCKMULGEE.

Ockmnlgee, the capital of the Muskegee Nation, where the general council was in
session, is a small hamlet, containing four large-sized frame huildings, nsed as stores,
and about fitty log-houses, with a public square, in the center of which stands the
capitol, & double bloek-house open through the center, and with both wings under one
roof. The legislative body, which holds an annual session in this bwlding, is com-
posed of an upper and lower house, ealled the house of kings and the house of war-
riors. The general conneil was held in the honse of kings, and on the day of our ar-
rival had adjourned over till the Monday ensuing. This couneil was assembled in
accordance with the provisions of the twelfth article of the treaty made and concluded
in the eity of Washington in the year 1366, between the United States and the Chero-
kee Nation, and similar treaties between said United States and the Choctaw and
Chickasaw, Muskegee, and Seminole tribes of Indians, of the same date. The powers
of the couneil were clearly defined. It contemplated the establishment, for many pur-
poses not inconsistent with the tribal laws and existing treaties with the Uuited
States, of a territorial govermuent, with the superintendent as governor, the Territory
being named Oklahoma.
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The first meeting of the council was held Septemnber 27, with Superintendent Hoag
as president.  Delegates were present from the following tribes: Cherokees, Muskegees
or Crecks, Ottawas, Eastern Shawnees, Quapaws, Senceas, Wyandottes, Sacs and
Foxes, Confederate l‘um.w, and Absentee Shawnees. An adjournment took place from
time to time until a quorum was present.  Rules for the government of the eouneil, in
the transaction and orvder of business, were adopted, and standing committees to mpm't
on the following subjects were appointed, viz: committee on relations with the United
States; on inte crnational relations; on the judiciary; on finances; on education and
agriculture, and on enrolled bills.

It was resolved that when the council adjourned it would be to meet again on the
first Monday in December.

Among the important resolntions adopted was the following, extending an invitation
to the wild tribes:

Resolved by the general council of the Indian Territory, That there shall be conveyed to
the Comanches, Kiowas, Arapahoes, Cheyenne, Caddo, Wichita, and other tribes of
Indians living on the Plains, assurances of tho friendship and kind feelings of the
nations and tribes represented in the general couneil, and an expression of their earnest
wish that relations of peace may be established Detween them and all men of whatever
race or color.

Resolved further, That Ok-tar-har-sars-hays be anthorized and requested, by the gen-
eral council, to convey the foregoing resolutions to said Indians, and to earnestly
invite them to meet us in general council at our session in December next.

On motion, the s cru‘uv was requested to send a transcript of the resolutions to
said Indians, with names of all the delegates at this council attached, designating the
tribes to which they beloug.

The council adjourned, and convened again on Monday, December 5.

Besides the tribes already mentioned represented at the mecting in September, dele-
gates appeared and were admitted to seats from the Choctaw, Chickasasw, Seminoles,
Great and Little Osages.

Additional rules for the government of the body werc adoptod, and the standing
connnittees enlarged.

On the 10th instant Mr. Campbell Letlore, of the Choctaw delcgntmn, from the com-
mittee on permanent organization, submitted the following report :

The special committee, to whom was assigned the daty of making a report npon the
resolution of the general council u-gmtllnu the permanent organization, respectfully
state that they have given the subject such consideration as was in their power.  They
regard the organization of the Indian Territory nnder any foru of government as of
the gravest importance to all the people who inhabit it.  The large and invaluable in-
terest in lands und money which belong to the nation and tribes therein ; the provis-
ions of their several treaties with the United States; their distinet forms of govern-
ment, aud franchises arvising under them; their différent langnages and diversified
couditi()us, present, seve: ':11]y and combinu(l, interests not to be t0o lightly estimated,
nor too hastily disposed of, in arranging the terms of any organization that may be
designed to blend in one harmonious system the whole of them, at the same time
that it preserves a just and impartial regard for their respective rights. The opposi-
tion of all Indians to any form of ter ritorial government that has been proposed by the
Congress of the United States is too notorious to require any comment; it is firmly and
ineradic ably imbedded in their very nature. They cling to their humw to their laws,
to their customs, to their national and territorial and pmsonul 1ndcpendencg, with the
tenacity of life ftself. In their sentiments your committee fully concur. And while
the leading powers invested in this general coaneil pervade all the treaties negotiated
in 1866 by the United States with the different nations here represented, each one of
them grants some important concessions, or retains some important right not to be
found in others,

In some respects they merely shadow dimly the duties of this council, instead of
clearly delining its powers and anthority, The responsibilities of me\pvuvnwd legis-
lation, instead of being simplified by them, is made more difficnlt and complex, “As
the best means of removing these ()l)qtadm. of observing a f.m‘ deference to the senti-
ment of our people, and at Fhe same time of preserving our race and perpetuating nn-
impaired the rights of all—the wealk, the strong, those less m‘lv(mwd, and those who
have made further progress towards eivilization—yonr committee are of the opinion
that the organization of the people here vepresented, and sneh as may hereafter unite
with them, should be a government of their own choice. It should be republican in
form, with its powers elearly defined, and foll guarantees given for all the powers,
I‘ll"llt% and privileges respectively now reserved to them by their treaties. They,
the rv{ole respecttully recommend ‘that the council proceed to form a constifution for
the In(lmn Territory, which shall conform to existing treaty stipulations, provide for
execntive, lwmlahvu, and judicial departments, and vested with such powers ouly
as have been conceded to this general conneil, and not inconsistent with all the rights
reserved to each nation and tribe who were parties to the treaties of 1866, and “also
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with the final provision that sueh constitution shall e obligatory and binding only
npon snch nations and tribes as imay hereafter dnly approve and adopt the samne.

After the reading of the above report, the conneil adjourned till Monday, in order to
give time for deliberation on so important a measure.

INTERVIEW WITII MR. ROSS.

December 10.~This evening the commissioners had an interview with William I,
Ross, a leading member of the Chierokee delegation.  Mr. Ross, in response to queries
from ¢he commissioners, stated very clearly many points of interest regarding the
Cherokees, of which the following contains some brief notes.

He said the number of white men in the Cherokee Nation is about 500. A number
of white women are intermarried with Cherokees, but not in the siune proportion with
white males. There were, he said, forty-eight common schools in operation during
the past.year, supported by the iuterest of funds invested in the United States stocks,
the Government acting as trustee. The annual interest of the school fund proper is
Tbetween $30,000 and §35;000.  An annual income of $11,000 is set apart in the same
way for the support of erphan children, of which there are between 5,000 and 6,000 in
the nation.  The general sentiment of the country is in favor of schools, There was a
demand: for more schools during the past year than the council has been able to sup-
ply.  These applications come from all c¢lasses of the Cherokee people. The council
has several pet tions before them, written and signed in Cherokee, asking for more
schools. The general attendance, as reported by Spencer 8. Stevens, the school super-
antendent, is rising of 1,100,  The average -attendance is nothing like so large, arising
from the disinclination of parents in enforcing their anthority as they should, and the
had e¢ondition of the school:houses. One ‘obstacle also to rapid progress arises fromn
themecessity of the native children having first to learn English, that being the only
langnage tanght. He said that.ont of their school fand the Cherokees pay the ex-
penses of the superintendent and teacliers, and books are furnished gratuitously to all
whawish to attend. The present.council proposes to set apart, out of the proceeds of
the sale of lands west of ninety-sixth meridian, $100,000 to found an orphan asylum,
on tkeiplan of an indnstrial school, aud also to found a home for the indigent blind,
insanc, and aged persons.

In mepdy ito.a guestion by Mr. Camplell, he said that tho relations existing among
the civilized tribes of the Indian Tervitery were of an amicable character. A resoln-
tion, hie remarked, had been adopted at the first meeting of the general conneil; now
in session at Qlkmulgee, inviting the wild tribes of the plains to come here and es-
tablish relations of amity with the civilized tribes. The resolution, with a little
tobaeoo, wassent to.all the wild tribesin the western part of the Territory. Hestated that
while there was a difference of opinion on political subjects, yet there was no bitterness or
ill-feeling that hasiled, thus far, to-any acts of hostility or violence. His impression was
that these tribes are gradually improving in all the arts of civilization. One obstacle
to progress, he said, grows out-of the ansettled condition of the questions relating to
the policy of the .General Government as to a tervitorial organization, aud also to
questions affecting their stability, including the railvoad schiemes, and threatening leg-
islation interfering with their vights. This conntry, he said, had been sacredly seb
apart as the home of the Indians, and the gnarantees by which they hold it should be
sacredly observed by the Government, since the experience, as o general thing, of the
whole country, establishes the fuct that Tndians, with some exceptions, have not been
allowed to remain in the quiet and undisturbed possession of their homes within the
jurisdiction of any:State or Territory surrounded by a white population. He said that
the character of the:conntry reserved to the Cherokees east of the ninety-sixth ieridian
has been greatly overrated.  In regard to the fertility and resources of the Indian Ter-
ritory, at least two-thirds of that region is unfit forsettlement, being mountainous and
stony, rendering it nufit for cultivation. He said all the tribes deprecated congres-
sional interference, as it would be a violation of the plighted faith of the Government
through its treaties with the Indians and the laws of Congress. The Cherokees, he
remarked, have reserved east of 96° less than 500,000 acres of land, so there is a great
mistake in the public miud, A feeling of security, he remarked, was just as essential
to an Indian to call forth exertion and tax his energies in order to improve as it is to
a merchant or trader. In unsettled times few persons care to make investments.

Tlhe point was raised by Mr. Farwell, why should not the Indians dispose of the lands
they do not use, and apply the proceeds to other purposes that would be immediately
beneficial ?

Mr. Ross answered that, if they ceded these lands and the Tudian title became ex-
tinguished, they would be open for settlement by the whites; and it would then
be necessary fur them to have somie form of government, which would be extended
over the Indians; and that the Indians, without exception, are in favor of maintain-
ing their national existence and the right to self-government, aud the experiment of
keeping Indians on a reduced reservation, surrounded by a white population, had been
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fully tested in Kansas. A few years ago, he said, that region was sacredly set apart as
a home for the Indians, and their reservation never becaine so reduced but they were
still objects of cupidity ; and the consequence has been that all the Indians have been
removed, or will be removed, beyond the limits of the State. And there is reason to
anticipate the same result may follow the opening of any of the Indian Territory.

Mr. Ross, in reply to a question from Mr. Lang, said that the Indian Jands shonld be
surveyed and allotted as to the quantity which should fall to cach individual. He said
that Ly the terms of the treaty of 1866, the Cherokees adopted their freedmmen ; have
tncorporated a few of the Munsees of Kansas; also the whole Delaware tribe, and the
Shawneces of Kansas. There still remain east of the Mississippi, in North Carolina,
Georgin, and Tennessee, more than two thousand who have the privilege of coming
West and settling in the Cherokee conntry.

In answer to Mr. Campbell, as to whether the Cherokees were on the increase or de-
crease, he stated that, before the war commenced, the Cherokees were inereasing in
population, but that during the war at least one-fourth of them perished; that nearly
the whole of them were retfngees from their homes, either north or south, and as a con-
sequence, nearly all the old people, many of the women and children, died from expos-
ure and privation and the diseases consequent thereto; numbers of men also died in
the Army. There was also considerable mortality among them the second and third
year after the war, but since that time the popnlation scems to be on the increase, and
there secms to be nomaterial caunses why they should not inerease as well as other
people.

VEXATIOUS ARRESTS.

Mr. Ross also informed the commissioness that a source of vexation and probable
difficulty arises from the number of United States marshals sent into the Indian coun-
try by the United States district court at Van Buren. These officials being dependent
on their fees, some of them are not scrupulons in hunting up cases throughout the
country, and arresting and taking from their homes at a long distanee persons against
whom no proceedings are afterward successfully maintained. There is reason, he said,
to believe that some resort to very unscrupnlons means in order to get up cases. He
then gave aun account of the manner in which he was treated.

Last snmmier a couple of young Cherokees got into a difficulty on the highway, and
one of them was killed Ly the other. The father of the young man first had a writ
taken out, and the alleged murderer was arvested by the officers of the nation. The
father afterward went before the United States commissioner at Van Buren, and had
another writ taken out for the same man, upon the ground that the mother of his son
who was killed being a white woman, brought the case within the jurisdiction of the
United States courts. The writ was placed in the hands of a deputy marshal for exe-
cution, who first went to Chiet Downing, and made a demand on him for the delivery
of the prisouer, but the demand was refused. The marshal then went to where the
prisoner was kept, and in the absence of the sherift made a demand to the guard for
him. The guard refused to surrender the prisoner without an order from the sheriff.
In the mean time Mr. Berge, of Fort Gibson, and nryself (Ross) rode up in company with
the sheriff where the prisoner was kept, for the purpose of sceing him, we being em-
ployed as his counsel.  The marshal then made a demand on the sherilf for the pris-
oner, which he refused to comply with nnless he brought an order from the principal
chief or the United States agent, inasmuch as he held him as a sworn ofticer of the
nation, by proper process of law, and because both parties were Cherokees, and amen-
able to Clierokee law. Mr. Berge and myself took part in the conversation, and we
explained the grounds upon which the sherift acted ; but we offered no resistance per-
sonally or in any other way. The case went on, and he was acquitted.

Some time afterward Mr. Berge and myself, while in the discharge of our daties as
senators in the national council, were arrested by the marshal upon an indictinent for
resisting a United States officer.  We were taken off to Van Buven, a distance of sixty
miles, accompanied by our counsel, Ex-Governor Fletcher, of Missouri, who happened
to be in Tahlequal at the time.  After our arrival in Van Buren the United States dis-
trict attorney nolle prossed our cases, and we were discharged.

The point of jurisdiction involved in the refusal of the sheriff had been decided the
day before by the court in favor of the Cherokee Nation, but of course Mr. Berge and
myself were left withont any redress for our arrest under the circumstances,  The treat-
ment, however, extended to us at Vau Buren personally was courteous and kind.

The deputy marshal who made the arrest was Joe Peevy, formerly of Barry County,
Missouri. Having made this statement, the interview between Mr. Ross and the com-
missioners closed.

Sunday, Decomber 11.—To-day an interesting meeting took place in the hall where
the sessions of the councils were held.  Most of the delegates, the Indian connnission-
ers, and the strangers from abroad were present.

After silent prayers, Mr. Lang, one of the commissioners, opened the meeting by
stating that he first came into the Indian country twenty-eight years ago, and that he was
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gratified with the improvements since made, which he beheld around him. He said
the commission of which he was a member was selected by the President of the
United States, to look after the interests of the Indians.

The commissioners had left their homes and journeyed this long distance without
any compensation, out of sincere regard for the welfare of the red peopl( He conld
also assure then that a large majority of the members of Congress were their friends,
and desirous of doing them justice. He allnded to the lively interest felt bya nnJollty
of the people of the United States for the welfare of the Indians, and the preservation
of the race. He then dwelt at some length on the influence which the civilized tribes
could and should exert upon the wild tl'ibes; that the great law should actunate their
conduct, “to do unto others as they would have others do nnto then.” He then closed
with an exhortation to remember the great source of all the blessings and privileges
which they enjoyed—their Great I ather in Heaven.

SPEECH OF COMMISSIONER CAMPBELL.

Cominissioner Campbell next briefly addressed thie assemblage. He expressed the deep
sympathy he felt for the Indians here and those further west, the wild Indians of the
plains. He thought that the general council, under proper management, might bring
the wild tribes nnder the influence of the civilized tribes, and be the means of putting
an end to the Indian wars, and wars against the whites on the frontiers; it would lead
them to adopt the lublts of a settled life, and in this way the Iudmu race would be
preserved from extermination.

COMMISSIONER FARWLLL'S SPEECH.

Mr. Farwell, of Chicago, next spoke. e cxpressed the pleasure he felt in being pre”
sent. He had often heard the idea advanced that Indians being but Indians, there was
no prospect of elevating their condition; but the idea had always been 1'epuwnfmt to
him. He admitted that lus knowledge 11(1(1 been of a general character nntil reccnt]y,
since which time he had endeavored to inform himself more acenrs ately on the subject.
He was now more than ever satisfied of the incorrectness of that opinion. An over-
ruling Providence, he said, had put it in the minds of the President and friends of the
Indians, and Indians themselves, to make the present movemeut for a united and har-
monions government ; aud he hoped yet to sce the distinetion between the Indians and
the whites wiped out, when the former should become eitizens of the United States, and
constitute a State, with all the privileges of the other States of the Union. He urged
reliance on a superintending Provideuce, wlo did all things for the best.

SPEECII OFF MR. HOAG.

Superintendent Hoag next spoke. He reminded the andience that General Sherman,
in his report to the Secretary of War. in 1868, said there was no hope of saving the
Indians from utter annihilation, except by a strict observance of the principles of the
treaties of 1867, of withdrawing thein from their nomadic and roving life, and placing
them on reservations, and of the maintenance of peace, both amoug the tribes and
with the whites. He also reminded his anditors of the false history disseminated
throngh the country by the newspaper press of the border States. The President and
Cabmet. and a large majority of the people of the States, were earnestly desirous for
a faithful maintenance of all the tre aties, bnt there was a power at work on the bor-
der for the destruction of their interests. He referred to the vast importance of draw-
ing to their councils a representation from the tribes of the Plains; that the example
and counsel from the confederated tribes and nations composing this couuncil wonld
be more effective than if it were from their white brothers.  He appealed to the dele-
gates to go forward with the good work already blocked out, in forming the super-
structure of their governmeut. If earried ont in harmouy, lookin;: to the safety,
strength, inerease of education, industrial enterprise, and general civilization, it would
show to the world a power for the preservation of peace, and allay the nnjust prejudices
existing against the Indian tribes. If by any misfortune a war should be inangurated
by any of the roving tribes, it wounld awaken elsewhere shunbering )e;ﬂonmos and
wrongs nnredressed, and would surely draw in the tribes now at peace, and all the
nations and tribes would suffer in consequence.

TIHE GENERAL COUNCIL.

Monday, December 12.—To-day the commissioners, by invitation, attended the general
council, and were seated besidé the presiding officer, Euoeh Hoag,

The report of the committee on permanent nrnqmmtlou of a plan of government for
the various nations and tribes represented in the council was taken up and discussed
pro and con.

Mr. Ross fully explained the features of the plan, saying it would be submitted to
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the different tribes, who would be at entire freedom to adopt or reject it.  In reply to
Mr. Johnson, he said he would not foree the new form of government on any tribe op-
posed to the measure. His colleagne, Mr. Johnson, represented one portion of the
Cherokee Nation, and he, perhaps, represented another.  They niet here to legislate in
accordance with the treaties of 1866. It involves a new form of govermment, and it
will be necessary to have an executive and marshals to carry it into effect, otherwice
it would not be worth the paper it is written upon.

Mr. Folsomn, of the Choctaw Nation, said that law was worthless unless there was
some power to enforce it.  They were launching ont on a new sea without any chart to
guide them. He came here without knowing what was to be done, and as there were
many perplexing guestions to scttle they must be met soberly. No doubt, he said,
there will be differences of opinion, but it was necessary to have a free interchange of
sentiment. He desired some forin of government adopted that he could submit to his
people for thejr approval. The force of circumstances has united the tribes, in senti-
ment, and by the help of God he hoped a stronger bond of nnion would be effected.

Mr. Johuson again spoke at some length, insisting that the report goes outside of the
provisions of the twelfth article of the Cherokee treaty. He said if one tribe only
should adopt the proposed plan it would establish u differeunt relation with the United
States, and in adopting another form of government they would be lost in the mist.

Mr. FFolsom smd they were assembled here as Indians, and these questions should be
met; and if a safe fonndation is reached, all should unite as one man. In consequence
of the quarrel of other people, the Indians were involved in difticulties, and at the
close of the war they were deprived of farming ntensils, elothing, and almost every
thing, and were just recovering, in some measare, from the eftects of the war. It
devolved upon them to find out what eourse to pursue, and in securing the advantage
of a new forn of govermment, they should be one in thought and opinion; they should
establish themselves on a safe Dbasis, develop the resonrees of the country, build np
schools, and have a reliance on the promises of the sacred Gospel. He alluded to the
numerons embarrassmeunts that had followed them in their history as a nation. In
1830, President Jackson, desirous of getting the Choctaw lands, promised them lands
here, and the consequence was that they were scattered. They came to this western
country, and here they were now; and in view of the fact that there is no other land
that they can be removed to, they must live here. As Indians, he wished all their
efforts should be acceptable to those who were more powerful.

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS.

Mr. Laflore said the form of government to be adopted should meet the approval of
the Government of the United States. The report was a preamble merely, simply
giving an outline of their condition, and the contemplated form of government. It is
mtended to establish a system of international relations between the different tribes,
similar to that of the Uunited States, so as to give protection to all without disturbing
the provisions of former treatics of any of the tribes. The object to be attained is
self-preservation and to extend the hand of fellowship to those Indians not so far
advanced in the path of civilization; to graft them in this'system. If it meefs with
their approbation they can come in and enjoy its advantages. He conld coneeive no
other plan by which the Indians can be advaneed better than in the formation of a
constitutional government, and the details can be arranged when the constitntion
comes up for consideration.

THE SUPERINTENDENT'S VIEWS.

Mr. Hoag here called attention to the twelfth article of the Cherokee treaty, making
provisiou for the present councily and said it was pleasant to him to see the delegates
watehful and cantious, but it was not agreeable to witness any unnecessary opposition.
He was convinced that the proposed plan of government did not transcend the powers
couferred by the said twelfth article. The language, common defense aud safety of
the Indian Territory, was sufficiently explicit. The provisions are general, and there is
no neeessity of going béyond them. That is what the delegates are sent here for, to
legislate for the common benefit of all the tribes,

Mr. Porter, of the Creek Nation, said it was evident, from the appointment of a commit-
tee, that the council desired a permanent form of government, The objections raised
seemed to be general, and as the gentlemen from the Cherokee Nation had ofiered no valid
objections to the gencral plan, he would therefore call for a vote on the report.

The chair pat the question, and the report was adopted—ayes, 48; noes, 5.

There was no_dissenting voice except from the Cherokee delegates. Mr. Ross and
his fri)ends voted in the aflirmative. (The report as adopted appears on a preceding
page.

An opportunity being given the commissioners to address the assembly, Mr. Lang
spoke Driefly, exhorting them to unity of purpose and action, vividly impressing on
the minds of the delegates that “a house divided against itself canuot stand.,” From
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the attention paid to the remarks made by the speaker, it plainly showed that he
made o deep impression on the audience.

M. Farwell said he lacked words to express the feelings of satisfaction experienced
by him in the doings of this day of the council. He saw individual efforts for the
benefit of the whole, and he hoped that the noble motto of one of our States, ¢ United
we stand, divided we fall,” would be forever engraved on their memories. History
repeats itself, plainly showing that in unity there is strength, and in disunion there is
nothing bhut anarchy and confusion. Ile urnul a firm relianee in Divine Providence,
and uu“ncbtly loped that they would ‘Llwa‘ys look to Him for guidance.

COMPLIMENTS.

The council adjourned until 2 o’clock p. m.  On reassembling, a resolution compli-
mentary to the Indian commissioners, Messrs. Campbell, Lang, and Farwell, was of-
fered by Mr. Siith of the Creek Nation, which read as follows:

Whereas the members of the «rvn(-ml conncil of the Indian Territory have had the
honor to receive Messrs. (J.mebgll Laug, and IFarwell of the United States Indian com-
mission, and to hear their views in regard to the general interests of the Indians in the
Indian Territory, and the expression of their sympathies for the welfare of the red
people ; and whereas the general eouneil is desirous of preserving npon the Jjournal of
their pl"()b(,L(]ll)"S a record of this event in their histor y, and of their heartfelt apprecia-
tion of the noble sentiments of truth, justice, and humanity, entertained by the com-
missioners; therefore, be it

Resolved, That the general conneil of the Indian Territory hereby retord this declara-
tion of plc:lsum they have experienced from thie attendance upon the couneil of Messrs.
Campbell, Lang, and Farwell, of the United States Indian commission ; of their grateful
appreciation of the words oi,h()]»o cheer, and enconragement they have Tie ard from them,
and of their own desire to conform as far as ])lautlcublc with the just and hwnane pol-
icy of the President of the United States; the preservation of peace and kindness be-
tween the Indians of this Territory, tllemsolvob, and with the whites upon their bor-
ders, and for the improvement and 1)01pctlmbmn of their own people and race.

Mr. Ross, in seconding the 1‘esolnt10ns, said it expressed his suntnncuts. saynw it was
a just tribute to the Indian commnissioners, in whose integrity, in whose wi bdom in
whose intelligence, andin whose disinterested motives the couneil had the utmost confi-
denee. 1lesaid it was seldom that Indians were so favored, and it was but right to give
expression to the feelings of the conneil, in the words of the resolution, becanse th(‘y
needed enconragement. It is a satisfaction also to know that in the President of the
United States the Indians have a steadfast friend, who has shown a regard for the red
man, and itis with unfeigned pleasnre that these meu appointed by him are here, who
will carry with them the highest regards of this general couneil.

The commissioners then bngﬂy 1e.sp0uded to the foregoing resolntions.

Mr. Lang said he did not know whether anything was expected of the commission-
ers by way of respouse to the resolutions, and that he was not expeeting anything of
the kind, but he must confess this expression of the council was very gratefnl to his
tt,t.hngb. He and his colleagnes on the comunission could not forget thls body on re-
turning to their homes. Tni coming here on this remarkablo occasion, and witnessing
sucli marks of progress, he could but reioice in lis heart t, andhie trusted that the mem-
bers of this body wounld never sce anything in the condnet of the commissioners to-
ward them that wounld detract from the expression of this council. He said that
thousands of miles away from here there were kindly hearts that yearned for the wel-
fare of the Indians. The God of Heaven was with them, and as for himself he conld
but look with an earnest hope in his soul that this great movement would result in
peace and unity.

Conumnissioner Farwell said that they could draw mutnal enconragement from what
they had seen enacted here to-day.  He saw init cnconragement for tlie onward advance-
ment of the Indian race. Thefact that the commissioners were here, and that their pres-
ence was acknowledged to be enconraging by the couuncil, was very grateful to them.
They had come here over bad roads at an inclement season, but all this was nothing if
they had accomplished anything. He heartily thanked the conucil for their Kind
words as embodied in the resolution.

Commissiouer Campbell returned thanks for the compliment embraced in the resolu-
tion. He considered this the most important movement ever nndertaken by the Indian
tribes for their political as well as moral advancement. The report of the committec on
organization, he said, shows clearly that they have taken a step in the proper direction,
by sending ont invitations for the wild tribes to be preseut and take partin their delib-
erations. In this course they conld do more in civilizing the wild tribes than all the
cominissioners the Government conld send, or ¢ven the Government itself He urged
upon the conncil to send out their messengers, and invite them to come in. On re-
turning to Washington they conld tell what a body of men they had met here, engaged
in pushmo forward the work of self-government,
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William Fry, of the Choctaw Nation, spoke throngh an interpreter, and said he was
glad to hear these messengers of peace. A long time ago Noah was saved from the
flood which came over the land, and all those who have lived since were descended
from him. Men were seattered over the world and languages became different ; but
now they were about to be united. The Indians are descendants of this one man,
Noah. We should live as brothers, and shonld regard each others’ opinions. We
should be wnited; and as we have heard the good words from these venerable com-
missioners, he could say he was very nueh gratified for them, and believed that the
institutions of the gospel could never be enjoyed by them unless they continued this
good work on to snccess.

A committee of twelve was then appointed by the Chair to draught a coustitution,
as follows: W, P. Ross, of the Cherokees, chairman ; Campbell Laflore, of the Choe-
taws; Calbert Carter, of the Chickasaws; John I, Brown, of the Seminoles; Irancis
King, of the Ottawas; J. F. Folson, of the Choctaws ; G. W. Johson, of the Cherokees ;
C. P, H. Percy, of the Chickasaws; Ok-tar-har-sas Haijo, of the Crecks or Muskokees ;
G. W. Stidham, of same; Riley Keys, of same; and Augustus Captain, of the Osages.

A report from the standing committee on agrienlture was then presented and read.
This report, like the other papers which emanated from the mewbers, was conched in
excellent English, and the diction would have beeun creditable to any legislative body
of white men; indeed, the proceedings thronghout were conducted in accordance with
parlinmentary usages, and the commissioners were strongly impressed with the order
and diguity that prevailed in the assemblage.

Augustus Captain, of the Osages, said le felt a little hurt by the report. He lived
by farming, and under bent poles covered with skius. Before the war he said he had
one hundred acres nnder cultivation; since then they had no rest or peace.  The whites
had been constantly crowding upon them and the Osages had to relinquish their lands.
He held no deeded land, but sold out liis improvements a few days before at $2,000.

The Chair said it must be acknowledged that the previous speaker had been indus-
trious. The Osages liad not very small fields nor few in number before the war. They
liad no encouragement, but have been driven from their bark huts ; and it was a woun-
der to him that there had not been war and bloodshed.

Mr. Edward Earl said he desired to make an ingquiry from the Choctaw delegates.
He nnderstood there were fifteen hundred freed people among the Choctaws, and he
wished to kuow how they got along.

Mr. Percy, of the Choctaw Nation, said he could not say much in their favor, They
had gathered near Fort Arbuckle, where they maintained a precarious existence. They
were improvident and refused to go out in the agricultural districts, where they could
get work to do. The Indians wanted them to pick cotton, but they declined. None of
them had a right in the conntry. The treaty gave them forty acres of land; or, if the
Indians declined their eitizenship, they were to give them $300,000, with which to pur-
chase lunds in other localities; but for waunt of somebody to care for them they had

" huddled together, and have thus far been deprived of its benetits.

On the adjonrnment to-day of the counecil the commissioners made preparations to
leave for home early next day; but the arrival of General Parker from Washington
decided them to postpone their departure until after the next forenoon session of the
council.

The commissioners, Lesides addressing the gencral couneil, had held interviews with
several of the leading chiefs and delegates, and paying au interesting visit, by invita-
tion, to the Choctaw delegation. They had separate and private talks with Samuel
Chicote, the present chief of the Creeks, and his rival, Ok-tar-har-sas Haijo, or Sands,
between whom a feud had existed sometime. The latter told his story, and claimed
that he had been deprived of the chiceftainey throngh fraudnlent voting.  The commis-
sioners counscled forbearance, and as the result of the eloction had been accepted at
Washington it was urged that the matter could not be helped, and that as the time
was short before another election wonld take place, it would be better to wait than
seek a remedy now. The advice of the commissioners evidently produced a salutary
effect on both parties.

Tuesday, December 13.—The arrival of General Parker, Commissioner of Indian Affairs,
at Okmulgee produced a lively sensation among the delegates of the different tribes
aud nations. They had heard an expression from the Indian commissioners, Messrs.
Campbell, Lang, aud Farwell, the day before, with feelings of nmningled satisfaction.
The Indiaus are jealous of their rights accorded them by treaty stipulatious, and have
regarded the movement in Washington for the organization of the Indian nations into
a Territory of the United States, thereby opening their lands to an influx of white
people, with a good deal of anxious concern. They regard this measure as fatal to
their existence in their separate capacity as nations and independent tribes, enjoying
a form of government according to their own selection. Cousequently, in the present
Junetnre of affairs, while making an effort to form a more perfect union, it was import-
ant to know how far the present movement towards the organization would be ap-
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proved by the Washington Government; dlld the arrival of General Parker was
expeeted to relieve their anxiety on this mb]t

To-day the council chamber was filled to its llfm()st capacity.

The couneil was called to order hy Mr. Hoag, the president. Prayer was offered by
J. M, Perryman, of the Creek Nation.

General Parker and the Indian commissioners having entered the hall, the former
was invited to address the delegates.

On introdueing him the president stated that General Parker was one of their people,
and in sympathy with their efforts for the mnelioration of the Indian, and it was cer-
tain that he spoke the sentiments of the delegutcs in thanking General Parker for his
visit at this time.

General Parker said he regarded this council as one of the most important that had
ever been held among the Indian tribes of the United States. It was important be- -
cause it is a general council of all the civilized tribes met together to form a confedera-
tion among themselves. Iive years ago, five of the principal tribes agreed by treaty
to call a conneil for the purpose of stl‘cn"tllumw themselves against the eneroachments
of the white men, and for the rendition of eriminals escaping from one tribe to another;
to consider the relations existing between the Indians and the General (mvcrnment
to establish courts in their own Territor Yy, 80 as to escape the necessity of being drag ;:ed
to Van Buren on every occasion of arrests for grave or minor offences. Sccps taken
by the United States were slow, and at length an appropriation was made by Congress
for defraying the cxpenses of the conncil. As soon as the superintendent of Indian
affairs fonnd thiere were more funds for the purpose he called this meeting of delegates.
It is practically the first meeting in which they are enabled to form a confederacy. The
United States, he said, are prepared to pay the per diem and mileage of dclegates,
whenever the certificates are furnished. The authorities at Washington, when they
heard of the convening of the conucil, were gratified, and are extremely anxious that
the Indians shall sneeeed in organizing a government among themselves. He referred
to the appointment by the President of a speeial board of Indian commissioners to look
after the interests of the Indian tribes, and advise the President of the best means to
pursue in advancing their prosperity. The President and his eabinet were pleased
when they heard the commissioners were here, and they were anxious that the Indian
tribes should succeed in organizing a government in conformity with existing treaties.

The Secretary of the Interior solicited the speaker to come ont liere and proffer such
encouragement and advice as may be necessary. Besides the President, their friends
in Congress were solicitous that a permanent confederation should e formed. He
said the most strentious efforts have been made by land speculators, railroad monop-
olies and others, to seek the establishmentof a territorial government for the Indian
Territory which is repugnant to the Indians. They oppose because they see it is not
for their interest to have a government extended over them in this way. Efforts have
been strong in this direction, hut the true friends of the Indians have resisted its
adoption. An eftort was made to defeat the movement by establishing this general
council. The President regards the present movement as of exceeding importance. It
would constitute a (mnerdl government by which the Indians could hold power as long
as they pleased. Te recommended the perfection of their organization, so that their
friends in Congress could say there is an organized government already perfected accord-
ing to the provisions of the various trezmeb, and the general council is not to interfere
with the internal relations of the different tribes. This is a preliminary meeting and
is a new thing.

The dele,,a,teq, many of them, may have interests at home which may call them
away before c()mpletuw the wmk but let them come back next year, and the next,
until the plan is perfected. He advised that the organie law should Dbe simple and
direct, conforming to treaty stipnlations. He assured them that they nced not be
alarmed about Congress not paying their expenses. The tribes are authorized to elect
a delegate to sit in the Congress of the United States torepresent the views and wishes
of the Indians. Senator H.ul’m has already introduced a bill in Congress granting
authority to this council to elect a delegate to Congress, and he had no dobt it will be
passed. They would be at no expense for that delegate, but his advice would be not
to elect oue now. He had come, he said, simply to sit in the conneil and witness their
deliberations for himself, so as to be able to report, what oceurred at Washington, in
order to obtain the proper legislation to sustain the present movement.

The Indian Territory is beulvr pressed by the tide of immigration on the east, north,
and south. Kansas is hl]mﬂv up, and so are the borders of Missouri, Al'kfmms, and
Texas. Good lands for occupancy are getting scarce, and land speenlators look to this
Territory as the last place to get good lands, He assured the council that President
Grant and their real friends are not desirous of opening the Indian Territory to white
settlements. (Applause.) They want it held solely for Indian occupancy. They
want to see an organization perfected, and the other tribes invited in to participate in
the benefits of a stable government, and in this way they would be stronger. There
are provisions in the treaties by which the wild, as well as the civilized tubes, may
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come in under 2 common rule. Senator Harlan has said that he wanted this general
conneil to De regarded as the government of the Territory, so that whenever the time
arrived, and the Indians desired it, they might be admitted as a State into the Union.
It ought to be a power that may be felt in Congress, as Indians, whenever they wanted
anything done.

In the various treatics of the five principal tribes, there is a provision for the estab-
lishment of a United States court. It wonld be advisable to have such a court sitting
in the Territory once or twice a year ; instead of being taken ont of the Territory into
Arkansas to be tried there, they can be tried by an Indian jury, composed of such
men as hie saw before him. It would cost them nothing.  They should be educated in
all the forms of government. He made thiese suggestions becanse it is a matter that
must come up some time before thein.

By the provisions of the treaty the Secretary of the Interior is anthorized to appoint
a clerk. This should be done in order to avoid technical objeetions; the record to be
submitted to Congress properly certified. He said he was authorized to appoint such
elerk, and would be pleased to have the different tribes name some one for the position,
and he would commission him at once. He shonld not be a partisan, and, if' a Cherokee,
he should not be so much a Cherokee as to do injustice to the Crecks or Choctaws.
He should be impartial and the friend of all. He did not apprchend that the organi-
zation would exceed its powers ; the object is to make one people with one purpose ;
to act with one mind and heart, and in nnison for the good of the whole. When they
do that, their friends in Congress will be encouraged. The Indian has the brain, the
thinking power, and can do much to help himself. He repeated that the President
would be sorely grieved if this conncil did not suceeed. He thinks this the best time
to pnsh forward a movement for the advancement and amelioration of the Indians.
He thanked the council for the honor done him in listening to his remarks.

General Parker’s speech was received with applause.

Mzr. Laflore, of the Choctaw delegation, said 1t would be appropriate to return thanks
to General Parker, on being assured, by authority so disinterested, that they had so
many friends.  Surrounded as the Indian Territory was by border States, who are not
friendly to them, he was glad to listen to words of encouragement from another source;
glad to hear of the approbation of the President of the United States in their move-
ment for a nuited government. If the views expressed by General Parker were correct,
he was satisficd that at no distant period it would be carried ont, and hie was glad to
learn that incipient steps had been taken which would receive the approval of the
President and Coungress.  He believed the true policy of the Indians would be to move
forward and secure all the arts and science of civilization.

Mr. Porter, of the Creeks, also thanked General Parker for coming out here to give
his advice to the council.” The Indians were just about taking the initiatory steps
toward an advanced stage of civilization. Asyet no confederation has been formed by
the Indians on a scale of ¢qual magnitude with this movement. The new government
is about to be established under the treaty provisions of 1866. There had been some
difference of opinion as to the authority they had from Congress. They had good
advice, but the line of demarcation was not sufficiently explicit. He knew the wauts
of hiis people, and General Parker lias already stated what should be their duty in the
premises. He believed the policy now pursued was the ouly one on the continent to
insure the blessings of union and peace. In union there was strength. He was ready
to overcome his prejudices and suppress all minor feclings of difference, and in push-
ing forward to the destined goal. He believed the Indians were susceptible of civiliza~
tion, and capable of taking their places in society.

General Parker again spoke. He said in 1867 Congress authorized a peace commis-
sion, with Sherman at its head, to establish peace with the Indians who were then at
war with the United States. Congress requested the commissioners to designate
districts in the north and south, which they did, and designated reservations on the
Missouri River, and also west of the Indian Territory. The report of that commission
has never yet been approved by Congress. It is true the bullk of these lands are held
under treaties with the Cherokees, Crceks, Choctaws, and Chickasaws, but as the De-
partment has not succeeded in getting the measure legalized, he would suggest that
this council unite in a request to Congress to adopt that report. It would do a great
deal in preventing the encroachment of the whites in this Territory, and the action of
the couneil will go a great way in its influence upon Congress.

The commissioners then addressed the council in. a few parting words, and bidding
the members good-bye, took their Jeave. There was a feeling of regret at their de-
parture.

We left Okmulgee at half past 11 o’clock a. m., and passed the night twelve miles
distant at “Cow Tom’s,” a noted stopping-place. We saw here corn pounded in a
mortar for bread, and cotton “ ginned” by hand.

Wednesday, December 14—Dined at the Creek agency, and arrived at Fort Gibson.
Colonel Campbell was appointed chairman of the sub-cominittee, and on consultation
the substance of a preliminary report to Mr. Brunot, chairman of the board, was agreed
upon, of which the following is a copy : (See accompanying report.)
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. MINUTES OF COUNCIL AT OKMULGEE.,

OKMULGER, Tuesday, September 27, A. D. 1870.

Council convened at 9.30 a. m.; Superintendent Enoch Hoag presiding; J. G. Vore,
secretary pro tem.
Credentials of members of different tribes presented, and the following delegates ad-
mitted to scats:
DELEGATES.

Cherokee Nation.—William P. Ross, Riley Keys, Allen Ross.

Muskogee Nation.—G. W. Stidham, Pleasant Pmtcn John R. Moore, L. C. Perryman,
G. W. Greyson, Joseph M. Perryman, Sanford W. Pur) man.
¢ Otlawas.—Yrancis King.

Eastern Shawnees.—Lazarus Flint.

Quapaiws.—George Lane.

Senecas.—James King.

Wyandotts.—James Hicks.

Confederate Peorias, §c.—Edward Black.

Sac and Fox.—Kcokuk, Mut-ta-tah.

Absentee Shawnees.—John White, Joseph Ellis.

A quorum not being present, council adjourned until 2 o’clock p. m.

Two O’CLOCK p. m.
Conncil met pursnant to adjournment.

Credentials of members presented, and the following delegates admitted to seats:
Cherokee Nation—S. H. Benge.

Muskogee Nation.—Oktars- hiar-sars Hazrjo, of Arpe-kar; Cot-cho-che, of We-wo-ka.
Cherokee Nation.—John Sarcoxie.

Great and Little Osages.—Augustus Captain, William Connor.

A quorum not being present, on motion, council adjourned until 9 o’clock a. m. to-
MOITOW.
* * * * . * * * * *

Report of informal committee submitted for action.
REPORT ON ORDER OF BUSINESS.

The committec on the order of business report and recommend—

Ist. That the provisions of the twelfth article of the treaty of August, 1866, between
the United States and the Cherokee Nation, be adopted as the plebllt basis of the
power aud dnties of the general couneil of the Indian Territory.

2d. That a majority of delegates entitled to seats in the general council shall be
necessary to constitute a quorum for transaction of business, bu'r, a less number during
a lawful session thercof may adjourn from day to day and adopt such measures as may
be deemed necessary to compel the attendance of absent members,

3d. There shall be elected by the general council a secretary, whose duties shall be
such as are defined by treaty.

4th. There shall be elected in like manner one doorkeeper, whose duty shall be ple-
seribed by order of the president.

5thr. That a committee of seven members be appointed by the president to upolh
rules for the government of the council in the transaction and order of business.

6th. That there shall be appointed by the president the following standing commit-
tees for the session, whose duty it shall be to consider and report by bill or otherwise
upon subjects that may be referred to them by order of the couneil, to wit :

. A committec on relations with the United States.

. A comunittee on internal relations.

A committee on the judiciary.

A committee on finance.

. A committee on education and agriculture.
. A committee on envolled bills. .

. R. Moore offered the following amendment :

* * * *

ST Lo 0

[

* * * *

In first paragraph, after the words “general council of the Indian Territory,” insert
“mor shall said council legislate on matters pertaining to the organization, laws, or
customs of the several tribes.”

Amendment lost.

Report of the committee adopted.

On motion, election of secretary was deferred until Monday, October 3,



REPORT OF TIHE BOARD OF INDIAN COMMISSIONERS. 125

Robert Carr was duly clected doorkeeper, .
- The following standing committees were appointed by the president:

Comnitteo on relations with the United States.—W. P. Ross, 8,11 Benge, G. W. Stid-
ham, 8. W. Perryman, and L. Flint.

Cominittee on internal relations.—Allen Ross, P. Porter, Francis King, Keokul,
Augustus Captain, J. A. Seales, and J. R. Moore.

Comunittee on judiciary.—Riley Keys, G. W. Stidham, 8. M. Taylor, Edward Black,
and Augustns Captain,

Committec on finance.—J. A. Scales, Moses Alberty, J. M. Smith, L. C. Perryman, and
Johu White.

Comimittee on education and agriculture.~J. M. Perryman, O. H. . Brewer, Joseph
Vann, Fim. Barnard, Wm. Connor, J. M. C. Smith, and W. P. Ross.

Committee on enrolled bills.—W. P. Ross, J. A. Scales, and J. M. Perryman. y

Committee on rules for the government of the council in the transaction and order o
business.—W. P. Ross, G. W. Greyson, G. W. Stidhau, R. Keys, 1. King, and G. Laue.

On motion, council adjourned to meet at 2 o’clock p. m.

On motion the following resolutions were adopted :

Resolved, That the committee on education be instruceted to report in writing, as near
as may be practicable, the population of the nations and tribes represented in the gen-
eral council, the amounnt of their respective school funds, the number of schools in
operation among them, the system nnder which they are managed, and the general
state of education in the Indian Territory. -

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be instructed to report a bill or bills
which shall provide for the arrest and extradition of criminals and offenders escaping
{from one tribe to another tribe, and for the administration of justice between members
of different tribes of the Indian Territory, and persons other than Indians and mem-
bers of said tribes and nations.

Resolved, That the committee on internal relations be instructed to report a bill or
bills to regulate matters pertaiving to the intercourse and relations of the Indian tribes
and unations resident in the Indian Territory.

Report of committee on rules for the government of the council in the transaction
and order of business received and adopted.

REPORT ON RULES.

In order to expedite and conduct the proceedings of the present council with some
regard to the rules governing other similar assemblies, the commitice appointed for
that purpose wonld respectfully recommend the adoption of the following rules for the
government of the conneil now assembled at Okmmnlgee, Cherokee Nation, agreeably
with treaties of 1866, in the transaction and order of busiuess, to wit:

1. That the counecil shall meet daily (Sunday excepted) at 9 o'clock a. m., unless
otherwise ordered by the council.

2. When called to order by the president, it shall be the duty of the s&retary to call
the roll and read the journal of the preceding session. -

On motion the following resolutions were adopted :

Resolved, That the committee on edueation be instructed to report in writing, as near
as may be practicable, the population of the nations and tribes represented in general
council, the aunount of their respective sehool funds, the number of schools in operation
among them, the system under which they are managed, and the general state of educa-
tion in the Indian Territory.

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be instrueted to report a bill or bills
which shall provide for the arrest and extradition of criminals and offenders escaping
from oue tribe to another tribe, and for the administration of justice between members
of different tribes of the Indian Territory, and persous other than Indians and members
of said tribes and nations.

Resolved, That the committee on internal relations be instrneted to report a bill or
bills to regulate matters pertaining to the intercourse and relations of the Indian tribes
and nations resident in the Indian Territory.

On motion, the following resolution was adopted :

Resolved by the general council of the Indian Territory, That the committee on relations
with the United States be instructed to report a memorial to the President of the
same, setting forth our relations with the General Government, as defined by treaty
stipulations, and protesting against auy legislation by Congress impairing the obliga-
tion of any treaty provision, aud especially against the creation of any government
over the Indian Territory other than that of general cowncil; also against the sale or
grant of any lands, direeting or contingent upon the extinguishment of the Indian
title, to any railroad company or corporation now chartered for the purpose of coun-
structing a railroad from a point north to any point south, or from a point east to any
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point west, through the Indian Territory, or the construction of any railroads other
than those authorized by existing treaties.
* * * #* * * * * -

REPORT ON PERMANENT ORGANIZATION.

The special committee to whom was assigned the duty of making a report npon the
resolution of the general couneil, in the words following, to wit: ‘“LResolved by the gen-
eral council of the Indian Tervitory, That the President e, and he is hereby, authorized
to appoint a committee of ten to devise a perinanent organization of the Indian Terri-
tory, as contemplated by the treaties of 1866, with the several tribes resident in the
said Territory,” respectfully state that they have given the snbject such consideration
ds was in their power. They regard the organization of the Indian Territory, under
any form of gevernment, as of the gravest importance to all the people who inhabit it.

The large and invaluable interests in lands and money which belong to the nations
and tribes who are settled therein ; the provisions of their several treaties with the
United States; their distinet form of government and franchise arising under them;
their different languages and diversified conditions, present severally and combined
interests not to be too lightly estimated nor too hastily disposed of in arranging the
terms of any organization that may be designed to blend in one harmonions system the
whole of them, at the same time that it preserves a just and impartial regard for their
respective rights.

The opposition of all Indians to any form of territorial governmeut that has been
proposed by the Congress of the United States is too motorions to requive any com-
ment. It is firmly and ineradicably imbedded in their very nature. They eling to
their homes, to their laws, to their enstoms, to their national and personal independ-
ence, witlt the tenacity of life itself. In these sentiments your committee fully coneur.
And while the leading powers invested in this general council pervide all the trea-
ties negotiated in 1866 by the United States with the different nations here represented,
each one of them grants some important concession, or retains some important right
not to be found in others. In some respects they merely shadow dimly the duties of
this council, instead of clearly defining its powers and authority. The responsibility
of inexpericuced legislators, instead of being simplified by them, is made more difficult
and complex.  As the best means of removing these obstacles, observing a fair defer-
ence to the sentiments of our people, and at the same time of preserving our race, and
of perpetuating nnimpaired the rights of all—the wealk and the strong—those less ad-
vaneed, and those wlio ave made further progress towards civilization, your eommit-
tee are of the opinion that the organization of the people here represented, and such as
may hercafter unite with themn, should be a government of their own choice. It shonld
De republican in form, with its powers clearly defined, and full gnarantees given for
all the powers, rights, and privileges, respectively, now reserved to them by their
treaties. They theretore respeetfully reconmmend that the council proceed to form a
coustitution for the Indian Territory, which shall conform to existing treaty stipula-
tions, provide for an executive, legisiative, and judicial department, and vested with
suel powers only as have been coneeded to this general council, and not inconsistent
with all the rights reserved to cach nation and tribe who were parties to the treaties
of 1866, and also with the final provision that such constitution shall be obligatory and
binding only upon such nations and tribes as may hereafter duly approve and adopt
the same.

* * * * * * * #

Ou motion of Mr. W. P. Ross, the committee of twelve for dranghting a constitution
for the govermment of the Iudian Territory retired from the conneil for the purpose of
entering npon their duties, and wereinstrueted to report ut*us carly an hour as possible.

* * * * * * *

Allen Ross, of the Cherokee Nation, ehiairman of the committee on international re-
lations, submitted the report of that committee, in the form of a resolution, tendering
to the wild tribes of the Plains the hand of friendship, and recommending to them the
prudence of refraining from acts of hostility among thenselves, as well as against the
citizens of the United States.

The president highly recommended the spirit of the report, and expressed a desire
that every effort will be made to better the condition of the tribes of the Plains as well
as all other Indiaus.

Oun motion of J. A. Scales, of the Cherokee Nation, the report was unanimously
adopted. ) '

Your committee, to whom was referred the resolution in regard to the various tribes
of the Plains, respectfully state that they have cavetully considered said snbject, and
beg leave to submit the following resolution, and recommend that it be adopted by the
general council :
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RESOLUTION IN RELATION TO THE TRIBES O THE DPLAINS.

Resolved by the general council of the Indian Territory, That the superintendent of In-
dian affairs be, anl e is hereby, requested to convey, through their respective agents
ot otherwise, to the Comanches, Kiowas, Cheyennes, Arapahoes, and other tribes of the
Plains, the fact that the Choctaws, Chickasaws, Cherokees, Muskogees, Seminoles,
Osages, Senceas, Shawnees, Ottawas, Peorias, Wyandorts, Quapaws, and Sacs and
TFoxes, have met in general council and confederated ; that the ohject of this confeder-
ation is to preserve peace and friendship among themselves, with all other red men,
and with the people of the United States ; to promote the general welfare of all In-
dians, and to establish friendly relations with thien ; to seeure our lands exelusively to
ourselves, and to transmit themn to our children after us ; that the nations above named
extend to them the hand of friendship ; that they earnestly recommend them to refrain
from acts ot hostility among themselves and with the people of the United States;
and that we offer them our aid and counsel in_establishing permanent’y friendly rela-
lations with the Government of the same, and will neet them in couneil whénever
practicable, and desived by the superintendent of Indian affairs.

A,

The committce to whom the duty was assigned of reporting upon the agricultural
interests and resources of the Indian Territory, regret to say that they have no data
upon which to essimate, even approximately, the quantity of land in cultivation
withn the limits of the Indian Territory.

The Crecks, Cherokees, Choctaws, Chickasaws, Seminoles, Shawnees, Delawares,
Senecas, Quapaws, Ottawas, Wyandotts, and the Confederated Peorias, Weas, Pianke-
shaws, and Kaskaskias are an agricultural people and rely upon the cultivation of
the soil and the raising of stock for their livelilood, and the Sacs and Foxes, Osages,
and others are llmkmﬂ commendable progress in that direction. The extent of their
farms varies from a few acres to two and three hundred, and in one instance in the
Chickasaw Nation, in the fertile valley of the Washita, to more than two thousand
acres. While there are many farms sufficiently large, the majority of them might be
increased with great advantage. The interest in this respect is growing, and since the
close of the war to the present time, there is & marked progress in the general improve-
ment, in the buildings and farms among the Indian people.  In these respects there
is wide room for frther adv mCLmult, and this we confidently expect to witness,
whenever the constant agitations in Congress and clsewhere, whicli so much disturb
the security of the people and disconrage all their efforts to ilnprovemcnt, shall cease.

But notwithstauding all adverse influences, the condition of the people is not sta-
tionary, but progressive. The idea which obtains to a considerable cextent, in even
otherwise well-informed cireles remote from the homes of the Indians, that they live
by hunting, tishing and trapping, is entirely erroneous so far as applied to the nations and
tribes enumerated above. They are settled and not nomadicin their lmlnts, and rely npon
the cultivation of the soil for their subsistence. Their advancement is not all that we
could desire, but is an carnest of better things in the tuture, and shows a snsceptibility
for further nnprovement, and, with proper cttor ts, the native ability to reach a genniue
civilization. A large area of the iuhabited portiou of the Indian Territory is well
adapted to the use of improved agricultural implements.  Their introduction, as yet,
is Ihmited, but perhaps equal to what shonld be expected when it is borne in mind
how mmuelh men are apt to do as their fathers did before them, ag their neighbors do
around thewm, and as the limited means at their disposal allowed.  Reapers, mowers,
and threshers ot different patents are seen in some places, while huproved plows for
turning prairie land and working erops are found in large numbers. We would desire
to impress the people of the Territory engaged in agriculture with the importance of
giving more attention to this subject than is now done. Good implements, well and
timely used, lighten the burdens of labor, impart areal pleasure to employment, and
largely i increase its results. They relieve both man and beast, and directly increase
the value of time by inereasing its vesults.  The crops which can be profitably grown
in the oil and climate of the Territory ave very nearly all those adapted to a rich soil
and temperate latitnde. Corn is the .stu,plc crop, and, even under our sonnewhat de-
fective plan of culture; yiclds upon an average from thirty to sixty bushels per acre.
In favorable scasons 1t does well in all polh(ms of the Territory. Wheat is not so
generally grown as it should be, chiefly, we apprehend, because of “the scarcity of mills
for the manufacture of flour. The Cherokees, perhaps, grow morve than any nation in
the Territory. The average yield is about fiftcen bushels. It has been known to yield
as high as forty-two. But few farniers there, however, prepare the soil and seed it
down with the care the crop demands.  South of the (J.mlulian, aud on the Arkansas
and Red Rivers, and the uplands intervening, cotton was formerly extensively culti-

vated, and was the most valuable crop of that region.  We hope yet to sce it again
whitening large and well-tilled fields, and bnuumg in treasure and wealth to our
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