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.The annual amount of the trade and commerce on the upper Mississippi 
·river. 

MARCH 29, 1844. 
Referred to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

WAR DEPARTMENT, ~ll-farcft 22; 1844. 

Sir: In answer to your letter of the 20th inst.:mt, reqnesting an estimate 
of the amount and value of public property transported annually on the 
waters of the upper Mississippi, I respectfully transmit, herewith, reports 
of the officers of this departmeut, who are charged with such transportation. 

The aggregate annual amount of such supplies is estimated at $273,213 90,. 
as will be seen by the dr.tails of these reports. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
WILLIAM. WILKINS, 

Hon. S. BREESE, U. S. Senate. 
.secretary of War. 

QuARTERMASTER GE:t'<ERAL's OFFICE, 

Washington, JJfarclt 21, 1844. 

Sm: In reply to the inquiry of the Hon. lVIr. Breese, of the Senate, con
tained in his letter referred to this office yesterday, I have the honor to state, 
that the clothing and quartermaster's stores furnished through the Quarter
master's department for the troops on the .Mississippi and its tributaries, 
above the mouth of the .Missouri, amount altogether, as will be seen by 
the following statement, to about twenty-five thousand dollars annually, viz: 

Clothing and equipage for 3 companies at Fort Snelling - $4,041 93 
Do do 4 companies at Fort Crawford 5,389 24: 
Do do 2 companies at Fort Des Moines - 3,579 7S 
Do do 2 companies at Fort Atkinson 3,579 7S 
Do do 1 company at Fort Winnebago 1,347 31 

Quartermaster's stores for the same posts, about 
17,938 04: 

7,061 9& 

25,000 0() 

I have the honor to be, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servant, 
THO.MAS 8. JESUP, 

Quartermaster GenerlJl. 
Hon. WILLIAM WILKINs, Secretary of War. 
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ORDNANCE OFFICE, 
Washington, March 20, 1844. 

SIR: In answer to the letter addressed to you, 20th instant, by the Hon:... 
Mr. Breese, of the Senate, as to the probable amount and value of Gov
ernment supplies sent to Fort Snelling, Des Moines, Prairie du Chien, and 
other points on the upper Mississippi, I have the honor to reply, that, as 
relates to oranance supplies, the yearly value sent to that region of country 
is small. During the past year small arms, ammunition, and paints for 
gun carriages, were ordered to be sent for the companies stationed at Fort 
Atkinson, Fort Des Moines, and Prairie du Chein, to the amount of $5,910, 
and is probably beyond the annual average value of stores required from 
this department for that region of co~ntry. All these, as well as other 
stores for the troops, are transported to the places required by the Quarter
master's department. 

Mr. Breese's letter is herewith returned. 
I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant. 

G .. TALCOTT, 
Lieut. Colonel Ordnance; 

Hon. WILLIAl\~ WILKINs, 
Secretary of War. 

OFFICE OF CoJ-.nussARY GENERAL OF SunsiSTENCE, 
JVashingtmi, March 20, 1844', 

SIR : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a letter from the 
Hon. Sidney Breese, dated Senate Chamber, ~larch 20, I S44, referred by 
you to this office for a report. I transmit, herewith, a schednle exhibiting 
the quantity and value of the subsistence at the posts on the upper Missis· 
sippi and above the rapids. As the rapids render it necessary to forward 
a whole year's supply every spring, the table shows the quantity on hand 
immediately after an annual delivery. 

Most respectfully~ your obedient servant, 

Hon. WILLIAM WILKINS, 
Secretary of War. 

GEORGE GIBSON, 
Commissary General of Subsistence~ 
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Statement of the quantity and value of subsistence a/ the military posts 
on t!te upper Mississippi and its tributaries. 

Posts. Bulk, in barrels. 

Fort Snelling - 822 

Fort Crawford - 1,073 

Fort Atkinson - 530 

Fort Des .Moines 530 

Fort Winnebago 270 
-----

3,225 

Value. Remarks. 

$5,992 30 One year's supply for the gar-
rison-three companies. 

7,481 40 One year's supply for the gar-
rison-four companies. 

3,757 40 One year's supply for the gar-
rison-two companies. 

3,791 20 One year's supply for the gar-
rison-two companies. 

2,371 60 One year's supply for the gar-
----- rison-one company. 

23,393 90 

GEORGE GIBSON, 
Commissary General of Subsistence. 

0FFIC.E OF CoMMISSARY GENERAL oF SuBsisTENCE, 
Washington, March 20, 1844. 

\V' AR DEPAR'r.:MENT, 
Office Indian .ll.f/airs, Ma1·ch 20, 1844. 

SIR: In ans·.ver to the inquiry of the Hon. Mr. Breese, contained in. 
his letter of this date, I have to state that the probable amount and value 
of Government supplies for the Indians of the upper lVlississippi-em
bracing the following tribes, viz: Winnebagoes, Sacs and Foxes, and 
Sioux-is, for the first, $92,860; for the second, $85,540; and for the third, 
$40,510-making an aggregate of $218,910 annually. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
'f. HARTLEY CRAWFORD. 

Hon. \VrLLIAl\1 WILKINs, Secretary of War. 

GALENA, February 21, 1844. 
Sm: I have endeavored to avail myself of every means within my reach 

to procure such information, in addition to the experience derived from a 
residence here of seven years, as would enable me to respond, in a satis
factory manner, to the inquiries made in your communication to the Galena 
chamber of commerce, with as little delay as possible, after the date of my 
letter of the 21st instant. 

The result is imbodied in certain statements, and an approximate summary 
of the general trade of this place and the country above, dependent on the 
Mississippi, Wisconsin, and Turkey rivers, and in a letter addressed to me 
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by Mr. William Hempstead, in whose views I fully concur; all of which 
is herewith enclosed, and is respectfully submitted. 
_ I am not sufficiently acquainted with the details of the trade and busi
ness relations between Fever river and the rapids, nor can I procure such
information as would warrant me to make any statement in relation to it .. 
This much, however, I may say : it is already very considerable, and pro
gressively increasing, both in bulk and amount; that the proposed im
provements are not less interesting to the inhabitants of the sections of 
country within reach of the l\1ississippi and its tributaries, between Sa
vannah and the rapids, on both sides of the river, than to us of the north. 

The surplus produce north of Savannah and Bellevue naturally seeks a 
market in this mining ·region; whereas that south of those places must 
find a market below the rapids, and on to St. Louis; and, consequently, 
they can only compete with the producers who are located below the rap
ids, when the water is high, and frei!(lds of course low. 

Unquestionably "the price of freights is greatly enhanced by the ob
structions at the rapids, and would be greatly reduced by the removal of 
them;" and the evidence will be apparent, by referring to the "average 

_prices of freight" for a series of years, herewith, and comparing those of 
the years 1840 and 1841, but especially those of 1839 with those of 1843. 

The better to elucidate the fact, let us suppose that the stage of water 
in 1843 had been like that of 1839, and that instead of paying, as then, 50 
cents per 100 pounds for the freight of it, it could have been done at 40-
cents. In that case, the transportation of the 39 millions of pounds of lead 
to St. Louis would have cost - - $156,000 
'iVhereas, by reason of the favorable stage of water through the 

whole season, (equal, probably, to what it would be made by 
means of a channel three feet deep, and proper width, through 
the shoals on the rapids,) the transportation of this lead ac-
tually cost but 58,000 

Difference on one item, between high aud low water 98,000 
or, in other words, between "obstructions" and "the removal of them,"· 
in one year, on the freight of lead-and of course the whole up and doum 
trade is affected in a like ratio ; for it is not only the price of freight that 
is enhanced by these obstructions-ALL our business concerns are affected 
by them. For instance, when the passage .over the rapids is free, us in 1843, 
the premium of insurance hence to St. Louis, and vice versa, will be about 
~ per cent. As the water declines the premium advances to !, Jl, ~'and 
1 per cent. So, likewise, with the price of lead; the price of it declines 
with the depth of water on the rapids, and 1·ises with its increase. The 
average price of this article, during the year 1843, may be quoted at $2 37! 
per 100 pounds. And what, let me ask, would probably have been the 
price of it, with a low stage of water, as in 1839? Certainly not exceed--

. ing two dollars, and probably 5 to 10 cents less ! 
The loss of time also, by reason of these obstructions, is very great. 

When the passage over the rapids is unimpeded, goods shipped at Galena 
for St. Louis are generally delivered in four days; but when otherwise, 
and transhipments must be made to keel and flat boats, to pass over and 
reload on another boat below, from ten to fifteen days are required. 

You expressed a particular desire for information as to the lumber trade. 
I regret that it has not been possible for me to procure reliable data, as to : 
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the produce of the mills on the St. Croix and Chippewa rivers, but for the 
year 1843. This trade was but comparatively trifling until 1839. I should 
here remark, that the produce of the Wisconsin mills (24) would have 
been probably two millions more, but for the heavy loss of logs experi
enced by the spring freshets. 

About one--half of aH the sawed lumber made above finds a market this 
side of St. Louis, the other half reaches that port. The Galena market 
has taken this year about four millions of sawed lumber; the quantity now 
on hand is very small. The average price of sawed lumber here may be 
stated at about $9 per thousand, and at St. Louis $12. The expense of 
rafting to St. l .. ouis, in ordinary seasons, is about $2 per thousand. 

When we take into consideration the vast region of country that must 
depend on this. source alone for its supply of pine lumber, it is obvious 
that the trade must become, in a few years, vastly important. This leads 
me to remark, that inasmuch as these pine lands are generally valueless, 
except for the timber they bear, it seems· to me it would be the part of wis
dom, on the part of the Government, to bring them into market as soon as 
practicable; for there is a most outrageous waste being committed on them, 
and on the most valuable points-those being selected for chopping which 
are most accessible to water. As the demand for lumber increases, (and 
increase it must and will,) so the dilapidation will also increase. 

In conclusion, I beg leave to suggest, that a report from the Secretary of 
War, conformable to the memorandum appended to the approximate es
timate of imports, would be very interesting to us here, besides being usefnl 
in the discussion on the subject of the improvement of the Mississippi river. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your most obedient servant, 
THOMAS MEL VILL. 

Hon. SmNEY BREEsE, Washington. 

ME.l\WRANDUM.-The total product of the upper Mississippi lead mines, 
was- Pounds. 
For 1825 664,530 

1826 958,842 
1827 - 5~182, lBO 

(See American State Papers, Public Lands, vol. 5, page 5.-Report Su
perintendent United States Lead Mines.) 

.llhstract of lead shipped from Galena and ports above, from the year 
1835 to 1843, inclusive. 

Pounds. 

In the year 1835 - 11,ooo,ooo 
" 1836 - 13,000,000 
" 1837 - 15,000,000 
" 1838 - 14,000,000 
" 1839 - 15,000,000 
" 1840 - .20,000,000 
" 1841 - 32,000,000 
" 1842 - 33,000,000 
" 1843 - 39,000,000 

Should th~ stage of water be favorable during the approaching season, 
it may reasonably be expected the shipments of 1844 will reach about 
42,000,000. 
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.llbstract of pine lumber sent forward from the mills on the St. Croix 
and Chippewa rivers for 1843, andfrom those on the Wisconsin for 
1840, 1841, 1842, and 1843. 

From whence. N umbet of feet Square feet of Shingles. Laths. 
of boards, plank, hewn timber. 
andjoists, (board 
measure.) 

----~--------·l----------·-----------1----------~--------

St. Croix mills - 8,000,000 50,000 - 1,000,000 
Chippewa mills - 5,500,000 - 1,200,000 1,000,000 
Wisconsin mills - _2oo,ooo ___ -___ 1--.::__oo,ooo 2,00?,000 

Total 

The Wisconsin 
·mills (24) sent for
ward, viz: 
In 1840 -
In 1841 -
In 1842 -

_. 

21,000,000 

6,200,000 
7,800,000 
8,500,000 

50,000 

40,000 

3,400,000 4,000,000 

1,500,000 
1,800,000 
2,000,000 

1,000,000 
1,500,00() 
1,200,000 

.llverage prices of freight to and from St. Louis,from 1836 to 1843. 

Years. Prices from Ga- Prices from St. Remarks. 
lena to St. Louis, Louis to Galena, 
per cwt. per cwt. 

1836 - $0 3 ... 1 12 $0 80 Inflated prices. 
1837 - 33! 75 Inflated prices. 
1838 - 30 62~ 
1839 - 50 1 00 Very low water. 
1840 - 37~ 75 Low water. 
1841 - 33! 50 Low water. 
1842 - 22 40 
1843 - 15 22 High water. 

MEMORANDU.M.-lt is. well to remark here, that in 1839 it cost $75,000 to 
transport 15,000,000 pounds of lead to St. Louis, whereas in 1843 it cost but 
$58,000 to transport 39,000,000 pounds to that port. By comparing the aver
age prices of freight from Galena and ports above to St. Louis in 1839 with 
those of 1843, some idea may be formeu of the importance of removing 
the obstructions on the rapids. 

If the stage of water had been during the season in 1843 as in 1839, it 
is reasonable to presume the average price of freight would.have been at 
least 40 cents per cwt. down stream. Therefore, the cost of freight on 
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39,000,000 pounds of lead forwarded to St. Louis would have been 
$156,000, instead of $5S,OOO. 

Here, then, is a difference of $98,000 on the transportation of lead alone, 
in one yea'r, caused by the obstructions at the rapids-a reasonable allow
ance being made for a fall in prices since 1839 . 

.!lbstract of arrivals at Galena of steamboats and keelboats (in tow) from 
St. Louis, in the years 1841, 1842, and 1843, and of the amount8 of 
jreigh.ts and passage money earned by them in those years. 

---
Number of arrivals. l 

Average price of freights. 

I 
Years. Amount of Amount of pas-

freights. sage money. Galena to St. St. Louis to 
Steamboats. Keelboats. Louis, per Galena, per 

cwt. cwt. 

----

1841 - 143 11 $124,000 $73,000 $0 33! $0 50 
1842 - 195 92 137,000 73,000 22 40 
1843 - 243 50 121,000 82,500 15 22 

.llpproximate estimate of the trade of Galena and ports above for the 
year 1843. 

EXPORTS . 

Articles. Quantity. Value. 

-----------------1--------------------- -._ --------
Lead 
Copper 
Pine boards, plank, and joists-

Shingles 
Laths 
Hewn timber 

Hides 
Agriculturaral products and 
various other articles 

Total exports 

39,461,171 pounds 
95,000 pounds 

21,000,000 feet, 
board measure $204,000 

3,400,000 9,350 
4,000,000 . 9,000 

50,000 sq. ft. 3,000 

14,000 

IMPORTS, 

Consisting principally of groceries, dry goods, iron, steel, salt, 
powder, crockery, glass and hardware, sheet iron, tin, stoves, 
iron castings, wines, spirits, leather, nails, glass, clothing., . 

$937,'202 
11,400 

225,350 
28,000 

48,048 

1,250,000 

boots, shoes, hats, saddlety, drugs: paints, fruit, &c., estimated at ~0,000 

THOMAS MELVILL. 
GALENA, February 26, 1844. 



Statement oj amounts o/ probable re·r:eipts of regular boats in the Galena trade,for freight and passage, for 1841, 1842, 
and 1843. 

1841. 1812. 1843. 

Names of boats. Tons. 

'frips. Keds. Freights. Passage. Trip~>. Keels. Freights. Passage. Trips. Keels. Freights. Passage. . 
-------

Otter - - ~ - 95 15 9 $15,000 $7,000 11 6 $10,000 $3,000 19 - $6,000 $4,000 

Agnes 92 10 8 6,000 4,000 
. 

11 3 5,000 3,800 - - -
Indian Queen - -. 115 7 6 5,000 2,000 4 - 2,000 1,200 

Chippewa- - - 102 11 11 10,000 6,500 6 9 4,000 2,000 13 4- 8,000 4,000 

Rapids - - - 115 15 10 10,000 8,000 14 5 7,000 5,000 14 . - 4,500 3,000 

Illinois - - - 120 10 7 8,000 4,000 3 2 2,000 1,000 

lone - - - 140 6 9 7,000 5,000 7 4 7,000 3,500 

Mermaid - - - 160 4 4 4,000 2,000 - - - - 3 - 2,000 1,000 

New Brazil - - 200 4 2 5,000 3,000 18 11 15,000 8,000 15 2 11,000 8,000 

Iowa - - - 112 19 17 18,000 13,000 20 11 15,000 7,000 23 10 10,000 8,000 

Matta - - - 130 4 5 4,000 4,000 
Amaranth- - - 200 3 6 4,500 3,000 7 3 8,000 6,000 16 7 13,000 8,000 

Ohio - - - 130 2 3 2,000 2,000 20 7 15,000 5,000 22 9 12,000 8,000 

Galena - - - 115 2 2 1,500 900 15 10 9,000 6,000 16 4 7,000 5,000 

Osprey - - - 105 - - - - 8 - 5,000 3,000 12 - 6,000 6,000 

St. Louis Oak - - 115 - - - - 9 3 5,000 4,000 18 1 7,000 5,000 

General Brock - - 120 - - - - 5 2 6,000 4,000 15 17 18,000 7,000 

Potosi - - - 115 - - - - 8 8 5,000 3,000 18 5 7,000 5,000 

Jasper - - - 98 - - - - 4 3 3,000 1,000 6 - 2,500 1,500 

0Mge - - - 140 - - - - - - - - 12 - 6,000 4,000 

Sarah Ann - - 135 4 1 4,000 2,000 5 2 4,000 %,000 2 - 2,000 

Nauvoo - - - 125 7 4 5,000 2,000 
11 transient boats - - 1,300 20 7 Hi,OOO 5,000 20 - 10,000 5,000 19 - 7,000 5,000 

-- ------ --
143 111 124,000 73,400 195 92 137,000 73,500 243 50 121,000 82,500 

.., 
~ 
~ 
~ 

1.--J 

00 
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Statement of rates of freight (per cwt.) for four years, on the 1st, 15th, 
and 30th of each month. · 

1840. 1841. 1842. 1843. 

Months. -----

lst I 15th 30th 1st 15th 30th 1st 15th 30th 1st I 5th 30th 

- - - - - - - - - - -- -

Cts. Cts. Cts. Cts. Cts. Cts. Cts. Cts. Cts. Cts. Cts. Cts~ 
March . - - - - - - - - 20 20 IS:i 
April - - - 25 25 20 30 25 25 16 15 15 - 18 15 
May - - - 20 20 20 25 20 20 15 15 20 15 12~ 12~ 
June - - - 20 20 20 22 22 20 20 20 20 10 8 6;!-
July . - - 20 25 50 20 18 20 20 18 15 7 7 8 
August - - - 50 50 50 25 31 ! 37-! 18 37~ 20 15 20 20 
September - - - 50 50 50 40 40 37~ 20 15 121 20 20 20 
October - - -i 50 

40 37~ 37~ 45 ~~ 10~ 10~ 30 18 15 12! 
November - - - 31! - - 50 65 37~ 37~ - 12~ 25 30 

Average price, say 37~ cents. 
I 

33 cents. 22 cents. 15 cents. 

--
GALENA, February 24, 1844. 

DEAR SIR : I hand yon, as per your request, to be forwarded to Hon. 
S. Breese, of the United States Senate, a statement of the pr.:>bable earnings 
of the steamboats engaged in the trade passing over the Mississippi rapids, 
dividing, a·.s near as may be, the proportions of freight and passage money 
received by them. From it, it will be seen that, in J8l1l, ·there were made 
143 trips, and Ill keelboats towed up and down; and the earnings were-
For freights $124,000 
For passage 73,400 

For freights 
For passage -

For freights 
For passage -

In 1842, 195 trips, 92 keelboats-
137,000 
73,500 

In 1843, 243 trips, 50 keelboats-
121,000 

82,500 

$197,400 

210,500 

---- 203,500 
Making an average of about $200,000 per annum paid out for freight 
and passage. It may be well to observe that, in 1841, the difficulty at the 
rapids by Jow water was great, and the price of freight ranged so high that 
the prices paid on 143 trips reached almost the amount paid in 1842 for 
195 trips ; and also in 1843, when we had an unusual good stage of water, 
the prices ranged so low that the boats, making 243 trips, (say 48 more 
than in 1842,) brought to and carried away one-third more merchan
dise and lead, but did not earn as much as in 1842. This difference in the
receipts of the boats went to benefit the consumer of goods and the ship
per of lead, and was, in fact, a benefit to all. 

For 1840 I have no account of the number of boats, or of their trips; 
but yon will perceive, from a statement of prices of freight~ down stream 
that year, that the river was very Jow ; and in 1839 it was still lower, a 

2 . 
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I paid as high as $1 per 100 pounds freight on lead from Potosi, Wiscon
sin Territory, and 75 cents from here-and freights up were $1 50 to 
$2 per 100 pounds ; and my opinion is, that the year 1843 presents a 
fair range of the prices that we might expect if a channel of three feet 

• water could be made over the shoal places of both rapids. 
I have also prepared a statement of the prices of freights to St. Louis 

on lead, on the 1st, 15th and 30th of each month of navigation, for the years 
1840, 1841, 1842, and 1843, and which will, I think, average about as fol
lows: for 1840, say 37~ cents per 100 pounds; for 1841, 33 cents; for 1842, 
22 cents; and for 1843, 15 cents per 100 pounds. Now, supposing the rates 
of freights in 1841 and 1842 to have been the same as in 1843, when there 
was not much obstruction at the rapids, the saving to the country would 
have been on lead shipped in 1841 (say 463;000 pigs, at 70 pounds per 
pig, 32,4lO,bOO pounds, at difference of 18 cents) $58,338; in 1S42 (say 
473,000 pigs, at 70 pounds per pig, 33,110,000 pounds, at difference of 7 
cents) $22,177 ; showing a gain to the country in 1841 of $58,338, 
and in 1842 of $22,177, together with a corresponding gain upon up 
freights and passages, had there been no obstructions at the rapids, and 
which might be estimated for freights and passages, both up and down, as 
being not less than $130,000 for 1841 and ~75,000 for 1842, as the prices 
of freights and of passages, both up and down, have advanced and fallen 
off with the freights down, and as the river has been high or low. 

These estimates are made up from the actual knowledge of tl1e receipts 
of several boats, and from some knowledge of the amount of business done 
by others. 

I have always deemed the Government (from the large ·quantity of pub
lic domain still unsold above the rapids) more deeply interested and affected 
by the obstruction at the rapids than any class of citizens, as it has retard
ed the settlement and sale of much country that emigrants, by cheap travel
ling, would visit and settle upon, and ultimately buy ; and the amount 
already received from sales of public lands in Iowa, and that part of Illinois 
and Wisconsin bordering on the Mississippi river, should induce them to 
hope that Congress would uot withhold an appropriation which must, in a 
great degree, benefit the United States, in the sale of the lands yet to be 
brought into market. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
W. HEMPSTEAD. 

Major T. MELVILL, Galena. 


