








4 INDIAN INTERFERENCE WITH NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD,

stream. The water in the creek on which we encamped was strongly
alkaline, and inereases, rather than quenches, thirst.

Aungust 3.—In moving forward to-day it became necessary to cross a
broken space about two miles in extent, intersected by ravines and

rater-courses, and then the level Yellowstone Valley was entered.
Good progress was made for five miles, when the command encamped a
half mile beyond the Big Timber on the immediate bank of the Yellow-
stone. All the streams in this section, including the Yellowstone, are
alive with trout, yielding a supply for the entire command. The soil
remains fertile, the grass-crop being sufticiently abundant to be mowed
for nightly feeding.

August 4.—The river at this point is 300 feet in width, some 12 or 15
feet deep, and booms along in great waves at the rate ot seven or eight
miles an hour. It would be impracticable to cross this stream with the
facilities at our commmand, and we are theretfore compelled to work back
among the hills to avoid the high blaifs just below and near the mouth
of the Sweet Grass.

For several miles before reaching these hills the road was very little
obstructed, but upon entering the rough country masses of sand-rock
were found cropping out from the ridges, whose sides are covered with
stunted pine trees.  Cactus is found in great abundanee, and also a
miniature growth of sunflower some two feet in height.  After a mareh
of nine miles we camped near the Sweet Grass, several miles from its
mouth, in o pleasant valley with grass, wood, and water in sufficient
quantity. This stream derives its name from an aromatic grass which
grows along its banks and which has an exceedingly agreeable and last-
ing perfume.

August 5.—The HBweet Grass was crossed this morning soon after
leaving camp. Considerable delay occurred en account of’ the steep-
ness of its vanks, which had to be cut down.  Thie stream is shallow,
and forty yards across,  The descent to the stream was so steep that
the troops had te let the wagons down gradually by means of ropes.
The men were likewise employed in bhauling them out on the opposite
side,

Winditg northswesrerly abeut two miles, we crossed asluggish stream
flowing over a muddy bottom. This is @ smuidl tributary ot the Sweet
Grass, along whose vailey our course lay nearly eastward for several
days. The grazing in this vailley was exeecdingly fine, being a rich
growth of buftalo-grass. The hillsides, steep and rocky, are usaally
oveved with stunted spraee pines,

During the two following days, viz, the 6th and Tth, we continued np
the valiev, crossing and reerossing the small stream at {requent inter-
vals, and gradaally aseending to a muceh greater aliitude.  This part of
the maveh was thoroughly agrecable; good water, wood amd grass were
in abundance.  Along the streams cottonwood is found, and also wild
currants in great profusion.

Ou the 7th we lett the vailey of the Sweet Grass, having ascended to
the plaing near the summit of the divide between the Yellowstone and
Muscleshell River.

Our progress thus fur had averaged about ecight miles per day.
After crossing the divide the character of the country inateriaily
charges, In appearance at least, the sharp, wooded hills, giving place to
an open, rolling country, ahwost destitute off vegetation, excepting
buffalo-grass and wild sunflowers.

The views were extenrsive and magnificent, thouylt semoewhat cheer-
Tess and monotonons from lack of vegetable and animal life,
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of about seven wiles from eamyp we came upon the brow of a high blufl
overlooking a broad terraee bevond.  Down this bind it hecame neces-
sary to find a practical voad for the wagons, aud after considerahle seareh
A winding route was decided upon, whieh led down a vough and forbid-

bing-looking spur, wiich eventually requived the lively u=e of pick and
shovel to Become passable. Part way down the descent 1 noticed a
quantity ol’ pure mien, in bright sparkling scales,  The soil now became
exceedingly poor, withont water, though bwdly ent into sharp, ragged
ravines. .\ tew herds of buftulo and nmmercas bulls) rosming apart
from cacli other, were observed near our voute, Antelope were abundant.
Owing to the broken condition of the conntry it was considered imprae-

ticable to reach the river betore caumping, aind a suit: 1‘)1«- oeatity for this
prrpose, in this desolate region, became a2 matter of importanice,

The guide reported that water of an inferior quality couid be found
few iles farther on, and somewhat to the north of ofir conrse. Aecord-
ingly the proper dirvection was taken, and at the point indicated a deep
guliy was found containing a small stream of alkaline water, fed by
few springs. The springs bubbled up through the roek, and were cold
and clear, though 0! an unp!o want taxte, The grass at this point had
Deen neuh consumed by the buftalo, and except for the rank growth
of prickly-pear the gl«mnd would have been neavly destitate of vege-

tation.  Distance traveled eighteen miles.

Aungust 12—\ slight vain fell last night: camyp was broken with the
determination of reaching the viver to-day.  The course taken was
about sountheast, along the right bank of the ravine on which we had
just encamped. Numerous smailer ravines intersect this one, cutting up
the country so badly that it was {eaved onr trains conld not reach the
river in oue more marclh,

The knowledge and skill of our guide were equid to the emergency,
and he succeeded in finding a route by which the colnnmn avoided the
cullies almost entirely, The same san: Astone formation stiil continned.
The ravines eut mewu the strata and thoroughly expose them to view,
so that their thickress can be rea wlily measieed. . T HIARY CASeS ¢ones
and spires of heantitul proportions have Leen left sfanding, giving the
appearancs at a distance of Indian encampments, ov the runss of ancient
fovtifications,

Nuamerous butialo were seen along the line of cur maven, amed a large
herd was driven through the colamn, and o general attack made on
them by the ofiicers and =oldieis.

On reaching the valiey of the Yelowstone, some ten niiles from camp,
a glorious seene wias presented. The bludfs on either side of the river
ave from sixiy fo a l.umhwl feet in height, and the stream Hows from
side to side of the valley, leaving it boftom-dands within s curves
of vavied extent.  Where we straek the viver one of these vich meadows

s found, containing =ome two hundeed acves, skivted on the opposite
side by the river, fringed with cottonwood trees, whose vieh green color
was a gratitving eontrast to the hrown and wi ithered veoetation of the
vegion we had just leit,  Buclveling this ilat on e side next to fhe bindy
was a growth of timbetr berdering w slough, across which we had (o con-
struet @ roadway, with considerable Tabor, for the teams,

dugust 13.—No mareh was made to-th . The suwrveving party de-
seended the river seven wiles, to o point where the survey of fast year
rerminated.  Having found tiw Lt stake, the enzineers commenced
work, and carried their line upon the broad terrace next above the viver-
bottom, and continued it to a point nearly opposite this camp.

Onr camp is execedingly pleassort and quite pictaresqne. Hods en-











































