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LIST OF THE PAPERS WITH AN ANALYSIS OF THEIR CONTENTS. 

AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 

No. From and to whom. Date. Subject. Page. 

---
1893. 

351 Mr. Grant to Mr. Gresham- Apr. 11 Military service: Incloses correspondence 1 
with foreign office relative to the arrest and 
subsequent release of Edward Drucker. 

353 Same to same •••• - ••....... Apr. 19 Arrest of Charles Mercy alias Saul Mo6rser for 1 5 
evasion of military service and embezzlement 
previous to emigration: The former charge 
was withdrawn on evidence of natnralization 
and Mercy was released under bond on the 
latter charge. Ho is supposed to have 
returned to the United States. Incloses cor-
respondence with J\Iercy, the latter's father, 

Mr. Gresham to Mr. Grant . May 
and the foreign office. 

299 8 Same subject: Acknowledging dispatch No. 3ri3, 13 
remarks that Mercy's naturalization papers 
were taken from him, and instructs him to 
express t.he expectation t.hat nnturalized citi-
zens will be accorded the right of 1ree appeal 
to the legation and the opportunity to estab-
lish by aocumentary proof their claim for 

May 12 
intervention on the part of the legation. 

360 Mr. Grant to Mr. Gresham. Same subject: Incloses note from foreign u 
office announcing Mercy's flight, and present-
h1g t.I1e circumstance as a justification for the 
withbolrling of l1is papers. 

310 I Mr. Gr"h= to Mr. Gmnt .

1 

Jnne 1 Same su bjoct: Observes, in answer to the above, 14 
that there is an essential distinction between 
withholding naturaliz;ttion papers from the 
bearer and withholding them from the lega-
tion of the United States. 

13 Mr. Tripp to Mr. Gresham. July 1 Military service: John Benich, a naturalized 15 
citizen, is arrested and enlisted by the author-
ities of Croatia in spite of consular a,;ent's 
representations, and in violation of the treaty 
which they openly disre~'trd. Presents t1Je 
case as au outrage, and inc oses reports of the 
consular ~ent and correspondence with tho 
foreign o ce. Benich has been temporarily 
released. 

14 Same to same ....••••••..... July 12 Arrest of Charles Mercy: The bond rcferrNl to 22 
in dispatch No. 360 has been declareu forfeited, 
and a bill of indictment for embezzlement 
issued. 

29 Mr. Gresham to Mr. Tripp_ Sept. 4 Military servke-case of John Benich: There-
fusal of Croatian authot ities to recognize the 

23 

validity of the treaty or the authority of the 
Un!ted States representative at Fiume calls 
for their rebuke by the Austrian Government, 
a11d a proper expression of regret. Insi3ts 
upon the necessity of a passport being recog-
nizell as valid until 11l10wn to be otherwiRe, 
and then the facts should at once be brought 
to the notice of the Government of the United 
States through its legatwn. 
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XXXVI LIST OF P APER8. 

BRAZIL. 

No. From and to whom. Date. Subject. Page. 

1892. 
135 Mr. Blaine to Mr. Dockery. Mar. 1 Duties imposed on skins exported to the United 26 

States by the State of Bahia, in violation of 

i:~:Et~~%n:~S1~f~heeut~it~~lc~~~~!s ~t ~fhi! 
in the matter, ancl instructs him to bring it to 
the attention of the minister for foreign af-
fairs. 

228 Mr.Lawrenceto Mr. Blaine . .Apr. 23 Same subject: The Government of Rrazil i~ seek- 26 
ing an underst.anding with the governors of 
the States of Bahia and Pernambuco in order 
~fo~t~d.rotests may be attended to. Notes in-

155 Mr. Blaine to Mr. Conger . .. June 2 Same subject.: Approves Mr. Lawrence's note 2& 
to the minister for foreign afl'airs inclosed in 
dispatch No. 228. 

1893. 
390 Mr. Markell to Mr. Foster . . Feb. 10 Same subject: The governor of Bahia bas de- 28 

cided that the duty can not be imposed, and 
that claims of export merchants are valid. 
Correspondence inclosed. 

408 Mr. Markell to Mr. Gresham . Mar. 13 Same subject: The g,overnor of Bahia will reim- 29 
burse all ' export uties improperly collected, 
and that of Pernambuco will lay the matter 
ucfore the State legislature. 

248 Mr. Gresham to Mr. Conger . Mar. 30 Same subject: Expresses gratification at the in- 30 
formation contained in dispatch No. 390. 

250 Same to same ..•••••••••... . .Apr. 3 Death of Baron de Aguiar da Andrade, envoy 30 
extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary 
of Brazil on a special mission: Honors paid 
by the United States Government at the 
funeral. 

419 Mr. Conger to Mr. Gresham . Apr. 3 Insnrrection in the State of Rio Grande do Sui 31 
caused by the struggle between the governor, 
De Castilhos, who is supported by the Federal 
Government, and Martins, the leader of a rna-
jority of the people in the State: Reports the 
prevailing belief that the forces sent by the 

258 Mr. AdeetoMr. Conger .... 
Government will suppress the movement. 

Apr. 28 Duties imposed on exports: Expresses grat.ifica- 31 
tion at the information conveyed in dispatch 
No. 408. 

436 Mr. Conger to Mr. Gresham. May 3 Dissensions in the Brazilian cabinet: Reports 32 
the resignation of the ministers of .finance 
and of marine. Incloses comments of the Rio 
News accompanying Admiral de Mello's letter 

442 Same to same •••••••••••.... 
of resignation. 

May 13 Death of .Baron de .Aguiar de Andrade: In- 35 
closes letter of minister of foreign affairs ac -
knowledgi11g the.courtesies extended by the 
Government of the United States. 

446 Mr. Conger to Mr. Gresham. May 26 Impeachment of Vice-President Peixoto: Re- 36 
ports that a motion for the, bas been intro-
duced in the House of Deputies and that the 
outcome is 1mcertain. 

448 Same to same ..•••••••••.•.. June 2 Duties on wheat flour imported from the United 
States: Orders have been issued, after some 

36 

delay, to discontinue their collection and to 
strictly carry out the reciprocity arrangement 
Correspondence with minister for foreign 
affairs inclosed. 

453 Same to !'lame ..•••••••...... June 9 Impeachment of Vice-President Peixoto was 38 

277 
voted down June 8 by 93 to 52. 

Mr. Gresham to Mr. Conger. July 5 Duties on wheat flour imported from tl10 United 38 
States: Expresses gratification at the in for-
mation conveyed in dispatch No. 448. 

283 Same to same .•••••••••..... July 18 Cigf~~~s n;~~~~:ii ~hif~b~ii~~~tTro!0n;;;~n~~ 38 

the United States: Points out the hardship 
on commerce imposed by that measure and 
instructs him to endeavor to have it removed, 
or at least to secure the adoption of suggcs tion 
that American exporters may be permitted to 

~i~~ ~b~~~~~:iYi~mGg:e~:~o:~~~ng their code 
dGS Mr. Conger to Mr. Gresham. July 24 Insurrection in Rio Grande do Sui: Reports 39 

progress of the, the action and subsequent 
capture of Admiral Wanden Kolk, who joirJCd 

:~ti!r:~~~c~i~sihe vd·e~ilr:~id~!~~'l ~~u~:~ 
are apparent. 



LIST OF PAPERS. XXXVII 

BRAZIL-Continued. 

No. 

474 

481 

485 

From and to whom. Date. 

1893. 
Mr. A.dee to Mr. Congel' July 27 

(telegram). 
Mr. Conger to Mr. (tresham July 29 

(telegram). 
Same to same .•••••••••..••• July 31 

Mr. Conger to Mr. Gresham Aug. 3 
(telegram). 

Same to same .....•..••..•.. Aug. 18 

Same to same (telegram) .... Aug. 30 

Same to same ............... Aug. 30 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. 
Gresham (tele~ram). 

Sept. 6 

Same to same (telegram) ... Sept. 7 

3 Same to same ............... Sept. 7 

Same to same (telegram) ... Sept. 8 

M_r. Gresham to Mr. Thomp- Sept. 8 
son (telegram). 

Same to same (telegram) ... Sept. 9 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. 
Gresham (telegram). 

Septy 11 

Same to same (telegram) ... Sept. 11 

4 Mr. Thompson 
Gresham. 

to Mr. Sept. 11 

Same to same (telegram) .... Sept. 14 

Same to same (telegram) .... Sept. 15 

11 Same to same . ..••••• -....... Sept. 19 

17 Same to same .. .. . • . • ••• • . .. Sept. 19 

Same to same (telegl'am). . . . Sept. 28 

Mr. Strobel to Mr. Thomp- Sept. 28 
som (telegram). 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gres- Oct. 2 
ham (telegram). 

Subject. 

Cipher messages: Repeats the instructions given 
in No. 283 above. 

Same subject; Removal of restrictions an­
nounced. 

Same subject: Quotes a telegram from minister 
for foreign affahs annnouncing the rees­
tablishment of cipher communication between 
the United States and the northern States 
of Brazil. 

Same subject: Cipher messages to Santos are 
still prol1ibited for the present. 

Tax levied by the State of Amazonas on rubber 
in transit: A. speedy settlement has been re­
quested of the State aut.horities by the Gov­
ernment. Notes inclosed. 

Cipher messages to Santos: Removal of pro­
hibition announced. 

Same subject: Incloses correspondence ex­
changed with the minister for foreign affairs. 

R~~~~~t~~stht~ ~~~~~:d ~~vae ~na~~~L~oce~~le;! 
Vice-President Peixoto resi~n. 

Same subject: The diplomatJC corps has de­
clined an invitation of the Vice-Presitlent to 
discuss with him measures to adopt in the 
event of bombardment. 

Same subject: Reports that Admiral de Mello 
is in command of the revolt, gives the forces 
and position of the respective parties, and the 
nnmber of foreign war vessels; trade little 
affected thus far. 

Same subject: Martial law has been authorized 
by the Brazilian Congress, a::1d a war vessel of 
the United States shoald be sent at once. 

Telegraphic communications with Brazil : In­
structs him to make representations against 
the suspension of. 

ReYolt of Brazilian navy: The U.S. S. Detroit 
has been ordered to Rio and the Charleston is 
due there. 

Telegraphic communications with Brazil: All 
telegrams in plain language may be trans­
mitted u-pon visa of the minister of marine. 

Revolt of Brazilian navy. Martiallawhasbeen 
declared and commerce is suspended. 

Same subject: Proclamation of revolting 
Admiral de Mello enclosed, 

Same 11nbject: Opening of hostilites and pro­
hibition of commercial telegrams reported. 

Same s u bjcct: 'l'he insurgents have ordered 
merchant vessels to move out of the lJarbor 
with theapparentpurposeofl>ombarding city. 

Restrictions on commercial tele~rams. The 
minister for foreign affairs at first declines 
to remove them, but a sebsequent official 
notice allows the transmission of telegrams 
visaed by the minister of finance. 

Revolt of the Brazilian navy. Situation un­
changed. The contest appears to be between 
the army and the navy, and the people show 
but liltle interest in the outcome. 

Same subject: Reports that hehas asked U. S. 
naval commander to protect by force if 
necessary American commerce, and suggests 
a strong stand a~ainst bombardment of 
Rio de Janeiro whwh has already causecl 
loss of life and property. 

Same subject: Instructs him to furnish com­
manding officer U. S. naval forces with copy 
of order to the effect that further destruc-

!~~rt~~~ b~r~~fc1:~o~~ra~e Fo~~:e~~etl t~~ 
Government of the UniLed States by pro­
test and otherwise and every effort used to 
protect American persons and property. 

Same subject: Admiral in command of revolt­
ing squadron announced intention to bom­
bard Rio de Janeiro. Representatives of 
United States, France, Great Britain, 
Portugal, and Italy in conference to-day 
advised commanding officers of foreign war 
vessels to prevent bombardment. 

Page. 

41 

41 

41 

42 

42 
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45 
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XXXVIII LIST OF PAPERS. 

BRAZIL-Continued. 

No. From and to whom. Date. 

1893. 
:Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gres- Oct. 2 

ham (telegram). 

Same to same (telegram).... Oct. 9 

Mr. Gresham to Mr. Thomp- Oct. 11 
son (telegram). 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Oct. 12 
Gresham (telegram). 

39 Same to same ..••••••••••••. Oct. 13 

43 Same to same .....•.•••••••. Oct. 13 

44 Same to same.·······:······ Oct. 13 

45 

46 

30 

Same to same ..•••••••..••.. Oct. 14 

Same to same ...•••.•...••. Oct. 16 

Mr. Gresham to Mr. Thomp- Oct. 19 
son. 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. 
Gresham (telegram). 

Oct. 21 

Same to same (telegram) .... Oct. 21 

Same to same (telegram.... Oct. 24 

Mr.Gresl1amtoMr.Thomp- Oct. 25 
son (telegram). 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gres- Oct. 30 
ham (telegram). 

Mr.GreshamtoMr.Thomp- Nov. 1 
son (telegram). 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gres- Nov. 7 
bam (telegram). 

Same to same (telegram).... Nov. 8 

Sametosame(telegram) .•.. Nov. 9 

Subject. 

Same subject: Diplomatic representatives by 
verbal note request that Government of Bra­
zil rleprive revolting squadron of all pretexts 
for hostile action against Rio de Janeiro. 

Same subject: Through intervention of foreign 
fteet admiral in command of revolting squad­
ron promises not to bombard Rio de Janeiro. 
It is rumored that an attempt will be made to 
restore the monarchy. 

Same subject: Instructs him to favor legitimate 
entry and export of .American-owned mer­
chandise and innocent trade of Amer·ican 
ships. 

Same subject: Notice issued on September 18, 
tl.at necessary protection would be ~riven 
legitimate entry and export of American­
owned merchandise. English barge seized, 
Americans not interferred with, Fort Ville­
jaignon, l1itherto neutral, has declared for the 
revolutionist!'~. Will not fire on Rio deJa­
neiro. General bombardment Tuesday be­
tween revolting fteet and squadron and three 
loyal forts. 

Same subject: Confirms above, incloses notice 
published by him regarding protection of 
American merchandise and ships. Reports 
indifference of the people in the conflict. 

Same subject: Reviews the situation from Sep­
tember 21 to date, including Boynt~n's abor­
tive attempt to blow up revolting ship Aqui­
daban. 

Same subject: Reports tl1at diplomatic repre­
sentatives and naval commanders have come 
to an understanding with the revolutionists, 
that Rio de Janeiro shall not be bombarded. 
Incloses correspomlcnce. 

Same subjP-ct: Decree withdrawing the protec­
tion of Brazilian tlag from revolting squadron. 

Same subject: Second manifesto of Admiral 
Mello. 

Restrictions on Telegrams: Commends his 
eJforts towards removing the same. 

Revolt of the Brazilian navy: .ri.rrival of New­
aTk. Sit::ation unchanged. Attempts of 
insurgents to land unsuccessful. Daily bom­
bardments between forts. 

Same subject: Admiral in command of revoltil1g 
sqadrou again threate11s to bombard Rio de 
Jancrio. Mello attempting to form govern­
ment at Catharina. Rumored blockade at that 
port. 

Same subject: Reports request of insurgents 
through U. S. naYal commander for recogni­
tion as belligerents, a l'rovisional g:overnmeut 
having been established at Dcsterro. Names 
of members given. U1ugnay refuses recogni­
tion to insurgent vessel Republica. 

Same subject. Recognition of insurgents as 
belligerents not justified by their present 
political organization. Instructs him to re­
})Qrt events as they occur, espouse the cause 
of neither side, and maintain until further 
instructions the attitude of an indifferent 
spectator. 

Same subject: Asks if he-is autl1orized to pro­
tect by force American merchandise placed on 
Brazilian barges. 

Same subject: Any interference with American 
commerce bytheinsurgents, who are not recog­
nized as belligerents, can and should be re­
sisted. 

Same subject : Movements of Government 
troops against insurgents. Lack of under­
standing between Mello and southern insur· 
gents. English officers and seamen killed by 
explosion of magazine. 

Same subject: Killing of noncombatants by in­
sugents' fire on Rio. 

Same subject: Firing by insurgents on Rio in 
violation of agreement; loss of a torpedo boat 
by insurgents; bombardment apprehended. 
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LIST OF PAPERS. XXXIX 

BRAZIL-Continued. 

No. From and to whom. Date. Subject. 

1893. 
65 Mr. Thompson to Mr. Nov. 10 Revolt of :Brazilian navy: Recognition of insur· 

gents; incloses communication:; from minister 
of forei~n afl'airsprovisional government and 
Admiral Mello requesting that they be recog­
nized as belligerents. 

Gresham (telegram). 

66 Same to same............... Nov. 10 

68 Same to same ....••••••... -. Nov. 10 

Same subject: Diplomatic representatives inform 
.Brazilian Government that the manufacture of 
arms and projectiles in arsenal will afford in­
surgents grounds for an attack on the city. 
:Brazilian Government, while declining to be 
limited in its preparation for defense, denies 
manufacture of arms; incloses correspondence. 

69 Sametosame .•..••••...•••. Nov~ 10 

Same subject: Repo1·t upon the causes and prog­
ress of the revolution in :Brazil. 

Same subject: Firing by insurgents on search-
light on Gloria Hill endangering adjacent sub­
tubs; representations of :Brazilian Government 
communicated by diplomatic corps to naval 
commanders, who decline to interfere. Corre-
spondence inclosed. 

70 Sametosame .•••.••••••.... Nov.10 Same subject: Accidental meeting with Admiral 
Mello on board U. S. S. Newark on the tllird 
uay after arrh·al at Rio de .Janeiro. Politics 
not discussed. Impartiality of Admiral Stan­
ton, of the U.S. Navy. 

74 Sametosame .••••••••.•••.. Nov. 14 Same subject: Admiral da Gama, a monarchist, 
commanding arsenal on thellha das Cobrasancl 
Fort Villegaignon, hitherto neutral, likely· to 
join tl1e insurgents. Action taken for protec­
tion of foreign commerce by war vessels. 

78 

88 

93 

Same to same (telegram) .... Nov. 15 

Same to Same (telegram).... Nov. lG 

Same to same----·······- ___ Nov. 16 

Same to same (telegram).·- .. Nov. 17 

Mr. Gresl1amtoMr. Thorup· Nov. 17 
son (tdegram). 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Nov. 18 
Gresham (telegram). 

Mr. Gresham to Mr. 'l'homp· Nov. 20 
son (telegram). 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Nov. 23 
Gresham (teleg-ram). 

Same to same (telegram). __ . Nov. 23 

Same to same (telegram) .... Nov. 29 

Same to same ...•••.••..••.. Nov. 30 

Same to same (telegram) ___ . Dec. 

Same subject: Martial law declared in the State 
of Pernambuco. 

Same subject: Newspapers suppressed and 
mern bers of Congress arrested in Peru am buco. 

Same subject: Decreeestablishing:martiallawat 
Pernambuco from Nov. 15 to Nov. :10 inclosed. 

Same subject: .Asks if he shall act with diplo-
matic corps in presenth1g request of com­
mamlers of foreign naval vessels that firing 
from forls cease while harbor is senrched for 
floating torpedoes. Similar demand made of 
insurgents. 

Same snb,iect: If neutral ships are endangered 
by· fioatin"' torpedoes, instructs ldm to join 
wit.]l his c3lleagues in requesting both sides 
to permit removal. 

Same subject: United States Consul at Pernam­
buco asks for a naval vessel, at the request of 
American citizens. 

Same subject: Remarks that his telegram of tlw 
18th does not aftord sufficient basis for instJ-uc­
tions; directs him to confer wiLL commander 
of United States naval forces. 

Same subject: Insurgent moni tm .T a vary sunk 
by shell from Nichthcroy batteries. 

Same sub.iect: 1,800 insurgents from Rio Gr::mde 
marching on Santa Catharina; 5,000 Govern­
ment troops oruered a~ainst them. Informa­
tion received from mimster foreign a-ffairs. 

Same subject: Attack on Nichtl1eroy and Santa 
Cat harina by insurgents repulsed. Loss oftbe 
Pallas and Madeira of the revolted squadron. 

Same subject: Martial law continued in the 
District Federal and the States of Pernam­
buco Rio de .Janeiro San Paula, Parana, 
Santa Catharina, and Rio Grand do Sui. In­
closes decree. 

Same to same............... Dec. 

Same subject: Admiral Mello left bay this morn­
ing, going south on .Aqttidaban. 

Same to same (telegram). . . . Dec. 5 

4 Same subject: Reports particulars of Admiral 
Mello's forcing his passage out of the bay. 
Growing probability of Admiral da Gama's ac­
cession to the insurgent cause. 

Same subject: :Firing on the city by insurgents. 
Message from leading .American merchants of 
Rio to the effect that the city is fired into daily, 
no notice being given. A number of foreign­
ers have been killed. Asks tl1at American 
squadron lie instructed to Jlrevent firing into 
the city until proper notice is given and to 
keep constantly a line of communication with 
the corumlate. 
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XL LIST OF PAPERS, 

BRAZIL-Continued. 

No. From and to whom. Date. Subject. Page. 

---
189a. 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Dec. 5 Revolt of Bmzilian navy: Reports that the con· 7 
Gresham (telegram). dition of affairs at Pernambuco does uot war-

rant the dispatch of a war vessel to that place. . 
Admiral Mello, after pilla~ing quarantine sta-
tion of Ilha Grande, saile south. 

94 Same to same .............. -- Dec. 5 Same subject: Firing on the city by insurgents. 7 
Foreign naval commanders decline to interfere. 
Incloses correspondence with Brazilian Gov-
erument and naval commanders and petitions 
of American residents against firing on the 
city. 

95 Same to same .............. Dec. 5 Same subject: Acknowledges department tele- 82 
gram of November 20. Explains that consul 
at PernambucC> reported mere rumors of im·· 
pending clanger which pro•ed unfouncled. 

Same to same (telegram)_. __ Dec. 9 Same suoject: Admiral da Gama has declared 82 
in favor of the insurgents and restoration of 
the Government as it was before establish· 

8 

ment of the Republic. 
Same to same (telegram) ... - Dec. 13 Same subject: Minister of foreign affairs in- 82 

forms him that the object of the insurgents 1 
will henceforth be the restoration of the Em-
pire. 

Same to same (telegram)_ ... Dec. 14 Same subject: Admiral da Gama informs com· 82 
manden; that he will endeavor to prevent land-
iug of merchandise. British naval forces have 
withclrawn protection. 

Same to same (telegram) ... - Dec. 17 Same subject: Commanders have withdrawn 83 
£rotection from commerce. American vessels 

ave protested, but, not having communica-
tion with Capt. Picking, can not ascertain his 
position. Situation the same. Department's 
instruet.ions of November 1 should be enforced. 

107 Same to same ............... Dec. 18 Same subject: Manifest of Admiral da Gama 83 
declarin!f for insurrection and the,restoration 
of the Emtre unfavombly received by the 
ma~ses an the a,ress. Incloses manifesto 
and Government em·ee d~claring cla Gama a 
traitor. 

Same to;mme (telegram) .... Dec. 21 Same subject: Reports order of Government 
for merchant Yessels to move from islanc.ls 

85 

}Jeltl by insurgents and refusal of protection 
to American vessels by Capt. Picking on 
the ground that it would be mterfering w1th 

22 
insurgents' line ot fire. 

Same to same (telegram) .... Dec. Same subject: Brazilian Government pu blisbed 85 
a notice ordering all ships exposed to remove, 
as revolted ships have taken refuge amidst 
foreign ships and therefrom fire upon land 
forces. 

Same to same (telegram) .... Dec. 25 Same subject: Insurgents have informed Ital 86 
ian admiral that they will bombard unless 
recognized as belligerents. Perceptible 
change in favor of the Government has been 
created by da Gama's proclamation in favor 
of restoration of the Empire. En()'agements 
with insurgents do not appear to have been 

Mr. Gresl1am to Mr. '.rhomp· Dec. 25 
enforced by naval comma.ndmg offic?er!!. 

86 Same subject.: II1strncts him to remaip in Rio 
son (telegram). 

Mr. Dec. 
uulesA danger is greater than reported. 

Mr. Thompson to 26 Same subject: Reco~nition as belligerents asked 86 
Gresham (telegram). byda Gama. Dip omatic representatives will 

not recommend it. 
Same to same (telegram) .... Dec. 27 Same subject: Reports that he has been in Rio 86 

Dec. 27 
most of the time, always when needed. 

Jl':l Same to same ............... Same subj<•ct: Martial law continued in certain 87 
States. Decree inclosed. 

114 Same to same ............... Dec. 28 Same subject: Confirms telegram of December 87 
27; says l1e was in Rio every clay uptoN ovem · 
bf'r 20, and two or three times a week siuce, 
except for eight days, when his health pre-
vented. 

Same to same (telegram) .... Dec. 30 Same subject: Da Gama has been notified by 88 
commandants that two days' notice must be 

Same to same ............... Dec. 31 
given before a bombardment. 

88 117 Same subject: Communications offoreign repre-
sentatives to resxective naval officers relative 
to change of la11 ing place for merchant ves-
sels, firing by in&urgents_on city, and impedi-
ments to commence and mtercom·se between 
diplomatic and naval officers inclosed. 



J.,IST OF PAPERS. XLI 

BRAZIL-Continued. 

No. From and to whom. Date. Subject. Page. 

1893. 
118 Mr. Thompson to Mr. Dec. 31 Revolt of BrazHian navy: Communication of 89 

Gresham (telegram). naval officers to da Gam a respecting two days' 
notice l>efore born barding inclosed. 

119 ·Same to same ............... Dec. 31 Same subject: Landing place for merchant ves- 89 
sels and anchorage for war ships. Incloses 
note of Brazi!ia11 Government to diplomatic 
corps and of the latter to na\al commanders 
with regard to. 

120 Same to same ............... Dec. 31 Same subject: Recognition as belligerents and 90 
threatened bombardment. Incloses two com-
munications of da Gama to foreign naval com-
manders relative to, and reply that reasons 
advanced as to bombardment are not consid-
ered sufficient. 

121 Same to same .••••••••••••.. Dec. 31 Same subject: Progress of events bring no tan- 92 
ij'ible advantage to either side. Government 

as captured a few islalJ(lS in the bay; ships 
pnrchased abroad st.ill at Pernambuco. Relia· 
ole news from interior not obtainable. 

122 Same to same ............... Dec. 31 Same subject: Protection to commerce. Differ- 93 
ence between Capt. Picking and himself 
originating from the order of Brazilian Gov .. 
ernment removing vessels from certain an-
chorage. Incloses his letter to and cu-rt reply 
of Capt. Pickinfl, also notir.e o1 foreign com-
manders to Mel o of November 6, declaring 
that they would protect their vessels and 
barges covered by their flag, and notice of 
British Consul withdrawing protection. 

123 Same to same ............... Dec. 31 Same subject: Second manifesto of da Gam a, de- 96 
clarin$ that his first was falsified, and that the 
fight 1s not for the Empire. but for constitu-
tional government, inclosed; also anonymous 
circular attacking the Government for hiring 
at enormous cost mercenary crews for the ships 
purchased abroad. 

1894. 
Same to same (telegram) ... - .Jan. 2 Same subject: S11 bstance of the above condensed- 98 
Mr. Gresham to Mr. Thomp- .Jan. 6 Same subject: Belligerent recognition. Being 98 

son (telegram). uninformedof any essential change of coudi-
tions since former application, no presentoeca-
sio11 appears for a eli tferen t response to this re-

Same to same (telegram) .... .Jan. 9 
newed request. 

Same sn bject: Protection of commerce. Instructs 98 
Mr. Thompson to cooperate with senior com-
mander of our naval forces and others, if pos-
sible, in effort to induce the insurgents to des-
ignate a place, if there be such a place, where 
uentral vessels may receive and discharge car-
goes in safety without interference with mili-
tary operations. 

78 Same to same ............... .Jan. 11 Same subject: Protection of commerce. While 98 
warlike preparations of Government in the city 
justify naval officers' determination no longer 
to prevent bombardment, United States will 
not acquiesce in interference with United 
States vessels unless made efl'ective with all 
foreign shipping and in :~;mr&nance of sawe 
tangible plan of orderly military operations. 

130 Mr. Thomp~on to Mr. .Jan. 12 Same subject: Harbormaster's orders for t.he 99 
Gresham. shifting of vessels in the bay. Incloses joint 

note of naval commanders com-plaining tbat 
they are not axplicit,and requestmg that they 
slwuld be issued by the Government itself. 

131 Same to same_ .............. .Jan. 12 Same subject: Bombardmbnt notice of 48 hours 101 
re11nested by naval commanders and with-
flrawnl fi'om their position as to prevention of 
the same based on the mounting of big guns 
by the Brazilian Government contrary to orig-. inal agreement. Incloses communication of 
~t;~lc~~c;~~a!r~~ and from Government and 

13( Same to same ............... .Jan. 12 Same subject: Condition of affairs reviewed. In- 105 
terference of insurgents wit.h commercial oper-
ations; lJniteC. States and German vessels un-
molested; redemption of State bank notes l>y 
tllC Bank of the Republic of Rio; return of the 
Aquidaban to Rio; incloses reports of consul 
at Pernambuco on condition of affairs there, 

I 

in and prolonged stay of Nictheroy (purchased 
the United States by Government) in that port. 
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1R94. 
Mr. Thompson 

Gresham. 
to Mr. Jan. 12 

Same to same (telegram) ..•. Jan. 16 

Same to same .••.•••.•••••.. Jan. 20 

Same to same .•...••••••.•.. Jan. 20 

Same to same (telegram). . . . Jan. 22 

Same to same .•••.•••••••••. Jan. 26 

Same to same (telegram).. .. Jan. 29 

Same to same (telegram) ... Jan. 29 

Mr. Gresham to Mr. Thomp- Jan. 29 
son (telegram) ........... . 

Same to same (telegram) . . . Jan. 30 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Jan. 31 
Gresham (telegram). 

Mr.Gresham to Mr, Thomp- Feb. 1 
son (,telegram). 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Feb. 
Gresham (telegram). 

Same to same .•••••••••.••.. Feb. 1 

Same to same ..••••••••..•.. Feb. 1 

Same to same (telegram).... Feb. 2 

Subject. 

Revolt of the Brazilian navy: Letter of Da 
Gama to Capt. Picking, U.S. Commander, an­
nouncing his assumption of command ofinsur­
~ent vessels, and of Capt. Picking to legation 
mclosing same. 

Same subject: .Arrival of U. S. S. New York at 
Rio de Janeiro; report offigbtinp: in the bay. 

Same subject: Manifesto of govemor of State of 
Minas-Geraes in support of Brazilian Govern­
ment inclosed. 

Same subject: Reaction in favor of Repnblic fol­
lowing Da Gama's declaration in bel1alf of 
restoration of monarchy; incloses manifesto 
of .Am1abel Falcao, tl1eretofore opposed to Gov­
ernment and a supporter of Mello. 

Same subject: TheNictheroy and two other naval 
vessels sailed south from Pernambuco on the 
20th; fighting at Nictheroy still continues; no 
changes to report; Government successes at 
Bage officially confirmed. 

Same subject: 'Report of success of Government 
in the south; raising of the siege of Bage; 
tnking of the island of Mocaugue by insur­
gents; rumors of Mello's illness and disaffec­
tion; action of DaGama in prohibiting land­
ing of coal likely to revive naval commanders' 
course for protection of commerce. 

Same subject: Detroit will convey American 
vessels to the docks to-day. and if fired upon 
&he is prepared to return fire, in the event of 
which a general engagement may be brougl1t 
on. 

Same subject: nritish minister opposed to use 
of force for protection of commerce; other 
diplomatic representatives concur in his 
views. 

Same subject: Instructs Mr. Thompson to con­
fer with Admiral Benham, who bas reported a 
serious condition of affairs. 

Same subject: Asks what is the attitude of Ad­
miral Benham as compared with that of Cap­
tain Picking toward insurgents and Govern­
ment; relations between him and legation; pro­
tection to merchant vessels of United St.ates; 
ulockade by insurgents. 

Same subject: Reports action of U.S. war ves­
sel Det1'oit for the protection of .American 
merchant vessels, and the raising of blockade 
on commerce resulting therefrom. 

Same subject: Telegram satisfactory; trusts 
l1e is in accord with Benham, who bas acted 
within l1is instructions. 

Same subject: Attitude of United States naval 
commanders bas apparently not changed since 
commencement of revolution; that of other 
foreign commanders did to the extent. tl1at 
they did not enforce observation of the notice 
indorsed in his No. 122 by DaGama; relations 
with Government of Brazil :tnd Admiral Ben­
ham are cordial, and his action has the cou­
currence of Mr. Thompson, althougli he was 
not consulted beforehand. 

Same subject: Martial law in several States of 
Brazil; incloses decree continuing and estab­
lishing. 

Same subject: Confirms telegram of January 
29; reports conferences heM in reg;ard to insur­
gents forbidding coal to be landeu at Rio from 
an island owned by British merchants, and 
disposition of European representatives to 
recognize insurgents as belligerents ascribed 
to jealousy of the progress of American trade 
under reciprocity arrangement. 

Same subject: Under the influence of the action 
of American squadron in stopping the fire of 
the insurgents against their vessels, commerce 
is now progressing favorably; the restrictive 
order of the insurgents has been withdrawn, 
and ships of all nationalities are coming to 
the shore. 
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1894. 
Mr. Thompson to Mr. Feu. 2 Revolt of Brazilian navy: Bombardment again 12e 

Gresham (telegram). threatened by insurgents; will probably be 
opposed by foreign war vessels; rr ilitary 
operations in the south. 

Same to same (telegram .... Feb. 3 Same subject: Transmits a request of DaGama 121 
for recognition of insurgents as belligerents; 
reasons advanced for not as yet veri tied; re-
ports that the British are inclined to grant 
same. 

Mr. Gresham to Mr. Thomp- Feb. 5 Same subject: Instructs him to inform insur- 121 
son (telegram). gent admiral that the President still consid-

ers the situation does not entitle insurgents to 

Mr. 
recognition as belligerents. 

121 155 Mr. Thompson to l!'eb. 5 Same snbjeet: .Action of Admiral Benham for 
Gresham. the protection of commerce is fully approYed 

by him as carrying outdiplomaticiustructions. 
Ulmr1ge of attitude of naval forces at the t-ime 
of DaGama's accession to command which re-
suited in virtual blockade until said t.ction of 
Admiral Benham; incloses Admiral Benham's 
letter t.oDa Ganm, defining his position as con-
fined to protection of American vessels and 

156 Same to same ..••••••••.•••. Feb. 6 
denying right of visitation. 

Same subject: Reports reti remcnt of Ser1 hor 
Cardoso from the Provisional Governmeut. 

123 

which be condemns foritstlissensions ;rumored 
intention of Peixoto to resign after the rev-
olution has been conquered; troubles at Per-
nam huco caused bv crews of vessels r,urchascd 
by Brazil in the United States; inc oses Con-
sul Burke's letter and Da Gama's protest 
agail1st preparations of Brazilian Government 
in and around Rio. 

160 Same to same .•••••••••.•... Feb. 6 Same subject: incloses letter of Admiral Da 126 
Gama to Admiral Benham, requesting recog-
nitio11 of insurgents as belligereuts allll states 
that claims of territory therein set forth 11re 

161 Same to same .•••••.••.•.... Feb. 
greatly exaggerated. 

127 9 Same sub.iect: Incloses protest of Da Gama 
againstAt.lmiral Benham's act.ion, which is rep-
resented as a violation of the modus Yivenui 
mulerwhicb vessels were not allowed to mo\·e 
to the whan·es, but coultlload and discharg-e 
in the bay and as having carried the with-
drawal of the restriction to the detriment of 

163 Same to same .••••..•••.... . Feb. 11 
tbe insurgents. 

128 Reception by President Peixotto; incloses his 
address and the President's reply expressing 
regret at delay; Admiral Benham was pre-

Same to same (telegram) ... _ Feb. 12 
ser1ted at the close of tl1e reception. 

129 Revolt of the Brazilian navy; attack of in sur-

M,.Greeham toM,. Thomp·l Feh. 14 
gents on Nictheroy repulsed with heavy loss. 

130 Same subject: Approves his action for protec-
son (teleg-ram). tion of American ships in the harbor. 

. 130 169 Mr. '.fhompson to Mr. Feb. 14 Same subject: Joint communication of 11aval 
Gresham. commanders denying assertion of Brazilian 

Governmeut that no ~reparations were being 

170 I Same to same .••••••.••.••. _ 

made on shore was ac nowledged but not for-
warded to the Govemme11t. 

Feb. 15 Same subject: Reports 11rogrcss of eYents at Rio 131 
and in the south, and prospects of coming elec-
tions. 

173 Same to same .•••••••••••••. Feb. 17 Same subject: Removal of guns by tl1e GoYern- 132 
ment, upon representations of the foreign naval 
commanders is followed by the capture of the 
islaml of Born Jesus by the insurgents; in-
closes correspondence between Government 
naval commanders and diplomatic representa-
tiYes. 

Same to same (telegram) .... Feb. 19 Same subjec1!: Arrival of the Nictheroy yester- 134 
day; several hundred troops landed at entrance 
of harbor. 

Same to same (telegram) .... Feb. 21 Same subject: Republica joined Aquid,aban this 135 
morning ofl' port-, passin5 forts under heavy 
fire; Aquidaban expecte to return very soon 
with troops; Government fleet at Bahia; en-

178 Same to same ..••.•••••••••. Feb. 
gagement may take place near there. 

22 Same subject: Replies to instruction No. 78; ex- 135 
plains that action in regard to prevention of 
bombardment ceased ·with notice by naval 
commanders th~t. the ?i~y being fortified they 
would no longe1 mterfe1e. 
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1894. 
Mr. Thompson to Mr. Feb. 26 Re,·olt of the Brazilian navy: States that are- 135 

Gresham (telegram). JlOrt is current t.hat insurgents have taken 
1::\apa; state of siege extended to February 2R. 

182 Same to same ...•••.•.•..... Feb. 28 Same subject: State of siege continued to Febru- 135 
~ ary 28; decree inclosed. 

184 Same to same .•••••.•.•••... Feb. 28 Same snuject: Reports events subsequent to his 136 
No. 170; rumors of disaffection in Govern· 
ment fleet; attempt of insurgents to organize a 
r,nvernment at Curitaba; prevalence of yellow 
ever has cansed Admiral Benham to send 

ships out of the harbor and to suspend com-
munic::ttion with the shore. 

Same to same (telegram) .... Mar. 2 Same subject: Victory of the Governn1ent forces 137 
in the south; resuit of the Presidential elec-
tions. 

190 Same to same ..........•... Mar. 6 Same subject: State of siege continued until 137 
April 30; decree inclosecl. 

193 Same to same ..••.•....•.... Mar. 6 Election of President ::tnd Vice President, both 138 
civilians, was practicallB unanimous; received 
with generalfavor aud 'kelyto break up revo-
lution; result will not be officially announced 
until Congress meets. 

Same to same (telegram) .... Mar. 10 Revolt of the Brazilian navy; government fleet 138 
very near entrance to bay; maybe expected to 
come in at any time; rebel troops are reported 
landing at Abaluba; reported desertion of 
Gen. Salquado with 800 men from the rebel 
army. 

Same to same (telegram) .... Mar. 11 Same subject: Diplomatic representatives noti- 138 
:tied by the Government of intention to use bat-
teries in the cith against insurgents at the 
close of forty-eig t hours from 12m. to-clay. 

Same to same (telegram) .... Mar. 12 Same subject: Terms of capitulation submitted 139 
to President Peixoto through the Portuguese 
minister. 

Same to same (telegram) .... Mar. 12 Same subject: Communicates terms of capitula-
tion above referred to. 

139 

Same to same (telegram) .... Mar. 12 Same subject: Is informed on the authority of 139 
thePortuguesecharg(l d'affaires that DaGama 
has asked and been granted an asylum on boarcl 
Portuguese naval vessel Mindello yesterday. 

Same to same (telegram) .... Mar. 13 Same subject: Firing from loyal forts com- 139 
menced at 12; insurgents have not retllrned 
fire; the Government has refused DaGama's 
terms and will open from city batteries this 
afternoon; city practically deserted. 

Same to same (telegram) .... Mar. 13 Same subject: Insm·gents surrendered without 140 
returning fire of city batteries thirty minutes 
after firing commenced. 

Same to same (telegram) .... Mar: 14 Same subject: Particulars of the collapse of the 140 
revolt. 

Same to same (telegram) .... Mar. lG Same subject: Revolution officially declared at 140 
at end; the Goverment has occupied forts and 

Same to same (telegram) .... 
ships held by the insurgents. 

Mar. 17 Samfl subject: Asylum granted to rebels byPor- 140 
tuguese yessels; a merchant steamer was 
fired upon and stopped, tlle refugees being 
taken from the ship; a demand for the sur-
render of those on board the war Yessel has 
been refused. 

20! Same to same ..•••••••••.... Mar. 19 Same subject: Recites events condensed in pre- 141 
vious telegrams terminating in DaGama's tak-
inf refuge-under fire on Portuguese war ves-
se Mindello; asked by Portuguese charge 
d'affaires to support the acceptance of terms 
offered by Da Gama for capitulation, but 
declined; incloses notice to Americans of 
intended bombarclment and correspondence 
with foreign ofiice relative to extending the 
term originally stated. 

CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE LEGATION OF BRAZIL AT WASHINGTON. 

1!l93. 
Senl1or Mendoll(;a to Mr. Mar. 25 

Gresham. 

Mr. Gresham to Senhor Mar. 28 
Yendon~a. 

Death of Baron de Agniar de Andrada; envoy 
extraordinar.1 and minister plenipotentiary 
on special mission, announced. 

Same subject: Sympathy of the President ex­
pressed. 

143 

143 
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1893. 
Mr. Young to Mr. Gresham Nov. 9 Same subject: Reports that he has demanded to 

(telegram). be informed whether the firing was author-
ized by the Government, and that he is await-
ing a reply and the department instructions 
at-la Libertad. 

'Mr. Gresham to Mr. Young Nov. 10 Same subject: Instructs him to yrotest without 
(telegram). delay and demand disavowa and apology 

whether President autl10rized firing or not. 
Mr. Young to Mr. Gresham Nov. 12 Same subject: Government of Hon uras elisa-

(telegram). vows firing on steamship Oo:sta, Rica,- desires 
to be informed in what terms satisfaction is 
det<ired; text of notes exchanged given; asks 
if he slmll remain lonfer. 

Mr. Gresham, to Mr. Young Nov. 12 Sr.me subject: Instrue s him to say that the 
(telegram). rresident accecrts those frank expressions of 

disavowal an regret as Rufficient and will 
waiYe further formal apology in the interest 
of friendly feeling. 

35 Mr. Young to Mr. Gresham . Nov. 22 Same subject: Reports his action in the matter, 
gives texts of telegrams exchanged with 
department and Government of Honduras, 
anll incloses report of board of inquiry 
(U. s. S . .Alliance) and accompanying docu-
ments. 

COSTA RICA, NICARAGUA, AND S.ALV ADOR. 

i892. 
168 Mr. Shannon to Mr. Foster . .Aug. 17 

195 Same to same . . • • • • • • • • . • • .. Sept. 28 

235 Same to same ............... Nov. 9 

258 Same to same ............... Dec. 15 

18!l3. 
270 Same to same .............. . Jan. 3 

279 Same to same .............. _ Jan. 18 

281 Sametosame .... ,. ......... . Jan. 19 

295 Same to same............... Feb. 10 

144 Mr. Foster to Mr. Shannon .. Feb. 10 

150 Same to same ............... Feb. 15 

Mosquito Reservati or!.: Minister for foreign af­
fairs claims that throu~rh continuance of Eng­
lish protectorate in the Mosquito Reservation 
that ~>hould long since have ceased by treaty 
stipulations, Nicaragura is prevented from 
exercising her sovereign rights in regard to 
the c0mplaint made of increase of port charges 
at Bluefields. 

Same subject: Incloses note of Nicaraguan 
minister for foreign affairs to British min­
ister at Guatemala, protesting against the 
continuance of the de facto British protector­
ate over tl1at territory. 

Same sui.J_jcct: Incloses reply of British minis­
ter to note from Nicaraguan miniRter tor 
foreign affairs referred to in No. 195, disclaim­
ing de facto soYereignty of Great Britain over 
tlw Mosquito Reservation, but insisting tl1at 
self-g-overnment is secured to it by treaty and 
arbitral award. 

Claim of Henry B. Myers against Salvador: In­
closes two notes to minister for foreign affairs, 
repeating views expressed in Department's No. 
111. Will depart at once for San Sahrador and 
report on his eflorts to reach settlement. 

Same subject: Reports friendly interviews and 
incloses correspondence with minister for for­
eign affairs, culmil1ating in settlement upon 
the sum of $2,500 in gold. 

Same subject: Incloses note to minister for for­
eign atl'airs, acknowledging his note tendering 
indemnity. 

Passport application of Alberto Lacayo, who 
has 110 present domicile in the United States 
and does not inteml to return until his va­
rents die, submitted with applicant's state­
ment. 

Claim of Henry B. Myers against Salntdor: In­
closes draft for $2,500 and note from minister 
for foreign affairs, transmitting same and his 
reply. 

Mosquito Reservation: Incloses No. 1053 to 
Great Britain regarding sovereignty over. 

Claim of Henry B. Myers against Salvador: 
Acknowledges No. 270, and directs that draft 
f~r $2,500 be forwarded to Department. 
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1893. 
154 Mr. Wharton to Mr. Shan- Mar. 1 Passport application of Alberto Lacayo: Further 18 

167 

320 

4 

6 

non. report required, as to Lacayo's acceptance of 
office in Nicaragua affecting his citizenship; 
his declaration as to return is also so indefinite 

Mr. Gresham to Mr. Shan- Mar. 
non. 

Mr. Shannon to Mr. Mar. 
Gresham. 

Mr. Baker to Mr. Gresham May 

Mr. Gresham to Mr. Baker. May 

as to prevent present delivery of passport .. 
18 Claim of Henry B. Myers against Salvador: 184 

Acknowledges No. 2!J5. 
31 Passport application of Alberto Lacayo: States 184 

that the office hf'ld by Lacayo can only be dis­
charged by citizens of Nicaragua. Quotes 
the constitution and oath of office prescribed 
thereby. 

13 Arrival at post May 12, in the midst of political 184 
disturbances; legation founcl barricaded and 

, shelteril1g American and foreign resideut,s. 
17 Passport application of Alberto Lacayo: The 185 

oath t-aken by Lacayo on accepting office of 
alcalde is conclusive against issuance of pass-
port. 

8 Mr.Bakerto:Mr.Gresham .. May 23 RevolutioninNicaragna: Reportsthatarevolu- 186 
tion broke out April 28 by the treachery of the 
army in the east anli south; an attack of 
Government troops, on revolutionists May ~9 
was repulsed, whereupon he tendered h1s 
friendly offices for the restoration of peace, 
which were accepted by PresideuL Sacasa. 
Incloses corre!lpondence. 

10 Same to same ............... May 31 Same subject: Negotiatio11B. conducted by him 189 
rf'sult in the meeting of a commission com-
posed ofthrcerevolutionistsand tllreeGovern-
ment representatives, over which he was 
requested to preside. Incloses correspond-
ence with Government and junta and conven-
tion adopted bv both parties. 

11 Same to same .•••••••••••... .June 1 Same subject: Reports that the new Government 197 
was inaugurated this day at noon. Constitu-
ent Assembly to meet within four months. 

12 Mr. Gresham to Mr. Baker.. .June 13 Revolution in Nicaragua: Incloses a letter of 197 
.June 1, from Pacific Mail Steamship Company, 
relative to the pointing of a Krupp gun at the 
Oity of New Y01·k. Instructs him to report. 

15 Same to same ............... .June 16 Forced loan of $600,000 by late Government of 198 
Nicaragua. Quotes from treaty of 1867, dis­
pensinJZ: Unit< d S t.ates citizens from levy of sue h 
loans, and instructs him to protest if decree is 
carried out by present Government ancl to ask 
repayment ot' amounts levied. Incloses decree 
of April 29, 1893. 

24 Mr. Baker to Mr. Gresham.. .June 18 Revolution in Nicaragua: Reports that the new 200 
GoYernment was generally accepted in good 
faith. The late Presiden·t, Sacasa, has left the 
couutry for a time. 

38 Same to same .............. .July 6 Gun trained on American st-eamers: Report pre- 200 
pared by the consular agent relative to the 
pointing of a Krupp gun at the City of New 
Yo1·k has been forwarded. Verbal representa-
tions have been made, and the incident, was 
not repeated thereafter. 

39 Same to same .•••••••••••.. .July 6 Loan forced: Tax was collected on property 201 
which was suddenly transferred to American 
citizens. Reports that he re(]nested forcible 
collection to bo suspe11ded until verification of 
ownership, and that justice was done. 

27 Mr. Gresham to Mr. Baker . .July 14 Revolution in Nicaragua: Is gratifiecl that his 201 
mediation was equally acce]Jtable to both par-
tics. ·warmly commends his COilt'Stl as betng 
in accord with the policy of the United States 
to avert strife on the continent. 

28 Same to same ••••••••••.•... .July 14 Bounrlary dispute between Costa Rica aml Co- 202 
lombia: Informs him that the United States, 
move::l by no interest but that of friendflhip to 
both parties and of knowing definitely the 
boundary whioh limits the territory guamn-
teed to Colombia, will gladly see the dispute 
amicably adjusted by submitting it to arbitra-
tion, eit.her of Spain, as provided by former 
treaty, or any other impartial arbitrator. 
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1893. 
Mr. Gresham to Mr. Baker July 17 Revolution in Nicaragua: Deeply deplores the 203 

(teleg1am). continuance ofcivildissensioni! in Nicaragua. 
Instructs him to maintain an impartial atti-
tude, reporting as soon as any government 
shall appear to bave control of the executive 
pov; ers of the nation with general acquies-
cence. 

47 Mr. Baker to Mr. Gresham. July 17 Same su~ect: Reports that President ofNicara- 203 
gua an minister for foreign affairs are still in 
prison, held uy the rebels. .A. meeting of the 
cabinet proclaimed ZaYala dictator. .A large 
ma,iority in Nicaragua supports this Gov-
ernment. 

Same to same (telegram) . ... July 24 Same subject: Revolutionists cannonaded Ma- 204 
nagua from steamers this morniug without 
warning, killiug one woman near legation and 
wounding seYeral persons. 

Mr . .A dee to Mr. Baker (tele- July 25 Same subject : Instructs him to protest either in 204 
gram). concert ·with diplomatic represeutatives or 

separately to titular g-overnment against hos-
tilities without waruing foreigners being en-

Mr. Baker to Mr. Gresham . 
da11~ered thereby. 

205 57 July 27 LegatiOn: Reports that request of government 
of Zavala, that it be transferred from Managua 
to Granada during revolution, was declined. 
Correspondence inclosed. 

58 Same to same ............... July 31 Bombardment of Mana~ua: Incloses Gen. 206 
Zel11ya's reply to legatiOn's protest, explain-
h1g that their messenger under a tlag of truce 
was detained by the de facto Government and 
l1is reply 11ccepting explanation. 

59 Same to same ............... .Aug. 5 R evolution in Nicaragua: Incloses peace con- 209 
v e11tion between the Zelaya and Zavala fac-
tionfl, list of mem hers of the 11ew Government, 
and not,e of the latter requesting his in ten-en-
tion for the restoration of peace, which could 
not l.Je acted on by reason of illness. 

45 Mr. Gresham to Mr. Baker . .Aug. 15 J,oan, forced: Approves his cautioul:l action 211 
reported in dispatch No. 39. 

47 Same to same ............... Aug. 15 ReYolution in Nicaragua: Informs. him that no 212 
one party can be formally recognize(l as the 
dominant govermnent at present. Instructs 
him as to his courRe . 

49 Same to same ............... .Aug. 15 .Asylum to parties of the revolution: His course 212 
in refusin£ s11me cordially upheld. 

53 San1e to same ............... .Aug. 18 Gun traine on .American steamers: Suggests 213 
that he intimate to secretary of foreign rela-
tions ofNicaraftuathat tl1epointingofaKrupp 
gun by the mi 1tafo authoritirs at Corinto at 
the steamers San ose and City of New York is 
contrary to law, and to expressthe hope that 
it will not be repeated. 

83 Mr. Baker to Mr. Gresham. Sept. 1 Boundary dispute between Costa Rica and Col-

ruc~it~ !:o~~~F:~~~ ~~th~~~~~~~~~~:f1~1k~~~~~ 
213 

58 Mr . .A.dee to Mr. Baker ..... Sept. 7 Revolution in Nicaragua: Approves his refusal 213 
to remove legation from Managua at there-
quest of Za>ala government. 

87 Mr. Baker to :Mr. Gresham . Sept. 8 Gun trained 011 .American steamers: Incloses 214 
note from minister for foreign affairs contain-
ing assura.nce that the pointiJJg of a gun at 

~~~:~~~3Go~~~~~e;:t ~!~1 ai~~t hebe~ ;da:~~t:~1 
on the same sub,iect. 

91 Same to same . .............. Sept. 19 Peace in Nicara&"ua: Informs the Department 215 
that Gen. Jose :Santos Zelaya was elected Presi-
dent by the .Assembly, for a term to be deter-
mined in the Constitution which it is to enact. 
A.rrcst and subsequent amnesty of opposing 
le11ders. 

69 Mr . .A.dee to Mr. Baker ..... Sept. 25 Boundary dispute between Costa Rica and 
Colombia: Directs him to forward correspond-
ence on the subject. 

21(! 

127 Mr. Baker to Mr. Gresham. Oct. 30 Same sub,iect: Reports that minister of forei;bn 216 
aff11irs has again been addressctl on the su . 
ject. 

88 Mr. Gresham to Mr. Baker. Nov. 3 Same subject: Transmits correspondence on the 216 
subject. · 



LIST OF PAPERS. XLIX 

No. From and to whom. Date. 

1893. 
393 Mr. Egan toM~. Gresham .. Apr. 10 

Mr. Gresham to Mr. Egan, Apr. 11 
(telegram). 

Mr. Egan to Mr. Gresham Apr. 12 
(telegram). 

Mr. Gresham to Mr. Egan Apr. 15 
(telegram). 

Mr. Egan to Mr. Gresham Apr. 16 
(telegram). 

Same to same (telegram)._ .. Apr. 17 

Mr. Gresham to Mr. Egan .Apr. 18 
(telegram). 

Mr. Egan to Mr. Gresham, Apr. 19 
(telegram). 

395 Same to same (telegram) . . . Apr. 19 

30 Mr. Porter to Mr. Gresham. Sept. 12 

FR--IV 

CHILE. 

Subject. 

.Asylum in the legation of the United States: Re­
ports reason11 for wl1ich asylum was granted, 

· and interview with President and minister of 
foreign affairs, who expressed approval of his 
action by whieh the lives of refngees were 
saved. Plans of the revolutionists, and meas­
ures taken by the Government which checked 
the movement without bloodshed. 

Same subject: .Asks for full report of charges 
on which surrender of Fuentes and Holley is 
demanded. \Vhile Mr. Egan's telegram states 
that they are to be sentenced to death for par­
ticipation in uprisin" of December, Chilean 
legation claims that they were tried for viola­
lation of municipal laws, and that murder and 
robbery were the sole purpose of late att(lmpt. 

Same subject: Quotes from report of Fiscal to 
show that offenses were of a politic::tl natnre 
and death the penalty; case not yet tried in 
court; refugees would have been shot by police 
if they ha(l resisted arrest. President and min­
ister for foreign affairs !.approved his action 
but wish the matter submitted to the United 
States Government. Th1·eats against. legation 
have been reported to the Chilian Government 
which promises safety. 

Same subject: Directs him to surrenderrefuf!ees 
if demanded, and if charge was pending before 
they engaged in disturbance legatio_u w::ts not 
authorized to protect Chileans ag-amst arrest 
as violators of the law of the country. 

Same subject: Explains at length that there is 
no charge against refugees as common crimi­
nals. Asks 1fprotectionis to be withdrawn on 
political charge and then certain stated con­
ditions imposed. Asylum was given on nin·ht 
of insurrection and was not known to poftce 

tl~~i-l GN~~{:~'tC:J ~f~u~~:~J:/~~~~~c~j~~~~~: 
Same subject: Gives substance of petition of 

refugees, who say that military tribunal de­
clared itself incompetent to try them, and ask 
that asylum be conlinued until facts reaeh the 
United States;or,ifit be discontinued, that,in 
view of precedents established by the U nitell 
States, they be allowed 1our ilours before ar­
rest. 

Same subject: Informs him that surrender of 
refugees has been asked by Chilean charge d' 
affaires under promise of protection from vio­
lence. Instructs him tQ request them t.o 
leave the legation, but to give timely notice 
to Chilean Government that it is expectetl to 
afford promised protection. 

Same subject: Reports that notice of promised 
protection against violence having been given 
to Chilean Goven1ment in accordance with 
Department's telegram. Fuentes, who left 
during his absence, was arrested and impris­
oned. lHanlot-Holley escaped at the same time, 
eluding surveillance of a large police force. 

Same subject: Transmits full account of termi­
nation of asylum, arrest of Fuentes, and es­
cave of Holly. 

Monument to officers and men of U.S. S. Essex 
at Valparaiso: Gives a list of names inscribed 
on, and a description of; suggests that this be 
g1ven to the press, and that a monument be 
erected in Waehington or Annapolis. 

Same subject.: Informs him that Secretary of the 
Navy has reeommended to Cone;rcss the erec­
tion of a monument at Washmgton or the 
Naval Academy. 

Page. 
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L LIST OF PAPERS. 

CHINA. 

No. From and to whom. Date. SubJect. Page. 

1892. 
1609 Mr. Denby to Mr. Foster ..... Dec. 1 Bond system on the Yangtze River: Incloses his 

note to the Yamen, iuquiring as to discontin-
uance of the system as promised. nfter restora-

225 

tion of tranquillity, and rep1 contending that 
the system works to the a vantage of bona 
fide merchants and would not be abolished 
unless foreign m erchants stopped chartering 
native junks. These reasons seem valid, and 
the matter will not be pressed. 

1893. 
1649 Mr. D enby to Mr. Gresham . Mar. 3 Police system, courts, and punishment of crim-e, 221 

etc. : Report on. 
166-1 Same to same ......•........ Apr. 1 Land purchases by Americans: Reports that 23 

rule i!'lsned by Taotai Gf Nanking requesting, 
under the guise of protection to purchasers, 
that the gentry be consulted, and ofii.cial sur-
vey required, is in violation of treaty, and act-
ing consul of Chinkiang has been directed. to 
disregard it, and so inform tlte Tnot.ai. 

1666 Same to same .............. . Apr. 7. Building industry in China: Reports wages and 23 
mnthods. 

803 Mr. Gresham to Mr. Denby. .June 5 Land purchases by AmerieaJJS: Rule issued by 23' 
Taotai, of Nanking, would be, as stated in No. 
J 664, a violation of treaty, if applieable to 
tr<'aty ports; notifieation of nonacq niescence 
could: not in present case be made on clear 
grounds, but good offices should be usecl to 
maintain as far as practicable such transac-
tions on their customary basis. 

804 Same to same .•••.•.••..... . .June 5 Excl ut>ion act: Its constitutionality has been 23 
affirmed by the Supreme Court-incloses cor-
r espondence with the Chinese legation and 
giVPs substance of interview wilh Chinese 

I 
minister, wherein prot.ection of Chinese in 
.AmPriea was made dependent on t.reatment 
of Amer·icans in China, and intimation given 
that, owing to appropriation requirements the 
rigid enforcement of the act would be del:~yed 
uutil the next meeting of Conp:ress, when new 
lc£:iRlation mny occur. Informs him that the 
Trensury regulation8 have alRo been modified 
in a manner appreciated by the Chinese Gov-

4 

ment.. 
1G91 Mr. Denby to Mr. Gresham . June 14 Customs service of China: Outlineofits growth 23 

1mder the management of Sir Robert Hart, 

Same to same . .........••... 
and particulars given. · 

l(i92 .June 21 Railways: Synopsi~ of t.he .management, routes, 23 

Same to same ... . ........... 
and contemplated extenswps. 

1695 .July 1 Postal service in China: Outlines the scheme 23 
proposed by Sir Robert Hart, which it is now 
rumored the Throne has consented to. 

1754 Same to same .•••••.•••..•.. Nov. 1 Transit 11asses: Likin dues collectecl on goods 23 
Rltipprd by Mr . .Jenkins, of Hankow, covered 
by. Upon representations of legation the 
amount collected on kerosene was refunded, 
but it was claimed that likin co1lld be collected 
on native merchandise. Insists that issuance 
of transit passes frees all goods from likin. 
Notes inclosed. 

0 1757 Same to same ..•..••••...... Nov. 8 Birthday, 60th, of the Empress Dowager, to be 24 
celebrated November 27, with extraonlinary 

Same to same . .............. 
pomp : Describes intended ceremonial. 

1758 Nov. 15 Travelers iu China requested to report their 24 
movements to local officials : Incloses note of 
Yamen, making the suggestion and placinjl it 
on the ground of insurin_~~: their protection. 
Presents his views in favor of the plan; asks 
to be informed by cable if t11ey are not ap-
proved, and ad<ls that tho opinion of other 

Mr. Gresham to Mr. Denby. 
foreign representatives will govern his action. 

847 Dec. 20 Transit passes: Approves the position taken by 24 
him that goods covered by transit passes, in 
the absence of proof of fraud, should be exempt 
from likin tax; it should be maintained. 

852 Mr. Uhl to Mr. Denby ...... Dec. 27 'l.'ravelers in China: While local officers should 24 
lmow the whereabouts of travelers for needful 
protection, they shonld allow them to take 

I 
such routes as suit them within the assigned \ 
territory; he should witl1 hold assent to any 

I r~quirements that do not apply to all for-
mgners. 

I 



No. 

LIST OF PAPERS, 

COHRESPONDENCE WITH THE LEGATION OF CHINA AT WASHINGTON. 

From and to whom. 

Mr. Wharton to Mr. Tsui 
Kwo Yin. 

Mr. Tsui Kwo Yin to Mr. 
Gresham. 

Mr. Gre~l1am to Mr. Tsui 
Kwo Yin. 

Date. 

1893. 
Mar. 1 

Mar. 13 

Mar. 21 

Mr. Tsni Kwo Yin to Mr. Mar. 25 
Gresl1am. 

Same to same •••.••..••••... Apr. 13 

Same to same ..••••..•.... . Apr. 29 

Mr. Greflham to Mr. Tsui­
KwoYin. 

May 5 

Same to same •••••.•••••.... I May 1!) 

Memorandt1m . ....•••.••••..•.....•••. 

Mr. Tsui Kwo Yin to Mr. 
Gresham. 

May 27 

Subject. 

Exclusion act: Informs him that the constitn­
tionality of the act is to be tested by the 
Supreme Court; the Attorney-General be­
lieveR that the arrangement verbally sng-
~r:~~~~~~~s~~~h test should be determined by 

Same subject: Asks the cooperation of the Ex-
ecutive to secure a hearing by the Supreme 
Court of a case to be preAented about May 12, 
to test t.he constitutionality of Article 6, of 
the act of May 5, 1892 ; that, pending the se!'l­
sion, the Treasury take steps to suspend or 
modify obnoxious measures against Chinese, 
aml renews the request that recommeilda­
tion lie made to Congress for the repeal of 
the act. 

Same subject: Advises him that the Attorney­
General will concur in motion of counRel of 
the Chinese to advance the ()ase to be bronght 
before the Supreme Com·t as to the constitu­
tionality of the act. 

Same subject: Counsel of the legation and of 
the parties to the case have ueen informed. 

Same subject: Apprehensio11s of outrages on 
the occasion of the act going into operation; 
calls attention to the matter a11d to his request 
of Mar. 13, to canse arrest of Chinese to be 
811spended pending session of the Supreme 
Cvurt. 

Same subject: Apprehe11sionsconfirmed by tele-
gram received from Chinese Merchants Ex­
change at San Francisco, earnest.Jy renews 
reqm•st for protection; calls ntteJotion t.o 
reeent law pilsscd in tl1e State of Montana for-
bidding intercourse with Chinese. 

Same snb,ieet: With reference toapprel1ensions 
on his Jmr1-of attacks on Chines!', the Presi­
<lent's esire that disturbances be preventell 
has bcl'n communicated to governors of 
P:wi fie Stat<'s. 

Certificates of irlentity: Asks what is the nature 
of inRtrnct.ions mentioned in the legfltion's 
note of June 2, 1891, relative to certificates 
i~sued by Chinese consuls to exempted 
ClliiieRe, and whether any action l1as been 
taken in that regard as to issuance of certifi-
cates by officers in Cl1ina 1 

Interdew relath·e to the safety of Amerlcans 
in China and deportation:; of Chinese from the 
United StateR. 

Certificates of ident.ity for Chinese other t11an 
la horers: The form was prepared by Chinese 
miiJis1er and submiLtcd to Depflr1ment Jnly 
lO, 1889; approved by Treasury July 23; 
method of issuance in China. 

Same to same •••....•••.••.. .A.ug. 8 Exclusion act of 181!2: Renews his requeRt tl1at 
the President recommend tl1e repeal of the 
exclusion act to Congress; adverts to the effi ­
ciency of the protection tosubjectsofbotb conn-

Same to same............... Aug. 18 

Mr. Gresham to Mr. Tsui Aug. 19 
Kwo Yin. 

Same to same .••••..•••.••.. Aug. 24 

Aug. 31 

tries in either one as the result of interviews. 
Ontrflge on Chinese laborers and merchants in 

FrPRIIO and Tulare, Cal. : Gives telegram 
received from Chinese consul-general at San 
Frflncisco relative to, stating theforced depar­
ture of Chinese from these places by mob vio-
lence, and asks protection. 

Exclusion fiCt of 181!2: 'l'he President does not 
regard the t.ime as opportune to call the atten­
tion of Congress to the matter, expre~ses be­
lief that it will be mod1fied at next regular 
session of Congress and his gra-tification at 
tlJ!l kindly spirit prevfliling. 

Outrages on Chinese in :Fresno and Tulare coun­
ties: Incloses letter from private secretary 
of governor of California. 

Same subject: Informs him that sheriff ofFresno 
County anticipates no violence; sl1erifi' of 
Tula1·e County reports tl1at none has tal<f'n 
place other than that at Tulare, as reported in 
the press, anll both are preparell to preserve 

LI 
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LII LIST OJ!' PAPERS. 

CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE LEGATION OF CHINA AT WASHINGTON--Continued. 

No. From and to whom. D~J>te. Subject. Page. 

1883. 
Mr. Gresham to Mr. Tsui Aug. 31 order; expresses regret at the occurrence and 

Kwo Yin-Continued. ~/,'ratification at the growing spirit of tolera-
tion toward the Chinese in the Unitecl States. 

Mr. Yang Yii to Mr. Sept. 7 Enforcement of the exclusion act in California: 255 
Gresham. Incloses tel~rams from consular officers and 

board Clf tra e reporting the, and asks if the 
policy heretofore .announced bas been aban-
doned; adverts to alarm of Chinese in the 
west and asks ·that tho matter be brought to 
the attention of the President. 

MYii~tcsham to Mr. Yang Sept. 9 Exclusion act of 1892: Refers to lefiation note of 256 
August 7, and informs him that t e Executive 
has not initiated any of the steps mentioned, 
but it has no control over the action of the 
judiciary; a bHl extending time for regis-
tration of Chinese is expected to be intro-
duced in Cono-ress. 

Same to same ...•......•••.. Sept. 9 Outrages on Chinese: Advises him of steps 257 
taken by governor of California :mel sheriff of 
San Bernardino County, by which trouble was 
effectually prevented. 

Mr. Yang Yii to Mr. Sept. 10 Ex:clusion act enforced in California: Appeals 253 
Gresham. have been taken as suggested, but are made 

ineffective by tl1e judge's declining to grant a 
stay of proceedings; asks that the President 
be informed. 

Mr. Yang Yii to Mr. Adee .. Sept. 27 Same snbj.ect: Incloses telegram from Chinese 258 
consul-general complaining that numerous 
arrests are made and tl1at tl1e Chinese are 
placed in jail and denied the privilege of bail 
or habeas corpus: Asks that attention of 
Attorney-General be directed to the state of 
affairs. 

Mr. A dec to Mr. Yang Yii .. _ Sept. 29 Same subject: Note of September 27, with refer- 259 
ence to the enforcement of exclusion act, has 

Same to same .••...•••.•••.. Oct. 10 
been given to the Attorney-General. 

Same sub.iect.: Incloses letter from Departrutnt 
of ,Justice relative to refusal of bail on writs 

259 

of habeas corpus to Chinese arrested in Cali-
fornia. 

Mr. Yang Yii to Mr. Oct. 10 Identity certificates of exempted classes of Chi- 260 
Gresham. 11ese: States that it is reported from New 

York that customs authorities refuse to recog-
nize them, under alleged orders ti·om the 
Treasury; expresses surprise t.Itat such ac-
tion shoulrl be taken without notice to or con-
snltation with Uhmese diplomatic representa-
t,ives, and complains of the offensive manners 

M~ii~resbam to Mr. Yang 
of Chinese-Inspector Scl1arff, at New York. 

Oct. 23 Same subject: Incloses 'L'reasur.v letter of Octo- 261 
ber 20, fnlly covering matters inquired into in 

Mr. Yang Yii to Mr. Oct. 
legation's note of October 10. 

27 Same subject: Ack1wwledges note of October23: 262 
Gresham. Close scrutiny will be exercised by Chinese 

consuls; it is hoped that customs collectors 
will recognize certificates of bona fide mer-
chants and visa them when they depart, and 
that acts of Inspector Scharff are not sane-

Mr. Gresham ~ov. 
tionetl by Treasury. . 

to Mr. Yang 1 Same subject: Note of October 27 has been sent 263 
Yii. to Treasury. 

Mr. Yang Yii to Mr. Nov. 8 Exclusion act: Amendment affords but diRap- 263 
Gresham. ]Jointmentand regret; it continues discrimina· 

·~ 
tion against Chinese in violation of treaty, and 
previous difficulties will reappear at the ex.pi-
ration of term provided for; su~e;f'sts that 
these would better be removed by friendly ne-
t_otiation than by enactment of such legisla-

1011. 

My ii~resham to Mr. Yang Nov. 25 Identity certificates of exempted classes of Chi· 265 
nese: Treasury deems it in:tdvisable to renew 
the practice of having them visaed by collector 
of customs; they have been instructed to place 
no unnece.~sary obstaeles in the way of the 
landing of Chinese entitlt~d to entry; it is 
~~ft!:s~egistration will remove all future diffi-



LIST OF PAPERS. 

COLOMBIA. 

No. From and to whom. Date. 

1893. 
12 Mr. McKinney to Mr. Aug. 24 

Gresham. 

19 Same to same............... Sept. 29 

Subject. 

Boundary dispute between Costa Rica and Co­
lombia: Colombia is preparing :: treaty which 
will be snlnnitted to the United States )egation 
before forwanling-to Costa Rica, and which will 
submit the question to the final arbitration 
of Spain. 

Same subject: Incloses note of Colombian minis­
ter for foreign affairs to Costa Rica; it fle­
clares that -previous to negotiations for renewal 
of arbitratiOn somfl proviRioual arrangement . 
must Le bad, establishh1g temporary boundary, 
which must be respected; this note, which 
was to be Rubmitted to legation of the United 
States before l1eing forwarded, was not given to 
it until published in the oftidal gar;ette. 

LIII 

Page. 

266 

266 

CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE LEGATION OF COSTA RICA AT WASHINGTON. 

1893. 
SeiiorPeraltato Mr. Gresham Apr. 12 

Same to same .•••••••••.... . Apr. 20 

Same to same . • • • • • • • • . • . • . . May 16 

Mr. Gresham to Seiior re­
ralta. 

Senor Peralta to Mr. 
Gresham. 

May 18 

June 17 

Boundary dispute between Colombia and Costa. 
Rica: Urges tl1at the United States use their 
good offices to seem·e settlement of, on the bash• 
of the original treaty which is cl::timed by 
Colombia to haYe lapsed; argues that Spain 
accepted office of arbitrator on certain condi-
1ionR which were never objected to by Colom­
bia, aml that treaty stipnlates for other arbi­
tratioJI, that by Spah1 failing; incloses treaty of 
December 25, 1880, and aduitional conYeution 
of 1886, correspondence of representatiYes of 
both countries with Sp!tin, and note of Secre­
tm·y Bayartl of .May 26,1886, to legation of Costa 
Rica at \Vashh1gton. 

c~wal of N icaragna: Protests against tl1e pre· 
tensiOilS of Colombia in regard to treaties or 
conventions concernh1g the; COJJtends that 
the royal ordinance of 1803, on which they are 
baRed, wa11 repudiated by New Granada her· 
self; that the Onited States and Great Britain 
have ignored the claims of Columbia to terri· 
tory beyond boundary of Costa Rica; also 
protests against concessions made by Colom· 
bia to Panama Canal <iompany and a New 
Jersey company of lamllying in disputed ter· 
ritory; documents inclosed. 

Bonndary dispute beiweclt Colombia and Costa 
Rica: Incloses royal ordinance of 1803 on 
whieb Colombia ba><es pretentious referred to 
in his 110te of April 20, and Rnbseqncut ordi­
nances ignoring or nullifying the former one 
by contradiction. 

Same subject: The President, while glad to aid 
an adjustment of the difference if desired by 
both governments, can not advocate the con­
tention of either nor make the United States 
a pany to the controver1-1y, nor offer himself 
as arbitrator; disclaims that the United States 
is a party to original convention. as alleged in 
support of request for mediation, its interven· 
tiou being confined to a declaration that rights 
of United States and citizens should be pre· 
served by arbitral decision; refers to previous 
correspondence and interviews. 

Same subject: Explains at length that the argu-
ments advanced in his note of. Aprll 12 have 
been misapprehended in Department's reply of 
May 18; adverts to idterest taken in the ques­
tion by the United States in 1880-'81 and de· 
clares that what was and is now desired is 
that the United States interpose their good 
offices, as a common friend, for the solution of 
the question by arbitration. 

Mr. Gresham to Senor Pe· I Dec. 
ralta. 

2 Same subject: Incloses instruction 28 to U. S. 

coS e fl o r P e r a l t a to M1'. Dec. 
Gresham. 

Minister Baker. It is not known bow Mr. 
Baker presented the matter to the Costa 
Rica Government. 

4 Same snb,ject: Acknowledges with thanks note 
of December 2. 

270 

281 

286 
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LIV LiST OF PAPERS. 

No. From and to whom. Date. 

1892. 
513 Mr. Vignaml to Mr. Blaine.. .A11r. 7 

91 Mr. Coolidge to Mr. Foster.. Dec. 9 

18!13. 
141 Same to same............... Feb. 24 

5 llk EuaU• to Mr. Gm•ham .

1 

May 27 

381 Sarno to .amo.............. . Aug. · 9 

47 Mr.Vignaud toMr.Gresham . .Ang. 22 

FRANCE. 

Subject. 

Natnralization law of 1889 in France: Explains 
its operation aud t,he modification introduced 
by a decision of the French suprerpe court. 

Liberia and France: Transmits copy of bonn~­
ary treaty between, (which was to be signed 
December 8), as furnished by Liberian pleni­
potentiary. 

Same subject: Reports that the treaty is offi­
cially confirmed. Incloses note. 

Military-servicecase of Victor Poi1lebard: Minis­
ter of \Var holds that Poidebard, Laving 
failed to give ~vide110e of his having gone to 
the United States before 19 years of age with­
in the time provided by the law of 1889, can 
not now be allowed to avail himself of the 
privilege. Inclofles notes . 

.Aliens coming to Francetoengageintrade, corn­
meree, or industry: Incloses law proYitling 
for the registration of. 

Nationality of children born in France of a I 
foreign father a.Jl(l French mother: Jucloses 
law of .July 22, giving them the option to de­
cline French citizenship on becoming of age. 

GREAT BRITAIN. 

1892. 
994 Mr. Foster to Mr. White ... . Dec. 13 

1893. 

Protectio11 reciprocal of .Americans and English 
in Turkey: Incloses instruction No. 3 of 
November· 29 to Turkey, and adYerting to 
recent -instances, instructs him to give, orally, 
assurances to minister for foreign affairs as 
to the readiness of the United States to act in 
harmony with Great Britain, while reserving 
its independence of action. 

882 Mr. White to Mr. Foster ... Dec. 30 Snme subject: Reportstl1atminister for foreign 
atl"airs. was 11leasad with the tenor of Depart­
ment's instruction No. !J94, and informed him 
that it would be the earnest desire of Her 
Majesty's Government to act in perfect cor­
diality with that of the United States in the 
matter in question. 

885 Same to same . ••••••• .,...... .Jan. 4 Gilbert Islands: ComplaintofMr. Kustel against 
Capt. Davis, of the Royalist, will receive atten­
tion, alt.hough Capt. Davis' report of the inci­
dent. gives reason for doubt as to accuracy or 

1027 Mr. Foster to Mr. Lincoln. . .Jan. 11 Cl~~ho~~~vTifi~~~ c~~b~~~~t~. ~r~~ts ifr~~1~dfor 
lands in New Zealand: Incloses Senate reso­
lution of May 26, 1892, and other documents 
relative to the; instruct.'! him to present again 
and, if necessary, to propose arbitration, 
leaving details for future consideration. 

1034 Same to same .••• ·•..••••••.. .Jan. 17 Protection reciprocal of English and .Americans 
in Turkey: .Acknowledges No. 882 and directs 

910 Mr. Lincoln to Mr. Foster .. Feb. 

~~do;0 ~i~igu~ S~0~i~i~~~r~ 0~~~~~si~ a~~l~~~: 
view with British minister at Washington. 

Gilbert Islands: ·Incloses report of Capt. Davis, 
submitting testimony as to the assault on the 
natives by Kustel, and as to Kustel's selling 

I liquor and arms. 
1053 Mr. Foster to Mr. Lincoln . . Feb. 8 Mosquito Reservation: Discusses the reply of 

British minister to Nicaragua's protest agninst 
interference with her sovereignty over the; 
auvertt. to unanswered representations made 
by Secretary of State Bayard; hold& that auton­
omy conferred by treaty of Managua was con-

. fined to tribal government of the natives, and 
that the clause of the .Austrian arbitral decision 
}Jrecluding Nicaragua from levying duties on 
their tract did not coufer the right of levying 
taxes to aliens residing in the port of Blue­
fields who are 1n·one to claim British protection. 
Declares that the United States will look to 
Nicaragua in international matters. 
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LIST OF PAPERS. 

GREAT BHITAIN-Continued. 

No. From and to wl10m. !)ate. 

1893. 
916 Mr. Lincoln to Mr. Foster . . Feb. 13 

931 Same to same ••••••••••••... F eb. 28 

1090 Mr.Wharton to Mr. Lincoln. Mar. 2 

934 Mr. Lincoln to Mr. Foster .. Mar. 3 

935 Same to same ............... ... do .... 

Mr. Gresham to Mr. Bayard .J nne 24 
(telegram). 

Mr. Bayard to Mr. Gresham .June 25 

25 
(telegram). 

Same to same ............... .July 12 

34 Same to same ............... .July 22 

88 Mr. Adee to Mr. Bayard .... July 25 

93 Same to same ............... Aug. 1 

49 Mr. Bayard to Mr. Greslwm. Aug. 22 

70 Same to san1e ............... Sept . 26 

154 Mr. Gresham to Mr. Bas,ard. Oct. 9 

Subject. 

Pas~port applicat,jon of Anthony William ll)y, 
who left the United Stntes immediately upon 
natnralir,ation i.11 1888 and is in the employ of 
a New York branch of an EngliF~h firm, which 
is likely to keep him abroad, notwithstnmling 
his declaration of intention to return withiu 
one year: Pre·Yious similar declaration was not 
fulfilled. Requests instructions. 

()!aim of William 'Vebster for land in New Zea­
land: Jncloses note to and reports interview 
witlt minister for foreign affairs in aceord:mre 
with instructions. '.£he matter being :~p;ain 

. referred to authorities in New Zealand, the 
question of arbitration was not bronght np. 

Passport application of Anthony William Iby: 
The employment of Mr. Iby by a foreign firm 
does not entitle him to the go(l(l disposition 
entertained for persons representing .American 
interests abroad. The passport may he granted 
on satisfactory evide11ce of intention to return, 
but should not be renewed if such mtention is 
not executed within two years. 

Mosquito Reservation: Reports that instruction 
No. 1053 was read to, and acopyleftwitlJ, min­
ister for foreign affairs. 

Protection reciprocal in '£nrkey of English and 
Americnns: Minister for foreign affa.irs ex­
pressed willingness to act favorably. 

Sinking of British war ve&sel Victoria: Ex­
presses sorrow. 

Same subject: Transmits telegraphic reply of 
the Queen to his message of sympathy. 

Gilbert Islands: Incloses note from foreign office, 
accompall:ViiJg report of Capt. Davis, B. N., 
disproving the charges of A. G. Kustel. Re­
grets tl1at they were brought np. 

Bu]garia: Protection of American interests in, 
b_v British representative; incloses letter 
from Minister Terrell, at Constantinople, mak­
iiJg the request for and asks wl1ether it is to 
he comlllied with. 

Gilbert Islands: Complaint of A . .J. Kustel 
np:ainst Capt. Davis,}{. N., has been dropped, 
a11d Mr. Knstel so informed. 

.Bu.lgari~t: Directs him to request that protection 
of .American interests, by British representa­
tive, be continued. 

Same subject: Instructions will be sent to Sofia 
to continue the protection of American inter­
eRt-R. 

Passport application of Fielder .J. Hiss, a na.tive 
citizen, permanently domiciled in England, 
with no intention to ret.urn; gives grounds on I 
wllich it was declined and incloses memoran­
dum of the case. 

Same subject: Hefusal reported in No. 70 is ap-
proved. • 

CORlmSPONDEN0E WITH THE BRITISH EMBASSY AT WASHINGTON. 

1893. 
SirJ"tllianPauncefotetoMr. Feb. 20 

Foster. 

Mr. :Foster to Sir .Julian Feb. 21 
Pauncefote. 

Mr. Wl1arton to Sir .Julian Feb. 27 
Pauncefote. 

Lord Rosebery to Sir.Julian Mar. 11 I Pauncefote. 

Discriminating tolls on Canadian canals: Incloses 
copy of order in couneil estahlishiug uniform 
rates of 10 cents per ton on food products for 
the season of 1R93. 

Same subject: In view of assurances that order 
in council in note of February 20 is in full sub­
stitution of orders providing for rebates, the 
proclamation establishing tolls on the Sault 
Ste. Marie Canal will be forthwith withdrawn. 

Tolls on Sault Ste. Marie Canal: Transmits 12 
copies of proclamation of February 21, with­
drawing th'e 

Missionary troubles at Marsovan: Transmits 
co vies of reports received at the foreign office 
relative to the burning of the American col­
lege. 

LV 
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LVI LIS'_;_• OF PAPERS. 

CORllESPONDENCJ<~ WITH THE BRITISH EMBASSY. AT W ASHINGTON-;Continued. 

Ne. .From and to whom. Date. 

1803. 
Sir.JulianPauncefote to Mr. Mar. 21 

Gresham. 
Mr. Gresham to Sir .Julian M::n·. 22 

Pauncefote. 

Same t6 same............... Mar. 24 

Same to same .•••••• ~.... . . . Mar. 31 

Sir .Julian Pauncefote to Apr. 1 
Mr. Gre1<ham. 

Mr. Gresham to Sir Julian Apr. 
Pauncefote. 

Sir .Julian I'auncefote to May 24 
Mr. Gresham. 

Mr. Gre:iham to Sir . .Julian May 29 
P:umcefote. 

Same to same............... .June 2 

Mr. Aflee to Sir .Julian 
Pauncefote. 

I 
Sir .Julian Pauncefoteto Mr. 

A dee. 
Sir .J nlian Pauncefote to · 

Mr. Gresham. 

.July 24 

.July 26 

Aug. 9 

Same to same............... Aug. 31 

f3ame to same.............. Aug. 31 

Same to same ................ Sept. 29 

Mr. Gresham to Sir .Julian Oct. 2 
Pauncefote (telegram). 

Subject. 

Ambassador to the United States:' Announces 
his appointment as a token of friendship. 

Same subJect: Acknowledges note of M:uch 21, 
with appreciation of the act; informs himJthat 
the President will, in due time, send an am· 
bass::idor to the Court of St . .James. 

Wrecking, reciproe.al in conterminous ·waters: 
Refers to Department's 11oto of December 28, 
1892, st-ill unanswered; calls attention to 
limitations under existing regulations placed 
Ol) its exercise by American ve!'!selt~; the 
President, while Pmpowered by the appropria­
tion act of March i:l, 1893 (inclosed), to iRsoe 
the re(]uisite proclamation without regard to 
the "\Vclland Callal, desires that it should be 
simultaneous wit.h similar action of the Gov­
ernment of Canada, as lib~ral in regard to 
territorial waterways as that contemplated by 
the United States; urges prompt attent,iou of 
the Canadian Government. 

Ambassadoroftbe United SLates toGreatBritain: 
.Annou:pces appointment and confirmation of 
Hon. Thomas :E'. Bayard. 

Same subject: Congmtnlations npon the choic-e 
and appointment of the Hon .. T. F. Bavard. 

Missionary troubles at Marsova.n: Returns 
with thanks reports to British GoYernment 
relative to. 

Diseriminating tolls on tl1e Walland Canal: 
Transmits minutes of privy couneil contro­
verting certain statements in Department's 
110te of Deeember 31, and expresses satisfac­
tion at withdrawal of retaliatory peoclamation. 

Same subject: Acknowledges note of MayU, as 
a concluding and explanatory chapter of the 
record in tl1e case. 

Vlrecking priYileges in Wellaml Camtl: Privy 
comtcil recommends that the order of Nov.19, 
being no longer necessary aftet· amendment by 
the Senate which struck out tha word '• \Vei­
land caual" from the act of May 24, 1890, Le 
rescinded. Incloses minutes. 

Same suuject: Incloses minutes of privy coun­
cil bringing Ca1tadian act into effect on anrl 
from .Tlme 1, 1893, and reqnesting reciprocal 
action on the part of the United States. 

Same subject: Incloses the Pr,.,sident's procla­
mation and hopes this action will promote the 
good nnilerstantling to which Department's 
note of Mar. 24 tended. 

Same subject: Acknowledges note of .July U ... 

Arbitration internationa.l: Incloses resolution 
of the.House of CommoHs, of .July lli, express­
ing sympathy with t11e action of the Unit~d 
States in favor of, with the request that it be 
laid before Congress. 

Wrecldugprivilegesin Weiland Canal: Incloses 
minates of privy council, transmitting opinion 
that inasmuch as such privileges are exempt 
from restrictions under the existing laws no 
new regulations are necessary and expressing a 
willingness to resume negotiations for a broader 
understanding on the question of reciprocal 
coasting and towing. 

Samesubjeet: Relaxationofthe customs regula­
tions in connection witl1 the. Incloses minutes 
of privy council asking that in default of leg­
islation, Treasury regulations be issued to au­
thorize the necessary towing. 

Brazil, Revolution ln: British Government asks 
uy telegraph that orders be cabled to U. S. 
naval commanrler to concert with otlter com· 
m:tnclers to p~event, by force if necessary, fur­
ther destructiOn of life and pzoperty by insur­
gent squadron. 

Same subject: Instructions to U.S. naval com­
mander at Rio de .Janeiro, had already been 
sent, and necessary measures taken before re­
ceipt of above note. 
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LIST OF PAPERS. LVII 

CORRESPONDENCE WIT II TH~ :BRITISH EMBASSY AT W ASHINGTON-Coutim1ed. 

No. From and to whom. Date. 

1893. 
Mr. Gresham to Sir Jnlian Oct. 21 

Pauncefote. 
Sir Julian Pauncefote to Oct. 24 

Mr. Gresham. 
Mr. Gresham to Sir Jnliau Dec. 4 

Panncefote. 

Sir Julian Panncefote to Dec. 13 
Mr. Gresham. 

Mr. Gresham to Sir Julian Dec. 21 
Pauncefote. 

1892. 
· 129 Mr. 'Ierres to Mr. Foster ... Nov. 18 

130 Same to same ............... Nov. 25 

Mr. Foster to Mr. Terres Dec. 2 

135 
(telegram). 

Mr. Terres to Mr. Foster ... Dec. 17 

87 Mr. Foster to Mr. Denham .. Dec. 22 

1893. 
141 Mr. Burham to Mr. Foster .. .Jan. 5 

142 Same to same ............... Jan. 5 

143 Same to same............... Jan. 6 

891 Mr. Fo.oter to'"· Durham.. J au. 

90 Same to same ............... ,Jan. 

Same to same (telegram) .... Jan. 17 

Same to same (telegram)... Jan. 17 

Same to same (telegram) .... Jan. 18 

Subject. 

Wrecking reciprocal in coterminous waters: 
Incloses circular of the Treasury of October 5. 

Same subject: Acknowledges the receipt of the 
above note. 

Arbitration, international: Resolution of House 
of Commons in note of August 9, will be 
placed before ConO'ress by the President. 

Wrcokil1g reciprocal in coterminons waters: In-
clmleS minutes of privy council accompanyinJ 
circular of Canadian department of trade an 
commerce. 

Same subject: 
above. 

Acknowledges receipt of the 

HAITI. 

Imprisonment of Frederick Mevs, an American 
citizen, for alleged smugglin"': l~eports his 
frnitlells efforts to obtain his refease; aRks for 
instructions; incloses letters from Mevs and 
note to minister for foreign affairs. 

Same subject: Mevswill be triedDecember1; still 
held in confinement in violation of Haitian law. 

Same subject: Instructs him to earnestly pro· 
test if Mevs is not already released. 

Same subject: Incloses report of Mevs's trial and 
a letter from him asking; that some action be 
taken to compensate him. 

Same subject: Instructs him to proceed on a war 
vessel of the United States to Port au Prince 
and to investigate the matter. 

Same subject: Reports discourtesy shown to 
clla.rgt'l d' affah·es in connection with tlle case; 
his interviews with the minister for foreign 
affairs and the President brought no satisfac­
tion; conduct of minister for foreign a1fairs 
towards Mr. Terres was unjustifiable and 
proper explanations will be requested. 

Same subject: Minist.er of foreign affairs at­
tempts to draw him into a writt.en contro· 
versy by addressing him a memorandum 
wherein several of his statements arecli~torted; 
incloses same and reply declining to make 
written communication. 

Same snb,iect: Discourtesy to Mr. Terres is llis­
claime<l and explained, b n t surprise expressed 
at the refusal of the legation to treat tl1e mat­
ter by correspondence, after the usual diplo­
matic manner; the new minister of Haiti to 
Washington, Mr. Haentjens,willlaythematter 
before the Department; reparatiOn insisted 
upon to bemadeonbisretum fromSant.oDomin· 
go; incloses notes cm1taining above statements. 

Death of Mr. Hannibal Price, envoy extraordi­
nary and minister plenipotentiary of Haiti to 
the United States: Conveys expression of sym. 
pathy and condolence. 

Im})risonmeut of Frederick Mevs appears from 
his No.135 to be unjustifiable; confirms in· 
struotion No. 87. 

Same subject: Approves his action; no objec­
tion, however, to making demand in writing; 
h1structs him to -state to Haitian Government 
that the President expects, from its sense of 
,iustice and amity, a proper indemnity for the 
illegal imprisonment of an American citizen, 
and that the matter must be adjustefl through 
l1im; he should ask for a peaceful settlement; 
it may be prudent for .Atlanta to be absent un­
til diplomatic efforts prove futile. 

Same subject: Use of force is not to be resorted 
to in the present state of negotiations. 

Same subject: Asks what is the nature of the 
cooperation of the Atlanta he desires. Force 
should not be threatened without intent to ex­
ercise it if necessary. 
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LVIII LIST OP PAPERS. 

HAITI-Continued. 

No. From and to whom. Date. Subject. Page. 

1893. 
Mr. Durham to Mr. Foster Jan. 18 Same sulJjC'ct: Consiflers presence and coopera- 370 

(telegram). tion of the Atlanta necessary; it is 110t neces-

Same to same (telegram) .... 
sary to rflsort to force. 

370 Jan. 18 Same subject: Desires earnestly the p:r:esenc~ of 
the commander of the .A tlnnta at mterv1ew 
with minister for foreign afl-'airs; thinks he can 
so attain an adjnstmm1t at once; hesitation 
on the part of the United States will be snre 

14.8 Same to same .••••••••.••••. 
to afJ'ect all American interests uHfavorably. 

371 Jan. 18 Same subject: Incloses copy of note to minister 
for foreign affairs notifying him that this mat-
ter mnst be adj nsted through legation; reports 
little impression made on Haitian Government, 
alHl explains why he recommended presence of 
man-of-war. 

149 Satne to same ......••••••••. Jn.u. 19 Same s11b.iect: Incloses 11ote to minister for for- 372 
eign affairs reciting injustice done Mr. Mevs 

Mr. Foster to Mr. Dnrlmm 
and st~ting that indemnity is expected. 

374 Jan. 20 Same subject: The President adverse to using 
(tele~ram). force; fnture course, in the event of absolute 

155 Mr. Durham to Mr. Foster-_ 
refusal of indemnity, will be then considered. 

374 Jan. 23 Same subjeP-t: Minister for foreign affairsorall.v 
JWOposes to submit the matter to arbitration; 

15G San1e to same ............... 
reqnests instructions. 

374 Jan. 23 Same subject: Haiti:m r.ontention that Mr. Mevs, 
having violated inclosed customs regulat.ions, 
is not 'entitled to indemnity is mt>t by the direct 
qnAstion whetht>r thi~> is to he accepted as a 
refmml on the part of Haiti to grant such in-

158 
demuitv; i11closes notes. 

376 Sameto same ............... Feb. 6 S::tme subject: Reports that H::titi officially 
dflcll'lres ' tltat. Mevs is not entitled to indem-
nil·v ancl urges promptaction as demanded by 
all'Americ::tn interests. 

Mr. Foster to Mr. Durham Feb. 9 Same snbject: Diplomatic con;se should be con- 377 
(telegJ~am). tinned firmly and the questiOn of amount of 

indemnity should not embarrass the n~;~gotia-

1G3 Mr. Durham to Mr. Foster .. 
tim1r~-

378 Feb. 11 'Same subjC?ct: Diploma.tic roethoils have been 
exhau01ted a!'d the withdrawal of the Atlanta 
wa~:~ tn,ken as an abandonment of the case, thus 
creating embarrassment to legation and appre-
hension among America.ns; urges that admi-

101 Mr. Foster to Mr. Durham .. 
ral stop at Haiti on his way north. 

378 Feb. 16 Same subject: Acknowledges receipt of dis-
patcl1es and in repl_v to his insistance that force 
is necPssary to settle the 0ase, renews tl1e in-

173 
struction to first f\XlJaust diplomatic me~hods. 

379 Mr. Dnrham to Mr. Wl1arton Mar. 3 Same snbjent: Haitian Government, offers $6,000 

178 
as indemnity, which he proposes to accf'pt. 

379 Mr. Durham to Mr. Gresham Mar. 11 Same subject: Imlem11ity has been accepted, 
but no formal agreement has as yet been 
drawn. 

184 Same to same ............... Mar. 25 Same subject: Informs the Departmentt1Jat the 379 
Haitian minister at ' Washington • has re· 
turned to Haiti ancl seems to ltave changed 
the views of his Government; requests in-
structions. 

Mr. Gresham to Mr. Durham Apr. 5 Same s11bject: Instructs him to urgefulfillment 379 
(telegram). in good fa.ith of settlement offered and accepted 

in Mevs case. 
114 Sa1ue to same ............. -- Apr. 6 Same subject: Instructs him to dis~el any mis- 380 

conception a'! to intention of a lowing the 
agreement to be evaded. 

380 192 Mr. Durham toMr.Gresham _ Apr. 8 Same snbject: Incloses notes excl1anged with 
minister for foreign affairs relative to offer 
of 6,000 g-ourdes; minister for foreign affairs 
attempted orally to reduce the amount to $5,000 
gold. 

381 194 Same to same ..••••••••.•••. Apr. 12 Same snbject: $6,000 United Stat{ls currency 
paid to legation and turned over to Mevs; 
incloses recei~ts. 

119 Mr. Quiney to Mr. Durham _ May 1 Same subject: ettlement learned with gratiti· 382 
cation. 



LIST OF PAPERS. . LIX 

HAWAII. 

No. From and t8 whom. Date. I Subject. 

The cor1·efoondence respecting the ajfai·rsin Hawa-ii 
will be oundin Senate Ex. Docs.13, 46, 57, 65, 77; 
Hottse Ex. Docs. 47, 48, 70, 76, 79, 95, 112, 140, Sen-
ate Report 227, and House Repo1·t 243, pa1·ts 1 
ancl2, Fifty-third Congress, second session. 

JAPAN. 

1892. 
34 Mr. Coombs to Mr. Foster ... Aug. 25 Rescue of the crew of the American vessel 

North A me1·ican: Recommends recognition uy 
Congress of the bravery of the natives on the 
coast of Tokusima who rescued the crt~w; in­
closes notes exchanged and report of the Gov­
ernment. 

32 Mr. Foster to Mr. Coombs ... Sept. 27 Same subject: Authorizes him to draw for $350 
for distribution bv Japa11ese Goven1meut to 
villagers who resc1wd the crew of the North 
American, and aslrs for their names so that 
tl1ey mav be eng:raved on sih·er medals which 
wili be presented to them. _ 

44 1 Same to same .•••••••• ' •.••.. Nov. 9 Same snbject: Incloses letter of November 4, 
from Hastings & Co., expressing the high 
regard in which they hold the acts of the 
Japanese rescuers. 

58 Mr.CoombstoMr.Foster .. Nov. 26 Samesubject: Checkfor$350hasbeendelivered 
to minister for foreign affairs under instruc­
tion No. 32; names of rescuers will be sent 
later. 

62 Same to same ..•..••.••••... Dec. 17 Same subject: Reports upon proceeds of the 
drafts and use to be madfl of the money on 
behalf of tl1e villagers. 

70 Same to same ••••••.•••.••.. Dec. 27 Same subject: Tbesumof$350, insteadofbcing 
distributed will be kept as a common fund for 
the purchase of boats; sugg.csts appropria­
tion of money by Congress as an incentive for 
natives to aid shipwrecked seamen; incloses 
names of prominent rescue1s, notes, antl Gov-~ 
ernors report. 

1893. 
81 Same to same .•••••••••.•••. Jan. 20 Same subject: InformsDepartmentoftheMspo­

sit.ion made of $350; ineloses notes and receipt.. 
98 Mr. Coombs to Mr. Gresham Mar. 21 Passport applications of Alexander Powers and 

Basil Powers; born in Russia of a native citi­
zen; tl1e former ,iust of age, the latter witl1h1 
a few months of reacl1ing ma,jority; they have 
never been in the United States and propose to 
e11gage in business in Russia; has· denied 
personal applications of both, but issued a 
passport to the father, including Basil as tt 
minor child; quotes from Russian law as giv­
ing t.]Jem option of allegiance (thns creating a 
dual status), and from ·Foreign Relations to 
sustain his action; inc~oses applicatioiJs and 
correspondence with consul at Hiogo. 

84 Mr. Adee to Mr. Coombs .... .Apr. 28 Same subject: Discnsses the RuSjian law cited 
in No. 98, which only confers an optional right 
to claim Russian allegiance within one yea1· in 
contradistinction to French law; United 
statutes confers the status of citizenship to 
both applicants, which, if confirmed by inten­
tion to return, entitles Alexander to passport 
aml resulting protection; Basil is entitled to 
passport during minority; discusses status of 
the father as qualified by his long residence 
abroad. 

131 Mr. Coombs 1oMr. Gresl1am June 26

1 

Passport application of Mrs. Emily Jane Smith, 
daughter a11d widow of an .American citizen, 

I 

but born abroad and never a resident of the 
United States; she is going to France tomar_;ry 
a Russian; has dec-lined to issue it. 1451 Same to same ••••••••••••••• July 14 Passport applications of Americans residing in 
the East: Refers to Instruction No. 84, ob-

I 
serves that these citizens are propagating the 
influence of the United States and thinks they 
are entitled to the fullest protection. 
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LX LIST 0 P PAPERS. 

JAPAN-Continued. 

No. From and to whom. Date. Subject. 

1893. 
11 Mr. Adee to Mr. Dull..... July 26 Passport application of Mrs. Emily Jane Smith: 

Circumstances rel:tted in No. 131 do not ap­
pear to justify its being granted, but the pass­
port coulO. not under any circumstances be 
JSsuerl by the Department. 

17 Mr. Greshnm to Mr. Dun--- Aug. 22 P~ti~:~t~)Y~:t~1~~h~f ct.~se~~~~r1b':t1~nBl: 
patch No. 145 need not fear inquiry into the 
good fai1.h of their citizenship. · 

18 Mr. Dun to Mr. Gresham.__ Sept. 4 Rescue of the crew of the North American: Re­
ports prominent part taken in the rescue by 
the governor of Tokushima, Mr. Yoshiomi 
Seld, which should be recognized. Suggests 
presentation of silver ornamental piece. 

24 Mr. Adee to Mr. Dun ..••... Sept. 26 Same subject: A gold watch and cl1ain will be 
sent to Governor Seki, in recognition of tlJe 
part taken by him in the rescue of the crew of 

I 

the No1·th .A.mm'ican. 

and rescuers of crew of North American 
transmitted. 

26 Same to same ............... l Oct.17 -- Same sub,ject: Testimonials to Governor Saki 

1893. 
908 Mr. Gresham to Mr. R,yan .. Mar. 10 

1188 Mr. Ryan to Mr. Gresham._ Mar. 18 

1196 Same to same............... Mar. 22 

120!) Sametosame .... ........... Apr. 4 

1218 Same to same............... Apr. 10 

1234 Same to same ..••••••.•••.. - May 1 

~ 

9 Mr. Gresham to Mr. Gray___ May 13 

MEXICO. 

Imprisonment of Edward Lycan at Guaymas. 
Inlcoses Nos. 484-490 from Nuevo Larcrlo and 
No. 70 from Guaymas and instructs him to 
make representations. 

Same subject: Reports that Lycan has been re­
leased on habeas corpus, but snbjectcd to ob­
noxious surveillance. Efforts of legation to 
hasten proceedings. Incloses correspond­
ence. 

Same subject: Incloses note to minister for 
{f~~i~~- ~~~irs in compliance with instruc-

Same subject: Release ordered by Supreme 
Court, whose just and prompt action is com­
mended. The decree admits that the arrest 
was unwarranted by law. Incloses notes and 
decree of court. 

Consular right to administer estates of American 
citizens: Reports that consul at Piedras N e­
gras, who thought it his duty to take char~e 
of a certain estate, has been advised tl1at, m 
the absence of convention, local cmirts have 
jurisdiction and that he is merely to see that 
justice is done. 

Passport application of Martin Schafer: Born in 
Germany of a native citizen, but re~:~iding per­
manently in Mexico, never having been to the I 
United States, except on short visits. In­
closes application and passport already filled 
to be forwarded to Mr. Schafer in New York, 
if approved. 

Same ~mbject: Desires fuller information as to 
bis father's movements and Schafer's age at 
the time of his expatriation, in order to deter­
mine as to his status in regard to citizenship, 
which is besides a judicial function; . but the 
facts furnished in No. 1234 are snfficieut to 
show that he is not entitled to a passport. 

CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE MEXICAN LEGATION AT W ASHING'l'ON. 

1892. 
Senor Cayetano Romero to Dec. 13 

Mr. Foster. 
Neutrality laws of the United States: Informs 

the Department that Garza bandits attacked 
and burned barracks at San Ignacio, causing 
the death of a captain and 5 men, taking 
immediate Tefuge in Texas. Incloses tele­
gram of Moxican consul at Laredo and re­
quests pursuit of bandits. 
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LIST OF PAPERS. LXI 

CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE MEXICAN LEGATION AT WASHINGTON-Continued. 

No. 'From and to whom. Date. 

1892 
Senor Cayetano Romero to Dec. 14 

Mr. :Foster. 

Same to same ...••••.••.•••. Dec. 14 

Mr. Foster to Senor Caye- Dec. 15 
tano Romero. 

Seiior Cayetano Romero to Dec. 16 
Mr. Foster. 

Mr . . Foster to Senor Caye- Dec. 20 
tano Romero. 

Senor Cayetano Romero to Dec. 21 
Mr. Foster. 

Mr. "Foster to Senor Caye- Dec. 27 
tano nomero. 

Senor Cayetano Romero to Dec. 2S 
Mr.Foo;ter. 

Same to same .••. ;......... . Dec. 31 

Senor Mariscal to Seilor Dec. 31 
Cayetano Romero. 

Mr. Foster to Sefior Caye- Dec. 31 
tano Romero. 

18!!3. 
Senor Cayetano to Mr. .Jan. 1 

Foster. 

Mr. Foster to Senor Caye- .Jan. 4 
tano Romero. 

Senor Cayetano Romero to .Jan. 5 
Mr. Foster. 

Same to same .•••••••••.••• _ .Jan. 12 

Sametosame .•.•••••••..... .Jan. 12 

Mr. Foster to Senor Caye- .Jan. 19 
tano Romero. 

Same to same .•••••••••••••• .Jan. 23 

Subject. 

Same subject: Transmits complaint of minis­
terforforeign atl'airsoflackofaction by United 
States Government. Incloses telegrams from 
Mexican cous1tls at San Antonio and Laredo. 

Same subject: Informs the Department that an­
other raid is contemplated by bandits, and no 
orders have been reC'eived at :Fort Mulntollh 
for U1e pursuit of same. Incloses telegrams 
from Mexican consuls at San Antonio and 
Laredo. 

Same subject: Informs him that the greatest 
vigilance hits been and is being exercised by 
the \Var Department-, to which notes of De­
cember 13 a11d 14 have been communicateu. 
Adverts to difficulties arising from the long 
line of frontier. 

Same subject: Acknowledges receipt of the 
abo-,e. 

Same subJect: Deprecates complaint of minister 
fot· foreign affairs, in note of December 14, 
that the United States ha-,e not exercisecl 
proper care in preventing violation of. "\Yar 
Department and governor of Texa.'l have been 
notified. 

Same snbject: Expresses the lwpe that meas­
ures taken will put an end to disturbances and 
remarks that such measures would have been 
unnecessary . H the frontier had been ade-
quately gnarcled. . 

Same subject: The Secretary. of War has or­
rlerc<l more troops to the border. J<~xplaiJJS 
UtP difficulties encountcren in apprehending 
raid erR. 

Same subject: Discusses the above note and 
suggests that a competent pen<on be srnt to 
im·estigate a report t.hat Mexican soldiers at 
San I,5naeio, Tex., are intimidated by .'!Up­
porters of the outlaws aml made to cleclaro 
that they came of their free will. 

Same sul1ject: Acknowledges note of December 
28. 

Samesu11,ject: Refers to constantraidsofbaudils 
from Texas, and, after complaining of inade­
quae:v of measures taken to prevent same by 
the United States Government, Jlroposcs th:it 
the Mexican and United States forces he c1is­
tribn1od by concert to guard the several fords 
of the Rio Grande, or, better still, tl1at an 
arrangement be entered into, similar to that 
recently made for the pursuit of Indians, per­
mitting tho forces of eith•Jr Government to 
pursue the bandits acrosR the border. 

Same subject: Suggestion relatiYe to Investigat­
ing contradictory statements made with refer­
ence to the J'vfexican soldiers held at San 
Tg11acio has been brought to the notice of the 
Secretary of War. 

Same subject: Incloses clipping from New York 
TimeR as sl1owing disparHy between Mexican 
and United States forces on the frontier. 

Same:mb.iect: United States forces in thevicinit.v 
of the Hio Grande Immber 1,800 men. Mexi­
can soldiers are reported by the consul-general 
of the United States at Nuevo Laredo to 
remain on Texas side by preference and fear 
of pnnishment if they return to Mexico. 

SamtJ subject: Acknowled§es note of .January 4 

~~~~~~~:~~1i~/!~~~~~~ ~~~~!e~~sted by him 
Same subject: Mexican Government considers 

that the number of Mexican troops on the 
frontier is adequate, the raiders being unable 

i~~h~:~d:f:n:dysl!~f~~:{ o~fo~~~~~-Mexico. 
Same subject: Recommends the guarding of 

fords by Federal troops as likely to have good 
results. 

Same subject: Notes of .Jannary 12 have been 
communicated to tbe\Var Department. 

SaiL.e subject: The War Department agrees 

rage. 
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1893. 
Mr. Foster to Sefior Caye- .Jan. 23 mainly to views presented in note ofMr. Mar-

tano Romero-Continueu. iscal, of December 31, but points to ditlicul­
ties as to provisions for reciprocal crossing of 
troops. Incloses letter of January Hl. 

Sametosame ....•••..•.••.. Feb. 1 Same snbjf'ct: Notifies him of the capture of 440 
three bandits by United States troops. In-
closes two letters of .January 27, from vYar 
Department. 

Senor Cayetano Romero to Feb. 2 Same subject: Acknowledges the above and 441 
Mr. Foster. praises the zeal of the troops in eft'ecting the 

capture. 
Same to same ...•....••.•... Feb. 6 Same subJect: Mexican Government deRirons of 442 

eR1auliRhing communication between the ·war 
Departments of both countries to the end of 
putting a stop to incursions. Incloses state-
ment of Mexican forces on the frontier. Com­
manding officers will guard fords and, if agree-
able to ~the United States Government, com­
municate with United States officers. 

Mr. Foster to Seiior Caye- Feb. 10 Sam·e subject: Note of February 6 has been 443 
tano Romero. communicated to War Department. 

Mr. ·wharton to Senor Feb. 23 Same subject: Arrest and detention at San. Ig- 444 
Romero. nacio, Tex., of Isidor Ereda and Quiocino 

announced by the War Department. 
Same to same. Feb. 25 Same Rubject: Capture of 19 bandits is reported 444 

lly War Department. 
Mr. Gresham to Senor Mar. 15 Same sub.lect: Infol'll!s him of the killing and 444 · 

Homero. arrest of sundry bandits; gives names. 
Senor Rom<>ro to Mr. Mar. 16 Same Rnbject: Acknowledges the above with 445 

Gresham. tha11ks. and expresses the belief that offend­
f'rs will be Jltmished and a recurrence of 
raids discouraged. 

Mr. Gresham to Seiior Mar. 18 Same snbject: Announces the surrender and 445 
Uomero. arrival at rrort Ringgold of certain named 

bandits. 
Scflor Hmncro to :Mr. Mar. 18 Same subject.: ..Acknowledges above; contrasts 445 

GreRhnm. present effectiveness with former lmlieJJcy. 
Mr. (ireo;ham to Seiior Mar. 30 Same subject: Surrender and capture of certain 446 

Rom Pro. named bandits reporl-ed by 'Var Department. 
Same 1o same ......••..••... Mar. 31 Same subject.: The cooperation of troops sug- 446 

Same to same ............... Apr. 

Mr . .Adee to Sefior Romero._ Apr. 

Senor Romero to Mr. Apr. 
Gresham. 

21 

27 

28 

gesterl in note of February 6 is concurred in 
by War Department. 

Same subject: Surrender of 2 banrlitR to 44.7 
United States troops..April19 reported by War 
DepartmerJt. 

Snme subject. Notifies him of capture of Pedro 447 
Garcia bv Lieut. West. 

Shots fired at sent-ry box of custom-house at 4!8 
Camargo: Transmits complaint of l1is Go,·ern -
ment, antl asks that proper Rteps be taken to 
preYent a re11etition of t-he o.lf'enseand to pun-
ish the offemler. 

Mr. Gresham to Senor May 3 NPnt.ralit.y: Caph•reof Del:finoGarciabyLieut. 448 
Romero. \Valker mmounced. 

Sefior Romero to Mr. .June 9 ShotR fired at sentry box at custom-house at Ca- 448 
Gresham. margo: Refers to'his note of April 28, and com­

plnins of repetition of the act on .Jm1e 2, a11d 
asks that measures be taken to prevent same. 

Mr. Gresham to Senor .June 10 Same subject: The soldiers who fired could not 449 
Romero. be discovered; instructions have been sent to 

prevent, recurrence. Incloses l~tter from War 
Department .. 

Senor Romero to Mr. .June 12 Same subject: Acknowledges note of .June9 and 450 
GreRham. and adverts to his of same date. 

Mr. Gresham to Sefior .June 14 Same subject: Note of .June 9 has been referred 451 
Romel'o. to War Department with the request that 

stringent measures be adopted and the offend ­
ers detected. 

Same to same - ..••••... ;. • . . June 15 Same subject: Note of .June 12 has been referred 451 
to War Department. 

Senor Romero to Mr. .June 22 Same subject: Information has been received 451 
Gresham. from minister for foreign affairs that the 2 

guilty soldiers have been identified and sent 
back to Fort Ringgold for investigation and 
pnnisl1ment as J)romiserl. 

Mr. Aclee to Senor Romero .. June 26 Same subject: Informs him that the 2 soldiers 452 
who fired the shots are awaiting court-martial 
at Fort Ringgold. 

Mr. Gresham to Senor July 19 Same subject: Incloses \YarDepartment'sletter 453 
Romero. of .July 17, reciting punishment inflicted upon 

the 2 guilty soldiers, and measures taken to 
prevent recurrence. 
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1893. 
Senor Romero to }:!r. Aug. 5 Violation of the sovereignty of Mexico tln·ough 455 

Gresham. the invaRion of its territory by 6 armed men 
from Texas, commanded by Capt. Frank U. 
Jones, inpursuit of one Jesus Holguin; after 
an atl'ray which re~>ulted in the wounding of 
Holguin and his son and the death of Cttpt. 
,Jones, tlJe invasion was repeated by another 
armed forceof some 60 men : Protests and as k!i 
that ofl:'emlers be punished and orders issued 

Gresham 
ngainst recurrence. · 

Mr. to Senor ... do .... Neutrality: War Department reports the capt- 456 
Romero. ure of 2 of Catariuo Garza's mep. 

Mr. Quincy 
Romero. 

to Sencr Aug. 12 Same subject: ·w·ar Department reports the 
c?ptnrc of 2 more Garza men and 2 San Igna-

456 

cw men, 
Mr. Gresham to Senor Aug. 16 Invasion of Mexican Ulrritory: Acknowl- 456 

Romero. edges note~ of August 5. The complaint there-

Senor Romero 
I in set forth is being investigated. 

to Mr. Sept. 6 Same subject: Reports kidnaping, ill treatment 457 
Gresham. and ille~al sentence in the case of Jesus Garcia, 

at Noga es, Mexico. Incloses tlocnments and 
note from J1i;; Go,·enJment, makes fonnal com-

.. plaint by dirt>ctiou, and asks for vuni;;hment 
of Deputy Sheriff John Roberts, antl indem-
nity for Garcia. Calls attention to frequency 

Mr. Adee to Senor Romero .. 
of violation of Mexican territory. 

Sept. 25 Same subject: Informs him that the governor 462 
of Arizona has been asked to investigate and 

Mr. Gresham 
repOTt on the fads stated in the above note. 

to Senor · Oct. 12 Same subject: }{efers to note of August 5 rela- 462 
Romero. tive to t-he allegetl invasion, incloses reports, 

and qnotes from lett.er of governor of Texas 
sl1owing that Capt. Jones crossed tl1e un-
marked boundary in purstlit of an otrender 
without knowin_g that he was in Mexican ter-

Senor 
ritury, and tl•at Mexican officers do likewise. 

Romero to Mr. Oct. 13 Same snhject: Remarks that the complaint in 466 
Gresham. note of August 5 had for its object not 011ly 

reparation but the prevention of a recurrence, 
and that while this point is not touched upon 

Mr. Adee to Senor Romero . Oct. 17 

in Department's note it is believed that Capt. 
Jm1es' example will eil'ect that object. 

Same subject: Coute11ts of the note of Oetober 467 

Senor Romero 
1il haYe been madE~ known to goy ern or of Texas. 

467 to Mr. Nov. 15 Neutrality: Reports attack on and robbery of 
Gresham. custom-house at Las Palomas by bandits, who 

afterward took refuge in the United States. 
Also contemJ>lated incm·sion into Mexico be-
ing prepare at Silver City, N.Mex. Asks 
that tl1e United States prevent the arming of 

Same to same ............... 
expeditions against Mexico. 

Nov. 17 Same subject: Mexican consul at El Paso re- 463 
ports raid in J)reparation at San Elizario, Tex. 

, .. :Believes that United States troops dispatched 
from ]'ort J3liss could apprehend the 25 men 

Mr. Gresham Senor 
engaged therein. · 

to Nov. 18 Same subject: Note of November 15, relative to 468 
Romero. att.aelt on and robbery of eustom-house a,t Las 

Palomas has been g'iven to vVar Department 

Seflor Romero to 
and goven1or of New Mexico. 

Mr. Nov. 19 Same subject: Uomplains that not.withstantling 468 
Gresham. advice given to them, Texas authorities per-

mitted a band of 65 men to form at San Eliza-
rio and thence invade Mexican territory. 

Mr. Uhl to Senor Romero ... Nov. 20 ':iame subject: Note of November 17, relative to 469 
raid prepared at and accomplished from San 
Elizario, Tex., has been given to 'Va.rDepart-
mont, that of November 19 to War Devartment 

Same to same .....•...•.•... 
and Attorney-Gm•eral. -

Nov. 20 Same subject: QuoteR from War Department 469 
letter of November 18, as to sending United 

Same to same ....•..•••.•••. 
States troops to the llorder. 

Nov. 21 Same subject: Incloses War Department's let-ter 469 
~:;: ~~~1111k~~ 2~~~eR1fzt~~~-that no armed parl.y 

Sam13 ~o !?aiDI3 . ,. • • •, ......... Nov. 24 Same subjrct: Gen. Wheaton reports that be 470 
bas no information of au armetl party prepar-
in_g to cross into Mexico. 
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Mr. Uhl to Senor Romero ... 
1893. 

Nov. 28 Neutrality: Commanding officer at San An to-
nio reports that no armed party has crossed 
from El Paso. · 

Same to same ....••.•••.•••. Nov. 28 Same subject: Reports action taken by governor 
of New Mexico with reference to legation's 
note of November 15. 

NETHERLANDS. 

1892. 
360 Mr. Thayer to Mr. Foster_ .. Nov. 3 

367 Same to same ............... Dec. 30 

1893. 
10 Mr. Sperry to Mr. Foster.... Jan. 16 

13 Same to same ............... Jan. 25 

18 Same to same............... Feb. 23 

~0 Sametosame .............. _ F eb. 27 

23 Same to same ............... Mar. 1 

28 Mr. Sperry to Mr. Gresham. Mar. 8 

34 Sameto same ............... J\fn.r 20 

33 Mr. Gresham to Mr. Sperry. May 17 

Naturalization in the Netherlands: Incloses a 
copy of the biil expected to shortly become a 
law, amenrlin(J" previous laws. 

Same sub.iect: Reports that bill referred to in 
No. 360 has become a law. 

PERSIA. 

Insnlts to the wife of tl10 Rev. Louis F. Essel­
styn by a boy, wl10 was whipped for the of­
fense and his bond taken to keep the peace. 
Incloses correspondence with Esselstyn and 
proc-eedings. 

Missionar.r troubles at Tabriz: Reports arbi­
trary closing of the American mission church 
and· scl10ol; efforts of Mr. Tyler, then in 
charge of legal ion; secnres reopening, after 
protracted negotiations, from October to Janu-

~{6~1;8 i~fclt1~~~{:lfi~~1 o1~~;;;~;~\~.aml resol~-
Protection and a~ylnm to Hajie _Sey.yah:. Re­

por1s that he IR threatened with nnpnson­
ment., after having been already imprisoned 
for political reasons; describes certificates of 
naturalization; Persian Government claimed 
they should have been given notiee of his 
naturalization, but failed to 8ust.aiu assertion; 
Seyyah has been given temporary asylum. 

Same subject: Persia claims that her subjects 
can not renounce their alle~ance without per­
mission, and that United ~tates representa­
tives are not permitted to :protect Persian 
subjects; Seyyah has been given a place as 
employe of legation, pendil.)g receipt of in­
structions; charges of political offenses are 
rlenietl. and Seyyah only wants to be allowed 
to leave Persia unmolested; incloses note and 
extract from treaty between Persiaancl Russia. 

Same subject: Reports interview with repre­
sentative of priine minister. Position of Per 
;;i:::., !;!:".;:.t subjects can not renounce their alle­
giance, is confirmed by Russian and British 
represe11tatives, but Seyyah is held at lega­
tion pending instructions. 

Missionary troubles at Tabriz: Incloses reso­
lutions of the American missionaries express­
ing their thanks for the satisfactory termina­
tion of the difficulty. 

Protection and asylum to Hajie Seyyah: In­
closes orders restoring his allowance as one 
of the priestly caste, and his property rights, 
leaving but minor matters pending. In this 
settlement no reference was made to his citi­
zenship nor any communication made to the 
legation, but resuh was undoubtedly due to 
prote!)tion. 

Protection and asylum t,o Hajie Seyyah: Re­
views facts presented in dispatches Nos.18, 20, 
26, and 34, and decides that while the citizen­
ship of Seyyah can not be affected by internal 
1aws of Persia or her Lrcat.v with Russia, Sey­
yah has forfeited his right to protection by 
his own -acts after leaving t.he United States, 
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1893. 
Mr. Gresham to M:r. Sper-

ry-Continued.. 
May 17 

74 Mr. Sperry to Mr. Gresham. Aug. 12 

16 Mr . .Adee to Mr. McDonald. Sept. 21 

26 Mr. McDonald to Mr. Oct. 21 
Gresham. 

27 Same to same .......••..•... Oct. 26 

30 Same to same ............... Oct. 29 

36 Same to same ............... Nov. 9 

41 Same to same ............... Nov. 23 

29 Mr. Uhl to Mr. McDonald .. Nov. 28 

30 Same to same ............... Dec. 5 

37 Same to same ............... J"an. 5 

1893. 
482 Mr. Hicks to Mr. Gresham. Apr. 3 

Same to same (telegram)... . Apr. 5 

Mr. Gresham to Mr. Hicks Apr. 6 
(telegram). 

}h. Hicks to Mr. Gresham Apr. 9 
(telegram). 

FR--V 

Subject. 

and thatasylum, ahyays discountenanced by the 
United States, is •otjustified in his case by any 
criminal O'r political uilargb. Reproves his sub-
terfuge in gwing Seyyah a fictitious employ-
mont in legation, thereby endangering free-
dom of bona fide servants. 

Same subject: Incloses note to prime minister 
informing him of Department's decision in 
No.ilil. 

Same subject: Informs him that Mr. Spocry 
misunderstood instruction of May 17, as shown 
in his NG. 74; the question of citizenship was 
not passed upon; the Executive is not com-
potent to declare forfeiture of citizenship, 
naturalization being a judicial act; Persian 
Government should be informed of Mr. Sper-
ry's error. 

Murder of Aaa J"an Khan, a Christian PeTsian: 
Incloses le ers relating-the atrocious circum-
stances of the qrime, and the alarm created 
thereby among Christians at Oroomiah; the 
attention of the Persian G.overnment unoffici-
ally called to the matter. 

Same subject: The Shah promises punishment 
of the murderers and protection to the Uhris-
tians; incloses prime minister's not.e. 

SamesutJject: Missionaries wish the Sha.b 'sletter 
in No. 27 to be published; incloses his note of 
acknowledgment of said letter and minister 
for foreign affairs' reply. 

Protection of Hajie Seyyah. Incloses note to 
minister of state correcting Minister Sperry's 
mil!!interpretation of instruction, No. 33. 

Same subject: Rlfcly of prime minister to his 
note inclosed in o. 36 insists thatjHajie Seyyah 
never ceased to be a Persian subject. Though 
contrary to international law, the position 
will not, for Hajie Seyyah's sake, be disputed, 
except under instruction. 

Murder of .Ag;t J"an Khan. Acknowledges ~o-
26 and ap~roves his interpretation, whit\h was 
justified y the alarm created among Ameri-
can residents. 

Same subject. Expresses appreciation of the 
Shah's action in the matter as reported in No. 
27. 

Protection anti asy-lum to Hajie Seyyah. In-
strncts him to mform minister for foreign 
affairs that the incident in his particular case 
was terminated by the announcement t.hat he 
was not entitled to protection as a bona fide 
citizen. The abstract question of protection 
of lawful citizens need not be discussed. 

PERU. 

Outrages on U. S. consular agency atMollendo: 
Reports that at the funeral of a prominent 
Mason the lodge was attacked and sacked by 
a mob which also invaded neighboring houses, 
one of which was the U.S. consular agency, 
Acting Consular Agent Meier was shot in 
the leg. Religious fanaticism apparently the 
only cause of riot. 

Same subject: Conuensed r eport of the attack 
above referred to. 

Same subject: Instructs him to protest a~ainst 
failure of authorities to afford protection to 
consulate, and, if facts are well established, to 
ask expression of regret, prompt prosecution 
of the guilty parties and reparation for injury 
to American property and person. 

Same subject: Reports that before sending tele­
gram of the 5th , he dispatched note to the 
foreign office calling attention to gravity of 
affair, and asking for information. Received 
to-day detaile-l reply regretting occurrence, 
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1893. 
Mr. Hicks to Mr. Gresham Apr. 9 

(telegram)-Continued. 

Mr. Gresl1am to Mr. Hieks Apr. 10 
(telegram). 

485 Mr. Hicks to Mr. Gresham .... do .•.. 

486 Same to same ............... Apr. 15 

493 Same to same ............... Apr. 29 

289 Mr. Gresham to Mr. Hicks. May 3 

496 Mr. Hicks to Mr. Gresham May 8 

499 Same to same............... May 20 

302 Mr. Gresham to Mr. Hicks . June 9 

606 Mr. Hicks to Mr. Gresham .. [ June 12 

512 Same to same ............... June 17 

9 Mr. Gresham to Mr. Mc­
Kenzie. 

Gresham , 
50 I Mr . M_ cKenzie to Mr. 

July 7 

Oct. 23 

1892. 
212 Mr. Foster to Mr. Wurts ... Aug. 23 

239 Mr. Wurts to Mr. Foster . . . Sept. 7 

249 Sam!) to same .. • • • • • • • • • • • • . Oct. [17 

Subject. 

promising prompt punishment of Mollendo 
delinquents and reparation for damages with 
statement that subprefect has been removed. 
Reply seems equitable and his judgment is 
not to make protest unless Department so 
direct. 

Same subject: Expresses gratification at prom­
ises of Peruvian Government relative to Mol­
lendo incit]ent and confidently awaits their 
prompt fuffillment. 

Samesubject: Incloses acting consular agent's 
report and notes referred to in telegram of 
April9. 

Same subject: Will present claim of consular 
agent without delay. It will probably be 
paid if reasonable. 'tncloses his note to for­
eign office. 

Same subject: The consular agent's claim bas 
been presented in an inclosed note and its 
prompt settlement orally urged. 

Same subject: Belie>es that the friendly attitude 
of Peru reported inNo.485 will insure the pun­
ishment of offenders and reparation ofloss. Ten­
der. by Peru of medical expenses of Acting 
Consular Agent Meier would be ac0eptable. 

Same s11-bject: Informs Department that minis­
ter fdr foreign affairs awaits report from 
Mollendo. 

Same subject: Reports interviewwith recently 
appointed minister for foreign affairs, who 
asks for a reduction of the amount claimed by 
Mr. Meier, and promises early consideration. 

Same subject: Peruvian minister at Washing­
ton expresses readiness of his Government to 
make repamtion, asking only indulgence as 
to time; original statement of Acting Consu­
lar Agent Meier that claim would be made for 
actual loss only, justifies the expectation that 
an amicable adjustment may be reached with­
out undue pressure. 

Same subject: Reports interviews with minis­
ter for foreign affairs; it is claimed that 
the coat of arms of the United States was not 
on the building. Offer of 1,000 soles finally 
raised to 2,000. 

Same subject: Reports the payment of 2,000 
soles by Peru in full settlement; incloses cor­
respondence with the acting consular agent 
and foreign office, and bank receipt. 

Same subject: Expresses gratification at settle­
ment reported in No. 512. 

Immigration. Law passed byPeruviancongress 
for the encouragement of. 

RUSSIA. 

Militaryserviceof Jacob Goldstein a naturalized 
American citizen: Incloses letter of Mrs. 
Goldstein of August 17, 1892, reporting the 
arrest and imprisonment of her husband, who 
is the bearer of a Department passport. In­
structs him to investigate and take appropri­
ate action. 

Same subject: Suggests that in view ofthe fixed 
poli(·y of the Russian Government to punish 
subjects who have avoided military duty on 
their return to Russia a petition for clemency 
appears to be the only resource. Refers to the 
case of Kempinski in 1889, who was sentenced 
to exile in Siberia and subsequently })ardoned. 

Same subject: Russian Government claims that 
his real name is Yaukel Zlotow anrl that he 
has been arrested for entering Russia with a 
false passport. Incloses note. Refers to 
the dispatch No. 239 and to the correspon­
dence of consul at Ouessa with authorities. 
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1892. 
12 Mr.FostertoMr.White ... Nov. 7 Same&ubject:Departmentreservestherightto 529 

judge as to the validity of passport. Gold-
stein's statement of his birthplace does not 
agree with that given in his passport appli-
cation. As to identity of Goldstein, Depart-
ment will investigate. 

19 Same to same .••••.••••••... Nov. 26 Same subject: Adverts to informal inquiry of 530 
Russian charge as to genuineness of passport 
and certificate of naturalization and objec-
tions entertained by the Department to this 
proceeding. Instructs him to say that the 
cooperation of the legation will be rendered in 
cases of doubt as to genuineness of passport 
or identity of holder, but that the United States 
expects that its passport will be dul:y respected 
as prima facie evidence, and that 1ts validity 
can only be traversed by competent proof. 

21 Mr. White to Mr. Foster .... Dec. 15 Same subject; Refers to dispatch No.12 (Novem- 531 
ber 7) and states that Goldf'ltein 's passport was 
sent to Washington during interim at legation. 
Cases of a similar nature will hereafter be re-
ferred to legation. 

22 Same to same. : ........... .. Dec. 16 . Same subject: DiscrepanciesinGoldstein's state- 531 
ments make it doubtful whether he is notYan-
kel Zlotom, as claimed by Russian authonties. 
Consul at Odessa has been Jirected to investi-

1893. gate. 
48 Same to same ............... .Jan. 25 Passport application of William Lassonne sub- 532 

mitted with the statement that Lasonne will 
shortly return to the United States, but can 
not say whether it will be to establish a per­
manent residence. 

55 Same to same............... Feb. 13 Passport application of Hugo Sunde!: He is un- 533 
able to produce certificate of naturalization, 
a11d after residing in the United States from 
1865 to 1873 has never returned there since. 
He bears an old passpo::.-t. Requests instruc-
tions. · 

58 Same to same............... Feb. 16 Railway, Trans-Siberian: Discusses rescript ap- 534 
pointing the heir to the throne president of, 
as showing the civilizing aim pursued by the 
enterprise. 

60 Mr. Wharton to Mr. \Vbite. Feb. 28 Passports of .Jews: Refusal of consul general of 536 
Russia at New York, to vise that of Mrs. 
Lerin. Incloses correspondence with Russian 
legation and refers to previous correspondence 
between t·he Department and the legation at 
St. Petersburg. The inquisition into rell~ous 
faith is forbidden by the Constitution aml 
can not be acquiesced in by the United States 
when exercised by a foreiguagencywithin this 
territory. Adverts to previous alle~iance of 
Mrs. Lerin and expresses the hope that -pass-
port will be accepted as authoritative evidence 
of eitizeuship. 

64 Same to same............... Mar. 2 Pass]Jort application of Hugo Sundel: Loss of 537 
certificate of naturalization is not material, as 
sufficient evidence must have been given when 
the old passport was issued by legation; but 
short residence after naturalization calls for 
proof of bona .:firle conservation of citi:r.enship 
and intention to return before issuing new 
passport. 

76 Mr. Gresham to Mr. White. Mar. 24 Passportapplication ofWilliami,assonne: This 538 
is clearly a case of evasion of duties of citi­
zenship !n eii.l1er country ; the application need 
not be consiuered until il1tention to return is 
corroborated by the acquisition of a residence 
in tlle United States. 

81 Mr. White to Mr. Gresham . Apr. 11 1 Passports of Jews: Reports that no action has 538 
vet. been taken in the matter of vise refused 
in New York to Mrs. Minnie Lerin, owing to 
absence of ltf. de Giers. 

96 Sarno to same............... May 12. Famine in Finland: Reports that relief fnnd of 539 
41,000 rubles sent bv mayor of Philadelpl1ia 
was distributed entii·ely unofficially. Incloses 
letter to Mayor Stuart giving full account of 
his action. 
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No, 
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14-3 

RUSSIA-Continued. 

From and to whom. Date. Subject. 

1893. 
Mr. White to Mr. Gresham. . May 19 Military service case of Jacob Goldstein has been 

favorably decided by the courts. Goldstein 
left the country in December and his wherea-
bouts is unknown. 

Same to same ••••••••••••••. May 19 Passport application of David Waldenberg and 
his son Jacob. The father left the United 
States in 1864 and does not declare intention 
to return; the son was born in Poland; never 
resided in the United States, but declares inteu-
tion to return within two years, which, how-
ever, does not seem to be bona fide. Passport 
declined, but protection against tllreatened 
expulsion of Jacob as a Jew has been asked 

Same to same ..••..••••••... 
for two years. 

May 22 Expulsion of Joseph Glowacki on a charge of 
disrespect to the Emperor: A note in behalf 
of his being allowed to return has been directed 
to the foreign office. Present:; mtJJ its of the 
case. 

Mr. Gresham to Mr. Whit~- June 3 Military service of Jacob Goldstein: Considers 

Sante to same ...••..•••••.•. 
the case as disposed of by his distatch No. 97. 

June 6 Passport application of David Wa denberg and 
his son Jacob: Informs him that the father 
bas evidently forfeited his rights by continu-
ous residence in the country of original alle-
giance. Jacob, if truly intending to return, 
may be given a passport for that purpose only; 
minor sons are entitled to protection under 
section 1993, Revised Statutes, until they reach 
majority and avail themselves of the right of 

Mr. Webb to Mr. Adee ..... 
option ot domicile. Incloses 84 to Japan. 

Aug. 9 Passport issued to Simon James Gordon, a nat-
nralizecl citizen, who left the United States in 
1872, after securing naturalization, and J:ever 
retnrneu. Describes him as a bad character. 
and sa:ys that it was only issued on his sworn 
statement of intention to return immediat.,ly. 
Asks instructions for the future. 

Mr. ·webb to Mr. Gresham. Aug. 25 Expulsion of .T oseph Glowacki: In spite of the 
order allowing him to enter Russia, with the 
exception of his native \illage, he was again 
detained at the frontier, and :finally expeTled. 
Promisehasbeenreceived that, barring further 
unfavorable evidence, the original order will 
be carried out. 

Same to same ....•••.••..•.. Sept. 5 Same subject: New orders have been issued to 1 

let him enter, and regret expressed for the / 

Mr. Adee to Mr. White .... 
misunderstanding at the frontier. 

Sept. 21 Same subject: The Department is gratified to 
learn that Glowacki has been granted per-
mission to a~rain enter Russia, and that the 
case is thus closed. 

Mr. White to Mr. Gresham. Nov. 7 Famine of 1892 in Russia: Address of thanks of 
the uo~ility of St. Petersburg to the people of 
the Umted States. 

Mr. Uhl to Mr. White ....... Nov. 24 Same subject: Address of nobility will be care- I 
fully preserved. 

CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE RUSSIAN LEGATION IN WASHINGTON. 

1 1893. 
Mr. Foster to Prince Canta- , Feb. 16 

cuz6ne. 1 

Prince Cant.acuzene to Mr. Feb. 20 
.A dee. 

Mr. Wharton to Prince Feb. 28 
Can tac uzene. 

Passports of Jews: Refers to refusal of visa to 
Mrs. Mannie Lerin, arfd assuming that tLe right 
to refuse migllt apply to Russian :;ubject:s who 
have not performed military service, does not 
perceive how it can apply to a lady, and re­
quests explanations. 

Same sull.iect: Refusal of visa by consnl-general 
in New York ""as according to instructions, 
Mrs.MannieLerin, declaringher;;elf aJewcss, 
and visa being, except in certain cases, re­
fused to foreign Jews. 

Same sullject: Acknowledges not.e of February 
20 "under the reserve imposed upon the Go\·­
ernment by its Constitution and laws. and by 
its just expectation that its certification of the 
character of .American citizenship will be re­
spccie(l." 
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LIST OF PAPERS. 

No. From and to whom. Date. 

1893. 
67 Mr.Boyd to:Mr.Gresbam ... J 'uly 17 

68 Sametosame ...•..••...•. . . July 26 

69 

'iO 

71 

73 

79 

Same to same . .......••.... . July 27 

Same to same . ..•...• . .•.. . . July 31 

Same to same . ...... _. ....... Aug. 5 

Same to same ..•........ . .. . Aug. 23 

Same to samo ..•••••.••..•.. Oct. 23 

1803. 
Mr. Foster to Mr. Snowden Jan. 

(telegram). 

59 Mr. Snowden to Mr. Foster. Jan. 7 

63 Same to same ..•.••••••.•••. Jan. 14 

Mr. Foster to Mr. Snowden Jan. 20 
(telegram). 

70 Mr. Snowden to Mr. Foster . Jan. 25 

72 Same to same ..••.•••••••... Jan .. 30 

73 Same to same •.••.••••••..... Jan. 30 

77 Same to same .••••••••••••.. Feb. 2 

101 Mr. Foster to Mr. Snowden. Feb. 7 

Mr. Snowden to Mr. Fodter Feb. 14 
(telegram). 

SIAM. 

Subject. 

France and Siam: Conflict between; gives an 
account of the engagement between French 
gunboats and Siamese forts, of the sinking of 
French steamship J. B. Say by the Siamese, 
and the following suspension of hostilities; 
incloses clipping from Bangkok Times giving 
official correspondence relative to the allow­
ing of French war vessels in the river. 

Same subject: Siam denies French 11ltimatum; 
diplomatic relations terminated; French gun­
boats with minister depart; incloses French 
ultimatum and Siam's reply. 

Same subject: Notice of blockade has been 
given to vessels and ports. ·. 

Same subject: Blockade of all Siamese ports of 
importance declared by the French on the 
27th. 

Same subject: Blockade raised upon acceptation 
of ultimatum by Siam at Paris. 

Same subject: Final arragements are to l1e con­
cluded by the .French envoy, M. LeMyre de 
Vilers. · 

Same subject: Incloses treaty between France 
and Siam. The French still occupy and are 
fortifying Cbantaboon. 

SPAIN. 

Missionary troubles in Caroline Islands: Their 
claim must not be complicated with other 
questions. The President expects a complete 
settlement without delay. 

Same subject: Incloses note to minister for for­
eign affairs presenting the case and replying to 
the argument of the Duke of Tetuan. He will 
press the claim for indemnity to, and return of, 
the missionaries. 

Same subject: Preliminary interview with min­
ister for foreign affairs, who statEs that pub­
lic sentiment is opposed to the return of the 
missionaries. who are believed to have been 
the cause of 'the loss of life on the islands. 

Same subject: Settlement should be pressed to 
an early conclusion. 

Same subiect: Minister for foreign affairs, after 
objec.ting to return of missionaries on the 
gronncl fhat their presence incited rebellion, 
finally agreed to reopen the case on requeRt 
in writinffi and to refer the return of mission-

:~id:. toG~v:s f.~ne:~~~~i ~f!nf!-~f~~~ne lsi-
Caravel Santa Maria: Incloses note from min­

ister for foreign affairs offering same to the 
United States. 

Missionary troubles in Caroline Islands; In­
closes memorandum of chronological state­
ment of events reacl at interview with minis­
ter for foreign afi'airs. 

Same subject: Minister for foreign affairs 
insisted upon the right of a nation to exclude 
foreigners. and further contended that the mis­
sionaries havin15 voluntarily left the islands 
are not entitlea to return, all of which was 
disputed. Incloses note to minister for for­
eign affairs reopening the case as agreed. 

Same subject: Quoting from minister for for­
eign affairs ' note in dispatch of January 11, 
1892, expresses the hope that assurances given 
then and in 1885 as to the return of the mis­
sionaries will Le carried out, leaving only the 
question of indemnity to be settled. 

Same Aubject: Asks if in view of im11encling in­
terview be may propose arbitration in case of 
refusal or delay in the ma1ter of the return of 
the missionaries and indemnity, and for defi­
nite instructions as to hiwnext move, if that 
is rejected. 
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LXX LIST OF PAPERS. 

SPAIN-Continued. 

From and to whom. Date. 

1883. 
Mr. Foster to Mr. Snowden Feb. 14 

(telegram). 

116 Same to same............... Feb. 20 

102 Mr. Snowden to Mr. Foster. Feb. 28 

106 Same to same ............... Mar. 3 

132 Mr. Wharton to Mr. Snow- Mar. 6 
den. 

144 Mr. Gresham to Mr. Snow- Mar. 18 
den. 

119 Mr. Snowden to Mr. Mar. 25 
Gresham. 

155 Mr. Gresham to Mr. Snow- Apr. 4 
den. 

139 Mr. Snowden to Mr. Apr. 17 
Gresham. 

1G2 Same to same. • • • . • • . • • • . • .. May 28 

4 Mr. Bonsai to Mr. Gresham . .Tune 5 

33 Mr. Taylor to Mr. Gresham. Aug. 19 

26 Mr . .A dee to Mr. Taylor ... . July '1.7 

35 Same to same............... Sept. 22 

40 Mr. Taylor to Mr. Gresham- Oct. o 

43 Same to same .. • . • • • . • • • . . .. Oct. 14 

Subject. 

Missionary troubles in Caroline Islands: In view 
of Spain's assurances in 1886, arbitration is 
deemed as unnecessary as it is unacceptable. 

Same sub,ject: Department's instructions were 
relaxed but once in 1892 upon assurances given 
by Spanish Government; denies that. presence 
of missi-onaries incited tr.1uble or that thflir 
departure was voluntary; position indicated 
in telegram of February 18 and thus far ably 
held by him will be mamtained. 

Caravel Santa Ma·ria: Incloses note to minister 
for foreign affairs accepting the, with appre-
ciation. · 

Missionary troubles in Caroline Islands: Mem­
orandum of guaranties given by Spain in 1886 
as to treatment of Americans was left vdth 
prime minister; note to minister for foreign 
affairs setting forth sums expended and losses 
sustained by missionaries, and placing indem­
nity at $25,000 or $250,000, according to the 
gran tin"' or refusing of permission to return. 

CaraYel: 'incloses N~wy Department letter of 
March, 1893, accepting the Santa Ma1·ia. 

Missionary troubles in Caroline Islands: Com­
mends his memoran,lum to prime mini!lter in 

No.106. 
Same subject: Minister for foreign affairs has 

agreed to have an understanding as to the re­
turn of the missionaries with the new ;;ov­
ernor of the Philippine Islands before l1is ue· 
parture for his post. Reports interviews and 
incloses notes. 

Same subject: Indorses letter of March 28 from 
Board of Commissioners of Foreign Missions 
urging a settlement. 

Same subject: The question of return of the 
missionaries will be decided on the arrival of 
the new governor at his post., who has been 
instructed to telegraph. Question of indem­
Bity will be treated in forthcoming interview. 

Same subject: Reports confl(rence with minis­
ter of stat-e and minister of colonie!'!, at which 
amount of indemnity was determined in the 
sum of $17,500. Presents a statement of his 
efforts in the case. 

Same subject: Incloses notes e:x;changed be­
tween late Minister Snowden and the Spanish 
Government. 

fiame subject: Quotes note to SpaniBh Govern­
ment urging return of missionaries and pay­
ment of indemnity; asks for instructions as 
to course to be followed in prosecuting the 
matter. 

Same subject: Incloses le1.ters from and to Amer­
ican Board of Foreign Missions 'in regard to 
the reported settlement. 

Same subject: The disappointment of the Pres­
ident that the settlement. promised six years 
ago has not yet been effected is to be expressed 
by correspondence or interviews. The r esto­
ration of their rights can not be disassociated 
from the small idemnity already tendered. 

Same subjeet: A second note bas been ad­
dressed'to the Spanish Government, request­
ing a reply to that in No. 33. 

Same subject: Incloses reply of foreign office 
to his note of August 18. It repeat~ that mis­
sionaries can not, for their own safety, be yet 
allowed to return; that they were not driven 
out as alleged, but left voluntarily, and asks 
that some one be designated to receive indem­
nity agreed on. 
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No. From and to whom. Date. 

1892. 
11 Mr. Foster to Mr. Thomp- Dec. 9 

son. 

18 Same to same ............... Dec. 15 

1893. 
24 Mr. Thompson to Mr. Fos- Feb. 5 

ter. 

30 Mr. Foster to Mr. Thorup- Feb. 6 
son. 

25 Mr. Thompson to Mr. Fos- Feb. 6 
ter. 

27 Same to same ............... Feb. 7 

28 Sametosame ............... Feb. 8 

29 Same to same ............... Feb. 9 

31 Mr. Foster to Mr. Thomp- Feb. 9 
son. 

30 Mr. Thompson to Mr. Fos- Feb. 14 
ter. 

Mr. Whartonto.Mr. Thomp- Feb. 27 
f'IOn (telegram). 

39 Mr. Thompson to Mr. Fos- Feb. 28 
ter. 

TURKEY. 

Subject. 

:Missionary troubles atJendairia and ElDainey: 
Incloses letter of Presbyterian Board of Foreign 
Mission!!. Instructs him to obtain the restora­
tion of property at J endairia and reopening of 
closed schools by courteous but decided rep· 
resentations. Leaves the question of indem­
nity or proceedin~ against the Go>ernment to 
his discretion. 

Emigration: lnl:ltructs him to request permis· 
Rion for the, of Mr. Micbaelian'!! family. In· 
closes lettllr of Mr. Michaelian. 

Missionary troubles at Marsovan: Quotes tele· 
grams reporting the burning of Amenean col­
lege; the minister for foreign a:lfairl:l promises 
investigation and protection, but facts reported 
show nogligence on the part of authorities. ln 
thil absence of British or American represent· 
atives near seat of troublel:l the German minis· 
ter has been asked for and granted41rotection 
by German consul at .Amasia. 

Missionary troubles in Turkey: Incloses letter 
of l!'ebruary 2, from Board of American Mis­
sions, who have been informed that their rights 
as citizens are covered by prev-ious instruc­
tions from the Department. 

Riots at Cesarea: Outburst of fanaticism appre­
hended. Communicates reports of; action 
will be taken by British and German ambas­
sadors in view of prevention of disturbances. 

Missionary troubles at Marsovan: Reports that 
the U. S. consul at Sivas was called to 
Marsovan by a telegram from the German 
consul. 

Sa~e subject: Incloses letter of instructions 
to Consul .Jewett. Reports that Turkish 
authorities claim the right to open letters 
when there is a disturbance in the country to 
which they are sent. 

Same subject: U. S. consul at Sivas has 
been instructed to investigate, and proceeded 
to the seat of disturbances. 

Passport issued to Mrs. Miehaelian with a view 
of her coming to join her husband in the 
United States. Informs him that he has 
exceeded his instructions. Discusses the law 
relative to citizenship of the alien wife of a 
citizen, naturalized or native; states that in 
the case of one still residing in the country of 
her allegiance, the Department refrains from 
asserting her title to citizenship; as to minor 
children who have never resided in the 
United States, they are not entitled to pass­
ports. If Turkish government should test 
the evidence of the passport he should use 
good offices as per wstruction No. 18, and 
report to the Department any unfavorable 
result. 

Censorship over books of missionaries objected 
to by them on the ground of long delay and 
unwarranted expunging by the present cen­
sor; incloses letter frorri the Evangelic Alli­
ance, and note to Turldsh Governmentuq~iug 
reestablishment of commission, composea of 
Mussulmans and Christ.fans. 

Missionarr, troubles at Marsovan: The gravity 
of the Situat,ion justifies the legation in mak­
ing earnest representations to Turkish Gov­
ernment, and in taking advantage of eoinci­
dent action of English and German colleagues 
to secure protection for life and property, 
repression of disorders, and punishment of 
ofl'enders. 

Passport issued to Mrs. Michalian: Explains 
that it was done in accordance with Turkish 
law, and as affording the best means of carry­
ing out instructions to assist her in joining 
her husband in the United States. 
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TURKEY -Continued. 

No. From ancl to whom. Date. 

1893. 
44 Mr.WhartontoMr.Thomp- Mar. 1 

S6ln. 

41 Mr. Thompson to Mr. Foster Mar. 1 

42 Same to same .. • .. • • • • • • • • • . Mar. 1 

• 47 Mr. Thompson to Mr. Mar. 7 
Gresham. 

49 Mr. Gresham to Mr. Thorup- Mar. 8 
son. 

53 Mr. Thompson to Mr. Mar. 16 
Gresham. 

54 Mr. Gresham to Mr. Thorup- Mar. 17 
son. 

58 :Mr. Thompson to Mr. Mar. 22 
Gresham. 

56 Mr. Quincy to Mr. Thomp- Mar. 25 
son. 

Mr. GreshamtoMr. Thomp- Apr. 1 
son (telegram). 

69 Mr. Thompson to Mr. Apr. 4 
Gresham. 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Apr. 10 
Gresham (telegram). 

Subject. 

Missionary troubles at Marsovan: Approves 
liis action as reported to the Department, 
directs ]lim to continue earnest representa­
tions, ana secure protection of life and indem­
nity for injuries. 

Same subject: Incloses report of Consul Jewett, 
showing interference with correspondence and 
connivance, if not instigation, on the part of 
Hosref Pacha. A copy bas been given to min­
ister of foreign affairs, who has b~en asked to 
stop interference with mail, and to order a 
thorough investigation of the burning in the 
presence of Consul Jewett. British and Ger­
man ambassadors have promised cooperation. 

Same subject: ConsulJewettbas been instructed 
to allow examination of gate-keeper in his 
presence on condition that he shall not be im­
prisoned unless guilty of crime, and to inves­
tigate the imprisonment of teachers. Incloses 
letter of instructions . 

Same subject: Incloses report of Consul Jewett 
with accompanying memoranda ofmissionaries 
relative to past relations, purchase of property, 
present troubles, and treatment of teachers. 
Minister of foreign affairs asks that in.vestiga­
tion be bad as to the printing of placards or 
storage of arms in burned college, which is 
agreed to, provided that investigation be con­
ducted in the presence of the consul of the 
United States. 

Same subject: Incloses letter of March 2, 
from American Board of Foreign Missions. 
Directs him to maintain the right of free com­
munication with the legation. 

Same subject: Incloses note verbale from the 
Porte complainin~ of alleged reprehensible 
actions of the Umted States vice-flonsul and 
teachers at Marsovan, and reply, stating that 
there is no vice-consul at Marsovan, but that 
Consul Jewett is conducting investigations. 
Incloses telegram of instructions to Consul 
Jewett. 

Violation of official correspondence as appre­
hended, furnishes ground for earnest protest. 
Directs him t.o request investigation as to his 
letter to Consul Jewett, of February 3, fail­
ing to reach its destination as stated inN o. 42. 

Missionary troubles at Marsovan: Consul 
Jewett reports that he received none of the 
telegrams or letters sent him, and Secretary 
Newberry has been sent with an attache of 
the foreign office to assist in the investiga­
tion. Consular agent at Samsoun, who has 
never been recognized by the Porte, received 
plaCJards, and his office has been closed by Mr. 
Newberr~. In(.lloses Consul Jewett's report 
and instruet.ions to Mr. Newberry. 

Mails: Interference with private. Incloses let­
ter of Mrs. L.A. W. Fowler, of March 22, and 
directs requisite !l>Ction, which, however, 
should be kept independent of that relating 
to t.he much more serious question of interfer­
ence with official correspondence. 

Missionary troubles at Marsovan are regarded 
by the President as critical. Directs him to 
concentrate action on the main question, re­
~ardless of alleged acts of students; to keep 
m communication with Consul Jewett. by mes­
senger, if necessary; to protest a~ainst any 
violation of correspondence, ana to keep 
Department informed by cable. 

Same subject: The land and permit to build col­
lege are both in the name of a Turkish subject, 
which complicates the question; protest has 
been made against interference with official 
correspondence and an investig11-tion instituted. 

Same subject: Reports return of Secretary New­
berry with sufficient evidence upon which to 
ba.se demand for payment of 500Tm:kish pounds, 
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LIST OF PAPERS. LXXIII 

TURKEY -Continued. 

No. From and to whom. Date. 

1893. 
Yr. Thompson to Yr. 

Gresham (telegram)-Con-
tinned . 

Apr. 10 

Mr.Gresham to Mr. Tbomp· Apr. 12 
son (telegram). 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Apr. 14 
Gresham (telegram) . 

73 Same to same ............... Apr. 14 

63 Mr. Gresham toMr.Thomp- Apr. 14 
son. 

76 Mr. Thompson 
Gresham. 

to Mr. Apr. 21 

78 Same to same . ............... Apr. 24 

81 I Sam•t.,am•··············· · Apr. 2"1 

82 Same to same .. .. .. . • • • .. . .. Apr. '27 

77 Mr. Adee to Mr. Thompson . Apr. 29 

84 Mr. Gresllam to Mr. Nt'w· May 9 
berry. 

86 Same to same .. • • • • • • . • • .. .. May 15 

87 Same to same . • • • • • • • • • • • • • . May 15 

91 Mr. Quincy to Mr. New- May 24 
berry. 

5 Mr. Gresham to Mr. TerrelL June 19 

12 Mr. Adee to Mr. Terrell .... July 

14 Mr. Gresham to Mr. Terrell. July 5 

Sub,ject. 

the value of the burned building; issuance of 
an irade in favor of the schools; assurance of 
adeqnat.e protection and immediate authority 
to rebuild. Requests instructions. 

Same subject: Instructs him to demand full 
value of burned building, immediate permit to 
rebuild, license for school and its efficient pro­
tection, not waiving rizht to hereafter de­
mand punishment of guilty parties. 

Same subject: Reports that minister promises 
full satisfaction without formal demand before 
the 22d instant; the time has been granted. 

Same subject: Confirms above; delay requested 
on account of Turkish annualfast (Rharuadan.) 

Same subject: Acknowledges and approves No. 
53; commends report of Uonsul Jewett in No. 
47. 

Censorship over books of missionaries: Passages 
referred to in No. 30 have been restored and 
satisfactory time a.greed upon for work of cen­
sor. 

Missionary troubles at Marsovan: Report of 
Mr. Newberry establishes that native teachers 
and students did engage in revolutionary 
movements, and that Hosref Pacba, assisted 
by gens d'armes, set college on fire; reports as 
to maltreatment of ':rurkish boys by students. 

Same subject: Reports that mail to and from 
Consul Jewett has been accounted for after 
long delay ; mission of Mr. Newberry was dis­
charged with ability and resulted in sugges­
tions to the Porte of removal of Turkish offi­
cials and amnesty to Armenians, both of which 
were favorably received. 

Same subject: Reports payment of 500 Turkish 
pounds; irade issued for rebuilding; another 
will issue granting protection and exemption 
from taxation. 

Same subject: Suggests that inquiry be made 
as to the reasons which led college authorities 
to have title tn land and permission to build, 
taken in the name of a Turkish subject when 
the right was conceded to them by Imperial 
Rescript and Arifi-.Boker protocol of 1874. 

Censorship of religious books : Acknowledges 
No. 76; learns with gratification that the 
Porte bas taken satisfactory action in regard 
thereto. 

Missionary troubles: at Marsovan: Directs him 
to ask good offices of British vice-consul at 
Angora at trial of the two native teachers; 
congratulates him on the ability and thorough· 
ness of his investigation reported in Nos . 78 
and 82; incloses correspondence with Ameri­
can Board of Forei&"n Missions. 

Same subject: The t1tle to land on which the 
burned building stood should, if possible, be 
granted to Board for Foreign Missions, trus­
tees of the college; incloses letter from the 
board. 

Same subject: Incloses letter from American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. 
expressing satisfaction at the settlement of 
the difficulty at Marsovan. 

Missionary i!roubles in Turkey: Incloses letter 
from Presbyterian Foreign Missionary Board, 
and refers to previous instructions on the 
general subject. 

Medical practice by women: License for, desired 
by Dr. Mary P. Eddy. Incloses letters from 
and to F. P. Powers. 

Jews: Restrictions on sale of real estate owned 
by. InclosesNos.20and2lto,andNo.49from, I 
consul at Jerusalem relative to the complaint 
made by Hyman Rose. Directs an inquiry into 
the matter, adverts to rights granted to aliens 
in regard to real property from which only I 
former Ottoman subjects are excluded. The 
United States would protest againt1t any dis­
crimination based on mere religious faith. 
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18 Mr. Gresham to Mr. Terrell . .July 7 Missionary troubles at Marso van: Asks what 641 

progrese has been made in guarantee of protec-
ti01.. to college promised in No. 82. Incloses 
l~tter from American Board of Foreign :Mis-
SlOnS. 

10 Mr. Terrell to :Mr. Gresham . .July 20 Assault on Miss Melton, inKoordistan: Reports 642 
action taken by legation and Turkish Govern-
ment. Suggests that missionaries in remote 
parts secure Yizirial letters for their protec-
tion through the legation. Incloses reports 

~~ldfer:;n~~~~~ra~:!n ~~M~~i~~~~~s a;dr~i~: 
respondence between Turkish Government 
and local authorities relative to the punish-
ment of offenders. 

11 Same to same ............... .July 20 Passport application of Edward Albert Green: 

~~:~If~ ]i:k~e:e~n~e~~de~tf!r t'h!s ~~~i~a 
649 

States, but intends to return within six years. 
Will issue a passport unless otherwise in-
structed. 

16 Same to same ............... .July 22 Immigration from Turkey of the wife of .Jacob 649 
Toprahanian, a naturalized citizen, who claims 
that the Porte could not refuse permissio11.. 
Asks under wl1at law the statement iii made. 

18 Same to same ............... .July 24 Assault on Mifls Melton, in Koordistan: Reports 649 
that a vizirialletter for the protection of A mer-
icans bas been sent to the governor of Mosul. 
Describes territory placed under this protec-
tion. 

22 Same to same ............... .July 28 Same subject: Governor of Mosul has acknowl- 650 
edged receipt 0f order to protect Americans, 
and though parties whoassaultedMissMelton 
have not Jet been found, they will soon be ar-
rested an prompt.ly punished. 

25 Mr. Adee to Mr. Terrell .... .July 28 Medical practice by women: Instructs him to 650 
authenticate the diplomas of Miss Dr. Eddy 
when presented and to secure recognition of 
the same by the authorities . 

23 Mr. Terreil to Mr. Gresham . .July 29 .Jews: Purchase and sale of land owned by, in 651 
.Jerusalem. No obstruction will be put in the 
way by the Government if the sale Is made to 
a citizen; the acquif;ition of land in .Jerusalem 
by nonresidents for speculative purposes only 
is discouraged by the Government. 

28 Mr. Adee to Mr. TerrelL ... .July 31 Missionary troubles at Marsovan: Refers to 651 
annoyances sustained by Garabed Kevorkian. 
Incloses letter of .July 24 from Mr. McLean, 
whic"h tends to show that be has only declared 
hi• intontion, =d ;, thoref"' not ontitlod W I 
protection as a citizen. Directs him to inves-
tigate, and if Kevorkian is found to be regu-
larly employed by missionary institution, good 
offices should be exerted to stop annoyances 
to the prejudice of his employers. 

Same to same (telegram) .... .July 31 As saul ton Mills Melton, in KoordiAtan: Ins true- 652 
tions to press for peremEtory orders tliat. strict 
justice be exercised a,nd ueprotectionafforded. 

26 Mr. Terrell to Mr. Gresham. Aug. 1 Same subject: Incloses letters from Mr. Me- 652 
Dowell and his to the grand vizier relative to 
a~t~ck on Miss Melton. Will call on th6 grand 
VIZier. 

29 Mr. Adee to Mr. TerrelL ... Aug. 1 Bulgaria: Protection of American interests in. 656 
Informs him that U. 8. ambassador at London 
has been instructed to request that British 

ilO Mr. Gresham to Mr. TerrelL Aug. 3 
consltl-general at Sofia look after them. 

Assault on Miss Melton, in Koordistan: Incloses 
Jetter of .July 29 from Presbyterian Board of 
Missions relative to the assault on Miss Mel-

656 

ton, and emphasizes instructions sent by cable 
.July 31. 

29 Mr. Terrell to Mr. Gresham. Aug. 5 Same subject: Gives an account of his interview 665 
with grand vizier, which was very satisfac-
tory. Missionaries have now a feeling of se-

Mr. Gresham to Mr. Terrell. 
curity at Mosul. 

33 Aug. 8

1 

Mi.,lon"y trouhl" at Ma,ovan' Inolo."· lot- 665 
ters from and to foreign Christian mission-
ary societ:lb in re~ard to G. Kevorkian, whose 
ca.se will ¥ decided, of course, according to 
his proof o citizenship. Refers to instruo-
tiona No. 28. · 
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35 Mr. Gresham to Mr. TerrelL Aug. 9 Emigration of the wife of .Jacob Toprabanian: 

Without going so far as giving passport (dis­
patch No. 39, of February, 1893) be may, when 
means of transportation are furnished, use 
*"ood offices for obtaining permission from 
Turkish Government for her departing. 

36 Same to same............... Aug. 9 Passport application of Edward Albert Green: 
According to dispat.ch No.ll, Green is a nat­
ural citizen born out of the United States, and 
the only point is his bona fides as to intention 
to return. 

37 Same to Rame. _... ••••..•••. An g. 9 Assaylt on Miss Melton in Koordistan: Com­
mendR his action. 

37 Mr. Terrell to Mr. Gresham. Aug. 18 Same subject: Turkish Government is earnest 
in its Afforts to find and punish t.be offenders. 

41 Mr. Gresham to Mr. TerrelL .dug. 19 J' ews: Right to purchase and sell real estate in 
Jerusalem. .Acknowledges dispatch No. 23. 

40 Mr. TerrelltoMr.Gresham. Aug. 21 Missionary troubles in Marsovan: Refers to 
delay in the issuance of promised irade and 
permit to build; the latter because a promise 
isexactednoHo tur!l the building into a church 
or school; the former by the fear that if issued 
now the malcontents in Asia Minor will be 
incited to further disturbances. Incloses note 
to minister for foreign affairs antl memo­
randum of interviews with 1:raml vizier ancl 

d~~~~~~ ~~r_;~lleig~~!~rL~sua~~~~~~;!~16i~~ 
October 19. 

49 Same to same ............... Aug. 30 Same subject: The local aut.horities are delay-
ing the transfer of the title to property with a 
view to defeat the issuance of ira de and permit 
to build; torture inflicted on the college cook 
to compel an incrimination of the directory in 
connection with revolutionary proceedings. 
Incloses memoranda from college authorities 
on both the above points. 

50 Rame to same ............... Aug. 31 Same subject: Assurance given by the grand 
vizier that orders would again be telegraphed. 
Expresses the opinion that college authorities 
can not be successful except by gaining tho 
confidence of the Porte. 

!l2 Same to same............... Sept. 4 Schools. American, in Turkey: Intimidation 
practiced on patrons of. He 'bas made repre­
sentations to the grand vizier and will, if 
ne.cessary, ask for an audience by the Sultan 
on the matter. "I Somo to ''""' ••••••••••••••. Sept. 141 Missionary troubles at Marsovan: The governor 
on receipt of telegraphic orders from the Porte 
sent for the missionaries and gave them 
friendly assurances. The general feeling, 
however, is still opposed to missionaries, anll 

:oC:n~~:s~~~h~t11;~l%~!: t!~t~~~[ ~r~t~:r;v~ 
Mr. Riggs. 

'60 Mr. Gresham to Mr. Terrell. Sept. 15 Same subject: Expects him to courteously, but 
firmly inBist upon the issuance of irade and 
permit to rebuild without condHions or delay, 
which Turkish Government freely promise(l. 
Remarks, that when these promises are 
evacecl or repudiated it will be time to make a 
demand as of right. 

roo Mr. Terrell to Mr. Gresham. Sept. 18 Same subject: Vizerialletter was read to Rev. 
Edward Riggs, who was introduced by him to 
the grand vizier on the 15th instant. Incloses 
substance of same as remembered by Mr. 
Riggs. 

•61 Same to same............... Sept. 19 Same subject: Hostilit.y of the vali of Sivaa to 
Americans illustrated in a letter from consul 
at Sivas to consul-general at Constantinople. 
His removal will be suggested to the Porte. 

•68 Same to same ............... Sept. 23 Assault on Miss Melton in Koordistan: A tele-
gram from Mosul announces that the trial of 
parties who assaulted Miss Melton is suffering I 
needless delay. Governor has been removed. 
:New governor, sent by grand vizier, instructed 
to punish guilty parties. 
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70 Mr. Terrell to Mr. Gresham. 8ept. 29 Naturalization treaty: Points out the necessitr 683 

for a, with Turkey. Reports growing difficu -
ties on account of naturalized Turliish sub-
jects woo only take out letters of naturaliza-
tion for the purpose of returning to and re-
mainin~ in Turkey. Quotes proviso inserted 
in Eng ish passports issued to naturalized 
subjects. 

Same to same (telegram) .... Oct. 2 Arrest of 2 naturalized citizens of the United 684 
States, natives of Turkey: One was releaseu 
at the demand of the legation, the other ex-
£elled before news of his arrest reached the 
efation. Turkey is desirous of negotiating 

a reaty of extradition. 
72 Same to same .•••••••••.•... Oct. 2 Same subject: Particulars of the cases of Metzig, 685 

at Salonica, and of Paul G. Redigbian, at Con-
stantinople, above reported, his visit at the 
Porte resulting in the reluctant release of the 
latter. Incloses report of consular agent at 
8alonica, statements of Metzig, and note to 
the Porte. 

Mr. Gresham to Mr. Terrell Oct. 4 ;Same subject: Desires fuller r~ort. Inquires 688 
(te(e~ram). for the grounds of arrest an the nature of 

the Turkish Government's claim. 
Mr. Terrell to Mr. Gresham Oct. 5 Same snl:Jject: Gives reasons for and purpose of 688 

(telegram). the arrests; Turkey claims returningnatural-
ized persons as her su~ ects. 

73 Mr. Adee to Mr. TerrelL ... Oct. 10 Missionary troubles in arsovan :Acknowledges 68 
No. 61, and comments on the attitude of the 

9 

Vali. 
Mr. Terrell to Mr. Gresham Oct. 11 Arrest of naturalized citizens of Turkish origin: 689 

(telegram). Asks whether his action in the matter is ap-
proved by the Department, and earnestly re-
quests definite instructions. 

78 Sam~ to same ..•..••....•... Oct. 11 Assault on Miss Melton in Koordistan: Incloses 689 
letters from missionaries reciting obstacles 
thrown in the way of punishment of the parties 
who assaulted Miss Melton. 

79 Same to same ............... Oct. 12 Missionary tronbles at Marsovan: Incloses let- 69 
ter from Prof. Riggs describing satisfactory 
condition of affairs. 

80 Same to same ..•.•....•..... Oct. 12 Citizenship of Garabed Kevorkian: Recognized 69 
with reluctance and after long delay by the 
Porte, on the ground that he declared inteiHion 
before the Turkish law of 1869, requiring the 
Sultan's consent. . · 

2 

81 Sarno to,..,,_-.----- ..... -.

1 

Oot. ,.

1 

Natm-.Jj,ation of y,_ .,_,.giulo, ;nt&p.-eOO' of I 69 
tbelegv,tion, who declared intention in the Dib-
trict. of Columbia in 1881, and bas served as in-
terpreter of legation since 1873: Asks if, by 
virtue of extraterritoriality, he can grant Jet-
tars of naturalization. 

88 Same to same ....•••••...... Oct. 21 Arrest and expulsion of naturalized Turkish 69 2 
subjects: Redighian, named in No. 72, has ob-
tained permission to visit the interior; the 
other one, Metzig, hasnotbeenheard from. His 

Same to same .•••..•••...... 
expulsion seems a violation of treaty ri~hts. 

90 Oct. 25 Missionary troubles at Marsovan: Irac e for 69 
college is not yet issued, notwithstandin~ note 
(inclosed) and interview reminding the orte 
of the expiration of the promised term. Delay 
due to necessity of personal action by the Suf-
tan. ]'ormal demand will not be made except 

Same to same .•••••••••..... 
under telegraphic instrnctions. 

93 Oct. 27 Assault on Miss Melton in Koordistan: Reports 69 
difficulty in securing evidence against assail-
ants of Miss Melton. Incloses 2 !etters from 

4 

Rev. E. W. McDowell. 
Mr. Gresham to Mr. Terrell Oct. 27 Expulsion of Armenians naturalized in the 69 

(telegram). United States: The right of expulsion is an 
attribute of sovereignty, and in the absence 
of a treaty the United States can not insist 
that Turkey shall respect the naturalization 
of Armenians. Best efforts should, however, 

94 Mr. Terrell to Mr. Gresham. 
be used for the relief of arrested persons. 

Oct. 28 Same subject: Acknowledges receipt of the 69 
above, and invokes Article IV of the treaty of 
1830 and instruction of November 28, 1885, un-
der which he will claim exemption from arl'est, 

9 

9 



LIST OF PAPERS. LXXVII 

No. From and to whom. 

Mr. Terrell to Mr. Gresham 
-Continued. 

TURKEY -Continued. 

Date. 

1893. 
Oct. 28 

Subject. 

except upon refusal to obey expulsion orders; 

1 !~l J-~s~ c~~:;:1~h c>tses be reported to the near-

79 Mr. Gresham to Mr. Terrell. Oct. 31 Assault on Miss Melton: It is believed that 
vizirialletter granted to missionaries, named 
in No. 78, will effectually protect the mission· 
aries against apprehended danger. 

80 Same to same ............... Oct. 31 Missionary troubles at Marsovan: Incloses an 
appreciative letter of October 26 from Ameri­
can Board of Foreign Missions. 

82 Same to same ...••••.•...... Nov. 2 Naturalization of le~ation interpreter can not 
be conferred by tne minister: His judicial 
powers do not come within the description 
determined by section 2165, Revised Statutes, 
and Mr. Gargiulo's service in the legation can 
not be construed as residence, notwithstand­
ing extraterritoriality. 

86 Mr . .A.dee to Mr. Terrell .... Nov. 8 Citizenship of G. Kevorkian: The secretary of 
the .Foreign Christian Missionary Society is 
w:.t~~~d at the result reported in Dispatch 

101 Mr. Terrell to Mr. Gresham. Nov. 8 Medical practice by women: Reports his suc<Jess 
in obtaining permission for Miss Eddy to ap­
pear before examining board, and his hope 
that order prohibitincr will be rescinded. 

Same to same (telegram).... Nov. l 5 Expulsion of naturalize'a citizens, of Turkish ori-

~~~ ~~~~~ ~Ii~~;Ii:~a~r~~~::~h~j8~tt~~s0 
consent since 1869, and will not impl"ison them. 

Mr. Gresham to Mr Terrell Nov. 18 Same subject: While recognizing the righ~ of 
(telegram). the Porte to expel Armenians, naturalized 

citizens of the United States, and incidentally 
to make arrests for that purpose, the legation 
will protest against their punishment as crim­
inals and against protracted imprisonment for 
any reason. 

107 Mr. Terrell toMr. Gresham. Nov. 18 Same subject: Reportshisinterviewswithmin· 
ister for foreign affairs and grand vizier, and 
incloses memorandum of conversations from 
which resulted the arrangement reported in 
telegram of November 15. 

92 Mr. Uhl to Mr. Terrell ..... Nov. 21 Medical practice by women: Direct.s him to 
express the appreciation of Department at the 
favorable action taken in the case of Dr. Miss 

93 Mr. Gresham to Mr. Terrell. Nov. 23 I .A.~~~ft on Miss Melton: Lack of evidenc-e 
against Miss Melton's assailants and other 
drcumstances reported in Dispatch No. 93 
do not absolve Turkish Government from the 
duty of ferreting them out and punishing 
tl1em when found. 

Mr. Terrell to Mr. Gresham Nov. 25 Expulsion of Turkish subjects naturalized in 
(telegram). the United States. His verbal agreement with 

the Sublime Porte, t.hat no native of Turkey, a 
naturalized citizen of the United States, should 
be imprisoned unless he refused to leave the 
country, is disapproved by the Sultan. 

114 Same to same .....••.••••••. Nov. 27 Same sub,ject: Refusal of the Sultan to approve 
verbal arrangement under which naturalized 
AT!lericans could be expelled, but without ar­
rest, except for refusa to leave the country, 
not likely to be overcome except by demand 
of indemnity. Inclo!.'es note pressing for a 
definite arrangement. 

101 Mr. Uhl to Mr. TerrelL ..... Dec. 7 Same subject: 'l'he rifcrht of expulsion is recog· 
nized by the Unite( States as inherent to sov­
ereignty, especially when it is based on other 
reasons than the mere fact of American cit­
izenship and applied without discrimination. 
The Turkish minister has informed the De· 
partment that it was authorized by Ottoman 
law, aml that negotiations were on foot for a 
de:fiJJite understanding. United States will 
always intervene to protect rights to which 
citizens are entit.led. 

103 Same to same .•..••••••.•••. Dec. 121 Medical practice by women: Incloses letter of 
thanks of December 7 from Presbyterian 
Board of :Foreign Missions for his successful 
exertions in the case of Miss Eddy. 
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1893. 
Mr. Gresham to Mr. TerrelL Dec. 22 Expulsion of naturalized Turkish subjects: 

The promise of the Porte not to imprison nat-
uralized Americans, except to insure their 
leaving the country, does not rest on the ver-
bal promise received by him only, but on ex-
plicit declarations given in writing by Turk-
ish minister here. Incloses notes from and 
to Turkish legation of November 22 and 28. 

CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE LEGATION OF TURKEY IN WASHINGTON. 

1893 
M avroycni Bey to Mr. Aug. 20 

Gresham. 

Mr. Gresham to Mavroyeni Aug. 24 
Bey. 

Mavro:veni Bey to Mr. Aug. 28 
Gresham. 

Mr. Gresham to Ma~ro.re11i Sept. 2 
Bey. 

Mavroveni Bey to Mr. Oct. 26 
Gres.ham. 

Mr. Gresham to Mavroyeni Nov. 2 
Bey. 

Mavroyeni Bey to Mr. Nov. 22 
Gresham. 

Mr. Uhl to MavroyeniBey . Nov. 28 

Expulsion of Armenians naturalized in the 
United States; Calls attention to the fact that 
the greater number contemplate returning to 
Turkey, there to engage in seditious acts, and 
states that the Turkish Government would 
in such cases be constrained to refuse them 
admission into the Empire, even when they are 
furnished with United States passports. 

Same subject: The naturalization laws of the 
United States are uniform in operation and 
could not be withheld from a large class of 
Turkish subjects, nor could the Government of 
the United States admit that this class of citi­
zens should be debarred from Turkey because 
of the alleged wrongdoings of some of them. 

Same subject: Insists upon the right of Turkey 
to protect herself against individuals who 
secure foreign protection for seditious pur­
poses. 

Same subject: The explanations offered in the 
above note will be borne in mind if occasion 
should arise to discuss a specific case. 

Armenian revolutionary artieles published by 
the Haik, of New York: Incloses same, in 
support of statements made by the legation in 
regard to naturalized Armenians. 

Same subject: The two numbers of the "Haik" 
in note of October 26 will suffice for the 
Department';; information. 

Expulsion of Turkish subjects naturalized in 
the United States: The arrest was provi­
sional, and made un·der the nationality law of 
Turkey; negotiations to determine the status 
of such persons are now on foot. 

Same subjf'ct: The above note affords the grati­
fying conclusion that, while Turkey insists 
under her laws on her sovereign right to expel, 
she will not inflict any punishment which 
might be open to serious contention. 

VENEZUELA. 

1893. 
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375 Mr. Bartleruan to Mr. Foster Jan. 6 Differential duties imposed on merchandise 717 
tranEshipped at Curaqao: Incloses decree 
establishing 30 per cent additional duty. 

5 Mr. Foster to Mr. Partridge. Feb. 8 Same subject: Referring to similar case related 718 
in Foreign Relations of 1882 and1883, instructs 
him to make similar representations. 

4 Mr. Partridge to Mr. Mar. 8 Same subject: Discusses the decree referred to 718 
Gresham. in No. 375, and s bows how it solely affects the 

American Red D Steamship Line. Tbe com­
pany's agents, howeverihave arranged a direct 
line and do not wish egation to intervene; 
action is deferred in consequence. 

6 Same to same.-·- .•••••.. _ .. Mar. 10 Cable between the United States and Venezuela; 720 
transmits contract with Alfredo ]'romentin 
and additional clause providing for reimburse-
ment by Vene~uela; says this indicates ulti-
mate ownersh1p by the Govemment and sug-
gests the necessity of special provision to ex-
clude monopoly before permission is granted 
to land in the United States; contractor is be-
lieved to be unable to carry out his contract 
for lack of fuuds or command of capital. 
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21 Mr. Gresham to Mr. Par- Mar. 23 

tl"idge. 

23 Mr. Partridge to Mr. .Apr. 11 
Gresham. 

36 Same to same ............... . May 11 

40 Same to same ...........••.. May 25 

46 Same to same ............•.. June 6 

52 1 Sam• to •=•·.............. Juno 23 

55 Sameto same ............... July 1 

58 Same to same ............... July 10 

69 Same to same ............... July 12 

64 Same to same ............... July 22 

66 Same to same ............... July 25 

48 Mr. Adee to Mr. Partridge. July 26 

50 Same to same ............... Aug. 1 

57 Mr. Gresham to Mr. Part- Aug. 24 
ridge. 

93 Mr. Partridge to Mr. Oct. 10 
Gresham. 

97 Same to same ............... Oct. 18 

109 Same to same .•.•••••••.••.. Dec. 27 

Subject. 

Differential duties agai:O:st tranr:.shipments at 
·cura<;ao; Department will await further de­
velopments in view of dispatch No.4 . . 

Asylum of passengers on American vessels. 
Refers to the case of Ateamer Philadelphia 
and incloses decree of Supreme Court impos­
ing a fine on judge at La Guayra for irregn­
laiity of procedure, and ordering a new trial; 
further proceedings stopped by a decree of 
pardon issued by the executive. 

Relations between Venezuela and the•United 
States: Transmits message of chief of exec\1-
tive power and report c'f' minister for foreign af­
fairs, and inclo'ses translations of parts relating 
to. 

Differential duties on merchandise tran­
shipped at Cura9ao. Decree annulling that 
by which they were established inclosed. 

Asylum of passengers on American vessels: 
Incloses decree of court dismissing case 
against Philadelphia in accordance with 
executive pardon reported in No. 23. 

Constituent Assembly l1as adopt~d new con­
stitution: Approved acts of General Crespo 
and maintains him at the head of executive 
power. IncloRes acts. 

Same subject: Adjourr.ed June J4. Gives a list 
of acts passed, and incloses general amnesty 
law. 

Orinoco River closed to foreign trade except the 
Boca Grande. Incloses a decree ordering the, 
and adverts to assurances given in December 
that the navigation of the river was open to 
all vessels. 

Constitution of Venezuela: Discusses its pro­
visions with special reference to clauses em­
bodying declarations of Pan-American Con­
ference as to claims and diplomatic interven­
tion, and precluding treaties with nations not 
recognizing the same; minister for foreign 
affairs, however, explained that this would not 
apply to the extradition treaty or other than 
general treaty as to rights of aliens. 

Faeilities accorded to mail steamers carrying 
French postal agents; incloses decree; agents 
of Red D line have been promised that the 
same facilities will be extended to all mail 
steamers .• 

Same subject: Incloses decree extending facili­
ties to Red D line, thus removin~ discrimina­
tion referred to in No. 64. 

Constitution of Venezuela: Discusses the clauses J 

relative to nationality and contractual claims, 
and approves his views thereon, as expressed 
in No. 59. 

Orinoco River closed to foreign trade, except 
Boca Grande; incloses letter of complaint 
from J. H. Dialogue & Son, of July 2!J, and 
directs proper action. ' 

Ships papers: Requirement of the Venezuelan 
law that they be all deposited at the custom­
house; incloses extract of No. 137 of Aug. 10. 
1893,from the U.S. consul at La Gt1ayra; refers 
him to previous instructions, hoping that, as 
expected, a more favorable disposition will be 
evidenced. 

Same subject: Reports that the requirement of 
law, that they be all deposited at custom­
house, can only be changed by action of Con­
gress; Government of Venezuela favorably 
disposed towar<l the change. 

Orinoco River: Refers to Nos. 74 and 77: in· 
closes letter from E. Lee, owner of a steamer 
plying in its waters, and note to forei~n office, 
calling attention to the injury suffereu by him 

b~ta~~~ut~\b;e~h~ ~~:;~fs~f all of the mouths 
Same subject: ~'tvig·ation of all the mouths 

will -probably be. reopened shortly by repeal 
of the dec1·ee whwh closed them. 
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AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 

JJfr. Grant to JJfr. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Vienna, April11, 1893. (Received April 29, 1893.) 

SIR: I have the honor to forward herewith, for your information, 
the correspondence which has recently passed between this legation 
and the imperial and royal ministry of foreign affairs of Austria­
Hungary upon the case of Edward Drucker, a naturalized citizen of 
the United States. · 

Drucker, upon his return to his native land, was arrested for non­
fulfillment of his military duties, but through the intercession of this 
1egation bas been released. 

I have, etc. 
FREDERICK D. GRANT. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 351.) 

M1'. Grant to Count 1Velsersheimb. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Vienna, December 27, 1892. 

YouR EXClf.LLJr,NcY: This morning a man giving his name as Carl Drucker, of 
Strakonitz, Bohemia, called at this legation and stated to me that his son, Edward 
Drucker, had been arrested on Saturday a week ago, and confined in jail since that 
time, under the charge of not having reported himself for military duty. The father 
states that his son is an American citizen, and produced a certificate of naturaliza­
tion for Edward DnlCker, issued by the court of common pleas of New York, on the 
21st of April, 1891. The father stated, also, that his son had emigrated to the United 
States in 1884, when he was 16 years old, that he had a passport from the imperial 
and royal authorities by which he was authorized to leave the Empire, and that he 
had returned to Bohemia, to his family, because of his own illness, which illness was 
a mental disorder. 

As the case of Drucker seems to be, from what information I have upon the subject, 
a violation of the articles of the treaty of 1870, and as it appears to be of so seriou8" 
a nature as to demand prompt action, I place his father's statement before your 
excellency and respectfully request that your excellency will have the case inves­
tigated and such action taKen as will cause the release of Drucker at as early an 
hour as possible. 

The father stated that his son, Edward Drucker, was taken before the district 
court at Pisek, Bohemia, to-day. 

I avail myself, etc., · ' 

fR-1 
fn:~m~~lC~ P~ GRANT, 

1 
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[Inclosure 2 in No. 351.-'.rramslation.) • 
Count Welsersheimb to Mr. Gmnt. 

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFF AIRS1 
Jlienna, December 31, 1892. 

SIR: As a temporary reply to the esteemed note of the 27th of December, No. 155, 
relative to the arrest at Strakonitz of Edward Drucker, a naturalized citizen of the 
United States, on account of alleged noncompliance with the provisions of the 
military laws, the imperial and royal ministry of foreign affairs has the honor of 
informing the honorable envoy of the United States that the competent authorities 
have been directed to institute at once the necessary inquiries concerning this case, 
and to take, without delay, such measures as may ue deemed proper to adopt, in 
view of his confinement. · 

While the undersigned reserves to himself the privilege of communicating the 
result of the steps undertaken, as soon as the same has become known, he avails him-
self, etc., · 

'VELSERSHEil\IB1 

Fo1· the Ministe1· of Fo1·eign Affai1·s. 

[Inclosure 3 in No. 351.-Translation.] 

Cottnt Welsersheimb to M1·. Grant. 

MINISTRY OF FORlUGN AFFAIRS, 
"Vienna, .Tmt1ta1'Y 10, 1893. 

SIR: In purst1ance of the note of December 31last, relative to the recent arrest of 
Edward Drucker, a naturalized citizen of the Uuited States, on acconnt of alleged 
noncompliance with the provisions of the militar.\T laws, the imperial and royal 
ministry of foreign affairs has the honor of informing the honorable envoy of the 
United States that inquiries made by the imperial royal ministry of justice brought 
to light the following facts: 

On the grouml of information given by the district captain of Strakonitz~ from 
which it appears that Edward Drucker, born at Strakonitz on June 14, 1869, emi­
grated to America eight years ago without auy permit, thereby avoiding to render 
his military duty, the district court at Strakonitz took steps, according to para­
graph 45 of the law of April 11, 1889, to commence proceedings against the above 
named, and, after a he.aring, on December 17 he was placed in temporary arrest, 
according to paragraph 175, acl2, ancl178, S. P. 0. 

From the acts submitted to the State attorney at Pisek, and from stRtements 
made by Ed ward Drucker himself, it appeared that he was in Amcriea from Augnst 
26, 1884, to February 10, 1886; that he returned to his native land in March, 1886, 
and left again, without any permit, on March 26, 1887, remaining in America until 
August 21, 1892, when he returned to StrakonHz in September, 1~92. 

That Drucker had been naturalized in America was mentioned neither by him nor 
by his father, Carl Drucker; nor did subsequent interrogatories divulge the fact 
that he had acquired United States citizenship and that the provisions of the treaty 
of September 20, 1870, would apply to him, the more so as the dates as to his stay 
in America were furnished by him and were lacking authenticity. 

Therefore Edward Drucker, on December 19 last, was remanded, according to 
paragraph 45 of the law of April 11, 1889, No. 41, conducted to the district court 
at Pisek, and sent to prison, which sentence was approved by the presiding judge 
of the district court at Pisek. 

It was not until the 30th of last month that the defending attorney of Edward 
Drucker, Dr. Leopold Block, alluded to the American citizenship of the prisoner and 
motioned that the United States legation at Vienna Rhoulcl be placed in possession 
of Drucker's documents. To this end the State attorney at Pisek adjourned the 
proceedings and Drucker was permitted, by order elated December 30, and on giving 
security, to leave the arrest. 

While the undersigned reserves to himself the privilege of making further commu­
nications in the future respecting the proceedings instituted against Edward Drucker 
and the results obtained from the imperial royal ministry of justice, he avails him­
self, etc., 

• WELSERSHEIMB1 

For the Minister of Foreign .A.ffaira. 
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[Inclosure 4 in No. 351.-Translation.] 

Cotmt Welsershei1nb to M1·. G-rant. 

MINISTRY OF FomnGN AFFAIRs, 
Vienna, January 20, 1893. 

3 

Sir: In pursuance of the note of the lOth instant, relative to the recent detention 
of Edward Drucker, a naturalized citizen of the United States, for noncompliance 
with the military laws, the ministry of foreign affairs has the honor of transmit­
ting herewith to the honorable emroy of the United States the acts received from 
the m.inister of justice, containing the report made by the attorney of State at 
Prague, corroborating in substance what had already been said in the above-men­
tioned note. 

From this report it appears, to full evidence, that our authorities have proceedecl 
in this case with perfect correctness and that Edward Drucker, even in case he 
turns out to be a naturalized citizen of itte United States, which fact remains to 
be proven, must ascribe the consequences to his own neglect of having returned 
to his former home without :first having advised the authorities of his change of cit­
izenship and requested the canceling of his name from 'the conscription list; even 
going so far as to pass over in perfect silence the fact of his change of citizenship, 
when summoned before court, nor producing any legal proof of such fact until his 
lawyer suggested it at the trial and asserted that a naturalization document existed 
of the year 1892, which involves a contradiction, as the esteemed note of the honor­
able envoy, dated December 27 last, gives the year as being 1891. 

In order to be able to bring the matter to a definite con elusion, it will lle necessary 
to adduce authenticated evidence of Edward Drucker's naturalization in the United 
States, and the ministry of foreign affairs therefore requests, in behalf of the min­
istry of justice, to make known, when returning the inclosed acts, whether 
Edward Drucker bas· applied to the United States legation for a certificate testify­
ing as to the fact of bio American citizenship. 

The undersigneu avails, etc., 
\VI~LSERSHEIMB, 

Fo1· tlte Mi11istry of J!'oreign .Affai1·s. 

[Inclosure 1 in inclosure 4 in No. 351.-Translation.] 

The imperial and royal 'ntinister of justice to M1·. Grant. 

In compliance with instructions of January 3, 1893, the unrlersigned incloses here­
with copy of a note from the imperial and royal ministry of foreign affairs·, a 
report of the State attorney at Pisek, and proceedings of court against Edward 
Drucker, for noncompliance with the mHitary law of Aprilll, 1889. 

REPORT. 

The state attorney at Strakonitz bas lodged complaint, on December 17 last, at 
the district court in Strakonitz, against Edward Drucker, born in 1869, for non­
compliance with the military laws, stating that he left for America eight years ago, 
without permit, avoiding to render any military duty; that he returned to Strakon­
itz without reporting to the authorities that his name was to be struck from the 
enlistment rolls. 'fhe district conrt commenced proceedings against Drucker, anu 
suspecting him of intention to abscond he was temporarily put in jail. 

The state attorney at Pisek, on December 19, 1892, instituted proceedings against 
Drucker and ordered him to be put in jail. · ·· 

Neither at his :first examination nor when be was informed of his pending arrest 
did be claim to be an American citizen, and it was not until December 30, when the 
trial took place, that the court received knowledge of that fact by his assertion that 
he had been uninterruptedly in America from April4, 1887, to August 21, 1892, and 
that on the last-named clay he had acquired American citizenship. 

Dr. Bloch, his attorney, offering to adduce proof, the state attorney at Pisek 
adjourned proceedings in order that the truth of the statement regarding citizen­
l'lhip might be ascertained, and he w:;ts discharged from jail on the same day on 
pledging his word of honor. Whether the U. S. legation at Vienna was applied to 
for producing proof or not can be learned neither from the acts of the state attorney 
nor those of the court at Strakonitz. 

The unde1·signed attorney of state is therefore of opinion that Drucker gives suf­
ficient ground~ fo:r a,ction, and that his being :remanded is on legal grounds1 the 
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more so, as he failed to state at the time of his arrest and first examination that he 
had been naturalized, and that his case came under the provisions of the treaty of 
September 20, 1870. · 

The undersigned, state attorney, therefore proposes that in ease your excellency 
makes no other dispositions, and in view of Drucker's discharge from jail, to direct 
the state attorney at Pisek to withdraw tbe charges, after receipt of information 
from the U. S. legation at Vienna corroborating Drucker's statements, or, in case of 
the contrary, to plead for resumption of proceedings. 

PRAGUE, Janum·y 9, 1892. 

[Inclosure 2 in inclosure No.4 in No. 351.-Translation.] 

To the State Att01·ney: 
In compliance with instructions of January 5, I beg to return herewith the acts 

in the case of Edward Drucker, chargeu with violation of the military laws. 
Information given by the district captain at Strakonitz on December 17, 1892, 

showed that Edward Drucker, born June 14, 1869, at. Strakonitz, left for America, 
without permit, eight years ago, having rendered no military duty, and the district 
court at Strakonitz, having examined Drucker's case of violation of the law of April 
11, 1889, remanded him to jail on December 17, 1892. 

Investigations made have shown that after Drucker had been in America from 
August 26, 1884, until February 10, 1886, he returned to his home in March, 1886, and 
left again, without permit, on March 26, 1887, for America, where he remained until 
August 21, 1892, and arrived in Strakonitz September, 1892. 

That he had acquired American citizenship was mentioned neither by him nor by 
his father, who is also COlll]Jlicated iu the case, nor have subsequent investigations 
brought to light any circumstances showing him to have been naturalized and that 
the treaty of September 20, 1870, was applicable to his case, the more so, as all the 
data relating to his stay in America were obtained solely from his own statements 
and were left without proof. 

Drucker was therefore remanded to jail on December 19, 1892. At the main trial 
on December 30, 1892, the defending attorney, Dr. Bloch, referred to Drucker's 
American citizenship and pleaded that recquisition be made to the U. S. legation at 
Vienna for documentary evidence. The prosecution thereupon adjourned, and 
Edward Drucker was dischar~ed from jail on December 30, 1892, on pledging his 
word of honor. 

The instruction telegraphed by the ministry of justice to the state atto~.u~y on 
January 3, 1893, to make a report, was complied with and must have come to hand 
on January 4. 

Drucker's discharge from jail has broken off the point from the conflict regarding 
violation of the provisions of t.he treaty of September 20, 1870, and the state attor­
ney, after having received the above-mentioned telegraphic order from the ministry 
of justice, ha~ been loft without further instructions, and now respectfully asks what 
fnrther steps shall be taken. 

PESEK, Janua1·y 3, 1893. 

[Inclosure 5 in No. 351.) 

Mr. Grant to Ca'!mi Welsersheimb. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Vienna, Jan1ta1'Y 30,1893. 

YouR ExcELLENCY: Ac1mowledging the receipt of your excellency's esteemed 
favor of January 20, in wl1ich is discussed the case of Edward Drucker, a natural­
ized citizen of the United States, who is under trial at Strakonitz, Bohemia, for 
alleged violation of the military laws of the I. and R. monarchy of Austria-Hun­
gary, I hasten to reply to the inquiries contained therein. Upon December 27, 1892, 
two men, giving their names as Carl Drucker and Samuel Drucker, and claiming to 
be the father and uncle of Edward Drucker, called at this· legation and made the 
following statement, viz, that Edward Drucker was born at ~trakonitz, Bohemia, 
during 1868, and emigrated to the United States during the autumn of 1884; that he 
resided one and a half years in the United States, ·when he retnrned to his home in 
Bohemia, whence, after a visit of a few weeks, he went back again to the United 
States, where he resided uninterruptedly until 1892, some of that time in Chicago 
and the rest of the time in New York City; that he was naturalized a citizen of the 
United States before the court of common pleas at New York on the 21st of April, 
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1891; that he is domiciled in the United States, his permanent resjdence being in 
New York City, where he follows the occupation of shirt-ma.ker; that he is now 
temporarily residing with his family at Strakonitz and suffering from a mental dis­
ease; that he intends to return to the United States with the purpose of pHform­
ing the duties of citizenship therein as soon as his health will permit; that at pres­
ent he is "non compos mentis." 

In connection with this case I can say that I have seen Edward Drucker's certifi­
cate of naturalization, but can not now speak positively as to jts date. I do not 
now remember that Carl and Samuel Drucker applied to me for a certificate testifying 
to the American citizenship of Edward Drucker, out inasmuch as tbe above-men­
tioned men had in their possession the naturalization certificate of Edward Drucker, 
issued by a competent law court in the United States of America, and under the 
seal of said court, it would seem that a similar certificate issued by this legation 
would lJe superfluous. 

I will avail myself of the earliest possible occasion to rctnrn to your excellency 
the inclosures contained in your esteemed favor of January 20, and in the meantime I 
beg that your exceLency will accept, etc., 

FREDERICK D. GRANT. 

[Inclosure No. 6 in No. 351. - Translation.] 

Count Welsersheimb to Afr. Gmnt. 

MINISTRY OF FornnGN AFFAIRs, 
Vienna, .April 7, 1893. 

Sm: Referring to the esteemed favor of Jan nary 30, No. 160, and in pursuance of 
the note of January 20, 1893, the imperial and royal ministry of foreign affairs 
has the honor of informing the honorable envoy of the United States that the 
state attorney at Pisek has withdrawn, on March 18last, his charge against Edward 
Drucker for violation of paragraph 45 of the law of April 11, 1889, No. 41, after it 
bas been shown l>y the naturalization certificate of Edward Drucker that he has 
acquired American citizenship in due form. 

'l'he undersigned avails, etc., 

No. 353.] 

WELSERSHEil\IB1 

For the Minister of Foreign .Affct'i1'8. 

Mr. Grant to JJfr. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED S'I'ATES, 
Vienna., April19, 1893. (Heceived May 5, 1893.) 

SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith the inclosed correspond­
ence relative to the arrest, confinement in jail, and final release of 
Charles Mercy, alias Saul Moerser, a naturalized citizen of the United 
States' of Galician birth. 

It would seem proper to give, in connection with the inclosed copies 
of correspondence, a statement w hicb Charles Mercy made at this 
legation upon March 15, which was as follows: "I was born at Krakau 
in 1858, and emigrated to the United States with my parent~ in 1860, 
where we remained seven years and then returned to Krakau. I lived 
in Krakau until I became 16 years old, and then I returned to tbe 
United States, where I have lived until the 31st of last January, when 
I came to Europe to visit my family at Krakau. I was naturalized a 
citizen of the United States during November, 1884, at Newark, N.J., 
in which place I have a factory for making hats. My certificate -of 
naturalization was taken from me, with other papers, by the police 
authorities when they arrested me at Krakan on the 24th of last month. 

"I was in the railroad station at Krakau, about to purchase my ticket 
for my return to America. I was arrested and taken to the criminal 
jail, where 1 was searched and all my papers, rn011ey, etc., were taken 
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from me. ·I was confined in jail until March 4, 1893, when I was 
released upon a bail of 1,000 florins, which I supplied. I am now 
de~irous of returning home to America, where my business demands my 
personal attention, and a delayed absence would cause me to sustain 
a loss which would be much greater than the amount of the 1,000 guldens 
that I have already paid out as bail. I now come to you as the repre­
sentative of the United States Government to know what I shall do." 

I said to Mr. Mercy that, if he withdrew from this country before his 
trial, such action would be recognized technically as an acknowledg­
mentof his guilt, and that he would not only forfeit his bail by such action 
but would be liable to rearrest if he ever returned to this country. Mr. 
:Mercy said that he did not ·intend to return to .Austria again, but that 
he feared he might be arrested on his way to America now. I replied 
that I thought there would be no danger of his arrest after he had once 
passed the Austrian frmttier. 

After a short conversation Mr. Mercy left me, and I presumed from 
his manner and what be said that he intended to abandon his bail and 
return to America, where I presume he now is. 

I have, etc., 
FREDERICK D. GRANT. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 353.-Telegram.-Translation.] 

KRAKAU. 

My son, Charles Mercy, an American citizen, who has been living in America for 
thirty years and fought in the Mexican war, came to Krakau to pay me a visit, and 
yesterday, when on the point of leaving, be was arrested at the railway depot by 
the police, who took from him 5,000 florins and put him into jail. Requesting your 
pr_otection, I ask what shall I do. 

E. }<"'~. MOERSER. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 353.] 

Mt·. Grant to Mr. Moerser. 

LEGATION OF TFTE UNITED STATES, 
Vienna, Febt·um·y 28, 1893; 

Sm: Upon receipt of your telegram yesterday I called at the foreign office and 
placed what little information I bad concerning your son's case in the hands of 
Count W elsersheimb, second chief of section. Count W elserheimb assured me that 
immediate steps would be taken to investigate the matter. While this investiga­
tion is going on it would be well for you to let me know all the particulars of your 
son's arrest and, if possible, forward to me his passport and his naturalization 
paper. Was your son arrested for non-fulfillment of military service or for some­
thing else f Please answer as soon as convenient. 

Very, etc., 
FREDERICK D. GRANT. 

(Inclosure 3 in No. 353- Telegram-Translation.] 

.M1·. Jltfoerser to MT. Grant . . 
KRAKAU. 

Papers proving identity and money taken from my son by the police. He also 
arrested. Request speedy help. Papers to be demanded by telegraph. Answer paill. 

MOERSER. 
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[Inclosure 4 in No. 353.-Translation.) 

Count Welsel'sheimb to M1·. G1·ant. 

MINISTRY Oll' FOREIGN AI<'FAIRS, 
Vienn{t, Mm·ch 1,1893. 

7 

Sm: In ·conformity with the desire expressefl by the honorable envoy of the 
United States, the imperi:~-1 and royal ministry of fOl'eign affairs has not failed to make 
inquiry by telegraph to learn the reasons leading to the arrest of Charles Moerser, 
alleged to be a naturalized citizen of the United States, by the police at Kmkau. 

A telegraphic report sent by the director of the Krakau police shows tha.t his real 
n::.une is Saul Moerser, that he went to the Uniteu States fifteen years ngo without 
having reported for militnry duty, ::tllll now retnmed to his home providetl with a 
certificate purporting to be an identifica,tion for a certain Charles Mercy. Before 
be went to America he committed a framlltcre, ::tnd on his retnrn he was nrrested 
for this, as well as for his bnving evaded military llnty. The money, effects, ancl 
papers which he had with him were scizetl a.nd han dell over to the criminal court at 
Krakan. The state attomey at Rrakau has already renwnded Mocrser to prison for 
violation of paragraph 183 criminal law, and paragraph 45 military Ia.w. 

Under these circumstances the law mnst be left to take its course, even if his 
Amenca.n citizenship should be fully 1)roven, becanse, a.ccorfling to the provisions of 
the treaty of September 20, 1870, be is liable to punishment for hnving committed a 
crime before he emigrated. 

Shonld Moerser's Ameriean citizenship he fully estn.blished further prosecution on 
account of violation of para.graph 45 of the military law wonld be set aside. 

While the nndersigue<l has the honor of conveying the foregoing to the knowleuge 
of the honorable envoy of the United States, and transmits at the same time the 
papers referring to the case, he begs to avail, etc., 

., WELSEUSHEIMB. 
For the Ministm· of Fol'eign .Ajfai1·s. 

[Inclosure 5 in No. 353.) 

M1'. G1·ant to M1·. Moel'ser. 

LEGATION OF TilE UNITED STATES, 
Vienna, Mm·ch 3, 1893. 

SIR: Referring to the telegrams which have passed between us, treating of the 
subject of your son's nrrest, I hasten to send you au extract taken from a note which 
I have just received from the imperial and and royal ministry of foreign affairs: 

"A telegraphic report sent by the director of the Krakau police shows that his 
real name is Saul Moerser, that he went to the United States fifteen years ago with­
out having reported for military duty, nnd nowretnrncd to his home provided with 

. a certificate purporting to be an identification for a certain Charles Mercy. Before 
he went to America. he committed a fraud here, and on his return he was arrested 
for this, as well as for his having evaded milita.ry duty." 

If you will commnnica.te to me any data which you may have, and upon which I 
can base a defense of your son, it will give me pleasure to do all I can possibly do to 
secure his release. 

I a~, etc., 
FREDEIUCK D. GlUNT. 

[Inclosure 6 in No. 353). 

Mr. Mercy to Mr. Gmnx. 

KnAKAU, Mal'ch 7,1893. 
SIR: In reply to yours of March 3, I beg to give the following statement: 
:My parents returned in 1858 from England whe1·e they had lived for some years, 

and it can not be ascertained whether I was born in England or Krakau, as there is 
no record of my birth in either place; my father went to the United States in 1859, 
and mother with seven children, myself inclnded, left Kral!:an in the year 1860 for 
America. I rema.ined there until1867, when my pareBts came back, myself included, 
to Krakau. I went to school here for a few yea.rs, I then went to the employ of 
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Mr. Saul Liebeskind, my brother-in-law, and remained with him about 10 months; 
from there I went with Mr. L. Eisenburg, also of this city, and entered into his 
office as'' praktikant" iu his agency business and remained with him about six 
mouths. All of my brothers aud sisters, with exception of Mrs. Liebeskind, were in 
the United States. I had a desire to go to them. I spoke of my desire to father, of 
whith he did not ap1nove and refused me the uecessary money for traveling expen­
ses. I then iuformed my employer, Mr. Eiseuburg, of the matter; he having a 
liking for me gave me the chance to get necessary money to go with, an amouut of 
500 ma.rks. I then left unknown to my parents, at au age of about 16 years. I 
arrived in New York, from where I went to Newark, N. J., the old homestead of my 
parents, where my brothers and sisters were living and in business, m::mufacturi11g 
hats. After a short stay I went to work for my oldest brother, Mayer Mercy, as au 
apprentice. I stayed there until Pel>rnary, 1881. In the same year and mouth I 
enlisted in the U. S. Army and was seut to David's Island, New York haruor, for 

·recruiting. I remained there until the end of May, in Company D, under Capt. Mc­
Gowen. As before said, in May I was orclereu out to Company H, Thirteenth Infantry, 
Capt. De Corsey aud Gen. Bradley in command of the Fourth Brigade, New Mexico. 
Was also iu battles with Nerakow and Apache Indians at Port Apache, Arizona, under 
commander of department, General McKinsey. I finally got· my ·discharge and 
went to Newark, N.J., at my tmcle as a hat-finisher. In 1886 ImarriedanAmerican 
lady aucl have now three children. l\fy family is now at my home in America. In 
1887 I started in business nuder the firm name of Kohu & Mercy. In 1888 we 
dissolved partnership l>y Mr. Kohn paying me out. I then started a factory for 
manufacturing hats in the same city nuder the name of Charles Mercy, and am 
still in tho same branch, where I employ about 150 men and women. I have also 
some real estate the1·e. 

After an absence of over sixteen years I longed to see my parents, as they also cele· 
bratecl their fiftieth anniversary and golden 'veduing this year, and as my dull season 
comes in after January, I sailed from New York on the steamer Alle1·, of the North 
German Lloyd, on the 31st of Jan'b.ary, and came to Krakau on the 16th ofFebrnnry. 
I uronght with me about $3,000 in order to start my brother-in-law an agency here 

· to ship me rabbit and hare skins, which I use in my business for making bats. 
After I arrived I found out that my sister and her children were being badly treated 
by ller husband, Mr,. S. Liebeskind. I then decided not to start him as my agent, 
and spoke to him auout it and told him all I would do for him wonld be to take my 
sister and her chiluren with me to America; the children are both girls, 18 and 16 
years of age, respectively; they uoth understand dress-making, and that I would 
start them a place of that kind in America. He cousentecl to this, and we were to 
leave for my home in America on Friday, ·February 24. I had my luggage at the 
Krakau depot, as we were to leave on that day at 9:25a.m. When I was getting my 
ticket my brother-in-law came to me and said he wanted to see me before I bought 
my ticket. I then asked what was wanted, and in reply he demanded 200 florins, 
which I refused to give him, upon which l1e called a lloliceman in Polish, which I 
<1o not UIH1erstand. However, I was taken to the police inspector's office; my 
brother-in-law followed me, and was making charges against me in Polish, which I 
did not understand. 'l'he inspector asked me for my papers. I handed him my cit­
izen paper, which was made out in my name ancl given iu Newark, N.J., in 1887, 
when Liebeskind said that my name was also Saul Moerser. My given name was 
always Charles, and I as well as my brothers are known in America by the name 
Mercy. Tho police here can not find the name of Charles Mercy, Saul Moerser, nor 
Cltarlcs .Moerser. 

I was next asked for my money and jewelry, a11d was sent off to tl1e police station 
a}l(l put in a dirty, :filthy room with a lot of Poles, and was kept there three clays 
without understanding what I was kept for. My bed consisted of a hard bench 
"\Yi tlwut pillow, cover, or anything; also, they would not allow me to get food for 
tL.e money they had taken from me and was compelled to live on black bread and 
one pint of must 'per clay. On the third day I was asked a few questions concern­
ill~ 111:, self in German, and this was written down in Polish, which I could not 1·ead. 
S11nday, about 12 a. m., I was sent in cl1arge of a policeman to a place called 
1\ riminal, whe1·e I remained until Saturday, March 4, on the same food. On 
\\ ctlnesday, March 1, I was called before the judge (Senja) and was informed what 
1 was accused of in German. I declared my innocence to both charges. I also 
insisted for them to send for Mr. Eisen burg. 

I arn inclosing a COllY of Mr. Eisen burg's statement as made to the judge (Senja). 
I also made a full statement in German, of which this is a copy, and also protested 
against my arrest and confinement, and with the help of my counsel here, Prof. 
Dr. Rosenblatt, was set at liberty under 1,000 florins bail; the ualance of my money, 
jewelry, clothes, a.nd baggage, also my American citizen papers, they refused to 
1·etnrn to me. I also asked for a privilege to go to Vienna, as I intended to call on 
you personally on Ma1·ch 5, but have not gotten it as yet. I have urgent and • 
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important business at home which requires my personal attention, and would have 
been home on the 8th or 9th of March; now this may be of serious loss and conse­
quences to me. 

As an American citizen I now beg for my immediate release, also for my money, 
jewelry, baggage, papers, etc., and also for such clanmge as I may be entitLed to. 

Thanking you for your kind attention and hoping you will take prompt steps to 
secure my release . 

. I am, sir, etc., 
CIIAS. MERCY. 

[Inclosure 7 in No. 353.] 

M1·. G1·ant to M1·. Mercy. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Vienna, March 9,1893. 

SIR: In acknowledging the receipt of your letter of March 7 and your telegram 
of to-clay, I hasten to re}Jly that you have not as yet given me any proof of your 
American citizenship, which proof is absolutely necessary before I, as the repre­
sentative of tlre United States, can officially take action in your cnse. However, 
unofficially I have been to the foreign office here, on your account, and have received 
a note from the second chief of section, Count Welsersheimu, an extract ii·om which 
I have already forwarded to you, which in brief states that you weTe arrested under 
charge of having committed a fraud before your emigration to America. Accord­
ing to your lettoc, the charges against you were made by your brotper-in-l:1w, Mr. 
Lieueskind, and according to Mr. Eisenburg's letter (which was inclosed in your 
letter) the charge of fraud was based upon a fact. 

In the treaty of September20, 1870, between the United States and Austria-Hungary 
it is provided that a naturalized American citizen of Austrian birth is liable to trial 
and punishment for criminal offenses committed before his emigration. It therefore 
seems to me even should you prove your American citizenship, that your case is not 
one -\d1ich can be taken up by a diplomatic representative, but properly belongs 
to the civil courts of the country. You could, of course, after you have fully secured 
your release, sue your brother-in-law, but I do not believe you can possibly recover 
any damages from the Austrian Government for false imprisonment or for losses 
resulting from your detention 

I am, etc., 
FREDERICK D. GRANT. 

[Inclosure 8 in No. 353.-Telegram.] 

Mr. M(;rcy to M1·. G1·ant. 
KRAKAU. 

Police will not give permit; can't come to Vienna. Do all you can. Must get 
home. Very impo1·tant. Telegraph particula.rs my expense. 

CHARLES MERCY, 

[Inclosure 9 in No. 353.] 

M1·. Gmnt to Count Kalnolcy. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
JT.icn11a, March 14, 1893. 

YouR EXCRLLENCY: Referring to previous correspondence upon the case of Charles 
Mercy, alias Saul Moerser, an alleged citizen of the United States, who has been 
arrested at Krakau upon the charges of violation of military law ancl fraud, I have 
the honor to inclose herewith a copy of a letter from him. This letter of Charles 
Mercy, alias Moerser, would indicate that the charge of fraud had been dismissed, 
and that there only remained the charge of his having violated the military law. 
It appears further that Charles Mercy's, alias Moerser's, naturalization certificate 
has been taken from him by the Austrian authorities, and that he is therefore not 
provided with the proper documents to prove his American citizenship. 

In reading your excellency's esteemed favor of March 1, I inferred that the citi­
zenship of Charles· Mercy, alias Moerser, would be the first point investigated, and 
if it was found that he had been properly naturalized a citizen of the United States, 
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that the charge of having violated. the Austrian military law would have been 
dropped. 

It does not seem possible to believe, as intimatctl in Charles Mercy's, alias MoersetJs, 
letter, that the local authorities at Krakau could take the responsibility of seizing 
the itlen'tification papers of a citizenof a friendly power and hold him to prove 
his foreign citizenship, which they have made it impossible for him to prove. 
However, I write to request your excellency to have the matter investigated at your 
earliest possible convenience, and at the same time I beg your excellency tQ accept, 
etc., 

FnEDEIUCJC D. GnANT. 

[[nclosnre 10 in No. 353.) 

M1·. Mercy to M1·. G1·ant. 

KRAKAU, March 11, 1893. 
Sm: Your letter of the 9th instant received and hasten to ans\ver. I have been to 

see the K. K. Lan<.lcsgericht about my citizen pa,pers to-clay so that I could send 
them to yon. They claim t.hat they can not surrender them to me, but will send 
them to yon on a written demawl in German, and it will have to ue written direct 
to them addressed as follows: '' K. K. La.ndesgericht fiir Strafangelegenheit Saul 
Morser. · 

The otheL' charge of fraud has been straightened, and all I am held for is on 
account of military matters, and as soon as that can ue straightened I will be set at 
liberty; all they are waitiu~ for now, they have been searching for my name in 
the books in the magistrate for over two weeks without result. 

Hoping you will take prompt steps to secure my citizen papers and release, as this 
matter may affect me seriously in my business, 

I am, etc., 
CHARLES MERCY. 

[Inclosure 11 in No. 353.] 

M1·. Gmnt to Mr. Me1·c.IJ. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
"V-ienna, Ma1·ch 14, 1893. 

Sm: I hasten to acknowledge the receipt of your lettei· of the 11th instant,. a.nd. 
to iuform you that I have made your case the subject of a note to the imperial and 
royal minister of foreign affairs. As soon as I receive an answer from the foreign 
office I will inform you of its contents, 

I am, etc., 
PREDERICK D. GRANT. 

[Inclosure 12 in No. 353.-TraiJslation.] 

Count Welserlleimb to M1·. Gi·ant. 

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
Vienna, A..1J1'i~ 12, 1893. 

The imperial and royal ministry of foreign affairs has not failed to inform the 
imperial and royal ministry of justice of the contents of the honored note of the 
Hth of March, concerning the arrest of the naturalized citizen Saul Moerser, alias 
Charles Mercy, which took place in Krakan, and to request that this ministry should 
immediately make the necessary inquiries regarding the actions of the Krakau 
authorities. 

The ministry of foreign affairs take the liberty to send to the honorable United. 
Stat.es Minister Frederick D. Grant, the report just received from the imperial and 
royal ministry of justice made by the imperial and royal court of justice in Krakau, 
on the 24th of March, No. 6057, to the superior court in Krakau, with the request 
to retnrn it. This document will inform the honorable envoy as to the steps taken 
in this matter up to now and the 1wesent state of this affair. The details of the 
report will clearly prove that the assertion made by Saul Moerser in his letter to the 
honorable envoy of the United States, on the 11th of March of this year, that the 
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charge made against him had been alrea<ly withdrawn, and thathe was detained at 
that moment only for violation of military Jaw was not true, for the Krakau court 
of justice bad, upon the 4th of March, withdrawn the charge against him for viola­
tion of the military law, in consequence of his statement that he was an American 
Citizen, and in compliance with Art. II of the convention of September 20, 1870, but 
npon the other han<l the conrt has fully maintained the charge against :Moerser 
for fraud confessed by himself, thc1·efore, the above-mentioned individual agai11st 
wh01~1 the charge of fraud ·is inade, according to section 183 of the Austrian penal 
code, inust submit to a trial before the imperial royal district court in Kmlmu. 

As to the item in the honored note questioning the retaining of the documents of 
legitima,tion taken from Sanl Moerser the imperial royal superior court in Krakau 
states that the retention of these documents is a measure accorded by law, as 
Moerser can claim these papers only after a lawful decision in his case or after he 
11as finished serving a sentence. The superior court is of the opinion tb at it would not 
be a groundless suspicion to think that Moerser had applied to the honorable envoy 
to intervene to secure his papers after he bad been released from confinement through 
.t small bail and a promise not to leave Kmkau in order to use the papers possibly 
for dishonest purposes. 

Thns, far remote fi·om seeing in the action of the authorities any sort of violation 
.:>f the conventions with the United States of America or the laws of Austria, the 
superior conrt in Kra.kau, on the contrary emphasizes that the imperial royal 
colut of Kraka,u in this case has not only acted in complete compliance with the laws, 
alHl with the strictest impartiality, but the court bas applied all possible leniency 
granted by law by handing to Saul Moerser, in spite of the pending trial, all his 
effects except the docm'nents of legitimation. 

The undersigned takes the liberty to notify the lwnomble envoy of these facts 
and will not fail to inform him of the result of the trial. While be now avails, etc. 

WELSERSB.I<:Il\IB. 
For the M-inisiel' of Fol'eign AJ(ai1·s. 

[Inclosure in inclosure 12 in No. 353.-Trm•slation.] 

KRAKAU, Ma1·ch 24, 1893. 
To the Honorable the Imperial Royal Superi01· Court: 

In according with the order, issued on March 22, 1893, F 4837, I take tho liberty 
of sen fling the following report regarding the trial for violation of section 45 of the 
law of national defense, Aprilll, 1889. No. 14, R. G. and of section 183 (St. S. G.- . 
crime of defending) brought in action n.gainst Saul Moerser, alias Charles Mercy. 

Saul Moerser) alias Charles Mercy, was arrested by the police of the city ofKrakau, 
under the suspicion of having violated section 45 of the law of national defense, 
and of the crime of defrauding, as the result of a denunciation made by his brother­
in-law, Saul I. .. iebesldnd. On the 26th of February he was delivered to the imperial 
royal court of justice at Krakau. 

On the proposition of the imperial royal attomey of the state, made on the 27th 
of February, 1893, and on the order of the chamber of inquiry (28th of February, 
1893) a trial was brought in action against Saul Moener, for: 

(a) Violation of section 45 of the law of national defense (Aprilll, 1889~ No. 41, R. 
G. Bl.) by living outside the frontiers of the Austro-Hlmgarian monarchy during 
the time when he was enrolled for military service, with the intention of evading his 
military duty, and for defmuding, in accordance to section 183, St. G. B., committed 
by taking a sum of 500 marks-consequently more than 50 gulden in Austrian money-
entTusted to him by Isidor Leon Eisen burg in Kn1l{au in the year of 1877 or 1878; 

finally the court of justice, in accordance with section 175 (section 2, St. P. 0.) 
dee1·eed on Saul Moerser, alias Charles Mercy, confinement during the time of trial. 
According to the protocol of his cross-examination, which took place on the 28th of 
Februa.ry, Saul Moerser, alius Charles Mercy, denied any guilt regarding his ·viola­
tion of the Jaws of national defens<', he having acquired American citizenship in the 
year 1888, proved by a certificate, issued by a competent conrt of the United States 
(a certificate which had been taken from him wl1en he was anested and added to 
the other documents of this case), and a& a naturalized citizen of the United States 
protested against any trial or penalty for having neglected the duties of military 
service. To the charge of having defi'auded to the amount of 500 marks, property 
of his late employer, Isidor Leon Eisen burg, Saul Moerser deposed an avowal and 
confessed that in 1877 or 1878 he opened a letter confided to his care by his employer, 
Isidor Leon Eisen burg, which contained the sum of 1,000 marks, took the sum of 500 
marks out of the letter and spent the money defrauded in this way for his ffr~.·c to 
America. 
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In palliation of his guilt Saul Moorser mentioned that the whole sum bad been 
returned by his father, Elias Fischel Moerser; partly directly this deed had been com­
mitted, thus in the year 1877 or 1878, partly after his arrest, i. e., in the month of 
}'ebruary, 1893. 

Saul Moerser, alias Charles Mercy, protested against his coilfinement during the 
time of his trial, and dema,nded a decision of the chamber of the court of justice. 
Considering the fact tha,t S:tnl Moerser, alias Charlc.s Mercy, uccordiug to the certiti­
cate above mentioned, had acquired American citizenship in the year 1888, and 
therefore had become a naturalized citizen of the U11ited States during his uninter­
rupted residence of fifteen or sixteen years in America, the chamber of the court of 
the court of justice, in accordance with article II of the treaty of Septemuer 20, 1870, 
has decided on the 4th of March, 1893, that Saul Moerser can not be called to account 
for violation of the laws of national defense, and the trial for violation of section 45 
of the law of national defense should ue stopped, but the decree regarding the trial 
for defrauding, as well as that of his confinement during the time of trial, according 
to section 175, should be continued, especially since in this case the regulatious 
of sections 187 and 229 (St. G. Bl.) can not be a.pplied, and the man under trial, being 
a foreigner, could be suspected of intentions of flight. ,. 

In consequence of a petition made by Saul Moerscr's father, Elias Fischel, and of 
the request made in the protocol by Saul Moerser himself, it was concluded at the 
same time that the arrest dnring the time of trial should be suspended, in accordance 
with section 192 (St., P. 0. ), in case a uail of 1,000 guldens should be deposited. 
This decree permitted that the amount of 820 guldeus, found in the possession of the 
prisoner at the time of his arrest and taken in custody by the conrt, should be used 
for bail, and that Elias Fischel might add the deficiency, 120 guldens. 

According to the protocol of March 4, Elias Fischel deposited the deficient amount 
of 120 guldens on the 'tth of March, 1893, aucl iu consequence of this Saul Moerser, 
alias Charles Mercy, was set at liberty at once on the 4th of March, 1893, after giving 
oath not to flee. 

According to a resolution upon the 4th of March, 1893, the uail of 1,000 guldens 
was taken in cnstody by the court of justice. 

When Saul Moerser, alias Charles Mercy, was arrested by the police the follow­
ing pieces of money, documents, jewelry, and effects were found and deposited as 
his property with the court: 

(1) The auove-mentioned amonnt of 820 guldens, and 15 krentzer (Austrian money). 
(2) One hundred and thirty-six dollars in paper. 
(3) One hundred and five pounds sterling in paper. 
(4) One-half pound sterling in gold. 
(5) :Four silver shillings. 
(6) One franc in silver (2 50-cent pieces). 
(7) One mark and 55 pfennings. 
(8) One Indian copper coin. 
(9) A document stating a deposit of 2,400 guldens, made at the 'Viener bank, on 

the 15th of February, 1893, No. 706. 
(10) A doeument certifying a deposit of 414 pounds sterling. 11 shillings, 10 pence, 

at a Vienna bank. 
(11) A g·old watch, No. 522069. 
(12) A gold watch chain, with a medallion of brilliants. 
(13) One gold ring, with the initials E. C. C. M. 
(14) A gold wedding ring, with the initials E. H. & C. M. 
(15J One trnnk, one box, and two satchels, containing variouH effects. 
(16) Two gold buttons, with diamonds. 
(17) Finally, an amount of 3,000 guldens (Austrian money). This latter was 

proven to be the property of Elias Fischel MoerHer and his danghter, Ernestine 
Liebeskincl, nee Moerser. 

All of these articles were returned to Saul Moerser on the 14th of March, 1893, 
on his petition, made on the 5th of March, with the exception of the above men­
tioned American certificate, which was deposited for the use of the court among 
the other documents of the case. 

On the 24th of Ma.rch, 1893, the above-mentioned snm of 3,000 guldens was handed 
over to the owners, Elias l!'ischel Moerser and Ernestine Liebeskind. 

It must be finally mentioned that the imperial royal attorney of the state has 
delivered to the court of justice the bill of indictment for defrauding against Saul 
Moerser, alias Charles Mercy, already upon the 22d of March, which indictment 
has not yet become valill in law. 
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llfr. Greshan~ to JJfr. Grant. 

No. 2!)9.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
-washington, May s, 1893. 

SIR: Your dispatch, No. 353, of the the 19th ultimo, in regard totbe · 
arrest of Charles Mercy (or Saul J\Ioerser), said to be a naturalized 
citizen of the United States, has been received. 

It appears from the statements made to you that Charles Mercy, 
born at Krakau, Galicia, in 1858, was taken to the United States by 
his parents when about 2 years old, returned with them to Kra­
kau in 1867, again came to the United States when 16 years old (1874); 
enlisted in the United States .Army in 1881; was discharged, but at 
what date is not stated; was naturalized in November, 1884 (when 25 
years old), at Newark, N. J.; engaged there in successful business, and 
returned to Krakau on a visit to his parents, sailing in the .Aller 
January 31, 1893, and reaching Krakau February 16. No record of 
the issuance of a passport to Charles :Mercy or Saul Moerser is found 
in this De))artment, and the only citizen paper he carried on his return 

· to Galicia is supposed to have been his certificate of naturalization, 
which you have never been permitted to see. 

On the 24th of February Mercy was arrested at Krakau on two 
charges-evasion of military duty and fraudulent appropriation of a 
sum of 500 marks belonging to his employer, one Eisenberg, before his 
departure in 1874. The latter charge he admits; alleging, however, 
that the money has been repaid, as would seem to be the case. 

It appears from the report of the court at Krakau, dated March 24, 
1893, which accompanied Count Welsersbeimb's undated note to yon, 
that the court, on 1\IIarch 4 (not April 4, as stated on the sixth page of 
your dispatch) decided that the fact of Mercy's naturalization was 
proved, and thereupon dismissed the military charge against him; but 
at the same time held him for trial on. the criminal charge and admitted 
him to bail in the SUII\ of 1,000 gulden. 

Mr. Mercy is presumed to have subsequently forfeited his bail and 
quitted the country. There appears, therefore, to be no ground for 
any further intervention by the legation in his behalf. 

It is proper, however, to advert to a circumstance which in this 
case, as in others heretofore, especially attracts the Department's 
attention. Upon arrest, the citizen papers of the accused are taken 
away, and be is thus deprived of the means of proving his. citizenship 
before the legation of his country, to which he has an indisputable 
right to appeal for protection. You have very properly invited Count 
Kalnoky's consideration of the anomaly of seizing the identification 
papers of a citizen of a friendly power, and holding him to prove his 
foreign citizenship, which it has been made impossible for him to 
prove. Besides this, great delays have often occurred in past instances 
through this needless obstruction of the legation's right to promptly 
intervene to establish the rights of the citizen. Frequent cases of 
such hardship are of recent record in your legation. You should 
intimate to the minister of foreign affairs the confident expectation 
here entertained, that it is only necessary to point out this abuse to 
ensure its correction, and to secure to any American citizen accused 
of violation of the military laws of Austria-Hungary the right of fi·ee 
and instant appeal to the legation for protection, and the opportunity 
to establish, to its satisfaction, by documentary proof, his claim for its 
intervention to secure his rights as a citizen u,nder t4e n~tur~lizatio.Q. 
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treaty of 1870 between the two countries. In this way, moreover, the 
intervention of the legation in any case of unfounded or fraudulent 
claim to protection would be averted. 

I am, sir, etc., 

No. 360.] 

W. Q. GRESHAM. 

111r. Grant to Mr. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Vienna,, Mcty 12, 1893. (Received May 27, 1893.) 

SIR: Referring to my dispatch, No. 353, under date of .Aprill9 last, 
giving an account of the arrest of Saul Moerser, alias Charles Mercy, 
a naturalized citizen of the United States of .America, I now have the 
honor to submit for your information the translation of a note-received 
from the imperial and royal ministry of foreign affairs here, which 
note should be added to the inclosures of my dispatch, and will com­
plete the file of Charles Mercy's case. 

I have, etc., 
FREDERICK D. Gn.ANT. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 360.- Translation.] 

Count Cziralcy to M1·. Gntnt. 

MINISTRY OI!' FOREIGN AFI<'AIRS, 
Vienna., May 8, 1893. 

SIR: Supplementary to the note of the 12th of April last, No. 14313, the ministry 
of foreign ajfairs has the honor of iuforming the honorable envoy of the United 
States that notice bas been received from the director of police at Krakau to the 
effect that Saul Moerscr, alias Charles Mercy, who, as the honorable envoy of the 
United States will remember, was set free on March 4 last, on giving bail to appear 
at hjs trial for fraud and embezzlement, has left for Londoll shortly [Lfter regaining 
his liberty, with the evident intention of going from there to America. 

The flight of the aforesaid individual fully proves that the suspicion, expressetl 
jn the above-mentioned note, was well founded, and that Saul Moerser was enter­
ta.iiJing dishonest thoughts when he impatiently clamored for his documents of 
identity which were in tho safe ]\eeping of the court, and that the authorities at 
Krakau were perfectly justified in refusing to hand these documents over to Saul 
Moerser, because they knew his true character. 

The und~rsigned avails, etc., 
CZIRAKY. 

For the Minister of Foreign AjJai1·s 

Mr. Gresharn to JJtfr. Grant. 

No. 310.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, J~tne 1, 1893. 

SIR: Your dispatch, No. 360, of the 12th ultimo, relative to the case 
of Saul Moerser alias Obarles Mercy, bas been received. · 

Referring to the Department's instruction No. 299 of tbe 8th ultimo, 
in regard to the action of the Austro-Hungarian authorities in with­
holding the evidence of the citizenship of Mr. J\foerser, it may be 
observed that there is an essential distinction between withholding the 
papers from the individual and withholding them fi·om the legation. 
By the }(\Jtt~l· course the legation is deprived of all opportunity to 
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ascertain whether the party is in fact a citizen of the United States by 
lawful process and as such entitled to the protection of the legation 
to secure him speedy and impartial justice or to defend his rights under 
the treaty if infringed. 

I am, sir, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM . 

.Afr. Tripp to .Air. Greshcttrn. 

No. 13.] LEGATION OF 'l'HE UNITED STATES, 
Vienna, July 1, 1893. (Received July 21, 1893.) 

SIR: I beg leave to present, for the consideration of the Deparment 
of State, the case of John Benicb, and to ask for instructions in the 
premises. I inclose herewith copies of all the correspondence between 
the legation and the consul and consular agent at Buda Pesth and 
Fiume, also th~ correspondence between this legation and the impe­
rial and royal ministry of foreign affairs at Austria-Hungary. From 
this correspondence it will be seen, if the facts therein stated are true, 
that a gross outrage bas been perpetrated upon an American citizen, 
not only without justification but without apparent excuse or reason 
for such hasty and arbit,rary action on the part of the Croatian author­
ities, to say nothing of the contemptuous language used in reference to 
the national treaty and the authority of the American consular agent 
who sought to intervene in behalf of an American citizen traveling 
abroad under the protection of a passport issued by proper authority 
and his certificate of naturalization under the seal of his adopted 
country. 

If the facts remain undisputed, this is not one of those cases which 
have given this legation so much trouble in the past, where subjects 
from Austria from 17 to 19 years of age, liable to military duty here 
and about to be enrolled, have fled to America and remaining there 
just the required length of time to become naturalized, have taken out 
their citizenship papers and returned here to remain permanently, 
evading their duties as Austrian citizens by committing a fraud upon 
American courts and the American Government. In such cases this 
legation, as I find by examination of its records, has not attempted to 
uphold the rights of such pseudo citizens, but in cases of palpable 
fraud when the rights of both nations have been violated it has left 
the Government of Austria-Hungary to take its own course and to deal 
with such persons as it deemed proper, consistent with its own laws 
and usages in the given case. 

But this is an entirely different case. John Benich left his native 
country when he was a mere child, but 14 years of age. If a fear 
of future liability to military duty entered into his motives for expa­
triation, it was too remote to be a primary cause. He lived continu­
ously in America for eight years, and at the age of maturity became a 
naturalized American citizen. He did not leave his adopted country 
to take up a permanent residence in his native country after obtaining 
his certificate of naturalization, but he left his employment at his 
adopted and permanent home on temporary leave of absence, on account 
of assisting his sick parent, expecting and intending to return again 
within a short period of time. On his arrival in his native country, he 
is seized, in defiance of consular authority, in contempt of his certificate 
Qf n~turalization as an Ame:ric~n citi~en7 in contempt of his passport 

LIB 
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under the seal of the legation of the United States, both of which were 
shown and translated to the officers making the arrest, and in contempt 
of the provisions of the solemn treaty between Austria-Hungary and 
the United States, whose provisions were also read and clearly stated 
before his arrest was made, and he is subjected to the indignity of beiug 
stripped of his citizen's clothes and forcibly put into the uniform of a 
common soldier of the country whose allegiance he had renounced, ~nd 
is put into military confinement and subjected to military discipline 
for a number of weeks, among strangers and out of reach of friends, 
consular or le.gation authority. 

At last, after presentation of this matter to the imperial and royal 
ministry for foreign affairs and the expiration of the long time usual 
in such cases, the prisoner is released on parol, pending inquiry as to 
the bona fides of his citizenship. There is no reason given for the arrest, 
no statement of suspicious circumstances connected with the young 
man that led to such an arbitrary action on the part of the officers 
at Croatia. The case made by the legation in its application for 
Benich's discharge is taken as confessed by the imperial and royal 
ministry of foreign affairs by its silence on that subject and in seek­
ing as a reason for the delay in erasing his name from the rolls that 
inquiry is to be made as to the genuineness of citizenship. Common 
prudence would seem to dictate that before persons, claiming to be 
American citizens, are arrested as owing allegiance to their native 
country, the officers making such arrest should be informed of the exact 
ground on which the arrest is made, not to make the arrest first and the 
inquiry afterward. If Benich be a bona fide citizen of our country, a 
gross wrong has been done him and an insult offered the nation of which 
he is a citizen, and if he be not, and if his certificate be fraudulently 
obtained, the courtesy existing between nations and the respect due to 
our own courts, who issue certificates of naturalization, and to our 
department of foreign affairs that issues passports to its citizens, should 
incline officers of a friendly government acting under the provisions 
of a solemn treaty, to have positive information of such fact before 
they attempt to deprive him of hiS' liberty and his rights as a citizen. 

I have not yet replied to the last communication from the imperial 
and royal ministry of foreign affairs. I am awaiting the result of 
final action in the premises, and in the meantime I lay before you the 
correspondence, that you may give me such ad vice as you may deem 
proper in the event Benich should be finally discharged or held in mili­
tary service as a citizen of Austria-Hungary. 

Inclosed please find copies of correspondence in this case, arranged 
in order of time. 

I have, etc., 
BARTLETT TRIPP. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 13.) 

Mr. Hammond to M1·. Grant. 

CoNsULATE OF THE UNITED STATES, BuDA-PESTH. 

Sm: I inclose you copies of letters and telegrams in the case of John Benich that 
have passed between this consulate and the consular agency at Piume. The ban of 
Croatia is appointed by the Emperor, by and with the advice and consent of the 
president of the ministry here, Mr. Wekerle. The latter is in Vienna, and I can not 
s~e him, S9 tu:rn the IPatter over to you for your aQtio:q, The judge of Novi, i:q 
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refusing to recognize the treaty between this country and America is surely assert­
Ing state rights with a vengeance, as some of those Croat,ians are wont to do. I 
trust this case will teach him a wholesome lesson. 

I await further instructions (if any) from you. 
I arn, etc., 

E. P. T. HAMMOND. 

Inclosure 1 il! inclosure! in No. 13.) 

Mr. Gelletich to ]Jj·, Harnmund. 

CONSULAR AGENCY OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Fiume, May 16, 1893. 

Sm: To-day I received a telegram from Novi, near Segna, where notice is given 
to me that John Benich, American subject and naturalized citizen, in posse~:~sion of 
passport No. 379, Vienna, April 15, 1893, is arrested for nonfulfillment of military 
service. The telegram is styled as follows: "Authority stopped and arreste<l me 
for military duty; beg protection; they lock me up for eight days; do what you can 
for me. John Benicb." 

I called at once to the governor of Fin me, and I showed to him the telegram, ask­
ing the immediate liberty of the man. 'l'he governor of Fiume replied to me that in 
political Croatian matters he can not mix himself, being only the chief of the Croa­
tian sea business; but he instructed me to telegraph at once, without losing time, 
to the ban of Croatia, asking the release. pf the man, and at once I forwarded the 
following telegram: "His excellency, the Count Khuen Hederaary, ban of Croatia, 
Agram: John Benich, American citizen, arrested for military duty; his papers in 
full order, according to convention concluded between Austria-Hungary and the 
United States, Articles I aud II. I beg kindly to give order for the release of said 
man." 

Now I am waiting for further news, which I will let you know at once, and in 
case they will not release him I will telegraph you at once. 

Yours, etc., 
GIOV. GELLETICH. 

[Inclosure 2 in inclosure 1 in No: 13.) 

Mr. Gilletich to Mr. Hamrnond. 

CONSULAR .AGENCY OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Buda-Pesth, May 18, 1893. 

Rm: On the 16th instant I reported to you the arrest of John Benich, American 
citizen, for nonfulfillment of military duty. Yesterday the said John Benich 
appeared in my office, stating that he has been released. They served a notice 
upon him that he is liable to trial and punishment, according to paragraph 44, 
Hungarian law, and that he must present himself for the military recruiting. I 
instructed him how he would have to conduct himself, assuring him that this con­
sulate will protect him, and he must not fear to become a soldier. 

I am, etc., 

HAMMOND, 

GIOV. GELLETICH. 

[Inclosure 3 in inclosure 1 in No. 13.-Telegram.] 

Mr. Gelletich to Mr. Harnrnond. 

CONSULAR AGENCY OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Fiume, May 20, 1893. 

American Consul, Buda-Pesth: 
John Beuich, American snbject, recruited as soldier; all my protest as consul 

unavailing. Croatian authority do not want to recognize convention 20th Septem­
ber, 1870. They keep him with soldierly force. Please protest where necessary, 
and give me prompt instruction. Case urgent. 

GELLETICH. 

FB-2 
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GELLETICII, 
Consul, Fi'Ume. 

:FOREIGN RELATIONS. 

[Inclosure 4 in inclosure 1 in No. 13-Telegram.] 

Mr . . Hammond to M1·. Gclletich. 

CONSULATE OF THE UNITF.D STATF.S, 
Buda-Pesth, ]fay 20, 1893. 

Inform me date of birth, emigration, naturalization, whether summoned before 
emigration. 

HAMMOND. 

[Inclosure 5 in inclosure 1 in No. 13.-'Dllegram.] 

M1·. Gelletich to Mr. Hammond. 

CONSULAR AGENCY OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Fitune, MaJJ 21, 1893. 

Born 1871; emigrated 1885; natnralizerl 25th October, 1892; passport dated Vienna 
15th April, 1893, No. 379; t(')() young to be snm moned before emigration; to-day he 

· leaves fo1· Pola to be soldier. Urgent protection. 
GELLETICH. 

[Inclosur~ 6 in inclosure 1 in No. 13.] 

Mr. Gelletich to M1·. Hammond. 

CONSULAR AGENCY OF THE UNITF.D STATES, 
Fiunw, May 20, 1893. 

SIR: Thlis morning I sent you a telegram as follows: (See No. 615.) Now I beg to 
explain that this morning I went where the military recruiting were done, called by 
the said John Benich asking protection; his passport. was exhibited and I protested 
that the man rnnst not be touched, being nn<ler my protection as American consul. 
The Croatian judge of No vi ordererl the military force to seize the man. My remons­
trances were not heard. I recalle!l the convention between Austria-Hungary and 
the United States dated September 20, 1870, awl I had the reply that they do not rec­
ognize snch a treaty, and the American citizen, John Benich, was recruited as Aus­
trian soldier. He was to leave to-day for Pola, but I remonstrated, so he will leave 
to-morrow at 4 o'clock in the afternoon. I beg you to protest where necessary in 
behalf of the man, a,nd in my behalf because my authority as consular agent of the 
United States was not recognized by the Croation judge of Novi, and in behalf of the 
man for being detained in prison and deprived of his personal liberty, and increased 
expenses. 

Awaiting, etc., 
GIOV. GELLETICH. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 13.] 

Mr. Schlessing to M1·. Gmnt. 

CONSULATE-GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Vienna, May 22, 1893. 

SIR: Very respectfully referring to our personal interview of yesterday in respect 
to .John Benich, a naturalized citizen of tho United States, having been seized by 
the imperial and royal authorities of Austria-Hungary in order to make him per­
form military duty, I have the honor to herein inclos~ the following tllreecomrunni­
cations, as specified at foot of this, from the consnlar agency at Finme, and bearing 
on that subject; inelosnre No.3 also, containing the request of the consular agent, 
Mr. Gelletich, that the Hnngarian authorities, and especially the Croatian judge of 
Novi, might be caused to recognize Mr. Gelletich's authority as U. S. consular 
agent. 

I have, etc., 
A. SCHLJ<,SSING, 

Deputy ConBul-Genet·al. 
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[Inclosure 1 in inclosure 2 in No. 13.-Telegram.} 

Mr. Gelletich to Mr. Schlessing. 

CONSULAR AGENCY OF THE UNITED STATF:S, FlUME. 

John Benich, of Crikvenizc, American citizen in 11ossession of passport dated 
Vienna, April 15, 379, held by the Croatian authori tr for military recruit; my pro­
test not recognized; convention 20t.h September, 1870, also not recognized; tele­
graphed to ban of Croatia and have no reply; reported four days ago to Consul Ham­
moml at Bnda-Pesth and telegraphed to him this morning and I have no reply. 
Military force took him from my l1ands; they want to forward him at once to Pola; 
he asks urg-ent protection. Please protest against this illegal recruiting of an 
American citizen. I am awaitiug prompt instruction. 

GELLETICH. 

[Inclosure 2 in inclosure 2 in No. 13. - Telegram.) 

Mr. Gellctich to Mr. Schlessing. 

CONSULAR AGENCY OF THE UNITED STATES, FIUJ\IE. 

Benich born in 1871; emigrated 1885; naturaliz~d October, 1892; passport dated 
Vienna, 15th Avril, 1893, No. 379. This aftemoon they send him to Pola. Will write 
tomorrow. 

GELLETICII. 

[Inclosure 3 in inclosure 2 in No. 13.] 

M1·. Gelletich to Mt·. Schlessing. 

CONSULAR AGENCY OF THE UNITED STATES, 
· Finme, May 30, 1893. 

SIR: To-day I forwarded to this consulate-general the following telegram: (given 
on pages 11 and 12.) I have done everything in my power to get him free, but the 
Croattan authority denied to recognize my authority as consular agent. I remon­
strate<! to the governor of Fiume, and he replied to me that the man docs not belong 
to lJis district, so he could do nothing. 

The case being urgent. please protest on behalf of John Benich for his expenses 
ani! for his liberty, and on my behalf for my authority not being recognized as con­
sular ageut by the Croatian judge of Novi. 

GELLETlCH. 

[Inclosure 3 in No. 13.] 

Mr. Schlessing to Mt·. Gmnt. 

CONSULATE-GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Vienna, May 26, 189.~. 

Sm: I have the honor very respectfully to refer to my communication respecting 
the seizure by the imperial and royal authorities of J obn Benich, a naturalized Ameri­
can citizen, and inclose herewith another communication on the same subject, which 
has been sent by the consular agent at Fiume to this consulate-general. 

I am, etc., 
A. SCHLESSING. 

[Inclosure in inclosure 3 in No. 13.) 

M1·. Gelletich to Mr. Schlessing. 

CONSULAE AGENCY OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Fiume, Ma]l 22, 1893. 

Sm.: In obedience to your telegram of yesterday I beg to report as follows: 
In the beginning of the month of April appeared in my office a man who state<l 

that he was born in Crikvenize in 1871; that he emigrated to the United States in 
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1885; that he resided in Chicago, where he was naturalized American citizen on 
Octo her 25, 1892, and produced his naturalization paper, issued hythe superior court 
of Cook County, at Chicago, on the a hove date; he said he had accompanied home his 
old sick father, and being in a hurry had no time to .obtain a passport there, so he 
applied that a passport may. be to him granted. 

After being satisfied that he is the man he claims to be, I filled his application for 
the passport and forwarded it to Burla-Pesth. The passport was granted him from 
the legation at Vienna on the 15th of April, No. 379. 

On the 16th instant I received a telegram from Novi from the said John Benich, 
sty led as follows : 

''Authority stopped and arrested me for military duty; beg protection; they lock 
me up for eight days. Do what you can for me. 

JOHN BENICH." 
Soon as I received this telegram I called on the governor of Fiume and asked him 

that the man must be released, lleing American citizen. He excused himself that he 
would gladly do so, but Novi is not his political district, and ·so he would not inter­
vene, and instructed me to telegraph at e:mce to the ban of Croatia, the case being 
urgent. 

I have done so, and at the same time I reported by letter the case to Consul Ham­
mond at Buda-Pesth, urging protection. 

On the 17th instant the said John Benich appears in my office, stating that he has 
been released, but the chief of the Croatian district of Novi made him sign a paper 
where be states that he is an American citizen, and in the same paper the said chief 
wrote that the said John Benich is liable for trial and punishment for nonfulfill­
ment of military cluty, according to paragraph 44 of the Austro-Hungarian law. The 
same day I reported to Consul Hammond at Buda-Pesth. 

Saturday, the 20th, the said John Benich was forwarded to Fiume to be examined 
for military service; he was accompanied by the said chief of the Croatian political 
district of N ovi. I was summoned by the said American citizen to protect him. Went 
where the examination was held and asked the commission for the release of the 
man nccording to the treaty stipulations, and thereby placing the said Benich under 
my protection as consular officer of the United States in Fiume. The commission hesi­
tated. I protested against the illegal recruiting of an American citizen. Then the 
chief of the Croatian political district of Novi protested and ordered military force 
to seize the man and undress him to be examined, saying that be does not recognize 
the convention of September 20, 1870, and neither the authority of the U.S. consular 
officer. After that I called to the post commander aml to the district commander, but 
nothing could be done; then I telegraphed to Buda-Pesth and in the afternoon to you. 

The man, John Benich, was escorted yesterday to Pola to get at once into mili­
tary service, and he requested me to protest against his illegal recruiting and for hav­
ing lost his personal liberty and encountered expenses; sol lleg you to protest where 
necessary in his behalf and have him free as soon as possible. 

I think I have done what a mortal man could to protect an American citize11 from 
the autocracy of one man alone, that is the chief of political district of Novi. 

I am, etc., 
GIOV. GELLETICH. 

[Inclosure 4 in No. 13.] 

Mr. G1·ant to Count Kalnoky. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Vienna, May 21, 1893. 

YouR EXCELLENCY: I have the honor to inform your excelleucy that I have just 
received a telegram from the U. S. consular agent at Fiume, which contains the fol­
lowing information, viz: That John Benich, of Crikvenize, a natnralhecl citizen of 
the United States, is held by the Croatian authorities as a military recruit; that 
neither the protest of the U. S. consular agent nor the provisions of the convention 
of September 20, 1870, have been considered; that the military force have taken John 
Benich from the hands of the U. S. consular agent mHl are allout to forward him to 
Pola; that John Benich was provided with a UnitedStatespassportandalso with his 
naturalization certificate. 

For your exce1lency's information I beg to say, that at this legation is held the 
fo11owing record in regard to John Benich, viz: 

Born at Crikvenize on or about the 3d of August, 1871, emigrated to the United 
States, sailing from Bremen on or about the lOth of A 1)ril, 1885; resided uninterrupt­
edly in the United States for eight years, fi·om li:585 to 1893, at Chicago; naturalized 
a citizen of the United States before the county court of Cook County, at Chicago, 
Ill., on the 25th of October, 189.2j permanent residence is Chica.go, where he follows 
the OCCUpation Of Hbarkeepet" ~&ll attendant in1 Of a proprietor Qf1 a liqUOl' ShOp); 
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left the United States on or about the 20th of March, 1893, and has visited Crikvenizu 
since the 1st of April, 1893; says he intends to return to _the United States within six 
months. 

In view ofthe statement made by the United Stat-es consular agent at Fiume, 
that John Benich is "helJ. as a military recruit," and that the military force have 
taken J ohnBenich from the hands of the United States consular representative at 

. J;'iume, I hasten to request that your excellency will cause this United · States citi­
zen to be immediately released from military service, and also cause an investiga­
tion to be made into the facts leading to his arrest. I do uot feel that the Govern­
ment of the United States would anticipate too much in expecting that through 
your excellency's kind and early action, the imperial and royal Government of 
A nstro-H ungary will cause prompt and ample reparation to be made, should it be 
proven npon investigation that this citizen of the Unite(l States has committed no 
crime which justifies his arrest, but that the local authorities at Crikvenize have 
arbitrarily arrested him and forced him in the im})erial and royal military service 
in violation of treaty stipulations, and that at the same time these local authorities 
have denied to a United States consular agent that consideration which is due to 
an officer of a great and friendly power. 

Trusting that your excellency will kindly give this case your immediate atten­
tion, I avail, etc., 

FREDERICK D. GRANT. 

[Inclosnre 5 in No. 13.-Translation.] 

Count Welsersheirnb to M1·. Tripp. 

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 
Vienna, June 23, 1893. 

Sm: In the esteemed note of May 21, last, the late U. S. minister at this capita], 
was pleased to communicate to this ministry the recent arrest of the naturalized 
American citizen, John Benich and his enrollment in the imperial royal army, 
requesting iuteryention in order that he be dismissed, that the circumstances attend­
ing his case IJe ascertained and that the necessm·y further measures be aclopted. 

The ministry of foreign affairs has not failed to institute at once the necessary 
inquiries and is now in a position to make known to the bonorable envoy of the 
United States that it was found that Jobn Benich was born in Crikvenize in 1871; 
that be wat~ enrolled in the navy on May 20, last, to serve for one year, and that by 
teleg1·apbic order from the Hungarian minister of defence be has been temporarily 
discharged from active service, but that the final erasion of his name fi·om the rollt~ of 
the army and navy can not take place until full information is on hand relative to 
his citizenship in the United Statet~. 

While the undersigned reserves to himself the privilege of making fmther com­
munications to the honorable envoy of the United States, as soon as the investiga­
tions now in course of being made have been brought to a close, he avails etc. 

WEI.SI£RSHEIMB. 
Fo1· the Mini-ster of Foreign Affai1'B. 

[Inclosure 6 to No. 13.] 

Giov. Gelletich to Mr. T1·ipp. 

CONSULAR AGENCY OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Fi.'urne, Jwne 27, 1893. 

Sm: I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your esteemed note of the 26th instant, 
and in reply I beg to state as follows: 

* * * if -If 

John Benich, United States citizen, was forced to swear fidelity to the Emperor of 
Austria; after they .bad his forced oath he was placed under military surveillance 
and after twenty-four hours forwarded to Pola for immediate military service. 
Before they made him a soldier I reqnested that until the necessary steps are taken 
and the right thing done to leave him under my protection and warranted for him 
that he will not run away; but I was not heard. Then 1 telegraphed at once to the 
United States consul atBnda-Pesthand to the United States consul-general in Vienna; 
particulars were reported with letters dated May 20, No. 440, to Bnda-Pesth, and 
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with letter No. 441 to Vienna I requested further particulars. I replied with letter 
No. 442 to Vienna, dated May 22. 

In this case I must appreciate very much the gentle manners of the governor of 
Fiume, who regretted very much that this thing happened, but he could do nothing, 
and could not intervene in another district; also the post commander regretted very 
much that he could do nothing. The imperial and ro.val marine corps district com­
mander, as chief of the commission for military recruiting in this district, assured 
me that the men presented and conducted to him by the different district authority 
must be examined and recruited, and that the entire responsibility in this case rests 
upon the district authority of Novi, represented by the judge who denied also to 
recognize the validity of the passport when produced to him Ly the said John 
Benich. · 

Later I was informed that the said John Benich waR released from provisory 
arrest in N ovi by order of the ban of Croatia, who ordered by telegraph to the said 
district authority of Novi, to release immediately the man, and the judge of Novi 
after a few days conducted him to Fiume to he recruited. 

On the 14th instant he was discharged temporarily from active service, and now 
lives with his father in Crikvenize, near Nov1. He is not under ·arrest but 1 think 
he is secretly watched. The said John Benich begs your kind consideration and 
hopes that he will be discharged, so that be can return to his adopted country, and 
he claims damages and expenses for his illegal recruiting. He fears that from his 
arrest he has lost his employment in Chicago, as only a limited leave of absence was 
granted him. 

I beg, etc., 
GIOV. GELLETICH. 

[Inclosure 7 in No. 13.) 

Mr. Ham11wnd to Ml'. T1·ipp. 

CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATRA, 
B1tda-Pe~Jtlt, June 28, 1893. 

SIR: Your letter of Jnne 26, 1893, in reference to the case of John Benich is 
received, and in reply will say that I forwarded copies of all papers and telegram9 
to the legation and refer you to my letters of May 22, No. 619, and May 26, No. 623. 
I beg further to inform you that I have received a letter from the United States 
cousular agent, at Fiume, informing me that John Bcnieb, who was seized for mil­
itary duty, was released, and to-day arrived clad in military uniform. I p1·esume 
be is at liberty, as be came from Pol a to Fiume, having been sent to the former place, 
before his release could be effected. Will communicate with said consular agent at 
Fiume and find out exact status of the man since his arrival in Fiume "clad in mili­
tary uniform.'' 

I am, etc., 
E. P. T : HAMMOND, 

Mr. Tripp to llfr. Gresharn. 

No. l4.] LEGA'fiON OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Vienna, July 12, 1893. (Heceived July 2G, 1893.) 

SIR: Referring to dispatches No. 353, under date of April 19, and 
No. 360, under date of May 12, written by my predecessor, Ool. Grant, 
giving an account of the arrest and subsequent release on bail of Saul 
Moerser, alias Charles Mercy, a naturalized citizen of the United States, 
I now have the honor to submit, for your information, the tran~ation 
of a note just received from the imperial and royal ministry of foreign 
aftairs, which I think m~ght be added to the file of Charles Mercy's 
case. 

I have, etc., 
BARTLET'l' TRIPP. 
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[Inelosure 1 in No. 14.-Tran~lation.] 

Count WelBe1"Bhei-mb to M1·. T1·ipp. 

MINISTRY OF Fo-REIGN AFFAIRS, 
V·ienna, J ·uly 91 1893. 

SIR: Supplementary to the note of May 8, last, conveying tlw intelligence that 
Saul Moerser, alias Charles Merc.v, who hac.l been liheratec.l on giving hail has tled 
and left the country, the imperial and royal ministry of foreign affairs has the 
honor of informing the Hon. Bartlett Tripp, envoy extraordiuary and minister 
plenipotentiary of the United States, that the imperial and royal ministry of 
justice reports the amount of one thousand florins, deposited by the above-named 
individual as bail, has been declarec.l forfeited and has been withdrawn. 

The ministry of justice further reports that the imperial and royal state attorney at 
Krakow has made motion that the proceedings ag-.:tinst absentees and fngitives, as 
provided in paragraph 421 of the St. P. 0., be applied against Sanl Moerser and that 
the latters defending attorney, Dr. Fischer, has received the bill of indictment for 
embezzlement. 

The undersigned avails, etc., 
WELSERSIJEDfB. 

Fo1· the MiniBilw of Fm·cign .Affa.i1'B. 

JJfrr. Gresha.m to JJfr. Tripp. 

No. 29.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, September 4, 1893. 

Sir: Your dispatch No. J3, of the 1st July last, in regard to the 
arrest of John Benich, a naturalized citizen of the U nite<l States for 
alleged liability to military service, has had my careful attention. 

The facts are stated as follows: John Benich was born at Crikve­
nize, on the Adriatic shore of Croatia, in 1871; emigrated to tlte United 
States in 1885, at the age of 14; resided uninterruptedly in this coun­
try for seven years until October 5, 1892, when he was naturalized 
according to law, before the superior court of Cook County, at C:uicago; 
~oon afterwards accompanied Jtis sick father to his former home in 
Austria; received a passport in due course from the U.S. Legation at 
Vienna, No. 379, April15, 1893; and was arrested about l\iay 16th, at 
Novi, in Croatia, and held for military duty. The case llaving· been 
brought to the attention of the consular agent at Fiume, Mr. Gelle­
tich intervened with the local authorities, particularly with the mili­
tary recruiting commissioner at Fiume, before whom Mr. Benich had 
b-een brought. Mr. Gelletich was informed by tlle commissioner that 
''he does not recognize the convention of September 20, 1870, and 
neither the authority of the U.S. Consular officer." The judicial author­
ities took the same extraordinary view; Beuich was escorted to Pola to 
perform military service. 

In answer to Col. Grant's very clear statement of the case, in his 
note of May 21, Count Welsersheimb replied to you June 23 that John 
Benich had been enrolled in the navy, May 20, to serve for one year; 
that by telegraphic order from the Hungarian minister of defense he 
has bee~ temporarily discharged from active service, ''but that the final 
erasion of his name from the rolls of the army and navy can not take 
the place until full information is on hand relative to his citizenship in 
United States." 

By a later dispatch from Mr. Max J11dd, the consul general at 
Vienna, dated July 10, it would appear tbat the awaited information, 
to which Count Welsersheirnb adverts, was sougl.1t from Mr. Judd by 
the Bezirkvorstand (district cllief) of N ovi, on July 3d, and was fur­
nished by Mr. Judd's giving the date and number of Mr. Benich's 



24 1 FOREIGN RELATIONS. 

passport, a paper whicll, with the original certificate of naturalization, 
had been in the knowledge of the Croatian authorities since May 17, 
when they were submitted in original and translation to the judge at 
N ovi, without avail. 

It is evident, on the facts as shown, that Benich is exempt from 
military service or penalty in Austria-Hungary under the provisions of 
the naturalization treaty with the United States of 1870, for his emi­
gration at the age of 14 makes it impossible that his case could have 
fallen under either of the exceptions of Article II. The contemptuous 
refusal of the recruiting commissioner and the judicial authorities of 
Fiume and Novi to recognize the validity of that treaty can only be 
attributed to sheer ignorance, and it is not supposable that the Austro­
Hungarian Government will' fail to visit its severe displeasure on its 
officials who have thus thrown discredit upon the national good faith, 
or omit proper instructions to them to duly respect the treaty obliga­
tions of the Empire. A voluntary and frank expression of regret in 
this regard is also naturally to be expected. 

The real grievance in the case is one to which attention has lately 
been called in several instances, namely, the refusal of the Austro­
H ungarian authorities to accord respect to the passport, duly issued by 
the lawful agencies of the United States as pr'ima facie attestation of 
the citizenship of the bearer, and therefore, of his treaty rights. I bad 
occasion to notice a peculiarly dilatory and illogical phase of this mat­
ter in the recent case of Moerser, where the man, having been deprived 
of his citizen papers, to which no respect whatever was shown, was 
held to prove his American citizenship. In the present case, the pass­
port and naturalization certificate of Benich have been equally disre­
garded by the judicial and military authorities, who seem to have been 
left free to take whatever course they chose, to independently ascertain 
the citizenship of the party. 

In these, as in many other cases, the Austro-Hungarian officials 
appear to proceed on the intolerable assumption that a foreign passport 
is valueless as evidence per se, and that the true citizenship of an alien 
found within Austrian jurisdiction is to be ascertained by some inde­
pendent municipal investigation having no regard whatever to inter­
national obligations. This assumption is wholly incompatible with the 
universally admitted doctrine that a state is the sole and ultimate judge 
of citizenship of its own dependents, and is, in its sovereign capacity, 
competent to certify to the fact. A passport, in the eye of interna­
tional law, is one of the highest sovereign acts of a state, whereby it 
attests that the holder is a lawful citizen. In the nature of the case it 
must be assumed to be p'rima fa,cie valid until shown to be otherwise. 
This Government can be satisfied with no less degree of respect in 
Austria-Hungary for its sovereign acts, than it shows in the United 
States for. the like sovereign acts of Austria-Hungary. 

This unassailaple ground in no wise impedes the investigatien and 
correction of fraud in matters of international citizenship. Should cir­
cumstances cast a tangible doubt upon the identity of the 1i lder of a 
passport, or impute to him fraud upon the naturalization laws of the 
country which has received him as a citizen, the fullest cooperation 
and redress is immediately at hand. The Government of the United 
States is as deeply interested as the Government of Austria-Hungary 
can be in reaching the truth in such cases. But reasonable ground 
should appear to impugn the solemn evidence borne on the face of a 
passport. The burden of proof is not to be arbitrarily shifted. It is 
neither incumbent upon the bearer to prove his citizenship by extra­
neous evidence at the will of the country of his sojourn; nor upon the . 
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certifying government to support its official attestation of the fact of 
the citizenship by collateral proof under the municipal requirements of 
another country. 

The frequent recurrence of these vexatious denials, by the imperial 
and royal authorities, of the validity of United States passports calls 
for an immediate and sufficient remedy. We claim that they are, on 
their face, entitled to faith and credit. But should the Austro-Hun­
garian authorities have reason to believe that they are fraudulently 
held by others than the persons to whom they were lawfully issued, or 
that the lwlders have obtained naturalization in fraud of the laws of 
the United States, or claim privileges of citizenship not granted by the 
treaty of naturalization between the two countries, the facts should at • 
once be brought to the notice of the Government of the United States 
through its accredited envoy in Austria-Hungary. 

It may be that the Austro-Hungarian Government finds excuse for 
its procedure in the stipulations of the treaty of 1870. If so, this Gov­
ernment must contest that point. That treaty, being a contract between 
equal sovereignties, stipulates that five years' residence in the territory 
of the one, coupled with naturalization, shall constitute full citizenship 
to be duly recug·nized and respected in the territories of the other. 
Naturalization is a sovereign attribute within the sole competence of 
the respective parties and each is competent to certify the fact under 
its own laws. By the laws of the United States a five years' uninter­
rupted residence is essential to the lawful naturalization of all aliens, 
save minor children of naturalized parents (such children residing 
within the jurisdiction of the United States) a.nd honorably discharged 
soldiers, which latter may be naturalized on proving at least one year's 
residence. 

While in these exceptional cases the Austro-Hungarian Government 
may rightly require the facts, there is nothing in the treaty which can 
authorize its ex parte municipal action to that end. It rests with the 
Government of the United States to certify those facts, upon request, 
if need be, and it is equally incumbent upon this Government to press 
no case where citizenship may be ascertained to have been conferred 
and the naturalized Austrian to have quitted the United States within 
the stipulated term of five years. As for the provisions of Article u, 
they are clearly intended to authorize the respective governments to 
apply the penalties in certain specified cases, and the opportunity and 
obligation to prove the facts necessarily rest with the government 
which takes advantage of the right conferred. But the facts so to be 

. shown 3re wholly distinct from any question of citizenship; for the 
returning offender may be punished according to Austro-Hungarian 
law for any of the specified acts of nonfulfillment of military duty 
before emigration, without impugning the validity of his subsequent 
naturalization in conformity with the laws of the United States. 

It is hoped that the incident will have been satisfactorily terminated 
before this reaches you by the full release of John Benich; by the dis­
avowal of the contempt shown by the Croatian authorities for the sov­
ereign acts of the United States under our treaty with Austria-Hun­
gary; by a frank expression of regret; and by the adoption of meas­
ures to prevent the recurrence of so vexatious a class of questions 
and to dispose of any doubtful cases of citizenship by the cooperative 
action of the legation and the foreign office. Should this hope not be 
realized, this instruction will be your guide in pressing the matter 
further to a just and honorable agreement. 

I am, sir, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 
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Mr. Blaine to .Mr. Dockery. 

No. 135.] DEPARTl\fENT oF STATE, 
Washington, 1l1arch 1, 1892. 

• SIR: I inclose copy of a dispatch recently received from our consul at 
Bahia, reporting that on January 11 last the State of Bahia enacted a 
law imposing a duty of 19 per cent on skins exported to the United 
States. 

As by the terms of our reciprocity arrang·ement with Brazil no new 
nor increased export tax can be levied in that Republic on any article 
admitted free into tlw United States, you are instructed to ·bring the 
matter to the attention of the minister of foreign affairs in order that 
the Government may provide for the observance of the stipulations of 
the arrangement. 

I am, etc., 

No. 13.] 

JAMES G. BLAINE. 

[Inclosure 1 in No.l35.] 

Mr. Thomas to M1·. Wharton. 

CoNsULATE oF THE UNITED STATEs, ' 
Bahia, .Tanum·y 23, 1892. (Received February 26, 1892.) 

SIR: I have to state that on the 11th of the present month the legislature of the 
state of Bahia. enacted a law, matle operative by the signature of the governor, 
imposing a duty of 19 per cent upon skins exported to the United States. This 
plainly seems to be in violation of the commercial arrangement entered into between 
the United States ofBrazil and the United States of America, concluded January 31, 
1891, and vromulgated Feuruary 5, 1891. 

By this treaty, skins, with the exception of sheep skins with the wool on, were 
eJtempted from duty and classed on the free list. 

Nearly all of the skins produced in Brazil are exported to the United States. Bahia 
is the only State in Brazil, ~o far as I know, that has imposed this duty, and this 
manifestly unjust tax operates oppressively upon the American merchants who aTe 
engaged in the buying and exportation of skins. The first shipment of skins, aftel' 
the new law went into effect, was on the 22d instant. The merchants interested 
paid the duty under protest, noted in this consulate. A protest has also been filed 
with Consul-General 0. H. Dockery, with the request to bring the matter before the 
General Government. 

Any advices the State Department may transmit to me bearing upon this subject 
will be duly appreciated. 

I am, etc., 
Wl\f. 0. THOMAS, 

U. S. Consul. 

Mr. La10rence to llfr. Blaine. 

No. 228.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STA'l'ES, 
Rio de Janeiro, April 23, 18.92. (Received May 28, 1892.) 

SIR: With reference to increased export tax, levied by the States of 
Bahia and Pernambuco on certain articles exported to the United 

26 
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States, I have the honor to report that I have brought the matter to 
the attention of the Brazilian Government in a note to the minister of 
foreign affairs, and in reply am advised that he will seek an under­
standing with the respective governors, that the protests may be 
attended to. 

I inclose copies of the correspondence. 
I have, etc., 

WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE, 
Charge d' A.ffcdrs ad 'in term. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 228.] 

Mr. Lawrence to .Senhor Con·ea. 

LEGATION 01<' THE UNITED STATES, 
lf-io de Ja·neiro, Apt"il 4, 189:3. 

SIR: I have the honor to bring to the notice of your excellency that complaints 
and protests have been made by exporting merchants of Bahia and Pernambuco of 
the imposition of an increased export tax on merchandise shipped from those cities 
to the United States of America, to wit: 

By the merchants of Bahia, that under the provisions of a law enacted by the 
legislature of that State, on the 11th of January last, they are obliged to pay a duty 
of 19 per cent on all skins exported to the United States of America. 

And by the merchants of Pernambuco, that under a decree qf the junta, on the 1st 
of February last, there has been and is levied au additional tax of 2 per cent on all 
sugars exported from Pernambuco to the United States of America. 

Referring to the commercial arrangement entered into between our respective 
Governments, and which was proclaimed by both on the 5th day of February, 1891, 
in which it is provided by the Government of the United States of Brazil "that no 
increase shall be made in the export tax now in force, whether national, State, or 
municipal, upon any article, the product of Brazil, now on the free list of the tariff 
of the United States of America, so long as such article continues to be acl.lllitted 
free of duty,'' I beg to call your attention to the present tadff law of the United 
States of America, in the third section of which provision was made for "the 
admission into the ports of the United States, free of duty, whether national, State, 
or municipal, of the following articles: Sugars, all not above No. 16, Dutch standard 
in color, all tank bottoms, all sugar drainings and sugar s·.veepings, sirups of cane 
juice, melada, concentrated melada, and concrete and concentratad mola&ses; 
molasses; coffee; hides, raw or uncured, whether dry, salted,"'or pickled; Angora 
goat skins, raw, without the wool, unmanufactured; asses' skins, raw or unmanu­
factured; and skins, except sheep skins, with the wool on." 

As it would therefore appear that the imposing of these duties of export is a viola­
tion of the provisions of our commercial arrangement, my Government has instructed 
me to bring the matter to tbe attention of your excellency, in order that the Govern­
ment of Brazil may provide for the stipulations of the arrangement. 

In presenting the subject to your excellency, I reiterate the assurance of Minister 
Conger that my Government bas entire confidence in the desire and determination 
of the Government of Brazil that the provision of the arrangement shall be faith­
fully executed. 

If, upon investigation, these complaints should prove to be well founded, I will 
thank your excellency to advise me at as early a date as practicable of the action 
taken for tbe relief of these exporters and to secure to all the advantages to which 
they are entitled. 

I avail myself of the occasion to renew to your excellency the assurance of my 
highest consideration. 

WILLIAM H. LAWRENCE, 
Charge d' Affairs ad interm. 
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[Inclosure:: in No. 228-Translation.l 

Senhor Correa to M1·. Latm·ence. 

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
Rio de Janei1·o, April18, 1892. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the note addressed to me by Mr. 
William H. Lawrence, charge d'affaires of the United States of America, on the 4th 
instant, informing me that protests had been made by eertain exporting merchants 
of Bahia and Pernam bnco against an increased tax on merchandise exported from 
those States referred to. 

I will have an understanding with the governors of those States in order that the 
protests may be attended to. 

I renew, etc., 

No. 155.] 

SERZEDELLO CoRRtA. 

JJfr. Bla·ine to llfr. Conger. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
vVashington; June 2, 1892. 

SIR: I have received Mr. Lawrence's No. 228 of April 23 last, stating 
that he bad brought to the attention of the Government of Brazil the 
. action of the State of Bahia in imposing an export tax on skins exported 
to the United States, and that of the State of Pernambuco in imposing 
an export tax on sugars shipped to this country, the action in each 
being in violation of the commercial arrangement between the United 
States and Brazil. Mr. Lawrence's note is approved. 

I am, etc., 
JAMES G. BLAINE. 

Mr. JJfctrlcell to 1lfr. Foster. 

No. 390.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, Febntary 10, 1893. (Reeeived March 27.) 

SIR: Concerning the violations of the reciprocity arrangement, in the 
imposition of an export tax upon skins, by the State of Bahia, which 
has been the subject of correspondence between the Department of 
State and this legation, and last touched upon in Department dispatch 
No. 155, I have the honor to report that the governor of Bahia has 
decided that no such tax can be imposed and that the demands of the 
export merchants for reclamation thereon hold good. The note from 
this legation to the foreign office of April4, 1892, referred to in inclosed 
note of February 9, 1893, the Department already bas in Mr. Lawrence's 
No. 228. 

In appending the recent correspondence up to date, relative to this 
subject, 

I have, etc., 
C. F. MARKELL, 

Charge cl' Affai'i·es ad interim. 



BRAZIL. 29 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 390.] 

Mt·. Gouger to Senhor Souza. 

LEGATION OF THF: UNITED STATES, 
Pet1·opolis, Jannm·y 7, 1893. 

Sm: I beg leave to call tho attention of your excellency to the subject matter of 
the notes from this legation of April 4 and September 19, 1892, and the replies 
of your flistinguishetl predecessors thereto, dated respectively April 18 and Sep­
tember 27, 1892, to wit: the violations by the States of Bahia and Pernambuco of 
the reciprocity arrangement between the Republics of Brazil and the United States 
of America. 

I trust that by this time the Federal Government has been able to so bring this 
matter to the attention of the respective States that further violations of the arrange­
ment will cease, and a satisfactory adjustment be made for the unwarranted taxes 
already collected. In view of the fact that both our Governments must desire the 
faithful execution of the arrangement, in every particular, in order that by fair trial 
its benefits to either may be definitely determined and acknowledged, I will thank 
your excellency for the earliest convenient reply in order that I may furnish my 
Government with accurate information as to the present situation. 

I improve, etc., 
E. H. CONGER. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 390- Translation.] 

Senho1· Souza to Mr. Conger. 

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
Rio de Janei1·o, January 17, 1893. 

SIR: Acknowledging the receipt of the note which Mr. E. H. Conger, envoy extra­
ordinary and minister plenipotentiary of the United States of America, addressed 
to me on the 7th instant, I have the honor to communicate to him that the Feileral 
Government awaits information from the governors of the States of Bahia and Per­
nambuco, which it has just sought with urgency, that definite measures J11lay be 
taken in order that the violations of customs agreement referred to in said note 
may cease in those States. 

I r·enew, etc., 
A. 1<'. PAULA SOUZA. 

[Inclosure 3 in No. 390- Translation.] 

Senhor Souza to M1·. Congm·. 

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
Rio de Jane?'io, February 9, 1893. 

SIR: Referring to the note which on the 17th of the month just passed I directed 
to Mr. E. H. Conger, envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America, I have the honor to inform him that the governor ofBa.hia 
has decided that no impost or taxes whatever can be collected upon skins exported 
to those States, considering as tenable the claims of the export merchants of which 
the note of the legation of Apri14, 1892, treated. 

I reiterate, etc., 
A. F. PAULA SouzA. 

Mr. Markell to JJ[r. Gresham. 

No. 408.) LEGA'l'ION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, JJ1a.rch 13, 1893. (Received April 27.) 

SIR: Touching the subject-matter of my di~patch No. 390 of Feb­
ruary 10 last, I have, in addition thereto, the honor to report that 
as ad vised by the Government of Brazil, copy and translation of said 
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advice herewith inclosed, the State of Bahia is wil1ing to reimburse 
the export merchants for the erroneous taxes paid upon skim;, as soon 
as t1Je amounts of said payments are properly ascertained and pre­
sented. 

The same claims agaim;;t Pernambuco will shortly be presented by 
the Federal Government to the legislative assembly of that State now 
in session. 

I have, etc., 
C. F. MARKELL, 

Charge d' .A.ffaires ad interim.. 

[Inclosure in No. 408-Translation.] 

Seiihor Souza to M1·. Markell. 

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
Rio de Jauei1·o, March 4, 1893. 

In addition to my note of the 9th of the month jnst past, I have tlle llonor to 
inform Mr. Charles F. Markell, charge d 'affaires of the Unitecl States of America, 
that, as advised by tlle governor of Bahia, as soon as recl:tmation of those interests, 
relatiYe to indemnification for t.he payment of duties npon skins exported to the 
:tteferred States is made, the t'ame will be p:tid out of the treasury. Concerning the 
recl~mationl'! of the merchants of Pernambuco, the goYernor of that State is going 
to submit the mattPr to the judgment of the legislative assembly, the opening 
session of which will take place on the 6th instant. 

I renew, etc., 

No. 24i.] 

A. 1.<,. PAULA SOUZA. 

, Mr. Gresha1n to .Afr. Conger. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
lVashington, llfat·ch 30, 1893. 

SIR: Ibave to acknowledge your No. 390ofthe lOth ultimoreportiug 
that, in view of the protest of your legation against the violation of our 
cmmneroial arrangement with Brazil in the imposition by the State of 
Bahia of au export tax on skins, the tax has been removed. 

This information is very satisfactory to the Department, and will be 
communicated to the consul at Bahia who first reported the violation 
to the Department. 

I am, etc., 

No. 250.] 

"'y. Q. GRESHAM. 

Mr. Gresharn to ]}Jr. Conger. 

DEPAR'l'MEN'l' OF STATE, 
Washington, April 3, 1893. 

SIR: I regret to have to inform you of the death in this city, on the 
25th ultimo, of Baron de Aguiar rleAndrada, envoy extraordinary a11d 
minister plenipotentiary from Brazil on a special mission to tbe United 
States. Funeral services were b.eld at St. Matthew's Church on the 
28th ultimo, this Department being represented by several of its offi­
cers, the Secretary of State acting as one of the pall-bearers. Two 
troops of cavalry attended as a guard of honor by order of the Secre-
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tary of War, and the Marine Band was present, rendering appropriate 
funeral music. 

I have addressed notes to Senhor de Mendon~, the Brazilian minis­
ter, and to Gen. Castro de Cerqneira, the special envoy of Brazil, express­
ing the sympathy felt by the President at the death of this eminent 
citizen of Brazil. 

I am, etc., 

No. 419.1 

W. Q. GRESHAM. 

Mr. Conger to Mr. Gresham. 

[Extract.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropol,is, April 3, 1898. (Received May 4.) 

SIR: With reference to the revolution now in progress in the State 
of Rio Grande do Sul, and concerning which the news columns of the 
New York papers ftHIJish such detailed accounts, I bave the honor to 
report that absolutely accurate information is impossible to be obtained 
here, since the li'ederal Government controls the telegraph lines and 
refuses to give out detailed information; but as correctly as can be 
obtained this is the situation: There exist in the State two rival fac­
tions, the one headed by Julio de Casti1hos, the present governor~ and 
the other by Gasper Silveira 1\fartins. The struggle is on the part of 
the latter and his followers to depose the former, and a majority of the 
people of the State are in sympathy with the Silveira Martins party. 

But the uational Government supports Casti.lhos and has sent large 
bodies of troops from this and other varts of the Republic to uphold 
him. 

The Martins forces are not well organized and are very poorly 
equipped, yet their devotion to their cause and their determination not 
to submit to a regime forced upon them by the national Government 
will make their suppressiou a difficult matter by the national forcf3. 
* * * There has already been some severe fighting, with considerable 
loss of life, but the consensus of opinion here among those best informed 
seems to be that the struggle will not last loug and that the national 
troops will be successful and the Castilhos Government be upheld. It is 
possible that when congress convenes, which it will in regular annual 
session the 15th of next month, affairs may assume a different phase, 
bri.t there is nothing to indicate it at present. 

I have, etc., 
E. H. CoNGER. 

Mr. A.dee to Mr. Conger. 

No, 258.) DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, A.pt·il28, 1893. 

SIR: 1 have received Mr. Markell's No. 408 of the 13th ultimo, report­
ing that he has been advised by the Government of Brazil that the 
export duties on skins improperly collected by the State of Bahia will 
be returned to the exporters on presentation of their claims to the treas­
ury of the State, and that similar action will be recommended by the 
governor of Pernambuco to the State legislature. 
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You will express to the Brazilian Government our satisfaetion at the 
action taken by the State of Bahia, and our hope that that of the State 
of Pernambuco will be equally satisfactory. 

TlJe consuls at Bahia and Pernambuco will be advised. 
I am, etc., · 

No. 436.] 

ALVEY A. ADEE, 
... .'lcting Secretary. 

JJfr. Conger to Jlfr. Gresharn. 

[Extract.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, Jl1ay 3, 1893. (Received May 31.) 

SIR: I have to report another important change in the cabinet of 
Vice-President Peixoto. 

On the 27th ultimo Dr. Innocencio Serzedello Correa tendered his 
resignation as minister of finance, and on the 28th Admiral Custodio 
Jose de Mello surrendered the portfolio of marine. 

On the 30th Dr. Felisbello Firmo de Oliviera Freire, the recently 
appointed minister of foreign affairs, was transferred to the ministry of 
finance, still having charge of the forQign ministry ad interim, and 
Admiral Felippe Firmino Rodrigues Chaves was appointed minister of 
marine. 

The reasons given for the resignation of Serzedello Correa were a 
general disagreement with the vice-president on matters of financiat 
'administration. Admiral Custodio de Mello sets forth as his griev­
ances the refusal of the vice-president to adopt his view~ for a settle­
ment of the civil war now in progress in Rio Grande do Sui, and a 
general disposition on the part of the vice-president to manage matters 
without consultation with llim. This is a very serious rupture in the 
vice-president's official family; from the fact that these two resigned 
ministers were the strongest and most influential characters in the cab­
inet, Admiral de Mello llaving been the chief organizer and leader of 
the movement of November 23, 1891, which deposed Marshal Deodora 
from his assumed dictatorship, and restored the legal government with 
Vice-President Peixoto at its head. 

It is also currently reported and believed that both Dr. Serzedello 
and Mello are candidates for the Presidency at tlJe election which must 
take place in March next. 

What the result of this crisis will be can only be conjectured; but as 
the immediate future will shortly disclose it, I shall not offer any 
prophecy. As setting forth more particularly the situation, I inclose 
a copy of au editorial clipped from the Rio News, together with the 
letter of Admiral Custodio de Mello. 

I ha':e, etc., 
E. H. CONGER. 

[Inclosure in No. 436.- Clipping from the Rio News of May 2, 1893.] 

CADINET CHANGES. 

The long impending rupture in the cabinet took place on the 27th, the minister of 
flnan<;e pffering his rasi~nation on that day and the minister of marine withdrawing 

--~~om. the council of wintsters to se.11<l in his resignation on the following day. That ---- ...... 
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dissensions existed bas long been known, and it was also known that they were 
sufficiently serious to make it impo~sible for the cabinet to act harmoniously much 
longer. The resignation of Dr. Limpo d'Abren a fortnight since was of too personal 
a character to indicate the course which other members of the cabinet would pur­
sue, but as it was well known that the ministers were not entirely agreed upon the 
coercive policy begun in Rio Grande it waR certain that the recent policy adopted 
by the minister of war coulcl not fail to bring these differences to an issue. This 
was practically what occurred at the cabinet meeting of the 27th. Instead of 
appearing the minister of finance sent in his resignation, which was based on the 
financial policy of the executive, and the minister of marine withdrew to prepare 
a letter tendering his resignation for the following day. 

The immediate cause of the resignation of the minister of :finance was a commnni· 
cation received by him from the President on Thurstla.y evening containing a mem­
orandum for a decree reforming the tribunal de contas, or annulling its acts in trying 
to restrict public expenditures to the legislative appropriations. The requirements 
of the army in Rio Grande have caused many cxtraordi nary and unauthorized expendi­
tures, and the opposition properly shown by the trilmual to thes~ unwarranted uses 
of the public money led the President io resolve upon its practical dissolution. 
Although Minister Serzedello htl,s not been particularly sensitive over these dicta­
torial acts of authority, he resolved not to be an accomplice in the destruction of so 
necessary a branch of the treasury as this auditing commission. 

In his letter of resignation he first alludes to the critical si:tuation of the treasury 
and to the "urgent measures" which he presented at the last cabinet meeting to 
secure economy in expenditures. Among these were the suppression of advances 
and commissions abroad, a reduction of expenses abroad, the postponement of all 
public works not urgently required, a reduction in the China and Chicago commiss~ 
ions, and the recall of all naval vessels in foreign waters, the expenditures for all of 
which are now increasing the deficit. 

As to the tribunal de conta.s, he considers it the best protection the Treasury can 
have, a.ml for this reason he considers the proposed reform a serious 13rror. Instead 
of auditing accounts and refusing those not regular, or not legal, it will become sim· 
ply a·n instrnment for conferring and registering them, without power to protect the 
treasury against abuses in expenditures. 

The reasons for the resignation of the minister of marine are both political and 
administrative, and as they relate to the civil war in Rio Grande we give them in 
fu1l: 

LETTER OF RESIGNATION OF THE MINISTER OF MARINE. 

RIO DE JA.l~EIRO, Ap1·il28, 1893. 
MARSHAL: Much more than a month ago I had the honor of apprising your excel­

lency, in a cabinet council, of the possibility of a pacific solution of the coll'fiict in 
which Rio Grande do Sul is engaged. My pnrpose was patriotic, and would, by 
means of a conciliation, have relievecl that state of the Republic from a situation 
which has converted it into a perennial source of hatreds and internal discords. 

In order to not disturb the country at a time when the action of the government 
in a time of such political gravity should be homogeneous, I did not at once hand in 
my resignation of the portfolio which I held, and, insisting on the solution proposed 
and which your excellency afterwards undertook to realize, I hoped to see peace soon 
reestablished in that unhappy state. 

ln view, howeyer, of the mission with which the minister of war has been charged 
by your excellency of continuing the conflict which is imbruing Rio Grande do Sui 
with blood, I consider my permanence in the· government unprofitable, since it was 
not permitted me to secure that desideratum of mine for internal policy and public 
peace. 

In a ministerial conference realized on the 20th instant., after hearing me, yonr 
excellency was good enough, in accord with the whole mini1!try, to accef>t my rea­
sons, and then again undertook to transmit your orders in a sense of a pacification. 

After a promise so categorically and twice confirmed, it was not permitted me to 
doubt that it would be at once realized, and therefore, to my amazement,· I was yes­
terday surprised with a declaration in a sense wholly opposed to the preceding under­
takings and solemnly agreed to by your excellency. 

I was and am of opinion that the federal government ought to sustain the gov­
ernors electell by the states. The principle, however, can not be absolute. It admits 
exception~ like all those which ·regulate the guidance of pnblic opinion. It is pub­
licly known and felt that the actual administration in Rio Grande do Sul does not 
represent the majority of our compatriots in that state. It is not a chosen govern­
ment imposed by popular opinion, and under such conditions it is a weak govern­
mPnt, which can only be sustained by the support of the federal military forces. 

Now, marshal, the republican situation needs stability; its institutions need to be 
consolidate<l, and the first condition of steadiness which the Republic stands in need 

Fit-3 
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of is, prcrisely, peace and public tranfJuility, avoiding henceforth and forever these 
i11ternal commotions which disturb our credit and hold the countrJ constantly under 
tho threat of armed agitations and the surpriHes of S<Wguinar.v conflicts. 

I ha,·e within me the unalterable conviction that the revolutionary movement of 
the sonth has no purpose of restoration. At the front of it are to be foun<l historic · 
republicans, whose political traditions exclude every suspicion of an attempt against 
the political institutions of the country. Most of them foup;ht after the conp cl' etat of 
3tl November for the revindication of national honor and dignity, cooperating in the 
great movement of reaction in favor of legality. 

Um1er such conditions it woul<l be a libel to assert that the revolutionists are 
fig·hting to-day for another eause tha,t shall not be a guarantee of the rights and lib­
erties which have been tramplefl nuder foot. vVc onght at least to judge these our 
compatriots with the impartiality which old servitors of the country are entitlecl to 
anfl by their political antecedents. 

You now say that yon can not adopt by suggestion because the constitution is 
opposed to the means that would have to be used to carry it out. 

But, marshal, your excellency must understand that no law can be opposed to 
order, nor be made an obstacle to the progress aml development of a natioll. If our 
constitution is, in your opinion, an obstacle to the pacification of R.io Grande do Snl, 
the executive, whose duty it is to maintain domestic peace and watch over public 
tranfJ.uility, and which .can not, therefore, leave to an armed struggle the fate of the 
whole state, should, in my opinion, in a question of public safety, like that which is 
now agitated, adopt extraordinary and even extra-legal measures to save the coun­
try at all hazards. 

Your excellency thinks that a reconciliation wii;P. the revolutionists may be effected 
after the federal troops have won a victory over the enemy; bnt if yon admit the 
possibility of a conciliation after a battle, why not admit it before a battlef 

·what, then, jnHtifies this blooclshetl ~ Does the Federal army require it~ 
It is assuredly not the blood of immolated brethren that will give it glory and 

luster. 
And who can assure us that this victory is certain~ 'Vho knows what means of 

action are at the disposal of the revolutionists, who certainlyhave the advantage of 
being inured to the effects of the climate which can not fail to decimate our brave, 
intrepid, and valiant northern soldiers. 

And ·what if the revolutionists, whose policy seems to be to wear out our soldiers, 
refuse to give battle f 

You perceive, then, marshal, that you propose a solution that does not correspond 
to the present political emergency, nor find any justification whatever in history. 
Your policy, then, endangers the public weal, aggra·vating a situation that can not 
be maintained and against which protest the simplest precepts of humanity and all 
feelings of republican fraternity. It is a perennial source of evils for the Hepuulic, 
since you indefinitely postpone a just and reasonable solution for a crisis to ,-vhich 
yon should have long since put an end. 

There is another circumstance of great political weight which strengthens my 
purpose of resigning my portfolio, anll that is the want of skill with which, in my 
opinion, the military operations have been conducted !<.nd from which resulted the 
disaster at Alegrete, a <1isaster which will inevitably be followed by others. 

No one more tb an myself~ marshal, Tell(lers homage to the spirit of recti tude w hi~.h 
governs your eon<lnct in public and private life, and which places it above the sus­
picion of any motive not dictated exclusively by your concern for the public weal, 
:.mel it is, consequently, to be regretted that you should retain in the Hepublic of 
Urnguay as a purchasing agent for the army a man who, according to information 
received from trustworthy sources, including a letter from our minister in Monte­
video, is wanting in respectability, and is otherwise unqualified for so responsible a 
position . • 

I regret, I repeat, that the information which has been furnished to you in regard 
to this commissioner does not coincide with that to which I have just referred. 

In afWition to what has herein been set forth, your excellency bas not only failed 
to consult me in regard to matters connected with the revolutionary movement in 
Rio Grande do Sul, but has actually withheld them from my knowledge in a manner 
hi.ghly offensive to the honorable office that I hold. Some of the most important 
acts have been performed without my intervention. 

There has been nothing to justify this treatment, and your excellency can not 
deny that I have displayed the utmost solicitude in affairs of state, offering free and 
loyal support to the head of the Government and giving the republican aclministra­
tjon all the political and moral force which it has needed in the arduous task, 
imposed upon us by circumstances, of upholding the sway of the la.w. Neither my 
political self-respect nor the elevated office which I hold will permit my remaining 
in the position in which your excellency ha.s thus placed me. 

I hold, marshal, that I do not merely share the }JOlitical responsibility of the Gov-
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ernment and of it,s administrative acts; it is my duty as minister to manage pub­
lic affairs and to he responsible for the events that may resnlt from tho manner in 
which they are managed, especially at this period, bristling with difficulties. Thus, 
equally upon the head of the Government and his ministers public opinion is entitled 
to exercise the right of criticism and censnre. I can not, then, submit to the r6lc of 
an automaton, nor will a repnblican administration find worthy men who will sacri­
fice the nobility of their political mandate to an office which does not elevate, bnt 
degrades; which 1loes not ennoble, but humiliates. 

l<'or these reasons I present my resignation; but outside of the Government I will 
contimw to serve the Republic, upholding its institutions and legally constitute<! 
authorities, with the same devotion, fortitude, and loyalty with which I have smTed 
it as minister. 

·with the utmost respect and esteem I have the honor to sign myself, 
Your friend, admirer, and obedient servant, 

No. 442.] 

CusTODIO DE MELLO • 

.1lir. Conger to ~lr. Grc8lwm. 

IJEGATION OF 'l'HE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, JJ1ay 13, 1893. (Hece.ived Jmie 9.) 

SIR: I have the honor to report tllat I have this day been requested 
by his excellency Felisbello Freire, minister of foreign affairs, to 
express to you the gratitude of his excellency the Vice-President of 
the Republic of Brazil fo.r the courtesies manifested at the obsequies 
of the late Baron Andrada. 

I trausmit herewith copies and translation of correspondence touch­
ing the subject between the foreign office and this legation. 

I have, etc., 
E. H. CONGER. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 442.] 

M1·. Conger to Senhor Frei1·e. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, May 4, 18tJ3. 

SIR: I have the honor to inclose herewith a copy of a dispatch just received from' 
the Department of State in Washing-ton, giYing official notice of the death of the 
distinguished Brazilian citizen, Baron de Aguiar de Andrada, envoy extraordinary 
and minister plenipotentiary from Bra.zil, on a special mission to the United States 
of America, and giving an account of the funeral services and the representation of 
my Govemmcnt therein. . 

·with l-lincere personal sympathy for this great loss to Brazil, I reitera tc, etc., 
E. H. CoNGER. 

[Inclosnre 2 in No. 4.42.-Translation.] 

&nhor Freire to Mr. Conger. 

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
Rio de Janeiro, .May 11, 1893. 

I acknowledge receipt of the note which Mr. Ed win H. Conger, envoy extraordi­
nary and minister plenipotentiary of the United States of America, addressed me on 
the 4th instant, transmitting copy of a dispatch in which his Government notified 
him of the death of Sr. Baron de Ag-uiar de Andrada. 

In view of this information I beg you, 1\_ir. Minister, to present to Mr. Gresham 
the gratitude of the Sr. Vice-President of the Republic for the courtesies mentioned 
in said dispatch extended to the late diplomat and at his funeral. 

I have the honor to reiterate, etc., 
FELISBELLO FREIRE, 
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Mr. Conger to Mr. Greshmn. 

No. 446.] LEGATION OF 'l'HE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, JIJcty 26, 1893. (Received June 19.) 

SIR: In addition to the information contained in my dispatch No. 436, 
of the 3d insta,nt, I have to report the introduction in the House of 
Deputies on the 24th instant of formulated charges again~t Vice-Pres­
ident Peixoto, with a demand for his impeachment. These articles are 
signed by Deputies Sea bra, from the State of Bahia; Oriques, from the 
Federal District, and Espirito Santo, from Pernambuco, and charge 
the Vice-Presiden~ with numerous violations of the constitution and 
laws, to wit, declaring martial law without warrant, improperly inter­
fering in state affairs, carrying on unnecessary war, squandering the 
public funds, compulsory recruiting for the army and navy, chartering 
banks of emission, ignoring legal tribunals, etc. 

These charges have been referred to a committee, and since the house 
is pretty evenly divided between the Vice-President's supporters and 
the opposition, the outcome is uncertain. _ 

There is very strong opposition in Rio de .Janeiro to the Vice-Presi­
dent's policy in Rio Grande do Sul, and because a very large part of 
the army is now absent, engaged in the Rio Grande war, a general feel­
ing of uncertainty and anticipation of trouble prevails here; but at 
present nothing definite can be predicted. Shou]d events warrant, 
~owever, I will cable. 

I have, etc., 
E. H. CONGER. 

JJfr. Conger to llfr. Gresham. 

No. 448.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, Jnne 2, 1893. (Received July 3, 1893.) 

SIR: Notwithstandiug the promise of the minister of foreign affairs, 
communicated to you in my dispatch of April19, that the collection 
of duties on wheat flour from the United States should cease, com­
plaints were made to me by the importers here that the so-called 
expedie1tte duties were still demanded. I therefore again persist,eutly 
presented the matter to the minister of foreign affairs, with the 
result that finally an order has been issued to the. customs authorities 
by the minister of finance t9 the end that such collections on all 
articles agreed to be a(lmitted free under the reciprocity arrangement 
shall stop, and the terms of the arrangement be vigorously main­
tained. I inclose copies of all correspondence with the -foreign office 
ou the subject since my dispatch of April19. 

I have, etc., 

[Inclosure 1 iu No. 448. ] 

Mr. Conge1' to Senhm· Freire. 

E. H. CONG~R. 

LEGATION OF THE UNI'fED STATES, 
Petropolis, May 1, 1893. 

SIR: I regret that I am obliged to call the attention of your excellency to the 
fact that, notwithstanding the information contained in note No. 11 from your min­
istry of April 12, that the collection of lluties ou wheat flour from the United 
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States of America shall cease in the custom-houses of Brazil, yet such duties are 
still demanded and collected. 

Messrs. Levering &. Co., of Hio de Janeiro, complain to me by letter of April 29, a 
copy of which I inclose, that on the 28th ultimo they were compelled to pay duties 
on 1,100 barrels of flour, and I am notified by other importers that they are daily 
expecting shipments upon which the authorities must collect same tax, unless com­
petent instructions a-re issued for their free entry. In order to avoid further com­
plaints and reclamations, I confidently trust that such measures may be taken as 
will early accomplish the just determination of the Brazilian Government as 
expressed in the said note of April the 12th to carry out the spirit and letter of tbe 
reciprocity arrangement. 

·with pleasure I improve the occasion, etc., 
E. H. CONGER. 

[Inclosnre 2 in No 448-Translation.] 

Senlw1· Freire to M1·. Conger. 

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
Rio clc Janei1·o, May c, 1893. 

Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of tlte note of the 1st instant, 
by which Mr. E. H. Conger, envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of 
the United States of America, reclaims against the continuance of collections by the 
Brazilian custom-houses of the expediente tax on wheat flour exported from his 
country. I go to have an understanding with the minister of finance for the purpose 
of replying definitely to Mr. Conger, to whom I reiterate the protests of my high cou­
siueration. 

FELISBELLO FREIRE. 

[InclosureS in No. 448.) 

Mr. CongeT to Senho1· F1·ei1·e. 

LEGATION OF Tim UNITED STATEs, 
P{Jt1·opolis, Nay 15, 1893. 

Sm: In conseg nence of continued complaints from the shippers of wheat flour 
from the United States of America of the collection of duties, by the Brazilian cus­
toms authorities, on wheat flour from the United States of America, in violation of 
the expreAs terms of the reciprocity arrangement, I am constrained to again ask 
yom excellency if the eaTly execution of the decision expressed in the notes from 
yonr ministry of April12 and May 6, respectively, is not possible. 

I can well understand how overwhelming must be the management of the two 
great portfolios of which your excellency has charge; and yet the fact that these 
departments control the subject-matter under discussion may render the problem 
easy of solution. 

Again expressing my confidence in the purpose of your excellency and the Bra­
zilian Government to faithfu1ly carry out the stipulations of the treaty, 

I reiterate, etc., 
E. H. CONGER. 

[Inclosure 4 in No. 448-Translation.] 

Senlwr F1'ei1·e to MT. Con.rJe1'. 

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
Rio de Janei'l'o, May 31, 1893. 

Sm: In reply to the note which Mr. E. H. Conger, envoy extraordinary and min­
ister plenipotentiary of the United States of America, addressed to me on the 15th 
instant, I have the honor to inform him that the minister of finance has already 
ordered the inspectors of customs to take measures to the end that the Americau 
products mentione(l in aTticle 1 of decree No. 1338 of February 5, 1891, should be 
despatched free of all and whatever duties. 

I improve, etc., 
FELISBELLO PHEIRE. 
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[Inclosure 5 in No. 448.] 

Mt·. Conger to Senhor Freire. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATICS, 
Pet1·opolis , .[wne 1, 189R. 

Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your excellency's note of the 31st 
ultimo, with information that the inspectors of customs have been instructed to dis­
patch free of all duties the products mentioned in article 1 of decree No. 1338 of 
Febmary 5, 1891. This determination on the part of the Brazilian Goverument to 
vigorously maintain the GOIHlitions of the reciprocity arrangement will be duly 
:.tppreciated by my Government. . 

Thanking your excellency for your prompt personal attention to the matter, I 
again assure you, etc., 

No. 453.] 

E. H. CONGER. 

l!Ir. Conger to 1lfr. Gresham. 

LEGA'l'ION OF 'l'HE UNI'l'ED STATES, 
PetropoUs, (Tune 9, 1893. (Received July 3.) 

SIR: Adverting- to my· dispatch, No. 446, of the 26th ultimo, I have to 
report that the llouse of Deputies, on yesterday, by a vote of 93 to 52, 
refused to present articles of impeachment ag-ainst Vice-President 
Peixoto. 

I have, etc., 

No. 277.] 

E. H. CONGER. 

llfr. Gresham to llfr. Conger. 

DEPARTMENT OF STA'J'E, 
Wa-shington, July 5, 1893. 

SIR: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your No. 448 of . the 2d 
ultimo, and am gratified to learn of the success of your efforts to obtain 
the removal of the expediente tax on wheat flour, and an assurance from 
the Gover11ment of Brazil that the tax on all free articles mentioned in 
the reciprocity arrangement should cease. 

I am, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 

},fr. Gresham to JJir. Conger. 

No. 283.) DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, J~tly 18, 1893. 

SrR: I transmit a copy of letters representing that the Brazilian 
Government owning the telegraph lines along the Brazilian coast has 
prohibited al1 cipher messag-es from the United States to Brazil, while 
allowing messages in cipher to be sent from Brazil to the United States. 

The restriction is not only an onerous fetter upon legitimate com­
merce, and quite unusual in the intercourse of trading nations, but is 
singular in permitting cipher messages to pass in one direction, yet not 
in the other. Efforts should be made to have it altogether removed; 
but if this be impossible, the expedient suggested by the writers, of 

/ 



BRAZIL. 39 

lodging with the Government officers their cipher codes, might be 
resorted to, although objectionable in many respects and open to the 
charge that it would operate as a censorship and be calculated to embar­
rass the operations of American importers, who, as the Government is 
aware, take a very large proportion of the staple exports of Brazil. 

I am, etc., 
W. Q. GRESIIAl\1. 

--,-

[Inclosure 1 in No. 283.) 

M1·. SeligsbeTg to JJ[r. Gresham. 

TnE COFFEE ExcHANGE OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK, 
58 Beaver street, Kew Y01·k, Jnly 13, 1893. (ReceiYed Jnly 14.) 

SIR: The Brazilian GoYernment, owning the telegraph lines along the Brazilian 
coast, has prohibited all ci1)her clispatclles from the United States to Brazil, while 
allowing messages in cipher to be sent from Brazil to the United States. This places 
our merchants, and especially the coffee trade of tlle United States, at a great dis-
advantage and under heavy expense. . 

I respectfully submit to your consideration, in behalf and under instructions of 
the boanl (\f managers of this exchange, the feasibility of inducing the Brazilian 
Government to so modify the prohibition as to allow merchants in Brazil, correspond­
ents of American merclHtnts, to lodge with the propor Government offi.cers in Brazil 
their cable or cipher codes in use in their telegraphic correspondence, nnd to per­
mit recipient!'! of messages to translate them in the presence and under the <liroction 
of the proper officials. 

Very respectfully, 
(SEAL.] LOUIS SELIGSBERG, 

Sec1·etco·y. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 283.) 

M1·. EclceTt to Mr. Gresham. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE WESTERN UNION 'l'ELEGRAPII COl\IPA~Y, 
New York, July 14, 1893. (Receivecl.Jnly 15.) 

DEAR SIR: The Government of Brazil has iss ned instructions, on acconnt of pol iti­
cal disturbances, forbidding the use of cipher or code words in telegrams sent to Bra­
zil. As ciphers or codes have always been in universal use by the commercial public 
for cable messages, these instructions can not but resnlt in great inconvenience and 
in the restriction of business. 

Tho Coffee ~xchange at New York informs me that it has therefore written to you 
a request that your Department rnay endeavor to induce the Brazilian Government 
to so modify its instructions as to permit correspondents of Americau merchants to 
lodge with the proper Government offici::tls their cable or ci11her codes, and to permit 
the addressees of the messages to translate them in the presence and under the direc­
tion of the proper Government officials. The Excbange also asks that the "\Vestern 
Union Telegraph Company shall imlorse its request. As the action of the Brazilian 
Government will naturally have an influence upon the volume of cable messages, I 
shall he very glad if you will exercise such powers as your Department may have in 
favor of the request of the Coffee Exchange. 

I have, etc., 
THOS. T. ECKERT. 

llfr. Conger to JJ[r. Gresharn. 

No. 468.] LEGATION OF THE UN'TTED STA':I'ES, 
Petropolis, JruJy 21, 18.93. (Heccived August 18.) 

SIR: In addition to my dispatch (No. 419) of April3 last I hav~ the 
honor to report tha,t the struggle in Rio G-rande do Sul has since tlmt date 
been progressiug with no material change in the geueraJ situation. 
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Several battles have been fought with varying success on each side, no 
important advantage, however, having been gained by either. 

But on the. 6th instant Admiral W andenkolk, one of the foremost 
officers of the Brazilian navy, now retired and a member of the national 
senate from the federal district, who for the past three months has been 
vibrating between Buenos Ayres, Monteviedo, and the Rio Grande 
frontier, undoubtedly advising and counseling the revolutionists or 
federalists, as they call themselves, took possession, either by previous 
purchase or seizure (it has not yet developed which), at Montevideo, 
of a Brazilian merchant vessel, the Jupiter, embarked thereon several 
hundred pretended emigrants, with a full equipment of firearms, includ­
ing small artillery and ammunition, and proceeded at once to Rio 
Grande do Sui, in front of which city he arrived on the 9th. 

'.rhere be took possession of a couple of smaH Brazilian war vessels 
and several merchant ships, issued a proclamation to his comrades in 
the navy, inviting them to join, and in the name of "liberty" urging 
them to support him, and prepared to attack the city. 

The authorities there, however, immediately trained the land batteries 
on the fieet with such effect that it was compelled, after three days of 
maneuvering, to withdraw, the J~tpiter sailing north towards Desterro, 
and the other vessels either returning to their former positions in the 
harbor of Rio Grande or scattering elsewhere. 

There is no doubt that a simultaneous attack by the revolutionary 
land forces, under Gen. Gumerscindo Saraiva, bad been agreed upon, 
but a failure on their part to reach the coast and cooperate in the attack 
rendered W audenkolk's efforts fruitless. In the meantime the National 
Government had dispatched the cruiser Republica and the steamer San­
tos from Rio de Janeiro, with instructions to capture or sink the Jupiter. 
The Republica came up with her on the 15th near Oanavieiras, on the 
coast of Santa Catherina, where she immediately surrendered, and with 
Admiral W andenkolk and such of his followers as had not already 
escaped, on board, was brought to Rio de Janeiro, arriving on the 20th. 

Wandenkolk was at once confined in Fort Santa Cruz and a naval 
commission appointed to make a preliminary inquiry, which is expected 
to hold its first session to-day. 

A. resolution has also passed the Senate calling upon the Executive 
for the reasons, etc., of the arrest of one of its members . . 

There exists here a very general sentiment of unrest and uneasiness, 
coupled with a feeling of bitter opposition to Vice-President Peixoto 
for continuing· what is deemed an unjust war and it useless waste of 
})Ublic money. Yet this is now somewhat alleviated by the hope that 
since this successful capture he will be willing to enter into negotia­
tions for some sort of compromise, he having heretofore said that be 
was only delaying such negotiations until some substantial victory on 
the part of theN ational Government had been achieved. It is expected 
that an annoying question will arise with the Government of Uruguay 
in reference to the arming and equiping the J~tpiter at Montevideo; but 
it is believed that it can be diplomatically ·and amicably settled. 

I have, etc., 
E. H. CONGER. 



BRAZIL. 41 

JJlr. Adee to JYir. Conger. 

[Telegram.] 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
lVashington, Jtttly 27, 1893. 

Mr. Adce, Acting Secretary, communicates to 1\fr. Conger a report 
that cipher messages from the U11ited States to Brazil are prohibited 
by tl1e Government of that cOtrntry, whicll, however, allows them to be 
trausmitted from Brazil to the United States. He remarks that legit­
imate commerce is hampered by this restriction which, besides being 
singular in permitting the transmissi.on of cipher messages in one direc­
tion and not in the other, is unusual in the intercourse oftradiug nations. 
He instructs him to use every effort toward the absolute removal of the 
burdensome discrimination on the trade of the United States, whither 
so many Brazilian products are imported, and adds that, as a last regort, 
be may adopt the expedient, objectionable though it be, that the mer­
chants suggest, and which is already :i.n operation at Pernambuco, of 
l1aving their codes deposited with tile autllorities of Brazil and their 
messages translated by the receivers. 

lJir. ·Conger to JJ1r. Gresham. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGA'l'ION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, J'lrly 29, 1893. 

Mr. Conger announces the removal of restrictions on commercail 
messages sent in cipher from the United States. 

Jllr. Conger to Jlfr. Gresham. 

[Extract.) 

LEGATION OF .TilE UNITED STA':l'ES. No. 474.] 
Petropolis, July 31, 1893. (Received Decembe1· 11.) 

SrR: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your cipher tele­
gram of the 27th inst. Upon receiving your telegram I at once, on the 
29th instant, proceeded to Rio de Janeiro, and as the result of an 
interview with the minister of foreigh 'affairs, in which I presented 
the matter as forcibly as I could, he promised to submit the question 
to a cabinet meeting to be held the same afternoon, press its favorable 
solution, and telegraph me the decision in the evening, which he did, 
saying: · 

Cipher communications will be reestablished between the United States of 
America, this capital, and the States of the North. 

I have to-day addressed the minister a note asking that Santos be 
included in the permitted list, presuming its omission was an over­
sight. 

I have, etc., 
E. H. CoNGER. 



42 FOREIGN RELATIONS. 

Mr. Conger to 1Jftr. Greshmn. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, Aug~cst 3, 1893. 

Mr. Conger announces that for the present cipher messag-es can not 
l>e sent from the United States to Santos. 

No. 481.] 

Mr. Conger to 1Jfr. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF 'l'HE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, A~tg1tst 19, 1893. (Received Sept. 19.) 

Sn~: With reference to the claim of Messrs. Charles Ahrenfeldt & 
Son of New York, for refund of transit tax wrongfully levied on their 
rubber' by the State of Amazonas, the subject-matter of Department 
dispatches Nos. 235 and 278, I have the honor to report that on l\'Iarch 
27 last I called the attention of the minister of foreign affairs to the 
matt.er, and he replied that he would at once telegraph to the governor 
of Amazonas in regard to it. I also wrote our consular agent at Manaos 
asking if any action had yet been taken by that State government. 
He replled that no appropriation for the purpose llad yet been made, 
but that the legislature would meet in the middle of June, and he was 
informed by the governor that it was expected the necessary appropria­
tion would be made. 

On receipt of your No. 278, I again addressed the minister of foreign 
affairs on the subject in a note, copy of which I inclose, and have to­
day received his reply (copy and translation inclosed), in which he says 
he has received no information from the government of Amazonas, 
although having telegraphed thence three di1ferent times, but he would 
again can the attention of that government to the question and ask 
for its speedy settle~ent. 

I have, &c., 
E. II. CONGER. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 481.] 

M1·. Conge1· to Senhor Pe1·eim. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, Llvgttst 12, 1893. 

SIR: Pursuant to instructions this day received from the Department of Stat~, I 
have the honor to call your excellency's attention to the claim of Messrs. Charles 
Ahrenfeldt & Son for the refnnd of a transit tax improperly levied and collected by 
the State of.Amazonas on ruboer passing through that State during the year 1891, 
which seems to be still unpaid. · 

On the 10th of April, last, I received a note from your excellency's predecessor 
saying that be bad telegraphed the governor of Amazonas in regard to it. 

May I ask your excellency what, if any, reply bas been received, in order that I 
may make to my Government a correct report as to the pror;pect of an early pay­
ment. 

I again offer, etc., etc., 
E. H. CONGER. 
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[Inclosure 2 iu No. 481- 'l'ranslation.] 

Senlw1· Pe1·eim toM. Conger. 

MINISTRY 01•' FOimiGN AFFAIRS, 
Rio de Ja.neiro, .Aug'ust 18, 1893. 

I lHwe receivecl the note which Mr. E. H. Conger, envoy extraordinary and minister 
plenipotentiary of the Unitefl States of America, addressed me on the 12th instant, 
and in reply I communicate to him that as yet I have received no information from 
tlw government of the State of Amazonas in respect to the reclamation of Charles 
Ahrenfcldt & Son relative to the illegal duties collected upon cargo of rubber in 
transit. 

I will call the attention of the aforesaicl government to the telegrams sent it· on 
the lOth of April, 7th of June, and lOth of July of this year, and request a speedy 
settlement ofthe question. 

I have, etc., 
Jo. FELIPPE PEREmA. 

lJfr. Conger to Mr. Greshc~m. 

I Telegram.] 

LEGA'l'ION OF 'l'IIE UNITED STA'l'ES, 
Petropolis, A 1cgust 30, 1893. 

Mr. Conger announces that the interdiction of cipher messages to 
.Sautos has been removed. 

lJfr. Conger to lJ1'r. Gresha.rn. 

[Extract.] 

No. 485.) LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
.Pctropolis, A 1cgust 30, 1893. (Heceived September 26, 1893.) 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of dispatch No. 283 
of Ju1y 18, 1893, with inclosed copy of letters representing the prohi­
bition by the Brazilian Government of cipller telegrams from the United 
States to Brazil, and your instructions in reference thereto. 

Acting upon your telegraphic instructions of July 27, I at once secured 
the removal of the restrictions to all ports except Santos, as reported 
in my dispa,tch No. 474 of July 31 last. I llave now to report the 
removal of tlle restriction as to that city, and inclose llerewith copies 
and translations of all the correspondence with the foreign office on 
the subject. 

I have, etc., 
.E. H. CONGER. 

[Inclosure lin No. 485.] 

M1·. Conger· to Senho1· Pereira. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
Pet1·opolis, July 81, 1893. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowlerlge the receipt of your excellency's telegram of 
the 29th instant, informing me that cipher communications would be reestablished 
between the United States of America., this capital, and States of the North. 

I heg you1,;. ex~llency to accept ruy sincere -personal thanks for the prompt and 
willing attention to this matter, ancl I feel sure my Government will experience 
genuine pleasUl'e in the report of its speedy and favorable solution. 
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May I ask if it was not intended that Santos also should be included in the per­
mitted listY The magnitude of the coffee trade between that port and New York 
makes it almost as important in this particular as Rio de Janeiro. 

I take pleasure in proffering to your excellency the assm;anees of my highest con­
sideration. 

E. H. CONGER. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 48:J-Tr:mslation.] 

Senhor Pereira to Mr. Conge1·. 

MINISTilY OJ? FOHlUGN AFFAIRS, 
Rio de .Jauei1·o, Ang11st 2, 1893. 

I have before me the note which Mr. E. H. Conger, envoy extraordinary and minis­
ter plenipotentiary of the U11ited States of America, addressed me on the 31st ultimo, 
thanking me for the notice of the reestablishment of cipher telegraphic communica­
tions b~tween his country, this capital, and the States of the North. 

As to tbe request which the Mr. Minister formulates in respect to Santos, I regret 
to say to him it is not possible, however, to extend to that city the measure men­
tioned. 

I improve the opportunity to have, etc., 
J 0. FILIPPE PEIU~lRA. 

[Inclosure 3 in No. 485.] 

M1·. Conger to Senho1· Pe1·ei1·a. 

LEGATION OF Tim UNITED STATES, 
PetropoUs, August 3, 1893. 

Sm: Acknowledging receipt of your excel1m10y's note of the 2d instant, with infor­
mation tbat it is not possible to extend tbe privilege of cipher commnnication from 
the United Stn,tes of America to the city of Sa.ntos, I beg to inquire if it is not pos­
sible that some plan may be devised whereby the merchants of Santos may deposit 
their cipher codes with some trusted and intelligent Brazilian official of that city, 
an(Lhave all messages delivered to him for translation. 

Even this course is objectionable, yet it will save much of the annoyance ana ex­
pense of a total prohibition, and I trust your excellency's Government will find its 
adoption both possible and convenient. 

I improve the occasion to renew, etc., 
E. H. CONGER, 

[Inclosure 4 in No. 485-'I.'ranslatiml.] 

Senhor Perei1·a to ]b·. Conger. 

MINISTRY OF FORBJGN AFFAIRS, 
Rio cZe Jltneiro, August 5, 1893. 

I acknowledge the receipt of the note which Mr·. E. H. Conger, envoy extraordi­
nary and minister plenipotentiary of the United States of America, aclclressed me 
on the 2tl instant, asking if it was not possible to permit, with reference to the 
American merchants of Santos, some measure, by virtue of which their cipher code 
might be placed in the hands of some Brazilian official in that city to whom should 
be delivered all telegraphic dispatches for translation. 

I have to-clay addressed upon this subject the ministry of industry, communica­
tion, and public works. 

I have, etc., 
Jo. FILIPPE PEREIRA. 
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[Inclosure 5 in No. 485.] 

Mr. Conger to Senho1' Pereim. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
J>et1'opolis, A'lignst 16,1893. 

Sm: Referring to the note of the 5th instant, in which your excellency informs 
me that you had on that, date addressed your colleagm•, the minister of industry, 
communication, and public works, upon the proposition to permit ciplwr telegrams 
from the United States of America to the city of Sautos, ::~oil have all t>nch telegrams 
translated by a Brazilian official, as suggeste(l in my note of tl1e 3ll instant. I am 
constrained by the great importance of the question to inquire of your excellency 
if tile matter has not yet been determined. 

Hoping for an enrly and favorable reply, 
I improve the occasion to renew, etc., 

[Inclosure 6 in No. 4.85-Translation.] 

Senhor Pereim to M1·. C01tger. 

E. H. CONGER. 

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 
Rio de Janeh·o, .Angust 27, 1893. 

The note which Mr. E. H. Conger, envoy extraordinary and minister plenipoten­
tiary of the United States of Amerka, addressed me on the 16th instant, with refer­
ence to means for facilitating the reception of cipher telegrams, sent from the saicl 
States to the city of Santos, was duly received. 

The question having been submitted to the ministry of industry, communication, 
and public works, he took the opinion of the director general of telegraphs. From 
him he learn!$ that the foreign telegraph service North in secret language has been 
reestablished, there remaining, however, the requirement of translating into plain 
language the correspondence between Brazil and the Republics of the Plate, which 
determination was duly communicated to the central bureau of telegraphic admin­
istmt,ions in Berne. 

If meanwhile there should still be refnsecl in the United States of America cipher 
telegrams for Brazil, will the Mr. Minister inform mo to the eud that the director 
general of telegraphs may provide such remedy us the case may rcq uire ~ 

I have, etc., · 
J o. FILIPPE PEREIRA • 

.1.1Ir. Thompson to llfr. Grcshmn. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
retropolis, September 6', 1893. (~eceived September 7.) 

Mr. Thompson reports that the navy of Brazil has revolted, assumed 
complete control over the harbors, and seized all the war vessels. It 
has made no attack but threatens, unles . .; the vice-president resigns, 
to bombard Rio de J auciro. 

1Jfr. Thompson to 1Jl1·. Greslut1n. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, Septmnber 7, 1893. (Received September 9.) 

Mr. Thompson reports that on the previous night the representa­
tives of France, Great Britain, Germany, Italy, and Portugal all, with 
himself, declined, for the purpose of maintaining a strict reserve with 
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regatd to political events in Brazil, to attend a conferei1Ce to which 
they had been invited by the vice-president of Brazil in which meas­
ures to adopt in the event of bombardment were to be discussed with 
him. 

Mr. Thompson to Jlfr. Gresham. 

No.3.] LEGATION OF TilE UNI'l'ED STA'l'ES, 
Petropolis, September 7, 1893. (Received October 6.) 

SIR: In confirmation of my telegram same date I am sorry to report 
that on September 6 a note was received from the foreign minister 
informing me that a part of ~he squadron had revolted, ma11ifesting open 
hostility against the legal government of Brazil, and is still in prog­
ress, this being the sixth day. Admiral Jose Custodio de Mello, of the 
Brazilian navy, is commander of the revolting squadron. He has pos­
session of the Brazilian war ships Aquidaban, J~tpiter, and Rep1tblica, 
and a number of merchant vessels which have been seized in the har­
bor of Rio. 

The Government has possession of Fort Santa Cruz, which com­
mands the entrance to the harbor of Rio de Janeiro, and the army is 
apparently loyal to the legally constituted authorities. The revolting 
squadron controls the inner harbor to within a · limited distance of the 
shore line, which is defended by artillery, infantry, and police forces. 
Some desertions are reported from the revolting naval forces. Foreign 
powers are represented in the harbor by ships of war as follows: Eng­
land, 3; France, 1; Italy, 1; Portugal, 1. Congress is supporting the 
Government. Local trade on land continues as usual; foreign com­
merce l1as been entirely suspended until to-clay, when restrictions on 
telegraphic communications were partly removed. One French ship 
commenced to discharge cargo to-day. No shipments to foreign ports 
have been made since the revolt commenced. Desultory firing has 
been kept up between the opposing naval and land forces, resulting in 
some deaths and considerable damage to property. No interfermJCe 
with railroad communication has occurred. The supply of coal is lim­
ited. 

I have, e~c., 
Tnos. L. Tnol\IPSON • 

.JJir. Thompso·n to Jlfr. Gresham. 

[Telegram.] 

I.~EG.A.TION OF THE · UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, September 8, 1893. (Received September 9.) 

Mr. Thompson suggests that a war vessel of the United States be 
sent at once, declaration of martial law having been authorized by the 
Congress of Brazil. 
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lJ,fr. G't·eshan~ to llfr. Thompson. 

[Telegram.] 

DEP AR'l'MENT OF STATE, 
ffT ashington, September 8, 1893. 

l\fr. Gresham instructs l\Ir. Thompson to concert with other legations 
and make by separate note representations to the Brazilian Government 
in regard to the suspension of telegraphic intercourse, by which, espe-
eially at this time, commerce suffers serious injury. · 

JJfr. Gresham to JJ[r. Th01npson. 

[Telegram.] 

DEPARTMENT OF S'l'ATE, 
¥Vctshington, September 9, 189u. 

Mr. Gresham informs Mr. Thompson that the U.S. S. Detroit haR 
been ordered to proceed to Rio de Janeiro and that the Charleston will 
probably arrive there on this day. 

JJ[r. Th01npson ·to JJfr. Gresham. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED S'l'ATES, 
Petropolis, Scptentber 11, 1893. (Received September 12.) 

1\fr. Thomp~on announces that all telegrams viseed by the minister 
of marine and written in plain language may be tran$mitted from this 
day. 

JJfr. Thompson to 1lfr. GJ-esham. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF 'l'HE UNITED STATES, 
Rio de Jcune,iro, September 11, 1893. 

Mr. Thompson reports that martial law has been declared and that 
commerce and trade are suspended. 

JJlr. Thompson to JJ.Ir. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF THE UNI'l'ED STATES. 
Petropolis, September 11, 1893. (Received Octobe,r 6.) 

No.4.] 

SrR: I have the honor to transmit herewith copy of the proclamation 
of Admiral Oustodiq Jose de Mello, who is the leader of the revolution­
ary movement now in progress. 

I have, etc., · 
Trros. L. THOJ\IPSoN. 
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[Inclosure in No. 4.-From the .Jornal do Uommereio.-Translatiou.] 

Aclrni1·al de Mello's proclamation to his fellow-citizens. 

FELLOW-CITIZENS: The revolutionary movement of the :'.3d of November bad no 
other object than the restoration of constitutional government and the·free action of 
the constituted powers which the coup d'etat of the 3d of November destroyed, to 
the general consternation of the nation and especially of all those who were respon­
sible for the establishment of the repuulican government. 

'l'he dictatorship of the 3d of November seemed to be utterly irresponsible in the 
administration of the finances of the Republic; if, on the one hand, it aroused uneon­
fe::.sed ambitions and less legitimate self-interest, on the other it lowered the national 
character, making it riclicnlous, and gave the impression that the nation, incapable 
of creating free institutions aml of living in its own shade, would snbmit, subdued 
and without protest, against an autocracy that covered us with indignity and humil­
iation. 

You are aware of the part that fell to me, determined by the events which occurred 
in this memorable period of revolutionary operations against the arbitrariness of 
power; I served the cause of the public welfare on the 23d of November; I filled 
with honor as a soldier and with a comprehension of my civic duties as a Brazilian 
the post which my country had a right to exact. 

And if since that day some particles of public authority descended to my modest 
hearth, it was not from suggestion of my own~ but from those of political responsi­
bility which the vicissitudes of the revolution determined, creating a new state of 
affairs. 

As long as I was in the government I tried to maintain my patriotic views, sus­
taining, with irrefutable logic, the supremacy of the constitution and submission to 
the laws. Not a single day passed that, as minister, I was not on the alert for the 

. advancement of public right and freedom against an invasive and absorbent form of 
administration, which, joining in its hands all the political functions of the nation, 
all the emblems of popular sovereignty, attempted by arbitrariness and transgres­
sion of power to climb all the steps of political control and to annul all constitu­
tional privileges. 

Against the constitution and against the integrity of the nation itself the chief of 
the executive power put the national army into movement at will and sent it to the 
unfortunate States of Santa Catherina and Rio Grande do Sui. 

Against whom~ Against outside enemies~ Against foreigners~ No. The Pres­
ident of the Republic armed Brazilians; against Brazilians he raised legions of so­
called patriots, carrying mourning, desolation, and misery to all the corners of the 
Republic, merely in order to satisfy his personal caprice and to strengthen for the 
future, by terror, his iron dictatorship. 

Sentinel of the national treasury, as he promised to be, the chief of the executive 
power pe1:jured himself and deluded the nation, opening the coffers of the public 
treasure with profane hands, and, by a political system of subornation and corrup­
tion, sacrificing the authority which, in an unlucky hour, the revolution of the 23cl 
of N oYember placed in his hands. 

Bankruptcy already beats at our door with aU its train of horrors aml miseries. 
Fellow-citizens : In the fatal decline of 11ower that loses itself, the Republican 

administration descends to every abuse. Mutilated and wounded innumerable 
times, the constitution of the 24th of February has no longer any form by which it 
may be recognized as the supreme law of public liberties and the guaranty of citi­
zens. Self-willecl power reigns everywhere. 

I can not remain inactive in this fearful position of my country. The men by 
whose actions the political events were determined can not but concentrate in 
themselves the tendencies and the aspirations of an epoch. 

The nation is anxious to see itself freecl from a government that degrades it; the 
time is therefore come for the reconquest of rights that were suppressed and trampled 
under foot. 

In the life of nations, as in that of individuals, there are moments for decisive. 
action. 

To struggle not to see our country degraded and thrown down; to .fight for the 
principles of liberty, which human honor sanctified as the first attribute of our 
mind and nature; to hand down spotless to our sons the name and honor of the 
ancestors who made free the Government of Brazil-this is the position in which we 
find ourselves. 

Officer of the navy, Brazilian and citizen of a free country, I once more find myself 
on the field of revolutionary action to offer battle to the annihilators of the consti­
tution and to restore the rule of law, order, and peace. 

No suggestion of power, no wish for government, no aspiration to obtaining con-
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trol by the exercise of violent efforts on my own part inclnce me to enter upon this 
revolution. 

That the Brazilian nation may assume possf\ssion of its sover~ignty and know how 
to direct it within the limits of the Republic, this is my desideratum, this my 
supreme purpose. . 

Long live the Brazilian nation. Long live the Repnblic. Long live the constitM-
tion. · 

CUSTODIO JOSE DE l\1ELLO, 
CAt'ITAL FEDERAL, 6th of Septembel', 1893. 

llfr. Thompson to liir. Gresham. 

[TelrgranLl 

J_;EGATION -OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Rio r7e Jmwiro, .September 14, 1893. (Heceived September 14.) 

Mr. Thompson reports that the fort commanding the entrance of the 
harbor and the arsenal situated on a wharf in the center of the eity were 
bombarcled at 11 o'clock in the morning by the revolting squadron, 
which also fired a few shells into the city, one woman being ld11e<1 in 
her house. He adds that commercial telegrams are again forbidden, 
and that the U. S. S. Charleston has not yet arrived. 

llfr. Thompson to Jlfr. Greshc(;m. 

[Telegram.) 

LEGATION OF 'l'HE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, September 15, 1893. (Received September 15.) 

1\fr. ThompsOn transmits advices received by him to the effect that 
the revoltiug sqmt<lron. with the apparent purpose of bombarding the 
city, bas ordered merchant vessel s in the harbor to move far up the 
bay. 

JJir. Thompson to Jlfr. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
No. 11.] PetropoUs, September 19, 1893. (Heccived October 18.) 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your telegram dated 
September 8, and at the same time to confirm mine dated September 
11, in reply thereto. Previous to the receipt of your telegraphic instruc­
tions I had, upon the application of Mr. Frank Norton and others. urged 
upon the foreign office the necessity for the immediate removal of the 
restriction. In response to my interview a note was received the fol­
lowing clay, copy and translation inclosed (inclosure 1), denying the 
request. 

I was again on my way to the foreign office, after rec~iving yonr tele­
gram to renew the request, when I was advised that the restriction hacl 
been removed. Tbe prohil>ition was again established on the 14th 
~nstant, owiug to the disturbed coudition of aff:.)irs, bqt ff01Il to-d.ay'~ 

FR--4 
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J ornal do Oomercio I clip an article (inclosure No. 2) showing that it 
has been modified. 

I will use my best efforts to have the restriction renewed entirely at 
the earliest date possible. 

I have, etc., 
THOS. L. THOMPSON. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 11- Translation.] 

Senhor d' ~~fat·e to Mr. Thomp8on. 

l\IIXISTHY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
Rio de Janeiro, September 9, 18931 

I commtmicate1l to the minister of the foreign office the two letters in which 
Messrs. Prank Norton and Levering & Co. address themselvQS to the consul-general 
of the United Sbttcs iu order to obtain the necessary permission to deliver and accep.t 
telegrams in eruinary language. His excelleney answered that he regrets much 
but that for the present it will not be possible for the Govemrnent to grant the 
request. · 

Returning to Mr. Thompson the above-mentioned letters, I have the honor to renew 
the assurance of my high consideration. 

J. F. D'.MAVE. 

[Inclosnre 2 in No 11-Translation- Extract from the Jornal de Comercio- Telegrams.] 

The Diario Oficial to-clay published the following declaration: 
In order to facilitate communications of purely business mat tOTs, the Government 

has resolved to permit the banks of this place to transmit telegrams relative to 
their transactions, with the understanding that they shall be visaed by the minister 
of the treasury. 

1 

No. 17.] 

Mr. Thompson to JJfr. Gresham,. 

LEGATION OF THE UNI'l'ED STATES, 
Petropolis, September 19, 1893. (Received October 18.) 

SIR: Since the transmission of my dispatch No. 3, dated September 
11, I have the honor to report briefly that there is no apparent improve­
ment in the political situation here, if indeed it is not becoming more 
complicated. No popular demonstrations on the part of the people 
have been made and very little interest is manifested in the contest, 
which seems to be confined to the army and navy, the former support­
ing the President and civil authority and the latter Admiral Mello, who 
is in command of the revolting squadron. The disaffection extends 
throughout the entire naval force of the Republic. On the 11th instant 
martial law was proclaimed for ten days. In addition to what I have 
otherwise given and for further particulars concerning what has trans­
pired, I inclose excerpts taken from the Rio News, a paper published 
by an Americ~n citizen, and which affords in detail the most reliable 
information to be had at this time. 

I have, etc., 
THOS. L. THOMPSON. 
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lJir. Thom,pson to J1fr. Greshctm. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF 'l'HE UNI'l'ED S'l'ATES, 
PetropoUs, Septe1nber 28, 1893. (Received September 28.) 

Mr. Thompson reports that the repeated firing on Rio de Janeiro hau 
resulted in the death of many noncombatants and the destruction of 
property; says that the further bombardment of the city iRa danger to 
American life and property, and that if approved by the Department be 
will advise that a decided stand be taken against allowing it against a 
defenseless city. He says that he has advised the commanding officer 
of the Ghctrleston to protect American goods on barges against seizure 
by the revolutionists, and to use force if necessary. 

Mr. Strobel to 1l!r. Thompson. 

[Telegram.] 

DEPAR'l'MENT OF S'l'ATE, 
Wushington, September 28, 1893. 

Mr. Strobel, Acting Secretary, directs Mr. Thompson, at the request 
of the Navy Department, to furnish the commanding officer of the 
U. S. S. Chctrleston with a copy of order to the effect that further 
destruction and bloodshed should be prevented by the exertion of all 
the moral force of the Government of the United States, by protest 
and otherwise, anu that the protection of American persons alHl prop­
erty should be made the object of every possible effort. 

JJ!r. Th01npson to. Jllr. Greshan"· 

[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF TilE UNI'l'ED STATES, 
Rio de Jnnei1·o, October 2, 1893. (Received October 2.) 

Mr. Thompson reports that upon the announcement made by the 
admiral commanding the revolting war vessels of his intention to bom­
bard Rio de Janeiro, the French, English, Portuguese, Italian, and 
U. S. ministers held on this day a conference, and advised the com­
manders of the foreign vessels, who agreed to do so, to take measures 
to prevent such bombardment in case of necessity. He reports that on 
the previous day the forts in the harbor were bombarded without result. 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Greshctm. 

[Telf'gram.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED S'l'ATES, 
Rio de Janeiro, October 2, 1893. (Received October 3.) 

Mr. Thompson reports that a verbal note has been addressed to the 
minister of foreign affairs conveying to him the unanimous action taken 



52 FOREIGN RELATIONS. 

by the diplomatic corps with regard to the bombardment of Rio de 
Janeiro and requesting that the Brazilian Government abstain from· 
doing anything which would afford to the revolting squadron any pre­
text for hostile action against the city. He says that he will commu­
nicate the reply of the minister of foreign affairs and ask for instruc­
tions in the event of the request not being acceded to by the Govern­
ment. 

JJ:fr. Thompson to Mr. Gresharn. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Rio de Janeiro, October 9, 1893. (Received October 10.) 

Mr. Thompson transmits a rumored report that the restoration of 
monarchy is to be attempted, and announces that the commanding 
officers of foreign men of war have obtained from the admiral com­
manding· the insurgent vessels a statement that the bombardment of 
Rio de Janeiro will cease. 

llfr. Gresham to lllr. !"Thompson. 

[Telegram.] 

DEP.A.RTMEN'l' OF STATE, 
nraslzi·ngton, October 11, 1893. 

Mr. Gresham instructs Mr. Thompson to exert himself in favor of thP 
innocent trade of American vessels and of the legitimate inward and 
outward trade of merchandise behmging to the citizens of the United. 
States. 

Mr. Thompson to llfr. Gresham~. 

[Telegram.] 

l1EG.A.TION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, October 12, 1893. (Received October 13.) 

Mr. Thompson reports that the previously neutral fort of Villegaig· 
non has declared for the cause of the revolution and participated in 
the general but fruitless bombardment on Tuesday last between the 
revolting vessels and three loyal forts. He announces that Rio de 
Janeiro will not be fired on. The revolutionists seized an English 
barge, but no report of interference with United States barges has been 
heard. A notice was issued by bim on September 18 that thi3 legiti­
mate entry and export of merchandise owned by Americans would 
receive such protection as may be necessary. 
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JJfr. Tltmnpson to Mr. G·resha1n. 

No. 39.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, October 13, 1893. (Heceived November 24.) 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your cipher tel­
egram of October 12, and at the same time to confirm mine of even date 
in reply. 

With reference to the entry and export of American goods, I decided, 
after conference with commanding officer of the Charleston, to notify 
our citizens to continue with the loading and unloading of their ves­
sels, using the American flag upon lighters and launches. A notice 
was published, of which I inclose copy (Inclosure 1), anclno report of 
any interference has reached me. 

It is difficult under present conditions to fix the legal status of Admi­
ral de Mello and the revolting squadron. No favorable demonstration 
has been made for them on shore. Almost a constant bombardment of 
Nictheroy opposite Hio has been kept up, and though the place is 
poorly provided with means of defense the insurgents have not snc­
ceeued even in gettiug a foothold there.. . No force has been htnded at 
any point, and no response to their appeal for support has been made 
outside of the navy. They are insurgents without apparent responsi­
bility or backing. 

I have, etc., 
THOS- L. THOMPSON. 

[Inclosure in No. 39-Notice publisbed by Mr. Thompson.] 

The en•oy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of the Unite<l States of 
America, to Brazil informs a1l American citizens eugaged in commerce at this port 
that lighters, launches, sloops, bark!:!, and all otlwr means of navigation used in 
emb:nkiug or disembarking l)asseugers or in loading or unloadiug freight, should 
carry the fla.g of the United States of America at the prow in order that their traffic 
may l1e performed safely and under the protection of American war vessels. 

Such protection may be had by applying at the consulate-general of the United 
States of America, No. 20 Largo do Carioca, or, if necessity should require, on board 
the U.S. cruiser Chm·leston. 

Rro DE JANEIIW, 27th Septembor, 1893. 

No. 43.] 

llfr. Thompson to Jlfr. Greslta,m. 

LEGA'l'ION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, October 13, 1893. (Heceived November 24.) 

SIR: Following my last dates I have the honor to report: The 20th 
and 21st ultimo were uueventful days. The city was calm and business 
showed signs of revival. The banks wBre all open and the streets 
resumed their usual appearance. On the 21st definite news was 
rcceiveQ_ of the appearance of the Rep'ltblica at Santos and a detach­
ment of soldiers was dispatched to Sao Paolo to reinforce that point. 
The 22d was full of excitement. The insurgents captured four merchant 
steamers belonging to national companies, together with a quantity of 
provisions. At 3 p.m. heavy fire opened between Santa Cruz aud the 
A q'lci<1aban, Trajano, and G'tutnabara, and one of the torpedo boatR which 
laHte<l until 6. Owing to the remarkably bad gunnery neither side 
suffered much from the firiug. One shot entered the city and killed two 
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per~ons. On the 23d a bombardment between Santa Cruz and the fleet 
lasted from 6 to 9 a.m., during which the Guanctbarct was struck by a 
shell. There was more or less firing all day on the 24th between Santa 
Cruz and the fleet. On the 25th about 500 Government troops concen­
trated at the custom-house for em barking and crossing the channel to 
the Island of Ilha dos Cobras occupied by the marine hospital and 
guarded by cadets of the naval school, thus far neutral. Admiral Sal­
dana da Gama bad raised the "red cross" :flag over the hospital. As 
the island with good artillery would endanger the position of the :fleet 
it was decided by the Government to occupy it. The insurgents, how­
ever, discovered the movement and the Aq~tidaban threatened the first 
barge load of soldiers that disembarked. 

At 4 p.m. firing began, and for half an hour there was a rain of shot 
and shell over the business part of the cit,y. The batteries on Sao 
Bento and Castle hills were also born barded, and the shot fell in vari­
ous parts of the city, as far away as Rna Princeza Imperial. The 
troops at the custom-house soon retreated and the engagement came to 
an end. On the 26th the attempt was renewed, and Henry T. Wat­
mough, a London and Brazilian bank clerk, while eating his lunch was 
struck by a piece of shell and killed. The whistle of the shot was 
heard on the Rna do Ouvidor, and several shells burst directly over 
the city. The people :fled in every direction. Many buildings were 
struck and damaged, though the actual loss of life was not very great. 
The Government having relinquished the idea of captJiring Ilha das 
Cobras, there was a lull in hostilities on the 27th. Business, however, 
was wholly suspended in the city. The situation was made more crit­
ical by an order from the marechal to the shore batteries to fire on 
every vessel coming within range. There was a meeting of bankers 
and merchants, who talked of closing their doors until the crisis was 
over. On the 28th a sharp engagement occurred at the Ponta do Caja, 
S. Christovao, which was visited by steamers and launches of the squad­
ron for the purpose of obtaining coal. The insurgents captured six 
lighters of coal belonging to the Brazilian Coal Company, the repre­
sentatives of Corey Bros. & Co., of Cardiff. No demand seems to 
have been made, as was expected, by the British authorities for the 
return of the coal. On the 29th an incident occurred on the bay 
which is reported as follows: A boat being seen at the customary 
anchorage of the Aq~tidaban :flying the British :flag, a launch was sent 
from the British cruiser to investigate with the result of finding that 
it contained a torpedo, and was preparing to blow up the revolting 
ironclad. Two well-known Brazilian officers were of the party, an 
American named Boynton, au Englishman, and others. They were 
taken aboard the British cruiser charged with illegally :flying the Brit­
ish :flag, and subsequently Boynton was turned over to the command~r 
of the Charleston, and is still in his custody. It is also reported that 
Boynton openly talked of his intention to blow up the Aquidaban, and 
of the large sum he was to receive for the service. 

The 29th passed quietly. Business houses remained closed under 
the influence of more rumors of the bombardment of the city. A note 
was posted at the German cmJsulate advising Germans to retire from 
the city. On the 30th notices were sent out from British allcl French 
legations that the bombardment of Santa Cruz would begin about mid­
day and a-d vising that people of those nationalities should at once retire 
from the city. A notice advising American citizens of the alarming 
condition was also posted at the American consulate. The exodus 
from the city was prompt and general. Firing was commenced on Santa 
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Cruz at 2 p.m. It is estimated that 196 shots were fired by the fleet 
and about double the number from the forts in the two hours during 
which the engagement htsted. As usual no serious damage was done 
by either side. Govcrument authorities posted during the evening a 
bu1letin declaring that the Government "is provided with all necessary 
means for maintaining order, and that it will immediately order ~hot 
every one who attempts to commit a crime against private property." 
On the 1st of September it was definitely known that foreign represen­
tatives were trying to arrange an accord by which the ·city should be 
protected from bombardment. There was but little movement on the 
bay during the day and quiet prevailed generally. 

The 4th passed quietly and without any incident of importance both 
in the city and on the bay, with one exception. The news that an 
accord had been arranged through the mediation of the foreign powers 
possessing a naval force in the harbor, and to the effect that the city 
would not be bombarded nor provocation given therefor, had caused a 
return of confidence and a very general feeling of ~;;ecurity. The banks 
and business houses were again open, coffee shipments were made, 
activity prevailed in the custom-house, and the streets were again full 
of people. No matter what steps were taken to overcome the revolt it 
was universally believed that the city would be protected from harm. 
On the morning of the 5th, soon after 7 o'clock, a part of the insurgent 
fleet drew up in front of the Saude Trapiches and sent two launches to 
the D. Pedro II docks after the coasting steamer Barilo de S. Diogo 
which was discharging there. Fire was promptly opened on the launches 
not only with small arms but with cannon by the new battery and the 
S. Bento battery. The larger vessels supporting the raid then opened 
fire on the batteries about 8 o'clock, and for a few ininutes a perfect 
storm of shot and shell swept over the Sande and the city beyond. It 
was the hottest engagement which has thus far been experienced. 
The fire directed at the two batteries on the hill led to some slight 
damage in the city. The 6th passed without any incident of import­
ance other than the renewal of the accord for the protection of the city 
from bombardment, the vice-president giving orders for the removal 
of the artillery from the batteries which have clone so much to provoke 
the firing on the city. The surprise of the 9th was the white flag of 
the revolutionists flying over Fort Villegaignon. It was known of 
course that the sympathies of the g~rrison were with their comrades 
and that if forced to take si<les they would most probably join the fleet. 
The fort includes the marine barracks contaiuing about 700 men. On 
the lOth a general bombardment took place between the fleet and Vil­
legaignon against the three loyal forts in the bay, lasting from 4 to 7 
p.m. A very grand display with no effective results. 

I have, etc., 

No. 44.] 

THOS. L. THOMPSON. 

JJ[r. Thompson to Mr. Greshan~ 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Pet1·opolis, October 13,1893. (Received November 24.) 

SrR: I have the honor to report that the cruiser Ohctrleston arrived 
at Rio de Janeiro September 26. On the 27th I received Capt. II. 
F. Picking, her commander, at the American C01Jsu1ate-general, and 
informed him of the situation, advising that everything possi~le within 
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tl1e scope of international law should lJe done through the int:ltrumeu­
tality of his force to foster American commerce and protect American 
interests. Capt. Picking concurred in my views, and I immediately 
directed the publication of a notice to cover our conclusions. 

On the 1st of October, by invitation of the British minister, I con­
ferred with the representatives of Englmld, Portugal, Italy, and France 
with regard to taldng some action to prevent a bombardment of the city, 
when it was agreed that we should consult the commanders of the war­
ships of our respective governments in the harbor, and we accordingly 
met them the same day on the French flagship Arethuse, Admiral Libran 
commanding. At this conference it was stated by the French admiral 
that Rear-Admiral Custodio Jose de 1\fello, of the insurgent fleet, had 
informed him of his intention to bombard Rio de Janeiro. Based upon 
this threat it was a<lvised that Admiral Libran protest against the 
execution of the threatened bombardment, and that the diplomatic 
representatives make a request through the foreign minister that the 
marshal vice-president deprive Rear-Admiral de Mello of every pretext 
for hostile action against the city of H.io de Janeiro. On the following 
day a note was prepared and presented to the minister of foreign affairs 
(inclosure 1), to which a response was in dne time received (inclosure 2.) 

On the 4th instant the commander of the foreign naval forces com­
plained that measures had not been taken in the spirit of the reply of 
tile minister for foreign affairs to deprive Rear-Admiral de :Mello of 
every pretext for hostile action, and accordingly another note (inclos­
ure 3) was submitted, to which a reply (inclosure 4) was returned. I 
also submit the response (inclosure 5) of the representatives to the note 
of the minister for foreign affairs (inclosure 4) of October 5. 

These several notes explain themselves. In conclusion I am happy 
to inform you that through this ·action the safety of Rio de Janeiro 
fi·orn bombardment has been secured. 

I have, etc., 
Tnos. L. Tnol\'I:PSON. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 44__:_ Trnnslatior_.j 

Diplomatic Corps to Senhor Pereim. 

RIO DE ,JANEmo, Ootobe1· 2, 1893. 
The commaniters of the English, Itali~m, American, Portuguese, and FrenchnaYal 

forces befo1·e Rio do Janeiro ha,vc informed Roar-ALlmiral de Mello that they will 
oppose, by force if necessary, all his attacks upon the city of Rio de .Janeiro. 

'l'he representatives of England, Portugal, Italy, the United States of North 
America, and France, continuing in the line of cond.uct followed up to this time, 
not to interfere in the internal affairs of Brazil, but to assure the protection and 
safety of their fellow-countrymen and the Ligher interests of humanity, have the 
honor, in view of the above-mentioned declaration of the foreign commanders, 
urg~ntly to request the Government of the United States of Brazil to deprive Rear­
Admiral de Mello of all pretext for hostile action agaiust the city of Hio de Janeiro. 

Tile representatives of the same powers, i11 the event of tl.Je federal Government 
not acceding to this request, will communicate their reply to their respective 
governments, asking for instructions. 
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Senltor Pereim to the Diplomatic Corps. 

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAinS, 
R'io de Janei1·o, October 3, 1893. 

Tlw Vfce-Preshlent of the Repnulic of the United States of Brazil Raw with satis­
faction that the commanders of the English, Italian, Portuguese, American, and 
French naval forces informed Rear-Admiral Custodio Jose de Mello that, if necessary, 
they would oppose with force all his undertakings against tho city of Rio de Janeiro. 

The 1·epresentatives of Englalll1, Portugnl, Italy, the United States of America, nml 
France may rest assured that this intimation will not be prej ndioed by the act of 
the Brazilian Government, whieh will deprive the said rear-admiral of every pretext 
for hostility u;g-ainst the said city. 

J 0. FELIPPE PEltEIHA. 

[Inclosure 3 in No. 44 - 'l'ranslation.) 

Diplomatic Corps to Senhor Pereim. 

RIO DE JANEmo, Octobe1· 4, 1893. 
The representatives of England, of Portugal, of Italy, of the UJJited States of 

North Americ:1, and of France have not failed to bring to the knowledge of the com­
mr.ntlerl':l of the naval forces of their respective countries, stationed iu the bay of 
Hio Janeiro, the reply in which the minister of foreign affairs announced to thorn 
that the federal Government "will deprive" (hade terar) Rear-Admiral de Mello of 
every pretext for hostile action against the city of Rio Janeiro. 

Tho commanders of the naval forces of the before-mentioned powers assembled in 
conference this morning, expressed great surprise that no mcasnre had been taken 
in the spirit of that reply, but, on the contrary, they were equally surprised to 
observe that the Government was actively employed not only in increasing the arm­
ament of the existing batteries bn t also in constructing new ones. 

The commanders of the naval forces, in bringing these facts to the knowledge of 
the representatives of their respective governments, have asked them to intervene 
with the federal Government in order that it shall give the necessary orders for the 
removal of the cannons comprising the batteries actually in the city, otherwise the 
commanders might find tkemselves obliged to withdraw the intimation which they 
addressed to Rear-Admiral d.e Mello to abstain from every act of hostility against 
the city of Rio de Janeiro. 

The representatives of England, of Portugal, of Italy, of the United States of 
North America, and of France have the honor to bring the Jlresent communication 
to the knowledge of your excellency in asking urgently for the reply of the federal 
Government, which they will hasten to transmit to the commanders and, if neces­
sary, to their respective governments in asking for instructions. 

[Iuclo,;nrc 4 inN o. 44-Translation.) 

Senhor Pereira to the Diplomatic Co1'p8. 

MINISTRY Ol!' FOREIGN A FF AinS, 
Rio de Janeiro, October 5, 1893. 

In conference on the 14th of the past month the representatiYes of England, It:lly, 
Portngal, and Frauce reqneste1l the Government of the Republic to withdraw the uat­
terics established on the heights of this city in order that its chnracter as an open 
city might be preserved. On the following day I communicated to them the reply 
of the Vice-President of the R:lpnblic. His excellency declared that he hn.d only 
placed the bat.teries on the 12th because he conclu.ded from the inaction of the for­
eign squadron, in view of the bombardment of Nictheroy and many points of Rio 
de Janeiro that it considered the two cities as fortified, and he declared further that 
he could not accede to th~tt request for the reasons shown, but he promised to order 
that the batteries should not provoke hostilities on the part of the revolted squad­
ron, and this resolution was accepted as sufficient. 

On the 25th the same representatives, and in addition that of Genmmy, honored me 
with a conference in which they advised me that they saw with pleasure the austen-
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tion of the said batteries an<.l p1·omised to declare to Rear-Admiral Custodio Jose do 
Mello that he must not fire upon the custom-house. Notwi thsta.nding this he did it 
on that same clay without the least provocation and with the pretext that torpnfloes 
were manufactured there which was entirely untrue. A few days afterwards, on the 
second of this month, the same representatives, except that of Germany, and in com­
pany with that of the United States of America, delivered 1t1e a note which had for 
its purpose to announce t.hat the commanders of the respe~:tive foreign ships bad 
informed Rear-Admiral de Mello that if it should be necessary they would oppose 
with force all his undertakings against the city of Rio de Janeiro, and to request the 
Goverument of the Republic to deprive him of every pretext for hostility against 
this capital. ( qu'il enle1:e a M. le Contre Ami1·al de Mello tout p1·etexte cl'hostiUte contre 
la 'Ville de Rio de Janei1·o.) 

I replied on the following day that Marshal Floriano Peixoto saw with satisfac­
tion that such an intimation had been made to the rear-admiral and that he woulU 
remove every pretext. FinaJly, last night the representatives of England, Portugal, 
Italy, and France delivered me a new note, in which, though abse11t, is also men­
tioned that of the United States of America. From this it appears that the com­
manders of the naval forces saw with great surprise that no measure had been taken 
in the spirit of that reply and, that, on the contrary, the Government was actively 
employed in strengthening the existing batteries and in constructing new ones. The 
commanders had asked the representatives that they should intervene -.,yith the 
federal Government in order that it should remove the cannons from the said bat­
teries, and if it were not done they would be obliged to withdraw the intimation 
made to the rear-admiral. The Vice-President, to whom I communicatecl tl1is note 
without delay, was painfully surprised at the imputation which it contained, and 
at the interpretation which was given in it to the words, enlever tont pretexte, and 
to those others of my reply, "that every pretext should be taken away from the sait.l 
rea1·-admiral." -

It now appears that in the mind of the representatives and commanders, thefirst 
word signified the withdrawal of the cannons from the batteries, and that the others 
were interpreted by them as cumulative. 

The Vice-President of the Republic did not understand nor could he understand 
that he was requested to withdraw the cannons; first, because in so important a 
matter the greatest clearness is indispensable, and secontlly, because he considered 
as in force the agreement which I mentioned. The commanders of the naval forcP.s 
are not well informed. The existing batteries were not strengthened, and no other 
was constructed. The Vice-President of the Republic does not understand the rea­
son of so sudden a change in resolutions which appeared well agreed upon and sees 
with regret that this change may be interpreted, against the wish of the commanders 
ancl representatives, as moral aid given to the chief of the revolt who thus is put 
almost into the position of a belligerent. Still, leaving to these gentlemen the 
responsibility of the consequences of their new position, he will order that the can­
nons be withdmwn from the said batteries. 

J OAO Fl~LIPPE PEREIRA. 

1'o the 1·ep1·esentaUves of Englancl, Italy, Portugal, Unftecl States of Anuwica, and 
F1·ance. 

Diplomatic Corps to Senho1· Pm·eim. 

[Inclosure 5 in No. 44.-Trauslation.] 

Rro DE JAKF.mo, Octobm· 6,1893. 
The representatives of England, Portugal, Italy, the United States of America, 

and the charge d'affaires of France have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
the note of the 5th instant from the minister of foreign affairs of the Federal Gov­
ernment, by which he informs them that orders will be given to remove the cannons 
from the batteries est a blifshed in city. 

Tbe representatives of the above-named powers in expressing their satisfaction 
in this regard thank the minister of foreign affairs of the Federal Government for 
his communication. They have not failed to bring it to the knowledge of the 
commanders of the naval forces of their respective countries who on their side has­
tened to inform Rear-Admiral de Mello. 

His excellency the minister of foreign affairs having observed that the President 
of the Republic "had not understood and could not understand that the removal of 
the cannons was in question," the representati vcs of the above-mentioned powers 
think it necessary to call his attention to the fact that in the beliefoft.he commanders 
the presence of improvised batteries in the city of Rio de JaneiTo has always been 
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the pretext given for a bombardment. They had the honor to call his attention to 
this poiut at the time of their first action on the afteruoon of the 14th of September, 
action in which the minister of the United States of America dill not join as there 
was no war vessel of his country in the b<ty of Hio de J a,neiro. 

With regard to the remark of his excellency the minister of foreign affairs that, 
contrary to the information which had come to the knowledge of the commanders 
of the foreign naval forces, "the batteries already established had not ucen strength­
ened and that no new ones ha<l been established/' the commanders of the ~;aid forces, 
relying upon direct observations and upon facts of public notoriety, hold to their 
opinion. 

As to the attack on the custom-hou~;e in the afternoon of the 25th of September, 
and which has had assuredly regrettaule consequences, the representatives of the 
before-mentioned powers have the honor to call the attention of his excellency the 
minister of foreign affairs to the fact that this attack was made before it was possi­
ble to communicate the reply of Mr. Joao Felippe Pereira to the commanders, who 
wonlcl have hastened to bring it immediately to the Jmowledge of Hear-Admiral 
de Mello. 

The represent~ttives of England, Portugal, Italy, the United States of America, and 
the charge d'affaires of France, persevering in the line of conduct from which they 
have never deviated up to this day, not to interfere in the internal affairs of Brazil, 
have the honor to declare to the minister of foreign affairs that they cau not accept 
any other rc9ponsibility than that which may result from the necessity of protecting 
the general interests of humanity and the lives and property of their countrymen. 

JJfr. Thompson to 1lfr. Gresham. 

No. 45.] LEGATION OF TIIE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, October 14, 1893. (Received November 24, 1893.) 

SIR: I have the honor to tran~:;mit herewith copy of a decree No. 
1560, Brazilian Government, placing the revolting squadron and forts 
witllont the protection of the national flag. 

I have, etc., 
Trros. L. TrroMPSON. 

[Inclos1.ue in No. 45.] 

Dec1·ee No. 1/i60, of October 10th, 1893, eoncer11ing vessels and forts nnder the control 
of those engaged ·in the 1·evolt of the 6th of September last, 0'1" that may hereafter join s£ricl 
rmJolt. 

·whereas the national flag symbolizes and expresses the juridical personality of 
the Union, the perpetuity and integrity of the country, and its international sov­
ereignty; 

\Vhereas the national sovereignty extends to those vessels only that have a legal 
right to hoist the flag, which is the emblem of the natural and patriotic tie that 
birll1s them to the territory of the Republic and to the constitutional organs of 
sovereignty; 

"\Vhereas the right to use the national flag includes juridical protection, and, in 
the case of vessels of war, the representation of the armed force of the nntion; 

"\Vhereas the laud and sea forces, which are permanent national institutions, 
designed. to defend the country abroad and to uphold the laws at horne, are under 
obligations to maintain our constitutional institutions; 

"\Vhereas unmindful of their constitutional functions some of the vessels belong­
ing to our national navy took possession of certain merchant vessels, armed them for 
war, and have since the 6th of September last committed all sorts of hostilities 
against the constitutional Government, the inoffeusive people of Brazil, and both 
public and priYate property; 

Whereas they l1ave thus trampled upon tho constitution, and by continuing to 
use the national flag have appropriated a symbol aml emblem which they have no 
right to use, and nuder its shadow have committed criminal acts; 

Whereas it is the duty of the Executive, in the exercise of the functions with 
which he is invested by the constitutionally expressed will of the nation, to maintain 
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unimpai1·ed the international juridical personality of the Republic and to protect the 
lwnor of the natioual flag; 

Now, therefore, the Vice-President of the Uepnblic of the United States of Brazil 
hereby decrees aA follows: 

ARTICLE 1. For all e1fects of public, private, antl international law the vessels an<l 
forts designated below are hereuy declared to have forfeited their immunities, privi 
leges, and prerogatives, together with the protection of the national flag. 

(a) Those vessels of war which, on the 6th of September last, under the leader­
ship of Rear-Admiral Custodio Jose de Mello, revolted in the bay of Rio tlo Janeiro 
against the constitution of the Republic and the legally-constituted authorities; 

(b) Those merchant vessels which have been armed for war by the orgauizers of 
the r(>volt, and now are so armed, together with all other vessels of any kind what­
ever that are in their service; 

(c) Those forts that arc aiding the revolt. 
ART. 2. All vessels and forts, whether permanent or temporary, that shall here­

after take part in the revolt, shall immediately become subject to the above pro­
visions, without the necessity of auy express declaration to that efl'cct by the Gov­
ernment. 

Aur. 3. All legal provisions at variance with the foregoing are hereby repealed. 
FLORIANO PEIXOTO. 
FIRMINO CHAVES, 

Minister of M a1'ine. 
FERXANDO LOBO, 

Ministel' of Jttsi'ice ancl of the Inier·ior. 
CAHLOS AUGUSTO DE CAH.VALHO, 

J1:fin·iste1· of Fo1'eign Rehtfions. 
J OAO FRLIPPE PEREIRA, 

Minister of Industry, Inte1·~wl Communication, and Public Wo1'k8. 
FELISBELLO FREIRE, 

.M·inister of Finance. 

Dono at the F'etleral capital, October the tenth, 18£>3, the 5th year of the Republic. 

JJfr. Thompson to ]}Jr. Gresham .. 

No. 46.1 l..~EGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Pctropolis, October 16, 1893. (Received November 24, 1893.) 

SIR: I have tlle honor to transmit a copy of the second proclamation 
of Rear-Admiral Jose Custodio de Mello, commander of insurgent forces 
in Brazil. 

I was not able to procure a copy until this morning, and as the 
steamer leaves to-day I seud jt without the customa,ry translation. 

Your obedient servant, 
Tnos. L. THOMPSON. 

[Inclosure in No. 46-Tra.nsl:l.tion.] 

Proclamation of Rea1'-Aclmiral cle Mello. 

The reestabl·ishment of constitntionctl anthority, the pacification of the Republic, ancl the 
suppressio1i of 'm.ilita1'ism. 

To my fellow-ctiizens: 
The manifesto which I aclclressed to you on the 6th instant shows that I assignecl 

as the principal objects of the revolution which, in command of the war vessels 
anchored in this port: I have set on foot against the dictatorial govemment of the 
Vice-President of the Republic, 1he following: The reestablishment of constitu­
tional authority, the pacification of the Republic, and the suppression of militarism. 

Twenty-seven days have elapsed. since then, and not a single one of the war ves­
sels stationed outside of this port has made any manifestation against the lofty aud 
patriotic cause espoused. by its companions in arms; on the contrary, tlJeir sympa-
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tbies are all with the revolution, whose objects are in all points identical with that 
of Rio Grande do Sul. 

The only ones that have declared against it are the authorities created by the Vice­
President of the Hepublic. 
If these positive facts are not sufficient to show how great is the isolation of the 

Vice-President in the midst of the nation, there are others, still more significant, which 
clearly show his weakness. I refer to the means to which he is now having recourse 
for the purpose of putting down the rebellion. 

These means are lying, bribery, cunning; and even crirne, in their most revolting and 
odious forms. 

He has Uecl to the nation (1) by saying that my real motive in pursuing the course 
I have adopted is the desire to secure greater power, pretending not to know that it 
is impossible for a man to be ambitious who, after the revolution of.November 23, 
1891, handed over the power to the Vice-President of the Hepublic and resigned tlie 
office of minister of the marine (which circumstances had compelled him to accept) 
as soon as he found that it was impossible for him to prevent the Vice-President from 
continuing to misuse his authority, and when the latter had capriciously determined 
to continue to carry on the civil war in Rio Grande do Sul, in spite of the desire for 
peace which had been manifested by the nation at large; (2) by asserting that the 
Vice-President of the Republic has abundant resources at his disposal, and that the 
revolted squadron can not leave this port owing to the torpedoes that have been 
placed at the entrance to the bar. 

He has resorted to bribery in all its forms, more or less seductive, especially (1) 
with the naval officers who were on shore (at the meeting at the navy-yard on the 
8th instant), oy offering large sums of money to the inferior officers of the corps of 
national marines if they would incite the garrison of the fortress of Villegaignon to 
revolt; (3) by increasing the pay of the land troops. 

He l1as had recourse to mmuiug, principally (1) for the purpose of depriving the 
revolutionists of the benefit of the neutrality of the strong fortress of Villegaignon, 
by trying to relieve the present commandant and to put in his place Capt. Baptista 
Leao whom the officers of the fort refused to receive; afterwards, by sending there, 
to take the places of those officers, a numerous commission composed of other officers, 
at the bead of whom was the reformed Vice-Admiral.Jeronymo GonQalves, who was 
driven away by the indignant national marines at the point of their rifles; (2) by 
ordering the commander of the ironclad Bahia, which was stationed at Monte 1ideo, 
to repair to the city of Hosario, in the Argentine Hepublic, and by instructing the 
commander of the cruiser Tiradcntes to order that vessel into the dock at Montevideo, 
where its engine was ruined; this caused a revolt of the crew, which could not !Jeput 
down without assistance from the authorities on shore; (3) by seeking to cast odium 
upon the revolted squadron by asserting that it had bombartled the peaceful city of 
Rio de Janeiro for the sole purpose of forcing its inhabitants to compel the Vice­
PrcHident to surrender the executive power. 

He bas had reconrse to perfidy on various occasions, the most disgraceful case 
hcing the following, inasmuch as it affected the honor of the nation: On the 27th 
instant a steam launch c~rrying the British flag was captured by a vessel belonging 
to the British cruiser Siri'us. 'l'he launch was stationed near the ironclad .lquidctban, 
and on board of it was found a large torpedo togeth~r with se,Teral huudretl dynamite 
cartridges. 

The crew of this launch consisted of two Englishmen, two Americans, one Belgian, 
one German, and three Brazilians. 

He has had recourse, finally, to the crime of mu~·der. On the 24th instant, at 
nightfall, a Spanish boatman came on board of the Aquidaban, saying that he was 
the bearer of an article which was to be placed in Admiral Mello's own hands. That 
article was an infernal machine charged wit,h dynamite, and fastened inside of a 
book. 

In ~rder to preserve evidence of this infamous attempt at assassination, a state­
ment was prepared, which was signed by many persons on board, and also by the 
bearer of the infernal machine, which was shown to the commanders of the foreign 
war vessels, and which is now in my possession. 

The mere statement of these facts is sufficient to show the weakness of the dic­
tator and his inability to. cope wHh the revolutionists, who have him besieu-ed in 
his {esidence, the ca,pital of the Hepublic, an_d offers a sad picture of that unpatri­
otic, scandalons, and criminal policy which has reduced Brazil to the condition which 
we now see her, and which furnishes ample justificat,ion for the revolution. 

The only stronghold in which the Vice-President of the Hepnblic still iinclR sup­
port is the fortress of S::Lllta Cruz, but the inabi-lity of that fortress to reRist the 
squadron was made manifest on the occasiou when a mwal eli viF>ion, consisting of 
armed vessels and torpedo hoats, convoyed by the cruiser Rejmblica, went to oper­
ate on the southern coast. 

As to the bombarclment of the 13th instant, its sole object was to silence the bat. 
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teries that were firing on the sq nadron from Castle Hill mul from that of Sao Bento; 
and the bombardment of the 25th, when the navy-yard ancl the custom-house docks 
were fired upon, was because no atteution was paid to the summons to surrender­
either to the squadron or to the commander of a foreign warship-the tug Andaz and 
other vessels which were being armed in those docks to enable them. to resist the 
squadron. 

Such, fellow-citizens, is the situation of the revolution, and such is that of the 
personal government of the Vice-President of the Republic, blockaded, as it is, in the 
federal capital, and powerless to send assistance to the States. 'Vhen Ithink that 
the proper time has arrivefl to help them shake off the yoke of tyranny I shall do 
so, and the S<J.nadron will find on our coasts the supplies which it needs, besides 
those which are already stored on board of the vessels that have been captured in 
this port. The triumph of the revolntion will then be final, unless the Hrazilialls 
undcrstantl, before that time, that they are the victims of a treasonable crime, 
committed by a man whose sole purpose is the retention of power, and who obeys 
uo principles save those which are flagrantly subversive of the constitution, from 
the recldess squandering of the public funds to intimidation and terrorism. 

The liberties and the justice of the Republic have never yet been overthrown by 
tyranny and absolutism. 

The divine laws arc infallible, and infallible will be the triumph of onr cause. 
CUSTODIO JOSE DE MELLO. 

Rem·-A duiiral. 
On board t,he Aq·uidaban, in the port of Rio de Janeiro, September 301 1893. 

JJfr. Gresham to llfr. Th01npson. 

N 0. 30.1 DEP ARTl\'IENT OF STATE, 
"flTashington, October 19, 1893. 

SIR: I l1ave to acknowledge receipt of your No.ll, of the 19th ultimo, 
in relation to the restrictions placed on commercial telegrams by the 
Brazilian Government, and to commend your efforts to free legitimate 
commerce from unnecessary restraints of the character set forth iu 
your dispatch. 

I am, etc., W. Q. GRESHAl\I. 

JJ[r. Thompson to llfr. Gresham. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF ~L'HE UNITED STATES, 
Rio c1e Janeiro, October 21, 1893. (Received October 21.) 

Mr. Thompson represents the situation as unchanged. He reports 
repeated failures of the insurgents in their attempts to disembark 
forces, and the daily continuance of bombardment between the forts. 
He announces the arrival on this day of the U. S. S. Newark. 

Mr. Th01npson to llfr. Gresharrt. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGA'l'ION OF THE UNITED S'I'ATES, 
Rio de Jcmeiro, October 21, 1893. (Received October 21.) 

Mr. Thompson reports the efforts of Admiral Mello, commander of 
the revolting squadron, for the formation of a government at Catha­
rina and his renewed threat to born bard Rio de Janeiro, founded on the 
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alleged manufacturing of torpedoes at the Go,~ernment arRenal; also a 
rumor to the efiect that Rio de Janeiro will be declared under 
blockade. 

JJt[t". Thompson to JJir. Gresham. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Rio de Janeiro, October .21, 1893. (Received October 25.) 

Mr: Thompson reports the receipt on this day, through the officer 
commanding the United States naval forces, of a communication from 
Admiral Mello announcing that a Provisional Government of the United 
States of Brazil wa~ established on October 14 at Desterro, the capital 
of Santa Catharina, and requesting recognition by the United States as 
belligerents. The minister for foreign affairs of that Provisional Govern­
ment bas addressed in the same way a similar communicatio11 to him 
and the representatives of the European governments. He gives the 
names and attributions of the head of the government and members 
of the cabinet; transmits the reported failure of the insurgent vessel 
Rep1.tblica, which had gone to :Montevideo for the purpose of asking 
recognition by Uruguay, in securing the same; adds that, according to 
Admiral Mello's assertion, the Rio Grande revolutionists and the insur­
gent navy are making common cause against the Peixoto Government. 

JJir. Greskcwn to Mr. Thmnpson. 

[Telegram.] 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, October .25, 1893. 

Mr. Gresham acknowledges Mr. Thompson's telegram of the 24th, 
and remarks that recognition by the United States of the insurgents as 
belligerents would be an unfriendly act toward Brazil and a gratuitous 
demonstration of moral support to the rebellion, the insurgents having 
not, apparently, up to date established and maintained a political organ­
ization which would justify such recognition on the part of the United 
States. He instructs him to observe, until further advised, the attitude 
of an indifferent spectator-; and communicates to him thP.: President's 
expectation that he will transmit to the Department all information 
bearing on events transpiring at Rio de J-aneiro and other ports of 
Brazil and espouse the cause of neither side. 

JJ[r. Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

[Telegra]ll.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Rio de Janeiro, October 30, 1893. (Received October 31.) 

Mr. Thompson asks whether he is authorized to protect American 
mereb~mdise placed on Brazilian barges against the insurgents, using 
force if necessary. He explains that cargoes can not be landed in Rio 
de Janeiro unless barges are used . 

• 
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llfr. Gresham to Mr. Thmnpson. 

[Telegram.] 

DEPARTnfENT OF STATE, 
lYashington, No·vember 1, 1893. 

There having bo@n no recognition by United States of the insurgents 
as belligerents and there being no pretense that the port of Rio is 
blockaued, it is clear that if an American ship anchored in the harbor 
employs barges and lighters iu transferring her cargo to the shore in 
the usual way and in doi11g so does not cross or otherwise iuterfeve with 
Mello's line of fire ancl he seizes or attempts to seize the barges or lighters, 
he can and should be resisted. You will deliver or send a. copy of this 
instruction to the commmtder of the insurgents. 

GRESHAM. 

llfr. Thompson to Mr. Gresha.m. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF 'l'HE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, November 7, 1893. (Received November 8.) 

J\fr. Thompson reports are nutrkable prevalence of good order in Rio 
de Janeiro. The insutgents do not appear to make any progress, aud 
the daily :fighting in the bay and along the shore is attended with no 
important results. The Government fire destroyed two powder maga­
zines on islands held by the insurgents. Two English officers, whose 
bodies have not been found,-and 1 sailor were killed and 5 injured by 
the last explosion. Tbe newly-appointed minister for foreign aftairs is 
a deputy from Hio Grande do Sui, an i11surgent province whose leaders 
are averse to act with Admiral Mello. The Government cause is 
believed to have been helped by the latter's movements. 

A Government force of 1,500 men is now advancing from Parana~·ua, 
where ammunitions and supplies have been sent from Bahia by Vice­
President Peixoto, for the purpose of driving the insurgents from 
Cathariua Ishwd, which they l10ld. Its population amounts to 12,000, 
bnt tlte remainder of the State on tile mainland is still loyal to the 
Republic. 

llfr. Thompson to JJir. Gresha.m. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF 'l'HE UNITED STA'L'ES, 
Petropolis, Novembm· B, 1893. (Received ~ ovember 8.) 

Mr. Thompson reports the killing, from the machine-gun .thing 
directed on the previous day on Rio de Janeiro, of several noncombat­
ants and of a young woman who was standing in front of the consulate 
of the United States. He transmits the information, which still lacks 
confirmation, of the recapture of Oatharina Island by the Government 
forces. 

• 
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Mr. Thompso'J'l; to Mr. Gresham. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
Pet1·opolis, November 9, 1893. (Received November 10). 

Mr. Thompson transmits the complaint of Vice-President Peixoto in 
regard to the nonintervention of the foreign commanding officers in 
the matter of the violation of the auangement, to which the Govern­
ment has adhered, for its part, by the insurgents who, actuated by 
desperation, have been aggressive during the past few days and are 
still continuing to fire on Rio de Janeiro. The damage to property in 
the city has not been very great so far, but much danger is appre­
hended from born bardment. He reports that the apparent Jack of 
gain on the side of the insurgents is adding strength to the cause of 
the Government, that the former lost a torpedo boat in the engagement 
of November 8, and that mutiny and disease is currently said to pre­
vail among them. 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

No. 65.] LEGATION OF 'l'HE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, November 10, 1893. (Received December 18.) 

SrR: While at our consulate in Rio de Janeiro on the 24th of October 
Rear-Admiral Stanton delivered to me two inclosures which conta.ined, 
respectively, a communication from the minister of foreign affairs of 
the Provisional Government of the United States of Brazil (inclosure 
No.1) and a letter from Rear-Admiral Custodio Jose de Mello, of the 
insurgent squadron of the United States of Brazil (inclosure No.2). I 
hesitated to receive them, but as they came through the medium of our 
admiral, decided to do so, and at once wired the contents of same to 
you. I did not acknowledge receipt of the documents by letter, but 
authorized Admiral Stanton to say they were delivered to me. I now 
have the honor to forward copies of the papers received as per inclo­
sures noted above. 

I have, etc., 
THOMAS L. THOMPSON, 

[Tnclosure 1, in No. 65-Translation.] ' 

Senho1· Cm·dozo to M1·. Thompson. 

PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF BRAZIL, 
DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 

Desterro, October 17, 1893. 
I have the honor of announcing to your Excellency that on the 14th clay of this 

month was organized, with seat in this capital, the Provisional Government of the 
Republic of the United fo:ltates of Brazil, insthuteO. for the defense ofthe constitution. 

The Naval Captain Frederico Guilhermo Lorena assumed the post of Chief of 
this Government. 

The Legislative Assembly, president of this state, supreme court of justice, and 
land and sea forces proclaimed this Government. In the whole territorial extent of 
the State, the people joyfully received this news and pledged their aid to the 
Government instituted for the salvation of the Republic and constitution. Peace 
reigns throughout the State. 

FR-5 



66 FOREIGN RELATIONS. 

By the Chief of the Government the citizen Joao Carlos Monrao doz Santos was 
named minister of marine, public works aml interior and the undersigned for war, 
treasury and foreign afl:'airs. -

On this date I have the high honor of directiug to your Excellency this same com-
munication by telegraph. . 

ANNIBAL ELOY CARDOZO, 
Minister of Foreign Affai1'8. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 65-Translation.] 

Rear-Admiml Mello to M1·. Thompson. 

HEADQUARTERS OF THE INSURGENT SQUADRON OF THE 
UNITED STATES 01<' BRAZIL, 

On board the Aquiclaban at Rio clc ,Janei1·o, Octobm· 23, 1893. 
SIR: I have the honor to inform you that the Sta,te of Santa Catbarina, the revo­

lutionists of the Rtate of Rio Grande de Sn1, and the insurgents of the Brazilian 
squadron, making common cause, have just fomHled a Provisional Government of the 
republic in opposition to the personal and unconstitutional government of Marshal 
F1oriano Piexoto. 

The new Government, whose seat is the city of Desterro (capital of the Stat.e of 
Santa Catharina, and which bas as chief of the executive power Naval Captain 
Frederico Gni1hermo de Lorena, has charged me to solicit the European Govc;rmnents 
and that of the United States of North America to recognize it as a belligerent. 

You are a witness, sir, of the progress of the revolution of Rio Grande and of the 
insurrection of the squadron as well as the sympathy that they have aroused in the 
entire country; so much so that I am of the opinion that with the already assured 
material support of the State of Santa Catharina and of other States in which the 
revolution has poweTf'ul means of action (Parana, for instance, the conquest of which 
is very easy), the government of Marshal Peixoto will necessarily be overthrown. As 
evident proof in support of my n.ffirmation I will cite his powerlessness in face of the 
revolution of Rio Gmnde, which has now ln.sted nearly a, year, and with regard to the 
insurgent squadron, which holds him in check even in the bay of the capital of the 
Republic, where he can perform no sovereign act. 
- Not yet wishing to employ extreme and bloody measures (such as the bombard­
ment of cities) to hasten the end of this unfortunate civil war, the Provisional Gov. 
ernment of the Repn blic thinks that by its recognition as a belligerent tbe same result 
would be reached, only more slowly. 

I dare then beg you to be the kind intermediary with your Government in order 
that the humanitarian work which we should all take to heart may be accomplished 
as quickly as possible. 

I seize this opportunity, etc.1 

No. 66.] 

CUSTODIO JOSE DE MELLO, 
Rea1'-A clntiral. 

Mr. Tho11~pson to Mr. Gresham. 

LEGA'riON OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, Novmnber 10, 1893. (Received December 18.) 

SIR: On the 21st of October Rear-Admiral Libran, in behalf of the 
commander8 of the foreign naval forces in the bay, informed the diplo­
matic representatives through the dean of the corps that the ~-,ederal 
Government was having cannon prepared in the arsenal of marine, 
and projectnes made in the war arsenal and that these acts would 
provoke on the part of the insurgents an attack upon the arsenals 
which would bring disastrous consequences upon the neighboring 
quarters and especially the Misericordia bw·nital, which contained 
1,400 or 1,500 patients of all nationalities. A meeting of the diplo­
matic representatives was held and I have the honor to report herewith 
correspondence covering the matters noted below. 

I have, etc., 
THos. L. THOMPSON. 
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[Inclosure 1, in No. 66-Translation.] 

Diplomatic Corps to the Naval Comrnanders. 

RIO DE JANEIRO, October 22, 1893. 
The representatives of .England, Portugal, Italy, the United States of North 

America, and the charge d'affaires of France present their compliments to Hear­
Admiral de Libran and have the honor to submit for his consideration, as well as that 
of the other commanders interested, copy of the d.raft of a note that they intend to 
send to the Federal Government in case the said draft shall meet with the joiut 
approval of Admiral de Libran and. the saiu commanders. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 66-Translation.] 

Naval Comrnanders to the Diplomatic Corps. 

Rio de Janei?·o, Octobe1· 23, 1893. 
The commanders of the foreign naval forces have the honor to present to the rep­

resentatives of their respective powers the observations which the note acltlressed to 
them snggests. 

They think that the operations of the war arsenal can not be assimilated to the 
presence of cannon in the city, for if the arsenal is making nnns, these arms are not 
destined for an action of the city itself llut for an action of the forts. One cau not, 
therefore, accuse the Government of failing in its promises, for up to the present we 
have asked for the abstention of the city in direct acts of war only. Moreov(·r, they 
think that one can not indicate to the Government what it should do to deprive Rear­
Admiral de Mello of his projected pretext for an attack. For, to indicate to tho Gov­
ernment a line of action to follow is to become responsible f~r the consequences 
which might ensue. 

They think, therefore, that it wou]d suffice to point ont the new situation to the 
Government aw:l to confine the note to the contents of the first paragraph in en.lliug 
attention to the consequences which a military action would briug upon tho arsenal 
and population, while leaving it free to decide upon that which it shall think proper 
to do. 

'I'he commanders of the Portuguese, Italian, English, American, and French naval 
forces. · 

[Inclosure 3 in No. 66.-Translation.] 

A. DE LIB RAN. 
0. F. S1.YANTON. 
W. M. LANG. 
A. DR LmERA. 
AUGUSTO DE CASTILHO. 

Diplornatic Corps to Minister of Fm·~Jign Affairs. 

RIO DE JANEIRO, 0ctobe1" 23, 1893. 
The representatives of England, of Portugal, of Italy, of the United States of North 

America, and of France have lleen informed by the commanders of the naval forces 
of their respective countries that the Federal Government is at the present moment 
having cannons prepared in tlJe arsenal of marine and projectiles made in the war 
arsenal, and that these acts will provoke on the part of the insurgents an attack 
upon the arsenals. 

This attack wou1cl bring disastrous consequences upon the neighboring quarters, 
and especin1ly the Misericordia Hospit'lll, which contains from fourteen to :fifteen 
hundred patients of all nationalities. 

aS. E. CARLOS DE CARVALHO. 
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[Inclosure 4 in No. 66.-Translation.] 

Minister of Fm·eign .AjJ"cti1·s to the Diplomatic Co1'p8. 

MINISTRY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
Rio de Janei1·o, October 24, 't893. 

I have receive<l the joint note which your excellency and the representatives of 
Portugal, Italy, the United States of America, and France addressed to me to-day, 
saying that they have been informed by the commanders of the naval forces of their 
respective countries that the Federal Government is at the present moment having 
cannon prepared in the marine arsenal and projectiles in the war arsenal. 

I have brought to the knowledge of t.he Vice-President of the Republic the facts 
set forth on this subject in the said note. 

Be pleased, etc., 
CARLOS DE CARVALHO. 

[Inclosure 5 in No. 66.-Translation.] 

Senlwr Nascimento to the Diplomat-ic Cm']JS. 

MINISTRY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
Rio de Janei1·o, Oct.obel' 27, 1893. 

The Vice-President of the Republic has taken cognizance of the verbal note which 
the representatives of England, Portngfll, Italy, the United States of America, and 
France addressed on the 24th of this month to my predecessor concerning informa­
tion received from t.he comma,nders of the respective naval forces acconling to which 
the Federal Government is having cannon prepared in the marine arsenal and pro­
jectiles made in the war arsenal. The Vice-President thinhs thftt the rights of the 
leo-al government would be singularly limited to the advantage of the insurgents if 
it~ means of defense were successively consiclerell dangerons, but his excellency 
auLhorizes me to declare to the representatives that the acts denounced do not exist.; 
no preparation of the kind indicated has been made in the two ar~:>ena.ls. 

CASSIANO DE NASCIMENTO. 

No. 68.] 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, November 10, 1893. (Received December 18.) 

SIR: I transmit herewith a short resume of historieal events and of 
the causes bearing upon the present revolution in Brazil. The data 
were gathered from various sources, and were prepared with the hope 
that it. will be of assistance in the determination of questions arising 
here. 

I have, etc., 
THOS. L. THOMPSON. 

[I11closnre in No. 68.] 

REPORT UPON THE CAUSES OF THE REVOLUTION. 

The fall of the Empire and the proclamation of the Republic took place on the 
15th of November, 1889. This result was_ bronght about by means of the united 
action of the people, sustained by the army and navy. Marshal Deodoro Fonseca 
was acclaimed l)rovisional president, and he at once set about establishing a :firm 
government, being greatly aided by Col. Benjamin Constant, to whom most Brazil­
ians seem now to give greatest credit fM the success of the revolution. A general 
election for deputies and seuators from the respective States ~provinces) to form the 
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first congress was ordered, and in due time 265 members were chosen, representing 
all of Brazil. This congress, after much debate and the carefnl consideration of 
every article, on the 24th of J'ebruary, 1891, ~Mlopted a federal co11 .~titution, with 
certain temporary articles attached. The constitution is modeled principnlly by 
those of the United States of America, Chile, aud Switzerland, and is liberal. As 
soon as this was done, in obedience to one of temporary articles, which declares 
that the first Presit1ent and Vice-President shall be electQd by Congress, an election 
was held and Deodoro Fonseca was chosen President and Floriano Peixoto Vice­
President for the first term, which ends on the 15th of November, 1894. After mucll 
contention with the congress which bad elected him, President Deodoro, on the 3d 
of November, 1891, dissolved that body and ordered a new election for March of tte 
following year. 

On the 23d of the same month the army, navy, and a majority of the expelled 
congressmen combined and forced the abdication of Presillent Deodoro in order, as 
they declarerl, to vindicate the law and the constitution, and Floriano Peixoto, the 
Vice-President, succeededaccorlling to the constitution. Deodoro, suppc;rtecl neither 
by the people, army, or navy, was obligell to accede -bo the demands of the revolu­
tion, and, being in a wretched state of health, died soon afterwanls. In the mean· 
time the provinces had respectively adopted their state constitutions and elected 
governors, and dnring the twenty days of his dictatorship most of them had given 
their adherence to Deodoro Fonseca. When Floriano Peixoto was firmly seated, 
however, by the advice of his cabinet, the most active of whom was Admiral Jose 
Custodio de Mello, his minister of marine, who is cl1ief of the present naval revolt, 
the people of the states were incitell to depose their governors, ttnd, with the aiel of 
newly appointed local officers, they elected new governors, who in time appointed 
new officers, all of whom were supposed to be favorable to Floriano's ideas. Now, 
one of the principal charges made by Mello against Peixoto is the act of interposing 
in state governments. 

The reestablishod Republic found the state of financial affairs very low and Flor­
iana took means at once to restore confidence. Amongst other embarrassment.s the 
General Company of Railways (Compauhia Gareas) had issued an immense deal of 
stock in excess of the legalliwit and its officers, it was charged, had falsified more 
shares, aggregating millions beyond the legnl issue. Deodoro was about to extend 
the protection of the Government to this gigantic scheme when Floriano refused to 
have anything to do with it. The company was thrown into bankruptcy and the 
losers (counted by hundreds of thousands) who suffered by the failnre of the Garaes 
Company at once became vindictive enemies of the Government and especially of 
its President, J.'"'loriano Peixoto. From this source coiDDlenced the opposition to Flor­
iano which culminated when 13 of the highest army and navy officers, backed by 
politicians, addressed an open letter to Floriano ordering the President to call an 
election of the people to choose a President in accordance with the provisions of 
act 42 of the constitution, which reads: "In case of vacancy from any cause, in 

· the presidency or vice-p1·esidency, before the expiration of the first two years of the 
presidential term, a new election shall be held." But the Vice-President, Peixoto, 
taking as his guide the temporary provision of the constitution, which reads, a Arti­
cle 1, section 2. The President and Vice-President thus elected shuJl occupy the pres­
idency aucl vice-presidency of the Republic during the first presidential term," 
refused to call an election. It is claimed that it was openly declared at the time of 
the adoption of the constitution that the object of the temporary provision referred 
to was to prevent a popular election until after the first presidential term, in order 
that the people should be able through experience to make a proper choice. The 
Vice-President ordered the protesting generals placed upon the retired list of the 
army. 

On the 10th of April, 1892, some of these retired officers, in association with other 
discontented elements of society, attempted a revolution, which was quickly sup­
pressed, and tile leaders of it were exiled. In J nne of the same year Congress met 
and by a large mAJjority approved the action of Floriano with regard to the quasi 
revolt, and then voted a bill of amnesty to the exiles. That Congress also confirmed 
Floriano's interpretation of the temporary provision of the conRtitution. Article 43 
of the constitution provides that "the President shall hold his office during four 
years, and is not eligible forreelectionfor the next succeeding term. (Sec. 1.) The 
Vice-Presiclent, ·who shall fill the presidency during the last year of the presidential 
term, shall not be eligible to the ·presidency for the next term of that office." A 
bill was passed in the last Congress providing that a Vice-President can under no 
circumstances be reelected in case he bas served as President for the last two years 
of the term, and Peixoto vetoed the bill. This veto is said to have been the imme 
diate pretext of Mello's revolt, the design being to obstrnct the anproacbing con­
gressional and presidential elections. Santa Catharina was never considered stead­
fast in political attachments. It is one of tho States which gave its adhesion to the 
Republic only after it was established. When Deodoro by his own ipse dixit dissolved 
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Congress, the governor of Santa Catharina, who had been chosen almost unanimously 
by the TJeopl&J wrote at once, applauding the violent action, ::md giving his adhesion 
to Deodoro's cause. 

Twenty days later, when Mello startecl a revolution, which resulted in Deodoro's 
resignation, and Floriano, a,s vice-president, succeeded him and reestablishecl the 
Congress which Deo<loro had dissolved, Governor Lauro Muller, at t.he Lehest of 
revolutionists, was forced to resign and Floriano nominated Machado as governor. 
New state officers were commissioned and a clay appointed for a g~neral election, 
which returned a new state legislative assembly, and that body chose Machado gov­
ernor. Afterwards when the revolution broke out in Rio Grande Machado took the 
part of the revolutionists against Floriano, the source of his power and position. 
He also dissolved the supreme court and denounced Floriano as an anarchist and 
tyrant. Philip Schmidt, member of the National Congress from Catharina, brought 
charges against Machado for having dissolved the supreme court, and ·.u1eler the 
operation of law he left the executive chair until his case would be heard before the 
proper tribunal. Elisen Gnilhcrme, t~he first vice-president, succeeded him. The 
people from the colonies, together with Brazilians, it is said, rmt out viet armis Guil­
herme and proclaimed HercHio de Lmr,, President, but the National Congress made 
a protest and Floriano -..vas forced to reinstate Guilherme. Guilherme left the Presi­
dency to Vice-President Christovao Pires, who is now serving. 'When Mello made 
the existing na.val revolt Christovao telegraphed to Floriano, announcing himself 
loyal to the Government. His son, employed in the post-office department, was, 
however, a suspect, a.nd was recently discharged, and the father, as governor or 
president of Catharina., is now in alliance with Mello. The Federal Government 
having little faith in the governor of Santa Cathariua~ recentl.v dispatched an aid­
de-camp and several military officers to raise a force to defend the State in conj unc­
tion with Col. Serra Martini aJl(l Maj. Firmins, who commanded the military stationer! 
there. Desterro, the capital of the State, is on the island of St. Catharina, which 
contains, including the city, about 12,000 inhabitants, the population of the State of 
Santa Catharina being about 238,000. Latest reports from that locality indicate 
that the forces of Peixoto have recaptured Desterro, which is the seat· of Mello's pro­
vincial government. 

Mr. Thornpson to Mr. Gresharn. 

No. 69.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, Novernber 10, 1893. (Received December 18, 1893.) 

SIR: A holophote established by the Government on Gloria Hill, one 
of the commanding points of the city, having been fired upon by tlw 
insurgents, complaint was made tllat the light was being used to assist 
the Government forts against Villegaignon, an insurgent fort, which led 
to the correspondence I have the honor herewith to report, as noted 
below. 

I have, etc., 
THOS. L. THOMPSON. 

[Inclosure lin No. 69-Translation.] 

Senho1· de Carvalho to M1·. Wyndham. 

MINISTRY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
.Rio de JaneiTo, Octobm·19, 1893. 

SIR: The Vice-Presiclent of the Republic to whom I have just communicated the 
object of the conversation which, at your request, I bad to-day with you, the minis­
ters of Portugal, Italy, and the United States of America, and the charge d'affaires 
of France, authorizes me to say that he agrees with yon that the holophote estab­
lished on Gloria Hilfbeing destined for the service of the police of the port should 
not assist the fortresses of entrance against Fort Villegaignon. 

Accept etc., 
CARLOS DE CARY ALHO. 
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·[Inclosure 2 in No. 59-Translation.] 

Mr. Wyndharn to Senhor Ca1·valho. 

Rro m~ JANEIRO, Octobm· 20, 1893. 
SIR: I have the honor to acknowleclge receipt of your excellency's note of ye'ster­

day, in which you inform me by authority of His Excellency, the Vice-Pres1dent of 
the Republic, that the holophote established on Gloria Hill, being destined for the 
service of the police of the port, shall not assist the fortifications of entry agamst 
the fort of Villegaignon. 

I hastened to transmit copies of this communication to the ministers of Portugal, 
Italy, the United States of North America, to the charge d'affaires of France, as 
well as to Admiral Libran for his information and of the commamlers interested. 

Accept, etc., 
HUGH WYNDHAM. 

[Inclosure 3 in No. 59-Translation.) 

Senhor Ca1·valho to Mr. Wyndham. 

MINISTRY FOR FOREIGN AFI!'AIRS, 
Rio de Janei1·o, Octobel' 23, 1893. 

SIR: Acting under the authority of the Vice-Presiclent of the Republic, I declared 
to your excellency, in a letter dated the 19th in st., that the holophote erectecl on the 
Gloria Hill, being destined for the service of the police of the port, would not aid 
the fortresses at the entrance against that of Villegaignon, and it has been strictly 
confined to this purpose, thus avoiding all pretext for hostilities that might com­
promise the security of the harmless population of this city. But, nevertheless, on 
the night of the 20th to the 21st, the light being turned upon a part of the bay lying 
between the fort of Santa Cruz and Boa Viagon, tho fort of Villegaignon fired. three 
times, and again a few minutes afterward, when the light was turned upon the 
squadron anchored toward the end of the bay. 

On the same night, about 9 p.m., a torpedo boat was seen by the light of the holo­
phote near the quay of Flamengo which approached rapidly, followed by the said 
light. Upon this the fort of Villegaignon fired three shots with a quick-firing gun; 
these shots were accompanied by tiring from "mitrailleuses" from the said launch 
as far as the point of the military arsenal. 

The same torpedo boat returned at 11 p. m., and having been seen by the light of 
the holophote when she was off the qua.y of Santa Lucia, she fired on the Gloria 
height and the shore. Again yesterday Villegaignon opened a most lively fire with 
cannon and mitrai11enscs on the said Gloria height and on the shore. 

From these attacks it results that a number of projectiles fell in the suburbs of 
Cattete and Sarangeiras. In informing your excellency of-these occurrences I abstain 
from all comment, and I take this step simply to place your excellency in posseRsion 
of authentic information without in any way wishing to create situations wl1ich 
can not be easily explained, or which can even lightly be suspected of not being the 
expression of the conscience of the rights and duties which nations admitted to the 
communion of the international law of the West must defend and observe. 

I have, etc., 
CARLOS DE CARY ALHO •. 

[Inclosure 4 in No. 59-Translation.] 

Diplom,atic Corps to the Naval Commandm·s. 

Rro DE JANEIRO, October 24, 1893. , 
The representatives of England, Portugal, Italy, the United States of North Amer­

ica and Prance have the honor to inclose herewith to Admira.l de Libran and to t.he 
commanders of the naval forces of their respective countries copy of a note addressed 
yesterday evening by the minister of foreign affairs of the Federal Government to 
Mr. Wyndham. 

The representatives of the same powers beg Admiral de Libran and the commander& 
interested to take into consideration the observations presen.ted by the minister of 
foreign affairs and which appear provoked and to make to Rear-Admiral Mello 
such representations as they shall judge useful to prevent nocturnal attacks on the 
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~ity of Rio de Janeiro by the insurgent forces, attacks that have for several (la.ys 
past endangered the lives and safety of foreigner!; and of all the inhabitants of the 
city. 

[Inclosure 5 in No. 69-Translation.] 

Naval commandm·s to the Diplomatic C01-ps. 

The commanders of the American, English, Italian, Portuguese and French naval 
forces stationed in the bay of Rio de Janeh·o, assembled to-day, the 25th of October, 
on boanl the A1·ethuse in order to take cognizance of a letter fi·om the minister of 
foreign affairs of the Government of the United States of Brazil1 which was trans­
mitted to them by the representatives of England, Portugal, Italy, the United States 
of North America, and of France. 

This letter speaks of the firing upon the city by the fort of Villegaignon and an 
insurgent torpedo boats discovered during the night by the holophote placed on the 
Gloria Hill, and the members of the diplomatic corps beg the commander::> to con­
sider w)lat representations it would be possible to address on this suject to Rear­
Admiral de Mello. 

The commanders have the honor to inform the above-mentioned members of the 
diplomatic corps that they do not think it possible to intervene in an efficacious 
manner in questions of this kind. 

They have, indeed, occasion to state that the failures to ooserve the agreements 
entered into to prevent these unfortunate incidents, occur as well on the side of the 
city as on that of the insurgents; that they are the acts of subordinates, and by con­
sequence they think it would be very difficult to prevent a renewal of them. 

[Inclosure 6 in No. 69-Translatiou.] 

AUGUSTO DE CASTILLO. 
··w. M. LANG. 
A. DE LIBERO. 
0. F. STANTON. 
A. DE LumAN. 

Diplomatic Co1'1J8 to Senhor de Canalho. 

The representatives of England, Portugal, Italy, the United States of Nor:th Amer­
ica, and of France have not failed ~o communicate to the commanders of the naval 
forces of their respective countries the note of hit:~ excellency the minister of foreign 
affairs of the 23d of October, in which he calls attention to the attacks to which 
the shore and Gloria Rill were subjected by the insurgents on the occasion of the 
projection of electric light from the holophote situated OJl this hill. 

The foreign commanders have just informed the rflprcsentatives of the before­
mentioned powers that they do not think it possible to intervene again in an effica­
cious manner in questions of this character. The commanders have in fact been in 
a position to state that the failures to ol1scrve tl1e agreements entered into to prevent 
these unfortunate incidents come as frequently from the side of the city as from that 
of the insurgents that they are the deeds of subordinates and that it would be very 
difficult to prevent their recurrence. · 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gresham 

No. 70.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
Petropolis, November 10, 1893. (Received December 18.) 

SIR: I have the honor to report that the U. S. S. Newark arrived at 
Rio de Janeiro October 19 and on the 20th I had the pleasure of a call 
from Rear-Admiral Stanton at the U.S. consulate, which I returned on 
Saturday the~lst aud was received with the usual formalities and great 
kindness by tne admiral on board the Newark. 

On the 22d I had occasion to visit the Newark again to consult the 
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Admiral, and before my departure Rear-Admiral de Mello, commander 
of the revolting squadron, came on board. When the visitor was 
announced I signified my desire to leave, but it was not convenient for 
me to do so at once~ and a few minutes later I was introduced by Ad­
miral Stanton to the commander of the i11surgeut naval forces. His 
visit was brief and seemed to be entirely of a social character, as no 
allusion whatever was made to politics or the revolution. 

In this connection it may not be out of place for me to state in justice 
to that gentleman that during his stay here and my official intercourse 
with him I saw nothing whatever to indicate partiality on the part of 
Admiral Stanton. 

I have, etc., 
THOS. L. THOMPSON. 

No. 74.] 

Mr. Thompson to JJ1r. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, November 14, 1893. (Received December 18.) 

SIR: If there is a precedent covering the conditions which have 
prevailed here since the inauguration of Mello's revolution, on the 9th 
of September, I have not been able to find it. Over two months have 
elapsed and there seems to be at this time no indication of an early 
solution of the unhappy issues. 

A remarkable feature of the conditions at the beginning of the rev­
olution was the attitude of neutrality assumed and maintained for 
several weeks by one of the principal forts in the harbor, Villegaignon, 
and also that of the naval school and arsen~,l situated upon the Ilha 
das Cobras, commanded by Admiral Saldanha de Gama, who also has 

• possession of a gunboat. This admiral is reputed to . be an avowed 
monarchist. It is said he does not hesitate to proclaim himself on all 
occasions iu favor of the reestablishment of the Empire, and that he 
declined, for that reason, to accept appointment from the Republic. 
But while he claims to be nentral in the pending contest it is generally 
believed, and I have knowledge that confirms me in t11e opiniou, that he 
is in sympathy with the insurgents, possibly in the hope that results 
favorable to the restoration of tb,e monarchy may follow the overthrow 
of the existing Government. His status of nentrality has undoubtedly 
been of great advantage to the ~1:ello movement. This, however, has 
not been uotieed by the existing Government until the last few days. 
There is nmv talk of steps beiD>g taken to subject the command ot 
Admiral de. Gam a to governmental authority. Such action will prob­
ably cause him to declare openly for the insurgents. 

The situation has been an exceedingly difficult one to deal with and 
we have been fortunate in suffering no losses to tltis date, either in life, 
property, or commerce. The position taken by this legation at the 
outset with regard to commerce has just been applied by the joint action 
of the commanders of the foreign naval forces to all foreign commerce, 
and I feel assured we shall have no serious difficulty as long as that 
attitude is maintained. 

Before the arrival of the Charleston diplomatic representatives of 
foreign nations having war ships in the harbor, viz, England, Italy, 
France, Portugal, and Germany, had conferred together with a view of 
preventing, if possible, the bombardment. of the city of Rio. Agreeably 
to the terms of your cipher telegram of September 29, in response to 
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an invitation received through the dean of the diplomatic corps, I con­
ferred on the 2d of October with the mini.sters oy England, France, 
Portugal, and Italy, and have advised you of ali Intermediary action 
taken to prevent further destruction of property and bloodshed. 

I have, etc., 
THOS. L. THOMPSON. 

JJfr. Thompson to JJfr. Gresham. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED S~I'A1'ES, 
Petropolis, November 15, 1893. (Received November 16.) 

Mr. Thompson announces that the State of Pernambuco has this day 
been placed under martial law. 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, November 16, 1893. (Received November 17.) 

Mr. Thompson transmits information sent him by the consul of the 
United States at Pernamlmco stating that the peace is not disturbed 
in the city, and reporting the suppression of newspapers and imprison­
ment of three members of Congress. 

No. 78.] 

JJlr. Thompson to JJlr. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, November 16, 1893. (Received December 18.) 

. . 

SIR: I have the honor to transmit copy and translation of decree 
No. 1597, Brazilian Government, dated November 14, placing the State 
of Pernambuco under martial law. 

This fact was reported in my cipher telegram of the 15th instant, and 
is said to have been caused by the action of a deputy of the national 
Legislature attempting to aid the cause of the insurgents by inflamma­
tory speeches. The deputy, together with two other members of Con­
gress, was imprisoned. 

I have, etc., 
THOS. L. THOMPSON. 

[Inclosure in No. 78.-Translation.] 

Decree dealar·ing Btate of siege in Per·nambuco. 

[From Diario Official, November 15, 1893.] 

Decree No. 1597 of the 14th of November, 1893, declares a state of siege until the 
30th of the current :r;nonth in the St6te of Pernambuco. The Vice-President of theRe­
public of the United States of Brazil considering that the grave internal commotions 
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which called for tl1e actual snspensiou of the guaranties of the constitution in the 
District Fer1eral :mel in some of the States in the south of the Republic, being likewise 
manifest in Pernambuco, he has determined by the terms of article 80 of the constitu­
tion to extend to that part of the territory of the nuiou the state of siege declared by 
decree No. 1577 of thtJ 28th of October ultimo from the present date to the 30th of 
the current (mouth). 

Federal Capital, the 14th of November, 1893, fifth of the Republic. 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gresharn. 

[Telegram.] 

l:<'LOlUANO PEIXOTO. 
FERNANDO LOBO. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, November 17,1893. (Heceived November 17.) 

Mr. Thompson reports that the commanders of foreign vessels have 
asked the insurgents to cease :firing while they search the harbor for 
floating torpedoes, and ask whether he may, jointly with his colleagues 
of the diplomatic corps. present that req nest of the commanders in view 
of obtaining that the forts do likewise. 

Mr. Gresham to Mr. Thompson. 

[Telegram.) 

DEPARTMEN'l' OF STATE, 
Wa8hington, November 17, 1893. 

Mr. Gresham instructs Mr. Thompr::;on to join in the request, which 
tlhould be made to both partieR, if tlle floating torpedoes are proving a 
damage to neutral vessels, that they permit tlle removal of those tor­
pedoes. 

.Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, November 18, 1893. (Heceived November 19.) 

Mr. Thomp~on transmits a request of the United States consul at 
Pernambuco, where, according to a prevalent report, the citizens and 
troops have been engaged in a conflict, that at the instance of .Ameri­
can citizens a war vessel of the United States be sent to that port. 

Mr. Gresham to Mr. Thompson. 
[Telegram.] 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
W asking ton, Novmnber 20, 1893. 

Mr. Gresham, remarking that Mr. Thompson's telegram of the 19th 
does not afford a sufficient basis for instructions, directs him to confer 
with the commander of the naval forces of the United States, and 
warns him that he should repo~t facts and not rumors. 
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Mr. Th01npson to Mr. Gresham. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, November 23, 1893. (Received November 23.) 

Mr. Thompson reports that on the previous night a shell fired from 
one of the Nictheroy batteries sank the monitor J avary of the insurgent 
ficet. 

JYir. Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, November 23, 1893. (Received November 24.) 

Mr. Thompson transmits the information given him by the minister 
of foreign ajfairs that a decisive b<"tttle may be expected to take place 
within a few days between a force of 1,800 revolutionists marching from 
Rio Grande to Santa Oatharina and 5,000 troops ordered against them 
in ten detachments by the Government. 

Mr. Thompson to JYir. Gresham. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNI'.l'ED STATES, 
Petropolis, Noven~ber 29, 1893. (Received November 29.) 

Mr. Thompson reports that the attack of the insurgents on Nictheroy 
and Santa Oatharina has been repulsed, the Pallas being wrecked and 
the ~Madeira burned. He says that the situation appears favorable to 
the Government. 

M1·. Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

No. 88.) LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
PetropoUs, November 30, 1893. (Received January 2, 1894.) 

SIR: I have the honor to transmit copy and translation of decree 
No.l602, Brazilian Government, continuing in the District Federal and 
the States of Pernambuco, Rio de Janeiro, San Paula, Parana, Santa 
Oatharina, and Rio Grande do Sul, the state of siege (martial law) 
heretofore declared. 

I have, etc., 
THOS. L. THOMPSONr. 

[Inclosure in No. 88.-Translation.] 

De01·ee No. 1602, Novembc1· 29, 1893, declaring state of siege. 

Continues until December 25 next to come the state of siege declared by decrees 
No. 1577, Octouer 28 last, and No. 1597, November 14 current. 

The Vice-President of the Republic of the Vnited States of Brazil. 
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Considering that the reasons of the decrees No. 1577, October 28 last, and No. 1597 
of the 14th of the current month, continue to exist, resolves by the provisions of 
article 80 of the constitution to continue until the 25th of December next to come 
the state of siege declared by the decrees cited in the District :Federal and the States 
of Pernam bnco, Rio de Janeiro, San Paula, Parana, Santa Catharina, and Rio 
Grande do Snl. 

:Federal Capital, November 29th, 1893, :fifth of the Republic. 

From Diario Official, November 30, 1893. 

Mr. Thornpson to Mr. Gresharn. 

[Telegram.] 

:FLORIANA PEIXOTO. 
FERNANDO I,ono. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Rio de Janeiro, December 1, 1893. 

Mello left bay at one this morning, going south in Aquidaban. 
· THOMPSON. 

Mr. Thornpson to Jtir. G1·esharn. 

LEGA'l'ION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
No. 93.] Petropolis, Decernber 4, 1893. (Received January 2, 1894.) 

SrR: Since the transmission of my No. 74, November 14, the most 
important event which has taken place here was the departure -of 
A.dmiral Mello from the waters of the bay of Rio de Janeiro. On the 
29th of November he notified the foreign naval commanders that he 
was preparing to leave, and at 1 o'clock in the morning December 1 
sailed out of the bay in his :flagship the Aquidaban, accompanied by 
the Esperanza, an armed transport belonging to his :fleet. I witnessed 
the departure of the insurgent commander from the deck of the Charles­
ton. The transport was in ad vance of the :flagship and they passed the 
entrance to the sea under a blaze of fire from the forts, which was hotly 
returned by the Aqu·idaban and the insurgent fort Villegaignon. Mello 
sailed south, and has since been reported at anchor off Ilha Grande, a 
quarantine station 60 miles south of Rio. During the firing, as the 
ships went out, they were struck; the engineer of the Esperan.za was 
killed and her machinery damaged. No other damage has been 
reported on either side. The destination of Mello is supposed to be 
Desterro, the seat of the Provisional Government set up by him, or. 
Montevideo, though it is conjectured he may change his course and 
go north to Pernambuco for the purpose of intercepting there some new 
war vessels arriving for the Government. The effect of Mello's change 
of base is variously estimated, one theory being that he has made an 
agreement with the neutral admiral, Saldanha da Gama, by which the 
latter is to unite with him and aid in the overthrow of Peixoto, and in 
the event of success the proposition of da Gama to reestablish the 
empire is to be submitted to the people. Certain it is that Admiral da 
Gama has been actively engaged in fortifying the Ilha das Cobras, and 
it is believed he will in the course of a few days assume eommand of 
all the insurgent forces in the bay. Except as to his past attitude of 
neutrality in the pending crisis, he seems to be well thought of by the 



78 FOREIGN RELATIONS. 

people. From conversa.tions had with them on the subjoot I conclude 
that the commandants of the foreign naval forces are of the opinion 
that iu the receut engagements precediug the departure of Mello, the 
insurgents suffered some irreparable losses, chiefly in ships aud muni­
tions -of war. 

I have, etc., 
THOS. · L. THOMPSON. 

Mr. Th01npson to Mr. Gresham. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF 'l'HE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, December 5, 1893. (Received December 12.) 

Fifteen leading American merchants Rio de Janeiro send tll.is message: 
This city fired into daily with small shot and shell without any notice. 
A number of foreigners have been killed. vVe ask that our squadron 
be instructed to prevent firing into the city until proper notice is given, 
and to keep constantly a line of communication with the coiJsulate. 

THOMPSON. 

JJ[r. Thompson to ]}fr. Gresharn. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, Decernber 5, 1893. (Received December 6.) 

Mr. Thompson reports that the insurgent vessels are at present in a 
very bad condition; that Mello bas sailed from the quarantine station 
at Ilha Grande, which be pillaged., in a southerly direction, and that it 
does not seem to be necessary to send a war vessel at this time to Per­
nambuco under the present condition of affairs there . 

.IJ:lr. Thompson to ]}fr. Gresharn. 

No. 94.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, December 5, 1893. (Received January 2, 1894.) 

SIR: Concerning the matter of born bardment, I have the honor to 
report great difficulty in dealing sat.isfactorily with that subject owing 
to peculiar conditions which emba,rrass the situation. Tbe Govern­
ment is situated within the corporate limits of the city of Rio de Janeiro 
and can not be deprived of the right to defend itself from assault. The 
city has remained unfortified, but infantry with small arms are sta­
tioned near the shore to prevent the approach of insurgent launches to 
land troops. 

When launches or torpedo boats approach the shore they are fired 
upon by tl10 Government troops sta,tioned on tile water fi·ont, and 
that is made a pretext for indi~criminate firing on aU parts of the city 
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with machine guns stationed at Fort Villegaignon and on the war ships 
of the insurgents. · 

No regular bombardment with large guns has taken place, but many 
men, women, and children have been killed at points far removed from 
tbe location of the infantry on the city front, and the. commanders of 
the foreign. naval forces dedined to interfere to prevent the indiscrimi­
nate firing. I foresaw this difficulty and suggested tllat the naval 
commanders should require the insurgents to give :notice of any inten­
tion to bombard the city. They did not, however, think they could do 
that, because in warning Mello not to bombard they had assumed an 
attitnde of hostility to the insurgents. I am still of the opinion that 
the indiscriminate firing npon innocent people should stop or at least 
timely notice be g·iven of the bombardment to enable noncombatants to 
place themselves beyond the reach of the fire. In some iustnnces large 
shells have been fired into the city. lt seems to me that inst.ructions 
similar to those given to Admiral McCann*' in Uhili covering bombard­
ment would apply very well to the situation here. In this connection 
I have the honor to submit, as per inclosures herewith, copies of cor­
respondence that bas taken place since my last report between the 
Government, the diplomats whose Governments are represented by 
naval forces, and the foreign commanders; also a letter touching the 
subject of bombardment, addressed to me by American merchants 
residing in Rio, most of whom are engaged in the coffee trade, and all 
of whom are worthy citizens. 

I have, etc., 
THOS. L. THOMPSON. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 94.] 

MEMOitANDUM. 

Obsetvations rnade by the British Minisfet. 

BRITISH LEGATION, Novernbet· 9, 1893. 
On the night of the 7th instant I received a telegram from the minister for foreign 

affairs begging me to call upon him at his ministry on the 8\b instant at midday. I 
accordingly did so. His excellency said that on the 6th insta.nt while firing wns 
going on between the forts at the entranc;:~ of the IJa.y ancl Villegaignon, some people 
along the shore had applauded when some shots fell upon the fort, which then fired 
upon them, the fire being returned with rifles by the Government troops; that on 
the same day the Aquidaban fired for nearly a quarter of an llour upon the town with 
machine guns throwing ba1ls in various directions, and amongst other places the 
Miserecordia hospital wns struck on that day. That by tho fire from the Aquidaban 
and Villegaignon one civilian had been killed and two persons won11defl i~1 the city; 
that while the .Aquillaban was firing Nome steam launches from the foreign squadron 
were seen to approach her, and that she then ceased firing and bad not since then 
fired upon the town. His excellency said that he di<.l not know whether to attribute 
this fact to any remonstrances on the pa.rt of the foreign squadron or not. But be 
said that although the Aquidab;m had ceased to tlre on the town, Villegaignon lla(l 
not, and that gnus l1ad been at intervals fired during the following day, the 7th 
instant, sometimes in one direction, sometimes in another, and that the holophote 
on the Gloria had been fired at in broad daylight. 

Senhor Nascimentoremimledmethat the Government had entered into an agTeement 
wi~h the forejgn representatives not to fire with gnus upon the fort or ships; there 
had, he said, uceu rifle firiug from the town and into the town from steam launches 
which hud not done much harm. Allnding to the firing onto the Glo1·ia holophote 
some time ago he saill that tbat had been attributed by the forejgn naval com­
mamlers to the act of snhor(li11atc officinls, whieh statement the Federal GoYermnent 
had accepted, it having emn,na ted from the foreign comman\lers, uut in thitl case the 

*See House Ex. Doc. No. 91, Fifty-second Cong~ ·ess, fitst session, pp. 237,244. 
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town had been fired upon by the insurgent :flagship. His excellency went on to say . 
that the Government had strictly observefl tbeir engagement bnt that they would be 
strangely limited in their rights if they wBre not to return the firf' of the insurgents 
if they fired upon the town. He sn;id that he was afraid that as th{4y became des- . 
perate they would have recourse to the same acts in order to create, if possible, a 
panic in the town and he begged to call my serious n,ttention to tlle matter. 

I sent a short memorandum of my conversrLtion with Senhor Nascimento to Capt. 
Lang yesterday, begging him to report it to the Italian admiral, and I also spoke to 
M. Lugun on the subject and I expressed the hope tba the would see Admiral Magnaghi 
at once with regard to it, which he said he would. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 94. -Translation.] 

Naval commanders to the Diplomat·ic Co1'p8. 

RIO DE JANEIRO, NovembfYr 17, 1893. 
The commanding officers o'f the naval forces, as a sequel to their telegmm of the 

9th instant, have the honor to add that in their opinion the cannon firing tpat the 
Brazilian Government reproaches the Aq1l'idaban and Villegaignon with having 
directed against the city is not of a different nature ii·om that which passes inces­
santly between the insurgents and the Government troops along the quays, in the 
fusillades to which the Government itself does not seem to attach much importance, 
as shown by its note to the dean of the diplomatic corps. Indeed, the shots from the 
Aqwidaban and Villegaignon in the direction of the city were evidently fired with 
mitrailleuse and other arms of small caliber, to reply to the fire of the land troops 
against tbo insurgent boats and the garrison of Villegaignon. 

The commanding officers have several times bad to recognize that the insurgent 
forces could not always be accused of having provoked these little fights. They have 
probably been frequently brought about by the inexperience of the troops stationed 
along the quays, an inexperience that has been proven by the fact that these troops 
fired upon a Portuguese boat carrying its war flag. 

On this occasion the Government excused itself by saying that the troops had not 
recognized the :flag ~md thought that they were firing upon an insurgent boat. 

In this state of affairs the commanding officers can only confirm the opinion that 
they have expressed in their telegram, namely, that there is not Hnfficient reason to 
address a collective note to Admiral de Mello in order to remind him of his agree­
ment. 

The commander of the Portuguese naval forces. 
AUGUSTO DE CASTILHO. 

The commander of the Dutch naval :forces. 
HOFF:\IANN. 

The commander of the naval forces United States America. 
HENRY F. PICKING, 

The commander of the English naval forces. 
N. M. LANG. 

The rear-admiral commanding the French naval forces. 
A. DE LIB RAN, 

The rear-admiral commanding the Italian naval forces. 
G. B. MAGNAGHI. 

[Inclosure 3, in No. 94.-Translation.] 

Diplomatic COJ]JS to the Ministm· of Foreign Affai1'8, 

RIO DE JANEIRO, November 16, 1893. 
The ministers of England, Portugal, Italy~ the United States of America, and the 

charg-e d'affaires of France have the honor to inform his excellency the minister 
of foreign affairs that the commanding officers of the foreign naval forces in the 
bay of Rio de Janeiro having examined the complaints made on the 8th instant to 
the dean of the diplomatic corps are of the opinion that the fire directed upon the 
city of Rio de Janeiro by Fort Villegaignon nnd by the Aqnidaban with machine 
gnus was provoked by the incessant firing of inexperienced troops stationed along 
the shore of the city. 

The commanders are fully of the opinion that umler the circumstances it would 
not be appropriate to communicate with Admiral de Mello in order to remind him of 
his engagements. 
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[Inclosure 4 in No. 94.-Translat.ion.] 

Minister jo1· Fo1·e·ign Ajfai1·s to the Diplomatic Corps. 

MINISTRY lfOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
Rw de Janei1·o, November 21, 1893. 

The minister of state for foreign affairs has had the honor to receive the note which 
the ministers of England, Portugal, Italy, the United States of America, and the 
charge d'affaires of the French Republic addrcsse(l to him on the 16th instant 
announcing that the commanding officers of the respective na\·a.l forces in the ba.y of 
Rio de Janeiro havii1g examined the complaints made by him to the dean of the dil1-
lomatic corps nre of the opinion that the fire directed upon tho eity by the fort of 
Villegaignou and the battle ship Aqnidaban with qnick firiug guns was provoked by 
the incessant fnsillades of inexperienced troops stationed along the shore of the city. 

The object of the conference of the 8th instant to which the note alludes was uot 
and could not be the presentation of complaints against the conduct of the illsnr­
gents, but merely to make known that they continued to fire upon the defenseless city 
in spite of the existing agreements. 

In this conference the minister of state for foreign affairs confirmed what he said 
on the 27th of the preceding month to the foreign diplomatic agents, namely, that 
his entrance-into the ministry would in no wise change that which bad been agreed 
upon, for the reason that under the present administration the direction of political 
affairs belongs to the President of the Republic, that the Govemment persisted in its 
intention of not placing cannon on the existing batteries, and that it was not exact 
to say that cannon were being prepared in the marine arsenal and that projectiles 
were being made in the war·arsenal, and finally that the squadron, already despair­
ing of victory, as soon as it thought itself lost would violate in toto the agreements 
it had entered into with the foreign naval forces. · 

The Vice-President of the Republic, with all due deference to the beliet of the 
commanders, can not nnderst,and how, their ships being actually anchored at the 
end of the bay and the view being intercepted by the Ilhas da Cobras, they can be 
certain that the fire of the fort of Villegaignon and of the battle ship Aqwidaban was 
provoked by the incessant fusillades of the inexperienced troops of the shore. 

Doubtless muskets have been fired from the shore, but alwnys justifiably. The 
commanders can not pretend, for instance, that the troops stationed along the shore 
should remain passive when the boats of the insurgents approach in a hostile man­
ner. In driving them off by musket firing they exercise the right of defense which 
the Government has not yet surrendered and certainly will not surrender. It is a 
matter of public notoriety ancl one which the commanders can not ignore that the 
insurgents :fire upon the city indiscriminately, killing and wounding many people 
and destroying property in places which are free from all hostile action. 

The Vice-President takes cognizance of the notice given out by the commanders 
that it would not be proper for them to address Mr. Mello to remind him that he 
should respect his agreements. 

[Inclosure 5 in No. 94.] 

Messt·s. James B. Kennedy and others to Mr. Thompson. 

RIO DE JANEIRO, No1Jember 29, 1893. 
SIR: The undersigned AmeriCan citizens doing Lusiness in this city, feeling that 

their lives are daily endangered without any notice, respectfully request that, if you 
do not deem it inappropriate, you will send to our Government at Washington in 
their name the following message: "This city is :fired into daily with small shot 
and shells without any notice. A number of foreigners have been killed. We ask 
that our squadron be instructed to prevent :firing into the city nnW proper notice 
is given and to keep constantly a line of communication with the consulate." 

Thanking yon in advance for complying with our request, which we trust you will 
feel able to do, we subscribe ourselves, your obedient servants, 

JAMES B. KENNEDY. E. T. LAWRENCE, JR. 
LOUIS R. GHAY. WILLIAM H. LAWHENCE. 
WILLIAl\1 T. ANDERSON. JOHNS. KEOGH. 
WILLIAM .J. EWING. s. T. STRATTON. 
FR:\NK NORTON. J. V. BECHTINGER. 

A. c. HILL.• 

FR--6 
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JJ[r. Thompson to Jlfr. Gresham. 

No. 95.J LEGATION OF THE UNITED STA'l'ES, 
Petropolis, December 5, 1893. (Received January 27, 1894.) 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your telegram 
of November 20, stating that you were unable to base instructions upon . 
my telegram of November 18. 

Referring to the above, I beg to state that the information telegraphed 
was the same as received by me and I have not been able to obtain any­
thing more definite from J\tir: Burke, who reports only rumors of impend­
ing dangers at Pernambuco. Information from other sources, however, 
signifies that all is quiet in that State, and Uapt. Picking will not send 
a naval ve8sel there. 

I have, etc., 
THOS. L. THOMPSON. 

Mr. Thompson to Jl;[r. Gresham. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGA'l'ION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petro1Jolis, December 9, 1893. (Received December 10.) 

Mr. Thompson, referring to his dispatch No. 74, reports that Admiral 
da Gama has declared in f<:tvor of a restoration of the Government such 
as it existed before the Repul>lic was established and joined the cause 
of the insurgents. 

111r. 11/wrnpson.to Mr. Greshatn. 

LTelegram.] 

LEGA'l'ION OF 'J.'HE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, December 13, 1893. (Received December 14.) 

Mr. Thompson reports that he has had an interview with the minister 
of foreign affairs of the Federal Government, who declared on behalf of 
the same, that the restoration of the Empire will be henceforth the object 
of the insurgents. 

lJfr. Thompson to Jlf1·. Gresham. 

[Telegram.] 

.JEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, December 14, 1893. (Received December 14.) 

Mr. Thompson announces that the naval officers of Great Britain 
have ceased protecti11g their shipping upon a notice given by DaGama 
to the foreign comnmnders that he is about to make an effort to stop 
merchandise fi.'om being landed. 
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Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, December 17, 1893. (Received December 18.) 

Mr. Thompson, in announcing that the commanding officers have 
ceased to interfere for the protection of commerce, states that there 
has been no change in the situation, and expresses the opinion that 
1\'Ir. Gresham's instructions of November 1 should be carried out. He 
adds that it appears from the protest of American vessels that Capt. 
Picking, the senior officer of the United States forces, has also with­
drawn intervention; but it has not been possible to verify this, as 
Capt. Picking does not communicate with the land. 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

No. 107.] LEGATION OF THE UNI'J,'ED STATES, 
Petropolis, December 18, 1893. (Received February 3, 1894.) 

SIR: I have the honor to transmit copy and translation of the mani­
festo of Rear-Admiral Saldanha da Gama, dated December 7, but which 
was not made public until the 9th of this montu, also copy and trans­
lation of a decree issued by the Brazilian Government declaring 
Admiral Saldanha a des~rter, etc. 

From the manifesto it will be seen that the insurgents now propose 
to change the form of government, overthrowing the Republic and 
restoring the Empire, subject, however, to a ratification by the people. 
It is understood that this ratification would be merely a matter of form, 
and should the insurgents be successful the Empire will undoubtedly 
be restored. The moral effect alone of a victorious armed force would 
insure this result. 

The reception, however, of this manifesto has not been at all flatter­
ing to the monarchical cause. It has been met by opposition in nearly 
every state, and the press has been filled daily with protestations. 
The many appeals of Admiral Saldanha to the officers of the federal 
army t9 aid him have been met with refusals and expressions of loy­
alty to the Republic. 

It can not be denied, however, that there is much sympathy with the 
restoration movement. This is confined mostly to the former officers 
under the Empire, and those who received distinction, social or other­
wise, under it. They have very little, if any, influence with the masses, 
and are apparently inactive, giving, no doubt, financial aid to the 
insurgents. • 

Since the failure of the people to flock to the imperial standard, it is 
said Admiral Saldanha will issue another manifesto denying that it 
was his purpose to restore the monarchy. What effect this will have 
can not be foretold. 

I have, etc., 
THOS. L. THOMPSON. 
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[Inclosure 1 in No. 107.-Tr;nslation.] 

Manifesto of Rear-Ad·rniral Saldanha da Garna, of the Brazilian namJ. 

To my Fellow-citizens: 
[From 0 Paiz, December 10, 1883.) 

Being averse, both on principle and by instinct, to aU manner of revolt, I have 
never engaged in intrigues of any kind. . 

Now, however, in the painful historical crisis through which our native land and 
our government are passing, the situation of the country compels me to take part in 
the contest. • 

Accepting this situation, which patriotism forces upon me, I join hands-without 
any prelimina.ry arrangement, in broad daylight, and with a realizing sense of the 
responsibility which I am assuming-with my brethren who have been valiantly 
fighting for a y~ar past on the plains of Rio Grande do Sui, a.nd for three months 
past in the harbor of this cnpital, to free Brazil from a military despotism, which is 
rendered still more unbearable by a combination of partisan bigotry with the most 
unbridled Jacobinism. 

Being a naval officer and having been an opponent of militarism all my life, I am 
now going to fight it with the sword. Being a Brazilian, it is to my interest to make 
every effort to put an end to this terrible crisis which has brought our country to 
anarchy and into discredit, and has crushed out all its liberties. 

Both logic and justice warrant us in seeking, by force of arms, to replace the Gov­
ernment of Brazil where it was on the 15th of November, 1889, when in an unguarded 
moment-a moment of national stupefaction-it was overthrown by a military insur­
rection, of which the present Government is but a continuation. 

The respect, however, which is due to the will of the nation, freely expressed, tells 
us that it is proper for it to choose, on its own responsibility, the kind of institutions 
that it desires to adopt. · 

I offer my life, together with the liv€YS of my companions in arms, as a sacrifice on 
the altar of my country. 

The army, which is now doing battle with its proverbial bravery, can no longer 
continue to defend a Government that has lost the moral support of the nation and 
its credit in foreign countries. Its persistence in tLat inglorious role, even should 
it be successful, would at length change it from a national force, as it is now, into a 
pretorian guard, like those unuer the later Roman Empire. 

The cry for our political Tedemption, which was raised on our southern frontier, 
and which 11assed through Santa Catharina, Parana, and S. Paulo until it reached 
this capital, has now reechoed in the extreme north. 

Brazilians, in order to hasten t"Re victoTy which, sooner or later, is sure to come, 
you must lend the weight ofyour moral inflnence to the struggle. It is a well-known 
fact that the national cause in whose defense I am about to enlist already has the 
support of all the conservative classes of Brazilian society, of the toilers and pro­
ducers, and of those, too, who are opposed to sedition, mutiny, and disorder. 

The will of these classes must prevail, and they must, therefore, unmistakably 
make it known that they are determined to shake off the abominable yoke of slavery 
which the military despotism of 1889 would fain keep on their necks. 

Compatriots, nations that yield up their rights can not complain of their oppres­
sors. 

Brazil, whose past history is brief but honorable, has a gTeat future before her. 
She can only attain it by freeing herself from a despotism which degrades her, both 
in her own eyes and in those of the ci vilizeu world. 

Show that we are not a conquered but a free people that is conscious of its destiny. 
This is the situation. · 
I hope to be able to perform my duty as a Brazilian, whatever sacrifices it may 

cost. 
Do you perform yours! 

!LHA DAS COBRAS, Decmnbm· 7, 1893. 

Lurz FELIPPE SALDANHA DA GAMA 
Rear-Admiral in the -Yational Navy. 

[Inclosure· 2 in No. 107.-Translation.J 

Decree of Acting President Peixoto, of Decernbm· 10, 1899. 

Whereas, Rear-Admiral J:uis Felippe de Sa;Idanha da Gama, the officer in charge 
o~ the naval scho~l, who ~nJoyed t:J;te full confidence of t~e Government, has betrayed 
h1s trust by abettmg the m~urrectwn led by Rear-Admiral Custodio Jose de Mello 
which he ha,s declared, in a public dQcm;nent1 t4at he {avo:ts; · · · .~ 
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Whereas, Rear-Admiral Saldanha, who was charged with the training of youth 
for the honorable profession of seamanship, has, instead of instructing his pupils in 
the principles of order and discipline, incited them to revolt, in direct opposition to 
republican teachings, and has inculcated doctrines at variance with, and subversive 
of, all principles of civil probity and military honor; 

Whereas, he bas for three months betrayed the confidence placed in him by the 
Government, which supposed him to be engaged in the faithful performance of his 
duties, inasmuch as he was almost daily asking for the supplies which he needed, in 
order to meet the wants of the n:wal school; 

Whereas, when he visited the-marine hospital, in the name of humanity, to main­
tain order and security, his only object was to incite the seamen of the navy who 
were on sick leave and the employes of that institution to revolt just as he had pre­
viously done to the naval cadets; 

·whereas, he has &ecretly collected elements of war and il~ega1ly taken possession 
of articles belonging to the Gov-ernment that were in the commissariat-general of 
the navy; 

Whereas, during the night between the 9th and lOth ins tan~ he opened a brisk fire 
with artillery and small arms upon the troops that are guarding public establish­
ments and defending the coast, his projectiles striking many central points in this 
capital; 

Therefore, I, the undersigned, Vice-President of the Republic of the United States 
of Brazil, have resolved to include Rear-Admiral Luiz Felippe de Saldanha da Gama 
among the number of the insurgents of the national navy, who are already consid­
ered deserters, to declare him a traitor to his country, because he seeks to overthrow 
the Republic by force of arms, and to subject him, on account of these crimes, to the 
penalties provided by military law. 

Rear-Admiral Felippe .Firmino Rodrigues Chaves, minister of state for naval affairs, 
will see that this decree is executed. 

Done at the federal capital, December lOth, 1893. 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gresharn. 

[Telegram.] 

l<..,LORIANO PEIXOTO, 
l!'IRMINO CHA YES. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STA'l'ES, 
December 21, 1893. (Received December 21.) 

Mr. Thompson reports that Capt. Picking has refused protection to 
American vessels which have been aJlowed by the proper authorities to 
land their cargoes at the docks and in the neighborhood, basing his 
action on the ground that the line of fire of the insurgents would be 
interfered with and neutrality consequently violated. He explains that 
inasmuch as the said line of fire is not confined to any particular place 
in the bay, besides being desultory, the commerce of the United States 
will suffer serious impediments in consequence. He reports that in 
compliance with an order issued some days ago by tbe Government 
merchant vessels have left their berths near the islands of Enchados, 
Cobras, and Santa Barbara. 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

[Telegram.] 

. LEGATION OF THE UNITED S'l'ATES, 
Petropolis, December 22, 1893. (Received December 22.) 

Mr. Thompson reports that the Federal Government, with a view to 
attacking the insurgent ships which lately adopted the practice of firing 
upon the troops on shore from amongst the merchant vessels of foreign 
nations with which they had sought refuge, has issued an order for such 
exposed vessels to move. 
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111.r. Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNI'l'ED STATES, 
Petropoli."f, December 25, 1893. (Received December 27.) 

Mr. Thompson communicates a notice sent by the insurgents to the 
Italian admiral of their intention to bombard should they not receive 
recognition as belligerents; he observes that the engagements with the 
insurgents have not been enforced by the naval commanding officers 
and reports that a very perceptible change of feeling in favor of the 
Government has been created by the proclamation in which DaGama 
favors the restoration of the Empire. 

Mr. Gre8ham to JJ{r. Thompson. 

[Telegram.) 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, December 25, 1893. 

You should remain in Rio unless danger is greater than reported. 
GRESHAM. 

Mr. Thompson w Mr. Greshmn. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, December 26, 18.93. (Received December 27.) 

Mr. Thompson reports that DaGama has on this day sent him, 
through Capt. Picking, a communication setting forth that the insur­
gents have the support of the people; that they are conducting naval 
operations in the so nth, where they have a squadron; that it is now four 
months since they engaged in the revolution, and that they ask for 
recognition as belligerents. He adds that the request will not be recom­
mended by the diplomatic corps. 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, December 27, 1893. (Received December 28.) 

Have been in Hio most of the time; always when needed. Your 
suggestion will be observed. 

THOMPSON. 



BRAZIL. 87 

Mr. Thompson to Jlfr. Gresham. 

No. 112.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED ST.A.'rES, 
Petropolis, December 27, 1893. (Received February 3, 1894.) 

SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith copy and translation of 
decree No. 1617, Brazilian Government, prolonging the state of siege 
heretofore declared in certain States of the Republic. 

I have, etc., 
THOS. L. THOJ\'IPSON. 

[Inclonue in No. 112~- Translntion.] 

Decree No. 1617 of the 25th of December, 1893-P1·olongs to the 31st of January next the 
state of siege declared by decree No. 1602 of Novembm· 29, 1893. 

The VICE-PUESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE UNITED STATES OF BRAZIL: 

Seeing that the serious internal disturbance that led to the suspension of the con­
stitutional gr;aranties in certain parts of the territory of the Republic has not yet 
ceased, resolv~s by the terms of article 80 of the constitution to prolong up to Janu­
ary 31 next thE' state of siege in which, by decree No. 1602 of November 29last, were 
declared the federal district ancl the States of Pernambuco, Rio de Janeiro, Sao 
Paulo, Parana, Santa Catharina, and Rio Grand.e do Sul. 

Capital federal, December 25, 1893, fifth of the Republic. 
FLORIANO PEIXOTO, 
CASSIANO DO NASCIMENTO. 

Mr. Thompson to lifT Gresham. 

No. 114.J LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
PetTopolis, DecembeT 28, 1893. (Received February 3, 1894.) 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your telegram 
of December 26, instructing that I remain in Rio and at the same time 
to confirm mine of the 27th in reply. · 

In this connection I beg to state that from the beginning of the naval 
revolt we have had two trains a day without interruption between Rio 
and Petropolis; that during the months of September aml October, and 
until the 20th of November, I was in Rio every day from 10 a. m. until 
4 p.m., and when necessary remained there over night. During this 
period I was several times exposed to the fire of the insurgents, and on 
one occasion to that of the Government troops while on official business 
at the foreign office. I have never missed an engagement, and am not 
aware that I was ever absent when my presence there was required in 
an official capacity. About the 20th of November the dean and other 
members of the diplomatic corps, whose governments are represented 
here by naval forces, having, through the intermediary action of the 
latter with the insurgents, adjusted an accord to prevent bombardment 
of the city, ceased making daily trips to Rio. Excepting one period of 
eight days since the 20th November, when I was not well enough to go, 
I have been down from two to three times a week. 

Fearing that some unwarranted report may have caused you to think 
otherwise I deem it proper to make this statement. 

I have, etc., 
THOS. L. THOlVIPSON. 
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Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Rio de Janeiro, December 30, 1893. 

Da Gama has been notified by the commandants that two days' 
notice must be given before a bombardment. 

No. 117.] 

THOMPSON • 

.Jitlr. Thompson to Mr . .Gtesham. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, December 31, 1893. (Received Feb. 3, 1894.) 

SIR: I have the honor to inclose copies of three notes from the 
diplomatic corps to the foreign commanders. 

I have, etc., 
THOS. L. THOMPSON. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. liT- Translation.] 

Diplomatic Corp s to th e Naval Commandants. 

PETROPOLIS, D ecembf'r 17, 1893. 
The representatives of Great Britain, Italy, the United States, Germauy, Austria­

Hungary, France, and Portugal, at the request of Rear-Admiral Magnaghi, handed 
to the dean of the diplomatic corps by Capt. Lang, on the 3d of this month, have 
lost no time in approaching the minister for foreign relations of the federal Govern­
ment, with a view to securing for foreign shipping a landing place other than that 
at the navy-yard, which no longer afforded the requisite safety. 

The federal Government, in compliance with the request of the representatives of 
~he abo>e nameu powers, have just given notice to the consular authorities con­
cerned tbat the new landing place selected is the place of the city of Rio de Janeiro, 
known as Pra~ta da Harmonia. 

lind<ostue 2 in No. 117- Translation.l 

Diplomai'ic Corps to the Naval Commandants. 

PETHOPOLIS, December 19, 1893. 
The representatives of Great Britain, Italy, the United States, France, and Portu­

gal, have the honor to submit for the consideration of the commanding ofiicers of 
their respective naval forces certain information to the effect that it is Rear-Admiral 
Saldanha da Gama's intention to 1)revent all merchandise from reaching either the 
custom-house or the shore. They beg them to observe that such a pretension would 
hamper the commercial operations of the foreigners which the said representatives 
and commanding officers are charged by their respective governments with the duty 
of protecting. The representatives of the above-named powers also call the atten­
tion of the commanding officers to the fact that ~hells and projectiles of various cali­
bers fired by the insurgent forces fall into the city of Rio de Janeiro and make 
numerous and innocent victims of all nationalities. They deem it their duty to espe­
cially call the commanders' attention to the engagement assumed by Mr. Saldanha 
da Gama not to fire upon the city "save under imperative circumstances." (Salvo 
circonstancias imperiosas.) 
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[Inclosure 3 in No. 117-Translation.) 

Diplornatio Corps to the Na1'al Cornrnandants. 

PETROPOLIS, Decernbe1· 17, 1893. 
The diplomatic corps have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the telegram 

of the 13th of December, of the commanders of the foreign naval forces, and beg to 
remark that they hold themselves, as they have heretofore, at their entire disposal 
whenever imperative circumstances may render a eonference necessary. A notice, 
either by letter or telegram, sent in good time to Pet.ropolis will suffice to secure a 
meeting on the very next day at noon, at the dean of the diplomatic corps, in the 
office of the British eonsulat~, Travessa Dom Manoel, No.8, at Rio de Janeiro. 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

No. 118.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, December 31, 1893. (Received February 3, 1894.) 

SIR: I have the honor to inclose herewith a note from the foreign 
commanders to Admiral da Gama on the subject of the bombardment 
of Rio. 

I have, etc., 
THOS. L. THOMPSON. 

[Inclosure in No. 118.- Translation.] 

:Naval Comrnandanf8 to .Rear-.Ad·mi1·al da Gama. 

RIO DE J ANKIRO, December !!5, 1893. 
The commanding officers of the naval forces ofitaly, England, France, the United 

States of America1 Portugal, and Anstria-Hnngary have the honor to inform Admi­
ral Saldanha that in case the bombardment should become inevitable, contrary to 
every expectation, they will exact, while not committing themselves to any course 
of action, that a previous notice of at least two days will be given in order to put 
in safety their fellow-countrymen who inhabit the city, and all their property float­
ing on the bay. 

The commander of the Austrian naval forces, 
HOLECJIK. 

The commander of the Portuguese naval forces, 
DE 0ASTILHO. 

The commander of the naval forces of the United States of America, 
PICKING. 

The commander of the French naval forces, 

'l'he commander of the English naval forces, 

The rear-admiral commanding Italian naval forces, 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Greshnm. 

DE BARBEYRAC. 

LANG. 

G. B. MAGNAGHI. 

No.119.] LEGA'l'ION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, December 31, 1893. (Received February 3, 1894.) 

SIR: I have th~ honor to inclose copy of a letter from the minister 
of foreign affairs of December 16, 1893, to the dean of the diplomatic 
corps, and a note from the diplomatic corps of the 19th instant, trans­
mitting the above to the commanding officers of the foreign naval 
forces. 

I have, etc., 
THOS. L. THOMPSON. 
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[Inclosure 1 in No.199-Translation.] 

Senl10r Nasc·imento to M1·. Wyndham. 

RIO DE JANERIO, December 16, 1893. 
SIR: On two of the points of our conference of the 14th instant I have to com­

municate to you that which follows: 
The Vice-President of the Republic, wishing to give to the members ·of the dip­

lomatic corps a proof of his desire to be agreeable to them, permits the embarking 
and disembarking to be made at the quay of the Pra~ta da Harmonia as stated in 
the notice of the chief of police published by the Diario Official in its issue of to-day. 

As to the anchorage of the ships of war, it has not been changed by the Govern­
ment. The change was made by the commanders of the foreign naval vessels who, 
without asking permission from the competent local authority and accepting an 
invitation from M. de Mello, anchored in the part of the bay where they now are. 
If the commanders should come back to the customary anchorage and if the Govern­
ment wished to fire on Cobras Island another would be assigned to them. 

Be pleased to accept, etc., 
CASSIANO NASCIM:IJ;NTO. 

[Inclosme 2 in No. ll!l-Translation.] 

D-iplomatic C01ps to the Naval Commandants. 

PETROPOLIS, December 19, 1893 . . 
As a sequel to their note of the 17th insta11t the reprcf'~>ntntives of the powers 

interested have the honor to transmit to the comm:tm:ling officers of tbe foreign 
naval forces the inclosed copy of a communication from M. Cassiano Nascimento 
dated tbe 16th of the present month and received yesterday by the dean of the 
diplomatic corps, the English minister. 

As the commanders will see, the minister of foreign affairs of the Federal Gov­
ernment, in the said communication, indicates as fixed at the quay of the Pra~ta da 
Harmonia the new place for embarking and disembarking; he replies, likewise to 
the request which Mr. Wyndham had macle at the request of the commanders and 
which was the object of the telegram of Capt. Lang, dated the 12th of this month, 
concerning the question of the change of anchorage of the foreign warships. 

JJlr. Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

No. 120.] LEGATION OF TTIE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, Decmnber 31, 1893. (Received February 3, 1894:.) 

SIR: I have the honor to inclose copies of two notes from Admiral 
Saldanha da Ga.rna to the commander of our naval forces in these 
waters, the first asking for recognition as a belligerent; the second 
threatening, in certain events, to bombard the city, and copy of a note 
from the foreign commanders in reply to the second of the above notes. 

I have, etc., · 
THOS. L. THOMPSON. 

[Inclosure 1 in No.l20.-'1'ranslation.] 

Rem·-.Aclmiral da Gama to Capt. Picking. 

H10 DE JANEIRO, December 24, 1893. 
To his excellency, the cornmanding officer of the naval force of the Re]JUblic of the United 

States of No1·th .Ame1·ica: 
As your exeellency will have occasion to verify for yourself to-morrow or later, 

tho Government of Marshal Floriano Peixoto for the fifth time will decree the state 
of siege for tbis capital and six States included within the most important zone of 
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the country. That is to say, that in four months of struggle the Government not 
ouly has not succeeded in putting down the revolution, but that :i<t continues its 
progress with the head each time higher advancing towards the capital. Besides 
the army corps which master the States of Rio Grande do Sui, Santa Catharina, 
Parana, and Su.o Paulo, an important part of the squadron operates in the waters of 
the south, while another part, which I have the honor to command, continues in the 
port of this capital, opposing all the plans of action of the Government at its own 
headquarters. In view of what I have just presented to your excellency, and of the 
manifest public sympathy with the cause of the revolution, you can no longer have 
any hesitation on the ground of neutrality, which might hinder or delay our recog­
nition as belligerents on the part of the nations, like that which your excellency 
represents, more directly interested in the a:lfairs of Brazil. 

It is recognition then that I ask, requesting that your excellency may be pleased 
to advise the diplomatic representative of the United States of North America in 
this country of the contents of this note, that he in his turn may transmit it to his 
Government. 

I avail, etc., 
LUIZ PHILIPPE DE SALD.A..""'l"HA DAGAMA, 

Commander-in-chief of the naval forces of the Tevolution against the Governrnent of Mar­
shal Floriano Peixoto in the port of Rio de Janei1·o. On boa1·d the C1'ltise1· Libe1·dade. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 120.-Translation.] 

Rem·-Ad1niral da Gama to the Naval Co1nmanclants. 

RIO DE JANE:nW, Decembe1· 29, 1899. 
To his excellency, r·ear-admiral, commander of the naval fM·ce of the Italian Royal 

Mm·ine, stationed in the Port of Rio cle Janeiro: 
In view of the measures and attitude lately adopted by the Government of Marshal 

Floriano Peixoto, the squadron under my command, on its part, can not fail to put 
into practice corresponding measures, though of a character and nature repugnant 
to me. It is notorious that all the heights around the city are fortified with bat­
teries of cannon. Even holy places, and those set apart for the benefit of suffering 
humanity have not been respected. Morro do Castello, which dominates the Hos­
pital Santa Casa da Misericordia, as well as the hills of San Bento and Con.ceicao­
the first with its secular and historic Benedictine convent, the second the Episcopal 
palace; finally, the hill of Born Jesus, at whose side is erected the hospital of our 
own disabled of land and sea. 

In these conditions your excellency will doubtless understand that the squadron 
with difficulty can maintain until the end of the contest the promised respect for 
the city of Rio de Janeiro, which has ceased to be an open city and becomes a strollg­
hold of war in the strictest sense of the term. 

From the first cannon shot from any of these points, including Born Jesus, ·the 
squadron will reply to the attack with its heavy artillery. 

Asking that your excellency will kindly inform the chiefs of the foreign naval 
forces also stationed in this port of the contents of this communication, I avail 
myself of the opportunity to renew, etc. 

LUIZ PHILIPPE DE SALDANHA DAGAMA, 
Comrnandm·-in-chief of the naval fm·ces of the 1·evolt against the Gm1e1·nment ·Of Ma1'­

shal Floriano Peixoto in the port of Rio de Janeiro. On bom·d of the 01'uise1· LibeTdade. 

[Inclosure 3 in 120.-Translation.) 

Naval Commandants to Rem·-.Adrniml cla Gama. 

Rw· DE JANEIRO, 
On boa1·d tl!e Italian cruiset· Etna, Dece1nbe1· 25, 18.93. 

The commanding officers of the naval forces of Italy, England, France, the 
United States, and Portugal, present in the bay of Rio de Janeiro, having taken llog­
nizauce of the note of Admiral Saldanha, dated the 23d of December, are of the 
opinion that the facts enumerated in that note could not constitute a provocation oi 
a kind to justify the threat of a bombardment of the city announced by Admiral 
Saldanha. 

They find, especially, that the firing from Born Jesus, which is an island completely 
outside of and distant from the city, can not be considered one of the war measures 
from which Marshal Peixoto bound himself to the commanding officers of the for­
eign naval forces to abstain. 
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In consequence the above-mentioned commanders have the honor to announce to 
Admiral Saldanha that for the moment they intend to ho1d to tbe attitude which 
they took with regard to Admiral de Mello in the note of the 1st of October, of 
which a copy is hereunto attached. 

The commanding officer of the Portuguese naval forces, 
DE CASTILHO, 

The commanding officer of the naval forces of the United States of America, 
PICKING, 

The commanding officer of the French naval forces, 

The c~mmander of the English naval forces, 

The rear-admiral commanding Italian naval forces, 

llfr. 11hompson to Mr. Gresham. 

DE BARBEYRAC, 

LANG, 

G. B. MAGNAGHI. 

No. 121. J LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, December 31, 1893. (Heceived February 3, 1894.) 

SIR: Since Admiral Saldanha da Gam a assumed command of the 
insurgent forces in the harbor of Rio de Janeiro there has_ been no 
material change in the situation. His control of the islands of Cobras 
and Enxadas give tu the insurgent forces a better position, and the men 
which were upon them slightly increase their force. 

The usual fighting bas been carried on daily, but bas not resulted 
yet in any definite gain to either side. The Government forces have 
gained a few of the islands in the northern and western part of the 
ba.y. The islands Governador, Eugenbo, Mocangue, and Conceigao, 
have come into their possession. They are apparently endeavoring to 
surround the insurgents so that they can be reached by artillery in any 
part of the bay'. During the attack on Ilha do Governador, Gen. Telles, 
one of the oldest, bravest, and most successful officers of the Govern­
ment, was mortally wounded and bas since died. It is also claimed 
that 300 Government troops were upon this occasion taken prisoners; 
but, notwithstanding this, the Government is still in possession of it. 

Considerable adverse criticism bas been caused by the alleged fraudu­
lent issue of a retired currency by the Government, in order to relieve 
an embarrassment. As far as my inquiry bas gone, however, I am of 
the opinion that the charge is unjust. 

The fleet of vessels fitted out in foreign countries have not yet taken · 
an active part in the struggle. The Nictheroy, America, Aurora, and 
several torpedo boats are in Pernambuco, where it is reported that much 
difficulty has been encountered with the crews. 

The complete control of the Government over all lines of communi­
cation with the south makes it impossible to obtain reliable informa­
tion of the operations in that quarter. Nothing definite has been known 
of Admiral Mello's whereabouts,· nor of his movements. since he left on 
the night of November 30. It is, however, believed that he is at Des­
terro. 

Many rumors are current, but there is nothing confirmed or reliable. 
I received recently information, which was alleged to have come from 

Admiral Saldanha, that a large force of insurgents from Rio Grande 
were approaching the Qorder line of Sao Paulo and would come to Rio! 
Other information, when it was confirmed, I communicated by telegraph, 
as directed. 

I have, etc., 
THOS. L. THOMPSON. 
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. Mr. Thompson to Mr. G'i·esham. 

No. 122.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
. PetropoUs, December 31, 1893. (Heceived February 3, 1894.) 

SIR: Heferring to my telegram of December 21, wherein I acquainted 
you with the action of Capt. Henry F. Picking, U.S. Navy, command­
ing naval forces, South Atlantic Station, in denying protection to cer­
tain American vessels which were about to unload cargoes at the port 
of Hio de .Janeiro in a zone described by the islauds of Cobras, Enx­
adas, and Santa Barbara, I have the honor to report that Capt. Pick­
ing still adheres to his decision in this matter, and that the commercial 
operations of American vessels are now carried on by sufferance of the 
insurgent commander. 

This unfortunate situation arose through the construction placed 
upon your instructions to me of November 1 by Capt. Picking, who 
contends that the question of protection to life in commercial opera­
tions is not included therein, and, therefore, he can not guarantee safety 
to persons so engaged. Also, that as the government had by order of 
the captain of the port, copy inclosed, directed the removal of all ves­
sels anchored in the above-descriood zone in order that an attack might 
be made upon those islands it became the line of fire, and vessels 
anchored there or at the docks bordering on the zone could not be pro- · 
tected. 

As this ruling would practically result in a blockade of the port and 
was contrary to the spirit if not the letter of your instructions of Sep­
tember 28, October 11, and November 1, I sought to confer with Capt. 
Picking in regard to the matter and therefore addressed to him a com­
munication on Deeember 22, by reference to which (enclosure No.2), 
you will more fully understand my position. 

The question seemed to be what constituted a line of fire~ I con­
tende<l and am of the same opinion that an irregular and desultory firing 
was not the line of fire which your instructions direct shonl<l not be 
interfered with, but it must be actual and maintained. 

If the irregular and desultory discharge of guns be a line of fire, then 
the entire bay is one, and has been, since the commencement of the 
revolution, which, carried to its logical conclusion, results in the,.suspen-
sion of all commercial operations. · 

I am unwilling to recede voluntarily from a position which was inau­
gurate<! at the beginning of the revolution and has been maintained 
throughout the entire time, notwithstanding the sudden change in the 
attitude of the foreign naval commanders since Saldanha da Gama 
assumed command of the insurgent forc~s.. Prior to tbis time all for­
eign Governments represented by naval forces had assumed and main­
tained a position similar to that of our Government, as will be seen from 
a notice to Admiral Mello, copy inclosed, bearing on the subject. No 
trouble was reported until December 12, when suddenly the foreign 
commanders cut off, temporarily, communication with the shore and the 
British authorities promulgated a notice, copy inclosed, that the com­
manders could give no further protection. As no change in the status 
of the insurgents internationally had taken place, I could see no good 
reason for treating them with more consideration under the command 
of Admiral Saldanha than had been given them while under the com­
mand of Admiral Me11o. 

I regret tQ &tate th~t Capt. Picking responded to my communication 
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in no manner intended to be offensive, only in an unnecessarily curt 
note, of which I inclose you a copy. 

I have, etc., 
THOS. L. THOMPSON. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 1:!2.-'l.'ranslation.] 

Captain of the Port to the United States Consul-General. 

RIO DE JANEIRO, December 7, 1892. 
I ask your excellency to take the necessary steps that the ships of your country 

anchored near the Islands of Enxadas, as well as those which are between that 
island and Cobras Island and also Santa Barbara, shall be removed from their 
anchorages in order that they may not be exposed to the fire from the main land. 

CAPTAIN OF THE PORT. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 122.] 

Mr. Th01npson to Ci!ptain Picking. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Pet1·opolis, Decernber 22, 1893. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communications dated 
December 18 and 19, with the inclosures thereto. 

It appears from your reply to the masters of several American vessels, and your 
communication of the 17th, that protection was denied to the vessels anchored in a 
zone formed by the Islands of Enxa.das, Cobras, Santa Barbara, and those at the 
docks bordering on that zone, for the reason that they would be in the line of fire 
of the insurgents, and, consequently, to protect them there would be a violation of 
neutrality. You further state that the Government "issued a. positive and per­
emptory order to all merchant vessels to clear the water front." 

Your deciRion in this matter seems to be the basis for the protests of the masters 
of the America,n vessels to which I referred in a former comlllunication. Under the 
circumstances of the case I regret to say I :find it impossible to coincide either in 
your decision or the reasoning upon which it is based. 

In the first place the Government did not" issue a positive and peremptory order to 
all merchant vessels to clear the water front," as I understood it, and the subsequent 
action of the Government affirmed. 

The order from the captain of the port to the Consul-General is as follows: 
''I ask your excellency to take the necessary steps that the ships of your country 

anchored near the islands of Enxadas as well as those which are between that island 
and Cobras Island and also Santa Barbara, shall be removed from their anchorages, 
in order that they may not be exposed to the fire from the mainland." 

There is nothing in this order about "clearing the water front," or reference to 
ships at the docks, but I understand it was hastily construed by the Consul-General 
to include ships at the shore and he included them in his notice until he received a 
few hours later from the captain of the port" the following: 

"I received your note of to-day's date and note the contents-. I have to declare to 
you that those ships which are alongside the shore line (the wharves_) and those which 
are very near to the same are exempt from (the necessity of) moving from those 
points." 

This, it seems to me, settleJ. beyond doubt the question of the consent of the Gov­
ernment to the landing of the ships, and, indeed, there was no authority given by 
the Government to have them moved from the shore. But in addition to all this the 
masters of the protesting ships hold special permits from the Government to land 
and discharge. Admitting the legality of the permits .. the sovereignty of the Bra­
zilian Government and its authority over the waters of the port as against unrecog· 
nizecl insurgents, what other guarantee could they have from any sovereign statef 
As to the violation of neutrality and the suggestion that by going in there we would 
be aiding the one side, is it not possible that if you decline to go in purely on the 
basis of a prejudged motive of the Governwent in granting the permits, you may be 
a.iding the other side in refusing to accept the guarantee of the legal authorities¥ 
I could not learn at the consulate that the Government had made an order forbid-
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ding lighters to go to the ships for the purpose of discharg1og their cargoes. You 
say in your letter of the 12th the senior commanders did not advise Admiral Mello 
that they would protect all commerce. I think they did in a general sense assert 
their right to do so. 

That at least was the spirit of their notice when they gave expression to these 
words. 

First. "They do not recognize the right of the insurgents' forces to interfere in 
any way with commercial operat,iuns in the bay of Rio de Janeiro, operations which 
should be allowed to be accomplished freely everywhere except in the actual lines 
of :fire of the batteries of the land fortifications. In consequence they Lave decided 
to protect merchandise not only on board their countries' vessels or those that put 
themselves under their :flag, but also on lighters, barges, ancl other means of maritime 
transport whatever may be the nationality to which they belong, provided they be 
employed by these same ships in commercial operations." 

The spirit of this notice is the international right to protect foreign commerce gen­
erally against the illegal interference of the insurgents. It can not be denied that 
t'1e Brazilian Government, when it granted the permits to land and discharge car­
goes, assumed responsibility for any damage they might subsequently inflict upon 
the vessels by the firing from the shore. To allow the insurgents to stop their opera­
tions by firin~ upon them when they have complied with all the legal requirements 
of the port, 1s practically recognizing an illegal blockade to commerce. Again, 
admitting for argument that you are right in deciding that the zone described 
embraces the line of fire of the insurgents, can that line be imaginary~ If so, has 
not the entire bay been from the beginning a line of fire~ Does the insurgent line 
of fire cover·the entire water front~ If it does and is not actual, but imaginary. how 
can any ships land without their consent~ If they can not, is it not practically a 
blockade to commerce! Have the insurgents (not haYing been recognized) a right 
to forcibly stop the carrying on of our commerce with Brazil f Your position seems 
to give an affirmative answer. 

The position taken by me in the published notice of September 29, which was con 
curred in at the time by you and afterwards adopted by all the superior command­
ants, negatives such a right. There bas been no change in the legal status of the 
contending parties since that time. If the insurgents had no such right then, neither 
have they now. True, the Government may be benefited by the non recognition of 
the insurgents, but.they enjoy that benefit under universally recognized principles 
of the law of nations. Why should those principles be disregarded in this case~ If 
they can object to commerce being carried on by American ships at the clocks, they 
can extend that objection to any other part of the bay, and so cause an effective 
blockade oftheport. There is no escape from this result. Frommyobservationand 
knowledge of their resources, to cover the distance embraced in the zone referred to 
by you the insurgent line of fire must necessarily be desultory and imaginary, not 
continuous and actual. In my opinion the promiscuous and irregular discharge of 
guns does not constitute a line of fire which my instructions of November 1 directed 
to be observed. 

I have wired the Department concerning your action, and expressed the opinion 
that the instructions of N ovemuer 1 should be observed. 

It cannot be shown that the insurgents have gained any position that warrants 
a change in our attitude. Saldanha says he will endeavor to preYent merchandise 
passing to the custom-house or shore. For myself, I will not, without opposition, 
surrender our commercial rights at the dictation of an irresponsible force. 

I am, etc., 
THOS. L. THOMPSON. 

[Inclosure 3 in No. 122.-Translation.] 

Naval Commandants to Rea.r-Admiml de Mello. 

ON BOARD THE ITALIAN CRUISER ETNA, 
Rio de Janeiro, NorenLber 6, 1899. 

The commanders of the foreign naval forces of Germany, J!jngland, the United 
States of America, France, Italy, and Portngal assemuled on board the Etna have 
observed that in spite of the orders that Admiral de Mello has given to his subordi­
n a,tes, acts have been performed on the part of the Brazilian insurgent forces to pre­
vent commercial transactions in the bay and port of Hio de Janeiro. 

The Portuguese boat Al·ice was ordered to change her anchorage with the threat of 
having her cargo taken when put on lighters. Goods were taken by order of Naval 
Capt. Elieser Continho Cavanes from the lighter in the employ of t.he German boat 
Santos and were restored only upon the demand of tbe comlllander of the German 
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naval forces. On account of these acts and of the apprehension that results there­
from, the commerce of all nations has suffered for a long- time, either directly or indi­
rectly. 

This state of thing-s being contrary to the legitimate interests that commanders of 
the naval forces are bound to have respected, they have unanimously taken t4e fol­
lowing- decision, which they bring to the knowledge of Rear-Admiral de Mello: 

First. They do not recognize the right of the insurgent forces to interfere in any 
way with commercial operations in the bay of Rio de Janeiro, operations which should 
be allowed to be accomplished everywhere except in the actual lines of :fire of the 
batteries of the land fortifications. 

In consequence tl;wy have decided to protect. merchandise, not only on board their 
countries' vessels or those that put themselves under their flag, but also on lighters, 
barges, and other means of maritime transport, whatever may be the nationality to 
which they belong, provided they be employed by these same ships in commercial 
operations. 

Second. In order to avoid all disputes, these means of transportation or their tugs 
shall carry at their prow the flag of the country under whose protection thev may be. 

Third. The commanders of the foreign naval forces strongly hope that these 
measures will put an end to unfortunate incidents that they would find it necessary 
to repress. 

Signed by the commanders of the German, Eng-lish, French, Portuguese, Ameri­
can, and ItaliJ.n naval forces. 

[Inclosure 4 in No. 122.] 

NOTICE. 

BRITISH CONSULATE-GENERAL, 
Rio de. Janet1·o, Decembe1' 12, 1893. 

All communication between Her Majesty's ships and Rio has been stopped, owing 
to the dangerous force of the Government batteries at Nictheroy and the rifle fire of 
the insurgents. The guard boat appointed to attend upon the diplomatic corps has 
been withdrawn. Until the Government assigns some safe landing place out of the 
line of fire, no further communication can be held between the shipping and Rio. 
Admiral Saldanha has informed the foreign naval commanders that he will endeavor 
to prevent any merchandise passing into the custom-house or to the shore. All boats 
making any landing along the shore of Rio run very great risk of being fired into, 
and men-of-war can not give protection t_o anyone foolish enough to run any such 
risk after this warning. 

[Inclosure 5 in No. 1:!2.] 

Capt. Picking to M1·. Thmnpson. 

U.S. CRUISER CHARLESTON, 
Rio de Janei1·o, Bra.zil, Decmnbm· 24, 1893. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 
22c1 instant. I acted on your advice once, very mnch to my regret ever since. I have 
informed you of this verbally heretofore. 

I am, sir, 
HENRY F. PICKING. 

Capta·in, U. S. Nat'Y, 
Commanding U. S. Naval Fo1·ces, So'Uth Atlantic Station. 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

No.l23.] LEGA'l'ION. OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, December 31. 1893. (Received February 3, 1894.) 

SIR: I have the bon or to transmit a copy of a translation of Rear­
Admiral Saldanha da Gama's second proclamation, bearing date of , 
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December 20; also copy and translation of an anonymous circular dis­
tributed on the streets of Rio in aid of the insurgents' cause. It was 
impossible to obtain a copy of the original manifesto, but can assure 
you of its correctness. 

I have, etc., 
THOS. L. THOMPSON. 

[Inclosure in No. 123.-Translation.) 

PROCLAMATION OF REAR-ADMIRAL DA GAMA. 

To the nation: 
The people, not only of this capital, but of all Brazil, are well informed and know 

perfectly that the manifesto and other documents attributed to me were and are 
unworthily falsified in the printed copies, with the perfidious and miserable inten­
tion of displacing (changing) artificially the noble object of the revolution and also 
the dictatorial Government which shames us before the civilized world. The peo­
ple ought to know that the idea of a plebiscite is precisely the same for which they 
are fighting in Rio Grande do Sul, and means only to consult the people as to the 
form of republican government which it prefers to carry out its glorious destinies. 
Being sure that all kinds of infamies have been used against this revolution, the 
people of Rio de Janeiro, notwithstanding the reign of terror in which they live, 
may be tranquil and expect the victory of revolution, and may be sure that with said 
victory will come the institution (establishment) of a civil government for the 
Republic, and military domination and Jacobinism which oppress the nation will be 
forever banished. It is for this end that the revolution fights victoriously, let the 
Government's paid faction say what it will. They are now paid by a false emission 
of paper money of the late monarchy which has been put in circulation. 

Live the civH republic! Death to Jacobinism! Live the revolution. 
LUIS FELIPl>E DE SALDANHA DAGAMA. 

}'Ol't'.r lLHA DAS COBRAS, 20 December, 1893. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 123.-Translation.] 

SPECIAL ATTENTION. 

Know Brazilians who truly love your country that the crews of the ships now 
expected from the United States are made up almost wholly of mercenaries. Minis­
ter Salvador de Mendonva, with the help of the commercial house of Flint & Co., 
( co~p.panions with him in the shameful speculations of 1889-90) has bought and 
armed the ships at a cost greater than 5,000 contos. This squadron comprises the 
Cid (Nictheroy), the Britannia (America), the DeBt1·oym·, :J;nd two small steam 
launches turned into torpedo boats. 

Both the officers and crew are foreigners enlisted in the United States and paid at 
an exorbitant rate. The superior officers receive $5,000 for three months' service, or 
about $100,000 a year; the ordinary sailors get $100 a month, or nearly 16.500 milreis a 
day. And all these mercenaries have demanded three months wages in ad vance. A bout 
to fight for the Brazilian Republic they will do nothing until they receive before­
hand their money in an amount much greater than a Brazilian sailor would earn 
under the same circumstances. · 

More, they insist on having the absolute command of the ships! They have come 
to sink Brazilian ships, to slay Brazilian sailors, and all that to earn money. They 
know nothing of our Republic, they have no concern with it, and they do not even 
trust the Government to whose help they have come. 

What a wretched sight-what goodly allies! Look bow Sr. Floriano Peixoto 
fights against his fellow-countrymen! Look at the patriotism of which we have 
heard so much praise! The Federalists of Rio Grande were condemned beca"!Jse they 
allowed a few Uruguayans to fight in their ranks without pay; but here we have 
the Pre8ident of a nation of 13,0000,000 souls, the President of Brazil engaged in 
procuring the foreign mercenary; and to what end~ The destruction of his own 
fellow-countrymen and national property. Does it show that the country is with 
him when he is obliged to resort to such mea.ns~ And what worth will the 

·Brazilian people give to such a victory won by paid foreigners over the dead bodies 

FR--7 
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of their own brotl1ers f Is it necessary that the military dictatorship shoulfl be 
saved at such, a price and with such humiliation' · 

Rather will it not. be better that we die sooner than consent to this national dis­
grace, for the victory can only be won with dishonor to Brazilian arms and to the 
nation. We are threatened by slavery and shame for all time! Is this what our 
people wa.nt and our soldiers ' 

'I'o your arms for the true Republic and down with tyranny! 

[Telegram.] 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Rio de Janeiro, January 2,1894. (Received January 2.) 

Mr. Thompson reports the resignation of the Brazilian minister of 
marine and says that Saldanha da Gam a now declares that he is ready 
to support a plebiscite, aud charges that his first pronunciamento, the 
original of which he fails, however, to publish, was falsified. 

[Telegram.] 

Mr. Gresham to Mr. Thompson. 

DEP .A.RTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, January 6, 1894. 

Mr. Gresham notifies Mr. Thompson that the renewed request of the 
insurgents for recognition as belligerents does not appear at present to 
call for a different response, as no information has reached the Depart­
ment of any essential change of conditions having taken place since the 
previous application was made. 

[Telegram.] 

Mr. Gresham to Mr. Thompson. 

DEP .ARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, January _9, 1894. 

Mr. Gresham directs Mr. Thompson to induce, by cooperation with 
the commanding officer of the forces of the United States, and if pos­
sible with others, the insurgents to designate a place, if such a place 
can be found, at which vessels of neutral nations may, without interfer­
ing with mililitary operations, take and discharge cargoes in safety. 

No·. 78.] 

Mr. Gresham to Mr. Thompson. 

DEP .A.RTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, January 11, 1894. 

Sm: .As you are aware, the understanding between the foreign naval 
commanders and both the hostile parties at Rio, supplemented by the 
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understanding between the foreign diplomatic representatives and the 
Government, has been that a bombardment of that capital would be 
averted so long as the Government afforded no pretext for an assault 
by fortifying the city of Rio or directing therefrom active hostilities 
against the revolted fleet and forts. 

Under date of the 5th instant Capt. Picking reports the effective for­
tification and armament of strategic positions within the limits of the 
city, adding that the naval commanders in conference had thereupon 
agreed that in view of this action they could no longer maintain their 
intention to prevent bombardment. The facts reported appear to jus­
tify this conclusisn. 

An actual condition of hostilities existing, this Government has no 
desire to intervene to restrict the operations of either party at the 
expense of its effective conduct. of systematic measures against the 
other. Our principal and obvious duty, apart from neutrality, is to 
guard against needless or illegitimate interference, by either hostile 
party, with the innocent and legitimate neutral interests of our citizens. 
Interruption of their commerce can b~ respected as a matter of right 
only when it takes one of two shapes-either by so conducting offensive 
and defensive operations as to make it impossible to carry on commerce 
in the line of regular fire, or by resort to the expedient of an announced 
and effective blockade. 

Vexatious interference with foreign merchant shipping, at a desig­
nated anchorage, or with the lighterage of neutral goods between such 
anchorage and a designated landing, by random firing not necessary 
to a regular plan of hostilities and having no other apparent object than 
the molestation of such commerce, is as illegitimate as it is intolerable. 
Hence we have a right to expect and insist that safe anchorage and 
time and place for loading and unloading be designated, if practicable, 
to be interrupted only by notice of actual intention to bombard, or by 
notification and effective enforcement of blockade. 

The insurgents have not been recognized as belligerents, and should 
they announce a blockade of the port of Rio the sole test of its validity 
will be their ability to make it effective. 

Our naval commander at Rio has been instructed as above with 
regard to the protection of neutral commerce under our flag, which it 
would seem represents only a small part of the foreign commercial 
interests afloat in the harbor of Rio. The British ships there are said 
to outnumber those of the United States nine to one, but no substantial 
interference with our vessels, however few, will be acquiesced in, unless 
made effective with regard to all foreign shipping, and, moreover, so 
made effective in pursuance of some tangible plan of orderly military 
operations. 

I am, etc., W. Q. GRESHAM. 

No.130.] 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED 81'.A.1'ES, 
Petropolis, J anua.ry 12, 1894. (Received February 8.) 

SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith copy of a note and trans­
lation from commanding officers of the foreign fleets to the diplomatic 
representatives, inclosing four notices with tramllations from the captain 
of the port of Rio de Janeiro to the consular officers resident there. 

I have, etc., 
THOS. L. THOMPSON. 
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[Inclosure lin No. 130.-Translation.] 

Naval Cornmandants to the D·iplomatic Corp8. 

ON BOARD THE ITALIAN CRUISER, ETNA, 
Rio de Janei1·o, December 21, 1893. 

Tke commanding officers of Italy, England, France, United States of America, 
Germany, Portugal, and Austria-Hungary have the honor to bring to the knowledge 
of the respective members of the diplomatic corps that which follows: 

Several notices have been received, emanating from the captain of the port of Rio 
de Janeiro, and announcing to the consular authorities the anchorages which the 
foreign ships were invited to give up because of the existing hostilities. The bound­
aries of the zone in which foreign ships, whether of war or commerce, could remain 
in safety with the guaranty that the batteries of the Government would not fire upon 
that zone, haye never been indicated with precision. 

In order to obtain information upon this point, the senior commanding officer has 
been obliged on several occasions to ask, through an officer, the captain of the port for 
precise instructions. These instructions have always been given verbally and in a 
somewhat vague manner, which might produce unfortunate misunderstandings. In 
order to avoid such inconvenience the commanding officers think that it is necessary 
to be informed officially and more definitely by the Brazilian Government, and not by 
inferior agents, as to the place that foreign ships, either of war or commerce, should 
occupy in order to be completely sheltered from shot fired by troops subject to the 
orders ofthe Brazilian Government. 

The commandmg officers have, therefore, the honor to beg the above-mentioned 
members of the diplomatic corps to kindly solicit from the Brazilian Government 
precise written instructions to that effect, and with as little delay as possible. 

The commanding officers think it worth while to add in support of this note the 
different notices from the captain of the port, which prove besides that the measures 
taken concerning commerce have often been radically changed, which produces 
serious inconvenience. 

The commander of the Austria naval forces, 
HOLECZECK. 

The commander of the Portuguese naval forces, 
AUGUSTO DE CASTILHO, 

The commander of the German naval forces, 
Frigate Captain. 

HOFMEIER. 
The commander of the United States naval forces, 

HENRY F. PICKING. 
The commander of the French naval forces, 

The commander of the English naval forces, 
DE BARBEYRAC. 

N. M. LANG. 
The Rear-Admiral commanding Italian Naval forces. 

G. B. MAGNAGIII. 

[Inclosme 2 in No. 130.-Translation.] 

Notice of the captain of the port. 

To the consul: 
RIO DE JANEIRO, September 25, 1893. 

It being advisable to withdraw from the neighborhood of the fortified places, 
especially from those situated on the Gamboa and Sande, the foreign ships, that they 
may escape damage from the artillery fire on land, I beg you to take the needful 
measures that the ships of your nationality may withdraw to the lower part of the 
bay, out of reach of the same artillery, and that this be done with the greatest speed. 

I take advantage, etc., 
JOSE PINTO DO Suz, 

Captain of the Port. 

' 



BRAZIL. 101 

[Inclosure 3 in No. 130.-Translation.] 

Notice of the captain of the port. 

RIO DF. JANEIRO, November 2, 1893. 
To the Italian consul: 

There being absolute necessity for the immediate withdrawal of the ships of your 
nationality from the neighborhood of the islands of Mocangue and Via una and others 
situated near the Ponte d' Arcia and Toque Toque, I have to ask you to take the nec­
essary measures that such ships may leave as soon as possible the anchorage~ in 
which they lie. I take this opportunity to inform you, as is my duty, that the Gov­
ernment of the United States of Brazil does not deem Itself bound to give compen­
sation for auy loss that such shi-ps may suffer through being in range of the artillery 
on land. 

l take the opportunity, etc., 
JOSE PINTO DO Suz, 

Captain of the Port. 

[Inclosure 4 in No.130.-Translntion.] 

Notice of the captain of the port. 

RIO DE JANEIRO, Decernbe1· 9, 1893. 

I advise the agents of steamship companies and the consignees and masters of 
merchant vessels anchored in the neighborhood of Ilhas das Enxadas and between 
this island and Ilha das Cobras, to have them withdrawn to that part of the bay 
comprised between the naval arsenal and the central Brazil Railway station,in order 
that they may with greater safety and speed perform their unloading and keep 11p 
their land communication under shelter from the attacks of the revolted ships and 
from the firing of the fortresses at the entrance and of the Nictheroy fortifications. 

Hereby the notice of the 7th December of this year is superseded. 
JOSE PINTO DO Suz, 

Captain of the Po1·t. 

[Inclosure 5 in No. 130.-Translation.] 

Notice of the captain of the port. 

To his excellency tl!e Italian consul: 
RIO DE JANEIRO, Decernber 20, 1893. 

I have the honor to ask your excellency to take the necessary measures that the 
ships of your nationality that are anchored between the Ilha das Cobras and the Ilha 
das Enxadas and those in any point near these islands may withdraw with the great­
est speed from such anchorages, to leave free range to the legal batteries n.nd forts so 
that they may attack the revolted ships which go and seek shelter alongside the 
foreign ships and fire thence upon the land forces. 

I repeat to his excellency, etc., 

No. 131.] 

JOSE PINTO DO Suz, 
Captain of the pm·t. 

lJfr. Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF 1'HE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, January 12, 1894. (Received February 8.) 

SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith correspondence relating 
to that part of the proclamation of Rear-Admiral Saldanha da Gama, in 
which he declares his intention to bombard the city of Rio in certain 
events, and to the withdrawal of protection by the foreign fleet in view 
of the said city's being a fortified town. 
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You will observe that the Brazilian minister for foreign affairs reiter­
ates on behalf of the Government that-the cannon on the several heights 
are not mounted on batteries, and the agreement to deprive the insur­
gents of every pretext for bombarding the city of Rio has, at no time, 
been violated. 

I have, etc., 
':LHOS. L. THOMPSON • 

• 
[Inclosure 1 in No.131.-Translation.] 

Ministm· of Fo'reign Affai1·s to the Diplomatic Corps. 

MINISTRY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
Rio de Janei1·o, January 5, 1894. 

The minister of sta.te for foreig·n affairs had the honor to receive the verbal note 
which the representatives of .England, Italy, the United States of America, of France, 
and of Portugal, addressed him on the 31st of last December, to commmJ,.icate to him 
the reply which the commanding officers of the foreign naval forces in the bay made 
to a letter from Mr. Saldanha da Gama of the 23d of the same month. 

Mr. Saldanha da Gama declared that he had decided to bombard the city of R.io 
de Janeiro with cannon of heavy caliber as soon as the first shot was fired from the 
heights or from the Island of Born Jesus. The commanders replied to him that the 
facts enumerated by him would not constitute a provocation of a nature to justify 
the threat of bombardment, and that the fire of the batteries established on Born 
Jesus, an island completely outside of and distant from the city, could not be con­
sidered one of the war measures from which the Federal Government had agreed to 
abstain. The commanders added that for the time being they held in the question 
of bombardment the position taken with regard to Mr. Mello in their note of the 1st 
oflast October. 

In consequence, the representatives express the hope that the Federal Government 
will continue to deprive Mr. Saldanha da Gama of every pretext for bombarding 
this city, but they beg at the same time that a previous notice of at least two days 
be given them in case, contrary to every expectation, the bombardment should 
become, through provocation, inevitable. 

The vice-president of the Republic sees with pleasure that the commanders have 
not allowed the strange pretention of Mr. Saldanha tla Gama with re~ard to the 
Island of Born .Jesus, but be considers ~t his duty to remove all idea of lack of faith 
on his part with reference to his agreement not to mount batteries. 

This agreement is observed, and the representatives recognize it when they ask 
the Federal Government to continue to deprive Mr. Saldanha da Gama of every pre­
text. But the Government bas not deprived itself of the right to prepare to act 
against the insurgents energetically, according to circumstances. 

If, unfortunately, the case, not of provocation but of action, present itself, the rep­
resentatives may rest assured that they will be informed in good time. The Federal 
Government would do so spontaneously. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 131.-Translation.] 

Diplomatic C01J?8 to the Naval Commandants. 

PETROPOLIS, January 2, 1894. 
The representatives of England, Italy, the United States, France, and Portugal 

have the honor to inform the commanders interested that they have not failed to 
properly follow up their note of December 25. They have the honor to inclose 
herewith for the information of the commanders the note dated December 31, which, 
in consequence, tht'y have addressed to the minister of foreign affairs. They like­
wise inclose herewith the note of the 2d of January, which they addressed·to Mr. 
Cassiano do Nascimento as a seqnal to the information which the commanders kindly 
submitted to them in their two notes of the 1st of January, which reached them on 
the same day. 
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[Inclosure 3 in No. 131.-Translation.] 

Diplomatic Corps to the Minister for Fo1·eign Affairs. 

RIO DE JANEIRO, December 91, 189!1. 
On the 23d instant Rear-AdmiralS. da Gama addressed to the commanding officers 

of the foreign naval forces in the bay a letter, in which he announced to them that he 
has decided to bombard the city of Rio de Janeiro with cannon of heavy caliber if 
acts of aggression occur, not only from the heights of the said city but even from an 
island in the bay known as Born Jesus. 

The commanding officers of the naval forces of Italy, England, the United States 
of America, France, and Portugal have thought it necessary to reply to R. A. Sal­
danha da Gama that the facts enumerated in his note could not constitute a provo­
cation of a nature to justify the threat of a bomba.rdment of the city of Rio de 
Janeiro; that the fire from the batteries established on Born Jesus, an island of the 
bay, completely outside of and distant from the city, could not be considered as one 
of the acts of war from which the Federal Government had agreed to abstain. The 
commanders have, in consequence, signified toR. A. Saldanha da Gama that for the 
time being they intend to hold in the question of the bombardment of the city the 
position which they had taken with regard toR. A. de Mello in their note of Octo­
ber llast. The commanders, in submitting to the representatives of England, Italy, 
the United States of America, lhance, and Portugal the above-mentioned agreements, 
have added that, as a consequence of the notification which they have just addressed 
toR. A. Saldanha da Gama, the fate of the city of Rio will remain subject to strict 
regard for the agreement entered into by the Federal Government not to mount can­
non on batteries in the city. In consequence, the representatives of England, etc., 
express again the firm hope that the Federal Government will continue, by its atti­
tude, to deprive R. A. Saldanha da Gama of every pretext for bombarding the city 
of Rio. In case, contrary to every expectation, the bombardment should become inev­
itable because of provocation, the representatives of the above-mentioned powers 
would ask that a previous notice of at least two days be given to assure the safety 
of those of their countrymen who reside in the city as well as all the property float­
ing on the bay. 

[Inclosure 4 in No. 131.] 

Naval Comrnandants to the Diplomatic Corps. 

ON BOARD THE UNITED STATES CRUISER CHARLESTON, 
Rio de Jane1"io, Bmzil, January 1, 1894. 

The senior commandants of the naval forces of the United States of America, 
France, Portugal, Austro-Hnngary, England, and Italy have the honor to bring to 
the kno.wledge of the diplomatic representatives of their respective governments, 
that if it be the intention of the Brazilian Government to fire on the insurgents 
from the batteries erected on the heights in the city of Rio de Janeiro, and in so 
doing to endanger the foreign vessels in the harbor, the above-mentioned senior com­
mandants would request that the diplomatic representatives of their respective 
countries obtain from the Brazilian Government a previous warning of at least forty­
eight hours in order that all foreign vessels in the harbor may bel'tmwveu to a place 
of safety. 

Signed by above-named senior commandants. 

[Inclosure 5 in No. 131.] 

Naval Commandants to the Diplomatic C011J8. 

ON BOARD THE UNITED STATES CRUISER CHARLRSTON, 
R·io de Janeiro,.Jamta1·y 1, 1894. 

The senior commandants of the naval forces of the United States of America, 
France, Portugal, England, and Italy have the h0nor to bring to the knowledge of 
the diplomatic corps that they have in their poSt;ession authentic and positive infor­
mation that on one of the heights in the city of Rio de Janeiro, known as Morro do 
Costello, there have been already mounted some large guns ready for use; that in the 
same place there are also other large guns in the process of being mounted, and that 
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there are a number of guns of smaller caliber, all of the guns being in batteries 
protected by bags of clay. The vice-president of the Republic of Brazil announced 
through his minister of foreign affairs to the diplomatic corps, and through it to the 
senior commandants, in a note dated October 5, 1893, that the Government was going 
to give the order that the guns be removed from the batteries in the city of Rio 
de Janeiro. 

The senior commandants of the aforesaid powers can, therefore, only regard the 
mounting of these guns on the Morro do Costello as a breach of the agreemP-nt 
expressed by the Brazilian Government on October 5, 1893, and as giving to the city 
the qualities of a fortified town. 

Under these circumstances the senior commandants have the honor to state that 
they can no longer consider themselves under obligations to adhere to the attitude 
which they expressed in their communication of December 25, 1893, to Rear-Admiral 
Saldanha da Gama. 

Signed by above-mentioned senior commandants, 
AUGUSTO AUBEY, 

Italy. 
1!~. J. FOLEY, 

England. 
AUGUSTO DE CASTILHO, 

Portugal. 
DE BARBEYRAC, 

F1·ance. 
H. F. PICKING, 

United States of .Amm·ica. 

[Inclosure 6 in No. 131.-Translation.] 

Diplomatic Corps to the Ministm· for· Foreign .Affair8. 

PETROPOLIS, Jannary 11, 1894. 
The representatives of England, Italy, the United States of America, France, and 

Portugal have received from the commanders of the naval forces of their respective 
countries a communication notifying them that the said commanders are in posses­
sion of authentic and positive information from which it appears that upon one of 
the heights of the city of Rio de Janeiro, known as Morro do Costello, cannon of 
heavy caliber have been mounted, and that at the same place there are others that 
are about to be mounted; that at that place there is a number of cannon of smaller 
caliber, all on batteries protected by bags filled with earth. 

Moreover, the commanders add: "The Vice-President of the United States of 
Brazil announced through his minister of foreign aft'airs to the diplomatic corps, 
who, in a note dated October 3, 1893, transmitted it to the commanders of the foreign 
naval forces, that the Government would give the order to withdraw the cannon from 
the batteries established in the city of Rio." The commanding officers of the for­
eign naval forces, in consequence, can not but regard the remounting of these cannon 
on the Morro do Costello as a 1·upture of the agreement entered into by the Brazilian 
Government on the 5th of October, 1893, and as giving to the city of Rio the quality 
of a fortified town. 

Under these circumstances the commanders of the foreign naval forces declare 
that they can no longer consider themselves obliged to maintain the position which 
they assumed with regard to Rear Admiral de Mello in the communication addressed 
to him on the·lst of October, 1893, a position likewise assumed with regard to Rear­
Admiral Saldanha da Gama in another communication to the latter on the 25th of 
December, 1893, and which the representatives of the powers interested brought to 
the knowledge of His Excellency M. Cl:l.ssiano Nascimento, the minister of foreign 
affairs, in a note dated the 31st of December last. 

The representatives of the powers interested, in referring to their above-men­
tioned note of the 31st of December in its last paragmph, and, besides, as well from 
sentiments of humanity as from care of the interests with which they are charged, 
come to-day to ask the Federal Government, in order to assure the safety of those of 
their fellow-countrymen who reside in the city of R.io de Janeiro and that of foreign 
ships anchored in the bay, to kindly grant a delay of forty-eight hours at least 
before firing from the batteries established in the said city. 

• 
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[Inclosure 7 in No. 131.-Translation.] 

Minister jo1· .Fo·reign Affairs to the Diplomatic Corps. 

MINISTRY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
Rio de Janei1·o, JanuarJJ 8, 1894. 

By their verbal note of the 2d of the current month the representatives of Eng­
land, Italy, the United States of America, France, and Portugal have communicated 
to the minister of state for foreign affairs that the commanders of the naval forces 
of their respective countries are in po!lsession of authentic and positive information 
from which it appears that cannon of heavy caliber have been mounted on the Morro 
do Costello, and that at the same place there are others that are about to be mounted 
and a number of cannon of small caliber, all on batteries and protected by bags 
filled with earth; that the Vice-President of the Republic having announced on 
the 5th of October last that he would give the order to withdraw the cannon from 
the batteries, the commanders can not but regard the mounting of cannon on the 
Morro do Costello as a rupture of the agreement of the date mentioned, as giving to 
the city of Rio de Janeiro the quality of a fortified city; that under the circum­
stances the commanders can no longer consider themselves obliged to maintain the 
position which they assumed with regard toM. Mello and recently M. Saldanha da 
Gam a. 

The commanders are well informed when they assert that new cannon are being 
placed on the Morro do Costello, but they will permit this rectification, that the 
cannon ate not placed on batteriPs, but are, like the old ones, behind the batteries, 
which does not indicate the intention of using them immediately and is not con­
trary to the agreement of the 5th of October. 

The Vice-President of the Republic would be lacking in his duty to the nation if 
he permitted the insurgents to act freely in the pursuit of their ~riminal enterprise. 
Pour months have elapsed since M. Mello arose against the legal government of his 
country, and during all this time the city of Rio, which was considered open (un­
fortified) in spite of the existence of cannon on some of the heights, has been sub­
jected to a lively bombardment. In this almost daily bombaTdment the insurgents 
have not confined themselves to attacking the troops that defend the shore, but 
have :fired upon the interior of the city. 

M. Saldanha da Gama threatens to use cannon of heavy caliber. He will have 
changed the instruments of destruction, not the method. The agreement has been 
broken on his side for a long time. 

The representatives desire that, for the safety of their fellow countrymen who 
reside in the city of Rio de Janeiro and the foreign ships anchored in the bay, the 
Federal Government will allow a delay of forty-eight hours at least before firing 
from the batteries established in the said city. On this point tbe minister of state 
for foreign affairs bas only to repeat the assurance contained in his preceding note. 

·No. 134.J 

Mr. Thmnpson to Mr. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
PetropoUs, January 12, 1894. (Received Feb. 8.) 

SIR: Following my Nos. 121 and 122, December 31, I have the honor 
to report comparatively little firing by the insurgents on Rio de Janeiro 
having taken place. The fighting has been confined ;mostly to the 
islands and fortified points beyond the confines of the city, and within 
a few days the insurgents have taken forcible possession of an island 
used as a coal depot, and with it captured a large quantity of coal 
belonging to the Royal l\fail Steamship Company of England. 

Up to the time Admirall\fello left the bay no very serious interrup­
tion of our commerce bad occurred. ~ince the advent of Admiral Sal­
danha da Gama to the command of the insurgent forces, many impedi­
ments to its free operations have been experienced, owing to his efforts 
to stop the passage of goods to the custom-bouse and the apparent 
change in the attitude of the foreign naval forces from the more effect­
ive position taken by them against Mello. The several American ships, 
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however, that went to the docks on their own responsibility and with 
the consent of the Government have discharged and taken on cargo 
without interference. Some German and other foreign ships have also 
proceeded with their operations without interruption. I trust this 
may continue, but the object of the insurgents being to deprive the 
Government of the revenues of the custom-house, there can be no as­
surance of it without the moral support of the naval forces of the powers 
respectively interested. The Germans have maintained independently 
the position taken by all the powers in regard to commerce against 
Mello. 

With regard to the question of bombardment, the inclosures here­
with of correspondence will explain the situation, the most-important 
feature of which is tbe withdrawal on the 2d instant of the engage­
ment of the commanders to prevent bombardment and the reply of 
the Government on the 8th instant to that communication. The 
arrangement, however, for notice of forty-eight hours continues in 
force with both the Government and the insurgents. 

Inclosures from Consul Burke at Pernambuco explain the situa­
tion at that point, which, at last accounts, the 4th instant, was quiet. 

Private information of a reliable character from Sao Paulo, Minas, 
San Francisco, and other points advise that the people of the interior 
are loyal in their support of the Government, and no ad vices to the con­
trary has come- to hand. Concerning the question of the Govern­
ment's finances mentioned in my No. 121, I am creditably informed 
that under the administration of Deodora Fonseca banks all over the 
country were authorized to issue notes to be used as currency. This 
privilege was much abused when, under Peixoto, Congress withdrew 
the privileges to all except the Banco da Republica of Rio de Janeiro, 
and the notes in circulation were redeemed, or aTe being redeemed, at 
par by that bank, which is alone authorized to issue money for general 
circulation. This bank not having on hand notes sufficient was fur­
nished by the Government with the old blank Imperial notes, thou­
sands of which were on hand, and they are being signed by the bank 
officers as required by law, and not by the treasury officials. These 
notes are generally accepted by the banks of the country. 

The Aquidaban, Admiral Mello's flagship, returned fi·om the south 
and entered the bay under heavy fire from the forts this morning 
between 4 and 5 o'clock. It is stated by some of our naval officers that 
Admiral Mello is not on board. 

I have great pleasure in reporting also th.e arrival of the S.-:tn Fran­
cisco at 8 o'clock this morning, with Rear-Admiral Benham, whom I 
hope to see to-morrow, having been engaged to-day with this mail. 

I have, etc., 
THOS. L. THOMPSON. 

[Inclosure 1 in No.134.) 

Mr. Bu1·lce to Mr. Thompson. 

CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Pe1·nambuco, December 26, 1899. 

SIR: I have the honor to report that since my flispatch of December 13 affairs have 
remained in statu quo; no disorder, no disturbanl}e of any kind has takeu place in 
the city. Rumors of difficulties between the citizens and soldierA in the interior 
have come to my ears. I have reason to believe that some conflicts have taken place 
in the interior between citizens there and soldiers sent from here by the Government. 
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This information comes from what I regard a reliable source. I do not know how 
serious the conflicts were or what effect they may have upon subsequent events. 
The state of siege which was decreed to continue to the 25th will I presume be pro­
longed, though I have not as yet received any notice of its being extended. Quiet 
reigns throughout the city. The steamship Nicthm·oy, which I cabled you arrived on 
the 14th, is still in port. Why it should remain so long here seems to be shrouded 
in mystery. Five days after her arrival there was a rumor of a mutiny on board, 
and 60 or 70 men in irons. That there was an attempt at mutiny I have reason to 
believe, but the vigilanee and firmness of the officers crushed it out before it devel­
oped any strength. From information I receive from Capt. Baker, in charge of the 
Nicthm·oy from New York here, the said steamship was taken possession of by the Bra­
zilian authorities on the 151jh, one day after her arrival at this port. From the day 
of her anchoring in the harbor outside the reef up to the 18th no one from the ship 
communicated with the shore. 

On the 18th Mr. Bryson, of the New York Herald, Mr. Fontaine, of the World, and 
Mr. Mariotte, of the Associated Press, came on shore against the wishes of Capt. 
Baker, as they stated. The following day from 55 to 60 of the crew, including Mr. 
Judge, a gunner on board, and Mr. Conway, one of the lieutenants, were allowed to 
land. These officers and men are still in the city, waiting a steamer to take them to 
New York. 

According to the agreement signed between Salvador Mend01wa, minister to the 
United States from Brazil, and the officers and crew of the Nictheroy, the Brazilian 
authorities here were to arrange passage of those not willing to enlist, to return 
them to New York. I am informed that the matter is now under consideration, 
and that they will be sent by the first opportunity. With the exception of the two 
officers mentioned aud the 65 to 50 men that were landed, the rest are still on board, 
viz, 160 or 170 all told. It is stated by some, the reason the cruiser, as it is called, 
does not proceed to Rio is that the Government is not willing to accede to the 
terms p~oposed by officers and crew willing to enlist. Others say that the ship has 
not been paid for, and that Flint & Co. have given orders not to proceed until 
payment is made. There is still another rumor that the captain and officers refuse 
to be under the supervision of any Brazilian officers, of which there are some on 
board, together with a hunclrecl or more cadets from the military school at Ceara. 
These, however, are rumors. I do not know whether there is any foundation for 
them or not. At all events, the ship is still in port. The America has not arrived. 
It is said a mutiny arose on board the Arnerica after leaving New York, and that she 
put into St. Thomas or Martinique. It seems, from information requested by this 
consulate from Capt. Baker, that neither officers nor crew were shipped before the 
U.S. shipping commissioner, nor was there any clearance from the custom-house in 
New York, and that she sailed under the Brazilian flag; therefore this consulate 
has no jurisdiction in the matter, and in case of any ill treatment by the Brazilian 
anH0rities toward this crew the consul can not interfere in his official capacity, as 
it wuuld devolve upon him to do were they regularly shipped seamen. 

He can only act as he would in case of complaint by any American citizen. How­
ever, as far as I can learn, the Brazilian authorities here are treating the men fairly 
and properly, and doing what they can to return them to New York as soon as pos­
sible. Should any events of importance occur later will communicate them. 

I have, etc., 
D.A. VID N. BURKE, 

• U. S. Consul. 

[Inclosure 2 in No.l34.] 

Mr. Burke to M1·. Thompson. 

CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Pernambuco, January 4, 1894. 

Sm: I have the honor to report that since my dispatch of the 26th ultimo martial 
law, as I cabled you on the 27th, has been ilxtended to the 31st of January. As I also 
cabled on the 2d, the Amm·ica arrived at this port under the Brazilian flag on the 31st 
ultimo. On the same day, shortly after the Ame-rica anchored, the U. S. steamship San 
Fmncisco, under command of Admiral Benham, who now has charge of the South 
Atlantic squadron, arrived in this port. Having taken some roaJ, the San Fmncisco 
left here yesterday, proceeding to Bahia, where she will take more coal and then pro­
ceed to Rio. I am reliably informed that satisfactory arr:mgements have been made 
by the Brazilian Government with the officers aud crew of the Nitch eToy, and that she 
will shortly proceed to Rio. I am informed also that there are about 120 of the 
crew and all the officers except two, that brought the ship from New York, enlisted, 
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Negotiations are now pending between the Brazilian Government and the officers 
and crew of the Amer·ica. When any result is reached will communicate it. Quiet 
reigns in and about the city. Mr. Mariotte, of the Associated Press, and Mr. Fon­
taine, of the World; left on the San F1·ancisco. 

I am, etc., 
DAVID N. BURKF., 

U. S. Consul. 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gre8ham. 

No. 135._1 LEGA1'ION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, January 12, 1894. (Received February 8.) 

SrR: I have the honor to transmit herewith copy of a communication 
from Capt. Picking, inclosing a letter to him from R. A. Saldanha da 
Gama. 

I have, etc., 
THOS. L. THOMPSON. 

[Inclosure 1 in No.135.] 

Capt. Picking to M1·. Thompson. 

UNITED STATES CRUISER CHARLESTON, 
Rio de Janeiro, Decmnbm· 11, 1893. 

SIR: I have the honor to inclose herewith the translation of a note received from 
Rear-Admiral Sal<lanha da Gama this morning. The translation was kindly made 
for me by Capt. Castilho, commanding the Portuguese man-of-war Mindello. I will 
send a copy of the original if you desire it. 

I am glad that Saldanha da Gam a has finally taken a stand in one direction or the 
other. Certainly he should have done this a long time since. 

You note what he says relating to the conditions on which he will :fire on the city. 
The insurgent vessels have finally been driven to seek an anchorage at a consider­

able distance from the coast on the west side of the bay. The firing there has been 
too hot for them. 

There is no special news here, and I am sorry I can not report a clear day. 
Yours, etc., 

• 

HENRY F. PICKING, 
Captain U. S. Navy, Senim· Officer Present. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 135.) 

Rear-Adntiral da Ganta to Capt. Picking . 

RIO DE JANEIRO, December 10, 1893. 
To his excellency the superim· commander of the naval fm·ces of the Republic of North 

America anchored in the harbor of Rio de Janeiro: 
I have the honor to communicate to your excellency that on this date I have taken 

the command in chief of the naval revolutionary forces in this harbor against the 
government of Marechal Floriano Peixoto. 

In this position, being decided to use my best endeavors to overthrow the situation 
which oppresses and degrades my country, my most earnest wish is at the same time 
to safegnard as much as possible the city of Rio de Janeiro, with its numerous com­
mercial interests, from the effects and contingencies of the struggle. For my part, 
therefore, the compact entered into by my predecessor of not :fi1·ing with great guns 
from the fleet against the city unless some very urgent circumstances or unless the 
batteries on shore shall provoke such :fire. 

I beg your excellency to be kiml enough to give notice of the contents of this com­
munication to the diplomatic representative of the Republic of the United States of 
North America in this country and avail myself of this opportunity to offer to 
your excellency the as~:~urance of my personal esteem and distinct consideration. 

LUIZ FI<~LIPPE DE SALDANHA DAGAMA, 
Rear-Admiral. 
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Mr. Thompson to ]fr. Gresham. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGA'l'ION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Rio de Janeiro, January 16, 1894 • . (Received January 16.) 

Mr. Thompson reports the arrival of the U. S. S. New York on this 
morning, an attack of Governor Island by the insurgents on this day, 
and a serious engagement at Nictheroy on the preceding night. 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gresha.rn. 

No. 138.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED S'I'A'l'ES, 
Petropolis, January 20, 1894. (Received February 24.) 

SIR: I have the honor to transmit copy and translation of a manifest 
published by Dr . .Alfonso .Augusto Moreira Penna, the preRent governor 
of the State of Minas-Geraes, in which he strongly advocates the main­
tenance of the existing government both as to form and personnel. 

I have, etc., 
THOS. L. THOMPSON. 

[Inclosure 1 in No.138.-Translation from the 0 Paiz.] 

Proclarnation of Dr. Alfonso Penna to the citizens of Minas-Geracs. 

The revolt of the na,tional navy, which for three long months has imperiled our 
national existence and caused irreparable loss of life, property, money, and credit, 
has assumed a new phase in consequence of Real-Admiral Saldanha da Gama's 
manifesto. 

The instigator of the revolution, Rear-Admiral Custodio de Mello, has declared 
himself in his manifestoes to be in favor of the republican constitution, and has 
pledged himself to restore it in its purity in the face of all opposition by the con­
stitutional chief magistrate, Marshal Floriano (President Peixoto), and has at the 
same time declared the necessity of putting an end to military despotism in Brazil. 

In joining the revolution Rear-Admiral Saldanha da Gama goes much farther in 
his manifesto of the 7th instant (December 7), which fact is shown by the following 
important declaration: 

"Both logic and justice warrant us in seeking, by force of arms, to replace the 
Government of Brazil where it was on the 15th of November, 1889, when, in an 
unguarded moment-a moment of national stupefaction-it was overthrown by a 
military insurrection, of which the present government is but a continuation. 

''The respect, however, which is due to the will of the nation, freely expressed, 
tells us that it is proper for it to choose, on its own responsibility, the kind of insti­
tutions that it desires to adopt." 

It follows, therefore, that all tha.t has been accomplished since 1889, up to to-day, 
in the way of constitutional and governmental organization, whether in the federal 
government or in the separalie administration of our States, is valueless, and dis­
appears as if it had never existed. The autonomy of the State constitutions, the 
organization of their magistracies and municipalities, the public land system, the 
colonization and jmmigration laws, etc., all must be abolished and the people again 
be consulted for a free expression of their opinion. 

But under what government shall we appeal to the voice of the people' Rear­
Admiral Saldanha da Gama would have public affairs regdated according to the 
requirements of logic and justice. A.ud if these were not complied with, what new 
guaranties of exemption and impartiality can any de facto government offer in order 
to escape the suspicion with which he accepts the decisions of the ballot-box ordered 
by the revolutionary government which was the outgrowth of the revolution of 
1889~ With the very same right by which the admiral condemns the elections held 
during the revolutionary period and the constitutional period which followed, any 
officer of the army or navy might in the futme come forward and declare the new 
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election, which it is now proposed to order, to be null and void. And thus Brazil 
woultl be subjected to a seri ·s of uninterrupted revolutions. 

Radical revolutions like that of 1889 are sanctioned by the decla.ratiou of the 
people at the ballot box and through the manifestations incideutal to national 
existence in its multiform and constant relations with the organs of administration, 
and a de facto government created by these circumstances is unable to consult the 
nation through the regular channel, as is the custom on normal occasions by virtue 
of coustitutional rights and preexisting laws. 

An overthrow of political order affecting society to its very foundation will not 
admit of regular proceedings for consult.ing the will of the people. This is what 
was done in virtue of the revolution of 1889. Even the distinguished admirals who 
have rebelled could pursue no other course if their cause shonhl triumph. 1t would, 
however, be the greatest calamity that could befall Brazil if the field should be 
reopened for political reconstruction, since that would prolong the revolution of 
1889 indefinitely. 

Revolutions, even when successful, are the cause of incalculable evil to the economic 
life of a nation. What, then, would be the result if revolutions should succeed one 
another in such rapid succession as is now attempted amongst us. It would be the 
complete destruction of public and private wealth, the ruin of the producing and 
laboring clas:ses; it would cause stagnation of our vast natural resources, which 
throughout Brazil are awaiting development to lead us to unrhaled prosperity, for 
labor and enterprise thrive only when peace, law, and order prevail. 

They are greatly deceived who hope for the abolition of military despotism by 
military revolts! That person is blinded who does not see that military despotism 
is mainly due to the competition and rivalry of army and naval officers for the pos­
session of power, each one that controls an armed force striving to raise himself to 
the position of supreme arbiter of the established government, and claiming to act 
under the constitution. 

Instead of appealing to constitutional means and to the law for the trial of those 
in power, they constitute themselves judges from whose decisions there is no appeal, 
and resort to the ultirna Tatio-arms. 

And this is exactly what Admirals Mello a.nd Saldanha are doing. 
The manner in which the revolution of 1889 was accomplished was unquestion­

ably deplorable; and, owing to the absence of a popular element to support it, the 
armed classes appointed themselves the depositaries of the power by force of circum­
stances. Rear-Admiral Saldanha thinks that for this reason the nation should be 
again requested to express a. decision concerning its destinies, and that all the result~! 
of the elections which have been held during the intervening period should be dis­
carded as null and void. The rear-admiral forgets that the Provisional Government 
also declared that it spoke in the name of the nation, as he now claims to speak. 

Let no one be deceived; that which is contended for is :firmly to establish for the 
heads of the army and navy the power to appoint themselves the supreme arbiters 
of the nation. If~ when the constitutional term of office of Marshal Floriano Peix­
oto, who was constitutionally vested with power by the nationa.I Congress, is 
drawing to a close, just before the Presidential election, and if a portion of the pub­
lic force, led into revolt by some of its officers, then seeks forcibly to compel it to 
relinquish its authority, who will put any faith in the stability of power in the 
hands of Presidents who shall hereafter be elected to serve for four years t 

It is no less an error to resort to the restoration of the monarchy as a remedy for 
our troubles. If that form of government was unable to maintain itself in Brazil 
after a trial of sixty years, and while so estimable a man as Dom Pedro II was at the 
head of affairs, how can anyone believe that it could be advantageously restored 
when it has not a single representative who is at all remarkable for his capacity to 
govern! 

After the States and the local authorities have enjoyed autonomy for more than 
four years, can anyone believe that we could return to our former regirne of centrali­
zation t 

Nations are jealous of their liberties and privileges, and do not readily renounce 
those which they have once secured. 

It usually happens, when radical revolutions take place and when the form of gov­
ernment existing in a country is changed, that the new institutions meet with fric­
tion and resistance, although such friction and resistance disappear when the newly 
introduced institutions have become well established. This is now the case in Brazil. 

The people would give evidence of unexampled frivolity if they should think of 
giving way in the face of this quite natural occurrence, and they would receive im­
mediate punishment for their frivolity, because the old order of things would now 
meet with greater obstacles than it ever did before, and its reestablishment would, 
from the force of circumstances, occasion a tremendous reaction, thereby still fur­
ther complicating the governmental and social problem. 
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Proof that a republican form of Government is adapted to Brazilian society is 
furnished by the way in which this form was received and has been developed in 
our State. 

If distinguished writers on international law declare that a republican form of 
government will, at no distant day, be adopted by the old nations of Europe, who 
will dare to hope that a monarehy can become popular among those which are 
thoroughly democratic and opposed to class distinctions, as are the nations of 
America~ 

The efforts of all Brazilians should be put forth in order to give to our institutions 
their true charaf'ter, to the end that their working may be satisfactory. 

Patience is a virtue which is indispensable in a government of the people, and the 
beauty of snch a government lies in the fact that under it no one is all powerful and 
no one is always powerful. The depositaries of public power are chosen by the peo­
ple at the bal1ot box, anu they succeed one another after each has held office for a 
brief period. 

There are courts for the punishment of crime and malfeasance in office; no one is 
free from responsibility. The ballot boxes are there for the repression of political 
wrongdoi ' ·. 

In trou ulous times like the present it is very easy for those who are not 
thoroughly instructed to be led astray, owing to the erroneous way in which they 
look at political problems, and I cons•·qnently deem it my duty to address the peo­
ple of the State of Minas-Geraes and frankly to state the view which I take of the 
situation, ~tfter examining it in a calm and unprejudiced manner, and availing ruyself 
of the knowladge of men and things which I have acquired in the course of my 
now long experience in public affairs. 

Every one knows that I did not favor, but that I lamented, the revolution of 1889, 
which overthrew the monarchy, at the head of which was that eminent patriot 
Dom Pedro II, whose knowledge was so profound, and who had rendered such emi­
nent services to his country. I foresaw the distnrbances that were likely to follow 
that uprising, and I am not surprised by any of the deplorable occurrences which I 
now see in our country. I nevertheless saw at once that it was impossible for the 
monarchy to be rPstored in such a way as to secure peace and order and to initiate 
a career of prosperity for the country. 

The prestige of monarc:Q.ical government was destroy;ed, and the new elements 
which had taken its place could never be eliminated in an American country-at 
the close of the nineteenth century. Under such circumstances the necessary con­
sequence of a restoration would be the destruction of our beloved country-a disas­
ter which every patriot should do everything in his power to avert. Autonomous 
and prosperous states have never submitted to become helpless provinces, without 
any prospect of development. 

This is an indisputable truth. 
The Republic must be made what it should be-orderly, conservative, and pro­

gressive. 
Revolutions are never 'justifiable except when they are necessary to overthrow 

tyranny, and woe to n ations that resort to them as a normal means of correcting the 
errors and misdeeds of their rulers, before they have exhausted all the means afforded 
by their laws and constitutions! Instead of liberty they will have anarchy; instead 
of greatness, decay, and instead of the esteem and respect they will have the con­
tempt of civilized nations. 

It is this evil that I desire to see removed from our country, and I therefore did 
not hesitate for a moment to condemn the revolt of September 6, which has been the 
cause of so many evils. 

It has been a cam;e of much gratification and patriotic satisfaction to me to see 
that my view of the interests of the nation and of our State met the approval of the 
Congress of the representatives of the State of Minas-Geraes, which has just con­
demned the revolt in unmistakable terms, there having been, so to speak, unanimity 
of opinion, even among those who did not vote for the resolution as passed, as is 
shown by the statements made by those who did not favor that resolution. 

In conclusion, I pray God to enlighten the minds of the combatants, a.nd to teach 
them that the blood of women and children and of defenseless aged persons-in a 
word, that the blood of our brethren-does not fertilize, but exhausts the soil of our 
country. 

ALFONSO AUGUSTO MOREIRA. PENNA., 
0URO PRET01 December 11, 1893. 
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Mr. Thornpson to Mr. Gresharn. 

I.JEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, JanuaTy 20, 1894. (Received February 24.) 

SIR: I have the honor to transmit copy and translation of a mani­
festo published by Annabel Falcao, who, up to the date of Admiral 
Saldanha da Gama's proclamation urg·ing restoration, had been one of 
the most formidable opponents of the Government. As a representa­
tive in congress during the last session he championed the cause of the 
revolutionists in Rio Grande do Sul and joined Admiral Mello upon the 
breaking out of the present revolution. The paper, it is believed, will 
have considerable weight with the people in the southern states. 

Taken with the manifesto of Don Alfonzo Penna (transmitted by dis­
patch No.138, January ~0, 1894) it illustrates in a measure what I have 
already suggested, that the proclamation of Admiral Saldanha da 
Gama, in favor of restoration, caused a perceptible reaction favorable to 
the existing Government. 

I have, etc., 
THOS. L. THOMPSON. 

[Inclosure in dispatch No. 139.] 

MANIFESTO OF AMABEL FALCAO, 

"Pour rna patrie j'embrasserais mon plus cruel ennemi, a, qui je donnerais en suite 
mon corps a devorer."-Danton. 

"The Republic is truly t:B.e grand political accomplishment which is reserved, not 
only for Brazil, but for the entire West, the complex fact which calls it into existence 
being contemporaneous with the historic situation."-Manifesto of the first Republi­
can Cong1·ess of Pernambuco. 

The extreme gravity of the situation occasioned by the frightful crisis with which 
the Republic is contending has clearly shown the wholly retrograde character of the 
insurrectionary movement of the navy, and assigns to each citizen, especially each 
republican, the part which he should take in this unfortunate contest. 

If some upright and patriotic citizen did accept and proclaim the legitimacy of 
the revolution, whose leader declared that it was destined to end the civil war in 
Rio Grande by restoring the full enjoyment of constitutional liberty to the people 
of that Brazilian State, the rectitude and sincerity of those men no longer permit 
them to be influenced by so fatal a delusion. 

The manifesto of Saldanha da Gam a can not be misunderstood; it will uot allow 
of sophisms or subterfuges; its purpose is the greatest outrage upon the political 
progress which our country has accomplished since the establiHhment of its inde­
pendence. From this point of view, the tremendous complication of the Brazilian 
crisis is a fortunate thing, for it necessarily efi'ects the entire solidarity of all the 
republicans whatever contentions may heretofore have separated them. 
If in time of revolution, as Tacitus says: "The difficulty for the citizen does not 

lie in performing his duty, but in knowing in what that duty consists," no such 
embarrassment can, in the present case, paralyze the energy of true patriots in 
upholding the cause of the Republic. · 

It is no longer proposed to restore peace to the State of Rio Grande by reestablish­
ing selfgovernment in that State; it is no longer proposed to restore the supremacy 
of the law, or even to oppose the unconstitutional reelection of the Vice-President, 
now acting as the chief magistrate of the nation. All the reasons, important or 
otherwise, that could justify the insurrection against the legally established Govern­
ment were, as is very plain now, nothing but_ shallow pretexts which concealed 
the criminal design of reestablishing the monarchy in Brazil. 

The real object, the only one of the revolt of the navy, has jnst been proclaimed 
by Admiral Saldanha da Gama in his manifesto; it is to consult the nation as to the 
form of government which it prefers to adopt. 

Consequently, the very existence of the Republic is at stake, and its fate is to be 
decided by a plebiscite, presided over by the conquerors who have strangled it, and 
who would certainly never attempt to resuscitate it by such a miraculous panacea 
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as the popular vote. The hypocrisy of this is so glaring that it appears more ridicu­
lous than revolting. 

When the most prominent republicans shall have perished, on the battlefield 
and on the scaffold; when the pr.it:lons shall have shut out the rest of them from the 
social life of Brazil; when only the corrupt and the cowardly shall have a voice, the 
Brazilian nation will be consnlted as to its form of government and its destiny, and 
it will answer through the mouths of the base and servile, that what it needs, as 
being best and most salutary is what it yesterday rejected with disgust; canis 
reversus ad vomitum suum (the dog returns to his vomit). 

Contemporary history furnishes, among other things, the most suggestive lessons 
with regard to the value of plebiscites when it relates the circumstances under 
which, after the republicans of 1848 had beeen murdered or exiled, thousands of 
French voters sought to legitimize the imperial regime which afterward perished, 
wallowing in the bloody mire of Sedan. Nor may we stop to consider the legiti­
macy of that so-called consultation of the people, which is now the .avowed object 
of the insurgent fleet. Who does not know what may be the result of an election 
which, when manipulated by arrogance and oppression, may be the source of all 
sorts of corruption. 

Even though a majority of the people voting freely at the ballot box should wish 
to restore the" monarchy, the duty of the republican government of all its support­
ers and of all patriots is energetically to check any such retrograde movement. 

The Republic is the happy result of our entire historic evolution, it is not the 
w9rk of even one generation, much less is it one of those arbitrary and ephemeral 
edifices that may be overthrown by the caprice of ungrateful children, whatever 
sufferings the consolidation of this incontestable progress may have cost them. 

Danton, that wonderful political genius, who was as admirable for his lucid good 
sense as for the energy ofhis character and immeasurable depth of his love for his conn­
try, Danton, that great statesman, who in the midst of the greatest revolutionary 
upheaval that the world had then seen, saved his country, France, and arranged the 
elements necessary for the organization of the Republic. He well knew the reac­
tionary character of the masses, and he dared, in the face of the dogma of popular 
sovereignty as defined by political metaphysics, to proclaim that the government of 
society belongs to the minority, which is a'' truism" not even yet generally under­
stood; that is to say, he was a choice spirit, capable of defining and directing prog­
ress by guiding popular aspirations and transforming them into opiuions which 
enlighten and determine the acts of the governing powers. In accordance with this 
theory ofthe directing apparatus of nations he saw, before the rest of mankind did, that 
the revolutions of nations (to use an expression then in use and corresponding to our 
word progress) were the results of the expression of historic forces wholly beyond 
the control of the will of individuals, whether isolated or in groups, who are drawn 
by these forces, often unconsc~ously, through the most conflicting occurrences. Thus 
jt was that he, the organizer of the insurrection of the lOth of August, which abol­
ished royalty in France, felt and showed that his work was, fundamentally, the same 
as that of Richelieu and Henry IV; thus it was that he concentrated all political 
power in the committee of public safety, and the power to pronounce judgment with­
out. appeal in the revolutionary tribunal; thus it was :finally that, through his decisive 
and energetic action, the appeal to the people to confirm or reverse the death sen­
tence of Louis XVI was rejected by the convention. 

This i~ the tradition which inspires us; this is the doctrine which .animates all 
true republicans in whose opinion an appeal to the people and a consultation of the 
nation would, in principle, be a senseless proceeding, and in practice a hypocritical 
makeshift, which has been used by reactionists to the detriment of liberty, of 
order, and of progress. 

In our present national crisis, as we have already shown, this pretended mani­
festation of respect for public opinion is the most crafty device whereby the Brazil­
ian people could be ensnared. 

But even were this uot unnecessary, the time has passed for pointing out wherein 
our duty lies. It is now time to do our whole duty as our patriotism requires. 

My fellow-citizens, to whom I am speaking, especially the people of Pernambuco, 
know that as soon as Marshal Peixoto gave his efficient and decisive aiel to the revolt 
initiated by ex-Governor Julio de Castilhos against the Government established in 
Rio Grande do Sui by the supporters of the movement to restore the republican 
constitution which was violated by the coup d'etat of November 3, 1891, I openly 
declared against the policy of the chief magistrate of the nation and vigorously 
opr>osed his plans. 

They also know that, although I took no part in the insurrectionary movement of 
the navy of which I had no knowledge until after it had been made, I endeavored 
to profit by the occurrences therewith connected in order to prevent the State of 
Pernambuco from again falling into the power of the conqueror, when it could 
become the arbiter of peace and regaiu its former supremacy in the Brazilian body 
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politic. The distress of the present situation alone compels me to make known 
these views of mine, which were calumniously misrepresented. I kept the most 
absulute silence while I could do so without .being recreant to my duty as a patriot 
and as a republican, and when, too, this involved the greatest danger to me, owing 
to my supposed sympathy with the revolt of the navy, whose success I desired as 
long as I could sincerely believe in the uprigihtness of its aims. 

Now, however, when the proclamation of Saldanha da Gama throws such a sinis­
ter light upon this criminal attempt, no suggestion of self interest can stop me. I 
have been a republican from my youth up. I have been one of the most zealous 
advocates of the establishment of a republican form of government in our country. 
I took part in the movement which resulted in the establishment of that form of 
government on the 15th of November, 1889, when it fell to my lot to organize the 
popular uprh;ing which on that memorable day culminated in the downfall of the 
Empire and the establishment of the new political order of things. I favored the 
revolution of November 23, which restored the constitution of February 24, which 
constitution as a popular representative I had helped to frame, and my silence in 
presence of a revolt whose object is the restoration of a monarchy in Brazil would be 
treason to my whole political life, or at least an abandonment of my political duty. 
Renouncing as I do all desire to hold office under the present Government, it would 
be deserting my post as a true republican, which I am proud to be, if I were to refuse 
to aid the Government in the capacity of a private citizen. The object of these lines 
is to declare that I deem it my duty to support the Republic. 

ANNIBAL FALCAO. 
DECEMBER 14, 1893. 

RACIFE (PERNAMBUCO), Decembm·14, 1893-at night. 
I have been unable to reply to your letter until now. In view of Saldanha da 

Gama's manifesto, which reveals a monstrous attempt at retrogradation, it is, bevond 
a doubt, my duty to take my stand on the side of the Government, in defense of the 
Republic. 

The welfare of the country is, in my judgment, absolutely dependent upon the 
maintenance of the Republic. "For my country I would embrace my most cruel 
enemy, to whom I would afterward give my body to devour.'' Now is the time for 
your friend to prove the sincerity with which he has always repeated the above 
words of Danton. I do not know what fate may have in store for me, but I shall 
certainly never regret any sacrifices that I may make in behalf of the Republic. 
What is my own interest, my name, my life, in comparison with such a cause~ 

Your true, etc., 
. ANNIBAL FALCAO 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gresham,. 
[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Rio de Janeiro, January 22, 1894. 

Mr. Thomp~on officially confirms the successes of the Government at 
Bage and reports the continuance of the fighting at Nictheroy. He 
transmits the information received by him that the Nictheroy and two 
other war vessels of the Government sailed from Pernambuco for the 
south on the 20th, and says that the situation remains unchanged. 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

No. 141.) LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, January 26, 1894. (Received February 24.) 

SIR: With regard to the situation of affairs touching the revolution 
there has been but few happenings of any importance since my dis­
patch to you of the 12th instant (No. 134), with the exception of what 
appears to be a disastrous defeat of the revolutionary forces in the 
south. But, as I have before stated, information from the outside comes 
entirely through agencies controlled by the Government, and is, no 
doubt, often colored in its interests. 



BRAZIL. 115 

The return of the Aquidaban to 1the bay of Rio de Janeiro, which 
was reported (No. 134) J anua.ry 12, has given to the insurgents renewed 
confidence, and they have been much more aggressive. An attack 
upon the Island of Mocangue resulted in a severe defeat to the Govern­
ment forces and the abandonment of the island. The position gained, 
however, is of no particular importance. The repeated assaults of the 
insurgents upon Nictheroy have thus far been repulsed, but great dam­
age has resulted to both life and property. 

The victories of the Government forces in Rio Grande do Sui cul­
minated on the 8th ii1stant when the siege of Bage was raised. The 
revolutionists were disbanded and fled, without ammunition and 
poorly horsed. The reports show that constant and incessant fire was 
kept up for eighteen days, during which the Government losses were 
36, while the revolutionists lost over 400; besides, it is claimed 500 
from Uruguayan bands deserted. The city of Bage was very much 
damaged, and many atrocious crimes said to have been committed. In 
one instance two soldiers were burned to death. No report of the troops 
sent in pursuit of the retreating revolutionists has been reeeived. 

The absence of Admiral Mello from the scene of hostilities has given 
currency to rumors that he has abandoned the insurgents' cause, and 
that Admiral Saldanha da Gama has assumed command of the entire 
force. The truth of this, however, cannot be ascertained; another report 
indicates that he is at DeRterro very ill with disease, beri-beri, or suffer­
ing from wounds received while leaving the harbor on the 1st of Decem­
ber. It is positively known that the disease beri-beri was prevalent 
on the Aquidabc~Jn at the time of her departure and that Admiral Mello 
did not return with the vessel. 

Oommercial 'operations in the harbor have been carried on without 
any serious interference with American interests. The English have 
had trouble with their coa.l interest, and Admiral Saldanha da Gama 
has issued orders preventing the landing of coal. This of course has 
caused loss to English merchants engaged in this trade. I have, how­
ever, just received from Mr. Wyndham, British minister, a note stating 
that be has received from the English commandant information of a 
conference of the foreign naval commanders, in which it was decided 
that they would oppose the undertakings of the insurgents to prevent 
the landing of coal, but as several of the commandants were without 
instructions authorizing the use of force against force, positive action 
was delayed until their Governments could be communicated with. If 
this policy is again instituted it will be a return to the spirit of the 
notjce given by the commanders to Admiral Mello on the 6th of N ovem­
ber, and for which I have conteHded since the commencement of the 
revolt, as will be seen from my dispatch No. 122, December 31, 1893, 
and which is, I believe, fully authorized by your instructions. 

I have, etc, 
THOS. L. THOMPSON. 

Jl{r. Thornpson to Mr. Gresharn. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Rio de Janeiro, January 29, 18.94. (Received January 29.) 

Mr. Thompson telegraphs that the American vessels will be convoyed 
to the dock by the U.S. S. Detroit, and that a general engagement may 
follow if. she is fired upon, as she is ready to return the fire. 
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Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

[Tcleg'ram.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Rio de Janeiro, January 29, 1894. (Received January 29.) 

Mr. Thompson reports that at an interview in which interference with 
the coal trade of British subjects was discussed, the representative of 
Great Britain1 whose views are shared by his Belgian, French, Italhm, 
and Portuguese colleagues, declared that all other means would be 
exhausted before force would be resorted to and intimated that recog­
nition might be recommended by him. 

Mr. Gresha.m to Mr. Thompson. 

[Telegram.] 

DEP ARTMEN'l' OF STATE, 
Washington, January 29,1894. 

Mr. Gresham instructs Mr. Thompson to confer with Admiral Ben­
ham, from whom a telegram, indicating a serious situation, has been 
received, and requests an immediate report. 

Mr. Gresham to JJ1.r. Thompson,. 

[Telegram.) 

DEP AR'fMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, January 30, 1894. 

Mr. Gresham directs Mr. Thompson to transmit promptly a full report 
of present situation and of events in the city and harbor of. Rio de 
Janeiro, with special reference as to whether there has been any change, 
and, if so, of what nature and for what reason, in the attitude of the 
naval forces of the United States towards the Government of Brazil 
and the insurgents since Oapt. Picking was relieved of the command. 
He inquires whether Admiral Benham disagrees with the other naval 
commanding officers, and, if so, on what points, and whether the mer­
chant vessels of the United States are now en.ioying any protection 
that was not theretofore accorded by Picking. He also asks as to the 
nature of his relations with the Brazilian Government and Admiral 
Benham, and whether a blockade is enforced by the insurgents or any 
attempt made by them to that end. 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

[Telegram.) 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Rio de Janeiro, January 31, 1894. (Received January 31.) 

Mr. Thompson telegraphs that he is informed by Admiral Benham, 
with whom he had an interview on this day, that a full report of his . 
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action was sent on the preceding morning to the Navy Department . 
.After notifying the insurgents and the city that he intended to protect 
by force, if necessary, and to place all .American vessels who might 
wish to go to the dockR alongside the w barves, the war v-essels of the 
United States got under way and cleared for action. The Detroit, 
which was stationed in the best position for the ends of protection, bad 
orders to fire back if the merchant vessels were fired upon. ~L\.. shot 
from one of the insurgents' vessels was fired at, but missed, the boat 
of one of the .American vessels that was making preparations for haul­
ing in by means of a line running to the shore. The Detroit replied 
with a shot from a 6-pounder, which struck under the insurgent's bows. 
The latter then :fired one shot to leeward from her broadside battery 
and subRequently another over the merchant vessel. The Detro-it 
answered with a musket shot, w bich struck the stern post of the insur­
gent vessel. The latter was hailed by the commander of the Detroit, 
as be passed by, who declared that he would return the :fire and sink her, 
if necessary, in the event of her again firing. By this time one of the 
.American vessels was moored near the dock in her new berth, and a 
tug came up offering to discharge without cost the cargoes of all the 
vessels. Notice was then given to the commander of the insurgent 
forces that the cargoes would be taken out of the vessels in the berths 
they then occupied, but that it was determined, as theretofore, that if 
American vessels wished to have berths in the docks they would be 
placed there and given full protection by the squadron of the United 
States. The Detroit was afterward withdrawn and the war vessels 
anchored. He states that the naval or military operations of either 
side were not in the least interfered with by Admirai Benham, who 
entertains no such intention. What he proposes to do is to fulfill his 
duty of protecting the citizens and trade of the United States, and of 
this the insurgents have been notified by him. Admiral Benham 
declares that if American vessels get in the line ,of fire during the 
actnal course of legitimate hostilities they must take the consequences, 
but their freedom of movement must be respected. The insurgents 
are denied the right to search neutral vessels or to seize any part of 
their cargoes, even though such cargoes should comprise such articles 
as would, in the case of war between two independent governments, 
come within the class of merchandise defined as contraband of war. 
The insurgents, in their present status, would commit an act of piracy 
by forcibly seizing such merchandise. 

He adds that, to the best of his information, all the foreign com­
manders agree with Admiral Benham, and that the effective action of 
last Monday has restored complete tranquillity, broken the attempted 
blockade of commerce and trade, and placed everything in even 
motion. 

Mr. Gresham to Mr. Thompson. 

[Telegram.] 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, February 1, 1894. 

Mr. Gresham states that .Admiral Benham has acted within his 
instructions; and that it is therefore hoped that Mr. Thompson, whose 
telegram is satisfactory, is in accord with the admiral. 
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Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

,.,...- [Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED ST.A.'I'ES, 
Rio de Janeiro, February 1, 1894. (Received February 1.) 

Mr. Thompson states that on the part of the insurgents the only 
change in their attitude that occurred since Mello inaugurated the 
rebellion was brought about by DaGama, who succeeded him in the 
command of the forces at Rio de Janeiro, and exerted more vigorous 
eftorts to hamper commerce, which had met with no serious obstruction 
under the enforcement of the notice which he inclosed in his dispatch 
No. 122, and was given, on the 6th of November, to .Admiral Mello by 
the foreign commauding officers. 

It was about December 12 that these officers, except the G-ermans, 
apparently modified their attitude toward the insurgents, at least by 
fa.ili11g to enforce the terms of said notice against Da G-ama, who at 
that time declared that it was his purpose not to allow merchandise to 
be brought to the shore or to the custom-house, as stated in inclosure 
4 iJJ. the same dispatch. The result was that although there was no 
line of tire, except when a launch happened to run along the water front 
firing upon the land forces on shore, Da G-ama carried the object he had 
in view, a blockade of commerce. He adds that, as the situation is 
understood by him, Admiral Benham, except perhaps by refusing to 
recognize Da G-ama's authority, ha::; maintained the same attitude as 
was from the first assumed by the forces of the United States. He adds 
that the other commanding officers are now in accord with .Admiral 
Benham and have agreed to ask for authority to use force, that his own 
relations with the G-overnment of Brazil and Admiral Benham are very 
cordial, aud that the action of the latter meets the views embodied in 
his dispatch No. 123, even though he was not consulted before it was 
taken. 

As a consequence of said action protection is now afforded to mer­
chant vessels of the United States, and the actual line of fire of the 
insurgents is the only restriction to their freely receiving and discharg­
ing cargoes. He explains that although the insurgents were apparently 
aiming at a blockade there was none in fact. 

No. 148.] I 

JYir. Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

LEG.A.'l'ION 0]' THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, Febr~tary 1, 1894. (Received March 19.) 

SIR: I have the honor to transmit copy and translation of decree No. 
1663, January 31, 1894, continuing the state of siege (martial law) in 
the district federal and the states of Rio de Janeiro, Sao Paulo, Pa­
rana, Santa Catharina, and Rio G-rande do Sui in the capital of Per­
nambuco, and extending it to the capital of Parahyba, until the 25th of 
February. 

I have, etc., 
THOS.· L. THOMPSON. 
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(Inclosure in No. 148-Translation.] 

DECREE CONTINUING MARTIAL LAW, 

Prolongs with morlifications, up to February 25 next, the state of siege i!eclnrerl hy 
decree No. 1617 of December 25 last, and extends it to the capital of the State of 
Parahyba. 

The vice-President of the Republic of the Uuitecl States of Brazil SPeing that there 
continues to exist the grave motives of public orrler that rletermiuNl the snspenRion 
of constitutional guaranties in certain parts of the territory of the Repnblie; sePing-, 
too, that the same grave motives have cease1l to exist as regarlls the Htate of l'er­
narnbuco, excepting its capital, and are now showing themselves as regards that of 
the State of Parahyba, resolves, by the terms of Article LXXX of the constitnt.iou, 
to prolong up to 1- 'ebruary 25 next the state of siege in which hy <leeree No. 1617, of 
December 25last, were declared to be the Ferleral district, and the Htatt·s of Hio 1ie 
Janeiro, Sao Paulo, Parana, Santa Catbarina, aml Rio Grande de Snl, the sni1l Htate 
of siege also being limited to the capital of the State of Pernambuco ami extemled 
to the capital of the State of Parahy ba. 

:Federal Capital, January 31, 1894. Sixth of the Republic. 

No.150.] 

FLORTAKO PEIXOTO, 
CASSIANO DO NASCIMENTO. 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, February 1, 1894. (Received March 19.) 

SIR: I have the honor to confirm my telegram to you, dated January 
29, in which I report an intimation from British minister that he would 
recommend recognition of the insurgents in preference to recommend­
ing the use of force for the protection of British coal interests in the 
harbor. 

This telegram was based upon what occurred at a conference of 
members of the diplomatic corps held the day it was written. 

The insurgents have possession of an island owned by an English 
firm, Wilson, Sons & Co., and used as a coal depot, from which the gas 
works of Rio, the Royal Mail Steamship Company, and others receive 
supplies. The steamship company, an English corporation, and a 
Belgium eompany which supplies the gas works, have special deposits 
of coal on the island. Admiral Saldanha, under the pretext that coal 
was contraband of war, has denied. to the companies the right to land 
coal in the city. The British minister, Mr. Wyndham, through the 
senior commander of his squadron, requested Admiral Benham to call 
a conference of the senior naval commanders with a view of taking 
some action in the premises. 

Subsequently he informed me by note (January 26) that he had heard 
that the conference had been called and was attended by all the com­
manders except the Austrian, and that it was agreed that Saldanha da 
Gama had no right to stop the landing of coal, and that, as he was 
using force to do so, they should telegraph for in6tructions to use 
force. He further stated that the matter was very serious and 
requested that I attend a meeting of the diplomatic corps on Sunday, 
which I did. At this meeting Mr. Wyndham suggested that a collec­
tive note be sent to the commanders recommending the enforcement of 
the notice whieh had been sent to Mello on the 6th of November 
(reported in my No. 122) against Saldanha da Gama. I declined to 
join in this note, stating that while I was in favor of enforcing the 
notice we had never been informed of its abandonment, nor had we 
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been informed in a formal way of the recent action of the commanders. 
I expressed a willingness, however, to confer with Admiral ;Benham 
about the matter, and was requested to do so and to inform him of the 
desire of the diplomatic corps to have that notice transmitted to 
Admiral Saldanha. Mr. vVyndham said that he had advised Capt. 
Rolleston not to telegraph the admiralty for instructions to use force, 
without giving him notice, in order that he might wire the foreign office 
at the same time, and that he did not know but what it would be better 
to recognize the insurgents as belligerents at once than to use force 
against them, referring at. the time to the fact that a state of siege was 
being prolonged by the Government in several of the most important 
states in Brazil. 

Those present, except myself, seemed to acquiesce in what Mr. Wynd­
ham said, but there was no other definite expressions on the subject. 

With no intention of examining into the merits of the commercfal 
arrangement between the United States and Brazil, it can not be denied 
that it bas given to our merchants a leverage of which all Europeans 
are extremely jealous. 

I have, etc., 
THOS. L. THOMPSON. 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNI'l'ED S1'ATES, 
Rio de Janeiro, llebrunrJJ 2, 1894. (Received February 2.) 

Mr. Thompson reports that the insurgents have withdrawn their 
restrictive orders, that ships of all nationalities are no longer kept from 
coming to the shore, and notes a favorable progress of commerce, all of 
which he says is due to the influence of the war vessels of the United 
States having stopped the insurgents' fire against American merchant 
vessels. 

Mr. Thornpson to Mr. Gresham. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Rio de Janeiro, Febr·uary 2, 1894. (Received February 2.) 

Mr. Thompson reports the resignation of the minister of war and of 
marine of the Brazilian Government, and the march on Iguape of 1;000 
insurgents. He says that Curitiba is in their possession, that, accord­
ing to intelligence brought from the south by a British war vessel, the 
insurgent ship Republica is now at Paranagua. with ~t\_dmiral Mello on 
board, and adds that a threat to bombard Rio de Janeiro without notice, 
again made by the admiral in command of the insurgent fleet, is likely 
to be opposed by the foreign commanders. 
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Mr. 'l'hompson to Mr. Gresham. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Rio de Janeiro, February 3, 1894. (Received February 3.) 

Mr. Thompson transmits the substance of a request that Admiral da 
Gama sent him on that day through Admiral Benham~ and in which 
recognition as belligerents is asked for the insurgents, who are repre­
sented as holding most of the State of Rio Grande do Sui, the States of 
Santa Catharina and Parana, and a portion of Sao Paulo. The com­
munication observes that martial law has been declared seven different 
times. Mr. Thompson adds that he has seen no appearance of progress 
on the part of the insurgents with their government nor of correctness 
as regards their claim as to territory; that the request for recognition is 
not justified by any information that has reached him, but, judging 
from the attitude of English residents who are known to be in sympa­
thy with the cause of the insurgents, although they have not overtly 
so declared, and from the information transmitted in his telegram of 
January 29 last, recognition mignt be contemplated. 

Mr. Gresham to Mr. Thompson. 

[Telegram.] 

DEPARTMENT OF S1'A1'E, 
lVashington, February 5, 1894. 

Mr. Gresham instructs Mr. Thompson to transmit to the admiral in 
command of the insurgent forces the information that recognition as 
belligerents is still considered by the President as not being justified 
by the situation. 

No. 155.] 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF 1'IIE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, February 5, 1894. (Received March 19.) 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your cipher tele­
gram dated February 1, stating that my telegram reporting Admiral 
Benham's action on the 29th ultimo was satisfactory and expressing 
the hope that I was in . accord with him. 

Referring to the last part of the above telegram, wherein you express 
the hope that I am in accord with A·dmiral Benham, I have the honor 
to state that my official and personal relations with him since he 
assumed command of the South Atlantic station have been of the most 
cordial and satisfactory character. He has established and maintains 
the same position with regard to commerce that I have contended for 
from time to time since the revolution commenced. 

No positive action was taken jointly by the commanders until the 
6th of November, when they informed Admiral Mello that he must not 
interfere with the free operation of commerce on the bay. Admiral 
Mello respected this notice, and no difficulty was experienced until 
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Admiral Saldanha da Gama succeeded him, about the12tb of December, 
when he at once atmoun('ed that he wonld e11deavor to prevent the 
passage of goods to the custom-hom'e or to the shore. "'\Vith(JUt any 
notice of the abandonment of their former position the English acqui­
esced in .Admiral Saldanha's ruliug, and the commander of their naval 
forces went so far as to threaten prosecution of the masters of the ves­
sels of his country who in defiance of tlds order weut to the shore, 
thereby causing loss of life. Protests alleging ~imilar action on the 
part of our naval forces were filed at tbe commlate auout the same time. 

This ruling of the insurgent admiral and the acquiescence of the naval 
commanders virtually amounted to a blockade, until the timely action 
of Admiral Benham on the 20th ultimo, which bas been fully reported. 
In my opinion the action of Admiral Benham falls clearly within your 
instructions to me of November 1, and it was with the view of carrying 
out these instructions that I addressed my eommuuication of Decernber 
2~ to Capt. Picking, which he declined. to cousitler. 

In this connection it gives me pleasure to tramnnit copy of a let.ter 
from Admiral Benham to .Admiral Saldanha defining his position. This 
letter is in substance. a reiteration of the notiee given by the command­
ers on November 6, whieh was subsequently abandoued when Admiral 
Saldanha assumed command. Had the notice been consistently main­
tained the incident whieh occasione<il. tbe necessity of displaying force 
to sustain our rights would not have occurred. 

1 have, etc., 
THOS. L. THOMPSON. 

[Inclosure in No. 155.] 

.Rea.r-.Admiral Benham to Admiral da Gama. 

U. S. FLAGSHIP SAN FRANCISCO (SECOND RATE), 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Janua1·y 30, 1894. 

SIR: In reply to your communication of yesterday, which I had the honor to 
receive, asking if my action of the 29th "means positive interference in our domestic 
trouble, or if it only refers to the protection of commerce under the American 
flag," permit me to say that a careful perusal of the letters which I have had the 
honor of addressing you would, I think, make this question unnecessary, as they all 
1·efer to acts of violence and interference committed by your orders against Ameri­
can vessels, and of my intention to protect these vessels. However, that there may 
be no misunderstanding, I ha\'e to say, that in no case have I interfered in the 
slightest way with the military operations of either side in the contest now going 
on, nor is it my intention to do so. That is not my mission. My duty is to protect 
Americans and American commerce and this I intend to do to the fullest extent. 
American vessels must not be interfered with in any way in their movements in 
going to the wharves or about the harbor, it being understood, however, that they 
must take the consequences of getting in the line of fire where legitimate hostilities 
are actually in progress. I am not laying down any new principle of action. My 
course rests upon well-established principles of international law. 

There is another pomt which it may be well to speak of now: Until belligerent 
rights are accorded you, you have no right to exercise any authority whatever over 
American ships or property of any kind. You can not search neutral vessels or seize 
any portion of their cargoes, even though they be within the class which may be 
clearly defined as contraband of war, dnring hostilities between two independent 
Governments. The forcible seizure of any such articles by those under your com­
mand would be, in your present status, an act of piracy. Regretting that I am 
forced to speak thus plainly, 

I have, etc., 
.A.. E. K. BENHAM, 

Commanding U.S. Naval Force on South Atlantic Station. 
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Jfr. Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

No. 156.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, February 6, 1894. (Received March 19.) 

SrR: Since the transmission of my No. 141, January 26,1894, news 
has reached here of dissensions in the Provisional Government of the 
insurgents at Desterro, and the retirement of Senhor Annibal Cardoso 
from the cabinet. Senhor Cardoso was at the head of the four principal 
departments-war, inland affairs, :finance, and foreign relations-and 
resigned on account of misundentandings with his colleagues. 

Upon leaving the Government, Senhor Cardoso is reported to have 
said: "To-day the heads of the revolutionary movement are enveloped in 
a mesh of cabals and far from seeing in them the energy needed to over­
come these intrigues, I see these friends to be in great difficulties. I 
deem it a crime to remain working for the revolution, putting in danger 
b<:Jth lives and interests, to serve a policy that, instead of having done 
away with the hindrances put in our way by the enemy, bui1ds up 
new obstacles through questions of representation, forgetting for days 
together that one hour's delay in a war measure may be the loss of a 
:fight, and thus of all that has been done. I part, therefore, from the 
revolutionists, sorry to see remain among them so many that will be 
sacrificed to personal ambitions." Senhor J oao Carlos Monrao do Santos 
succeeded to the positions made vacant by the resignation of Senhor 
Cardoso. 

The newspapers on the 16th ultimo published long accounts of a 
Government victory at Itajahy. Itajahy, a small town in the State of 
Santa Catharina, held by 800 men with 21 cannon and assisted by two 
of the insurg·ent vessels, was captured by the Government forces on the 
lOth of December with but little loss of life to either side. 

It was reported about the 25th of last month that the Vice President 
had in contemplation or had informed the presidents of the several States 
that if be should succeed in suppressing the revolution, he would imme­
diately resign and turn the presidency over to his legal successor, Dr. 
Prudente Moraes, the president of the senate, and was heartily in favor 
of the election of a civilian to the presidency. This has not, however, 
materialized in a definite form; nor have I been able to trace it to a 
reliable source, but, notwithstanding, I am aware that there is a strong 
feeling against again intrusting the affairs of the Government to a mili­
tary president, and believe that a c.ivilian will assuredly succeed Peix­
oto. The governor of the State of Minas Geraes, Dr. Alfonzo Penna, 
whose manifesto was transmitted in my No. 138 January 20, is favor­
ably spoken of as a .possible candidate a11d it is not unlikely that he 
will become an aspirant. He is spoken of in the highest terms and his 
manifesto is broad and . sensible. The legal term of Peixoto will expire 
in March. 

Further action of the commanders to avoid a bombardment was ter­
miTiated when the Government insisted upon 1)lacing fortifications upon 
the available positions and apparently preparing to attack. N otwith­
standing he and the Government agreed to give forty-eight hours' notice, 
Admiral Saldanha da Gama has made several threats to commence a 
general bombardment at any time, but Admiral Benham will require a 
notice of at least two days, in order that our citizens may be warned to 
seek places of safety. I inclose copy of a communication Admiral Sal­
danha da Gama made to Admiral Benham on this subject, dated the 
28th ultimo. 

Consul Burke informs me by letter, January i6, that there is no 
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disturbance in Pernambuco, and the Vice-President in the decree 
continuing the state of siege (martial law) excepts this State but con­
tinues the capital under its operation. Mr. Burke also complains of 
the misconduct of the American crews of the Nictheroy and America, 
who have proven to be of a drunken and disorderly cla~s. He also states 
that Sergeant Silvino, who came to Pernambuco in the disguise of a law 
student was executed by the military authorities shortly after his arri­
val. Silvino led the mutiny in Fort Santa Cruz during April, 1891, 
and has been in command of the (Jupiter, insurgent cruiser, since the 
commencement of the r:evolution. This action seems to indicate that 
the Government intends to deal summarily with the insurgents when 
captured. 

The Brazilian warships are still holding aloof from actual hostilities 
and nothing new has been heard from them. It is reported now that 
the Riachuela and Benjamin Constant, two of the best vessels in the 
navy, win shortly leave Toulon, where they have been for repairs, ahd 
join the ships at Pernambuco to operate against the insurgents. 

I have, etc., 
THOS. L. THOMPSON. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 156.-Translation.] 

Rea1·-Admi1·al da Garna to Rear-Admiml Benham. 

ON BOARD THE CRUISER LIBERDADE, 
Rio de Janeir·o, Jan~tary 28, 1894. 

To their Excellencies the Senior Comrnanders of the Foreign Naval For·ces in the Harbor of 
Rio de Janei1·o: 
At the beginning of the present revolution, when the city of Rio de Janeiro, 

barely defended by some few field pieces placed on its front or principal hills, was 
at the mercy of the guns of the squadron, the chiefs of the foreign navies, repre­
sented in this port in a collective and unanimous note addressed to his excellency 
Rear-Admiral Custodio Jose de Mello, declared that they would oppose, even by force, 
any attempt at bombardment of the cj.ty, unless previous provoca.tion came from 
the land. 

Taking advantage of this resolution of the chiefs of the foreign vessels, the Gov­
ernment of Marshal Floriano Peixoto hastened to cause the withdrawal from the hills 
and the front of this city his six small :field pieces, not assuredly to safeguard the 
innumerable lives and high commercial interests which the city contains, but as a 
stratagem to arm those same points anew and again with a large and numerous 
artillery. 

Commenced hypocritically and with deceit, this work displays itself to-day, with­
out any concealment, in all its completeness. 

All the adjacent hills and front of the city are observed to be covered by bat­
teries; even the sacred and historic monasteries of San Benton and the Capuchins in 
the Castello are converted into fortresses; the manufactories established along the 
shore have received orders to cease their respective works and to withdraw their 
personnel in order that they could be transformed into so many more fortified points; 
there have been dug trenches in all the public streets and even in front of the hos­
pital Santa Casa Misericordia. In a word, it is currently reported that the Govern­
ment as soon as it considers this work completed will hasten at a given moment to 
open fire from all these fortifications upon the squadron. Your excellencies, chiefs of 
the foreign vessels, have certainly not to oppose themselves, even by force, to the 
squadro:o. replying to this foul aggression of the batteries of the city, or even that 
it should be anticipated. Nevertheless, would it be permissible tor me to ask your 
excellencies, men of war, conspicuous as you all are, if the conditions of the struggle 
for the squadron are to-day the same as in September, October, November, and 
December of last year, and were not your excellencies to blame for this unfavorable 
situation of the squadron by their intimation that they had only been pleased to 
safeguard the commercial interests of the city and the lives and property of its 
population, in a great part foreign~ The same reason on w lri.ch your excellencies 
supported yourselves to prevent on the part of the squadron an attack by force 
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upon the city of Rio de Janeiro should at the same time cause the Government of 
Marshal Floriano Peixoto, even by force, to respect a compact which that Govern­
ment has broken in bad fa,ith. In behalf of the squadron under my command, I 
must declare to your excellencies that I deplore, for the city of Rio de Janeiro and 
for its inhabitants, the rupture of this beneficial compact, respected on our part 
with all strictness up to the present time, but assuredly a contingency in which the 
intervention of your excellencies has placed that city. The task may prove for us 
of the squadron more arduous, more dangerous, more bloody, nevertheless, nothing 
of this kind will cause us to falter. . 

The squadron under my command will respect the compact until the lnst moment; 
realizing, nevertheless, that if there be any aggression on tl1e part of the batteries of 
the city, I reserve to myself the right of replying when and how I deem to be suit­
able, without further notice. 

In this case there will be fixed upon your excellencies, in the history of this revo­
lution the responsibility of the inevitable occurrences which your intervention., far 
from impeding, un the contrary will have aggravated. · 

Nothing of this prevents me, in the meanwhile, to avail myself, etc. 
Luiz PH. DE SALDANHA DA GAMA, 

Commander-fn-Chief of the Na1:al FoTces of the Revol1tiion against the 
Governrnent of Mm·shal Flm·iano Peixoto, in the Harbor of Rio de Janei1·o. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 156 ) 

Mr. Bu1·ke.to Mr. Thompson. 

CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Pm·nambuco, January 16, 1894. 

SIR: I have the honor to say that, since my last dispatch, dated January 4, nothing 
of importance has occurred in this city touching the revolutionary affairs at Rio. 
The city has been and is quiet. There has been no disturbance more than under 
ordinary circumstances excepting the disorders and scandalous proceedings on the 
streets caused by the large number of drunken seamen dumped on these shores from 
the steam ship AmeTica on the 3rd instant. 

The America arrived on the 31Rt ultimo. I have written a strong article to the 
Department setting forth the facts relating to the drunken and disorderly conduct 
of a large part of the crew landed from the An~m·ica, and expressing the hope that 
the Government will not allow any other expedition of a like nature under such an 
irresponsible management, especially on the part of the crew of the Amm·ica, to 
come to this country, a shame, a scandal, and a disgrace to our fla,g, our country, and 
to American citizens residing here. I have bad no end of trouble with these men 
since the:y landed, now nearly four weeks since the first ones carne on shore from the 
Nicthm·oy. 

I have no official rights in the matter, as they are not American seamen. Yet I 
have done scarcely anything else during the past four weeks excepting listen to 
complaints aud endeavor to adjust matters between Brazilian officials and these 
men, though the Brazilian officials have been very courteous in the dealings and 
t.reatment of the men, their great fault being a lack of doing the Tight thing at the 
right time. The Nicthm·oy is still here, with the Ame1·ica. About 170 of the men and 
officers that brought out the Nictheroy have been engaged in the Brazilian service 
for three months. 

The crew receive, I am informed, a bounty of $500, and $100 per month for three 
months. The officers receive $5,000 for the three months' service. They are drawing 
their pay, rolling in the trough of the sea outside the reef. It is said the Nictheroy, 
Antm·ica, and Aurom, a torpedo boat, will proceed to Rio in five or six days. If 
these ships are in anywise effective it is a little strange they should continue at 
anchor in this port when there is so much need of fighting material at Rio. 

A man who arrived here on Saturday by the WoTdswoTth, named Silvino (a ser­
geant), and who was suspected of being an emissary from Admiral de Mello, was 
taken out on Sunday morning from Fort Brun and shot, together with a companion 
of his. This Silvino was engaged in the conspiracy of Fort ·Santa Cruz in April, 
1891, and later was in the employ of De Mello at Rio. Martial law, as I think I 
wrote in my last dispatch, is extended to January 31. 

On departure of these ships, Nictheroy and Ame1'ica, will notify you. Suppose 
Admiral Benham is now in at Rio. I like him very much. 

I am, etc., 
DAVID N. BURKE, 

Consul. 
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No. 160.] 

FOREIGN RELATIONS. 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gresharn. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, February 6, 1894. (Received March 19.) 

SIR: I have the honor to transmit copy of a note from Admiral Ben­
ham, with inclosure copy of a translation of a communication from 
Admiral Saldanha da Gama, requesting recognition of the insurgents 
as belligerents and setting forth the reasons upon which the applica­
tion is based. 

The substance of this communication was made known by my tele­
gram to you of February 3, with observations on the subject, and in 
further confirmation of them I beg to state that the insurgents' claim 
of territory seems to be exaggerated. They have possession of several 
towns, including the capital of Parana, in the south, but have no abso­
lute control over any State that I am advised of. The latest reports 
show that they have in their possession Desterro, Paranagua, Curitiba, 
and a few minor places. Their Provision~l Government is not intact, 
owing to dissensions among its officers, and they appear to have made 
no headway in perfecting its organization nor in carrying out its pur­
poses. 

There are now rumors of armies advancing from the south, but these 
can not be verified. The Government, however, is sending additional 
troops in that direction, and it looks as if a decisive battle may be 
fought south of the line of Sao Paulo. 

I have, etc., 
THOMAS L. THOMPSON. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 160.] 

Rear-Admiml Benham to M1·. Thompson. 

U.S. :FLAGSHIP SAN FRANCISCO, 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, Febr'Uary 2, 1894. 

SIR: Inclosed you will find a translation of a communication from Rear-Admiral 
da Gama, which I forward to you at his request. · 

Very respectfully, 
A. E. K. BENHAM, 

Rem·-Admiml, D. S. Navy, 
Co'mmanding U. S. Naval Forces on South Atlant-ic Station. 

[Inclosure 2 to No. 160.-Translation.] 

Rear-Admiml da Gama to Rear-Admiral Benham. 

ON BOARD THE CRUISER LIBERDADE, 
Rio de Janeiro, Jan'Um·y 31, 1894. 

In my capacity as commanrler-in-chief of the naval forces of the revolution against 
the Government of Marshal Floriano Peixoto, I have the honor to call the attention 
of your excellency to the circumstance that to-day has terminated the time allowed 
by th~ seventh decree of the states of siege anrl of martial law, ancl to -morrow will 
be issued for publieation the eighth decree for the continuance of this abnormal and 
oppressive state of the entire country. 

This fact expresses and signifies that the Government of Marshal Floriano Peixoto 
deceived itself and endeavored to deceive Brazil and foreign nations from the begin­
ning of the present revolution as to its forces and extent. In no other way can be 
explained what it declared in a public document of the month of September, that it 
did not require more than eight days to bring the matter to a crisis. Already it has 
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had to use increasingly seven times this extraordinary faculty of the suspension of 
guarantees, without result. 

To this evident demonstration of the want of power of the Government to dom­
inate the revolution, even in this port the forces of the revolution have secured 
advantages. They control to-day most of Rio Grande do Sul and also the States of 
Santa Catharina and Parana, where they find fervent adherents, and already they 
possess parts of San Paulo, which seems to show they are progressing towards a 
state and condition which all powers are accustomed to consider indispensable in 
eivil struggles, in order that the revolutionary forces may be recognized as bellig­
erents. This is the reason for which anew I ask your excellency to inform his excel­
lency the United States minister in this country of this note, in order that it may be 
duly considered. 

Permit me, etc. 
LUIZ PHILLIPPE DE SALDANHA. DA GAMA, 

Commander-in-Chief of the forces in Revolution aga·inst the GoveTnment of 
Ma1·shal Floriano Peixoto, in the po1·t of Rio de Janeiro. 

No. 161.] 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

LEGA'l'ION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, February 9, 1894. (Received March 19.) 

SIR: I have the honor to transmit a copy of a translation of note from 
Rear-Admiral SaldanhadaGama, purporting to be addressed toAdmiral 
Benham, which has been secretly circulated among Brazilians, osten­
sibly to create a sympathy for the insurgent cause. 

Having secured the copy only on the eve of the departure of the mail, 
I have not been able to confer with Admiral Benham about it. 

My recollection is that no dh;charge of cargoes from ships with 
lighters and tugs was made during the interim between the date of 
the announcement by Admiral Saldanha da Gama that he would 
endeavor to stop the passage of goods to the custom-house and the 
action of Admiral Benham which caused the withdrawal of the restric­
tion. A few American ships came to the docks on their own responsi­
bility and were successful in discharging and taking on cargoes without 
interference during that time. 

I have, etc., 
THOS. L. THOMPSON. 

[Inclosure in No.161.-Translation.] 

Rear-Admi1·al da Gama to Rear-.Admiml Benham. 

ON BOARD THE CRUISER LIBERDADE, 
.January 30, 1894. 

You1· Excellency the Commandm·-in-Chief of the North American Naval Forces: 
All ships lying in this port, both war ships and merchantmen, were witness of the 

grave and open opposition that the navy, under my command, suffered yesterday 
morning from the naval forces under the command of your excellency Rear-Admiral 
Benham, ofthe U.S. Navy. 

Starting from the principle that the revolutionary element in Brazil, of which the 
fleet-that operates in this port is but a factor, has not yet been recognized as bellig­
erents, and basing on thi::~ the duty of protecting, quand ndme, the maritime commerce 
under your country's flag, your excellency believed it lawful to use with osten1ation 
the important naval forc:e nnder your command and obliged the revolutionary tleet 
to co:usent that three North American merchant ships, illstead of effecting their dis­
charge on anchor, do it alongside this city's wharves. 

The measures adopted by the forces under my command have never been of a 
nature offensive to the interests of foreign maritime commerce. On the contrary, 
they have constituted a modus vivendi, in accordance with which, in return of the 

/ 
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merchant ships not getting alongside the wharves, for it would embarrass our mili­
tary operations, we agreed in allowing tow boats, launches, and discharging lighters, 
which, as Brazilian bottoms, are liable to be seized by us, to do their work in port 
nuder the protection of foreign flags. 

These measures have been so far accepted and respected by the commanders of 
foreign naval forces lying in this port, including those of the U. S. Navy, which 
has been represented here, we might Hay, from the beginning of the present situation. 

The delay of our recognition as belligerents by the foreign nations having· transac­
tions with Brazil, tbougb not giving us privileges granted by international law, can 
not prohibit us, however, of using vigilance in behalf of our defense and main­
tenance. If we have no Jegal existence in its exact international meaning, our exist­
ence in fact as combatants for nearly half year in the port of the country's capital 
in face of the center of our adversary's power can not, however, be denied. The 
case is entirely new . .For the first time a revolutionary force is maintained such a 
long time inside a harbor in situation of preventing all its movement. 

But your excellency .Rear-Admiral Benham did not understand so. On the pre­
tention, as he asserts, of protecting by all rrieans American maritime commerce in 
whichever way it suit your excellency, through your imposing attitude of yester­
day, puts us in the choice of either fighting with the nation tha,t he represents, which 
is not our intention nor our desire when we are fighting to free our country of a dic­
tatorial government, or break on our part, and in the only interest of his country:­
men, the modus vivendi accepted up to this date. 

Leaving on one side the moral offense resulting from the action, and against which 
I protested yesterday by voice of cannon and by panic, it remains now to be known 
whether this alteratiOn of the modus vivendi agreed for will not modify it com­
pletely. 

On the face of the demonstration, against which I can not pretend in this moment 
react by force as well, I have to consent in future in allowing American ships to get 
alongside the TmpicheiS, and this, by the principle of impartiality, gives the right of 
granting the same advantage to all other foreign merchant ships that come to this 
port. 

'Pherefore the concessions which relatively to the shipping in this harbor we 
believe to be fair to allow for the benefit of foreign maritime commerce by inter­
vention of the same commanders of the respective naval forces are canceled and 
against our interests. 

As your excellency will have to judge how unjust and disadvantageous this situa­
tion is for ourselves who helieve to be fighting for a noble ann national cause, we 
beg your excellency to accept i.he assurance of our great esteem and respect. 

Lurz PHILLIPPE SALDANHA DA GAMA, · 
Cornrnander-in-Chief of the F01·ces in Berol1ltion against the Gorernment of Marshal 

Flm·iano Peixoto in the Port of Bio de Janeiro. 

Mr. Thornpson to JJfr. Gresharn. 

No. 163.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED S1'ATES, 
Petropolis, February 11, 1894. (Received March 19.) 

SIR: Referring to my No. 2, September 11, 1893, wherein I reported 
the acc<'ptance of my credentials by the Government of Brazil and the 
postponement of the formal reception by the Vice-President on account 
of the disturbed condition of affairs, I have the honor to state that I 
was accorded an audience by his excellency the Vice-President on the 
8th instant, at the palace of the Gov:ernment, at which were present 
members of the cabinet, members of Congress, and officers of the army. 

I incl.ose copy of the remarks I made to his excellency on this occa­
sion, and copy and translation of his reply thereto. 

I was accompanied by the secretary of legation, and at the close of 
my reception had the pleasure of presenting Admiral Benham to the 
Vice-President. 

I was cordially received arld there were many expressions of amity 
and good will for our Government. 

I have, etc., 
THOS. L. THOMPSON. 
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[Inclosure 1 in No. 163.) 

ADDRESS OF MR. THOMPSON. 

EXCELLENCY: Having at your request, in advance of this reception, had the honor, 
in compliance with my instructions, to place in your hands the letter of the Presi­
dent accrediting me as envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to the United States of Brazil, I now desire to express the 
amity and good will felt by our Government and people for the Government and 
people of Brazil, and their desire to cultivate and, if possible, to strengthen the 
relations of friendship and mutually beneficial commercial intercourse which now 
unite the two nations. 

I beg, also, to assure your excellency that on my part no effort shall be omitted 
to contribute to this end, which the President so earnestly desires, and I trust that 
during my term of office I may receive from your excellency and the members of 
your Government, the same courtesy and attention accorded to my esteemed prede­
cessor, and which materially assisted him in performing the duties of his position 
in a manner so satisfactory to both Governments. 

Geographically we are widely separated, but the aims and purposes that actuate 
our respective republics bring us in touch with each other. Our people are God­
fearing and liberty-loving, and in the study of politico-economic questions both 
strive to permanently secure for the largest number the greatest good under God's 
providence. · 

I deem it a high privilege to represent my country among your people, and with 
your hearty cooperation it shall be my agreeable duty and pleasure to carry out the 
wish of the President in this mission, in the hope that I may deserve his and win 
your approbation. 

In conclusion I have the honor to assure your excellency of the friendship of the 
Government and people of the United States of America. and of my personal regard 
and high esteem. 

[Inclosure 2 in No.l63.-Translation.] 

REPLY 0.1!' THE VICE-PRESIDENT. 

_ Mr. MINISTER: I have been very pleased to receive the letter by which the Presi­
dent of the United States of America has accredited you in the character of envoy 
extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary to the United States of Brazil. I regret, 
Mr. Minister, that political events have deprived me up to to-day of the pleasure 
that I now have of receiving you. I rejoice that you should have been chosen for 
such a high and honorable post. 

The sentiment and intentions that you have expressed in the name of the Ameri­
can nation and its illustrious President afford just sa,tisfaction to Brazil and its 
Government, and I see in your mission a new pledge of the certainty that they 
will be followed out. 

Your part will continue to be easy for you; there will not be wanting to you on 
my side frank and cordial cooperation, that every clay the bonds of friendship 
may grow stronger, and that the many interests which exist between our two coun­
tries may develop themselves • 

.11Ir. Thompson to lffr. Gresham. 

(Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Rio de Janeiro, February 12, 1894. (Received February 12.) 

Mr. Thompson t~legraphs that -the insurgents on the preceding Sat­
urday landed at Nitcheroy and were repulsed, returning to their ships 
after an engagement, in the course of which both sides lost heavily and 
Admiral da Gama received wounds in his arm and breast. 

FR--9 
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lJfr. Gresham to Mr. Thornpson. 

(Telegram,] 

DEPAR'l'MENT ·oF STA.'l'E, 
Washington, February 14, 1894. 

Mr. Gresham approves of Mr. Thompson's action and of the correct 
interpretation of the Department's instructions~ of November 1, as pre­
sented in his dispatch No. 122, from which it appears that he under­
stood what it was necessary to O.o for the protection of American ves­
sels at Rio de Janeiro. 

No. 169.] 

11fr. Thornpson to JJfr. Gresharn. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STA'l'ES, 
Petropolis, Februa1·y 14, 1894. (Received March 19.) 

SIR: I have the honor to transmit the response from the senior naval 
commanders to the note of the minister of foreign affairs (transmitted 
as inclosure 7 in my No. 131), denying violation of the agreement of 
October 5 to remove all guns from the batteries within the city. 

The commanders contradict the assertions made by the Government 
and exhibit drawings of the fortifications to sustain their observations. 

The members of the diplomatic corps declined to send this note to 
the Government, but prepared a note thanking the commanders for the 
information, and the matter here rests. I concurred in this action. 

I have, etc., 
THOS. L. THOMPSON. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 169.] 

Naval comnutndants to diplomatic corps. 

U. S. CRUISER CHARLESTON, 
Rio de Janeiro, BTazil, Januctry 11, 1894. 

The representatives of the United States of America, France, Portugal, England, 
and Italy, in conference assembled, have read the note of the minister of foreign 
affairs of the Brazilian Government, dated January 8, 1894. 

The senior naval commanders are very much surprised at the statements made in 
this note. A sketch is inclosed showing the exact positions of the guns iu battery 
on Castello Hill, made by two naval officers at different times on December 28. 

It was reiterated by these officers that the guns were capable of being fired imme­
diately. All that is necessary, to do, which would take but a moment, is to knock 
out some of the bags filled with clay whieh are placed to mask the guns from view 
outside, and these guns can be immediately fired. The senior commanders and 
their officers have often noted the firing from and against the city by small-arms 
and rapid-fire guns, and it was frequently seen that the first shot was fired from tha 
shore, which right the Government officially declared not to abdicate. 

A. AUBRY, 
Com~nanding Naval Fm·ces of Italy. 

S. ROLLESTON, 
Commandiny English Naml Forces. 

AUGUSTO DO CASTILHO, 
Commanding Naval Forces of PoTtugal. 

DE BARBEYRAC, M.' 
Command,ing Naval Fo1·ces of ffirance. 

HENRY F. PICKING, 
Commanding Naral Fo~·ces of the United States of Anwr!ca. 
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(Inclosure 2 iu No.169-Translation.] 

Diplomatic corps to the naval cornmandants. 

PETROPOLIS, January 14, 1894. 
The representatives of England, Italy, the United States of America, France, and 

Portugal have the honor to acknowledge reNipt of the note which the commanding 
officers of the naval forces of their respective countries addressed them on the 11th 
of t.he present month. They thank them for this communication and for the plans 
annexed, which confirm their communication of the 1st of this month. 

No. 170.] -

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, February 15, 1894. (Received March 19.) 

SIR: Following my No. 156, February 6, I have the honor to report 
but little change in the military situation. There has been, however, 
some spirited fighting on the Nictheroy side of the bay, and on the 
morning of February 10 an attack was made on the Armacao. The 
insurgents secured possession of the point, but were driven back with 
considerable loss in life and arms. The Government loss in kHled and 
wounded is said to have been greater than the insurgents', but definite 
figures can not be obtained. The attack was daring and the fighting 
on both sides desperate. _Admiral Saldanha da Gama in person com­
manded the insurgents and was severely wounded in the neck, breast 
and arm. 

The latest news from the south is to the effect that Mello, with 1,500 
troops, is in possession of Paranagua. -Gumayindo, commanding the 
revolutionists in Rio Grande do Sui, after defeating the Government 
forces under Gen. Machado, marched to Curitiba. The revolutionists 
control the small state of Parana, except the town of Lapa, which, 
strongly fortified, is defended by Col. Uarneira with a force of 1,200 
men. The revolutionists are poorly provided with artillery. There are 
but two natural passes into Sao Paulo from Parana. These are at 
Itavare and Santos. The Government has 2,500 troops defending 
Itavare and about the same number at Santos, with a reserve of 2,500 
at Sao Paulo. Gen. Machado is reported to have rallied his forces, num­
bering 4,000 men, south of the position of the revolutionists, and it is 
believed, should the revolutionists attempt to pass into Sao Paulo at 

- Itavare and be defeated, their retreat will be cut oft' by Macbado. Mello 
is repotted to have abandoned a contemplated advance from Iguape to 
Santos, and he may reenforce the commalld of Guma9indo at Curitiba. 

The Destroyer and four torpedo boats left Pernambuco on the lOth 
instant for Bahia, and the Government fleet is expected soon to arrive 
at Hio, where temporary accommodations for the people are being 
erected on the outskirts of the city preparatory, apparently, for a gen­
eral engagement between the loyal and rebel forts and ships. 

The recent announcement by the Vice-President of the Republic that 
the elections would be held on March 1 has, in a measure, given the 
people more confidence in the Government, although the partisans of 
Mello and Da Gama condemn it as a prearranged at,tempt to con­
tinue Peixoto's influence in the Government. This, however, appears 
to be unjust, as Prudente Moraes, an upright, highly educated, conserv­
ative man, has been brought forward as the candidate for President, 
and -at this writing it appears as if he will be chosen without opposition. 
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Alfonso Penna, the present governor of Minas, to whom I have refe!Ted 
before as a possible aspirant, has declined to be a candidate in the 
interest of peace arid the elev~tion of a civilian to the presidential chair. 
Prudente Moraes is the president of the national senate and is said to 
be an able man, and one upon whom all conservative elements can unite, 
whose election would bring to a close the unhappy condition now pre­
vailing. Above all it is claimed his election would divorce the army 
and navy influence from civil affairs and bring the people more directly 
in touch with the Government. 

I have, etc., 
THOS. L. THOMPSON. 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

No. 173.] LEGA1.'ION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, Febntary 17, 1894. (Received March 19.) 

SIR: I have the honor to transmit copy and translation of correspond­
ence between the senior commanders of the foreign naval forces, the 
diplomatic representatives whose governments are represented by 
naval forces, and the minister of foreign affairs, with the view of secur­
ing a safer anchQrage for the war and merchant vessels lying in the 
harbor. 

It has been pleasant to observe the willingness and promptness with 
which his excellency the Vice-President has responded to every request 
of the commanders. 

I have, etc., 
THOS. L. THOMPSON. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 173.] 

Naval Commandants to Diploma.tio Corp•. 

U. S. CRuisER CHART.ESTON, 
Rio de Janei1·o, January 11, 1894. 

The senior naval representations of the United States of America, !<,ranee, Portu­
gal, England, and Italy have the honor to inform their respective diplomatic repre­
sentatives that they have observed with great surprise the firing from heavy guns 
from the battery on Coquerida (Born-Jesus) Island at two vessels of the insurgents, 
the Trajano and Guana.bara, lying to the northward and westward a short distance 
from Euxadas leland. This firing was commenced by the guns on ,Coquerida Island, 
and was replied to by the heavy guns on the two vessels. The zone fired over was 
that in which the merchant ships of many nations lie at anchor; a premature explo­
sion of shells from either side, which not infrequently happenl:!, might have destroyed 
both life and property. 

This seems a strange coincidence after the letter received by the senior commanders, 
through their diplomatic representatives, from the ministry of foreign affairs for the 
Brazilian Government, dated January 8, and also after the fact that this position 
for anchoring was given us verbally but officially by the captain of the port, ancl 
we inclose a communication which shows this to be the case absolutely. 

A. AUBRY, 
Commanding Naval Forces of Italy. 

S. RoLLESTON, 
Cornmanding English Naval F(wces. 

AUGUSTO DE COSTILIIO, 
Commanding Na,;al Fo1·ces of Port11gal. 

DE BA RBEYRAC, 
Commanding the Naval Fo1·ces of Fmnce. 

HENRY F. PICKING, 
Commanding Naval Forces of the United States of AmeriGa. 
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[Inclosure 2 in No.173.] 

Rear-Admiral Magnaghi to Capt. Picking. 

RIO DE JANEIRO, December 26, 1893. 
I have the honor to inform you that following the suggestions expressed by the 

superior commanders of all naval forces present in Rio de Janeiro, I sent an officer 
to ask the captain of the port to indicate the space assigned for the anchorage of 
merchant and war vessels. The reply was made verbally but officially, and a line 
was traced on the plan of the bay :fixing the limit of the safe anchorage for all ships. 

Accept, etc., 
G. B. MAGNA.Gm. 

U. S. CRUISER CHARLESTON, December 27, 1893. 
The line was traced by the Italian officer who communicated the information to 

this vessel, starting from Caju Point, passing over Chapeo do Sui, and ending at 
Vianna Island. The safe anchorage for foreign vessels was indicated to the north­
ward of the said line. 

JOHN R. EDIE1 
Ensign U. S. Navy, Secreta? y. 

[Inclosure 3 in No. 173.-Translation.] 

Diplomatic Corps to the Ministm· for Foreign AffairB. 

PETROPOLIS1 January 14, 1894, 
The representatives of E11gland, Italy, the United States of America, France, and 

Portugal have received from the commanders of the naval forces of their respective 
countries a communication informing them that the li1,1e of :fire of the batteries estab­
lished on the island of Born-Jesus cuts the line of refuge of the merchant shjps as 
these :find themselves threatened by the premature explosion of projectiles coming 
either from the batteries or the insurgent ships. 

The representatives of the above-mentioned powers have the honor to draw the 
attention of his excellency the minister of foreign affairs to these facts, from which 
it appears that the zone indicated by the captain of the port for the anchorage of 
merchant ships might be exposed to the fire from the batteries of the island of Bom­
J esus. They renew, therefore, the request which they made to him in their note of 
December 26 last, to designate an anchorage offering every safety as well to ships 
of war as to merchant ships. 

[Inclosure 4 in No. 173.-Translation.] 

Diplomatic Corps to the Naval CornmandantB. 

PETROPOLIS1 Janum•y 14, 1894. 
The representatives of England, Italy, the United States of America, France, and 

Portugal have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the note of the 11th of Jan­
uary, addressed to them by the commanding officers of the naval forces of their 
respective countries. They did not fail upon the receipt of this communication to 
send to the minister of foreign affairs of the Federal Government a note of the same 
date, a copy of which is annexed, repeating the request made before, that is, Decem­
ber 14, for the appointment of an anchorage offering every safety to the ships of war 
and to those of commerce. 

[Inclosure 5 in No. 173.-Translation.] 

PETIWPOLIS, January - 1 1894. 
The minister of state for foreign affairs has received the note which the represen­

tatives of England, Italy, the United States of America, France, and Portugal, 
addressed him on the 14th instant, to call his attention to the communication from 
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the commanders of the naval forces of their respective countries, informing him 
that the line of fire of the batteries established on the island of Born-Jesus, cutting 
the zone indicated by the captain of the port for the anchorage, threatened by the 
premature explosion of projectiles coming either from these batteries or the insur­
gents' ships. The said note having been brought to the knowledge of the Vice­
President of the Republic, his excellency has resolved to have the cannon withdrawn 
from the battery of Born-Jesus until the outlining of a zone which shall offer every 
safety for the anchorage either of war ships or ships of commerce. 

[Inclosure 6 in No.173-Translation.] 

Diplomatic Cm-ps to the -4finister jo1· Fm·eign Affairs. 

PETROPOLIS, January 22, 1894. 
The r6presentatives of England, It.aly, the United States of America, France, lt·nd 

Portugal have the honor to acknowledge to his excellency the minister of foreign 
affairs receipt of the note which came to them yesterday in reply to theirs of the 
14th instant. They see with satisfaction that his excellency the vice president of 
the Republic has resolved to have the cannon withdrawn from the batteries of the 
island of Born Jesus until the desig-nation of a zone which shall offer every security 
for the anchorage as well of war ships as of ships of commerce. They hastened to 
inform the commanders of the naval forces of their respective countries of this reso­
lution. 

[Inclosure 7 in No. 173-Translation.] 

Diplomatic Cm1JS to the Naval Commandants. 

PETROPOLIS, Janum·y 22, 1894. 
The representatives of England, Italy, the United States of America, France, and 

Portugal have the honor to transmit to the commanding officers of the naval forces 
of their respective countrieFl copy of a note from the ministtr of foreign affairs of 
the .Federal Government which came to them yesterday in reply to theirs of the 
14th instant. 

The note of Mr. Cassiano do Nascimento announces to them that his excellency, 
the vice-president of the Republic has resolved to have the cannon withdrawn from 
the battery of the island of Born Jesus until the designation of a zone which shall 
offer every security for the anchorage as well of warships as of ships of commerce. 

[Inclosure 8 in No. 173-Translation.] 

Minister fm· Fm·eign Ajfai1·s to the Diplomatic Corps. 

RIO DE JANEIRO, January 25, 1894. 
The minister of foreign affairs communicates to the representatives of England, 

Italy, the United States of America, France, and Portugal that the insurgents, profit­
ing by the action of the vice-president of the republic, inspired by their note of the 
14th instant, in having the guns withdrawn from the battery on Born Jesus Island, 
occupied this latterat4 o'clock on the morning of the 24th. 

Mr. Thompson to JJfr. Gresham. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Rio de Janeiro, February 19, 1894. (Received February 19.) 

Mr. Thompson announces the arrival on the preceding day of the 
Nictheroy, which proceeded in a southerly direction after landing sev­
eral hundred men at the entrance of the harbor. 
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Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF TH:m UNITED STATES, 
Rio de Ja-neiro, February 21, 1894. (Received February 21.) 

Mr. Thompson reports that the Aq~tidaban ran the forts in the morn· 
ing under a heavy fire and joined the Republica, which was standing 
off the port, and that it is expected that she will soon bring back 
troops. He thinks it possible that an engagement will take place near 
Bahia, where the Government fleet is stationed. 

No. 178.] 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED S'l'ATES, 
Petropolis, February 23, 1894. (Received March 31.) 

SIR: Referring to your No. 78, dated January 10, 1894, wherein you 
define the position of our Government with respect to efforts to prevent 
bombardment of the city of Rio de Janeiro and state that Capt. Pick­
ing has reported the violation by the Government of the accord upon 
which the action was based, I have the honor to inform you that as my 
action with other diplomatic representatives has been only of an inter· 
mediary nature, all action in this matter ceased upon the representa­
tion of the senior naval commanders that the city was fortified. This 
declaration of the commanders was not acquiesced in by the Govern­
ment, as will be seen by the note of the minister for foreign affairs to 
the diplomatic representatives, dated January 8, transmitted in my 
No. 131. With regard to the second part of the same dispatch bearing 
upon the protection of commercial operations, my action has been 
reported in a previous dispatch (No. 122). It is extremely gratifying 
to I)le to realize that the position taken by this legation on the ques­
tion was so closely in accord with the views you express and that my 
interpretation of your instructions was correct. 

I have, etc., 
THOS. L. THOMPSON. 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Rio de Janeiro, February 26, 1894. (Received February 26.) 

Mr. Thompson reports an extension of the state of siege to February 
28 and the rumored taking of Lapa by the insurgents. 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

No .. 182.j" LEGATION OF THE UNITED STA'rES, 
Petropolis, February 28, 1894. (Received March 31.) 

SIR: I transmit herewith copy and translation of decree No. 1679 of 
tlte Brazilian Government, continuing the state of siege declared by 
d' cree ~ o. 1663 until the 28th of February. 

I have, etc., 
THOS. L. THOlVIPSON. 
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[Inclosure in No. 182.-Translation.) 

Decree No. 1679, Febnta1·y 25, 1894, continuing until the 28th day of the cun·ent month 
the mm·tiallaw decla1·ed by decree No. 1663 of Janum·y 31 last. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT OF TilE REPUBLIC OF' THE UNITED STATES OF BRAZIL: 

Whereas the serious considerations of public order which led to the martial Jaw 
declared by decree No.1663 of January 31 last and preceding decrees for the federal 
district, the capitals of the States of Parahiba and Pernambuco and the States of 
Rio de Janeiro, Sao Paulo, Parana, Santa Catharina, and Rio Grande do Sui, involv­
ing the suspension of the guarantees of the constitution, are still in existence, 

Decides under article 80 of the constitution to continue the said martial law until 
the 28th day of the current month. 

Federal capital, February 251 1894, sixth year of the Republic. 

No. 184.1 

FLORIANO PEIXOTO, 
CASSIANO DO NASCIMENTO. 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

[Extract.] 

LEG.A.TIO~ OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, February 28, 1894. (Received March 31.) 

SIR: Following my No. 170 of February 15 there has been nothing 
of material moment to report, aside from the continued exchange of 
shots between the hostile parties on the bay and the casualties result­
ing therefrom. 

The Aquidaban, on the morning of the 21st, left the harbor under a 
heavy fire from all the forts and land batteries, but, as far as known, 
escaped without any serious injury. The Republica was off the 
entrance of the harbor at the time, and was joined by .the Aquidaban, 
the two proceeding south, but shortly changed their course to the east, 
aud nothing definite has since been heard from either. 

The Nictheroy (late El Oid) on the 18th arrived at the entrance of 
the harbor, landed several hundred troops, and then proceeded to 
Bahia, from whence she had come. The Santuit, an American steam­
ship, at about the same time arrived and landed a number of troops. 

The latest advices from Bahia report all Government vessels in that 
harbor and everything quiet. 

On the 24th the insurgents lost the steamship Venus, a refrigerating 
vessel which had been transformed into a war ship. The vessel was 
blown to pieces, but whether caused by a shot from the forts or by the 
accidental explosion of the boilers has not been ascertained. 

No reliable news of military operations in the south bas been received. 
The Provisional Government of the insurgents at Desterro having 

failed, another attempt is being made to organize at Ouritiba, capital 
of the State of Parana. There can be no doubt now but what the 
insurgents control this town and State, but whether the organization 
will be perfected and exist with any degree of stability can not be fore­
told at present. The northern States are quiet and the seeds of rebel­
lion sown in Pernambuco appear to have perished. 

The yellow fever has become epidemic at Rio, especially upon the 
vessels that have been :moored to the docks. The deaths average, 
according to official figures, about fifty-five a day, which represents in 
the larger part foreigners. Several deaths have occurred on the foreign 
ships of war, but none so far on ours. 
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In consequence of the prevailing epidemic Admiral Benham has been 
sending our ships temporarily to sea, and has now cut oft' all communi­
cation with the shore except in cases of urgent necessity. 

I have, etc., 
THOS. L. THOMPSON. 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

[Telegram.] 

·LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Rio de Janeiro, Ma·rch 2, 1894. (Received March 2.) 

Mr. Thompson reports the departure of the Government fleet from 
Bahia on the preceding night and the renewal of martial law. He trans­
mits the news sent by the Brazilian minister at Montevideo of a victory 
gained in Parana by Gen. Hippolyto, who defeated a force of 500 rebels 
commanded by Gen. David, the latter losing 60 men killed and a large 
quantity of arms and ammunition. He announces the election, by a large 
majority, of Drs. Prudente de Moraes and Manoel Victorina Pariera as 
President and vice-president, respectively. The vote was small and 
the elections quiet • 

.JJ[r. Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

No. 190.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, March 6, 1894. (Received March 31.) 

SIR: I transmit copy and translation of decree No. 1683, Brazilian 
Government, dated March 2,1894, continuing the state of siege in vari­
ous localities of the country until the 20th of April next. 

I have, etc., 
THOS. L. THOMPSON. 

[Inclosure in No. 190.-Translation.] 

Decree No. 1689, March 2, 1894, declaring anew the state of siege, with the suspension of 
the guarantees of the constitu,tion at vaTious points of the national te1Titory. 

THE VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE UNITED STATES OF BRAZIL: 

Whereas the grave internal disturbances which have caused the suspension of the 
guarantees of the constitution at various points in the national territory have not yet 
ceased and to which the decree No. 1679, February 25last, and others before referred, 

Resolves by the terms of article 80 of the constitution to declare anew m-artial law 
with the suspension of the guarantees of the constitution for the federal district, the 
capitalsofthe States ofParahiba, Pernambuco, ofthe States of Rio de Janeiro, Sao 
Paulo, Parana, Santa Catharina, and Rio Grande do Sul until the 30th of April of 
the current year. 

Federal capital, March 2, 18941 year sixth of the Republic. 
FLORIANO PEIXOTO, 
CASSIANO DO NASCIMENTO. 
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No. 193.] 

FOREIGN RELATIONS. 

Mr. Thom1Json to JJ[r. Gresham. 

LEGA1'ION OF THE UNI1'ED STATES, 
Petropolis, March 6, 1894. (Recieved March 31.) 

SIR: The elections held on the 1st of March, I am glad to report, 
passed oft' quietly throughout the country, as far as heard from, result­
ing in the overwhelming election of Dr. Prudente de Moraes (a civilian), 
President of the Republic, and Dr. Manoel Victorina Periera (a civilian), 
Vice-President of the Republic. The newly elected President is now 
the presiding officer of the National Senate and a resident of the State 
of Sao Paulo. The newly elected Vice-President is a member of the 
National Congress and a resident of the State of Bahia. 

The vote reported so far is about 100,000 for Dr. Prudente de Moraes 
(President) and 75,000 for Dr. Manoel Victorina Periera (Vice-President) 
and appears to be practically unanimous. The result can not be offi­
cially proclaimed until the meeting of Congress in May. This being 
the :first popular vote for President there are no returns upon which to 
base a comparative estimate. The vote appears small but I understand 
by comparison it approximates closely to that of preceding congres­
sional elections. The result is satisfactory to all supporters of the Gov­
ernment and seems to be gener3lly acquiesced in by its opponents 
except those actually engaged in rebellion. It is believed this popular 
expression, through which civilians are placed at the head of the Gov­
ernment, will be potent in breaking the power of the revolutionists and 
that under the moral effect of its influence peace will soon be restored. 

I have, etc., 
THOS. L. THOMPSON. 

Mr. Thompson to JJfr. Gresham. 

[Telegmm.) 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Rio de Janeiro, March 10,1894. (Received March 10.) 

Mr. Thompson communicates a report that 800 men with their general 
Salquado have deserted in Parana from the rebel army, and that insur­
gents are landing at Abatuba. He reports that the fleet of the Govern­
ment, which has arrived very near the bay, may be expected to enter at 
any moment. He believes that there is no doubt that the leaders of the 
revolution in the south are not in accord with Da Gama. 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
PetropoUs, March 11, 1894. (Received March 12.) 

Mr. Thompson reports that he has communicated to the American 
residents a notice sent to the diplomatic representatives by the Federal 
Government declaring their intention to :fire upon the insurgents after 
forty-eight hours counted from noon of that day, from the batteries in 
the city. 
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Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gretiham. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Rio de Janeiro, March 12, 1894. (Received March 12.) 

Mr. Thompson reports that Saldanha da Gama has asked for amnesty 
for his supporters and himself, and that the Portuguese commanding 
officer submitted to the President in his behalf at 10 o'clock last night 
the terms under. which he offers to capitulate, and that the reply is 
expected to be returned on this day. 

Mr • . Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Rio de Janeiro, March 1.2, 1894. (Received March 12.) 

Mr. Thompson telegraphs that the terms proposed by DaGama are 
as follows: Actuated by a desire to terminate the bloodshed that bas 
afflicted the country for six months and more in consequence of the 
war, the officers of such insurgent vessels as are now in port will lay 
down their arms and, under the guaranty of the Portuguese nation, 
will leave the country, together with the adherents of their cause, the 
prisoners will be retwned, except those who may be desirous of shar­
ing the fate of the insurgent officers, and the inferiors, whether enlisted 
or volunteers, will be guarantied their lives. 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Greshctm. 

[Telegram.) 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Rio de Janeiro, March 1.2, 1894. (Received March 12.) 

Mr. Thompson transmits the information given him by the charge 
d'affaires of Portugal, that asylum was asked by and granted to Da 
Gama on the preceding day, on board the Mindello, a Portuguese war 
vessel. 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

(Telegram.] 

LEGA'l'ION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Rio de Janeiro, (Received) March 13, 1894. 

Mr. Thompson reports that the terms proposed by DaGama have 
been declined by the Government, and that the city is practically 
deserted. The insurgents have not returned the fire of the loyal forts 
which commenced at noon. The firing from the batteries in the city 
will begin at 3. 
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Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gr~sham. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF THE lJNITED STATES, 
Rio de Janeiro, March 13, 1894. (Received March 13.) 

. Mr. Thompson reports the unconditional surrender of the insurgents 
which took place thirty minutes after the city batteries opened fire 
and without a shot being fired from their side. It is believed- that 
DaGama bas taken refuge on a Portuguese war vessel. 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Rio de Janeiro, (Received) Ma1·ch 14, 1894. 

Mr. Thompson reports that business was resumed in the morning, 
the chamber of commerce showing no sign of unrest. The military 
operations were conducted by the President from the marine arsenal 
on the water front. White flags were displayed on Enxadas Island 
at about half past 3 on the preceding day. A launch sent by the 
President to the island found that all the insurgent forces were there 
except the officers, only one of whom, a surgeon, had remained with the 
men; all the others had sought asylum on board war vessels of Great 
Britain, France, and Portugal. The rebel war vessels and the islands 
of Villegaignon, Cobras, had been abandoned. He reports that the 
l1'rench cruiser Magon went out of the bay at 4 with DaGama on board, 
and that at about 6 the Government squadron, with the Nictheroy in 
the lead came into the harbor and anchored in front of the city. 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, March 16, 1894. (Received March 17.) 

Mr. Thompson announces that the forts and ships formerly held by 
the insurgents have been occupied by the Government, by which the 
revolt in the port of Rio de Janeiro is declared to be terminated. 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, (Received) March 17, 1894. 

Mr. Thompson reports that a Portuguese merchant vessel which was 
sailing out of the harbor on the previous day with 91 rebels on board 
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was twice fired upon by the Government and stopped, the refugees being 
captured. The surrender of those on board the Portuguese war vessels 
has been demanded and refused, and the charge d'affaires at Portugal 
is awaiting definite instructions. According to the general belief Da 
Gam a was still on board the Mindello in the bay of Rio de Janeiro. 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

No. 204.) LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Petropolis, March 19, 1894. (Received Apri1·16.) 

SIR: The surrender of Saldanha da Gam a on the 13th instant, with all 
ships and munitions of war in his possession, will remove the revolution 
from the port of Rio de Janeiro, if, indeed, it does not bring it to a close. 
The insurgents, however, still maintain their army in the south and 
have possession of some territory. The main points of interest with 
regard to the surrender were cabled you at the time and I will here 
only narrate in brief the circumstances. 

On Friday the 9th instant flags were displayed over the hill batteries 
in the city. This indicated aggressive action on the part of the Gov­
ernment, and on Saturday a rumor was current that a general engage­
ment would be inaugurated the next day. Upon inquiry at the foreign 
office I found there was no truth in these reports and was assured that 
the Government would adhere to its engagement to give forty-eight 
hoursJ notice before using the batteries in the city. 

Sunday at 2 p. m. a secretary from the English legation called to 
show me a telegram which had just been received by Mr. Wyndham, 
dean of the diplomatic corps, from the minister for foreign affairs. The 
telegram stated that at the expiration of forty-eight hours from 12m. 
of that day, the 11th instant, the Government would use the hill bat­
teries in the cit.y against the insurgents. I immediately communicated 
to you this intelligence, wired our vice-consul in Rio a notice (Inclosure 
No.1 herewith) of warning to be posted at the consulate and otherwise 
communicated to American citizens, and requesting him to send a copy 
to Admiral Benham. I then conferred with other diplomatic repre­
sentatives, the clean of the corps, Mr. Wyndham, the Italian minister, 
French charge d'affaires, and the Portuguese charge d'affaires. Much 
difficulty was experienced in communicating with the consulates on 
Sunday, and as the notice did not reach the diplomatic corps until sev­
eral hours after 12 o'clock, the beginning of the forty-eight hour term, 
it was agreed that Mr. Wyndham should communicate these facts to 
the Government and suggest the ad visibility of an extension, to enable 
timely notice to be given to the public. Accordingly a telegram was 
sent (Inclosure No.2) and answer received (Inclosure No. 3), which 
extended the notice three hours. I, however, did not think any exten­
sion would be given and proceeded accordingly. When I reached the 
consulate, early Monday, my telegram of Sunday afternoon had just 
been received by the vice-consul, who had not been able to send· not.ice 
to the admiral. Having no direct communication with the squadrmr, 
at my request Vice-Consul Lewis went on a special mission conveying 
a letter from me to Admiral Benham, which advised him of the situa­
tion. 

Early in the morning I met the Portuguese charg·e d'affaires, who 
informed me that he had received at 11 o'clock Sunday night a tele­
gram from the senior commander of the Portuguese naval forces 
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advising him of the request of Saldanha da Gama for an asylum on his 
ships, which had been granted. At 10 :30 o'clock I met the Portuguese 
charge d'affaires again, and learned from him that da Gama had not 
gone on board the Mindello, but had submitted, through the Portu­
guese commander, terms of capitulation (wired you same day), to 
which he expected a response before availing himself of the asylum. 
The charge d'affaires asked if I would concert with other diplomats 
in recommending the Government to accept the proposed term::; of 
capitulation and I declined to do so. In response to an inquiry if 
Admiral Benham had been consulted about the matter I was informed 
that he had not, for the reason that there was not time. Subsequently 
I learned that the Government had rejected the proposition and 
advised you by wire of the same. 

Tuesday the 13th all communication with the water front and principal 
business stre~ts was stopped at 11 o'clock, and at 12m., Fort Santa Cruz, 
Large, San J oao, and the batteries at Nictheroy opened on Cobras, Vil­
legaignon, and the rebel ships. No response was made by the insur­
gents, and at 3 p.m., precisely, the hill batteries in the city joined in the 
action. The fire was incessant for twenty minutes from all the Gov­
ernment's fortified points and at 3:35 it ceased altogether. Having a 
good view of the bay, I observed at this time the French cruiser Magon 
paRsing the anchorage of our fleet in the direction of the outlet of the 
bay, and the Government fle~t, which bad remained outside, coming 
in. Soon after this the unconditional surrender of those who had 
remained on Enxadas I8land, where all the insurgent forces bad con­
gregated when they left Cobras, Villegaignon, and their ships, was 
announced. The Government forces proceeded at once to occupy the 
practically abandoned forts and ships, meeting-with slight resistance 
only from a few courageous spirits who remained at one or two points 
to the last. While the firing was going on, Saldanha da Gama, with 
about 480 of his officers and men, left Enxadas Island and went on board 
the Portuguese war vessels. I am informed by Admiral Benham that 
during the transfer da Gam a was again wounded i11- the arm by a piece of 
shell. There seems to be no doubt that the refugees went on board the 
Portuguese ships under fire. The next day a Portuguese ,merchant 
steamer attell)pted to leave the harbor with some of the insurgents on 
board and was stopped by the Government, and the refugees, number­
ing about 90, were taken off. 

The Government has demanded from Portugal the surrender of the 
refugees on board the ships of war, and the matter has become a very 
interesting case of asylum, which will be reported later. By consent 
of the Government, with the assurance of the Portuguese commander 
that the refugees would be held pending the settlement of the diplo­
matic question, on account of the yellow fever prevailing on the bay, 
the ships have been allowed to go temporarily beyond the barra. 

I have, etc., 
THOS. L. THOMPSON. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 204.] 

Notice to American ResidentB. 

The diplomatic representatives having been advised of the intention of the Gov. 
ernment to nse the batteries erected in the city of Rio de Janeiro against the insur­
gent forces at the expiration of forty-eight hours from 12m. to-day, Sunday, March 
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11, American citizens are therefore warned to seek places of safety and take such pre­
cautiona.ry steps, without interference whatever with the arrangements of the legally 
constituted authorities, as may seem best for the protection of life from the danger 
which would result from a general engagement; and I advise a strict observance of 
order and propriety on the part of all Americans. 

THOS. L. THOMPSON. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 204.-Translation.] 

Diplomatic Corps to the Minister jo1· Fm·eign Affairs. 

PETROPOLIS, Mm·ck 111 1894. 
The representatives of England, Italy, United States of America, Portugal, and 

France, referring to the note of January 5, 1894, which in case of danger of bombard­
ment names an interval of forty-eight hours as an indispensable delay to allow of 
their respective colonies taking the necessary precautions, deem that the telegraphic 
notice of Sunday, the 11th of this month, which reached its dest.ination at 2 o'clock 
in the afternoon, does not give them the expected delay in order to warn their coun­
trymen to any effect, particularly in view of the difficulties of every kind which are 
put in the way, through the day being Sunday, to the spreading of this notice. Con­
sequently they have the honor to ask the minister of foreign relations to kindly make 
effective the delay of forty-eight hours mentione1l in the said telegram of tha.t day, 
by lengthening it by twenty-four hours, that is to say, by prolonging it to midnight 
on Wednesday. The representatives aforementioned will have the honor of appear­
ing to-morrow at midday at the department of foreign affairs. 

[Inclosure 3 in No. 204.-Translation.] 

Telegram front Senho1· do lvasciTnento, Rio, 12th Ma1·ch, 1894, 1·eceived at the English 
legation at 7 o'clock ·night, Ma1·ch 13, 1894. 

In answer to the telegram that your excellency has addressed me in your name and 
that of the representatives of Italy, United States of America, France, and Portugal, 
i hasten to communicate to you that the Vice-President grants an increase of three 
hours in the delay. As to the considerations made as regards the delay mentioned 
in the note of January 5, last, I will attend to that in due course. 

CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE BRAZILIAN LEGATION AT 
WASHINGTON. 

Senhor Mendon9a to JJ1r. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF ~'HE UNI1'ED STATES OF BRAZIL, 
Washington, Jl1arch 25, 1893. (Received March 27.) 

SIR: It is my painful duty to make known to your excellency the 
sudden and unexpected death, at 9:15 o'clock p. m. to-day, of Baron de 
Aguiar de Andrada, chief of the Brazilian special mission in Wash­
ington . 

.Accept, etc., 
SALVADOR MENDONgA. 

Mr. Gresham to Senhor Mendon<;a. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, Jl.farch 28, 1893. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 
25th instant announcing the death in this city on that date of Baron 
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de Aguiar de Andrada, chief of the Brazilian special mission to the 
United States. 

It is with deep regret that I receive this information, and I beg to 
express the sincere sympathy felt by the President in the death of this 
distinguished citizen of Brazil. 

Accept, etc., 
W. _Q. GnEsHAM. 

Senhor de Castro Oerqueira to Mr. Gresham. 

SPECIAL MISSION OF BRAZIL IN THE UNITED STATES. 
Washington, March 29, 1893. (Received_ March 30.) 

SrR: Fulfilling a very painful duty, I inform your excellency that 
my colleague, the Baron de Aguiar de Andrada, envoy extraordinary 
and minister plenipotentiary of the United States of Brazil on a special 
mission, died on the 25th instant, and that his burial took place yes­
terday. 

I return my sincere thanks to the American Government and to your 
excellency on account of the funeral honors b~stowed upon him. 

I avail, etc., 
DIONISIO E. DE CASTRO 0ERQUEIRA. 

Senhor Mendon9a to Mr. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF BRAZIL, 
Washington, JJfarch 29, 1893. (Received March 29.) 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 
28th instant, conveying the sincere sympathy felt by the President, and 
the deep regret of your excellency for the demise of Baron de Aguiar 
de Andrada, late chief of the special mission of Brazil at Washington. 

I beg to present to the President and your excellency the heartfelt 
thanks of the Government of the United States of Brazil for the expres­
sions of condolence and for the civil and military honors extended to 
the distinguished citizen, my honored colleague, at the close of a diplo­
matic career commenced in Washington more than forty years ago . 

.A.ccep t, etc., 
SALVADOR MENDONgA. , 

Mr. Gresham to Senhor OerqU'iera. 

DEP ART~'lENT OF STATE, 
Washington, April1, 1893. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 
29th ultimo, announcing the death of your colleague, Baron de Aguiar 
de Andrada, envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of Brazil 
on a special mission to the United States, and expressing your sincere 
thanks for the funeral honors paid by this Government to his memory. 

I beg to assure you of the regre.t felt by this Government at the death 
of this eminent diplomatist, and of my personal sympathy with you in 
the loss you have sustained • 

.Accept, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 
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Senhor de Mendon9a to llir. Gresham. 

BRAZILIAN LEGATION, 
Keene Valley, N. Y., September 9, 1893. (Received September 11.) 

My DEAR Mr. GRESHAM: I have read in the New York Herald ot 
yesterday your note addressed to the secretary of the New York Coffee 
Exchange, in relation to the closing of telegraphic communication 
between the ports of Brazil and European and American ports. 

In this connection I take the liberty of calling your attention to cer­
tain facts which may never have been brought to your notice. 

By conventions entered into by Brazil in two conferences held by 
countries whose postal systems are connected with their telegraph 
lines, the right was secured to each nation forming a part of said con­
ferences, to prohibit the sending of messages either by code signs or in 
ordinary commercial language, as by previous arrangement such lan­
guage might easily become a code to cover seditious designs. Such 
right was to be exercised whenever any of the parties to the conventionR 
considered such a step necessary for the maintenance of the public 
order. 

I would also call your attention tothefactthat the cable company, whose 
president is Mr. James A. Scrymser, can have suffered no injury to its 
property in Brazil, because it has none there. His line has its South 
American terminus in Buenos Ayres whence messages sent through its 
wires must reach points in Brazil through the Brazilian land lines, or 
the English cables, along the Brazilian coast. 

You will allow me to remark that in the present instance, as at the 
time when ex-Admiral Wanclenkolk was making an attempt to capture 
certain places in the south of the Republic, notice was given at once to 
the governments of the countries that were parties to the conventions 
above alluded to, and that if similar notice was not given to the Gov­
ernment of the United States, it was, in all probability, because this 
country was not a party to the same. . 

It may be that it was unnecessary to call your attention to the points 
above set forth, but I trust that in any case you will see in. this com­
munication a desire on my part to clear away any difficulties you might 
find in treating of this question in your capacity as Secretary of State. 

But for the fact that the severe illness of one of my daughters detains 
me here, I should have proceeded at once to Washington to confer with 
you personally on this matter. I can assure you the interruption in 
telegraphic communication will continue not one moment longer than 
the time judged necessary by my Government for the reestablishment 
of the public order. 

I remain, etc., 
S.AL V.ADOR DE MENDONgA. 

Mr. Gresharn to Senhor Me,ndon9a. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, Septernber 15, 1893. 

MY DEAR MR. MENDON<)A: I duly received your personal letter of 
the 9th instant in relation to the motives which have led your Govern­
ment to interdict all telegraphic correspondence between your country 
and foreign parts, whether in cipher code or in ordinary commercial 
language. 

F R--10 
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My response to the New York merchants who addressed me on the 
subject had reference to the announcement that all such communica­
tions were prohibited without regard to the channel of transmission; 
and Mr. Thompson was directed to represent the serious impediment 
thus set in the way of legitimate trade at a season when arrangements 
are on foot at the commercial centers for purchasing and transporting 
the great staple productions of Brazil, of which, as you are aware, the 
importers of this country take a notable share. 

It has not been represented that the prohibition in question lies only 
against messages transmitted by the American-owned cables to the 
countries adjoining Brazil and to be forwarded thence by the Brazilian 
land lines. I have understood that the European channel was also 
barred to our merchants equally with the merchants of Europe. If I 
am in error in this, and it should prove that a discrimination has been 
made against American interests, that will be a matter for independent 
consideration. At present I am glad to believe that no such differen­
tial treatment exists or is to be apprehended. At the same time I 
should observe that, being unable to effect telegraphic communication 
with the American Minister at Rio by the Buenos Ayres route, my 
instruction was transmitted by the European cables, and, as I have 
since learned, was delivered to Mr. Thompson without delay. I am as 
yet uninformed why the American channel should have been closed to 
official intercourse with our diplomatic agent in Rio. 

Trusting that all these points may be satisfactorily explained, and 
that this abrupt and injurious interference with an important trade, in 
which Brazilian interests can hardly be less concerned than those of 
this country, may speedily terminate with the disappearance of the 
occasion therefor, 

I am, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 

Senhor de Mendon9a to ll{'i'. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF BRAZIL, 
lVashington, October 14, 1893. (Received October 16.) 

SIR: I have the honor to communicate to your excellency that I have 
just received a cablegram from my Government, the contents of which 
I herewith transmit to your excellency. 

Accept, etc., 
SALVADOR DE MENDONQ.A.. 

[Inclosure.-Telegram.-Translation.] 

Minister of Foreign AjJai1·s to Senho1· Mendonya. 

To the BRAZILIAN M:INISTRR, 
Washington: 

The Government has issued the following decree: 
· The Vice-President of the United States of Brazil, considering that the National 
flag 1~ the symbol and expression of the lawful personality of the union, of the 
perpetuity and integrity ~f the country and its national sovereignty, and that only 
under llliwful and legitimate conditions is it permitted to vessels to carry that flag, 
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which is a manifestation of the natural and patriotic bond that binds them to the 
territory of the Republic and to constitutional organs of its sovereignity; that to 
the right to use the national flag is associated that of lawful protection, and as 
regards vessels of war, they are representatives of the armed force oj the nation; 
that the naval and l:tnd forces, being national and permanent institutions intended 
for the defense of the nation without and maintenance of its laws within, are 
bouncl to support its constitutional institutions; that forgetful of their consti­
tutional obligations, a part of the vessels of the national navy have captured 
others engaged in commerce, have armed them as vessels of war, and have, since 
the 6th day of September last, committed every kind of acts of hostility against the 
constitutional government, the inoffensive populace, and public and private prop­
erty; that by so doing they have betrayed the institutions created by the constitu­
tion, still continuing the use of the national flag, a symbol and enblem to which they 
have no right, and under it have committed criminal acts; that to the executive 
power, in virtue of the functions with which it has been invested by the will of 
the nation expressed in the manner directed by the constitution, it belongs to main­
tained unharmed the personality of the Republic before the law of nations and 
guard the honor of the national flag, decrees: 

ARTICLE 1. For any and a.ll the ends of public law, both private and international, 
the following are declared to be deprived of their privileges and of the protection of 
the national flag: (1) Those vesRe]s of war which, since the 6th of September last, 
under the orders of Rear-Admiral Custodio Jose de Mello, have continued in a state 
of revolt, in the Bay of Rio de Janeiro, against the constitution of the Republic and 
the lawful authority. (2) The merchant vessfl]s which have been and are now 
armed as vessels of war by the rebels, and all other vessels of whatever description 
in their service. (3) The fortifications which are taking part in the revolt. 

ART. 2. Under the same terms are from this moment included, without fnrther need 
of declaration by the Government, such vessels and such fortifications, whether per­
manent or temporary, as may join the rebels. 

ART. 3. All acts and dispositions to the contrary are hereby revoked. 
Federal Capital, October 101 1893, and the :fifth year of Republic. 

FLORIANA PEIXoTO. 
FIRMINO CHA YES, 

Minister of Marine. 
:FERNANDO LOBO, 

Minister of Ju,stice and Interior. 
CARLOS AUGUSTO DE CARVALHO, 

Minister of Foreign Ajfai1·s, 
J OAO FELIPPE PEREIRA, 

Minister of Indusky, Transpo'rtation, and Public Wm·ks. 
FELISB ELLO FREIRE, 

Minister of Finance. 
Minister of Fm·eign Affaira. 

Mr. Gresha1n to Senhor Menclonf)a. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, October 16, 1893. 

SrR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, on the afternoon 
of tbe 14th instant, of your note of that date, inclosmg a copy of a 
telegram received from your Government, reciting the decree issued 

)Jy it depriving the revolutionary squadron and the forts now held by 
the revolutionary party of the privileges and protection of the national 
flag. 

Accept, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 
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Senhor Mendon9a to JJir. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF BRAZIL, 
Washington, Apr·il19, 1894. (Received April 19.) 

SIR: I have the honor to communicate to your excellency the folJow­
ing cablegram just received from my Government: 

Aquidaban was sunk in the port of Santa Catharina by torpedo boat of the fleet of 
the Brazilian Government. Mello went to Buenos Ayres with the cruiser Republica 
and four other vessels, asked for and o 1Jtained asylum, declaring to abandon the con­
tention for lack of resources. Delivered vessels to Argentine Government. Rebel­
lion endeJ. 

Accept, etc., 
SALVADOR MENDONQA. 



No. 181.] 

CENTRAL AMERICA. 

GUA'l'EMALA. AND HONDURAS. 

Mr. Pacheco to Mr. Foster. 

LEGATION OF THE UNI'l'ED S'l'ATES, 
GUA'l'E~IALA AND HONDURAS, 

Gttcatenwla,, August 25, 1892. (Received September 16.) 
SIR: I have the honor to inform you that I am in recei.pt of a tele­

gram from the President of Honduras, Gen. Ponciano Leiva, of which 
the following is a translation: 

Hon. Mr. Minister PACHECO: 
COMAYAGUA, August 23, 1892. 

In order to circumvent the rebels who had taken possession of the harbors of La 
Ceiba and Trujillo I was compelled to charter the American steamerS. Pizzati, her cap­
tain, Enrique Pizzati, being a colonel in the Honduranean army, and put aboard of 
her armed troops of infa-ntry and artillery. 

In making use of said steamer I granted her, for the time being, permission to fly 
the Honduranean flag, and she was compelled to leave Pnerto Cortez, in combina­
tion with the land forces, prior to the arrival of the official commission or permit 
from the Honduras Government. 

Now Capt. Pizzati fears that the Government of the United States may order the 
confiscation of his steamer or subject him to a fine of some kind. 

'fhe faction of the rebel colonel, Nuila, not l1aving any definite object except per­
sonal revenge, or any organized force, is not entitled to the rights of a belligerent, 
and his action can only be considered as that of an outlaw, prejudicial to national 
interests and the interests of Americans residing in this country. 

The services of Capt. Pizzati in this case should be considered as rendered in the 
interests of humanity and good government, and in protection of the commerce of 
both countries without any intention- to violate the laws of neutrality, which I 
believe he has not done. 

I desire, Mr. Minister, to have your opinion in this particular, and I beg of yon to 
be kind enough to interpose your kind offices with your Government with the view 
of exonerating said captain from any blame in the matter. 

P. LEIVA. 

I have, etc., 
R. p A.CHECO. 

Mr. Foster to Mr. Pacheco. 

No. 115.) DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, September 27, 1892. 

Sir: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch No. 181, of 
the 25th ultimo, in reJation to the revolution in Honduras, and to the 
action of the President of that Republic, Gen. Ponciano Leiva, in 
chartering the American steamer S. Pizzati, her captain, Enrique 
Pizzati, being a colonel in the Honduranean army, and putting aboard 
of her armed troops of artillery and infantry, in order to circumvent 
the rebels who had taken possession of the harb.ors of La Ceiba and 
Trujillo. 

149 
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I inclose for your information a copy of my letter to the Secretary 
of the Treasury presenting the matter for his consideration and 
inquiring whether the action of Capt. Pizzati, which was in behalf of 
the titular authorities of Honduras, with whom the United States 
maintains diplomatic relations, would affect the registry of Capt. 
Pizzati's vessel, or subject it or himself to any penalty under our laws~ 

It affords me pleasure to also inclose a copy of the reply of the Sec­
retary of the Treasury, from which it appears that the circumstances 
stated by the President of Honduras not being covered by section 4135, 
Revised Statutes of the United States, relating to vessels "authorized 
to sail under a foreign fl~~·, and to have the protP-ction of a foreign 
government during the existence of the rebellion," do not cause any 
disability to be incurred by the vessel, her owners or master, under the 
laws of the United States, and that she can continue to enjoy the use 
of her documents granted by the United States, notwithstanding the 
transactions herein referred to. · 

You may make suitable notification of this to the Government of 
Honduras. 

I am, etc., 
JOHN W. FOSTER. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 115.] 

Mr. John W. Fostl'r to Mr. Charles Foster. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, Washington, Septem'bm· 21, 1892. 
SIR: Our minister to Honduras has transmitted to this Department a telegram 

from Gen. Ponciana Leiva, President of Honduras, to a portion of which, as follows, 
I have the honor to invite your attention: 

"In order to circumvent the rebels who ba.d taken possession of the harbors of La 
Ceiba and Trujillo I was compelled to charter the American steamer, S. Pizzati, her 
captain, Enrique Pizatti, being a colonel in the Honduranean army, and put aboard 
of her armed troops of infantry and artillery. 

"In making use of said steamer I granted her, for the time being, permission to 
fly the Honduranean flag, and she was compelled to leave Puerto Cortez, in combi­
nation with the land forces, prior to the arrival of the officiale patente, or permit, 
from the Honduras Government. 

''Now Capt. Pizzati fears that the Government of the United States may order 
the confiscation of his steamer or subject him to a fine of some kind. 

"I desire, Mr. Minister, to have your opinion in this particular, and I beg of you 
to be kind enough to interpose your kind offices with your Government with the 
view of exonerating said captain from any blame in the matter." 

'The action of Capt. Pizzati was in behalf of the titular authorities of Honduras, 
with whom the United States maintain diplomatic relations. I have the honor to · 
request your opinion as to whether the action of Capt. Pizzati, as herein reported, 
would affect the registry of his vessel or subject it or himself to any penalty under 
our laws. 

I have, eto., 
JOliN W. FOSTER. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 115.) 

Mr. Charles Foster to Mr. John W. Foster. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, Washington, September 23, 1892. 
SIR: I have the honorto acknowledge the receipt of your letter, dated the 21 instant, 

inviting my attention to a telegram from Gen. Ponciana Leiva, President of Hon­
duras, a part of which is reproduced below for ready reference and as a matter of 
record, viz : 

• 
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"In order to circumvent the rebels who had taken possession of the harbors of 
:La Ceiba and Trujillo I was compelled to charter the America.n steamerS. PizzaU, 
her captain, Henrique Pizzati, being a colonel in the Honduranean army, and put 
aboard of her armed troops of infantry and artillery. 

"In making use of said steamer I granted her, for the time being, permission to fly 
the Honduranean flag, and she was compelled to leave Puerto Cortez, in combination 
with the land forces, prior to the arrival of the officiale patente, or permit, from the 
Honduras Government. 

"Now Capt. Pizzati fears that tbe Government of the United States may order 
the confiscation of his steamer or Rnbj ect him to a fine of some kind. 

* 
"I desire, Mr. Minister, to haYe your opinion in this particular, and I beg of you to 

be kind enough to interpose your kind offices with your Government with the view 
of exonerating said captain from any blame in the matter." 

In reply to your request for my opinion whether the action of Capt. Pizzati, as 
above reported, would afi'ect the registry of his vessel, or subject it or himself to 
any penalty, I have to state that the case not beiBg covered by~section 4135, Revised 
Statutes, relating to vessels "authorized to sail under a foreign flag, and to have 
the protection of a foreign government during the existence of the re hellion," I am 
advised that the circumstances stated by the President of Honduras do not cauRe 
any penalty or disability to be incurred by the vessel, her owners, or master under 
the laws of tbe United State~!, and that she can continue to enjoy the use of her docu­
ments granted by the United States, notwithstanding the transactions above men­
tioned. 

Respectfully, yours, 
CHARLES FOSTER. 

Mr. Gresham to llfr. Young. 

No. 2.1 DEPARTMENT OF ST.ATE, 
Washington, .1l!Iay 6, 1893. 

SIR: Referring to the Department's instruction No. 115, of Septem­
ber 27, 1892, couc('rning the action of the President of Honduras in 
chartering the American steamshipS. Pizatti with which instruction 
was transmitted a copy of the opinion of the Secretary of the Treasury 
to the effect that as the circumstances referred to were not covered by 
section 4135 of the Revised Statutes of the United States, no disability 
was incurred by the vessel, her owners, or master, under the laws of the 
United States, and that she could continue to enjoy the use of her 
documents granted by the United States, l\1r. Pacheco was directed to 
make suitable notification to the Government of Honduras to that effect. 

It now appears from depositions taken in a civil action for damages 
brought by the crew of the S. Pizatti, against the owners of the vessel in 
the U. S. courts inN ew Orleans, that the steamship, H. Pizatti, master, 
enrolled and shipped a crew at New Orleans, ostensibly to proceed to 
Livingston, Guatemala, to which point she cleared in ballast, to pro­
cure a cargo of fruit-a pnrely commercial voyage-when in fact she 
had received a cablegram from President Leiva to come to Spanish 
Honduras to enter the employ of that Government to engage in 
suppressing the revolution. 

Instead of going to the port for which she cleared or the ports to 
which she usually went for fruit, she proceeded to ports in control of 
the Government troops and immediately commenced taking part in the 
war by embarking soldiers, guns, and ammunition, removing the small 
signal gun and placing a Krupp cannon in its place, placing iron barri­
cades in front of the same, H. Pizatti being on deck in Hondurean 
uniform, sword in hand, directing the mov.emeuts of the ship and mak­
ing suggestions as to the firing of the cannon, etc., notwithstanding 
the crew protested, claiming that they had not been shipped or enlisted 
for purposes of war or to take part as belligerents. 
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The statement in the Department's instructions of September 27 last, 
authorizing Mr. Pacheco· to notify the Government of Honduras that 
there was no violation of the law, was made on t.he assumption that 
there had been no preparation in the United States for any participa­
tion by the Pizatti or any of her officers in the struggle, but that on the 
contrary the part taken by the steamer was entirely unpremeditated. 
The facts disclosed in the judicial proceedings above referred to indicate 
that there was a violation of the neutrality laws of the United States 
subjecting the vessel to lihel and her master to prosecution. In view 
thereof you are directed to inform the Government of Honduras that 
information has recently been brought to the attention of this Govern­
ment relative to the conduct of the S. P.izatti and her master before 
leaving the United States, which would very materially modify the 
statement which this Department made, through Mr. Pacheco, in Octo­
ber last. ' 

I am, etc., 

No. 25.1 

W. Q. GRESHAM.. 

Mr. Gresha,m to Mr. Young. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, August 4, 1893. 

SIR: In connection with the Department's instruction No. 2 of May 
6 last, concerning the .American steamer Pizatti, I have now to apprise 
you of the receipt of a letter from the .Acting .Attorney-General upon 
tl1e subject, of the 27th ultimo. 

It covers one from the U. S. district attorney at New Orleans, dated 
July 17, from which it appears that the steamship Pizatti was libeled 
on June 5, 1893, No. 13041, docket, U. S. district court eastern district 
of Louisiana, for violating the neutrality laws of the U. S. Revised 
Statutes, section 5283. The vessel was bonded in the sum of $20,000, 
but the cause will not be heard until the November term of the court, 
when it will be pushed to trial and judgment. 

I am, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 

JJir. Yottng to Mr. Gresham. 

No. 29.) LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
GUATEMALA AND HONDURAS, 

Guatemala, October 12, 1893. (Received October 27.) 
SIR: I have the honor to inform you that about · sixty days ago the 

President of Guatemala issued a proclamation to the effect that after 
the 1st of October there would be an increase of 10 per cent in gold 
placed upon all imports now taxed. The executive committee of Con­
gress, resident in Guatemala Uity, opposed this increased tax, denying 
the authority of the President to enforce this tax, and they, by author­
ity in them vested, issued a call for the meeting of Congress in extra 
session to take this matter into consideration. The Congress convened 
on yesterday, and, finding itself without a quorum, could not proceed. 

The President issued a proclamation dissolving Congress and assum­
ing the control of the Government and ordering a new election for dep-
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uties for November next. The members of Congress here are under 
arrest, Laving to report daily to the military commander of tllis city. 
The President is to-day dictator, and apparently with absolute power. 
The situation is grave. However, there is no fear of an outbreak at . 
an early day. I regret to inform you that Honduras is threatened with 
revolution, and that that Republic may be involved in war at any 
moment. 

I have, etc., 

No. 32.j 

P. 1\:I, B. YoUNG. 

JJlr. Young to Mr. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
GUA'I'EMALA AND HONDURAS. 

Guatemala, October 1.9, 18.93. (Receivtcl November 2.) 
SIR: Since my last, announcing the assumption by the President of 

the supreme control of the Government, no new developments have 
occurred. The President is inaugurating some very salutary measures. 
He has removed all duties from all live stock imported into the Repub­
lic, also all duties on salted meats, which will render that article much 
cheaper than it has been, and it will be of interest to meat-packers in 
the United States. The Government is working well, and the .Republic 
is enjoying a season of profound peace. It is feared that there is not 
perfect tranquility in Honduras. It i& very difficult to get reliable 
news from that Republic, the telegraph wires being down. I will be 
in condition to report more fully in my next. 

I am, etc., 

No. 43.] 

P. M. B. YOUNG. 

Mr. Gresham to llfr. Young. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, Nov. 2, 18.93. 

SIR: Your No. 29 of 12th ultimo, relative to the recent proclamation 
of a dictatorship by the President of Guatemala and to a threatened 
revolution in Honduras, has been received. 

Expressing the natural hope of this Government that prudent coun­
sels may prevail and that peace may continue, 

I am, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM • 

.Jfr. Yottng to lJtr. Greshmn. 

No. 33.) LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
GUATEMALA AND HONDURAS, 

Guatemala, Nov. 2, 1893. (Received Nov. 16.) 
SIR: I have the honor to inform you that reports coming from all 

sections of this Republic confirm me in the belief that the new order of 
things bas been accepted with satisfaction by all the people of the 
Republic. 
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The President haR inaug·urated many new and wholesome measures 
calculated to lighten the burdens of the people, and he is rapidly win­
ning their esteem and affection. 

I have, etc., 
P.M. B. YOUNG. 

JJfr. Gresham to Jlfr. Young. 

['J'clegmm.] 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, November 7, 1893. 

Minister Baker reports that American steamer Costa Rica, on which 
he was a passenger, was :fired upon at Amapala after clearance because 
the captain refused, on demand, to give up Bonilla, a Honduran, also 
a passenger. By direction of the President Mr. Young will protest 
against this wanton and illegal act. 

GRESHAM. 

Mr. Young to Mr. Gresham. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
GUATEMALA AND HONDURAS, 

La Libm·tad, November 9, 1893. (Received November 10.) 
Have demanded to be informed if Honduras Government authorized 

:firing on the Costa Rica. Am here on Alliance waiting reply. Had I 
autlwrity would make short work of this matter. I await your instruc­
tions. 

YOUNG. 

JJ[r. Gresham to Mr. Young. 

[Telegram.] 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, November 10, 1893. 

Telegram received. You will protest without delay, as instructed 
7th, and demand disavowal and apology, whether President authorized 
firing or not. 

GRESHAM. 

Mr. Yo~tng to Mr. Gresham. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF 1'HE UNITED STATES, 
• GUATEMALA AND HONDURAS, 

La Libertad, November 12, 1893. (Received November 12.) 
Sent the following Friday, at 2 o'clock: 

His Excellency ANTONIO LOPEZ, 
Minister of Foreign Relations: 

In the name of the United States~ I earnestly protest agah1st the insult to the 
American flag and the illegal act of:firing into tile American ship Costa Rica on the 
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6th instant, and I demand a disavowal of this act by your Government and an apol­
ogy for the same. Will your excellency give me an immediate answer to the above f 

I received last night the following in reply: 
I have received your dispatch of to-day in which you convey to me that in the name 

of the United States, and in the most formal manner, you protest against the insult 
to the American flag and the illegal act of firing on the steamer Costa Rica on the 6th 
instant, and demand disavowal of the act by this Government and satisfaction. In 
answer, and by direction of the President, I inform you that this Government has 
already disavowed and does so now the acts referred to, not having can sed them nor 
ever having had the least intention of causing any offense to the Government of the 
United States, with which the President always wishes to preserve the best rela­
tions. This Government became aware with great pain of such an unfortunate inci­
dent, whose details I hastened to transmit by telegraph to you on the 6th instant. 
As regards the satisfaction, it would be desirable before offering it to know the 
terms in which you ask it. 

The last sentence in original as follows: 
En cuanto a la satisfaccion seria conveniente antes de ofrecerla con­

ocer los terminos en que V. E. la pide. 
This seems to answer demands so far. Shall I remain. here longer! 

Answer. 
YOUNG. 

Mr. Gresham to J'lr. Young. 

[Telegram.] 

DEPARTWENT OF STATE, 
Washington, November 12, 1893. 

You may answer Honduras minister that, having reported his reply, 
you are instructed to say that the President accepts these frank expres­
sions of disavowal and regret as sufficient and will waive further for­
mal apology in the interest of friendly feeling. 

No. 35.] 

GRESHAM. 

Mr. Young to llfr. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
GUATEMALA AND HONDURAS, 

Guatemala, ".:November 22, 1893. (Received December 7.) 
SIR: I have the honor to inform you that on the morning of the 7th 

of November, 1893, I received the following dispatch from Minister 
Baker: 

LA LIBERTAD, November 6, 1893-4 p. m. 
YOUNG, American Minister, Guatemala: 

Have sent folowing cablegram to Washington: 
"Left Corinto on steamship Costa Rica on the 4th for Salvador. Bonilla, Hon­

duras man, was passenger for Guatemala. His rlelivery was demanded at Amapala; 
refused by ship's captain; threats made on Presidenu's order to sink ~:;hip; seven shots 
fired after clearance papers received." 

Kindly meet me at Acajutla, Wednesday. .Alliance will bring you. Answer. 
BAKER. 

I immediately telegraphed Commander Lyons at San Jose asking him 
if he could take me to Acajutla, to which he replied that he could. I 
took the evening train at 3 p.m .• arriving at San Jose at8p. ID; Went 
immediately on board the Allictnce and sailed for Acajutla, arriving 
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there about 7 o'clock next morning (Wednesday, the 8th). The Costa. 
Rica came into port about 9 a.m. Minister Baker and Capt. Dow, of 
the Costa Rica., came on board the Alliance and made statements con· 
cerning the firing into the Costa Rica by the commandant at Amapala, 
Honduras, on tlle 6th instant. 

1-'he commander of the Alliance appointed a hoard of naval officers 
of the Alliance to investigate the Amapala affair. They went aboard 
of the Costa Ricrt, organized, and heard the statements of such persons 
as they invited before them, and made the investigation as thorough 
as it could be done under the circumstances. I herewith inclose a copy 
of the report of this board for the information of the Department of 
State. After a conversation with Minister Baker, I determined to 
move down to La Libertad, where I would have good cable advantages 
and be in direct communication with Washington as well as Honduras. 
Ou arriving at La Libertad next day, the 9th, at noon, I sent the fol­
lowing dispatch to the minister of foreign relations of Honduras: 

ON BOARD U. S. S. ALLIANCE, 
La Libertad, November 9, 1893. 

His Excellency ANTONIO LOPEZ, 
Minister of Foreign Relations, Tegucigalpa, Hondums: 

Will you inform me if the Government of Honduras authorized the firing into the 
American ship Costa Rica, at Ama.pala, on 6th instant. I awn.it your reply .• 

P. M. B. YOUNG, 
U. S. Minister. 

To which l received the following reply: 
P. M. B. YOUNG, 

U. S. Mi11ister, La Libm·tad: 
In answer to telegram of your excellency of yesterday, I reply tha.t this Government 

has not authorized anyone to fire on the American ship Co::;ta Rica, at Amapala, on 
the 6th instant. On that same day I had the honor of sending to Guatemala a tele­
graphic message of this same import. 

J. ANTONIO LOPEZ. 

At the same time I sent my telegram to you of the 9th and received 
your reply of the lOtlt. 

I then immediately sent the following: 

His Excellency ANTONIO LOPEZ, 

ON BOARD U. S. S. ALLIANCE, 
La Libertad, November 10, 1893. 

Minister Foreign Relations, Teg·ucigalpa: 
In the name of the United States, I earnestly protest against the insult to the 

American flag and the illegal act of firing into the American ship Costa Rica on the 
6th instant, and I demand a disavowal of this act by your Government and an apol­
ogy for the same. 

Will your excellency give me an immediate answer' 
P. M. B. YOUNG, 

U.S. Minister. 

After twenty-four hours bad elapsed and no reply, I again wired Mr. 
Lopez, as follows : 

ON BOARD U. S. S. ALLIANCE, 

His Excellency ANTONIO LOPEZ, 
La Lilm·tad, November 10, 1899. 

Minister of Fm·eign Relations, TegurJigalpa, Hondums: 
I must ask your excellency to give me an explicit and immediate reply to my dis-

patch to you of yesterday. , 
P.M. B. YOUNG, 

U. S. Minister. 
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And received this reply, which was repeated to Washington: 

TEGUCIGALI>A, HO:NDURAS. 
P. 1\I. B. YOUNG, 

U. S. Ministe1·, La Libertad: 
I have received your dispatch of to-day, in which you convey to me that, in the 

name of the Unitc1l States, and in the most formal manner, you protest against the 
insult to tbe American flag and the illegal act of firing on the steamer Costa Rica on 
the 6th instant) and demand disavowal of the act by this Government and satis­
faction. 

In answer and by direction of the President, I inform you that this Government 
bas already disavowed, and does so now, the acts referred to, not having caused. 
them, nor even having- had the least intention of causing any offense to the Govern­
ment of the United States, with which the President wishes always to preserve the 
best relations. This Government became aware, with great pain, of such an unfortu­
nate incident, whose details I hastened to transmit by telegraph to you on the 6th 
instant. 

As regards the satisfaction, it-would be desirable, before offering it, to know the 
terms in wllich you ask it. 

J. ANTONIO LOPEZ. 

Upon the receipt of your telegram of the 12th I telegraphed the min­
ster of Honduras in these words: 

ON SHIP ALLIANCE, 
La Libm·tad, November 12, 1893. 

His Excellency ANTONIO LOPEZ, 
Minister of Foreign Relations, Tegucigalpa, Hondu1·as: 

Having reportetl your excellency's reply to Washington, I am instructed to say 
that the President of the United States accepts the frank expressions of disavowal 
and regret of your Government as sufficient, ancl will waive further formal apology 
in the interest of friendly feeling. I am en route to Guatemala. 

P.M. B. YOUNG, 
U. S. Minister. 

To which was received in reply from the minister of Honduras this 
message: 

TEGUCIGALPA, Novembm•14, 1893. 
P.M. B. YOUNG, 

U. S. Ministm·, Guatemala: 
I have received your message dated yesterday, in which you say in obedience to 

instructions from the President of the United States, that in consequence of the 
frank expressions of disavowal and regret in relation to the incident of the Costa lUca 
and in the interest of the friendly sentiments of both countries, he refrains from 
demanding any further apology. This Govt>rnment has seen with pleasure that the 
Government at Washington has duly appreciated the frank manner with which it 
has proceeded in this matter. 

J. ANTONIO LOPEZ. 
Which is the practical ending of this correspondence, and all of which 

has been conducted by telegraph. I left Guatemala hurriedly on the 
night of the 7th November, expecting to return on the following night 
on the Costa Ricct, but which, owing to circumstances, I found impossi­
ble, and I did not return until the afternoon of N ovembfl,r the 14th. On 
my arrival I found your message of the 7th, which failed to reach me 
until my return. 

I can not close this dispatch without ca11ing your attention to the 
admirable conduct of Capt. J. M. Dow, commander of the Costa Rica, 
who, under the most trying circumstances, preserved the dignity of his 
command and the honor of his flag in preventing the violent seizure on 
his ship of a gentleman who had quietly entered the ship, paid his fare 
to a point on the voyage, and was entitled to a first class passage and 
a safe convoy to that point. 

I am indebted to CommandPr T. A. Lyons, of the U.S. S. Alliance, for 
important, prompt, and valuable assistance. 
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Throughout this correspondence I have endeavored to follow as closely 
as possible the instructions and -wishes of the Department of State. 

The instructions I am sure I have executed literally. The corre­
spondence, being solely ·by telegra11h, must of necessity be less satis­
factory and not so full or thorough as it would have been if it had been 
conducted in writiug. 

With the earnest hope that this episode may tend to strengthen the 
sentiments of amity between the United States and the Government of 
Honduras, 

I am, etc., 
P. M. B. YouNG. 

[Inclosure in No. 35.) 

U. S. S. ALLIANCE (THIRD RATE), 
At Sea, Lat. 13° 35' N., Long. 98°. 33' W., Nove?nber 9, 1893. 

Record of a board of investigation cpnvened on board the U. S. S. Alliance 
(third rate), by order of Commander T. A. Lyons, U. S. Navy, in accordance with 
article 1720 U. S. Navy Regulations, 1893. 

Approved: 

U. S. S. ALLIANCE, 

T. A. LYONS, 
Commander, U. S. Navy, Cornma;nding. 

La Libertad, Salrador, Novembe1· 12, 1893. 

U. S. S. ALLIANCE (THIRD RATE), 
At Sea, Lat.13° 35' N., Long. 89° 33' W., November 9, 1893. 

Commander T. A. LYONS, U.S. Navy, 
Commanding U. S. 8. Alliance: 

SIR: In obedience to your order dated at the Roadstead, Acajutla, November 8, 
1893, we have to report that we proceeded on boa1·d the Pacific mail steamer Costa 
Rica at Acajutla at 4 p. m. November 8, 1893, and investigated the circumstances 
connected with the firing by the Government authorities of Amapala, Honduras, 
upon the Pacific mail steamer Costa Rica. 

The following statements were declared by the witnesses examined: 
Capt. J. M. Dow, master steamship Costa Rica, made a statement, which was in 

substance as follows: 
"Dr. Policarpo Bonilla, a native of Honduras, came on board the Costa Rica at 

Corinto, Nicaragua, on the 4th instant, as a passenger, to take passage for San Jose, 
Guatemala. 

"I had no knowledge of him more than of any other passenger, until after arrival 
of ship at Amapala, Honduras. The Costa Rica arrived at Amapa.Ia at 6:30 a. m. 
November 5, 1893, and was immediately given permission for general delivery and 
receipt of cargo. 

"At 2:15 p. m. a written communication, signed by captain of port, was brought 
on board by an official in uniform [a copy, marked "A," of this communication, is 
appended to this record]. An answer, signed by me to this communication [a copy, 
marke(l "B," appended] was sent to the captain of the port. At 6:15 p. m. another 
communication, signed by the captain of the port and his secretary [a copy appended, 
marked "C"] was brought on board by the said secretary, J. Castelar. I replied, 
verbally, that I had sent my answer and had nothing further to say in the matter. 
At 6:45 Gen. Aguirre, accompanied by an official in uniform, brought back the com­
munication, mentioned last, stated that he had approved of my action, and requested 
my signature to the paper, saying that the captain of the port would give the ship 
the clearance papers if I would sign. Gen. Aguirre was not in uniform. I signed, 
acknowledging receipt of protest. The purser of the Costa Rica went on shore and 
returned with the clearance papers, whbh he reported correct. 

No communication was had with shore until3 a.m., 6th instant, when a boat came 
alongside with an official who delivered a communication from the captain of the 
port. [A copy appended, marked "D."] I sent a verbal message that I would 
answer in a half hour. I immediately gave orders to get under way. The ship was 
heading upstream, and twenty minutes were occupied in turning her. 
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".A.t 3:55 rang to go ahead fast, to make the final turn, to head out of the harbor. 
At the same moment a cannon shot was fired from the Amapala shore, the projectile 
passing about 100 feet astern of the Costa Rica, and between her and the City of Pan­
ama, anchored in the harbor. Other cannon shots were fired. but I was too busy to 
rount them, as I was getting the ship out of port. I slowed clown after I thought I 
had gotten out of range, to see if the City of Panama had been damaged by the fire." 

Mr. J. Mendez, purser of the Costa Rica, declared: 
"I received the ship's clearance papers from Mr. Villela, the captain of the port 

at Amapala, being informed that all difficulty was settled on receipt of the captain's 
signature to the protest. The clearance papers were of usua,l form-clearance and 
bill of health. The clearance was left at La Union, Salvador, the bill of health being 
at Aeajutla. 

"Mr. Bonilla came aboard at Corinto, Nicaragua,, having a ticket which he had 
purchased on shore, for passage from Corinto to Acajutla, Salvador. He paid the 
difference on board from Acajutla to San Jose de Guatemala." 

Samuel Redmond, chief engineer of the Costa Rica, declared: 
"Sometime after 3 a. m., on the 6th instant, the Captain ordered steam ready as 

soon as possible. The eugines were turned over in four minutes and the ship started 
ahead full speed at 3: 55. 

"I was st.:mding on the after deck when the first shot was fired. It passed over 
the after part of ship and sounded like a solid shot from a cannon. I have been 
under fire and know the sound of a cannon ball. 

"After the first shot I went below to see pumps ready, fearing injury to the ship 
below the water line from another shot. I counted eight shots; the last was a 
heavy shot. I did not see the flash, but heard the report. I do not know whether 
the first shot came from the fort or the Cum·tel, but I saw about five flashes coming 
from the fort." 

J. E. J ohnsou, second officer of the Costa Rica, declared: 
"At 3:55 a.m. I came on deck as relief of watch. Passed through pilot house to 

go on bridge, when a cannon shot was fired from shore. 
"At 4:03 a second cannon shot was fired. I heard the report and the whistling of 

the shot. I noted the times of the shots for the ship's log. At 4: 15, third shot; at 
4: 26, fourth shot; at 4: 35, fifth shot; (at 4: 45 the ship passed between the Islands 
Mangeura and Conchaguita); at 4:55, sixth shot, and at 5, seventh shot; at 5: 08, 
eighth shot. At 4:30 the ship's speed was reduced to 75 revolutions; at 4: 50 slowed 
still more. At 5:36 went ahead full speed." 

Archibald Stewart, second steward of the Costa Rica, declared: 
"I was asleep in a chair on the after deck and was awakened by the noise of the 

first shot. The second shot passed between the City of Panama and this ship; I saw 
the flash of tho third shot and heard the reports of other shots after the ship had 
gotten outside." 

George E. Terry, first officer of the Costa Rica, declared: 
"I saw flashes of eight shots; the second and third shots were, I knew, to be pro­

jectiles from the sound made. I heard no musketry firing, but there was shouting 
on shore when the ship's light was hauled down. The first shot appeared to come 
from the beach and the others-from the hill. The ship was making 12t knots, going 
out." (The first officer exhibited ship's chart to show position of ship and batteries.) 

J. F. Medina, of Managua, Nicaragua, passenger from Corinto, Nicaragua, to 
Acajutla, Salvador, declared: -

"I was awakened after 3 a.m. November 6, by Minister Baker telling me that a 
new communication had been received from shore, stating that the ship would be 
bombarded if Dr. Bonilla was not delivered up, and that Capt. Dow had determined 
to leave immediately. Shortly after ship was maneuvering the first shot was tired; 
saw the flash; 'heard the report, followed by several others. I counted seven. I 
heard shouting on shore and saw lights going up the hill. 

"Dr. Bonilla was head of an unsuccessful revolution in Honduras, and is now a 
member of the Congress at Managua, Nicaragua." 

Louis Chable, of New York, secretary to Minister Baker, passenger from Corinto, 
Nicaragua, to Acajutla, Salvador, declared: 

''I counted seven shots, all from the hill; fired from an 8 or 12 centimeter Krupp 
gun, as I have learned since from the captain of the port of Amapala. The guns 
are mounted on a parapet on a hill500 feet high, facing towards La Union, Salvador. 
The fort is of stone, with lookout towers at the corners. I heard shouting on shore, 
which I afterwards learned came from the boats being made ready to come off to 
the ship. I went to Amapala on the 7th instant to obtain information for Minister 
Baker, and made a written report." (Copy appended, marked" E.") 

Policarpo Bonilla, of Managua, Nicaragua, declared: 
"I was engaged in a revolution against the Honduras Government two years ago. 

The Congress of Honduras has since granted amnesty to the participants. 
"I am now a member of the Congress at ~anaguaJ Nicaragua.. I ha.d no knowl-
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edge that I was wanted in Honduras at this time, but the Government must have 
wanted me very badly to put the lives of 150 people in danger." 

J. Mendez, purser of the Costa Rica, further declared that there were on board the 
Costa Rica on the morning of November 6, atAmapala., Honduras, 58malepat~sengers 
(including Ron. Lewis Baker, U. S. Minister to Nicaragua), 16 ladies, including 2 
daughters of U. S. Minister Baker, 2 children, and 62 members of the ship's crew. 

We find that the origin of the trouble was the noncompliance of the captain of the 
Pacific mail steamer Costa Rica with the demand made by the authoritieR of Hondu­
ras at Amapala, on the 5th day of November, 1893, for the delivery of Dr. Poli­
carpo Bonilla, a passenger from Corinto, Nicaragua, to San Jose de Guatemala, 
probably a citizen of Honduras, a former revolutionist against the Government of 
Honduras, and at present a member of the constitutional Congress of Nicaragua. 

Dr. Policarpo Bonilla was evidently wanted by the Government of Honduras for 
political offenses. No statement was made by authorities of Honduras of the offense 
of which it was claimed he had been convicted. About 2:15p.m. November 5,1893, 
nearly eight hours after the arrival of the ship at Amapala and p-rior to the deli very 
of clearance papers, a demand was made by the captain of the port, under instruc­
tion from the Government of Honduras, for the delivery of Policarpo .Bonilla to the 
local authorities; and the information was sent that if this demand was not coni-
plied with the steamer would not be allowed to depart. · 

To this demand the captain of the Costa Rica sent a written reply, stating that 
after consultation with the minister of the United States, then on board, the demand 
could not be complied with. 

Another communication was received about 6 p.m. stating that the captain of the 
steamer having refused to comply with the demand of the authorities of Honduras 
for the delivery of Bonilla, the captain of the port of Amapala, in the name of the 
Government of Honduras, protested formally against the action of the captain of 
the steamer in case of nondelivery of Bonilla beforA 6:15 p. m., thus avoiding the 
consequences which might foUow. Capt. Dow's signature was requested to this, and 
refnsed. The request was again made by Gen. Aguirre, who came on board accom­
panied by a military official in uniform, and on their representation that clearance 
would be given in the event of Capt. Dow signing the protest, he, (Capt. Dow), 
acknowledged in writing the receipt of the protest. After this acknowledgment 
was made the clearance papers were delivered to the purser of the steamer and 
he was informed by the captain of the port that the matter was at an end as far as 
the ship was concerned. This was about eight hours before the firing took place. 

After the delivery of the clearance papers and about 3 a.m. on the 6th of Novem­
ber, 1893, a written communication was received on board the st,eamer from the 
captain of the port at Amapala, stating that he had received a new order to 
demand the delivery of Policarpo Bonilla, and that if this was refused, the ship would 
not be allowed to raise anchor; if done without the delivery of Bonilla, would 
subject the ship to a bombardment, for such the captain alone to be responsible on 
account of his refusal. 

The captain of the Costa Rica sent a reply to this communication, stating he would 
send an answer in a half hour. Instead of doing so he ordered the ship to get 
under way, and as rapidly as possible proceed to sea. 

The firing commenced soon after the ship was under way and while turning to 
head out of the harbor. 

Eight shots were fired from the forts at Amapala, Honduras, between the hours 
of 3:55 a. m. aml5: 08 a.m. November 6, 1893J with the intention of sinking the Costa 
Rica. The shots were fired from Krupp guns of 8 and 12 (probably centimeter) 
caliber. 

One of the shots passed over the after part of the Costa Rica and another passed 
between the steamer Costa Rica and the Pacific Mail steamer City of Panarna, also in 
port. The other shots were evidently directed towards the Costa Rica as she steamed 
out, and the firing continued until the ship was out of range. 

The authorities of Honduras were fully aware of the fact that the Ron. Lewis 
Baker, U. S. minister to Nicaragua, and daughters were passengers on board the 
Costa Rica at the time of the born bardment of that vessel. The captain of the 
steamer communicated this fact to the captain of the port of Amapala. 

No damage was done to vessel or to the people on board. The passengers were 
greatly alarmed and women and children were terror stricken. 

The Pacific Mail steamship, City of Panarna, in the port of Amapala at the time 
of the firing, suffered no damage. 

The order convening this board is appended. (Marked "F.") 
Respectfully submitted. 

T. PoRTER, Lientenant, U.S. Navy. 
JAMES H. BULL, Lientenant, U.S. Navy. 
C. MeR, W.rNSLOW, Li~ut{!nant1 U, S, Navy. 
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EXHIBIT A. 

Comnwndant Villela to Cctpt. Dow. 

[Translation.] 

COMMANDERY AND CAPTAINCY OF AMArALA. 
HEPUTILIC OF HONDURAS. 

(H,eceived 2:15p.m., November 5.) 
To the captain of the Steamship Costa Rica: 

I am instructed by my Government to notify you in accordance with the following 
literal directions: 

"Mr. COMMANDANT: You will demand of the captain of~he steamer Costa Rica the 
surrender of Dr. Dqn Policarpo Bonilla, who has been senlfenccd by the courts of tlle 
Republic. The Government directs that ;you demand his delivery to me with the 
assurance that his life will be guamnteed; on the other hand, mereha,nt vessels, 
according to the laws of the United States and of this Republic, do not enjoy the 
immunities which they claim in wa,ters of foreign countries, they being wholly sub­
ject to the laws of the country in whose waters they happen to be." 

I hope that you will make no difficulty in delivering the sa,icl gentlema,n, for by 
not doing so you will pbce me in the necessity of obeying instructions. 

NotifYing you that the stea,mer will not be permitted to weigh anchor without 
effecting the delivery, 

I am, etc., 
BELISARIO VILLELA. 

EXHIBIT B. 

sn~AMSHIP COSTA HICA, 
.Amapala, Not·embe1' 5, 1893. (Sent 2:30p.m.) 

SIR: Your communication of this date demandiug the delivery of Mr. Polica,rpo 
Bonilla, a passenger on board this steamer holding a through ticket to San Jose de 
Guatemala, has just been received. 

After consultation with the minister of the United States now on boardmy vessel, 
I beg to state that your demand can not be complied with. 

I am, etc., 

Exnmrr C. 

[Translation.] 

P1·otest. 

J. lVI. Dow, 
Commanclcr. 

Belisario Villela, general of division and principal commandant of the port of 
Amapala, in obedience to superior orders, has requested of the captain of t,he Amer­
ican merchant vessel Costa Bica the deli very of Licentiate Don Policarpo Bonilla, a 
criminal sentenced by the courts of the Republic, as appears from the note which 
I'eads as follows: 

[NOTE.-In line 6 (Exhibit A) instead of "merchant vessels" rea,d "delinquent 
criminals." Then follow as in exhibit A.l 

And as it appears from the appended note that the said captain has roundly declined 
the delivery, this principal commandery, in the name of its Government and of the 
laws of the country, formally protests against said. captain in the event of his not 
delivering the crimina,}, Policarpo Bonilla at 6:15p.m., cliscla.imiug all responsibil­
ities for whatever may occur in consequence of such refusal. Let this be notified. 

FR--11 

BELISARIO VILI,ELA, 
J. CASTELAR, 

Secretary. 
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EXHIBIT D. 

[Translation.] 

COMMANDERY AND CAPTAINCY OF AMAPALA1 

Am.apala, November 5, 1893. 
REPUBLIC OF HONDURAS, 

(Receivecl3 a.m., November 6.) 
To the caJJtain of the stearner Costa Rica, present: 

I am in receipt of a new order to demand of you tho delivery of Don Policarpo 
Bonilla, so I hope that you will execute it. If not, you will not be permitted to weigh 
anchor, and if you should do so without first delivering him, you will snifer the con­
sequences of a bombarument for which you alone will be responsible by reason of 
your refusal. 

I am, etc., 
B. VILLELA 

EXHIBIT E. 

Mr. Chable to M1·. Bake1·. 

STEAMSHIP COSTA RICA, 
En rOttte to Salvador, Novernber 8, 1893. 

DEAR SIR: In compliance with your instructions, I proceeded from La Union, Sal­
vador, to Amapala, Honduras, at 3 o'clock a.m. of the 7th instant, for the purpose 
of securing some information relating to the firing on the steamship Costa Rica in 
the latter port on the 6th instant. I reached my destination at 7 o'clock a.m.; called 
at once on U. S. Consular Agent Kohncke, and made inquiries as to whether the 
City of Panan~a had suffered during the shelling of the Costa Rica. I was informeLl 
that she had not been struck, but that a shell burst within 200 feet of her, and that 
her captain made a formal protest before the consular agent, a copy of which is 
appendecl hereto. 

Then, in company with Mr. Kohncke, I called on Commander Villela, who received 
me very pleasantly. I told him I came to advise him that wehadoutlivedhiswarm 
reception, and to inquire as to the fate of the City of Panama. Mr. Villela told mo 
that about 12 at night on the 5th he had received new orders from President Vazquez 
insisting upon his compliance with former orders and stating that, if Bonilla had not 
been delivered, troops shoulll be sent to the steamer to take him out, and if this 
could not be done, to sink the ship. 

"Instead of going on board the steamer with armed 1nen, as instructed to do, I 
wanted to notify the captain; hence sent him my la.st note and expected the answer 
which I was advised verbally I would have within a ha.l£ hour. 

"Meanwhile I was getting ready the men and the launches to go to the steamer, 
but within the half hour the ship began to steam away, and I had to comply with 
the other orders which I had, to shell the vessel. 

"Accordingly, a Krupp gun, ·of ·8 or ·12 caliber, was discharged on the vessel from 
the fort 5 times, under my orders, twice after orders had been sent by telephoue 
to stop the firing. In the whole matter I obeyed superior orders; there were 7 tele­
grams sent me by the President in the matter." 

Inquired if I could secure copies of these messages, but was told they could not be 
furnishetl to me. From Gen. Villela, however, I secured the main points of these 
instructions, and his statement was corroborated by Dr. Prove, a German physiciau 
residing jn Guatemala and now on a visit to Gen. Vazquez. 

"Bonilla, convicted of crime in Honduras~ must be delivered to the authorities 
under the assurance that his life will be spared. Under the laws of the United States 
and Honduras jurisdiction extends over merchant vessels when in the waters of the 
respective powers." 

"Take a force of armed men to the ship and take out Bonilla." 
"I do not ask your opinion, but give you orders with which you must comply. If 

you do not I will get some one else to do so." 
"Bonilla must be delivered to the authorities. He is a crimjnal, condemned by 

the tribunals of the Republic. It is for the peace of Honduras that I ask for his 
delivery, as he is plotting a new revolution." 

"Make a formal protest to captain, if no delivery has been made at 6 o'clock." 
During the night after the issue of clearance papers: u If Bonilla has not been 

delivered take a force of armed men and go on board the ship to take the man out, 
and, ifprevented, sink tho ship. It seems you have been consulting everybody else 
instead of complying with my orders." 
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In the last telegrams President Vazquez holds Gen. Vmela responsible for every­
thing which has happened. I find that the population generally regrets the whole 
affair, and commerce condemns it. Gen. Villela told me be had advised President 
Vazquez t,hat the American ministerwas on board. He tells mealso that he advised 
the President that he had signed the clearance papers of the ~;hip, but does not know 
if Vazquez had his dispatch to that effect when he renewed his orders to take out 
Bonilla. 

The limited time which I had in Ainapala (my instructions being to be back at La 
Union at 2 o'clock) made it impossible for me to secure other information. 

I am, sir, etc., 
LOUIS CRABLE. 

NoTE.-This is as correct as I could take from memory, but many citizens of Ama­
pala will corroborate the al>ove points of telegr:.tms from Vazquez. 

EXHIBIT F. 

U. S. S. ALLIANCE (TIIIRD RATE), 
Roadstead of .Acajutla, Sa.n Salvador, November 8, 1893. 

Licuts. THEODORIC PoRTER, JAMES H. BuLL, and CAMERON MeR. WINSTON, U.S. 
Navy: 

GENTLEMEN: In accordance with article 1720, U. S. Navy Regulations of 1893, you 
are hereby appointed a board to investigate the reported firing by the Government 
authorities at Amapala, Honduras, upon the Pacific mail steamship Costa R·ica, 
which has just arrived and is now at anchor in this roadstead. 

You will proceed on board the Costa Rica and request her commanding officer, and 
such others as he may a1low who have personal knowledge of the occurrence, to 
make statement under affirmation of the incident. You will particularly inquire 
the origin of the trouble, by whom the shots were fired, the caliber aud the nature 
of the arm used, the proximity of the projectiles to tbe steamer, whether it was 
after or before the steamer was granted clearance by the proper authorities of the 
port, the damage done to the vegsel or those ou board. Yon will further inquire into 
any facts that may need investigation from the nature of the evidence given before 
you and which are not coverecl specifically in this order, and you will report to me, 
in duplicate, fully, clearly, and concisely the facts you find established by the evi­
uencc. 

It is desirable that this inquiry and report be made as speedily as possiule, 
without, however, eacrificing any essential matter. 

Respectfully, 

No.168.] 

T. A. LYONS, 
Contrnander U. S. Navy, Comrnanding. 

COSTA RICA, NICARAGUA AND SALVADOR. 

Mr. Shannon to Mr. Foster. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
CoSTA. RICA, NICARAGUA AND SALVADOR, 

Managua, A1tgust 17, 1892. (Received September 12.) 
SIR: Referring to the Department's instruction numbered 64, of l\iay 

24, 1892, in regard to the increase of port charges to which the steamem 
of the Southern Pacific Company, running from New Orleans to Blue­
fields are subjected, and directing me to report the facts of the case, 
and the grounds of the increase, I have the honor to state that I 
promptly addressed the minister for foreign affairs of Nicaragua upon 
the subject, and have already received a very lengthy communication 
from his excellency in reply. 
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In this note, as will be seen, his excellency promises to inform me 
without delay of the result of his inquiries into the matter, and 
then refers to a similar complaint from our legation at Guatemala in 
1889, at the same time furnish-ing a Spanish translation of Mr. Hos­
mer's note of August 3, 1889, as well as copy of the reply of the min­
ister for foreign affairs of Nicaragua of August 21, 1889. As copies of 
these notes were doubtless furnished the Department at the time by 
our legation at Guatemala, I have thought it unnecessary to furnish 
other copies. 

His excellency then enters upon some very extended observations 
regarding the anomalous condition of affairs in the Mosquito Reserva­
tion, quoting largely from Mr. Bayard's No. 999, of November 23, 1888, 
to Mr. Phelps, then our minister in London, as well as from the note 
addressed, under date of January 19, 1889, to the lYiarquis of Salis­
bury, by Dr. Cardenas, then the Nicaraguan minister in London. 

In substance his excellency claims that through the continuance of 
the English protectorate in the Mosquito Reservation, that should long 
since have ceased by virtue of treaty stipulations, Nicaragua is pre­
vented from exercising her sovereign rights, thus making possible such 
irregularities as are complained of by the Southern Pacific Company, 
and in the new effort which the Government of Nicaragua proposes 
soon to make near the Government of England to secure the cessation 
of the protectorate referred to, the hope is expressed that the Govern­
ment of the United States will extend to this sister Republic the same 
vigorous and powerful support as on former occasions. 

A copy of the entire note in the original Spanish, with translation, 
is herewith appended. 

I have, etc., 
RICHARD CUTTS SHANNON. 

[Inclosure I in No. 168.] 

Mr. Shcmnon to .Seiim· Bra'Vo. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Managna, Ju,ly 9, 1892. 

Mr. MINISTER: I have the honor to invite the attention of your excellency to a 
copy of a letter herewith h1elosecl, which has been referred to the Department of 
State at Washington, and by which it appears that the steamers of the Southern 
Pacific Comprmy running fro1n New Orleans to Bluotields, Nicaragua, have been 
lately subjected to an increase of port charges. 

Among other statements made by the writer of this letter is the following: 
"It is the impression of our friends in New Orleans that there is some treaty under 

which Bluefields and Greytown were to be fi·ee ports, and our people suggest that 
these port cba,rges are an infringement of the treaty provisions in regard to Blue­
fields and Greytown." 

The Department of State at vVashington is not aware of the t,reaty stipulations 
referred to in the foregoing passage, and I am instructed to ascertain and report the 
facts of the case, as well as the reason for tho increase of port char·ges complained of. 

I beg, therefore, to respectfully bring the matter to the attention of your excel­
lency, and to ask that I may be fnrni~hed with such information as wlll enable m~t 
to comply with my instructions. 

With renewed assurances, etc., 
B.ICIIARD CUTTS SI-IANNON. 
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[Inclosure 2 in No. 168.-'.rranslation.] 

Senor B1·avo to Mr. Shannon. 

REPUBLIC OF NICARAGUA, 
MINISTRY FOR FOREIGN AFI~AIRS1 

Leon, July 191 1892. 

Mr. MINISTER: There has 1)een received at the offices of this min!stry the note of 
your excellency of the 9th instant, in which attention is called to the increasecl 
duties collected at the port of Blue-fields for anchorage, pilotage-, and wharfage from 
the captains of an ships arriving at that place; and it is further stated that thosQ 
who complain of this increase of port charges consider it a violation of the treaties 
concluded with Great Britain, since both Bluefields as well as Greytown were to 
be free ports. 

I have already forwarded to the ministry of the interior a copy of your excellency's 
note, and while awaiting the occasion to transmit such reply as may be received 
from that ministry, I will take the liberty of presenting some observations which 
certainly have not escaped the notice of your excellency and which have a solid 
basis in diplomatic documents. 

One of the attributes of the sovereignty of a country consists, unquestionably, in 
levying duties, amlin opening, closing, and establishing ports, acts which, in virtue 
of rights common to all nations, deserve the mutual respect of each. The sover­
eignty of Nicaragua extends to the Mosquito Reservation, which is an integral part 
of its territory, and since it was not the Hepnblic which imposed the increased duties 
of which the company of New Orleans complains, that measure ought not to be 
respected, and more so if one remembers that the regulations issued by the author­
ities of the reserve should be submitted to the revision of the Government of Nica­
ragua in order to leave its sovereignty intact, according to the treaty of Managua. 
'l'he measure under consideration has never been submitted for revision, and your 
excellency will readily understand that this requisite being wanting, according to 
the text of that treaty, w bich in its third article says: 

"The Indians of the reserve shall be governed according to their own customs and 
according to any regulations which from time to time may be adopted by them not 
inconsistent with the sovereign rights of Nicaragua," 
that measure, I repeat, cannot be obligatory. 

According to the convention concluded with England in 1860,- the Mosquito tribes 
of the Reserve only have the rights which I have just mentioned; and in no man­
ner can they regulate foreign commerce, or establish duties upon vessels arriving 
at their ports, because this right belongs exclusively to the RcpulJlic, which is sov­
ereign throughout that region and along its coast. 

It is evident that the meaning of the treaty which recognized the Reserve is that 
the purts of that region should be free, as was expressly stipulate(} in respect to 
San Juan del Norte, which was for some time in the power of England. 

It was also stipulated in that treaty that the Mosquito tribes, under the rule of 
an elective chief, and of his own caste, should govern themselves ; but the fact is 
that no measure of that municipal government appears sanctioned by the chief of 
the tribe, but all measures are issued by a court which resides in Bluetielcls, com­
posed exclusively of English subjects coming from the Island of Jamaica, who not 
only exercise administrative functions, but have also arrogated to themselves the 
rights of legislating, and levying contributions and imposts, not only upon com­
merce, but also upon emigration and immigration-that is, a capitation tax upon all 
persons who enter and leave the territory. An authentic proof of this is the recla­
mation which, under the 3d of August, 1889, was presentetl to this Government by 
the Legation of the United States in Central America, of which docnment, as well 
as the reply of this ministry, I have the honor to inclose herewith a copy for your 
excellency. 

Nicaragua, on her part, keeps the engagement to respect the self-government of 
the Mosquito; but that government itself is illusory, inasmuch as the conrt isformetl 
of individuals who do not belong to the caste-English subjeets, as has been saifl, 
who ha\e monopolized the govemmflnt of the Reserve; and it is due to that fact 
that this court, in its regulations and laws, assumes to exercise powers inconsist­
ent with the sovereignty of the Republic, and which are neither sanctioned by the 
treaty of 1\>fanagua nor the arbitral award of the Emperor of Austria. 

I also call the attention of your excellency to the fact-denounced in the press-­
that the punishments inflicted upon offenders in the Mosquito Reserve are of a differ­
ent nature from those prescribed by the laws of the Republic, whose sovereignty 
that court should respect. 

Only lately my Government bas been obliged to protest against the tendencies of 
the Mosquito council to go beyond the limits traced by the Republic for the Reserve, 
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establishing a new boundary line by which they preten(l to include our gold placers 
at Cuicuina, and posting notices threatening all those who construct buildings in 
the town now being established in thnt locality with the loss of their property. 

It is well known to the whole country that the chief of the R.eserve is only such 
. in name, and that it is a foreign race which rules throughout that territory against 
all right, thus postponing the period wilen the Mosquito tribes may be reincorpo­
rated with Nicaragua; and that its council, trusting to the support of a powerful 
nation, constantly decrees measures in violation of the agreement made, and on 
account of which the Government of Nicaragua can not be held responsible. 

The authorities of the R.eserve have on repeated occasions granted rights to exploit 
for long periods, the natural wealth of the country, even in places not embraced 
within the limits established by the treaty of Managua; and wben the Government 
of Nicaragua bas req nested explanations regarding these irregular proceedings, they 
have been refused in disrespectful terms, leaving to the Republic, as the only evi­
dence of its sovereignty, the obligation of answering to foreign nations for these 
unj nstifia ble acts. 

In this connection, I li:tke the liberty of transcribing for your excellency some par­
agraphs from the note which, under elate of the 1st of January, 1889, was addressed 
by our minister in London, Dr. Don A(lan Cardenas, to his excellency, the Marquis 
of Salisbury, as well as some passages from the luminous despatch, which, upon this 
same question, was addressed l>y the Hon. T. E'. Bayard, Secretary of State of the 
American Government, on the 23d of November, 1888, to Mr. EdwardJ. Phelps, min 
ister of the United States in London. 

* * * * 
a It is evident that the sovereignty of Nicaragua over the territory of the Reserve 

and its inhal>itants if:! a limited sovereignty; but the only limitations of the sov­
ereign rigl1ts of Nicaragua are expressly set forth in the treaty, and declared in the 
award of His Majesty, the Emperor of Austria, and are the following: 

"1. (Art. III of the treaty.) The right is conceded to the Indians to govern them­
selves a11cl all persons residing within the district of the Reserve according to their 
own cnstoms, and in conformity with the regulations which may be adopted by 
them, the same' not being inconsi<.>tent with the sovereign rights of the Republic.' 

"2. (Art. V of the award.) The Republic of Nicaragua has not the right to grant 
concessions to exploit the natural products in the territory assigned to the Mosquito 
Indians. 

"3. (Art. VI of the award.) The Republic of Nicaragua is not empowered to reg­
ulate tile trade of the Mosquito Indians, nor to levy duties on goods imported into 
or exported from the territory reserved to the Mosquito Indians." 

"With the exception of these limitations, there are secured to Nicaragua all the 
otiler l'ights inherent in sovereignty. Among these ought to be considered as essen­
tial that of providing for the security and defense of the territory, and that of for­
eign representation, and all the secondary rights which are derived from these ; 
among others, the right of transit, that of occupation, the estal>lisilment of military 
posts, forts, arsenals, etc., ports and custom-houses for the inspection of merchan­
dise intended for consumption in the interior of the Republic, post-offices and tele­
graphs for the service of the inhabitants of the interior, ways of communication, etc. 

"And it can not be alleged that these rights are contrary to the letter or spirit of 
the treaty, or to the domestic government of the Indians, since there is not to be 
found either in said treaty or in the award a single clause which forbids their exer­
cise to Nicaragua; because far from these rights being subordinate to the privilege 
of self government granted to the Indians, it is rather this privilege itself which is 
expressly limited by the sovereignty of Nicaragua, according to article 3 of the 
treaty, which says: 'The Indians will enjoy the right of governing themselves and 
all the persons residing within the said district according to their ow11 customs, and 
in conformity with the regulations which may from time to time l>e adopted by 
them-the same not being inconsistent with the sovereign rights of the Republic of 
Nicaragua. Subject to the above-mentioned reserve the Republic of Nicaragua 
agrees to respect and not to interfere with such customs and regulations so estab­
lisLed or to be established within tile said district.' 

"From these conditions, which limit the right of the Mosquito Indians to local Gov­
ernment, are deduced for Nicaragua other rights indispensal>le to guarantee iti sov­
eign ty. Nicaragua has taken upon itself the engagement to respect and not to oppose 
tile regulations issued under these conditions; but it can disprove them ancl oppose 
them whenever it considers them inconsistent with its superior prerogatives. Hence 
springs the right of veto, and that of preventing r~pgulations from being carried into 
etl'ect when inconsistent with Nicaragua's sovereign rights. 
. "The erroneous idea which the authorities of these Indians have regarding the 
privileges which the treaty grants to them of self-government, within the territory 
of the Reserve, strengthened l>y the opinions and the support of the British Govern­
ment in this matter, has carried the ignorance of their true relations to Nicaragua, 
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even to the disrespect of actually preventing the transit of goods belonging to the 
Government destined for the interior of the Republic, and arbitrarily detaining them 
for several months. 

"But it is not only with regard to the points here discussed tha.t an understand­
ing a.ml application have been given to the treaty contrary to its evident mea,ning, 
and to the purposes of the high contracting parties. The Government itself estab­
lished and mn.intained up to the present time in the Reserve is far from rea,lizing 
those purposes, a,s ma,y be inferred from the following extmct from some ofthe stipu­
lations of the treaty: 

"'(a) Gren.t Britain and Nicaragna agree to secure for the Mosquito Indians of the 
Reserve the right of governing themselves according to their customs, in the territory 
of the Repnblic which is assigned to them under the sovereignty of the same, and 
under the condition of not ceding the saitl territory to any foreign person or state. 

"'(b) Nicaragua., desirous of promoting the social improvement of the Mosquito 
Indians, so necessary nuder the system of self-government, agrees to grant a subven­
tion of $5,000 a year for the period of five years. 

"' (c) It is declareu, moreover, that no clause of the treaty is to be interpreted as 
preventing the Mosquito Indians from agreeing to their absolute incorporation with 
the Republic, on the same footing with its other citizens. 

'''(d) Great BribLin thus having secured to the Iudians the right of self-govern­
ment, and in other stipulations the interests of its resi<1ent subjects, agrees to 
withdraw the protectora,te which she has exercised over the same three months 
after the exchange of the ratifications of the treaty.' 

"But the Mosquito Inuians, contrary to the purposes above expressed, have not 
been governed by themselves, nor are they now, and the Territory and the Govern­
ment are virtually in the po,ver of a group of foreigners, complete strangers to the 
uses and customs of the Indians. It is true that the nominal chief of the Govern­
ment is an Indian, and that some of his race ta.ke part in t.lJ.O ?;eneral assemblies, 
but the executive conncil is formcc1 exclusively of individuals of the group referred 
to-a circumstance uiffieult to cxpbln if one reflects that during a period of more 
than thirty Y"ars of such rule many Indians must have reached a snfficient degree 
of civilization to form part of the execntive government, COJJsidering the resources 
which that government has hacl at its disposal; and it certainly can not be a.llegell 
to be the custom for those Indians to be always governed by persons of a dist.inct 
race and tongue, since that custom, if such we can call it, would be an imposi­
tion and contrary to the natural tendency and a.utonomy of political associations. 

"It is evident that so long as this situation continues, in consequence of tho inter­
preta.tion given to the treaty, the definitive incorporation of the district with the 
Republic can not be carried ont as provided for in the treaty, and consented to by. 
England as the natnral ret:>ult of ~tll its stipulation!'!, notwithstanf1ing that the great 
majority of the Indians of the Reserve have expressed to the Nicaraguan authorities 
sentiments of adhe-sion to the IwpnlJlic, ann the desire to place themselves under the 
regis of its laws; because the rule to which they are subjected is a permanent obsta­
cle to every act or public manifestation looking to th;Lt end. 

"As to the renunciation by England of her 11rotcctorate over the Inuians, it will 
remain virtually without eiiect, because the authorities of the Heserve, considering 
themselves to be sustained by that Government in all that relates to the extension 
of their privileges, they will contiune to solicit its snp1wrt so as to oppose the exer­
cise by Nicaragua of her sovereign rights; and the British Government, as signatory 
of the treaty, will be perpetually authorized to intervene in the affairs of Nic:tragna 
as regards the Reserve, thus contributing to maintain indetlnitely the present state 
of affairs. 

"Besides t.he injury that Nicaragua suffers in her rights and in her interests by 
the interpretation >vhich is g-iven to the treaty, and by the application which hns 
been matle of it to the rule of the Reserve, contrary, as I have sougltt to demonstrate, 
to the positive provisions of the treaty, and to the purposes which inspired it; there 
aTe other injuries and serious inconveniences for the Hepuulic, of a political aud 
administrative character, inconsistent with the duties and res11onsibilities which 
the soveTeignty anu foreign representation of that district impose upon it, and incon­
sistent with the development of the interests o£ the vast and important region of the 
Republic situateu to the west of the Reserve. 

"That portion of the Mosquito tribes of Nicaragua which occupy the reserve being 
organized as a political association upon the basis of the treaty, ancl in conformity 
with the English interpretation of the same, according to the opinions communi­
cated by Mr. Gastrell, and accorcling to those sustained on other occasions by the 
Government of Her Majesty, the district of the Heserve would continue, as regards 
this Reptlblic, in the situation of a State within a State, and the sovereignty of 
Nicaragua wonld be reduced to a nominal sovereignty, inasmuch as there is implic­
itly denied to her the essential right of defending her territory, she having alreauy 
been deprived by the authorities of the Reserve of even the right of transit, and 
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because there is absolutely denied her the right to object to and oppose tl1e regula­
tions and acts of the Indians which are considered to be inconsistent with the sov­
ereign rights of the Republic. 

"Obvious are the serious consequences resulting from this state of things, not 
only for the security of the territory of the Reserve, but also of the Republic, and I 
will not occupy the attention of your excellency in enumerating them. Not less 
evident and serious are the complications which may arise in the relations of Nica­
ragua with other nations in the not improbable case of diplomatic intervention on 

· account of reclamations of foreign snbjects for acts of the government of the Indians. 
"Before whom, under such circumstances, shall the necessary steps be taken~ And 

who shall be held responsible, if responsibility there be, resulting from such acts T 
In the first case, not certainly before the authorities of the Indians, since they have 
no foreign representation and are not recognized by any power as an independent 
nation, and because the territory of the Reserve forms an integral part of the terTi­
tory of Nicaragua, under its sovereignty. Consequently such reclamations will be 
addressed to Nicaragua, and it will evidently he the duty of its Government to dis­
cuss the questions thus arising. In the second case the Indians could not be directly 
held responsible for the reasons stated, but the Government of Nicaragua would be 
so held, either directly or indirectly, and from this would result a manifest incon­
sistency, if we accept the British interpretation of the treaty, because denying to 
the Republic the right to intervene in the acts and regulations of the Ind·ians, and 
the means of making effective the responsibility which they may have incurred, there 
would be no gronntl for holding Nicaragua responsible, or the Indians through her. 

"I have taken the liberty of referring to the possibility of these questions, not 
simply as to prob~Lble theoretical cases, but because such questions have already pre­
sented themselves in practice, representations and reclam:ttions by foreign govern­
ments and persons having, on various occasions b een laid before the Government of 
Nicaragua for acts done or tolerated hy the Mosquito authorities; among others, one 
by the Government of Hon1lnras, because of an armed expedition directed against 
that Republic, which remain eel for some time and o1Jtainecl a supply of provisions in 
the territory under the jurisdiction of the Indians. 

"Administered nuder such conditions, the territory of the Reserve occupying a vast 
extent of the Atlantic coast, will be a perma.nent obstacle to the industrial and admin­
istrative tlevelopment of the adjacent region of the Republic, which has its natural 
communication with the Atlantic by means of the great rivers which traverse it. 

"These difficulties and perils to which the Republic is exposed by tha anomalous 
position of the Reserve in respect to Nicaragua, increase in gravity in view of the 
movement of foreign immigration which has begun already to set in toward that part 
of t.he territory, and i-n view of the movement which will shortly take place with 
the commencement of the works for the opening of the Interoceanic Canal." 

Mr. Bayard made no observation whatever respecting the limits assigned to the 
Reserve, but expressed himself as follows. 

t "The matter is one in which the G ovornment of the United Stntes feels at least an 
equal interest with that of Great Britain, inasmuch as a number of our citizens are 
now engaged in business within the Reservation, and by far the larger part of the 
foreign commerce of that region is at present cturied on between the ports of Blue­
fields and New Orleans." 

Prom the paragraph here transcriheu your excellency will see that the foreign 
colony is not only composed of indivit1ua]s of the English nationality, but also of 
the American nationality, and even of others; and in case of conflict between these 
individuals of different nationalities it would not be England that would be called 
upon to furnish a remedy, but Nicaragua, which, according to the treaty of Mana­
gua, is the sovereign of the Reserve, inasmuch as the foreign representation and the 
right of revision belong to the Goverlllllent; but these attributes of its sovereignty 
the Republic can not exercise, due to the fact that, as was before said, the individuals 
who compose the court of the Reserve belong to a different race from that of the 
t.rihe, and whose chief interest consists in preventing the reincorporation of that 
territory and the submission of its inhabitants to their legitimate sovereign. 

Secretary Bayard, referring to the Treaty of Managua, further says: 
"The conclusion of this arrangement was officially communicated to the Govern­

ment of the United States which, regarding it as a final withdrawal of British influ­
ence from the Mosquito country, expressed its satisfaction at a settlement that 
appearetl to put an end to the disputes to which the Clayton-Bulwer treaty had 
given rise." 

* * * * • • * 
liThe Government of the United States had not, howevAr, anticipated that under 

cover of this treaty the Government of Great Britain wonld continue to attempt a.ny 
interference with the affairs of the Mosquito Indians. It is superfluous to say that 
if it had been supposed by the United· States that the treaty of Managua. was 
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unders-tood by the Government of Great Britain to give that country a right of influ­
ence, direction, or control over the destiJJies of the Mosqnito territory, as against 
the State of Nicaragua, that convention, far from being hailed by this Government 
as a solution ::mel termination of disputes concerning the British protectorate over 
the Mosquito Indians, would have been regarcled as a serious obstacle to any such 
settlement. Under Article VI of the treaty of Managua, Her Britannic Majesty was 
bound to use her good offices with the chief of the Mosquito Indians, so that he 
should accept the stipulations of that eonvention; and it might have been natu­
rally assumell that upon such acceptance by the Mosquito chief~ Her Majesty's right 
to further interference was at an end." 

According to these views of the State Department, it has interpreted in the same 
manne:r: as Nicaraguan statesmen the terms of Article VI of the treaty of Managua; 
and it is not understood why, after Nicaragua has fulfilled the obligations which 
she contracted by virtue of that treaty, it should be sought to deprive her of the 
rights which belong to her by virtue of that same instrument; and that Her Bri­
tannic Majesty, although under another form, should continue to exercise her protec­
torate over the Mosquito territory, thus preventing the Republic from seekillg the 
improvement of the Indians, so that when the time comes for their rcincorporation 
in the Republic they ma,y be in a condition to use the rights which the constitution 
and the laws grant to other citizens of the country. 

"To this agreement of arbitration" further says the Secretary of State "the Gov­
ernment of the United States was not a party, and it is not bound by the awarcl of 
the arbitrator, nor committed in any way to an admission of the right of Great 
Britain to interfere in disputes between the Republic of Nicaragua and the Indians 
living within her borders." 

"This n,ward, as will be perceived, does not by any means go to the lengths to 
which the British Government now seeks to proceed under the recent note of Mr. 
Gastrell to the Nicaraguan authorities. The award declares that the Repuulic of 
Nicamgna may hoist its :flag throughout the Reservation, and may appoint a commis­
sioner for the protection of its sovereign rights; but that it may not grant conces­
sions for the acquisition of natural products within the territory, may not regulate 
the trade of the Indians, and may not levy, import, or export dues in the Reserva­
tion. Beyond this no limitation is declared upon the sovereign rights of Nicaragua, 
nor is the extent of its sovereignty further defined." 

* 
"To the United States, jn common with all other powers, it is important that 

Nicaraguan sovereignty should exist in fact as well as in name within the Mosquito 
Reservation. ·with the sovereign alone can we maintain diplomatic relations, and 
we have a right to look to that sovereign for redress in the event of wrongs being 
inflicted upon any of our citizens. If the Republic of Nicaragua is to be limited to 
the mere formal right of hoisting a flag and maintaining a commissioner within the 
Reservation, how can it be called upon to perform any of its international ob1igatio_ns ~ 

"Nor is it consistent with the rreneral views and ~licy of the United States to 
look with favor upon the establishment of such an imperium~ in imperio in Central 
America." 

"The President cannot but regard the continued exercise of the claim on the part 
of Great Britain to interfere on behalf of thes~ Indians as the assertion of a British 
protecton1te in another form; more especially when this effort is directed to pro­
hibiting Nicaragua from exercisingmilitary jurisdiction in the immediate neighbor­
hood ofthe Atlantic mouth of the projected canal. 

"The United States can never see with indifference the reestablishment of such a 
protecto.u..ate. Not only would the extension of European influence upon this con­
tinent be contrary to the traditional and frequently expressed policy of·the United 
States, bnt the course of Great Britain in assuming or exercising any dominion over 
the Mosquito coast, or making llSe of any protection it may afford or any alliance it 
may have to or with any people for the purpose of assuming or exercising any 
dominion over tl1at territory, would be in violation of the express stipulations of the 
Clayton-llnlwer treaty, whose binding force Great Britain has up to the present 
time so emphatically asserted." 

"Whether the interference of the British Government be regarded as a breach of 
existing treaty engagements, or whether it be looked upon simply as an effort, not 
prohibited by express agreement, to extend her influence in this continent-in 
either case the Government of the United States can not look upon such acts without 
concern. The circumstances of the particular locality render the subject one of 
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peculiM interest and importance to the people of this country, and I should be 
wanting in my duty to them should I fail to bring the matter directly anu frankly 
and in a spirit of sincere friendship to the notice of Her Majesty's Government." 

* * * 
My Government, Mr. Minister, will have to take measures near the Court of St. 

James to the end that thero may be given a practical meaning to the so\'ereignty 
which, according to the treaty of Managua, this Republic has in the Mosquito 
territory, with the limitations agreed to between the high contracting parties; and 
in view of the opinions expressed by Mr. Bayard, in his note to Mr. Phelps, minister 
to England, my Government hopes th::tt the Government of your excellency will 
support, as on that former occa,sion, the justice of its cause, and will a,ct conjointly. 
with it so as to secure, according to the treaty of Managua, that the protectorate 
may cease, which, under another form, the Crown of England still pretends to 
exercise in favor of the Mosquito Indians. 

Renewing to your excellency, etc., 
JORGE BRAVO. 

JJir. Sha.nnon to JJfr. Fostet 

No. 195.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
COSTA RICA, NICARAGUA, AND S.ALVADOR, 

JJianagtta, September 28, 1892. (Received October 22.) 
SIR: ReferriJ.1g to my No. 168 of the 17th ultimo, in which it is inti­

mated that the Government of Nicaragua, proposes soon to make another 
effort to secure, if possible, the cessation of the English protectorate in 
the Mosquito Reservation, l have the honor now to inclose herewith 
copy of a note lately addressed to this legation by his excellency, the 
minister for foreign affairs of Nicaragua, transmitting copy of another 
note addressed by him to the English minister residing at Guatemala 
City, in which the claim of Nicaragua to exercise tlle rights of a sov­
ereign state throughout the Reservation, as a recognized part of her 
territory, is plainly asserted, and the withdrawal of the English pro­
tectorate, alleged to be still existing there de fcwto, if not de jure, ear­
nestly enjoined. 

Translations of these notes are also herewith appended. 
I have, etc.1 

• RICHARD CUTTS SHANNON • 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 195.-Tmnslation.] 

Senor Bravo to M1·. Shannon. 

MINISTRY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
National Palace, Managua, Septernber 14, 1892. 

Mr. MINISTER: For the information of your excellency's Government I take the 
liberty of herewith inclosing a copy of the note addressed by this ministry, yesteJ;­
day, to his excellency Charles Auc1ley Gosling, Her Britannic Majesty's minister pleni­
potentiary in Central America, regarding the state of affairs in the Mosquito Heser­
vation. 

I renew, etc., 
JORGE BRAVO. 

[Incloiilure 2 in No. 195.-Translation.] 

Sefio1· Bravo to Mr. Gosling. 

MINISTRY FOR FOREIGN AFJl'AJRS1 
National Pctlace, Managua., September 13, 1892 •. 

Mr. MINISTER: By direction of the Secretar~y of St:tte at Washington, the Ameri­
can minister residing in this Hepublic has addressed an inquiry to my Gov0rnment 
regarding an increase of duties to which a company of steamers from New Orleans 
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has recently been subjected at Bluefields. My Government., Mr. Minister, has been 
unable thus far to make a definite reply to the American representative, as it will 
be unable to do to the representatives of any other nation, because, if it be true that 
the British protectorate does not exist de jm·e in the Mosquito Reservation, it does 
exist there de facto, since in every measure taken by this Republic, which the treaty 
of Managua, as well as the arbitrr,l awa-rd of the Emperor of Austria recognizes as 
sovereign in the Mosquito territory, the Crown of England intervenes, notwithst.ancl­
ing the fact that those measures have never tended to restrict the self-government 
which the Indians may rightly claim, and in spite of the fact that Her Britannic 
Majesty took the engagement to use her good offices with the chief of the Mosquitos 
to secure the acceptance of the stipulations contained in the treaty referred to. 

Neither that document nor the arbitral award authorized the Indians to co1lect 
duties for pilotage, light-houses, wharfage, and anchorage, but only those of impor­
tation upon merchandise destined for the territory of the Reserve. 

It will not escape the notice of your excellency that these unauthorized acts of 
the Mosquito court can not fail to prejudice the interests of Nicaragua, since no 
merchant or company will care to subject themselves to the payment of increased 
and illegal duties of wha.rfage, pilotage, anchorage, etc., duties which only the 
sovereign can levy, according to the general principles of international law. The 
injury consists chiefly in this: that the commerce, which is carried on throughout 
that region of the Republic, anu the industries established there, will be destroyed, 
thus causing the ruin of both natives and foreigners. Hence Nicaragua can not 
approve these duties, and has so declared to the minister of the United States. 

TheM osquito Indians, according to the treaty of Managua, have the right to govern 
themselves in accorclu.nce with their customs and the regulations which, from time 
to time, may be adopted, if not inconsistent with the sovereign rights of Nicaragua. 

This clause, by im1)lication, grants to the Republic the power of revising the reg­
ulations which the Mosquito court decrees, since, otherwise, the distinction set 
forth as a necessary condition in article 3 would have no practical meaning. It is 
the fact, however, that the court mentioned cloP.s not respect the obligation it is 
under to submit to the approval of Nicaragua the regulations it adopts and at once 
carries into effect, although they may be inconsistent with our sovereign rights, as 
happens in the present case. 

It is not the first time that my Government has had inquiries addressed to it for 
similar reasons, since the nations in general interpret the treaty of 1860 rmd the 
arbitral award in accordance with the spirit of those documents, recognizing the 
sovereignty of Nicaragua in the Reserve, an interpretation very difrerent from that 
of Her Britannic Majesty, whose opinion upon this snbject produces the strange 
result of making the Mosquitia to appear as a State within a State. 

Frankly, Mr. Minister, there is no example in history where, recognizing the sov­
ereign rights of a nation over a part of its territory, one, at the same time, pretends 
to intervene in the exercise of those rights; forgetting that such intervention 
encourages the subjects to show disrespect for and to disobey the mandate of their 
superior, and that there is no law, convention, or statute which can prevent the 
progressive development of peoples. 

But this is no groundless assertion. It has the certainty of facts occurring again 
and again1 and known throughout the whole country. Nicaragua has been opposed 
in its commercial movement, obstrncteclin its communications between the At.lantic 
and the towns situated to the \Yest of the Reserve, in the prolongation of its railway 
lines on that side of the coast, and in the worldng of its golcl mines, as well as in 
its measures of vigilance and territorial defense, and the establishment of stations 
in those places to facilitate immigration and to carry on the works of the Inter­
oceanic Canal. The same as it is obstructed in its measures and acts of sover- · 
eignty, for fear of causing trouble to the English subjects which form the council of 
the Reserve. · 

Thus it is the opinion of my Government that so long as individuals take part in 
the Mosquito court who do not belong to the native easte, the period of incorpora­
tion of the Mosquitos will be put oft' indefinitely because it suits the interests of 
those persons that the semiindependent sta.te of the Reserye be continued-a result 
entirely contrary to the spirit of the treaty of Managua, which gives to Nicaragua 
the right to procure and carry into effect~ that incorporation. 

My Government, up to the present time, has observed and faithfully obeyed all the 
stipulations of the treaty referred to, although it might have been disregarded and 
considered null, since it rests npon the supposed dominion which Grea,t Britain had 
acquired over the Mosqnito coast, arising simply from military occupation, and since 
ten years before the English Governftlent had voluntarily relinquished the same, as 
well as all influence and protection over the inhabitants of every part of Central 
Amerjca, by viTtue of the Clayton-Bul wer treaty concluded with the United States 
of America the 19th of April, 1850, a compact which forbids to-clay a,ll intervention 
or claim which the Government of your excellency may make in matters relative to 
the Mosquito coast. 
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In the interest of Nicaragua, Mr. Minister, as well as of all nations, it is fitting 
and desirable that this question be settlocl in a definitive manner, now that our 
country is attracting attention and exciting general interest on account of the 
enviable position which it occupies, and the splendid future that lies before it. 
Immigrants, by nature suspicious, will refuse to touch at our ports or establish 
themselves in the territory of the RrJs orvc, lest they be at the mercy of a foreign 
authority, believing that Nicaragua is powerless to protect them, or to give answer 
even to reclamations which their respective Governments may present in a given 
case to save their interests. 

Your exceHeucy well knows that where there is not the beneficent shield of a 
constituted government, and where there is no responsibility for injuries suffered, 
there immigration will not go, and if the country needs immigration for its de­
velopment a.nu progress, as happens in the case of Nicaragua, that progrAss will 
n~ver be attained because the chief element to secure it will be repel1ed from our 
shores. 

My Government, Mr. Minister, in the name of that justice auu right which belongs 
to it, trusts to the nonintervention of Her Britannic Majesty in the measures 
which Nicaragua may dictate in the Reserve, as an independent and sovereign 
nation-measures intended to providefortheclefense 3.nc1 security of the Indians, and 
for their socia.l improvement, as well as for t.he reincorporation of that territory, 
without violating in an.r manner the stipulations of former diplomatic documents. 

In the opinion of my Government, it interests the good name of England not to 
have it believed that it is in any manner due to her acts that Nicaragua fails to au vance 
with the desired rapirlity, ancl to comply with its duties as a sovereign State; and 
my Government trusts that the Government of your excellency will give attention 

.. to this question, and when it has been settled in favor of this country, as equity 
and right clemand, Her Britannic Majesty will have given one more proof of her 
elevated views in favor of the progress of the Republic, which opens its doors to all 
races, and is now strnggling to reach that high place to which its destiny ca.Ils it. 

With assnrances, etc., 

No. 235.] 

JORGE BRAVO. 

JJfr. Shannon to ~fr. Foster. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
COSTA RICA, NICARAGUA, AND SALVADOR, 

Managua,, November 9, 1892. (Received December 1.) 
SIR: Referring to my No. 195, of September 28, which inclosed_ copy 

of a note addressed by the minister for foreign affairs of Nicaragua to 
Her Britannic Majesty's minister resident at Guatemala City, urging 
the withdrawal of the English protectorate from the Mosquito Reser­
vation, I have the honor now to inclose herewith another note from 
Dr. Bravo, transmitting copy of the English minister's reply. 

From the terms of this reply it would seem that lYir. Gosling dis­
agreed with Dr. Bravo in regard to nearly every point touched by the 
correspondence. 

Your attention is especially invited to the interesting and significant 
statement quoted from the dispatch written by Mr., now Sir Ollarles, 
Lennox Wyke (who negotiated the treaty of Managua) to Lord John 
Russeii, dated January 10, 1860. 

I have, etc., 
RICHARD CUTTS SHANNON. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 235.--Translation.] 

Senor Brat•o to Mr. Shannon • 
• 

MINISTRY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
National Palace, Mana.gu.cJ-, November 4, 1891!. 

Mr. MINISTER: I have the honor to inclose herewith, for your excellency's infor­
mation, copy of the reply which the British legation in Central America has given 
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to the note of this ministry calling attention to the increase of port charges to which 
the steamers of a New Orleans company have been subjecteu by the authorities of 
Blue:fields in the Mosquito Reservation. 

With assurances, etc., 
JORGE BRA YO. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 235.] 

M1·. Gosling to Senor Bmve. 

BRITISH LEGATION, Guatemala, October .14, 1892. 
Mr. MINISTER: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your excel­

lency's note of the 13th ultimo, in which _you inform m? that, acting under the 
orders of the Secretary of State at Washmgton, tho Umtecl States envoy to the 
Republic of Nicaragua has appealed to your excellency's Government against the 
excessi,re clues levied at Blt1efielcls on the vessels of a New Orleans steamship com­
pany. 

By this mail I am transmitting to the Earl of Rosebery, Her Majesty's principal 
secreta,ry of state, a copy of your excellency's note; in the meanwhile, ariel before 
his lordshi-p's opinion thereon can reach me, I desire to make a few observations, 
havina Toference to certain remarks made by your excellency. 
You~ excellency states your inability to give a categorical reply to the United 

States representative, because, if the British protectorate over the Mosquito Reser­
vation no longer exists de jure, it does exist de facto, inasmuch as irt every measure 
dictated by the Government ofNicaragua as sovereign over the Mosquitian territory, -
a sovereignty recognized by the convention of Managua and the arbitral award of 
the Emperor of Austria., the Crown of England intervenes, notwithstanding that 
the measures referred to have never had for their object the restriction of the local 
autonomy of the Mosquito Indians, and notwit·hstauding that Great Britain under­
too.k to use its good offices with the chief of the Mosquitians to the end that he 
should accept the stipulatious of the above-named convention. 

I am quite at a loss to understand on what grounds your excellency assumes _that, 
de facto, t.he British protectorate over the Mosquito Indians still exists; nor am I able, 
after careful reference to the correspondence which has taken place between our 
respective governmentR, to point to any one instance when England has intervened 
in favor of Mosquitia, otherwise than in her character of one of the two high con-
tracting parties to the treaty of Managua. . 

I can best illustrate what in my opinion are the sentiments of Her Majesty's Gov­
ernment in respect to the treaty rights of the Mosquito Indians by quoting an 
extract from the dispatch written by Mr. now Sir Charles Lennox Wyke (who 
negotiated the treaty of Managua) to Lord John Russell, Her Majesty's minister for 
foreign a:fT'airs, elated Nicaragua, Jan nary 10, 1860. 

Referring to his conferences with Don Pedro Zaleclon, the Nicara.guan minister for 
foreign affairs, with whom be was negotiating, he wrote: 

"He told me that the general impression here was that I had come to make an 
unconditional surrender of our protectorate without making any stipulations what­
ever for securing the rights either of the Mosquito Indians themselves or of British 
subjects who may have olJtained grants of land or other advantages from them." 

"I at on,ce told Don Pedro Zeledon that if his Government seriously entertained 
such an idea as this, all negotiations between them and myself would become impos­
sible, as Her Majesty's Governm•mt would never consent to surrender their protec­
tm·ate over Mosquitia, except on certain conditions, which had been made as little 
burdensome to the Nicaraguan Government as was compatible with our honor and 
the rights of others which we were bound to defend." 

Your excellency writes that neither the convention of Managua nor the arbitral 
awal'd entitles the Mosquito Indians to levy pilotage, light-house, wharfage, or 
anchora.ge dues, bnt solely duties on imports of merchandise destined for use in the 
terntory forming the reservation. 

Your excellency can not fail to be aware, however, that by Article III of the 
treaty of Managua it is clistinct1y laid clown that within the limits of their terri­
tory the Mosquito Indians "shall enjoy the rights of governing themselves accord­
ing to their customs and according to any regulations which may from time to time 
be adopted by them, not inconsistent with the sovereign rights of the Republic of 
Nicaragua, themselves and all persons residing within such district. Subject to the 
above-mentioned reserve, the Republic of Nicaragua agrees to respect and not to 
interfere with said customs and regulations so established within the said district." 

This article, to which no exception was tak•en by the arbitral award, clearly 
gives to the Mosquitiaus the right of self-government, and surely such self-govern-
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ment would cover the framing by them of port regulations whereby to insure the 
due maintenance and safety of the harbor at Bluefields, the providing of lights 
and beacons and the defraying of expenses of the police of that port. 

According to my view the quest.ion to be consi<'lered is whether the levying of port 
dues referrell to is inconsistent with the sovereign rights of Nicaragua; whether 
or not the collection of the sai(l dues is not absolutely necessary for the safety of 
navigation, and whether the supreme Government has, in virtue of the treaty of 
Managua, the right to repmliate them. 

It appears to me that, if these port dues are excessive, or, as is stated by your 
excellency, illegal, the matter might be adjusted by the commissioner, which Arti­
cle III of the ar!Jitral award entitles tho Hepuhlic of Nic[~ragua to appoint, for the 
protection of its sovereign rights; but the adoption of any snch constitutional 
step is not alluded to by your excellency. After stating that your excellency's 
Government coulu give no categorical reply to the United States Tepresentative 
relative to tho complaint made by his Governn~ent agninst the levying of harbor 
clues at Bluefields, y-our excellency remarks further ou that your Government has 
represented to the United States envoy that they can not sanction such taxes. 

I fail to see, Mr. Minister, any clause, either in the treaty of Managua or 
in the arbitral award, which would give, as your excellency assumes, the right to 
the Republic to revise any laws made by the Mosquito court. Article II of the 
arbitral award prescribes clearly that the Republic of Niraragua is not entitled to 
regulate the trade of Mosquito Indians, such right belonging to them. 

Your excellency complains of Her Majesty's Government for assuming that Mos­
quitia is impm·innt in imperio. But such, your excellency, is actna.ll,y the case; for 
in Article I of the arbitral award the Emperor of Austria lays it down that ''the 
sovereignty of the Republic of Nicaragua, which was recogl).ized by Articles I and II 
of the treaty of Mana.gna of January 28, 1860, is not full an(l unlimited with regard 
to the territory assigned to the Mosquito Indians, but is limited bythe self-govern­
ment conceded to the Mosquito Indians in Article III of this treaty." 

There is another point on which I am unable to agree with your excellency. 
Your excellency writes that the treaty of Managua gave to Nicaragua the right 

of bringing about and the rendering effective of the incorporation of the Mosquito 
Reserve. 

Article IV of the treaty of Managua sa.ys: 
"It is understood, however, that nothing in this treaty shall be construed to pre­

vent the Mosq.uito Indians at any future time from agreeing to absolute incorpom­
tion into the Republic of Nicaragua on the same footing as other citizens of the 
Republic, and from subjecting themselves to be governed by the gencrallnws and 
regulations of the Republic instead of by their own customs and regulations." 

But this, Mr. Minister, allow me to rmnark, does not appear to me open 
to the interpretation assigned to this tuticle by your excellency; on the contrary, 
the incorporation of Mosquitia into the Republic is a matter for voluntary arrange-
ment between the supreme Government and the Heservation. · 

Your excellency refers to the Clayton-Bulwer treaty and to the undertaking 
entered into by Great Britain to abstain from all intervention or claim in matters 
referring to the Mosquito court. 

Herein, Mr. Minister, I venture again to disagree with your excellency. 
Through the whole of tho negotiation which took place between Her Majesty's 

Government and that of the United Stutes during the period of 1856-1~60, Great 
Britain insisted upon the maintenance of the arrangements then existing in regard 
to the MosquHo Incliaus, as apart from the Cla.yton-Bulwer treaty. 

In conclusion, allow me to assure your excellency that Her Majesty's Government 
is fully alive to, and solicitous of, the material progress being made by Nicaragua, 
and that they would be the last to vursue any policy antagonistic to such develop­
ment, or which might interfere with the flow of emigration into Nicaragua. 

I avail, etc., 

No. 258.] 

AUDLEY GOSLING. 

JJftr. Shannon to Mr. Foster. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STA'l'ES, 
COSTA RICA, NICARAGUA, AND SALVADOR, 

Managua, December 15, 1892. (Received December 31.) 
SIR: Referring to your No. 111 of the 3d ultimo, relative to the case 

of Henry R. lVIycrs, late consul of the United States at San Salvador, I 
have the honor to inclose herewith co pie~ of two notes recently addressed 
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by me to his excellency the minister for foreign affairt; of Salvador, 
repeating the views expressed in your No. 111. One of these notes 
refers to the nature and terms of the agreement entered into by Lieut. 
Denfield, U. S. Navy, with the secretary-general of the Provisional 
Government of Salvador, and the other replies to tLe propositions set 
fort-h in the note of Dr. Gallegos of the 26th of last May. 

It is now my intention to set ont at once for San Salvador in the exe­
cution of your instrnctions, and expect to reach that capital about the 
19th instant. In due time you will be fully advised of the result of my 
efforts to settle the question. 

I have, etc., 
RICHARD 0UT1'S SHANNON. 

(Inclosure 1 in No. 258.] 

M1·. Shannon to Senor Gctllegos. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Managua, Novembe1' 26, 1892. 

Mr. MINISTER: Referring to t.he courteous note of your excellency of the 28th of 
last may, requesting me to furnish a eert.i:fied copy of the original of the agreement 
concluded between the minister-general of the Provisional Government of that 
Republic and Lieut. Den:field of the U.S. Navy, I havethehonornow to state that as 
certain documents relating to that agreement were not to be found in the archives 
of this legation, I was obliged to refer your excellency's request to the Department 
of State at vVashington. 

I am now able, after some considerable delay, which I assure your excellency has 
been unavoidable, to make reply, and beg to say that so fa.r as the Department of 
State is informed there was no formal written agreement signed by Lieut. Den:fielcl 
and the Salvadorean secretary-general. It is true that in my note to your excel­
lency of May 2, 1892, I stated that the agreement referred to was "expressed in 
writing." But those words had reference simply to the fact that an agreement was 
made to carry out certain conditionr:;, which were at the time in writing, so that 
every occasion for misunderstanding with respect thereto was removed. 

In order that your excellency ma,y have a full and complete understanding of the 
nature of this agreement, I have the houor to inclose herewith copies of all the 
documents relating thereto, which I have this day received from the Department of 
State. 

Your excellency will observe that Lieut. Den:field says in his report, that after 
the first two conditions bad been compliNl wHh, and the third in so far as the prop­
erty and archives were remaining, ho "then called on the secretary-general," who 
"agreed to comply with the remaining articles containeJ ii1 the United States min­
ister's letter of instructions.n 

That this correctly expresses the understanding which was arrived at, I believe 
has never been questioned. 

With renewed assurances, etc., 
RICHARD CUTTS SHANNON. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 258.] 

M1·. Shannon to Senor Gallegos. 

LEGATION 01<' THE UNITED STATES, 
Ma1wgua, Not,entbe1· 26, 1892. 

Mr. MINISTER: I have the honor to state that a translation of your excellency's 
courteous note of tho 26th of last May was pTomptly forwarded by me to the 
Department of State at Washington, and if I have not been able before this to 
make reply it bas been due to causes beyond my control, resulting in an unavoid­
able delay, which I trust your excellency will excuse. 

In accordance with instructions received this day from \Vashington, I beg now 
to communicate that your excellency's note above referred to has received attentive 
consideration from my Government, though it fails, I regret to say, to change its 
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views with respect to this unfortunate affair and the proper principles which should 
govern its settlement. 

Inasmuch as your excellency recognizes the "principles of justice upon which 
rest the right to an indemnity for all the damage caused to the American consu­
late," and inasmuch as your excellency has repeated that recognition in the name 
of the Government of Salvador, the honorable Secretary of State is unable to nuder­
stand the contention of your excellency that tho Government of the United States 
should. be entirely exclu<led from the determina,tion of its amount. 

The simple statement of the difference between the respective positions of the two 
governments furnishes its own comment. The Government of the United States 
insists that the question of the amount of indemnity is one for common agreement 
between the two governments; it makes no claim of any right to determine it alone, 
but only to participate in its determination. The Government of Salva<lor on the 
other hand maintains it is a question for its own exclusive settlement through its 
own tribunals. 

Did it promise any good purpose there might be a reconsideration in detail of all 
the points that have been so fully elaborated in your excellency's note, but as it 
is evident that this already prolonged discussion is not serving to bring the views 
of the two governments into accord, your exeellency will permit me, without reiter­
ating the views of my Government, which are maintained. as heretofore expressed, 
to proceed at once to the offers mentioned at the close of your excellency's note. 

Your excellency proposes to submit to the Salvadorean tribunal of public credit 
''to decide regarding the indemnity to be paid, fixing the amount and the mode of 
payment." This proposition I am instructed to say is no wise different in principle 
from the general one which was made in your excellency's note of January 2, last, 
to refer the matter to the tl'ibunals of Sal-vador. My Government is necessarily as 
constrained to refuse the one as it was the other. If the Government of your 
excellency desires for its own information to take the advice of its tribunal of 
public credit with respect to the amount of damage which was done, it of course 
can do so, and should the sum recommended by that tribunal be thought by my 
Government to be reasonably sufficient, it would gladly accept it. But it could not 
otherwise. 

As to the minor and incidental question with respect to the justice of making 
some reparation for the personal injury done to Mr. Myers, your excellency proposes 
that this be referred to the arbitration of a friendly power. My Government always 
welcomes such a mode of adjustment of international differences, in every proper 
case where such a resort becomes necessary. But I am sure that your excellency 
will agree with me that it would be quite futile to refer to international arbitration 
simply an incidental featnre of this case, and that its least important one. Then, 
too, the whole affair is hardly worthy to be dignified by a pToceeding of that 
importance. 

My Government still feeling confident that your excellency and myself could, in a 
personal conference, easily agree upon a settlement of this matter mutually satis­
factory to both governments, I propose shortly to visit that capital, when, if agree­
able to your excellency, I shall hope to be favored. with a personal conference to 
that end. 

In conclusion I am instructed to say that any reasonable sum sufficient to reim­
burse my Government for the destruction of its property and the property of its 
consnl, and to afforu some slight reparation to· Mr. Myers for his injuries, would be 
entirely satisfactory. And should the Government of your excellency upon further 
consideration desire of itself to propose such a sum, the spontaneity of such an 
offer could but st,rengthen the already happily existing bonds of friendship uniting 
the two republics. 

·with renewed assurances, etc., 
RICHARD CUTTS SHANNON. 

; JJir. Shannon to JJfr. Foster. 

No .. 270.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED S1'ATES, 
COSTA RICA, NICARAGUA AND SALVADOR, 

Santa J..'ecla, Salvador, January 3,1893. (Received February 10.) 
SIR: Referring again to your No. 111 of November 3, 1892, I have 

the honor to report that on the 19th ultimo, the day following my 
arrival at San Salvador, I bad my first conversation with Dr. Sol, t,he 
under secretary of state for foreign affairs, in regard to the Myers case, 
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and I was told that my last two notes on the subject had been trans­
lated, and were all ready for consideration by the new minister for for­
eign affairs as soon as lie should enter upon his duties. 

On the 21st ultimo I had a fuller conversation with Dr. Sol upon the 
subject, and be expressed himself as very desirous of seeing a prompt 
and final settlement of the question, declaring that so far as he was 
concerned everything would be done to facilitate that result. He then 
showed me a telegram from Dr. Morales, the new minister for foreign 
affairs, appointing the 24th ultimo for my conference with him at the 
foreign office. On that day, however, I did not have the pleasure of 
meeting Dr. Morales at the foreign office, as expected; but soon after• 
my call he came to see me at my hotel. 

I found him a most agreeable gentleman, full of pleasant reminis­
cences of his life at \Vashington two years ago, and recalling with 
much evident satisfaction the agreeable personal relations be then had 
with yourself. 

It seems he had not yet entered formalJy upon his duties and so llad not 
examined the papers in the Myers case; but he had already conversed 
with the President about the matter, and he proposed, as soon as pos­
sible, to give it his careful attention. 

It was finally agreed that we should have another conference a few 
days later, thus allowing him the necessary time to go over the cor­
respondence and consider the question. 

Qn the 27th ultimo I received official notice that Dr. Morales had 
the day before entered upon kis duties as minister for foreign affairs, 
and on the 28th ultimo we bad our second conference, during wbieh 
reference was made to the correspondence that had been carried on 
during the past year, and eaeh expressed his views regarding the 
merits of the ease. 

Finally I made a suggestion as to the amount of indemnity, more or 
less, that would probably be aceeptable to my Govermnent. Dr. 
Morales then inquired if, in mentioning amounts, I meant "American 
gold," and I replied that I did. He thereupon said he would at once 
confer with llis exeellency the President, and see me again the next 
day. 

On the following day, the 29th, we met again, and while we were 
observing the troops at drill on the reviewing ground with the Presi­
dent and others, Dr. Morales informed me that he was authorized to 
offer me the sum of $2,500, United States gold, as a compensation in 
full and final settlement of the :Myers claim. I at· once accepted 
the offer. 

Afterwards we had some conversation as to the form of the notes to 
be exchanged between us embodying the terms of the settlement. 

On the 31st ultimo I received a note from Dr. Morales, under date of 
the 28th ultimo, in answer to my own note of the 26th of November to 
his predecessor, expressing entire willingness to personally confer with 
me whenever I desired upon the subject of the final settlement of the 
Myers claim. 

I replied at once, and in the course of my note stated the result of 
our final conference, which had taken place two days before, and asked 
him to confirm my statement of the agreement reaehed, if found correct. 
This he did in a note of to-day's date, and which he ll.anded to .me Lim­
self this evening when he came to take leave of me. After I had read 
the note through, he remarked that as there had not been time to 
arrange for the draft before my departure, it would be sent to me by 
the following steamer. 

FR--12 
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Copies of the correspond-ence exchanged upon this subject are here­
with respectfully submitted. 

It is now my intention to set out for the coast to-morrow morning and 
sail on the steamer of the 5th instant for Coriuto. Unless I take that 
steamer I shall be <lelayed lrere till nearly the end of the month. 

I have, etc., 
HICITAl~D 0U1''l'S SHANNON. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 270.-Translation.] 

Seiio1· Morales to J.l:b·. Shannon. 

MINISTRY FOR FOREIGN AFI<'AIRS, 
:National Pala.cc, Stm Salvador, Decmnber 28, 1892. 

Mr. MINISTER: I have before me the courteous note addressed by your excellency 
to my predecessor, Dr. Don Salvador Gallegos, under date of the 26th ultimo, in 
which, referring to the note of the latter, your excellency is good enough to commu­
nicate the view entertaiued by your Government regarding the unfortunate affair of 
the ex-consul, Mr. Myers, and particularly with regard to the mode of determining 
the amount of the indemnity under discussion, a view very different from that held 
by Seflor Gallegos; and in conclusion your excellency expresses the confidence of 
your Government that a personal conference between your excellency and the . min­
ister for foreign affairs would lead to a prompt settlement of the matter satisfactory 
to lwth governments. 

'l'he undersigned will consider it an honor to personally confer with your excel­
lency upon this subject, and gladly accepts the idea suggested. Ju<lging by the 
conferences already held of a purely private c4aracter, as well as by the conversa­
tions in which the case of Mr. Myers has been casually referred to, the undersigned 
also believes it possible to come to a full agreement with your excellency regarding 
a final settlement of the matter that will be satisfactory to both governments. 

It is for this reason that the undersigned abstains from entering upon any exam­
ination of the views which your excellency has been good enough to express, in the 
name of your Government, relative to the various phases of the question, feeling 
sure that this can he more easily done in the proposed conferences. 

The undersigned will have the honor to receive your excellency in this ministry 
whenever disposed to appear, and in conclusion begs to renew to your excellency 
the assurances, etc. 

MANUEL !. MORALES, 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 270.) 

Mt·. Shannon to Sefio-r Morales. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
San Salvador, Decembe-r 31, 1892. 

Mr. MINISTER. I have the honor to acknowledge receipt this clay of the courteons 
note of your excellency of the 28th instant, in which reference is made to the 
several informal conversations we have already bad relative to the claim for damages 
in the case of Henry R. Myers, late consul of the United States at this capital, and in 
which note your excellency also kindly expresses a willingness to confer still further 
with me upon the subject in the hope of reaching a settlement of the question that 
will be mutually satisfactory to both governments. 

The conference which we held on the 29th instant finally resulted in the agree­
ment that your excellency, on behalf of the Government of Salvador, should pay to 
the Government of the United States the sum of $2,500, American gold, and that I; 
on behalf of the Government of the United States, should accept that sum as a com­
pensation in full, for the loss and destruction of the property of the U. S. Govern­
ment, and of the private property of its consul, Mr. Henry R. Myers, as well as for 
the personal sufferings experienced by the latter during the events of July, 1890, 
when the U.S. consulate at Sau Salvador was occupied by the military forces of the 
Provisional Government. 

Respectfully asking that your excellency will be good enough to confirm this 
statement of our agreement, iffound correct, I beg again to renew the assurances, etc. 

RICHARD CUTTS SHANNON. 
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Inclosure 3 in No. 270.-Translation.] 

Seiior Morales to Mr. Shannon. 

TIEPlJBLIC OF SALVADOR, MINISTRY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
. National Palace, San Salvador, Janua1·y 3, 1893. 

Mr. MINISTER: The courteous note which your excellency was good enough to 
send me ou the 31st ultimo, in reply to my own note of the 28th ultimo, l1as been 
received at this ministry. 

In that note your excellency states the terms of the settlement in the case of the 
ex-consul of the United States, Mr. Henry Myers, as finally agreed to in our con­
ference of the 29th ultimo, anrl. which were as follows: The unuersigned, in the name 
of the Government of Salvador, to pay to the Government of the United States the 
sum of $2,500, American gold; and your excel1ency, on behalf of the Government 
of the United States, to accept that sum as a full compensation for the property 
destroyed, whether belonging to the Government of the United States or the private 
property of Mr. Myers, as well as for the personal sufferings alleged to have been 
experienced by the latter dnring the events of July, 1890, when the consulate of the 
United States at San Salvador was occupied by the military forces of the Provisional 
GoYernment. 

In obedience to instructions received from my Government, I have the honor to 
inform your excellency that the agreement reached in our conference on the 29th 
ultimo, and formulated as above in the communication to which this note is a reply, 
has been acceptt>d by the Government of Salvador, which is gratified to see the end 
of this unfortunate affair. 

It is my duty, however, in obedience to those same instructions, to declare, as I 
have already verbally stated to your excellency in our conference above referred to, 
that by this agreement my Government does not intend to establish a precedent in 
favor of the Government of your excellency, nor of any other; nor to abandon the 
gronnd maintained by my predecessor, the Hon. Scfwr Gallegos, during the discus­
sion; but that your excellency is to consider it as a new proof which Salvador is 
pleased to give to the United States of that spirit of cordial friendship by which it 
is animated in all matters that can affect the maintenance and development of the 
good relations existing between both countries. 

The undersigned takes the liberty of hoping that your excellency will be good 
enough to so communicate it to your Government, and at the same time begs to inform 
your excellency that a drnft will be promply rel'oittcu for the amount mentioned in 
favor of the honorable Secretary of State of the United States. The undersigned 
hns already communicated with his colleague, the Secretary of the Treasury, who 
will make the necessary financial arrangements to carry into effect the result of this 
negotiation. 

It only remains for me to express to your excellency my best wishes for the new 
year, and to again renew, etc. 

MANUEl .. I. MOHALES, 

No. 27D.] 

Mr. Shannon to Mr. Foster. 

LEGATION OF 1'HE UNITED t)T.ATES, 
00S1'A RICA, NICARAGUA AND SALVADOR, 

Manag1ta, January 18, 1898. (Received February 10.) 
SIR: Referring to my No. 270 of the 3d instant relative to the final 

settlement of the Myers case, I have the honor herewith to inclose a 
copy of my note of the 8th instant, replying to the last note upon the 
subject received from Lis excellency the minister for foreign affairs of 
Salvador, a copy of which was inclosed with my No. 270. 

So soon as the draft for the money has been received, it will be for­
warded to the Department by the first opportunity. 

I have, etc., 
RICHARD CUTTS SHANNON 
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[Inclosure in No. 279.] 

M1·. Shannon to Seiior Morales. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
_Manag·ua, January 8, 1893. 

Mr. MINISTER: I take the first opportunity that offers upon my arrival at thi~ 
capital to acknowledge receipt of the courteons note of your excellency, of the 3d 
instant, which your excellency was good enough personaHy to band to me on the 
eve of my departure from Santa Tecla for Acnjutia.. 

In this note your excellency confirms the statement I ba(l made of our joint agree­
ment for the final settlement of the Myers case; sets forth the views of the Govern­
ment of Salvador regarding the matter, and requests me to communicate the same 
to my Government. 

In reply, I beg to assure your excelleucy that copies of ail the correspondence we 
have exchange(l upon this suuject will be promptly forwarded to my Government; 
and it will Lea pleasure for me to add tbat in our seYeral conferences, held for tlte 
discussion of this question, I was always met by your excellency in the most cordial 
and friendly spirit. 

The resnlt can only be regarded as a new proof of tbe sincere desire, not only of 
your excelleucy's Government, but of my own as well, to preserve and develop those 
relations of friendsbip and respect tl1at should ever exist between two sister repub­
lics. 

Wit,h renewed assurances of esteem and consideration, 
I have1 etc., 

No. 281.] 

RICHARD CUTTS SHA~ON. 

llfr. Shannon to Mr. Foster. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED S~r.A.TES, 
CosT .A RicA, NICARAGUA AND S.AL v .A.DoR, 

Jlfanagua, January 19, 1893. (Reeeived February 10.) 
SIR: Dr. Alberto .Lacayo, a native-born Nicaraguan, who was natur­

alized a citizen of the United States September 27, 1878, recently pre­
sented himself at this legation and requested that a passport be issued 
to him for the purpose of his protection. 

I gave him the usual blank form to fill out, and at my request he 
prepared an additional statement showing·, among other things, that 
he had filled the office of alcalde of Granada for about three months in 
1890. 

As will be seen from the printed form, which he bas only partly 
filled out, he is unable to state that he is 11ow "domiciled in the United 
States," aud that he has a ''permanent residence therein," where he 
follows an occupation. 

He further told me that he is now residing with his parents in the 
city of Granada, and proposes to remain with them so long as they 
live. After their death his purpose is to go to the United States and 
reside there permanently. 

Besides his naturalization papers he exhibited two passports that had 
been issued to him by the Department of State in 1879 and 1886. But 
under the circumstances I have declined to issue to him a passport 
before laying the facts before the Department. 

I beg, therefore, to respectfully submit his case to the Department, 
and to ask for instructions in the matter. 

I have, etc., 
RICHARD CUTTS SHANNON. 
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[Inclosure in No. 28LJ 

Dr-. Lacayo's statement. 

PHARMACY, ETC., OF ALDERTO LACAYO & Co. 
Arrived in the Unitell States of America July, 1872; left the United States March, 

1879 (came back to Nicaragua, 1879); went back to the States in 1882, left there tho 
same year and went back in 1883. I came to Nicaragua in the same year to return 
again and which I did in 1886, and went back in 1891. 

In 1879 I was given a passport by William M. Evarts and was renewed by T. :F. 
Bayard in 1886. 

I was elected mayor of Granada in 1890 against my own will, so that I resigned 
and succeeded in getting accepted my resignation about three months after I was 
in service. I made uo protest as American c.itizen, for Consul Wills told me, as also 
Consul Levitte, that I was no American citizen in Nicaragua. The oath I took was 
"To fulfill and make them fulfill the laws of Nicaragua. 77 

( curn11lir i hacer cumplir 
las leyes de Nicaragua). 

I was naturalized 27th of September, 1878. 

No. 205.] 

A. LACAYO. 

JIIr. Shannon to 11-Ir·. Fostm·. 

LEGATION OF THE UNI1'ED STATES, 
COSTA l{,ICA, NICARAGUA AND SALVADOR, 

Mana,gua, Febritary 10,1893. (Received March 14.) 
SIR: Referring to my No. 279, of the 18th ultimo, I have the honor 

now to forward herewith the first of a bill of exchange for $2,500, 
United States gold, drawn upon 1\'IM. Lazard Freres, of New York, and 
payable to the order of the Secretary of State of the U nitecl States of 
America, this being the amount in final settlement of the lVIyers claim, 
as agreed to between his excellency the minister for foreign affahs 
of Salvador and myself, in our respective notes of December 31, 1892, 
and the third ultimo. 

A copy of the minister's note inclosing this bill of exchange, together 
with my reply, are also herewith respectfully submitted. 

I have, etc., 
RICHARD CUTTS SHANNON. 

[Inclosure in No. 295.-Translation.J 

Senor Mo1·ales to M1·. Shannon. 

REPUBLIC 0:1!' SALVADOR, 
MINISTRY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 

Nat·ional Palace, San Salradm·, Febr1w1·y 1, 1893. 
MR. MINISTER: In fulfillment of the agreement concluded between your excel­

lency's legation and this ministry, I have the honor to forward herewith the first of 
a bill of exchange for $2,500, United States gold, dra.wn upon MM. Laza.rd Freres, of 
New York, and payable to the order of the honorable Secretary of State of the 
United States of America. 

This sum covers the amount in settlement of the Myers claim as agreed to between 
your excellency and the undersigned in our respective notes of December 31, 1892, 
and the 3d ultimo. 

Your excellency will allow me further to express my sincere thanks for the cour­
teous, as well as friendly tone of your note of the lOth ultimo, in reference to this 
subject, and at the same time to renew the assurances, etc. 

MANUEL I. MORALJJ:S. 
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[Inclosure 2 jn No. 295.] 

M1·. Shannon to Senor Mo1'ales. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Managua, Pebrua1'y 9, 1893. 

Mr. MINISTER: I ha;ve the honor to acknowledge receipt this Jay of your excel­
lency's very courteous note of the 1st instant., inclosing the :first of a bill of exchang-e 
for$2,500 United States gold, drawn upon MM. Lazard Freres, of New York, auclma<1e 
payable to the order of the honorable Secretary of State of the United Sta.tes, this 
being the amount in :final settlement of the Myers claim, as agreed to between your 
excellency and the undersigned in our respective notes of December 31, 1892, and 
the 3d ultimo. 

In reply I beg to say that by the first opportunity I shall forward this bill of 
exchange to Washington, accompanied by a copy of your excellency's courteous 
note. 

Your excellency will also permit me again to express my personal gratification at 
the :final and friendly settlement of this <JUestion in a manner so satisfactory to both 
governments, and at the same time to renew once more the assurances, etc. 

No. 144.] 

RICHAHD CUTTS SHANNON. 

Mr. Foster to JJ1 r. Shannon. 

DEPARTMEN1' OF STA1'E, 
Washington, February 10, 1893. 

SIR: I have before me your dispatch No. 168, of August 17, 1892, 
referring to tbe complaint of the Southern Pacific Steamship Company, 
against increase of port charges at Bluefields, Nicaragua, and commu­
nicating the reply of the Nicaraguan Government to your representa­
tions in the matter; also your No. 195, of September 28, 1892, in fur­
ther reference to the subjec0, fl·Ud your No. 235, of November 9 last, and 
the copy of correspondence therewith. 

The nature of this correspondence, growing out of the complaint, above 
mentioned ofthe Southern Pacific Steamship Company, has furnished 
occasion for this Government to communicate its views on the respec­
tive rights of Nicaragua and the Mosquito Indians to our minister in 
London, and to apprise Her J\tfajesty's Government, through him, that 
for the settlement of international questions affecting any port of Nica­
ragua the Government of the United States must look to Nicaragua 
alone. 

I inclose a copy of the instructions* to Mr. Lincoln communicating 
these views, and you will hand a copy to the minister of state of Nica­
ragua for his information. 

I am, etc., 
JOHN W. FOSTER. 

Mr. Foster to JUr. Shctnnon. 

No. 150.] DEPART:M:EN1' oF STATE, 
lVashington, February 15, 1893. 

SIR: Your No. 270 of 3d ultimo, and 279 of 18th, in the matter of the 
Myers claim against Salvador are received. 

It now appears by your No. 270 (received on the lOth instant), or, 
rather, by its inclosures, that the sum of $2,500, named in your tele-

"'For this inclosure see instructions to the U. S. minister to Great Britain, No.10531 
dated February 81 1893. 
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gram of 11th January, was accepted "as a compensation in full for the 
loss of the property of the U.S. Government and of the private prop­
erty of its conf.0.1l, Mr. Henry R. Myers, as well as for the personal 
sufferings" of the consul referred to. 

You will see that the draft mentioned in your No. 279 is promptly 
forwarded to the Department, which will then collect the money and 
pay to Mr. Myers his proportional part. 

I am, etc., 
JOHN W. FOSTER. 

llfr. Wharton to Mr. Shannon. 

No. 154.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Wa.sh'ington, March 1, 1893. 

SIR: I have received your dispatch, No. 281, of January 19, 1893, 
wherein you ask instructions in regard to the case of Dr. Alberto 
Lacayo, who has applied to you for a passport as a measure of protec­
tion. It appears that Dr. Lacayo is a native of Leon, Nicaragua, 
where he was born February 27, 1857; that he sailed from Colon on or 
about J t,ly 7, 1872; that he resided uninterruptedly in the United 
Str~,tes for a period of seven years, from July 19, 1872, to March, 1879; 
that he was naturalized in the superior court of the city of New York 
on the 27th of September, 1878. His subsequent statement is to the 
effect that he has been several times in the United States for brief 
periods, and that in 1879 he was given a passport by the Department, 
which was renewed in 1886. He last left the United States in the sum­
mer of 1891, and for three months during the year 1890 he was mayor 
of Granada, to which office he was elected, as he states, "against his 
will." 

Dr. Lacayo, from his own showing, has spent but little of his time in 
the United States since his naturalization; is now engaged in busi­
ness as a druggist at Granada, where he has lived since 1879, and has 
since, in 18!JO, been elected to and held office under the local govern­
ment of the city of his present residence. 

It is probable that in accepting office he was required to subscribe 
to an oath to support and defend the constitution of Nicaragua and 
uphold its laws. This seems certainly to imply citizenship, if indeed it 
is not tantamount to a renunciation of his acquired allegiance. 

It is to be regretted that your dispatch does not dwell upon this 
essential feature of his case, which should practically decide it; and 
for the Department's information you will report upon this particular 
point. 

Upon the showing before it the Department does not feel justified in 
authorizing you to issue Dr. Lacayo a passport. In addition to what 
I have here recapitulated his application fails to disclose when he 
intends to return for the purpose of residing- and performing the duties 
of au American citizeu. "Within a few years" is entirely too vague 
and indefinite. Besides, your dispatch states that he is now living 
with his parents and that he proposes to remain with them as long as 
they live. 

I am, etc., 
WILLIAM F. WHARTON, 

Acting Secretary. 
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No. 167.] 

FOREIGN RELATIONS. 

Mr. GYeshnrm to Mr. Shannon. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, JJiarch 18, 1893. 

SIR: I have received your No. 295 of lOth ultimo, and the draft 
therewith for $2,500, paid by Salvador in respect of injury to consular 
property at San Salvador in July 1890, and to Consul H. R. Myers in 
property and in person. 

As I have informed the Ron. Mr. Pickler, the Department will retain 
as payment for the consular property tne sum of $137.25 named in Mr. 
J\iyers's letter of February 4, 1891. 

I am, etc., 

No. 320.] 

W. Q. GRESHAM. 

lffr. Shannon to llfr. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
COS'l'.A. RICA, NICARAGUA AND SALVADOR, 

J.lLanag'ua, March 31, 1893. (Received May 15.) 
SIR: Referring to the Department's No. 154 of the 1st instant, 

directing me to report as to the nature of the oath to which Dr. Alberto 
Lacayo was required to subscribe in accepting the office of alcalde of 
Granada, I have to say that in accordance with article 66 of the con­
stitution of Nicaragua every public official upon assuming the duties , 
of his office is required to take a solemn oath to obey and cause to be 
obeyed the constitution and laws (" cumplir y hacer cumplir lacon­
stitucion y las leyes"). An alcalde, being a public official, takes that 
oath. 

Furthermore, should the office of prefect of department suddenly 
become vacant the first alca1de assumes the duties of that office, accord­
ing to the laws of March 24, 1836, April22, 1836, and July 4, 1851, as 
well as executive decree of August 20, 1857. It may be safely said 
that these laws do not contemplate the possibility of a foreigner serv­
ing as prefect of department. 

Finally, alcaldes are members of the municipal corporation, and since 
according to the laws of J\iay 9, 1853, and March 23, 1886, one must be 
a citizen to be a municipal officer, so one must be a citizen to be an 
alcalde. In fact, the language used in these laws is of the most positive 
character. "Those who are not citizens can not be municipal officers" 
(that is, alcaldes, regidores, etc.). 

I have, etc., 

No.4.] 

RICHARD CUTTS SHANNON. 

Mr. Balcer to Jlfr. Gresham. 

[Extract.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNI'l'ED STATES, 
COSTA HIC .ri, NICARAGUA AND SALVADOR, 

Jlllmag~~a, May 13, 1893. (Received June 13.) 
SIR: I lmYe the honor to report to the Department that, having 

received my tinal iustructions on the 29th of April, I at once took my 
departure for Nicaragua, sailing from New York on the above date via 



CENTRAL AMBRICA. 185 

Colon, Panama, and Corinto, accompanied by two daughters, the 
Misses Anna and Virginia Baker. We arrived at 1\ianagua on the 
evening of May 12, and proceeded at once to the legation, which 
building we found barricaded with sacks of coffee, and :filled with 
American and other foreign citizens and their families, who bad fled 
thither for protection, as the country was in a condition of extreme 
unrest. 

My predecessor, Richard C. Shannon, had left the post about :fifteen 
days prior to my arrival, having left the property of the legation in 
the hands of the U. S. consul, Mr. William Newell. About the time of 
his departure a rebellion against the Government broke out, the head­
quarters of which seemed to be in and near the city of Granada. It 
was believed to be formidable in both the numbers and the character 
of its adherents. Serious alarm existed among the inhabitants of 
this city, which was greatly stimulated by the wild behavior in the 
chief hotel during the dinner hour of a man, Mr. Bianca by name, 
who suddenly lost his reason. Unfortunately this man being a foreign 

. citizen, owing allegiance to the French Government, :fired his :first 
shot at a Mr. Rivas, a most estimable and popular citizen, and a 
strong supporter of the legitimate Government, killing him. This 
act was misinterpreted by the excited populace as a hostile demon­
stration by the foreign citizens toward the Government, and came 
near plunging the people of the city into a serious riot. The madman, 
often rushing in frenzied manner, and firing his deadly weapons at ran­
dom through the great dining ball which was filled with people at din­
ner, and through the corridors, breaking into the private rooms of the 
hotel, wound up the wretched tragedy by killing himself. 

The excited feeling toward the foreign residents thus suddenly and 
innocently, so tar as either the citizens of this Republic or the foreign­
ers themselves were concerned, seemed to justify the U.S. consul, Mr. 
Newel1, in tendering such protection as the legation and the residence 
attached thereto might afford to the Americans and others and their 
families. · 

By the time of my arrival this excited condition of the public mind 
bad measurably subsided. Yet it was deemed best for 15uch of our 
fellow-citizens as could be accommodated to remain in the building 
with us. There seems to be no reason for apprehending trouble from 
those under control of either the Government or of the revolution, but 
an unlicensed mob might break out at some stage of this contest, when 
neither the person or property of any nationality would be safe. 

I am, etc., 

No.6.] 

LEWIS BAKER. 

Mr. Gresham to Jlfr. Baker. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, May 17, 1893. 

Srn: I have received Mr. Shannon's No. 320, of March 31 last, in 
further reference to the application of Dr. Alberto Lacayo for a United 
States passport. 

The nature of the oath taken by Dr. Lacayo, when accepting the 
office of alcalde of Granada, appears to be conclusive against the issu· 
ance of a passport. 

I am, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 
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FOREIGN RELATIONS. 

JJir. Balcer to JJir. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF TIIE UNITED STATES, 
COSTA RICA, NICARAGUA AND SALVADOR, 

1l1anagua, JJiay 23, 1893. (Received July 6.) 
SIR: I have to report to you a very sad condition of affairs in tbis 

Republic. For some months a conspiracy had been forming for the 
avowed purpose of overturning the established Government and install­
ing the members of the conspiracy in control. The fact was no secret, 
only the acts were hidden so far as possible. It was well known that 
the 4th of May had been agreed upon as the day for the outbreak; but 
at what points the blows were to be struck and who were to lead in the 
revolution was not known. But some of the details of the proposed 
emeute in the army becoming prematurely public, the blow was struck 
on the 28th of April by the delivery to the enemy of the military gar­
risons at Granada, San Juan del Sur, Rivas, San Carlos, and other 
points in the east and southern portion of the Republic, while the 
soldiers at Managua, Leon, and the masses of the people inhabiting the 
more westerly departments remained loyal to the Government. Five 
of the twelve departments, which embrace in large part the wealthiest 
and most intelligent sections of the Republic, are in rebellion. It is 
due to the truth of the history which is here being made to record the 
fact that the foreign residents of the Republic are almost, if not quite 
unanimously, in sympathy with the ruims of the revolutionists. This 
has made my situation the more delicate. I have, on every ptoper 
occasion, expressed myself in no uncertain terms, as being in full 
accord with the established Government; and I have lost no oppor­
tunity to impress upon citizens owing allegiance to the United States 
their duty toward the government which gives them protection. 

Several skirmishes have been fought at a bcwranca about 2 miles 
from M asaya, a deep cut in the railroad leading to Managua, which the 
revolutionists have fortified with 4 cannon behind earthen breast­
works. On the 19th instant the Government attempted to capture this 
important position, but after a brisk fig·ht lasting several hours, and 
the loss on the side of the Government of many killed and wounded, 
the attacking party withdrew. 

The foreign residents of the city with great promptness, energy, and 
liberality organized themselves into a society of the Red Cross, hired 
a large building well suited for hospital purposes, filled it with beds, 
the ladies making the necessary sheets, pillowcases, and changes of 
clothing for the sufferers, and within five hours from the inception of 
the movement they wore receiving the wounded and dying. No trained 
nurses were to be had, therefore all the labor as well as the responsi­
bility fell upon onr own volunteer fellow-citizens. A number of the 
native ladies, however, most generously gave valuable assistance to the 
noble cause. 

In view of the formidable character of the revolution, and the destruc­
tion of life and property that must ensue, many citizens both native 
and foreign have solicited with much earnestness the tender on behalf 
of your minister of hi~:-~ good offices as a friendly mediator between the 
contending parties. After much reflection, and after having received 
personal assurances fi'om the President that such a tender would be 
agreeable, I addressed. to him, on the 2.3d instant, the accomp~tnying 
paper (inclosure No. 1). I also transmit his reply, with translation 
(inclosure No. 2). 

It had. been my purpose to start this morning for Masaya, the Presi-
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dent having furnished a passport and a special train for myself and 
suite, for the purpose, but an unfortunate incident affecting members 
of the Red Cross Society occurred, an account of which is detailed in 
inclosures Nos. 3, 4, and 5. 

Having suceeeded in adjusting this matter in a manner which will 
assure me the implicit confidence of this Government to-day, I will 
proceed to Masaya and Granada at an early lwur to-morrow morning, 
accompanied by l\fr. J. F. 1\fediua, a gentleman of culture, sense, and 
large means, a native of Uentral America, an adopted citizen of the 
United States, a banker in Paris and in several of these States. I 
shall also be accomprmied by Mr. William Newell, the U. S. consul 
at this city, who has a large personal acquaintance with the leading 
men of this country. 

I am, etc., 
LEWIS BAKER. 

[Inclosure 1 in No.8.] 

M1·. Balcer to P1·esiclent Sacasa. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
JJfanagua., May 22, 1893. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The unhappy state of revolution in which I have found yonr 
country has been to me, personally, as it '.Vill have been for my Government, a canse 
of regret and sorrow, ns the American people and our Government would wish for 
your beautiful countr,y the continued blessings of peace. 

The consequences of-the present state of things ha-ve been sadly brought home to 
ns by the nnmbcr of womH.led soldiers who have come back to the capital, aud in 
conjunction with other foreigners I and my family have tried to bring assistance to 
the unfortunate by the establishment of a foreign hospital which is doing all it cau 
for the alleviation of the suffering. 

To-(lay there seems to be a breathing spell in the deadly struggle and I ask myself 
if, at this juncture, the tender of my friencll.v sen·ices as mediator between the con­
tending parties might not be a menus of uriuging u,bout a cessation of this nnl.Ju,ppy 
war and be conc1ncive to bringing back to your country peace and prosperity. 
If such services would be acceptable to you, in a spirit of broad humanity and 

patriotism by which I am sure you are animated, I ·would express a willingness to 
proceed to Masaya u,nd endeavor to see if it is possible to find a basis for an honomule 
settlement without further bloodshed u,nd devastu,tion. 

\Vith assurances of sincere personal esteem, etc., 
LEWIS BAKER. 

[Inclosure No.2 in No. B.-Translation.] 

P1·esiclent Sacasa to M1·. Baker. 

NATIONAJJ PALACE, 
Managua, May 22, 1893. 

Mr. MINISTER: I have received yonr important dispatch of this date, which I have 
studied with clue attention, taking into consideration the circumstances through 
whieh we pass. 

I am aggrieved by the state of calamities that their regular conducL of certain 
men, who by their position should be the most respectful to the lawful authority, 
forces us to witness. 

My Government, obeying the laws and animated by the best ideas for the pros­
perity of the country, has not failed to use every means coudncive to give 1)rotection 
to all the Nicaraguans and to better onr elements of prosperity. 

Trusting in the uprightness of these views, I have given my attention to the 
betterment of the country only, studying everything necessary to reach that end. 

\Vhile doing this administrative work, the surrender of the gn.rrison at Granada 
occurs, a:1d with tbat betrayal the occnrrences ·which your excellency, as wen as 
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every civilized person regrets, becanse the serious consequences have paralyzed the 
geneTal prosperity :mel business of the Republic. 

In my position as rn1er of the nation, nothing would be more pleasing than to 
have this deplorable state of things ended, for my hope is to hn,ve peace, based upon 
the respect due to the lawfully constituted authority. 

The noble sentiments ofyour excellency relative to the cessation of this unfortnnate 
state of affa,irs ftre worthy of your elevated station and views. My Government 
applauds such dispositions, and has no hesitancy in rerortiug to you that if you 
wish to go to Masaya to start work conducive to tlie establishment of peace, har­
monized with the legitimate respect clue to the authority and to the dignity of tlte 
chief magistrate of the Republic, it would be very gratifying that your excellency 
rc:wh snch patriotic end. 

As a ruler of the nation I think the conservation of peace one of my principal 
duties; and it is on this account that I give all the orders tending to soon reestabHsh 
the empire of the law. 

With the highest consideration, etc., 
ROBERTO SACASA. 

[Inclosm·e 3 in No. 8.-Translation.] 

Sciio1· Bravo to 1llr. Balm·. 

MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIR.S, 
Manag11a, 11:fay 2/3, 1893. 

Mr. MINISTER: Mr. Frederick K. Morris has reported to the President of the 
Republic, that tho locomotive which was put at the service of the hospital of the 
"Reel Cross," established by foreigners in this city, under the presidency of your 
excellency, is in the enemy's encampment. 

The said locomotive was delivered to Mr. Morris becanse he asked for it with the 
object of going to pick up the wounded who hacl not been bro~1ght to the hospital. 

The confidence which the honorable cbamcter of the persons who form the 
Society of the H.ed Cross inspires, their position as foreiguers, and being presided 
over by your excellency, minister plenipotentiary of the United States, was suf­
ficient to put the locomotive at the disposition of Mr. Morrit> with the certainty that 
it would come back to this capital. 

It has then been a surprise to the General-President to hear the report of Mr. 
Morris, viz, tlla.t the locomotive remained in the han us of the enemy and that he had 
to come back to the city on foot. 

Your excellency made it known to the minister of fomento tha.t Mr. Mo'rris was an 
authorized agent of the Red Cross, which made him believe that the enemies would 
respect its neutrality and all the elements which are at its service for the purpose of 
fulf-illing its ltumanitarian ends. 

As your excellency will well understand, the mattor to which we refer is to my 
Government, under the circllmstances, of great importance, and for this reason can 
not be disregarded. The Government trusts that your excelleucy will make all the 
necessary exertions so that the locomotive he returned; allll all the more as the 
honor of the Society of the Red Cross is involved. 

For the reasons expressed I ltave received instructions from the General-President 
to address your excellency, so that in view of what has happened you may be 
pleased to proceed in conformity with our right in the premises. 

It is gratifying to me to subscribe myself of your excellency, etc., 
JORGE BRAVO. 

[Inclosure 4 in No.8.) 

M1·. Baker to P1·csiclent Sacasa. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Managna, ]fay 23, .1893. 

ESTEEMED SIR: After learning of the unfortunate occurrence last evening, viz, 
the desertion by the Government engineer to the revolutionists with a locomotive 
engine which drew the train to wllich a car had been attached to convoy a number 
of the members of the Red Cross Society to the late battlefield on a mission of mercy, 
I say, after hearing of this incident, I deemed it best that I remain in the city 
to-day in order to investigate fully and impartially the facts attending th!l affah-. 
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This course I deemed t.be more imperative in view of the expressed feeling in some 
quarters that this Society was in some wa .. v responsible for the loss of the eugine. 

Protesting for myself absolute good faith towards the established Government of 
Nicaragua, I can not be otherwise than sensi tivo when even a breath of snRpicion is 
felt in any quarter of the perfect good faith of those with whom both myself and 
my daughters have become associated in this work of mercy in which much patient 
labor amlmoney is Yoluutarily expended. 

You nmst comprehencl that the insinnation that I and those associated with me 
had acted with duplicity woundeu me deeply; and you can readily understand that 
I regard it as my first and highest duty to have a most thorough and impartial 
investigatiou of this whole afl'air. 

If this can be accomplished to-day, I will gladly go to Masaya, or to Granada if 
need be, to-morrow morning on an errand of peace, an<l cluringtl1at visit I shall use 
my best and most earnest efforts to have the engiue returned to its rightful owners. 

With sentiments of high personal esteem, I beg to subscribe myself, etc., 
LEWIS BAKER. 

[Inclosure 5 in No. B.-Translation. 

P1·esident Sacasa tq, Mr. Baker. 

NATIONAL PALACE, 
Managua, ]fay 23, 1893. 

ESTEEMED Sm: I have read your imporbant commanication of this elate, relative 
to the occurrence of the locomotive engine which caused a postponement of your 
excelleney's trip to Masaya and Granada. 

My Government reeognizes your excellency's honorable and highly patriotic views 
and therefore it has not doubted a moment the integrity and good faith of those who 
compose the Society of the Reel Cross with which your excellency and your daughters 
have associated yourselves. 

Your excellency mnst not mind the interpretations which are made in some 
quarters; for your excellency knows very well that they always j uclge what hap­
pens by the impressions they receive, which, in the majority of cases, as in tho pres­
ent one, do not rest on a fixed basis. 

I trust that the incident of the locomotive will be resolved in a favorable manner 
to my Government, according to tbe justice which it has; and that your excellency 
lency will do whatever the actual facts may call for. 

With t.he hignest consideration, I remain, etc. 
ROBEltTO SACASA. 

1J1r. Balcer to Mr. Gresharn. 

No.lO.] LEGA'l'ION OF 1'HE UNITED STATES. 
COSTA RICA, NICARAGUA AND SALVADOR, 

Manag~~a, May 31, 1893. (Received July 6.) 
SIR: I have the honor to report to your excellency further upon the 

condition of public affairs in the Republic of Nicaragua. In a preced­
ing dispatch, No. 8, dated May 23, I mentioned my agreement, at the 
urgent request of many foreign citizens as well as the solicitation of 
public men on both sides of the military lines, to act as a mediator 
between the Government and those in rebellion against its authority. 

Accordingly on the morning of the 24th instant, at 6 o'clock, I started 
from this city for Granada, the capital of the revolutionists, at which 
point they have set up all the machinery of a ci il government, which 
is presided over and directed by a junta composed of three citizens of 
high character and intelligence, viz, Gen. J oaquim Zavala, Eduardo 
Montiel, and Santos Zelaya. 

I arrived after a hard ride, much of it on horseback as the railroad 
track has been destroyed by the military. To add to the discomfort the 
heat was intense and for three hours while in the saddle the rain poured 
in torrents. I was accompanied by Mr. William Newell, the U.S. consul 
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at this city~ J\1r. H. E. Low, the vice-consul, and Mr. J. F. Medina, the 
latter a native of Central America but an adopted citizen of the United 
States. His wide acquaintance, general intelligence, the high respect 
in which he seems to be held by the leading men on both sides, and 
his fine social qualities combined to make him a most agreeable travel­
ing companion and valuable assistant in the proposed negotiation. 

During the two and a half clays which we remained we ha.d several 
conferences with the members of the junta and such of their military 
officers and distinguished citizens as they cared to call into their coun­
cils. They were all polite and profnse in protestations of their desire 
for the peace and prosperity of Nicaragua, but they were firm in their 
assertion that these desirable objects could be attained only by a change 
in the administration of the Government; and they were equally firm 
in the expression of their belief that the great majority of the people of 
the country not only were in full sympathy with the views lleJd by them, 
but were full of enthusiasm in the cause of the revolution; that their 
armies were more powerful and better handled than were those of the 
Government; that they would certainly be triumphant in the field and 
that at an early day; and, therefore, while desiring peace, prospf-lrity, 
and good order, they would yield nothing in order to gain these desira­
ble ends except a guaranty of protection to the lifo and property of 
President Sacasa if he would promptly abdicate. No compromise 
seemed possible. Nothing short of the complete abdication by the 
Government and the handing over of all power to the revolutionists. 

On my return to Nicaragua I had a lengthy conference with the 
PresWent. I found him in a reasonable and conciliatory frame of mind. 
I conveyed to him the kind. impressions toward him personally indulged 
in by the revolutionists; and I explained to him their professi ~ns of a 
desire for peace. \Vhile I had no authority from them for saying tbat 
they would meet a commission from the government by commissioners 
from themselves,yotiwouldadvise him to authorize me toexpresstotbem 
the willingness of the Government to refer all differences between them 
to a commission with full powers to arrange an honorable peace. This · 
proposition the President patriotically acceded to, and I prepared and 
promptly forwarded by special messenger to the members of the junta 
(inclosure herewith, marked No. 1), a cppy of which I sent to the 
President. 

The junta accepted the terms set forth in the letter, advising me of 
their action on the forenoon of the 29th. On my notifying the Presi­
dent of this fact, he appointed the three commissioners to act on the 
part of the Government. (See inclosures Nos. 4 and 5.) 

By request of the President I accompanied his commissioners, taking 
with me Mr. Medina, on a special train to Sabana Grande, where the 
commissioners from the junta met us. 

After calling the members of the commission to order, having read 
to them in Spanish my letter which formed the basis of the agreement 
for the creation of the commission, and having impressed upon them 
the magnitude of t.he duties devolving upon them as patriotic citizens 
and statesmen, and cocdially thanldng them and the respective appoint­
ing powers for the ready and courteous responses made to my offers as 
a peace mediator, I withdrew. 

The commission first tendering me a cordial vote of thanks for my 
efforts in favor of peace, unanimously asked me to preside over their 
deliberations. * * * I asked in most deferential language to be 
excused from the honor, giving as reasons my lack of familiarity with 
their laws, modes of procedure, customs, habits of thought, language, 
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etc., but I was overruled. Mr. Medina was named as honorary secre­
tary and the serious work began. The proceedings and the conclusions 
are set forth in the protocol, marked iuclosure No. 11. 

On the 30th instant I caLled you as follows: 
SABANA GHANDE.(via Masaya and San Juan del Sur). 

GRESHAM, 
Washington: 

Ma.y 30, 1893. 

Peace commissjon, composed of three revolutionists and three for Government, 
American ministeT presiding, jn session here. 

BAKER. 

The sessions lasted three days. The discussions were, as a rule, in 
excellent temper, and much learnjng and ability were disphtyed. ..Every 
effort was patriotically made to :find a basis of permanent peace, and 
so far as I have been able to gather public sentiment, I believe a fair 
SLiccess has been achieved. The people of Nicaragua are naturally a 
peace-loving, well-meaning people. They are neither turbulent nor 
restless. The country Las enjoyed a long period of peace, and during 
the recent years its prosperity has been great and general. This pros­
perity has been interrupted by the recent military disturbance, and the 
people have felt the business paralysis keenly. All classes so warlike 
yesterday, now that peace seems in sight, welcome its coming with joy, 
and they exhibit many signs of gratitude toward those who were chiefly 
instrumental in bringing it about. 

I have, etc. 
LEWIS BAKER. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 10.] 

M1·. Baker to Gens. Montiel, Zavala, and Zelaya. 

LEGATION OF THI<~ UNITED STATES, 
Managua, M-ay .27, 1893. 

GENTLEMEN: After my conversation with yourselves on the subject of bringing 
back to your distracted country the blessings of peace, I have conferred with Presi­
dent Sacasa and I iind that he, animated, as well as yourselves, with the desire of 
coming to a peaceful settlement, has agreeu to the following: 

The President to appoint three commissioners and you gentlemen to appoint 
three; these commissioners to meet in convention at Sabana Grande on Monday next 
at 12 o'clock noon. 

A condition of the sitting of such a commission of peace wouhl be that a suspen­
sion of hostilities would be agreed upon between the parties from 6 o'clock on Mon­
day morning until6 o'clock on Wednesday morning, in so far as the commencing of 
an attack by any division of either army is concerned. 

This conrlition is based upon the sound reason that a peace conference could not 
be otherwise than seriously dh;turbed by the sounds of clashing a.rmies, reports of 
successes and defeats, the groans of the wounded allCl dying. 

The question of any longer armistice wHl be in the hands of the commissionJ as 
will be the question of terms of peace. 

Gentlemen, by your acceptance of this proposal, made by me in the cause of 
humanity and of the good of your country, I hope that the result will be to stop 
bloodsheu and devastation. 

Without going into details, which would not be my mission to discuss, the pro­
fessions which I have heard on both sides and tbe spirit which has been shown to 
me by both parties lead me to believe that an understanding can l.Je arrived at if 
the contending parties should appoint the commission proposed. 

Of course this commission will be composed of men of standing, patriotism, and 
be animated with the patriotic desire of bringing back happiness and prosperity to 
tho Republic of Nicaragua, a country which has l.Jeen pointed to .. with pride by all 
civilized nations as presenting a model of good government to all its neighbors of 
Central and South America. 

Trusting that this suggestion will meet your appTobation, and that you will so 
notify me by wire from your most convenient station and also by the bearer, 

I am, gentlemen, etc., 
LEWIS BAKER. 
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[Inclosure 2 in No. 10-Translation.] 

Gens. Montiel, Zavala, and Zelaya, to M1'. Balcer. 

GI{ANADA, May 28, 1893. 
SIR:· Regarding the communication of ,.our excellency, dated yesterday, and our 

telegram and dispatch of to-day, with the object of complying with what we prom­
ised to your excel1ency, we have named commissioners Messrs. Dr. Franco Alva­
rez, 0. Cesar, Asc. P. Rivas, to go to-morrow to Sahana Grancle to confer with the 
commissioners of Dr. Roberto Saca.sa about the basis of a settlement of peace. 

Our commissioners will be, as it has been agreed, at lhe appointed place to-morrow 
at 12 o'clock noon, and will have due instructions for the fulfillment of their errand. 

Trusting that your excellency will present to our commissioners, in their position, 
to the other party, we protest once more our r~gard and we subscribe ourselves, 

Yours, attentively, 

[Inclosure 3 in No. 10-Translation.) 

EDUARDO MONTIEL. 
JOAQUIJ\1 ZAVALA. 
J. S. ZELAYA. 

Gens. Montiel, Zavala, and Zelaya to Mr. Bakm·. 

GRANADA, May 28, 1893. 
SIR: We have had the honor of receiving- your excellency's polite communication, 

elated yesterday, in which yon lay before us your humanitarian offices with the object 
of bringing Lack the blessings of peace to our country; and you propose us ::m armis­
tice, which must begin to-morrow at 6 a.m. and end next "'Wednesday at the same 
hour, so that a conference may be held between the commissioners on tlte pal't of Dr. 
Sacasa and three on our part, which conference will meet in Sabana Grande to-mor­
row at 12 o'clock noon, in order to discuss the basis of a settlement. 

We have already had tho honor to answer your excellency by telegraph, accept­
ing, fully, what you have proposed to us about the armistice as well as the 
conference of peace; and in confirming now onr telegram, we comply with the dnty 
of ex1wessillg to you our gratitude for your efforts to save Nicaragua from further 
suffering the fatal consequences of civil war, and for your kincl words about our 

"' COUntry. 
Wishing that your noble offices, worthy of the great American nation, be crowned 

with the best success, we subscribe ourselves, etc., 

[Inclosure 4 in No. 10- Translation.] 

Seitor Sacasa to M1·. Baker. 

EDUAHDO MONTIEL. 
JOAQUIN ZAVALA, 
J. S. ZELAYA. 

MANAGUA, May 29, 1893. 
Mr. MINISTER: In reply to your favor ofto-day, I have the pleasure to report to 

you that I have already appointed the commissioners which are to go to Sabana 
Grande, viz, Dr. Modesto Barrios, Dr. Jose Franco Aguilar, and Col. Don Hipolito 
Saballos. 

Thanking your excellency for your courtesy, etc., 
RonEnTo SACASA. 

[Inclosure 5 in No. 10- Translation.) 

Senor Saoasa to Senores 1Jar1'ios, .Aguilar, and Saballo1. 

MANAGUA, May 29, 1893. 
·with the important object of responding to the honorable mediation of his 

excellency, the American minister, Mr. Lewis Baker, in order that our disgraceful 
civil war may cease, you have been appointed by my Govemment to immediately 
go to Sabana Grande to attend the conferences for the settlement of peace, acting 
in accordance to the instrnctions which I inclose you herewith. 

With the greatest consideration, etc., 
ROBERTO SACASA. 
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[Inclosure 6 in No. 10-Translation.] 

Senor Bmvo to M1'. Baker. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Managua, May 31, 1893. 

Mr. MINISTER: To-day the following decree has been issued: 

THE GOVERNMENT 

Finding the preceding agreement in accordance with the instructi.c:ms given to the 
commissioners, Messrs. Dr. Don Modesto Barrios, Don Jose l!'rancisco Aguilar, and 
Gen. Hipolito Saballos, jr., 

'fo approve it in all its parts. 
Be it published. 
Managua, May 31, 1893. 

DECREES: 

SACASA, 
The Ministm· of Foreign A:ffai1·s, 

Provisionally in Cha1·ge of the Depa1·tment of State. 
BRAVO. 

Which I have the l10nor to transcribe to your excellency for your information. 
And I have the pleasure, etc. 

JORGE BRAVO. 

[Inclosure 7 in No. 10-Telegram-T'ranslation.] 

MANAGUA, June 1, 1893. 
To the Co1n1nissionm·s of the S1tpreme Government D1· Modesto Ba1Tios, Don Jose Fnm­

ciHco Aguilar, and Don Hipolito'Saballos, jt·.: 
The agreement of peace agreefl upon yesterday at Sabana Grande has als'o been 

approved on the part of the revolutwnary junta. 
F. AVVAREZ, 
OCTA VIANO CESAR, 
AscENSION P. RIVAS. 

[Inclosure 8 in No.10.-Telegram.-Translation.] 

Gens. Montiel, Zavala, and Zelaya to M1·. Bakc1·. 

MASAYA, May 31, 1893.-2:50 p.m. 
Nicaragua enjoys again to-day the blessings of peace, due in a large measure to 

your generous mediation and to the Ito ble effort with which you worked in order that 
it might take effect. We protest to you in the name of our country our obligation, 
assuring you that with this event you have conquered for the American people and 
Government a new bond of friendship and flympathy on the parL of the Nicaraguans. 

[Inclosure 9 in No.lO.-Telegram.] 

EDUARDO MONTIEL. 
JOAQUIN ZAVALA. 
J. S. ZELAYA. 

M1·. Balcer to Gens. Mont,iel, Zavala, and Zelaya. 

SABANA GRANDE, May 31-4 o'clock p. m. 
I most sincerely thank you for the kind terms in which you are pleased to refer to 

my Government and to my modest efforts to serve the best interests of the people 
of Nicaragua. And I warmly congratulate the people of this Republic and of the 
cause of good government everywhere on the patriotic and self-sacrificing spirit dis-
played by yourselves. . 

~EWlS BUER. 
FR-13 
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[Inclosure 10 in No. 10.] 

Mr. Baker to Seiio1· Bmvo. 

HoNORF.:D SIR: I beg the high privilege and honor of extending to yon a.nd through 
you to your distinguished and accomplished chief, the President, General Dr. Roberto 
Sacasa, and your colleagues in the Government, for the highly patriotic course you 
have all shown during your country's crisis. Especially do I commend the stateR­
manship, patriotism, and self-sacrifice exhibited by his excellency, the President. 

I further desire to bear testimony to thH patience, good temper, and ct>nsideration 
exhibited by all the commissioners in the discussion of the many delicate questions 
which came up for decision, and to their enlightened patriotism. 
Th~ good opinion which I and my countrymen have held of the people of Nica­

ragua as a peace-loving, patriotic, and enlightened people devoted to the develop­
ment of her great and valuable resources, has been immensely enhanced by what 
we have passed through during the last few days. The elevated action of your lead­
ing citizens, fully indorsed no doubt by the masses, will receive the aumiration and 
applause of the civilized nations of the earth. 

With sentiments of the highest respect, etc., 
LEWIS llAl{ER. 

·[Inclosure 11 in No. 10.-Translation.] 

Organization of the NicaTaguan Peace Commission. 

l''IRST DAY. 

Commission of peace held in the village of Sabana Grande, on the 29th day of 
May, 1893, Messrs. Dr. D. Modesto Barrios, Dr. D. :Francisco Aguila, and Col. 
Hipolito Saballos, jr., being present as commissioners of the supreme Government 
of the Republic, aud Messrs. Ascencion P. Rivas, Dr. Francisco Alvarez, aud Octa­
viano Cesar as commissioners of the junta of the re"olutionary Government. Hav­
ing examined their respective credentials and found them t.o be correct, the 
commission was declared to be inaugurated, in the presence of the U. S. miuister, 
Mr. Lewis Baker. 

The Hon. Mr. Baker spoke, in order to express his obligation for the promptness 
with which tl1e two contending parties in the unfortunate and warlike struggle in 
which the country was found on his arrival had responded to his offers of mediation. 
He said that, having succeeded in bringing together the two parties in a spirit of 
union and peace, his mission was now at ~n end. It only remained for him to wish 
the best success for the work of the commission. 

Dr. Barrios arose and, in the name of his colleagues, gave thanks to the minister 
for his mediation in order to ohtain the pacilication of the Republic. 

Mr. Rivas expressed the same sentiment, and he, as well as Dr. Barrio~:~, requested 
the minister not to consider his mission ended, but to continue assisting the confer­
ences with his advice, and to accept the position of honorary president of the com-
mission. .. 

Mr. Barrios proposed also that Mr. J. F. Medina be appointed honorary secretary 
and, his nomination being accepted by the other commissioners, the minister, a~:~ 
well as Mr. Medina occupied their respective places. 

Dr. Alvarez, in the name of his commission, said that notwithstanding the per­
sonal qualities with which Dr. Sacasa is eudowed, they believe that his retirement 
from power was, under the circumstances, necessary for the reestablishment of 
peace. 

Dr. Barrios said that President Sacasa, aboundiug in sentiments of tl1e most 
elevated patriotism, does not wish in anyway that his remaining in power should 
be an obstacle to the reestablishment of peace, a11d that be is willing to resign 
power, but, as it must be done in conformity to the constitution, it would ue neces­
sary to call Cm1gress together in order that he may present his resignation. 

Mr. Rivas said that the reasonings which Dr. Banios just expressed would be in 
order if the country was found in normal circumstances, but, after the events which 
have placed the country in an abnormal state, he believes that Dr. Sacasa would 
commend his name very highly, and would contrilmte to the object of this confer­
ence if, disregarding this legal form, he should decide to resign the power. 

Dr. Barrios said that, in his judgment, the President is not authorized to resign 
the power in a form different from that establish~d by the constitution, even tho11gh 
the circqmstaJlC~& be abnormal, ~nQ. that tlle ffesident can scarcely disre~ard tlle~ 
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provisions of the constitution even to accomplish so noble a purpose as the estab­
lishment of peace. He would not be justified in following a bad precedent rather 
than to follow a written law. 

Mr. Barrios appealed to the patriotism of the commissioners to look for a means 
of obtaining the result they wish, but respecting the constitution 

After a long discussion, Dr. Alvarez proposed that the conference be continued to­
morrow at 12 o'clock noon. 

SECOND DAY. 

Saban a Gramle peace commission reassembled at 12 o'clock, noon, the 30th day of 
May, 1893. The protocol of the session of the day before was read, and the honorary 
president opened again the discussion of the objects of the present conference. 

Mr. Barrios repeated his appeal to the patriotism of the commissioners of the revo­
lution in order that they present a proposition which might save the situation of 
the countrv. 

Dr. Alvarez moved that Dr. Sacasa resign the power in favor of Mr. Vicente Qua­
dra or of Mr. Santiago Morales, separating the military command from the Presidency 
and with the condition that said military command be devolved upon Gen. Eduardo 
Mon-tiel. 

Dr. Barrios, in the name of his colleagues, said that the former proposal could not 
be accepted on account of being unconstitutional, because the proposed gentlemen 
were not senators, and because the separation proposed was also unconstitutional; and 
further, because in the past a similar experiment in the way of separating the civil 
from the military power of the President had resulted in disturbances. 

Dr. Barrios continued, and proposed the following: The deposit of the power in 
any of the following senators: Mr. S. Machado, Mr. L.A. Aguilar, Mr. E. Arana, Mr. 
J. Chaves, Mr. T. Tigerino, Mr. J. F. Aguilar, Mr. Santiago Arguello, Mr. F. M. 
Lacayo, Mr. J. Bravo, Mr. H. Saballos, jr., Mr. S. Avilez, Mr. J. J. Barcenas, Mr. 
F. Sanchez, Mr. M. Zuniga, Mr. C. Zuniga, Mr. S. Montealegre, Mr. S. Noguera. 

Dr. Alvarez, referring to the constitutional point, said that, not to enter into 
recriminations, he had abstained from stating that the main motive of the l'evoln­
tion was that its promoters thought that Dr. Sacasa had, in many of his acts, totally 
violated the constitution, and that for this l'eason they do not accept as a basis of 
discussion anything that is prescribed in a constitution which they consider violated. 

Regarding the persons proposed by Dr. Barrios, the commissioners will go to 
Masaya to consult. 

At this point Dr. Barrios amplified his proposition with the following details: A 
gradual disarming; a mixed cabinet; to call a constitutional convention within six 
months to reform the constitution; mutual payment of expenses of war, and recog­
nition of military degrees upon the same footing; reciprocal amnesty and uncondi­
tional and ample guarantee to everybody. This amplification was also referred to 
the Government at Managua as well as to the junta at Masa.ya. 

After having suspended the session for some time, Dr. Alvarez sta.ted that his com­
mission accepts the proposals with the following modifications: First, that the time 
for calling the constitutional convention be reduced to four months; second, wish­
ing to finish this matter in the most harmonious possible way, we wish to leave to 
PresidentSaca.Fia the task ofnamingofthe person to whom the power is to beresigned 
from tbe fo1lowing four taken from the list presented by the Government commission­
ers: Mr. Salvador Machado, Mr. :Bleodoro Arana, Mr. Francisco Mateo Lacayo, and 
Mr. Hipolito Saballos, jr.; third, that lihe junta appoint three out of the four min­
isters which will compose the cabinet, being understood that all the resolutions of 
any kind whatsoever must be adopted by a majority, inclusive of the vote of the 
President; fourth, neither the President nor any of the members of his cabinet may 
be elected preshlent for the first constitutional period. 

Mr. Barrios expressed in the name of the Governmeut commission that the Presi­
dent, being animated with the best desire of reestablishing peace and harmony 
between the Nicaraguans, accepts the modifications proposed. 

With this understanding both commissions agreed to meet to-morrow at the hour 
they may appoint by telegraph, and the armistice is consequently continued until 
Thursday morning, at 6, to enter into the consequent details of the stipulation. At 
this moment they agreed to meet to-morrow at 10 o'clock, in Saba.na Grande. 

It was resolved by bouh commissions to give a special vote of thanks to Minister 
Raker and to Mr. Francisco Medina for their assistance in this delicate question, 
which, through their mediation, has been ended with so happy result. 

THIRD DAY. 

The comrmss10ners of the supreme GoYernment of the Republic, Messrs. Dr. 
Modesto Barrios~ Jose Francisco A~uilarl and Gen. Hipolito S~ballos~ Jr.~ ~~q 
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those of the junta of the revolutionary government, Messrs. Dr. Francisco Alvarez, 
Col. Ascencion P. Rivas, and Octaviano Cesar, assembled at Sabana Grande the 
31st day of May, 1893, under the honorary presidency of Mr. Lewis Baker, envoy 
extraordinary and minister plenipotell'tiary of the United States, with Mr. Jose 
Franci~Jco Medina, former minister of Nicaragua in France, as honorary seeretary 
with the important object of treating about the basis for the reestablishment of 
peace in the Republic, after exchanging their respective credentials and finding 
them in due form they have agreed upon the following treaty of peace: 

ARTICLE 1st. 

The President of the Republic, Dr. Roberto Sacasa, will deposit the power in 
Senator Salvador Machado the 1st of June of this current year at 12 o'clock. 

ARTICLE 2d. 

The cabinet will be organized with three gentlemen appointed by the junta of 
the revolutionary government and the other by President Machado, which cabinet 
will be inaugurated the 2d of June. The President and the ministers will dis­
tribute the offices. 

ARTICLE 3d. 

Each of the members of the cabinet organized according to the former article 
will have deliberative and decisive vote in all the resolutions of the Government of 
any kind whatsoever, whether administrative or military, inclusive of those of 
military command, and they will be adopted by majority of votes, counting that of 
the President. 

ARTICLE 4th. 

The President, as well as the cabinet, will be immovable until the country be 
organized by the constitutional convention, which will be called within four 
months from the date of the present treaty. Nei~er the President or his secre­
taries may be elected President for the first constitutional period. 

ARTICLE 5th. 

The disarming of the troops of the Government, as well as those of the revolution, 
will be effected by the new Government. The expensrs of war on both sides will 
be recognized and paid upon the same footing; the military degrees will also be 
recognized. 

ARTICLE 6th. 

There will be mutual amnesty and ample and unconditional guaranty for every­
body. 

ARTICLE 7th. 

'fhe troops of the two sides will continue occupying their respective positions 
until the inauguration of the new Government, for whitth purpose the hour of 
twelve o'clock noon of the 2d day of June is appointed und this armistice is pro­
rogued until that day andhour, when it is declared that the Republic begins to (1njoy 
the benefits of peace. 

ARTICLE 8th. 

In case of absolute absence of President Machado, Messrs. Francisco M. Lacayo, 
E. Arana, and H. Saba1los, jr., will succeed him in order. 

In case of absolute absence of any of the ministers appointed by the revolutionary 
junta the absent one will be succeeded by the person appointed by the remaining 
ministers of the same source, and if the Minister appointed by President Machado 
should retire the latter wi1l name the person who must succeed him. 

The minister of the United States interposes in the agreement his official media­
tion and his moral guaranty for the goo<l faith in the complia.nce by both sides. 

LEWIS BAKER., 
Hon. P1·esident. 

OCTA VIANO CESAR, 
F. ALVAREZ, 
JOSE FRANCO AGUILAR, 
MODESTO BARRIOS, 
AscENCION P. RivAs, 
~~ SABAq:.osf J~~ 
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Managua, J~tne 1, 1893. (Received July 6.) 
SIR: I have tht3 honor to report further on the condition of political 

affairs in this country. To-day at 12 o'clock I was a witness to the 
change in the presidency of this Republic by the resignation of Dr. 
Roberto Sacasa and the inauguration of Salvador Machado. As will 
be seen by reference to protocol and articles of peace, a new constituent 
assembly will meet within four months and will form a new constitu­
tion, better suited to the present spirit, intelligence, and self-reliant 
character of the people. After this is accomplished a new election for 
President will be held, and none of the members of the new adminis­
tration will be eligible to office at that election. Provision is also made 
for the substantial disbandment of the army. 

All parties to the agreement seem to be actuated by high motives 
and are performing their respective duties in perfect good faith. 

I have, etc., 

No.12.] 

LEWIS BAKER. 

Mr. Gresham to Mr. Baker. 
DEPARTMENT OF S'l'A'l'E, 

Washington, June 131 1893. 
SIR: I inclose for your information a copy of a letter from Mr. Lane, 

of the Pacific Mail Steamship Company, relative to the pointing of a 
Krupp gun at the City of New York on the 11th ultimo by authorities 
of Corinto. 

A waiting your expected report . of the facts, 
I am, etc., 

[Inclosure in No. 12.] 

Mr. Lane to Mr. Quincy. 

W. Q. GRESHAM. 

PACIFIC MAIL STEAMSHIP CoMPANY, 
New Ym·k, June 1, 1899. 

In case the State Department has not received from the U. S. consular agent at 
Corinto any ad vices respecting the pointing a loaded Krupp breech-loading gun 
against this company's steamer San Jose and City of Netv Ym·k, we beg to hand you 
copy of a letter from our general agent at San Francisco, dated May 25, together with 
copy of official report of the U. S. consular agent at Corinto, under date of May 11, 
to Capt. F. H .. Johnston, commanding this company's steamship City of Ne1v Ym·k, all 
of which explain themselves and which we submit to the Department for such action 
as may be deemed propel', · 

Respectfully, 

[Sub-inclosure 1.] 

W. H. LANE, 
Secretary. 

Mr. Cutler to Ml'. Houston. 

SAN FRANCISCO, May 25, 1893. 
DEAR Sm: Inclosed please find copy of report relating to the pointing a loaded 

Krupp breech-loading gun against this company's steamer San .Jose and City of New 
York as made by the U.S. consular agent at Corintoto Capt. F. H. Johnston of the 
steamship City of New York, under date of May 11, 1893. 

I am, etc., 
ALEX. CUTLER, 

General .Agent. 
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[Inclosure 2.1 

Mr. Palazio to Capt. John,ston.. 

ComNTo, May 11, 1893. 
DEAR SIR: In compliance with your request that I should give yon an official 

report with regard to the steps taken by this Government to protect itself against the 
:revolutionists from approach by sea, I beg to state that a Krupp breech-loading gun 
carrying a 50-pound shell was pointed against the San Jose yesterday, and against 
your ship this morning, and pivoted on both ships from the time of rounding Icacos 
Point until anchorage. An officer held the firing-lanyard in his hand, and the 
slightest accident would have caused its discharge, and the possible sinking of 
either ship, especially at such close range. 

They probably thought that both ships had called at San Juan del Sur, supposed 
to be held by revolutionary troops, although I had officially advised Gov. A. L. 
Rivas that the City of New Ym·k was clue this morning with the new American min­
ister, the Hon. Lewis Baker, on board, and coming direct from Panama. 

I remain, etc., 

No.15.] 

HENRY PALAZIO, 
U. S. Consulm· Agent. 

Mr. Gresham to Mr. Balcer. 

DEPARTMli:NT OF STATE, 
Washington, J~tne 16, 1893. 

SIR: With his dispatch, No. 134, of May 10, 1893, Mr. Newell, consul 
to Managua, transmits translation of a decree issued by the executive 
power of Nicaragua on April29, 1893, imposing a forced loan $600,000 
throughout the whole Republic, reimbursable with 10 per cent interest 
" within two years after the constitutional order has been reestablished." 

While it may be premature to assume that the Provisional Govern­
ment, which took control June 1 (as reported in your telegram of May 
~1), may be disposed to enforce the execution of the measure thus de­
creed by the preceding administration of President Sacasa, it may be 
well, out of abundant caution, and to forstall any possible invasion of 
the rights of citizens of the United States in this regard, to call your 
attention to the stipulation of article 9 of the treaty of 1867 between the 
United States and Nicaragua, which provides that "the citizens of the 
United States, residents in the Republic of Nicaragua * * * shall 
be exempted from * * * forced loans in time of war." The decree 
in its preamble recites that it is enacted "on account of the rebellion 
which has broken out in tLe departments of Granada and Masaya," and 
that its purpose is ".to create re'sources to help the maintenance of the 
army," which it was found necessary to raise in order to restore public 
order. It is therefore a "forced loan in time of war" within the clear 
intent of the treaty; and it is not supposable that its collection will con­
tinue after the cessation of the emergency it was designed to meet. 

You will report whether the collection of the forced loan in question 
has been effected from any citizens of the United States resident in 
Nicaragua. If it has, you will make due protest and ask that the 
amounts so collected be refunded. 

A copy of the decree is inclosed for your more convenient reference. 
I am, etc., 

W. Q. GRESHAM. 
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Decree. 

The Government, on account of the rebellion which has broken ottt in the depart­
ments of Granada and Masaya to-day, in the morning, the same taking possession 
of the "plazas" at those towns, and considering that the first and main duty which 
the const,tution imposes on the executive is the conservation of public order, and 
that in order to reestablish it in the present crisis it is indispensable to create 
resources to help the maintenance of the army which it has been ordered to raise. 

DJJ:CREES. 

ART. 1. A forced tax of six hundred thousand dollars is imposed for the present, 
throughout the whole Republic, distributed in the following manner: 
In Granada dopartment ........•..........•.•.............. ··---· ....... . 

Leon department ....•.............•.•... _ ....••.................. _ ..• 
Managua department ....... _ ........ _. _ ... _ •.......... _ ............. . 
Chenandega department .... ·----· ................................... . 
Masaya department ...... __ ... __ ... --- .. _. ____ .......... _ ....... _ .. __ . 
Carazo department .. __ ....... __ . _ ........ _ ... _ ...... _ ..... _. _ .. _ . __ .. 
Chan tales department .. _ .............. _ .... _ .. __ ...... _ .......... . .. . 
Rivas department .. _. _ .. __ ....... _ ... _. __ ............. _ ... _ .... _ .... . 
Matagalpa department .................................. ___ ....... _ .. . 

~~~~if~~::ft:!~te~ ~. ~ -_-_ -- ~ ·_ -_-_ : ~: : : : : : : : : :: ~::: ~ : :: : : : : :: : : : ~ ~ .· : : ~ : : : : : · 
Ocotal department .......•.•.. , ..•... _ ........ __ . _ .. _. _ .............. . 

$120,000 
80,000 
80,000 
50,000 
30,000 
40,000 
40,000 
50,000 
40,000 
20,000 
22,000 
28,000 

$600,000 

A~T. 2. Forth"' collection of these sums from the inhabitants of each department 
there will be boards which will be organized in every capital and in (each) of the 
cities and towns of every department. 

ART. 3. The first will be composed of three individuals-the prefect and two cit­
izens; the second one will be composed of the first judge of the place, the other two 
citizens to be appointed by the same judge. 

ART. 4. Each board of the capital will attend to the following: 
(1) To assign to the towns of the department the sum which it must contribute. 
(2) To keep a nominal register of the contributors. 
(3) To listen to the complaints of those who claim a rebate of th.eir tax on account 

of said tax not being proportional to their capital, in which case the board will 
notify the respective local board, so that the sum assigned to the town may be 
modified. 

ART. 5. The functions of the local board are: 
(1) To distribute among the inhabitants the sum which has been assigned to the 

town or city. 
(2) To executively collect the amounts which they have assigned to the neighbors. 
(3) To give to the inhabitants assessed a receipt for the amount received and to 

register their names in a book kept for that purpose. 
(4) To rebate or increase the individual tax whenever the board of the capital 

orders it, and in its turn make the corresponding rectifications pointed out in part 3 
of the former article. 

(5) To remit; within the first eight days of every month and uncler their responsi­
bility, the exact tax of their locality to the prefect of their department. 

(6) To impose fines, up to twenty dollars, upon such individuals who in anyway 
put obstacles to the compliance of this law without failing at the same time to 
collect the contribution. 

ART. 6. The prefect may also impose fines of from ten to fifty dollars upon the 
individuals of the board of the capital, or to any of those of the local boards who 
may show themselves negligent in the compliance of his duty. All these fines must 
be collected promptly and must be added to the respective local fund. 

ART. 7. The prefects will keep, in a separate book, an account of the amounts 
received from the local boards. 

ART. 8. The tax receipts given by the local boards will be exchanged at the prefect's 
office, for a !Jill of credit against the Republic; said bill of credit will also be regis­
tered in its turn at the chief auditor's office, and at the general treasury, after 
being si~ned by the prefect, who will receive from the minister of finance the cor­
respondmg forms. 

ART. 9. The amounts collected by virtue of the present law will go to the respec­
tive treasury offices. The prefect must give an account of the same, as well as the 
administrator of rents, to the chief accountant's office. . 
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ART. 10. The Government will pay this tax, the latest, within two years after the 
constitutional order has been reestablished. It will draw 6 per cent annual interest 
upon the amounts received. The Government will pay 10 per cent annual interest 
to those who anticipate the payment of the tax assigned them. 

Given in Managua, April 29, 1893. 

No. 24.] 

ROBERTO SACASA.. 

Mr. Balcer to Mr. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
COSTA RIO.A, NICARAGUA, .AND SALVADOR, 

Managua, Jttne 18, 1893. (Receiyed July 6.) 
SIR: I have the honor to report that the new Government of Nic­

aragua, provided for by the peace commission, has now been in power 
eighteen days, and that the people of the country have, in good faith, 
loyally accepted the changed condition of things. As was to be 
expected, there were a few marauders who preferred a condition of war 
and possible opportunities for promoting their selfish schemes to the 
public good, but there were not many. Dr. Sacasa, the late President, 
suffered some personal annoyance from insignificant people, but it is 
not believed that he was in any real danger. Nevertheless, he deemed 
it wise to g·o out of the country for a time until the political sores heal 
over. 

The new administration has addressed itself res·olutely to the task of 
repairing the losses incurred by the war and by precedent civil meas­
ures, and in the reestablishment of the credit of the country upon a 
sound basis. 

I am, etc., 

No. 38.] 

LEWIS BAKER. 

Mr. Baker to Mr. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
CosTA RICA, NIOAR.AGu.A, .AND S.ALV .ADOR. 

Mana.gua, tluly 6, 1893. (Received August 11.) 
SIR: I see now that I erred in not promptly reporting to you the 

"Krupp gun episode" at Corinto, which occurred on the day previous 
to my arrival at the place and repeated on the morning of my arrival. 

After I landed that morning and got the facts I remarked to Mr. 
Henry Palazio, the U. S. consular agent at Oorinto, that, as I had 
not yet been received by this Government as a diplomatic repre­
sentative, I supposed that I could not well at that time make an official 
report of the affair. I asked him to prepare the report, which he did, 
and I g~ve it to Capt. Johnson, of the steamship City of New York, 
with the request that he forwai:d it from his first available place of 
mailing it. 

The consular agent's report is an exact statement of the · facts. A 
day or two later I verbally called the attention of President Sacasa to 
the incident, and he promptly ordered that it should not be repeated. 
And it was not. 

I will now thank you for instructiol'1s in the premises. 
I am, etc~, 

LEWIS BAKER. 
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Managua, July 6, 1893. (Received August 11.) 
SIR: In response to the Department's dispatch No. 15, just now at 

hand, I have the honor to report that among the first things which 
claimed my attention after my arrival in this country were questions 
growing; out of the Government's attempt to collect ''a forced tax of 
$600,000 for war purposes." 

In a few insta,nces, American citizens (by adoption) had suddenly 
blossomed out as capitalists and as proprietors of valuable properties 
which, until that time, bad been the acknowledged properties of citizens 
believed to be in sympathy with the revolution. 

In these cases the American flag had, without authority, been run 
up over the property and the payment of the tax wax resisted. 

In each case I addressed a courteous note to the minister of foreign 
affairs of this Government, politely requesting that suspension of 
efforts to forcibly collect the tax be suspended until the real ownership 
could be legally established. In every instance the Government acted 
with all due consideration and without haste; and in the end I believe 
substantial justice was done and satisfaction given to all concerned. 

I am, etc., 

~o. 27.J 

LEWIS BAKER. 

Mr. Gresham to Mr. Balcer. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, July 14, 1893. 

SIR: I have to thank you for the full and interesting statement, 
presented in your dispatches Nos. 8 and 10, of the respective dates of 
May 23 and 31, showing the course of the revolution in Nicaragua and 
the adjustment of the controversy by means of the peace commission 
which you were happily instrumental in bringing about. 

Your course in this relation merits my cordial approval. You appear 
to have rightly understood the policy of this Government, which is at 
all times disposed to lend its impartial good offices, or those of its 
diplomatic agents, to the honorable adjustment of issues of peace or 
war in neighboring communities, whenever acceptable to both parties; 
and it would seem that the tender of your mediation was not made 
without previous knowledge that it would be equally welcomed by the 
titular Government and the revolutionists. In the commission itself 
you appear to have acted merely in the neutral capacity of a presiding 
officer, concerned only in reaching a harmonious result, and regarding 
the facts of the s.ituation without advocating the claims of either side. 
It is pleasant to know that your friendly course has deserved the com­
mendations alike of the retiring Executive and of the party which has 
succeeded to pow~r. 

It is earnestly hoped that the Nicaraguan Republic will enjoy stable 
peace and increased prosperity under the Government thus auspiciously 
instituted. 

I am etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 
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Mr. Greshctm to llfr. Ba,ker."* 

(No. 28.] DEPAR'l'MENT OF STATE, 
Washington, July 14, 1893. 

SIR: You will find on the files of your legation the full record of the 
correspondence exchanged during the past few years, touching the 
attitude of the Government of the United States toward the arbitra­
tion of the long-pending boundary dispute between Costa Rica and 
Colombia under the convention between those States of December 25, 
1880, and the additional convention signed at Paris January 20, 1886. 

The arbitration so agreed upon was initiated with the acceptance 
of the office of arbitrator by the Queen Regent of Spain on behalf of 
His 1VIajesty Alfonso XIII; but a contention having arisen touching 
the date from which to compute the twenty months prescribed by the 
convention for the presentation of the cases of the respective parties to 
the arbitrator it has been alleged by Colombia that the cases have not 
been presented within the stipulated term, and that the power of the 
arbitrator to act in the premises has lapsed. The cases have not in 
fact been presented, and the Queen Regent's Government has accepted 
the position of Colombia, although not without expression of its view 
that the prescribed period was still open, and with expression of cordial 
readiness to resume the function of arbitrator should the Governments 
of Costa Rica and Colombia COIII.pose their difference in this regard and 
request continuance of the arbitration. 

The Government of Costa Rica has on several occasions solicited the 
good offices of the United States toward continuing the arbitration and 
requested this Government to represent to that of Colombia the 
propriety and advantage of so doing. 

The Government of the United States, maintaining the friendly and 
impartial consideration for both the parties to the dispute which it 
has consistently shown since the settlement thereof by arbitration was 
first broached, is as indisposed to support the claim of Costa Rica that 
the arbitration is still validly open as it is to accept the converse 
claim of Colombia that it has lapsed. Not being in any sense a party 
to the arbitration, and moved only by the desire to preserve the rights of 
its citizens in the territory in dispute and to fulfill the international obli­
gations of existing treaties the Government of the United States has con­
sistently testified its lively interest in the controversy and its earnest 
desire that a settlement be reached. It is especially led to this course 
by the fact that the United States are, by the treaty of 1846 with New 
Granada, now Colombia, guarantors of the rights of sovereignty and 
property which Colombia has and possesses over t'be territory of the Isth­
mus of Panama "from its southernmost extremity until the boundary 
of Costa Rica," and this Government is therefore interested in knowing 
the limits of the guarantee it has so assumed, and regards it as a 
solemn duty of friendship and good neighborhood to do what it can · 
toward the determination of its own rights and duties in respect to a 
territory the bounds of which are unfixed and in controversy. 

Without, therefore, expressing any opinion touching the merits of 
the dispute now pending between Costa Rica and Colombia concerning 
the continuing validity of the boundary arbitration under the treaty 
of December 25, 1880, and without relinquishing the stand it has here­
tofore taken in regard to the rights of third parties in such arbitration, 
the Government of the United States, in a spirit of complete disinter-

*Same, mutatis mutanlliB, to the United States Minister to Colombia. 
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estedness, feels constrained to represent to the two governments of 
Costa Rica and Colombia its earnest desire and hope that they shall 
waive the comparatively trivial obstacle to the accomplishment of the 
larger purpose of amicable arbitration which they have both advocated, 
and that they shall come to an understanding whereby that high aim 
shall be rf3alized, either by the continuance of the arbitration under 
Her :Majesty the Queen Regent of Spain, or if Her Majesty be indisposed 
to resume her functions, then by the alternative method already agreed 
upon, or by resort to any impartial arbitratoT. 

The Prm;ident, in directing you to convey these views to the Govern­
ment of Costa Rica, especially desire's you to impress upon the min­
ister of foreign relations his sincere conviction that the agreement 
of arbitration entered into by the two nations constitutes an obliga­
tion between them which neither is morally free to disregard on grounds 
of technical formality, and his confidence that they will use their con­
current endeavors to promote its successful issue. 

I am, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 

llfr. Gresham to Mr. Balcer. 

[Telegram.) 

DEPART1\'IEN1' OF STATE, 
Washington, July 17, 1893. 

Mr. Gresham directs Mr. Baker to report without delay wheD; the 
control of the executive power of Nicaragua shall pass with general 
acquiescence to any government, and to maintain an attitude of impar­
tiality during the deeply deplored continuance of civil dissensions in 
that country. 

Mr. Baker to Mr. Gresham. 

[Extract.] 

No. 47.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STA1'ES, 
COSTA RICA, NICARAGUA, AND SALVADOR, 
Managua, July 17, 1893. (Received August 11.) 

SIR: After the peace of Sabana Grande the whole country appa~ ently 
not only acquiesced but applauded. A President and cabinet were 
agreed upon by the respective parties and the new administration set 
about rectifying abuses which had grown up in the Government, 
addressing themselves in general to the task of creating a better con­
dition of public affairs. But ·this naturally peace-loving people has 
again been plunged into another unfortunate internecine struggle. 

The President of the Republic, Senor Machado, and his chief cabinet 
minister, Senor Sanchez, both citizens of the Leon country and sympa­
thizers with that political and local sentiment, bad, in company with 
Gen. Avilez, the general of the army, made a visit to Leon. As they 
were about to depart from the city an attempt was made to capture 
and imprison these gentlemen. Machado and Sanchez were quite easily 
captured, but Gen. Avilez seemed to think his duties demanded him at 
the capital, so he eluded arrest, and arrived at Managua some three 
days later. 
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This rebellion was headed by Col. Anastacio J. Ortiz, who had been 
placed in command at Leon as military governor on the recommenda­
tion of Gen. Zavala. By depriving· the Republic of its President and 
chief minister, as well as its commanding general, they hoped to throw 
the Government into anarchy. And in this they substantially succeeded. 

Business is paralyzed, the farms are again robbed of the labor neces­
sary to make crops, communication with the seacoast by rail is cut otl', 
prices of all commodities have extravagantly increased, and Americans 
and other foreigners doing business in this country are disappointed 
and disheartened. 

While I shall hold myself in readiness to aid by patient counsel and 
friendly offices in the establishment of peace again I shall not be for­
ward in offering my services. I shall hope, if the occasion should 
arise for mediation, to be able to find some guarantee that the terms 
of any compact entered into another time will be respected. 

On yesterday, Sunday, the 16th, the three remaining members of the 
cabinet, viz, Vigil, Gomez, and Castillo, called a meeting of principal 
citizens of Managua, Masaya, Granada, Jinotepe, LP-on, and Rivas for 
consultation. The meeting was held at the palace at 12 o'clock. Gen. 
Vigil presided. He stated the public situation and the object of 
the meeting. The three members of the cabinet found that divided 
authority during a crisis lacked the necessary unity and vigor to 
handle and defend the interests of the country; therefore he desired to 
gather the sense of the country upon the question of the present cabi­
net resigning its power and depositing the same in the hands of a sin­
gle man. Minister Gomez followed in a similar vein, and proposed that 
the power be placed in the hands of Gen. Joaquin Zavala, an ex-Presi­
dent and distinguished citizen of Nicaragua. The suggestion was 
received with cheers, and a moti~n to that effect was unanimously and 
enthusiastically adopted. Thereupon a decree issued to that effect. 

I am, etc., 
LEWIS BAKER. 

Mr. Balcer to Mr. Gresham. 

[Telegram.) 

LEGATION OF 1'HE UNITF.D 8TA1'ES, 
COS'l'A RICA, NICARAGUA, AND SALVADOR, 

Managua, July .24, 1893. (Received July 24.) 
Revolutionists cannonaded Managua from steamers this morning 

without warning, killing one woman near legation, wo~nding several 
persons. 

BAKER. 

Mr. Adee to Mr. Balcer. 

[Telegram.) 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
- Washington, July .25, 1893. 

Mr. Adee instructs Mr. Baker to present, either jointly with the other 
diplomatic representatives or in a separate note to the titular Govern­
ment a protest against the waging of hostilities without warning, 
whereby foreigners are endangered. 
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Mr. Balcer to JJ!r. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
COSTA RICA, NICARAGUA, AND SALVADOR, 

Managua., July 27, 1893. (Received September 5.) 
SIR: I have the honor of submitting to you the inclosed brief corre­

spondence between Hon. A. H. Rivas who occupied the position of min­
ister of foreign relations under the Zavala administration, and myself 
in reference to the removal of the American legation to Granada for 
safety on a recent occasion. 

I am, etc., 
LEWIS BAKER. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 57.-Translation.] 

Senor Rivas to Mr. Bake1·. 

NATIONAL PALACE, 
Managua, July 24, 1893. 

Mr. MINISTER: In view of the criminal attempt perpetrated this morning by the 
small fleet of the rebels, who born barded this city without the previous notice which 
the laws of war require for the protection of the life and property of noncombat­
ants, an attempt of which your excellency has been a witness, and might have been 
a victim, I am instructed by the President of the Republic to urge you earnestly to 
take your temporary residence in the city of Granada, where the legation will be 
safe from damageR like those to which it was exposed this morning. 

The Government, which regards the presence of the legation of the United States 
amongst us as a high honor to the Republic, would feel the deepest regret if, by the 
1·epetition of the outrageous action which is not in its power to avert since at thfs 
moment we can only meet the attack from the land, should sufl:'er injury in the per­
son or property of any of its members. 

If your excellency determines to accept this invitation you ma.y immediately avail 
yonrself of a special train which will be placed at your disposition. 

And in complying with the instructions of the President, I have the honor, etc., 
A. H. RIVAS. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 57.] 

Mr. Baker to Senm· Rivas. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Managua, Jnly 25, 1899. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your courteous and con­
siderate letter of the 24th. In view of the criminal act of yesterday morning in the 
throwing of deadl~y shells from cannon into the honse.R of defenseless and innocent 
women and children from steamers on the lake, and without previous notice, you 
suggest ~o me the propriety, as a precautionary measure, of removing myself and 
family to Granada, where we will find perfect protection. 

I thank you, sir, for your thoughtfulu.ess and courtesy, but it seems to me that my 
official duty requires my presence, in these times of trouble, at the seat of the Amer­
ican legation located in the ca,pital of this country. 

Besides, with the Go-vernment of the country in able hands and fu1ly equipped, 
located in this capital with the people of ten departments of the twelve, I am 
a~sured by your honor, giving wiUing and Joyal support to that Government it would 
not seem to be expecting too much of this Government so organized and supported 
to protect this city against the uprisings of two or three cuartels in a distant part of 
the country. · 

I am? etc,, 
~EWIS BAKER. 
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[No. 58.] 

FOREIGN RELATIONS. 

Mr. Baker to JJ1r. Gresham. 
[Extract.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
COSTA RICA, NICARAGUA, AND SALVADOR, 

Manag'lu.t, July 31, 189$. (Received September 5.) 
SIR: I have the honor of submitting to you certain correspondence 

which passed between your minister and the leaders of what is known 
as the Leon insurrection, in reference to the bombardment of this city 
at an early hour on th~ morning of the 24th instant. 

The facts in the case a~e: Two steamboats well armed with cannon 
in possession of the Leoneses came over from Momotombo, between 
5 and 6 o'clock (just before sunrise) on the morning referred to. As 
soon as they reached the position desired they commenced throwing 
shells promiscuously into the city, without any notice whatever, so far 
as I have been able to learn. 

Each steamer had aboard one .modern Krupp gun of 6~ caliber. 
I have the testimony of an officer on board of one of the steamers 

that 52 shells were fired into the city. The American legation is situ­
ated four blocks from the plaza and five from the cuartel, at which 
these parties claim to have aimed their guns, and on much higher 
ground, yet the inmates of this legation will testify that 10 shells 
passed over or very close to the roof of the house, one of them killing 
a woman and wounding a man who were in a kitchen of a neighbo:cing 
house still farther back from the lake. Another shell dug into the 
street within one-half block of the legation, exploding, and rattling 
our windows. 

As the woman who was killed was a servant in the family of a 
brother of Gen. Zelaya, the commander of the armies and president 
of the junta, and it was in his bouse that the ball exploded, I could 
readily acquit him of having ordered such wild shooting, but I saw no 
reason, even after the junta's explanation to modify the terms of my 
protest. · 

I am, etc., 
LEWIS BAKER. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 58.] 

M1·. Balcer to Gen. Zelaya and the revolntionm·y junta. 

LEGATION OI~ THE UNITED STATRS, 
Managua, July 24, 1893. 

GENTLJ~MEN: The undersigned, a diplomatic representative M the Gon nme c~t 
of the United States, residing at the capital of Nicaragua, which is the scat of the 
lcgat,ion, noticed with pain and humiliation an act of barbarisw, at an earl~· Hour 
this morning, committed by officers and men presumably acting under your author­
ity and direction. I refer to the bombardment, with death-dealing missiles, of this 
city, without previous notice, thus ,jeovardizing the lives of American cit.izens, the 
citizens of other forejgn governments, women, children, and other uoncombatants. 

I need scarcely call your attention to the fact that such proceedings are con­
demned by civilized nations throughout the world, and in the name of the civilized 
sentiment of this age, in the name of a common humanity, in the name of the 
Government which I represent, I enter this my firm and solemn protest. 

I am, etc., 
LEWIS BAKER. 

The consular corps residing in tl1is city, founded on the same reasons of the 
minister of the Unjtecl States, agrees in the whole to the preceding protest. 

VICENTE RODRIGUEZ, 
Vice Cons1tl of Spain. 

H. E. Low, 
Consul of Austria-Hungary. 
PABLO GIUSTO, 

In h.i8 name and that of the Italian Colony. 
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[Inclosure 2 in No. 58.-Translation-Telegram.] 

Senor Callejas to Senor Gamez. 

I,EON, Jul11 24, 1893. 
The" Junta de Go bierno" deplores sincerely the misfortunes which occurred in Man­

agua, as we learn from the mail exBmsil in consequence of the bombardment, all the 
more as the greatest damage was done to our friends. 

vVe earnestly desire that the general in chief give as early a notice as possible to 
the diplomatic coq1s, in the event of our being compelled to the grievous necessity 
of continuing the attack. 

CALLEJAS. 

(Inclosure 3 in No. 58.-Translation.-Telegram.] 

Scfiot· Gamez to Senor Callejas. 

MATEARE, July 24, 1893. 
Please call a continuous session of the junta de Gobierno ami cabinet to hear a 

report on diplomatic matters which I shall lay before them hereafter. 
A foreigner has just arrived, under a flag of truce, from Managua. 

J. D. GAMEZ. 

[Inclosure 4 in No. 58.-Translation.-'l'elegram.] 

Senor Callejas to Senor Gamez. 

We arc in permanent session. 
LEON, July 24, 1893. 

CALLEJAS. 

[Inclosure 5 in No. 58.-Translation.] 

Senor Gamez to the mernbers of the "Junta de Gobierno." 

MATEARE, July 24, 1893. 
Mr. Gallard, a French citizen, has just arrived, under a flag of truce, and brought 

a dispatch of the American minister, subscribed also by the consular corps in which 
they protest against the bombardment of Managua without previous notice, an 
action which they consider contrary to the laws of war, although they recognize 
that the said action comes from· subordinate officers and not from any preconcerted 
arrangement of the junta whose former proceedings place it above any unfavorable 
opinion. Mr. Gallard also admits that inasmuch as but a few shots were fired, the 
bombardment clearly was not meant as an actual bombardment but a feint, with a 
strategic end in view. The action, according to official reports from the commander 
of the squadron, was only meant for a warning that preparation be made for pro­
tection against any subsequent similar attack that rui~ht. be ma(le in earnest. They 
only took a1m at the wall of the main barracks, but tne rather heavy motion of the 
waves deflected the aim, and some shells fell on the houses of persons dear to the chief 
of the revolution, among others that of his brother, Francisco Zelaya, and of his 
friend and associate Gen. Juan de Dios Moriera, thus demonstrating that he is not 
responsible for what occurred in the city. 

I believe with the general commander that these facts may be annonnccd and 
assurance·given to the diplomatic corps that in case the revolution be compelled 1~o 
resort to actual bombardment, previous notice will be given so that the persons 
placed un«;ler the protection of the laws of civilized nations may seek shelter, it being 
understood, however, that the diplomatic corps will guarantee that the enemy will 
respect the same laws in the persons of our bearers of flags of truce. The bearer of 
the answer to the proposal of peace contained in a letter from Dr. Luciano Gomez 
sent to them several days ago was taken prisoner, and has never been allowed to 
return, an act against which the junta must now enter its protest. 

l ;tm, etc., 
JosE: p. GAl.\iEZ, 
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[Inclosure 6 in No. 58.-Translation.] 

Senor GAMEZ: 
The ' 1Junta de Gobi.erno" applauds the terms of your telegram which we have 

just received, and request that you enter a counter-protest with the American min­
ister and diplomatic corps in our name against the arrest and detention of the mes­
llagc-bearer who took the answer to Dr. Luciano Gomez, concerning terms of peace, 
a detention which is in complete violation of the laws of war. This junta wishes 
for the utmost regularity, if it should unfortunately become necessary to continue 
the hostilities, and expects that the chiefs of the army will conduct their operations in 
strict compliance with the law of nations. The demonstration against Managua which 
took place this morning was not in our mind meant to cause damage to a city which 
we esteem so much, and we sincerely lament its r~sults. The junta also solemnly 
declares that the action which it deplores was a mere feint of bombardment, a 
strategic move directed against the main barracks, and in no way a formal attack 
of which it has always been our purpose to give clue notice. Ple~e tell us when the 
session may be adjourned. 

[Inclosure 7 in No. 58.-Translation.] 

Seiior Gamez to M1·. Balce1·. 

F. BACA, JR., 
PEDRO BALLADARES, 

MA TEARI~, ,July 25, 1893. 
SIR: Duly authorized by the honorable Junta de Gobierno, 1·esiding iu Leou, as 

yon will see by the telegram which I inclose and alAo by the President of the same 
junta and genera.! eommander of the army, Gen. J. S. Zelaya, I answer your esteemed 
communicat.ion, received to-day from the bearer under flag of truce, Mr. Gallard, 
and dated yesterday in that capital. 

The Jnnta de Gobierno, for which I speak in this instance, bas been very much sur­
JH'ised at the harsh and insulting language used by the American minister in his said 
communication in appealing to the humanitarian sentiments of said junta, a lan­
guage which the junta attributes to the unpleasant impression created, as you say, 
by the act of war against the enemy which is fortified in that capital, and not to 
any premeditated intention of offending in the name of the Government of the United 
States a friendly nation like that of Nicaragua. 

The circumstances to which the minister refers happened in the following manner: 
Four clays ago the enemy occupied this town (Mate are,) and was attacked during 
seventy hours by the steamers Angela and P1·ogresso in cooperation with the land 
forces until completely defeated. No body ca1led us barbarians or savages because 
we made use of the artillery of the steamers and on land against the besieged place. 
There were numerous families there, who retired prudently when they saw us arriv­
ing with warlike purposes. 

The enemy vanquished in Mateare, fled and took refuge in the neighboring forts 
of the capital from which they resist us. As a consequence the steamers have gone 
in pursuit to harass them, while our land forces cooperate with their artillery in 
the attack upon them in the same way they did here. However, wishing to avert 
casualties they l'emained for several hours in front of the city sounding the alarm 
with their fifes, and giving unmistakable indication that they were engaged in 
warfare and even when their :first fire was answered from land with fou,.r pieces of 
artillery they confined themselves to firing some twenty shots upon the main bar­
racks, situated near the shore of the lake, and which is the most important bulwark 
of the enemy. 

You complain that the chief of the steamers did not give previous notice of some 
hours before firing, and say that such is the usage of civilized nations whenever a town 
is about to be bombarded. The minister bas forgotten that it was not a case of born~ 
barding a defenseless city, but of attacking a fortification of the enemy, who 
defended themselves with equal arms, that the steamers were the victors in pursuit 
of the vanquished endeavoring to bring about a definitive surrender, and thus were 
allowed by the laws of war to act as they did. If an inhabitant suffered personally 
he.mnst blame himself for not seeking a place of refuge, after seeing two enemies 
confronting each other, who bav.., been fighting for some time past. 

But, inasmuch as the American minister is pleased to believe that the revolution 
of Nicaragua must give him previous notice of its war operations against the enemy 
in the capital, I will make it a duty of courtesy to gratify him and to give him 
~wHee b;r the :presents th~ so soon a.s our land forces occup;v certain :positio:qs tlt~ 
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arti11ery at its command on land and water will fire without interruption until it 
achieves victory or suffers defeat. 

Having thus given the so-much-desired notice, I hope the minister will impress 
upon the families the ad visa,bili ty of leaving as soon as possible, if the enemy, for lack 
of regard for those people, decline to look for a battle in some uninhabited place. as 
humanity aml patriotism demand. ' 

Before concluding I mu.st counter-protest to the minister upon an act contrary to 
the laws of war committed by the enemy residing in your city. They spoke about 
peace, they proposed an armistice, and as soon as they succeeded in taking advan­
ta.ge of our good faith, to the extent of our sending a message-bearer under a flag of 
tru'Ce, they took him prisoner and have unduly held him for over eight days. 

I am, etc., 
Jos~J: D. GAMEZ. 

[Inclosure 8 in No. 58.] 

Mr. Baker to Gen. Zelaya and the members of the Junta de Gobicrno. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Mana.gua, July 26, 1893. 

GENTLEMEN: I have your reply to my communication dated July 23, in reo-ard to 
the bombardment of this city, without previous notice to noncombatants and at an 
hour so early in the morning as to awake the people to the startling music of whist­
ling cannon shells. 

Your explanation is a reasonable one, and is accepted in full faith. I am sure that 
no one could imagine that you woulcl direct the indiscriminate throwing of explosive 
born bs into the houses of friends and foes alike without previous warning. After 
more than one shell had whistled over the roof of my residence and one had exploded 
in the house of a neighbor not far removed, dealing death in its explosion to an inno­
cent inmate, I thought it proper to enter my protest in language that could not well 
be misunderstood. You enter a counter-protest that you sent a messenger with a 
white flag to the officers in charge of the Government at the capital, and that, in bad 
faith; they detained him. This is the first intimation I have had of this occurrence. 
I have·no hesitation in condemning, in terms strong and emphatic, any such behavior, 
and I regret that I was not promptly advised of this act in order that I might have 
exerted any influence I might possess in the enforcement of good faith and well­
approved methods. 

I am1 etc., 

No. 59.] 

LEWIS BAKER. 

Mr. Baker to lJtfr. Gresharn. 

LEGA1'ION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
COSTA RICA, NICARAGUA., .A.ND SALVADOR, 

Managua, August 5, 1893. (Received September 5.) 
SIR: I have the honor of inclosing a list of the officials of the present 

Government of Nicaragua, which occupies this capital. 
Also a copy of the new articles of peace between the junta and the 

Zavala government, which retreated from Managua to Granada . 
.Also copy of a letter addressed to me by the junta, inviting me to 

interpose in behalf of peace. 
Prior to the receipt of this letter a CQmmission from Granada waited 

upon me with a similar invitation. 
Unfortunately, during the pe,st week I have been confined to my bed 

by an attack of fever, and my doctor did not permit me to even know 
~hat I was being calle4 for i~ ~~~ ~P.t~rest of peace in this R-epublic. 

I am, etc., 

FR-14 
L:EWJS l3AKER? 

:{ .\>' 
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[Inclosure 1 in No. 59.-Translation.] 

Senor Ban·ios to Mr. Baker. 

NATIONAL PALACE, 
Managua, Auguat 1, 1893. 

Mr. MINISTER: I have had the honor of receiving two polite dispatches from 
your excellency, dated yesterday. 

In the first one your excellency acknowledges receipt of my communication of 
the same date, in which I advised you that a treaty of peace bad been agreed upon, 
which treaty put an end to the unfortunate civil war that had afflicted the country, 
and at the same time the Government organized in Leon the 11th oflast month was 
recognizetl, and you ask me for a list of the persons which form the present Gov­
ernment and acopy of the said treaty. 

In the second communication your excellency sends me copy of the telegram 
·which the honorable Secretary of State of the United States addressed to you that 
you might protest against hostilities on the part of this Govemment without pi·e­
vious warning to the foreigners, so that they may save thetnselve from said hostili­
ties. 

I have the pleasure to inclose you herewith the official list and a copy of the treaty 
of peace. 

In regard to theca blegram, I suppose it refers to the occurrence of the shells thrown 
by our steamers against the barracks and other fortifications of this city and that, 
unfortunately, went wide of their mark and alarmed the neighborhood. Your excel­
lency already knows that this Government has deplored the occurrenca sincerely, 
and your excellency has received the explanations about the case. 

In this connection I beg to inform your excellency that there are grave fears that 
certain people displeased with the treaty of peace in Granada may offer to hinder 
the carrying into effect of the treaty, thus making it necessary for our army to take 
effective action. ViT e would very much de]>lore this, since the 1mrpose of the Goveru­
mont organized in Leon, anrl now recognized by almost all the country, is not to 
annihilate its enemies, but to restore peace and to guarantee to all the Nicaraguans 
the exercise of their rights. In prevision of the anticipated trouble a dispatch will 
be sent to-day to the honorable consul of Her Britannic Majesty at Granada, so that 
he may continue the commendable efforts which he has been exercising in the interest 
of peace, and if his efforts should not meet with success in avoiding a new battle, 
that he be pleased to notify his countrymen and other foreigners residing in that 
city of the definite purpose, although regretted by us, of making use of all the 
means of destruction which we dispose of, including the bombardment of that city, 
in order that the stipulations of the treaty of peace may be respected and carried 
in to effect. 

If, on the part of your excellency, who has already shown so much interest in 
favor of Nicaragua, and for which we owe him a debt of profound gratitude, should 
like to contribute with your powerful influence to avoid further bloodshed and 
destruction of property, I hasten to tell you that my Government would feel very 
much pleased, and I immediately place at your excellency's service the train which. 
runs between this city and Granada at the hour you may need it. 

I repeat to your excellency the assurance of my high consideration. 
"\IODESTO BARRIOS. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 59.-Translation.] 

TREATY OF PEACE. 

In the city of Ma.nagua, at eleven o'clock a.m., on the thirtieth of July, eighteen 
hundred and ninety~three, Messrs:••·Jose D. H,odriguez and Augustin Passo, commis­
sioners of the government existing in the city of Granada, and presicled over by 
General Joaquin Zavala, and the members :>f the Junta de Gobierno, established 
in Leon and residing in Ma.nagua, Geuerals J. S. Zelaya and Anastacio J. Ortiz, 
Mr. Petro Balladares, and Mr. Francisco Baca, jr., having met the former, declared 
that they had come with full power to propose certain modificatio11s and explana­
tions which their coNstituent makes to the treaty of peace agreed upon bythe Junta 
de Gobierno anrl the .commissioners, Messrs. Santiago Morales, Isidoro Lopez, and 
Ga.briel Lacayo, yesterday, and having presented their credentials, which were found 
correct, the proposed modific;ttiops aud explanations were discussed and the follow­
ing agreement reached: 
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Pact. 

1st. There will be peace and amity between the belligerent parties, reciprocal for­
getfulness of their dissensions, and ample and unconditional guaranties for all. 

2nd. From thiR moment a constituent assembly, to meet in this city the 15th of Sep­
tember, is called. This asscmbly1 besid~ fi·aming a new political constitution and 
a new electoral law, will pass upon any point it may see fit touching the provitsional 
situation in which the Republic stands. The departments of Cbinandega, Leon, 
Managua, Granada, and Rivas will elect four representatives each to the sa1d assem­
bly, the others two eacb, and the electoral districts one each. 

3. The principle of direct and secret suffrage is recognized. The election of the 
representatives to the constituent asssembly, iu accordance with this principle, will 
be the object of a special disposition which the Junta de Gobierno will issue within 
fifteeu days after the final acceptance of this pact. 

4. The troops of both belligerents will be disbanded by degrees and with prudence 
in tbeir respective barracks in conformity with directions of the Junta de Gobierno. 
In the meanwhile neither side shall move from the positions respectively helcl at 
present, and the term fixed for the execution of this article shall not exceed eight 
days. 

5. 'fhe debts of both belligerents will be recognized and paid in the same manner 
as they may have been contracted. The military ranks accorded by either side will 
also be recognized. 

6. Eight da.ys after the final approval of this pact the tribunals of justice will lle 
reopened. 

7. The present pact will be ratified and the ratification exchanged at Masaya 
tomorrow at 8 o'clock in the morning at the latest. 

In faith of which we have signed in duplicate of the same tenor in Managua in the 
said day and hour: J.D. Rodriguez, A.g. Pasos, J. S. Zelaya, F. Baca, jr., Pedro Balla­
dares, Anastacio J. Ortiz. 

The Government having examined the preceding pact and found it in accordance 
with the instructions given to the commissioners who concluded the same in its 
name resolYcs to approve it, Zavala, the minister of Gobernacion; Solorzano, in the 
city of Masaya, at 1 p.m., of the thirty first of July, of eighteen hundred and ninety· 
three; Dr. D. Modesto Barrios, minister of Government of the Junta de Gobierno, 
existing in Managua, and special commissioner for the exchange of the ratifications 
of this agreement, and Dr. Alfonso Solorzano, special commissioner of the Govern­
ment residing in Granada, appointed to that end, after having shown to each other 
their credentials and found the same correct, proceeded to the exchange ofthe above­
mentioned agreement of peace, concluded in the city of Managua at 11 o'clock in the 
morning, yesterday, and sign. 

[Inclosure 3 in No. 59.] 

List of mernberB of the Govm·nment. 

MODESTO BARRIOS, 
AI.lfONSO SOLORZANO. 

Membe1·s of the Junta de Gobierno.-Gen. J. Santos Zelaya, Gen. Anastacio J. Ortiz, 
Francisco Baca, jr., lawyer, Senor Pedro Balladares. 

Members of the cabinet.-Dr. Modesto Barrios, minister of foreign rell1tions and of 
Gobernacion and annexes, Senor Jose D. Gamez, minister of Fomento, Senor Santiago 
Callejas, minister of war, Senor Leonardo Lacayo, minister of finance. 

No. 45.] 

Mr. Gresham to M-r. Balcer. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, Au.gust 15~ 1893. 

SIR: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your No. 39 of the 6th 
ultimo, concerning the attempt of the Government of Nicaragua to 
collect forced taxes. Adding that the Department approves your cau­
tion in this class of ln'operty questions, 

I am, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 
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No. 47.] 
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Mr. Gresham to Mr. Baker. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, August 15, 1893. 

SIR: I have received your ~of;. 44 and 47, of the 14th and 17th 
ultimo, respectively. They relate to the political disturbances in Nica­
ragua in consequence of the imprisonment of President Machado and 
the minister for foreign affairs at Leon, and report the circumstances 
under which General Zavala was proclaimed Dictator. 

In reply I desire to state that the shifting course of present events 
in Nicaragua precludes any positive instructions looking to the recog­
nition of any one party as the dominant Government of the Republic. 
The long established rule of the United States is to maintain relations 
with the power having control of the public machinery of government 
with the assent of the people, and administering the functions of the 
state. · 

Your present dispatches and the later telegraphic reports published 
in the press do not indicate such a stable retention of public power as 
to warrant formal action by the United States in recognition of a gov­
ernment in Nicaragua as being titular and effective. In such case the 
minister should remain in intercourse with the authorities in control of 
the seat of Government, looking to them for the protection of the inter­
ests of American citizens. 

To avert embarrassments in dealing with evenly-balanced factions, 
alternating in power or succeeding thereto in the changes of civil con­
test, the minister's tact should be exercised to confine his relations with 
the ascendant authority to questions affecting the public interests of 
the United States and the security of American life and property in 
Nicaragua, thus giving to his intercourse a provisional and de facto 
character, without sympathetic leaning to either side, and without 
prejudice to the fullest liberty on the part of the United States to 
declare formal recognition of the government which shall eventually 
establish itself on a firm basis and effectively arlminister the affairs of 
the state and insure orderly respect for its acts by the people of the 
nation. 

I am, etc., 

No. 49.] 

W. Q. GRESHAl\I. 

Mr. Gresham to .Mr. Ba1cer. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, August 15, 1893. 

SIR: I have received your No. 42 of the 12th ultimo, concerning the 
report of another revolutionary outbreak at Leon, Nicaragua, and your 
declination to give asylum to a sympathizer of the revolutionists, one 
Jesus Hernandez, to whom ya.n announced that the chief aim of your 
mission in Nicaragua was to look after the interests of American citi­
zens, and next to courteously decline mixing up with the political affairs 
of any other people. 

The Department cordially approves that sentiment. The views of 
this Government averse to so-called diplomatic asylum in derogation of 
the regular and supreme powers of a state are too well known to need 
repetition, especially as yon appea~ ~()fully understand your duty in 
the premises. · · 

· Jam, etc., 
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Mr. Gresham to Mr. Balcer. 

DEPAI~Tl\1ENT OF STATE, 
Washington, August 18, 1893. 

SIR: I have received your dispatch No. 38, of the 6th ultimo, in reply 
to my instruction to you, No.12 of the 13th of June last, in relation to 
the reported action of the military authorities at Corinto in training· a 
loaded Krupp gun UJ)QU the Pacific Mail steamships San Jose and City 
of New York on the lOth and 11th of May last. 

The consular agent at Corinto made no report of the incident directly 
to this Department, and the only statement under his signature which 
has come to my knowledge is his letter of May 11 to Uapt. F. H. 
Johnston, of which a copy accompanied my instruction, No. 12, and 
which appears to be the report to which you refer. 

No actual injury seems to have been inflicted upon the steamers, but 
the readiness with which the military authorities prepared to fire upon 
and injure or destroy a passenger steamer sailing under a friendly flag 
and filled with noncombatants, can hardly fail to cause disquietude for 
the future, especially in seasons of abrupt political vicissitudes like 
that through which Nicaragua is passing. It i:s noteworthy that the 
City of New York was thus r~cklessly and wantonly menaced after the 
commanding authority at Corinto had been officially advised by the 
consular agent that you, the newly-appointed envoy of the United 
States, were a passenger on board. 

It may be well for you to intimate to the secretary of foreign relations 
that demonstrations of this character are coutrary to the precepts of 
international law and humanity, and to express the confident hope that 
they will not be permitted to recur in a Nicaraguan port. 

I am, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 

Mr. Balcer to Mr. Gresham. 

LJ~GATION OF THE . UNI'l'ED STAT~S, No. 83.] 
COSTA RICA, NICARAGUA, AND SALVADOR, 

Managua, September 1, 1893. (Received September 23.) 
SIR: In obedience to instructiOns contained in your official dispatch 

No. 28, dated July 14, in reference to the boundary dispute between 
Costa Rica and Colombia, I have, after examining the files upon the 
subject in my office, opened correspondence with the Government of 
Costa Rica. I have given faithful expression to the views em bodied in 
your dispatch. 

I am, etc., 

No. 58.] 

LEWIS BAKER. 

Mr. Adee to Mr. Baker. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, September 7, 1893. 

SIR: I have received your No. 57, of 27th July last, and the copy of 
a note, which you inclose, from Senor Rivas, dated on the 24th of that 
month, wherein he refers to the bombardment on that day of the city 
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of Managua by the fleet of the insurgents without the previous notice 
required in civilized warfare, and urges you, in order to secure the 
safety of the legation, to remove the same temporarily to Granada, 
o:fl'ering you a special train therefor. 

The terms of your reply to this courteous offer are commended. 
The first test of an organized government being its ability to maintain 
public order at the seat of its capital, your intimation that your post 
of duty is at Managua was timely and proper. 

I am, etc., 

No. 87.] 

ALVEY A. ADEE, 
Acting Secretary. 

Mr. Balcer to Mr. Gresham. 

LEGATION O;F THE UNITED STATES, 
CosTA RicA, NICARAGUA, AND SALV.ADOR, 

Managua, September B, 1893. (Recei,Ted October 4.) 
Sir: I have received your dispatch No. 53, relating to the Krupp 

gun incident at Cm·into. It is, perhaps, proper for me to say that, 
within two days after my arrival in this capital on the 12th of May and 
the presentation of my credentials to this Government, I had a per­
sonal conference with President Sacasa upon the subject under dis­
cussion, in which I stated with much emphasis how the United States 
Government must necessarily view such a proceeding. I received 
from him the positive assurance that there should be no repetition of 
the offense. 

I l1ave now to report that I have addressed to the present Govern­
ment a communication, in which I have related the story in full, and I 
have pointed out the fact that demonstrations of this character are 
contrary to the precepts of international law and humanity, a11d are 
liable to lead t<;> extremely unpleasant results. I inclose the minister's 
reply. 

I am, etc., 
LEWIS BAKER. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 87.] 

Mr. Baker to Sefio1· Madri11 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Manag1ta, Septembm· 8, 1893. 

SIR: Under date of August 18, I am instructed by his honor the Secretary of State 
of the United States to call your attention to certain occurrences at the port of 
Corinto on the lOth and 11th of last May, during the incumbency of a preceding 
administration of the Government of Nicaragua. 

On the morning of the lOth of May, as the Pacific mail steamship San Jose sailecl 
into the harbor at Corinto on her regular trip from Panama to Mexican port.s, the 
military authorities a.t the town of Corinto trained a loaded Krupp gun upon her. It 
appears that the gun carried a 50-pound shell, and was pointed at the steamer and 
pivoted on her from the time of rounding Icacos Point until after she anchored. An 
officer held the firing lanyard in his hand, and the slightest accident would have 
caused the gun's discharge and the possible sinking of the ship, especially as the 
range was quite close. 

On the 11th day of May the newly appointed envoy extraordinary and minister 
plenipotentiary from the United States arrive<! at Corinto on .the steauu~hip City of 
New York on his way to this capita] to present his credentials to the President of 
the Republic. This ship had come directly_ from Panama, not having stopped at any 
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intermediate port, aml this fact had been officially communicated to the governor of 
the place, coupled with the information that the new American minister was on 
board. Yet the gun was trained upon the City of New York in the same manner as 
it had been on the previous day upon the San Jose. 

I am instructed by my Government to say to you that, although no actual injury 
was inflicted upon the steamers, yet the readiness with which tho military authori­
ties prepared to fire upon and injure or destroy a pas_s.enger steamer sailing under a 
friendly flag and filled with non-combatants can hardly fail to cause disquietude 
for the fnture, especially in seasons of abrupt political vicissitudes like that through 
which Nicaragua is passing at this time. 

I most respectfully submit to your honor that demoB.strations of this character 
are contrary to t'he precepts of international law and humanity, and I may be per­
mitted to express the confident hope that they w;ll not be permitted to recur in a. 
Nicaraguan port. 

With sentiments, etc., 
LEWIS BAKER. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 87.-Translation.] 

Senur Macl1'iz to Mr. Balcer. 

NATIONAL PALACE, 
Manag1ut, September 10, 1899. 

Mr. MINISTER: I refer to your excellency's polite dispatch, addressed to this office 
the day before yesterday, in which you state that the Secretary of Stn.te of the United 
States sent instructions to your excellency, with date of August 18, to call the atten­
tion of this Government to some facts which occurred in the port of Corinto on the 
lOth and 11th of May of this year, during the civil war in Nicaragua at that time. 
Said facts show that tho military authorities of the port placed a piece of artil­
lery pointing to the sten.mers of the Pacific Mail, notwithstanding that your excel­
lency came on board of one of them as envoy extraordinary and minister pleni­
potentiary of the United States and having advised the governor of the city 
about it. 

In reply, it is extremely satisfactory to me to tell your excellency th;;tt such 
occurrences are not nor have ever been a general rnle in Nicaragua, in whoso ports 
all the ships sailing under the flag of a friendly nation have always bt}en received 
with entire trust and with demonstrations of hospitality. Perhaps the Government 
which at that time existed had fears that an expedition against C01·into might be 
equipped in the port of San Juan del Sur, occupied by the revolutionists, and this 
undoubtedly caused its military authorities to adopt extra precautions for their 
security. 

As circumstances are now different, and the Republic is in perfect peace, I can 
assure your excellency that the fact you protest against bas not been repeated during 
this administration, and there is certainty that it will not occur, since the orders 
issued about this matter will be punctually complied with by the inferior authori­
ties. 

With sentiments of high esteem and distinguished consideration, 
I have, etc., 

No. 91.] 

,JOSE MADRIZ . 

.ll.fr. Betker to Jlfr. G1·esharn. 

[Extract.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
COSTA RICA, NICARAGUA, AND SALVADOR, 

Managua, September 19, 1893. (Received October 4.) 
SIR: I have pleasure in being able to report that all is quiet in 

Nicaragua. Peace rei gus. On the 15th was celebrated the anniversary 
of the independence of this nation with the usual ceremony. 

On the same day the new constituent Assembly of the nation, com­
posed of 36 members, met and organized. Into the hands of this 
Assembly the junta which has governed this country, with Gen. Zelaya 
as president of the body, since the latter part of July, resigned its pow-
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ers and authority. The Assembly accepted the resignations, and after­
wards elected Gen. Jose Santos Zelaya as President of the Republic. 
This ele~tion is for a term the length of which shall be fix·ed in the 
constitution which the Assembly has been chosen to frame. Every 
member of the constituent Assembly is a member of the Liberal party. 

The Assembly is likely to complete its work within a period of two 
months. By that time the coffee crop, which is an exceptionally fine 
one this year, will be ripening; and the care of this large interest will 
engage the attention of many of those who might be restless if idle. 

I am, etc., 

No. 69.] 

LEWIS BAKER. 

Mr. Adee to Mr. Balcer. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, September 25, 1893. 

SIR: I have to acknowledge receipt of your No. 83 of 1st instant, 
stating that you had addressed tke Government of Costa Rica on the 
·subject of the beundary dispute between that Government at}d Colom­
bia. It is of course desirable that a copy of your note to the foreign 
secretary should be inclosed to this Department with the copy of his 
reply so as to complete our documentary record of the-incident. 

I am, etc., 
ALVEY A. ADEE, 

Acting Sec'retary. 

No. 127.] 

JJir. Balcer to Mr. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
CoSTA RICA, NICARGUA, AND SALVARDOR, 

Managua, October 30, 1893. (Received November 23.) 
SIR: In reply to your communication No. 69, of September 25, I beg 

to say that I have not received as yet any answer to my note of Sep­
tember 1 to the minister for foreign relations of Costa Rica in regard 
to the boundary question between Costa Rica and Oolom bia. 

I have called. liis attention to the fact, and will comply with your 
request to send you a copy of my note with his reply thereto. 

I beg to remain, etc., 
LEWIS BAKER. 

Mr. Gresham to JJ[r. Balcer. 

No. 88.] DE-PARTl\iENT OF STATE, 
Washington, November 3, 1893. 

SIR: I transmit, with reference to the boundary question between 
Costa Rica and Colombia, a copy of a dispatch* from our minister at 
Bogota, and of the communication of September 6, 1893, addressed by 
the minister of st-ate of Uolombia to the Costa Rican Government, to 
which Mr. McK.inney refers. 

I am, etc. 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 

*For this inclosure see dispatch No. 19, dated September29, 1893, from the United 
States minister to Colombia.. 
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]}[r. Egan to Mr. Gresham. 

No. 393.] LEGATION OF THE UNI'l'ED STATES, 
Santiago, April10, 1893. (Received May 19.) 

SIR: I beg leave to refer to dispatches Nos. ~56 and 357, dated 16th 
and 17th D~cember last, from Mr. F. R. McCreery, charge d'affaires ad 
interim, in which he jnformed the Department of an unsuccessful 
attempt at an uprising on December 11, and of the suspension for a 
period of nine months of the law of individual guaranty. Since that 
time there have been constant rumors of conspiracies and preparations 
on the part of the Balmacedistas or as they call themselves the Demu­
cracia, with the object of overturning the present Government, and the 
preparations culminated on 8th instant in a serious attempt at revolu­
tion, directed by Ex-Col. Fuentes and Senor Blanlot-Holley. The plan 
was to capture several of the barracks, including the barracks of the 
artillery, in which there is stored some 14,000 or 15,000 rifles with cor­
responding ammunition and other arms, as also the comandancia de 
armas or headquarters, then to move upon and capture the moneda and · 
make prisoners of the President of the Republic, the ministers and other 
officials, after which operations would be extended to other cities and 
throughout the country. This plan was to be carried into oper.ation by 
various groups of Balmacedistas, under regular captains, scattering 
themselves around the places to be assaulted and insinuating them­
selves into the public offices all ready to act in accord on receiving a 
preconcerted signal. The Government, which had information of the 
proposed attempt, was prepared, and when the several groups made 
their appearance captured a large number and dispersed the rest with­
out bloodshed, with the exception of one policeman killed and one or 
two wounded. 

Four of the provinces, Santiago, Valparaiso, Aconcagua, and O'Hig­
gins, were immediately declared in state of siege for thirty days, and a 
large number of arrests made throughout the city and also in Valpa­
raiso. 

On the night of the 8th instant a gentleman called at the legation to 
say that as it was known that the leaders, Messrs. Fuentes and Holley, 
against whom the public prosecutor had already demanded the sen­
tence of death for their participation in the attempted uprising of the 
11th December, would not submit to arrest without making resistance, 
positive instructions had been given the police to shoot them, and under 
the circumstances and in the name of humanity, he asked that I might 
afford them asylum in the legation. I considered that, in the circum­
stances stated, it was my duty to comply with the request and I received 
the two gentlemen in the legation where they now are. 

In the absence of a regular ministry I went, accompanied by the 
s·ecretary of the legation, to wait upon the President of the Republic 
yesterday morning, informed him of the facts of the case and solici~d 
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safe conducts to enable the refugees to go across. the frontier. His 
excellency expressed himself pleased at, and he thanked me for my 
action in the matter, saying that if Messrs. Fuentes and Blanlot Hol­
ley had been captured they would, as a necessary consequence of what 
had taken place, have been severely dealt with, and that for his part, 
being anxious for the restoration of the public tranquillity, he would be 
glad to see them safely out of the country. Subsequently I had an 
interview with Senor Errazuriz, who I learned had consented together 
with the other ministers, to discharge the duties of the cabinet. That 
gentleman expressed the same views as those of the president, but 
before giving a final answer, r~quested time to coBsult his colleagues. 
At a later interview he stated that the request for safe conducts had 
been received in the most friendly spirit, but that some mern bers of the 
cabinet desired, before taking final action, that the entire matter should 
be submitted to my own Government for its instructions in the prem­
ises. This I did by telegram on yesterday. 

The minister explained to me that the idea which dictated the 
request for the submission of the question to the U. S. Government is 
that Messrs. Fuentes and Holley, being under accusation for participa­
tion in the attempted uprising of December 11, may be considered as 
not entitled to asylum in .the legation. It must be remembered in refer­
ence to this point that no sentence has been pronounced against these 
gentlemen and that asylum was conceded by me solely on the ground 
of the imminent danger in which I had reaHon to believe their lives to 
be, owing to the violent passions aroused by the events of Saturday last, 
the 8th instant. 

No difficulty can, I believe, arise from the arrangement of this ques­
tion, as the matter is being treated in the most friendly spirit,. and the 
President and a majority of the cabinet are very desirous to facilitate 
the exit of these gentlemen from the country. 

I have, etc., 
P ATRICIC EGAN. 

Mr. G1·esham to Mr. Egan. 

[Telegram.) 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
lVashington, April11, 1893. 

Mr. Gresham observes that Mr. Egan's telegram of the 9th, in which 
it is stated that the Chilean Government regards as strictly eorrect his 
action in giving asylum, under the belief that their lives were in immi­
nent danger, to Fuentes and Holley, against whom the penaJty of death 
was demanded by the public . prosecutor for participation in the 
attempted uprising which took place in December last, is somewhat 
vague. He says that the Chilean legation, in a note which was received 
a few hours after the receipt of Mr. Egan's telegram, denies that the 
two conspirators are entitled to asylum; asserts that their only purpose 
in the said attempted updsing was murder and robbery; that viola­
tion of the municipal laws of Ohile was the ground upon which they 
were indicted and regularly tried in December last, and demands that 
they be surrendered. Mr. Gresham asks whether surrender is demanded 
for trial under the old indictment or for the participation of the refugees 
in the late attempt at overthrow of the Government, or for both, and 
directs that a full report be forwarded. 
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Mr. Egan to Mr. Gresham. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Santiago, April12, 1893. (Received .Aprill3.) 

Mr. Egan, in reply to Mr. Gresham's telegram, says that while, on 
account of the refugees' participation in the occurreuces of the 8th of 
January and 11th of December preceding, by which an overthrow of 
the Government was attempted, and solely on that account, there was 
objection to giving them a safe conduct; their surrender has not been 
demanded of the legation. He states that the indictment of the refu­
gees is for their participation in the December uprising and gives the 
substance of the report of Senor Padilla, the public prosecutor or Fis­
cal, dated February 7. The offense charged against them is described 
in article 4 of said report as sedition or mutiny, presented as the mate­
rial crime in the case, irrespective of the object, which is shown by the 
evidence to make a eounter revolution by taking possession of the cap­
ital and thus constitute a new government and control the republic . 
.Article 7 of the same report recommends that the accused, Fuentes, 
Blanlot-Holley, and others, be sentenced to death. This report, how­
ever, is only to be taken as the opinion of the Fiscal expressed in an 
advisory capacity before the case comes before the court. There has 
been, so far, neither any trial inaugurated before, or sentence passed by 
any court. He adds that large rewards had been offered for the appre­
hension of the refugees, and that if asylum had been refused, almost 
certain death would have been the consequence under the prevailing 
excitement, the police being, according to positive information, under 
orders to shoot if the refugees made the slightest o:Jl'er to resist arrest. 
He st9.tes that the President, upon whom he waited, with the secretary 
of legation, on Sunday morning, expressed his satisf<tetion at the ref­
ugees l1aving avoided capture, and that the minister of foreign affairs 
admitted that the circumstances allowed of •no other course than that 
taken by the legation; that both manifested an .earnest desire that the 
refugees would shortly leave t\t.e country; that it was only after a cab­
inet meeting, which took place subsequently, that he received from the 
minister of foreign affairs a request that the whole question be sub­
mitted to the Government of the United States, the most friendly 
spirit marking the entire negotiation. He adds that the Government 
of Chile has promised every security against threats that have been 
publicly made to burn and attack the legation in order to reach the ref­
ugees, the information to that effect being given him by the Govern­
ment itself. 

Mr. Gresham to Mr. Egan. 

(Telegram.) 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, April15, 1893. 

Mr. Gresham declares that Mr. Egan is not authorized to protect 
Chileans against police officers whose duty it is to arrest them for vio­
lation of the laws of their country, which his telegrams, as read at the 
Department, show that he is doing. He instructs him to cease shelter-
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ing them ·if the Chilean Government demands the refugees on a criminal 
charge, and if such charge was pending against them be.fone they 
engaged in the disturbance of the 8th, or in insurrection. 

Mr. Egan to Mr. Gresham. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Santiago, April16, 1893. 

Mr. Egan requests further instructions in connection with Mr. Gres­
ham's telegram of April15, some points of which he says are not under­
stood by him. He says that sedition, including riot, mutiny, or insur­
rection in connection with the attempt made on December 11, to over~ 
throw the Government was the charge brought against the refugees 
previous to their engaging in the insurrection of the 8th, and that there 
is no charge against them as common criminals. He asks whether be 
is to withdraw protection if that charge is made the basis of a demand 
for their surrender, and whether he should not ask, in that event, for 
guarantees that their lives will be safe and . that violence will not be 
done to them, and put it as a condition that no trial shall take place 
for their share in the attempted insurrection of the 8th. He proceeds 
to explain that the excitement and passion were intense when the 
Chileans, now in the legation, sought refuge on the night of the 8th, 
when the attempted insurrection occurred, and that from the informa­
tion he had, and his personal belief, he gave them protection, not 
against arrest on previous charge which was not then in question, but 
against almost certain death. He adds that· since their entering the 
legation, of which the police had no knowledge until the Government 
was informed by himself, their surrender bas not been demanded in 
any form whatever and expresses regret at not making his previous 
telegrams sufficiently clear. 

Mr. Egan to Mr. Gresham. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED S'I'A'l'ES, 
Santiago, April17, 1893. 

Mr. Egan transmits the substance of a petition received of the refu­
gees by him on this day in which they pray that he ask for authority 
to continue protection until an impartial trial may be bad after a sub­
sidence of public feeling. They represent that the military court which 
was g·iven cognizance of the disturbance that occurred on Dec~mber 11 
last, declared itself incompetent on the ground that the accused parties 
were civilians and not military men; that the removal of the members 
of the court bas been demanded on that account by a leading newspaper 
owned by the minister of foreign affairs, and that application bas been 
made to the court of appeals by the public prosecutor for an order com­
pelling the military court to proceed with the cases. This being the 
actual status, protection is solicited by them until particulars which 
are sent by next mail may have reached the Government of the United 
States. In the event of their request being rejected, they ask that they 
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be restored to the position they were in before coming to the legation, 
by a withdrawal of the police force from the legation's surroundings 
and being freed from surveillance for some four hours or-any reasonable 
length of time. This latter request they base on the claim that prece­
dents established by the U.S. Government afforded the ground upon 
which asylum was sought by and accorded to them. 

He asks consideration of the above points which he has believed it 
his duty to submit to the Department. 

]fr. Greshnm to llfr. Egan. 

[Telegram .] 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
TVashington, Ap1·il18, 1893. 

Mr. Gresham acknowledges the receipt of 1\ir. Egan's telegrams of 
the 16th and 17th. He informs him that the Chilean charge d'affaires 
at Washington has requested the surrender of refugees, who will be 
tried by a civil court and given assurance that they will, on leaving the 
legation, be protected aga,inst violence. He instructs him to require 
them to leave the legation accordingly, but to give timely notice to the 
Chilean Government that protection is expected to be afforded as prom­
ised before withdrawing the shelter theretofore accorded. 

Mr. Egan to JJfr. Gresham. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Santiago, April19, 1893. 

Mr. Egan reports that within an hour after the receipt, at 4 o'clock p.m. 
on Apri118, of Mr. Gresham's telegram he communicated jts substance 
to the Chilean Government and requested that the refngees be protected 
when they should leave the legation, as he was instructed to do; that 
one of the refugees, Fuentes, who attempted to leave the legation, 
together with some visitors, at about 8 o'clock in the evening, during 
Mr. Egan's absence, was arrested at once on the street and lodged in 
jai1 by the police, and that the other, Blanlot-Holley, who is supposed 
to have left a.t about the same time, made his escape good through a 
force of 300 detectives and police, at least, who were then surrounding 
the block in which the legation is situated • 

No. 395.] 

... lfr. Egan to Mr. Gresham. 

[Extract.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Santiago, April19, 1893. (Received June 1.) 

SIR: On yesterday at 3:40 o'clock I had the honor to receive your 
telegram of same date, instructing me that the surrender of the refugees 
baQ. been a.sked by tbe Obilean charge d'affaires in W asbingto» t'Qr _, 
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trial by civil court, with assurance that they would be protected against 
violence when leaving legation, therefore that I should shelter them 
no longer, but before requiring them to leave the legation that I should 
give timely notice to the Chilean Government that it was expe_cted to 
afford the promised protection. 

In accordanee with this instruction I intimated to the refugees, at 
about 4: 40 yesterday, that I would be obliged to discontinue the 
asylum, and that I should at onee notify the Chilean Government that 
it would be expeeted to afford the protection promised upon their going 
out. They begged of me not to notify the Chilean Government until 
12 or 1 o'clock to-day, in order that they might have time to see their 
families and obtain some necessary clothing, which request I refused, 
feeling that it was my duty to act without delay. 

I immediately proeeede.d to the department of foreign relations, 
where I arrived at 5 o'clock, and informed the chief of the diplomatic 
bureau, who was the principal officer there at the moment, of the sub­
stance of my instructions, which he undertook to communicate to the 
minister of foreign relations. 

I bad occasion to be absent from the legation for a short time from 
some minutes before 7 until half past 8 o'clock in the evening, and 
upon my return I learned that two ladies, presumably relatives. of the 
refugees, had called at the legation at about 7:30 o'elock and that Mr. 
Fuentes had just been captured in the street in an attempt to walk out 
of the legation in company with one of these ladies, his o..nly disguise 
being a false beard. The second lady and a gentleman who accom­
panied her were not detained by the police. 

I found the intendente or governor of the province and the sub­
secretary of formgn relations awaiting me in the legation, having 
already prepared a formal document, which they requested me to sign 
with them, setting forth that I had received orders from my Govern­
ment to deliver to the Government of Chile the refugees in this lega­
tion, stating the fact of the capture of Mr. Fuentes, and witnessing the 
delivery, which I was expected to make, of Mr. Blanlot-Holley. 

I informed them that I had no authority or right to enter into such 
agreement, that I was only instructed to discontinue sheltering the 
refugees and to ask for protection for them on going out from the lega­
tion, as I have done. 

The intendente then informed me that be was there to receive Mr. 
Blanlot-Holley, and the subsecretary stated that the Chilean charge 
d'aft'aires in Washington bad informed his Government that I had been 
three times instructed to deliver the refugees. I declined to discuss 
the matter on the basis of delivering or receiving, whereupon the inten­
dente said he was there to oft'er protection. I then proceeded to the 
room occupied by Mr. Blanlot-Holley, in order to require him to leave, 
but found that he had already gone out from the legation and that he 
had escaped capture, although the block in which the legation is situ­
ated was surrounded at the time by a large number of police and detect­
ives, estimated at about 300 men. 

,.. have, etc., 
PATRICK EGAN. 
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111r. Porter to lllr. GTesharn. 

No. 30.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Santia,go, September 12, 1893. (Received•October 12.) 

SIR: Accompanied by Consul Dobbs, I recently made a visit to the 
foreigners' cemetery at Valparaiso for the purpose of inspecting the 
monument erected over the graves of the officers and seamen of the 
U. S. fi'igate Essex, Captain, afterward Commodore, David Porter, 
commanding, in the engagement with the British frigate Phcebe and 
brig Cherub. The monument is plain and substantial, of Italian 
marble, and bears the following inscription: 

In memory of the officers and seamen slain on board the U. S. frigate Essex in this 
harbor, in au engagement with H. B. M's. frigate Phmbe and brig Cltorub, February 
28, 1814. 

Lt. JAMES P. WILMEH. 
Lt. JOHN G. COWELL. 
RHEUL. MAHSHALL, Gunner. 
l<'HANCIS BLAND, Q. M.astcr. 
HENRY KENNEDY, Bos'ns Mate. 
WILLIA.i\1 SMITH. 

Seamen. 
Daniel F. Cassimere. 
Wm. Christopher. 
J obn Clinton, 
'l'hos. Davis. 
George Douglass. 
Lewis F. Earle. 
Joseph Ferrell. 
Thomas Ferry. 
Peter Allen. 
John Al vison. 
James Anderson. 
Thos. Bailey. 
George Beden. 
'I'homas Brannock. 
'I'homas Brown. 
Henry Buff. 
Robert Brown. 
James Folger. 
Francis Green. 
Frederic Hall. 
George Hallett. 
Benj'n Hazen. 
George Hill. 
Mark Hill. 

Searnen. 
John Lings. 
Zachary Mayfield. 
Sam'l Miller. 
Thomas Nordyke. 
Chas. E. Norgran, 
.John Powell. 
John Ripley. 
Tbos. Rnssell. 
James Sellers. 
John .Jackson·. 
Wm. Jennings. 
Thos. Johnson. 
Wm. Johnson. 
Peter Johnson. 
John C. Killian. 
'Villiam Lee. 
Phili11 Thomas. 
Cornelius Thompson. 
Henry Vickers. 
Wm. White. 
"rm. Williams. 
·wm.Wyne. 
John A. dams. 

Erected in 1881 by the Rev. Dr. Trumbull and Gen. L. N. Foote, U. S. consul, 
aided uy Dr. H. E. Ames, assistant surgeon, and other officers of the U. S. ships, 
Richmond, Adams, Omaha, and Pensacola. 

I respectfully suggest that this dispatch be given to the Associated 
Press for publication, that the descendants of these gallant men may 
learn that if the Government their progenitors served so well has been 
tardy in their proper recognition that officers and seamen of the serv­
ice they honored, assisted by patriotic countrymen domiciled at the 
spot where they fell, have discharged the obligation by the erection of 
this monument, and that their countrywomen care for it and maintain 
it in lJerfect condition. 

It would be a graceful act for the Congress to provide for the erection 
of a monument commemorative of the services and death of these brave 
men either at the Naval Academy or in one of the squares at Wash­
ington. 

Yours, etc., 
· JAS. D. PORTER. 
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JJfr. Adee to Jtir. Porter. 

No. 33.] DEPAR'l'lVIENT OF STATE, 
Washington, October 18, 1893. 

SIR: Referring to your No. 30, of the 12th ultimo, in relation to the 
monument erected at Valparaiso to the memory of the officers and sea­
men of the U.S. frigate Essex, I have to inform you that the Secre­
tary of the Navy has recommended to the favorable consideration 
of the naval committees of the Senate and House of Representatives 
your suggestion that a monument commemorative of their services be 
erected at the Naval Academy or in one of the squares at Washington. 

I am, etc., _, 
ALVEY A. ADEE, 

Acting Secretary. 
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llfr. Denby to Mr. Foster. 

No. 1609.] LEGA'l'ION OF 'l'HE UNITED STATES 
Peking, Decembm- 1, 1892. (Received January 14, l893.) 

SIR: In my dispatch No. 1385, of September 10, 1891, I refe,rrecl to 
my correspondence with the foreign office rehtting to the Yangtze regu­
lations. I therein urged that these regulations should be rescinded, as 
by their terms they were to endure ouly until tranquillity was restore6l, 
which had long since happened. The inspector-general of maritime 
customs took the same view, and the foreign office intimated that it 
would resciud or modify the saicJ. regulations. 

Nothing, however, was done touching this subject. The 19th day of 
November last I again addressed the Yamen on the subject. I inclose 
herewith a copy of my communication, together with a copy of the 
reply thereto. 

The Yameu sets out at great length a report on t-his subject from 
the northern and southern superi11teuclents of trade, wherein they 
make a forcible argument against the doing away with the existing 
regulations respecting honds. The Yamfm conelndes that as long as 
forei:gn meTchants charter .native junks in trade on the Yangtze they 
must give boudR. If foreign merchants s-hould cease to employ native 
junks then the system may be abolished. 

There has been a great deal of illicit traffic in munitions of war on 
the Y~wgtze clnring the paRt year. Under the bond system such impor­
tations can in a measure be checked and bad characters can be found 
out an<l bona fide merchants protected. 

I shall, for the prcseut, let the question rest where it is. 
I have, etc., 

CHARLES DENBY. 

[Incl~sure 1 jn No. 1609.j 

M1·. Denby to the 1'snng-li-Ymn/Jn. 

INFORMAL.] LEGATION OF TI-m UNITED STATES, 
Peking, Novernber 19, 1892. 

YouR HIGUNESS AND YOUR ExcELLJ;jNCms: On the 1st day of September, 1891, I 
had the honor to receive from yonr llighne:,'"S and your excellencies a communication 
relating to the case of Messrs. Burnett & Co., American merehants residing at Han­
kow, which involved the construction of the Yangtze regnl:ttions. This cowmnni­
cation embodied the report of the inspector-general of imperialmaritimeer~ostoms on 
the ease stated, and in that report the following language was used: "With refer­
ence to doing away with the present regulations respecting bond::;, as tranquillity 
has been restort-.d on the Yangtze, this "\Voulcl seem proper, Lnt nntil instructions are 
jssned by the Yamcn on this question the present regulations should be adhered to." 
Am1, in the conclusion of the commnnieatiou of ;your highness and your excellencies 
the following language was used: "As to modifying the present regulations regard­
ing bonds, when the Yamen has adopte<l ~satisfactory modus operapui the pr.ince 

· 220 
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and ministers will then inform the minister of the United States. Pending this, 
however, the present regul:1tions are to remain in force." 

As more than one year has elapsed since the above communication was received, 
and as no steps have been taken to do away with tho existing regulations, which 
have long since become unnecessary, a.nd stand only a~-> an annoyance to shippers, I 
ha.ve to request that the matter be taken up by your highness and your excellencies 
and that the regulations be rescinded. • 

I have, etc., 
CHAULES DENBY. 

[Inclosure 2 in No.l609.-TranslaUon.] 

The Tsung-li-Yamen to Mr. Denby. 

N OVEl\'IllER 26, 1892. 
The prince and ministers had the honor, on the 19th instant, to receive a note frotn 

the minister of the United States relating to the case of Messrs. Burnett & Co., 
which involved the constrnction of the Yangtze regulations, etc. The minister cited 
the Yamcn's remarks "as to modifying the present regnlntions regarding bonds when 
the Yameu had adopte'l a satisfactory modus operatuli the prince and ministers 
would then inform the minister of the United States. Pending this, however, the 
present regulations are to remain in force." 

As more than one year had elapsed and no steps had been taken to do away with 
the exist.ing regulations, the minister of the United States requested that the matter 
be taken up and the regulations be rescinded, etc. 

With regard to the case of Messrs. Burnett & Co., it had been frequently dis­
cussed, and the Yamen, considering the very small amount of money involved, 
addressed the gov(Jrnor-general of the Hu-Kuaug provinces to be yielding, conside­
rate, and reasonable in taking action in the premises, and this fact was communi­
cated to t.be minister of the Uuited States in September last. 

As to whether the system of bonds should be done away with or not, the Yitwen 
at the time aflclressed the ministers SUl)Crintendent of northern and southern trade 
to instruct all the superintendents of cnstoms and .customs Taotais to consider the 
matter and report thereon. The ministers superiutendent of trade have presented 
their reports to the Yarn en em bodying the .;views submitted at different times of the 
varions customs Taotais, which are to the following effect: 

The issuance of bonds to foreign merchants who charter native.;vessels is not only 
for the purpose of a security against discrepancies in the cargo manifest, but, fur­
ther, as a security that the cargo and vessel will reach the port cleared for. 

'l'hese documents or bonds must be returned to the commissioner at port of depart­
ure within two months from tile date of issue. They apply to native junks, anti. not 
to steamers, as may be known. 

Still fnrther, the shipment or illicit discharge of cargo en route: or the convey­
ance of cargo to other than the place of destiuation, without these bonds there 
would be no way of ascertaining whether this was done or not. -These irregularities 
are committed by the merchants, and it would not be convenient that the c;~ptain 
alone should be responsible, hence it is necessary that a guarantee, or bond, should 
first be given, and any violation of the regulations will subject the offender to a for­
feit of a sum to the value of vessel and goods shipped. These regulations have been 
in force for a number of years and have not been detrimental in any way to the 
interests of foreign merchants of bona fide and good standing. They are in keeping 
with the intent and purpose of the fourteenth article of the treaty betweeu the 
United States and China, signed at Tien-tsin, which, in substance, reads: "* * * 
And any vessel (under the American flag) violating this provision (and carrying on 
a clandestine awl fraudulent trade) sha.ll, with her cargo, be subject to confiscation 
to the Chinese Government, and any citizen who shall trarle in any contraband arti· 
cle of mercha.ndise shall be subject to be dealt with by the Chinese Government 
withont being entitled to any countenance or protection fi·om that of the United 
States." 

A fine interpretation of the regulations, that this provision is only valid until tran­
quillity has been restored along the river, would seem to mean the stopping of for­
eign merchants chartering Chinese junks. If foreign merchants still continue to 
charter Chinese junks, then the system of bonds ca.n not be done away with. If the 
bond system is to be abolished, then foreign merchants must be instructed that they 
can not employ native junks for the purpose of trade in the i1111er waters of Chiua, 
This would be fully in harmony with existing regulations, but it is to be feared for-
~ign merchants would not be pleased with the change, • 
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Again, there are numbers of outlaws on the Yangtze at present engnged in the 
jJ] idt traffic of conveying mnnitions of war and there is evidence beyond doubt that 
na ti ''e junks are employed for the purpose, and it is right that extra precautions be 
t;lken to strenuously guard against this traffic at the places and ports alongt.he river. 
A ~:;tipula.tiou should, fnrt.hermore, be inserted in the bonds covering this point. How 
cuulcl the bonds, therefore, be done awa,y with~ 

Cargo that is shipped from Haukow to Chin-kiang, for instance, when payment of 
dnty has l1een made at Hankow, the commissioner of customs at Hankow sends, 
under sealed cover, to the conimissioner of customs at Chinkiang a certiJic<~te of 
the cargo, which is opened by the latter officer, who is then able to ascertain on 
examination whether the cargo agrees with the amount specified on tl1e certificate, 
aml when the vessel's clues have been paid the bond can be canceled. 

The certificates are not examined when the vessel passes the native inland cnst.oms 
barriers, bnt the bond specifying the cargo is examined, and if these documents are 
to be clone away with the native inland barrier officials would have no means of 
holtling an llxamination. 

Tbcn, again, captains of native vessels may secretly carry goods with baggage, 
merchants may make false representations by getting a certain article shipped when 
specifying another, and from Ha11kow to Chin-kiang by water is a jonrney of over 
1,000 li or Chinese miles, with any number of b1a.neh streamlets rmmiug into the 
Yangtze, where junks may stop or discharge cargo, and such practices wonl<l prove 
detrimental to the revenue. 

As to foreign merchants chartcnng native junks for the conveyance of cargo, they 
are exempted from paying likiu at the uarriers under existing regulatiuw>, ·which 
shows that they are treated with every kindness. It is right, therefore, tllat they 
should continue to give bonds, which is in harmony with the purpose auc:l intent of 
the forty-sixth article of the Tit-n-tsii.L treaty. 

'l'he Yamen is requested not to make any order doing away wit.h bonds. 
The Yami'm would ol.Jserve that as foreigners will or must cliarter native junks, in 

tralle on the Yangtze, they must give bonds. If foreign mercbants will stop employ­
ing native craft then the system of bonds can be done away with . . These two condi­
tions in effect are connected together a.nd the principle is easily understood. Since the 
system of bonds was put in force, it has worl{ed in no way detriwcutal to trade. The 
past year has witnessed more aud more illicit traffic in mnnitio11s of wa.r on the 
Yangtze River and the Yami'm had iu mind the discussion of the questiou with the 
diplomatic body with a view to making the rule of action more prohibitive against 
this practice. 

Under this system of bonds the authorities are enabled to find ont bad characters 
as well as give due protection to merchl1nts of bona fide and good standing. 

The system can not but prove advantageous. Further, China can of her:,;e]f exer­
cise such authority as she deems necessary to guard against abuses. This is iu 
accordance with treaty. 

Havin6· received the report of the ministers superintendent of southern trade and 
of nortbern t·racle, embodying the views submitted by the various customs Taot:vis, 
the Yamcn do not find it convenient to make any change in the r egnlatious. 

As in duty uonnd the prince and ministers send this communication in reply for 
tbe information of the minister of the United States. 

A necessary communication addressed to his excellency, Col. Chal'les Dcuby. 

No. 164:9.J 

Mr. Denby to Mr. Gresham. 

[Extract.) 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Pelcing, JJiarch 3, 18.93. (Received ... ~pri122.) 

SIR: The Chicago Exposition has created an immense demand in 
the United States for information concerning China. This legation 
has supplied this information touching many matters affecting the laws, 
customs, and trade of China. As the most of these suhjects have been 
discussed in dispatches to the Department, I have not deemed it neces­
sary to treat them again. 

It does not, however, appear that the" Peking police system" has 
ever been described in any communication to the Departmeut. Having 
had occasion recently to send an account thereof to one of my numer. 
ous correspondents, I think it advisable to send it to the Department, 
so that other.inquirers may avail themselves thereof. 
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1-'HE POLICE SYSTEM. 

The police system of Peking is corH1ucte<l by what is termed the 
office of the gendarmerie, under which a force recruited from the 
Eight Banner Uorps i~ placed. The men of this force, numbering from 
15,000 to 20,000 are distributed in squads at guard stations throughout 
the city and suburbs. The head of the police is an officer of the first 
rank styled General commandant of the gendarmerie. He has charge 
of the niue gates of Pekiug. This officer is generally a president or 
vice-president of one of the metropolitan boards. 

STAFF Ol!' THE COMMANDANT. 

This officer is supported by the following staff, viz: 
Two police provosts, officers of the second rank. 
One deputy provm:;t of third rank A. 
One assistant deputy provost of third rank B. 
One major of police, fourth rank A. 
One captain of police, fifth rank A. 
One lieutenant of police, fifth rank 11. 
One deputy lieutenant, sixth rank A. 
Otle coutroller of alarm signals of fourth ra.nk A. This officer fires 

a gun, wheu, in case of emergeucy, all the members of the force are 
required to turn o~1t. 

TJIE GE~ERAL COMMANDANT. 

The general commamhmt is a Manchu, named Fn Kun. This officer 
is a grand secretary, miuister of the forcigu uftlce, cl1ief c:ontroller of 
the board of revenue, and coutroller of the imperiallwusehold. 

SALARIES. 

The salaries paid these officers per annum arc as follows: 

General cornmanclant ............................................................ . 
2 police 1n·ovosts .................................... _ ..................... -en ell .. 

t ~:J~l~~r;,_r~~~~~~~~ ~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :1f:: 
24 c:tptains ........ __ . _ ................ . ...... . .............................. do .. . 
336 lientennnts .............................................................. do .. . 
72 tlepnty li<'ntenants ....................................................... do .. . 
1 coutroller of alarm signals .............. - ...... - ................................ . 

OFFICERS OF POLICE IN OUTER CITY. 

Salary. 

'l'acls. 

1, 8iW. 
1, 25-t 

984 
984 
782 
384 
348 
il08 
78~ 

Piculs of 
rice. 

90 
75 
(i5 
65 
52~ 
jO 
40 
30 
52~ 

The officers of the police iu the outer city and their salaries are as 
follows, viz: 

1 colonel ..................... _ .................... : . ................ , ••. ____ ..... . 
4lieutenant-colonolR ................................... _ ...... _ ... __ ............. . 
5 1najors .............. __ ............ __ . ____ .......................... . ........... . 
5 first captains ..... - ... __ - .... __ .. _ ... _ . _ ...... _ .......................... - , ..... . 
17 ReCOJlll C:tptaiue ........ ---- ....... ··--- ------ ...... ------.-- .... ... ..... - ..... . 
46 lieutenants .......... ____ .. _ ....... _ ...... _ ....................... , .. ,, ....... . 
92 scrgean ts ... _ ... _ ..................................... _ ... _ ..... , , ..... _ ...... . 
:t-05 second sergeants (being senior ancl .junior sergeants) .. ,_._,._, ___ ._-.- __ .... . 

Salary. 

Taels. 

1, 354 
984 
884 
782 
348 
348 
226 

94 to164 

Piculs of 
rice. 

77~ 
65 
65 
52~ 
40 
40 
22~ 

17 to 20 
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POLICE STATIONS, 

There are 719 stations and 1,300 snb-stabonf:i, including stations out­
side of the imperial city and iu the outer eity. About 14,000 men are 
distributed among these stations. In tl1e I rnperia l city there are 8 
special t:ltations, each in charge of a lieu tcintnt ·with a detachmeut of 
120 men. 

'rhe pay of a policeman is 1~ tacls per mo11th with a small rice allow­
ance. 

ARREST S AND CRD1E S. 

It is impossible to furnish statistics of the number of arrests during 
a11y given year, or of tile number aud kind of crimes committed, as none 
are published. From the crowded condition of the prisous and the 
number of public executions it is safe to say that crime is very preva­
lent. 

DRUNKENNESS. 

As to drunkenness, which bas been particularly inquired about, it 
does not exist to as great an extent as in western countries, the use of 
.opium having greatly superseded tbe COllSnmption of intoxicating 
liquors. 

Liquors are sold in Peking without lict'nse, but an octroi or likin 
duty is paid on them when they are brought througlt the city gates. 

POLICE SIG~ALS, 

The signals of the police from station to station are made by word of 
mouth-that is, by loud cries or yells. No telegraphic or other modern 
system, such as exists in western cities, is in use in Pekiug. 

PUNISIIl\U:NTS l rOR CHIMI~. 

The punishments now infHcted for an infringement of the Jaw are: 
1. Flogging with tlw bamboo. 
2. Banishment within a limited distance for a limited time or perma­

nently. 
3. Death, of which there are three modes-slicing or cutting to 

piecPs, strangling, and decapitation. 
Some miuor punishments are inflicted by the use of manacles of wood 

or iron fetters, and by the cangne, a species of stoek, consisting of a 
heavy framework of wood, in which the neck and hands are confined. 
An instrument for compressing the ankle bones and fingers may be law­
fully used for torture, Lut many other curious modes of torture are also 
used. 

PRISONS. 

There are a great many prisons in China. Every prefectural and 
magisterial city aud lllatly others have prisons. 'fhese are as cheerless 
as a11yplace can be. The prisoners are all huddled together. There are 
no furuiture nor any comforts provided, and the fare is usually nothing 
but millet. It not infrequently happens that prisoners freeze to clentll. 

COURTS. 

The board of punishments has the control and direction of punish­
ments throughout the JiJmpire, aud Las also civil jurisdiction to some 
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extent. In cmmection with the court of censors and grand court of 
revision (which departme11t exercises a general supervision over tbe 
administration of the crimiual law), the board of punishments is the 
highest or supreme court of the Empire, though the cases brought 
before it are mostly criminal. 

1 f the judges are not unanimous in their decisions, these must be 
reported to the Emperor, who will pass final judgment. 

In the provinces, the judicial commissioner or judge constitutes the 
highest court, but in some cases an appeal lies to the governor-gen­
eral or governor of the province, who pronounces judgment. An appeal 
then lies to Pekin g.-

Courts inferior to the t~otut of the provincial judge are those of tbe 
intendant, pt·efect, aml local magistrate. 

The right of appeal from lower to higher courts is recognized and 
constantly exercised. 

There are no juries in court procedures. It ~s believed that the 
Chinese do not desire juries. 

POPULA'riON OF PEKING. 

The populr~tion of Peking, including the outer, or what is commonly' 
calle<l the "Chinese City," is estimated at 1,300,000. · 

I have, etc., 
CHARLES DENBY. 

Mr. Denby to J1[r. Gresham. 

No. 1664.] L1~GATION OF 'l'IIE UNITED STATES, 
Peking, Aprill, 1893. (Heccivecll\lay 23.) 

SIR: I have tl1e honor to inform you that I have receive< I from Mr. 
W. H. Carles, Iler Britannic :Thtfaje:;;ty's consul at Chin-kiang, in charge of 
United States interests during the a,bsence of Consul Jones, a trans­
lation of a communication from Tsai, TaotHi, and the connni~oners of 
the Nanking bureau of foreign affairs, a copy whereof is T1erewith 
inclosed. 

This communication relates to the leasing or purchasing lands for 
churches, hospitals, or cemeteries by American citizens. One of like 
character was addressed to Mr. Carles as British consul, and related to 
British missionaries. It recites that frauds have been perpetrated on 
missionaries in the pureltnse of land, and it is ostensibly designed to 
protect them, but the real purpose is to make it impossible for them to 
acquire land at all. To that end the rule is laid down that "hence­
forth when missionaries, or other citizens of the United States, desire to 
acquire land or houses, no matter where, they mnst first meet the gentry 
and elders of the place, and agree with them, ancl then report to the 
bureau of local officials for an official survey of the ground." 

This clause introduces a new element in the mode of acquiring 
land. Article 12 of the treaty of 1858 does not require that citizens 
of the United States desiring to purchase land shaH submit the ques­
tion to the decision of the gentry a1id elders. It lea~es them free to 
purchase land, enjoins that the prices shaU not Le exorbitant, prohibits 
the local authorities from interfering unless objections are offered on 
the part of the inhabitants respecting the place, requires legal fees to be 
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paid, provides that particular !'pots shall not be unreasonably insisted 
on, and e11joins justice and moderation. 

The clause above quoted from the communication of the Taotai is so 
distinctly antagonistic to the above article of the treaty that I have 
directed Mr. Carles to notify the Taotai that it will not be acquiesced 
in or acted on by this legation. 

I have, etc., 
CHARLES DENBY. 

[Inclosure in No. 1664.] 

Bnrean of Foreign Affctirs at Nanking to U. S. Consul. 

FRBRUARY 11, 1893. 
Tsni, Taotai, and commissioner of the Nanking bureau of foreign affairs, makes 

a communication to Consnl .Jones. 
Missionaries ~11Hl other citizens of the Unitc1l States a.t Nanking, when leasing or 

pnrehasing houses or lands for churches, hospitals, or cemeteries, before they outain 
tue lease are requirecl by regulations to report the matter to the local anthority, 
who, after satisfying himself that the fcng shui of the neighborhood is not interfereu 
with, authorizes the completion of the conveyance, and, after registering the sale as 
required by law, affixes his seal to the need held by the purchaser. 

Such has been the regular course of procedure, bnt of late a lot of scoundrels have 
devoted themselves to making money by fraudulent dealings with foreigners in lantls, 
the titles of which are complicated or obscure; there are few who fail to fall into 
their traps, so clever are the arguments which they employ. They are naturally 
afraid that if an official inspection is made of the land it will be difficult to blind 
the eyes of the authorities, a.nd the missionn,ries, through. their anxiety to settle the 
affair qnickly, neglect to take thought for the future aml are tricked by these men 
into not complying with the regulations. Later on, when the rights of the case have 
been officially represented by the gentry, the local authorities have attempted to 
effect some satisfactory arrangement with the missionaries and have discovered to 
them the fraudulent tricks with the object of affording them protection, but the 
latter obstinately gloss over the wrong-doing and refuse to accept any compromise, 
with the result that in end there are delays which extend over many years without 
a settlement of the case being arriverl at, an instance of haste not effecting speed. 

Although among the missionaries there are some who have no lack of intelligence, 
who transact their business in conformance with regulations, there are others who 
are played upon to acquire land too hastily. 

This bureau has accordingly laid down a plain rule that henceforth, when mission­
aries or other citizens of the United States desire to acquire land or houses, no 
matter where, they must first meet the gentry and elders of the p1n,ce, and agree 
with them and then report to the bureau and local officials for an oilicial survey of' 
the ground. 

On its being found that the feng shui of the neighborhoorl is not prejudiced, the 
execution of the conveyance will be ordered, and the official tax receipt and title 
deed ·will be sealed and forwarded through this bureau to your consulate for delivery. 

This course will prevent complications and expedite matters while diminishing 
correspondence, on\l measure thus securing several good objects. The consul's inti­
mate knowledge of the circumstances of the case will don btless induce him to readily 
accept this conrse of action. 

It is the Taotai's duty accordingly to communicate with him and to express the 
hope that he will see tit to give instruction to miss· onaries that in future, when 
leasing or purchasing land or houses they must conform to these rules, and will also 
inform them that if the rules are intentionally defied and irregular sales or purchases 
are effected, deeds for such lands will not receive the official seal, irrespective of 
whether the titles are complicated or not.. If missionaries and others purposely set 
the regulations at defiance and are outwitted, this bureau and the local offici:1ls must 
decline to entertn,in any question of complication arising therefrom. 

This bureau in asking this is prompted by the desire to take precautionary meas­
ures to safeguard foreigners' interests. 

A necessary communication. 
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Mr. Denby to Mr. GTesham. 

No.1666.] LEGA1'ION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Peking, ApTil 7, 1893. (Received Ma.y 23.) 

SIR: The construction, now under way, of the new offices for this 
legation affords an interesting opportunity to obtain some statistics as 
to the lmildi11g industry in Peking. 

Labor of all kinds, both skilled and unskilled, in China is notoriously 
cheap, and builders form no exception to the rule. The workmen 
employed on the new office building number about forty, varying from 
day to day. At their head is an overseer, whose wages per ·day are 3 
tiao G, or about 24 cents United States currency, and who supplies his 
own food. Under tllis overseer are 30 0r 40 masons a.nd carpenters, 
who are of two classes: First, takung, or superior workmen, who receive 
the equivalent of 11 cents per day and three meals. They have the 
option of supplying their own food, in which case they receive 16 ·cents 
per day, or 5 cent~ additional. Second, hs1:ao lmng, or inferior work­
rilen, wh~ receive · 2i cents per day and three meals. In case tlley 
supply their own food tl1ey receive 5 cents per day additional, or about 
8 cents in all. 8-ome carpenters of superior ability receive wages at 
a higher rate than the above, amounting to 25 or 30 cents a day. '_rhese, 
however, are few in number, and are employed only on the more diffi­
cult part of the wood,vork. 

The food furnished by the contractor consists of three meals daily, 
viz, at 6 a. m., 12m., and 6 p. m. Only old rice and salted vegetables 
are supplied, all three meals being the same. It is said to cost the 
contractor about 3~- cents l>er day for this food, not counting cook's 
wages and fire. Less than 5 cents per day is the total estimated cost 
per man. 

It is an unwritten part of the contract between the contractor and 
his employes that they are to have, in addition to the time allowed for 
meals, two interims for rest a day, one in the morning and one in the 
afternoon, of about twenty minutes eacll. To a western observer this 
would seem an entirely unnecessary indulgence, for no workmen in the 
world have so mastered the art of dilatoriness as the Chinese. They 
move about their task with a deliberation which could scarcely be 
increased without becoming entire repose. The consequence is that 
many men here will not perform the work which could easily be done 
by one American, and the ad vantage of individual low ·wages disap­
pears in the greater numbers which it is necessary to employ. 

It is a curious commeutary on the management of public f'nnds in 
China that carpenters and masons employed on Government bnihling-s 
insist on receiving, and do receive, higl1er wages than for private work. 
The profits of such contracts are lnwwn to be large, and employes, sup­
ported by powerful guilds in each trade, demand a division of the 
spoils. The result is that of funrls apf>ropriated for public buildings 
and other improvements only about 60 per cent is actually spent as 
ostensibly intended. 

The laying of cement foundations for buildings is, in Peking, a spe­
cialty of a certain class of workmen, who do nothing else. The contract 
for foundations is let to a snbcontractor at so much per square foot. 
Tl:le usual building foundation consists of a mixture of seven parts earth 
to three parts lime thoroughly mixed and put down wet. It is then 
rammed with light wooden mallets and afterwards m:tde firmer still by 
a very effec~ive Chinese instrument called a '' wo." This consist& of a 
heavy disk of iron lifted by a number of coolies, by means of rope~ 
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attached to its rim, and allowed to fall heavily on the cement from a 
height of about 7 or 8 feet. The coolies engaged in this operation keep 
time by all joining in the chorus of a song, the verses of which are 
chanted by a bystander, who seems to take no other part in the work. 
The shouting of this chorus by a dozen lusty voices is the inevitable 
accompaniment of foundation building in Uhina, and is persisted in with 
a perseverance which almost leads one to believe that walls could not 
be built without it. 

Au observation of the attitude of contractors toward their workmen 
seems to show that the lower orders of laborers are possessed of cer­
tain privileges and are not devoid of means of insisting on their recog­
nition. No such thing as oppression or ill-treatment is ever attcmpte<l. 
The coalition of laborers into guilds fo1' the advancement of tLleir inter­
ests is an ancient institution in China, and recent instances have not 
been wanting to demonstrate the power of the humblest clttsses to 
assert their views and obtain recognition of them before the most 
exalted tribunals. "' 

It is hoped that the new offices will be complete<l and ready for occu­
pation during the month of July. 

I have, etc., 
CHARLES DENBY. 

lJlr. Gresham to Jlfr. Denby. 

No. 803.] DEPAH,Tl\IENT OF STA'l'E, 
lVashington, June 5, 1893. 

SIR: Your dispatch numbered 1G64-, of the 1st of April last, has been 
received. You therein report the promulgation, by the N ankiug offi­
cials, of a new rule in rega,rcl to the acquisition of land by Americans 
at that place. 

This rule will result iu making such acquisitions difficult, if not in 
fact impossible, by requiring that ''henceforth when missionaries, or 
otl1er citizens of the U11ited States, desire to acquire land or houses, no 
matter where, they must first meet the gentry and elders of the place, 
and agree with them, and then report to the bureau of local officials for 
an official survey of the ground." 

A similar notification having been addressed to the British COIISular 
representative at Nan king, the measure. appears not to be directed 
especially against citizens of the United States. 

Your interpretation of" Article XII of the treaty of 1838 between 
the United States and China is clearly correct, but the terms of that 
convention are only applicable to the treaty ports, and Nanking is not 
one of these. It does not appear that the requirements announced by 
the taotai of Nanking is other than a local rule for that city. The 
adoption of such a measure at a treaty port would undoubted1y be a 
contravention of the treaty, being an interference by the local author­
ities, in ad vance, to prescribe initial negotiations otherwise than 
directly between the lessor and the lessee. 

As you can not be expected to intervene in such action outside of the 
treaty ports, it is not clear on what ground your notification was made 
to the 'faotai of Nanking, thrpugh the acting consul, that the proposed 
new rule will not be acquiesced in or acted upon by your legation. 
Your good offices and thm;;e of the consul at Ching-kiang should, how­
ever, be used, when available, to prevent abrupt reversal of any estab-
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lished custom at Nanking whereby the tolerance heretofore accorded 
in this regard to foreigners there, as in other parts of China, may be 
impaired or destroyed. The acquisition of land by foreigners outside 
of the treaty ports being a matter of permission and usage, fortified by 
long observance, it is desirable that transactions to that end should, 
as far as practicable, be the same as in localities where the right is 
sti~ula~ed by treaty. 

I am, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 

Mr. Greshct?n to _.lfr. Denby. 

N·o. 804.) DEPARTMENT OF STA'l'E, 
1Va.skington, Jmw 5, 1893. 

SIR: I trnnsmit. herewith for yonr information copirs of correspond­
ence excbaugetl with the Chinese minister in this capital, relative to 
the application of the Chinese immigration act of May 5, 1892, to the 
test cases recently brought before the Supreme Court to determine the 
constitutionality of that act, and to the apprehensions felt by the min­
ister lest the date fixed for the enforcement of the Geary act might be 
marked by mob violence against the Chinese in the Pacific States. 

The minister's fears in the latter regard proved groundless, as I felt 
confident would be the case. 

In pursuance of the intimation conveyed in Mr. _Wharton's note to 
l\fr. Tsni, of December 10, 1802, that the constitutionality of the Geary 
act could be tested only before the judicial branch of this Government, 
certain test cases were brong1It before the Supreme Court immediately 
after the act went into operation on the 5th ultimo, all(_l by the under­
standing reached, as shown in the correspondence, the proceedh1gs were 
expedited, and the decision of the court rendered on the 15th ultimo 
sustaining the law. When it shall be printed copies will be sent to 
you. 

In recent conversations with the Chinese minister since the decision 
the alarming reports of anticipated acts of retaliation in both countries 
have been discussed. I have told Mr. Tsui I was satisfied that if the 
Chinese protect Americans in China and prevent assaults upon them 
we would be able to protect the Chinese in this country, but that should 
Americans in China-missio-p.arie~, merchants, and others-be injured 
in person or propertyit might not be possibl~ to control sentiment here 
and to effectively protect the widely scattered Chinese. 

The minister, in return, assured me that there was nothing in his 
latest official ad vices to justify. the belief that Americans in China were 
now imperiled, and that no efforts would be spared for their protection 
should they be threatened with danger. As regards the execution of 
the act of May 5, 1892, I have stated to the minister that while the 
President can not Rnspcnd a law of Congress, which it is his constitu­
tional duty to exeente, and while it was impoRsible to give assuraRce 
that the Geary act would not be enforced, its terms· and requirements 
will necessarily cause its enforcement to be attended with some delay; 
so that there was no reason to believe that the Chinese who have refused 
compliance with the statute will be deported in large numbers between 
now and the assembling of Congress, at whieh time there is ground to 
anticipate further legislation on the subject. 

The situation appears, in the ·main, to be favorable to a rational dis-
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position of the whole matter. Some harsh features of the Treasury reg­
ulations for the enforceme11t of the Geary law have been modified, a 
circumstance which lYir. Tsui assures me is highly appreciated. In the 
absence of an adequate appropriation for the deportation of nonregis­
tered Chinese, the operations of the Treasury Department are neces­
sarily limited for the present mninly to the cases of the those wlw are 
found to have come to the United States unlawfully. 

I am, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM • 

.1lfr. Denby to 1l1r. Gresham. 

[Extract.) 

No. 1691.] LEGATION OF TITE UNITED S'fATES, 
Peking, June 14, 1SfJ3. (Received ·July 31 .) 

SIR: On the hu:;t anniversary of the Queen's birthday, Mny 24, Sir 
Hobert Hart, inspector-general ofimperial maritime customs, was made 
a baronet. 

This gentlema.n had already received nearly a l1 the honors thnt China 
conlfl l>cstow. He received a piece of silk with the names of his three 
immediate ancestors inscribed thereon in five colors. This is a higher 
honor than the yellow jacket. Another special decree also conferred 
buttons of the first rank on his immediate three ancestors for his able 
administration of the customs. The effect of this decree was to ennohle 
his ancestors for three generations. 

The rise and progress of the customs service constitute remarkahle 
events in the history of China. Inaugurated in 1853, after the T'ai­
ping rebels had captured Shanghai, for the temporary collection of ens­
toms duties on foreign bottoms, the institution proved so effective that 
it became permanent. 

The indoor staff of the imperial customs is composed of foreigners 
only. In the outdoor staff there are many Chinese. The inspector­
general is the supreme autocratic head. He bas absolute and unques­
tioned control. Immediately below him are 33 cmnmissioners, who are 
generally stationed in the open ports. The next rank consists of l 2 
deputy commissioners. 'rhere are then about 133 first, second, third, and 
fourth assistants; also clerks numbering 21; miscellaneous, 18; and 21 
surgeo11S. Exclusive of the surgeons the indoor staff numbers 218. 
The outdoor staff numbers 354:, consisting of tide surveyors, assistants, 
bon.t officers, examiners, etc. 

The customs service has charge of all .the light-houses on the China 
coast, and the work of lighting is done in an admirable manner. 
There is also a small educational department, making a total of 719 
forejgners, 3,181 Chinese, or, in all, 3,900 employes. 

The British outnumber any other nationality, being 170 in number. 
There are in the service French, Germans, Americans, Italians, Rus­
sians, Portuguese, .Austrians, Spaniards, Belgians, Dutch, Hungarians, 
Norwegians, and others. 

Sir Hobert Hart succeeded Mr. H. N. Lay as the head of the customs 
in 1t;G3. He has J)erformed his arduous duties with conspicuous ability. 
He is now regarded with the highest favor by tbe Chinese Govern-. 
meut. He is more and more, day by day, being intrusted with the 
administration of difficult questions which arise with foreign countries. 
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The receipts of the customs are honestly accounted for, and constitute 
a large 11ortion of the income of the Government. As l011g as Sir 
Robert Hart lives the system that he bas created will be secure, but at 
his death it is highly probable that the Chinese Government will 
resume control over its own customs. 

I have, etc., 
CHARLES DENBY. 

Mr. Denby to Jl;[r. Gresham. 

No.1692.] LEGATION OF THE UNI'l'ED STATES, 
P eking, June 21, 1893. (Received Jnly 31.) 

SIR: Mr. W. N. Pethick, our vice-consul at Tien-tsin, has resigned 
his position as manager of the Chinese railways and bas gone to the 
Uuited States. His departure has brought about several chm1ges in 
the personnel of the railways. Chang Chin-chung, a grandson of Li 
Hung-chang, has been appointed directo·r-general of the Imper·ial Hail­
way. This line commences at a place called Kuyen, which is about 90 
miles from Tien-tsin, and extends to Shan-hai-kuau and past the Great 
Wall into Manchuria. 

Chang Yen-mou, who is chief manager of the Tnngshan colliery at 
Kaiping, bas been appointed director-g·eneral of the Commercial Ha.il­
way, which commences at Tien-Tsin and goes through to Kuyen. The 
assistant director-general of the Imperial Railway is also a clansman 
of tlle viceroy. The assistant director-general of both Jmperial an<l 
Commereial railways is Wn 'l'ing-faug, better known as Ng Choy, who 
is a lawyer by profession and speaks :English perfectly. 

It will thus be seen that the two lines of rail way are practically com­
bined in one. 

The portion between Tien-tsin and Kuyen is owned by the China 
Hailway Company, a private concern. The baJance of the line, as far 
as it may be extended, is owned by the Imperial Government. Two 
million taels a year are appropriated for its construction. I.~i Hung­
chang bas supreme control as far as Shan-hai kuau; beyond that point 
the road is controlled by the governor-general of the pro vi uce of Shing­
king. 

'l'he road bas nearly approached Shan-ha,i-kuan. It has often been 
described in my dispatches, but it may not be out of place to indicate 
here its general direction. It may appropriately be said to start at 
Tien-tsin, to run thence down the bank of the Peiho River to Tnng-hu, 
a place about a mile from the Taku fort::;, which are near the mouth of 
the river. 

From Tunghu it goes to the Tang-shan coal mines, and thence to 
Lanchow, a town on the Lan River. The distance completed is now 
120 miles. A bridge is being built over the river Lau, which will require 
a year or more for completion. The line is being constructed ·beyollCl 
the Lan Hiver toward Shan-hai-kuan. It is said that the viceroy forced 
the engineers to lay this part of the line out farther inland than they 
proposed in order to avoid attacks from the Gulf. 

New-chwang, the most northerly treaty port in China, will not be on 
the main line to Moukden, but a branch will be built from a point 30 
miles from New-chwang. It is said that this branch will be extended 
to Port Arthur, which is the great naval station of China. 
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Eventually this line will go to Kirin, a large town situated on the 
bank of the Sungari. This road was devised as a military line, in order 
to enable China to protect her fi·ontier against Russian invasion; but 
the vast resources of :Manchuria, if developed, would afford a great trade 
and commerce. 

I have, etc., 

No. 1695.) 

CnARLES DENBY. 

Mr. Denby to JJfr. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF 'l'HE UNITED STA'l'ES, 
Peking, J~t,ly 1, 1893. (Received August 19.) 

SIR: More than a year ago Sir Robert Hart proposed to the Impel'ial 
Government the establishmeut of a national Chinese postal service. 
lt is now rumored that the Throne has consente<l to the inauguration of 
the scheme. 

As far as I can learn, it is proposed to place a foreigu postal super­
intendeut at the capital city of each province. A European postmaster 
will be stationed nt each prefectural city, with a statl:' of Chinese who 
speak English. The district cities and unwalled towns will be in charge 
of Chinese only. 

It is supposed that the number of Europeans connected with the 
postal service will be about 600. 

The new post-offices will be joined with the telegraph offices. The 
courier service, which bas hitherto only carried Government dispatches, 
will be used in the new scheme, out nuder European control. It will 
carry memorials to the throne from high provincial officials and an 
official correspondenee. The private Chinese postal agencies, which 
are very numerous, will be abolished, but their personnel will be 
employed in the new service. 

It will be some years before this system will be in use all over China. 
Its application will first be made at the open ports. 

It goes without saying that the system will be of great benefit to all 
the people. Rates under the system of private carriage are very high. 
From Pekillg to Shanghai costs per letter from 10 to 15 cents; from 
Peking to Cauton 20 to 25 cents; from Peking to Yunnan, 50 cents. 
Iu addition to postage "cumshaw" or wine money is expected, which 
amounts to as much more. 

To the post-office scheme will be added the carriage of parcels. 
I have, etc., 

No. 1754.] 

CHARLES DENBY. 

Mr. Denby to llfr. Greshant. 

LEG.A'l'ION OF THE UNI'l'ED STATES, 
Peking, November 2, 18,93. (Received Deeember 19.) 

SIR: I have the honor to inform you that I received, in August last, 
a dispatch fi·om the consul at Hankow, presenting the case of Mr. 
Jenkins, an American merchant. 

1\'Ir. Jenkins had taken out at Hankow transit passes covering cer­
tain goods, to wit, kerosene, seaweed, cassia twigs, cassia lignea, car­
damons, and camphor, which he shipped into the interior. The kerosene 
constituted the bulk of tlte shipmeut. 
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At a place called Yoh-chow, on tlw Yangtze, these goods were 
required to pay likin dues. 

The lOth day of August last I addressed to the Tsungli Yamen a 
communication on this matter, of which a copy is inclosed. The Yarnell 
replied, Augu~t 18, that the matter would be iuvcstig~1tcd. 

The 24th ultimo I again addressed a cornrnuuication on the subject 
to the Yamfm, a copy whereof is inclosed. 

The 29th ultiwo the Yamen seut to me the communication of which 
a copy is inclosed. 

Tltc first day of the present month I addressed to the Yamen a com­
munication, of wllich a copy is inclosed. 

The Yameu admits that the collection of lildn on kerosene was ille­
gal, and these dues are ordered to be refunded. They claim, l1owever, 
tbat some sort of discretion inheres iu the likin officials by which they 
have the right to determine whether goods covered by a transit pass 
are in reality imported goods or goods of native production and subject 
to pay likiu dnes. From my reply to the Yamen above mentioned it 
will be seen tl1at I insist that the tra11sit pass certifjcate h;sued by the 
collector must be held to be conclusive. As likin statiom; are found 

''llong all the c1mune1s of tra(le at close intervals, trade awl commerce 
would be greatly impelled if transit pas:-:;es could JJc disregarded by 
native officbls. 

I have, etc., 
CHARLES DENBY. 

[Inclowro 1 in No. 175!.] 

MT. Denby to the 1/mng-li-Yarncn. 

LEGATION OF i'HE UNITED STATES, 
Pcki11g, Augn8t 10, 1893. 

YOUR HIGHNESS AND YOUR EXCELLRNCIES: I h::wc the honor to bring to the notice 
of your highness and your excellendcs a represcntatio11, made to me Ly the United 
States consul at Hankow, in regard to the exaction of lildn on goods of Mr. M. A. 
Jenkius, covered by transit passes, at Yoh clww, in l!nnau. I inclose copic~:> of the 
correspondence Letween -the Uui ted State~:; consul and the Taotai-thrcc in all-also 
a list of the goods coverell Ly the tr:msit passes. I have h1 my possession thirty­
three transit passes which can Le shown to your ltiglmm;s and your excellencies if 
desired. 

The transaction is a simple one. The likin authorities cumpcllecl Mr. Jenkins to 
pay likin amounting to lOl,O!JG cash on goo(ls coyercd by t.ransit passes. The goods 
were foreign goods and were inspected Ly the custoiU::> at Haukow when the passes 
were issued. 

It was 110t competent for the likin authorities to disregard the transit passes aud 
to collect likiu. I have, therefore, to request that your high11ess and your excellen­
cies will order that there be refnncled to Mr .. Jenkins the money tlms extorte!l ii·om 
him, aud that you will also on1er tho likin authorities to cease collecting likin on 
goods covered by transit passes. 

I have, etc., 
CHARLES DE:SllY. 

[lriclosure 2 in No. 1754.] 

M1·. Denby to the Tswug-li-Yan~cn. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Pclcing, Octobm· /?4, 1893. 

YOUR HIGII:KESS AND YOUR EXCELLENCIES: Upoll the 10th of Augnst last I had 
the honor to address your higllness and your excellencies iu the m<ttkr of the exac­
tion of likiu by the likin anthorities at Yoh-chow, in Huuan, on goods of Mr. M.A. 
Jenkins, an American merchant, which were duly covered Ly transit passes in 
accordance with the stipulations of treaty. 
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Your highness and your excellencies replied on the 18th iden~, stating that you bad 
addressed the governor of Hunan, setting forth the representations made in my 
commnnication, and on receiving ·an answer your highness and your excellencies 
would address me, informing me of same. 

More than two months have elapsed without hearing from your highness and your 
excellencies on the subject, and as the case is one which, under treaty, involves the 
right of foreigners to send goods into the interior under transit passes, without 
being subject to the levy of likin, I shall feel obliged by your highness anll yonr 
excellencies informing- me what action has been taken in the premises. 

The fact of the goods having been duly covered by transit passes is evidence snffi­
cimlt to prove that tl~ exaction made by the Yoh-chow offici~Lls was illegal aucl a 
violation of treaty stipulations. 

I have, etc., · 

[Inclosure 3 in No. 1754.-Translation.] 

The Tsung-z.i-Yamen to Mr. Denby. 

CllARL:IJ:S D:IJ:NBY. 

OCTOBER 29~ 1893. 
In the matter of the levy of likin by the likin anthorlties of Yoh-chow, in Hunan, 

on goods of Mr. M. A. Jenkins, in Angm;t last, the prinee and ministers had the 
honor to receive a. communieation from the minister of the United States in regard 
thereto, wherein he transmitted copies of the correspondence between the Unitecl 
States consul at II ankow and the 'l'aotai, also a list of the goods covered by the trail­
sit passes, and requested that an order be issued to bave refunded to Mr. Jenkins the 
money thns extorted from him, ~mel that the likin authorities be ordered to cease 
collecting likin on goods covered by transit passes. 

At the time tl1e Yamf>u a(ldressccl the governor of Hunan on the subject and also 
acknowledged the commu11ication of the minister of the United States, which is a 
matter of record. 

The Yamf>n has now received a reply from the governor of Hunan, as follows: 
"In regard to the kerosene which was covered by transit passes, it may be 

observed that of recent years there has been a good deal of native oil manufactured 
which resembles in appearance the foreign article, and when it was first manufac­
tured orders were issued that it should pay likin and thus guard against malprac­
tices. 

"Foreig11 oil is an article specified in the tariff, but it is difficult to distinguish 
between it and the native oil. Instructions were issued, however, that on the for­
eign article no likin should be levied, and the practice bas cea1:1ed foe several months. 

"Bnt, as to sea\vced, it is a native product gathered at island places along the 
coast and ranks among the principal articles of commerce tl1at arc con \·eyed into 
1-Iurinn, and, as there have been a good deal of smuggling and malpractice commit­
ted, it was JH'OJ)er that it should be regarded as a na,tive product and pay likin in 
accordance with established regulations. 

''In cases, however, where, on investigation, it is found that there is proof posi­
tive of the goods having been shipped from I-Iongkong, then action will be taken 
differently. 

"Instructions have been issued to .the likin authorities to address the Hankow 
Taotai to make this known to the mercantile classes, and to request them to act in 
due observance of the rules laid clown. 

"Further, instructions bave been issued for the merchant (Mr. Jenkins) who con­
veyed the oil to go to the likin authorities at Yoh-chow, who have been ordered to 
refnnd the amonnt of the likin levied on the oil. 

''The governor requests that the Yamen will communicate the above for the infor­
mal ion of the minister of the United States." 

The Yamen would observe that the likin levied on the goods by the Yoh-ebow 
officials was almost entirely on kerosene. The likin authorities ha,ve already been 
inRtruct.ed to refund the amount thus levied. Bnt as to the seaweed and other mis­
cellaneous articles, likin bas been levied on them by the said office according to the 
rules laid down for native goods sent into the interior, and, as the amount levied is 
very small, there would seem this time no neetl to consider or take any notice of it. 

The Yarnen has already addressed the officials of said province, that in future, 
when goods are shipped from Hongkong and covered by transit vasses, which are 
bona fide foreign goods, they must be allowed to pass freely, ami illegal exactions of 
likin must 11ot be levied. 

Tho prince and ministers were abont ad(lri:'Hsing the minister of the United StateR 
when they received his communication iiHluiring what action the Yamen proposed 
to take in the matter. 

A necessary communication addressed to H. E. Charles Denby. 
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[Inclosure 4in No. 1754.] 

Mr. Denby to the Ts1tng-li-Ymncn. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Peking, Nove·rnber 1, 1893. 

YOUR HIGHNESS AND YOUR EXCELLENCIES: I have the honor to acknowledgetbe 
receipt of the communication of your highness and your excellencies of the 29th 
ultimo, touching the exaction of likin dues at Yoh-cbow on goods covered by tran-
it passes. • 
The conclusion arrived n.t,, that likin dues co1lected from the American merchant 

on kerosene oil were illegally collected and will be refunded, is entirely satisfactory. 
Your highness and your excellencies further say: "But as to the seaweed and 

other miscellaneous articles, likin has been levied on them by the said office accord­
ing to the rules laid down for native goods sent into the interior." 

This statement, so far as it applies to gooils cov.ered by a transit pass, is by no 
mean~ in accordance with the tariff treaty which was signed at Shanghai, Novem­
ber 8, 1858. 

Rule vn of that treaty reads as follows: 
"In the case of imports; notice being given at the port of entry from which the 

imports are to be forwarded inland of the nature and qnautity of the goods, the 
shi}) from which they have been landed, aml the place inland to which they are 
bound, with all other necessary particulars, the collector of customs will, on due 
inspection made, and on receipt of the transit duty due, issue a transit duty certifi­
cate. This must be produced at every barrier station and viseed. No further duty 
will be leviable upon imports so certificated, no matter how distant the place of 
their destination.' • 

The clnty of determining whether goods are native or imported is, by this article, 
intrusted to the collector of customs. 

Is it possible that your higlniess ancl your excellencies are going to hold, that, 
because similar goods to those (lescribed in the transit passes are pro<lnced in China, 
they will not Jbe protected against likin by a transit pass ~ Snch a construction 
wonld cover {,·heat, corn~ cotton; and almost every article that is grown anywhere 
under the sun. 

The collector of customs, who is presumed to do his duty, decided, on proof made, 
that the collection of li.kin dnes on the goods described was illegal. The amount 
may be small, hut the principle is important. 

I have therefore the honor to reqnest that ;ronr highness and your excellencies 
will direct that all the likin unes paiu by Mr. Jenkins on goods covered by transit 
passes he refnmlc<l to him. 

I have, etc., 

No. 1757.] 

CIIAHLES DENBY. 

Mr. Denby to Mr. Gresham. 

LExtract.] 

LEGA1'ION OF 1'HE UNITED STATES, 
Peking, Novembet· 8, 1893. (Heceived December 19.) 

SIR: The Dowager Empress Tzu Hsi will attain the age of 60 years 
the 27th day of Novemb('r, 1894. 

In my dispatches No. 790, of January 11, 1889, and No. 831, of Feb­
ruary 28, 1889 (see Foreign Relations, 1889, pp. 93-99), I gave some 
account of the life of this distinguished lady. She ruled China well 
aud wisely from the death of the Emperor Hsien-feng, August. 22, 
1861, until the 4th day of March, 1889, when the young Emperor,Kuaug· 
Hsii, assumed the reins of government. 

The anniversary of her birth will be celebrated in the most gorgeous 
and expensive manner, Commissioners to regulate the exercises for · 
the occasion were selected last year, and were ordered to make all 
preparations on the graudest scale. The celebrations of the 
seventieth and eightieth anniversaries of the birth of the dowager 
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mother of the Emperor Kien-lung have been taken as models. There 
will be a trimnphal progress from the Eho Park to the Forbid,den City, 
about 10 miles. Along this route tl1ere will be 7 dragon sheds, 19 
ornamental sheds, 26 decorated platforms for the performance of the 
Buddhistic worship of longevity, 14 theatrical stages, 84 triumphal 
arches, 6 elaborately decorated kiosks, and 9 spots where it is iutend'ed 
to dit-;play certain ancient curiosities handed dmyn by preceding 
dyna.sties. More than a million pieces of ancient silk are to be used ilil 
decoration. 

In the imperial preciucts many pavilions made of satin will be erecteu. 
The gates of the city and the pailo~ts will be festooned with colored 
satin. The shops aud houses along the route will be repaired and deco­
rated. Appropriate mottoes will line the route. Free theatrical per­
formances will take place from the 1st of the ninth month to the 20th of 
the tenth month. 

The Emperor will confer on the Empress dowager, as an additional 
honorific title, the characters "Chung hsi" (Eminent and Splendid). 
On her birthday the whole court will wait on her. Punishments will 
be remitted and degraded officials will be restored to rank. There will 
be a grand procession, with numerous sedan chairs and chariots, 
umbrellas, incense burners, banners, and many other things. .c\11 the 
princes, dukes, governors -general, governorH, and generals will present 
memorials. Princes, cl nkes, etc., down to civil officers of ti1e fourth 
ra11k a11d military officers of the third rank will each present aju-i made 
of jade. Other presents will be made by the high officials and their 
ladies . 

.It is said that the Emperor stated that the cost of this celebration 
ought to be 10~000,000 taels, but it is supposed that it will cost 30,000,000. 

It is my impression that the Imperial Government expects that the 
foreign powerR will send prese11bs commensurate with the grandeur of 
this occasion. I have re:;~..son to believe that some of my colleagues 
will ad vise their governments to send presents. 

I have, etc., 
CHARLES DENBY, 

Mr. Denby to llfr. Gresharn. 

No. 1758.] LEGATION TO THE UNITED S'I.'A'l'ES, 
Peking, Nm;e?nber 15, 1893. (Heceived December 23.) 

SIR: I have the lwnor to inclose herewitl1 a translation of a commu­
nication from the Tsungli Yamen, on the subject of reqniri11g travelers 
in China to report their movements to the local authorities found. en 
route. 

This paper sets forth a commnnication from the Taotai of Ching-chou, 
Ich<\.ng, and Shihnan, localities in the province of Hi.lpeh, to the effect 
that travelers have failed to report to tlJe subprefect tlwir ani val and 
their intended movemt=mts, and that, in such cases, he should not be 
called upon to report them. He further states that "should trouble 
arise to those who have not reported their arrival, the responsibility 
of giving protection should not rest on the shoulders of officials of the 
departments or districts." 

The governor-general, in turn, observes that tile '' Taotai is actuated 
by a desire of giviug due attention to the protection of foreigners trav­
eling with passports and thereby averti11g auy trouble or calamity." 

F R--16 
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He states that "the departments and districts under his jurisdiction 
cover a vast area and the population is composed of both good and 
bad. If foreigners do not report to the local authorities, there will be 
no way of giving them ample protection." He requests the 'fsungli 
Y amen to arrange some plan of action with the foreign representa­
tives. 

The Tsungli Yamen observes that foreigners "should report to the 
local authorities of the place on their arrival, to the end that due pro­
tection may be accorded them." The Yamen, therefore, requests me 
to communicate with my colleagues and have them consider the ques­
tion presented and devises some feasible plan of action. 

I have circulated a copy of t.he Chinese text, and an English trans­
lation thereof, among my colleagues for their consideration. Some time, 
howeyer, will elapse before a conclusion is arrived at. 

On the face of it, the requirement of reports from travelers arriving 
in any jurisdiction seems reasonable; nevertheless, it is by no means 
sure that my colleagues will consent to any new regulation in anywise 
burdening travelers. There are always parties of Russians, and some­
times of Englislnnen, traveling over China, ostensibly enga.ged in sci­
entific occupations. Although these parties are treated with courtesy 
by the Chinese officials, still-they are viewed with some jealousy. 

I will report the final action of the foreign representatives. 
You are a\Yare that American missionaries travel a great deal, either 

for pleasure or in search of new localities for permanent location. 'fhe 
passports. issued to such persons by this legation usually specify that 
the intended travel will extend to three provinces. While I would not 
approve of a requirement that a. route should be designated at the time 
of applying for a passport, because many circumstances might occur to 
render a change of route desirable, still there would seem to be no hard-

. ship in indicating to the authorities of the jurisdiction in which the 
travel begins the route proposed to be followed. On the traveler's 
arrival at any departmental (chou) or district (hsien) city, he might be 
re4.uir.ed to report his arrival to the local magistrate, as well as the 
route which he proposes to follow on his departure therefrom. 

The traveler having given notice of his movements to the chief mag­
istrates in the important cities, it would be their duty to notify all the 
subordinate officials, in the places through which the traveler would 
pass, of the fact that he was en route and there would be no excuse for 
a failure to afford protection. 

As owing to the near a})proacb of the closing of navigation, commu­
nication by post will be very slow, I beg to requBst that if my views 
are disapproved I be notified by wire. 

It is proper to state that unless the proposed scheme is indorsed by 
the great powers I will hesitate to consent to it as affecting Americans 
alone. 

I have, etc., 
CHARLES DENBY. 

[Inclosure in No.l758.] 

~'he Tsung-U-Yamen to M1·. Denby. 

Pmn~G, Novern7Je1· 10, 1893. 
Upon the 5th of October the Yamen received a communication from the govemor­

general of Hu-Kuang as follows: 
"The Taotai of Cbing-chou, !chang, aml Shibnan reports that he has received the 

governor-general's instructions to tho effect that tlw Tsungli Yamen addressed him, 
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stating that, on the 17th of June last the minister of the United States, his excel­
lency Mr. Denby, sent a,. note sett.ing forth that, in May last, a passport was i~sued 
to Mr. Z. S. Beals. That gentleman now desired to have his passport altered, insert­
ing in it t.he 1wovinces Hnpeh and Shensi, and the minister of the Unitt>d States 
requested that this alteration be made and that the Yamen address the authorities 
of those provinces to giYe Mr. Beals, in case of need, all necessary protection. 

"The Yamen dnly made the alteration desired, viseed tbe passport, sent a note in 
reply to the mi11ister of the United States and requested the governor-general to 
instruct the local authorities (of Hnpeh) to render Mr. Beals the necessary aiel aucl 
protection in his journey through their jurisdiction, as provided by treaty stipula­
tions. The Yamf>n further re<Jnestecl to have communicateu to it the date of Mr. 
Beal's arrival and departure from any district (within the Taotai's jurisdiction), so 
that a record of tbe same conld be kept for reference. The governor-general com­
manded the 'Paotai to iustruct the officials under his jurisdiction, in like manner, to 
observe his injunctions and to afford Mr. Beals all necessary aid a.nd protection, and 
ihat a record be kept of his arrival at and f1eparture from places within his circuit 
to be sent to the gov<\rnor-gcneral for trausmission to Peking. ' 

"The Taotai, in obedience to the instructions received, communicated with the 
officials under his jurisdiction that, in the event of the American Beals visiting the 
prefectures of Ching-ehou, Ichang, or Shihnau, to give him all necessary aid and 
protection. 

"The Taotai would observe, however, that from the elate of his assumption of the 
duties of his office-the 1st of December, 1892, to July 12, 1893-he had received 60 
communications informing him of foreigners who were tra.veling und<'r passports, 
embracing 199 persons, male and female. Of this number there were 38 mercha.i1ts, 
the rest being men and women engaged in missionary work. During this t.ime, about 
eight months, there were no cases reported to the authorities of the arrival of for­
eigners within the prefectures of Ching- chou, I chang, or Shih nan. 

"The Taotai begs tb,at the goveruor-general will communicate with the Tsunp:li 
Y:tmen and explain that when foreigners apply for passports, either in Peking or in 
the provinces, and, when traveling in Hnpeh they fail to report their arrival to the 
snbprefect or ma.gistrate, as well as their intended movements, he should not, in 
such cases, be called upon to report upon them. Should troublP- arrive to those who 
have not reported their arrival, the responsibility of giving protection to tltem 
should not.rest on the 8honlders of otlici:tls of the departments or districts. 

"The Taotai presents the above for the perusal of the governor-geueral. The 
governor-general would observe that the said Taotai is actuated by a desire of giving 
due attention to the protection of foreigners traveling with passports, al1(1 thereby 

- averting any tronble or calamity. Tbe departments and districts under his juris­
diction cover a vast area of territory, and t.he population is composed of both good 
and bad. If foreigners do not report to the local authorities, there will be no way 
of giving them ample protection. The governor-general, therefore, reqnests that 
the Yamen will consider this question with the foreign representatives, with the 
view of adopting some feasible plan of action, to the end that benefit may accrue to 
both foreigners aud Chinese alike. 

"The governor-general transmits the foregoing observations, for the information 
au1l consideration of the Yamcn." 

The Yamen would remark that the repreRentations made by the goYernor-general 
of Hu Kuang are naturall.v true. Foreigners traveling with passports should report 
to the local authorities of the place on their arrival, to the end that dne protection 
may be acconled them from time to time. But, from the representations made by 
tlte Taot.ai of Ching-chou, Ichang, and Shihnan, no reports have been made by 
foreigners tra.veling with passports of their arrival at the above places. If such 
be the case at one place it will be similar at other places, and, in the event of uncx­
pec.ted trouble ~Lrising, how will it be possible to render timely and adequate pro­
tection f 

The YamPn would, therefore, re<Jnest the minister of the United States to com­
municate with his colleagues, consider tbe question presented and try to adopt, as 
quickly as practicable, a feasible pla.n of action and inform the prince and ministers 
thereof so that they may communicate with the high authorities of the provinces 
to act accordingly. 

The Yamen is in this matter actuated by a sincere desire to give protection tu 
foreigners tr:1veling under passports. · 

As in duty bound, the prince and ministers send this commnnication to the minis­
ter of the United States for his informaiion and for such action as may be taken in 
the premises. 

A necessary commuuication a-ddressed to H. E. Charles Denby. 
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No. 847.] 

FOREIGN RELATIONS. 

JJir. Gresham to Mr. Denby. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
lVashington, December 20, 1893. 

SIR: I have received your No. 1754, of 2d ultimo, touching the exac­
tion of likin dnes at Yohclww, on the Yangtze, on merchandise of Mr. 
J cnkins, covered by a transit pass. 

Your claim that transit passes are to be taken as conclusive evidence 
of the fact that the goods have been imported is reasonable, and should 
be maintained in the absence of allegation supported by proof, that the 
goods are fraudulently carried on such passes. No cbatge of fraud 
appears in the case you report. 

I am, etc., 
vV. Q. GRESHAM, 

JJI r. Uhl to llf r. Denby. 

No. 852.] DEPARTMEN'l' OF STATE, 
Washington, December 27, 1893. 

SrR: I have received your dispatch No.1758,of the 15th ultimo, com· 
mnnicating, with comments, the request of t,he Yamen, that the foreign 
representativ~s devise a plan by which travelers in the interior shall 
be required to report their movements to the local officials in the course 
of their journey. 

Your views on the subject appear to be judicious. Travelers under 
dnly issued permits may not unreasonably be expected to m_ake their 
\Yhcreabouh; known to the local officers charged with their effective 
protection, and this, not by wa,y of surveillance but to facilitate the per­
formance o;f their duty to give needful protection. Beyond this noth­
ing should be exacted in the way of prior notification of the exact route 
to be followed or confinement to designated roads, or any other restric­
tion on the liberty of the traveler to shape his movements according 
to the needs of his journey. _ 

It is sufficient that the general scope of his journey appear in his per­
mit, leaving him free to take such roads and effect his journey in such 
manner as best suits him within the assignecl territory. 

You will of course withhold assent to any ref]_uirements in this regard 
which shall not, by corumon assent, equally apply to all foreign trav­
elers in Uhina. 

I am, etc., 
EDWIN F. UnL, 

Acting Secretary,. 

CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE LEGATION OF CHINA .AT 
W .ASHINGTON. 

JJir. Wharton to JJ1r. Ts·ui J[wo Yin. 

DEPARTMENT OF STA'rE, 
ll'ashington, March 1, 1893. 

SIR: I l1ave the honor to say with reference to your person~l sug­
gestions touchiug an arnwgement by which a ease involving· the con­
stitutionality of tlw "Geary act" shall be heard by the Supreme Uourt 
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at this term, that, according to the views of the Acting Attorney-Gen­
eral, in a letter of the 20th ultimo, it seems proper, as the court will 
not meet for business until the Gth proximo, that tlte matter be deter­
mined by the incomhtg Attorney-General. He adds that th.e question 
will be brought to his attention promptly. ' 

Accept, etc., 
WILLIAM F. WHARTON, 

Acting Secretary. 

Mr. Tsui Kwo Yin to Mr. Gresham. 

CHINESE LEG.A'riON. 
Washington, D. C., llfarch 13, 1893. (Heceived Marcli13.) 

SIR: I feel it my duty to place before the preseut administration at 
its inception, in behalf of the Imperial Government, and also of my 
countrymen who are lawfully located in the Uniteu States, a brief ref­
erence to the unsatisfactory condition of affairs that now exist between 
China and the United States, and which is caused, as is well known, 
by the unjust and discriminating legislation of the Congress of the 
United States against the Chinese people and their rights and property 
interests, without regard to existing treaty stipulations. The Imperial 
Governme11t objected to this legislation and opposed in every conceiv­
able way, through diplomatic sources, its adoption, and this is espe­
cially so as to the very harsh and unfriendly provisions of the act of May 
5, 1892. A further discussion of the subject will not be entered upon, 
ho~ever, in this note, inasmuch as the entire correspondence has been 
published by order of the U. S. Senate in Ex. Doc. No. 54, Fifty-second 
Cougress, second session. 

The chief object of this note is to direct your attention to the diffi­
culties and embarrassments that are about to arise and confront both 
governments by reason of the act of May 5, 18D2, and its threatened 
euforcement, and to ask the aid and cooperation of the executive 
branch of tlle United States Government in averting any serious con­
sequences that are likely to result therefrom. The Chinese residents of 
the United States depend largely for the support and vindication of 
their rights upon an adjudication by the Supreme Court of the United 
States as to the constitutionality of the :-~ixtb section of the act of May 
5, 1892~ The penal provisions of the law will go into force on May G, 
1893, and the Supreme Court will, if the usual course is followed in this 
respect, adjourn about May 15, and the hearing of oral argumeuts will 
cease a week earlier. An effort will be made to present a test case to 
the Supreme Court for the purpose of testing tl1e constitutiouality of 
the law, and such a case can probably be prepared and ready for argu­
ment in that court on the 12th day of May, next, if the court will eon­
seut to hear it. From information given me, emi11ent statesmen an(l 
great lawyers in the United States are of the opinion that the sixth 
section of said act is not constitutional. For instance, Judge James U. 
Carter, of New York, who prepared au opinion for the counsel of the 
Chinese people of San Francisco, in conclusion thereto, says: 

* * * \Vitllont discussing other featnrcs of this extraordinary statute, I am of 
opinion that its sixth section is not a v~liu exercise of any legislative power pos­
sesseu by Congress. 

A printed copy of this ownion and also of an opinion of 1\fr .• J. 
Hubley Ashton upon the same subject are transmitted herewith fur 
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your consideration. It is apparent, therefore, that great doubt is enter­
taillcd as to the validity of the most important section of this law, aud 
such being the ~ase, I feel that a great nation like the United States 
will lend its assistance and friendly offices to the adoption of some 
method of procedure by which the Chinese people who are rightfully 
within its borders may be protected from arrest and imprisonment 
until the validity or invalidity of the law is established by the Supreme 
Court. To this end I have the honor to request that you lay this mat­
ter before his excellency the President and also before the .Attorney­
General with the request that the .Attorney-General may, if not incon­
sistellt with propriety or his duties, join the counsel of the Chinese 
people in a request to the Supreme Court of the United States to hear 
the argument in· a test case not later than May 12 next, and that a 
decision may be delivered therein before the adjournment ·of the court 
for its present session. If a decision of the Supreme Court can not be 
obtained, as contemplated above, and for that or any other reason the 
law shall be enforced, commencing on May 6 next, the embarrassments 
that will be presented to our respective governments are great and, I 
think, unmistakable. The necessary appropriation of the immense 
amount required, as I am informed, for the purpose of carrying out the 
provisions of the law as to the arrest, imprisonment, ahd deportation 
of Chinese persons who may be treated as offenders will be a question 
of serious embarrassment to our Government. The arrest of the Chi­
nese means, then, that they are to be imprisoned, if arrested, until it 
shall be the pleasure of Congress to make the required appropriation 
to enforce this unjust and anomalous law. 

If this condition of affairs which is now threat~11ed shall become 
imminent I would respectfully suggest that some method may be 
adopted by which my countrymen may be freed from all such hardships 
and surroundings, and for this purpose I ask that the attention of the 
President and the Secretary of the Treasury may be called to the state 
of things which menaces the peace, liberty, and rights of my people in 
the United States, and I express the hope that, at the proper time, the 
Secretary of the Treasury may find it in his power to suspend or so 
modify the regulations as to meet any emergency that may arise ·or 
contingency that may exist. And I renew the appeal for some recom­
mendation from the President to the Congress of the United States, 
when it shall again convene, tor a repeal of such legislation as is in 
violation of · the sacred treaty stipulations between Cllina and the 
United States. I would also inform you that the note of Acting Secre­
tary Wharton of December 10, 1892, in reply to mine has been for­
warded to the foreign office at Peking, and an answer is expected from 
that office in due time. When it iR received I shall hope to discuss 
further, mutually and in a friendly spirit, this subject, which is of such 
vital importance to our respective governments. 

I again renew, etc., 
TSUI Kwo YIN. 

JJ[r. Gre.r;ha,rrn to Jlfr. 'T.r;ui Kwo Yin. 

DEP ARTMEN1' OF S1'ATE, 
ffl ashington, lit arch 21, 1893. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 
13th instant, iu which you ad vert to tllt effort now being made in the 
interest of certain Chinese pel'sons to present a case to the Supreme 
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Court for the purpose of testil1g the constitutionality of certain provi­
sions of the act of May 5, 18!)~, and ask, in view of certain reasons 
stated l>y you, "that the Attorney-General m~ty, if not inconsistent 
with propriety or his duties, join the counsel of the Chinese people in 
a request to the Supreme Court of the United States to hear the argu­
ment in a.test case not later than May 12 next, and that a deeision may 
be delivered therein before the adjournment of the eourt for its present 
session." 

Upon your previous oral presentation of this request, this Depart­
ment addressed the Attorney-General on the subject under elate of 
February 21 and was informed in reply, as you were ad vised by Mr. 
Wharton's note of the 1st instant, that the m'1tter seemed proper to be 
determined by the incoming Attorney-General, to whose attention it 
would be promptly brought. 

I have now tlle pleasure to advise you that I have received from the 
present Attorney-General a letter dated 17th instant, in which, refer­
ring to the previous correspondence on the subject and to the ease now 
pending in the Supreme Court involving the constitutionality of the 
Chinese restriction htw known as the "Geary aet," he states that if 
counsel representing the Chinese will make a motion to advance the 
ease and advise the Attorney-General thereof, he will be glad to eon­
cur therein and do all in his power to secure the advaneemei1t of the 
case and its early determination. 

The statement thus made by Mr. Olney appears to meet the request 
contained in your note of the 13th instant. 

Accept, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 

lJfr. Tsui Krwo Yin to 1lfr. Gresha.m. 

CHINESE LEGATION, 
Wash·irtgton, D. 0., Jlfa.rch 25, 1893. (Reeeived March 27.) 

SIR: I have the honor to aeknowledge the receipt of your note of the 
21st instant, in which you advise me that the request presented in my 
note of the 13th instant has been considered by the Attorney-General 
of the United States, and that he will be glad to concur in the motion 
to advance a test case in the Supreme Court involving- the constitu­
tionality of the Chinese prohibition and exclusion law, known as the 
"Geary act," and that he will also do all iii his power to seeure the 
advancement of the case and its early determination. 

The willingness of the Attorney-General to cooperate with counsel 
representiug the Chinese in such a case will be communicated to Mr. 
Heber J. May, Washington, D. C., counsel to this legation, and through 
him to the counsel individually representing my people in tl1e United 
States . 

.Accept, etc., 
TSUI Kwo YIN. 

JJfr. Ts'lti Kwo Yin to Jlfr. Gresharn. 

CHINESE LEGA'l'ION, 
1Vashington, D. 0., April13, 1893. (Hcceived April14.) 

SIR: I have the honor to infor01 yon. tlta,t I am in receipt of a note 
from the Ohiuese consul-ge11eral at San FTanciseo, in which he ad vises 
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me that the Chi·nese residents on the Pacific coast and throughout the 
Unitad States apprehend that when the act of May 5, 1892, shall go 
into effect as a law personal injuries may be inflicted on them and that 
their property may be destroyed by evil-disposed persons, and also that 
outrages similar to_ those committed at Rock Springs, Wyo., and at 
Tacoma, Seattle, and Olympia, Wash., in former years, may again 
occur, nuless some steps shall be taken by the authorities oithe United 
States to prevent the same, and also to protect the Chinese and their 
property from such violence and injury. 

It is scarcely necessary for me to remind you that when the outrages 
above referred to occurred the Chinese were supposed to be en,ioying 
the protection of the United States Government, to which they were 
entitled, and yet the attacks on them were so violent as to result in 
loss of life, gr~at destruction of property, and their forcible expulsion 
from soll}e of the towns named. 

The euforcement of this new law in lVIay next will result in the 
arrest, imprisonment, and deportation of the Chinese, and consequently 
great excitement is anticipated by such Chinese residents, who fear 
that evil-disposed persons may again make tbe occasion a pretext for 
resorting to extraordinary methods for the purpo:-~e of committing out­
rages upon them and destroying their property. The thought of these 
anticipated troubles greatly alarms the Chinese people, and also causes 
me such serious anxiety of mind that I feel it is my duty to request 
that you m~y give the subject your most sincere consideration. 

You will observe that I referred to the subject of the suspension of 
the arrest and punishment of Chinese laborers until the Supreme Court 
could determine the constitutionality of the law, in my note of the 13th 
of March last. I most respectfully suggest that said portion of my note 
remains unanswered. You will therefore pardon me for again refer­
ring to this subject, but you will readily understand and appreciate its 
inestimable importa.nce to my people who are now il'l the United States. ' 

Relying, therQfore, upon your recognized and profound sense of fair­
ness and justice, I feel assured that the protection guarantied by the 
treaty stipulations between our nations will be extended over the lives 
and property of the Chinese subjects who are now residing in the 
United States. 

I again renew, etc., 
Tsur Kwo YrN. 

},fr. Tsui J[wo Yin to },{r. Greshmn. 

0IUNESE LEGATION, 
. Washington, D. 0., April 29, 1893. (Received May 1.) 

SIR: I had the honor to address you on the 13th of Ma.rch last and 
again on tke 13th instant on the subject of the apprehension by the 
Chinese subjects thronghout the United States of the anticipated per­
sonal violence and destrucUon of their property that the evil-disposed 
persons, through race hatred, might inflict upon them by making the 
threatened enforcement of the act of May 5, 1892, the occasion for that 
purpose; but up to this moment 1 have received no reply from your 
excellency on this point. 

I have now the honor to inform you that I am in receipt of a telegram 
from the Chinese Merchants' Exchange-Chung Wah Way Koon-of 
San Franciseo, Cal., of date the 28th instant, in which is conveyed to 
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me, from this most reliable and trustworthy source, the i11fornwtion that 
when the deportation act of ]\lay 5, 1892, 8hall go into effect as a law 
the Chinese residents and citizens of the city of San Frrmcisco and 
vicinity will be subjected to personal violeuce and to the destruction 
of their propet-ty by persons of other nationalities who do not agree 
with them in the ccurse they have pursued in regard to the said act of 
Congress. I do fe(-Y. greatly alarmed at this state of things, and there­
fore consider it my dnty to advise you of the imminent danger which' 
threatens my people and their property in the localities named, and to 
ask the United States .Government to protect them therefrom. 

I would most respectfully ask you, therefore, to take such stf'pS on 
behalf of the United States as to you may seem proper to avoid tbe 
anticipated pers<JnaJ violence and destruction of property, and also that 
you invoke the proper assistance from the governor and other local 
authorities of the State of Califonlia for the same purpose, to the end 
that such Chinese residents may be protected and their rights main­
tained against such personal violence and destruction of property. 

I would also suggest that the governor of the State of Montana has, 
as I am advised, approved au unjust bill, which forbids all citizens of 
that State from holding commercial intercourse with the Chinese resi­
dents there. Thus by this act there is good reason to believe that the 
anticipated ill-treatment and outrage so much dreaded by the Chinese 
has at least begun to show its effect. 

Accept, etc., 
Tsui Kwo YIN. 

JJ:fr. Gresham to JJ{r. Tsui Kwo Yin. 

DEP ARTMEN'I.' OF STATE, 
Washington, May 5, 1893. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 
29th ultimo, making lmown your apprehensions lest acts of violence 
may take place against the persons and property of Chinese subjects 
in San Francisco and its vicinity and in l\iontana, due to :r_ace hatred 
and to the restrictive legislation of the United States. 

Your note of April 13 last relates to the same subject and has had 
my careful attention. As I have said to you on several occasions, the 
Government of the United States will not fail to exert to its full extent 
its lawful authority for the preservation of good order and tranquillity, 
and for securing to all Chinese dwellers in this country adequate pro­
tection. 

In view of the fears you express and the apparently trustworthy 
information you have received that, after the statute in question shall 
have become operative, violent demonstrations may be made in various 
quarters against your countrymen and their property, I have commu­
nicated to the governors of California and other States of the Pacific 
slope the President's desire and expectation that the authority of the 
law may be maintained to prevent disturbance of the peace of those 
States by lawless and evil-disposed men. 

Sincerely trusting that your forebodings may prove groundless, and 
believing that the power of the States in question is ample to avert 
disturbance of the public tranquillity, 

I avail, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 
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Mr. Gresham to JJ1r. Tsui Kn'O Yin. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
W ctskington, May 19, 1893. 

SIR: Referring to your note to this Department of June 2, 1891, in 
which you stated that "the Imperial Chinese Government, in order to 
i'acilitate a more perfect compliance with the terms of section 6 of the 
law of the Congress of the United States of July 5, 1884, .has author­
ized the consuls of China in foreign countries to issue, in behalf of 
their Government, to the exempt class of Chinese residents in said 
countries the certifimtte of identity required by said law," I now have 
the honor to request ~hat you will kindly inform this Department what 
is the nature of the instructions, if any, of the Imperi~ Government to 
its consular officers in foreign countries in regard to this subject; and 
also whether any action bas been taken by your Government with 
respect to the issuance of certificates to persons of the exempt class 
by its officers resident in China. 

Accept, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 

Memorand'Um of a conversation between the Secretary of State and the 
Chinese minister. 

The MINISTER (by his interpreter). Immediately after g0ing to the 
legation from the Slate Department a few days ago, I sent to my Gov­
ernment a dispatch covering the sul>stance of the interview between the 
Secretary of State and myself, and yesterday I received a reply 
expressing great satisfaction at hearing that the Secretary did not think 
there would be serious trouble growing out of the Geary law and the 
decision of the Supreme Court sustaining its validity. 

The SECRETARY. I hope you understood me correctly in our last 
interview~ 

The MINISTER. I think I did; and that I correctly reported it. I 
wish information upon two poiuts. Do you feel reasonably certain that 
the Chinese in tl1is country will not be abused, beaten, wounded, and 
murdered as in the past; and do you ·think the Geary law will at once 
be enforced~ 

The SECRETARY. I am satisfied that if the Chinese protect Americans 
in ( lhina and prevent assaults upon them, we will be able to protect the 
Chinese in this country; but should Americans in China-missionaries, 
merchants, and others-be il1jured in their persons and property, and 
the fact become known in this country, we might not be able to protect 
your countrymen here. I told you before_ and I repeat it again, that 
the President can not suspend a law of Congress; that it is his duty to 
execute the laws, and, while I can give you no promise that the Geary 
law will not be enforced, I can say that, owing to its terms and require­
ments, its enforcement will necessarily be attended with some delay. I 
do not believe the Chinese will be deported in large numbers between 
now and the assembling of Congress, when I have reason to believe 
there will be further legislation on the subject. _ 

The MINIS'l'ER. I am very glad to hear this. Do I understand that 
no Cltinese will be deported between now and the assembling of Con­
gress "? 

The SECRETARY. Some may be deported, but for reasons, part of 
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which I have given, they will not be deported in large numbers before 
then. 

The MINISTER. You told me that some of the harsh features of the 
regulations of the Secretary of the Treasury for the enforcement of the 
Geary law would be modified, and tllat, inasmuch as a validity of tllat 
law was doubted by some, the administration would likely delay efforts at 
enforcement until the constitutionality was passed upon by the Supreme 
Court. I know that you were candid in that statement, because the 
regulations of the old Secretary were materially modified, some of 
the harshest features being omitted, and the constitutionality of the 
law was submitted to the Supreme Court before any deportations were 
ordered; and I believe you are now perfectly candid in your statements. 
On my return to the legation I shall take pleasure in sending a dis­
patch to my Governmeut expressing my confidence that it may safely 
rely upon what you have communicated to me to-day. 

'fhe SECRE'I.'.AI~Y. May I ask if in your dispatch which you received 
from your Government yesterday anything was said upou the subject 
of the proteetion of Americans in Cbina ~ 

The MINIS'I.'ER. The dispatch stated that there was notbing to justify 
the belief that Americans in China were now in danger, and no effort 
would .be spared for their protection should they be threatened with 
danger. 

Mr. Ts~ti Kwo Yin to Mr. Gresharn. 

CHINESE LEGATION, 
Washington, D.O., Jlfc(;y 27, 1893. (Received l\1ay 27.) 

SIR: Referring to your note of the 19th instant in reference to cer­
tificates of identity issued to Chinese persons other than laborers who 
may desire to come to the Unitetl States pursuant to section 6 of the 
act of May G, 1882, as amended. July 5, 1884 (23 Stat., 116), I have the 
honor to inform you that the form of the certificates now in u~e was pre­
pared by ex-Miuister Chang Yen Hoon, and submitted by him on July 
10, 1880, through the Department of State, to the Seci·etaryofthe Treas­
ury, who, on the 23d day of July 1889, approved it. 

Upon receipt of the note from the Secretary of State of July 25, 1889, 
advising this legation of the approval of the form of certificate by 
Secretary of the Treasury, the same was transmitted to the t~ung-li 
yamen with the request that all officers of the Imperial Government, 
who were authorized to issue such certificates of identity, should be 
notified to uniformly use the form of certificate that had been so 
approved by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

The superintendents of the northern and southern trades (the vice­
roy of Chihli and the viceroy of Nanking) were instructed, therefore, 
by the Tsung-li-yamen to authorize the customs taotais·to take charge 
of the issuance of these certificates of identity to such Chinese per­
sons, other than laborers, who might desire to come to the United 
States. And the minister of His Irnpedal Majesty in the United States, 
under the same instructions, authorized an Chinese consuls in foreign 
~ountries to issue such certificates of identity in the same manner. 

Your attention is especially inviteu to the two concluding paragraphs 
of the note of the Secretary of the Treasury of June 12, 1891, to your 
predecessor, a copy of which was inclosed in the note of your Depart­
ment of the 17th of June, 1891, addressed to this legation. 

Accept, etc., · 
TSUI K\vo YIN. 
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Mr. Tsui Kwo Yin to JJ1r. fireslwm. 

CHINESE I.JEGA1'ION, 
Washington, .rlrtlgrust 8, 18D3. (Heceived August 8.) 

SIR: During- the interviews wllich I had the llonor of having with 
you on tlle 18th and 20th of l\'Iay last, respectively, I was deeply 
impressed with what you said regarding the precautionary measm es 
that should be taken for the protection of American subjects in Cbiua. 
That you should have taken tLeir welfare into your consideration must 
have been prompted by benevolent motives as well as by fear that vio· 
lence and injuries might be occasioned to them. At the same time yon 
also kindly expressed an apprehension that violence and injuries might 
befall the Chinese subjects residing in this country. Consequently 
while you undertook to cause protection to be extended to the Chinese 
subjects in the United States, yon made a special request that I should, 
by telegraph, communicate to my Government your strongest desire 
that proper protection be accorded to the American citizens in China, 
so that the subjects of both nations might be equally treated with the 
same benevolence. ' 

I appreciated your good suggestion so much that I, without any delay, 
cabled your request to my Government and, following it, I wrote 
repeatedly confirming my dispatch, to which I have the pleasnre to 
say that my Government responded with an assurance that yonr 
wishes would be complied with. Three months have elapsed since the 
said interviews and it is now very gratifying to me to say that the 
Americans in China, during that period, have been enjoying perfect 
peace and that no outrages of the nature or character of expulsion and 
arson have been committed upon the Chinese residents in the U1liteu 
States, and that I have also been able t o cany out your wishes. Tlms 
the subjects of both nations can not help feeling geateful to you for 
your kind protection. 

However, with regard to the Chinese exclusion act, known as the 
Geary law, it is admitted that it violates the existi11g treaty stipula­
tions between the two nations, and it is condemned by the just and 
upright persons of the United States. The faHnre in repealing the 
said law would assuredly result in the disturbing of the peace and 
outraging of the Chinese residt~mts in this cou11try. It is sincerely 
hoped tLat the President of the United States would not like to see 
such .a state of things, and Your Excellency will also remember that 
yon bad already expressed a hope that such occurrences would uever 
happen. 

As tlJC special session of Congress bas begun to sit, I pray that you 
will kindly request His Excellency the President to suggest in biR mes­
sage to the Congress the repeal of the said Geary law, to the e11d that 
the stipulations of the treaties between the United States and China 
may be maintained. and upheld; that the peace of the merchants and 
people of both nations may not be disturbed, and that I, on my final 
departurefrom this country, may also carry with me pleasant memories 
of my sojourn therein as well as the deep sense of gratitude for the 
kindness of your Government and yourself. 

Accept, etc., 
Tsur Kwo YIN. 
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l11r. ·Tsui Kwo Yin to lllr. Gresha,m. 

CIIINESE LEGATION, 
lVashington, August 18, 1893. (Heceived August 18.) 

SIR: I have the honor to advh;e you that I reeeived this day fi·om 
tbe ChiHesc consul-general at San Francisco a telegram, of which the 
following is a copy, to wit: 

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 
Tsui Kwo YIN, Chinese Minister, Washington, D. C.: 

Dming the past two or three days the Chinese laborers in the towns of Fresno and 
Tnhue and in this city have been forcibly driven fi·om these places by mobs and the 
Chinese merchants h;:He been notiliecl to close their places of bnsiuess and qnit the 
towns within two weeks. This ~will result in great loss of money and property to 
the merchants in these places. Will you please call the attention of the .Federal 
authorities to this matted 

LI YUNG YEW, 
Consnl-Genm·al. 

I regard the information conveyed by this telegram of the utmost 
gravity and importance to the Chinese people in the State of California, 
and likewise throughout the United States, iuasmuch as the acts of the 
mobs in California wj]l incite the people in other States to inflict similar 
injuries upon the Chinese laborers anu merchants in their respective 
localities. 

I would suggest, therefore, that tbe United States authorities ought 
to take the necessary steps to quell the present disturbances, by which 
course further disaster may be prevented and the rights of the Chinese 
laborers and merchants in the United States protected and preserved. 

I have the honor to request, therefore, that such action may be taken 
by the U.S. Governmeut as ma,y be deemed essential for the protection 
of the Chinese laborers and merchants a11d their business interests and 
property in the Sta.te of California and, if like reasons therefor shall 
arise, elsewhere in the United States. 

Accept etc., 
Tsur Kwo YIN. 

Jlfr. Gresharn to Mr. Tsui Kwo Yin. 

DEP.A.R'l'l\'lENT OF STATE, 
Wa,shingtnn, Attgust 19, 1893. 

SIR: I have llad the honor to receive your note of the 8th instant, in 
which you advert to the gratifying fact that no ill effects have followeu 
the apprehensions felt last May respecting the treatment of Americans 
in China and Chinese in the United States, and express satisfaction at 
the part both have played toward maiHtaining the kindly spirit that 
should prevail. I naturall,y share your satisfaction, and trust that this 
experience 'vill be a strengthening proof of the readiness with which 
popular feeling will yield to temperate counsels when international 
interests are touched. 

With regard to the hope you express that the Geary law be bronght 
forthwith to the attention of the Congress, the President does not regard 
the moment opportune. Congress has been convened in special session 
to deal with the serious :linancial stress tbat affects the country, and it 
is llot the President's desire to distract tlte attention of members from 
this urgent business by the submission of other measures. 
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As I have heretofore had occasion to say to you, I have reason to 
believe that the Geary act will Le modified at the next regular session 
of Congress, and I see no gronnd for your apprehension lest a post­
ponement of action thereon will bring about violations of good order 
to the injury of the Chinese residents in this conutry. 

On the contrary, the last few months have fortified my belief that 
the people of this country are disposed to leave the whole question to 
Congress, where it. belongs, instead of resorting to harsh or u11lawfnl 
means against the Chinese; and I am sure that, on your return to your 
own country, you will Lear witness to this temperate sentiment. 

Accept, et.c., 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 

Mr. Greshc~m to llfr. Tsui J[wo .Yin. 

DEP .A.RTMENT OF STATE, 
1Vash-ington, A ~tg~tst 24, 1893. 

SIR: Adverting to your note of the 18th instant h1 relation to the 
Chinese disturbances in 1'""resno and Tulare counties, Cal., I have the 
houor to inclose herewith copy of a letter upou the su~jeP-t received 
fi'om the private secretary of the governor of California. 

Accept, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAlii. 

[Inclosure.] 

M1'. H ·iggi11B to M1·. G1'esham. 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
Sacramento, Cal., A ·ngnat 18, 1893. (Received August 24.) 

DEAR SIR: I am clirectefl by the governor to acknowledge receipt of yonr telegram 
of this date in relation to the Chinese distnrllauces in Fresno and Tulare couuties. 

Information from the same s-ource (Chinese consul-general at San Francisco) 
reached the governor yesterda.y by telegram. _ 

·while t-he governor does not auticipate any violence or bloodshed, he at once noti­
fied the peace officers of the two counties to ta.ke all precautionary measures to pre­
vent any outbreaks against the Chinese ~hat should IJe attempted. 

He has also requested the proper officers of the two counties to keep him informed 
in relation to the movements and proceedings in such matter. 

Your obedient senant, 
M. R. HIGGINS, 

P'l'ivate Secretary. 

lJir. Gresham to llfr. Tstti Ku'O Yin. 

DEP .A.R'l'].:IEN'J' OF ST .A.TE, 
lVashington, Augttst 31, 1893. 

SIR: I have the honor tg say that on receipt of your note of the 18th 
instant, iu which you made kuown to me the contents of a report from the 
consul-general of China at San Francisco, that Cllinese in Fresno and 
Tulare counties, California, had recently been subjected to mob violence, 
I telegraphed the governor of that State. 

I am now in receipt of a letter of the 23d instant, from the governor, 
informing me that he had immediately communicated with the sheriffs 
of both counties. The sheriff of Fresuo Co1..1nty has replied that he does 
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not anticipate violence, but if any is attemp~d, he is fully prepared to 
protect life and property there. 

The sheriff of Vh;alia says no violence has been offered toward 
Chinese in Tulare Com1ty "other than what has occurred in Tulare and 
been published in the papers;" that he does not anticipate any violence, 
and will take all precautionary measures for their protection and that 
of their property, and will notify the other peace officers of the county. 

I regret that now and then your countrymen in the United States 
have been subjected to am10yanceand il1egal treatment, but it is gratify­
ing to be able to assure yon tllat tbe sentiment of the people of the 
United States tmnuds the Chinese grows perceptibly more tolerant. 

Accept, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 

JJ[r. Yctng Yii to JJ.Ir. Gresham. 

CHINESE LEGATION, 
Washington, D. C., September 7, 1893. (Received Sept. 7.) 

SIR: I llave the honor of inviting your attention to the contents of 
tlle telegrams received on tlle 5th istant from Mr. Li Yung Yew, Chi­
nese eonsul-general at San Francisco, and also from the Chinese Board 
of Trade at Los Angeles, Cal., which are inclosed. From tlle informa­
tion imparted in theRe dispatches and from ad vices from other sources, 
it is evWent that an efl'ort has been inaugurated to enforce the sixth 
seetion of the Geary law, by the systematical arrest of large .numbers 
of Chinese residents, who were entitled to the benefits of registration 
nuder the said law. His Imperial Majesty has been led to believe that 
110 arrests and orders of deportation of Chinese residents of this class 
would be made until after the Congress of the United States should 
further legislate upon this subject, so that an opportunity to repeal, 
modify, or enforce the law might be afforded that honorable body. Has 
this policy of the Government of the United States been abandoned? 
I sincerely hope it has not. 

I would also respectfully say that the Chinese residents are greatly 
alarniCd at the present attitude of the people toward them in Califor­
nia, and no doubt have good reason to anticipate violence to their per­
sons and property as a result of the present excitement, which is 
entirely unprovoked on the part of the Chinese people. I have the 
honor to request that you take-cognizance of these matters yourself, and 
also, that through your courtesy His Excellency, the President of the 
United StateR may he informed of the same. 

Accep·t, sir, etc., 

[Inclosnre 1.] 

fJltiuese Board of Tmde to Chinese minister. 

[Telegram.] 

YANG Yu. 

Los ANGELES, CAL., September 6, 1899. 
Sm: Proceeding being taken to deport certain Chinese from United States, one 

man connected with mercantile honse in Los Angeles, who leased land and hired 
laborers to perform the work, he dealing vegetables in conjunction with other part~ 

. ners in store, ordered deported this morning. Name i~ Chun Sang Yuen. Ca.u any 
action be taken for our proteetiou ~ Answer. 

CIIINESE BQARP OF Tn.APE. 
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[Inclosure 2.] 

Mr. Li Yung Yew to M1·. Yang Yu. 

[Telegram.] 

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., September 6, 1899. 
The following telegram bas just been received: 
Twenty and more Chinese arrested to-day for not complying with the Geary act, 

and hundred others will follow. Notify the consul-general :;~,nd the minister at WaRb­
ington for our protection at once. Signed Chinese Board of Trade, by Quong Sang. 

Please wire ns what yon have done in tbe matter, in order that we may inform our 
people here and Los Angeles. 

[Inclosure 3.] 

Lr YuNG Y:t<~w, 
Chinese Consnl-General. 

Mr. Ltmg Yew to M1·. Yang Yu. 

lTelegram.] 

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 1 September 6, 1893. 
The district jndge, sonthern district of California, this morning ordered deporta­

tion of a Chinaman who had failed to register as reqnirell hy the Gea.ry act. The 
district attorney handed the judge a telP-gram from the Attorney-General, stating 
tltat there were no funds to deport Chinamen who were arrested for failure to regis­
ter. The judge held that the appropriation made by Congress was for the purpose of 
carrying out the provisions of the entire act, and that there is no authority for the 
segregation of the appropriation to certain portions, but that the whole must be 
nse1l for all purposes until exhausted, and that he had no judicial knowledge of the 
latter. One hundred and fifty more warrants will be applied for in Los Angeles 
to-morrow, and warrants will also be applied for in this city. We respectfully ask ~-on 
to call t.he attention of the Secretary of State to this matter immediately. The only 
redress is to be had either through the Executive Departments of the Government 
or through Congress. The authority of the bill has stated that the intention of the 
bill was not to deport our people f1·om the country. This being- true, the Executive 
Department ought to be able to prevail upon Congress to g1ve some relief. The 
Cl1inesc act upon legal advices and the decision of t.he Supreme Court, which was a 
fiYe to three decision, shows that the advice was given in good faith. The advice 
that the law was unconstitutional was given by Choate and Carter, of New York, 
and Ash toll, of 'Vasbington. Some relief must be had immediately, or our people will 
be shipped out of the country and great loss of property will result. 

· LI LuNG YEw, 
Consul-General. 

Mr. Gresham to ]J[r. Yang Yii. 

DEPARTMENT OF S~l'ATE, 
Washington, September 9, 1893. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of 
the 7th instant, in which you bring to my attention the reports which 
have reached yon from the Chinese eonsul-general at San Francisco, 
nnd from the Chinese Board of Trade at Los Angeles, California, touch­
ing proceedings in the courts at the latter place looking to tlle deporta­
tion of certain unregistered Chinese persons under the sixth section of 
the Geary act. You state your apprehension that these proceedings 
indicate a systematic effort to enforce that law by arresting and tak­
ing before the courts large numbers of Chinamen who failed to comply 
with the requirements of that act, and refer to His Imperial Majesty's 
belief that no arrests or deportation of Chinese residents of this class 
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would. be made until after the Congress of the United States should 
fnrt.her act npon the subject so that an opportunity might be a:florded to 
repeal, modi(y, or enforce the law by appropriate legislation. 

The policy of the Government in this regard remains the same as when 
I spoke to your honored predecessor on the subiect some months since, 
and as stated in my note of May 5th last, to Mr. Tsui, the executive 
power of the Government has not, for reasons previously stated, initi­
ated any steps lookiltg to the e:fl'ective execution of the act. I slwnld 
add, as I told you yesterday, that a bill ameuding the act by affording 
another and ample opportunity for your countrymen to register is 
expected to be introduced in Congress forth with, and I doubt not it will 
receive the careful and earnest consideration it deserves. 

Yon are, however, doubtless aware tltat, under the constitlltional 
organization of the Government of this country, the executive, legisla­
tive, and judicial functions are distinct and iiulependent, and that the 
judicial power is not subject _to the orders of the executive. 

I am as yet not officially advised of the decisioa of the courts in the 
cases to which you refer, or of the extent to which they have taken 
cognizance of the complaints laid before them. The act makes it the 
(~nty of the Secretary of the Treasury to execute sentences of deporta­
tion, and I can assure you that be is earnestly alive to the especial cir­
cumstances that surround the matter at the present juncture. 

With regard to the concluding passage of your note, I can not share 
your beJief that the Chinese residents of the United States have good 
reason to anticipate violence to their persons and property as a result 
of the excit:ement now suppo~ed to exist. A note wltich I send to you 
communicating the action of the authorities of the State of California 
in view of a rumored demo11stration against Cltinese residents in San 
Bern;-ndino County and in advance of any representation in behalf of 
the interested persons, will show you the earnest determination of the 
State officers to cause law and order to be maintained and to employ all 
lawful power to that end. 

Accept, etc., 
W. Q. GRESH.A.l\I. 

Mr. Gresharn to JJlr. Yang Yil. 

DEPARTl\IENT OF STATE, 
liVashi1tgton, September 9, 1893. 

SIR: In connection with my notes of the 24th and 31st ultimo, con­
cerning the probable outbreaks against the Chinese in Tulare and 
Kern counties, California, I have the honor to apprise you of the receipt 
of two letters fi·om the executive of the State of Califoruia of the 1st and 
2d instant. 

It appears that the' sheriff of San Bernardino County was apprehen­
sive that an anti-Chinese demonstration would occur at Redlands 
on the evening of the 1st instant and requested that the militia of that 
place and of San Bernardino County might he called to his assist­
ance if necessary. To this appeal Governor Markham directed the 
brigadier-general of the State militia in that part of the State to take 
proper steps to have the troops at those points ready for action and 
to promptly call them out if in his judgment the necessities of the situa­
tion reqmred it. Governor Markham further directed that law and order 
must be maintained throughout the State. 

FR--17 
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By a telegram of the 2d instant from James P. Booth, sl1eriff, to the 
governor, who has transmitted it, with ltis letter of that date, it is 
reporte(l that no demonstration was made on tl1e 1st beyond the cut­
ting of electric wires in San Bernardino. Sheriff Booth believes that 
the determined stand taken by the State authorities averted whatever 
trouble may have beeu feared, and be has notified the National Guard 
that be had no longer need for their services. 

I am F<ure you will be glad to learn of the prompt and patriotic action 
of the governor and other officials of the State of California to main­
tain peace and order. 

Accept, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 

lir. Yctng Yii to 11lr. GreshLtnL. 

CHINESE LEGATION, 
TVashington, September 10, 1893. 

SIR: Adverting to our conversation of to-day in which you sug·gested 
that appeals ought to be taken in the deportation cases in California, 
I have the honor to inclose a telegram,just received, from the Chinese 
consul-general, in which he advises me tllat such appeals have been 
applied for and granted by Judge H.oss, but that such appeals are ren-

. dered ineffective and useless by the refusal of the judge to allow a stay 
of proceedings. It seems to me that if the persons are entitled to 
appeals they are also entitled to a stay of proceedings until the cases 
can be finally decided by the Supreme Court. Will you kindly inform 
the President of the existing condition of affairs~ 

Accept, etc., 
YANG Yu. 

Mr. Yang Yi.i to liir. Adee. 

CHINESE LEG.A'l'ION, 
Washington, September 27, 18!J3. (Received Sept. 28.) 

SIR: I have the honor to ask your especial attention to the facts 
related in a telegram just received from the Chinese comml-general at 
San Francisco, bearing date the 26th iustant, which is inclosed. Under 
all the circumstances it appears that the arrest from day to day of 
respectable Chinese laborers and their incarceration in the jails of Cali­
fornia is not only useless, but tile procedure in the cases very unusual, 
and results only in crntlty to such Chinese subjects and in the loss and 
destruction of their property. The denial of bail in the habeas co1-pus 
cases which have been appealed to the Snpreme Court of the United 
States is unprecedented, and 110 such cruel treatment or denial of jus­
tice in cases of this class is even contemplated in the drastic provisions 
of tile so-called Geary law. No crime has been committed. by these 
persons, yet they are treated as though they are guilty of the Lighest 
offenses known to the law, and held in custody while tbeh· property 
and effects are wasted or destroyed. 

I deE<ire to ~nggest that the attention of the Attorney-General of the 
United Stntes may be directed to the existiug state of affairs, with the 
hope that be may be able by some method of his own to obtain, through 
tbe action of the United States <listrict attorneys who have charge of 
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these cases, bail for these Chinese persons, who may be protected 
thereby from such cruel persecution and their property saved from 
such loss and destruction. 

I am, etc., 
YANG Yu. 

[Inclosure.] 

Mr. Li "Yung Yew to MT. Yang Yu. 

SAN FRANCISCO, CAL., September ~6. 
There are now 64 men in the various jails for not registering-17 in San Francisco, 

23 in Oakland, a.nd 24 in Los Angeles-and more arrests are being made each clay. 
All 0f the cases have been appealed to the United States Supreme Court, but it is 
uncertain when these cases will be heard. They may not be heard for several 
montlls. In the meantime the parties are incarcerated in jail among felons and 
other criminals, and have ueen denied bail by the courts, notwithstanding the fact 
that they have not committed any crime and that the courts have decided that a 
failure to register is not a crime. People charged with any crime under the law 
except murder ara entitled to bail; yet these people who have committed no crime 
are denied the right of bail pending their appeal, and their property and other effects 
in tlle meantime are being irretrievably lost. The people who are being arrested 
are of the better class of Chinese laborers, and are people who have money and are 
invaluable to their positions. If something can not ue done to check these arrests 
or to allow these people bail pending the hearing of their appeal, the Chinese on 
this coast will be irretrievably rnined. 

Please remonstrate to the President. 

Mr. Adee to Jl1r. Yang Yii. 

Lr YUNG YEW, 
Chang l'eng Chip. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, September 29,1893. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 
27th instant, complaining of the imprisonment in California of Chinese 
laborers, who, pending the hearing of their appeal to the United States 
Supreme Court, are denied bail. 

In compliance with your request a copy of your note and its inclosure 
has been laid before the Attorney-General for his consideration. 

Accept, etc., 
.ALVEY A. ADEE, 

Acting Secretary. 

Mr. Adee to .Mr. Yc(;ng Yil. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, October 10, 1893. 

SIR: In further reply to your note of the 27th ultimo, calling my 
attention to the arrest from day to day of respectable Chinese laborers 
and their incarceration in jails in California without being allowed to 
be relieved on bail pending their appeals to the Supreme Court of the 
United States, and requesting that the attention of the Attorney-Gen­
eral be d~rected to this state of affairs, with the hope that he may be 
able to d1scover some means by which they may be allowed to be dis-
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charged on bail, I inclose herewith for your information copy of a com­
munication received from the Attorney-General under date of 
October 2. 

Accept, etc., 

[Inclosure.1 

ALVEY A. ADEE, 
Acting Secretary .. 

Mt·. Olney to M1·. Gresham. 

DEPAitTMENT OF JUSTICE, 
Washington, D. C., Octobm· 2, 1893. 

SIR: I have yours of the 29th ultimo, calling my attention to a communication to 
the Department of State from the Chinese minister, in which he suggests that the 
Attorney-General of the United States may be able, by some methods of his own and 
through the action of the United States district attorneys, to cause Chinese person~; 
to be admitted to bail for whom writs of habeas corpus have been applied in the 
course of the enforcement of the provisions of the so-called Geary law. 

I have had several conferences on the subject with the counsel of the Chinese lega­
tion, Mr. May. 

The difficulty about admission to bail in the cases referred to is the rule of the 
Supreme Court expressly declaring that, "pending an appeal from the fmal decision 
of any court or judge declining to grant the writ of habeas corpus, the custody of the 
prisoner shall not be disturbed." I have suggested-and I believe the counsel of 
the Chinese legation agrees with me-that the only possible remedy is through an 
application to the Supreme Court for a modification of its rule. 

Very respectfully, etc., 

Mr. Yang Yil to JJir. Gresham. 

RICHARD OLNEY, 
.Attor·ney-General. 

CHINESE LEGATION, 
Washington, October 10, 1893. (Received October 11.) 

SIR: I have the honor to state that my predecessors, through inter­
views and correspondence, obtained the recognition by the collectors of 
customs, under regulations and instructions prescribed by the Secretary 
of the Treasury, of certificates of identity to the exempt class of Chinese 
persons, in order to facilitate a more perfect compliance with section G 
of the act of Congress approved July 5, 1884, and the Imperial Chinese 
Government, in accordance with an understanding so made and accepted 
by both governments, authorized the consuls of China in foreign coun­
tries to issue, in behalf of their own Government, to such exempt class of 
Chinese residents in said countries the certificates of identity required 
by said law, and such certificates have been issued by such consuls 
and recognized by the collectors of customs until a very recent date. 
In this connection I have the honor to say that I am in receipt of a note 
from the Chinese consul at New York City, and also of a petition signed 
by the Chinese board of trade and bytwenty-fourmerchantsofNew York 
City, complaining that the customs officers decline to recognize and 
indorse such certificates, and they claim that their action in this respect 
is controlled by orders from the Secretary of the Treasury. 

No information has been received at this legation from the Depart­
ment of State for transmittal to His Imperial Majesty upon the subject 
of the ·revocation of the practice between the respective governments 
.concerning the issuance of these certificates, and I am surprised to 
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learn of the abrog:1,tion by the Secretary of the Treasury of a practice 
of so much importance without a.ny consultation with, or notice to, my 
Government or its recognized diplomatic representative, and I regard 
it my duty, therefore, to ask for an explanation of the causes that led 
to this summary action of the Secretary of the Treasury in refusing to 
indorse or recognize such certificates. 

I have also the honor of suggesting to yon that complaints llave been 
made to me, based upon reliable information~ that Chinese Inspector 
Scharff, an employe of the Treasury Department, who is stationed at 
New York City, invariably obstructs the lauding of Chinese subjects 
who hold such certificates or passports au<l treats the holders thereof 
and other Chinese persons outrageously by using toward them insult­
ing and abusive language. 

Trusting that I may be given, for transmission to His Imperial 
Majesty, a satisfactory explanation of the matters, 

Accept, etc., 
YANG Yu. 

Mr. Gresharn to Mr. Yang Yil. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
lVashington, October 23, 1893. 

SrR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 
lOth instant in regard to the recognition of certificates of identity fur­
nished to the exempt clas:::; of Chinese persons entering the United 
States, and, in reply thereto, to inclose herewith copy of letter of the 
Secretary of the Treasury of the 20th instant. 

I think you will find that the statements in Secretary Carlisle's 
letter fully cover the matters to which you directed my attention. 

Accept, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 

[Inclosure.] 

M1·. Ca1'lisle to M'l'. G1·esham. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, D. C., October 20, 1893. (Received October 21.) 

Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 
16th instant, with which was inclosed copy of a note addressed you on the lOth 
instant by the Chinese minister at this capital, concerning certain regulations of 
this Department with reference to certificates issued by Chinese consuls and upon 
which the holders seek admission into the United States. 

The complaint of the minister presumably has reference to instructions given to 
collectors of customs to closely scrutinize C(\rtificates from consular of-ticArs presented 
by Chinese persons claiming to be of the exempt class, and before landing such per­
sons to make inquiry as to the truth of the statements set forth in such certificates. 

This course beca.me necessary on account of the frequency of instances coming to 
the knowledge of this Department where Chinese laborers had been admitted upon 
certificates obtained from the Chinese consul at Havana falsely deseribing them as 
merchants, actors, or students. The law relating to certificates of this character 
does not make them conclusive evidence of the right of the bolder to enter the United 
States, bnt provides that the facts therein stated may he disproved by the United 
States authorities. .Pnrsnant to this provision of law and in order to prevent the 
constant introduction of laborers by means of consular certificates probably obtained 
from Chinese consul and viseed by the U. S. eolJsnl through misrepresentation a.nd 
perjured testimony, it wns decided to verify all certificates where there was any 
dou ht of the true character of the person described therein. 
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Although the law provides in express terms that Chinese laborers slutll not be per­
mitted to enter the United States, our Government in a spirit of liberality has a1lowed 
snell 11ersons to pass in transit through our territory. This privilege has been taken 
a1l yantage of by many Chinese lauorers to enter at San Francisco and pass in transit 
via New Orleans to Cuba.. The same persons have then returned to the United 
States with passports from the Chinese consul at Havana certifying them to be per­
sons of the exempt class. A number of these upon investigation have been excluded. 
·while this action C[Lnses more or less delay, it has not, so·far as is known, prevented 
the entry into the United States of any person lawfully entitled to admission. 

· As an illustration , it may b e stated that on the 12th instant two Chinese persons, 
named, respectively, Loui Yon Cai and Lung Wa On, arrived at New York per steam­
ship Seneca, and claimed admission on certifica,tes issued by the Chinese consul at 
Havana, who certified that the persons referred to were members, respectively, of 
the Chinese firms of Cheung Wa, No. 909 Race street, Phila,delphia, and Yan Sang 
Tong, No. 22 Mott street, New York. Upon investigation it was ascertained 
tlt:tt they were not merchants nor members of the firms named. It was shown that 
Loni Yon Cai had stated on the voyage from Havana to New York that it was his 
intention upon landing to establish a Chinese restaurant or a gambling house in that 
city, alHl that he had no business connection of any kind in Philadelphia. The other 
pm:son, Lung Wa On, was without means, was a laborer, and intended to work in a 
laundry at New York upon arrival there. In these cases certificates were obtained 
in Havana by one Young Sing and one Chuck Sam upon payment of the sums of $12 
ancl $7, respectively. · 

You will recall the fact that I have within the past few months, on account of 
abuses similar to those above described, repeatedly called your attention to the neces­
sity for instructions to the American consul at Havana to more closely scrutinize 
certificates of the character in question, with a view of ascertaining whether or 
not the statements made therein are true. 

I am not aware of any instances where action has been taken by direction of this 
Department, or any of its officers charged with the enforcement of the Chinese exclu­
sion act s, which can properly be construed as indicating a disposition to ignore 
certificates issued b y the accredited of-ficers of the Chinese Government, but, as here­
inbefore stated, efforts have bef'n and will continue to be made to prevent our laws 
relating to the exclusion of Chinese being violated by fraudulent practices on the 
part of persons who have no right to land in the United States. 

I do not doubt that the Chinese minister will concede that this course is a proper 
one, as I am advised that he hils no sympathy with attempts of Chinese persons to 
enter the United States in violation of our laws. 

With reference to that portion of the minister's note complaining of the conduct 
of Inspector Scharf, I have the honor to inform you that previous to the receipt of 
your letter and upon representations made from another source an investigation 
was ordered. The subject is now under consideration, and if it is found that the 
inspector has been abusive or has not properly performed his official duties a suit­
able remedy will be appli ed. 

Respectfully, yours, etc., 
J. G. CARLISLE, 

Sem·etary. 

Mr. Yang Yii to Mr. Gresham. 

. CHINESE LEGATION, 
Washington, October 27, 1893. (Received October 28.) 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 
23d instant and a copy of the letter of the Secretary of the Treasury, 
which was inclosed, in regard to the action of the U.S. Government con­
cerning the recognition of certificates of identity issued to the exempt 
class of Chinese persons entering the United States, and I thank you for 
the information conveyed in these communications. 

I am also desirous of avoiding any wrong or imposition in the issu­
ance of such certificates, and to this end I have instructed the Chinese 
consular officers at Havana, San Francisco, and New York who have 
charge of these matters to carefully examine all applicants for such 
certificates and to scrutinize with great care all testimony adduced in 
support of such applications. 
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I trust, however, that the applications of actual merclmnts, whose 
certificates are required to be viseed by the collector of the port from 
which they depart may be distinguished from the applications of those ~ 
who assume to be such merchants, so that the former may not be unnec­
essarily interfered with or delayed in their right to carry on their mer­
cantile business, and I respectfully request that the collectors may be 
instructed to vise and recognize the certificates of such bona fide mer­
chants iu accordance with the practice and regulations heretofore ahd 
now existing, and that they may receive justice at the hands of the 
U. S. Government. 

In regard to the petition of the Chinese consul at New York and the 
,joint petition of the Chinese merchants at that City, to the effect that 
the collector at that port refuses to vise such certificates, and that 
Inspector Scharf abuses his authority, I feel assured that Mr: Secretary 
Carlisle does not sanction any such irregularities as are reported to 
have been done pursuant to his t>rders. 

Please extend to Mr. Secretary Carlisle my thanks for his valuable 
letter, and 

Accept, etc., 
YANG Yu. 

JJ[r. Gresham to 1lfr. Yang Yii. 

DEP ARTMEN'l' OF S1'ATE, 
Washington, Novernber 1, 1893. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 
27th ultimo, and to say that I have inclosed a copy of the same to the 
Secretary of the Treasury, calling his attention to the statement you 
make touching the instructions sent by you to the consuls of China at 
Havana, San Francisco, and New York regarding the careful examina­
tion of certificates on which Chinese subjects seek admission at our 
ports, and also to the suggestion you make in favor of bona fide appli­
cants for certificates. 

Accept, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 

Mr. Yang Yii to Mr. Gresham. 

CHINESE IJEGATION, 
Washington, No'oernber 8,1893. (Received November 0.) 

SIR: I have the honor to state that I have received information of 
the passage by the Congress of the United States of an act to amend an 
act entitled "An act to prohibit the coming of Chinese persons into 
the United States," and I express my thanks for the provision in the 
bill which stops the proceedings in the prosecution of Chinese persons 
under the Geary law in the courts, and as a result releases them from 
imprisonment. 

It was, of course, within the power of Congress to enact the Geary 
law, and the amendment thereto~ notwithstanding their harsh provi­
sions, but I would suggest that if the repeal of the Geary law was an 
impossibility, the simple extension of the time for a term of six months 
was the worst treatment anticipated by the Chinese people and by the 
Imperial Government, aud the additional objectionable provisions are 
a surprise and disappointment. 
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According to onr treaty of 1880 with the United States "Cl1int>sc 
subjects, whether proceeding to the United States as traders or 1-;tn­
dents, merchants or from curiosity * * 'X< and Chinese laborm·8 
who are now in the United States * * * shall be accorded all the 
rights, privileges, imnumities, aud exernptious which are accorded to 
tlte citizens and sn bjects of the most favored nation;" and, reciprocally, 
citizens of the United States in China are treated hy China in the 
same manner as citizens or subjects of the most favored nation there 
are treated. Now, the recent legislation referred to above applies ouly 
to the Chinese people in the U11ited States, and for this reason I feel it 
my duty to express sincere regret and disappointment at the passage 
of these laws, inasmuch as they are aimed at my people to the exclu­
sion of fO'f'eigners from all other countries. If this legislation were so 
extended as to include the people of other nationalities in the Uuited 
States, I shoulrl deem it my duty to maintain snence upon the suqiect. 
But such is not the case. 

It becomes necessary under the existing circumstances for the Chi­
nese Government to consider and anticipat~ at this early date the fact 
that many worthy Chinese residents of the United States, who may be 
entitled to remain in the co~mtry, may not be able to meet the require­
ments of the law, or may not, for technical reasons, be accorded the 
privilege of registr~ttion, and hence at the end of the six months our 
Government may meet with a repetition of the same difficulties, to a 
greater or less extent, through whicl1 tLey have just passed, and from 
which they are now enjoying wLat may prove to be a temporary respite. 
It appears, therefore, that our respective governments should immedi­
ately arrive at an amicable understanding as to the future relations 
that are to exist between them in regard to the gi .. ave and important 
questions involved. 

An explanation of the act of Congress is requested upon the ques­
tion as to whether it is the intention of its provisions that the number 
of Chinese persons in the United States may be ascertained in order 
that the Chinese and Americans may live amicably together in the 
United States. If this is the intention of the law, I may be permitted 
to suggest that mutual consideration of the question and cordial cooper­
ation, rather than the enactment of such legislation, would serve to 
further strengthen the friendly relations which have so long existed 
between China and the United States. In view of all the facts I would 
respectfully inquire whether it is now the intention of the United 
States Government to permit these most serious questions to rest as a 
finality upon the legislation of Congress as it now existR, or whether 
the thought is entertained of further negotiation through a different 
source, to the end that all the existing difficultieR between such nations 
may be permanently settled, and their honor, dignity, and friendship 
maintained and preserved. 

If the Government of the United States desires to entertain and con­
sider any negotiation whatever that may lead to an adjustment of the 
questions involved, I will willingly join in an interview upon that sub­
ject. 

It is with a feeling of assurance that the Secretary of State bas 
always entertained a cordial regard for the friendly relations between 
the two nations that I venture to address this note to him, and I, in 
conclusion, desire to express to him my sincere thanks for the many 
courtesies and kindnesses extended by him to me and my Government. 

Accept, etc., 
YANG Yu. 
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Mr. Gresham to Mr. Yang :ril. 

DEPARTMENT OF ST.A!l'E, 
Washington, November 25, 18.93. 

SIR: I have the honor to say with reference to your note of the 27th 
ultimo that, as appears by a letter of the Treasury of the 11th instant, 
collectors of customs have been instructed to place no unnecessary 
obstacles in the way of the lan(1ing, in tl1e United States, of Chinese 
ent1tled to enter our ports, !Jut that it is not deemed advisable to renew 
the practice under whieh collectors visaed eertificates issued by consu­
lar officers of Chill a in this country to Ullinese about to depart for China 
with the intention of returning. 

The letter of the Treasury closes as follows: 
It is hoped that by means of the registration of Chinese perso11s in the United 

States under the law recently passed, further difficulties and complications in con­
nection wit.h this subject may be obviated. 

Accept, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 



No.12.] 

COLOMBIA. 

• 
.Mr. McKinney to ll.fr. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Bogota,, August 24,1893. (Received September 20.) 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your No. 6, * 
dated July 14~ 1893, relating to the boundary dispute between the gov­
ernments of Colonibm and Costa Rica. 

In accordance with your instructions, I have had an interview with 
the secretary for foreign affairs and endeavored to impress upon him 
the importance to all parties concerned of the settlement of this dispute. 

He informs me that his Government is at the present time prepariHg 
a basis for a new treaty with Costa Rica on the boundary question and 
hopes to be able to pre~ent it to Costa Rica for their approval in a few 
weeks. 

'rhey propose to submit the question of arbitration to the Govern­
ment of Spa,in; that the decision of the arbitrator shall be final and go 
into immediate effect; that the governments of Colombia and Costa 
Rica shall divide the expenses, etc. 

He has promised to forwarrl to this legation a copy of the draft 
before it is submitted to Costa Rica. 

I will cable the Department of State when the draft is forwarded to 
Costa Rica, and I would suggest that, if it appears fair to both parties 
concerned, you urge upon the Government of Costa Rica the accept­
ance of the treaty, to the end that this long disputed question may 
be finallv Rettled. 

I am, etc., 

No. 19.] 

LuTHER F. McKINNEY. 

Jlfr. JlfcKinney to JJfr. Gresham. 

LEGA'l'ION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Bogota, Septernber 29, 1893. (l~eceived October 31.) 

SIR: In continuation o{ my No. 12 in answer to your No. 6, * I have 
the honor to say that I, immediately on ·receipt of your communication, 
.sent an official dispatch to the minister of foreign affairs, in which I 
expreRsed the feeling of the Government of the United States in regard 
to the boundary question between Colombia and Costa Rica. 

The minister of foreign affairs personally requested that I withdraw 
the official communication on the plea that he preferred to deal with this 
legation upon such matters in personal interviews. 

*See No. 28 to the U. S. minister to Nicaragua, p. 202. 
266 
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On his urgent request I withdrew the document and he promised be­
for·e he sent au official communication to the Government of Costa Rica 
regarding the boundary question he would transmit a copy to me, that I 
might ask my Government to use its good services to induce Costa 
:Rica to accept the propositions of the Colombian Government. It 
appears tbat the letter of the Colombian Government was sent to Costa 
Rica on the 6th of September, while we were not given its contents 
until the 21st of September, when he sent us a copy published in the 
offieial organ of the Government, a copy and translation of which I 
inclose. 

I also inclose a copy and translation of his letter to me. 
On account of so long a time having elapsed since the communica­

tion was sent to Costa Rica, I did not deem myself justified in sending 
a cable upon the subject. 

I am, etc., 
LuTHER F. :McKINNEY. 

"[Inclosure 1 in No. 19.--Translation.) 

Senor Snm·ez to the minister of foreign affairs of Costa Rica. 

MINISTRY FOR FORRIGN AFFAIRS, 
Bogota, September 6, 1893. 

Mr. MINISTER: I have the honor to answer the note of the 29th of last June, in 
which your excellency refers to the settlement of the boundary between Costa Rica 
and Colombia, an affair which has been a subject for much discussion between the 
two governments, and which was submitted for arbitration to the Government of 
Spain until the respective conventions were rejected, because the time had expired 
within which the decision in regard to the controversy of the boundary limits should 
·have been rendered. 

Yom excellency is &urprised that the Government of this Republic neglected to 
communicate to the Government of Costa Rica its intention to denounce those acts, 
and that it confined itself to making its declaration to the arbitrator in person. 

The surprise of your excellency woulel be well founded if the note which i_,his 
office sent you on the 16th of March, 1891, had been honored with an answer, but 
having waited in vain for the said reply, this office concluded th!1t the Government 
of Costa Rica no longer considered it necessary to treat directly with Colombia in 
regard to this matter. Moreover, in the notes whereby the Government of Spain 
was made aware of our intention to reject the conventions, care was taken to inform 
the Government of Costa Rica that they would also be informed of this fact, after 
the last pending note should be answered, relative to the settlement of a provisional 
boundary by which mutual and frequent complaints could be avoided, and it was 
added that every means should be used to renew the treaties and to prolong the 
jurisdiction of the arbitrator, always provided that he should consent to act in this 
capacity for the two republics and do them the favor and the honor to study and 
decide the subject referring to their common frontier. 

Your excellency can ascertain this by looking at the notes, of which I have the 
honor to send an authorized copy. 

Your excellency is ttlso surprised that the Government of this Republic should have 
rejected the treaties after the arbitrator had declared, without any objection on the 
part of Colombia or Costa Rica, that the boundary question between these two states 
should not be touched until after the question between Colombia and Venezuela had 
been decided, and until after the acceptance of the arbitrament, and for the same 
reason the decision regarding the limits should not commence to be reckoned until 
the decision in regard to that other matter had been rendered. 

In order to be able to ascertain the force of the argument it must be remembered 
that the arbitrator accepted the commission on a certain date; that he at that time 
decided that this question should be studied a.fter the questions relative to the arbi- ­
tration between Colombia and Venezuela should have been decided, a thing which 
was likely to happen any minute; that sixteen months after having accepted the 
jurisdiction he stated that the twenty months' limit allowed him in which to render 
the decision should not commence to be computed on the date of aeceptance, but 
rather, after the controversy in regard to the boundary between Colombia and Vene-
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zue]a bad been c1cciflcd, and that tl1e parties made no objection to such a proposal, 
although the representative of Colombia took care to inform the diplomatic agent of 
Costa R.ica, Seflor Peralta, of the necessity of Tectifying the treaties. 

Thus the question which has been discussed is as follows: An agreementwa.s entered 
into between two nations to determine by arbitration their common frontier; the 
decit>ion of this serious and important question was to be given within a fixed time. 
Can the time which is definitely named in these treaties be indefinitely postponed 
by any other will or authority than that which gives to them force and validity¥ 

This question is so clear that no misunderstanding can arise in the answer. How­
ever, Rupposing its solution were doubtful, this other question would arise, equally 
important, and worthy of the strictest attention, namely, jurisdiction being doubt­
ful, and the power being given by two states to an arbitrator to decide a controversy 
so interesting as that of international limits, will it be prudent, just, or right to 
baznrcl the success of a decision requiring so much labor, and of a judgment worthy 
of respect, by neglecting to remove errors from the treaties, or to correct anyt.hing 
which might make them worthless in the future~ 

Thus the Government of Colombia, recognizing, as any just and honorable govern­
ment must, the necessity of repairing a bad foundation in a costly edifice, has 
worked for the desired end with the impartiality called for by the rights and inter­
ests of both parties, with the frankness and fidelity which the gravity of the situa­
tion demands, and with the respect which is owed to the high arbitrator, whose 
decision ought never to be considered as doubtful. Your excellency thinks it strange 
that the Colombian Government should have rejected the treaties regarding the 
boundary between Colombia and Costa Rica after Dr. Antonio Roldan and the under­
signed, then acting minister of foreign afi'airs, had stated in letters, written after 
Colombia bad announced the lapse of such treaties, that it was still hoped that Spain 
would settle the pending question. 

In the first place these opinions alone, expressed before an accura,te calculation of 
the terms bad been made, bearing in mind the dates of the letters of acceptance of 
the arbitrator, and of his declarations to that effect, these opinions, I say, are want­
ing in that force which would be necessary to continue a jurisdiction which Congress 
alone bas the power to do, in conformity with the pnblic law of the nation. In the 
second place, if your exccHency will have the kindness to look at the notes of Octo­
ber 19, 1891, and March 17, 1892, sent by this office to his Catholic Majesty, through 
his legation at Bogota, you will find that the Government of this Republic, while 
rejecting the treaties, stated at the same time its intention to renew them if Costa 
Rica should give her consent, and prolong the jurisdiction conferred upon the Gov­
ernment of Spain, provi(led that this high arbitrator should deign to accept it. 

Tbm; the ideas of Senor Roldan and of the undersigned regarding the decision to 
be given by the Spanish Government were in harmony with the prevision voluntary 
then, as to-clay, that the decision shall have that high origin, because it is scarcely 
possible that Costa Rica will refuse to accept the propositions of Colombia in regard 
to the renewal of the treaties. 

From the foregoing I hope that your excellency will see that the Colombian Gov­
ernment, far from rejecting the hlea brought forward by Costa Rica, in the note 
which I have the honor to answer, strove to suggest it, in the very act by which it an­
nounced the lapse of the treaties. Therefore there will be noun willingness on the part 
of the Republic that the negotiations which may be necessary for the renewal of 
these conventions be held at Bogota or Madrid, where by a treaty may be made, in which 
the same referee may be named, and in which the boundary limits are clearly and 
exactly stated, and which contains clauses of obvious advantage, such for instance 
as those relating to the expenses of the trial, to the carrying out of the sentence, 
and to the committee which must be named for studying the ground before the 
decision is given, or to mark the boundary line decided upon by the arbitrator, etc. 
But to accomplish this it is indispensable that your excellency's Government, as soon 
as it finds time, answer the above-mentioned note which the Colombian Government 
bad the honor to send yon March 16, 1891, and in accordance with this note, do all 
that iEJ possible to decide upon a temporary boundary, to the end that the frequent 
quarrels and vexations may be avoided which arise through the trespassing by 
agents of Costa Rica upon territory which is recognized by your Government in 
the actual possession of Colombia. Repeated and friendly complaints have been 
sent by my Government to that of Costa Rica in regard to this matter before commenc­
ing, as was right, direct . measures to avoid the violation of a statu quo whi.ch is 
l)y common accord perfectly legal until the jurisdiction of the frontiers shall be 
definitely settled. 

Frankly speaking, the note to which I refer was sent in order to obtain an ami­
cable solution of this question, which is urgent in spite of its temporary character. 
Not only have we waited in vain for a reply to this note, but we have received with 
increasing wonder the complaints of the authorities of this Government at Bocas del 
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Toro, making public new ~cts of violation . of the territorial sovereignty of Colom­
bia, committed by citizens or agents of Costa Rica. 

With g;:ch a condition of affairs and while the two governments, animated by 
brotherly friendship, neglect to put a stop to such irregular proceedings, the Gov­
ernment of Colombia does not desire, nor would she be able in fact without injur­
ing her rights and interests, to again renew the arbitration treaties regarding the 
frontiers. For in all such acts the greatest harmony and good will must prevail 
between the two parties. 

It would be impossible for Colombia to sign an arbitration treaty regarding 
boundary limits, and at the same time be obligecl to repel invasions of territory 
which is in her possession, her expostulations being disregarded. 

I take, Mr. Minister, etc. 
MAB.CO F. SUAREZ. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 19.-Translation.] 

Seiior SuaTez to Mr. McKinn ey. 

MINISTRY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 

Bogota, September 21, 1893. 
Marco Fidel Suarez politely salutes his excellency, Mr. McKinney, and, referring 

to their recent interview about the question of boundary, now pending between 
Colombia and Costa Rica, has the honor to forward to him the Diario Oficial of 
yesterday, in which may be found the last note sent to the Government of that 
Republic regarding this matter. 

J 



CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE LEGATION OF COSTA RICA 
AT WASHINGTON. 

Seiior Pera,Ztct to Mr. Gresham. 

[Translation.l 

LEGATION OF COSTA. RICA., 
Washington, April12, 1893. (Received April17.) 

The undersigned, envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary 
of the Republic of Costa Rica, has the honor to call the attention of 
the honorable Secretary of State of the United States of Americ:1 to 
the following points, which are of the highest importance as regards 
the international relations of UostaRica and the United States aud with 
the Republic of Colombia: · 

Tl1e boundary question pending between the Republics of Costa Rica 
and Colombia which, according to the treaty of San Jose of December 
25, 1880, and the additional convention concluded at Paris, January 20, 
1886 (Inclosures Nos. 1 and 2), is to be decided by arbitration, was 
submitted, in pursuance of an agreement with the United States Gov­
ermp.ent (as appears from the communications of :Mr. Bayard, Secre­
tary of State of the United States, to this legation, dated Washington, 
November 14, 1B85, and May 26, 1886), to the Government of Spain by 
the plenipotentiaries of Costa Rica and Colombia at Madrid, by a note 
bearing date of May 19, 1887. (Inclosure No.3.) 

The Spanish Government accepted the office of arbitrator sub condi­
tione sttspensiva,, with the proviso that its acceptance was not to begin 
until after it should have pronounced its decision in the boundary 
question between Venezuela and Colombia, which bad been submitted 
to it. This declaration was made by Mr. Moret in his note of June 12, 
1887. (Inclosure No.4.) 

The representative of Colombia having expressed some doubt with 
regard to the meaning of the condition imposed by the Spanish Govern­
ment for its acceptance of the office of arbitrator, the minister of Costa 
Rica at 1\i[adrid requested the minister of state of His Catholic M~jesty 
(by a note of October 23, 1888, Inclosure No.5) to furnish an explana­
tion ofthe terms of its acceptance according to the aforesaid note of 
Mr. Moret. The Marquis de la Vega de Armijo replied, on the 30th of 
the same month (Inclosure No. 6), "that as the labors relative to the 
boundary question pending between Venezuela and Colombia had not 
yet been finally terminated, the aceeptance of the office of arbitrator, 
with whieh the Government of Colombia and that of Costa Rica had 
honored that of His Catholic Majesty, would not begin until the decision 
had been pronounced and the new commission appointed." 

This sufficiently precise explanation was communicated by the min­
ister of Costa Rica to the legation of Colombia on the 6th of Novem­
ber, 1888, in a note to Mr. Putnam, charge d'affaires, and was repeated 
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on the 11th of January, 1889, to l\1r. Betancourt, who bad succeeded 
Mr. Putnam. The legation of Colombia did not raise the slightest 
objection, but, on the contrary, the language of the Colombian repre­
sentative induced His Catholic Majesty's minister of state to believe 
that not only did Colombia not have any objection to the conditions 
imposed by the arbitrator, but that it was disposed to present its own 
argument in due time. 

In this belief, which was contradicted by no . fact and by no official 
statement of the Government of Colombia, and after the decision of the 
bouudary question between Venezuela and Colombia(*) had been pro­
nounced, the minister of state requested the parties, by a note bearing 
date May 11, 1891, to present their respective arguments, reserving the 
declaration that the arbitration had commenced until the time when 
these arguments should be in his possession. 

1\-Ir Betancourt, the Colombian minister, replied that he wouJd present 
the argument of his Government with as little delay as possible. "No 
objection was made by Mr. Betancourt on the ground of the nullity of 
the treaties of arbitration; on the contrary, he recognized that the new 
arbitration had been initiated between his country and Costa Rica." 
(Note from the Duke of Tetuan to Mr. Peralta, dated Madrid, J·anuary 
22, 1892. Inclosure No. 7.) 

The Spanish Government was consequently awaiting the presenta­
tion of the arguments, and the minister of Costa Rica bad repeatedly 
st~tted that the argument of his Government was ready, and he desired 
that the commission which was to take cognizance of the case should 
be appointed in order that he might transmit that document to the 
ministry of state. · 

The Duke of Tetuan, however, being actuated by a lofty sentiment ot 
benevolence, was unwilling that the arbitration should be definitively 
begun until the argument of Columbia (which he tllought was likely to 
be handed in at any moment) should have been presented. 

Such was the state of things in December, 1891, when the Spanish 
Government was informed by a note from the minister of Spain at 
Bogota, bearing date of October 19, 1891, that the Government of Co­
lombia desired to conclude a new treaty of arbitration with Costa Rica, 
because, in its opinion, the time had expired within which the_ arbitra­
tor could pronounce a valid decision. 

Neither the Government of Spain nor that of Costa Rica has accepted 
the declaration of the Government of Colombia as being ju~t and well 
founded, and the Duke of Tetuan has declared that he was very much 
surprised by the course pursued by Colombia. This he did in a 
dispatch addressed to the representative of Spain at Bogotil, and in 
his communication of the same date (Jan nary 22, 1892, Inclosure No. 8) 
to the minister of Costa Rica at Madrid. 

As is declared by the arbitrator, through the Duke of Tetuan, the 
time for taking cognizance of the boundary question had not expired. 
Colombia, which made not the slightest objection to the conditions 
imposed by Mr. Moret, ought at least to have presented its argument 
to the arbitrator, or to have signified in some way that, in its opinion, 
the time allotted for arbitration had commenced before assuming to 
itself without tile assent or notice of the other party, the responsi­
bility of declaring that the time for the legal arbitration of the case 
had already expired. 

Even supposing that the arbitrator had allowed the time fixed for 

* Puulisl1ed in the Madrid Gazette, March 17, 1891. 
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pronouncing his decision to elapse, such negligence on the part of tl1e 
arbitrator in no way affects the validity or the obligatory force of tlle 
treaty of 1880. 

The negligence of the arbitrator may at the utmost be considered as 
a passive form of his desire not to perform the duties of his office; as 
a tardy refusal to accept it, or simply as an evidence of his having 
been unable to render, at the proper time, the eminent service requested 
of him, and this is the most that can be alleged by Colombia; at all 
events, however, the contracting parties were still at liberty to have 
recourse to the stipulation contained in article 5 of the treaty of 1880, 
and in virtue tllereof to request the President of the Argentine Repub­
lic to accept the office of arbitrator. 

'rhe Spanish Government, however, rejected with very good reason, 
the charge of negligence implied by the declaration of the Govern­
ment of Colombia, and has constantly shown its readiness to perform 
the dutie--s of the uoble and disinterested office which was tendered it 
by the parties; and if these offer it, and again beg the Government of 
His Catholic Majesty to accept it, that Government has promised tl1at 
it will accept it, or that it will, at least, most favorably consider the 
offer. 

Be the case as it may, the treaty of arbitration of 1880 provides, in 
its seventh article, that the boundary question shall be decided by arbi­
tration only, and until such a settlement has been reache<l, the validity 
of that treaty is incontestable. 

The additional convention of January 20, 1886, stipulated that, not­
withstanding the death of His J'\iajesty Don Alfonso XII, the Govern­
ment of Spain was competent to continue in charge of the arbitration 
(Article r). It defined with precision, in accordance with tlw observa­
tions of Mr. Bayard, Secretary of State of the United States of Amer­
ica, the extreme and precise limits of the territorial claims of the par­
ties (Article II), and declared that, whatever should be tlle decisio11 of 
the arbitrator, the rights 0f a third .party should remain uuimpaire<l 
(Article III). 

The additional convention, furthermore, extends the period of arbi­
tration for ten additional months, so that it may last for tweu ty months, 
reckoned from the date of its formal acceptauce. (Article IV). 

The rights of a third party, as was agreed with the Government of 
the United States, and as explained by Mr. Bayard in his note of May 
26, 188n, to Mr. Peralta, are such as in virtue of preexisting treaties 
may belong to the U.S. Government or to citizens of the United States. 
(Inclosure No. 9.) 

The Government of Costa Rica bas, therefore considered, both in 
view of the stipulations of Article XXXV of the treaty of December 12, 
1846, and of the express declarations ot Messrs. Blaine·* and Bayard, 
both before and after the conclusion of the ad<litional convention of 
January 20, 1886, that the U.S. Government became a party with Costa 
Rica and Colombia to this latter convention, and consequently to the 
principal convention of 1880, and my Government thil1ks that, in this 
state of things and on account of the respect which the lligh contract-

*In Mr. Bl::tine's dispatch to Mr. Putnam, U.S. minister to Belgium, of May 31, 1881 
(For. Rei., 1881, p. 70), occurs the following passage: 

* * * It can not boa matter of indifference to the United States of America. 
whether the littoral line of either ocean in the neighborhood of any projected inter­
oceanic communication is within the guaranteed territory of the U11ited States of 
Colombia, or within the lawful bonnuaries of the Republic of Costa Rica, with whom 
its treaty obligations are of a different character." 
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ing parties owe to each other, it should maintain the arbitration pro­
vided for in those instruments and demand that it be maintained in full 
force without the conclusion of any new treaty of arbitration, for which 
the Government of Colombia has expressed iijS desire to that of Spain. 

The treaties which already exist seem to my Government to be more 
than sufficient to secure to the parties an equitable and speedy settle­
ment of their differences. 

The Government of Costa Rica therefore begs the United States 
Government, in testimony of the fi.·iendship existing between it and both 
Costa Rica and Colombia, in view of the interest which it bas ever 
manifested in the prosperity and peace of those countries, in view of 
its duties as a guarantor of the neutrality and of the sovereignty of 
Colombia over the IRthmus of Panama as tar as the frontier of Costa 
Rica, and as a party to the aduiti()nal convention of 1886, to exert its 
most friendly and most earnest efforts to induce Colombia, in consid­
eration of the determination of Costa Rica faithfully to abide by what 
has been agreed upon, and of the declarations of the Spanish Govern­
ment that it does not consider the time for arbitrat~on as having 
expired, to withdraw its deelaration that the period of arbitration has 
elapsed, and once more to request the Government of His Catholic 
Majesty to accept the office of arbitrator; and in case of the nonaccept­
ance of the Spanish Government~ to submit the case to the decision of 
the President of the Argentine Republic. 

If the President of the Argentine Republic can not accept, it becomes 
the duty of the parties, in virtue of Article VII of the treaty of 1880, to 
designate another arbitrator, and in that case the Government of Costa 
Hica will be most happy to come to an understanding with that of 
Colombia and that of the United States of America to tender the office 
of arbitrator to his excellency Grover Cleveland, President of this 
Republic. 

'rbe Government of Costa Rica begs the United States Government 
to be pleased to submit this proposition with the utmost earnestness, 
and with as little delay as possible, to the Government of the Republic 
of Colombia, to the end that the final settlement of the boundary ques­
tion may be no longer delayed, that there may be no necessity of resort­
ing to new treaties, and that the settlement may take place in accord­
ance with those now in force, to which, as has already been stated, the 
U. S. Government is a party. 

The undersigned bas the honor to reiterate to the honorable Secre­
tary of State of the United States of America the assurance of his 
highest consideration. 

1\i.A.NUEL l\1. PERALTA. 

[Inclosure No. 1.) 

TREATY OF ARBITRATION BETWEEN COSTA RICA AND COLOMBIA. 

SAN Jos-E, December 25, 1880. 
The Republic of Costa Rica and the Republic of the United States of Colombia, 

equally animated by the sincere desire of maintaining and consolidating their ami­
cable relations, convinced that to obtain this benefit, so important to their prosperity 
and good name, it is necessary to remove the only source of the difference existing 
between them, which is no other than the question of boundaries, that is foreseen 
in articles 7 and 8 of the convention of the 15th of March, 1825, b~tween Centra.! 
America and Colombia has subsequently been the subject of several treaties between 
Costa Rica and Colombia, none of which were ratified; and both nations, understand­
ing that this antecedent counsels the adoption to-day of other means more expedient, 
prompt, and sure, of terminating the aforesaid question of boundaries by means of 
the designation iu perpetuity of a dividing line, clear and incontrovertible~ for the 

1! R-18 



274 FOR.EIGN RELATION::;. 

whole extent in which theh respective territories are contiguous; in conseqneucr, 
ilw President of the Republic oi Costa Hica, by virtue of the powers invested in 
him, has confeiTed full powers on his excellency Dr. Jose Ma. Castro, secretary of 
Rtate and of the department of foreign relations, and the President of the Uuite1l 
Staies of Colomuia, specially and fully authorized by the legislative chamuers of 
that nation, on the Hon. Dr. Jose Ma. Quijano Otero, charge d'a1l'aires, near thit; 
Government, who, after mutually communicating their respective full powers, a111l 
finding them in good and due form, have agreed upon the following articles: 

ARTICLE 1. The Republic of Costa Rica and the United States of Colombia agree 
to submit to arbitration the question of Loundaries existing; between tbem and the 
1h•signation of a line which shall divide forever anu with all clearness the territory 
of the first from the territory of the second, each one remaining in full, quiet, and 
peaceful dominion, with respect to each other, of all the lands left on its side of the 
n foresaid line, which shall remain without special charge or grievance whatever in 
favor of the other. 

AnT. 2. The arbitrator who shall be pleased to accept the charge stipulated in the 
preceding article shall, in order that the decision ma,y be biuding, complete his duties 
within the period of ten months, dating from the period of his acceptance, and this 
notwithstanding either of the high contracting parties shall fail to be present to 
maintain his rights by means of a representative or attorney. 

AitT. 3. In order that the acceptance of the arbitrator may be held to be duly noti­
fied to the high contracting parties, and that these may not be able to allege igno­
rance tl1ereof, it shall suffice that it be published in an official periodical of the nation 
of the arbitrator or in that of either of the high contracting parties. 

ART. 4. The arbitrator having heard by oral or written argument the parties or 
party presenting, and having considered the documents that they may prodnce or 
the arguments they may make, shall emit his decision without other formality; auG. 
this decision, whatever it may be, shall be held immediately as a compact concluded, 
perfect, obligatory, and irrevocable, Letween the high contracting parties, who 
renounce fornwlly and expressly all reclamation of whatever nature against the 
decision of the arbitrator, and oblige themselves to respect and fulfill it immediately, 
faithfully, and forever, pledging to this the national honor. 

Ain. 5. In consonance with the preceding artieles and for their execution the high 
contracting parties name as arbitrator His Majesty the King of Belgium; in the 
unlooked-for case that he shall not choose to accept, His Majesty the King of Spain; 
and in the event, equally unlooked for_. that he shall also refuse, his excellency the 
President of the Argent.ine Republic; in all of whom the high contracting parties 
have, without any di1i"erenee whatever, the most unlimited confidence. 

ART. 6. That one of the high arbitrators named who may come to exercise the 
aruitration ma,y delegate his functions, not failing to intervene directly in the pro­
nunciation of the dennitive sentence. 

ART. 7. If, unfortnnatdy, none of the high arbitrators named can lend to the high 
contracting parties the eminent service of accepting the charge, they, hy common 
agreement, shall make new nominations, and so successively until some one shall 
take effect; for it is agreed and hereby formally stipulated that the question of 
boundaries and the designation of a dividing line l1etween the limiting territories of 
Cost.a Rica and Colombia shall never be decided by otl1er means than the civilized 
and humane one of arbitration, preserving in the meantime the status q1w agreed on. 

ART. 8. The present convention shall be submitted to the approbation of the grand 
national council in the Republic of Costa Rica, and of the legislative chambers in 
that of Colombia, and shaH be exchanged in the city of Panama within the shortest 
time possible. 

Jn testimony whereof the plenipotentiaries above mentioned sign and affix their 
respective seals to two originals of the present convention. 

Done in the city of San Jose, ca.pital of the Uepu blic of Costa Rica, on the twenty­
fifth of Decemuer, one thousand eight hundred and eighty. 

• JORE l\fA. CASTRO. 
J. MA. QUIJANO OTERO. 

(From Foreign Relations of the United States, 1881, p. 100.) 

Linclosure No.2.] 

ADDITIONAL CONVENTION OF ARBITRATION BETWEEN THE REPUBLICS OF COSTA 
RICA AND COLOMBIA. 

PARIS, Janua1·y 20, 1886. 
ARTICLE I. The Republic of Costa Rica and the United States of Colombia aclmowl­

edge :mel declare that, notwithstanding the death of His Majesty Don Alfonso XII, 
the Government· of Spain is competeut to continue in charge of the arbitration 
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offered by the two repubtics and to pronounce, with the character of irrevocable 
and without appeal, a final sentence in the pending litigation between the high con­
tracting parties as to their territorial boundaries. 

ART. II. The boundary line claimed by the Republic of Costa Rica reaches, on 
the Atlantic side, the island Escudo de Vera.gna and River Chiriqni (Calouebora), 
inclusively, and on the Pacific side, River Chiriqui viejo, inclusively, to the east of 
Burica Point. The boundary line chtimed by the United States of Colombia reaches, 
on the Atlantic side,. Cape Gracias a Dios, inclusively, and on the Pacific side, the 
mouth of River Golfito, in Golfo Dulce. 

ART. III. The judgment of arbitration is to be confined to the disputed territory 
within the extreme limits above det:lcribed, and can not in any manner whatever 
affect the' rights which a third party, not having taken part in the aruitration, may 
allege to the ownership of the territory com1n·ised within the limits described. 

AnT. IV. If, for any cause whatever, the arbitrator were unable to pronounce his 
decision within the fatal term appointed by Article II of the convention of arbitra­
tion of December 25th, 1880, the high contracting parties agree to prorogue said term 
for ten months longer, to be counted from the day of expiration of the first term. 

ART. V. With the exception of the foregoing additions and modifications, the con­
vention of arbitration of December 25, 1880, rema,ins in vigor in all its parts. 

In testimony whereof we sign t·wo copies of a tenor, with our respQctive seals, in 
the city of Paris, January 20, 1886. 

[Inclosure No. 3.-Translation.J 

LEON FERNANDEZ. 
CARLOS HOLGUIN. 

The rninisters of Colombia and Costa Rica to Her Catholic Majesty's rninistet· of state. 

MADRID, May 19, 1887. 
MosT ExCELLENT Sm: We have the honor herewith to inclose a copy of the con­

vention signed at Paris by the plenipotentiarie~ of Colombia and Costa Rica, being 
supplemental to that of December 25, 1880, which was signed at San Jose, an(l 
whereby our governments submitted to the decision of His Majesty the King of Spain 
the qmstions pending between the two countries relative to their boundaries. Our 
governments, fearing that the sad death of the distinguished prince who ruled over 
the destinies of Spain when the San Jose convention was signed would render doubt­
ful the authority of his worthy successor to bring this case to a termination, desired 
that a new convention should be signed, which we now present, approved and rati­
fied, expressly declaring that the Spanish Government is competent to pronounce a 
decision, and that both countries solicit such a decision from this Government. 

Hoping that the Government of Her Majesty the Queen Regent will be actuated 
by the same benevolent disposition by which His Majesty King Alfonso XII was 
actuated, we hereby lay before you the aforesaid convention, to the end that, when 
our governments shall present their cases, thel'e may not be the slightest donbt as to 
the jurisdiction of the Spanish Government. 

Trusting that the Government of Her Majesty the Queen Regent will expressly 
declare its acceptance of this office, we tender your excellency, in the name of our 
governments, our warmest thanks. 

We avail ourselves of this occa,sion again to assure your excellency that we are, 
with the highest consideration, your most obedient and faithful servants, 

[Inclosure No. 4.-Translation.] 

Seiior Moret to Senor Pemlta. 

CARLOS HOLGUIN. 
MANUEL M. PERALTA. 

MINISTRY OF STATE, 
Palace, Madrid, Jtme 12, 1887. 

MosT ExcELLENT SIR: I have received, with the polite note which your excel­
lency, together with Don Carlos Holguin, the representative of Colombia,, was 
pleased to address to me under date of the 19th ultimo, the convention signed at 
Paris by the plenipotentiaries of Costa Rica and Colombia, supplemental to that of 
December 25, 1880, which was signed at San .Jose, and by which the governments 
of the two republics submitted to his majesty, the King of Spain, for arbitration, the 
questions pendmg between the two countries relative to their territorial boundaries. 
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The differences which appear to have existed on this subject between the repub­
lics which signed that international instrument, and the Republic of the United 
States having been satisfactorily settled by the said convention, I have thought 
that the time has arrived to inform the Government of her majesty of the desires 
exprcss~d by your excellency and your worthy colleague, the representative of 
Colombu~;. 

Her Majesty's Government, which regards with the greatest interest everything 
connected with the Spanish American States, cheerfully accepts the office of arbi­
trator which is tendered to it; but, thinking it vefy proper that the question sub­
mitted to it for arbitration should be laid before the commission now engaged in 
examining the boundary question between Colombi:1 :1nd Venezuela, which will 
greatly facilitate the new task confided to it, I have the honor so to inform your 
excellency, to the end that you may apprize the Government which you so worthily 
represent, adding that the examination of the case in question will begin as soon as 
the commission above referred to shall have concluded its labors, which are already 
far advanced, and which I shall endeavor to have terminated as speedily as possible. 

I gladly avail myself of this occasion to reiterate to your excellency the assur­
ances of my most distinguished consideration. 

S. MORET. 

Senor Pemlta to Sefio1· Moret. 

[Translation.] 

LEGATION OF COSTA RICA, 
Madrid, Jnne 23, 1887. 

MosT EXCELLENT SIR: I have had the honor to receive your excellency's note 
of the 12th instant, in reply to that of this legation and of the legation of Colom­
bia of the 19th ultimo. 

Your excellency was pleased to inform me that Her Majesty's Government cheer­
fully accepts the arbitration which is tendered to it, and that the case submitted to 
it for arbitration will be laid hefore the commission which is now examining the 
boundary question between Colombia and Venezuela as soon as the labors of this 
latter shall have been completed. 

I have taken great pleasure in communicating this satisfactory information to my 
Government, and I have the honor, in its mtme, to return the wan,nest thanks to 
Her Majesty's Government and to yonr excellency, who represents it so worthily, 
for this very marked evidence of its friendship and good will. 

I have the honor, etc., 
MANUEL U. PERALTA. 

[Inclosure No. 5.-Transl::ttion.] 

Senor Peralta to the Marq1l'is cle la Vega de .Lh·ntijo. 

LEGATION OF COSTA RICA, 
Madrid, October 23, 1888. 

MosT ExCELLENT Sm: I have the honor to inform your excellency that some 
doubts have arisen with regard to the manner in which tho Government of Her 
Catholic Majesty is to examine and decide the boundary question pending between 
the republics of Costa Rica and that of Colombia, which has been submitted to it 
for arbitration in virtue of the treaty of San Jose of December 25, 1880, and of the 
supplemental convention conclmled at Paris, January 20, 1886. 

This latter instrument provides that the decision is to be pronounced twenty 
months after the acceptance of the office of arbitrator by Her Majesty's Government, 
and that Government, through your excellency's worthy predecessor, was pleased to 
give notice under date of June 12, 1887, to the representative of Colombia and the 
undersigned, that H cheerfully accepted the office which was tendered it, but, iuas. 
much as it was most appropria,te for the question submitted to it for arbitration to 
be laid before the commiss-ion now having charge of the boundary question between 
Colombia and Venezueln, the examination of the matter in question would begin as 
soon as that commission should have concluded its labors. 

In my opinion the dispa,tch of that Ministry of state contains, both in its letter 
and spirit, rather than an actual and final acceptance, one that is conditional 
and suspensive, a formal promise to accept when the commission of arbitration 
between Colombia and Venezuela shall have concluded its labors1 and that not until 



COSTA RICA. 277 

it shall be officially known that the said commil'lsion had concluded its work, is the 
term of twenty months to begin to be reckoned"!' within which Her Catholic Maj­
esty's Government is pleased definitively to accept the task of examining and settling 
by arbitration the boundary question between Costa Rica and Colombia. 

Such was the understanding of your excelJency's worthy predecessor, and thus 
have I informed my Government; I likewise so informed Gen. Cuervo, the late min­
ister of Colombia at this court, when, in April and June last, he expressed to me his 
anxiety on this subject, and, in order to dispel any doubts that may be entertained by 
the Government of Costa Rica and that of Colombia, I beg your excellency to be 
pleased to explain the manner in which your Government accepted the office of arbi­
trator, so that it may be accurately known when the term of twenty months fixed 
by the sttpplemental convention concluded at Paris, January 20, 1886, is to begin. 

I have the honor to be, etc., 
MANUEL M. PERALTA. 

[Inclosure No. 6.-Translntion.] 

The Marquis de la Vega cle Armijo to Senor Peralta. 

MINISTRY OF STATE, 
Palace, Mad'rid, October 30, 1888. 

MosT ExcELLENT SIR: I have read the note which your excellency was pleased 
to address to me on the 23d instant, and in which, referring to that of my worthy pre­
decessor of June 12, 1887, you express a desire for an explanation of the manner in 
which Her Majesty's Government's acceptance of the office of arbitrator in the 
boundal'y question pending between the republics of Costa Rica and Colombia took 
place. 

Your excellency has correctly interpreted the intention of Her Majesty's Govern­
ment in this matter, for, as the labors in connection with the boundary question 
between Venezuela and Colombia, of which your excellency has knowledge, ]Jave 
not yet been finally concluded, until a decision is pronounced and a new commission 
is appointed, the arbitration with which the Government of Colombia and that 
which your excellency so worthily represents has honored Her Majesty's Govern­
ment is not to be considered as having been accepted. 

I trust that this explanation will dispel the doubts entertained by your excellency, 
and I avail myself of this occasion to reiterate to you the assurance of my most 
distinguished consideration. 

THE MARQUIS DE LA VEGA DE ARMIJO. 

[Inclosure No. 7.-Trnnslation.J 

The Dulce of Tetuan to Seiio1· Pm·alta. 

MINISTRY OF STATE, 
.Amnjnez, May 11, 1891. 

MosT ExcELLENT Sm: The decision having been pronounced which has ended the 
arbitration submitted to Her Catholic Majesty by the governments of Colombia and 
Venezuela for the settlement ·of the boundary question betweoo those two republics, 
Her Majesty's Government has thought that the proper time has arrived to take up the 
boundary question which the republics of Colombia and Costa Rica have, as a fresh 
evidence of their affection and regard for their mother country, submitted f-or settle­
ment by arbitration to Her Majesty, who feels so deep an interest in all countries of 
Spanish origin. 

Her Majesty's Government earnestly desires to comply with the wishes of the high 
contending parties, and therebyto bring about between the two sister republics the 
amicable and harmonious understanding which their tranquillity and their interests 
demand. 

,I, therefore, beg your excellency to be pleased to send to this ministry, with as little 
delay as possible, the argument which Costa Ric11 proposes to present in defense of 
its rights, and, as soon as the arguments of both parties shall have been received. 
Her Majesty's Government, in accordance with its promise, will proceed to appoint 
a commission for the examination of the case, the competence of which commission 
in the matter will be a guarantee of the reliable character of its work. 

I address the representative of Colombia to the same effect. 
I avail myself of this occasion to reiterate to your excellency the assurances of my 

most distinguished consideration. 
THE Dmm OF TETUAN. 
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[Inclosure No. B.-Translation.) 

The Duke oi T~tuan to Senor Peralta. 

MINISTRY OF STATE, 
Palace, Maclrid, Jannm·y 2i8, 1892. 

MOST ExCELLENT Sm: Under date of to-day I write to Her Majesty's minister 
resident at Bogota as follows: 

"By your excellency's Dispatch No. 66, of the 21st of October last, I have been 
enabled to peruse the note which, under elate of the 19th of that mon-trh, was 
aclclressecl to you by the Colombian minister of foreign relations, requesting you to 
transmit to Her Majesty's Government the views ancll1lll'poses of the Gover11ment of 
Colombia in reference to the settlement by arbitration of its boundary question with 
Costa Rica, Mr. Betancourt, the worthy representative of Colombia, being absent. 

"In the aforesaid note the minister of foreign relations expresses the desire of the 
Government of Colombia to conclude a new convention on the subject with the 
Republic of Costa Rica, since, in his view (and be explicitly so states), the term 
wHhin which the arbitrator conld pronounce a valid decision has expired. 

"This proceeding, which, in view of the antecedents and the history of the case, 
there was no logical reason to expect, has caused great surprise in the mind of Her 
Majesty's Government, as it doubtless has in that of your excellency, and in order 
to explain it, it is sufficient briefly to call to mind the facts of the case. 

''While examining the boundary question pending between Venezuela aud Colom­
bia, Her Majesty's Government received, in Deeember, 1884, a note signed by Mr. 
Holguin, tb.e representative of that Repnblic, and Mr. E'ernandez, the representative 
of Costa Rica, whereby, in obedience to the instructions which they had received 
from their Governments, they submitted to His Majesty King Alfonso XII, as the 
arbitrator designated by the two Republics, the boundary question pending between 
them, allowing him a term of ten months in which to pronounce his decision. 

"Certain differences having been raised by the U. S. Government in connec­
tion with the boundaries of the State of Panama, according to article 35 of tb.e 
treaty of 1846, His Majesty's Government was obliged to leave in abeyance its 
acceptance of the office of arbitrator until those differences should have been settled, 
and in the meanwhile the unexpected and prf•mature death of King Alfonso XII 
took place. 

"Subsequently, and by a collectiYe note signed by Messrs. Carlos Holguin and Man­
uel M. Peralta, of May 19, 1887, they transmitted to Her Majesty's Government the 
supplemental treaty signed at Paris January 20, 1S86, whereby the Government of 
Spain is declared competent, notwithstanding the death of His Majesty King Alfonso 
XII, to continue to act as arbitrator in the question pending between· the Republics 
of Colombia and Costa Rica and to pronounce a <lecision from which there is to be 
no appeal in the dispute concerning the territorial limits of those Republics. By 
this treaty the term allowed by the former convention of arbitration was extended 
for ten months longer. 

''Her Majesty's Government replied to the first note by another of June 19, 1887, 
accepting the office of arbitrator, but deferring the examination of the question 
until the arbitration between Colombia and Venezuela should have been terminated. 

"No objection was made to this clause by the parties interested; only the minis­
ter plenipotentiary of Costa Rica asked for some explanation with regard to it, in 
order that it might be accurately known when the twenty months were to commence 
which wero allowed to Her Majesty's Government to pronounce the decision, and 
the Marquis de la Vega de Armijo, who was then minister of state, informed him by 
a note dated October 30, 1888, that the acceptance of the office of arbitrator would 
not begin until a decision should h:we been pronounced in the question between 
Colombia and Venezuela and the new commission should hav<> been appointed 
which was to examine the question pending between Costa Rica and Colombia. The 
representative of Colombia had official knowledge of this note, since a copy thereof 
was sent to him by the minister plenipotentiary of Costa Rica under date of Janu­
ary 11, 1889. 

"Her Majesty's Government thus naturally thought that no doubt whatever was 
entertained by the parties interested with regard to the manner of the acceptance 
of the arbitration. · 

'':Furthermore, the decision in the boundary question between Colombia and 
Venezuela having been pronounced by Her Majesty, and the first of the clauses 
which provided for the examination of the question pending between Colombia and 
Costa Rica having thus oecn complied with, I addressed an identical note, on the 
lUh of May last, to the representatives of both Republics at this court (a copy of 
which note was sent to your excellency), requesting them to present to this depart­
ment. with as little delay as possible, their arguments in support of the rights of 
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the states which they respectively represent, in order that the commission of exam­
ination might be appointed. 

"Both the minister of Costa Rica and that of Colombia hastened to inform me, in 
writing, that they would present their arguments with as little delay as possible. 
No observation was made by .Mr. Betancourt concerning the alleged lapse of the 
treaties of arbitration. On the contrary, he admitted that a new one had been 
initiated between his country and Costa Rica. 

"In this state of things I received from your excellency the dispatch to which I 
am now replying, and I thereby became acqnainted with the views and intentions 
of the Colombian Government on the subject. As these views and intentions 
hivolved, in the opinion of Her Majesty's Government, a coutravention (at least 
apparent) of what had been agreed upon, I requested Mr Betancourt to elucidate 
these views, since in thn various conferences which I hacl had the honor to have 
with him I had always expressed myself, without any objections being made by him, 
as understanding that the term allowed for arbitration had not yet commenced. 
Mr. Betancourt told me that he had received no instructions from his Governmeut to 
give me the explanationR which I asked, but on the day following (the22d of Decem­
uer last), when in realfty, in view of his statement, there was no ground to expect 
it, he sent me a note refenillg to our conversation, in which he expressed himself in 
the same manner as dicl the Colombian minister of foreign relations in the ·note 
which he addressed to your excellency concerning the lapse of the convention of 
1880 and the desire of the Colombian Government to conclude a new tfrrangement 
with Costa Rica. 

"Great as has been the surprise felt by Her Majesty's Government, and although 
this surprise is shared by one of the high litigant parties, according to the state­
ment of its representative at this court, the authorizeil. declaration of the Govern­
ment of Colombia is sufficient to induce that of Her Majesty to decline to take a11y 
further action in a matter in which it had only consented to act at the request of 
the two Hepublics. It took this course with the noble and lofty desire to lend them 
a disinterested service, which should be a fresh evidence of the maternal affection 
which it feels for them. Your excellency is requested so to inform the Colombian 
Government, in reply to the note which it has addressed to you, and to transmit to 
it a report of the facts above stated. 

"Her Majesty's Government, which is ever ready to lend its aid, so far as this may 
be dE-sirable, to the sister'states of Latin America, is pleased to acknowledge the def­
erence shown to it by both parties in the progress of the case which was submitted 
to it for decision by the Republics of Colombia and Costa Rica, and it only con­
siders itself released from the obligation to conclude the task intrusted to it, in 
view of the positive declaration of the Colombian Government that the powers 
conferred upon it are no longer in force, which opinion it respects, and in conformity 
with which it will act, although it regrets that it can not share this opinion in 
view of the facts stated. 

"Owing to the fact that the friendship of Her Majesty's Government and of the 
Spanish nation for the states of Spanish America is firm and sincere, it earnestly 

• desires a satisfactory settlement of the boundary question pending between Colombia 
and Costa Rica, aml if these two friendly states shall succeed in concluding a new 
arrangement for the settlement of this dispute and shall again honor it with the 
delicate and onerous office of arbitrator, it will examine the case and determine on 
its line of conduct in view of the special circumstances." 

I have the honor to transmit the foregoing to your excellency for your informa­
tion and for that of the Government which you worthily represent at this court, to 
the end that you may be informed of the reasons in virtue of which Her Majesty's 
Government is obliged, with real regret, to decline to take any further action in 
the boundary question pending between the Republics of Costa Rica and Colombia, 
which was submitted to it for arbitration, and your excellency may assure your 
Government that that of Her Majesty would have been glad to settle the aforesaid 
boundary question by means of its noble and disinterested eff,orts, and that it 
earnestly hopes that the two sister Republics may, in this important matter, reach 
an understanding that will conduce to the promotion of their respective interests. 

vVere Her Majesty's Government, in virtue of a new arrangement, honored once 
more with the high and delicate mission that was confided to it, it would examine 
the case with interest and, in view of the special circumstances, would determine 
on its line of conduct. I avail myself of this occasion, Mr. Minister, to reiterate to 
your excellency the assurances of my most distinguished consideration. 

'fHE DUKE OF 'fETUAN. 
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[Inclo!mre No.9.] 

Mt'. Baym·d to Senm· Peralta. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
TVashington, May 26, 1886. 

Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 3cl instant 
concerning the submission to the arbitration of the Government of Spain of the 
long-pending boundary dispute between the Republic of Costa Rica and the United 
States of Colombia. 

You therewith communicate to me a copy of the supplementary articles of 20th 
January last to the existing convention between Costa Rica and Colombia, by 
which the arbitration was proposed, and invite my attention to the inclusion therein 
of the points allverted to in my note to Senor Gonzalez Viquez, dated 14th Novem­
ber last, touching the effects of such arbitration upon any rights of guarantee or 
tenure which the Government of the United States or its citizens may be fotmd to 
have with respect to the territory in dispute. 

. You also advert to the purpose defined in those supplementary articles of permit­
ting the arbitration to proceed under the umpirage of the Government of Spain, 
notwithstanding the lamented death of RiA Majesty Don Alfonso XII, to whom the 
high office of arbitrator had been tendered by the contracting parties to the conven­
tion of arbitration. 

The third article of the supplementary convention of 20t.h January, 1886, reads 
as follows: 

"ARTICLE 3. The judgment of arbitration is to be confined to the disputed terri­
tory within the extreme limits above described, and can not in any manner whatever 
affect the rights which a third party not having taken part in the a.rbitration may 
allege to the ownership (propiedad) of the territory comprised within the limits 
described." 

The Government of the United States, in view of yonr positive assurance that the 
article thus cited was intended to meet the points presented in my note of November 
14, 1885, accepts this formal declaration as sufficient, m:.derstanding that the terms 
"ownership (propiedad)" is employed in no restrictive sense, but includes all 
possessory or usufructory rights and all easements and privileges which the United 
States or their citizens ma.v possess in the disputed territory, not only as respects 
the relation of the United States to each or either of the contracting parties to the 
arbitration, but also with regard to the relation of tho United States or their citi­
zens toward any third government not actually a party to the submission. 

This declaration on the part of the United States is proper in view of the fact 
that the region in dispute, as defined in Article n, not only embraces territory to 
which the concessions of Colombia and Costa Rica and the mutual guaranties of the 
United States with Colombia might be found applicableJ but also includes territory 
coming under the purview of the ex-isting arrangements of Nicaragua with the 
United States and with citizens of the United States. 

So, accepting the declarations of the supplementary articles of 20th January, 1886, • 
as fully responding to the views and propositions set forth in my note to Senor Gon­
zalez Viquez of the 14th November, 1885, I will have pleasure forthwith in carrying 
out the promise I then made, to announce to the Government of Spain, as the arbi­
trator accepted by Costa Rica and Colombia, that, in view of the formal understand­
ing reached by the contracting parties to the arbitration, whereby the scope and 
effect thereof are uefined without impairment of any rights of the third parties not 
sharing in the arbitration, the Government of the United States withdraws from 
the notification, made June 25, 1881, that it would not hold itself bound by the 
results of such arbitration. 

In so doing the Government of the United States feels ihat it is consistently lend- · 
ing its countenance to the general promotion of the policy of arbitration which it 
has itself advocated and adollted on important occasions as a means of adjusting 
international differences or disputes, and aiding a resort whereby the peace and 
welfare of the South American States can be secured and the losses and demoraliza­
tion attendant upon costly and useless warfare be prevented. 

I have addressed a communication in a similar sense to the envoy of the United 
States of Colombia at this capital. 

Accept, sir, the renewed assurances of my highest consideration. 
T. F. BA.YARD. 
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SeFior Peralta to Mr. Gresham. 

[Translation.] 

LEGATION OF COSTA RICA, 
TVashington, April20, 1893. (Received April21.) 

SIR: I have been advised that the Government of the Republic of 
Colombia has informed the Government of the United States of Amer­
ica that it ought to be considered an interested party, with a right 
to intervene, in all international arrangements whatever relative to the 
projected Nicaraguan Canal, by virtue of the rights which, according to 
the said Government of Colombia, are conferred on it by the royal 
order of San Lorenzo of November 30, 1803, and the Government of 
Costa Rica being concerned in the Nicaraguan Canal and in every inter- · 
oceanic route by way of the river San Juan, not only by virtue of its 
former territorial rights, but likewise by those conferred on it by the 
treaty of San Jose of April 15, 1858, the validity of which was recog­
nized by award, as arbitrator, of the President of the United States of 
America, given at Washington March 22, 1888, in the nameoftheGov­
ernment of the Republic of Costa Rica, I have the honor to set forth the 
most solemn and•formal protest against the rights that Colombia claims 
or alleges to have in the projected Nicaraguan Canal or in all inter­
oceanic routes through the territories of Costa Rica and Nicaragua by 
way of the river San Juan. 

The Government of Costa Rica bas never admitted the validity of the 
title invoked by Colombia, and maintains and ofl'ers to prove, and in due 
time to demonstrate, that the royal order of San Lorenzo of November 
30, 1803, never had the scope claimed for it by the Government of 
Colombia, and although it might have had it, it lost all its value and 
force by having been annulled by various royal ordinances, decrees by 
the Cortes, and royal letters patent of the Spanish Government subse­
quent to the year 1803. 

A former minister of foreign relations of New Granada (Colombia) 
bas said that the royal order of November 30, 1803, is of no value, that 
it is a title of so anomalous and indefinite a character that it may be 
reduced to tl1e duty of giving to the Mosquito coast the maritime pro­
tection jt needs to guard it from foreign aggressions.* 

So states Selior Fernandez lVIadrid in a report made at the request of 
his Government, notwithstanding that this celebrated public man of 
Colombia did not know and could not account for the titles of Costa 
Rica and Nicaragua. Not one of the governments with which the re­
publics of Costa Rica, Nicaragua, and Colombia are allied by treaties 
of friendship has ever admitted the claims of Colombia, and the first 
instance that can be cited is the Government of the United · States 
itself, which recognizes that the territory of Colombia terminates with 
the isthmus of Panama on the fro11tier of Costa Rica. 

Neither were the claims of Colombia ever admitted by the Govern­
ment of Her Britannic Maj~sty, which, through the medium of Lord 
Palmerston, then principal secretary of state for foreign relations, 
refused to discuss them, as proved by his note of May 4, 1848, to Senor 
Mosquera, minister of New Granada at London. (Inclosure No.2.) 

In consequence of this refusal of the United States and Great 
. Britain to entertain the claims of Colombia when the Clayton-Bulwer 

*Colombian Repertory, No. XLVIII, June, 1882, Bogota. Dispatch of D. 
Pedro Fernandez Madrid, to the minister of foreign relations of Colombia, Bogota, 
November 29, 1852. (Inclosure No. 1.) 
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treaty was concluded, 19th of April, 1850, and later when the Crampton­
.w ebster treaty was signed, April 30, 1852, which stipulates expressly 
In regard to the river San Juan and the Nicaraguan Canal, the name 
of Colombia does not appear, and it speaks only of Costa Rica and 
Nicaragua as sole sovereigns of the territory watered by the lake and 
by the river San Juan. 

In virtue of that Urampton-Webster convention, and later of the 
treaty of Managua of 1860, Great Britain renounced the Mosquito 
protectorate, and it is well known that that renunciation was made in 
favor of Nicaragua. 

Further still, the Government of His Catholie Majesty, former legiti­
mate and common sovereign of Costa Rica, Nicaragua, and vice-royalty 
of New Granada, recognized Costa Rica and Nicaragua, respectively, in 
legitimate and incontestable possession and sovereignty of the Mosquito 
coast, of the river San Juan, and of all the territories that formerly 
constituted the provinces of Costa Rica and Nicaragua, situated between 
the Atlantic and the Pacific, with the afljacent islands, as clearly appears 
in the treaties of Madrid of 1850 with Costa Rica and Nicaragua. 

Considering that by arbitration only has to be decided the question 
of boundaries pending between Costa Rica and Colombia, the Govern­
ment of the former, not being able to establish itself as judge and party 
at the same time, consented that Colombia should present as the 
extreme limit of its elaims Cape Gracias aDios; but it consented, as is 
consented in a lawsuit, that adverse party may say what he thinks 
proper on condition that the judge pass bentence by virtue of the proofs 
and rights of the litigants. vVhile no decision by arbitration intervenes, 
the Government of Costa Rica sees itself, therefore, obliged to protest 
in the most formal and solemn manner against all intervention of the 
Government of Colombia in the Atlantic coasts of Costa Rica, in the 
river San J nan, and in any interoceanic route that may follow the 
course of this river, because it considers null and void the abrogated 
royal order of 1803, never fulfilled in what relates to the Mosquito 
coast. 

I think it proper to recall here that the Government of Costa Rica 
found itself bound to protest to that of Colombia against the measure­
ments made by engineers of the Panama Canal Company on territory 
which is in the actual possession or within the lawful limits of Costa 
Rica, though retained by Colombia. 

The Panama Canal Company, in virtue of a concession of 500,000 
hectares of ground of the public domain of Colombia (article 4 of the 
concession of 1878), thought fit to select nothing less than the territory 
which is the principal subject of the boundary question, in order to 
solicit its allotment as a dominion and ownership (of said company) 
from Colombia. 

The Panama Canal Company had already measured, in the region 
washed by the bay of Almirante and by the Lagoon Chiriqui a surface 
of nearly 280,000 hectares when the surv~yor of said company encoun­
tered a Costa Rican guard, who obliged him to desist from his measure­
ments where the guard was stationed; but in such vast and wild soli­
tudes not only measurements of land but acts of occupation may be 
effected without in a long time coming to the knowledge of the legiti­
mate sovereign. 

As soon as the Government of Costa Rica hau knowledge of said 
measurements it made friendly representation to that of Colombia to the 
effect that so long as the expected sentence of arbitration had not been 
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pronounced, it should abstain from trespassing on the jurisdiction of 
thearbitrator,and instructed the minister of Costa Rica atParisand at 
Madrid to protest before the suitable person and to solicit the kindly 
mediation of the arbitrator (the Government of Spain) in order to recom­
mend to Colombia proper forbearance. 

The minister of Costa Rica addressed a protest against the mentioned 
measurement of lands and agains~ their eventual adjudication to the 
president of the Panama Canal Company, iu a letter of December 18, 
1888 (repeated 18th of January, 1888, Inclosure No. 3), and appealed to 
the good offices of the minister of state of Spain in a note of the 19th 
of the same January (Inclosure, No.4). 

The Government of Costa Rica bas recently learned that before or 
during the month of November, 1891, there was legally formed in the 
State of New Jersey a company provided tvith a concession from the 
Government of Colombia to open a road from Bocas del Toro as far as 
David, making besides a rich grant of lands to said company. 

As the concession is situated in a portion of the territory in litiga­
tion the Government of Costa Rica has directed me to protest formally 
and solemnly against the concessions made to the New Jersey com­
pany and against the measurements of the Panama Canal Company, 
in order that it may be known and understood that if it is disposed to 
respect truly and religiously the rights acquired in virtue of the com­
mon laws and the public treaties anterior to the arbitration treaty of 
1880, it will not reeognize the .validity of any concession later than the 
year 1880 if it had not been duly executed and confirmed by it, in case 
of the said concession being situated in the territory adjudged to Costa 
.I.ijca by the decree of arbitration which is to determine the boundary 
line of the Republics of Costa Rica and Oolom bia. 

This I have the honor to communicate ' to your excellency for the 
information of your Government and of the citizens of the United 
States of America whom it may interest. 

I avail myself, etc., 
MANUEL M. PERALTA. 

[Inclosure I.- Translation.] 

Senor Don Ped1·o !ernandez Mad1·id to · the ministm· of fm·cign 1·elations of New Granada. 

BOGATA, November 29, 1852. 

Our claim to the dominion of the Mosquito coast reduced to the onerous right 
imposed upon us by the royal decree of November 30, 1803, is worthless and of no 
use to us; we ought to rid ourselves of it, provided doing so does not load us with 
grievances of another kind. 

* * * * .* 
But there is more beside; which is, that if on one hand the undertaking of recov­

ering the Mosquito coast is beyond our power, on the other the claim we have to the 
dominion of that territory is so anomalous and indefinite it might strictly be reduced 
to the duty of extending to it the maritime protection it needs for defense against 
foreign aggressions. It is true that, considering all the circumstances of the case, 
this appears to have been the intention with which the Spanish Government issued 
the orders of 1803, since by it no whole province nor territory was then added to 
New Granada, but simply a portion of the Mosquito coast; and by coast can not 
be understood the districts of lands inside nor· even the shoTe settlements of Moin o1· 
Salt 01·eek, San Jttan de Nicamgna or G1'eytown, and Laguna de Pm·las or Blewfield 
(Bluefield?), which always 1vere, as they contimtecl to be ajtm· the issuance of that o1·der 
unde1' the exclusive dependency of Central Amm·ica. According to this interpreta­
tion, which appears to be the only one well adapted to that document, the domin­
ion derived by us from Spain over that territory would be reduced to the islands, 
which undoubtedly are comprehended in the term coa8t, and to an extent of 
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shore, ben.cb, or seacoast, excessively hard to define, and of which we have abso­
lutely no need. 

We ought, therefore, to hasten to cede it to the States of Central America in 
exchange for obtaining in the interior of the isthmus-availing ourselves of what­
ever favorable opportunity-a front1er boundary, which would avoid all motive for 
doubt or dispute in the future or would even define the Mosquito coast, fixing 
towards tho northwest of both oceans the limit of our territory at conspicuous 
points and in an invariable and absolute manner, provided that this may be effected 
without compromising any principle concerning our security and without impairing 
directly or indirectly onr right to the other territories that belong to us. 

(Ropertorio Colombiano, Vol. vrn, Bogota, June, 1882, pp. 472, 473.) 

[Inclosure No. 2.1 

Viscount Palrne1·ston to M. Mosqne1·a. 

FOREIGN 0FI1ICE, London, May 41 1848. 
The undersigned, etc., has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the note 

addressed to him on the 29th of April by M. Mosquera, etc., renewing the represen­
tations already made by M. Mosquera respecting the course pursued by the British 
government with regard to the Mosquito territory. 

The undersigned has the honor to state to M. Mosquera that the British Govern­
ment does not dispute the right which the people of New Granada, or of any other 
of the American provinces of Spain, had to shake off the yoke of the mother country, 
and to declare themselves free and independent, and accordingly, as soon as the free­
dom and independence of those provinces appeared to be firmly and :finally estab­
lished, they were formally acknowledged by Great Britain as independent States. But 
the British Government can not acknowledge that any of those revolted provinces 
could by their successful revolt acquire any rights either claimed by or possessed 
by Spain over other territories not inhabited and possessed by the revolted popu­
lation, and therefo1'e, even if the Mosquito tel'rito'I'Y had been subject to any just claim. on 
the part of Spain, the 1·evolt of the p1·uvince of New Gmnada could not lta.1'e given to,he 
people of New Gmnada ar1y right whatever ovel' Mosquito, a ter1·itm·y 1vhich they did not 
possess or occupy. But in point of fact, the territory of Mosquito has been acknowl­
edged by Great Britain as an independent sta.te for two hundred and twenty-five 
years and the King of that country has for upw[trJs of one hundred and eighty years 
been acknowledged as being under the protection of the British Crown. 

Her Majesty's Government, therefore, do not consider themselves undm· any obligation 
to discuss with the Govern'rnent of New Granada the rightful existence of' the Mosquito 
State, which existed in a separate and independent state nearly two centuries before 
New Granada had ceased to be a dependent province of Spain. 

With respect to the southern boundary of Mosquito, there are certainly strong 
grounds upon which the King of Mosquito might claim the seacoast u.s far as the spot 
called King Bnppans Landing, which is opposite to the island called Escudo de Vera­
gua, but Her Majesty's Government have recommended the Mosquito Government to 
confine its claim in a southerly direction to the southern branch of the river St. 
John; and one main reason with Her Maiesty's Government for giving that I'ecom­
mendation was that thereby all dispute between Mosquito and New Granada would, 
as tbey trusted, be avoided. 

'l'he undersigned, etc., 
PAI,l\fl<"mSTON. 

(Correspondence respecting the Mosquito territory presented to the House of Com­
mons July 3, 1848, etc., London.) 

[Inclosure :No. 3.-Translation.] 

'Mr. Peralta to the p1·esident of the Universal Contpany of the Inlel'oceanic Panama Canal. 

LEGATION 01!' COSTA RICA, 
Madl'id, December 18, 1888. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: On the 2d October last I had the honor to inform Mr. Charles de 
Lesseps verbally, that the territory comprised between the island Escudo de Veragua. 
and the mouth of the stream Si.s::aula (or Sixola, 'l'elire or Tarire) erroneously desig­
nated by the name of river Cnlebras or Dorados; or to be more exact, the territory 
comprised between meridians 81° 35' and 82° 35' of longitude west of Greenwich is in 
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dispute, and as it were Bttb judice, the question of knowing to whom belongs its 
sovereignty being submitted to arbitration in virtue of a treaty actually in force 
between the Republics of Costa Rica and Colombia. 

In this territor.y the engineers of the company of the Interoceanic Panama Canal 
have measured an extent of nearly 280,000 hectares with a view to asking the adju­
dication of them, in its favor, to the Government of Colombia. 

As it might happen that the whole or any portion of this terri tory should be 
adjudged by the arbitration to the Republic of Costa Rica, I have received from my 
Government the order to inform you that in such case it will not recognize tl10 
vali<lity of that adjn<lication in favor of th.e company of the Panama Canal which 
can not claim any right from that fact. 

Accept, etc., 
MANUEL M. PElU.LTA. 

[Inclosnre No. 4.-Translation.) 

8efio1· Paralta to the rniniste1· of state of Spain. 

LEGATION OF COSTA RICA, 
Mad1·id, January 19, 1889. 

The undersigned envoy- extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of the Repub­
lic of Costa Rica, referring to their conversation of the 16th instant, has the honor 
to make known to his excellency the honorable minister of state of His Catholic 
Majesty, the following: 

The fourth article of the contract of concession of March 20, 1878, between the 
Republic of Colombia and the company of the Interoceanic Panama Canal author­
izes the la.tter to take unto itself fnllsovereignity over 500,000 hectares in the unculti­
vated lands of the State in the places the compa,r.y may think fit to designate, after 
measurement at its expense, by intervention of commissioners of the Government of 
Colombia, and pending ditect adjndication by the national executive power. 

In virtue of this article the Panama Cq,nal Company bas hacl measured nearly 
280,000 hectares, more or less, in the territory that Costa Rica claims for its own, 
which was under its jurisdiction as a Spanish province and as an independent state, 
which it colonized and possessed uninterruptedly until the year 1835, at which elate 
Colombia consummated its first act of invasion. 

·As that territory, situated on the coast of the Carribean Sea between meridians 81 o 
35' and 82° 35', longitntle west of Greenwich, is in dispute, and as the question of 
knowing to whom it belongs is to be the subject of the decree by arbitration of the 
Government of his Catholic Majesty, the Government of Costa Rica has viewed with 
pain that that of Colombia should not have COJ?-formed to the stipulations of the treaty 
ofDecember25, 1880, and should have anthonzed or consented to the performance in 
that territory of acts destined to effect a violation of the statn quo, a new invasion of 
the territory of Costa Rica,, and an intrusion npon the jurisdiction of the arbitrator. 

It could not enter into the mind of the Government of Colombia to elude the ful­
fillment of said stipulations, and the Government of Costa, Rica hopes it will not 
proceed to the adjudication of the lands measureu by the engineers of the company 
of the Panama canal, and believes that the just remarks addressed by the minister 
of foreign affairs of Colombia 16th of November, 1888, will suffice to determine his 
abstention from it. 

Nevertheless, the Government of Costa Rica, convinced of the high and beneficent 
influence of the government of His Catholic Majesty, of its rectitude, no less than of 
its cordial friendship and good will for the two republics, hopes, should it think fit 
that it will kindly interpose its good offices in the manner that his excellency th~ 
winister of state deemed proper to state to the undersigned on the 16th instailt, in 
order that the Government of Colombia may not proceed to the adjudication of 
lands nor to the concession of unconditional or definitive rights whatever ill favor 
of third parties in the territory situated to the west of meridian 81 o 35' in tlte 
immediate neighborhood of Lake Chiriqui and of the Bay of Almirante, and in the 
islands of said bay. 

The undersigned avails himself, etc., 
MANUEL M. PERALTA. 
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Senor Peralta to Mr. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF CoSTA RICA~ 
Washington, May 16, 1893. 

DEAR MR. GRESHAM: I have the honor to furnish you with a copy 
and translation of the royal order of San Lorenzo, November 20-30, 
1803, and of some royal orders and a law of the Spanish Cortes ignor­
ing or meaning abrogation of the :first on the well-known principle that 
"Leges posteriores priores coutrarias abrogant." . 
· As regards Uosta Rica not being a part of the Mosquito coast; in 
the correct geographical and lawful sense of that word, she never fell 
under the provision of the royal order of 1803. 

Yours, very respectfully, 
MANUEL M. PERALTA. 

[Royal order of San Lorenzo.-Translation.] 

ROYAL ORDER OF SAN LORENZO, Novernbm· 30, 1803. 
EXCELLENCY: Sefior Don Jose Antonio Cabellero tells me in not,e of the 20th 

instant, the following: 
''The King has decided that the Islands of San Andres ancl the part of the Mosquito 

coast from Cape Gracias aDios, inclusively, towards the River Chagres be separated 
from the captaincy general of Guatemala and be dependent of the viceroyalty of 
Santa Fe, and His Majesty has been pleased to grant to the governor of the aforesaid 
islands, Don Tomas O'Neill, the salary of 2,000 hurd dollars instead of the $1,500 
which he npw enjoys. I inform your excellency by royal order to the intent that by 
the ministry under your charge may be issued the corresponding orders in fulfill­
ment of this sovereign resolution." 

Which I transmit to your excellency by His Majesty's command for its due fulfill­
ment. 

May God save your excellency for many years. 
SOLER. 

SENOR VICEROY OF SANTA F.E. 

[Royal order of August 8, 1804, approving the appointment by the president captain-general of Guate­
mala of a collector of customs at the port of San Juan cle Nicaragua.-Translation.) 

His excellency, the secretary of state and finance, in royal order of August 8, 1804, 
tells me the following: . 

"The King has approved the creation accorded by that superior junta* of a place 
of collector of customs (guarda) at the port of San Juan de Nicaragua with a yearly 
salary of $200, which you report, with documents, in letter of last April 3, No. 467." 

Which I transmit to you for your knowledge anc.l tba,t you may propose for the 
appointment, as the place is vacant. 

God save you for many years. 
Royal palace (Guatemala), April 2, 1806. 

ANTONIO GONZALEZ. 
To the Coi.LECTOR-GENBHAL OF GUATEMALA. 

Reply of the P1·esident of Gnatemala. 

GUATEMALA, January 3, 1805. 
ExcELLENCY: I remain informed of what your excellency is pleased to communi­

cate to me in royal order of last August 8 upon His Majesty having deigned to 
approve the appointment of a customs collector for the port of San Juan, whose 
r<lyal decision I have transmitted to the governor intendent of that province (Nic­
aragua and Costa Rica) for his knowledge and fulfillment. 

God save your Excellency for many years. 
ANTONIO GONZALEZ. 

His excellency SECRETARY OF STATE AND FINANCE. 

*By superior junta is.meant the committee of finance of the captaincy-general and 
audience of Guatemala. 
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[Royal order on the nn;dgation of river San J ·uan de Nicaragua and settlement on the Mosquito coast 
under the authority of the captain general of Guatemala.-Translation.] 

MADRID, Mm·ch 31, 1808. 
The King has been informed of what you state in your letter of January 3, 1806, 

No. 609, as well as in your No. 602, of the 18th of June, of the same year, accompany­
ing the documents respecting the navigation and commerce of the river San Juan de 
Nicaragua, proposing that it should continue open as a port of entry, and thnt for 
the advancement of the interests of the adjoining country, by clearing and cuHiva­
tion of the lands, the same privileges shonld be grauted to its inhabitants which 
were allowed by the royal order of November 20, 18~3, to the new settlers on the 
Mosquito coast, exempting them also from duties and titbes for ten years on all the 
productions of the lands within ten lea.gues of the river on either of its margins; 
and the King, being minutely informed on the subject, has been pleased to agree to 
the measures proposed by you, and bas moreover resolved that endeavors sbouhl he 
made to settle a colony (poblacion) not exceeding 300 inhabitants in the vicinity of 
saitl river of Nicaragua. Finally, His Majesty has resolved to submit for examina­
tion to the superior committee on royal finance your proposal to the end that on the 
minor ports of that kingdom may be exacted the custom duties on foreign goods 
imported through them and that yon report with full testimony so as to be enabled 
to dictate the convenient sovereign resolution. 

All which I communicate to you by royal order for your know ledge and fulfillment. 
May God save you for many years. 

AZANZA. 

[Decree CVIII of December 1, 1811, opening the port of Matina on the Atlantic coast of Costa Rica.­
Trnnsbtion.] 

The Cortes general and extraordinary, wishing to promote the welfare of the 
Spaniards in all the countries of the monarchy on both hemispheres, decree: Let the 
11ort of Matina, on the north of Costa Rica, be open (to commerce) and let it be 
granted to those inhabitants the privilege for ten years of exemption of duties on the 
frnits and products of the country that may be exported through the same port. 

Let it be understood by the council of regency, who shall order it to be fulfilled, 
printed, published, and circulated. 

Given at Cadiz on the 1st of December, 1811. 

To the COUNCIL OF REGENCY. 

Jos:E, 
Bishop Pt·ior of Leon, P1·esident. 
JUAN DE BALLE. 

DeJJuty Secreta1·y. 
JOSE MARIA CALATRA v A' 

Dep~tty Secretm·y. 

N OTE.--The port of Matina was discovered and open to traffic in 1536 by tbe 
governor of Costa Rica, Don Gregorio de Sandoval, and some commerce was cn.rriecl 
on throngh that port with Porto bello, Cartagena, and Vera Cruz. In 1787 the King, 
Charles III, granted by royal order of May1 the privilegeforthrecyeursof exemption 
of duties on all the fruits from Costa. Rica imported to Cartagena (New Granada) 
through the port of Matina. This privilege was prorogued for three years more by 
royal order of May 14, 1791. 

By economical and military reasons the port of Matina was closed to traffic with 
other ports of the Spanish Main until by the Decree of December, 1811, was reopened 
and allowed the privilege of free export trade for ten years, without having ever, 
neitber before nor after the issue of the royal order of 1803, fallen under the con­
trol or jn1·isdiction of the vice-royalty of Santa F~. 

Mr. Greshwrn to Senor Peralta. 

DJi:PAl~TMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, JJfay 18, 1893. 

SIR: I have carefu11y considered the note you did me the honor to 
address me, under date of 12th ultimo, soliciting the mediation of the 
Government of the United States with that of Colombia, to tbe end 
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that the arbitration of the disputed boundary between Costa Rica and 
Colombia, under the convention of December 25, 1880, and the addi­
tional convention signed at Paris January 20, 1886, be revived and con­
tinued before Her Majesty the Queen Regent of Spain, as arbitrator, 
notwithstanding the acceptance by Her Majesty of the notification made 
by the Colombian Government that the arbitration has lapsed through 
omission to submit the necessary proofs within the term prescribed by 
the said conventions. 

The subject has also been the occasion of several personal confer­
ences, in which you have orally presented and fortified the views of 
your Government in this regard. 

The request presented by you in behalf of your Government, besides 
asking the Government of the United States "to exert its most friendly 
and most earnest efforts to induce Colombia * * * to withdraw 
its declaration that the period of arbitration has elapsed and once 
more to request the Government of His Catholic M~jesty to accept the 
office of arbitrator; and in case of the nonacceptance of the Spanish 
Government, to submit the case to the decision of the President of the 
Argentine Republic," puts forward the alternative proposition that, in 
the event of the President of the Argentine Republic not accepting, 
the Governments of Costa Rica and Colombia shall come to an under­
standing whereby the office of arbitrator shall be tendered to President 
Cleveland, and asks that these propositions be submitted to the Govern­
ment of Colombia. I observe that you base your advocacy of such 
mediaoory action on the part of the United States upon the assump­
tion that the United States is a party to the conventions of 1880 and 
1886, and should, therefore, "maintain the arbitration provided for in 
those instruments, and demand that it be maintained in full force, with­
out the conclusion of any new treaty of arbitration, for which the 
Government of Colombia bas expressed its desire to that of Spain." 

Were the United States indeed, as you claim, a party to the inter­
rupted agreement to arbitrate, it would, of course, be quite incompati­
ble with the position of a party in interest to propose submission in an 
alternative event of the question at issue to his own decision as arbi­
trator. Under no circumstances, in fact, could the Government of the 
United States carry its mediatory good offices to the extent of proposing 
itself as arbitrator, even if excluding the imputation of being itself an 
interested party to the arbitration. 

I am not, however, disposed to admit your deduction thatthe Gov­
ernment of the United States is a party to the arbitration negotiated 
between Costa Rica and Colombia. The correspondence you cite, and 
an examination of the Department's correspondence on the subject 
show, that upon the conclusion of the convention of December 25, 1880, 
the United States gave timely notice to the contracting governments 
and to the proposed arbitrators that this Government would not be 
bound by any results of an arbitration to which it was not a party, 
should the rights of the United States or ofcitizens of the United States 
in the disputed territory be affected thereby. Subsequently when, in 
1886, the powers entered into a supplementary covenant to respect the 
rights of third parties whatever the result of the arbitration might be, 
they thereby merely recognized as valid the notification theretofore 
given by the United States, and met the expressed reservation not only 
as enunciated by the United States but in favor also ofauythird power, 
even had the latter made no reservation of ultimate rights. But this 
conventional agreement of the two powers no more operated to make 
the United States a party to the litigation than it could have Ollerated 
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to include therein any other third power whose right it. professed to 
respect-such as Nicaragua, for example. 

While holding that the Government of the United States is in nowise 
a party to the arbitration, and therefore in no sense interested in uphold­
ing the arbitration and a<l vacating its continuance, I am equally unable 
to act upon the request of your Government that the good office:--; of 
this Government be employed with tllat of Colombia, in t!Je alternative 
you mention, to cause the Preside~t to be chosen as arbitrator. Apart 
from the obvious consideration that the office of arbitrator should 
come, if at all, ·unsought, the attitude of reserve which the United 
States Government bas hitherto been constrained to occupy in this 
question for its own protection and to safeguard American interests, 
would effectua11y preclude any suggestion that the Executive of this 
Government be invited to decide it as a judge. 

In conclusion, I feel that the position of the Government of the United 
States, as the impartial and eqnal friend of both Uosta l~ica and Colom­
bia, makes it inexpedient to show its desire for the harmonious settle­
ment of the dispute between those countries by taking sides with 
either. 

Should it be the wish of the two goYernments, the President would 
gladly render any service he consistently could to aid those republics 
to compose their differences, but he can not, as matters stand, consist­
ently advocate the contention of either, nor make the United States a 
party to their controversy, nor offer himself as an arbitrator. 

Accept, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 

Sefior Peralta to Mr. Gresham. 

[Translation.l 

LEGATION OF COSTA RICA, 
Washington~ Jttne 17, 1893. (Received June 19.) 

SIR: I have had the honor to receive your note of the 18th of May last, 
in reply to mine of April12, of the current year, in which, in the name 
of my Government, I sought the good offices of the Government of the 
United States to the end that as a fraternal friend of Costa Hica an4-l 
Colombia it might be pleased to recommend to the Government of 
Colombia the settlement of the boundary dispute pending between 
these two republics by means of the arbitration agreed upon by their 
respective governments by the treaty of December 25, 1880, and the 
addH,ional one of the 20th of .January, 188G. 

This is the principal object of my note, which reduces itself simply 
to req nesting of the Government of the United States a service of equal 
benefit to Colombia and Costa Rica. 

The alternatives mentioned in my note come only second in order 
and apply only in the event of the Govermnent of Colombia having 
declared in a direct and positive manner that it does not reeognize the 
validity of the said conventions. 

Iu support of this request I deemed it proper to make a succinct 
exposition of the facts that relate to the arbitration of this question, 
and in view of the serious consequences to which the state of uncer­
tainty which marks the territorial relations of Costa Rica and Colombia 
may eventually give rise, it appeared to me expedient to present without 
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delay to your kind consideration the alternatives to which the contend­
ing parties might have recourse without going out of legal limits. 

For this reason my mention of the arbitration of the President of the 
Argentine Republic, prescribed by article 5 of the treaty of 1880, in 
case the Spanish Government declined the office of arbitrator; for this 
reason, in the event of nonacceptance by the President of the Argen­
tine Republic, I indicated the advantage of a friendly arrangement 
between Colombia and Costa Rica, as prescribed by article 7 of said 
treaty, to tender the arbitration to th.e President of the United States, 
and in saying in my note of April 12 that the Government of Costa 
Rica would experience the greatest satisfaction in reaching an agree­
ment with that of Colombia and with that of the United States upon 
the last point, I meant that before all the consent of the Government 
of the U uited States must be secured as it would not be prudent to think 
of the latter solution if the arbitrator desired by one of the parties 
declined to accept the said office. 

Eliminating, then, these two last alternatives, the occasion for recourse 
to either of them not having arrived, what I have had the honor to 
request of the Government of the United States is that it be pleased to 
enlist its most friendly and persuasive offices with the Government of 
Colombia to the end that(in view of the resolve of Costa Rica to faithfully 
abide by what was agreed to, and of the declarations of the Spanish 
Government which rejects the interpretation given by Colombia to the 
terms of its acceptance of the office of arbitrator, and does not consider 
that the time set for the arbitration has lapsed) it may again appeal to 
the generous disposition of the Government of Her Catholic Majesty 
which, far from refusing said office, has manifested its willingness to 
reconsider the question if Colombia withdra,ws its declaration. 

To this request you have been pleased to reply that the position of 
the Government of the United States as an impartial and equal friend 
of Colombia and Costa Rica does not allow it to manifest its wish for a 
harmonious settlement of the pending question between those two 
countries, by taking sides with either, and that as things now stand 
the President, although desirous to afford any service in keeping with 
said position, should the two governments wish it, can not advocate the 
contention of either of them, nor make the United States a party to the 
controversy, nor offer himself as an arbitrator. 

Highly respectable as is the decision reached by the Government of 
the United States not to take part in the controversy in the premises, I 
regret to say that in order to reach the conclusions I have just specified, -
I must of necessity have either expressed myself very obscurely, fail­
ing to set forth with due clearness the intention and desires of my Gov­
ernment, or my note of the 12th of April was substantially altered by 
the translation you had before you. 

In the :first place I observe that you state that I have requested the 
mediation of the Government of the United States with that of Colom­
bia to the end that the arbitration stipulated between Costa Rica and 
Colombia be revived and continued before Her Majesty the Queen 
Regent of Spain as arbitrator, notwithstanding the acceptance by Her 
Majesty of the notice given by the Colombian Government to the effect 
that the arbitration had lapsed owing to the necessary proofs not hav­
ing been submitted within the time prescribed by the conventions. 

I have not asked that the arbitration be revived. We resuscitate or 
revive only what is dead, or has fallen, or disappeared, and the arbi­
tration, according to the treaty of 1880, is the only means ad perpetuam 
stipulated by the parties to settle their boundary dispute; the arbitra-
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tion itself is still in force and Colombia has not declared it to have 
lapsed, but has contented itself with alleging that the available time 
within which the Spanish Government could exercise its mission has 
expired. 

The arbitration not having lapsed, the Spani8h Government, which 
did not even accept the declaration that the period had expired within 
which, according to the terms of its acceptance, it should take the mat­
ter up and render its decision, could illy accept a declaration of this 
nature. 

The Government of Her Catholic Majesty rejected the declaration of 
the Government of Bogota as unfounded, as contrary to the terms of 
the acceptance of the arbitration agreed to by the parties, and as in 
contradiction to the express manifestations of the minister of Colombia, 
and only through motives of dignity, as though it was justly offended 
by the imputation of negligence or want of jurisdiction involved in the 
declaration of Colombia, it stated that •' it considered itself absolved 
from the engagement to fulfill its trust in view of the explicit declara­
tion of the Colombian Government that the powers vested in it had 
lapsed, an opinion it respect.~ and the consequences of which shall rule its 
cond·uct, even when, frmn the facts stated, it regrets not agreeing there­
with." 

If you will be pleased to refer to the note of the Duke of Tetuan, of 
the 2~d of January, 1892 (inclosure No.8, annexed to my note of April 
12), I am confident that you will agree to the accuracy of my observa­
tion expressed at length in my Raid note, and I refrain from repeating 
here the pertinent passages in order not to fatigue your attention. 

You add that I base my request for the mediatory offices of the 
United States upon the supposition that the United States are a party 
to the conventions of 1880 and 1886, and that consequently they should 
uphold the stipulated arbitration and ~sk that it be held as in full force 
without the concluding of a new treaty of arbitration, etc. 

It is true that one of the considerations upon which I relied to request 
the good offices of the Government of the United States is that the said 
Government is, in the opinion of mine, if not a signatory party of the 
treaties of 1880 and 1886, at least a party quasi contracting as a quasi 
protector and quasi ally of the Republic of Co lorn bia, in virtue of the 

· thirty-fifth article of the treaty of 1846, but your declaration that your 
Government is not a party commands too much respect for that of Costa 
Rica to attempt even to discuss it; but I adduced other reasons that 
are not less weighty when advanced to act on the mind of a Government 
which, like that of the United States, has always shown itself so nobly 
zealous for peace and harmony between the Latin Republics of this coH­
tinent, and which has constituted itself the champion and promoter of 
arbitration as the wisest means to finally settle international disputes, 
and I submitted these reasons to your kind consideration as first in 
order of precedence. 

In fact, in my said note I invoke the fraternal friendship which binds 
the United States to Costa Rica and Colombia, and I appeal to the 
interest which the Government you so worthily represent has in the 
prosperity and peace of these countries to seek its good offices as an 
equal and common favor, and as a request, but not in t.he imperative 
form attributed to me. 

I did not say that the Government of the United States must uphold 
the a.rbitration and ask that it be upheld in all its vigor and force. 

The subject of this phrase in my note of the 12th of April is not the 
Government of the United States but the Government of Costa Rica. 
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This latter is the subject from the beginning of the clause, and the 
Goverument of the United State~ does not figure therein, except to 
~how that by virtue of the stipulations whieb, out of consideration for 
it, were concluded in 1886, and because of the respect the parties owe 
each other, the Government of Costa Rica must uphold the arbitration 
and ask that it be uplwld. 

This imperative expression could not apply to the Government of 
the United States except through a bad translationof the sense of my 
note. · 

If I had thought that such expression, "must uphold the arbitra­
tion" was applicable to the Government of the United States I would­
not have contented myself with asking its good offices or its mediation, 
but would have entreated it to comply with an obligation, which is 
what the verb must implies in the phrase cited, " 'must uphold." 

I find myself unable to harmonize two ideas in your uote. You say 
tb at I have solicited the mediation of the Government of the United 
t\tates and that I have requested it to use its good offices and, not­
withstanding you conclude by stating that you do not think it proper 
to urge the friendly settlement of the dispute by taking sides with 
either of the contending parties or by upholding the contention of 
either of them, as, apparently at least, you believe Costa Hica prete11ds. 

I beg you will allow me to .state that such bas not been the intention 
of the Government of Costa Rica, which has addressed itself to the 
Governme11t of the United Stat~s as an equal friend of Costa Hica and 
Colombia, invoking its fraternal friendship for both countries and its 
decided love for peaceful advancement without expecting it in any way 
to advance or support the contention of Costa Rica, nor that it shall 
side with the latter, but simply that it interpose its good offices or its 
mediation between the two parties with the object of both resorting to 
an arbitrator who will adjust their differences and award to each its 
own, in the form agreed upon by the two parties, freely and voluntarily. 

To mediate (mediar) siguifies in Spanish, as in English, to interpose 
between. two or more parties, as a common friend, for the purpose of 
reconciling them; it would, therefore, be unjust to attribute to the 
Government of Costa Rica the intention even of asking the Govern­
ment of the United States to espouse its cause. 

Nor do I believe that by soliciting the good offices of the Government 
of the United States my Government has performed an unusual act, as 
seems to be implied by your note. Very frequently civilized nations 
and governments lend each other services of this kind, now requested 
by one of the parties, now voluntarily offered by a third, a common friend 
of the disputants, and in the special case of Costa. Rica and Colombia, 
permit me to cite a precedent of the Government of the United States. 

The minister of the United States in Bogota wrote to the Depart­
ment of State in a dispatch of April16, 1881: 

The deep interest which you have manifested in yonr instructions to me that tl1e 
cause of the strained relations between the governments of Colombia and Costa 
Rica might be removed in a friendly manner perhaps justifies me in adding tbat 
* * * it can not be otherwise than gratifying to you to learn tbat by tbc proposed 
treaty, now awaiting approval by the Colombian Congress, the danger of a breach 
of the peace in Central America has been averted, and the anxiety in the public 
mind connected with that subject has been allayed.* 

The foregoing quotation reveals the friendly interest which in 1880 
your Department took in the peaceful settlement of the boundary dis­
pute between Costa Rica and Colombia. 

* l?oreign Relations, 1881, p. 354. 
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And this interest was manifested subsequent to the concluding of the 
treaty of 1880, in the instructions which in May, 1881, were trans­
mitted by your Department to Mr. Logan, U. S. minister to Costa 
Rica, and in which it is stated that the Government of the United States 
will not hold itself bound, so far as its rights, obligations, or interests 
may be concerned, by the decision of any arbitrator in whose appoint­
ment it has not been consulted, and in whose selection it has not con­
curred.* 

For the very reason that the Government of the United 8tates has to 
protect its illterests and those of its citizens, it is of the greatest 
moment that it should define them and establish them with precision. 

How, then, could the Government of Costa Rica have thought, when 
treating of this arbitration, whose results will necessarily tend to define 
the rights and obligations of the United States, that the Government 
tbereof would declare that it is not interested in upholding and contin­
uing it~ 

And if by reason of this question of boundary a war should break 
out between Costa Rica and Colombia, would not the United States 
believe themselves bound to exact respect for the neutrality of the 
undefined territory in dispute "? 

It could easily happen in this event that the Government of the 
United States, by virtue of its obligations to that of Colombia, would 
take part in the struggle, and Costa Rica would find itself under the 
painful necessity of defending its territorial integrity and its tradi­
tional rights against two nations as powerful as the United States of 
America and the Republic of Colombia, with whom it is anxious to 
maintain the closest friendship. My Government proposes to prevent 
such a contingency by appealing to the good offices and the high sense 
of equity of the United States. . 

The possibility of this contingency is demonstrated by the fact that 
the Government of Colombia asked that of the United States in 1885 to 
protect the safety of the Isthmus of Panama and the sovereignty of 
the former against enemies, domestic and foreign. 

The domestic enemies of Colombia were, as is well known, the Colom­
bian rebels who burned Colon. And the foreign~ No one menaced the 
territory of the Isthmus. Costa Rica is friendly to Colombia, and was 
at perfect peace with her, and bound by the treaty of arbitration; but 
Colombia wished to take precautions and it is possible she thought of 
Costa Rica, since it is the only nation that is contiguous to her in the 
region comprehended under the guaranty of neutrality, property, and 
sovereignty stipulated in article 35 of the treaty of 1846. 

Nor has my Government thought of doing an act without precedent 
or example among friendly nations, in suggesting a friendly agreement 
between Colombia and Costa Rica as possible, and desirable to request 
the Government of the United States to decide as arbitrator the ques­
tion of boundaries. 

If of three interested parties two submit themselves to the decision 
of the third, this does not mean that the latter offers itself as an arbi­
trator, but it is clear that its consent must be asked and obtained before 
the others submit to its judgment. 

The United States being an interested party bas not, then, been an 
obstacle to my Government's thinking with the greatest satisfaction of 
asking and entreating the President, should occasion arise, to be 
pleased to accept the office of arbitrator. 

Foreign Relations, 1881, p. 105. 
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This proposition demonstrates how unbounded and how firm is the 
confidence ofmy Government in the rectitude and loyalty of the Gov­
ernment of the United States, for, even taking it as an interested party 
and interested ostensibly in favor of Colombia, it respectfully submitted 
to its decision. 

From the foregoing explanations I trust that you will be pleased to 
admit that in reality all that the Government of Costa Rica has 
requested of the Government of the United States, and all that I now 
have the honor to solicit in its name is that, as a common friend, it 
will be pleased to interpose its good offices between Colombia and 
Costa Rica in order that the boundary dispute pending between them 
may be settled by the arbitration agreed upon in 1880 and 1886, by 
recommending to the Government of Colombia, as in a like case it 
would do to that of Costa Rica, the advisability of such a settlement, 
in the interest of good harmony, of justice, and of security which 
should govern the relations of the three countries most directly 
interested in the preservation of peace on the Isthmus of Panama, 
whose boundary with Costa Rica it is important to define. 

I avail, etc., 
MANUEL M. PERALTA. 

Mr. Gresham to Seiior Peralta .. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
TVashington, December 2, 1893. 

SIR: In compliance with your oral request, I have the honor to 
inclose herewith copy of the Department's instruction* to the U. S. 
minister to Costa Rica expressing the hope of this Government that 
the question of boundary between Costa R.ica and Colombia will be 
broug·ht to an amicable adjustment. 

I send yo1i this with the statement that the Department is without 
information as to the manner in which Mr. Baker presented the subject 
to the Costa Rican Government, whether by giving copy direct or 
em bodying its substance in a note to the minister for foreign affair1-1. 

~ccept, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 

Senor Peralta to JJfr. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF COST A RICA, 
Washington, D. 0., December 4, 18.93. (R.eceived December 5.) 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 
2d instant, transmitting, at my request, a copy of that Department's 
instruction to the United States minister to Costa Rica expressing the 
hope of your Government that the boundary question between Costa 
Rica and Colombia will be brought to an amicable understanding. 
With my best thanks for this kind communication, 

I beg you, sir, to accept, etc., 
MANUEL M. PERALTA. 

*For this inclosure see instructions No. 28 of .July 14, 1893, to Mr. Baker, under 
Central America. 
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FRANCE. 

Mr. Vignaud to 1lfr. Blaine. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Paris, April 7, 1892. (Received Aprjl18.) 

SIR: In reply to your No. 414 of March 25, asking for copies of the 
naturalization laws of France, I beg to state that there is no other law 
on the subject than the one of June 26, 1889, a copy and a translation 
of which accompanied Mr. Reid's dispatch, No. 29, of July 16, 1889. 

It is proper to say, however, that since the promulgation of this law 
it bas been modified in one essential particular, not by legislation, but 
by a decision of the French supreme court (Cour de Cassation), which 
places quite a new construction upon one of its clauses. 

Article 1 of this law adds to article 8 of the civil code different 
clauses, the third of which defines as French, "any person born in 
France of a foreigner born also in France." This clause is taken verbatim 
from a statute of 187 4 which had borrowed it from a statute of 1851. But 
the statute of 1851 added that the person thus described as being 
French might disclaim French citizenship upon coming of age. The 
statutP of 1874 said the same thing with the further addition that the 
disclaimer must furnish positive evidence that be re~ains his original 
nationality. The statute of 1889 repeats again the same clause, but · 
suppresses altogether the right of option, making therefore irrevocably 
French all those born in France of a foreigner born also in France. 

Until quite recently it was held by the French Government that 
under the three statutes of 1851, 1874, and 1889, the word "foreigner" 
in the sentence "born of a foreigner" applied only to the father, and 
the word was so understood in Mr. Reid's dispatch, No. 29. The de­
cision of the superior court, above referred to, has reversed this long­
standing opinion by stating for the first time that in the language of 
the statute the word "foreigner" applies equally to the father or to 
the mother. In consequence of this decision the French Government 
now holds that the children of all foreigners who have married French 
women are French if they happen to be born in France. To my knowl­
edge no case has arisen under this decision affecting any American 
citizen, but I was told at the department of justice that they had a 
great deal of trouble with the Belgians, with the English, and the 
Swiss. I inclose herewith another copy of the statute of 1889. The 
decision of the supreme court will be found in Clunet, 1892, p. 223, and 
alsop. 26. · 

Besides the statute of 1889 there are, with reference to the procedure 
of naturalization, certain regulations and practices which may be men­
tioned here. 

Naturalization in France is not a judicial act; it is conferred by the 
Government, and at its will, to foreigners having complied with the 
conditions fixed by law, namely: 

295 
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First. Those who, after· acquiring tlle right of domicile in France and 
residing tllere onP year, have rendered any service to France or mar­
ried a French woman. 

Second. Those who, after acquiring this right of domicile, have resided 
three years in France. 

Third. Those who have resided ten years consecutively in France 
without having applied for the right of domicile. 

The right of domicile differs from the right of residence. A.ny for­
eigner can reside in France, after haviug registered at the police his 
name, date and place of birth, nationality of the parents, and actual 
address. 

The right of domicile is granted by a decree of the President. It can 
be applied for at any time a11d can be refused. The application, made 
on stamped paper, is addressed to the miniRter of justice. It states 
the name, age, 11ationality of the applicant, and should he accompanied 
by two certificates, oue of his birtll, the other showing his judicial 
record. Tile acquirement of the right of domicile confers certain com­
mercial adva11tages, and h:; considered as the first step toward natu­
ralization; it is not given for more than five years, and costs 175.25 
francs. 

Applications for naturalization are made, like those for the right of 
domicile to the minister of justice; each one is accompanied by an 
authenticated copy of the decree giving the right of domicile to the 
applicant or by evidence that be bas resided ten years in France. If 
be aRks to be naturalized under any of the special circumstances men­
tioned above he should annex to his application evide11ee of the serv­
ices he has rendered to France or of his marriage with a I~~rench woman. 

Women are naturalized either by their marriage to a Frenchman or 
by the naturalization of the bus baud, if he makes the application in her 
behalf also. Children of age can be embraced in the naturalization of 
the father; minor children are so embraced but they can disclaim 
French citizenship upon coming of age. 

Foreigners born in _France and not domiciled there at the time of 
coming to age, can be natura1izecl up to the age of 22, simply by declar­
ing their intention of establishing their domicile in France and by so 
doing. 

I have, etc., 

No. 91.] 

HENRY VIGNAUD, 
Charge d' A.ffaires ad Interim. 

JJfr. Coolidge to 1l1r. Foster. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED ST.A.1'"ES, 
Paris, December 9, 1892. (Received December 19.) 

SIR: Some time ago I learned priYately that negotiations were going 
on between France and Liberia. On inquiry, I found that Baron ~e 
Stein was the authorized agent on the part of the Republic of Liberia 
to settle with France the long-pending questions of boundary. I had 
an interview with this gentleman du:cing the negotiations, which were 
yesterday brought to a satisfactory conclusion. 

By a treaty, which was to be signed on the 8th instant, Liberia cedes to 
F-Fance the seacoast east of the Oavally River, and receives in exchange 
certain extensiou of territorJ in the interior. She receives an indem-
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nity of 25,000 francs and France recognizes th~ sovereignty of the 
Hepublic within the boundary lines as now agreed upon by the treaty. 

It is evident that the French have obtained from Liberia concessions 
of some importance, for the ~eacoast is the only part of the country 
which is worth anything, for the present, at least. But, on the other 
hand, the territory ceded was entirely unsettled by Liberia. :B...,rance 
laid claim to it by treaties with the native chiefs, and the 25,000 francs 
were welcome. 

It is certainly to the advantage of the little Republic to have this 
troublesome matter settled once for all in a friendly manner with her 
powerful neighbor. I have no doubt that tl1e growing desire of France 
for laying the foundation of a future colonial empire in Africa would 
make it much more difficult to obtain later on such terms as these, and 
I have not hesitated to say so to Baron de Stein. The energetic pro­
test made by the Government of the United States on the 13th of July, 
as reported in No. 26 of July 22 bas, I think, induced the French to 
make the present settlement. 

I inclose herewith an English copy of the treaty which Mr. de Stein 
furnished me before it was signed; be wil1 send, later on, a map upon 
which the new boundary lines are delineated. · 

He claims that he has increased very much the size of the Republic. 
I have, etc. 

T. JEFFERSON COOLIDGE. 

[Inclosure in No. 91.] 

CONVENTION BETWHEN THE GOVERNMENT OF FRANCE AND THE REPUBLIC OF 
LIBERIA .. 

The undersigned, Mr. Hn,notaux, minister and plenipotentiary tlirector of commer­
cial affairs :llHl of consulates at the ministry of foreign affairs of tile French R.epnl>lic, 
and Mr. Haussman, chief of division at the under secretariate of state of the colonies 
of the French Repnulic, and the Baron von Stein, minister resident of the R.epublic of 
Lil>cria in Belgium, comwissioner of the Liberian R.epul>lic to the Government of 
the French Republic, to the effect of preparing an understanding relative to the 
delimitations of the French possessions and of the territories of the R.epublic of 

·Liberia, have agreed to the following arrangement on both sides, subject to the ratifi­
cation of the respective governments: 

ARTICLE I. 

On the Ivory coast and in the interior the frontier line between the French posses­
sions and the R.epuulic of Lil>eria will be constituted as follows, in conformity to the 
tracing in red on the map annexed to the present convention in duplicate, and 
markeQ. as follows: 

(1) By the thalweg from the Cavally R.iver up to a point situated about 20 miles 
to the south of the confluence of the river Fodedongon-Ba at the intersection of 6° 
30' of latitude north and of 9° 12' longitude west of Paris. 

(2) By the parallel passing through the said point of intersection up to the con­
junction of 10c of longitude west of Paris, it being understood that in every case 
that the basin of the Great Sestcre R.iver uelongs to Liberia and that the uasin of 
the Fodedongon-Ba belongs to France. 

(3) By the mendian 10° up to its conjunction with latitude 7° north. From this 
JWint the froutier will run in rlirect line towards the point of intersection of 11° 
with the pamllel which passes through 'feml>icounda, it being understood that the 
town of Bamaquilla and the town of Mahomondon will belong to the R.epublic of 
Liberia, the points of Naa1a and of Monsardon belonging to France. 

(4) The frontier will then take the direction town.rfls tbe "'est following the same 
parallel until its conjunction With the 13° of longitude west of Pnris Tl' ith the 
Franco-Ellglish frontier of Sierra Leone. This line will in any event assure to France 
the entire basin of the Niger and of its affiuents. 
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ARTICLE II. 

The navigation on the river Cavalla to its confluence with the Fodedongon-Ba. 
will be free to shi ppin~ aml open for the inhabitants of both countries. 

France will have the right of erecting at its own expense on the water way 
(thalweg) or on one or the other bank of the Cavally the works which may be 
necessary to render it navigable, it being, however, perfectly understood that thili 
fact will in no way infringe the rights of sovereignty, which on the right side 
belong to Liberia. In case the execution of such works should give rise to the estab­
lishJDent of taxes these would be determined by a new understanding between the 
two governments. 

ARTICLE III. 

France renounces all rights which she possesses from the ancient treaties concluded 
on different points of the Seed coast (Cote des Grains) and recognizes the sovereignty 
of the Republic of Liberia OJl the whole coast to the west of the Cavally River. ' 

The Republic of Liberia abandons on its part all pretensions which it might claim 
to the territories of the Ivory coast situated to the east of the Cavally River. 

ARTICLE IV. 

The Government of Liberia, as in the past, will facilitate to the extent of its 
means the free engagements of laborers on the Liberian coast for the French Govern­
ment or its subjects. Reciprocally the same fi10ilities are granted to Liberia by the 
French Government on the French part of the Ivory coast. 

ARTICLE V. 

In recognizing to the Republic of Liberia the limits which have been fixed, the 
Government of the French Hepu ulic <leclares that it only intends engaging itself 
towards the Republic of Liberia free and independent and makes all its reserves for 
the case that this independence would be impaired or in the case that the Republic of 
Liberia should alienate any part of the territories which are recognized to it by the 
present convention. 

Done at Paris, December 8,1892, etc. 

The French text will exclusively serve as evidence. 

SPECIAL CLAUSES. 

I. 

The Government of Liberia having incurred certain expenses of estal)lisbmcnt on 
the part of the coast which is to the east of Cavally, France promises to pay to the 
Government of the Liberian l{epublic a sum of 25,000 francs as an indemnity. 

II. 

In case princes or chiefs of aborigines whose states are placed in the territory 
belonging to France should t,ake refuge ou the territoriel:l recogni7.ed to the Republic 
of Liberia by the convention of the---, all facilities consistent with the dignity 
of free independent state will be afforded to France for the pursuit and capture of 
fugitives. 

No. 141.] 

Mr. Coolidge to Jlfr. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF THE UNI1'ED STATES, 
Paris, February 24, 1893. (Received March 7.) 

SrR: I duly received your confidential dispatch No. 145, of January 
14, instructillg me to ask for an answer to the representations made by 
your direction under date of July 13 with referenee to the action of the 
French authorities in Liberia. The contents of this dispatch engaged 
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my immediate attention, and before leaving for Rome I had a personal 
conversation on the subject with Mr. Develle, the new minister for 
foreign affairs, who promised that a reply sh~uld be made to my note. 
Upon my return I recalled the attention of the minister to the matter. 
In his answer, wllich is inclosed, he states substantially that a regular 
treaty has been signed with Liberia by which this Republic, in return 
for certain concessions made by France, waives her claim to the terri­
tory lying between the rivers Ban Pedro and Cavally, and recognizes 
the thalweg of the river last named as the dividing line between 
Liberia and the territory now placed under the protectorate of France. 

The French Republic has therefore eomplied with the wish expressed 
in our communication of July 13, that no territory should be taken 
from Liberia without her express consent. 

The new dividing line and the terms of the arrangement made with 
Liberia are fully explained on the map and in the copy of the treaty 
wrich I forwarded to the Department with my Nos. 91 and 112. 

I inclose herewith a copy of Mr. Develle's note, together with a trans­
lation of the same. 

I have, etc., 
T. JEFFERSON CooLIDGE. 

[Inclosure in No. 141-Translation.1 

Mr. Develle to M1·. Coolidge. 

MINISTRY FOR FORF.IGN AFFAIRS, 
Pal'is, Feb1·uaTy 21, 1893. 

Mr. MINISTER: By your letter of the 16th of this month you were good enough to 
recall to me a communication which you had addressed on the 13th of last July to 
my predecessor in order to bring to his attention the observations which the notifi­
cation of the treaties concluded in 1890 and 1891 by the Government of the Republic 
with various native chiefs of the Ivory coast had suggested to the Federal Govern­
ment. After having made on this occasion certain reservations on the subject of the 
French protectorate over the territories situated between the San Pedro and Cavally 
rivers, which, according to the cabinet of Washington, have been recogni:;>;ed for a 
number of years as belonging to the Republic of Liberia, you informed Mr. Ribot 
that the Government of the United States would not, however, object to acknowl­
edge the validity of the protectorate in question provided the Republic of Liberia 
should recognize itself the legitimacy of the rights of France over that region. 

The legation of the United States not having received since then any answer from 
my department on the subject, you were good enough, in a recent conversation to 
which you refer, to express to me your desire to be informed as to the present con­
dition of this affair, while stating, moreover, t}lat the Federal Government did not 
in any way wish to raise a question of internaiionalla.w on this occasion. 

I have the honor to inform you that the negotiations entered into recently at Paris 
between the delegates of the Government of the Republic, and of the Government 
of Liberia, with the view of arranging an agreement in regard to the determination 
of the boundaries of the Prench possessions of the Ivory coast and the territories of 
Liberia~ have resulted in the signing of an arrangement which is to be submitted to 
the ratification of the two Governments. 

By the terms of this act, the boundary line of the respective poRsessions of the two 
countries shall be established by the thalweg of the Cavally River. France gives 
up the rights acquirF.:d by her from old treaties concluded on various points of the 
grain coast and recognizes the sovereignty of the Republic of Liberia over the coast 
to the west of the Cavally River; the Republic of Liberia abandons on its side all 
pretentious which it could put forward to the territories of the Ivory coast situated 
east of said river. · 

Accept, etc., 
JULES DEVELLE. 
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Mr. Ew;tis to Jllr. Gresham. 

El\IBASSY OF THE UNITED S'I'ATES, 
Paris, Jllay 27, 1893. (Received June 12;) 

SIR: In a diRpatch numbered 154, of date February 1, Mr. Foster 
requested .JJr. Uooli<lge to use his good offices in favor of Victor Poide­
bard, an American citizen of French birth and parentage, residing in 
New Jersey, who has been called for service in the French army, and 
received notice to join the regiment to which he was assigned. 

Mr. Coolidge presented the case to the minister for foreign affairs in 
a dispatch dated nfarch 22, stating fully the circumstances under which 
Poidebard became an American citizen. 

Ile.went to the United States at the age of 13, was naturalized first 
through his father and a second time when he became of age. He had 
also applied through the proper French legal channel for the recogni­
tion of l1is naturalization, which the law of 1889 declares void unless 
it is obtained with the permission of the Government. Considering 
that these facts plainly establish that Poidebard had not left France 
in order to escape military obligations, and that he was a bona fide 
citizen and resident of the United States, Mr. Coolidge asked that the 
order requiring him to perform military service in France be cancelled 
so that he could, should he desire to do so, visit France without being 
subjected to prosecution by the military authorities. 

On the 3d of May, Mr. Develle replied substantially that the case 
had been submitted to the m}nister of war and that the request could 
not be granted. He does not discuss the circumstances of the case, 
and simply states that, according to the law of 1889, a person of Ii'rench 
birth can not acquire another nationality before having complied with 
the military laws of France, unless he obtains from the Goyernment 
permission to do so, a permission which is refused to Poidebard because 
it woulfl be an encouragement to young Frenchmen to have themselves 
naturalized abroad, in order to escape military service in France. 

vVith reference to the privilege of visiting France without being 
subjected to military prosecution, he states that Poidebard might lmve 
done so under the provision of article 50 of the law of July 15, 1889, 
but that having failed to do so at the time, it is now too late. 

I inclose herewith a copy of Mr. Coolidge's note and of Mr. Develle's 
reply, with a translation of the same. 

I have, etc., 
J. B. Eus~ns. 

[Inclosure 1 in No.5.] 

M1-. Coolidge to Mr. Develle. 

LEGATION OF TTJR UNITED STATES, 
Pari~, Jla l'<'lt 22, 1893. 

SIR: I beg leave to call your excellency's attention to the case of Victor Poi de­
bard, :tu American citizen of Frcuclluativity, rcsidin~ for many years in the United 
States, who has been drafted in the French army, and who bas been notified to join 
the second regiment of artillery at Grenoble. The circumstances of t.bis case are 
as follows: 

Victor Poidebard was born at Lyons, June 5, 1871. He emigrated to the United 
States in 1884, being then only 13 years of age, and became an American citizen lly 
the naturalization of his fatller, Antoine Poidebanl, which took place October 30, 
1888. Antoine Poidebard had gone to the United States in 1880, and is still residing 
there. He is a manufacturer at West Hoboken, N.J. 
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As article 17 of the French civil cotle (amended in 1889) provides that the change 
of nationality of a Frenchman liable to military service shall not be reco,gnized if it 
takes place without the consent of the Government, Antoine Poidebard applied in 
1890 for the recognition of the new status of his son Victor, who was then still a 
minor. He was told by the minister of justice that his request could not be acted 
upon before Victor Poidebard had reached his majority. 

In 1892, Victor Poidebard, being then of age, fearing that his change of national­
ity throNgh the act of his father wonld not be considered in France as sufficient 
evidence of his personal intention to renounce his original French citizenship, 
applied to an American court of juAtice for papers of naturalization, which he 
secured under date of December 29, 1892. He then renewed the request made by 
h1s father in his behalf that his change of allegiance be ratified by the French authori­
ties. In the meantime, however, he bad been placed on the recruiting list of the 
class of 1891, and in FebTuary, 1893, he received, in the United States an order to 
proceed to France and to join the regiment to which he had been assigned. 

Considering himself a full American citizen, Victor Poidebard submitted his case 
to my Gove1 ·nment, by whose instructions I am directed to exert, my good offices in 
behalf of this young man. Your excellency will observe that the change of a.lleg­
iance of Victor Poidebard was effected not only through the naturalization of his 
father, which is a mode of naturalization legal in the United States as well as in 
France, but also by his own free will and action after he had come of age. You will 
observe besides that when he left France he was a boy and could not t,herefore have 
acted with the view of escaping military service and that be is a bona fid~ citizen 
and resident of the United States, where his father is engaged in an important man­
ufacturing enterprise. 

Under these circumstances I venture to ask that the order which Victor Poide­
bard has received to join a French regiment be cancelled so that this young man 
may visit France to complete his education, without being considered as an "insou­
mis"and subjected to prosecution by the military authorities. 

I am, etc., 
T. JEl!'FERSON CooLIDGE. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 5.-Translation.) 

Mr. Develle to Mr. Coolidge. 

MINISTRY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
Pm·is, May 2, 1893. 

Mr. MINISTER: On the 22d of last March you were kind enough to write me with 
a view of obtaining the erasure from the conscription list of our army of the name 
of Mr. Victor Poidebard, born in Lyons on June 5, 1871, and who became an Ameri­
can citizen through the naturalization of his father in the United States. 

The minister of war, to whom I immediately transmitted your commnnication, 
observes, firstly, that according to the terms of article 17 of the civil code, modified 
by the law passed on the 26th ·of June, 1889, a Frenchman still sub,iect to the obli­
gations of active military service can not lose his French nationality by means of 
naturalization in a foreign country unless this naturalization has been authorized by 
the French Government. Under these circumstances the only request that Mr. Poide­
bal'd could consistently make was to ask of the Government of the Republic their 
authorization to his becoming a naturalized American. 

Gen. Loizillon thought it his duty to examine carefully this point in order to 
see if such a favor could be granted in this Rpecial case, ancl he was obliged to realize 
that such a decision would have the serious disadvantage of encouraging young 
Frenchmen to become naturalized in a foreign country in order to avoid military 
service, which would not fail to provoke violent protestation on the part of those 
families having relatives in the service. 

Mr. Poidebard, it is true, could have . availed himself of the dispensation con­
tained in article 50 of the law of July 15, 1889, on recruiting, by claiming he moved 
to the United States before the age of 19, and had not since then made a longer 
stay in France than three months; but he failed to claim this dispensation before 
the court of revision of the class of 1891, which alone, according to the terms of 
article 18 of the a.foresaid law, is privileged to act in this respect. Consequently 
he is definitely debarred from having recourse to this channel. 

Under these circumstances my colleague, the minister of war, charges me to 
express to you his regrets that he finds himself unable to reply favorably to your 
request. , 

. Accept, etc., 
JULES DEVELLE. 
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No. 38.] 

FOREIGN RELATIONS. 

]Ir. Eustis to ]Ir. Gresham. 

E]}fB.ASSY OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Paris, Augttst 9, 1893. (Received August 21.) 

SIR: I inclose herewith copy and translation of the recent law on for­
eigners in France, which was promulgated on the 8th instant. It pro­
vides substantially that foreigners who have not obtained leave to be 
domiciled in France or who come into the country :for the purpose of 
exercising their professions or doing any kind of business therein, will 
have to register within eight days after their arrival at the place where 
they propose to reside. They will receive upon payment of a fee a cer­
tificate stating that they have eomplied with the law without which 
they can not obtain employment. If they change their place of resi­
dence this certificate is to be visaed by the mayor of the locality. 

Foreigners at preRent established in France have a month given 
them to comply with the requirements of these new re-gulations. 

Apparently the law does not apply to foreigners traveling in France 
or re iding therein for the purposes of health or pleasure. It is main1y 
directed against foreign laborers. Foreigners who have secured the 
rights of domici1e, which are quite different from those required by 
simple residence in 1!-,rance, are likewise exempt from the provisions of 
the law. Application for the rights of domicile is considered as a pre­
liminary step toward naturalization. 

I have, etc., 
J. B. EUSTIS. 

[Inclosure in No. 38.-Translation.] 

LAW RELATING TO THE SOJOURN OF FOREIGNERS IN ll'RANCE AND TO THE PROTEC­
TION OF NATIONAL LABOR. 

The Senate and Chamber of Deputies have adopted., the President of the Repub­
lic promulgates the following law: 

ARTICLE 1. Any foreigner, not admitted to domicile, arriving in any commune to 
exercise a profession, trade, or industry should make a declaration of residence at 
themairie, while furnishing proofs of his identity within a week of his arrival. There 
will be opened for this purpose a list of enrollment of foreigners according to the 
form determined upon by a ministerial decision. 

An extract of this register will be delivered to party making declaration, in the 
form of the acts of civil registration (Etat civil) with the same charges therefor. 

In case of change of domicile the foreigner will have his certificate of matricula­
tion visaed within two days of his arrival at the mairie (town hall). 

ART. 2. Any person employing knowingly a foreigner unprovided with a certificate 
of matriculation will be liable to the usual police fines. 

ART. 3. A foreigne;r who shall not have made the declaration required by law 
within the specified p eriod, or who shall refuse to produce his certificate at the :first 
requisition will be liable to a fine of from 50 to 200 francs. 

Anyone who shall knowingly have made a false or inaccurate declaration will be 
liable to a fine of from 100 to 300 francs, and if needs be to temporary or indefinite 
interdiet.ion of sojourn on l!,rench territory. 

A foreigner expelled from French territory and who shall have returned without 
the authorization of the Government will be liable to from one to six months' impris­
onment. At the expiration of his sentence he will be reconducted to the frontier. 

Article 463 of the penal code is applicable to the cases in view of the present 
law. 

ART. 4. The amount derived from the imposition of fines in view of the present 
law will go to the funds of the municipality of the commune wherein the foreigner ,. 
who has l.Jeen fined resided. 

ART. 5. A delay of one month is accorded to all foreigners referred to in article 1 
now ~esiding in Prance to comply with the prescript10n of the law. 
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The present law, rleliherated and :ulopted by the Senate ancl tp.e Chamber of Depu­
ties, will Le executed as a law of th e E-itate. 

Done at Fontainebleau August 8, 1893. 
CARNOT. 

By the President of the Republic, the president of tho council, minister of the 
interior. 

CH. DUPUY. 
The keeper of the seals, minister of justice. 

No. 47.] 

E. GuEmN. 

Mr. Vignaud to Mr. Gresham. 

EMBASSY OF 1'HE UNITED STATES, 
Paris, August 22, 1893. · (Received. September 4.) 

SIR: In his No. 29 of July 16, 1889, printed in the Foreign Relatio1ls 
for 1890, p. 216, Mr. Reid gave an account of the French nationality 
law of June 26, 1889, which introduced quite a chauge in the principle 
upon which French citizenship was founded, and iu myNo.513 of April 
7,1892, I explained the construction given to an essential part of this 
law by the French supreme court ( cour de cassation). 

Previous to the enactment of that law, parentage (jus sanguinis) was 
the only source of French natural citizenship; that is to say, a man 
was French, no matter where he was_ born, if he waR of Frm~eh parent­
age, while those, on the other hand, born in France of foreign parentage 
could preserve the foreign status from generation to generation. The 
law of 1889 did not alter the first point, but it declared that those born in 
France would lose the privilege of preserving their foreign status after 
the first generation. The question then arose whether tue children of 
a father born abroad and of a mother born in France would be con­
sidered as being of the first generation Ol' of the second. Tue supreme 
court decided that they were of the second generation, and therefore, 
native-born French, with no rig-ht to disclaim French citizenship (see 
my No. 513 above referred to). 

This decision gave rise to so many eomplaints on the part of the 
English and the Belgians that the French Government resolved to yield 
the point. The British embassy was unofficially informed that a bill 
would be introduced in the Chamber to modify the law, and that in the 
meantime the military authorities would abstain from calling those, 
situated in the case above mentioned, to perform military service. 

In execution of this promise, a law has just been enacted (July 22, 
1893), which provides that hereafter children born in France of a 
mother also born there shall have the privilege of disclaiming French 
nationality if the father is a foreigner born abroad. I inclose here­
with a copy of the law with a translation of the principal clauses. 

I have, etc., 
HENRY VIGNAUD, 

Charge d'Affaires ad interim. 

[Inclosure in No. 47.] 

Principal .clauses of the law of July 22, 1893, respecting French nationality. 

Article 1 amends article 8, paragraph 3, of the civil code, in the following manner: 
"Any person born in France of foreign parents, one of which was also born there, 

is French except that in the year following his majority he may disclaim his French 
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status by complying with the requirements of pamgraph 4, if it is the mother who 
was born in France." 

Paragraph 4, here referred to, remains unaltered. It provides that the disclaimer 
must show that he is considered by the government of the country to which he 
claims to belong, as a citizen of that country. · 

Article 2 accords a delay of one year to those who desire to disclaim French status 
in accordance with the terms of the amended paragraph 3. 

Article 3 amends article 9 of the civil code with reference to the legal formalities 
for claiming French status. 



GREAT BRITAIN. 

]fr. Fo~:;ter to Mr. White. 

No. 994.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, Decernber 13, 1892. 

SIR: I communicate to you herewith a copy of an instruction,* No. 
3, of the 29th ultimo, to Mr. Thompson, the minister of the United 
States to the Ottoman Empire. 

As you will observe, it is of a general nature, indicating briefly the 
origin and character of the rights of Americans in Turkey, the tendency 
to ignore them or infringe upon them emanating chiefly from local func­
tionaries and not from the central government; and lastly, outlining 
the course to be pursued in obviating a recurrence of the difficultie~:; 
and in obtaining a redress for acts of injustice already committed. 

I alluded in the instruction to the solidarity which exists among 
Christian foreigners in Turkey, generally classed as Franks, from the 
nationality of what was formerly the predominating extraneous race; 
and it is obvious that such solidarity is,. and should be, more complete 
between citizens of the United States and subjects of Great Britain 
than those of other nations. 

In interviews wh,ich I have recently had with Sir Julian Pam1cefote 
upon this subject he took occasion to convey the assurance that his 
Government was always disposed, if possible, to act in harmony with. 
that of the United States to maintain the rights and protect the per­
sons and property of English and Americans in Turkey. 

I expressed the same desire on behalf of the Government of the 
United States, but informed him that while concurrent and harmo­
nious action was eminently desirable whenever occasion should arise, 
and while the reciprocal good offices of the diplomatic and commlar 
representatives of either nation should be equally extended to the 
citizens or subjects of both countries, the United States nevertheless 
reserved to themselves complete liberty and independence of action 
when it might be found advisable. 

In the recent case of Mr. Mead and Mr. Martin, the former an 
American citizen and the latter an English subject, who, while travel­
ing from one mission to another, were arrested and their property 
seized, the English and American consular agents at Hogin acted con­
currently in protesting against the outrage and in demanding satis­
faction from the V ali. 

In the case of Miss Bush, an American, whose papers were confiscated, 
the protection of British consular officers in places where there existed 
no representatives of the United States was requested, and in numer­
ous instances the protection of American consular officers has been 
cheerfully aecorded to the subjects of Great Britain. 

*Printed in Foreign Relations for 1892, p. 609. 
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Yon are therefore instructed to convey to the secretary of state for 
foreign affairs of Great Britain the cordial disposition of the Govern­
ment of the United States tQ act concurrently and harmoniously with 
the Government of Great Britaitt in the protection and vindication of 
the rights of the citizens or subjects of either nation in Turkey, but it 
is deemed advisable that the communication should be made orally and 
not by note. You will observe that the tenor of this instructio:o. 
requires the use of such language as shall leave no doubt in the mind 
of Lord Rosebery as to the reserves indicated herein and the entire 
independence of action on the part of the United States Government 
should it be thought preferable. . 

Confident that your knowledge of the question and your diplomatic 
skill a11d experience will enable you to present the subject in its most 
favoratle aspect, 

I am, etc., 
JOHN W. FOSTER. 

Mr. Whit_e to Mr. Foster. 

No. 882.J LEGATION oF 'l'HE UNITED STATES, 
London, December 30, 1892. (Received January 10, 1893.) 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your instruction, 
numbered 994, of the 13th instant, and of its inclosure, relative to our 
relations with the Ottoman Empire, and to acquaint. you that I had an 
interview yesterday with the Earl of Rosebery on the subject. 

I explained briefly to his lordship the origin and character of our 
rights in Turkey and the tendency on the part of local functionaries 
rather than of the central Goyernment at Constantinople to infringe 
upon or to ignore them; and I informed him that, in your opinion, the 
solidarity existing amoug Christian foreigners in Turkey, generally 
classed as Franks, is and should be more complete between citizens of 
the United States and subjects of Her Britannic Majesty than between 
those of other nations. 

I also mentioned that you had recently had interviews on the subject 
with Sir Julian Pauncefote, who bad taken occasion to convey to you 
the assurance that his Government is always disposed, if possible, to 
act in harmony with ours in maintaining the rig-hts and in protecting 
the persons and property of English and Americans in Turkey, and 
that you had expressed the same desire on behalf of the United 
States, but had at the same time informed Sir .Julian that while con­
current and harmonious action is eminently desirable whenever occa­
sion should arise, and while the reciprocal good offices of the diplo­
matic and consular representatives of either nation should be equally 
extended to the citizens or subjects of both countries, the United Stat.es 
nevertheless reserve to themselves complete liberty and independence 
of action when it should be found advisable. 

I then1nformed Lord Rosebery that you had instructed me to express 
to his lordship the cordial disposition of our Government to act con­
currently and harmoniout3ly with that of Great Britain in the protec­
tion and vindication of the rights of the citizens or subjects of either 
nation in Turkey, with the reservation, previously mentioned, of entire 
independence of action on the part of the United States should it be 
thought preferable. 
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Lord Rosebery said in reply that he had not heard from Sir Julian 
Pauncefote on the subject, but that he had received with much satis­
faction the communication which I had made to him, and that it would 
be the earnest desire of Her Majesty's Government to act iu. perfect 
cordiality with that of the United States in the matter in question. 

I have, etc., 
HENRY WHI'I.'E. 

Mr. White to Mr. Foster. 

No. 885.] LEGATION OF TH,E UNITED STATES, 
London, Jwnuary 4, 1893. (Received January lG, 18D3.) 

SIR: Referring to your instruction, No. 988, of 7th ultimo, I have the 
honor to inclose herewith copies of a further note which I addressed 
to the Earl of Rosebery with respect to the conduct of Capt. Davis, of 
Her Majesty's ship Royal'ist, and of his lordship's reply. 

I have, etc., 
HENl~Y WHITE. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 885.] 

Lord Rosebery to Mr. White. 

FOREIGN OF:B'ICE, 
• Decernber 27, 189,"!. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the rooeipt of your"note of the 22d instant 
complaining of the conduct of Capt. Davis, of Her Majesty's ship Royal·ist, towards 
Mr. Kustel, an American citizen, in the Gilbert Islands, and I hasten to assure you 
that the matter will receive attention. 

At the same time I think it right to state that the report already received from 
Capt. Davh of the incident in question gives reason for grave doubt whether Mr. 
Kustel's account is accurate or whether he is a witness worthy of credit. 

I have, etc., 
ROSEBE.RY. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 885.1 

Mr. White to Lord Rosebm·y. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
London, December 22, 1892. 

MY LORD: I have the honor to acquaint your lordship that the Secretary of State 
has read with much satisfaction your note to me of the 24th ultimo, in reply to mine 
of the 21st, relative to the action of Capt. Davis, of Her Majesty's ship Royalist, in 
respect to the U. S. Commercial Agent at Butaritari, and to the recognition and pro­
tection of the rights and interests of United States citizens in the Giluert Islands; 
and I beg to add that your lordship's frank assurances that these rights and interests 
will be fully recognized and respected by the British Government is, in the opinion 
of my Government, as gratifying as it was confidently to be expected from the 
friendly sense of justice and regard for international prerogatives whi.ch animate 
Her Majesty's Government. 

With regard to Capt. Davis, I am informed that many details have reached the 
Department of State, supported by trustworthy testimony, which suggest that his 
language and conduct ill reflect that temperate, impartial, and commendable exer­
cise of authority which it must necessarily be the design of Her Majesty's Govern­
ment to observe in assnmiug a protectorate over the Gilbert Islands; and Mr. Sec­
retary Foster, while averse to giving to the correspondence on the subject a tone of 
mere complaint of that officer's <leportment, feels nevertheless that it is due to sub­
mit, in a friendly spirit, to yonr lordship, for the informn,tion of Her Majesty's Gov­
ernment, a report which he has received recently, and which I have the honor to 



308 l!'OREIGN RELATIONS. 

inclose herewith, showing the arbitrary conduct and intemperate manners of Capt. 
Davi~:~ and his remarkable assumptiOn of power and authority to condemn, ex parte 
and without a hearing, a citizen of the United States for an offense alleged to have 
been committed in one of the islands of the Gilbert Group half a year before the 
announcement of Her Majesty's protectorate was made. 

The Secretary of State, feeling assured that your lordship shares his view that 
the manifestations of authority under such a protectorate should claim corrliaJ 
acquiescence and command respect, as well by their intrinsic merits as Ly the high 
character and digni'fied temperance of the agencies by which they are carried out, 
is convinced that your lordship's feelings of regret and chagrin upon reading the 
graphic statement, tra.nsmitted herewith, of Capt. Davis's unseemly profanity and 
overbearing demeanor will be closely akin to those which he has himself experi­
enced, and. that doubts similar to those felt by him will arise in the mind of your 
lordship as to the appropriateness of such an instrumentality as Capt. Davis for 
carrying out the friendly assurances which your note so unhesitatingly gives, of 
recognition and respect for American rights and interests in the Gilbert Islands. 

I have, etc., 
HJJ:NRY WHITE. 

Mr. Foster to Mr. Lincoln. 

No. 1027.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, January 11, 1893. 

SIR: Referring to your dispatch, No. 515, of August 19,1891, relative 
to the claim of William Web~ter against the Government of Great Brit­
ain on account of -certain lands situated in New Zealand, I ~end you 
herewith a copy of a resolution of the Senate with respect to this claim 
adopted 1\iay 2G, 1892; also three copies of l\iis . . Doc. 167, Fifty-second 
Congress, first session, containing a report by Senator Davis, from the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, dated April 14, 1892, and a reprint 
of the previous documents relating to the claim. 

Availing yourself in such way as you may consider most useful of the 
excellent review of this claim contained in the foregoing report, you 
will again endeavor to secure a favorable consideration of the claim by 
Her Majesty's Government. If, however, you are unable to harmonize 
the diverse views of the two governments, then, following the recom­
mendation of the Senate, you may "propose to the Government of 
Great Britain that the entire contention be submitted to arbitration to 
the end that a final and conclusive settlement thereof and of all ques­
tions involved may be thereby attained." Should it become necessary 
to make that proposal I trust that it may commend itself to Her Maj­
esty's Government, and I leave it to you to make it in such form and to 
support it by such considerations as may seem to you best, reserving 
for future com:;ideration the question of the details of such an arbitra-
tion. · 

I am, etc., 

No. 1034.] 

JOHN W. FOSTER. 

Mr. Foster to 111r. Lincoln. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, January 17, 1893. 

SrR: Mr. White's dispatch, No. 882, of the 30th ultimo, relative to 
his interview with Lord Rosebery concerning the relations of the United· 
States and Great Britain with the Porte, has been received and read 
with interest. 
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In a conversation with the British minister on yesterday, he informed 
me tbat he had communicated to Lord Rosebery, in a personal letter, 
the substance of my previous interview with him on the subject of con­
current action in the Turkish questions referred to. Should you have 
a convenient o~portunity to recur to the subject with Lord Rosebery 
you may find it prudent to suggest to him that the British ambassador 
at Uonstantinople be instructed to cooperate with our minister as occa­
sion may require. 

I am, etc., 

No. 910.] 

JOHN W. FOSTER 

Mr. Lincoln to Mr. Foster. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
London, February 7, 1893. (Received February 17.) 

SIR: Referring to your instruction numbered 988, of December 7, and 
to Mr. Wbite's dispatch in reply, dated the 4th of January last, num­
bered 885, I have the honor to inclose herewith a copy of a note which 
I have received from the Earl of Rosebery, with a series of accompany­
ing documents relative to the complaint of Capt. Kustel against Capt. 
Davis, of Her Majesty's ship Royalist. 

I have, etc., 
ROBERT T. LINCOLN. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 910 

Lord Rosebery to Mr. Lincoln. 

FOREIGN OFFICE, 
Feb1·um·y 1, 1893. 

SIR: With reference to my note to Mr. White of the 27th December last, I have 
the honor to inform yon that I learn from Her Majesty's secretary of state for the 
colonies that he has requested the Admiralty to forward to Capt. Davis for his 
observation the statement which you communicated to me on the 22d of December 
relative to the conduct of that officer towards Mr. Kustel, an American citizen trad­
ing in the Gilbert Islands. 

Pending the receipt of Capt. Davis's reply, I take this opportunity of transmitting 
to you for the consideration of your Government a report on Mr. Knstel's proceed­
ings sent home by that officer in July last. 

I have, etc., 
ROSEBERY. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 910.) 

Mr. Dat,is to the B1·itish Commander of naval fm·ces in Austmlia. 

ROYALIST, AT TARAWA, 
Gilbert G1·onp, July 17, 1892. 

MY LORD: I have the honor to inform you that on my arrival at Tarawa Island, 
Gilbert Group, on the 7th of June, 1892, a native Tabantia laid before me a com­
pla.iut against one Albert Kustel, au American subject, a trader on that island. 
Tabantia handed me a revolver and five cartridges, also a letter from the Rev. A. C. 
Walkup, who is in charge of the American mission in the Gilbert Group. 

Kustel being absent in a schooner, I left a letter for him, acquainting him of the 
charge preferred against him. 

On a subsequent date, I obtained sworn evidence concerning this outrage from 
Peter Grant, an American subject, also a trader in the same island. 
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On arrival at Butaritari Island, on the 6th of July, I found Kustel's schooner 
lying there. I requested Kustel to meet -me on shore at the king's house the follow­
ing day in connection with this case. 

I read the evidence I had taken to him. He acknowledged that the native's state­
ment was correct except that the revolver was taken from his pocket, Rot his hand. 
He also took exception to the language stated by Peter Grant to have been used on 
the occasion, stating that it was not his habit to use bad language. 

I pointed out to him that although the offense had been committed before the 
protectorate was established, the complaint had been made since. This being the 
case I would give him the opportunity of making reparation to the native. After 
some hesitation he offered to pay him $10. I told him I did not .consider that sum 
sufficient compensation for pointing a loaded revolver at a native's head, threaten­
ing to shoot him, and tying him up. He then said he wished the matter referred to 
his own Government. Seeing no other course open to me, I informed him I would 
grant his request. 

A.s this man bears a very bad character in the group, I took the opportunity to per­
sonally inform him of the British law concerning the supplying of arms, etc., and 
intoxicating liquors to natives; at the same time warning him that a repetition of 
such an offense as that to which he had pleaded guilty would probably lead to his 
expulsion from the Gilbert Islands. 

Calling at Tarawa on my way south, I made furtherinquiries conc._erning this man, 
and obtained sworn depositions from his wife (a half-caste woman), from the King, 
also from Kamudgi, the King's son, and Mr. Meyer, a trader, which prove without 
doubt this man's ill doings in the island of Tarawa. 

I beg to inclose papers concerning this matter; also an extract from the minutes 
of proceedings of a court held for the trial of Eno, a trader of Kustel's. 

I trust that, for the welfare of the islands over which Her Majesty has assumed a 
protectorate, no time may be lost in this case being fully reported to the United 
States Government. 

I have, etc., 

· To whom it may concm·n: 

[Inclosure 3 in No. 910.] 

M1·. Walkup to 'Whom it may concern. 

ED. H. M. DAVIS, 
Captain. 

TARAWA, Novembm·19, 1891. 

Tabantia, a native of Tarawa, gave me the following testimony and showed rne a 
revolver and five shells and handkerchief: 

That Capt. Kustel, a trader of Tarawa, met him on the path south of the vil­
lage of Ukiangang, caught him and pulled him, pointing a revolver at his forehead 
saying, "Go to the boat." Also tied his left hand with his handkerchief and was 
pulling him, when he snatched the revolver and ran and fired off a shell. 

Peter Grant, Eno (native of Tahiti), Tabantia, a native, were with Kustel, while 
ten Tiraki and ten Zenoi were with him. 

A.. C. WALKUP, 
Missiona1·y of A. B. C. F. M., Boston, Mass. 

in charge of Gilbm·t Island work, on M01·ning Star. 

[Inclosure 4 in No. 910.] 

ROYALIST, AT TARAWA ISLAND, 
Gilbert Group, June 7, 1892. 

Tabantia, a native of Tarawa, states: A. bout six or eight months ago, whilst walk­
ing along to pick cocoanuts, Capt. Knstel came up to me and told me to go to his 
boat. I told him I did not want to go. He caught holU of my hand and told me 
again to go. I said," No.'' He tied his handkerchief around my wrist and pointed 
a loaded revolYer at me. I snatched it frum him and ran away. He has since 
asked me to give him back the revolver, but I would not. I have it now in my pos­
session and :five cartridges which I took out of it. Mr. Walkup, the missionary, told 
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me to keep it aml give it to a man-of-war when one came to Tarawa. He also gave 
me the letter which I now giye you. · 

When Capt. Knstel tried to take me to his boat Peter Grant., a trader, and Eno, a 
p.ative of Tahiti, were with him. 

TABANTIA (his X mark). 
Witnef'!ses: 

F. St. L. LUSCOMBE, Lientenant. 
DuNCANS. 0. GRAL~T, Assistant Paymaster. 

Before me. 
ED. H. M. DAVIS, 

Captain Her Majesty's Ship Royalist. 

[Inclosure 5 in No. 910.] 

M1·. Da'IJis to Mr. Kustel. 

ROYALIST, AT TARAWA ISLAND, 
Gilbert G1·oup, Junes, 1892. 

SIR: I have to acqn~int yon that Her Majesty, Victoria, Queen of Great Britain 
and Irel:uH1, l1as assnmed a protectorate over the Gilbert Islands, and that it is con­
trary to British law that any arms, ammunition, exploAive substances, or intoxicating 
liquors be supplied to natives of the Pacific Islands. 

I also have to anquaint you that charges of intimidation and threatening the lives 
of natives have been preferred against you, and it will be my duty to forward these 
charges to the United States authorities, as I understand yon are an American citizen. 

I take this opportuuity to warn you that a repetition of the offenses with which 
you have been charged will probably lead to your expulsion from the Gilbert Islands. 

I am, etc., 

[Inclosure 6 in 910.] 

ED. H. M. DAVIS, 
Captain. 

TARAWA ISLAND, June 16, 1892. 
Peter Grant, trac1er of Tarawa, having been sworn, stated: 
About four months a,go I was walking along the road with Kustel and Eno. We 

met Tabantia, and Kustel tied Tabantia's hands with his h~mdkerchief and said: 
"Yon son of a---, if you don't como on board my ship I'll kill yon." When Kus­
tel was about to tie up Tabantia's hands he bad a revolver in his band, which he 
pointed a.t the nati"ve's head, and whilst be was tying Ta.bantia's hands the man 
snatched it out of his pocket and ran away and fired it in the air. 

"Kustel, Eno, and myself then went to my house, and the native the other way. 
P. GRANT. 

Witness: 
DPNCAN S. 0. GRANT, 

Assistant Paymaster, R. N. 
Before me. 

. ED. H. M. DAVIS, 
Captain He1' Majesty's Ship Royalist. 

[Inclosure 7 in No. 910.] 

Mr. Davis to Mr. Kustel. 

MEMORANDUM. 

ROYALIST, at Butarifm·i, July 7, 1892. 
You having this clay declined to make suitable reparation to Tabantia, the Tarawa 

native, whom, by your own admission, yon assaulted on Tarawa Island, about 
November, 1891, I shall request the commander in chief to communicate with the 
United States Government on the subject. 

ED. H. M. DAVIS, 
Captain and one of Her Majesty's Deputy Commissionm·s fm· the Westm·n Pacific. 
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[Inclosure 8 in No. 910.] 

'AT TARAWA, July 14, 189:2. 
Emma Knstel, wife of Albert Knstel, have been sworn, stat<>s: , 
I am the wife of Albert Knstel, h::ive lived on Tarawa. for about fonr years. I 

saw Eno this rooming; Eno trades for my husband. Everything Eno sells he sells 
for my husband. He does not trade on his own account. Eno lives abont 4 miles 
from here. He buys his own trade. My husband pays him for trading. No license 
is being paid now for traders. When it was paid £no's license was paid by my hus­
band. My husband has never authorized Eno to sell firearms or ammunition. All 
tra.cle in firearms from this house is done by my husband. Eno once bought fifty car­
tridges. Whatever gin Eno has bronght here, he has always said it bas been for his 
own use. My husband has sold 10 rilles and 800 rounds of ammunition to the King'R 
party. My husband has sold gin to the King; the first bottle he wanted was because 
his wife was sick, which be took away and drank himRelf. He carne again and got 
a second bottle from the Fleu1·-de-Lys (Kustel's schooner), for which he did not pay. 
The last bottle he got was before the Royalist came here first. 

The native Jacob signed articles on board my husband's ship for a. month, I 
believe. After being t-here a week he went away to get his clothes, and then did 
not return. The King ordered him to return, and he ran away again, and the 
schooner went away witbont him. · 

I do not know anything of my husband's trouble with native Tabantia., as I was 
on board the ship at the time. 

I know t,here was a fine on the island, agreed to by the tra.ders, that whoever sold 
liquor to a native should be fined $100. Ah Tong, a. trader Chinaman, was fined$100 
for doing this. When my husband sold grog to the King, he di(l not pay this fine. 
"\Vhen the Chinaman was accused of selling gin it appears that Kamuclgi (King's sou) 
went to tile house and deman(led it for his father. The Chinaman not being willing 
to sell it, Kamudgi took it;, This is what I have heard. 

EMMA KUSTEL (her X mark). 
Witness: 

GEORGE D. TWIGG, Sta_ff Surgeon. 
DuNCAN S. 0. GRANT, Assistant Paymaster. 

Before me. 
ED. H. M. DAVIS, 

Captain Her Majesty's Ship Royalist and Deputy Commissioner. 

[Inclosure 9 in No. 910.] 

ROY A LIST, at Tamwa, July 14, 1892. 
Tenmaton, king of Tarawa, l1aving been cautioned to speak tbe truth, sta.tes: 
Abont three mouths ago I pnrchased about six bottles of gin from Kustel-one 

time two bottles and one time three, for which I paid $1.50 for ea."ch bottle. Kustel's 
wife handed me the gin. Kustel asked for the money, which she took and passed 
to him for payment. 

I also bought one Martini-Henry rifle and one Snider rifle, for which I paid $25 
the first and $20 the other; and thirty rounds of ammunition. These I pnrcbased 
from Kustel's wife in his house. Kustel told me to go and see them and buy t!Jem. 
Tentickimarch and Kamndji were with me when I bonght them. Kunstel told Ten­
tokorigi to tell me to go and fight quick. which he did. 

Witnesses: 
F. St. L. LUSCOMBE, Lieutenant. 
DuNCAN S. 0. GRANT, AsRistant Payrnastt1'. 
JEM MACKE, Native (King's Secreta-ry). 
TEKIATOWA, Interp1·cte1·. 

TENl\IATON. 

Before me: ED. H. M. DAVIS, 
Captain and Deputy Commissioner. 

[Inclosure 10 in No. 910.) 

RoY A LIST, a.t Tamwa Island, July 14, 1892. 
Kamudgi, native ofTnrawa, having been cautioned to speak the trnth, said: 
I have been on two or threP occasions to Kustel's honse with the late King's "·ife 

to buy gin. I did not go inside the house, but ·waited until she came out. I have 
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seen her carry it to the King. On one occasion she took $2 and brought away one big 
bottle and two f;mnll bottles of gin. 

On one occasion I got a revolver from Kustel's wife; it was broken, but I mended 
it. 

Witnesses: 
F. ST. L. LUSCOMBE, 

Lieutenant. 
TEKIATOWA, 

Inte11_Jreter. 
DUNCAN S. 0. GRANT, 

Assista·nt Paymaster. 

Before me: 

TEKAMATIE. 

ED. H. M. DAVIS, 
Captain Her Majesty's Ship Royalist, and Depntp Commissioner. 

[Inclosure 11 in No. ~10.] 

AT TARAWA, July 14, 1892. 
J ohu Herman Edward Meyer, having been sworn, stMed: 
About two months ago I saw Kustel give the King of 'l'arawa a glass of gin, which 

he drank. It is known throughout the island that Kustel has sold spirituous licpwr 
to the late King, the present King, and to Kamudgi, a chief, son of the present King. 
Kustel has solU ammunition and firearms to natives. About six months ago he sold 
some Winchester rifles, with ammunition, to the late King. I know Kustel sold a 
rifle to a native, Tauginou, a few months ago, for which he had not sufficient money 
to pay, so is now, to the best of my belief, paying in copra. 

E. MEYER. 
Witness: 

DUNCAN S. 0. GRANT, Assistant Paymaster. 
Before me: 

ED. H. M. DAVIS, 
Captain Her Majesty's Ship Royalist, and Deputy Commis~:~ioner. 

[Inclosure 12inNo.910.] 

Ext-ract from mimttes of_proceedings of a coU1·t helcl on Jnly 1f, 1892, on bom·cl Her Maj­
esty's ship Royalis-t, at Tm·awa Island, fo1· the trial of Eno, a native of Baratonga. 

4. For that he, the said Eno, did burn down the house of Jacob, a native of Tarawa. 

* 
He admitted the truth of the charges, but said 

charge, he was ordered to do it by Kustel. 

* 
* * 

Mr. Fostm· to Mr. Lincoln. 

* with reference to fourth 

ED. H. M. DAVIS, 
Captain. 

No. 1053.] DEP AR'l'MENT OF STATE, 
Washington, February 8, 1893. 

SIR: In May, 1892, in consequence of representations made by the 
Southern Pacific Company that its steamers plying between .New 
Orleans and Bluefields, Nicaragua, bad recently been subjected to an 
increase of port charges, the Government of the United States addressed 
that of Nicaragua inquiring the facts of the case and the grounds of 
the increase in question. The Nicaraguan minister for foreign affairs, 
Don Jorge Bravo, replied, under date of July 19, 1892, expressing 
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inability to make responsible reply and pointing out the anomalous 
state of things in the Mosquito Reservation owing to the claim of Her 
Majesty's Government to intervene, with more or less of indirection, as 
the protector or advocate of alleged rights of the 1\losquito Indians, 
and the eonsequent impediments to the exercise, by Nicaragua, of 
responsible acts of sovereignty in that quarter. For these reasons 
Senor Bravo announced the necessity of taking "measures near the 
court of St. James to the end that there may be given a practical 
meaning to the sovereignty which, according to the treaty of Mana­
gua, this Republic (Nicaragua) has in the Mosquito territory." 

Senor Bravo did, in fact, address a note* to Her Majesty's minister 
at Managua, under date of the 13th of September, 1892, of which a 
translation is annexed for your information. Mr. Audley Gosling 
replied, under date of October 14, 1892, announcing his reference to 
Senor Bravo's note to Lord Ro·sebery, and making, in the mea~while 
and before his lordRhip's opinion in the matter could reach him, sundry 
observations upon the points ·suggested by the Nicaraguan minister's 
note. A copy of this notet of Mr. Gosling is alRo appended hereto. 

I am somewhat at a loss to determin-e what weight, if any, should be 
attached to Mr. Gosling's utterances, being, as they confessedly are, 
voluntary. But Mr, Gosling's vi~w~ are in so many particulars erro­
neous as to demand passing consideration. 

It is unnecessary at this juncture to review the discussion in regard 
to the Mosquito Indians, which has for nearly half a century continued 
between the United States and British Governments. It will suffice to 
recall the elaborate presentation of the subject made by my predeces­
sor, Mr. Bayard, in his instruction to Mr. Phelps, No. 999, of November 
23,1888, a presentation which remain£ practically unanswered, since 
the acknowledgment thereofmade by the Marquis of Salisbury in his 
instruction to Mr. Ed wardes, of March 7, 1889, amounts to little more 
than exception to certain details of statement. It does indeed contain 
a declaration that Her Majesty'~ Government "'have no desire to 'assert 
a protectorate' in substance or in form, or anything in the nature of a 
protectorate," a declaration which would be valuable, and perhaps con­
clusive, were it not ohviously neutralized by the equally positive prior 
assertion of Great Britain's claim to remonstrate with Nicaragua in case 
of complaint by the Mosquito Indians that their rights are infringed 
by Nicaragua. 

The line of Mr. Bayard's argument culminates in showing that the 
arguments and pretensions of Great Britain lead to the assertion of 
the existence of imperiurn in imperio in Central. America. And yet this 
untenable doctrine of imperium in imperio is put forward by Mr. Gos­
ling as the ground and justification of his argument. His proposition 
is vitiated by the att~chment of a double meaning to one and the same 
word. He confounds the right of tribal self-government by the :).\'los­
quito Indians-that is, as defined by Article nr of the treaty of Mana­
gua, " tlw right of governing according to their own customs and 
according to any regulations which may from time to time be adopted 
by them not inconsistent with the sovereign rights of the Republic of 
Nicaragua, themselves and all persons residing wit.hin such district"­
with the functional attributeR of government pertaining to an autono­
mous anu internationaHy responsible commonwealth, and substitutes 
the one for the other at will. 

"For this inclosure see inclosure to No. 195, of September 28, 1892, from the mints· 
ter to Nicaragua, p. 170. 

t For this inclosure see inclosure to No. 235, of November 9, 1892, from the minis­
ter to Nicaragua, p. 173. 
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The tribal regimen of the Indians resident in the Mosquito Reserva­
tion, which is expressly exercisable only KO far as it may not be incon­
sistent with the sovereign rights- of Nicaragua, is in no wise such a 
government as a foreign sovereign state can look to or d~al with in de­
fense of its rights or in protection of its interests. Still less can it 
create such a state of facts as would authorize or render admissible 
the dependence of the rights and interests of a foreign sovereign state 
in respect of the region occupied by the :Mosquito Indians, upon the 
intervention Qf Great Britain with the Government of the sovereign 
and independent Republic of Nicaragua. . 

The statement tb~t the Mosquito Heservation is actually imperium 
in imperio is merely an empty phrase, void of meaning becalise resting 
on a logical fallacy, incompatible with the express stipulations of the 
treaty of Managua, and impossible of existence both as respects the 
sovereignty of Nicaragua an~ the sovereign rights of other states in 
their relations to 'Nicaragua .. 

Indeed, throughout the whole discussion for many years past it seems 
to have been overlooked on the part of Great Britain that the conces­
sions granted by Nicaragua are tribal, not territorial; and that the 
specified rights conferred are to be enjoyed by a particular community 
of indigenous Indians, tbu~ inuring to them and not to the territory 
assigned for their residence. The residence of other persons than 
J\'Iosquito Indians within the defined limits of the reservation imposes 
subjection to this tribal rule; it does not secure their exemption from 
Nicaraguan control. And a supposititious "Mosquitia" is not to be 
arbitrarily substituted for the territory allotteu to and reserved for 
the residence of the Mosquito Indians by the sovereign, with qualified 
liberty to live and regulate their domestic affairs therein according to 
the patriarchial customs usual among the aborigines. 

It is as impossible as it is inadmissible that a condition of things 
should exist in the Mosquito Reservation whereby the Indian denizens 
thereof shall assume to exercise, irresponsibly, a function of national 
government affecting the rights and interests of another sovereign 
power. It would be equally impossible and inadmissible were such 
governmental functions alleged to be responsibly exercised; for no 
sovereign power could hold intercourse with the Mosquito Indians as 
a responsible politjcal entity, and no claim of responsibility could be 
put forth by thoRe Iudians, under cover of tlte limited grant to them, 
without palpable invasion of the guaranteed sovereignty of Nicaragua. 

Following this erroneous line of argument, Mr. Gosling asserts that 
''the right of self-government" conceded to the Mosquito Indians by 
the Article III of the Treaty of J\fanagua would surely "cover the 
framing by them of port regulations whereby to insure the due main- · 
tenance and safety of the harbor at Blue:fields, the providing of lights 
and beacons, and the defraying of expenses of the police of that port," 
and adds: "According to my view, the question to be considered is, 
whether the levying of port dues referred to is inconsistent with the 
sovereign rights of Nicaragua; ·whether or not the collection of the 
said dues is not absolutely uecessary for the safety of navigation, and 
whetherthesupremegovernmenthas,in virtue of the treaty of Managua, 
the right to repudiate them." 

To this concluding proposition, as well as to the prefatory assertion 
above quoted, I am constrained to take exception. I do not admit 
that the claimed administrative functions flow from the conceded privi­
leges of tribal regimen, or that there can be question as to Nicaragua's 
right, as a supreme government, to repudiate them. The port of Blue-
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fields, like any other port within the defined limits of the reservation 
assigned for the dwelling of the Mosquito Indians, i3 for all purposes 
of international commerce a port of -the sovereign state of Nicaragua. 
The flag of Nicaragua floats there as the recognized symbol of supreme 
sovereignty. The foreign flag entering those ports can recc~nize no 
divided sovereignty, nor know any such governmental fiction as" Mos-
quUi&" · 

Should foreign rights be involved or foreign interests assailed in 
those ports, the foreign sovereign can look alone to the Republic of 
Nicaragua for redress. If there be question "whether or not the col­
lection of port dues is not absolutely necessary for the safety of navi­
gation," I hold that it is the prerogative of Nicaragua to determine 
the point~ and in the proper case to adjust and impose such dues. 

It is not to be overlooked that the treaty of Managua, although in 
the form of an agreement between Nicaragua and Great Britain by 
which the latter relinquished her claim to exercise a protectorate over 
the -Mosquito Indians in consideration of express gr·auts of privileges 
to those Indians by the territorial and political sovereign, is in fact a 
grant to the Mosquito Indians themselves; and that, thus conceded 
and stipulated, the grant can not be construed to conyey more than by 
reasonable construction may be assumed to have been within the 
intent of the grantor, and can in no wise be interpreted inconsistently 
with the express reservation of the grantor's inherent and indefeasible 
rights of sovereignty. 

I am not unmindful of the circumstance, which may perhaps be 
alleged, that Article vr of the arbitral decision of the Emperor of 
Austria provided that "tl1e Republic of Nicaragua is not entitled to 
regulate the trade of the Mosquito Indians, or to levy duties on goods 
imported into or exported from the territory reserved to the Mosquito 
Indians. That right belongs to the Mosquito Indians." As was 
declared by Mr. Bayard, in his dispatch of November 23, 1888, the 
Government of the United States was not a party to that agreement 
of arbitration, and is not bound by the award of the arbitrator. But, 
even admitting for the argument's sake that the award of the Emperor 
of Austria recognizes the competence of the tribal Indian community 
to levy import or export duties on goods, I submit that the scope of 
that power is expressly defined and limited to the Mosquito IndianR 
alone, subject always to the ultimate sovereignty of Nicaragua, and 
that its exercise may not be expanded to u~urp other usual and normal 
functions of sovereign government, such as those IlOW in question, 
neither inure to others than those UJ.10n whom it is specially conferred. 

If it be necessary to further pursue this aspect of the question, it 
· will suffice to observe that the apparent intendment of this dictum of 

the imperial arbitrator was to permit of the collection by the 1\'Ios­
q uito Indians of a revenue to meet the needs of their permitted tribal 
administration, antl does not cover the case of the exaction, by aliens 
residing within the limits of the reservation, of local port charges for 
purposes of local improvement which .are normally within the sole con­
trol of the territorial sovereign. 

For some fifty years past this matter of Great Britain's pretension to 
exercise a more or less direct intervention in the regulation of the 
internal functions of the Republic of Nicaragua has from time to time 
excited discussion. Settled, as was then supposed, by Great Britain's 
engagement, in the Olayton-Bulwer treaty, to abstain from assuming to 
make use of any then existing protection or alliance to the end of exer­
cising dominion over or colonizing the Mosquito coast, it revived, under 
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the protectoral pretensions of Great Britain, to be again ostensibly set­
tled by the treaty of Managua of 1860, whereby Her Majesty's Govern­
ment covenanted that its claimed protection over the Mosquito Indians 
should cease three months after the exchange of the ratifications 
thereof. Notwithstanding this seemingly final withdrawal of the Brit­
ish claims to intervention in the affairs of Nicaragua, the extent to 
which they were subsequently revived and asserted is apparent from 
the necessity of recourse to arbitration in 1879-'81. The question of 
the right and scope of Great Britain's claimed function of intervention 
in disputes between the Republic of Nicaragua and the Indians or other 
inhabitants of the Mosquito Reservation was brought before the arbi­
trator, and his formal award is silent upon this point. Resting, how­
ever, on a passage of the opinion or report upon which the award was 
based, and which purports to recognize the competency of Great Brit­
ain to insist upon the fulfillment of the stipulations of the treaty of 
Managua, Her Majesty's Government has since stretched its claim so 
far as to intervene to contest the exercise of so ·evidently sovereign a 
function as the regulation of postal communication in the Indian res­
ervation-as though it were possible to suppose that the phantasmic 
fiction styled " Mosquitia" were competent to enter into postal conven­
tions with soVereign powers and logically (or illogically, rather), with 
the territorial sovereignty of Nicaragua itself. 

The vagueness of even the traditional fiction of the exercise of a tri­
bal regimen by the Indian "government" of the Mosquito reservation 
is illustrated by the pointed fact that the town of Bluefields is to all 
intents and purposes a colony of aliens, for the most part J ama.icaus, 
in whose municipal administration of affairs no concurrence of the tribal 
chiefs of the reservation is apparent. Thus the right conceded to the 
Mosquito Indians by the treaty of Managua of governing, according to 
their own customs, themselves and all persons residing within the dis­
trict reserved to them has been perverted into the erection of an alien 
se~tlement at Bluefields, self-administered, internationa1l.Y irresponsi­
ble, as wholly withdrawn in fact from the indigenous tribal regimen of 
the Mosquito Indians as it seeks to withdraw itselffrom the sovereign 
control of Nicaragua, and prone to invoke British intervention in pro­
tection of its alien interests. It is scarc_ely necessary here to discuss 
how far this foreign and local self-control comports with the arbitral 
decision of the Emperor of Austria, which in each and every one of its 
six essential articles defines i'n terms the relations of the "Mosquito 
Indians," and none others. 

The United States can not look with favor upon any attempt, bow­
ever indirect, on the part of Great Britain, to render illusory the sov­
ereignty of the Republic of Nicaragua over the Mosquito Indians and the 
territory reserved for their dwelli11g. In the judgment of this Govern­
ment the provisions of the treaty of Managua, as construed by the arbi­
tral award of the Emperor of Austria, are explicit to obviate any mis­
apprehension or doubt as to the respective rights of Nicaragua and the 
Mosquito Indians, or as to the right of the Mosquito Indians themselves 
to impose their tribal customs and regimen upon any other residents 
within the reservation, so far as may not be incompatible with the sov­
ereignty of Nicaragua. Moreover, the attributes and powers of sover­
eignty are so unquestionably established under the law of nations as to 
leave no just ground for doubting or contesting the ultimate rights of 
Nicaragua as territorial sovereign. Hence, the Government of the 
United States must hold that to Nicaragua, and to Nicaragua alone, it 
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must look for settlement of any international questions affecting any 
part of the territory of Nicaragua. 

You will communicate this dispateh to the Earl of Rosebery by read­
ing it to him, and should he so desire, furnishiug him with a copy. 

I am, etc., 
JOHN W. FOSTER. 

JJir. Lincoln to JJfr. Foster. 

No. 916.] LEGA'l'ION OF THE UNr.rED STATES, 
London, Febr~tary 13, 1893. (Received February 27.) 

SIR: I have the honor to inelose an applieation for a passport made 
to-day by Anthony William Iby, which I have felt it to be my duty to 
decline to grant, unless you shall deem it proper to instruet me other­
wise. 

It appears from his application that Mr. Iby, who was born in Ron­
mania in 1863, emigrated to the United States at the age of 15, with 
his father, whom he calls an Austrian su~ject, and who soon returned 
to Europe, and that, having resided uninterruptedly inN ew York from 
1882 to 1888, he was naturalized in December of the latter year, and 
the next month left the United States and is domieiled with a perma­
nent residence in London. He gives his intention of returning to 
resume the duties of citizenship within a year. 

Upon reference to a former application of Mr. Iby (No. 473, of Janu­
ary 10, 1891), upon which a passport was issued to him by this lega­
tion;it will b~ seen that he then made oath of his intention to return 
"within two years." He was, in consequence of this, specially interro­
gated, upon which it appeared that he was in 1888 in the service of a 
New York branch of the English firm of William Harland & Son, of 
Merton, Surrey (varnish manufacturers), and that he came to England 
to enter their service here, by transfer,as their traveling representatjve. 
for the · continent of Europe, and that he has no relations or property 
or business interests in the United States. It was clear from his con­
versational statement of his affairs that his sworn statement of two 
years ago as to his intention to return to the United Stat~s within two 
years was, to say the least, inconsistent with his then existing purpose 
to continue indefinitely in. the foreign business employment in which he 
has been engaged for the past four years; and I have no doubt that his 
present statement as to his intention is to be described in the same way. 
I am satisfied that, while he would probably seek employment in the 
United States if he lost his present connection, he has no settled pur­
pose of ever returning to the United States as a place of residence, if it 
is to be done at the cost of ab<tJndoning that connection. No doubt it 
would be a most desirable and acceptable advancement for him to be 
put in charge of the New York branch of the business, but I think the 
same would be true as to its Paris and l\'Iilan branches. 

It is perhaps worthy of note that his naturalization paper is dated 
December 21,1888, and that he departed from the United States under 
a passport issued by the Department the next day (No. 237 51). He is 
one of a class whose value as polyglot employes of European business 
houses is greatly increased by the immunity fl'om military service given 
by our passport, aud who, I think, consider it the ouly benefit of their 
citizenship. 

I have, etc., 
ROBER'l' T. LINCOLN. 
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111r. Lincoln. to .1lfr. Foster. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
London, February 28, 1893. (Received Marcll13.) 

SIR: Referring to your instruction numbered 1027, of the 11th ultimo, 
I have the houor to inclose herewith copies of a note which I addressed 
to the Earl of Rosebery on the 9th instant, and of his lordship's reply, 
with respect to the land claim of Mr. W. Webster in New Zealand. 

In an interview with his lordship on the 15th instant, I had called 
his personal attention to the subject and had spoken briefly upon the 
difficult situation of Mr. Webster when he was led into writing the let­
ter, which~ in my view, was really only an expression of trust in the 
fair dealing of the land tribunal as to the good faith of his purchases, 
but was by the New Zealand authorities seized upon as an abandon­
ment of his actual citizenship and estopping him from asserting his 
rights thereunder. 

I have not understood that I was to propose an arbitration in the first 
Instance, and as the claim is being reconsidered, it would seem to be a 
subject for later consideration, if necessary. 

I have, etc., 
RonERT T. LINCOLN. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 931.] 

M1·. Lincoln to Lm·d Rosebery. 

LEGA'FION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
London, Februa1'.1J 9, 1893. 

MY LORD: With reference to the note of Marquis of Salisbury, ofAugust l8, 1891, 
relative to the claim of WH1iam Webster, growing out of the alleged wrongful 
deprivation of lands owned by him in New Zealand, I have again the honor, under 
the instructions of the Secretary of the State, to bring the subject of a consideration 
of Mr. Webster's claim to the attention of Her Ma,jesty's Government, and to say 
that my Government is unable to admit the validity of the ground upon which was 
put, in the above-mentioned note, the declination of Her Majesty's Government to 
consider the claim as that of an Ameriean citizen entitled to the proteetion of the 
principle as to land claim~ of foreigners in New Zealand, which was announced by 
Lord Aberdeen to Mr. Everett on February 10, 1844, as that which was to control the 
administration of the then newly organized colony. 

The declination I have referred to was based upon the proposition, as stated, that 
Mr. Webster voluntarily accepted the conditions imposed upon him by Governor 
Fitzroy in 1841, and submitted his claims as a British subject under the colonial 
ordinance of tbatyear, and it is my duty to represent to your lordship that, in the view 
of my Government, this proposition is not supported by the uncontroverted facts in 
the case. 

Mr. Webster is a native-born citizen of the United States, and has never in any 
manner renounced that status. Having acquired lands in good faith from the 
natives of New Zealand, he was, with all other foreigners, upon the assumption of 
sovereignty over that country by Her Britannic Majesty, ordered to present his 
claims to land for the consideration of the new colonial authorities, and he presented 
claims distinctly and formally asserting his American citizenship. Upon this a let­
ter was written to him, demanding that he should distinctly state whether he 
claimed as a British subject or as an American citizen. 

By his reply he left himself resting upon his former distinct assertion of his Amer­
ican citizenship, and said in effect he was willing to trust the decision of the bona 
:fides of his land claims to the tribunal before which he, as were all other foreigners, 
was compelled by public order to appear. This tribunal admitted the bona fides of 
his purchasers as to many thousands of acres of land, and then applied to him an 
arbitrary rule, which, if enforceable against British subjects, was not properly 
enforceable against foreigners. This arbitrary rule was that no claim should be 
recognized for more than 2~560 acres of land without the special authorization of the 
governor in council; and it is the view of my Government that, by its enforcement 
against Mr. Webster, he was wrongfully deprived by the New Zealand Government 
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of many thousands of acres of land, the title of which was lawfully vested in him, 
and that this deprivation was an admini::;trative act in clear disregard of the assur­
ance given by Lord Aberdeen in the premises to Mr. Everett. 

Since the above mentioneu note of Lord Salisbury, the subject has been reexam­
ined by the Committee on Foreign Relations of the Senate of the United States, and 
I have the honor to inclose, aml to invite your lordship's consideration of, a copy of 
the report of that Committee, which gives, m11ch more fully than I have at.tempted 
to do, the grounds upon which my Government find themselves unable to assent to 
the disposition of Mr. Webster's case inclicate(l in Lord Salisbury's note. 

I venture to express the hope that the examination of these grounds will cause 
Her Majesty's Government to reconsider this case, and to take a more favorable view 
of it than t.hey have heretofore done. 

I have, etc., 
ROBERT T. LINCOLN. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 931.] 

Lord Rosebe1·y to M1·. Lincoln. 

FOREIGN OFFICE, February 25, 1893. 
Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 9th instant 

respecting the the land claim of Mr. W. Webster in New Zealand, in which you 
forward a report on the case, by the Committee on Foreign Relations of the Senate 
of the United States, and ask that the decision arrived at with regard to it by Her 
Majesty's Government may be reconsidered. 

I h;we to state in reply that a fresh communication on the subject was made to 
the Government of New Zealand in August last; that their attention will be again 
called to it; and that, on the receipt of their reply I will consiuer the matter in con­
sultation with the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

I have, etc., 

No. 1090.] 

ROSEBERY. 

Mr. Wharton to 1l1r. Lincoln. 

DEPARTMEN'l' OF STATE, 
Washington, March 2, 1893. 

SIR: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your No. 910, (Jf the 13th 
ultimo, 1·elative to the application for a passport made to you by Mr. 
Antony William Iby. 

lVIr. Iby, son of a Roumanian subject, is stated to have come to the 
United States at the age of 15 and to have been duly naturalized in 
December, 1888, when 25 years old. Quitting the United States in 
January, 1889, he has since been domiciled in London wi:th apparBnt 
permanence. On the occasion of applying for a passport, January 10, 
1891, 1\ir. Iby declared his intention to return to the United States 
''within two years." That time having elapsed, he now declares his 
intention to return "within a year." His employment is that of a 
traveling agent for a British manufacturing· firm, in whose service he 
was for a time in their New York branch office. He has~o relations, 
property, or business interests in the United States, and the personal 
interrogatories made by you suggest doubt as to the bona fides of his 
declared intentions to take up his residence in the United States 
"witbin a year." 

While Mr. Iby's case is free from the detrimental features which 
often surround the case of a naturalized citizen returning to dwell in 
the country of his origin it is not especially commended to favorable 
consideration by the facts of his commercial association and personal 
interests. The Department is always well disposed toward those of 
our citizens who sojourn abroad in representation of American commer-
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cial interests, but Mr. Iby's employment is not American, and even 
were he to be put in charge of the N:ew York branch of the present 
English house, as is suggested, his agency would be still foreign, and 
his American citizenship of no special ad vantage to him or to his princi­
pals, whereas, as you point out, it is now of diRtinct benefit to him in 
his trade of traveling agent on the continent. 

It is the long-standing rule of the Department that an applicant's 
declared purpose to return to the U nitecl States should be made satis­
factorily apparent, and not be conspicuously negatived by the attendant 
facts of his sojourn abroad. Tested by this rule, l\'Ir. Iby's case very 
naturally suggests the doubts you express. 

Nevertheless, if he should satisfy you of good grounds for his pur­
pose to return within a year, a passport may be issued, with the distinct 
intimation that should not his intentions be more practically executed 
at the end of that term than they have proved to be on the expiration 
of his previously announced term of two years, fnrther rooewal can not 
be granted by your legation. The best proof of intention in such cases 
is its execution. 

I am, etc., 

No. 931.} 

WILLIA~I F. WH.All,TON, 
Acting Secretary. 

llfr. Lincoln to llfr. Foster. 

LEGA'l'ION OF 'l'HE UNITED STATES, 
London, 11-farch 3, 1893. (Received March 15.) 

SIR: With reference to-J\fr. Foster's dispatch No. 1053, of the 8th 
ultimo, regarding British pretensions with reference to the Mosquito 
Reservation in Nicaragua, I have the honor to acquaint you that on 
the 1st instant I called upon Lord Rosebery at the foreign office and 
communicated the above-mentioned dispatch to his lordship by read­
ing it to him and, at his request, leaving a copy with him. 

His lordship did not go into the subject further than to say that it 
would have his attention at once. 

I have, etc., 
RonER'l' T. LINCOLN. 

JJfr. Lincoln to 1Jfr. Foster. 

No. 935.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
London, Mcwch 3, 1893. (Received March 15.) 

SIR: Referring to Mr. Foster's instruction No. 10.'34, of January 17, 
in regard w concurrent action in certain cases of the representatives 
of the United States aud of Great Britain at Constantinople, I have 
the honor to acquaint you that in the course of a conversation with 
Lord Rosebery, on the 15th of February last, I mentioned the subject 
to him and expressed the hope that he would find it proper to instruct 
Her Majesty's ambassador at Constantinople to cooperate with our 
miniRter as occasion may require in guarding the rights of American 
and British residents, and that his lordship indicated his willingness 
to do so at once and made 'a memorandum for himself. 

I have, etc., 
RoBER'!' T. LINCOLN. 

F R--21 
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Mr. Gresham to Mt·. Bayard. 

[Telegram.] 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, June 24, 1893. (Received June 24.) 

Convey to Her Majesty expression of the heartfelt sorrow of the Pres­
ident and the people of the United States by reason of the appalling 
catastrophe to the Victoria. 

GRESHAM. 

M1·. Bayard to Mr. Greshan~. 

[Telegram.] 

El\iBASSY OF 1'HE UNITED STATES, 
London, June 25, 1893. 

Have just received following telegram from the Queen: 
The AMBASSADOR OF THE UNITED STATES, London: 

I thank you most sincerely for the kind message you have conveyed to me from the 
President on the occasion of the terrible catastrophe in the Mediterranean and the 
loss of the Victoria with so many brave officers and men, including one distinguished 
aclmiral. Pray assure the President that I am much touched and most grateful for 
his kind sympathy on this sad occasion. 

No. 25.] 

V.R. 
BAYARD. 

]Jfr. Bayard to Mr. Gresha.m. 

EMBASSY OF THE UNI1'ED STATES, 
London, July 12, 1893. (Received July 22.) 

SIR: Referrmg to Mr. Foster's instruction numbered 988, of Decem­
ber 7, to Mr. White's dispatch of January 4, numbered 885; and to lVIr. 
·Lincoln's dispatch, No. 910, of February 7 last, I have the honor to 
inclose herewith the copy of a note which I have received from the 
Barl of Rosebery; transmitting a report which has been received from 
Capt. Davis of Her :Majesty's ship Royalist, relative to the charges made 
against him by Mr. Kustel. 

Copies of this report and of the petition referred to in Lord Rose­
bery's note are also inclosed. 

It is a cause of regret that a claim so groundless should ever have 
been presented. 

I have, etc., 
T. F. BAYARD. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 25.] 

Lorcl Rosebery to M1·. Bayarcl. 

FOREIGN OFFICE, July 4, 1893. 
Sm: With reference to my note to Mr. Lincoln of the 1st of Pebruary last, I have 

the honor to transmit to your excellency, herewith, copy of a report which has been 
received fi·om Capt. Davis, R. N., explaining the action taken by him during his 
recent cruise in the Gilbert Islands, and replying to the charges which have been 
made against him by Mr. Knstel. 
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I inclose, also, copy of the pet,ition alluded to in the report, as having been pre­
sented to Capt. Davis by traders at Bntaritari, and which bears the signatures of 
four citizens of the United States, including that of .Mr. Kustel himself. 

I feel confident that upon a perusal of these papers the U. S. Government will 
share the opinion of Her .Ma~jesty's Government, that the explanation offered by 
Capt. Davis is perfectly sa.tisfactory, and that there is no ground on which to take 
exception to his proceedings as regards .Mr. Kustel. 

I have, etc., 
ROSEllERY. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 25.] 

A. Wilson ct al. to Cctpt. Davis. 

BUTARI'I'ARI, ,Jaly 7, 1892. 
MY DEAR SIR: We, the undersigned, respectfully petition yon, now that the Gil­

bert Islands are under the protection of the British Govemment, to further promote 
the welfare of this and other islands by using your inflnence with the proper authori­
ties to have appointetl here a resident to take charge of the necessary alterations for 
the better government of these islands. 

We have all reason to believe that after yonr departure th~ King may prove him­
self quite unfit to act in accordance with your instructions and to correct and carry 
out the many changes that a1·e necessary. 

We, therefore, beg you, if possible, to leave with us one with some authority to 
whom we may refer. If that can not be done we take the liberty of asking yon to· 
kindly further our wishes by doing what you can to have matters kept in better 
order. We might venture to suggest that as we pay so high a tax to the King for 
which we receive little or no benefit it would not be inconsistent with such a state 
of things to pay at least half of the tax to any one resident here representing Her 
Majesty's Government. 

Hoping that we have nut presumetl too much in asking these favors, 
We have, etc., 

A. WILSON, 
C. WAN-SAN, 
0. THOMSEN, 
BEN, his x mark, 
J. F. LUTTHELL. 

[Inclosure 3 in No. 25.] 

G. TUCHT-FELDT, 
W. M. McMILLAN, 
A. G. KUSTEL, 
c. H. BAER, 

Gilbert Islands, t892. Further1Ja1·ticulars connected 'With complaint aga,inst Albert K1tstel, 
an .Am.erioan trade'l', 

HER MAJESTY'S SHIP ROYALIST, 
Sydney, March 26, 1893. 

Sm: I have to acknowledge the receipt of admiralty letter M, 872, No. 28, of 2d 
Pebrnary, 1893, with yonr minutes thereon. 

Having in my letter No. 24, of 1892, which was forwarded to the commander in 
chief at Sidney on 9th September, fully r eported the details of this case, I can only 
suppose my complaint had not reacheu the U. S. Government at the time of their 
commuuic~ting what appears to be a charge against me brought by Kustel instead 
of what I might have expected, a reply to my complaint, made some months previ­
ously, against that man. 

I would here mention that during my cruise in Gilbert Group I listened to and 
endeavored to settle amicably the complaints of traders, irrespective of nationality, 
and natives alike-no matter of how long standing-knowing how seldom men-of-war 
visited these islands. I even went so far as to aiel traders to recover their debts 
from the natives. 

I beg to make the following remarks upon Albert Kustel's complaint, dated 
Butaritari, June 11 (probably meant fc.· .July 11, as my interYiew with him took 
place on 8 July). (a.) My reason for req1.1esting Kustel to meet me at the King's 
house instead of on board the Royalist was especially to avoid any semblance of 
a trial being attached to my interview with him, concerning the complaint made 
by the native of Tarawa and reported in writing by the Rev. Mr. A. C. Walkup, 
American missionary in charge of Gilbert Island work. 

• 

• 
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(b) On meeting Kustel at the King's house, as he states. I read the complaint, 
also the evidence of Peter Gmnt, a citizen of the United States (not a Swede, as 

• stated by Kustel). He acknowledged the accounts to be correct, with the exception 
named-and to Grant's evidence-that he did not swear, as he never made use of bad 
language. I distinctly told Kustel that, though this had occurred before the British 
flag was hoisted, it had been reporte<l after, and that I was anxious to give him the 
opportunity of settling the affair amicably; and, as he acknowledged committing 
the assault, I asked what reparation he proposed to make. He :1sked what I meant, 
and I suggested that he should make a monet:1ry compensation. He demurred and 
then offered $10. I told him that I did not consider that sufficient compensation for 
pointing :1 loaded revolver at a man and threatening to shoot him. He said he did 
not intend to shoot him. I replied I did not believe he did. I said the native had 
acted very rightly in reporting the case to a man-of-war, and not taking the law 
into his own hands; and tb.at, had this assault occurred in the Solomon Islands, 
where I had recently been, the natives would probably have murdered him. I also 
reminded him that all whites living on these islands were doing so on the sufferance 
of the natives. He refused to make further compensation and requested it might be 
referred to his Government, which I said should be done. I then read him a copy of 
a letter I had left at Tarawa for him on June 8 (an inclosure to my letter No. 24, 
No. 3, p. 114, printed report). 

• 

(c) Throughout this interview I neither swore nor m:1de use of blasphemous bn­
guage of any description. Long experience in the islands bas shown me the neces­
sity of having a witness always present when m:1king inquiries or interviewing 
traders. I was particularly careful on this occasion, Mr. Grant, assistant paymaster 
of this ship, being present. 

(d) I made no reference to his articles, did not comment on his authority or power 
to retain his crew, or make any reference to English law concerning the same. This 

'latter must appear improbable, as the assault in question occurred some months pre­
vious to the assumption of the British protectorate. 

(e) I again emphatically deny having made this a trial, or allowed Kustel to think 
it was one. 

(f) The testimony of witnesses attached to my letter No. 246 of 1892, and addi- · 
tional evidence inclosed (which appears in my letter No. 26 of 1892, "Trial of Eno") 
will, I think, conclusively prove the falsity of the statement sv,rorn to Ly Kustel. 

(g) ·whilst of opinion that Tarawa would be benefited by Kustel's absence there­
from, I macle no allusion whatever to him concerning it; and if~ as he states, the 
Germans or any other . traders are seeking to control the trade of the island by 
driving him from it, I am not at all surprised, as the opinion held by all the traders 
was that the civH war, which was in progress at the time of my visit, w:1s only :pro­
longed by the sale of arws, ammunition, and liquor to the king's party by Kustel; 
this, of course, was within his rights, but the same U!pplied to all other traders on 
the island, except British; but they, seeing the disastrous effect to trade caused by 
their sale, agreed to forego this privilege. 

In conclusion, I emphatically state that not only had I no reason to be lwstile to 
American subjects in the group, but that my action was the reverse, as exemplified in 
my letter, dated 8th September, 1892, to the consul for the United States of Amer­
ica at Sydney, and in hi~:~ reply (inclosure to Royal-ist's letter No. 30 of 1892, p. 146, 
printed repmt); also in the dealings I had with many other citizens of the United 
States, traders in the group, involving questions between them and the natives, 
and vice veTsa-and whom I feel confident do not entertain the same opinion of my 
actions or views regarding United States citizens as held by Kustel. 

With reference to the petition presented to me by traders at Butaritari (vide 
Royalist's letter No. 36 of 1892) I would draw attention to the fact that of the nine 
signatures attached thereto four, including A. J. Kustel's, are those of citizens of 
the Unitecl States. 

I shall be glad to be informed that the unjust and untruthful aspersions cast on my 
conduct by Kustel and backed up in the strongest terms by the U. S. legation are 
not shared in by Her Majesty's Government. 

I have, etc., 

[Inclosure 4 in No. 25.] 

Deposition of Jacob. 

ED. H. 1\f. DAVIS, 
Captain . 

ROYALIST, Tamwa Island, July 15, 1892. 
Jacob, a native of Tarawa, having Leen cauti~ned to speak the truth, s:1id: 
About one year and a half ago, I wanted to work on board Kustel's schooner fm 

$10 a month pay. Kustel said he would give me $5. I said I would not go for that 
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amount. Kustel caught bold of my hand and forced me to sign a paper, saying I 
would work on board the schooner for one month at $5. I went and stopped one 
week. I told Kustel I wanted to go down the coast and get my clothes, and I went, 
telling him I would return; but that I did not do. I stopped at my place for about 
a week, when one night I saw Eno, a Honolulu native, go to my house and burn it 
down. I was too much afraid to speak to him. Tern Macke also saw Eno burn my 
house down. I have not spoken to Kustel or Eno about it-being afraid to. I did 
not tell the king about it. 

·witnesses: 
8. BEAUMONT, Lieutenant, 
TEKIATOWA, Interp1'eter. 
DuNCANS. 0. GRANT, Assistant Pay1nastm·. 

Before me: 

JACOB (his X mark). 

ED. H. M. DAVIS, 
Captain and Deputy C01nmissionm•. 

[Inclosure 5 in No. 25.] 

Depos-ition of Tem Macke. 

ROYALIST, la1·awa Island, July 15, 1893. 
Tern Macke, a native of Tarawa, having been cautioned to speak the truth, said: 
I know Jacob. About one year and a half ago I saw Eno burn Jacob's house down. 

It was done because Jacob did not work in Kustel's ship, I think. I was by myself 
at the time. I did not tell anyone about what I saw. 

Witnesses: 
S. BEAUMONT, Lientenant. 
'l'EKIATOWA, InteJ]J?'eter. 
DUNCAN S. 0. GRANT, Assistant Paymasfm'. 

Before me: 

TEM MACKE. 

ED. H. ·M. DAVIS, 
Captain and Deputy Commissioner. 

r rExtmct jf'Om minutes of a COU?'t held f01' tf'ial of Eno, a Bt·itish subject (native of Ra?·a­
tonga), tmding for Albm·t Kustel, an AnLerican subject.-Ed. H. M. Davis, captain.] 

4. For that the said Eno did burn down the house of Jacob, a native of Tarawa. 

* 
Tbe statements of tbe natives referred to in the charges having been read, the 

accused was asked whether he admitted or denied the truth of them. He admitted 
the truth of the charges, but said * * * with reference to the 4th charge, he 
was ordered to do it by Kustel. 

ED. H. M. DAVIS, 
Captain H. M. S. Royalist, and one of Hm· Majesty's Depnty Comrnissionm"s. 

No. 34.] 

lJfr. Bctyarcl to ]}fr. Gresham. 

EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STA~ES, 
London, July 22, 1893. (Received July 31.) 

SrR: I have the honor to inclose herewith a copy of a letter which I 
have received from our minister at Constantinople, requesting me to 
ask Her Majesty's Government to allow the British consul-general at 
Sofia to take charge of American interests in Bulgaria, and I beg to 
inquire whether it be your desire that I should comply with Mr. Ter­
rell's request. 

I have, etc., 
T. F. BAYARD. 
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[Inclosure in No. 34.] 

Mr. Ten-ell to Ml'. Baya.rd. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
Constantinople, July 8, 1899. 

SIR: I have received a letter from the American residents of Bulgaria· requesting 
me to take the steps which are necessary in order that the newly appointed British 
consul-general in Sofia may act as American representative in Bulgaria, his prede­
cessors having for many yea_rs kindly looked after American interests in that country. 
I therefore respectfully request that you will ask the forejgn office in London to 
allow the British consul-general iR Sofia to act as American representative, and 
that you will request the foreign office to issue its instructions accordingly; the 
above preliminary steps being necessary before I obtain the vizieralletter from the 
Sublime Porte sanctioning such intervention. 

I have, etc., 

No. 88.] 

Mr. Arlee to Mr. Bayard. 

A. W. TERRELL, 
E. E. AND M. P. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, July 25, 1893. 

SIR: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch numbered 
25, of the 12th instant, in relation to the complaint of Mr. A. J. Kustel, 
against Capt. E. H. M. Davis, of Her Magesty's ship Royalist~ 

Copy of Capt. Davis's report has been sent to Mr. Kustel, with 
the information that as he was not in fact tried, as he alleges, his com­
plaint fails in its essential point and is, therefore, dropped. 

I am, etc. 

No. 93.] 

ALVEY A. ADEE, 
Acting Secretary. 

Mr. Adee to Mr. Bayard. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, August 1, 1893. 

SIR: Referring to your No. 34, of the 22d ultimo, you are instructed 
to request Lord Rosebery to permit the new British consul-general at 
Sofia to continue the good offices heretofore so courteously and effi­
ciently extended in behalf of our citizens in Bulgaria by }fr. ~icolas 
Roderick O'Conor. 

The Department has advised our minister at Constantinople of this 
instruction. 

I am, etc., 

No. 49.] 

ALVEY A. ADEE, 
.Acting Secreta'l'y. 

Mr. Bayard to Mr. Gresham. 

EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES, 
London, August 22, 1893. (Received September 2.) 

SIR: Referring to your instruction, numbered 93, of 1st instant, I 
have the honor to inclose herewith copies of notes exchanged between 
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the foreign office and myself, relative to the protection of citizens of the 
United States in Bulgaria. 

You will observe that instructions will at once be sent to Mr. Dering, 
Her Majesty's agent and consul-general at Sofia, to continue to our 
citizens in Bulgaria the same protection that was afforded by his prede­
cessor, Mr .. O'Conor. 

I have, etc., 
T. F. BAYARD. 

[Ir.closure 1 in No. 49.] 

Mr. Bayard to Lotd Rosebery. 

EMBASSY OF '!'HE UNITED S1'ATE8, 
London, August 16, 1893. 

MY LORD: I have the honor, in accordance with instructions from my Govern­
ment, to ask your lordship to be so good as to permit Mr. Dering, Her Majesty's agent 
and consul-general at Sofia, to continue, during the absence of a representative of 
the United States, the good offices so courteously and efficiently extended to citizens 
of the United States by his predecessor, Mr. O'Conor. 

I have, etc., 
T. F. BAYARD. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 49.] 

M1·. Sande1·son to M1·. Bayard. 

FOREIGN OFFICE, August 21, 189:'1. 
YouR ExCELLENCY: In answer to your letter of the 16th instant, I have pleasure 

in informing you that instructions will be at once sent to Mr. Dering, Her Majesty's 
agent and consul-general at Sofia, to continue the same protection to United States 
citizens in Bulgaria as was afforded by Mr. O'Conor, his predecessor. 

I have, etc., [In the absence of the Earl of Rosebery.] 
T. H. SANDERSON. 

Mr. Bayard to Mr. G1·esham. 

No. 70.] EMBASSY OF 1'HE UNITED STATES, 
London, September 26, 1893. (Received October 6.) 

SIR: I have the honor to submit, at the request of the applicant at 
this embassy for a passport, the case of Fielder J. Hiss, who claims 
to be a native of the State of Maryland, born in the city of Baltimore 
in the year 1851 of American parentage. 

I inclose herewith a written statement, prepared at this embassy upon 
the personal information of Mr. Hiss, and upon considering which I 
have not felt warranted in issuing to him a passport; and as to this he 
now desires to obtain the decision of the Secretary of State. 

Mr. Hiss presented a passport duly issued by the State Department 
at Washington on April22, 1886, and from the visas indorsed thereon 
he appears to have used the passport to visit the island of Cuba dur­
ing the same year, but not otherwise. 

Mr. Hiss states that his domicile is here in London, where be has 
brought his family to reside since April, 1892; that he has here em­
barked in business, and is the treasurer and general manager of an 
English company, and has no intention ever to return to the United 
States, there to reside or perform the duties of citizenship. 
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Mr. Hiss did not come away from the United States, nor is he now, 
in the service of that Government; nor is he the agent of .American 
interests nor connected therewith in any manner that requires his 
residence abroad on that account. 

The forms of application presented and furnished by the State 
Department for a passport by a native being submitted to Mr. Hiss, 
he stated his unwillingness and inability to subscribe to the averments 
of his being domiciled in the United States or having a permanent res­
idence there, or that he intended at any time to return to the United 
States with the purpose of residing and performing the duties of citi-
zenship therein. · 

Thereupon I declined to issue to him a passport, regarding all the 
above-recited averments- to be essential regulations, prescribed after 
careful consideration and in the high discretion of the Executive, as 
interpreted by the Department of State. 

I do not think it necessary to burden this despatch with citations 
of authorities or statutes to show that indefinite residence abroad was 
never contemplated, hut, on the contrary, the limitation of two years 
from the date of a passport is expressly placed upon the power of 
affixing· visas; nor to do more than reaffirm what our highest authorities 
have stated to be "a maxim of international law," that the acquisition 
of a permanent domicile at once impresses the national character of 
the country of that domicile. 

The second volume of Wharton's Digest of International !Jaw con­
tains abundant citation of authorities, political and judicial, all of 
which sustain this rule. In the Supreme Court of the United States 
the case of the Venus (in 8 Oranch) is a leading authority upon the law 
of permanent domicile and its consequences . 

.Among the cases that have arisen I can recall none that more clearly 
excludes the right of an applicant for a passport on any ground of law, 
public policy, and well-defined regulations than that now in question. 

It is well that our countrymen should be reminded from time to time 
of the mutual dependency and correlation of allegiance and protection, 
and that each is the natural compensation for the other. When a man 
voluntarily leaves his native country, settles himself in a foreign com­
munity, embarks his property in business under its laws, making his 
permanent domicile there, and furthermore expressfy declares he has 
no intention to return to his native country to resume his residence and 
perform the duties of citizenship, he has practically abandoned his 
allegiance, and with it the right to claim protection from the Govern­
ment from which he has so alienated himself and withheld hi5 support. 

I have, etc., 
T. F. BAYARD. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 70.] 

Memorandurn in the case of M1·. Ji~ielder J. Hiss' application jo1· a passpm·t. 

Mr. Hiss produces a passport duly jssued by the State Department and dated 
April 22, 1886: Also a Jetter from Messrs. J. S. Morgan & Co., identifying him as 
haviug been recommended to them by their Philadelphia agentR. Also an affidavit 
(returned to him to Le lodged with the Sun Life Assurance Society of London) 
sworn to by Mary J. Hiss, beCore Thomas M. Dobbin, notary public at Baltimore, on 
31st of January, 1893, affirming his Lirth as below stated. Mr. Hiss is willing to 
swear that hjs name is :Fielder J. Hiss, and that he was born at Baltimore Md., on 
on abont the 30th of June, 1851; that his father was a native citi)'.en of the United 
St[ttes; that he is the bearer of a passport, No. 5435, issued by the Department of 
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State on April22, 1886, and that he came abroad with his family on the 27th day of 
April, 1892. 

He is now sojourning at 75 Wilberforce Road, Fins burg Park, London, and ha.ving 
at first come over to represent American friends, yet now he is acting as treasurer 
and general manager of the Henry Allen Company, a limited English company which 
he helped to organize, being merchants in iron ore and ship brokers, with their 
offices at 4 St. Mary Axe E. C., London. 

Mr. Hiss states that there is a small property in trust for him in Baltimore on 
which taxes are paid, and also that his p1·esent intention is never to 1·eturn. to the United 
States to 1·eside or pmjm·m the other duties of citizenshi]J. 

Having been unable to obtain a passport, to prop€'rly :fill out the forms of applica­
tion, owing to the reason underlined above, Mr. Hiss requests that his case be sub­
mitted to the Department of State, in order that he may know his status, as he 
desires, notwithstanding his residence abroad, to retain his citizenship in the United 
States. 

Upon reading the blank form provided by the State Department for native appli­
cants for passports, Mr. Hiss stated his unwillingness to sign such an application, 
unless the averments that "he was domiciled in the United States, his permanent 
residence being at, etc.," and that "he intended to return to the Uniteu States within 
* * * with the purpose of residing,'' etc., were omitted. 

EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES AT LONDON, Septernber 20, 1893. 

No. 154.] 

][r. Gresharn to Mr. Bayard. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, October 9, 1893. 

SIR: Acknowledging the receipt of your dispatch No. 70 of the 26th 
ultimo, I have to inform you that your course in declining to issue a 
passport to Mr. Fielder J. Hiss is approved by the Department. Your 
statements show conclusively that be has voluntarily transff;rred his 
domicil to England, that he does so permanently, and that he has no 
intention to resume here the resident obligations of citizenship. He 
does tb.is, not in representation of any American interest, but to iden­
tify himself with British interests. These facts completely negative 
the applicants' rigllt to an American passport. 

I am, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 

CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE BRITISH EMBASSY AT 
WASHINGTON. 

Sir Julian Pauncefote to Mr. Foster. 

BRITISH LEGATION, 
Wa,shington, February 20, 1893. (Received February 20.) 

SIR: At the request of the governor-general of Canada, I have the 
honor to inclose herewith a copy of an order in council, which was pub­
lished in the official Canada Gazette on the 13th instant, _ making cer­
tain amendments in the tariff of tolls in force on the canals in Canada. 

I have, etc., 
JULIAN P AUNCEFOTE. 
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[Tnclosnre.] 

PRIVY COUNCIL, CANADA. 

kr THE GOVERNMENT HOUSE AT OTTOWA, 
. Monday, February 13, 1893. 

Present, his excellency the governor-general, in council. 
His excellency having hacl under considemtion the tariff of tolls on the canals of 

the Dominion, is pleased to order in virtue of the powers vested in him by chapter 
37 of the Revised Statutes entitled" An act respecting the department of railways 
and canals," and by and with the advice of the Queen's privy council for Canada, 
that the following amendments shall be and the same are hereby made to the tariff 
of tolls in force on the said canals, viz: 

For the season of 1893, the canal tolls for the passage of the following food prod­
ucts, wheat, Indian corn, peas, barley, rye, oats, flaxseed and buckwheat, for 
passage eastward throngh the W elland Canal he 10 cents per ton; and for passage 
eastward through the St. Lawrence Canals only, 10 cents per ton; payment of the 
said toll of 10 cents per ton for passage through the Weiland Canal to entitle these 
products to free passage through the St. Lawrence canals. 

JoHN J. McGEE, 
Clerk of the P1·ivy Council. 

JJ[r. Foster to Stir Julian Pa,uncejote. 

DEPARTMENT OF S~l'.A.TE, 
Washington, February 21, 1893. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of 
the 20th instant, communicating to me the official text of the order in 
council issued by the Government of the Dominion of Canada, prescrib­
ing the modified tolls to be applied during the season of 1893 to certain 
named food products passing eastward through the Weiland and St. 
Lawr~nce River canals. 

In view of the assurances I have received through you that this 
order is in full substitution of the expired orders of 1891 and 1892 in 
regard to the canal tolls upon the same products, and involves the 
abandonment of all provisions as to rebates or against transshipped 
goods, and in conformity with the promise heretofore made to you, I 
have the pleasure to inform you that the President will forthwith issue 
bis proclamation suspending, so long as the present dominion order in 
council shall remain in force, the provisions of his proclamation of 
August 18, 1892, by which retaliatory tolls were imposed upon cer­
tain described traffic passing through the St. Mary's Falls Canal. 

Permit me to express my gratification· that this understanding in 
the mutual interests of the commerce of the United States and Her 
Majesty's Dominion of Canada, has been thus reached in season to 
become operative upon the opening of navigation in the canals in 
question. 

I have, etc., 
JOHN W. FOSTER. 

Mr. Wharton to Sir Julian Pauncefote. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Wa,shington, Febr'ltary 27, 1893. 

SIR: I have the honor to transmit to you, herewith, for the use of Her 
Britannic Majesty's Government twelve copies of the President's procla­
mation of the 21st instant, declaring that until further notice the pro-
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visions of his pro~lamation of August 18, 1892, are suspended in so far 
as they direct that a toll of 20 cents per ton be levied, collected, and 
paid on all freight of whatever kind or description passing through the 
St. Mary's Falls Canal in transit to any port of the Dominion of Oanada. 
whether carried in vessels of the United States or of other nations. ' 

I have, etc., 
WILLIAM F. WHARTON, 

Acting Secretary. 

BY THE PRESIDENT OF Tim UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas, by my proclamation of August 18, 1892, and in pursuance of the author­
ity conferred on me by an act of Congress approved July 26, 1892, entitled "An act 
to enforce the reciprocal commercial relations between the United States and Can­
ada, and for uther purposes," I directed "that from and after September 1, 1892, 
until further notice, a toll of twenty cents per ton be levied, collected, and paid on 
all freight of whatever kind or description passing through the. St. Mary's Falls Canal 
in transit to any port of the Dominion of Canada, whether carried in vessels of the 
United States or of other nations;" and to that extent thereby suspended "from 
and after said date the right of free passage through said St. Mary's Falls Canal of 
any and all cargoes or portions of cargoes in transit to Canadian ports;" and 

Whereas the above order was issued in consequence of the imposition by the Gov­
ernment of the Dominion of Canada of a discriminating toll whereby unjust and 
unreasonable burdens were placed, in violation of article 27 of the treaty of Wash­
ington, upon the carrying of passengers and cargoes through the Wellaud Canal in 
transit to ports of the United States, as is fully set forth in said proclamation; and 

Whereas by an order in council dated February 13, 1893, the Governor-General 
of the Dominion of Canada has tlirected that "for the season of 1893 the canal 
tolls for the passage of the following food products, wheat, Indian corn, pease, bar­
ley, rye, oats, flaxseed, and buckwheat, for passage eastward through the 'Velland 
Canal be 10 cents per ton; and for passage westward through the St. Lawrence 
Canals only 10 cents per ton; payment of the said toll of 10 cents per ton for pas­
sage through the Weiland Canal to entitle these products to free passage through 
the St. Lawrence canals;" and 

Whereas I have received satisfactory assurances that this order revokes during 
the season of 1893 the discriminating provisions above referred to and secures to 
citizens of the United States equality with British subjects as regards the use of 
said canals : 

Now, therefore, I, Benjamin Harrison, President of the United States of Am~rica, 
by virtue of the said act of Congress approved July 26, 1892, do hereby declare and 
proclaim that from and after the date hereof, and until further notice, the provis­
ions of my said proclamation of August 18, 1892, are suspended, in so far as they 
direct that a toll of 20 cents per ton be levied, collected, and paid on all freight of 
whatever kind or description passing through i!he St. Mary Falls's Canal in transit to 
any port of the Dominion of Canada whether carried in ves.sels of the United Btates 
or of other nations. 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the 
United States to be affixed. 

Done at the city of Washington this twenty-first day of February, one thousand 
eight hundred and ninety-three and of the Independence of the United St ates of 
America the one hundred and seventeenth. 

[SEAL.] BENJAMIN HARRISON. 
By the President: 

JOHN W. FOSTER, 
Secretar-y of State. 

Lord Rosebery to Sir Julian Pauncefote. 

FOREIGN OFFICE, March 11, 1893. 
SIR: I transmit herewith a copy of a dispatch and its inclosure from 

Her Majesty's ambassador at Constantinople relative to the destruc-
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tion, by incendiaries, of the American college at Masson van, and I have 
to request you to communicate these reports to the United States 
Government. 

I urn, etc., 
(For the Earl of Hosebery,) 

T. V. LISTER. 

[Inclosure.] 

Si1· F1·ancis Clm·e Ford to Lo1·d Rosebery. 

BRITISH EMBASSY, 
Constantinople, Februm·y 26, 1893. 

MY LORD: I have the honor to forward to your lordship herewith copy of a dis­
patch which I have received from Her Majesty's consul at Trebizonde, reporting the 
destruction, by incendiaries, of the American college at Massouvan. 

I learn from another source that on the 5th and 6th of January last, in the week of 
prayer, during which all Protestants in the Empire hold daily meetings, placards 
were affixed to the principal buildings in every town and village of the province of 
Sivas. and the Yazgat Sancljah of the province of Angora. These placards were in 
Turkish and copied by means of a hectograph or cyclostyle. One of the placards 
was an attack on the Sultan, the other was an exhortation to the Moslems of the 
Empire to rise against the Christians. 

The Vali of Sivas laid the responsibility of these placards, somewhat illogically, 
in my opinion, on the American college at Massouvan, where it appears a hecto­
graph is used, and caused the professors of the college to be arrested. 

Romchid Bey, a Circassian military officer and ex-brigand, was sent to Masson van 
to investigate the circumstances of the case. He reported that the college was at 
the bottom of the sedition, and declared that he would turn the ground on which it 
stood into a plowed field. A few days afterwards a recently constructed wing of 
the building was burned to the ground. 

It is said that 2,000 Christians are in prison suspected of having posted the pla­
cards. A few Moslems have also been imprisoned, notably one from a vilJage under 
Mount Argiens, in whose possession several copies of the placards were found. 

I have, etc., 
F. C. :FoRD. 

[Inclosure 2.] 

Mr. Longw01·th to Sir Clm·e Ford. 

TREBIZONDE, Feb1'1ta~·y 15, 1893. 
SIR: The following is an extract of a dispatch, dated the 13th instant, from Mr. 

Spadaro, at Tavsoum, reporting the destruction by incendiarism of the American 
college at Massouvan: 

l Translation.] 

Continuing my letter of the 3d instant, I bring to your knowledge the follow­
ing information bearing on a recent occurrence somewhat connected with those with 
which you are already acquainted. 

The female college quite recently built at Massowan by the American missionaries, 
was burnt on the 2d of February. It was not caused by an accident. Accord­
ing to information that has reached me from a positive source, the fire was set by 
one Khorso:ft' Bey, second in command of the "gendarmerie'1 (armed police) in 
the Vilayet of Sivas, Alay Bey (a brigand), the latter of whom is said to have 
declared two days before to Dr. Nelson, an attache of the coUege, that he would 
burn it. The misdeed was perpetrated by means of wool saturated with kerosene 
placed at the four corners of the building. Two American teachers of the institu­
tion, Turkish subjects, named 'I'amayan and Cayaian, were subsequently lodged in 
jail. 

I wm'lld not venture to state positively what were the motives or the watchword 
that led the author of this crime, for fear of giving you incorrect information. The 
inquiry that will be set on toot will surely disclose them. My duty is to keep you 
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informed of the situation, although you may have already received intelligence from 
Mr. Jewett. 

From what I have heard, the Vali of Sivas has proceeded to Massouvan with the 
consul of the United States to investigate the f<1cts about which I write to you. Mr. 
Jewett will certainly make the results known to you and will give you more preeise 
information than I. In any event 1 shall bring to your knowledge all such as I may 
have gathered. 

The police wanteu to enter the establishment of the Jesuit fathers at MassouYan, 
hut these latter replie(l that they wonlcl foruicl admission so long as there should be 
no authority therefor issued by the French authorities. 

I have, etc., 
. J-I. LONGWORTII. 

Sir J'ltlian Pauncefote to llfr. G1·eshmn. 

BRITISH LEGA'l'ION, 
Washington, j1farch 21, 1893. 

SIR: I have the honor to inform you that I have received instructions 
from Her Majesty's principal secretary of state for foreign affairs to 
announce to the President that the Queen has been graciously pleased 
to appoint me her first ambassador to the United States of America. 

I am to state that this act is intended as a fresh proof of the desire 
of the Queen and her Government still further to cement the bond of 
blood, sympathy, and friendship which should ever unite the two great 
nations that speak the English tongue, and that Her :Majesty trusts 
that it will be Ro received and regarded by the President, the Govern­
ment, and the people of the United States. 

I am desired by the Earl of Rosebery to add that it is peculiarly 
grateful to his lordship to be the means of making this communication. 

I beg leave in conclusion to express my deep sense of the honor of 
being accredited as the first British ambassador to this great and kin­
dred nation. 

I have, etc., 
JULIAN P AUNOEFOTE. 

Mr. Gresham to Sir Julicm Paunce[ote. 

DEP AR'l'~fEN'l' OF STATE, 
Waskington, ]~{arch 22, 1893. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of 
the 21st instant, informing me that you have been instructed by Her 
Majesty's principal secretary of state for foreign affairs to announce to 
the President that Her Majesty the Queen has been graciously pleased 
to appoint you her first ambassador to the United States of America. 

I have communicate(! this information to the President, who fully 
appreciates the cordial sentiments of sympathy and friendship tLat 
prompt Her Majesty's Government to ofl:'er this new proof of the regard 
for the ties of ancestry, speech, and good will which have ever held the 
United States and England in close relations. 

I have the honor to request you to inform the Earl of Rosebery that 
the President will in due time accredit a representative of the United 
States at the Court of St. James in the capacity of ambassador, in 
acceptance and reciprocation of Her 1\fajesty's friendly action; and 
in so doing I desire to express the pleasure I_ share equally with his 
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lordship in view of this important step, as well as the gratification I 
personally feel that Her Majesty's choice has fallen upon you as her 
first ambassa<lor to the United :::;tates. 

I have, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 

lJir. Gresluon. to Sir Jrtt.lian Pauncefote. 

DEP AR1'JYIENT oF S'r.A'l'E, 
lVashington, 111.arch :u., 1893. 

SIR: Adverting to the note addressed to you by my predecessor on 
the 28th of December last, in relation to wrecking privileges for Amer­
ican vessels in the Weiland Canal, to which a reply has as yet not been 
received, I have now the honor to invite through -you a more immediate 
and modified disposition of the matter, in view of the recent action of 
the Congress of the United States in so amending the United States 
act of l\'lay 24, 1890, as to omit the words "the W elland Canal." The 
amendment will be found on the tenth page of the Legislative, Exec­
utive, and Judicial Appropriation Act of March3, 1893, of which a copy 
is ineloseu for your information. While this act leaves the President 
free to consider the reciprocal proclamation of the United States and 
Canadian wrecking acts without regard to the issues raised in respect 
to the rendering of assistance to disabled or distressed vessels in their 
passage through the Weiland Canal, the President is of opinion that the 
discussion of the general question respecting such assistance has pro­
gressed so far toward reeonciling the divergent views of the two gov­
ernments as to justify an effort to reach a just and practical understand­
ing in the general interests of the lake navigation. 

It is unnece.£sary to review all the arguments heretofore adduced. 
It suffices that the United States have represented that usual and nec­
essary assistance to vessels in any way stranded or disabled in passing 
through Canadian waters was greatly restricted or wholly forbidden to 
American vessels. Various cases were instanced, such as the stranding 
of a self-propelled vessel, the breaking of machinery or steering gear, 
the parting of a towline, the stranding of a barge while being towed, 
and the like. In the minute of the privy council of November 19, 1892, 
it appears that "the minister of railways and canals concurs in the 
view of the Secretary of State for the United States that distress of 
the temporary nature indicated should be within the purview of the 
intended reciprocity if it is not otherwise provided for." This frank 
admission is most acceptable, as indicating a cordial desire for an agree­
ment on this point. 

It would appear from the same minute that the minister is of opinion 
that the contingency of. distress during canal transit is already in great 
part provided for by section 6 of the Consolidated Orders in Council, 
Cap. 21, wherein, as he says: 

It is expressly provided that the rule prohibiting forffign vessels having other 
vessels in tow and having parted with them in Canadian waters from again taking 
them in tow to move them further in Canadian waters shall not apply to an acci­
dental parting of such vessel by breaking hawser or other temporary damages. 

The section thus referred to was already known to this Government; 
but, taken in connection with the immediately preceding section 5, it 
was believed to have a more limited application than that assigned to 
it by the minister of railways and canals, and, indeed, to embrace a posi-
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tive discrimination against a large part of the American traffic through 
theW ell and Canal. For greater convenience the two sections in q ues­
tion are here quoted-

SEc. 5. Foreign vessels may tow other vessels or things from a forein [s·io] port 
to a Canadian port; lmt if they drop or part from any such vessel or thing in Cana­
dian waters, they shall not again take such vessel or thing in tow for the purpose 
of moving the same further in Canadian waters. 

SEc. 6. Foreign vessels may tow other vessels or things from a Canadian port to 
a foreign port, but having parted from such vessels or things, or any of them, in 
Canadian waters, they can not again take such vessels or things in tow to move 
them further in Camtdian waters; but this and the preceding rule are not to apply 
to an accidental parting of such vessel by breaking hawser or other temporary 
damages. 

It thus appears that the case of a foreign vessel passing through Cana­
dian waters from one foreign port to another is omitted: and this omis­
sion covers an important part of the American navigation of the Wei­
land Canal. 

It appears also that the cited rules do not apply to the case of a tug 
dropping and making up its tow anew as a frequent and necessary inci­
dent to the passage from the lakes to a narrow canal with locks. 

The i' special rules and regulations in respect of American wrecking 
vessels in the Weiland Canal," proposed by the minister of railways 
and canals, might, with suitable modification and liberal construction, 
meet the conditio_ns of reciprocity in the Canadian canal as fully as this 
Government proposes to apply them in the American canals. As the 
proposed rules· stan<l, however, theY. are expressly limited to the case 
of aid and assistance to be rendered to an American vessel by" Ameri­
can wrecking vessels and their appliances;" and, as was remarked in the 
Department's note of December 28, 1892, they also, by omission, exclude 
the salvage of property wrecked, and in this important regard are not 
in agreement with the provisions of Canadian legislation respecting 
reciprocal wrecking. They do not apparently meet the case, which may 
readily be supposed, of one American tug (not being a" wrecking vessel," 
fitted with wrecking" appliances") aiding another disabled tug or assist­
ing it to pull off or pick up its stranded or parted tow. It might even 
be held if strictly interpreted, not to permit an American tug to pull off 
a stranded barge in its own tow or reattach a parted towline if such 
towed barge happened to be of Canadian ownership. 

It would seem clear from the quoted sections of the consolidated orders, 
and from the language- of the proposed new rules and the minister's 
observations thereon, that the subject is within the purview of regula­
tion by an order in council, and in view of the minister's cordial acqui­
escence in the propriety of including in the intended reciprocity cases of 
distress of the temporary nature indicated, I have the honor to invite 
you to move his excellency the Governor-General to frame a compre­
hensive order covering the ordinary disabilities to which self-propelled 
or towed vessels are liable in passing through inland canals, so that 
legitimate and timely assistance on the part of an American vessel may 
be freely rendered in such cases. 

The reciprocal legislation of the United States and Her Majesty's 
Dominion of Canada as it now stands is ample to meet the circum­
stances of storm and wreck and of peril to life and property on the 
exposed waters and shores of the Great Lakes. It is, in the President's 
judgment, expedient that the evident intent of this concurrent legisla­
tion in its application to the dangers of open-water navigation should 
consistently extend to the lesser casualties to which tugs and tows and 
self-propelled vessels are liable in the confiued and shallow waters of 
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canals. The question, he thinks, should not be approached in any 
narrow spirit or inconsistent reasoning, which ·might on the one hand 
regard the intended reciprocity as inapplicable to the canals because 
"wrecking" in its ordinary sense can not occur therein, and on the 
other allege that so simple and usual an incident in confined water­
ways as the pulling off of a grounded tug or towed vessel would neces­
sarily be "wrecking." The President holds himself ready to issue his 
proclamation, coincidently with similar action by the Dominion Gov­
ernment, and thus put into operation the humane and beneficent legis­
lation of the two countries, as soon as he may be assured that the 
application thereof in the territorial waterways of the Dominion to the 
commerce passing through the channels that connect the lakes will be 
as liberal as that proposed to be made in the American territorial water­
ways. 

In view of the lateness of the season and the necessity of acting 
promptly for the benefit of the lake navigation, I have the honor to 
request that you will bring these considerations urgently to the atten­
tion of the Governor-General of the Dominion, with a view to a speedy 
and satisfactory und.erstandiug. 

I have, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAJ\L 

[Extract from the Legislative, Executive, and J"ttdicial Appropriation A.ct, approvecl March 3, 1893.j 

That an act approved May twenty-fourth, eighteen hundred and ninety, entitled 
"An act to amend an act entitlerl 'An act to ai(l vessels wrecked or disabled in 
waters coterminous to the United States and the Dominion of Canada,' approved 
June nineteenth, eighteen hundred and seventy-eight, be, and is hereby, amended 
by striking out the words ''the Well and Canal.'' 

Mr. Gresharn to Sir Julian Pauncefote. 

DEPAl~TMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, ~March 31, 1893. 

SIR: I have the pleasure to inform you that the President yesterday 
sent to the Senate the name of the honorable Thomas F. Bayard, of 
Delaware, to be ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary of the 
United States'near the Government of Her Britannic Majesty, :<tnd that 
the advice and consent of the Senate having been given thereto with­
out the formality of reference to the Foreign Relations Committee, Mr. 
Bayard's commission has been signed by the President. 

I am sure you wHl share my gratification at this prompt response to 
Her Majesty's initiative in appointing you her first ambassador to the 
United States, and my confidence that the step thus taken marks an 
important epoch in the steady growth and perpetuation of the good 
will that unites the two countries. 

I have, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 
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Sir Ju.lian Pauncefote to JJft·. Gt·eshanz. 

BRITISH LEGATION, 
Washington, Apr·il1, 1893. (Received April 3.) 

SIR: I have harl the honor to receive your note of yesterday's elate, in 
which you are good enough to announce to me the appointment by the 
President of the honorable T. F. Bayard, of Delaware, to be ambas­
sador extraordinary and plenipotentiary of the United States to the 
Court of St. James. 

In thanking you for that courteous communication, a copy of which 
I will not fail to transmit to my Government, I beg leave to express 
not only my gratification at this prompt response to the initiative of my 
august Sovereign in appointing me Her first ambassador, but also the 
pleasure with which I have learned that the choice of the President has 
fallen upon one so highly distinguished and so eminently fitted to dis-

-charge the functions of his very important diplomatic post. 
I heartily concur with you in the belief that the new step taken in 

the appointment of ambassadors in London and Washington, respec­
tively, marks an epoch in the growth and perpetuation of the good will 
which exists between the two countries, and which it will be my greatest 
aim, as it will doubtless be the desire of Mr. Bayard, to promote. 

I have, etc., 
JULIAN P AUNCEFOTE. 

l.l:frr. Gresham to Sir Julirm Pattncefote. 

DEP ARTMEN'.r OF STATE, 
Washington, April 6, 1893. 

MY DEAR SIR JULIAN: In returning to you the Earl of Rosebery's 
dispatch of the 11th ultimo, which you kindly left with me, :.elative to 
the reports received by Her Majesty's Government respecting the 
destruction of the American college at Massouvan, I beg you to convey 
to his lordship my cordial thanks for his courtesy in communicating 
the information in question to me. 

I am, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAl\i. 

S'i1· Julian Pctuncejote to J1{r. Gt·eslutm. 

BRITISH l:iJMBASSY, 
Washington, May 24, 1893. (Received lVIay 26.)_ 

SIR: I have the honor to inform you that I duly forwarded to the 
Governor-General of Canada copy of your predecessor's note of the 
31st December last in regard to the W elland Canal toll controversy, 
and I have now received a dispatch from his excellency in reply trans­
mitting an approved minute of the privy council embodying the obser­
vations of the Canadian minister of railways and canals upon certain 
statements made by Mr. Foster. 

I have the honor to inelose copy of this minute for your information, 
and I beg at the same time to draw your special attention to its con­
cluding paragraphs. 

I have, etc., 
JULIAN P AUNCEFOTE. 

FR--22 
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[Inclosure 1.] 

Cm·tijied copy of the report of a comm·ittee of the honomble the privy council, app1·oved by 
his excellency the Governor-General in council, on the 9th of May, 18931 

The committee of the privy council have had un<ler consideration a dispatch, 
hereto attached, dated 11th January, 1893, from the British minister at Washington, 
covering a copy of a note received by him from the lJonorable the Secretary of State 
for the United States, Mr. Foster, bearing date the 31st of December last, in reply 
to the minute of council of the 19th November last, respecting tolls on the Weiland 
Canal. 

The minister of rail ways and canals, to_ whom the dispatch and inclosure were 
referred, submits the following observations: 

A cal'eful perusal of this note discloses certain errors in statement, which it 
appears should not be allowed to pass unnoticed. In the first place, Mr. Secretary 
Foster says the report (of the Canadian Government) is incorrect in its allegation 
that the official announcement of the Canadian Government was in my hands on tho 
very day on which the proclamation was issued. As a matter of fact, the words 
used in the Canadian minute were as follows: "On the very day on which the 
proclamation was issued, and before its issue, Mr. Foster was informed by the Brit­
ish chal'ge d'affaires unofficially of the conclusion which had been arrivell at, and 
was told that the official dispatch was expected by him at any moment." It will be 
easily seen that the words of the Canadian dispatch do not in any way justify Mr. 
Foster's statement. All that the Canadian Govemment affirmed was that pl'ior to 
the issue of the President's discriminatory proclamation, Mr. Foster had been 
informed that a proposition looking to a friendly settlement of the controversy, and 
which might have the effect of rendering the proclamation unnecessary, was on its 
way to Washington and was momentarily expected, and that in the interest of good 
neighborhood this might have been awaitecl before the grave step was taken of 
imposing the discriminatory rates upon the vessels of a friendly country. 

The second statement by Mr. Foster which it is necessary to notice, is that in 
which he attempts to controvert the Canadian contention that "full five years 
elapsed from the date of the treaty of 1871 before Canadian vessels bad privilege of 
using the New York State canals." . 

He does this by recalling the correspondence which took place between the t'Yo' 
govemments on this subject, and by citing a part, and only a part, of a Canaclin,n 
minute of council of February 18, 1875, in which it is declared "that the Canadian 
government no longer continues to be of the opinion that Canadian vessels nre 
excluded from the canals of the State of New York," but he fails to notice the ante­
cedents and the contents of this minute. 

As early as December 4, 1871, the governor of the State of New York, in a reply 
to a communication from the President, had declared that no "boat wholly owned 
in Canada would be forbidden the use of our canals or be subject to other tolls or 
regulations than those imposed upon boats owned in our own State," and that no 
State law appeared to prohibit British subjects or vessels from navigating the New 
York State canals. 

Notwithstanding this assurance, however, complaints were afterwards made that 
there were regulations in existence which practically prevented Canadian vessels 
from navigating the State canals, and these were forwarded through the British 
minister to the U'nitecl States Government. The governor of New York was again 
communicated with, and after investigation he replied that there existed no State 
regulations restricting the use of the canals in respect of Canadian vessels. 

It was upon the strength of this assurance that the statement referred to in the 
Canadian minute of February 18, 1875, was made, although that very minute 
expressly stated that despite these assurances the Canadian customs officials, sup­
ported by some of the principal forwarders and boat owners, were ''agreed that 
Canadian canal boats were practically prohibited from navigating the canals of the 
State on the same terms as American· canal boats," and that if individual cases could 
not be cited it was probably due to the apparent conviction among those concerned 
that the policy of restriction in force before 1871 was still operative as regards these 
canals. 

But the matter did not rest here, for in August, 1875, a Canadian minute of council 
was forwarded to Washington, which showed conclmlivelythat although the governor 
of the State of New York had been perfectly correct in declaring that no State restric­
tions were in existence against Canadian vessels, nevertheless these vessels were 
absolutely prevented from carrying a pound of freight beyond the entrance of the 
canal at Whitehall, and that by virtue of the laws and regulations of the Government 
of the United States itself. And it was not until June 7, 1876, that these regula­
tions were alterecl so as to allow Canadian vessels to carry cargo as far as Albany, 
or to any po1t between the entrance of the New York State canals and that city. 
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It will thus be seen that the allegation made in the Canadian minute of council 
that five years elapsed before our vessels gained the privilege of equal use of the 
New York State canals was literally true, and that this resulted from no restrictions 
imposed by the State authorities, but on account of the laws and regulations of the 
U. S. Government. But even after the tardy removal of these restrictions, Canadian 
vessels, as Mr. Foster himself observes, were, and still are, subject to great disad­
vantages on account of the refusal of the U. S. Government to allow them thf.» navi­
gation of the Hudson River, which, although it was not expressly contained in the 
treaty, might well have followed the analogy of the Ottawa River which rises and 
lies wholly within Canadian territory and the use of which has, since 1871, been 
freely accorded to Unitecl States vessels, and to their great advantage. The denial 
of this privilege has rendered the New York canals practically useless to Canadian 
vessel owners and :lorwarders, while the St. Lawrence and Weiland canals are 
highways of commerce largely utilized by vessels of the United States. 

The minister further submits that another point on which correction seerus desir­
able is the suggestion conveyed in Mr. Foster's remark, which reads as follows: 

"It is, however, a significant fact that the discriminating tolls in the Wellancl 
Canal were not imposed on American commerce until after it became apparent that 
the free navigation of the Hudson River could not be obtained under the treaty of 
1871." 

As a matter of fact, the reduction of tolls on wheat and certain food products 
shipped from Montreal (which is made the ground of the complaint as to discrimina­
tion) was first made lly order in council of May 26, 1884, nine years after, as 
Secretary Foster says, the United States refused the free navigation of the Hudson 
River, and on urgent representations of shippers and forwarders t,hat this should be 
done to meet the abolition of tolls on the Erie and other canals of the State of New 
York, which took place in 1882, from the advantages of which abolition Canadians 
were to all intents and purposes excluded. 

The minister, with regarcl to the further remarks of Mr. Foster as to the under­
standing arrived at with the Canadian commissioners in the conference of February, 
1892, has little to add to the previous minute, which substantiates the fact that a 
promise made by the commissioners that the complaint of the U. S. Government in 
respect of the \Yelland canal tolls should have careful consideration with a view to 
meeting any just complaint, hacl been transforme il. into "an informal engagement 
to repeal and abandon the drawback of 18 cents a ton." 

The minister observes in this connection it is not inopportune to caU the attention 
of the U. S. Government to the marked difference between the later statements of 
Mr. Foster's and the first intimation by Mr. Blaine as to what took place at the con­
ference on the question of rebate on canal tolls. 

Mr. Blaine's letter to Mr. Blanchard, cited in a previous dispatch and written on 
the day the conference adjourned, to the effect that ('an assurance had been given 
by them (the Canadian commissioners) that the complaint we have preferred shall 
have careful and prompt consideration with a view to the faithful observance of the 
treaty; stipulation,'' mnst stand as t,he first fresh and trustworthy conviction of the. 
U. S. Secretary of State as to what was really promised, and this bears out exactly 
the impressions and statements of the Canadian commissioners. For any infer­
ence drawn by Mr. Foster from this promise to consider, and which was later 
turned into a promise to remove, the Canadian Government should certainly not be: 
held responsible. 

The minister desires again most distinctly and earnestly to repudiate any desire· 
or intention on the part of the Canadian Government to evade any obligations with 
reference to the uso of the Canadian canals by United States vessels which were 
imposed by the treaty of 1871. The negotiators of that treaty, in fact, declined 
to enter into any obligations in that respect, and Canada has never recognized any. 
The treaty embodied an undertaking on the part of Great Britain to use her influ­
ence with the Government of Canada to obtain for the Unjted States vessels and 
citizens the use of their canals on terms of equality with Canadian citizens. 
Whether Canada would yield acquiescence in 'this wish or not was entirely a matter 
of option, and not of obligation, She clid, however, willingly and fully acquiesce in 
the wish of the British Government, and immediately placed United States vessels 
on a footing of perfect equality with her own, in the enjoyment of which she con­
tends they have always remained, notwit4standing the tolls and rebates com­
plained of. 

Every obligation of the treaty, so.far as Canada is concerned, has been fully and 
unreservedly met, and every extension of good will has been continued to the United 
States, although corresponding and compensating advantages to Canada have been 
withdrawn or withheld by the United States. 

The minister, while considering it necessary to place on record the contention of 
the Canadian Government in reply to the statements of Mr. :Foster, regards it as only 
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fitting and proper that there should at the same time be conveyed to the Govern­
ment of the United States an expression of satisfaction on the part of Canada at 
the prompt withdrawal of the tolls levied on freight passing through the Sault Ste. 
Marie Canal when bound for any Canadian port, such withdrawal being in response 
to the action taken by the Canadian Government in respect of tolls on the W elland 
and St. Lawrence canals, and that with this, there should be coupled the hope that 
the arrangements now in force will be productive of mutual convenience and con­
tinned good will. 

The committee concurring in the above report of the minister of railways and 
canals advise that your excellency be moved to forward a certified copy of this minute 
to Her Majesty's ambassador in Washington in answer to Mr. Secretary Foster's 
note of December 31 last. All of which is respectfully submitted for your excel­
lency's approval. 

[Inclosure 2.] 

JoHN J. McGEE, 
Clerk of the Privy Council. 

·Sir Jt~lictn Panncejote to Lonl Stanley, of Preston. 

BRITISH LEGATION, 
Washington, Jamtary 11, 1893. 

MY LORD: With reference to your excellency's dispatch No. 76 of November 
25, I have the honor to inclose a copy of a note, which I have received from Mr. 
Foster, containing observations on the minute of council in regard to the 'Vel­
land Canal toll controversy which accompanied your excellency's above mentioned 
dispatch. · 

I have, etc. 
JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE, 

JJ[r. Gresham to Sir Julian Pawnceforte. 

DEPARTMENT OF STA~rE, 
Washington, May .29, 1893. 

EXCELLENCY: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
note of the 24th instant, in relation to the Weiland Canal toll con­
troversy. 

As the main question has been disposed of in a frank and equitable 
spirit, as befits the large interests of the two countries involved in the 
lake-canal transits, it does not appear needful to regard the exceptions 
now taken to certain passages of Mr. Foster's note of December 31, 
1892, as more than a concluding and explanatory chapter of the record 
in the case. 

· have, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 

Sir Ju.lian Pctunceforte to. ~Jr. Gresham. 

BRITISH EMBASSY, 
Washington, May 31, 1893. (Received May 31.) 

SrR: With reference to your note of March 24 last, copy of which 
I duly communicated to the Government of Canada, and to previous 
correspondence on the subject of wrecking privileges in the W elland 
Canal, I have the honor to inclose copy of an approved minute of 
council which I have received from the Earl of Derby, recommend­
ing the cancellation of the order in council of November 19 last, as 
)Jeing no longer expedient or necessary. 
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Although your note of March 24, a.bove r.eferred to, is not mentioned 
in this comrnunicatiou, I have been iuformed by the l.iovernor-General 
of Camula by telegraph that the minute is intended to cover it, and 
generally to close the question. 

I llave, etc., 
JULIAN P AUNCEFOTE. 

[Jnclosure.] 

Certified copy of a 1·eport of a committee of the honorable the p1·i1•y council, app1·oved by 
his excellency the Governor-G eneral in conncil on .May 17, 1893. 

The committee of council have had under consideration the annexed dispatch, 
dated l!'ebruary 27, 1893, from tho British minister at 'Yasbiugton, covering an 
extract from the Congressional Heconl, No. 59, of l<'ebrnary 25, 1893, showing the 
amendment uy the Senate of the act of May 24-, 1890, which amended the act of 
June 10, 1878, reln.ting to reciprocal wrecking in w:tters coterminous to t.he United 
States and Canada, such amendment ueing the striki11g ont of the words "the Wei­
land Canal" from the act, words which have hindered the completion of the arrange­
ments contemplated by that aet aJHL by the reciprocal Canadian act. As explained 
by the Hon. Senator Sherman, who introduced the resolution, the privilege (the 
Weiland Canal being so omitted) is to be exercised 1

' on the lake waters, the lakes 
running from Lake Superior tlown to the mouth of the St. Lawrence," a concession 
which is in accord with the Canadian act. 

The acting minister of railways and canals, to whom the said dispatch was 
referred, observes that the passage of the onler in council of the 19th NoYember last 
anthori7:ing the exereif5e of wrecking privileges in the Weiland Canal by United 
States vessels was only conceded in order to meet the wording of the act now 
nmencled and the nrgent wishes of the U. S. Government to bring its JH'Ovisions into 
force, snch exercise of privilege not being in itself a desirable one from the })Oint of 
view of Canadian interests. 

The minister recommends, inasmuch as by the excision of the objectionable words 
in the United States act, the difficulty appears to have now been removed to the sat­
isfaction of all parties, the cancellation of the order in council of the 19th November 
last, above mentioned, as being no longer necessary or expellient. 

The minister further recommends, inasmuch as the said order in council has been 
communicated to the U.S. Government, that a Ct1rtified copy of this minute be trans­
mitted to Her Majesty's minister at Washington for communication to the U.S. Gov­
ernment. 

The committee submit the same for your excellency's approval. 
JonN J. McGEE, 

Clel'k of the Privy Council. 

Si1· Julian Pauncefote to Lm·d StanlMJ, of Preston. 

BmTisn LEGATION, Washington, Febrzw1·y 27, 1893. 
MY LORD: With reference to my dispatch No. 2 of the 3d ultimo, transmitting the 

reply of the U. S. Government to the last connnnnication of the Dominion Govern­
ment respecting wrecking privileges in the waters contiguous to the two countries, 
I have the honor to inclose an extract from the Congressional Record of the 25th 
instant, in which it appears that the Senate have agreed to an amendment in the act 
of Congress of June 19, 1878, relating to wrecking in coterminous waters whereby 
the difficulty which has a1·isen fi:om the inclusion of the Welland Canal in that act 
will be removed. 

I have, etc., 
JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 

Extract f1·ont the Cong1·essional Rec01·d1 No. 59, of Feb1'1W1'Y 25, 1893. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I shall be absent from the Chamber after a little while, and I ask 
the Senator to allow me to offer an amendment. It bas been shown to him. 

Mr. DAWES. Very well. 
Mr. SIIERMA.l"'{. At the end of line 8, on page 28, I move to insert: 
That an act to amend an act entitled "An act to aid vessels wrecked or disabled 

in waters coterminous to the United States and the Dominion of Canada," approved 
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June 19, 1878, be, and is hereby, amended by striking out the words ''the Weiland. 
Canal." 

If Senators do not know what the amendment is, I will state it in. a few words. 
Congress passed an act authorizing aid to be given to vessels wrecked or disabled 
in the waters coterminous to the United States and the Dominion of Canada upon 
condition that Canada would pass the same kind of a law, so that the wrecking 
vessels on all the lake shores and the waters of that region shall go to the rescue of 
vessels of the other country. It was to be mutual. 

Canada passed the same law; but unfortunately in the law passed by our Con­
gress we included the Weiland Canal, which is a canal on the Canadian side, and 
it is found that the two acts are not exactly reci]trocal. Therefore the two 
countries, although both are wHling, have not been able to allow this wrecking 
privilege to the vessels of the different nations. I have a letter here from the Secre­
tary of State and other information on the subject, but that is the whole scope of 
the amendment. By striking out "theW elland Canal" the wrecking arrangements 
can be carried into execution by the two countries. 

Mr. CULLOM. On the lakes' · 
Mr. SHERMAN. On the lake waters, the lakes, running from Lake Superior down 

to the mouth of the St. I .. awrence. 
Mr. McMILLAN. I ask the Senator if the vessel interests are not entirely satisfied 

with the amendment he has offered f 
Mr. SHERMAN. Yes. I have here a memorial of vessel interests in favor of it and 

urging prompt action by the Seuate upon the provision. It came to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations so late that I was not able to present it in the ordinary form; 
but there is no doubt it is .considerecl a desirable thing by the vessel owners and by 
the wreckers all along that immense line. The amendment should be adopted in 
order to relieve the Department from the difficulty. It is recommended by the 
Secretary of State. 

The PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE. The question is on agreeing to the amendment of 
the Senator from Ohio (Mr. Sherman). 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Sir Julian Panncejote to JJ[r. Gresharn. 

BRITISH EMBASSY, 
Washington, Jtme 2, 18.93. (Received June 3.) 

SIR: With reference to my note of the 31st ultimo on the subject of 
wrecking privileges in the Weiland Canal, I have the honor to inclose 
herewith copy of an approved minute of the .privy council of Canada, 
authorizing the issue of a proclamation for bringing into effect the 
act of the Parliament of Canada entitled "An act respecting aid by 
United States wreckers in Canadian waters," on and after the 1st of 
June, 1893, which I have received from the Governor-General of 
Canada for communication to the U. S. Government. His excellency 
jnforms me that thi~ proclamation was duly published in the Uanadian 
Official Gazette of the 27th ultimo, of which I have the honor to inclose 
a copy. 

I have, etc., 
JULIAN P A UNCEFOTE. 

[Inclosure.] 

Certified copy of a 1·eport of a committee of the honorable the p1·ivy council, approved by 
his excellency the Governo1·-General in coMncil on May 17, 1893. 

The committee of the privy council have had under consideration the annexed 
memorandum from the acting minister of railways and canals, recommending that 
a proclamation do issue bringing the act of the Parliament of Canada, 55,56 Vic., 
Ch. 4, entitled "An act respecting aid by United States wreckers in Canalli:m waters," 
into force ou and after the 1st day of June, 1893. 
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The committee concur in the said recommendation and advise that a proclamation 
do issue bringing the sahl act iuto force on and after the 1st day of June, 1893. 

The committee further advise that such proclamation when issued be communi~ 
cated to the Government of the Unite<l States in onler to reciprocal action. 

All which is respectfully submitted for your excellency's approval. 
JoHN J. McGEE, 

Clerk of the P1·ivy Council. 

M~ Bowell to the Gorenwr-General in council. 

[Memorandum.] 

DEPARTMENT OF RAILWAYS AND CANALS, 
Ottawa, May 16, 1893. 

The undersigned has the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a number of refer­
ences from the honorable the privy council, being copies of communications from 
the British minister at Washington, covering copies of notes atldressed to him by 
the late and the present Secretary of State for tl1e United States relative to the con­
cession of wrecking and salvage privileges in the waters of Canada contiguous to 
the United States. 

It appearing that the difficulty experienced by this Government in dealing with 
the question has now been removed by recent action of Congress in so amending the 
United States act of the 19th of June, 1878, as amended by the act of the 24th of 
May, 1890, as to omit the Weiland Canal from the list of waters to be c~vered by the 
reciprocal arrangements proposed; the undersigned recommends that a proclamation 
be issued bringing into force the Canadian Act 55, 56 Vic, Ch. 4, entitletl "An act 
respecting aid by United States wreckers in Canadian waters," and further that such 
proclamation when issued be communicated to the Government of the United States 
in order to reciprocal action. · 

Respectfully submitted. 
M. BOWELL, 

Acting Minister of Railways and Canttls. 

P1·oclamation. 

Victoria, by the Grace of God of the Unitecl Kingdom of Great Britain aud Ireland 
Queen, Defender of the Faith~ etc. 

To all to 1vhont these presents shall come, or whom the same may in anywise co-ncen~, 
greeting: 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas it is in and by a certain act of the Parliament of Canada, passed in the 
session thereof holden in the fiHy-fifth and fifty-sixth years of our reign, chapterecl 
four, and intituled "An act respecting aid by Unitecl States wreckers in Canadian 
waters," amongst other things in effect enacted, that the said act shall come into 
force from and after a date to be uameu in a proclamation by the Governor-General, 
which proclamation may be issued when the Governorin council is advised that the 
privilege of salving any property wrecked and of aiding any vessels wrecked, disa­
bled, or in distress in United States waters contiguous to Canada will be extended 
to Canadian vessels and wrecking appliances to the extent to which such privilege 
is granted by the said act to United States vessels and wrecking appliances; 

Anu whereas our Governor in council is advised that the privilege thus referred 
to will now be extended to Canadian vessels and wrecking appliances to the extent 
defined in the said enactment, 

Now know ye, that by and with the advice of our privy council for Canada, we 
have thonght tit to proclaim and declare, and we do hereby proclaim and declare, that 
the said act hereinbefore in part recited, intituled "An act respecting aid by Unitecl 
States wreckers in Canadian waters," shall come into and be in force on and after 
the first uay of June in this present year of our Lord. 

Of all which our loving subjects and all others whom these presents may concern 
are hereby required to take notice and to govern themselves accordingly. 

In testimony whereof, we have caused these onr letters to be made patent and the 
great seal of Canada to be hereunto affixeu. Witness, our Right Trusty and Well­
Beloved the Right Honorable Sir Frederick Arthur Stanley, Baron Stanley of Pres-
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ton, in i,he county of Lancaster, in the peerage of the United Kingdom, Knight 
Grand Cross of Our Most Honorable 01~der of the Bath, and Earl of Derby, etc. 1 

Governor-General of Canada. 
At our Government House, in our city of Ottawa, the seventeenth day of May, in 

the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and ninety-three and in the fifty­
sixth year of our reign. 

By command, 
JOHN COSTIGAN, 

Sem·etary of State. 

llfr. Adee to Sir J~tlian Pa~tncefote. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, July .24, 1893. 

EXCELLENCY: Referring to previous correspondence in regard to 
the reciprocal extension of wrecking privileges to vessels of the United 
States and Great Britain in the coterminous waters of the lakes and 
channels dividing the United States from Her Majesty's Dominion of 
Canada, and in particular to Mr. Gresham's still-unanswered note of 
March 24, 1893, suggesting a friendly and equitable understanding upon 
which the 80incident legislation of the two countries in this regard 
could be applied in the respective territorial canals, I have the honor 
to inform you that the President, having decided no longer to await a 
reply to the said note, has issued his proclamation, under date of 17th 
instant, declaring in force the United States acts in relation to recip­
rocal wrecking on the lakes and waterways therein described, thereby 
meeting the similar proclamation of the Canadian act as communi­
cated by your note of May 31 last. 

I am happy to believe that this action will promote the good under­
standing toward which the note of March 24 sincerely tended, and 
for the carrying out of which, in the territorial canals of the United 
States, the President's proclamation gives authoritative assuntnce in 
favor of wrecking by Canadian vessels. 

Inclosing copies of the President's proclamation, I have, &c. 
ALVEY A • .ADEE, 

Acting Secreta,ry. 

Reciprocity of W1·ecki1tg betw~en the United States and Cana(la. 

BY THE PnESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES oF AMERICA. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas an Act of Congress amendatory of an Act in relation to aiding vessels 
wrecked or disabled in the waters conterminous to the United States and the Domin­
ion of Canada, was approved May 24, 1890,-the said Act being in the following 
words:-

" Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, That an Act entitled 'An act to aid vessels 
wrecked or disabled in the waters conterminous to the United States and the Domin­
ion of Canada,' approved June nineteenth, eighteen hundred and seventy-eight, be, 
and the same is hereby, amended so t.hat the same will read as follows: 

" 'That Canadian vessels and wrecking appurtenance may render aid and assistance 
to Canadian or other vessels and property wrecked, disabled, or in distress in the 
waters of the United States Goutignous to the Dominion of Canada: Provided, '!'hat 
this act shall not take effect until proclamation by the President of the United States 
that the llrivilege of aiuing American or other vessels and property wrecked, dis­
abled, or in distress in Canadian wat.ers contiguous to t.he United States has been 



GREAT BRITAIN. 345 

extended by the Government of the Dominion of Canada to American vessels and 
wrecking appliances of all descriptions. This act shall be construed to apply to the 
Welland Canal, the canal and improvement of the waters between Lake Erie and 
Lake Huron, and to the waters of the Saint Mary's River and canal: And provided 
fu.r·thm·, That this act shall cease to be in force from and after the date of the proc­
lamation of the President of the United States to the effect that said reciprocal 
privilege has been withdrawn, revoked, or rendered inoperative by the said Govern­
ment of the Dominion of Canada;'" 

And Whereas an act of Congress making appropriation for the legislative, executive . 
and judicial expenses of the Government for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, 
eighteen hundred and ninety-four, and for other purposes, approved March 3, 1893, 
further amended the act of May 24, 1890, as follows : 

"That an act approved May twenty-fourth eighteen hundred and ninety, entitled 
'An act to amend an act entitled "An act to aid vessels wrecked or disabled in waters 
coterminous to the United States and the Dominion of Canada,"' approved June 
nineteenth, eighteen hundred and seventy-eight, be, and is hereby, amended by 
striking out the words' the ·welland Canal.'" 

And Whereas by an Order in Council dated May 17, 1893, the Government of 
the Dominion of Canada bas proclaimed an act entitled "An act respecting aid by 
United States wreckers in Canadian waters," to take effect June 1, 1893, said act 
reading as follows : 

"Her Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate and Honse of 
Commons of Canada, enacts as follows: 

'' 1. United States vessels and wrecking appliances may salve any property wrecked, 
and may render aid and assistance to any vessels wrecked, disalJled, or in distress, 
in the waters of Canada contiguous to the United States. 

"2. Aid and assistance include all necessary towing incident thereto. 
"3. Nothing in the customs or coasting laws of Canada shall restrict the salving 

operations of such vessels or wrecking appliances. • 
"4. This act shall come into force from and after a date to be named in a procla­

mation by the Governor-General, which proclamation may be issued when tho Gov­
ernor in council is advised that the privilege of salving any property wrecked or of 
aiding any vessels wrecked, disabled, or in distress, in United States waters contig­
uom; to Canada, will be extended to Canadian vessels ancl wrecking appliances to 
the extent to which such privHege is granted by this act to United States vessels 
and wrecking appliances. 

''5. This act shall cease to be in force from and after a date to be named in a proc­
lamation to be issued by the Governor-General to the effect that the said reciprocal 
privilege has been withdrawn, revoked or rendered iuoperati ve with respect to Can a.­
dian vessels or wrecking appliances in United States water contiguous to Canada;" 

And Whereas said proclamation of the Governor-General of Canada was commu­
nicated to this Government by Her Britannic Majesty's Ambassador on the 2d day 
of June last:-

Now, THEREFORE, being thus satisfied that the privilege of aiding American or 
other vessels and property wrecked, disabled, or in distress, in Canadian waters 
contiguous to the United States has been extended by the Government of the Domin­
ion of Canada to American vessels and wrecking appliances of all descriptions, I, 
GROVER CLEVELAND, President of the United States of America, in virtue of the 
authority conferred upon me by the aforesaid act of Congress, approved May 24, 
1890, do proclaim that the condition specified in the legislation of Congress afore­
said now exists and is fulfilled and that the provisions of said act of May 24, 1890, 
whereby Canadian vessels and wrecking appliances may render aid and assistance 
to Canadian and other vessels and property wrecked, disabled or in distres~, in the 
waters of the United States contiguous to the Dominion of Canada, including the 
Canal and improvement of the waters between Lake Erie and Lake Huron and the 
waters of the Saint Mary's River and Canal, are now in full force and effect. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the 
United States of America to be hereunto affixed. 

DONE at the City of Washington this seventeenth day of July in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and ninety-three and of the Independence of the 
United States the one hundred and eighteenth. 

(SEAL.] GROVER CLEVELAND 
By the President 

W. Q. GRESHAM 
Secretary of State. 
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Sir Julictn Pauncefote to Mr. Adee. 

BRITISH E11'lBASSY. 
Newport, R. I., July 26, 1893. (Received July 27.) 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of 
the 24th instant on the subject of reciprocal wrecking privileges 
between the United States and Canada, together with tlie copies 
therein inclosed of the proclamation issued l>y the President of the 
United States under date of the 17th instant, to give effect to the 
arrangement concluded in regard to conterminous waters, and already 
carried out on the side of Canada by the proclamation of the Governor­
General, of which a copy was inclosed in my note to Mr. Gresham of 
the 2d ultimo. In thanking you for that cornmunica,tion, I beg to 
inform you that I have this day transmitted a copy of it to the admin­
istrator of the Dominion, together with copies of the President's proc­
lamation. 

I have, etc., 
JULIAN P AUNCEFOTE. 

Sir Jttlian Pauncefote to JJ:[r. Greshcon. 

BRITISH EMBASSY, 
Newport, _A_ug,ust 9, 1893. (l~eceived August 12.) 

SIR: Under instructions which I have received from Her Majesty's 
principal secretary of sta,te for foreign affairs, I have the honor to 
transmit herewith a copy of a resolution, which was passed in the 
House of Commons on tlle lGth ultimo, expressing sympathy with the 
action taken by the Congress of the United States in favor of the settle­
ment of international disputes by arbitration. 

I am desired to state that Her Majesty's Government have pleasure 
in bringing this resolution to the knowledge of the Government of the 
United States, and that they would be glad if the President should see 
fit to lay it before both Houses of Congress. 

I have, etc., 
JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 

[Inclosure.] 

Resolution of th e House of Commons. 

Resolved, 'rhat this House has learnt with satisfaction that both Houses of the 
Uuited States Congress have, by r esolution, requested the Presitlent to invite from 
time to time, as fit occasions may arise, negotiations with any government with 
which the United States have or may have diplomatic relations, to the end that any 
differences or disputes arising between the two governments which can not be 
adjusted by diplomatic agency may he referred to arbitration and peaceably adjusted 
by such means, and that this House, cordially sympathizing with the purpose in 
view, expresses the hope that Her Majesty's Government will lend their ready 
cooperation to the Government of the United States upon the basis of the foregoing 
resolution. 
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Sir Julian Pa~mcefote to Mr. G'reshwnt. 

BRI'l'ISH EMBASSY, 
Newpo1·t, A~tgust 31, 1893. (Received September 4.) 

SIR: With reference to previous correspondence in relation to recip­
rocal privileges as to wrecking in the Weiland Canal, and more par­
ticularly to your note of the 24th of March last on that subject~ I have 
the honor to inclose a certified copy of an approved minute of the Privy 
Council of Canada, which I have received from His Excellency the 
Administrator of the Dominion for communication to your Government. 

The minister of trade and commerce in his report which is embodied 
in the minute, points out that the privileges conferred by the Cana­
dian act of 1893 are expressly exempted from the restrictions of the 
coasting laws of Canada, certain provisions of which are quoted in your 
note above referred to, and he expresses the opinion that pending a 
consideration of the broader question of a general reciprocity in coast­
ing and towing, it is not necessary to modify existing regulations in 
accordance with your suggestion. 

I am requested by His Excellency the Administrator to convey to 
your Government an assurance of the willingness of the Canadian 
Government to enter into negotiations with, or to receive proposals 
fi·om, the Government of the United States with a view to coming to 
au understanding on the general question. 

I have, etc., 
JULIAN P AUNOEFOTE. 

[Inclosure 1.] 

Certified copy of a Report of a Committee of the Hono1·able the P1·ivy Council, app1·oved 
by His Excellency the Gove1·nor-Genm·al in Council, on the 15th of Augltst, 1893. 

The Committee of the Privy Council have had under consideration a dispatch, 
hereto attached, dated 27th March, 1893, from Sir Julian Pauncefote, inclosing copy 
of a note from the honorable the Secretary of State for the United States on the 
subject of "reciprocal wrecking privileges." 

The minister of trade and commerce, to whom the matter was referred, states 
that the question of ((reciprocal wrecking privileges," which has for a considera­
ble length of time engaged the attention of the Governments of the Dominion and 
of the United States, having been dispo&ed of in a manner it is to be hoped satis­
factory to and in the interest of both countries, Canada having on her part passed 
the necessary legislative enactment and issued the requisite proclamation putting 
the law in force from the 1st of June, 1893, and the United States statutes having 
been so amended that with the departmental regulations which that country has 
given assurance will be issued to the effect that nothing in the customs or coasting 
laws of that country shall restrict the salving operations of Canadian vessels in the 
waters contiguous thereto, such regulations being in accord with the Canadian 
laws, there remains in his (the minister's) opinion no further action on the part of 
Canada necessary in order to give effect to the agreement. 

The minister observes that sections 5 and 6 of Chapter 21 of the Consolidated 
Orders in Council, to which attention is drawn by the honorable the Secretary of 
State for the United States, read as follows: 

"Foreign vessels may tow other vessels or things from a foreign port to a Cana­
dian port; but if they drop or part from any such vessel or thing in Canada waters 
they shall not again take such vessel or thing in tow for the purpose of moving the 
same further in Canadian waters." 

".Foreign vessels may tow other vessels or things from a Canadian port to a for­
eign port, but having parted from such vessel or things, or any of them, in Canadian 
waters, they can not again take such vessels or things in tow to move them further 
in Canadian waters; but this and the preceding rule are not to apply to an acci· 
deutal parting of such vessel by breaking hawser or other temporary damages." 
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The minister states that these sections have more especial reference, it will be 
observed, to the privileges accorded to foreign vessels trading on the coast and enter­
ing the harbors of Canada from sea or inland waters, and are based upon the pro­
visions of law respecting the coasting trade of Canada, Chapter 83, Revised Stat­
utes, a subject not dealt with in the agreement entered into except in so far as it is 
provided that nothing . in the customs or coasting _laws of either country shall 
restrict the salving operations of vessels or wrecking appliances engaged in salving 
wrecked property or when rendering assistance to vessels wrecked or in distress in 
the waters contiguous to Canada and the United States. 

The minister suggests that sections 5 and 6 hereinbefore referred to do not in his 
opinion, in any way, conflict with the provisions of the Act 55-56 Viet. Chapter 4, 
intituled "An act respecting aid by United States wreckers in Canadian waters," 
the third clause of which provides, as above stated, that nothing in the customs or 
coasting laws of Canada shall restrict the salving operations of such vessels or 
wrecking appliances, and the second clause declares that" aid and assistance includes 
all necessary towing incident thereto." 

The minister further states that at the conference between the representatives of 
the two governments at which the agreement respecting "reciprocal wrecking 
privileges" was arrived at, as well as in the course of previous negotiations, the 
broader subject of reciprocal coasting and towing was brought to the attention of 
the United States Government, and the advisability of a better understanding 
between the two countries was pointed out by the Canadian representatives, the 
United States representatives being given to understand that Canada was prepared 
to grant the privilege of coasting in Canadian waters whenever a similar privilege 
might be granted by the United States as respects Canadian vessels in United States 
waters, which proposition the United States representatives at the time declined to 
entertain except in so far as it related to vessels wrecked or in distress in waters 
conterminous to the United States and Canada. 

'l'he minister, in view of the foregoing, is of the opinion that it is not necessary to 
modify existing Canadian regulationsin the manner suggested by the honorable the 
United States Secretary of State, unless assurance of reciprocal modifications of the 
coasting laws and regulations of the United States may be given. 

The minister at the same time recommends that the United States Government be 
assured that Canada is willing to renew negotiations with or receive proposals from 
the United States Government with a view to such a desirable understanJing. 

The committee concur in the recommendations made by the minister of trade and 
commerce, and advise that your excellency be moved to forward a certified copy of 
this minute to Her Majesty's ambassador at Washington for transmission to the 
United States Government. 

All of which is respectfully submitted for your excellency's approval. 

[Inclosure 2.] 

JoHN J. McGEE, 
Clerk of the Privy Council. 

Sir Julian Pauncefote to Lord Stanley of P1·eston. 

W ASHINGTON1 March 27, 1893. 
SIR: With reference to my dispatch, No.2, of the 3d of January last, respecting 

wrecking privileges in the Weiland Canal, I have the honor to inclose copy of a note 
which I have received from Mr. Gresham containing further proposals by the United 
States Government on the subject. 

I have, etc., 
JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 

Sir Jttlian Pauncejote to JJ1r. Gresham. 

BRITISH EMBASSY, 
N m.t'Port, August 31, 1893. (Received September 4.) 

SIR: With reference to previous correspondence on the subject of 
reciprocal wrecking privileges in the inland waters contiguous to 
Canada and the United States, I have the honor to inclose copy of an 
approved minute of the privy council of Canada which I have received 
from his excellency, the administrator of the Dominion, representing 
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that though at the conference held at 'Vashington in February, 18!J2, it 
was agreed that instructions should be issued by the United States 
Treasury Department to a,uthorize the necessary towing incidental to 
the wrecking and salvage contemplated by the act of Congress, and to 
provide for the relaxation of the customs laws, no such instructions 
have yet been issned. 

I have, etc., 
JULIAN P AUNCEFOTE. 

[Inclos ure 1.] 

Cerl'ified copy of a1·eport of a c01wmittee of the honomble the pr'ivy conncil, app1'ored by 
his excellency the Gm:ernor-Genm·al in council on the 22d A1£gttst, 1893. 

On a report dated 18th August, 1893, from the minister of trade and commerce, 
sulJmitting the following in regard to reciprocal wrecking privileges: 

That at the conference held in Washington in February, 1892, the question of 
reciprocal wrecking was considered, and it was then agreed that tb.e subject "should 
be dealt with by legislation on tb.e part of Canada,, and by instructions from the 
Treasury Department of the United States to give the act of Congress on this subject 
such liberal construction as to include permission for all towing necessary and inci­
dental to wrecking a;nd salvage and the relaxation of customs laws in so far as may 
be necessary to make the reciprocal arrangement effective." 

That in pursuance of this agre{lil'lent the necessary legislative enactment was 
passed by Canaua, which provided for such towing as migb.t be incidental to wreck­
ing, and providing that nothing in the customs or coasting laws of Canada should 
restrict the saving operations of vessels or wrecking appliances. 

The minister observes that in due course the requisite proclamation was issued by 
the Governor-General of Canada bringing the act into force, whereupon the President 
of the United States also issued his proclamation declaring the United States acts on 
the subject to be in force, but as the United States acts made no provision for coast­
ing aml towing or relaxation of customs laws, it was thought that in the terms of 
the agreement the United States Treasury Department had issued the proposed 
instructions on the subject. 

That in order to obtain a copy of such instructions a letter was addressed to the 
Secretary of the Treasury on tht} 8th August instant, as per copy attached, calling 
attention to the matter and asking that a copy might be forwarded. A reply, under 
f1ate the 14th August instant, has come to band (copy attached), from which it appears 
that no instructions other than those conveyed by the President's proclamation have 
been issued. 

The minister under these circumstances recommends that the further attention of 
the United States Government be called to the subject through Her M::tjesty's am­
bassador at Washington, with a view to procuring the issue of the instructions 
agreed upon, in order to avoid any misconceptions of tb.e true intent of the meaning 
of the acts and proclamations that may otherwise arise in connection with the 
subject. 

The committee advise that your excellency be moved to forward a certified copy 
of this minute to Her Majesty's ambassador at Washington. 

All of which is respectfully submittE1c1 for your excellency's approval. 
JoHN J. McGEE, 

Clerk of the Privy Council. 

[Inclosure 2.] 

M1·. Pa1'mclee to M1'. Carlisle. 
AUGUST 8, 1893. 

SIR: Referring to the subject of reciprocal wrecking privileges in waters con­
terminous to Canada and the United States, a copy of the President's proclama­
tion of the 17th ultimo has reached this department through the usual official chan­
nel, but as yet no copy of any instructions' from the Treasury Department, which it 
was understood at the conference held in Washington in February, 1892, would be 
issued. in order to give to the act of Congress such construction as would include 
permission for any towing incidental and necessary to wrecking and salvage, and as 
to tho relaxation of cus~om laws or regnlations that might be necessary to make 
the reciprocal arrangements effective. 
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I am instructed by the honorable the minister of trade ancl commerce to inquire 
whether any instructions on the subject have yet iss ned; aml if so, I would be pleased 
to receive a copy, in order that dne notice of tho reciprocal agreement may be given 
to Canadian officers and others interested. 

I have, etc., 

[Inclosure 3. ] 

"\V. G. PARMELEE, 
Depnty Minister. 

M1'. Wike to JJI:r. Parrnelec. 

TREASURY DEPARTJ\1ENT1 
Washington, August 14, 1893. 

SIR: Referring to your letter of the 8th instant, I transmit herewith a copy of a 
circular embodying the only instructions issued by this Department in connection 
with the President's proclamation of July 17,1893, relative to wrecking privileges. 

Rcspectfu1ly, etc., 
s. WIKE, 

Assistant Sccr6tary. 

Sir J~~z.ian Pa,uncejote to ]Jr. Gresham. 

BRITISH EMBASSY, 
Newport, September 29, 1893. (Received October 2.) 

SIR: I have the honor to inform you that I have received a telegram 
from the Earl of Rosebery to the effect that, in view of the attitude of 
the rebel ships at Rio de Janeiro, it appP;ars to Her Majesty's Govern­
ment desirable that foreign naval commanders in the bay should be 
authorized to concert measures to. prevent the destruction of foreign life 
and property by the insurgent fleet, and to use force if they should 
consider it necessary and advisable for that purpose. 

I am desired by his lordship to suggest to your Government that 
they should telegraph instractions in the above sense to the United 
States naval commanders in those waters. 

I have, etc., 
JULIAN P AUNCEFOTE. 

lllr. Gresham to Sir Julie~~~ Pauncefote. 

[Telegn up.] 

DEPARTl\'IENT OF STATE, 
Washington, October 2, 1893. 

Before your note of the 29th ultimo was received the commander of 
the U. S. S. Charleston, unarmored, was instructed to act in concert with 
commanders of other foreign ves.sels in an effort to prevent further bom­
bardment of Rio .and destruction of foreign life and property, and a tele­
gram just received from our minister says the commanders of foreign 
vessels will so act. The Newark, one of our new and best armored 
ships, will be due at Rio in eight or nine days. I fear that the insur­
gent fleet is too strong for the foreign vessels now at Rio. 

W. Q. GRESHAM. 
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Mr. Gresham to Sir Julian Pauncefote. 

DEPARTMENT OF S1'ATE, 
lVctshington, October 21, 1893. 

EXCELLENCY: Referring to your note of the 31st of August last in 
regard to the matter of instructions by the U. S. Treasury Department 
to authorize the necessary towing incidental to the wrecking and sal­
vage contemplated by the act of Congress and to provide for the relaxa­
tion of the customs laws, I have the honor to inclose for the informa­
tion of the Canadian Government, copies of a circular issued by the 
Treasury Department on the 5th instant, relative to the reciprocal priv­
ileges which are to be enjoyed by the vessels of the two countries 
engaged in aiding vessels wrecked or disabled in waters conterminous 
to the U nitecl States and Canada. 

I have, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM, 

[Circular.] 

Rccip1'ocity of W'l'eclcing between the United States and Canada. 

To collecto1'8 of customs ancl others: 

TREASURY DF:PARTMENT, 
Washington, D. C., Octobm· 5, 1893. 

'rhe attention of collectors and other officers of the customs u11on the northern 
frontiers of the United States is invited to the President's proclamation, dated July 
17, 1893, relative to reciprocity of wrecking between the United States and Canada. 

The Acting Secretary of State, under elate of the 30th ultimo, recommends that 
further regulations regarding tlle matter be promulgated by this Department, and 
states that during the visit of the Canadian commissioners to Washington in 
OctobeT last the subject of reciprocal pTivileges ln wrecking was under considera-­
tion, and that a declaration was then made on the part of the Government of the 
United States that under the act of Congress, approved May 24, 1890, relating to 
vessels wrecked or disabled in the waters conterminous to the United States and 
Canada, t.he aid and assistance provided for in said act includes all necessary towing 
incident to said aiel and assistance, and that nothing in the coasting or customs 
laws of this country restricts the salving operations of such vessels and their appli­
ances. 

The proclamation, and the act of May 24, 1890, on which it was based, are em­
bodied in this Department's Circular No. 114, dated Jnly 28, 1893, and should be 
coustTued and observed by all customs officers in such a manner as to give due effect 
to the declaration aforesaid, in case of Canadian vessels and wrecking appliances 
rendering aiel and assistance to Canadian and other vessels and property ''aecked, 
disabled, or in distress in the waters of the United States contiguous to the Domin­
ion of Canada, including the canal and improvements of the waters between Lake 
Erie and Lake Hnron and the waters of the St. Marys river and canal. In case of 
doubt as to the action which should be taken in any case the Department will give 
special instructions. 

Similar regulations have been made by the Canadian Government. 
C. S. HAMLIN, 

.Acting Secretary. 

Sir Ju.lian Pauncefote to Mr. Gresharn. 

BRITISH EMBASSY, 
Washington, October 24, 1893. (Heceivecl October 26.) 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of 
the 21st instant, inclosing copies of a circular issued by the Treasury 
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Department respecting the reciprocal privileges which are to be en­
joyed by the vessels of Canada and the United States engaged in 
aiding vessels wrecked or disabled in conterminous waters. 

I have transmitted the cqpies of this circular to his excellency the 
governor-general of Canada. 

I have, etc., 
JULIAN PAUNCEFO'J'E. 

Mr. Gresham to Sir Julian Paunccjote. 

DEP AR'l'MEN1' OF STATE, 
Washington, December 4, 1893. 

ExCELLENCY: With regard to your note of August 9, 1893, of which 
acknowledgemeut has been hitherto unavoidably deferred, I have now 
the pleasure to inform you that the President will feel great satisfac­
tion in bringing to the knowledge of the Congress, in his forthcoming 
annual message, the resolution of the H9use of Commons, of the 
16th of July last, whereby that high body expressed its cordial sympa­
thy with the action taken by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in the concurrent resolution of February 14, and April 3, 1890, request­
ing the President "to invite, fi·om time to time, as fit occasions may 
arise negotiations with any government with which the United States 
has or may have diplomatic relations, to the end that any differences 
or disputes arising between the two governments which cannot be 
adjusted by diplomatic agency may be referred to arbitration and be 
peaceably adjusted by such means." . 

In manifesting the hope Her Majesty's Government will lend their 
cordial cooperation to the Government of the United States upon the 
basis of this concurrent resolution of Congress, the House of Commons 
has afforded a most gratifying proof of the sentiment of the two nations 
in favor of the settlement of international disagreements by honorable 
resort to impartial arbitration, a mode of adjustment of which the 
United States and Great Britain ha,;e, by mutual accord, given to the 
world conspicuous illustration on several recent occasions. 

I have, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAl\f. 

Sir Jttlian Pauncefote to Mr. Gresham. 

_ BRI1'ISH EMBASSY, 
WASHINGTON, December 13, 1893. (Received December 19.) 

SIR: With reference to my note of the 24th of October last I have 
tbe honor to inclose copy of an approved minute of the Canadian 
privy council which I have received from the Governor-General of the 
Dominion for communication to your Government on the subject of 
reciprocal wrecking in the inland waters contiguous to Canada and the 
United States. · 

I have, etc., 
JVLJA:rf PAUNCEFOTE. 
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[Inclosure.] 

Certified copy of a repo1't of a committee of the honorable the privy council, appr·oved by 
his excellency the go1'ernor-genera.l in council on Novernber 29, 1893. • 

The committee of the privy council have had under consideration a dispatch, 
hereto attached, dated 24th October, 1893, from Her Majesty's ambassador at Wash­
ington, inclosing copies of a circular issued by the Treasury Department on the 
subject of reciprocal wrecking in inland waters contiguous to Canada and the United 
States. 

The acting minister of trade and commerce to whom the dispatch and inclosures 
were referred reports that a circular, a copy of which is attached hereto, has been 
issned by the department of trade and commerce embodying the acts of Canada 
and the United States, the proclamations issued by the governor-general and by 
the P.resident of the United States as well as the circular in question. 

The committee, on the recommendation of the minister of trade and commerce, 
advise that your excellency be pleased to forward copies of the circular to Her 
Majesty's ambassador at Washington. 

All of which is respectfully sulJmitted for your excellency's approval. 
JOHN J. McGEE, 

Cle1'k of the Pt·ivy Council. 

Sir Julian Paurwefote to the Em·l of Aber·deen. 

BRITISH EMBASSY, 
Washington, Octobm· 24, 1893. 

MY LORD: In accordance with the request contained in Gen. Montgomery Moore's 
dispatch, No. 47, of the 25th August last, I transmitted to the United States Secre­
tary of State a copy of the certified report of the privy council of Canada which 
was therein contained, respecting reciprocal wrecking privileges in the inland waters 
contiguous to Canada and the United States. 

I have now the honor to inclose copies of a circular* issued by the Treasury De­
partment on the subject, which I have received from Mr. Gresham, for the informa­
tion of the Canadian Govemment. 

I have, etc., 
JULIAN PAUNCEFOTE. 

[Circular No. 11.) 

DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND COMMERCE, 
Ottawa, Novernber 7, 1893. 

RE. RECIPROCAL WRECKING. 

I am desired by the honorable the minister of trade and commerce to direct the 
attention of all persons interested to the following: 

At the conference held at Washington in February, 1892, between delegates of the 
Canadian Government and representatives of the United States Government, among 
other things discussed was the subject of reciprocal wrecking privileges in waters 
conterminous to Canada and the United States, and it was then agreed that the sub­
ject should be dealt with by legislation on the part of Canada and by such instruc­
tions from the Treasury Department of the United States as might be necessary to 
give to the act of Congress on the subject such liberal construction as would include 
permission for all towing necessary and incidental to wrecking and salvage, and the 
relaxation of customs laws in so far as might be necessary to make the reciprocal 
arrangementR effective. (Vide Sessional Papers No. 52, 1893.) 

In pursuance of this a.greement the Parliament of Canada, at its next ensuing 
session, passed the act 55-56 Vic., chap. 4. intituled "An act respecting aid by United 
States wreckers in Canadian waters," and upon being apprised that the act of Con­
gress approved June 19, 1878. entitled" An act to aid vessels wrecked or disabled in 
waters conterminous to the United States and the Dominion of Canada," as amended 
by an act approved May 24, 1890, had been further amended by an act approved 
March 3, 1893, his excellency the Governor-General issued his proclamation on 
May 17,1893, bringing the said act 55-56 Vic., chap. 4, into force on and after the 1st 

*For this inclosure see inclosme to note of Octob~:r 21 from Mr. Gresham, page 351. 

F R--23 
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day of June, 1893, which sai<l11roclamation was communicated to the United States 
Government by Her Majesty's ambassador at Washington on the 2d day of June, 
1893, whereupon the President of the United States issued on the 17th day of July, 
1893, his proclamation declaring tlie act of Congress above referred to to be from 
thif; time in full force and effect. 

Under date of the 5th October, 1893, the Secretary of the Treasury of the United 
States issued a circular letter of instructions relative to the construction to be 
given to the act of Congress and relative to all necessary towing incidental to any 
wrecking or salving, and to such relaxation of United States customs laws as 
appeared necessary in order to give full effect to reciprocal wrecking, etc., in the 
waters conterminous to the two countries. 

Appended are copies of the act 55-56 Vic., chap. 4, of his excellency's proclamation 
of the 17th May last, of the President's proclamation of the 17th July last, which 
embodies the act of Congress as amended, and of the United States Treasury circular 
of the 5th October, all above referred to. 

W. G. PARMELEE, 
Deputy Mintster. 

Mr. Gresham to Sir Julian Pauncefote. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, December 21, 1893. 

ExCELLENCY: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
note of the 13th instant, inclosing a copy of an approved minute of 
the Canadian privy council on the subject of reciprocal wrecking in 
the inland waters contiguous to the United States and Canada . 

.Adding that the contents of your note will be duly communicated to 
the Secretary of the Treasury for his information, I have, etc. 

W. Q. GRESHAM. 
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Mr. Tcrres to 1VI1·. Foster. 

No. 120.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Port au, Prince, Haiti, November 18, 1892. (Received December 2.) 
SIR: I beg leave to report to you the following facts regarding the 

arrest and imprisonment of Mr. Frederick l\1evs, one of our citizens 
residing and doing business in this city. 

On Saturday night last, the 12th instant, at 10 o'clock, I was tele­
phoned to by Mr. Eugene Mevs, informing me that his brother Frederick 
had been arrested and sent to prison without any just cause, and would 
I please look into the matter and obtain his release as soon as possible. 
On Sunday morning be called on me and explained to me the cause of 
the arrest of his brother. I went immediately to see the minister of 
foreign affairs, arriving at his private residence about 10 o'clock. I 
explained the case to him and asked that be would please give it his 
attention, telling him that Mr. Mevs had been placed in a dirty, filthy 
cell among all classes of criminals, and as far as I could learn, without 
any just cause. He promised me that he would give it his attention, 
saying at the same time that he did not think that anything could be 
done until Monday morning, 14th, but at that time he would have the 
case attended to. I awaited on Monday up to 3:30 o'clock. I then 
telephoned the minister and asked what steps had been taken in the 
affair. He replied that he had been very busy all day and had not bad 
the time to attend to it, but that he would immediately give the case 
his attention. I thanked him, and at the same time asked to have Mr. 
Mevs released during the afternoon, to which he replied that he would. 

I awaited up to 12 o'clock on Tuesday, receiving no reply. In the 
meantime the inclosed protest was sent to me, telling me that he (Mr. 
Mevs)was still in prison, and that according to the Haitian laws, which 
demand that a person imprisoned should be interrogated within forty­
eight hours after confinement, had not been fulfilled. Taking in con­
sideration the steps that I had taken and that no attention had been paid 
to it by the minister, I decided to send a dispatch, of which inclosure 
2 is a copy, which I did at 12 o'clock on Tuesday. Up to the present­
Friday, 18th, 3 p. m.-I have received no reply to my dispatch, and 
nothing has been done with the prisoner. He remains still confined in 
prison, without being interrogated to see whether or not he is guilty 
of the charge made against him. 

Mr. Mevs is a member of an .American firm of Boston (Green, Kenae­
bel & Co.), doing quite a large business in this city. They pay to the 
Haitian Government at least $75,000 a year customs duties, and it is too 
absurd to think that a member of a respectable firm would attempt to 
smuggle an article on which the duties, according to the Haitian tariff', 
would be $2. It is only a pretext to show their animosity agaiust an 
American. The night of his arrest Mr. Mevs offered the commissaire 

355 
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of the Government $200 as a deposit for his appearance the next day. 
The reply was, " No; not for a million," and he was sent to prison. 

Inelmmre No.3 is the copy of a protest just received from Mr. Mevs. 
I deem it my duty to present this ease to the Department as it now 

stands, respectfully awaiting any instructions it may deem fit to give 
on the subject. 

I lla v e, etc., 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 129.] 

M1·. Mevs to Mr. Ter1·es. 

JOHN B. TERRES, 
Vice Consul- General. 

PORT AU PRINCE, Novernbm· 15, 1892. 
SIR: I hereby beg to bring to your notice the following fac.ts: 
On Saturday, at 7 o'clock p. m. of the 12th instant, I left my store after closing 

and proceeded to the wharf to deliver a letter for St. Marc by one of the boats. 
Having taken a parcel along containing 1 dozen cotton chemises and one-half 

dozen nightshirts, I left same (to obviate carrying it along to the wharf) at the 
private house of the secretary of the port, which is situated close by, and called for 
it upon my returl!, invHing the secretary at the same time to have a drink at an 
opposite bar. 

After having been together about one-quarter of an hour, I proceeded for home, 
when I was suddenly surrounded in ·one the prominent streets by an armed force of 
guards, accompanied by an a.ide-de-camp of the President of Haiti, recently 
accused and tried for assassination in the courts here, who insisted upon the guards 
arresting me for contraband, claiming having observed me coming from the secre­
tary's house with a parcel. 

I was forcibly arrested, despite my protests and those of the people who were 
present and had seen me with the parcel coming from the direction of my store. 

On being brought Lefore the general in chief of police, my accuser was questioned 
by him regarding the particulars of my arrest; whereupon he could not state having 
seen me landing or leaving- the wharf with the parcel, but had merely seen same in 
my possession on leaving the house of the secretary, which is the only foundation 
for his accusation of rny having participated in a contmhand. 

The foregoing statements of my accuser were taken down in the proces verbal, 
drawn up as usual by the authorities. · 

From the bureau of police I was conducted to the attorney-general, who refused 
to see or hear me, but ordered me to be taken immediately to prison, which was 
done, and I was thrown into a filthy, vermin-infested cell among criminals of the 
lowest gracle of humanity, not fit for any civilized man to come in contact with. 

I am still waiting without having had a hearing, and this fact in itself constitutes 
a breach of the Haitian law, which prescribes that all persons shall have a hearing 
within twenty-four hours of their arrest. 

I have now been in prison over sixty hours without a hearing, and do hereby for­
mally protest against this illegal and arbitrary proceeding against me, and request 
you to extend to me the protection of the United Sta,tes, of which I am a citizen. 

I am, etc., 
FnEDEmcK MEw. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 129.] 

Mr. Tet·res to 111r. Lespinasse. 

~EGA'l'ION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
P01·t an P1·ince, November 15, 1892. 

SIR: I have the honor to bring to your attention and that of your Government that 
on Saturday night last, the 12th instant, a citizen of the United States, Mr. Frederick 
Mevs, 1·esiding at Port an Prinee, was arrestP-d by the officials of your Government, 
as appears, without any just or legal proofs whatsoever agaiust him, imprismwdin the 
common jail of the city, and has been there confined up to the present time. 



HAITI. 357 

This case is, therefore, mostrespectfully brought to your attention, with the hope 
t,hat it will command the immediate andjust consideration of your Government, and 
that such course be taken therein as may lead to the release of Mr. Mevs without 
unnecessary delay. 

I have, etc., 

[Inclosure 3 in No. 129.] 

M1·. Mevs to Mr. 1'e1'1'es. 

JOHN B. TERRES, 
Vice- Consul-General. 

PORT AU PRINCE, November 18, 18.92, 3 o'clock p.m. 
SIR: I herewith beg to advise you that I am still retained in prison without a 

hearing, which, according to Haitian law, should have taken place within forty­
eight hours of my arrest, in default of which it becomes amenable to damages. 

1 formally protest against this arbitrary manner of treating an American citizen 
by the Haitian authorities in direct viol:.ttion of their own laws. 

Trusting that you have and are still giving my case your careful attention, 
I am, etc., 

FREDERIC!{ MEVS. 

Mr. Terres to Jf1·. Foster. 

No. 130.] LEGA'l'ION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Port au Prince,Haiti, Novmnber 25, 18.92. (Received December 5.) 
SIR: Heferring to my No.12D, of the 18th instant, concerning the case 

of Mr. Frederick Mevs, I have to repol't that on Friday, 18th instant, 
at 4 p.m., three and a half days after sending my communication to the 
Haitian Government, I received a dispatch, of which inclosure 1 is a 
copy with translation, from the minister of foreign affairs, who also 
holds the portfolio of justice, and on the 22d, in the afternoon, I received 
the dispatch, of which inclosure 2 is a copy, accompanied with a trans­
lation. 

Mr. Mevs had then been confined in prison eleven days, and up to 
that time no interrogation had been made into bis case, which accord­
ing to paragraph 118, of criminal instruction, should be done within 
twenty-four hours. Now, admitt,ing this to be a case of smuggling 
(but Mr. Mevs assures me that there exists no foundation for the accu­
sation) I do not think that the Haitian authorities have any law 'which 
justifies them in putting the person accused in prison. They can, in 
cases of persons caught in the act of smuggling, confiscate the goods 
found in their possession, and on conviction for the offense be con­
demned to six months' or two years' imprisonment. Such was the stand 
taken in 1882 by Mr. Langston, at the time minister resident to Haiti, 
in the case of Capt. Potter, who was confined in prison for four days 
for smuggling (see dispatch No. 508 of December 18, 1882), and the 
Haitian Government was forced to pay $5,000 indemnity to him for 
false imprisonment, and they are far less justified in the case of Mr. 
Mevs than in the one just cited. 

I have never known a case of a person accused of smuggling, except 
the case of Capt. Potter, where they were COilfined in prison, and it is 
my conviction that it is not for the crime committed that our citizen is 
held in prison, but to show a disrespect for our citizens and Govern­
ment. 

I will await instructions before taking any further steps in this case. 
I have, etc., · 

JOHN B. TERRES, 
Vice Consul- General. 
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[Inclosnre 1 in No. 130.-Translation.] 

M1·. Lespinasse to M1·. Te?Tes. 

MINISTRY FOR FOREIGN AFrrAr:Rs, 
Port au P~nce, }{ovember 17, 1892. 

Mr. VICE-CONSUL-GENERAL: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch of the 15th instant' 
by which you inform me that a citizen of the United States, Mr. Frederick Mevs, 
resident of Port au Prince, has been arrested. by the authorities of my Government 
and deposited in the prison of this city. 

I transmit your communication to the department of justice, requesting informa­
tion, which I ·will hasten to band you. 

Accept, etc., 
ED. LESPINASSE. 

[Inclosure 2 inN o.l30.-Translation.] 

M1·. Lespinasse to M1·. Tm·res. 

Mr. VrcE-CoNsur.-GENERAL: 

MIXIRTRY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
Pm·t an Prince, Novmnber 22, 189~. 

Iu following up my dispatch of the 18th instant I hasten to give you notice that 
Mr. Frederick Mevs, arrested :md incarccratefl hy the police for the offense of con­
traband, has been summoned for the first audience of the correctional tribunal of 
this jurisdiction, audience which will take place on Thursi!.ay, the 1st of December 
next, at 10 o'clock in ihe morning, the very date of the resumption of the ordinary 
session of the tri hunal. 

Accept, etc., 
ED. LESPINASSE. 

Mr. Foster to Mr. Terres. 

(Tclegram.l 

DEP AR'l'l\IENT OF ST A'l'E, 
TVashington, December 2, 1892. 

Mr. Foster, witb reference to l\1r. Terres's dispatch of November 18, 
iustructs him to enter an earnest protest against the imprisonment of 
Mevs, if he has not already been released, and to report by cable. 

JJ[r. Tares to Jllr. FoNtcr. 

No. 135.] LEGATION OF 'l'IJE UNITED STATES, 
Port c~tt Prince, Hait·i, December 17, 18.92. (Reeeived December 27.) 
SIR: I now beg leave to report that the case of Mr. Mevs was the 

first called np for trial at the opening of the session of the correctioual 
court here, December I, and after the hearing of the informer and the 
fonr witnesses cited to appear, no grounds whatever were found whereon 
to base a conviction, and Mr. Mevs was dismissed seance tenante. 

Inclosure 1 is a copy of the report of the trial, taken by a stenogra­
. pher, which is accompanied by a free translation thereof. 

InClosure 2 is a letter received from Mr. 1\ievs, setting forth his griev­
auces, and concludes by asking- that some action be takeu to compensate 
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him fully for this outrage and what. he has suffered thereby, which he 
estimates at $1,000 per rlay for each day of his detention in prison. 

The frivolity of the charge and the injustice done to our citizen are so 
clear that I do not feel it necessary to make further comment thereon, 
but await most respectfully your instructions before taking further steps 
in the matter. 

I have, etc., 
JOHN B. TERRES, 

Vice Consul- General. 

[Inclosure 1 in No.l3G.-Translatiou.] 

Rep01·t of the t1·ial of Mr. F. Mevs. 

porrectional audience of the 1st of December, 1892-civil court of Port au Prince, 
presided by Judge M. Homain. 

At 10:10 a.m. the correctional court is opened to try the case of Frederick Mevs. 
Assistant attorney of Government, Laferriere, explains that Mr. F. Mevs is accused 
of having committed an act of smuggling, for which he had been arrested on the 12th 
of November last. 

·witnesses are called viz: Mrs. Paul Andreoli, Louis Ed ward, Capt. Kenaebel for 
the defense, and Mr. Lavictoire and D. Hendricks witnesses for the Government. Wit­
Ilesses are remanded. N. Leger, lawyer for tbe defendant, demands the preliminary 
examination of the informer. Complying with this demand, the judge has Mr. Lavic­
toire brought up. 

Q. What is your name and forenamef-·A. Eugene Lavictoire Smith. 
Q. Your age~-A. 20 years.· 
Q. Your profession ~-A. Aid-de-camp to the President and public employe. 
Q. Relate to the court what you know about the afl'air for which Mr. Mevs has 

been arrested.-A. Saturday nights 1 generally go to my father's inn or to J. J. 
Andain's; just that night I was on the corner of the street talking to the Commissary 
of Police Severe, whel! I saw Dorelus Hendricl{s coming out of his house accompanied 
by Mr. Mevs, who carried a package; seeing me talk to a member of the police and 
knowing that I myself am a public officer, Dorelus tried to hide Mevs with the pack­
age. l remembered that recently one of onr compatriots had been disgraced for 
smuggling of a few snits which he had bought on board, and I thought that what is a 
crime for a Haitian should also be one for a foreigner. Seeing Dorelus entering the 
grand c.afe with Mevs, who had the package under his arm: I said to Severe, you 
can not allow a foreigner to smuggle in this manner; it is your duty to arrest Mevs. 
In leaving the bar room and just before reaching the bouse of Etienne fils he was 
arrested. Seeing he was arrested he preferred to talw a carriage to go to the head 
police station. At his arrival there he prot~stecl declaring that it was a present an 
Americart captain brought to his sister. 

Q. What time was it when the affair took place ~-A. Eight o'clock at night. 
Q. Yon are sure that Mevs was coming from thew harf f-A. I was st~tncling before 

the small house of the secretary of the port, waiting for somebody, when I saw these 
gentlemen. 

Mr. LAFERIUERE (Government attorney). Then you saw Mevs leaving the house! 
A. No, I don't know whether he came from the house, but I saw him before it. 
Mr. LAFEIUUERE. Then you can not say if he came from the house~ 
A. No, but from that direction. 
Mr. LAFERRIERE. Where is the house in question situated' 
A. In the neighborhood of the wharf. 
Mr. LAJ.'ERRIERE. I think I know the neighborhood; you say you saw these gen­

tlemen before the house of the secretary of the port; it seems to me that Hiviere's 
honse also faces the same street; to accuse Mevs of smuggling, I should think yon 
ought to have special reasons or indications. 

A. I am perfectly aware that from 8 o'clock on it is entirely impossible for one 
to come from the wharf with a package, as there are no stores there; therefore, if 
one is seen in tl\at direction with a parcel, be sure it is a case of smuggling. 

Mr. LEGER (defendant's lawyer). I would ask the witness if he saw Mr. Mevs on 
the wharH 

A. I can not say, because I had my back turned to the wharf, only he came from 
that direction. 

Mr. LEGER. That is not an answer; has witness seen Mr. Mevs on the wharf; yes 
or no f 

A. I have seen him in the direction of the wharf. 
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Mr. liEGRP.. Where was he at that moment? 
A. Opposite the post-office, abont abreast of Mr. Riviere's gate. 
Mr. LEGER. Nearly opposite of Brun? 
A. No; opposite of the post-office 
Mr. LRGKR. Then you saw him coming br the road of the ice housef 
A. I can not say, as I was close to Riviere's fence. 
Mr. LEGER. Rivi8re's fence starts from the beach and terminates at the next cor­

ner; everybody knows what a vast property it is; the witness must state precisely 
the exact spot where he stood at the time; he can not have forgotten ·it. 

A. I stood before the large gate; I was waiting for some one; I hid myself on account 
of the reflection of the lamp which illuminated me, so that I was in a devil's obscur­
ity. 

Mr. LEGER. So the witness admits that he was concealed watching at Riviere's 
gate; he admits that it was as dark as in hell; how could he recognize that it were 
Mevs and Hendricks that were smuggling unless he could see in hell. 

A. I said there was the light of the lamp which illuminated as far as the wharf 
and even the whole street, and ha<l I been on top of the Eif!'el tower, this light 
would have enabled me to see all that was passing below. 

Mr. LEGER. Then despite the obscurity the witness could see~ Now I would beg 
the court to ask witness how is the house of the secretary, Hendricks,. situated 
relating to the sea~ 

A. As far as from here to the house on the opposite side of the street. 
Mr. LIWEH. I do not want the distance, but ask if the house is situated to the 

right or to the left; that is, on the side of Mr. Brun's store or on the opposite side 
toward the sea f 

A. It is on the corner. 
Mr. LAFERHmRE (Government attorney). Lavictoire declares that he stood at the 

gate. Did he face south or eastf 
A. East. 
Mr. LAFERRIERE. Then some oue could come from the wharf without being per­

ceived by him f 
A. Yes; but on approaching he 'i"Wuld be seen. 
Mr. LAFERRIERE. Witness says that he stood at Riviere's gate, which is a few 

steps from tbb beach; how then cou](l he distinguish two persons at the corner of 
Brun's and see they were smuggling? 

A. I saw one of them with a parcel under his arm and the other trying to cover 
him from view. I understood that it was a case of smuggling. I told the commis­
saire of police to go and see if it was smuggling. At the police station Mevs declared 
that it was a present from a captain. 

Mr. LAFERRIERE. 'Vitness says that he understood it was smuggling because Hen­
flricks tried to conceal Mevs from view. On the other hand, he had declared that 
he was himselfh1 obscurity and that one couldnot see him. How could he observe 
this~ 

A. The bridge leading to the cafe of Andreoli upon which they crossed is very 
nan·ow. 

Mr. LEGER. I beg the court to notice that according to declaration of witness he 
became suspicions upon having seen Hendricks try to conceal Mevs; he himself 
admits that he saw them from Hiviere's gate when they were on the bridge lealling 
to the cafe. 

Witness was dismissed. 
Next witness, Hendricks, is called up and questioned as follows: 
Q. What is your name and forenamef -A. Dorelus Hendricks. 
Q. What is your age ~-A. Forty-three years. 
Q. Yonr profession ?-A. Public employe. 
Q. 'Where do you live f-A. Port-an-Prince. 
Q. Relate what you know of the affair in question ?-A. That evening I was sit­

ting before my door when Mevs arrived with a sma11 package under his arm. He 
came from his store to go down to the \vharf. He requested me to allow him to 
deposit the package to take it upon his r eturn. Upon his return he took back his 
parcel and invited me to go and have a drink at Mrs. Paul Andreoli's. We went ancl 
in passing the corner we met Lavictoire; after having had a drink with Mevs I left 
him. A few moments after I heard some noise; and upon going to see what it was I 
saw Lavictoire in the act of having Mevs arrested. I wanted to explain and observed 
that Mevs haa come with the parcel, whereupon Lavictoire cries to the police "Do 
your duty; I am aide-de-camp to the President." I saw no nwre, thinking I would 
be called to furnish information. It is only to-day that I have been called and ques­
tioned. Since twelve years I am at the port-office; my conduct bas always been per­
fect and I have always done my cluty. My name has never been mentioned. Never 
would I facilitate any smuggling, and if I had not always done my duty I woulunot 
have remained so long at the port. 
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Q. Was Mevs arrested in your preRence' Was it immediately after you left him?­
A. As soon as I beard the noise I returned, but Mevs was already arrested, sur­
rounded by police. 

Q. Did Mevs come to you with a parcel under his arm?-A. Yes; he came with 
the parcel from uptown; no doubt from his store. 

Q. When you saw him did you know what the parcel contained ~--A. No. 
Q. You are a friend of Mevs.-A. I am on the same terms with him as with all my 

friends. 
Q. Where did you meet Lavictoire ~-A. On the corner of the Grand "Cafe. 
Q. At what distance from you was be~-A. As far as from here to the door. 
Q. Did he speak to you f-A. He saluted me and asked me, How goes it' 
Q. After that you left him at the Grand Cafe ~-A. It is only when I heard the 

noise that I returned to make some observations. 
Mr. LEGER. You see that the witness Lavictoire is canght in flagrant delit of inex­

actitude; he has affirmed that he was close to Riviere's gate, whereas they lutve 
just said that he was standing on the corner; they tell you that they could see him: 
whereas he declaTes that he was biding himself awaiting somebody. 

The witness, Hendricks, having nothing more to say, Mrs. Andreoli is called up. 
Q. What is your name 'f-A. Mme. Paul Andreoli. 
Q. Your age 'f-A. Fifty-four years. 
Q. Your profession 'f-A. Merchant. 
Q. Relate to the court what you know of this matter.-A. I know nothing; I lwul 

seen Mr. Mevs leave with a sma1l parcel under his arm; he closed his store, and I 
closed mine~ and went down to my bar-room; some minutes after I saw Mevs coming 
into the bar with the secretary of the port to have a drink.· All at once I heard a 
noise outside; it was Mr. Mevs they were arresting for smuggling the little parcel 
which he had with him when leaving his store. • 

Q. So, then, he carried a package under his arm ?-A. Yes; he had it on leaving 
his store, and he had it again when he returned to the bar-room with the secretary. 

Q. This is all that you know 'f-A. Yes. · 
Q, Does the counsel of the accused wish to examine the witness 'f 
Mr. LEGER. I would spoil this testimony if I would attempt to add anything to it. 
Next witness, L. Edouard, is called. 
Q. What is your name 'f-A. Louis Edouard. 
Q. Your age~-A. Thirty-eight years. 
Q. Your profession 'f-A. Merchant. 
Q. Your 1·esidence'f-A. Port-au-Prince. 
Q. Relate to the court what you know of this matter.-A. I was sitting before 

my door when Mr. Mevs·passed wUh a parcel under his arm. Some moments after 
l went down to the wharf and in coming back I met Mr. Mevs coming out of the 
Grand Cafe. At the same moment we were surrounded by police. I demanded an 
explanation of Mr. Lavictoire, who replied that he had discovered a case of smug­
gling. I wanted to make my observations, and explain that Mr. Mevs bad left his 
store with a parcel of samples, as it appeared to me, but he would not. listen to me. 

Mr. LEGER. Magistrate, what can I add to this? One sees it is all cut and dried 
to make of Mr. Mevs a smuggler. 

Next witness, Capt. Knaeble. 
Q. Your name 'f-A. Max Knaebel. 
Q. Your age'l-A. Forty-two years. 
Q. Your profession 'f-A. Merchant. 
Q. Relate to the court what you know of the affair of Mevs.-A. I know but this: 

I brought down to the store one dozen chemises and one half-dozen nightshirts for 
Mr. Mevs. Saturday night I left as usual. Mr. Mevs, in closing the store, must 
have taken the package which belonged to him. 

Q. So then he left the store with the package 'f-A. Yes; proof of which is that the 
package was there Saturday night and not there Monday morning. 

Q. This is all yon know~-A. Yes. 
Witness dismissed. 
The accused is called np to be examined. 
Q. Your name 'f-A. Frederick Mevs. 
Q. Your age~-A. Thirty-one years. 
Q. Your profession ~-A. Merchant. 
Q. The place of your birth 'f-A. New York. 
Q. Relate to the court the circumstances of your arrest.-A. Saturday night, after 

closing the store, 'Yhichi left, with a parcel under my arm, to go down to the wharf to 
deliver a letter for the coast, I passed Mr. Hendricks's door, and, seeing him si~ing out­
side, I asked him to allow me to leave the parcel until my return, which he con­
sented to. In coming back I took my parcel from him, inviting him at the same 
time to go and have a drink at the Grand Cafe. Upon leaving, to my great surprise, 
I found myself surrounded by police, headed by Mr. Lavictoire, who declared that 
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I had been smuggling. I protested against this arrest, which was not listened to. 
I took a carriage ancl was conducted to the police station. 

Q. You left with the parcel ~-A. Yes; from my store. 
Q. Is that all you have to say~-A. Yes. . 
Defendant sent back to his seat. Upon which the Government attorney takes the 

floor. 
Mr. LAFERRIERE. Your honors, as to documents accusing Mr. Mevs of having 

smuggled, to the prejudice of the revenue, we have only the report of the police which 
was drawn up upon the informa.tion of Mr. Lavictoire, so that to base his convic­
tions the Government attorney only waited the testimony of witnesses. All the 
witnesses heard have declared that Mr. Mevs left his store with the parcel which 
caused his presence here in his possession. M~. Lavictoire, who informed against 
Mr. Mevs, upon being interrogated can not say that he saw Mr. Mevs coming out of a 
boat nor from the wharf with this parcel, therefore we have the right to say that 
Mr. Lavictoire had been mistaken. As the attorney-general is not obliged, despite 
everything, to maintain the accusations, I think it will meet with the assent of the 
court to discharge Mr. Mevs. 

Mr. LEGER. This summing up of the case by the assistant commissary of Govern­
ment shows the honorable sentiments by which this magistrate is actuated. N everthe­
less I must express my great disappointment at the absence of the Government attor­
ney himself at court to-day, because the reproaches which I must now withhold were 
to be directed against himself personally without resting upon the bases of the case. 
I would limit myself to some general considerations, and you wjll allow me to deplore 
the inconsiderate manner in which individual liberty is dealt with in Haiti. Assur­
edly we have made some progress, hut it is not in the sense of liberty; formerly we 
had certain respects for foreign residents in our country. Haitians only were liable 
to be arbitrarily incarcerated, but at present it appears as if we would establish 
equality in vexations and humiliations. Mr. Mevs has been treateq. as though he 
was a Haitian. I have more than once protestt> (l against the illegal arrest of Haitians. 
I am happy to be able to-day to make the same protestat,ions in favor of a foreigner. 
I would desire to see the Ha.itian Government afford the same protection t8 every 
one residing upon our territory without national distinction. How you, decorated 
with the white cockade emblem of honor, y ou do not fear to turn informer against 
Mr. Mevs! You advanced that he carried a smuggled package. Mr. Mevs was 
arrested and lodged in jail without his identity being established in the usual 
form at the police station; he was not even asked his name. And what is stillmore 
deplorable is the Government attorney having acted with the same indifference in 
the matter. They did not inquire whether the person arre~ted was really Mr. Mevs, 
or you, or myself, or any other. Moreover he has never had one single hearing to 
allow him to prove his innocence. According to my judgment I think that the chief 
of police is less reproachable; for the Government attorney could have repaired 
the mistake made by his subordinate. For this reason I repeat my regret of not find­
ing him in court instead of his assistant, to point out to him how he had not gi\ren 
the matter a second thought when Mr. Mevs was brought to him-sending him 
unceremoniously to prison where he was kept for twenty days without taking in 
consideration that this would cause his ruin as a merchant, besides the stigma upon 
his character. If here in our country smuggling is not considered a dishonor, where 
our merchants grow rich through it and attain the highest rauk, even unto that of 
minister, in other countries a smuggler is a degraded personage and outlawed; and 
if the New York friends and relations and relatives of Mr. McYs lJecome aware of the 
facts, that would no donl1t cause him irreparable harm. You save him from this 
dishonor in acquitting him honorably and in severely rebuking the informer. 

One of the witnesses told you that the police would not listen to his explanations. 
These explanations would have sufficed to prove that the crime of smuggling imputed 
to Mr. Mevs existed only in the imagination of Mr. Lavictoire, but they did not put 
themselves to the trouble to investigate, and decided to make a smuggler of Mr. 
Mevs. It is through such irregular proceedings that we expose very often our unfor­
tunate country to humiliations by great powers. In the interest of our country we 
should blame the functionaries who, through their negligence and stupidity, do 
not take the desirable precaution and forget to abide by the laws. I have even 
been told that Mr. Mevs would have been refused to be set at liberty temporarily 
had he demanded it, and notwithstanding that at present there are Haitians here in 
court accused of smuggling but enjoying their liberty. But it is necessary to have 
but one weight and measure; if not w~ will open a large gate for the ingress of 
diplomatic reclamations. l!'ortunately we have to deal with Mr. Mevs, members of 
whose family are old residents of this country since Boyer's time and have never 
caused any trouble to the country, but have on the contrary contributed to its 
progress in propagating the distinguished art of cabinetmaking. Mr. Mevs has 
already suffered twenty days in jail; you will do an act of sound justice in pro­
nouncing his acquittal and stigmatizing his accuser. 
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[Inclosure 2 in No. 135.] 

Mt·. Mm's to M1·. Terres. 

PORT AU PRINCE, December 10, 1892. 
SIR: I beg leave herewith to bring to your notice that I was tried on the 1st 

instant on the alleged charge of smuggling, for which I was arrested and held in 
prison since the 12th ultimo. 

You already know the details of the case, and that it resulted in my entire acquit­
tal, no proofs having been obtainable against me by the court, after an illegal deten­
tion of twenty days in prison without the least investigation having been made 
during that time. 

As you know yourself, this matter was an outrage to me personally, and moreover 
as an American citizen, for had I been a Haitieu I would have been released the 
morning following my arrest without further being said, for the authorities were 
perfectly aware that my arrest was unfounded. But having committed himself, the 
Government attorney saw the grave nature of the matter and was determined to 
keep me in prison and eventually condemn me if possible. 

In the extract of the testimony pro and con and likewise that of the argument of 
my lawyer, who fully sets forth the arbitrary manner in which I was used, will 
enable you to perceive the truth of my statement and facts of the case. 

My affairs have suffered through this incalculably, and the stigma on my standing, 
private and commercially, is unimaginable, for which I earnestly request that you 
submit these facts to the home Government and ask tllat some action be taken to 
compensate me fully for tbis outrage and what I have suffered by it, which I con­
scientiously put down at $1,000 each day of my detention in prison. 

Trusting that you will not fail to give this matter all due attention, 
I am, etc., 

No. 87.] 

FREDERICK MEVS, 

Mr. Foster to llfr. Durham. 

DEPARTMEN'l' OF STATE, 
Washington, December 22, 1892. 

SrR: This Department bas been advised by the vice-consul-general 
of the arrest and confinement at Port au Prince of a respectable Amer­
ican merchant, Mr. Frederick lVIevs, under aggravating circumstances. 

It is desired that you will terminate the leave of absence you are 
now enjoying and return to Port au Prince for the purpose of investi­
gating this affair and taking such action with the Government of Haiti 
as the circumstances may require. 

The Secretary of theN avy bas been requested to transport you to 
Port au Prince in a vessel of the Navy, and, if public business requires 
it, to also transport you from Port au Prince to San Domingo City. 

-You will, however, delay the vessel as short a time as possible in this 
service. 

You are instructed, after ascertaining the real facts of the arrest and 
confinement of Mr. Mevs, to lay the matter before the Government of 
Haiti, if the circumstances warrant it, and ask for such action on its 
part in reparation of this injury to an American citizen as, in your dis­
cretion, may seem proper. 

I am, etc., 
JOHN W. FOSTER. 
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Mr. Durham to Mr. Foster. 

[Extract.] 

No. 1.41.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Port au Prince, Haiti, ,January 5, 1893. (Received January 17 .. ) 

SIR: 1 beg leave to acknowledge the receipt at Philadelphia of your 
dispatch No. 87, December 22, last. In this you instructed me to ter­
minate the leave of absence which I was at that time enjoying to pro­
ceed to Port au Prince in a vessel of the Navy which the Secretary of 
the Navy would be requested to place at your disposition, to investigate 
the real facts of the alleged illegal confinement of Mr. Frederick Mevs, 
and, if the circumstances should warrant it, to ask for such action on 
the part of the Haitian Government in reparation to this injury to an 
American citizen as in my discretion may seem proper. 

In obedience to your orders, I went on board the U. S. S. Atlanta, 
Capt. Francis J. Higginson, U. S. Navy, commanding, at Norfolk, on 
the morning of the 26th ultimo. We arrived here on Sunday, January 
1. After going over all of the papers at this legation, I was convinced 
that not only a gross outrage bad been perpetrated upon M!'. Mevs, 
but also that the vice-consul-general bad been treated with such lack 
of courtesy as could not be overlooked. I made no objection to Capt. 
Higginson's proposition to go to Port Antonio for coal as I preferred 
to continue my investigations and to make my request for reparation, 
if such request should prove necessary, in his absence. It would seem 
scarcely amicable to remonstrate with a friend with a revolver pointed 
at his bead. The vessel sailed at 8 o'clock on Monday morning. 

At that hour 1 visited the minister of foreign relations in an entirely 
unofficial way with a view to hearing his side of the matter and to pro. 
posing a quiet arrangement. I found that he could say nothing that 
seemed to me at all acceptable in defense of the conduct of the Haitian 
authorities. 

On Tuesday, in company with the minister, I called on the President 
personally, and though our talk was of the most amicable character, no 
satisfactory end was attained. 

I then wrote a formal note to the minister, asking an official audience 
with the President. 

I decided, after carefully going over the case again, to permit no dis­
cussion; !1nd at the official audience I stated the case as succinctly as 
I could, and declined to enter into any controversy, closing the 
interview with t.be statement that I relied on the sense of justice of 
his excellency and the ministers to do what was right in the matter. I 
summed up as follows: That, while we did not question the right of 
the authorities to arrest Mr. Mevs, every minute of his imprisonment, 
after the expiration of the time prescribed by Haitian law for the 
prisoner's hearing, required action on the part of the United States; 
that Dr. Terres and the Government which he represented had not 
been treated with proper courtesy when his protests were ignored, 'and 
when he was compelled to wait three days for an acknowledgment of 
his official note on so urgent a matter; that the nature of that reply 
that the department of justice would be informed could not be satis­
factory, in view of the fact that Mr. Lespinasse was both minister of 
justice and minister of foreign relations, and that both Mr. Mevs per­
sonally and the United States Government had grievances which it 
would detract nothing from the dignity of Haiti to recognize. 

I find nothing to add to the full reports already in your hands, trans~ 
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mitted by Dr. Terres, except it be to say that the minister's conduct 
toward him was simply unjustifiable. When he visited Mr. Lespi­
nasse unofficially, he was assured that the matter would be attended 
to at once. The day passed, and nothing was done. The second day 
the doctor called again, and received the same assurance. On tbe 
morning of tbe third day, when Mr. Mevs's brother called at the doctor's 
office and informed him that the accused man was still in prison, the 
doctor called up Mr. Lespinasse over the telephone, and begged him 
to act. The explanation given by Mr. Lespiuasse was, "I was too 
busy yesterday to look into the matter." The subsequent delay in 
official correspondence, and the failure to accord the accused man even 
a preliminary hearing, or to listen to offers for bail, seemed to me to 
aggravate the case. Friends of thePresi<lent have called and expressed 
the fear that I would ask the Governmeut to salute the United States 
fiag. I assured them that I had no idea of humiliating the Govern­
ment, but that a sta,tement to the effect th:lt the afti·ont was not 
jntentional, ought to precede any discussion as to money indemnifica­
tion. 

I have, etc., 
JOHN S. DURHAM. 

Mr. Durham to Mr. Foster. 

No.142.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Port au Prince, Haiti, Jan~tary 5, 1893. (Received January 17.) 

SIR: Continuing my dispatch of this morning, I beg leave , to say 
that several attempts have been made by the Haitian authorities to 
have me depart from your verbal instruction to have no written cor­
respondence on the subject of the Mevs case. To-day I received a 
memorandum from the minister of foreign relations in which several of 
my statements are distorted, obviously with a view to opening a con­
troversy. I inclose a copy of the memorandum with translation, 
together with my reply, declining to write concerning the matter at 
that stage. 

I shall continue to insist that some statement be made on the point 
of lack of courtesy. 

I have, etc., 
JOHN S. DURHAM. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 142.-Translation.] 

Mr. Lespinasse to M1·. Dtt1·hant. 

MINISTRY l!'OR FOREIGN Al!'FAIRS, 
Port au Prince, .January 5, 1893. 

The secretary of state of foreign relations has the honor to give tile following 
resume of the communication which was addressed to his excellency the President 
of Haiti and to himself at the National Palace, on the 4tll instant, at 4 o'clock in the 
afternoon, by the Hon. JohnS. Durllam, minister resident of the United States of 
America at Port au Prince, who was accompanied by the vice-consul-general and by 
a clerk of his legation. 

The minister resident of the United States of America stated that Mr. Frederick 
Mevs, an American citizen, and a merchant in this city, had been nrresteil on :1 charge 
of smuggling; that he had not been allowed, during the two days of his incn,rcera­
tion, to offer any evidence in rebuttal of the charge8 made again st him, but tllat, 
after having been impril:loned for nine days, he had been acquitted uy the correc-
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tional court of Port au Prince, at the instance of the Government attorney; that 
the vice-consul-general of the United States of America, who, at the t.ime of the 
arrest of Mr. Frederick Mevs, was in charge of the legation of the United States of 
America at Port au Prince, having addressed a communication on that subject to the 
minister of foreign relations, had received no reply until three days after his letter 
had been sent, and that, in that reply, the secretary of state of foreign relations had 
contented himself with informing him that he was going to request the department 
of justice to report on the subject; that the Government of the United States of 
America, considering these acts as acts of great gravity, had instructed him to 
demand, laying diplomatic forms aside, and allowing no discussion of the facts, 
reparation from the Haitian Government, without specifying the nature of such 
reparation. 

The Ron. JohnS. Durham, speaking in the namo of his Government, requested 
his excellency the President of Hafti and the secretary of state of foreign rela­
tions to lay his demand before the Hai~ian cabinet, whose reply he woulcl await, 
and he ended his official declaration by expressing the hope that the-reparation 
which he asked for would be worthy both of the Government of the United States 
of America and of that of Haiti. 

The secretary of state of foreign relations, before making the communications 
which he thinks proper to the council of the secretaries of state, would be glad to 
be informed by the minister resident of the United Statt>s of America whether the 
foregoing statement of his declarations is, in all respects, in harmony with what he 
really said; if the memory of the secretary of state of foreign relations has been 
treacherous on any point, he begs the minister resident of the United States of 
America to point out such corrections as may be necessary,and he avails himself, etc. 

ED. LESPINASSE, 

rrnclosure 2, in No. 141.] 

M1·. Dttrha1n to Mr. Lespinasse. 

LEGATION 01!' T:aE UNITED STATES, 

Port au Prince, January 5, 1893. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a memorandum concerning 
the outrage perpetrated. on Mr. Frederick Mevs, over your signature, bearing even 
date, which you ask me to verify. 

I beg leave to remark that there seems to have escaped your attention my express 
statement that my instructions do not permit me to make any written communica­
tion to your Government at this stage. 

You will, I am sure, Mr. Minister, accept this violation of my instructions as adem­
onstration of the high consideration with which I continue to be your humble and 
obedient servant, 

JOHN S. DURHAM. 

Mr. Durham to Mr. Foster. 

No. 143.] LEGATION OF 'l'HE UNITED STATES, 
Port au Prince, January 6, 1893. (Received January 17.) 

SrR: Referring to my previous dispatches concerning the case of Mr. 
Mevs, I have to inclose the accompanying note from the minister of 
foreign relations. I regret that the pressure upon my time by the 
routine work of the consulate-general prevents my inclosing transla­
tion. In his note, the minister strongly protests against what seems 
to his Government as irregular conduct, and informs me that the case 
will be taken up by the new minister to Washington, who will sail 
immediately. He is careful to insert in the body of his dispatch the 
statement that the friendship for the country of Washington, Sumner, 
and John Brown, of which Haiti has constantly given proofs, makes it 
the duty of his Government to say that it could not in any circum. 
stance have intention of ''outraging the United States of America." 
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Only two or three hours before, this newminister, Mr. Clement Haent­
jens, had left me with the understanding that the matter would be 
talked over by myself and the minister of foreign relations, or any 
other person whom the President might name with authority. l\:Ir. 
Haentjens was a member of Firmin's cabinet, and while I know his sen­
timents perfectly, I believe that his good sense had overcome his prej­
udices and that he was acting in g·ood faith. The object of his visit 
must have been to get a better idea of our pmdtion, for the prompt • 
arrival of Mr. Lespina~se's note shows that at the time of Mr. Haen~jen's 
visit not only haft tlw fla11k movement of the Haitians been decided 
upon, but also that the note itself must have been in the course of prep­
aration. 

I of course promptly decided not to permit this to interfere with my 
observing your instructions. I thought it expedient, however, to accept 
the no-intention disavowal as satisfactory, and to overlook their 
attempt to have the Department take the matter out of my hands. I 
indicated my purpose to maintain the firm attitude which I have assumed 
and to insist on my return that proper reparation be made. I inclose 
a copy of my note. 

The case is regar<lccl not so especially American in character but as 
representing all foreign interests iu this Republic. The leading mer­
chants and financiers of this capital without regard to nationality feel 
that their property and their liberty will be affected seriously if the 
United States should take one step backward in this matter. 

The ~onsuls have shown the deepest interest unofficially, and I regret 
that their utterances being entirely of a personal character can not be 
quoted in an official dispatch. 

I therefore, with great insistance, urge that by the 16th of this month 
the commander of the U.S. S. Atlanta., now in these waters, be instructed 
by telegraph to cooperate with me in enforcing my request for repara­
tion. 

I am, etc., 
JOTIN S. DURHAM. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 143.-Translation.] 

Mr. Lespinasse to M1·. Durham. 

MINISTRY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
Pm·t au P1'ince, Jamw1·y 6, .1899. 

Mr. MINISTER: I have reported to the council of secretaries of state the official 
declaration which you made to his excellency the Presitlent of Haiti and to me, 
on the 4th instant, at 4 o'clock in the afternoon, at the national palace, and I have 
laid before them the note addressed by rue to yon on the 5th, together with your 
despatch in reply to said note, b<'aring date of the same day. . 

My Government has seen, with the deepest regret, that you have been instructed 
to lay aside the usual diplomatic forms, and its regret and astonishment are ~he 
greater since it vainly seeks the circumstances which have induced. the Government 
of the United States of America thus to abandon the usages of courtesy which are 
observed among nations, whatever may be their rank and power. 

My Government feels convinced that a frank explana~ion of the facts woulrl. have 
been sufficient to dispel the misunderstandh1gs whi<'h seem to exist, and that it 
would have rendered it possible to reach a solation in harmony with the dignity of 
the high parties, and this conviction is an additional reason why it deplores the 
special forms observed in the case now under consideration, in which redress is 
demanded of us, without any written note having ueen sent to inform ns why it is 
demanded, or what is to be its nature. 

The arrest and detention of Mr. Frederick Mevs, which took place in pursuance 
of our laws1 can in no wise explain the grave determination reached in this case by 
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the Republic of the United States of America as to his trial; we can not suppose 
that it is the intention of yonr Governmeut to require that any foreigner brought 
to trial here should necessarilv be convicted. 

My Government, Mr. Minister, sees nothing, moreover, in the course of the depart­
ment of state of foreign relations that should be considered offensive by your lega­
tion. Your diplomatic notes, being written in the English language, must be trans­
lated before they can be answered, and the conduct of the various ministerial 
departments being quite distinct, even they have but bne acting head; the constant 
usage is for one of said departments to address communications to another; thus it 
is that explanations can not be furmshed by the department of state of foreign rela­
tions relative to a matter within the province of the department of justice until an 
official request for information has been a<1dresseu to the latter department. Such 
information was transmitteu to your legation as soon as it was received. by the mi.n­
ister of foreign r6lations. 

In brief, Mr. Minister, replying to the only expression which has been written by 
you during the J>resent negotia.tions, the Government does not think that it has out­
raged the Republic of t,he United. States of America in the person of one of its citizens, 
and there is nothing in the previous relations of the two republics that could explain 
such a mode of proceeding on the part of my Government. 

'l'he sentiments of friendship which we have ever felt for the country of Washing­
ton, Sumner, and John Brown render it the duty of my Government to declare that 
it can never, unt1er any circumstances, have intended to outrage the Government of 
the United States of America. 

This being the ca&e, Mr. Milllister, and as my Government has in no wise failed to 
fulfill the duties rendered obligatory upon it by the friendly relations which have 
always existed between your Government and it, it does not think that it owes any 
redress to the United States of America and can not offer any, since no discussion 
has shown its obligation to do so. :Moreover, the instructions which you have 
received do not permit you to appreciate, diplomatically, the declan1tions contained 
in the present communication, and I therefore hasten to inform you that :Mr. Clement 
Haentjens, who has just been appointed by his excellency the President of Haiti, 
in consequence of the lamented death of Mr. Price, as our envoy extraordinary near 
your Government, is to repair to his post without delay, his mission being to state 
to the Washington Cabinet how greatly we have been surprised. and paine(l at its 
action in this matter, and to fnm ish the most frank CX]:Jlanations of the incidents 
which have given rise to that action. 

Be pleaseu to accept, etc., 
ED. LESPINASSE. 

[Inclosnro 2 in No. 143.] 

Mr. DtLrharn to Mr. Lespinasse. 

LEGATION OF TilE UNITED STATES, 
Port au Prince, January 6, 1893. 

SIR: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your note of to-day, in which you say: 
"Les sentiments d'amitie que nous avons constamment eprouves pour ]a patrie 

des vVashington, des Sumner, des John Brown font un devoir a mon Gouvernment de 
declarer qu'il n'a pas pu en aucune circonstance a voir !'intention d'outrager le Gouv­
ernment des Etats Un~s d' Amerique." 

I welcome this declaration from you as well as the explanation that yonr own 
Government has exp]a,jned the cunduct of the minister of foreign relations to its 
own satisfaction, for it was far from the purpose of my Government and this lega­
tion to make any personal accu~ations. l could not with proper Tespect for my oftice 
consent to discuss the Mevs case until such a statement had been made. I find it 
perJectly satisfactory. 

Tl.Je matter of the lack of courtesy to my Govemment thus ha,ppily removed from 
consideration, the difficulty is simplified; and I entertain":....~ hope that the friend­
ship for the United States which inspired your denial of intention to show a lack of 
coul'tesy for my Government may prompt you to decide to arrange the settlement of 
the case of Mr. :Mevs itself. 

If I seem to have ignored your stntement, that you intend to send a diplomat over 
the head of this legation to Washington to discuss the matter at Washington, par­
don me. You will agree that I can not receive instructions except from Washington, 
and that I must, therefore, cont.inue to obey my orders until the new ones which 
your envoy may secure from the Secretary of State will make my position more 
agreea,lJle to me :personally. 
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In the meantime I shall continue on the plan outlined to you in the presence of 
His Excellency, absenting myself for a few days and returning with the hope that 
the sense of justice of your Goverumeut will prompt you to do what is right. 

The Vice-Consul General, Dr. Terres, who joins me in expressions of pleasure that 
the grave feature of the case ~as been removed; will receive for me <u1y communica­
tion yon may desire to make, verbal or ·written, during my absence. 

Accept, etc., · 

No. 80.] 

JOHN S. DURHAM. 

lJir. Foster to Jlfr. Durham. 

DEP A.R'1.'l\1EN1' OF STATE, 
1Vashington, January 7, 1893. 

SIR: The President has learn ell with profound regret the death of 
Mr. Price, envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of Haiti 
to the United States. As an especial mark of respect to his memory 
and a tribute to the cordial relations subsisting between the two coun­
tries, he directed Mr. Grinnell, one of the .Assistant Secretaries of State, 
to proceed to Brooklyn and represent the Government of the United 
States at ltis funeral on the 5th instant. 

You are instructed to convey to the President of Haiti the deep sense 
of esteem in which the late l\1r. Price was held by this Government 
and the assurance of sympathy and condolence in the great loss sus­
tained by Haiti, and only less so by the United States. 

I am, etc., 

No. 90.] 

JOHN W. FOSTER. 

Mr. Foster to Mr. Durham. 

DEP .A.R1'MENT OF STATE, 
Waskington, January 9, 1893. 

SIR: I have to acknowledge the receipt of dispatch from your lega­
tion numbered 135, diplomatic series, of the 17th ultimo, in relation to 
the arrest and imprisonment of Mr. F. Mevs. 

It would appear by the report of the trial that, besides his detention 
for twenty days being unwarranted, Mr. Mevs' arrest was totally unjus­
tifiable. vVith respect to the subject of reparation you will continue 
to act in accordance with my instruction No. 87, of December 22 last. 

I am, etc., 
JOHN '\V. I!' OSTER. 

Mr. Foster to Mr. Durham. 

[Teleg-ram.] 

DEP .A.RTMENT OF STATE, 
TVashington, January 17, 1893. 

Mr. Foster expresses approval of Mr. Durham's action, and adds that 
a demand in writing setting forth the President's expectation that the 
Government of Hayti will be impelled by its sense of amity and justice 
to tender a proper indemnity for the illegal imprisonment of a citizen 

FR--24 
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of the United States, and that a settlement must be reached through 
the legation, may be made without any object.ion. He thinks it advis­
able for the Atlanta to be absent until diplomatic action shall fail to 
effect the peaceful settlement which it is desirable that he should seek. 

JJfr. Foster to Jl{r. Dnrham. 

[Telegram.] 

DEPAR'l'MENT OF ffTATE, 
Wa.shington, January 17, 1893. 

Mr. Foster states that the present condition of the negotiations docs 
not justify tLe use of force, h1structs Mr. DurLa.m to lay the President's 
instruction, telegraphed to him on this day, before the Haitian Govern­
ment, and to inform the Department by telegram if the lattel' makes no 
offer of indemnity. 

Mr. Foster to Mr. Dnrharn. 

[Telegram.) 

DEP ARTl\ffiN'l' OF STATE, 
Wctshington, J a.nuary 18, 1893. 

Mr. Foster requests Mr. Durham to explain in what manner he wishes 
the Atlctnta to cooperate with him and points to the inadvisability of 
threatening force if it is not intended to exercise it in case of need. 

Mr. Durham to ..~l{r. Foster. 

(Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Port att Prince, January 18, 1893. (Received January 18.) 

Mr. Durham, replying to Mr. Foster's telegram, explains that a resort 
to force will not be necessary, but insists on the necessity of having 
the presence and cooperation of the Atlanta. 

Mr. Durham to Mr. Foster. 

(Telegram.) 

LEGA'l'ION OF 'l'HE UNITED STATES, 
Port au Prince, January 18, 1893. (Received January 20.) 

Mr. Durham deprecates hesitation on the part of the United States 
for the unfavorable results it would cert<-linly entail on all American 
interests, and urges that the commanding officer of the Atlanta be pres­
ent at the interview with the minister for foreign affairs, as being, iu 
his opinion, the best means of reaching an immediate settlement. 
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lifT. DuYlwm to JJIT. Foster. 

No. 148.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Port au P1·ince, January 18, 1893. (Received February 6.) 

SIR: I regret to have to report that the failure of this legation to 
press its request for an indemnity for the illegal arrest and imprison­
ment of Frederick Mevs seems to have made upon the Haitian authorities 
the impression that the matter is not so important as to demand imme-
diate consideration. · 

The attitude of the minister of foreign relations is based upon the 
assumption that foreigners residing in Haiti must accommodate them­
selves to the customs of the country. I have uniformly declined to 
discuss this proposition, on the ground that it is not unus:ual for the 
Haitian authorities to arrest and imprison their own countrymen indef­
initely without even the form of a trial, and that under the existing 
treaty with Haiti, laws guaranteeing the right of prroces-'/)erbal, of 
interrogation, and of regular trial, the customs of the country in this 
particular have no bearing on the case whatever. 

Yesterday I received your two telegrams. In one you approve my 
action; transmit the Presidential instructions that the matter must be 
·adjusted through this legation; instructing me to seek a peaceful settle­
ment; suggest that a demand be made in writing, and say that it may 
be prudent for the Atlanta to be absent until diplomatic efforts shall 
have proved futile. 

In the second you instruct me to communicate without any delay 
the Presidential instructions above noted, and to report by cable if no 
indemnity should be offered, adding that we can not use force in the 
present state of negotiations. 

Before the receipt of these telegrams, I had written to the com­
mander of the Atlanta a note asking him whether or not he would 
cooperate with me. I visited him, however, directly after I had made 
out your instructions and explained to him their nature. 

To these telegrams I replied in a message expressing' my opinion 
that the presence and the cooperation of the Atlcmta are necessary, 
that no resort to force would be necessary. 

Your answer asking the nature of the cooperation I desire from the 
Atlanta, and adding that we should not threaten force without intent 
to exercise it if necessary. 

I replied that with the presence of the commander at an interview 
with tlle minister for foreign afrairs, I thought we· might obtain an 
adjustment at once. I ventured to add my opinion that hesitation on 
our part would be sure to affect all our interests unfavorably. 

I ought to explain that the prompt arrival of the Atlanta with your 
agent on board, instructed to investigate this case and to demand rep­
aration should the facts warrant such a course, is universally regarded 
as a threat of force; and I regret that your instructions show me that 
I have blundered in sharing the general opinion; I confess that, when 
my investigation showed clearly that a gross outrage had been perpe­
trated on an American citizen and how unreasonable were the Haitian 
authorities, my belief was that the duty of tile Atlanta in these waters 
was promptly to impress the lesson that the practice of civilized nations 
must be observed in thiR Republic so far as American residents are 
concerned. And I beg leave to say in defense of my course that it had 
been inspired, as my previous dispatches on this subject. will show, not 
by any lack of due caution and consideration, but by my careful study 
of the country and sense of duty as I conceive it overcoming my natural 
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sympathy for members of my own race struggling with that difficult 
experiment of self-government under democratic forms. 

On the receipt of your instructions I sent to the minister for foreign 
affairs a note, copy of which I inclose, communicating the President'~ 
instructions that the matter must be adjusted through this legation. 
We have arranged for a consultation this afternoon. 

I have, ~tc., 

• 

JOHN S. DURHAM. 

(Inclosure in No. 14.8.] 

Mt·. Dtt1'ham to M1·. Lespinasse • 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Port au PTince, Jan·uary 18, 1893. 

SIR: Referring to your note, No. 102, dated the 6th instant, in which you inform 
me that you would send an envoy to Washington to negotiate with the Government 
of the Uuited States concerning the case of the illegal impris·onment of Mr. Mevs, I 
am directed by the President of the United States, in a telegram received to-day, to 
say to you tlutt tlw matter mu&t be adjusted through this legation, and that he 
expects from the sense of justice of the Haitian Govemment that the settlement be 
made. 

Renewing, etc., 
JOliN S. DURHAM. 

Mr. IJurha,;n to Mr. Foster. 

No. 149.] LEGATION oF THE UNITED STATEs, 
Port au Prince, Jamtary 19, 1893. (Received February 6.) 

SIR: I have to report that I opened the negotiations in the Mevs 
case yesterday afternoon in a consultation with the minister for for­
eign relation~. I stated the case and repeated the President's instruc­
tion that the Government of the United States relies upon the Haitian 
sense of justice to make proper reparation to J\ir. Mevs. His first 
question was: How much money do you want~ I replied that I had 
hoped that he would not put the United States in the position of dick­
ering for money, and that my superiors at Washing-ton trusted to his 
Government to make the amende honorable to the American who had 
sufl'ered the horrors of a Haitian jail. 

Our failure to receive any reply from the Department to Dr. Terres's 
No. 135, of December 17, transmitting the claim of Mr. l\1ovs, made it a 
trifle awkward for me to reply to the ministPr's question. After muclJ 
talking, however, I asked for the sum named by Mr. lVIevs, $20,000. I 
added that the request ought to include the expeuses of the vessel of 
war which is in this service, but that I had no instructious on that poiut 
and would waive it. 

The minister reminded me that there are two points to be considered: 
(1) Was there any outrage committed~ Can the Haitian Govern­

ment with dig·nity accept the principle involved~ 
(2) If yes, then how much money would fairly compensate Mr. Mevs? 
Both of these points, said the minister, will require serious delibera­

tion on the part of his Government. 
I replied that two weeks ago 1 had formally laid the former point 

before the President of Haiti and himself, requesting that they lay the 
matter before the cabinet for investig~ttion, and that I could scarcely 
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believe that they had been indifl'erent to a request so seriously and 
courteously· made. 

He said that the phases of the matter had changed since then, and 
that it must be studied, and he assured me that both the points in the 
matter would haye his most careful attention. He asked for a written 
statement of the case. Obeying your orders I promised it. This morn­
ing I· sent him a note, of which I inclose a copy, giving a summary of 
the case. 

I shall continue to urge the matter until instructed by you to suspend 
my efforts. 

1 have, etc., 
JOHN S. DURHAM. 

[Inclosure in No.149.] 

Mr. Du1·ham to M1·. Lespinasse. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Port au Prince, .JamtaTy19, 1893. 

Srn: In conformity with· your reqnest of yesterday that I present you with a sum­
mary of the statP.ments made to your Government during the past fifteen days in pre­
senting the case of the illegal imprisonment of Mr . .Mevs, permit me to remind you: 
That on the 12th day of November .Mr. Frederick Mevs, a citizen of tue United 
States, was arrestecl on the charge of smuggling; that no proces-1,erbal was taken at 
the time of the arrest; that he was detained in prison twenty days without interro­
gation of any character; that when brought before the proper tribunal of yonr 
country no case could be established against the ac~used man; that the mattflr was 
brought to the attention of the ministry of foreign affairs by this legation; that 
article ltJ, of the constitution states that no one can be detaiued except by virtue of 
an order emanating from a competent functionary. This order must :first, express 
formally the cause for the detention ~nd the statement of the law which punishes 
the act charged; second, that it be served on the person detained, and that a copy 
be left with him; that no order was served on Mr. Mevs, and no copy of the order 
of imprisonment was left with him. 

That according to articles 11 anc112 of the law of August 2, 1872, the commissaries 
and the agents of the administrative police should send to the communal police the 
chnrgesand complaints which they receive. Mr . .Mevswas not sent to the communal 
police. 

That according to article 30 of the code of criminal instructions it is only in case 
of jtagmnt del-it that the commissary of the Government can give an order for incar­
ceration, and that by the terms of this article 30, and admitting that there was 
fiagmnt delit, the commissary of the Government should interrogate at once imme­
diately after t.he accused shall have been brought before him. 

That from article 25 of the code of criminal instruction the commissary of the 
Government should invite the accnsed to give explanation about the shirts st-ized, 
and should draw up a proces-verbal signed by the accused, or making mention of the 
accused's refusal to sign. 

That neither the commissary of the administrative police nor the communal police, 
or the justice of the peace who, after article 12 of the code of criminal instructions 
should conclude his instruction within three days, nor the commissary of the Gov­
ernment nor the judge of instruction has interrogated Mr. Mevs, not even to verify 
his identity. 

That in view of these facts Mr. Mevs has suffered a real injustice, to recognize 
which would be dignified and proper on the part of the Haitian Government. 

That the President of the United States instructs me to say that the matter must 
be adjusted through this legation and that he trusts to the Haitian sense of justice 
to make proper indemnification to .Mr. Mevs. 

I also beg leave to remind you that this written statement is made for your per­
sonal and official convenience. 

With renewed assurances of distinguished consideration, 
I have, etc., 

JOHNS. DURHAM. 
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Mr. Foster to Mr. Durham. 

[Telegram.] 

DEP .A.RTMEN'l' OF STATE, 
Washington, January 20, 1893. 

Mr. Foster, in reply to Mr. Durham's telegram, informs him that the 
Department will consider what is the proper course to adopt in the 
event of an unconditional refusal of indemnity, but that while diplo- , 
matic negotiations are pending the President is unwilling to have any 
naval demonstration. 

Mr. Durham to Mr. Foster. 

No. 155.] LEGATION OF 'l'HE UNITED STATES, 
Port au Prince, January 23, 1893. (Received February 6.) 

SIR: In order to close the record in the Mevs. case to date, I have to 
report that the minister for foreign affairs visited me this morning and 
informed me that he was abo}lt to propose arbitration as the means of 
adjusting· the matter, and that he desired to know how my Government 
would receive the proposition. 

He said that he could discuss the case point for point, and that, 
though there might have been some trifling irregularities, he found no 
violation of the law whatever. 

I told bim to make his proposition and that it would be considered. 
The record of this case at the Department is so clear that it seems 

to me not necessary to comment on the extraordinary statements made 
by the minister. 

I await your orders and I have, etc. 
JOHNS. DURHAM. 

Mr. Durham to Mr. Foster. 

No. 156.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Port au Prince, January 23, 1893. (Received February 6.) 

SIR: I have to inclose a note from the minister for foreign relations, 
in which he discusses the case of Mr. Mevs. It was received seven 
hours after that gentleman had been here proposing arbitration. 

I reply in my second inclosure, remarking that the minister seems to 
argue chiefly from the assumption that Mr. Mevs was guilty of smug­
gling, an assumption which was made impossible by the frank confes­
sio~ of the State that uo case could be made out against the accused 
man. 

I ask the minister whether his note is to be interpreted as a refusal 
to indemnify Mr. Mevs. 

I am, etc., 
JOHN S. DURH.A.M. 
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Mr. Lespinasse to Mr. Dm·ha1n. 

MINISTRY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
P01·t au P1'ince, Janum·y 23, 1893. 

Mr. MINISTER: I have the honor'to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch of 
the 19th instant, which your legation accompanied with its translation in the French 
language. 

Notwithstanding the desire that you expressed to me I have not been able to 
answer sooner, as I have already made knqwn to you, on account of the great mis­
fortune which has happened to his excellency the President of the Republic. 

I have examined wit.h the most lively attention, the different grievances that are 
there set forth against the procedure followed in the affair of Mr. Mevs, an Ameri­
can citizen, and I take note that you arrive at this conclusion: Mr. Mevs having 
suffered a real)njustice, it would be worthy on the part of the Haitian Government 
to recognize it. , 

I take note equally that his excellency the President of the United States has 
charged you to say to me that this affair must be adjusted by your legation, and 
that he relies on the sense of justice of my Government to make an equitable repara­
tion to Mr. Mevs. 

It seems to me that the objections which you have thought necessary to present 
to me result from the circumstance that it has not been given to you to have under 
your eyes the different provisions of the law of July 13,1858, on the administration 
and direction of the custom-houses of the country, law which has been slightly motH­
fled by those of July 20, 1859, and July 1, 1871. 

The offense of which Mr. Mevs is accused, being the act of smuggling, it is effect­
ively in the special law, by which are regulated our custom-houses thact there should 
be sought the legality of the procedure employed against him. It is, moreover, good 
to note that this special law is posterior to the promulgation of the code of criminal 
instruction, and that in consequence it modifies it in its provisions that may be con­
trary thereto. 

Mr. Mevs, taken in flagrant deUt of smuggling, was arrested and pursued in virtue 
of article 6 of the aforesaid law. 

The offense of smnggling should not be pursued extraordinarily by the public 
ministry of the jurisdiction before the competent tribunal, by virtue of article 8 of 
the same law. The commiss:try of the Government of Port au Prince did therefore 
call by a direct summons Mr. Mev& before the correctional tribunal, and his trial 
took place at the first audience of the tribunal which fo1lowed his imprisonment. 

At that audience the tribunal acquitted Mr. Mevs. This circumstance, which you 
state as being of a nature to constitute a grievance, is, on the contrary, an evident 
proof of the independence of our tribunals, and of the guaranty which they give to 
all. 

It is therefore in virtne of these special provisions of the law of 1858, and again 
of those contained in its article 83 that Mr. Mevs has been arrested and judged. 
• The different legal provisions which are called up in your dispatch of the 19th in 
nowise concern the procedure followed against Mr. Mevs. 

Article 14 of the Constitution, which alone could be invoketl, does not apply to a 
case of .flltgrant delit. The other articles of law which yon make mention of are not 
applicable to the special offe11se of smuggling, for the prosecution of which the legis­
lator, with a particular view to protection, has permitted the public minister to act 
extraordinarily, as I have already said, and on a simple reqnisition (to such a degree 
are the ordinary forms suppressed) of the directors and agents of the custom-house, 
of the agents of the administration of finance, in short, even on that of the author­
ities charged, of the militaTy police, and even ex-nfficio. 

Mr. Mevs, therefore, was at the time of his trial and in the procedure before, pur­
sued and judged according to forms provided by tlle laws, and the trilmnal did, 
moreover, make the necessary interrogations at the time of the examination of the 
affair. 

In these conditions, Mr. Minister, I do not estimate that Mr. Mevs has right to 
any reparation. I trust that the sense of justice of your Government will not fail 
to guide it in the circumstance and that it will appreciate that my Government has 
acted as it should have done. The law on our custom-houses has simply been applied 
to an American citizen, as it would ]lave been to a Haitian citizen, and as it has 
always been to all indistinctly. 

Herewith inclosed you will find a memorandum containing copy of the different 
articles of the law cited by me in this dispatch. 

Please accept, etc., 
ED. LESPINASSE, 
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MEMORANDUM. 

Article8 6, 8, and 83 of tlw law on the administration and the £'lirecfion of fl1e cusfom-l!ouses 
of tlle Republic of Haiti, of July 13, 1858, modified by the laws of July 20, 1859, and 
July 1, 1871. 

ART. 6. Any individual who, without belonging to a merchant vessel, shall have 
aided or favored the transportation: either in debarking or embarking merchandise 
tllat has not passed regularly through the custom-houses, any inJ.iviilual who shall 
have received knowingly in deposit smuggled goods or products shall be arrested 
and prosP.cuted, and on being convicted of the ofi'ense, condemned to an imprisonment 
of six months to two Tears. -

ART. 8. All actions and prosecutions against violators of the regulations of the pro­
visions of the present law shall be directed by the pnhlic minister of the jurisdic­
tion extraordinarily before the competent tribnnal, either at the request of the cus­
tom-house directort~ or agents or of the superintendent or a,gents of the adminis­
tration of finances or that of the authority charged with the military police or 
ex o:fficio. 

ART. 83. No landing or shipping of merchandise or products whatever, subject or 
not to custom duties, can be made, whether with a permit or not, before sunrise or 
after sunset. 

The landing or shipping of merchanflise or products whatever, for which permit 
has been given, can not be done except in places destined for the purpose and in 
presence of the custom-house commission charged to oversee such landing or ship­
ping. 

All violations of the preceding provisions shall have as a result the confiscation 
of the objects or goods landed or shipped, and sha,ll render the persons wllo shall have 
operated or facilitated the landing or shipping in violation of the law liable to the 
penalties established by the first section of the present law. 

[Inclosure~ in No. 156.] 

Hr. Dur·harn to Jl:fr. Lespinasse. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Por·t an P1'ince, .}anuar·y 23, 1893. 

Sm: I have the non or to ncknowledge the rereipt of your note of to-day, in which 
yon discuss tue case of Mr. Mevs chiefly on the n,ssumption that that gentleman was 
guilty of the act of smuggling. 

I beg you to inform Dr. John B. Terres, vice-consul-general, at your earliest con­
venience, w11etber or not your statement is to he interpreted as a refusal on your part 
to indemnify Mr. Mevs. • 

I ask you to a,ddress the vice-consul-general, as I purpose to be absent at the other 
part ofmy post during the next few days. I beg for him all the consideration that 
your respect and fdent1ly feeling for the United States may inRpire. 

Repeating my expressions of distingui~Shed consideration, I am, etc., 
JOHN S. DURHAM. 

JJfr. Durham to JJJ'r. Foster. 

No. 158.] LEGATION OF 'rHE UNITED STATES, 
Port au Prince, February 6, 1893. (Received February 22.) 

SIR: Continuing my reports on the case of Mr. Frederick Me-vs: 
In my No. 155, January 23, I report the offer of arbitration made b3r 

the minister for foreign affairs. On the same day he sent me his note 
discussing the case from the point of view that Mr. Mevs was caught 
in the act of smuggling. This was so palpably contrary to the facts 
of tbe case as brought out at the trial in tbe Haitian court that I 
replied, asking directly whether or not his reply was to be interpreted 
as a refusal. 
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His reply, of which I inclose copy with translation, simply qnot.es 
from bis former dispatch to the effect that Mr. 1Vlevs has no right to 
reparation. 

The failure of the Government of the United States thus far to do 
anything in this matter has caused general apprehension among for­
eigners. 

I have, etc., 
J OITN S. DURHAM. 

JJ[r. Foster to JJir. Durham. 

[Telegram.] 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington,, Febt·uary v, 18.93 .• 

Mr. Foster informs Mr. Durham that, while diplomatic settlement 
may be hoped for, the President does not wish to use naval force to 
enforce reparation. He instructs him to continue a firm course diplo­
matically and to suggest th~t negotiations should not be embarrassed 
hy the question of amount, which if reasonable, would be acceptable. 

l;nclosnre in No. 158.-Translation.] 

Mr. Lespinasse to M1·. Terres. 

MINISTRY FOR FORJUGN AFFAIRS, 
Port an Prince, January 23, 1893. 

Mr. VrcE-CoNsur.-GENRRAL: 
I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the dispatch of your legation of 

the date of t:H.e 23tl instant, uy which the minister resident of the United States 
asks me if my djspatch of the same day's date should be interpreted as a refusal to 
indemnify Mr. Mevs. 

On this point I can but refer you to my dispatch itself, of which the terms seem to 
me sufficiently explicit. You mnst have tbeTe rea<.l thfi following paragraph: 

"In tbese conditions, Mr. Minister, I do not judge that Mr. Mevs has the right to 
any reparation." 

I have well taken note that during iihe absence of the minister resident I should 
address to you the communications that I have to make to your legation. , 

I hail no need of the recommendation which acconipanie<l that notification. The 
department of state for foreign rebtions can not in any circumstance fail in the 
courtesy which the consideration and good international relations demand for the 
representative of a power with which the Repuulic is in good relations. 

Please accept, etc., 
ED. LESPINASSE. 

Mr. Durham to llfr. Foster. 

No. 163.] LEGA'l'ION OF 'l'HE UNrrED STATES, 
Port a,u .Prince, Febnwry 11, 18.93. (Received February 23.) 

SrR: You instruct me to continue my efforts in the case of Mr . .1\fevs, 
usin~ diploma.tic means, as the President is unwilling to resort to 
naval force while there seems to be hope of an amieable arrangement. 
You also say that the principle involved is more important, and you 
suggest that a hint to that effect might be advisable. 

From the beginning of my work on this case, except in making the 
request, I have dealt entirely with the principle. In the absence of 
instructions from the Department, I asked for the sum named by .1\fr. 
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Mevs in his letter transmitted to you by Dr. Terres in December. Thus 
far we have received no reply to that dispatch from the vice-consul­
general. 

At daylight yesterday the Atlanta was seen to be getting up steam, 
and immediately it was accepted that you had abandoned the case. To 
attempt under existing conditions to treat for a small sum of money 
when the Haitian Government declines to pay anything, would only 
expose the legation to greater humiliation than it has already suffered 
in this case. In this phase of the matter, affecting as it does my official 
usefulness and my personal respect, and requiring actual presence here 
to form an intelligent opinion, I presume that you will permit me to 
exercise some discretion. The two replies of the minister for foreign 
relations make no reference to the sum of money. The minister says 
clearly that he decides that Mr. Mevs has no right to reparation. 

To give out the impression that the naval vessel was sent here to 
support the rights of an American citizen, and to leave the legation 
without that support at the moment when tbe Haitian Government 
refuses to do anything and its officials publicly accused of making 
"another bluff," leaves all American interests in a situation which, in 
my opinion, deserves your consideration. 

It was in view of these facts and because I see no dignified way out 
of the difficulty, except to insist on an immediate settlement, that I 
sent you my telegram of yesterday that the Haitian Government had 
refused to accept the principle; that I had spared .no effort to settle 
diplomatically; that the withdrawal of the Atlanta is regarded as aban­
donment of the case; that the legation's position grows more embar­
rassing, and that Americans are apprehensive. I urge that the admiral 
be sent here, on his way north, to settle the case. 

I have, etc., 

No. 101.] 

JOHNS. DURHAM. 

Mr. Foster to Mr. Durham. 

[Extract.] 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
rVashington, February 16, 1893. 

Sn~: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatches nnm· 
b2red 148, 149, 155, and 156, dated respectively January 18, 19, and 23 
last, in relation to the claim of Frederick J\fevs: 

There is nothing in the instructions given you to warrant a conclu­
sion that the President has contemplated the employment of naval 
force or demonstration in support of tbis demand. The clearness of 
the case and the sense of justice and responsibility of the Haitian 
Government have been and are still relied on for a satisfactory settle­
ment of the claim without resort to other than diplomatic methods. 
The telegraphic instructions of the 9th instant are adhered to, and 
you are directed to continue to push the claim as you have been doing 
without any threat of force or intimation that its employment i& con­
templated by this Government. If it shall finally appear to the Presi­
dent's satisfaction, which is not anticipated, that the methods of diplo­
macy have been unavailing, and that no expectation of a voluntary 
recognition of the claimant's rights can be entertained, then this Gov­
ernment will consider what further action, if any, shall be taken. 

I am, etc., 
JOHN W. FOSTER. 
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Mr. Durham to Jlfr. Wharton. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Port au Prince, March 3, 1893. (Received March 20.) 

No. 173.] 

SIR: I have to confirm my telegram of to-day, informing you that the 
President of Haiti had offered me $6,000 in settlement of the Mevs 
case, and that I propose to accept. 

I have, etc., 
JOHNS. DURHAM. 

Mr. Du-rham to Mr. Gresham. 

[Extract.] 

No.178.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Port au Prince, March 11, 1893. (Received March 20.) 

SIR: I have to acknowledge receipt of dispatch No. 101, of February 
16, relative to the case of Mr. Mevs. 

Notwithstanding my acceptance of President Hyppolite's offer under 
instructions from the Department, I have not yet succeeded in making 
~ny formal agreement. 

I have, etc., 

No.184.] 

JOHN S. DURHAM. 

Mr. Durham to Mr. Gresham. 

[Extract.] 

LEGA1.'ION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Port au Prince, Jlfarch 25, 1893. (Received April 4.) 

SIR: Referring to the previous correspondence concerning the case 
of Frederick Mevs, the American who was illegally confined in a Haitian 
prison for twenty days and at the end of that period liberated for want 
of a case against him, I hereby beg to be instructed. Since the return 
of Mr. Haentjens, Haitian minister plenipotentiary to Washington, the 
Government seems to take a new view of the matter. 

This morning I called on Mr. Marcelin, the minister for finance, now 
acting minister for foreign affairs, and learned that the Government 
has decided to do nothing at present. 

I have, etc., 

DURHAM, 

JOHN S. lJURHAM. 

Mr. Gresham to ]}fr. Durham. 

[Telegram.] 

DEPARTMEN'I' OF STATE, 
TVashington, April 5, 1893. 

Minister, Port au Prince: 
Urge fulfillment in good faith of settlement offered and accepted in 

Mevs's case. 
-GRESHAM. 

/ 
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No. 114.] 

FOREIGN RELATIONS. 

JJl.r. Gresham to Mr. Durham. 

[Extract.] · 

DEPARTMEN1' OF STATE, 
Washington, April 6, 1893. 

SIR: 1 have received your No. 184, of the 25th ultimo, asking further 
instructions in the case of Frederick Mevs against the Government of 
Haiti. 

This case comes to me as one settled by a friendly and honorable 
agreement. Any appearance now of a disposition on the part of Haiti 
to evade the obligation so assumed could not fail to have a prejudicia.l 
effect. 

You will endeavor to remove from the mind of the minister for for· 
eign affairs any misconception in this regard. 

I am, etc., 

No.192.] 

W. Q. GRESHAM. 

Mr. D~trham to Mr. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Port au Prince, April 8, 1893. (Received April15.) 

SIR: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your telegram of the 5th 
instant, instructing me to urge the fulfillment of the Mevs settlement, 
and to confirm my own of yesterday, asking whether I should accept 
Haitian paper as offered by the Haitian minister for foreign affairs. 

I inclose copies of the correspondence exchanged this week. Inclos­
ure No. 1 is my note to tlte acting minister stating that this legation 
considers the matter as closed and asking when I might-look forward 
to the carrying out of the agreement. 

On receiving this the acting minister called on me. He offered me 
$5,000, gold. I replied that the arrangement bad been made for $G,OOO, 
and that the Government had accepted the arrangement. I told Lim 
that I would expose myself to the Department's displeasure shoul<l I 
accept any reduction. He replied that he would 110t so expose me and 
that he would telegraph to the President of Haiti for instructions. 

Yesterday I received his note, which I inclose with translation, in 
which he refers to the matter as closed at 6,000 gourdes, a reduction 
of 13 per cent, yesterday, with exchange very uncertaill. It seemed 
such small business that I decided not to dicker with him. The written 
prmoise to pay was in our possesswn, and I replied in a note, of which 
I inclose a copy, asking him to permit me to reeeive your instructions 
before formally accepting the modification which his Government had 
made. 

I have, etc., 
JOHNS. DURHAM. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 192] 

M1·. Durham to Mr. Mm·celin. 

LEGATION OF THE Ul\"'IT"ED STATRS, 
Port au P1·ince, Haiti, Ap1·-i,l3, 1893. 

SIR: I am instructed by my last advices from my Government to urge upon yonr 
attention the case of Mr. Mevs, and to press for a definite termination of the affair. 

Thislegation has for some time past regarded the matter as closed in an amicable 
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way, and the Government of the United States has accepted the settlement. I beg 
you to give it your early attention, and to advise me when I may look forward to a. 
formal termination. 

Accept, etc., 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 192- Translation.] 

Mt·. Marcelin to M1·. Dnl·harn. 

JOHNS. DURHAM. 

MINISTRY IPOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
Port au P1·ince, April 7, 1893. 

Mr. MINISTER: I have the honor to receive the dispatch which you addressed to 
me the 3d of this month to let me know the latest instructions transmitted to you 
by your Government relative to the question of Mr. Mevs. 

Yon have had the goodness to let me know equally that your legatjon has for some 
tiuo regarded this affair as having been closed in an amicable manner and that the 
Government of the United States had accepted the settlement reached before the 
depart.ure of the President of Haiti between your legation and the department of 
foreign relations. 

I shall be obliged to you, Mr. Minister, to be pleased to make known to your 
Government our entire acquiescence in the proposition which you have made to 
settle this affair through the amicable means of an indemnity of 6,000 gourdes to the 
account of Mr. Mevs, which value the department of foreign relations holds from 
now at the disposition of your legation. 

Permit me on this occasion to express to you in the name of my Government the 
satisfaction which we experience to see terminate amicably the {lefinite settlement 
of this question, and I will appreciate your being the interpreter to his excellency 
President Cleveland to renew to him the sincere sentiments of esteem of friendship 
and of sympathy with which we are animated toward the American nation. 

Be good enough to witness to him how much value we attach to the conservation 
of the good understanding which exists between the Government of the United States 
of America and t.hat of Haiti. 

Accept, etc., 

[Inclmmre No. 3 in No. 192.] 

Mr. D·n1·harn to Mr. Mctrcelin. 

F. MARCELlN. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Pm·t au Prince, April 7, 1893. 

SIR: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your note No. 167 of to-day, in whjch 
yon express the perfect accord of your Goverument t~o a settlem.ent of th~ M~vs case 
for 6,000 gourdes, and yon mform me that that sum IS at the disposal of this lega­
tion for Mr. Mevs's account. 

I note also with most cordial appreciation your expression of most friendly senti­
ments toward the United States. 

It will give me great pleasure to repeat your words to the Department at Wash­
ington for transmission to the President of the United Statet~. 

I regret to say, however, that the previous arrangement for $6,000 having been 
accepted by the Government of the United States, I do not feel that I have any 
longer the discretionary power to accept such a material modification as your 
department now makes in offering 6,000 gourdes. I trut~t that you will quite under­
stand that I simply do my duty in askillg yon to permit me to ask for instructions 
on that point before accepting your mollification. 

Acce1Jt, etc., 
JOHN 8. DURHAl\1, 

Mr. Durham to Mr. Gresham. 

No. 194.] LEGA'l'ION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Port au Prince, April12, 1893. (Heceived April 29.) 

SIR: 1 have to inform you that the lYievs case was definitely closed 
to-dcty by the payment of $6,000, United States currency, to this lega­
tion. 
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I inclose a copy of my receipt to the Haitian Government and also a 
certified receipt from Mr. M'evs, as required by the instruction contained 
in your No. 110 of the 21st ultimo. 

I have, etc., 
JOHN S. DURHAM. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 194.) 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Port au P1·i.nce, Aprill2, 1893. 

Received of the secretary of state for foreign relations of Haiti the sum of $6,000 
currency of the United States, in final settlement and full indemnification of the 
claim presented by the legation of the United States at Port au Prince in favor of 
:Frederick Mevs, a citizen of the United States. 

JOHNS. DumiAM. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 19<1.) 

L:~!:GA'l'ION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
J>m·t au P1'ince, .April12, 1893. 

1 have received from JohnS. Durham, minister-resident and consul-general of the 
United States, the sum of $6,000 currency of i,he United States in full for the indem­
nity paid to the legation for my account by the Government of Haiti. 

FREDERICK MEVS. 

CONSULATE GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Port au Prince, A]Jril 12, 1893. 

I, Alexander Battiste, deputy consul of the United States at Port au Prince, do 
hereby certify that the signature above written is the true and genuine signature 8f 
Frederick Mevs, made and acknowledged in my presence, and that the said Frederick 
Mevs is personally known to me. 

In witness thereot~ I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of this consu­
late general this day and year next above written, and of the independence of the 
United States the one hundred and seventeenth. 

(SEAL.] 

No.ll9.] 

ALEXANDER BATTISTE, 
Deputy Consul of the United States. 

Mr. Quincy to Mr. Durham. 

[Extract.) 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, May 1, 1893. 

SIR: I have read with gratification your No. 194 of April 12 report­
ing the settlement of the Mevs case by a payment from the Haitiau 
Government of $6,000 United States currency to your legation, which 
you have paid to Mr. Mevs. 

I am, etc., 
JOSIAH QUINCY, 

.Acting Secretary. 
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*The correspondence respecting the affairs in Hawaii will be found it'. Senate 
Ex. Docs.13, 46, 57, 65, 77; House Ex. Docs. 4 7, 48, 70, 76, 79, 95, 112, 140; Senate Report 
227 and House Report 243, parts 1 and 2, Fifty-third Congress, second session. 

JAPAN. 

Mr. Coombs to JJfr. Foster. 

No. 34.) LEGATION OF THE fJNITED STATES, 
Tokio, Japan, August 25, 1892. (Received September 22.) 

SIR: I have the honor to inclose herewith the report of the governor 
ofTokusima Ken upon the wreck of the American merchant vessel 
North American upon the coast of that prefecture, and, also, copy of 
correspondence with His Imperial Japanese Majesty's minister for for­
eig·n affairs relative to the matter. From other sources it appears that 
the villagers who rendered such timely assistance to the crew of the 
ill-fated vessel are fishermen in the most indigent circumstances. The 
place where the vessel struck must be a terrible one when the waves 
are running high. The shore is precipitous; in places are overhanging 
cliffs undermined by the surf. The vessel struck upon a large mass of 
rocks about 50 yards out from a place of this kind, and it was with the 
utmost difficulty and at great peril to themselves that the villagers suc­
ceeded in securing the line let out from the ship, and afterwards in 
getting the crew up the face of the cliff. 

I am informed by Mr. George N. Armstrong, first officer of the North 
American, that men were let down by ropes from a point 100 feet above 
the sea to assist the exhausted crew through the surf. After their 
rescue they were treated with the utmost kindness, the natives vying 
with each other in parting with their small household treasures and 
comforts to relieve the sufferings of the strangers whom they had 
saved from death. 

The evidence of the. rescue, as given by the officers of the wrecked 
vessel, is a story of courage and humanity rarely, if ever, surpassed. 

Should Congress see fit to testify the appreciation of the people of 
the United States for the heroic conduct displayed by these poor peo­
ple it would be a graceful and well deserved recognition. 

I would recommend that such testimonial be in the substantial form 
of money so as to enable them to purchase fishing boats, nets, and other 
fishing gear, and such things as will assist them in the pursuit of an 
occupation which to them is life and sustenance. 

I have, etc., 
FRANK L. COOMBS 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 34,,] 

Mr. KU1·ino Shinichiro to Mr. Dun. 

FOREIGN OFFICE, TOKIO, .Aug?tst 1, 189~. 
SIR: Referring to the intimation which I have already had the honor to make to 

you with reference to the wreck of the merchant vessel North .Anterican, owned by 
383 
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the American firm of vVaitock (Reimers & Co. ·n, which was wrecked within the 
jnrisdiction of Tokrishima Ken, I now lJeg to inclose for your information a copy of 
the detailed report made by the governor of Tokushima Ken. 

KURINO SCHINICHIRO, 
Chief of the Polit·ical Bu1·eau, 

His Imperial Ja]Janese Majesty's Depa·rt1nent for Forei[Jn Affairs. 

Repm·t concerning the 1m·eck of a foreign vessel. 

Having investigated the circumstances in connection with the wreck, in a gale of 
wind and rain on the 23d instant, of the merchant vessel N01·th Amet·ican, Capt. B. 
C. Creelman and crew of 23 persons, belonging to the American firm of Waitock 
(Reimers & Co. ¥), of the port of Kobe, I beg to inform you that on the 21st instant 
at 11 o'clock p.m., the above-named vessel left the port of Kobe for New York direct, 
laying her course for Hi-No-Ha-Na (Cape Hi) of the province of Kii. While pro­
ceeding on the voyage a storm of rain and wind arose a bout 5 p. m. on the 22d 
instant, and at 6 o'clock the vessel rounded the Cape of Ri-No-Ha-Na, .60 or 70 n:m­
tical miles out, when the sails were torn by the wind and the vessel was left at the 
mercy of the wind and the waves. 

While thus drifting, on the 23d at about 7 a. m. they approached land "\vhich was 
the shore of Oza Shiwagi-Ura-Mura, Township of Mikita Mura, County Kaibu, in this 
Ken. At about 9 o'clock on the same day the vessel drifted upon the rocks of Daiga­
Ura beach on the same shore, while the bottom of the vessel by reason of the violent 
wind and high waves was turned over to one side. The cook, a Chinaman, named 
Abau, while hastening a,long the upper deck wafl caught by a high wave and carried 
off. The remainder of the crew climbed the masts. Upon this cries were made for 
assistance. The middle one of the masts, however, was suddenly broken off by the 
force of the wind and the waves, and those who had climbed this mast were forced 
to seek refuge upon the other masts, fore ancl aft. And while they were ascending 
these masts they were observed by the people of the above-named village, but owing 
to the violence of the storm it was impossible to get near the wrecked vessel, for­
tunately a rope was let out from the ship which was reached by a pole from the 
shore and made fast to the root of a tree, while on board the vessel the other end of 
t.be rope was made fast to the mast. By means of the rope the crew, one at a time, 
were drawn ashore, although among them there were some who bad rece-ived 
injuries. The ship itself, it is said, no sooner than the men got ashore, immediately 
went to pieces, and. whatever of the ships' cargo that carne ashore was taken care 
of by the head-man and the police officials of the village.· This cargo consiHts 
chiefly of tea, rags etc. 

As the locality is a very inconvenient one, situated over 30 miles from the Kencho 
and connected by a difficult mountain road which, in ordinary times it takes ames­
senger a whole day to tnwel over, and as the unprecedented violent wind and rain 
storm [on] the 23d instant, together with the continual flood in all quarters, rendering 
the road difficult tbe first messenger diHpatched by the head-man of the country and 
chief of police on the morning of the 24th, did not arrive at the Kencho until the even­
ing of the 25th at 11 o'clock, and t,he second messenger dispatched by the same offici~ls 
did not arrive at the Kencho until the morning of the 26th .. It was, therefore not until 
11 o'clock last night that the eircumstances of the shipwreck were known at the 
Kencho, from whence, without dela.y, an attache was at onue dispatched to the place 
and to-day another officia.l has set out. In accordance with the departmental order 
B, No. 45 of September, 1881, of the treaty with the Government of the United States 
for the return of ex.peuses of shipwrec],etl sailors, a full protection was accorded and 
suitable clothing, .food, etc., were provided and an ul'gent message was dispatched 
to the governor of Hiogo Ken in order that the company at the port of Kobe might 
be informed of tbe matter, and also to learn fi·om them if there was any prepara­
tion made to send a ve::;sel out to the wreck. 

I inclose herewith a list of names of the cnptahi and crew. 
I have the honor to communicate the above withotlt delay. 

Viscount ENOMOTTO TAKEAKI, 
Minister fo1· Fo1·eign AffaiTs. 

JULY 26, 1892. 

SEKI YOSHIOMI, 
Governor of TokusMma Ken. 

List of officers and c1·ew of the North Amm·ican. 

Capt. B. C. Creelman, American; First Officer, George N. Armstrong, American; 
Second Officer, F. :Fitzgerald, American; Boatswain, Frank Harris, American; sea-
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men, Fred Phillips, English; J. Lasson and James O'Niel, Americans; Harry Luno, 
Denmark; John Johnson, Norway; Alexander, Russian; Fred Brown, American; 
Charles Arthur~ German; Harry Hangson, Denmark; Manuel Nelson, Swede; seven 
.T apanese: Ishii Esaku, Matsushima Torasaburo, Hirabar:t Rinkichi; Okada Seshiro, 
Yamamoto Katsnji, Murakami Kurataro, and Horita Hachiro, Cook, Abau (Bankok, 
Siam), drowned. 

NOTE.-lt is stated that the Chinese cook is on the register as a Siamese subject. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 34.) 

Mr. Coombs to M1·. Mu.tsn Munemitsu. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Tokio, .August 10, 1892. 

SIR: Having received through Mr.Kurino Sbinichiro, chief of the-political burean 
of His Imperial Japanese Majesty's foreign office, a copy of the report of the prefect 
of 'I'okushima Ken, to His Imperial Japanese Majesty's minister for foreign af­
fairs, relative to the wreck of the American merchant vessel North .American on the 
coast of Tokushima Ken, at Daiga-Ura beach and the rescue of the crew of the ill­
fated vessel from imminent peril by the people of the village in the neighborhootl, 
anrl, a.lso, relating the steps taken by the local authorities of Tokushima Ken for 
the relief of the unfortunate men and the salvage of the cargo which drifted ashore 
from the wrecked vessel, I beg to express to your excellency, on behalf of my 
Government, my sincere thanks for the action, on this occasion, of the local author­
ities of Tokushima Ken, and my high appreciation of the kindness and courage of 
the Japanese people, who, by their humane and timely assistance, rendered at great 
personal risk to themselves, were the means of saving the lives of my unfortunate 
countrymen. 

I have the honor to request that your excellency will convey to the governor of 
Tokushima Ken, and through him to the local authorities and to the people of the 
locality where the vessel was wrecked, this expression of my gratitude for their 
kindness and appreciation of .their courage. 

I will convey to my Government an account of this matter, together with a copy 
of the report of the governor of Tokushima Ken. · 

· I avail, etc., 
FRANK L. COOMBS. 

[Inclosure 3 in No. 34-Translation.) 

Mr. Mntsu M'unem.itsu to Mr. Coombs. 

DEPARTMENT Ol!' FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
Tokio, the 18th day .• tlw 8th month, the 25th year of Meiji (.August 18, 1892). 

SIR: I have had the honor to receive your exce11ency's note of the lOth instant, 
requesting me to convey yonr thanks to· the local authorities concerned and the 
people who rendered assistance in rescuing the crew of the American merchant 
vessel North .American on the occasion of its wreck near the coast of Shiwaki-ura, 
Tokusbima prefecture. In compliance with your request, I have at once taken the 
steps to convey the expression of your thanks. 

I avail, etc., 
MUTSU MUNEMITSU, 

Minister jo1· Foreign .Affairs. 

Mr. Foster to Afr. Coombs. 

No. 32.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
lVashington, September, 27, 1892. 

SIR: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch, No. 34, 
of August 25, 1892. It gives the particulars of the wreck of tlie mer­
chant vessel North .A.rnerican on the 23d of July last off the coast of 

FR--25 
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Japan, and of the heroic and humane conduct of certain villagers under 
the jurisdiction of the Governor of Tokushima Ken. I have perused 
your dispatch with care, and, by the President's direction, you are 
authorized to draw upon the Secretary of State for the sum of $350 as 
a gift to those people in recognition of their noble and praiseworthy 
conduct. In this connection I note your recommendation that it would 
be well ~hould the testimonial be in the substantial form of money. It 
might be expended to enable those villagers to purchase :fishing boats, 
nets, and other :fishing gear, and such things ali\ will assist them in the 
})Ursuit of an occupation which, to them, is life and sustenance. 

I have no desire to indicate how the money shall be distributed or 
used, but in sending it to the Japanese Government you may say tllat 
the Government of the United States would be glad to know that it 
had been applied, provided no better course suggests itself to the Jap­
anese Government, in the manner indicated. You may also ask of the 
Japanese Government the names of the villagers most conspicuous in 
this noble and perilous rescue to the end that a silver medal, suitably 
engraved, may be presented to each. 

Cordially approving your note of thanks upon this subject, I am, 
etc., 

~0. 44.] 

JOHN W. FOSTER. 

Mr. Foster to Mr. Coombs. 

DEP .ART.l.HENT OF STATE, 
lVashington, November 9, 1892. 

SIR: In connection with the Department's instruction No. 32, of Sep­
tember 27, 1892, I inclose for your information, and to complete the rec­
ord of the case, a copy of a letter of the 4th instant, from Messrs. Henry 
Hastings & Co., of Boston, with its accompaniment, in relation to the 
wreck of the ship North American, and the high regard in 'Yhich they 
hold the acts of the brave and generous Japanese rescuers. 

I have explained to 1\fessrs. Hastings & Co. the nature of your dis­
patch upon the subject and of the action of the Department in placing 
to your credit the sum of $350, to be handed to the .Japanese Govern­
ment for the benefit of the villagers, and of the further desire of the 
President to present to those of the villagers most conspicuous in the 
noble and perilous rescue, when their names shall have been obtained, 
a silver· medal suitably engraved. 

I am, etc., 
JOHN W. FOSTER. 

[Inclosure in No. 44.] 

Hem·y Hastings ~ Co. to M1·. Foster. 

BosTON, Novmnber 4, 1892. (Received November 5.) 
DEAR SIR :.J!aving had submitted to us a copy of letter written to your honor by 

the consul of the United States at Hiogo, under date of August 5, ultimo, we take 
much pleasure in realizing that the consul at Hiogo should have written to our Gov­
ernment regarding the treatment of the natives towards the crew of our ship North 
.American, which was wrecked on the coast of Japan July 23 last. The commander 
<;~f th_e ship, Capt. Benjamin C. Creelman, has returned home, and says that had it 
n.Qt been for the assist~nce of the natives not one life would have been saved out of 
twe~ty-four, and further states that when on land, and safe from the perils of the 
sea, -all the crew were provided with clothes and food~ · We take pleasure ill inclos-
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ing a lE~tter from Capt. Creelman for your perusal, and would urgently suggest that 
some st6ps be taken to prove to those natives who gave such timely assistance, by a 
suitable contribution from our Government, so that [they] may have boats and fish 
nets replaced to them which they lost during the gales that swept over their part of 
the country. 

Capt. Creelman has been in our employ some thirty years, and be says he never saw 
such true and manly treatment from any race before, and all done without asking a 
penny. 

Hoping this matter may receive prompt and proper consideration from our Gov­
ernment, ever willing to reward good deeds, we are, etc., 

HENRY HASTINGS & Co. 

[Inclosure.] 

Capt. C1·eel1nan to M1·. Hastings. 

BEVERLY, MAss., November 1, 1892. 
DEAR Sm.: In rega.rd to the loss of your ship, North A1nerican, under my command, 

on the coast of Japan, Jnly 23, 1892, it gives me g-reat pleasure to say that the 
natives tendered us every assistance in their power in saving our lives, and in fact 
not a soul would have been savecl but for the assistance received from them. After 
we were all on shore they did everything that it was possible for them to do, to 
make us comfortable, and assisted us to get back to Kobe. As soon as the govern­
ment officials of the province got the news of the wreck they sent different kinds of 
European provisions, which had to be carried for miles on men's backs, the roads 
and bridges being all washed away. After the weather moderated they went to 
work at my request, and saved all the cargo they could, not knowing whether they 
would be paid for their services or not, as none of them could speak or understand a 
word of English, and I don't think that a particle of the cargo was t~tolen. I think 
that our Government should reward them liberally, and would respectfully suggest 
that they don't want gold watches, medals, nor anythh1g of that kind, but hard cash, 
to assist them in replacing their boats, nets, etc., that they have lost in the terrible 
storms they have had on their coast this season. Their treatment of us was so dif­
ferent from that received by the people on the Roumania lately lost in the Bay of 
Biscay, that they should not only be rewarded, but it should be made known to the 
whole civilized world. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
B. c. CREELMAN, 

Mastm· of the late ship North Anw1·ican. 

Mr. Coombs to Mr. Foster. 

No. 58.) · LEGATION OF 1'HE UNITED STATES, 
Tokio, Japan, November 26, 1892. (Received December 19.) 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your instruction 
No. 32, of date September 27, 1892, authorizing me to draw upon the 
Secretary of State for the sum of $350 as a gift to the villagers of Shi­
waki-ura, Tokushima prefecture, Japan, who were instrumental in saving 
the lives of the crew of the ill-fated American vessel North Anwrican. 

I had the honor to transmit such draft to his excellency, Mutsu Mune­
mitsu, His Imperial Japanese J\:Iajesty's minister for foreign afl'airs, with 
a note to him, No. 20, of date the 16th instant. 

I have the honor to inelose herewith copy of the reply of his excel­
lency, to my note which, in itself, forms a complete record to date in the 
matter. 

When the final distribution of the money is made and the names of 
those villagers most conspicuous in the rescue and entitled to medals 
are ascertained, I shall transmit the correspondence relative to the 
same. 

I have, etc., . 
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[Inclosure in No. 40.-Translation.] 

• 
M1·. Mutstt Mttnentitsu, to M1·. Coombs. 

DEPARTMENT 01!' FOREIGN AFFAIRS. · 
Tokio, the 22d day, the 11th nwnth, the 25th yecw of Meifi (Normnber 22, i892). 

Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your excellency's note No. 18, 
of the 7th instant, wherein you are good enough to communicate to me a copy of 
instruction No. 32, from the honorable Secretary of State of the United States, dated 
the 27th September la,st, in regard to the distribution of $350 among the vi1lagers of 
Shiwaki-ura, Tokushima prefecture, in recognition of their services in rescuing the 
crew of the ill-fateu American merchant vessel Nm·th American, and also the receipt 
of your note No. 20, of the 16th instant, inclosing a draft for $350 in United States 
gold coin. · 

In conveying to the governor of Tokushima prefecture the purport of your note of 
the 7th instant, I have directed him to determine, in consultation vdth the chief of 
the village of Shiwaki-ura, and the villagers concerned in the rescue, the mode of 
applying the money granted by the United States Government for such purpose as 
may he deemed mo~t beneficial to the villagers. 

Having also instructed the governor of 'l'okushima prefecture to report to me the 
names of those villagers most conspicuous for their services on the occasion, I will 
communicate to you the desired information us soon as it is received from the gov­
ernor. 

I avail, etc., 
MUTSU MUNEl\IITSU, 

Minister of Foreign Affairs. 

JJir. Ooom,bs to llfr. Foster. 

No. 62.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
'l·olcyo, Japan, Decembm· 17, 1892. (Received January 14.) 

SIR: I have the honor to inclose herewith copies of receipts, one 
from the "Chartered Bank of India, Australia, and Ollina," showing 
the proceeds in yen of my draft on the Secretary of State for $350 
United States goJd, in behalf of the rescuers of the wrecked vessel 
North American, and the other from the governor of Tokushima Ken 
for my personal check for yen 520.45, being the amount of proceeds of 
said draft. The draft had originally been drawn in favor of His Impe­
rial Japanese Majesty's minister for foreign affairs, and lrad been 
indorsed by him and made payable to tl;te governor of Tokushima Ken. 
The governor seemed to be in doubt as to the amount in exchange 
which he could get and asked my assistance. I forwarded the draft 
to the bank, with the result shown by the inclosed copy of their 
receipt. 

The money is to go toward the purchase of bonds in Toknshima 
Ken, which are supposed to be worth a yearly interest of about 90 yen. 
This will be devoted to the purchasing of fishing nets and such things 
as will assist the villagers in thp, pursuit of their occupation. 

I explained to the governor that the United·States would always be 
interested in hearing of the disposition of this fund in a manner most 
beneficial to those people. I was promised by the governor a copy of 
his report to His Imperial Japanese Majesty's minister for foreign 
affairs giving an account of the investment of this money. When 
received I shall have the honor of transmitting copy of this report to 
you. 

I have, etc. 
FRANK L. 0001\iBS. 
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[Inclosnre 1 in No. 62.] 

M1·. Combs to Mr. Coombs. 

MEMORANDUM. 

CHARTERED BANK OF INDIA, A U STRALIA, AND CHIN A, 
Yokohama, Decembet 13, 1892. 

DEAR Sm: vVe are in receipt of your letter of this date inclosing draft for $35G, 
proceeds of whicll, at 67t, $520.45, which we have credited to your account. 

Yours, etc., 
ED. COUTTS, Agent. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 62.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITRD STATES, 
1'okyo December 15, 1892. 

Received from Frank L. Coombs, United States minister, check on the ''One 
Hnndred and Nineteenth National Bank'1 at Tokyo, Japan, for 520.45 yen, being the 
fulL proceeus in exchange for draft on tho Secretary of State of the Unitetl States, 
indorsed to me by Mutsu Mnnemitsu, His Imperial Japanese Majesty's minister for 
foreign affairs, for the sum of $350, gold coin of the United States. 

YOSHIOMI SEKI, 
Yen 520.45. Govm·nm· of Tokushima Ken. 

Mr. Coombs to Mr. Foster. 

No. 70.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Tokyo, Japan, Decen~ber 27, 1892. (Received January 18, 1893.) 

SIR: I have the honor to inclose herewith final correspondence per­
taining to the rescue of the crew of the merchant vessel North Arme1"ican, 
showing the disposition of the money and the names of those persons 
ascertained to have been most conspicuous for their services in the 
rescue. 

Considering the wise manner of investing the gift and the friendly 
motive evidenced by making it an enduring monument to the recogni­
tion and appreciation of the people of the United States, I have the 
honor to suggest that should Congress appropriate a sum to be added 
to this it would more substantially contribute to the future welfare of 
these people, as well as to carry out their motives, and more perma­
nently serve as an incentive in the future for the Japanese along tbe 
coast, and especially during that part of the season when frequent 
and violent storms render navigation hazardous, to aid those A.merican 
seamen who by chance are driven upon these shores. 

I have, etc., 
FRANK L. CooMBS. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 70-Translation.] 

Mr. Mutsu Munernitsn to M1·. Coombs. 

DI<~PARTMENT FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
Tolcyo, the 23d day, the 12th month, the 25th yem· of Meiji (December 23, 189,dj). 

Sm: In my note of November 22last I had the honor to acquaint your excellency 
with the action taken, with a. view to determine the mode of applying the money 
granted by the United States Goverumeut to the villagers of Shiwaki-ura, Tokushima 
prefecture in recognition of their services in rescuing the crew of the American 
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vessel North A1nerican, which was wrecked in July last, and also to ascertain the 
names of those villagers most conspicuous for their services ou that occasion. 

I am now in receipt of a report from the governor of Tokushima Prefecture to tbe 
effect that, having held a consultation in accordance with my instructions with tbe 
chief of the village and the villagers concerned in the rescue as to the mode of apply­
ing the money, they submitted the proposal, as shown in the report, copy of which 
is inclosed, that the money, instead of being distributed among the vHlagers con­
cemed, should be preserved and invested as a fund to purchase fishing boats and 
implements for all the villagers, in order to perpetuate the good will shown by tbe 
Unite(l States Government, and that the governor approved this proposal and 
directed the necessary steps to be taken in carrying it out. 

The inclosed report also contains the full particulars as to those most conspicuous 
for the services rendered in connection with the rescue. 

In communicating to your excellency the above information I beg to express, on 
behalf of the Imperial Government and the persons concerned the most sincere 
thanks for the good will manifested by the United States GoYernment, and to request 
that yon will convey to your Government the expression of the thanks. 

I avail, etc., 
MUTSU MUNI~MITSU, 

M'inister jm· Ji'oreign .Affai1·s. 

Linclosure 2 in No. 70-Translation.] 

Report on the 'rnode of applying the mone,11 granted joT the 1·escue of the c1·ew of the 1M'ecked 
.Amm·ican vessel, and a list of the persons nwst conspicuous fo1' their sm·vices on the 
occasi01~. 

His Excellency SEKI YOSHIOMI, 
G01:ernor of Tokushima P1·efectu1·e: 

Sm: Having consulted with the chief of the village of Shiwald-ura, commune of 
Nikita, in this district, in accordance with yonr instruction No.1436, relative to the 
inquiry into the mode of distributing among the vil1agers the snm of $350 in U11itcd 
States gold coin, granted 1hrough the United States minister in Japan in recognition 
of their services in rescuing the crew of the N01·th .Antm·ican, an American merclwnt 
vessel which drifted to the eoast of the said villa.ge, we beg to state that in regard 
to the mode of applying the money it is proposed, as shown in the annexed docn­
ment, to enter into an agreement making the money a common property of the vil­
lage of Shiwaldnra. 

The annexed document also gives information as to the persons most conspicuous 
for their services. 

vVe are, your most obedient servants, 
MATSUOKA HITSUJU, 

Chief of Unbe District, 1'ok1tshima P1·efecture. 
TAKATA NAOYE, 

Police Inspect01·, Chief of the Unbe Pol·ice Station. 

The 6th day, the 12th month, the 25th year of Meiji--December 6, 1892. 

Mode of applying the money grantecl in ·recognition of seh;ices. 

While it may appear proper tha.t the money granted by the U. S. Government 
should be distributed amon~ the persons concerned in the rescne to assist them 
in the purchase of fishing boats or implements, or other necessary articles for 
their individual occupations, it would be a. matter of regret that in that case tbe 
good will of the U. S. Government will be remembered no longer than these imple­
ments and articles continue in use, and, therefore, it is desirable that the money, 
instead of being distributed among· the persons concerned should be preserved and 
invested as a fund for thel)tuchase of fishing boats and implements for the villagers of 
Shiwaki-ura in general, so as to perpetuate the memory of the good will of the 
U. S. Government, and that the fund should be under the control of the chief 
of the village in order to prevent its misapplication. 

Persons most conspicuous for their services in the rescue: 
Matsnua Masntaro Heimiu, of the village of Shiwakiura, commune of Mikita, 

Unbe district; Matsuda Kankichi, do.; Hamamoto Kanetaro, do. 
When the wrecked vessel in drifting to the coast of Shiwaki-ura could not reach 

the shore on account of its bottom touching a sunken rock, a plank fastened to a 
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rope was thrown from the vessel in the direction ofthe shore, but the violent waves, 
brealdug against the rocks, failed to carry the rope to the shore, and at this junc­
ture the 3 men above named. jumped into the sea, at peril of their own lives, and 
took bold. of the rope. This was the first and most effectual action in carrying out 
the work of rescuing the lives of 22 men. 

Ta11iwaki Isokichi and Osbikami Matsuzo, from the same village as the foregoing. 
These men, at the risk of their own lives, rescued a man named Hota Hachiku, 

who fell into the sea while pulling the rope in lauding the crew of the vessel, and 
was in imminent danger of being drowned, owing to the violence of the waves. 

Yoshitla Shimajiro and Matsumoto Zenzaburo, from the same village as tae fore-
going. · 

These 2 men, who first observed. the wreck, reported the fa.ct to an official of the 
village, and. also brought it to the notice of the villagers, and they were the first to 
appear at the place of the accident, where they spared no effort in 1·escuing the 
crew. 

Murakami Shimpei, chief of the village of Mikita; Miyawaki Toyotaro, clerk of 
the village office. 

On the receipt of the report above referred to Miyawaki 'foyotaro at once conveyed 
the information to the chief of the village, and then ·went to the place of the acci­
tlellt, where he exerted himself in directing the action of the men engaged in the 
rescue of the crew. Murakami Shimpei, on receipt of the clerk's report, went at 
once to the place of the accident and took part in the rescue of the crew by direct­
ing aud supervising the action of the clerk and villagers. He supplied the survivors 
with clothes and food, and otherwise used every attention, which gave them a great 
satisfaction. 

[Inclosure 3 in No. 70.] 

M1·. Coombs to Mr. Mntsu Mwnemitsu. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Tokio, Decernbm· 28, 1892. 

Sm: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your excellency's note No. 46, 
of date the 23d instant, transmitting a communication from the governor of Tokus­
hima Prefectnre and his report showing the disposition of the gift of the United 
~tates to the rescuers of the crew of the merchant vessel North Arnerican and con-
1aining the names of those persons most conspicuous in the rescue. It atfor<.ls me 
mnch pleasure in noting the mauner of the investment of the money given by the 
United States and of the motive in having it made a perpetuity in order tl1at it 
shall remain as an evidence of the gratitude of my Government toward those who 
had been instrumental in saving the lives and protecting the property of American 
citizens. 

The Government of the United. States will always feel an interest in seeing this 
fnnd devoted to a purpose which will immre the most good to the beneficiaries and 
the manner of its distribution will, undoubtedly, meet with the appreciation of the 
people of the United States. 

I have the honor to reqnest of your excellency that these expressions of apprecia­
tion he conveyed to the governor of Tokushima Prefecture and, through him, to the 
local authorities and people of Shiwakiura. 

I avail, etc., 
FRANK L. COOMBS, 

JJfr. Coombs to Mr. Foster. 

No. 81.] LEGA'l'ION OF TH:li: UNITED STATES, 
Tokio, Japa.n, January 20, 1893. (Received February 23.) 

SIR: I have the honor to inclose herewith copy of a note of date 
the 19th instant from his excellency Mutsu Mnnemitsu, His Imperial 
Japanese Majesty's minister for foreign affairs, and of its two accom­
paniments, relative to the receipt and disposition by the villagers of 
Shiwaki-ura of the gift of $350 from the Government of the United 
States, in recognition of their services in connection with the rescue of 
the crew of the American merchant vessel North American. 

I have, etc., 
FRANK L. Oomvms. 
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[Inclosure 1 in No. 81.] 

Mr. Mufstt Mumernitsu to "hi?·. Coombs. 

DEPARTMENT l!"OR FOREIGN Al<'FAIRS, 
Tolcio, the 19th day, the 1st month, the 26th year of Me·i:fi (Janua1·y 19, 1893). 

Sm: I have ha.d the honor to receive ;vour excellency's note No. 29 of the 28th 
December last, expretising satisfaction at the manner in which the vi11a.gers of Shi­
waki-u.ra, Tokushima Prefecture, propose to dispose of the money granted by the 
Government of the United States in recognition of their services in rescuing the crew 
of the vessel North American. 

In acquainting your excellency that I have lost no time in complying with your 
request to convey the expression of your appreciation to the govemor of Toknshima 
Prefecture, and through him to the local ~tnthorities and people of Shiwaki-ura, I 
beg leave to transmit to you a receipt for the money a,nu a declaration accepting the 
proposed mode of its disposition, which have been produced by the villagers to the 
governor and forwarded to me by the latter. 

I avail myself, etc., 
MUTSU MUNEMITSU, 

Minister for Ji'oreign L1:0"airs. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 81.-Translation.) 

CERTIFICATE. 

$350 United States gold. 
Being the sum of yen 520.03 in Japanese money donated by the American Govern­

ment as a gift to the villagers of this villagfl, who gave assistance in rescuing the 
officers and crew of the American merchant vessel North American, which was wrecked 
in July of this year. 

The above amount has been received. 
December 29, 1892. 
Signed on behalf of the villagers of Owaza-Shiwaki-ura-mura, township of Mikita­

mura, county of Kaihu. 
Haruki Chujiro, 

Yamashita Sojiro, 
Hamano Isekicbi, 
Wakamatsu Shotnro, 
Matsuda Choshichi, 
Hirai Torakichi, 
Okumura Bunsaku, 
Baudo Tokutaro, 
Hashimoto Tokntaro, 
Yoshino Tsnrekichi, 
Hamano Umekichi, 
W akagi Kantnr{), 
Ta.ga Yasnzo, 
Konda Shigimatsu, 
Kamei Seizaboro, 
Itsumoto Kosaburo, 
Sato Ichitaro, 
Miyazaki Ezaburo, 
Kusumoto Bunjiro. 

To the Bon. SEin YosHIO;\U, 
Governor of Tokushirna. Prefecture. 

[Inclosure 3 in ~o. 81-Translation.J 

$350 United States gold equivalent to yen, 520.03 Japanese m.oney. 

'l'be above snm being the amount received ns a gift from the American Govern­
ment to be distributed among- those of tbis village who rendered assistance iu July 
last in the rescue of t.be ofiiccrs and crew of the American merchant vessel North 
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.Arnerioan and in purRuance of the benevolent desire of the American Govemment to 
he expended in the purchase of fishing boats, fishing implements, and other necessary 
implements used in their respective vocations, we feel that so long as these imple­
ments lasted this kindness would be kept in mind, but in order that we may not have 
cause to regret seeing the evidence of this great kindness pass away from our sight, 
we desire that the said sum may not be distributed to incli viduals, but may be invested 
as a, common fund from the interest _of which fishing boats and implements for the 
whole village of Shiwaki-Ura may be purchased, and thus perpetuate the memory 
of this benevolent act of the American Government. 

We hereby have the honor to present this our consent in writing to the manner 
runtnally fixetl 1,1pon as to the disposal of the aforesaid money. 

December 29, 1892. _ 
Signetl on behalf of the villagers of Owaza-Shiwaki-ura, townRllip of Kikita­

mura, county of Kaibu, by Naaruki Chujiro and eighteen others, whose names 
appear in the accompanying certificate. 

To the Hon. Smn YOSHIOMI, 
. Governor of 1'okushima P1·ejeot1t1·e. 

Mr. Coornbs to Mr. Gresharn. 

No. 98.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Tokio, Japan, JJfctrch 21, 1893. (Heceived April 22.) 

SIR: I have the honor to submit to you my decision in the matter ot 
the application of Alexander Powers and Basil Powers for citizens' 
passports. ..._1\_s will be seen, I have issued a passport to Philip H. 
Powers, the father of Alexander and Basil, aud f1:~ same includes lli:::l 
minor son Basil and two other minor children. 

Whether my conclusions are correct or not, I have pnrsuecl the 
investigation into the facts as thoroughly as possible and have faith­
fully considered the law in order to arrive at a just conclusion. I 
must admit that the position of the minor child, Basil, l1as impressed 
me with doubts; yet under the rule such doubts would warrant me 
in refusing his application pending your instruction. It may be impos­
sible to convey to you accurately aU of the facts outside of the record, 
by which I am privileged to measure the motives of the applicants and 
upon which I am called to apply the rule of discretion as laid down in 
the many instructions from the Department of State. 

I herewith inclose, as a record in the case, copies of certain papers, 
and I have the honor to refer you to them as containing the facts. 
l\'lr. John Walsh, of the firm of Walsh, Hall & Co., of Yokohama and 
Kobe, and at one time U. S. consul at Nagasaki, ,Japan, au Amer­
ican highly esteemed in this country, acting upon a letter (inclosure 
5) from Philip H. Powers, called upon me with reference to the mat­
ter. I mention this fact for the reason that in my discussion of the 
question I often draw conclusions of facts wbich, perhaps, might not 
be warra.nted by the records, but which, to my mind, are clearly 
iuferential from his conversation with me. 

lt may be well to consider the law of Hussia, as it unquestionably 
has a bearing upon this case. I quote as follows: "Children born of 
foreigners not Hussian subjects, born and educated in Russia, or, if 
born abroad, yet who have completed their education in a Hussian 
upper or middle school, will be admitted to Hussian allegiance, should 
they desire to do so, within the succeeding year after they shall have 
obtained their majority." In this connection I have the honor to call 
your attention to the naturalization law of Russia of 1864, found on p. 
1288, Foreign Relations of 1873, subdivision 12. The law, as it appears 
there, is different fmm my quotation in that it is made to appear in the 
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law found in such report that the time of election of ·citizenship is "a 
year after they shall have obtained their majority," and, of course, it 
would follow that at any time subsequent to the expiration of said year 
their right would remain unimpaired, other requirements having been 
fulfilled. In order to be certain in the matter I referred this construc­
tion to the Russian minister at this court, who informs me that there is 
a mistake in the translation, as it should appear that the right of elec­
tion is only during the year immediately following the time of the person 
obtainillg his majority, and if it is not availed of within that time be 
loses ~ncb rights of citizenship as he may have by reason of birth. 

Alexander Powers was 21 years of age last August, and he may now 
take. advantage of the same and become a Russian subject. Basil 
Powers, as will be seen from his application, will be 21 years of age 
May 3,1894, and can then and within the year following elect to become 
a Russian subject by reason of birth. 

The importance of the Russian law, as I have thought, consists in the 
fact that it confers upon them, equally with the law of our own country 
rights to be taken advantage ofwhen they arrive at years of responsi­
bility and practically at the same time. Under our law the child of an 
American citizen born abroad inherits the rights of citizenship from its 
father. I have, therefore, considered that they, in this case, owe a 
double allegiance, and that both countries simultaneously require that 
they should elect between the two. 

Conceding that the law of Russia, as given in the Foreign Rela­
tions of 1873, is correct, then if they fail to elect the United States, 
when they are required so to do, it evidences au intention to elect 
Russia when their ability arises under the law and they are required so 
to do. But I shall consider these applications nnrler the light of tl1e 
law as translated at the Russian legation in Tokio, though, perhaps, the 
distinction as applied to this case is immaterinJ. It appears apparent 
that the Powers brothers have a dual capacity as citizens, or, rather, 
they have a double right to be exercised at option when they become 
of age. There can be no absolute rule embracing every possible-con­
dition, and it must be determined according to the circumstauces of 
each individual case. The position of the father becomes an essential 
in this consideration and he will be termed an .American citizen, giving 
to his children all the rights that they could inherit under the law. 
Tl1ey are in a position where a decisive act must be necessary to avail 
themselves of the rights of inheritance under the law. In this case they 
say that "they intend to make their residence in the United States at 
some future day." This declaration on the part of a 1)erson having estab­
lished his citizenship might be sufficient. This declaration on the part 
a person electing between coexisting rights in two countries must be 
considered under the light of different rules and may be as evidencing 
a different intention. They say "that their permanent residence is in 
the United States." This is intended as a conch1sion of law and, I think, 
a wrong one. Their apparent purpose of life, so far as it can be ascer­
tained, points to the selection of a residence, not in the United States, but 
in the coup. try of their birth; to take up those duties of life and ~~ssume 
such functions as tend most to establish their identity with and fix 
their prospects in the latter country. Every circumstance of their 
-past and present, every measurable prospect of their future, fixes 
their domicile in the country of their birth. They go back to Russia, 
not to continue in au old, but to engage in a, new enterprise. This 
argues their intention more strongly than can any formal declaration. 

In the case of Rudolph Nejedly, found in Mr. Blaine's No.110 to Mr. 
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Grant, the statement of the applicant was that he intended to return to 
the United States "when circumstances would permit." ' 

It appears to me that the statement of the Powers ''at some future 
day" as expressive of a purpose to select between two nationalities, is 
as indefinite as Nejedly's, and especially as it is accompanied with the 
fact that they propose to fix a present residence in a country having an 
equal claim upon them for a purpose, measured by every standard of 
life calculated to m:.ke that residence permanent. If they owe a double 
allegiance to Russia and the United States in selecting. between the 
two, they say to Russia "We shall now take up our residence within 
your domains and engage in business therein," and to America "We 
sl1all make our residence with you at some future da,y," it would appear 
that, for the ordinary purposes of life, their choice was in favor of Rus­
sia, and that their destiny would be cast in the latter country. If it is 
a matter of double allegiance it must cease sometime. It can onl:y be 
solved in favor of the United States, after becoming of age; by their 
actions in such direction. Taking up business in Russia at a time when 
they are called upon to make an r:.lection is an act looking toward the 
adoption of the latter country. There are certain kinds of business con­
veying the idea of a temporary interest and a t~mporary residence in 
the location selected; but generally it means an identity with the wel­
fare, the progress, and the g·overnment of such country. 

I recognize that the status of American citizens abroad engaged in 
mercantile pursuits should be preserved when the same does not do 
violence to all other considerations. At times such business is imme­
d.iately connected with the prosperity of his country and the expansion 
of its commerce, under some circumstances the indefinite avoidance of 
the obligations of a citizen does not work a forfeiture of his rights. 
These cases have come within the consideration of the Department but 
they do not bear upon the present question. In Mr. Blaine's No. 330 
to Mr. Phelps, whh reference to the application of Mrs. Cadmus for 
passports for her minor children, he took occasion to say: "I am dis­
posed to instruct you to grant her a passport at this time, that the right 
of her sons to elect American citizenship, on their majority, may be 
preserved unimpaired. As they come of age, however, and separate 
passports become necessary to them, their right thereto must be deter­
mined independently and upon their own merits." 

It seems that the case of Alexander Powers falls within this rule, 
and his right to a passport "must be determined independently and 
upon his own merits." Under such a rule be can not elect American 
citizenship by the declaration of a future remote intention accompa­
nied by acts taken most strongly against it. Mr. Blaine again observes, 
in his No. 76 to Mr. Reid, in effect, that passports must be confined to 
those who at the time they apply for the protection of the Government 
are its loyal citizens, bearing, in the language of the oath they are 
required to take, "true faith and allegiance to the same." It can not 
be said of a man born in Russia, of a Russian mother, educated in 
Russia, speaking its language fluently, not speaking or understanding 
English, never having seen America, that .he bears "true faith and 
allegiance," whose intention of settlement is as undefined as the future, 
and who seeks the territory of his birth for the pursuit of those plans 
which call for the best energies of llis life and forg-e every bond of inter­
est in such country. 

In the concluding language of l\ir. Adee, Acting Secretary of State 
to Mr. Lincoln, p. 461, "Foreign Relations" of 1889, the doctrine is 
cited tllat a person with a dual status must elect upon obtaining his rna-
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jority. The intention to elect the United States is not only not appar· 
ei1t on the part of Mr. Powers, but is negatived by every circumstance 
of his life. The same doctrine seems to obtain in the Vignaud case, p. 
543, "Foreign Relations" of 1888, and in the case of Straus. . 

In most of these cases the father was a naturalized citizen, and while 
there are greater presumptions against a naturalized citizen returning 
to land of his adoption, y(>ot when the right of citizenship is preserved 
to the naturalized father the ~tatus of the child is controlled by the 
same rules as in the present case. 

On page 12, "Foreign Relations" of 1886, Mr. Bayard observes: "An 
election in case of a doubtful or dual allegiance must be made upon ob­
taining majority or shortly afterwards, and must be signified by acts 
plainly expressive of intention, such as immediate intentions to return 
to the elected country." The case of Ernest Labrone, p. 304 of the same, 
seems to be determined on like ground. In the very able review of 
Mr. Fish, Secretary of State, Wharton, vol. 2, pp. 362 to 367, inclusive, 
although dealing with a case stronger against the applicant, indicates 
a policy which would clearly place the applicants beyond the rule which • 
sa.ncti ons the issuance of passports. · 

Without further quotations from the authorities contained in the 
reports from the Department of State, suffice it to say that while I 
have found no case exactly parallel yet they are .uniform in the con­
struction of the law and, it appears to me, applicable to the case of 
Alexander Powers. The position of the minor child, Basil Powers, is 
more doubtful and I have come to the conclusion with less satisfaction. 
As a J)r~liminary it is well to consider the language of Mr. Smithers. 
He says: "I suggested to the father that he should apply himself for 
a passport to include his minor son, but he states that the youth is 
going to Vladivostock to reside while his residence will be at another 
place." 

Under the ordinary rule it would appear that the boy inheriting, 
through his fatller, the rights of citizenship, was entitled to be pro­
tected as such, that such rights should be preserved until he became 
of age. This is the view I should take of it if his passport had been 
applied for by his father, as will hereafter appear. I think the pass­
port for a minor is generally upon that assumption. There may be 
unavoidable circumstances requiring separate passports, hut they are 
not upon the theory of an independent life and distant residence, 
when applied to a person entitled to the rights of citizenship, and bJ~ 
reason of his father's status. His application placed him in a position 
where it is hardly possible to consider his rights arising from his rela­
tion and association with his father, but to consider the question of 
his established allegiance to the United States by reason of his hlheri­
tance and his acts. It is to be observed that he is now applying as a 
free agent, out of the protection aniJ control of his father, with motives 
of furthering his own interests in Russia and, as it appears to me 
from the knowledge I have been able to gain, avowedly with the pur­
pose of making Russia his home and the field of his permanent busi­
ness aspirations. He is to engage as a clerk under Russian employers. 
He understands English a little better than his brother, yet hardly 
enough to be of use to him. He has never been i:t;t America and it 
can not be assumed that he has strong and influencing affections for 
that country. He will be of age in less than fourteen months; and his 
business ties in Russia if successful, as he must hope and expect they 
will be, will fix his residence there beyond that time. As far as I am 
able to conclude, he does not intend to give up those relations, upon 
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becoming of age, for the purpose of electing the United States as his 
country. In fact be is not now evidencing those inclinations towards 
allegiance which the United States expects from those who ask for her 
protection. 

Born upon Russian soil, living within her territory all of his life, hav­
ing no interests within the United States, never having seen that coun­
try, with no strong ties of affection for it, it requires some strong affirma­
tive act showing a fixed purpose for th~ future, inconsistent with Rus­
~ian aJlegiance, in order to create the assumption in favor of electing 
American citizenship. 

It may be true that he desires to become an American citizen. A 
desire is not always sufficient. Every benefit derived from citizenship 
has its corresponding obligation . . A simple desire should not be per­
mitted to acquire the benefit without satisfying the obligation. I may 
say that in both cases the primal conditions seem complete~ yet the 
fulfillment thereof is lacking upon which to base their claims for pass­
ports, and I shaH deny their applications until such time as the Depart­
ment may properly consider them, and each of them, with reference to 
the law and the facts. As will be seen (inclosures 6 and 7), I have 
issued a passport to Philip H. Powers, including his minor son, Basil. 
This might appear inconsistent with the reasons for refusing his inde­
pendent application, yet it has appeared to me that the reasons oper­
ating against him in the first instance might be properly construed as 
operating in his favor in the second instance. 

While the passports answer for the samepurpm;e,practically, they are 
granted upon different grounds. The refusing of one and the grant­
ing of the other recognizes his dependence and his right only .by reason 
thereof and is for the purpose of preserving that right during his minor­
ity. When he comes of age, within fifteen months, or within a reason­
able time thereafter, the proper officer, at such time, must hold his 
rights to cease thereunder and he will be called upon to 'elect between 
the United States and Russia. 

There appears to me a difference between recognizing him as a cit­
izen of the United States for all purposes and all time in Russia and 
recognizing his right to become such upon obtaining majority and pro­
tecting him until then. It may be that I have made a distinction 
where a difference does not exist, but, in view of all · the facts, it ap­
peared to me proper. 

All of the questions contained herein I have the honor to submit to 
you for instructions. 

I have, etc., 
FRANK L. COOMBS. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 98.] 

M1·, Smithers to Mr. Coombs. 

CONSULATF. OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Osaka and Hiogo, Mcwch 8, 1893. 

SIR: I have the honor to inclose herewith the applications of Alexander and Basil 
Powers for passports. These young men are sons of Philip H. PowerR, a citizen of 
the United States, who holds a citizen's passport granted to him by the legation on 
May 20, 1892. Mr. Powers has resided for the most part in Russia for thirty years 
past, where he acted as the agent of Messrs. 'Valsh, Hall & Co., of this pott. His 
two sons, who now apply for passports, were born in Russia and have never been in 
the United States. I have made their applications conform to the above facts. I 
suggested to the father that he should apply himself for a passport to include his 



398 l!'OREIGN RELATIONS. 

minor son, bnt he staten that the youth is going to Vladivostock to resid~, while his 
resi11euce will be at another place, and it is necessary for him to have a passport to 
obtain license to remain in the country. 

l!~ees inclosed. 
I have, etc., 

E. J. ~1\UTIIERS, Consul. 

[Incloflnre 2 in No. 98.] 

NATIVE. 

I, Alexander Powers, a native and legal citizen of the United States, hereby apply 
to the legation of the United States at Tokio for a passport for myself. 

I solemnly swear that I was born at Sigil, Kamtchatka, in the EmpirtJ of Russia, 
on or about the 4th day of August, 1871; that my father is a native citizen of the 
United States; that my permanent residence in the United States is at ·waterford, 
Conn.; that I follow the occupation of clerk, aud am now sojourning at Kobe, Japan; 
that I intend to make my residence in the United States at some future day, with the 
purpose of residing and performing the duties of citizenship therein, and that I 
desire the passport for the puq1ose of business. 

ALEXANDER POWERS. 

Oath of allegiance. 

Further, I do solemnly swear that I will support and defend the Constitution of 
the United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true 
faith and allegiance to the same, and that I take this obligation fi:eely, without any 
mental reservation or purpose of evasion. So help me God. 

Consulate of the United States at Hiogo, Japan. 

Sworn to before me this 7th day of March, 1893. 

ALEXANDER POWERS. 

E. J. SMITHERS, Consul. 

Desm·iption of applicant.-Age, 21 years; stature, 5 feet, llt inches, English; fore­
head, high; eyes, dark gray; no::;e, medium; mouth, rather small; chin, small; hair, 
dark brown; complexion, florid; face, long. 

I dent{fication. 

KOBE, Mm·ch 7, 1893, 
I hereby certify that I know the above-named Alexander Powers personally, and 

know him to ue a native-born citizen of the United States, and t.hat the facts stated 
in his affidavit are true to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

C. P. HALL, Kobe. 

[Inclosure 3 in No. 98.] · 

NATIVE. 

I, Basil Powers, a native and legal citizen of the United States, hereby apply to 
the legation of the United States at Tokio for a passport for myself. 

I solemnly swear that I was born at Sigil, Kamtchatka, in the Empire of Russia, 
on or about the 3d day of May, 1873; that my father is a native citizen of the 
United States; that my permanent residence in the United States is at Waterford~ 
Conn.; that I follow the occupation of clerk, and am now temporarily sojourning at 
Kobe, Japan; that I intend to makemy residence in the United States at some future 
day, with the purpose of residing and performing the duties of citizenship therein, 
3:Ud ~b.wt I d~l)iJ'~ tlle pass,vort tor tlle purpose of busi.ue~s. 

B4SlL POWKRS, 
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Oath of allegiance. 

Further, I do solemnly swear that I will support and defend the Constitution or 
tho United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true 
faith and allegiance to the same, and til at I take this obligation freely, without any 
mental reservation or purpose of evasion. So help me God. 

Consulate of the United States at Hiogo, Japan. 

Sworn to before me this 7th day of March, 1893. 

BASIL POWERS. 

E. J. SMITHERS, Consul. 

Description of applicant.-Age, 19 years; stature, 5 feet 9t inches; forehead, rather 
high; ey~s, dark; nose, medinm; mouth, small; chin, oval; hair, dark brown; 
complexion, florid; face, medium. 

Identification. 
KonE, March 7, 1893. 

I hereby certify that I know tho above-named Basil Powers personally, and know 
him to be a na.tive-born citizen of the United States, and that the facts stated in 
his affidavit are tme to the best ofrny knowledge and belief. · 

C. P. HALL, Kobe. 

[Inclosure 4 inN o. 98.] 

M1·. Powers to M1·. Coombs. 

KonE, March 15, 1893. 
DEAR SIR: By advice of Mr. Smithers, U. S. consul at this port, I write you these 

few lines explaining who I am and my present condition. 
I am a native American, born at Waterford, Conn., and still have a mother and 

brother living there and intend to return there with my children as soon as con­
venient to do so. I am at present in the employ of Messrs. Walsh, Hall & Co., and 
have served them since my first arrival in Japan. My children were born in Rus­
sian SiueTia where I, at that time, resided as agent for Messrs. 'Valsh, Hall & Co. 
At present, business obliges me and my eldest son to .t~avel a great deal and to do 
so, we are obliged to have a passport, or some recogmtwn of who and what we are. 
My youngest son is, at present, clerk at Vladivostock and also requires some docu­
ment to certify who be is. 

I could have become a Russian subject, which would have been a great advantage 
to me in my business, but I have alwa~· s felt a love for native conn try and always 
looked forward to the time when bp.siness circumstances would allow me to go 
horne again. 
lt was the intention to send my youngest son, Basil, away on the 20th, but with­

out any passport he can not possibly go. That would be a serious detention and 
probable loss to us in the future. 

Hoping that you will kindly consider the matter and grant our request, 
I l'ernain, etc., 

PHILIP H. POWERS. 

[Inclosure 5 in No. 98.] 

Mr. PowerB to M1·. John G. Walsh. 

KOBE, Mm·ch 15, 1893. 
DEAR SIR: I wish to ask your kind assistance, if convenient for you to assist me. 

J applied through the American consul for a passport for my two boys, or for some 
document to allow them to travel in foreign countries, but the minister refused my 
application and wrote a letter to the consul and, in this letter, mentioned that I 
myself held a doubtful position. 

I holcl an American passport and also a certificate from the town clerk of my place 
of birth ancl the consul requests me to write to the minister at Tokyo explaining to 
him who ancl what J ~m a.nd al&o asked me to write to you and ask your assistance 
in recognizin~ 1!-10~ 
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If you can do anything to help the matter along you will greatly oblige me, for 
the young son must have something to show who he is on arrival at Vladivostock 
and without which he may lose his positiou. 

Hoping that you will excuse me for so much trouble, 
I remain, etc., 

PIIILIP H. POWERS. 

[Inclosure 6 in No. 98.] 

Mr. Smithers to Mr. Coombs. 

CONSULATE OF TilE UNITED STA'fES, 
Hiogo, March 18, 1893. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your telegram of yesterday's 
date, as follows: "Impossible to grant passport to Alexander Powers; can grant 
new passport to Philip Powers including minor sou Basil, upon new application." 

In obedience to your decision I have to request a passport be issued to Philip H. 
Powers and his three minor children, the application for which is herewith inclosed 
in duplicate. 

The passport referred to in the application issuefl to Mr. Powers in May, 1892, is 
also inclosed. 

I have, etc. 
E. J. Sl\IITHERS. 

[Inclosure 7 in No. 98.] 

Mt·. Coombs to M1·. Smithers. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Tokyo, March 2,-g, 1893. 

SIR: The applications of Alcx:mdcr Powers and Basil Powers for citizens' passports 
were received, and, as you have been informed by telegraph, 'I'Vere denied. The 
application of Philip Powers to include Basil Powers and other minor children was 
granted and forwarded to you. 

I understand the following to he the facts: 
Alexander and Basil Po1-vers were both born in the Empire of Russia, the former 

on the 4th day of August, 1871, and the latter on the 3d day of May, 1873. Alexan­
iler Powers is now of age; Basil Powers will be of age in May, 1894. They have 
both lived all their lives in Russia, and now propose to go to Russian territory fo-r 
the purpose of business. The father was a native citizen of the United States allll 
their mother was a Russian lady. They have never been in the United States. The 
older speaks the Russian language well and does not speak English. The younger 
speaks H,nssian well and English imperfectly. The elder is eng·aged in lmsiness 
with his father in Russian territory. The younger is to engage with a Russian il.rm 
as clerk at another place in Russia. 

The elder son has arrived a.t the age when under the law be is compelled to elect 
between Russia and the United States, and an election in favor of the United States, 
under the circumstances of his birth, education, and life, must be evidenced by 
going to the United States and assuming the olJligationR of citizenship within the 
near future. His present plans are inconsistent. with that idea. 

The younger son, by his separate application, places himself much upon the same 
footing. I think he should be required to avail himself of his privilege through 
his father, and have, therefore, included him in a passport, as a minor, with his 
father. It must be observed that this is to preserve his right of electing, when he 
arrives at age, aml upon the happening of that event he will be called upon, as his 
brother now is, to elect the United States by going there to assume the obligations 
of citizenship or to lose his rights under and by virtue of such passport. 

I am, sir, etc., 
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lJlt'. Adee to JJ[r. Coombs. 

No. 84.) DEPARTMENT OF' STATE, 
TVashington, April 28, 1893. 

SIR: Your No. 98 of March 21st last, in regard to the applications 
for passports made iu behalf of Alex. Powers, aged 21, and Basil 
Powers, a minor, has been considered. 

The two applicants were born in Kamchatka, a Russian possession, 
theh father, Philip H. Powers, being a native dtizen of the United 
States. 'J1he boys appear never to have been in the United States, and 
to have passed much of their youth in Russia. Their native language 
would seem to be Russian, the elder speaking no English and the 
younger but imperfectly. At present, sojourning in Japan, it is their 
intention to reside iu Russia jor purposes of business and education. 
It is believed that you eorrectly give the Russian law of citizenship 
applieable to these two young men, as follows: 

Children born of foreigners, not Russian subjects, born and educated in Russia, 
yet who have completed their education in a Hnssian upper or middle school, will 
be admitted to Russian allegiance, shonld they desire to do so, within the succeed­
ing year, after they shall have obtained (attairted) their majority. 

This provision appears to be permissive, not compulsory, and to con­
template that persons born in l{nssia of alien parents, may, under cer­
tain specified circumstances, make election of Russian citizenship, and 
thereupon be admitted to such citizenship by some formal act of nat­
uralization. 

The precedents you have examined would seem to have led you into 
the misapprehension that the theory of dual allegiance during minority 
is involved, requiring formal option between two conflir j,ing- claims. 
This is, indeed, the case according to the municipal law of certain 
countries. 

The Freneh rule is typical, and under it "a person born in France of 
alien parents and domiciled in Franee at the time of reaching majority, 
is allowed one year after attaining majority to elect to retain the citi­
zenship of his parents. In default of so doing at the expiration of that 
period, and if retaining French domicile, he is to be deemed a citizen of 
France." (Foreign Relations, 1891, pp. 493, 494.) 

The contrast between the two rules is clear. In France, upon the 
expiration of the probationary year- following majority, the domiciled 
alien loses his right to elect the status of his parents. In Russia, as 
explained to you by the Russian minister, if the election of Russian 
citizenship be not availed of within the prescribed year, the person 
loses his right to beeorne a Hnssian subject. 

Tlw law of the United States does not, as you seem to suppose, pro­
vide for option of American citizenship by persons situated as you 
represent the Powers brothers to be circumstanced. By section 1993 
of the Hevised Statutes the children born abroad to citizens of the 
United States "are declared to be citizens," with the sole exception 
that such citizenship shall not descend to children whose fathers never 
resided in the United States. The precedents you quote contemplate 
recognition of a formal option, only in the cases where a conflict of 
laws arises under the legislation of U1e foreign country of birth and 
sojourn. In Russia, however, it appears that such conflict does not 
arise, and that in the event of not acquiring Russian status in t.he per­
mitted way, the persons in question will be regarded after attaining 
majority as lawful citizens of the United State~, ·· 

~R--~~ 



402 FOREIGN RELA'l'IONS. 

Between the legal status of citizenship and the right to continued 
protection during indefinitely prolonged sojourn abroad, the executive 
authority of the United States draws a clear distinction in exercising 
its statutory discretion to issue passports as evidence of the right to 
protection. The relation of the citizen to the state being reciprocal, 
em bracing the duties of the individual, no less than his rights, the 
essential thing to be determined is the good faith wHh which the obli­
gations of citizenship are fulfilled. 

The best evidence of the intention of the party to discharge the 
duties of a good citizen is to make the United States his home; the 
next best is to shape his plans as to· indicate a tolerable certainty of 
his returning to the United States within a reasonable time. If the 
declared intent to return be conspicuously negatived by the circum­
stances of sojourn abroad a passport may be withheld . 

.Alexander Powers being now sui juris, his case is to be treated pre­
cisely as any other where the conduct of the applicant suggests a vol­
untary evasion of the obligations of .American citizenship and abandon­
ment of the conditions under which protection is properly to be granted. 

Basil Powers, the younger brother, is now 19 years of age, and there­
fore under parental control. It appears that it is his father's purpose 
to send ltim to Vladivostock tor business purposes, thus involving his 
separate residence in Russia. If the facts in your know ledge indicate 
rea son able bona fides, there· is no objection to your granting a passport 
to Basil during minority. On his attaining his ma;iority his case will 
fall in the same category as that of his brother Alexander. 

The status of the father, Philip H. Powers, is questionable as to the 
continuance of a bona fide claim to protection as a native-born citizen. 
He appears to have resided constantly in foreign parts for at least 
twenty-one years; how much longer is not stated. He merely alleges 
a vague purpose to return to the United States with his children "as 
soon as convenient to do so," or "when business circumstances would 
allow." More positive evidence of intention to return is certainly 
requisite; but the facts of his business employment abroad may impor­
tantly modify this aspect of his case if the firm he serves, Walsh, Hall & 
Co., of Osaka and Iliogo, be the foreign branch of a business conceru 
having its headquarters in the United States. 

I am, etc., 
ALVEY A. ADEE, 

.Acting Secretary. 

liir. Coombs to llfr. Gresham. 

No. 181.] LEG..A.'l 'ION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Tokyo, Japan, June 26, 1893. (Received July 21.) 

SIR: I have the honor to submit to you the following facts relative 
to the application of l\irs. Emily Jane Smith for a citizen's passport, 
which is herewith inclosed, together with a memoranda of passports 
issued to her father and husband, and marriage certificate possessed by 
her. ~ 

Mrs. Smith was born in Vladivostock, her father being an Ameri­
can citizen. She. is 28 :years of age. Her parents are dead. She mar­
ried in 1885 an American citizen. Her husband died in1889. She bas 
resided in Vladivostock and Japan all her life, never having been in 

. the United States. She starts on the 3d proximo for :Marseilles, in 
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France, for the purpose of there marrying a Russian. She has now a 
passport issued by the governor of Vladivostock describing her as an 
American citizen. In her application she is unable to state that she 
will ever go to the United States to reside. On the contrary, she intends 
not to go there. I have denied lwr application. Mrs. Smith's great 
anxiety for a passport leads me to send her affidavit to you with the 
request that if she is entitled to a passport one be issued by the 
Department and forwarded to her in care of the United States consul 
at M.arseilles. She will arrive there about the 26th of August next. 
Mrs. Smith has fears that in case her plans through any mischance 
should fail she might be without protection. The proof of her citi­
zenship appears to be conclusive, but it seems that she falls within the 
rule of those cases which would not leave me any discretion in grant­
ing her a passport. 

I have, etc., 
FRANK L. COOMBS. 

[Inclosure 1 in No.l30,] 

I, Emily Jane Smith, a loyal citizen of the United States, do hereby apply to the 
legation of the United States at Tokyo, Japa,n, for a passport for myself. 

In support of the above application I do solemnly swear that I was born at Vl::tdi­
vostock, in Russia, on or about the 25th day of November, 1864, and that my father, 
Charles Henry Cooper, was a citizen of the United States, born in Sullivan County, 
N.Y., United States of America, about the year 1835, and that I am the widow of 
Oscar Fitza1len Smith, a citizen of the United States, born at Great Fans, N. H., 
United States of America, about the year 1839, and died at Vlarlivostock in 1889, and 
that I was married at Nagasaki, Japan, before the United States consul, Alexander 
C. Jones, on the 22d of November, 1884, accorcHng to the laws of the United States; 
that I since resiped at Vladlvostock and at Yokohama, Japan, aml am now about to 
travel in Europe. 

I desire the passport for the purpose of travel. 

Oath of allegiance. 

Further, I do solemnly swear that I will support and defend the Constitution of 
the United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true 
faith and allegiance to the same; and that I take this obligation freely, without any 
mental reservation or purpose of evasion. So help me God. 

EMILy JANE SMITH. 
Consulate-general of the United States at Kanagawa, Japan. 

Sworn to before me this 26th day of June, 1893.-
JOHN McLEAN, 

U. S. Deputy Consul-General. 

Desm·iption of applicant.-Age, 28 years; stature, 5 feet 2 inches English; fore­
head, medium; eyes, brown; nose, medium; mouth) small; chin, medium; hair, dark 
brown; complexion, fair; face, oval. 

Identificat-ion. 
JUNI<~ 26, 1893. 

I hereby certify that I know the above-named Emily Jane Smith personally, and 
know her to he the identical person referred to in the within-described certificate of 
naturali?;ation, and that the facts stated in her affidavit are true to the best of my 
knowledge and belief. 

I. N. CROSBY, 
212 Bluff, Yokohama, Japan. 
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[Inelosure 2 in No. 130.] 

Memoranda of passports, etc., posse8sed by Mrs. Emily Jane Smith. 

Passport issued to her father, Charles Henry Cooper, No.4, September 12, 1885) by· 
the u: S. legation at Seoul, Korea. 

Passport issued to Oscar Fitzallen Smith, her husband, by Vice Consul-General 
'Willie P. Mangum, at Shang-hai, FcLruary 25, 1868. 

Certiticate of marriage issued by U.S. Consul Alex. C. Jones, at Nagasaki, Novem­
ber 22, 1884. 

No.145.] 

Mr. Coombs to ]lr. Greslutm. 

LEGA'L'ION OF THE UNITED STA'L'ES, 
Tokio, Jctpa-n, JuJy 14, 1893. [Received August 21.] 

SIR: In referring to your No. 84 of the 28th of' April, I have the 
honor to say that I undertstand from your instruction that my action is 
approved of so far as refusing a passport to Alexander Powers and in 
giving a passport to Basil Powers during his minority; that my con­
clusions relative to the status of the Powers brothers are not approved 
in that you draw such a distinction as to hold that while a person may 
preserve his citizenship, yet he may place himself in such a position as 
to forfeit his rights and privileges as such. In other words they are 
helrl in abeyance during his absence from home. 
· That the case of Powers brothers, as you say, is to be viewed in the 

same light as any other persons, and as if they were born in the United 
States and had not the right of electing Russia as their country. 

Tllat Philip Powers, by reason of the fact that he has for many years 
been away from America without being connected with any concern 
having its place of' business in the United States, loses his rights as a 
citizen. 

I hope I may be able to call your attention to the practical operation 
of this rule in the East without seeming to question its correctness. 
There are many Americans in Japan engaged in a variety of occupa­
tions wl10 must fall under the ban of this law; some employed by the 
J apauese Government, some in mercantile pursuits, some in the pro­
fessions, and all in their different places exercising an intluence on 
civilization and giving strength to tile position of our country. 

Our institutions are upheld, our flag honored, and the national char­
acter exalted. If they are not affordrd the ordinary protection of their 
country thP-ir intlneuce would be destroyed and, I imagine, their places 
would be filled by other nationals. These men exert as mucll good for 
their country as they could if they were within its territory. 

They, nevertheless, are called upon to perform jury duties in consu­
lar courts and are otherwise amenable to the processes thereof. To 
suspend their rights means to destroy one of the great national influ­
ences of our people in the East. 

I hope what I have sai<l can in no wise be construed into a criticism 
of the existing law, bnt simply as au observation of its practical work­
ing iu au oriental country. 

I have, etc., 
FRANK L. COOl\fBS. 
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Mr. Adee to Mr. Dun. 

DEPA.R'l'MENT OF STATE, 
·washington} July 26, 1893. 

SIR: I have to acknowledge receipt of Mr. Combs's No. 131, of the 
26th ultimo, in relation to the application of Mrs. Emily Jane Smith for 
a passport. Mrs. Smith was born at Vladiyostok, Russia, in Novem­
ber, 1864, and was married in 1884, before th!e U.S. consul at Nagasaki, 
Japan, to Mr. Oscar FitzaJlen Smith, a citizen of the United. States, 
wbo died at Vladivostok in 1889. Her father, born in New York in 
1835, is now dead, as is also her mother. Mrs. Smith states that since 
her marriage in 1884 she has resided at Vladivostok and at Yokohama, 
Japan, and that she desires a passport for use in traveling in Europe. 
She is about to marry a R_ussian, at :Marseilles. 

It thus appears that this lady, born abroa.cl of a native American 
father, who appears to have permanently abandoned the United States, 
and married to another native citizen who seems likewise to have relin­
quished his original domicile, and who bas herself never been in the 
country of which she claims protection as a citizen, has no intention of 
ever coming to the United States, and her object in asking the pass­
port is to enable her to go to France, there to marry a Hnssian subject. 

Under these circumstances Mrs. Smith's claim to protection as one 
who bona fide conserves .A.merican citizenship is too intangible to war­
rant tl1e issuance of a passport. 

Under any circumstances this Department could not issue a passport 
to a person residing abroad. It would have to issue from the nearest 
legation. 

Copy of Mr. Coombs's dispatch and this instruction will be sent to the 
U. S. consul at Marseilles for Mrs. Smith's information. 

I am, etc., 

No. 17.] 

ALVEY A. ADEE, 
Acting Secretary. 

M1·. Gresham to Mr. Dtttn. 

DEPARTMENT OF S'l'ATE, 
vYasltington, August 22, 1893. 

SIR: I have received Mr. Coombs's No. 145 of the 14th ultimo, on the 
issue of passports to Americans in the ~ast. 

In those oriental countries where the rule of extraterritoriality 
prevails, the test of citizenship found in a continued connection with 
business interests having their root in the United States may have its 
weight, but there are other tests, as Mr. Coombs suggests ~ having 
equal or perhaps greater value in showing a bona fide conservation of 
the American character and an effort to uphold the good repute of our 
country abroad. It slwuld not be difficult in the light of common 
sense to distinguish between merely selfish residence abroad, under 
circumstances which involve a practical renunciation of all home ties 
and the adoption of a course which essentially requires the individual's 
nationality to be asserted. Men who, as Mr. Coombs says, are by their 
employment and conduct " exercising an influence on civilization and 
giving strength to the position of our country" in Japan, need not fear 
inquiry into the good faith wherewith they retain a distinctive Ameri­
can nationality. 

I am, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 
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JJfr. Dun to Mr. Gresham. 

No. 181 LEGATION OF THE UNITED STA'l'ES, 
Tokyo, Japan, Septe·mber 4, 1893. (Received September 25.) 

SIR: Referring to 1\'Ir. Coombs's dispatch No. 70, of date December 27, 
1892, relative to the gift of $350 in recognition of the praiseworthy 
services of certain villagers of the prefecture of Tokushima, Japan, in 
rescuing the crew of the ~merican vessel North American wrecked off 
the coast of Japan, July 23, 1892, and inclosing a list of the names of 
the villagers most conspicuous for their services in the rescue, to the end 
that au engraved silver medal might be presented to each, I have tile 
honor to inform you that owing to a natural delicacy on the part of the 
Japanese Government in commending one of their own officials and to 
a lack of information which has but recently come unofficially to my 
knowledge, the legation was unaware that the attentions and kindness 
extended to the crew of the North A me'i'ican after their rescue were 
largely due to the personal efforts of Mr. Yosbiomi Seki who was, at 
the time of the rescue, governor of Tokushima prefecture, and to whose 
humane services I now have the honor to call your attention. 

Governor Seki made a journey of 30 miles on horseback over a rough 
mountain road to the scene of the wreck to see that the wants of the 
distressed men were supplied. 

He sent them medical assistance, saw that they were housed, fed, 
and clothed, and finally arranged for their conveyance to Kobe where 
they were safely handed over to the care of the U. S. consul. Gov­
ernor Seki was formerly an officer in the Japanese navy, and his knowl­
edge there gained of the requirements in suoh emergencies enabled 
him to act promptly and intelligently in giving relief to the distress~d 
crew of the ill-fated North America.n. 

In this connection I have the honor to suggest . that in addition to 
the silver medals to be given to the villagers in recognition of their 
noble services by the Government of the United States, it would be a 
graceful act to present to Governor Seki some token in testimo11y of 
the appreciation of the Government and people of the United States 
for his humanity and sympathy shown to our countrymen in distres:-4. 
Should you approve of what I have herein suggested, I have the honor 
to make the further suggestion that any small piece of silver or other 
object either for ornament or use, with a suitable inscription engraved 
upon it, would be appropriate, and would, I feel confident, be highly 
prized and appreciated by Governor Seki. 

I have, etc., 

No. 2.4.] 

EDWIN DUN. 

M1·. A dee to ]Jf r. D~tn. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
lVashington, September 26, 1893. 

SIR: I have received your No. 18 of the 4th instant, presenting the 
very generous and humane services rend~red by Mr. Y oshiomi Seki, 
governor of the prefecture of Tokushima, to the crew of the American 
vessel North American, wrecked off the coast of Japan, July 23, 1892. 

The Department has been glad to obtain so fnll an account of the 
humane conduct of Governor Seki, and it has afforded the President 
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pleasure to supplement llis other testimonials to the Japanese subjects 
for their services on that occasion, by ordering that a gold watch and 
chain, the former to be suitably engraved, shall be presented to Gov­
ernor Seki in recognition of his humane and generous efforts. 

The testimonial will be forwarded to you for presentation through 
the foreign office at an early date. 

I am, etc. 
ALVEY A. ADEE. 

Acting Secretary. 

]Jfr. Adec to JJ[r. D~tn. 

No. 26.] DEPARTMEN'r OF STATE, . 
TVashington, October .17, 1893. 

SrR: In view of representations made in Mr. Coombs's No. 70, of Decem­
ber 27, 1892, the President has awarded to the persons named herein 
the testimonials set opposite their respective names, in recognition ot 
their services to the crew of the American ship North American, wrecked 
off the coast of Japan on July 23, 1892. 

To Yoshiomi Seki, governor of Tokushima Ken, a gold watch and 
chain; to Miyawaki Toyotaro, of Shiwakiura, a silver life-saving medal; 
to Murakami Shimpei, of Shiwakiura, a silver life-saving medal; to 
Matsumoto Zenzaburo, of Shiwakiura, a silver life-saving medal; to 
Yoshida Sbimajiro, of Shiwakiura, a silver life-saving medal; to Oshi­
kami Matsuzo, of Shiwakiura, a silver life-saving medal; to Matsuda 
Masutaro, of Shiwakiura, a silver life-saving medal; to .iVIatsuda Kan­
kichi, of Shiwakinra, a silver life-saving medal; to Hamanoto Kane­
taro, of Shiwakiura, a silver life-saving medal; and to Taniwaki Iso­
kichi, of Shiwakiura, a silver life-saving medal. 

I inclose herewith the testimonials mentioned, suitably inscribed, 
together with blank receipts which you will forward with the testimo­
nials, and return to the Department duly executed. 

I am, etc., 
ALVEY A. ADEE, 

Acting Sem·etary. 
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No. 908.] 

MEXICO. 

]fr. Gresham to JJ[r. Ryan. 

DEP ARTlVIENT OF S'l'ATE, 
Washington, ]}farch 10, 18.93. 

SIR: I transmit a copy of dispatches, from our consul-general at 
Nuevo Laredo and our consul at Guaymas, relative to the unwarranted 
arrest an<~ imprisonment of Mr. Edward Lycan,. an American citizen, 
at that place in December last. 

You will present this case to the notice of Mr. Mariscal, and will 
express the assurance of the Government of the United States that, in 
view of the facts, the necessary steps will be taken to correct any wrong 
that may have been perpetrated against Mr. Lycan, and to punish any 
person who may be found guilty of any abuse of legal process. 

I am, etc., 

No. 484.] 

W. Q. GRESHAM. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 908.] 

Mr. Sutton to Mr. Wharton. 

CoNSULATE-GENERAL oF THE UNITRD STATES, 
Nuevo Lm·eclo, .Decmnbm· 27, 1892. 

SIR: I inclose herewith copy of a letter from our consul at Guaymas, dated the 
16th instant, and also of a letter from Mr. Lycan, dated the lOth instant, ad<.lresse<l 
to Consul Forbes, regarding the detention of the latter at Guaymas Q.ecanse of his 
alleged connection with the American schooner Dora Bluhm, recently wrecked near 
Topolobampo. I also inclose you herewith copy of my letter to Consul Forbes, of 
this date. 

By his letter it would seem that the director of the Topolobampo colony was 
interested with Mr. Lycan in the purchase of the vessel. Consul Forbes alHl Mr. 
Lycan seem to think that the latter has been very unjustly treated. Not having 
learned what charges have been made a-gainst him it is impossible to state whether 
or not there was sufficient cause to order his detention. It is possible that he has 
been treated with undue severity, or even arrested when there was no good canse. 

In this connection I beg to suggest that onr minister be instructed to call the case 
to the attention of the Mexican Government to the end that it order an investiga­
tion. If this be done I am confident that any improper action on the part of any 
Mexican subordinate official will be promptly corrected. 

I am, etc., 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 484.] 

Mr. Forbes to M1·. Sutton. 

WARNER P. SUTTON, 
Consul- General. 

CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 
G~tayuws, December 1G, 1892. 

SIR: I am in receipt of yonr communication, and I am thankful to you foT the 
information. 

At pTesent I think I shall have to deal with a very intricate question, which may 
become international. The facts are the following: An American schooner, Dora 
Bluhm,, was wrecked off the coast of Sinaloa; and after the vessel got aground, ovm 

408 
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5 miles from the port of Topoloba.mpo, the captain went on shore :1nd sold the vessel 
at private sale to one Dr. B. Lycap, who hired men and went out to save the vessel 
and cargo, having previously entered into an agreement with said . consignee, in 
writing, to receive a, ceTtain amount for saving his cargo. After he had succeeded 
in getting the ship afloat, the custom-house officers from Topolobampo went on 
board as an armed force and orderecl Lycan and party ashore, took them in a boat 
and landed them on a desolate island 5 miles from the nearest settlement. 

The director of the colony, interested with Lycan in the purchase of the vessel, 
entered a solemn protest against the arbitrary p1·oceedings of the custom-house offi­
cials. Lycan went to the chief custom-house officer and asked him if he had any­
thing against him. and the answer was in the negative. The steamer Romero Rubio 
being in port, and as Lycan's wife was seriously ill, he concluded to take her to 
California; and was permitted so to leave the place with the assurance that rumors 
of his intended anest were not true; but, upon arriving here, the captain of the port 
had a telegram for his apprehm1sion, and he was marched off to jail without cere­
mony. The guard having orders not to let him communicate with me as American 
consul, I, nevertheless, did go, and had an interview with him, and he is, or claims 
to be, an American citizen. I inclose you herewith his application to me, and do 
not know what to do so as not to compromise the Government; but I can as~ure you 
that the~e authorities have been acting in a high-banded manner. 

Also. as the result of the purchase of the vessel from the captain, it seems that 
tlie underwriters and owners, who were not insured, gave powel· of attorney to a 
persou who came to the scene -of the wreck and after the vessel was saved and cargo 
delivered to the consignee, they pretend to annul the sale and will bring the vessel 
to this harbor, where the purcl1aser, Lycan, is detained in jail. 

Now I would ask you what are my duties in the premises if a question is moved 
before me here concernh1g the legal ownership of the sa,id vessel. 

Mr. Sutton, being a novice in this class of business, I do not wish to give a single 
step that would not be in conformity with the provisions of our regulations, and 
hence my reasons for molesting you. Hoping to receive an answer u.t your earliest 
convenience and the return of Lycan's petition to me, 

I am, etc., 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 484.] 

Mr. Lycan to M1·. Fo1·bes. 

J, ALEXANDER FORBES. 

GuA YM:AS, MRXICO, December 10, 1892. 
DEAR Sm: I am a, citizen of the United States of America, born August 25, 1847, 

at Paris, Elgin County, Ill., of American parentage. During the two years last past 
I have been engaged in interesting capital for Mexican investments and during that 
time have succeeded in causing the erection of a $250,000 sugar refinery and in 
inducing Americans to invest $30,000 in agricultural and fruiir-1auds, and am just in 
receipt of a telegram stating that concessions or contracts for colonization of these 
and other lands have been granted. 

I was on my way to the United States in the interest of these Mexican enterprises, 
and on arrival here, December 1, I was arrested by the captain of the port, who 
simply said he had received a telegram from Abonie Fuerte, Sinaloa, to detain me. 
It was only through the interference of friends that I was enabled to communicate 
with you, and, notwithstanding your earnest protest, I was taken to- and put ln a 
very filthy jail, where I remained several hours before I was released through your 
and Judge Robinson's intercessions. Again on the 3d I was arrested and confined 
several hours, and again on the lOth I was arrested and confined in jail half a day, 
and during all of this time no charges have been preferred against me. I have been 
almost constantly annoyed by the surveillance of guards or policemen watching me 
and calling at my rooms where my wife has been and is now dangerously ill with 
typhoid malarial fever. 

These frequent arrests have caused her mnch suffering and annoyance, that is 
entirely uncalled for, as I have repeatedly offered bonds or security for my appear­
ance whenever charges might be bTought against me. 

In view of what has been set forth above and in view of the fact that the prefect, 
the captain of the port, the district judge, and all their subordinate officers have 
been carrying things with a high hand, ignoring all constitutional rights and privi­
leges assured to all persons regardless of their nationality, and aR I am powerless, 
while I feel that great injustice is being clone to me, I now appeal to you for protec­
tion as a citizen of the United States of America, requesting that you may take 
whatever steps you may deem advisable to the end of securing to me and my person 
all the security to which an American citizen is entitled. 

Believe me, etc., 
EDWARD LYCAN, 
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[Inclosure 3 to No. 484.] 

M1·. Sutton to M1·. Forbes. 

CONSULATE-GENERAL OF TilE UNITED STATES, 
Nuevo Lw·edo, Decembe1' 27, 1892. 

DEAR Sm: Your favor of the 16th instant, as to the American Schooner Dora Bluhm, 
is to hand. The customs laws of Mexico, "ordenanza general," have ample provi­
sions for vessels wrecked along the coast. In the case of an American vessel- not 
destined to any Mexican port, yon would be entitled to intervene with the collector. 
But in this case, where, as I presume, she was destineu for a Mexican port, the case 
wouJd come entirely under the customs regulations for admiuistration by the col­
lector at the nearest port. If the captain or Mr. Lycan has not violated any' 
provisions of the law, I cannot understand why the latter should have been arrested. 
He says no charge has been made against him. There must have been some person 
who thought he had violated the provisions of the ordenanza general. Try to find 
out who that person was, whether the collector of customs, jefe politico, or judge, 
and also the charge which has been made against him. 

1'he Federal Government of Mexico has pretty severe laws against attempts at 
smuggling, but it will not tolerate any abuse by their own officers of the adminis­
tration of these laws. If there has been any such, it will be brought out in the 
investigation. So soon as yon can find out the nature of the charge, please report 
it to me. Also advise Mr. Lycan at once to secure a good attorney and have all his 
rights nuder Mexican law promptly invoked . . Only after all the legal remedies have 
been exhausted and his rights refused can we properly ask the interv<'ntion of our 
Government. · 

In the meantime, I will be obliged to you if you will obtain all the information 
possible reganling the case and reJ10rt it to me at once. At the same time advise 
Mr. Lycan that his immediate duty is to appeal to the Mexican courts and have his 
rights established by them. If it should prove that he has been wronged by the sub­
ordinate officials I am confident that this will be correctecl on appeal. Bnt he himself 
must make these appeals, and that in due time, so that it cannot be alleged of him 
that he did not avail himself of all the provisions of the law. 

Very truly yours, · 

No. 490.] 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 908.] 

Mr. Slttton to Mr Wharton. 

WARNER P. Su•rTON, 
Consul-General. 

CONSULA.TE-Gl!:NERAL OF THE UNIT1W STATES, 
Nuevo Lm·edo, January 13, 1893. (Received January 18.) 

Sm: Referrin~ to the case of the schooner Dom Bl1thnt and Mr. Lycan, at Guaymas, 
reported in my No. 484, of December 27last, and as to which I was instructed by 
Instruction No. 222, of the 5th instant, I beg to inclose herewith copy of an extract 
from a letter I have received from Consul Forbes, showing that Mr. Lycan's case is 
properly before the court. They still insist that there is no charge against Mr. Lycan, 
a.nd that the ampm·o asked by him has been decided in his favor by the district court 
and forwarded to tho city of Mexico for the action of the supreme court. 

Under the circumstances I see nothing necessary to be done in this case at present. 
I am, etc., 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 4!JO.) 

Mr. F01·b6s to M1·. Sutton. 

WARNER P. SUTTON, 
Consul General. 

CONSUI,A'I'F. Ol!' THE UNITED RTATES,. 
Guaymas, Mexico, Janum·y 3, 1893. 

DEAR Sm: Yours of the 27th of last month reached me only uay before yester­
day, and in answer thereto I beg leave to inform you that all you suggest has been 
done in Mr. Lycan's case, and the a1npa1·o proceedings, as decided in his favor by 
the district court, have been forwarded to the capital to await the action of the 
supreme court thereon. No charges have been filed here against him, and he con-
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tinues out of jail bnt under constant guaru. I can give you no further information 
on the subject, except as to what Mr. Lycan intemls to do as soon as the schooner 
Dom BZnhm arrives in this harbor; that is to say, he will have his lawyer claim the 
vessel both on account of his purchase and also for salvage, to which, in any event, 
he believes he is entitled. 

Yours, etc., 
ALEXANDER .I!'ORBES. 

[Inclosure 3 in No. 908.] 

M1·. F01·bes to Mr. Whetl'ton. 

No.7.] CO:NSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Guaynws, Feb1·ua1·y 20, 1893. (Received March 2.) 

SIR: In answer to your dispatch No. 10, dated February 8, 1893, I beg leave to say 
that Mr. Edward Lycan is an American gentleman who was arrested here, as he has 
set forth, and for whom I did all in, my power; but he was most shamefully treated 
and put in prison upon several occasions without taking any heed of my opposition 
to the high-handed manner in which these petty offieials acted. His arrest is sup­
posed to have originated from a conspiracy against him by some wealthy citizens of 1 
Ahome, with whom Lycan had large business transactions, and the customH officers 
of Topolobampo and Ajiabampo. A simple telegram is the only paper upon which 
he was arrested and deprived of his liberty for nearly two montl1s, and no }Wocee4-
ings were ever had or taken against him; at least no accusatior~ was presente<l 
against him in these conrts. In order to prove conclusively that he has been wrong­
fully detained and kept uuuer arrest, I inclose herewith a translation of the decision 
of the supreme tribunal of justice of the Republic, in which the entire court con­
demns the acts of the inferior authorities who took part in Mr. Lycan's imprison­
ment. 

Tho want of re8pect for AmericanA in general in this part of Mexico, and the 
flagrant abnse of authority practiced by the majority of Mexican officials, convinces 
mo of the great necessity of having our Government make these people understand 
that the rights of American citizens, who do not transgress any Mexican law, must 
and shall be respected. I am of the decided opinion that the many attempts by 
diplomacy in settling the numberless cases of abuse and cruelty perpetrated upon 
our law-abiding citizens shonld be treated in a more exacting manner. I am fully 
convinced that our Govemment would be jnstified in making a stern and determined 
demand for reparation, when these authorities are condemnecl by their own tribu­
na1s for their flagrant violation of the Mexican constitution as against unfortunate 
American citizens who happen to fall victims either of their envy or their cowardice. 

The lamentable situation in which the greater number of our citizens are placed 
when they come into Mexico is indeed deplorable; and the insigniticaut efforts of 
American consular officers count for naught, when we take into consideration the 
fact that the great majority of such ofilcials become so identified in their business 
relations with the authorities and the country itself, that they prefer not to incur 
the displeasure of Mexicans rather than comply with their Hworu duty, wherein 
they are bound to extend the merited protection asked for by American citizens. 

The proof of the foregoing is more apparent if a careful study is made of the num­
berless cases of Mexican lawlessness and cruelty upon inoffensive Americans for many 
years past. Mr. Lycan, when first arrested, was put in jail, and the captain of tl1e 
port gave orders that he should not be allowed to see the American consul; but I 
was on hand and did have an interview with him, and extended to him all the aid 
in my power under the circumstances, not having as yet received my exequatur nor 
commission. I telegraphed the American minister at Mexico City, amd received two 
days after the reply that steps would be taken to have me temporarily recognized, 
which was not done. I immedLtely commenced amparo proceedings a:Q.d obtained a 
hearing, succeeded in getting Mr. Lycan out of jail, but when he was attending to 
his sick wife, who was on the point of death (as he supposed), he was abruptly carried 
away to jail again by the police and I had to hurry to his rescue, when the judge told 
me that he did not recognize me as consul. They carried on in this way for nearly 
three weeks, and when I received my commission and exequatur I presenteu myself 
with my papers and demanded his speedy 1·elease; but no one seemed to have juris­
diction to act, until finally the judge took up the case and charged Mr. Lycan $20 
for his decision, besides as mnch more for revenue stamps. This is the proceeding 
in which Mr. Lyman was able to obtain the services of a lawyer at an expense of 
$135. I was present at all times in court and acted as his interpreter, refusing to 
allow any one else to do so for him. He was asked to give bail and I advised hiw 
not to give any, but finally, by begging the court, the district attorney, and secretary1 
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be was permitted to go to his room and take care of his wife, lmt bad giJa,rcls at his 
door day and night watching him. These would follow him through the streets and 
stand at tbe door of this consulate while Mr. Lycan was with me. As soon as he sent 
his wife to California I brought him to my house, and the guards watched him day 
and night, When be w~s released be tried to get some lawyer to make his claim 
against the Government, but no one was willing to take his case because they were 
afraid. Mr. Lycan is now in California, but will have to return shortly to assert his 
right to the ownership of a schooner that was wrecked off the coast, about which I 
have already made my report to your office, as per my dispatch No. 2. The name of 
schooner is Dora Blnhtn, and as the question of ownership will have to be determined 
as between the undetwriters and the purchaser, who is Lycan, I would ask your 
honor what will be my duty in such a case, both contending parties being American 
citizens. Lycan bought the vessel, holds the papers, and paid his money, which has 
not been returned to him. 

I would therefore, in view of what has been set forth, ask your honor to give this 
matter your earnest consideration and by your great tact and wisdom secure to our 
citizens the protection that they so much desire. 

I am, etc., 
J. ALEXANDER FORBES, 

Cons ttl. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 7.-Trunslation.] 

One stamp that reads: . 
Supreme court of justice of the United States of Mexico:-Full court; Mexico, 

December 30, 1892. In view of the decision rendered through a legal adviser which 
the first substitute judge of the district comt of Sonora pronounced on the 20th day 
of the present month granting the relief asked for by the prosecuting attorney in 
favor of tbe American citizen, Edward Lycan, against the act of the capta.in of the 
port of Guaymas, who ordered him detained in the public jail of said city, in virtue 
of a telegraphic dispatch from the chief of customs section of Ajiabampo, without 
Retting forth the crime for which be was prosecuted; in which petition the complain­
ant alleges tha.t the guarantees given in article 16 of the constitution have been 
violated. 

Considering that, from the report of the executive authority, it appears that the 
telegraphic request of the chief of the custom-house of Ajiabampo to the captain of 
the port, without expression of the motive, or any foundation whatsoever, was the 
origin of the order of detention against the complainant, which did not emanate 
from any competent authority, nor from any previous order of auest, which was 
only promised, but never presented, up to the date of the decision herein revised. 

That in such proceedings and omissions is clearly shown the flagrant violation of 
the sixteenth article of the constitution. 

For these rea.sons, based upon the mentioned article 16 of the constitution of the 
Republic, and of the law of the 14th of December, 1882, the decision of the first 
substitute district judge of Sonora is hereby affirmed, and we declare that the 
justice of the Union protects and shields the said Edward Lycan against the acts 
whereof he complains. Let these proceedings be returned to the court from which 
they emanated, with copy of this decision, and let the same be recorded. Thus, by 

' a unanimous vote, the President and ministers of the supreme court of justice of 
the nation declared and signed: .T. Romero, J. M. Lozano, Francisco Vaca, Eligio 
Ancona, Prudencio Dorantes, J. Ma. de la Barrera, Edwardo J. Coova, Frederic 
Sandoval~ Antonio Falcon, Edwardo Ruiz; P. Reyes Retona, secretary. 

'rhis is a copy which I certify. 
Mexico, January 26, 1893. 

PABLO REYES RETONA, 
Chief Secretary. 

GUAYMAS, Februa1·y 21, 1893. 
I certify the preceding pages of writing, numbered 1, 2, and 3, inclusive, to be a 

true, full, and accurate translation of decision of the supreme court of Mexico in 
the Amparo proceedings instituted by Edward Lycan. 

J. ALEXANDER FORBI!.!S. 
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Mr. Ryan to llf r. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Jllcxico, J.lfarch 18, 18,93. (R~ceived March 29.) 

SIR: The correspondence herewith transmitted in copy will ad vise 
you that, in the month of December last, Mr. Edward Lycan, an Amer­
ican citizen, was arrested at Guaymas, and inlprisoned three different 
times, a few hours on each occasion, and during the intervals was 
under guard. It is stated that Lycan was apprehended in the port of 
Guaymas by the authorities of that place upon a telegram by order of 
the political director of Ahome, a small inland village in northern 
Sinaloa. 

Lycan declares that his application for amparo was granted for the 
reason that there was no charge whatever preferred against him, but 
this action of the court goes by opP.ration of law before the supreme 
court for review, and the decision of the inferior tribunal remains in 
abeyance until affirmed by the superior. 

It will be observed that Mr. Mariscal's reply to my request for infor­
mation is indefinite, nor has he furnished the legation the further infor­
mation which he states, in his note of January 27last, he has requested 
the governor to obtain from the administrative and judicial authorities. 

Equally unsatisfactory is Mr. Mariscal's reply to my note praying his 
good offices to expedite action by the supreme court upon the ampa,ro 
proceedings. He trusts that, the case will be hastened, and should it 
become necessary, as he thinks it will not, its prompt dispatch will be 
recommended. 

I am, etc., 
THOMAS RYAN. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 1188.] 

Mr. F01·bes to Mr. Ryan. 

CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Guay'rnas, Me.dco, December 16, 1892. 

SIR: I address these lines to you in order to inform you of what is transpiring here 
at this moment. The most flagrant abuse of authority is being practiced for the 
past sixteen days upon the person of au American gentleman named Edward Lycan, 
who has important business tram:actions in the northern part of the State of Sinaloa. 
It seems that the trouble originated at Topolobampo, where au American ship was 
wrecked and Lycan bought the wreck, which was taken away from him by an armed 
force from the custom-bouse. He then embarked on board the Mexican steamer 
Romero Rubio and came to this port, where, before landing, he was arrested and pre­
vented from communicating with the American consul, notwithstanding which pro­
hibition I had an interview with him. The captain of the port arrested him on a 
simple telegram, and after he was placed in a fi.lthy jail I liberated and commenced 
lmbens corpus proceedings, or what is termed in Mexican law" ampa1·o," but with all 
I have done he still is put in jail whenever they feel so disposed. After he bad been 
in jail and after the proceedings had been instituted in the district court, he was 
again arrested by order of the prefect on the same telegram from a justice of first 
instance of Abome, and was kept imprisoned for half a day. I succeeded in getting· 
him out, but now he is constantly watched day and night and at this moment, when 
he is with me, my consulate is guarded by several policemen who are looking through 
my windows while I am writing this to yon and he is making his written appeal to 
me for protection. No formal charges have been preferred against him, and although 
their constitution guarantees }Hotectiou to all persouo, articles 16 and 19 of the saicl 
fundamental law is scandalously violated. 

I now address this to you to know what is best to be done in the present state of 
affairs, a.nd shall wait with anxiety your superior determination . 

. I am1 etc.1 • 

ALKXANDER FORBES, 
u. s.. 0()'P8'U-~· 
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[Inclosure 2 in No. 1188.] 

Mr. Ryan to Seiio1· .Mal'iscal. 

LEGATION OF TilE UNITED STATER, 
Mexico, Janutu·y 2, 1893. 

MY DEAR Mn. MARISCAL: I am advised by Mr. J. A. Forbes, the United States 
consul at Guaymas, Sonorn., that an American namecl Bdwar'l Lycan, who is said to 
have important business tra11sactious in the northern part of tuc State of Sonora, pur­
chased at TopololJampo tbe wreck of a steamer, which was subsequently taken ti:om 
him by an armecl force. It is represented that Lycan then took passage on boarrl 
the i\lexican steamer Bonwro Rubio, for Gun.yruas, but before landing was arrested 
in that harbor by order of the captain of the port, in obedience to a telegram from 
a justice of first instance of Ahome, and thrown into prison. It would seem that 
pending wnparo proceeding~:~ the prisoner was released, but was rea,rrested IJy order 
of theyrefeet of Guaymas in virtue of the same telegram, but was again set at liiJ­
erty after severall10urs' imprisonment. 

"But," says tbe consul, "now he is constantly watched day and night, and at 
this moment,, when he is with me, my consulate is guarded by several policemen 
who are looking through my windows while 1 am writing this to you, etc. No for­
mal charges haYe been preferred agaiust him." 

I allow myself the liuerty of soliciting your kindly offices to secure an investig·a­
tion of the case and to request such act,ion as may be deemecl a.ppropriate in the 
premises. 

With highest regards, etc., 
THOMAS RYAN. 

[Inclosure 3 in No. 1188.-Translati.on.] 

Senor 11Ia1·iscal to Mr. Ryan. 

SEcrmTARY OF FOREIGN AFFAms, 
Mex:ico, January 4, 1893. 

MY ESTEEMED MR. RYAN: I to-day transmit to the department of war and marine 
yonr esteemed note, dated the 2d instant, and touching the arrest, at Guaymas, 
Sonora, of Mr. Bclward Lycan and the espionage upon him by the police of said 
city after being placed at liberty. 

As soon as I receive the report I have requested from that department I will 
hasten, in pursuance to your wishes, to communicate the same. 

I remain, etc., 
IGNACIO MARISCAL. 

[Inclosure 4 in No. 1188.) 

Mr. Lycan to Mr. Ryan. 

GuAYMAS, MEXICO, January £4, 1893. 
RESPECTED SIR: On December 1, 1892, when I arrived here on my way north from 

Topolobampo, Sina,loa, I was arrested, and notwithstanding the urgent request of 
Mr. Forbes and other Americans here I was put into jail, where I was kept for half 
a day, and then let out under guard. On the 3d of December I was again put in 
jail, and also on the lOth of the month; each time I was locked up for half a day 
and when out was accompanied by a guard day and night. They would not allow 
me to give bail, as they did not know of what I was to be charged with, and although 
I employed three lawyers and applied for arnpm·o on the 2d of December the right 
was not granted until the 20th and then the judge decided that as t.here was no 
charge against me I was entitled to my liberty, but told me at the same time that 
he had to send his decision to the supreme court at Mexico City for confirmation 
before I could be set at liberty, and he says that it will take anywhere from three to 
eight months for the eourt to reach my case, and in the mean time I am a prisoner. 
I was arrested by the captain of the port here on the strength of the following tele­
gram, from the captain of Agabampo, a small port in the south part of this State: 
"Lycan on steamer Rnbio; on arrival detain him, by order of political director, Ahome/' 

Ahome is a small inlaud village in northern Sinaloa. The captain while making 
my arrest acted in as rude and public a manner as he well could; at first he refusec.J 
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to let me see onr consnl here, 1\fr. Forbes, lmt insisted that I must go with him to 
jail, and 'vhile he was taking me there against the urgent request of several friends 
've met Mr. Forbes, for whom I had sent, and he went with me to jail. 1\fy wife was 
with me and very sick at the time of our arrival here, and continued so for a month, 
and the frequent calls of the capta.in or some gnard at my rooms day and night was 
the cause of very much suii'ering on her part. 

I have been doing my best to bnilcl up a good businesg in this part of Mexico, and 
through my exertions during the three years last past I have caused to be invested 
in agricultural lands a,nd machinery for sugar making over $30Q,OOO, :md at the time 
of my arrest was on my way north in the interest of improvements here, and this 
arrest and detention has done me incalculable injury, as no one cares to invest with 
a man who can not keep from being arrested; besides, the Hcglect of my business has- · 
nearly ruined everything for me. 

Mr. Forbes, the U. S. consul here, has done as much as be well could, I suppose, 
but the Mexicans pay no attention to his re(]_nests, as they say Mr. Willard never 
asked such a thing. 

Mr. Forbes wrote to consul-general, and his 1·eply was: "Tell Lycan that he must 
:first exha11st the conrtt:~ of Mexico, when, if be fails, to let me know," etc. Now, to 
one acquainted with Mexican ways, this seems very absurd to me, as no Mexican 
lawyer will take a case against the Government, and with me this is all that can 
be clone, as I have been arrested and have been held a prisoner and have been 
treated shamefully for nearly two months, and all the time I have not been accused 
of anything and no charge of any kind whatever has been brought against me, 
nor do I know who caused my arrest. However, if you will have the kindness to 
call at tho rooms of the supreme conrt at the City of Mexico you will, without 
doubt, be allowed to see a complete history of my case as it is there. The judge 
here says that it may be six or eight mouths before they decide the matter, and in 
the meantime my business must stop and I must suffer the mental agony of the 
stigma of being a prisoner, with many asking me "Why are you arrested'" And I 
suppose that hardly anyone believes that a man who has violated no law, and an 
American at that, could be arrested and so detained against his utmost eft'orts. I 
have some good and influent,ia.I friends in different States, among them several Con­
gressmen and Senators, and shall try to bring influence to bear so that other United 
States citizens will not lJe treated ~s I have been. What shall I do now to get 
relief' Panlou the great length and believe me, 

Your humble servant, 
EDWARD LYCAN. 

[Inclosure 5 in No 1188.-Translation.) 

Senor Mariscal to M1·. Ryan. 

SECRETARY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
Mexico, January 27, 1899. 

MY ESTEEMED Mn. RYAN: The telegraphic advices transmitted to me by tbe 
department of the army and the navy, relative to the arrest at Guaymas, Sonora, 
of Edwaru Lycan, reference to whom is had in your unofficial note dated the 2d 
instant, arc not sufficient to convey an exact account of the matter; and therefore 
I have to-day addressed the governor of t.hat State, in request of informa.tion as 
ample as he can obtain, alike from the administrative and t.he judicial authorities. 

For the present, I can inform you that Lycan is charged with having been the 
alJettor or the head of a party of men who raideu the steamer "Dora Blulmrn." 

I remain, etc., IGNACIO .MARISCAL. 

[Inclosure 6 in No. 1188.) . 

jlf1'. Ryan to Se1im· Madscal. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
Mexico, Fcbrua1·y 2, 1893. 

MY DEAR MR. MARISCAL: Since receiving your unofficial note of tbe 27th ultimo, 
relating to the case ofl\fr. Edward Lycan, United States citizen, who was arrested 
at Guaymas, Sonora, there has come to baud a further communication from Mr. 
Lycan, i.n which I am advised that tho federal supreme court, sitting in this cap­
ital, bas received the papers in this case, and will have to pass upon the decision of 
the State court in the ampa1·o proceedings, under which latter decision the lib-
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6rty of Mr. Lycan was decreed. The case, I am informed, will not probably be 
disposed of by the supreme court before three months. In view of this information 
I make bold to address myself to you upon several particular grounds. In the first 
place, I request to be informed of the precise nature of the accusation against Mr. 
Lycan, who declares to me, despite his frequent arrests, that he is entirely ignorant 
of the offense with which he is charged. In the second place, I have to acquaint 
you with Mr. Lycan's declaration to the effect that the business which he bad 
built up during the last three years in this Republic has been made to suffer 
seriously during the periods when he was restrained of his liberty, and his repnta-
1ion in the community has been gravely affected by the official prosecution institu­
ted against him. Wherefore, in the thircl place, I nrgeutly solicit the exercise of 
your powerful good offices with the judicial department of the Federal Governm('nt 
to have Mr. Lycan's case taken up and disposell of at the earliest practicable 
moment by the supreme court of the Republic. 

Yonr generous intervention in .this respect will add further to t,he obligations of 
which this legation retains so many signal and grateful memories. 

With profound respect, etc., 
'fliOMAS RYAN, 

[Inclosure 7 in No. 1188.- Translation.] 

Seiim· Mariscal to Mr. Ryan. 

SECRETARY OF FORRIGN AFFAIRS, 
Mexico, Febrnm·y 6, 1893. 

MY ESTEEMED Mn. RYAN: I am advised by your esteemed unofficial note of 2d 
instant that Mr. Lycan, who was arrested at Guaymas, Sonora, and placed at lib­
erty consequent upon habeas corpns proceedings interposc<l by him, has informed 
you that the papers in his case have been forwarded to this capital for revision by 
the supreme court of justice. 

I trnst that this case will be hasten eo; however, should it be necessary, which I 
think not, its prompt dispatch will be recommended. 

I rcuew, etc., 

No. 1196.] 

IGNACIO MARISCAL, 

Jlfr. Ryan to Mr. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Mexico, llfl'~rch 22, 1893. (Received March 31.) 

SIR: Referring to Department's No. 908, of lOth instant, relative to 
the imprisonment of Mr. Edward Lycan, at Guaymas, Sonora, I have 
the honor to advise you that, in obedience thereto, I have addressed a 
note to Mr. :lVIariscal, drawing his notice anew to the matter, and advis­
ing him of the wishes of my Government in the premises. 

My No. 1188, of the 18th instant, bas apprised you of the action 
which bad already been taken in the case by this legation. 

I am, etc., 
THOMAS RYAN. 

[Inclosure in No.ll!l6.] 

Mr. Ryan to Seiior Ma'l'iscal. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITIW STATES, 
Mexico, Mat·ch 22, 1893. 

SIR: I beg to draw your excellency's notice anew to the case of Mr. Edward 
·Lycan, concerning whose imprisonment I have alTeady addressed you two communi­
cations, dated January 2 and February 2, 1893. 

Upon statements communicated by Mr. Lycan and others to the Department of 
S~ate at Washiu~ton, D. C., tendin&' to show that his im_J?risonment has fro~1 th., 
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first been arbitrary, unjnst, and without any charges wl1ate..ver having been pre­
ferred against him, my Government has directed me to express to your excellency 
its hope and confidence that the necessary steps will be taken to correct any wrong 
that may have been perpetra,ted against Mr. Lycan, and to punish any person who 
may be guilty of any abuse of authority or legal process in conuection with the 
matter. 

I beg, etc. 

No. 120!).1 

TllOJVIAS RYAN. 

Mr. Ryan to .1lfr. Gresnwn. 

LEGA'l'ION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Jlfexico, Ap?·il4, 1893. (Received April12.) 

SrR: Referring to Department's No. 908, of March 10,1893, and in con­
tinuation of myNo.119o, ofthe22dof the same month, I have the honor 
to transmit, herewith, copies of further correspondence relative to the 
case of Edward Lycan, the American citizen recently imprisoned at 
Guaymas, in tlle state of Sonora. It will be seen that the decision of 
the supreme court of justice affirming the order of the lower court, 
granting the writ of ampc~ro entered in behalf of Lycan, bears date of 
the 30th of last December, three days before the date of my note first 
calling the attention of the foreign office to the case . 

. Mr. Mariscal, in his note of the 29th ultimo, reiterates his informa­
tion that "Lycan is charged with having aided or led a band of men 
who sacked the wrecked steamer Dora Bluhm" but according to the 
decision of the supreme court of justice no charges of any kind -were 
preferred against the prisoner. Mr. l\fariscal seems to think that 
Lycan's complaint "is unwarranted and inopportune," but that view of 
it is not shared by the supreme court, which determined that Lycan's 
detention and incarceration were without any warrant of law whatever. 

In fairness, however, it should be added that the courts have acted 
in the matter with gratifying expedition, which is all the more praise­
worthy for having been "without any pressure whatever." 

In his note of the .31st ultimo, accompanying the decision of the 
supreme court, it will be observed that the minister for foreign rela­
tions rer111its the prisoner to his" unrestricted right," under the law,'' to 
accuse the authorities responsible therefor, before the proper tribunal, 
for the abuse committed." 

I am, etc., 
THOMAS RYAN. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 1209.-Tranf'lation.] 

Seiior Mcwiscal to M1·. Ryan. 

DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
Mexico, Ma1·ch 29, 1893. 

Mr. MINISTER: I lutd the honor to receive yonr excellency's note dated the 22nd 
of the current month, informing me that Mr. Edward Lycan had complained to tho 
Department of State endeavoring to show that his arrest at Gnaymas was an arbi­
trary and uujnst act, he not having been cl1arged with any offense, and yonr excel­
lency had received instructions from your Government to express tb.e hope and con­
viction that necessary measures would be instituted to the end t}la,t any act of 
injustice perpetrated against the complainant might be righted and that the party 
guilty of any :tbuse of authority or illegal proccdnre in the case might be punjshed. 

Upon the presentation of Lycan's comJ:illaint, in an unofficial .oote of January 4, 
,a.nu afterwards in a note of February 2, yonr e.'celleiJ.cy was pleased to state to ow 

F R--27 
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that immediately upon his arrest said Lycan applied for a11111aro; that, in conse­
quence thereof, the act, prayed against was suspended, and that he (Lycan) wm1 at 
once released; that ueing rearrested and imprisoned., by order of the prefect at 
Guaymas, he was once more liberated. after some hours of confinement, and that the 
papers relating to the writ of a?nJJa?·o have come to this capital in order that the 
supreme court of justice may revise the action had by the district judge of Sonora, 
who graTJ.ted such protection by ampa1'o. Resting, therefore, on the information 
imparted to me by your excellency, I may state that, from the first, Lycan was l)fO­
tected by the Federal tribunals, and so his complaint at last is unwarranted and 
inopportune. 

In my note of January 27 I advised your excellency that, according to the infor­
mation received that day by this department, Lycan is chargecl with having aided or 
led a band of men who sacked the wrecked steamer DoTa Bluh1n, and I may add 
that subsequent information bears this out. I await, however, data more ample and 
detailed, requested from the governor of the sta.te of Sinaloa, a.nd as soon as I receive 
the same I shall have the honor again of addressing your legation. 

Meanwhile I may be allowed to trnst that your excellency will communicate, if 
you have not already communicated, to the Department of State the information I 
have furnished; at the same time stating to the said Department that according to 
the confession of the complainant himself his case has met notice, without delay 
and without any pressure whatsoever, from one of the courts of Federal justice, and 
further that as the matter is now in the supreme court, pending its decision thereon, 
the executive has neither cause nor legal right to interfere. 

It gratifies me, etc., 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 1209.- Translation.] 

Seii01· Mariscal to M1'. Ryan. 

IGNO. MARISCAL, 

DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
Mexico, lJfm·ch 31, 1893. 

Mr. MINISTER: Referring to the note of 29th instant, which I had the honor of 
addressing to your excellency, in reply to your own of the 22<1 instant, I submit copy 
of the decision, of December 30 last, of the snprC'me court of justice, confirming, in 
all its parts, the decision of the district court of the state of Sonora granting to .Mr. 
Edward Lycan the mnpa1'o he sought as against his arrest under or<lers of the cap­
tain of the port of Guaymas. 

As your excellency will observe, when, on tbe 2d of .January last, your excellency 
called my attention to tbe complah1t of the said party, be had already received pro­
tection by amparo in both tribunals; that, therefore, the justice accorded to him was 
promptly and officially a<lministercd, leaving him, under the law, his unrestricted 
right to accuse the authorities responsible therefor before the proper tribunal for 
the abuse committed. 

I beg, etc., 
!GNO. MARISCAL. 

[Inclosure to inclosure 2 in No. 1209-Translation.] 

Decree of Sup1·eme Court, Decembm· 30, 1892. 

Supreme Court of Justice of the United Mexican States, full bench. 

MEXICO, Decernbe1· 30, 1892. 
In view of the decision, fully adviseu, which the first supply judge of the dis­

trict court of Sonora rendered on the 20th of the current month protecting, in 
accordance with fiscal procedure, the American citizen, Edward Lycan, against the 
acts of the captain of the port at Guaymas, who bad ordered him to be detained in 
the public jail of the city in virtue of a telegram from the chief of the custom­
house at Aguiabampo, wit.hout designating the o.t!'ense for which he was indicted, by 
which procedure the complainant considered violated in his person the guaranties 
grantefl under article 16 of the Constitution. 

Considering that as from the report of the authority designated it appears that 
the petition transmitted by telegraph from the chief of the customs district of 
AguialJampo, acting as captain of the 11ort, and which did not set forth the motiYe 
for the arrest or any grounds therefor, but which gave rise to the order of arrest of 
~omplainant, an order not emanating from any competent authority, no:r b&.sed upoll 
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any subsel)nent warrant, though such warrant was promised and had not yet been 
- sent up to the date of the decision of the lower court now under revision, consider­

ing, therefore, that such precedents and omissions demonstrate palpably an infrac­
tion of article 16 of the Constitution. 

In view of these considerations, and in accordance with the aforementioned 
article 16 of the Constitution of the Republic and the law of December 14, 1882, the 
decision of the first supply judge of the district of Sonora is confirmed, and hereby 
it is declared: 

That the justice of the union })rotects and favors Ed ward Lycan against the acts 
whereof he complains. 

Retnrn the papers to the court of their origin, with copy of this decision, the 
original whereof shall be dnly archived. 

Thus decreed by 1n1animity of votes by the president and magistrates of the 
Supreme Court of Justice of the nation :inu signed. 

FELIX Ro:'lnmo, 

JOSE MARIA LOZANO, 
FRANCISCO VACA, 
ELIGIO ANCONA, 
PRUDENCIANO DOHANTF.S, 

P1·esident. 

JOSE MAmA AGUIRRE DE LA BARRERA, 
EDUAIWO NouvA, 
FREDERICO SANDOvAL, 
ANTONIO !<,ALCON, 
EDUARDO Rurz, 

JJiagist1·atcs. 
PABLO REYES RETANA, 

Secretary. 
A true copy. Mexico, March 30, 1893. 

Lic. PABLO REYES RETANA, 
Secretary. 

No. 1218.] 

JJlr. Ryan to Jlfr. Greshmn. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
JJiexico, Apr·il10, 1893. (Received A.pril 19.) 

Sn~: I l1ave the honor to submit herewith copies of correspondence 
between the U. S. consul at Piedras :Negras, Mr. E. 0. Fechet., and this 
legation, relative to his consular duties in com1ection with the eRtate of 
a deceased American citizen named Thomas Eddins. 

lVIr. Feehet seems to have thought it to be his right and duty, under 
the law, to take upon himself the administration of the personal estate 
as against the court w"Qich had already assumed jurisdiction of the 
matter. I have ~dvised the consul that, in the absence of a-ny con­
vention between the two countries defining consular powers in the 
premises, the law of Mexico governs, and that he should ret5pect the 
orders of the court, taking care to exercise his conceded consular priv­
ileges, and to advise his Government, from time to time, of any ac~ion 
or inaction on the part of the judicial authority prejudicial to justice. 

I am, etc., 
TIIO:ThiA..S RYAN. ' 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 1218.] 

Mr. Fechet to Mr. Ryan. 

CONSTJJ,ATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 
P.ied1·as Negras, March 19, 1893. 

SIR: I have tl1e honor to report that on March 9, 1893, thfl body of Thomas Eddins, 
a native-born .Americ:m citizen, was found in the Rio Grande River. Mr. Eddins bad 
lived in C, Por:tirio Piaz; a :P.lr!-11 ber of years, as an engineer on Mexican International 
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Railroad Company, and was· well known to be a man possessed of some property. 
As soon as informed of his death I went to the local judge and found that a trnnk, 
supposed to contain documents and other evidence of Eddins's property, had been 
already taken from Eddins's house to the court room, and sealed by the second juez 
de latras, Francisco Yza Sepulveda. I received permission to place the consu1ar 
seals upon this trunk over the court seaJs. . 

Friday, March 10, I officially notified the judge that, under the provision of article 
10, Sections VI and vn, I would name a receiver of the estate of Thomas Edrlins. 
The Judge informed me that I possessed under above law the right to propose (po­
p01·m·) a receiver, but that he, the judge, would name (nornbrar) the receiver. 

I pTOtested against this construction of the Federal law and the judge claimed that 
he had made an ''anterior decree" naming a receiver. 

In effect the ruling of the court is that a decree made anterior to nomination of 
receiver by consuls bars consul from naming receiver. As I presented myselfincourt 
within twenty-four hours of the death of Eddins, and officially stated to the court 
my intention to avail myself of the rights granted by Federal law, I protested to 
the court that this construction of the law would nullify all consular rights, and 
practically make this law of no .effect. 

In the official correspondence with the court I have respectfully maintained that 
the manifest object of this Federal law is to grl1nt and· concede to cousular officers 
certain rights and capacities for an effective guardianship over the estates of their 
deceased compatriots. This the court practically denies to me. Upon another point 
I foresee obstacles will be raised up: Assuming I shall present a full power of attor­
ney from one of the heirs, I am convinced from a study of the correspondence had 
with the court that the court will claim the right to decide, upon evidence submitted, 
whether the grantor of the power of attorney is a legal heir, etc. 

This would lead to endless delay. I claim that the consul is responsible to his 
Government concerning all questions of heirship and succession; that, in this case, 
the Mexican Government is only concerned when the estate is administered in two 
points, viz, credits or claims against estate, and secondly, payment of taxes, etc., 
due from estate. Section vn, a,rticle 10, of Mexican Federal law above cited, covers 
these cases. 

I would, therefore, request that these points be submitted to the Mexican Govern­
ment: "What is the full intent of the language of article 10, Section vr, providiug 
that consul may name a receiver after barred by an anterior decree;" may the court 
arl>itrarily make such anterior decree solely to nullify the consular right to name a 
receiver~ In case of Eddins no creditors or claimants of any kind exist to give any 
color of reason for such anterior decree. 

Again, can court require evidence of heirship and go into this whole question of 
the -legal heirs to the succession when the consul claims the right and duty of 
administering the esta,te. This is not to be confounded with the case of an heir or 
claimant disputing the consul's right. In present case one heir, a brother, came 
here on my telegram and has given me a power of attorney, and this data bas been 
sent to department of state that all heirs may be traced. I contend that the l\fexi­
can Government ouly is concerned in equitable settlement of this estate as concerns 
claims against it here in Mexico, and that the Mexican Government will not follow 
the net proceeds of liquidation of estate to its ultimate division between legal heirs, 
and hence I claim that the judge has no right to require evidence as to legal heir­
ship and resulting right of E. W. Eddins to grant a power of attorney to consul to 
administer upon the estate of his brother. All legal claims against the estate in 
Mexico having been settled, then if I shaH recognize a .person not an heir and pay 
over any portion of the estate I am responsible to the U. S. Government and to the 
rightful heirs, and not to the M:exiean Government. 

A third point, and one I deem of great importance: Should not supervision of 
affairs of deceased aliens belong to the Mexican Federal courts~ 

There is here a district federal judge, upright and able, could this case be trans­
ferred to his court I would have no trouble. I am adyised that under the law or 
right of Amparo I may by legal process have it so transferred, but I have no fund to 
employ an attorney to do this. 

In view of the difficulties I have encountered in the State court it bas seemed 
possible that you may ask that instructions be sent the Federal judge here to take 
c.barge of this matter of the estate of a deceased alien. 

I respectfully would urge all dispatch possible in resolvin(J' the points I have sub­
mitted, as no steps can be taken towards the settlement of this estate until instruc­
tions shall come from Mexico City. 

I nnderst~md that Consul Maillifert has written the Mexican department of state, 
so that your excellency will find the foreign office fully informed concerning the 
if3SU~s between the State judge and myself, 

Jam, etc., 
EuG~NE 0. FECIIJ~T: 

Consul, 
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[Inclosure 2 in No. 1218.) 

Mr·. Fee hit to Mr. Ryan. 

CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Pieclms Neyms, March 22,1893. 

Sm: In continuation of and respectfully referrmg to my commumcatwn to the 
legation of March 19, 1893, I have the honor to advise you that it is now my present 
intention to withhold my consent as consul to the breaking of the seals upon the 
trnnk, now in the cnstoclr of the second judge of letters, C. Portirio Diaz, supposed 
to contam documents and evidence of the property of Thomas Eddins, deceased, 
American citizen. To fully advise the legation of all my actions on this matter of 
endeavoring to do my duty in connection with the estates of deceased citizens of the 
United States, and to make clear that I am not actuated by any spirit of contentious 
opposition, I will state that I have a second estate of a deceased American citizen, 
C. N. A. Cunningham. Cunningham was engaged in business in Ciudad Portirio Diaz. 
As soon as his death was kno"\Yil several creditors petitioned second judge of letters 
for action that would protect their claims, so that, when I named a receiver, under 
the provisions of Section VI, article 10, Federal law of November 26, 1859, I was 
informecl that "an anterior decree" had been made, naming a receiver, in answer to 
the petition of certain creditors. I answered the judge that a receiver named by 
the consul would have to observe all legal requirements in administering the estate, 
and that no inteTests of creditors would be prejudiced. 

As the premises of Cunningham were sealed with court and consular seals, and the 
court would not allow me to name a receiver, it at first seemed feasible to respectfully 
refnsc to break the seals until the points at issue between the court and consulate 
could be anthoritati ve1y decided. A consideration, however, of the injury resulting 
to Cunningham's property for delay, as rents were accumulating and perishable 
goods were on the premises, decided me to a'Ssist the court in removal of the ,joint 
seals and in making the inventory prescribed by law. All this was done yesterday, 
and when completed I handed the judge an official communication naming a receiver. 
When the jurlge shall officially notify me that he can not allow me to name a receiver, 
as he will unuonbtedly, I shall merely write him a respectful protest, l:}nd the Cunning­
ham case will be ended save in the ultimate decision as to what consular rights, in 
relation to the estates of deceased compatriots, were conferred by the Federal law 
of November 26, 1859. . 

The legation will then understand that, iu the case of Cunningham, the receiver 
named by the court is now in possession of the estate, and I am unaware of any 
means by which, as consul, I can exercise any guardianship over it. 

'l'he case of the estate of Thomas Eddins presents different features: First, there 
m·e no creditors petitiuning for court's intervention, as in Cunningham's case; sec­
ondly·_, no damage can result from a delay in breaking the seals upon the trunk sup­
posed to contain the legal evidences of his ownership to property, etc. Having 
been officially informed by the court that I will not be permitted to name u receiver, 
as one has already been designated by the court, and having reported to the legation, 
in my communication of 1qth instant, the points at issue arising from differences 
between the court and the consulate as to consular rights, and requested the legation 
to as soon as possible advise me whether the p·,sition I have taken is correct, I 
shall request the court to delay until a decision can be had from the Mexican Gov­
ernment. I shall make this request in reply to an official citation just received to be 
present at the breaking of the seals now upon the trunk of Thomas Eddins. In case 
the court shall refuse to delay, and shall persist in citing me to break the seals, I 
shall respectfully decline, to allow time to have received instructions from the lega­
tion. 

Upon this one point of my deciding not to break the seals I respectfully request 
that, if the legation sl-1all believe that I should not refuse to break the seals (penuing 
a decision by the Mexican Government as to consular rights in the matter of the 
estates of deceased Americans), a telegram be sent me at once and I will break the 
consular seals. 

I request that instructions be sent me as quickly as possible, for I wish to avoid 
an appearance even of antagonism to the courts; and I beg that the legation will 
assure the Mexican foreign office that my sole object is to secure, by respectful and 
proper means, an authoritative decision defining consular rights under this Federal 
law of NoYember 26, 1859. 

I am, otc.1 
EUGENE 0. FECH~;T, 

Consul. 
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[Inclosure 3 in No. 1218-Extract.] 

Mr. Ry_an to Mr. Fechet. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Me:rico, Ma1'ch 28, 1893. 

SIR: Referring to your communications, respectively of the 19th and 23d instant, 
relati \'e to the personal effects 0f Thomas l<:ddins, cleceased, the jurisdiction yon 
claim of the personal effects of the deceased is not sustained by the fOTeign ofiice. 
It is claimed, aud you should act accordingly, that your rights are defined by Sec­
tions VI and vn of article 10 of the Mexicnn law of November 26, 1889. By Section 
vr yon may, respecting the effects, furniture, nnd papers of tlle deceased, usc the 
cousnlar seal iu the manner therein indicated. ln that event the seals can only be 
detached by the consent of yourself ::tntl the court. \Vhen detache<l you should be 
summoned uy the court to perfect ::tn inventory. Yon should then be given a 
legalized copy of it, together with a copy of the last will ~ud testament of the 
deceased, if there be such. Yon ·x- * if lJ:LVe the right to propose a receiver, who 
shall give bond, uulcss the court has previously appointed one. Yon are also given 
the right of succession upon presenta,tion of due legal power, as provide.d in said Sec­
tion vn. At this capital the courts have ucen courteous enough to hand over to the 
consul-general the person::tl efl:'ects of his deceased countryman, and allow him to 
administer upon them without any interference whatever, even surrendering such 
effects to him after they had taken possession of them. 

\Ve may at least imlnlge a hope that the conrt will act in the matter with expedi­
tion and fairness in this case, notwithstanding the (liscourtesy of the local j udgo 
toward the U. S. consul in his unseemly haste to appoint a receiver. 

I am, etc., 

[Inclosure 4 in No. 1218.] 

Mr. Ryan to MT. Fechit. 

THOMAS RYAN. 

LEGATION OF TIIE UNITim STATES, 
Mexico, .Ap1·il 3, 1893. 

DEAR SIR: Referring to your letter of the 22d ultimo, received at this legation 
to-day, you are, of course, aware that there is no treaty between the Uuited States 
and Mexico upon the subject. 

In the absence of such a treaty you will be governed by the applicable laws of 
this country, as defined by the judicial aut.hority. 

By international comity, generally ousetvecl by nations, a consular officer, in such 
a case as this, may take control provisionally of the personal effects of the deceased. 
'l'he conrts may, however, supervene, and, in that event, their orders 1·especting 
such effects should be respected b~7 the consular authority. In this caae such 
comity would allow you to intervene to the extent of observing the proceedings and 
J)ermitting your presence at the making of the inventory. For any additional 
rights in the matter you must look to the Mexican consular law of Novemuer 26, 
1859. As the courts are . charged with the administration of this law their con­
strnction of it mnst prevail. 

I have already wired you to this effect. The fact that the court may have acted 
with apparent discomtesy in denying you the privilege of naming a receiver, by 
making unseemly haste to exerciRe the authority given to it to appoint one itself, 
affords yon no warrant for declining to perform your concetlecl duties in the prem­
ises. In this connection, referring to my letter of the 28th ultimo, I suggest that, 
within the law, you do what you properly may to protect the estate against undue 
waste, keeping your Government informed touching any matter or proceeding rela­
tive thereto which may seem to yon unjust or unlawful. 

Yours, very truly, 
THOMAS HYAN. 

JJ[r. Ryan to Mr. Gresham. 

No. 1234.1 LEGA'PION oF 'l'IIE UNITED STA.TES, 
J.lf."exioo, Mc~y 1, 1893. (Received May 9.) 

SrR: Mr. Martin Schafer, of this city, bas applied for a passport at this 
legatioJ;t for himself and his wife for the purpose of travel to Europe. 
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:Mr. Schafer in his application as a native citizen of the United States 
for said passport represents: 

That he was born at Hamburg, Germany, on the 12th day of March, 1~58; that his 
father is a n"ative cHizeu of the United States; that he is domiciled in Mexico City, 
his permanent residence being at Mexico City, Mexico, where be bas resided contin­
uously fourteen years last past, and where he follows the occupation of jeweler; 
that he bas visited tlle United States three different times at intervals of several 
years, remaining there each time from four weeks to two months, but never resitled 
tllere; that he is the bearer of Passport No. 11, issuecl by tlle United States legation, 
Mexico City, on tlle 11th day of December, 1886; that be intends/to return to Ger­
many via the United States in a few days temporarily, for a bnefvisit, and then 
return to his residence here. 

Mr; Scllafer, 'in addition to his passport No. 11, above referred to, 
which -vvas issued to him by United States lVIinister Tbomas C. Manning 
holds also a Mexican certificate of .American nationality, No. 2071, of 
date February 14, 1888, issued by the foreign office under the Mexican 
law on foreigners, etc., of May 28, 1886 (Chapter v, article 2). Charge J. 
Lamatte Morgan's No. 241, of June 10, lSSG, submitted the law to the 
Department. 

In addition to the facts set forth in his application Mr. Schafer stated 
to me that he intends to.reside in Mexico City permanently in tl'le future; 
that his father left the United States when a young man and luis resided 
in Germany for many years last past; that he thinks his father's father, 
a native of Germany, was a naturalized .American citizen. 

Upon the facts stated I do not feel authorized to issue to l\fr. Schafer 
a passport, but he is a very worthy gentleman, and sincerely believes 
himself to be undei· our laws a citizen of the United States, and that be 
may be deprived of ' none of his lawful rights in the premises I transmit 
herewith his application in duplicate and a passport duly executed for 
such disposition as the Department 1nay seem proper. Mr. Schafer 
will leave here for Germany, via the United States, in a few days, and 
begs the Department will forward the passport to him at 97 Water 
street, New York City, care of Theodore Herrmann, slwuld its issue be 
deemed authorized by law. The fee of $1 paid by Mr. Schafer will be 
held in this legation subject to your decision. 

I am, etc., 
THOMAS RYAN • 

• 

Mr. GTesham to 111.r. Gray. 

No.9.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
, Washington, 11£ay 13, 1893. 

SrR: :Mr. Ryan's dispatch, No. 1234, of the 1st instant, in relation to 
Mr. 2Ylartin Schafer's application for a passport, has been received. 

Mr. Schafer's case, as stated by Mr. Ryan, suggests uncertainty and 
doubt on two essential points-his original citizenship and his con­
servation of right to protection as a citizen. Himself born abroad at 
Hamburg, March 12, 1858, he claimed citizenship through the alleged 
native-born status of his father. The latter, in turn, appears to have 
left the United States "when a young man," but at what age is not 
stated, and to be permanently domiciled in Germany. Tlte grandfather, 
a native of Germany, is thought to ·have been a naturalized citizen of 
the United States. No evidence whatever is adduced of the grand­
father's naturalization or of the father's birth and age when he went to 
Germany to live . . The applicant himself has never resided in the 
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United States, having only been in this country three times, on brief 
visits. His domicile for fourteen years has been in Mexico, where he 
is registered as a citizen of the United States. 

It is not possible, in the lack of necessary evidence, to form an opin­
ion as to the legal status of Mr. Schafer. The time and place of his 
father's birth, the date of his grandfather's naturalization, and the age 
at which his father removed to Germany, are all factors in the case 
which can not be supplied by conjecture. Merely by way of noting 
one phase of the problem, it would seem that if Mr. Schafer's father 
(assuming him to have been born in the United States) went to Ger­
many while a minor, there to marry and pass the rest of his life, l1e 
thereby voluntarily acquired German domicile, and invested himself 
with the German character to such a degree as to bring his German 
born children within the range of German jurisdiction. In this con­
nection it may be pertinent to inquire at what age the applicant left 
Germany-during minority or when sui juris-for if he quitted the 
country of his birth while a minor, to dwell thereafter elsewhere than 
in the United States, no option of American status as against any ad­
verse claim of Germany is apparent. 

Apart, however, from the determination of Mr. Schafer's legal status 
as a citizen or subject, which is a judicial function not within the com­
petence of the executive, it is the provinc~ and duty of the executive 
to use its discretion touching the individual's right to protection, with 
due regard to the reciprocal relation between him and the State. 

Tile facts reported by l\fr. Ryari disclose a total absence of American 
residence, covering the whole past and future life of the applicant, and 
the whole life of his father from early manhood. For two generations 
neither father nor son has evinced a purpose to fulfill the duties of good 
citizenship. l\fr. Sehafer has orally declared to l\fr. Ryan "that he in­
tended to reside in l\tfexico Cit,y permanently for the future." His 
sworn application likewise exl1ibits no purpose of residence in the 
United State's. In such cases the Department uniformly declines to 
issue a passport, a11d Mr. Schafer will be so ad vised at the address 
given. 

The signed passport seut hither by Mr. Ryan is herewith returned. 
I am, etc., 

W. Q. GRESHAl\1. 

CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE MEXICAN LEGATION AT 
WASHINGTON. 

Senor Cayetano Romero to Mr. Foster. 

MEXICAN LEGA'L'ION OF MEXICO, 
TfTashington, D. G., December 13, 1892. 

MY DEAR MR. FoSTER: Concerning the conversation I had last 
evening with yon concerning the reappearance on the Texas border of 
the Garza bandits and their recent raid into Mexico, I beg to call your 
attention to the dispatehes on tlte subject published yesterday by the 
New York Herald, W oriel, and later by the eveuiug papers, and to 
enclose you herewith a copy of the message wired to me last evening 
by the :Mexican cmwul at Laredo, Tex., to which I also alluded, from 
whicllit appears that two Mexican officers and four privates were burned 
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up by the bandits, who set fire to the barracks during their raid 011 t1te 
Mexican side of the river, ovposHe San Ignacio. 

Hoping tllat the U. S. Government may now redonl>le its efforts in 
the capture of said Lands of marauders, which have given them so 
much trouble iu successfully eluding their pursuit, 

I am, etc., 
0. ROlVIERO. 

Seiior Dietz to Selior Romero. 

[Telegram- Translation.] 

L .u :EDO, TEx., December 12 . 
Outlaws attacked a small detacLment opposite to San Ignacio, Tex ... escaping 

immediately afterwards and taking r efuge in Texas. They set fire to tLe 1m t occn­
pied by the detachment, and the captain, an ensign, and four soldiers were burned 
to death. 

L. LElUEI>A DIAZ. 

Seiior Cayetano Rome1·o to JJ[r. Foster. 

[Translation.) 

IJEGATION OF lVfEXICO, 
TVa.shington, December 1-1, 1892. 

MY DEAR 1\fR. FosTER: Referring to the note which I addressed to 
yon yesterday relative to the assembling of fresh bands of outlaws on 
the Texas frontier and the disturbances which they are 09casioning, I 
have the honor to inclose a copy of two telegrams (with translations) 
which I received last night from the consuls of :Mexico at San Antonio 
and Laredo, Tex., respectively, in one of which it is stated that those 
outlaws are preparing to reenter :Mexico between Mier and Gnrrero, 
and that orders have not yet been received at Fort l\iclntosh to send 
troops in pursuit of them. 

I am, etc., 
C. ROMERO. 

Sefi01· Diaz to Seiio1· Cayetano Romero. 

[Telegram.- Translation. ] 

LAREDO, TEx., December 13, 1892. 
The leader of tlJC San Ignacio raid is cnlletl Maximo Martinez. Two bauds, le1l 

by one-eyed Fran cisco and Mangas de Agua, passed opposite Carrizo, sa,ying tli::tt 
they were going- to cross over into Mexico be tween Micr aud Gurrero. No action 
taken Lere. They are awaiting orders at Fort Mcintosh. 

L. LAl\Ili:DA DIAZ. 

Senor 01'11elas to Seiior Cayetano Ronscro. 

[Telegram .- Translation.] 

SAN ANTONJO, TEX.: Deccmbe1· 13, 1892. 
Col. Ceron sends word to me to-day from Laredo as fo1lows: "One hnll(lrerl aml 

odd outlaws snrprised detachment at San Ignacio on the lOtll. Tltcy set tire to the 
barracks and killed a ca]Jtain, an ensign, and four soldiers. They then recrossed to 
Texas, taking with them fifty horses, arms, and amrnnnitiou." 

P. 0HNELAS. 
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Sefior Cayetano Romero to 111r. Foster. 

LEGA'l'ION OF MEXICO, 
Washington, D. C., .December 14, 1892. 

MY DEAR 1\fR. FosTER: I beg to inform you of the receipt this after­
noon, from Senor Mariscal, of a cablegram in regard to the raid into 
1\fexico recently made by some bandits, who surprised a small detacll­
ment of Mexican troops, burned their barracks, killed and wounded 
some of them and brought others prisoners into Texas, together with 
their horses and arms, of which I have already spoken to you. 

:Mr. ~'Iariscal instructs me in said dispatch to make a complaint to 
the United States Government for the above raid, which would not 
have occurred had there been enough Federal troops in Texas to pre­
vent such a violation of the neutralit,y laws of this country, and for the 
lack of care shown in this matter by the local authorities of that State. 

I beg to send you herewith copy and translation of two telegrams I 
have also received fi'om the Mexican consuls at Laredo and San Antonio, 
Tex., respectively, one conveying· the· information that another band of 
robbers is preparing to invade J\IIexico between 1\fier and Gurrero, and 
the other that 16 Mexican soldiers, captured and brought over by the 
same, are still imprisoned at San J gnacio, Tex. 

I have no doubt that the United States Government will take at once, 
in view thereof, the necessary measures for the prompt and energetic 
pursuit of the bandits who leisurely fitted out on American territory 
an expedition against a friendly nation, for the quick release of the 
Mexican prisoners above mentioned, and for the prevention in tbe future 
of similar raids and outrages, which interfere so much with the develop­
ment of the commercial and social relations which both countries are 
striving to attain for their common -benefit. 

I am, etc., 
C. Ro~IERO. 

Seiio1· Diaz to Seii.or Cayetano Romero. 

[Telegram.-Trauslation.] 

LAREDO, TEx., December 14, 1892. 
Yesterday evening 60 men were at last sent from Fort Mcintosh, and to-day Com­

pany J<' is expected to follow. There are yet three bands of bandits, commanded 
hy Mangas 9-e Agna and Francisco el Tuerto (a) el General, then passed Carrizo, 
&tating they were going to cross over into :Mexico between Mier and Gurrero. 
Proclamation and })lan signed by Francisco el Tnerto, who commanded the raid at 
San Ignacio, and by many other persons. Another officer and a cOTporal died on 
the way to San Ignacio, Tex., where there are also 2 wounded soldiers. 

L. LAMEDA DIAZ. 

Seiio'l'- Ornelas to Sen01· Cayetano Romero. 

[Telegram.-Translation.) 

SAN ANTONio, TEx., December 14, 1892. 
Col. Ceron telegraphs me as follows: "Sixteen Mexican soldiers, captured on the 

lOth and brought over by the raiders, are imprisoned at San Ignacio, Tex." 
P. ORNELAS. 
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Mr. Foster to Senor Cayetano Romero. 

DEP AR'l'MENT OF STATE, 
Washington, December 15, 1892. 

MY DEAR~MR.ROMERO: Your two letters ofthe 13th and 14th instant, 
respectively, have been received. You therein inclose telegrams from 
the Mexican consuls at San Antonio and Laredo, Tex., in regard to 
the assembling of outlaws on the Texas frontier and the disturbances 
they are occasioning. 

Before the receipt of your communications I had already been in 
conference with the Secretary of War upon the subject of the raids 
matle from Texan territory into lVIexico, and had learned from him that 
the army stationed on that frontier had been as far as possible on the 
alert, and that he bad given renewed instructions for the exercise of 
the greatest vigilance in preserving the peace of the frontier an€1 in 
preventing any violation of our neutrality laws, as well as invasion of 
Mexican territory. I have delivered in person copies of your commu­
nications to the Secretary of War, and be has assured me that every­
thing possible is being and will continue to be done to suppress these 
lawless expeditions and punish the offenders. 

Your Government, however, must not lose sight of the actual condi­
tions on that frontier, which is a long line, thinly populated, where the 
topography of the country furnishes great facilities for concealment 
and security from pursuit and arrest, with a river frontier easily crossed 
at auy point. Notwithstanding these facts, I desire to assure you that 
this Government will seek to overcome, as far as is possible, all these 
obstacles, and will omit no effort to comply to the fullest extent with 
its international obligations. 

I am, etc., 
JOHN W . .FOS'l'ER. 

Senor Cayetano Romero to Mr. Foster. 
[Translation.] 

LEGA'l'ION OF MEXICO, 
Washington, December 16, 1892. 

MY DEAR 1VIR. FoSTER: I have bad the honor to receive your note 
of yesterday, in which you are pleased to reply to those I took the lib­
erty to address to you on the 13th and 14th instants, in regard to the 
assembling on the Texan frontier of fresh bands of bandits and of the 
disturbances caused by them, and to inform me that the honorable Sec­
retary of War to whom you gave copies of said notes, assured you that 
be had done, would continue to do, all that he can to repress such disor­
ders and to punish the disturbers, adding that although the Government 
of the United States is contending against the obstacles presented by 
the topography of the country and the scarce population on that long 
boundary line, formed by an easily forded river, to the pursuit and arrest 
of said bandits, it will endeavor to overcome them as far as possible and 
will omit no effort to duly comply with its international obligations. 

I at once forward your above-mentioned note to the Government of 
Mex-.ico, which I do not doubt 'vill receive with satisfaction the assur­
ances given by that of the United States to faithfully comply with its 
duties of fdend an neighbor to Mexico, and will desire a successful 
termination to so important an undertaking. 

I am, etc., 
C. ROMERO. 
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lJlr. Foster to Seiior Cayetano Romero. 

DEPARTMENT OF S'l'ATE, 
Washington, December 20, 1892. 

Jvfy DEAR MR. RoMERO: I have received your uote of December 14, 
in which you inform me of the reeeipt from Senor Mariscal of certain 

/ instructions relatiug to a11 alleged raid into the territory of Mexico by 
ba11dits, who are. reported as having surprised a small detachment of 
Mexican troops, burned tl1eir barracks, killed and wounded some of 
them, and brought others p1·isoners into Texas, together with their 
lwrses and arms. 

You state in your note that Mr. Mariscal instructs you to make a 
complaint to the U1litecl States Government of the above raid, which 
he says would not l1ave occurred bad there been enough Federal troops 
in Texas to prevent such a violation of the neutrality laws of this 
country. and but for the htck of care shown in the matter by the locai 
authorities of that State, and you add that you have no doubt that the 
United States Government wHl take at once the necessary measures 
for the prompt and energetic pursuit of the bandits who leisurely fitted 
out on American territory an expedition against a friendly na,tion. 

In this connection I desire to refer you to my note of December 15 
last, wherein I state to you the energetic measures taken by the Secre­
tary of War to preserve the peace upon the Mexican frontier and to 
prevent any invasion of 1Iexican territory or any violation of the 
neutrality laws of this country. This Goverument can not allow that 
it bas not at all times made every effort in its power to prevent the use 
of its territory for any purpose hostile to 1\fex:ico, nor that it has in any 
instance failed to take all possible measures to prevent a violation of 
its neutrality laws so far as that country is concerned. I have hastened 
to can the attention of the Secretary of War and of the governor of 
Texas to the subject-matter of your note, and I have again urged the 
employment of energetic measures directed to the preventiug of any 
violation of the frontier of Mexico by persons coming from the terri­
tory of the United States. 

Ver,y truly, etc., 
JOHN W. FOSTER. 

Sefior Cayetano Romero to Mr. Foster. 

[Translation.] 

LEGATION OF MEXICO, 
TfTashington, December 21, 1892. 

MY DEAR }fR. FosTER: I have had the honor to receive your note 
of yesterday, wherein, replying to mine of the 14th instant relative to 
the raid into Mexico on the lOth by outla,ws from the United States, 
and to the complaint made by me on this account in obedience to 
instructions from J\fr. Mariscal, you are pleased to allude to the state­
ment made to me in your note of the 14th instant, to the effect that the 
War Department had taken energetic measures to preserve the peace 
and to prevent any invasion of Mexican soil or any violation of the 
neutrality laws of this country, adding that the Government of the 
United States can not admit that it has, on any occasion, failed to 
make every possible efl:'ort to prevent its territory from serving as a 

• 

I • 
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basis for any project hostile to Mexico, or that it has ever failert to 
take every measure in its power to prevent, so far as the United 
States is concerned, the . violation of its neutrality laws, and you 
inform me that you have cal1ed the attention of the Secretary of 
\Var and of the governor of Texas to the matter which formed the 
subje,ct of my note, and have once more urged the use of energetic 
measures calculated to prevent any violation of the Mexican frontier 
by persons from United States territory. 

I this day communicated the contents of your aforesaid note to my 
Government, for its information, and I hereby express the wish that 
the measures which have been taken here for the purpose of putting a 
speedy end to the disturbances on the Texan frontier may be entirely 
successfu 1. 

These measures, in my opinion, would have been rendered unneces­
sary by the presence there of a respectable body of regular troops, 
sufficient to guard so extensive a frontier. 

I am, etc., 
c. RGl\1ERO. 

Mr. Foster to Seiior Cayetano Romero. 

DEP.ARTl\IEN'r OF STATE, 
TYashington, December 27, 1892. 

l\IY DEAR MR. RoMERO: I have to inform you that I have received 
a communication from the Secretary of War, in reply to two letters 
from this Department, dated December 14 and 17 respectively, in which 
I transmitted for his views your two notes of December 13 and 14 in 
relation to raids into Mexico. 

The Secretary in his communication calls attention to the fact that 
the parties which make raids into Mexko are orgq,nized secretly in 
Texas and do not appear as organized bodies until the moment of cross­
ing the Rio Gran<le, too late for attack by United States troops. Like­
wise, after committing depredations in lVIexico and upon returning to 
Texas, they dis11erse and scatter over the country, eitller individually 
or in small parties, making pursuit difficult, if not impossible, as they 
never present an object of attack by troops on American soil. The 
commanding-general of the department of Texas, has put in the field 
all of his available force in pursuit of the returned bandits, and three 
troops of cavalry, fully mounted and equipped, have been ordered from 
Fort Riley, Kans., at great expense and inconvenience to the Depart­
ment, for service on the ~fexican border. 

With reference to the prisoners said to be held at San Ignacio, the 
Secretary of War says that while the military authorities have no pos­
itive information as to the detention of these prisoners in Texas, should 
the troops in pursuit capture the raiders and meet with any Mexican 
soldiers detained as p;risoners, they will at once be released and placed 
under the protection of the United States troops. 

It is pertinent for me to remark here that the efforts of the United 
States Government to prevent these raids from its territory into Mexico 
seem to receive little cGoperation or assistance from the Mexican side 
of the border. If the same relative force was kept by the Mexican 
Government on their side of the Rio Grande, raids of the nature com­
plained of could hardly happen, as the commanding general of our 
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Army feels confident that it would be next to impossible for a small 
balHl of raiders to cross from JVIexieo into Texas, surprise one of the 
United States ga.rrism1s, set fire to the barraeks, and return in safety. 

Very truly, ete., 
JonN W. FosTER. 

Sciior Cctyctano Romero to JJ[r. Foster. 

[Translation. J 

LEG.A.'l'ION OF lVIEXICO. 

Washington, Decmnber 28, 1892. 
MY DEAR ~IR. FoSTER: I have received your note of yesterday, in 

which you were pleased to inclose the reply of the Seeretary of War to 
the two communieations addressed to him by you on the 14th and 15th 
instant, transmitting a copy of my notes of the 13th and 14th, relative 
to the ineursious into ~Iexieo by armed forces from this side of the 
boundary line, in which, as you state, that officer calls attention to the 
difficulties with whieh his Department has to contend in preventing 
violations of the neutrality laws of the United States, owing to the 
faet that those bands are secretly organized in Texas, and do not 
appear as organized bodies until they actually cross the Rio Grande, 
and scatter in all directions on their return to Ameriean soil, whieh 
renders their pursuit very diffieult, if not impossible, especially sinee 
they afford no opportunity to the troops to attack them. 
· Yon further inform me that the military department of Texas has 

sent all the forees at its disposal in pursuit of the outlaws, whieh forces 
will soon be joined by three troops of cavalry which have left Fort Riley, 
Kans., for the frontier, at great expense and ineonvenience to the Gov­
ernment, and you state that although the military authorities have no 
information with .regard to the detention of Mexican soldiers in Texas, 
of which I apprised you in one of my notes, yet if the troops now pur­
suing the marauders sueceed in effecting their capture, and find any 
Mexiean soldiers held as prisoners, they will at once release and place 
them under the proteetion of the United States, adding that you think 
proper, in this conneetion to advert to the scanty cooperation or assist­
ance that is lent on the right bank of the Rio Grande to the efforts 
which the Government of the United States is making to prevent these 
incursions, sinee the general commanding the army is sure that if my 
Government kept a number of troops on the frontier proportionate to 
that now in Texas, the attaek at San Ignacio would have been almost 
impossible. 

I this day send a copy of your note to my Government for its infor­
mation, and in order that it may answer the eharge that is made 
against it of not cooperating with that of this country in suppressing 
the disturbances now taking place on that frontier by keeping anum­
ber of troops there equal to that of those in Texas, sinee I am not in 
possession of data enabling me to say whether this assertion is or is 
not well founded. 

I must say, however, that the Government of Mexico will take proper 
care of its extensive frontier, and that it will spare no pains in doing 
so, as is shown by the fact that the outlaws have been obliged tore­
tUl·n to this country after their various raids, never having remained 
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for more than a few hours in Mexican territory, whitber they go for the 
sole purpose of robbing and plundering. 

As reg-ards the Mexican soldiers who are held at San Ignacio, it is 
proper for me to inform yon that I am advised, by private letters which 
I have received from Texas, that the inhabitants of that town, who are 
in sympathy with the outlaws, have so frigh1ened the prisoners by 
making them believe that they will be shot if they return to their 
country, that it is now said that they refuse to returll and declare that 
they came to that place of their own free will, and tbat it is not true 
tbat they llave ever been held as prisoners. As it is a fact which can 
easily be proved that they have been so hel<l, it would be well for the 
Federal Government to send a competent and impartial person to that 
place for t,be purpose of making a rig-id investigation of this case, as an 
act of justice to the Govermneut of .Mexico. 

I am, etc., 
c. RO:Th1ERO. 

Sefior Cayetano Romero to j1Jfrr. Foster. 

[Transkttion. ~ 

JUJ~XICAN LEGATION, 
1Vashington, December 31, 1892. 

MY DEAR :MR. FosTER: I received your little note of this date, in 
reply to miue of the 28tll of the closing mouth, in which you acquaint 
me that you have infmmed tlle Secretary of War of the suggestion, 
wLich I took the liberty to make to you, of causing an investigation 
that might explain tbe facts in regard to the delcutiou of Mexiean sol­
d-iers at San Ignacio, 'l'ex. 

I am, etc., 
c. ROJ.\IERO. 

Sefior JJfarisca.l to Smior Cayet(tnl) Romero. 

[Translated.] 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE AND OF FOREIGN RELATIONS, 
City of JJiexico, December 31, 1892. 

I refer to your note No. 699, of the 21st instant, in which was inclo~eu 
a copy of the reply made by tile honorable Secretary of State to the 
two Hotes which you had addressed to him in rela,tion to the crimes 
committed at San Ignacio, in TrLmaulipas, by a band of outlaws organ-

. ized in Texas. In that reply, as wa8 to be expected, Mr. I•'oster declares 
that the U. S. Government will do its duty as a good neigllbor and 
friend of .Mexico. 

We do not for a moment doubt the sincerity of this promjse, 
and we have always felt full confidence in the good faith of the U. S. 
Government, as also in its desire to repress outlawry on the Texas 
fi:ontier, where the outlaws seem to have established their camp for the 
purpose of committiug depredations in our territory, with a ridiculous 
political pretext which meets with no echo in any portion of thiR 
Republic. Yet, notwithstanding our expectation that the action of 
that Government would put a speedy stop to the machinations of the 
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outlaws, we have recently seen their raids last for severrt 1 months, and 
have seen their menacing attitude prolonged in Texas, in spite of the 
fact that on the few occ1tsions when t1JCy came to the ri~;ht bank of the 
Rio l-hande,they were defeated, and obliged to recross the river and 
once more to take refuge on the left bank. 

If this has been due, to a, certain extent, to culpable connivance or 
tolerance on the part of certain functionaries in Texas, we only have 
to consider the obligation of the United States Government (which, 
with the spirit of justice that characterizes it, will not deny this) to 
be responsible for the course pursued by any State of the Union as 
regards the international duties of the country. Its obligation is 
therefore evident, to furnisli the means necessary to put an end to tlle 
situation to which I refer, whenever the means employed by the frontier 
State are insufficient for this, whether this fact be due to lack of zeal 
on the part of its Government or to any other cause. Nevertheless, it 
is a fact that, during the first campaign of tlle highwaymen known as 
the followers of Garza, there was a lack of federal troops to pursne 
them with efficiency, or to prevent tlleir incursions into Mexican ter­
ritory. 

Feeling certain that this deficiency is not to be as'cribed to the fact 
that the United States Goverument is unmindful of its duties, or is 
unwilling to perform them, we believe that it has been due to the cir­
cumstance that, in the midst of its serious and multifarious occupa­
tions, it has not yet had its attention properly called to the scandalous­
ness of the organization in Texas of bauds of highwaymen, armed and 
mounted, to the number of as many as 200, whose purpose is to invade 
our territory (as was recently done at San Ignacio) to kill, burn, plunder, 
and carry off prisoners to Texas, the authorities of which State give no 
sigTlS of seeing this until it is too late. It seems impossible that, 
\Vithout the tacit consent of the local authorities, such organizations 
could go on for several days, or that parties could come from a distance, 
as happened in the aforesaid case, in wllich a band of forty five high­
waymen came from Ijaredo for the purpose of crossing the river near 
San Ignacio. 

All this, and much else, of which the United States Government is 
not unaware, even though it may not appear to devote sufficient atten­
tion to it, takes place beeause the frontier on the left bank of the river 
is not sufficiently watched. The federal troops were not sufficient for 
this purpose even during the previous campaign of the outlaws; and 
yet, scarcely did that campaign seem to be ended when a large portion 
of the federal force was withdrawn, and that region, which is so much 
exposed to all kinds of disturbances, was left unguarded. The outlaws 
were consequently not long in recovering their courage, and in arming 
and assembling anew for tile purpose of making their incursions into 
1\'Iexico, as we have recently seen, notwithstanding the fact that there 
bas been no cessa,tion or diminution on. our part of the vigilance which 
is uecessary, and which is possible to this Government, whose sacri­
fices continue to be considerable, owing to so strange a situation in the 
midst of tlle cordial relations now existing between the two countries. 

We do not apprehend that this amicable complaint on our part will 
seem out of place, since the more we consider the matter, the more 
thoroughly do we become convinced that the scandals which are 
repea,ted to our <letriment can not be attributed to the absolute power­
lessness of the U. S. Government to repress them. If those outlaws 
had organized in1\Iexican territory instead of that of the United States, 
and if they went from here to commit their outrages in the neighboring 
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Republic, its Government would justly complain against 1\'Iexico, and 
we could not avoid responsibility even by alleging that this is a com­
paratively feeble Government, and not well able to guard an extensive 
and sparsely peopled frontier. We should be told, and that very justly, 
that it is the duty of every nation to procure the elements necessary to 
discharge its duties toward its neighbors. Such an excuse is there­
fore much less valid for so powerful a Government as that of the United 
States, compared to ours. 

There certainly are difficulties in guarding the banks of a river which 
is fordable at various points, but these difficulties may be overcome by a 
sufficient number of soldiers well distributed along the frontier. I com­
municate to you separately, to the end that you may transmit it to the 
United States Government, the general idea which has been conceived 
by our consul at Rio Grande City, that the fords of the river be guarded 
by United States troops for a certain distance where it is most exposed 
to the crossing of outlaws. Since it is impossible to prevent bands from 
orgauizing in Texas for the purpose of committing depredations in our 
territory, they might thus be prevented from carrying out their malevo­
lent intentions.' United States troops might be placed so as to cooperate 
with ours, and so that some fords might be guarded by the troops on 
one bank, and others by those on the opposite bank. 

In our opinion, however, the more efficacious means would be for the 
forces of both countries, when pursuing outlaws, to be at liberty to 
cross the frontier with certain restrictions and limitations, just as they 
are now at liberty to do so and as they have clone on other occasions 
in pursuance of an agreement adopted by the two Governments, whereby 
the troops of eHher party ar~ allowed to cross to the territory of the 
other in pursuit of savage Indians, to which arrangement we have 
alw<tys agreed at the instance of the U. S. Government, and with the 
authorization of the Mexican Senate. The analogy that exists between 
the kind of warfare carried on by the Indians and that which has been 
adopted by the outlaws in question, is quite evident; both simply at­
tempt to surprise those towards whom they are hostilely disposed and 
avoid pitched battles, unless they are very superior in numbers; both 
assemble and disband with equal facility; and in their astuteness, the 
celerity of their movements, etc., they resemble each other in a remark­
able manner. It would consequently be advisable, in order to facilitate 
and render efficacious the pursuit of those persons, to aclopt the expe­
dient which I propose. The United States would thereby be enabled 
more readily to punish the violators of its neutrality laws, those crimi­
nals who resist and ki.U U. S. soldiers, or disarm the officers of justice 
who are sent to arrest them, and Mexico would succeed in putting a 
stop to the outrages of the plunderers who come for the purpose (')f 
carrying on a desultory warfare and of committing atrocious crimes in 
her territory. You are authorized to confer with J\Ir. Foster on this 
subject. 

With a view to reaching a clear understanding, you will, in the first 
place, read this note to him, and will take a copy of it with you, which 
you will leave in his hands if he shall request it. 

I reiterate to you the assurance, etc., 
1\I.A.RISC.A.L. 

FR--28 
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Mr. Foster to Seiior Oa,yetctno Romero. 

_DEPARTMENT OF STA'l'E, 
_ 1Vashington, December 31, 1892. 

MY DEAR MR. RoMERO: I have received your note of the 28th 
instant, and have hastened to bring to the notice of the Secretary of 
\Var your suggestion relative to investigating the contradictory state­
ments made with reference to the l\fexican soldiers held at San Ignacio. 

I am, etQ. 
JOHN W. FOSTER. 

Smior Cayetano Romero to JJ1r. Foster. 

[Translation.] 

LEGA'J'ION OF MEXICO, 
Wctshington, D. 0., Jan/ttary 1, 1893. 

J\IY DEAR MR. FosTER: Referring to the note which I addressed to 
you on the 28th of December last in reply to yours of the day before, 
concerning the organization, on United States territory, of parties of 
bandits that cross to Mexico with no object but to commit depredations 
and barbarous assassinations, and particularly the complaint made in 
it by you that my Government was wnding small co-operation to the 
efforts that this Government was making to repress the disorders on 
the Texas frontier, I take the liberty of inclo$ing to you a clipping 
from the second edition of the New York -Times of to-day, which con­
tains a telegram from Monterey, Mexico, which shows in detail the 
number of Mexican troops stationed on the right bank of the river 
Bravo, amounting to 2,727 men, and their disposition along the bound-
ary line. · 

This dispatch corroborates the statement I made to you in the said 
note, that the Government of Mexico will know how, as becomes it, to 
care for its extensive frontier and will spare no effort to do so, which 
seems further confirme<l by the facts that have since occurred, as the 
bandits who used to cross two or three times to the right bank of the 
Rio Bravo have been forced to return to Texas, not remaining more 
than some hours on our territory. 

I do not know if the Government of the United States has now in 
Texas the same number of troops as there are now on the right bank of 
the Rio Bravo. The American newspapers report that the American 
forces in campaign amount to 600 or 800 men, including three cqmpa­
nies of cavalry that came from Fort Riley. 

I am, etc., 
c. ROl\iERO. 

[New York Times, January 1, 1893.] 

BANDITS DEFEATED BY TROOPS.-DURING TilE FIGHT TWO MARSHALS WHO WERE 
PRISONERS ESCAPED. 

SAN ANTONIO, TEx., December 31. 
U. S. Marshal Paul Fricke to-day received a telegram from Deputy Eugene Yglesias 

Webb, of '¥ebb County, stating that Deputy Pinkham bad just wired him that Troop 
G, Third Cavalry, under command of Second Lieut. Hediken, had followed the trail of 
the Mexican bandits to a point a few miles below Lopono, Zapata County, where the 
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outlaws crossed the river last evening and made an attack upon a detachment of Mexi­
can troops stati.Qned there. 

The engagement was a desperate one aml resulted in the bandits being overcome 
by the Mexican troops. On the evening of the fight Special Deputy Marshals Guerro 
and Benavides, who were captured by the bandits several days ago, got away. 
Deputy Guerro is now at Agueleres; Deputy Benavides is with Capt. Francis Hardie, 
of the Third Cavalry, and is riding one of the Mexican Government's army horses, 
which the bantlits took in the fight opposite San Ygnacio. 

No particulars as to the number killed and wounded in the fight were gi.ven in the 
dispatch. 

MONTEREY, MExiCo, December 31. 
Gen. Benardo Reyes, governor of the State of Nuevo Leon, and commander of this 

military zone, states that the Mexican frontier is well protected. and that the revolu­
tionists will find it very difficult work to get through the two lines of troops which 
are now massed upon the border. · · 

The total number of troops in active service on the Mexican frontier is 2! 727. They 
were in detachments, distribnted as follows: 

Paso del Norte, 6 officers, 74 infantry; Jimenez, 1 officer, 20 infantry; Piedras Ne­
gras, 3 officers, 41 infantry of the Twenty-sixth Battalion, ancl4 officers, 52 infantry, 
and 57 cavalry of the Twelfth Regiment; Guerrero, 3 officers, 44 infantry of the Fifth 
Battalion, 1 officer and 15 infantry of the Sixth Auxiliaries; Hidalgo, 1 superior 
officer, 2 officers, 75 infantry; New Laredo, 5 officers, 99 infantry of the .F'ifth Battal­
ion, 1 superior officer, 21 infantryl and 318 cavalry of the Thirteenth Regiment; 
Guenero, State of Tamanlipas, 1 superior officer, 10 infantry, 104 cavalry; La Guer­
ras, 2 officers, 25 infantry, 25 cavalry of the Fourth Regiment a.nd10 in butry auxil­
iaries of Nuevo Leon; Mier, 3 officers, 49 infantry, 49 cavalry of the Fourth Regi­
ment, 3 superior officers, 9 officers, 58 infantry, 64 cavalry, of the l!'ifth Auxiliaries, 
superior officers, 24 officers, 410 infantry of the Sixth Battalion, also 15 infantry 
auxiliaries of Nuevo Leon; Gloria, H infantry; Carmargo, 3 officers, 50 infantry of 
the Sixth Battalion, 2 officers, 25 infantry, 25 cavalry of the Fourth Regiment, 1 supe­
rior officer, 24 infantry of Tamaulipas AnX~iliaries; San Miguel, 1 superior officer, 4 
officers, 65 infantry, 67 cavalry of the Fourth Regiment anc110 infantry of Tamauli­
pas Auxiliaries; Reynosa del Diaz, 2 superior officers, 10 officers, 89 infantry, 65 cav­
alry of the Fourth Regiment, 2 officers, 25 infantry of the Fift.h Squadron of Battal­
ion; Mat::unoras, 4 officers, 69 infantry of the Sixth Battalion, 2 superior officers, 82 
infantry of the Fifth S,quadron of Batta;lion; 1 snperior officer, 2 officers, 18 infantry, 
19 cavalry of the Third Auxiliaries, 3 officers, 19 infantry, 20 cavalry of the Fourth 
Auxiliaries. 

lJir. Foster to Seiior Cayetano Romero. 

DEP AR'l'lHENT OF STATE, 
lVashington, Jcmuary 4, 1893. 

l\'[y DEAR MR. RoMERO: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your 
note of the 1st instant, inclosing a clipping from the New York Times 
iu which it alleges that the 1\Iexicau Government maintains a military 
force of 2,727 men on their side of the Rio Grande. 

Yon state in your note that you understand from prior reports that 
our force in that vicinity numbers from 600 to 800 men. 

ln reply I beg to inform you that it is learned on inquiry of the War 
Department that the United States forces in the vicinity of the Rio 
Grande are about 1,800 men. 

Referring to a previous communication from you in which you in­
formed me that it was believed that some .Mexican soldiers were held 
prisoners at San Ignacio, Tex., I beg to advise you of the receipt by 
this Department of a dispatch from our consul-general at Nuevo Laredo 
informing us that it is claimed by the authorities at San Ygnacio that 
the Mexican troops remain on the Texas side partly beeause they prefer 
life in the United States, and also because they are afraid to return to 
1\Iexico, fearing punishment. 

Very truly, yours, 
JOHN W. FOSTER. 
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Senor Cayetano Romero to JJir. Foster. 

[Translation.] 

LEGATION OF MEXICO, 
lVctshington, Jcmt:ary, 5, 1893. (Received January 6.) 

MY DEAR lVIR. :FoS'l'ER: I have received your note of yesterday, 
whereby you are pleased to acknowledge the receipt of that which I 
addressed to you on the 18t instant, inclosing a clipping from a news­
paper which contained a statement of the number of troops that the 
Mexican Government has on the right bank of the Rio Grande, and to 
inform me, in reply, that from information received by you from theW ar 
Department it appears that the number of United States soldiers now 
in the vicinity of that river is about 1,800. 

You are pleased to apprise me, moreover, referring to a communication 
of mine of previous date, in which I stated that some Mexican soldiers 
were held as prisoners at San Ygnacio, Tex., that your Department bas 
received a dispatch from the U. S. consul-general at Nuevo Lare't'lo, in 
which he says that the authorities at San Ignacio declare that those 
soldiers have remained in Texas not only because they prefer to live 
in this country, but because they are . afraid of being punished if they 
return to Mexico. 

I this day transmit a copy of your aforesaid note to Mr~ Mariscal for 
his information, and, hoping that the War Department of this country 
will be pleased to act upon the suggestion which I took the liberty to 

_ make in my note of the 28th ultimo, viz, that a m~litary officer of rank 
should make an investigation with regard to the conflicting rumors that 
have been in circulation relative to the Mexican soldiers who are held 
at San Ignacio, Tex., as the best means .of eliciting the facts in the case. 

I am, etc., 
C. ROMERO. 

Senor Oayctnno R01nero to JJir. Foster. 

[Translation.) 

LEGATION OF MEXICO, 
TVashington, January 12, 1893. (Received January 13.) 

MR. SECRE'rARY: I have the honor, in pursuance of instruetious 
received from my Government, and refering to your Department note 
of the 27th ultimo, herewith to transmit to yon a copy of a detailed 
statement which I have received from the department of foreign rela­
tions of :Mexico, in which is given the number of troops now on the 
right bank of the Rio Grande. 

This number is, in the opinion of my Government, sufficient to pro­
teet our territory, and I take the liberty, in this connection, to call the 
attention of the U. S. Government to the fact that the outlaws have 
never been able to remain even for two days on the right bank of 
the Rio Grande, and thoRe who last crossed, since the occurrence at 
San Ignacio, were not able to remain on Mexican soil more than fifteen 
minutes, while another party was beaten in attempting to cross, being 
unable to reach the Mexican si<le. 

I avail, etc., 
C. ROMERO. 



DEPA_!lT::\IENT OF STATE, WAR, AND MARINE. 

Statement of Fede1·al detachments now on the f1·ontier between Paso del No1·te, in the State of Chihttahua, and Bagdad, Tamaulipas. 

States. ·where stationed. Corps. Officers in command. Superior 
officers. 

Sub­
altern 

officers. 
Men. IHorses. IMulcs. 

1---1---1---1---
I 

8~!~~ffa~~.::::::::l J~~~1~1:~ ~~~-:~-~~ ~: ~ ~~t~1~~m~~;~~~i;~: :::::::::.::: IjJ~tf~aJ¥!~~~~~.-ii-~~i~~;;;;:::: :~~~:~::: ::::::::: : ::~:::: :: ~ ~~ :::::::: :::::::: 
Piedms Negras .. -·- Twenty-sixth battalion ........... Teodoro Hernandez, first captain ........ __ ...... .......... 3 41 .............. .. 

Do ............... Twelft>l1re~iment ................ Miguel Sapien, adjntn,nt......................... .......... 4 52 57 2 
Guerrero ........... Fifth battalion ................... Antonio Villanneuva,second captain...................... 3 44 ............... . 

Do._............. Sixth corps of auxiliaries......... Concepcion Flo;res. ensign ........ _.............. .. .. . .. . .. 1 15 .............. .. 
Hidal_go ............... - .. do ........................... Martiniano Valdez, lieut-enant-colonel. ...... _... 1 2 75 .. . .. . .. 14 

Tamaulipas ........ J New 1.aredo ........ Fifth battalion .................. Vidal Pacheco, first captain............................... 5 9!J .............. .. 
Do ............... Thirteenth regiment .............. Luis Ceron, coloneL............................. 1 21 214 318 12 

San Ignaeio . . . . . . . . Fourth corps auxiliaries. . . . . • . . . . Eduardo Cerda, second captain (force unknown) ........ - - . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... . 
Guerrero ................. do ........................... S.Esqui>el,m~ior............................... 1 .......... 10 104 4 
Las Guerras........ Fourth regiment ...... _.......... Manuel G. Siordia, second captain............... .. .. . .. . .. 2 25 25 

Do ............... Auxiliaries from Nuevo Leon .......... do.............................................................. 10 ............... . 
Mier............. ••. Fourth regiment.................. Elenterio Rivas, lieutenant ...................... _......... 3 4fl 49 ...... .. 

Do ............... Fifth corps auxiliaries ............ .A.ndrb's Michel, general-colonel ..... . . .. • .. .. . .. 3 9 58 6-i 4 
Do ............... Sixth battalion ................... Lorenzo Garcia, general-colonel.................. 3 24 410 .. .. . . .. 32 
Do ............... .Auxiliaries from Nuevo Leon ......•... do.............................................................. 15 ............... . 

Gloria .................... do ................................. do.............................................................. 16 .............. .. 

Ca~r~~:::::::::::: r~~tFa~}~~;~~~~~ii~~~:::::::: {iii~~ai~~rr~~~~~:~~;;~~::::::::::::::::::::: ::::::::i: --------~- ~~ :~~::~~: :::::::: 
San M1guel .......•. Fourth reg1ment ...........•.••••• VICente .MaCias, heutenant-colonel.... .. . . . . .. .. . 1 4 6a 67 4 

Do ............... ..A.uxiliariesofTamaulipas .............. do.............................................................. 10 ............... . 
Reynosa de Diaz.... Fourth regiment.................. .Anastasio Hernandez, second captain .. .. • • • . . . . . . . . . . ... . 2 · 30 30 ....... . 
Reynosa .................. do .. . .. .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . • . .. . .. .Antonio Mamero, colonel........................ 2 10 89 65 3 

Do ............... Fifth Rquare of battalion ......... Enrique Moreno, second captain................. ...... .... 2 25 ............... . 
Do ............... .Auxiliaries of Tamaulipas ............. do.............................................................. 10 ............... . 

Matam(lros .. • • . • • • . Sixth battalion . .. .. .. .. .. .. . • .. • • Fernando Rojas, first captain ..... _.............. .. .. . .. .. . 4 69 ............... . 
Do ............... Fifth square of battalion ......... Gonzalo Rios, coloneL........................... 2 8 82 ........ 7 

Do ............... Fourth corps of auxiliaries ....... Rafael Trevino, ensign .......................... =~--~ --~--2_0_ .:...:..:..:..:...:..:..:. 
Do ............... Third corp!> of auxiliaries ........ Donaciano Felix, lieutenant-colonel............. 1 2 1 181 19 ~ ----···· 

Total •••••• --1-. .. . . .. . . . . .......... . .. . . . . .. . . . .. . . .. . .. . .. . . .. . . . ... . . .. . . .. . ... .. . ... . . ............ ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 16 I 1251 1, 743 843 I 82 

NOTE.-The acting commander of the second zone is Gen. Col. .Jose Ma, Rangel. The acting: commander of the third zone is Gen. Col. .Jose del Valle. The eommander 
of the fourth zone is Brig. Gen. Emiliano Lajero. The otfioer in command of the Laredo line is Col. Luis Ceron, of the cavalry. The officer in command of the line between 
Mier and Guerrero is Gen. Col. L. Garcia. 

NOTE.-On the night of December 13, 1892, 60 men of the twenty-sixth battalion left Monterey for Laredo by rail, :mel on the morning of the same day 40 men of the 
thirteenth regiment marched for the same place by ordinary road. On the 21st of the same month 100 foot soldiers left for the same place by rail. 

R. ECHENIQUE, 

IJITY OF MEXICO, December Z6, 1892. 
The Colonel Commanding the First Division. 
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Seiioi· Gayeta·no Rmnero to Jlfr. Foster. 

[Trauslation.l 

LEGATION OF J\fEXJCO, 
Washin.r;ton, Jctnuary 12, 1893. (Received January 13.) 

l\fr. SECTIETA1~Y: I have tlle honor, in pursuance of instructions 
received from Mr . .1\'Iariscal, secretary of foreign relations of Mexico, 
herewith to inclose a copy of a communication addressed to that officer 
on the l6tl1 ultimo by the consul of tlle Republic at Rio Grande City, 
Tex., suggesting tllat it would be well for the U. S. Government to 
station detachments of Federal troops at the fords of the Rio Grande, 
between that place and Laredo, so as to render it difficult for the lligh­
waymen who assemble and organize in Texas to cross that river. 'rLc 
Government of Mexico hopes that this suggestion will be adopted, 
shwe it does not doubt that its adoption would be productive of good 
results. 

Be pleased to accept, etc. 
C. ROMERO. 

[Inclosure-Translation.] 

Seno1· Leal to Senor Mm··iscal. 

No. 31.] CONSL'LATF. OF MEXICO, 
Rio Gritncle City, Tex., December JC, 1892. 

'l'he officer in command of Fort Ringgold called to see me to-day at my office, und 
in speaking of the recent occurrences at the Snn Ignacio rn.nc!J, a report of which I 
hacl the honor to send to the department under your charge in my dispatch of the 
13th instant (No. 30), I took the libeTty to sug:g:est to him that it wonl<l be well 
for detachments of Federal tToops to be stationed. at the fords of the Wo Grande on 
the Texas side, inasmuch as the crossing of outlaws as into Mexican territory might 
thereby be prevented. 

The said officer told me in reply that the idea seemed to him to be a good one, but 
that he would have to consult the officer in command of the Department of Texas on 
the subject. 

I have, Mr; Minister, addressed 5, communication relative to this matter to Don 
Plntarco Ornelas, at San Antonio, Tex., Teqnesting him to call on the officer com­
manding the department, and to point out to him the advisability of stationing 
snch detachments at the fords of the Rio Grande between this city and Laredo. 

It is my belief, Mr. Minister, that this measure, if adopted, would be productive 
of the best results, and that the presence of Federal troops in those places would 
prevent any further incursions into-our territoTy by those criminals. 

I have tlw honor to communicate this to yon for your information, and to reiterate 
to you the assurances of my very distinguished consideration and most profound 
respect. 

ALBERTO LEAL. 

Mr. Foster to Sefior Cayetano Romero. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washingto·n, Janttm·y 19, 1893. 

SrR: I have the honor to acknowle<lge the receipt of your notes of 
12th instant and to say that I have communicated to the Secretary of War 
the suggestion that tbe U. S. Government station troops at the fords 
of the Rio Grande between Rio Grande City a11cl Laredo, and also the 
statement which you send me relative to the Mexican forces now on 
the right bank of that river. 

Accept, etc., 
JOHN W. FOS1'ER. 
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Mr. Foster to Senor Ca!;etano Romero. 

DIBPAR1'l\fEN1' OF STATE, 
Washington, Jcmuary 23, 1893. 

SrR: I have the honor to say that I hastened to make known to the 
Secretary of War the contents of Mr. Mariscal's note of 31st ultimo, 
left here by you on the 13th instant, in which were communicated cer­
tain suggestions on the subject of preventing hostile incursions into 
Mexico front the Texas border; and I now transmit a copy of a letter 
giving his views in the matter, which, while they appear to be mainly 
in accord with those of your Government, indicate the conditions which 
interfere with the adoption of the proposed expedient of providing for 
reciprocal crossing of the frontier by troops of both countries. 

Accept, etc., 
JOHN W. FOSTER. 

[Inclosure.] 

Mr. Elkins to M1·. Foster. 

\V AR DEP ARTJ\IENT, 
WASHINGTON, January 19, 1893. [Received January 21.] 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 13th inskmt 
inclosing for my confidential information a copy of a dispatch from tho minister of 
foreign affairs of the Republic of Mexico, delivered to you uy the charge d'affaires 
of that Government in this city, in relation to the pursuit of outlaws on the frontier, 
to which you invite my attention, and especially to the two recommendations made 
by the minister respecting the movement of troops, concerning which you request 
the views of the Department at as early a date as practicable. 

The communication of the minister was referred to the Major-General Commanding 
the Army, and I invite attention to the inclosed Jetter from him, dated the 17th 
instant, expressing his views on the subject, in which I concur. 

The suggestim1 relative to the disposition of the United States troops and the 
Mexican troops on the lookout for these outlaws, the Major-General Commanding 
the Army remarks in his letter, is a timely one, and the suggestion will be conveyed 
from the headquarters of the Army to the commanding general, Department of Texas, 
for his guidance. 

Very respectfully, 

Gen. Schofield to Mr. Elkins. 

S. B. EU(INS, 
Sec1'etm·y of Wa1·. 

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, Washington, D. C., Janua1'y 1'7, 1893. 
SIR: Referring to the copy, furnished yon by t.he State Department, of a dispatch 

from the minister of foreign affairs of the Republic of Mexico to the charge 
d'affaires of that Government in this city, and dated December 31, 1892, I have the 
honor to offer the following suggestions: 

Preventive measures have not in any country been found Emfficient to always p.re­
vent attempts at crime, nor always to prevent some success in such attempts. It 
can not be hoped to accomplish even so desirable an object as this always without 
the employment of means largely in excess of those which any government has 
regarded itself as justifiable m employing. 

Considering the physical features of the border country between the United States 
and Mexico, and the character of a large portion of the population inhabiting that 
country on either side of the boundary line, it is not strange that the general 
experience of these and other nations should have found no exception there, and yet 
the number of successful incursions from the one side to the other of the Rio Grande 
has in fact been very small, and the damage done not very great. The vigilance 
of the military forces of the two nations on either side of the river has sufficed to 
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ma.ke such lawless attempts very dangerous and unpro:titallle to tho criminal whose 
robber designs have been only thinly veiled under a pretense of political purpose. 

The military force""employed by the United States on that frontier has beeu, aud now 
is, quite as large in proportion to the service required as the aggregate strength of 
the Army will permit, a,ud it is believed as brge as the international obligations of 
the United States require. It is believed that future attempts at such lawless 
incursions from Texas into Mexico should be deterred by the pursuit, arrest, and 
punishment of criminals who have heretofore been engaged in such lawless acts, rather 
than by a large military force constantly on guard along the Rio Grande, and this 
for various reasons, among others, the manifest fact that such guarding of the border 
would do nothing to change the character or purpose of the lawless population in 
that part of the country on either side of the river, and wonhl make it certain that 
whenever any other military exigency should cause the troops to be withdmwn 
these criminal raids into Mexico would immediately be renewed without risk to the 
criminals. This pursuit and arrest and punishment of those who have thus violated 
the neutrality laws of the United States devolves primarily upon the civil authorities 
of the Government, or of the State of Texas. In this work the troops can only aid 
the United States marshals as a part of their posse. 

This leads to the ma.nifest conclusion respecting the suggestion of the Mexican 
Government, that the troops of either country may, in pursuit of lawless ra.iders, 
follow them across the river into the territory of the other country. Since not eYen 
the troops of the United States can, independently of the civil authority, make such 
pursuit in the State of Texas, hut must do so in aiel of the marsl1al's posse, far less would 
it he possible for the troops of a foreign nation to clothe same thing. Indeed, in the 
arrangement heretofore made between t.he United States and Mexico for the pursuit 
of savage Indians across the line, the stipulation wp,s made, it is believed, at the 
instance of the Mexican Government, that this should only take place in a portion of 
the country which is wild, mountainous, and uninhabited by civilized people. It 
would be manifestly impossible for either country to allow the troops of the other to 
pursue even savage Indians into a territory of the other country inhabited by citi­
zens. 

The Mexican minister makes one suggestion whick I am happy to appreciate as 
very timely, namely, thM in the disposition of the United States troops on the 
one side and of the Mexican troops on the other such concert of action may be had 
between the commanding officers of the two forces as to double the effect, by sta­
tioning the Mexican troops at one crossing and those of the United States at another 
alternately. I will immediately convey to the commanding general, Department of 
Texas, this suggestion for his guidance. 

Very respectfully, 
J. M. SCHOFmLD, 

Major-General Cornmand·ing. 

Mr. Foster to Sefior Oa,yetano Romero. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, February 1,1893. 

SIR: I have the honor to inclose a copy of communications from the 
Secretary of War relative to the capture by our troops of the l>audits, 
Francisco Bm1avides, Pruilencio Gonzales, and Cecilio Eeheverria. 

Accept, etc., 
JoHN W. Fos'rER. 

[Inclosure.] 

Gen. Wheaton to the Adjutant-General. 

[Telegram.] 

8-AN ANTONIO, TEX., January 23, 1893. 
I have the honor to report an important success by our troops on the Rio Grande 

border. Francisco nenaYides, the bandit chief who led tho murderous attack on 
the Mexican outpost opposite Ban Ignacio, on the lOth ultimo, was captured yester­
day by a detachment of Third Cavalry, commanded by Lieut. J. T. Dickman, Third 
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Cavalry, is, with two other important uandit leaders, now a prisoner in camp of Capt. 
Cllase's squadron at Balunrte Han ell, Zapata County, Tex. Following received from 
Capt. Geo. F. Chase, Tllird c~walry, commanding reserve squadron, Troops D anll K, 
Third Cavalry, in the field, from Fort Sam Houston, dated Baluarte Ranch, Jan-
uary 22: , 

"Lieut. Dickman, while scouting from this camp with detachments of D ann K 
troops, Lieuts. vValker and Conran, captured Francisco Benavides and Prudencio 
Gonzales, leaders in the San Ignacio raid. They are now prisone1·s in my camp." 

.And following, dated January 23: 
"Dickman has returned to camp. He had a sharp fight with a party of bandits 

yesterday afternoon. Itresnlted in wounding and captnring Echeverria, a car>tain, 
and one of the most de1:-lpera te of the bandits, a deserter fi·om the Mexican army, who 
emptied every cartridge in his Winchester before he was captured. Sergt. Kramp, 
with three men of D troop, captured the bandit chiefs Benavides and Gommles. 
They saw the bandits first and laid for them in the brush. The officers and men of 
the squadron have worked night and day through cold and storm, conducting them­
selves with bmvery, patience, and judgment worthy of commendation during the 
execution of tile plans for the capture of the bandit leaders. Chase, captain com­
manding." 

[Inclosure 2.] 

FRANK WHEATON, 
B1·igadier-General Commanding. 

General Wheaton to the Adjutant-Gm1eral. 

[Telegram.] 

SAN .ANTONIO, TEX., Jannary 25, 1893. 
I report that bandit leaders Francisco Benavides, Cecilio Echeverria, and Prnden­

cio Gonzales, captnred by our troops on the 21st, are now in the hands of the U. S. 
deputy marshals, having ueen turned over to them in pursuance of my orders 
by the commander of my reserve squadron now in the field. The last-named pris­
oner, Gonzales, has just reached San Antonio under charge of Lieut. Dickman, Third 
Cavalry, his captor, and is here in jail. Bandits Echeverria and Benavides are 
under a strong guard of regular troops, being taken to Rio Grande City, near Fort 
Ringgold, by the two deputy marshals in charge of them, likely to arrive to-day. 
They left camp of our troops on the Baluarte on 23cl. Senor Plutarco Ornelos, consul 
for Mexico, has this clay made requisite official affidavits before U. S. Commis­
sioner L. F. Price, extradition commissioner for the west~:~rn judicial district 
of the United States, for the extradition of these several prisoners to Mexico to answer 
tllere for crimes they are believed to have committed, in the interest of good order 
and quiet on th~ Rio Grande border, so long disturbed by these renegades and their 
sympathizers. I earnestly hope that the application of Consul Ornclos may be 
favored hy the Government. Consul Ornelos has to-day communicated his action 
before the U.S. extradition commissioner here to Minister Romero in Washington. 

FRANK WHEATON, 
B1·igaclie1·- Geneml, Commanding. 

Senor Oa.yetano Romero to JJir. Foster. 

[Translation .] 

LEGATION OF MEXICO, 
Wa.shi·ngton, Febrlta1''Y 2, .1893. (Received February 2.) 

Mr. SECRETARY: I have had the honor to receive your note of yester­
day, inclosing a copy of two communications which had been tram~mitted 
to you by the honorable Acting Secretary of vVar, both from Gen. 
Frank Wheaton, in command of the Military Department. of Texas, 
reporting the capture on the 22d ultimo, by a detachment of U. S. 
troops, commanded by J...~ieut. J. C. Dickman, Third Cavalry, of Fran­
cisco Benavides, Prudencio Gonzales, and Cecilio Echeverria, who 
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took a prominent part in the attack on San Ignacio, and committed 
the atrocious murders of the Mexican officers aud soldiers who were 
doing garrison duty at that place, and also the steps which have been 
taken by the consul of Mexico at San Antonio, before Hon. L. F. 
Price, U. S. extradition commissioner, for the western judicial district 
of Texas, to secure the extradition of the aforesaid outlaws, which 
Gen. Wheaton hopes will receive the support of this Government iu 
the interest of _good order and peace on that fi·ontier. 
' I thank you for transmitting these communications of Gen. Wheaton 
to me, and I shall communicate them to my government without delay, 
not doubting that it will be glad to be informed of the capture of these 
criminals and especially of the steps which have been taken to secure 
their extradition, which steps it is to be hoped will be successful. 

The zeal displayed by the U. S. troops in puJ.'Suing the outlaws (they 
having suffered the privations and hardships which are· inseparable 
from such a pursuit in that part of the country) is worthy of the high­
est praise, while their success in capturing the outlaws in question 
reflects great credit upon those who effected the capture. 

Be pleased to accept, etc., 
0. ROMERO. 

Seiior Cayetano Rom,ero to 111r. Foster. 

[Translation.] 

LEGATION OF MEXICO, 
lYashington, Febncci1·y 6, 1893. (Received February 6.) 

1\fr. SECRE'l'ARY: The Government of :Mexico, desiring to take meas­
ures to defeud the national territory by punishing the marauders who 
organize in D nited States territory and periodically cross, in armed 
bands, for the purpose of committing arson, robbery, and murder on. tlw 
soil of lYiexico, and also to put a stop to their incursions, is of the 
opinion that it would be well for each Government to apprise the other 
of the measures which it thinks proper to tal\e in its territory to pre­
vent these bands from meeting and organizing, and to punish them if 
they enter the territory of the other .• 

The Government of Mexico has a force stationed on its Texan fron­
tier sufficient to annihilate any marauders who may cross, if they will 
fight, and this ~as been shown by the fact that in none of the various 
incursions which they have made during the past three years have they 
been able to remain on :Mexican soil for more than two days. Our 
efforts are frustrated, however, by the circumstance that, when the 
invaders are attacked by Mexican troopb, they cross to United States 
territory, where they can not be pursued by our forces. 

My Government thinks that it would perhaps be premature to pro­
pose to that of the United States an arrangement similar to that con­
cluded for the pursuit of hostile savage Indians, according to which the 
troops of either countrymight cross to the territory of the other in pursuit 
of those armed bands of outlaws and marauders organized in the territory 
of the other which have no political character. Perhaps, if this state of 
things continues, the U. S. Government may hereafter think proper 
to propose the conclusion of such an arrangement to that of Mexico. 
For the present, it would be well for the War Department of each 
of the countries interested to inform the other what forces it proposes 
to assign to preserve the peace on its frontier8, and what system it pro-
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poses to adopt for the attainment of this end, so that, both acting in 
eoucert, the purpose had in view by both governments might be more 
easily accomplished. 

I have, consequently, received instructions from .Mr. J\1ariscal to 
make this statement to you, and to inform you at the same time, as I 
hereby have the honor to do, as a cpnsequence thereof, that the Gov­
ernment of Mexico now has on the frontier the forces mentioned i11 the 
accompanying table, which are considered amply sufficient to destroy 
any armed band that may cross to Mexican territory, and that the offi­
cers in command of said forces have been instructed to station detach­
ments at all the fords of the Rio Grande, so as to prevent the crossing 
of marauders who have organized and armed themselves in United 
States territory, or to punish them if they succeed in crossing. Timely 
information communicated by the officers in comm nd of our forces to 
those of the U. S. forces will conduce to the preservation of peace 
on both sides of the Rio Grande, and if these views meet the approval 
of the Government of the United States of America, the officers in 
command of the Mexican forces will be instru,cted to carry them out. 

I avail, etc., 
C. ROMERO. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE SPECIAL STAFF CORPS-MEXICO. 

Tables showing the Pecleral force~ now in the Thi1'd anfl Fonrth .MilUaJ'Y Zones, comp1'ising 
tJw States of Coahuila, ~Nuevo Leon, and Tamaulipcts. 

Men. Horses. Mules. 

-------------------1------------
Third Zone: 

Fifth Battalion of Infantry ....... ' ............. _ .. .. 
Twenty-sixth Battalion of Infantry ............... . 

569 
559 

32 
32 

Third Square of Battalion . _ .... _ .................. . 

3 
3 
1 
3 
3 
3 

34 
33 
11 
33 
34 

116 ............... . 
Twelfth Regiment ................................. . 
Tnirtcenth Regiment .............................. . 
Sixth Troop Auxiliary Cavalry _ ................... . 

Fourth Zone: 
9 

398 
379 
155 

424 
429 
155 

32 
32 
14 

Sixtl1 Battalion of Infantry......................... 3 31 603 32 
Eighteenth Battalion of Infantry_ ...... _. __ ........ 3 28 540 14 
Fifth Square of Battalion ................... _....... 2 10 105 7 
Fourth Regiment -........................... __ ... _. 33 401 348 6 

. Third Troop Auxiliary Cavalry._ ........ _.......... 10 91 92 4 
Fourth Troop Auxiliary Cavalry _.................. 9 79 104 4 
Fifth Troop Auxiliary Cavalry _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 12 89 04 4 

Total ......................................... --36 --287 j4, 084 1,646 -213 

A copy: 

MEXICO, January, 23, 1893. 

M. ASPIROZ, 
Ohiej Ole1·k. 

Mr. Foster to Senor Cayetano Romero .. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, February 10, 1893. 

SIR: I l1ave the honor to state that the contents of your note of 6th 
instant, in which you make known the views of your Government on 
the subject of more effectively pursuing the armed disturbers of the 
peace on the border through greater concert of action by the troops of 
both governments, have. been communicated to the Secretary of War. 

Accept, etc., 
JOHN W. FOSTER. 

r 
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1J1.r. Wha.rton to Senor Cayetano Romero. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
TVashington, Fcbructry 23, 1893. 

MY DEAR MR. ROlVIERO: I beg to say, for your information, that 
according to a letter of 20th instant from the vVar Department, Deputy 
U.S. Marshal Martiniarard, arrested on the lOth instant at San Ignacio, 
Tex., Isidoc Ereda and Quiocino, supposed to have aided the bandits 
who have lately disturbed the peace of Mexico. 

They have been held. 
I am, etc., 

WILLIAM F. WHARTON, 
Acting Secretary. 

Mr. lVlutrton to Seiior Cayetano Romero. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
TVashington, Febructry 25, 1893. 

MY DEAR MR. RolV1ERO: I beg to say that a letter has been received 
from the War Department, of date the 23d instant, from which it appears 
that on the 18th of this month "15 bandit prisoners and 4 others 
who surrendered" were brought to Fort Ringgold by Uapt. Bourke, U. 
S. Army. A telegram of 18th instant (communicated in the above), 
from Gen. Wheaton expresses a hope "to be able soon to report the 
capt1ire of all the San Ignacio murderers." 

I am, etc. 
WILLIAM F. WHARTON, 

Acting Secretary. 

Mr. Gresham to Sefior Romero. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, 1Jfarch 15, 1893. 

J\fy DEAR 1\fR. ROMERO: I beg to state that, as appears by a letter 
of the War Department of the 1st instant, tile following named San 
Ignacio bandits, to wit: Julian F1ores, Librado Gutierrez, Dionicio 
Salaza, Gregorio Jueborro, (~)Clemente Gutierrez, Jose Maria Moralez, 
and Aniceto Treviiio, surrendered on the 25th ultimo to Captain J aek­
son, Seventh U. S. Cavalry, near Carrizo. 

The letter adds that in a recent encounter, the bandit Magus de Aqua, 
who murdered Scout Glover in January, 1892, was killed. 

I learn, also, by a communication from the same Department, of 11th 
instant, that on the 8th of this month, Fernandez Salinas said to have 
been Garza's private secretary, and Rafael Ramirrez, in command at 
San Ignacio, were arrested. The letter adds that' Tomas Cuellar, 
Procopio Gutierrez, and Amando Garcia, surrendered at Carrizo on 7tll 
instant. 

I am, etc., 
. w. Q. GI~ESHAM. 
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Sefior Rfmiero to llfr. G'resharn. 

[ Trans1ation.] 

LEGA'l'ION OF MEXICO, 
Washington, March 16, 1893. (Received March 17.) 

MY DEAR MR. GRESHAM: I had the honor to receive the letter of 
yesterday's date which you were pleased to address to me in which you 
inform me that from two communications from the U. S. War Depart­
ment of 1st and 11th instant it appears that the following bandits 
surrendered to Capt. Jackson of the Seventh Cavalry near Carrizo, 
Tex., who were engaged in the attack on the l\iexican town of San 
Ignacio on the lOth of last December: Julian Flores, Librado Gutier­
rez, Diouicio Salazar, Gregorio Jueborro(~) Clemente Gutierrez, Jose 
l\laria Morales, Aniceto Trevifio, Tomas Cuellar, Procopio Gutierrez, 
and Amando Garcia; that Fernando Salinas, said to have been private 
secretary to Garza, and Rafael Ramirez, one of the leaders of the 
attack, were also arrested, and that in a recent encounter, Manga de 
Agna was killed, who in January, 1892, assassinated the explorer Glover. 

It is very satisfactory to me and it will be equally so to the Govern­
ment of Mexico to observe the diligence shown by the troops of the 
U. S. Regular Army in arreHting and delivering to the proper judge 
the bandits organized in Texas, who attacked the :Mexican town of San 
Ignacio, because in this way, and being certain that their crimes will 
not go unpunished under pretext of wishing to give them a political 
coloring, it is very probable that they will abstain from committing 
like offenses, which, besides the consequent results to the perpetrators, 
may have that of affecting the good relations existing on the frontiers 
of two neighboring and friendly nations. 

I am, etc., 
1\f. ROMERO. 

Mr. Gresham to Seiior Romero. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
TYashington, March 18, 1893. 

_MY DEAR MR. RmvrERO: I beg to state that, as I learn by a letter 
of the War Department of 15th instaut, there reached Forti' Ringgold 
on the 12th instant the bandits ~Tesus Sandoval, Chico Procopio San­
doval, Secundino Ramirez, Juan Maldonado, Eslas Ybanez, and Juan 
Guerra, who surrendered, they said, by reason of" the constant round­
ing up of ra11ches by troops." 

I am, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 

Senor Rmnero to Mr. Gresham. 

[Translation.] 

LEGA'l'ION OF MEXICO, 
Wa,shington, llfarch 18, 1893. (Received 1\1 arcli 20.) 

MY DEAR MR. GRESHAlVI: I have the honor to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of this date in which you inform me that a letter 
of the 15th instant from the War Department has communicated ~o 
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you that on the 12th instant the bandits Jesus Sandoval, Chico Proco­
pio Sandoval, Secundino Ramirez, Juan Maldonado, Eslas Ibaiiez, 
and Juan Guerra, arrived at Fort Hinggold, having ·Surrendered, they 
said, because of the constant vigilance of the troops on the ranches. 

The circumstance that a considerable number of the bandits who 
took part in the late incursions into 1\'Iexico, after organization in Texas, 
should have surrendered shows the efficacy of the pursuit of them by 
the agents of the U. S. Government, and is in contrast with the leni­
ency manifested during the first two raids, one led by Ruiz Sandoval 
and the other by Catarino Garza. 

It is very satisfactory to observe that the active and efficacious pur­
snit of these bandits is bearing fruit, and I believe that in future there 
will be no further invasions of a friendly country like those which have 
occurred in the last three years. 

l remain, etc., 
J\1, ROMERO. 

Mr. Gresham to Sefior Romero. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, llfa1·ch 30, 1893. 

MY DEAR J\iR. ROMERO: I beg to inform you tuat, as appears by 
two letters of the War Department of 28th instant, the bandit Maximo 
Martinez surrm1dered to our troops at Camp Carrizo on 22cl instant, 
together with his followers, A. Arambula and E. Martivero, while t,he 
ba11dit Juan J\ianuel Zarrate has been captured and brought to Fort 
Ringgold. 

I am, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAl\f, 

Mr. Gresham to Senor R01nero. 

DEP .AR1'l\IENT OF STATE, 
Washington, March 31, 1893. 

SIR: Referring to the note of your legation of 6th ultimo, submitting 
certain propositions from the Government of Mexico for the better pur­
suit of lawless characters on the Rio Grande border, I have the honor 
to inclose a copy of a letter of the major-general commanding the Army 
concurring in the propositions mentioned. 

In communicating these views on the 29th instant, the Secretary of 
War states that the recommendation at the close of Gen. Schofield's 
letter herewith, wi~l be carried out. 

Accept, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 

[Inclosure.] 

Gen. Schofield to Mr. Larnont. 

HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
Washington, D. C., Fcbruw·y 2C, 1893. 

After full consideration of the communication herewith returned to vou from the 
Mexican charge d'affaires to the Secretary of State, dated February 6, v1893, I have 
the honor to remark as follows: 
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I conlially concur in the suggestion of the Mexican Government to the effect that 
timely information be communicated by the ofii.cers in command of the forces on 
either side of tho H.io Grande to those commanding the corresponding forces oa the 
orposite side, of any movement of a lawless character, either from the United States 
into Mexico, or the reverse, so that the earliest possible action may be taken for the 
attack, pursuit, and capture of all engaged in such lawless euterpriscs: Also, that on 
the United States side of the Rio Grande, as well as on t.he Mexican, detachments be 
stationed at all the fords of the river, so as to preven1; the crossing of marauders in 
either direction without being exposed to immediate pursuit and attack by the 
forces of the two Governments on the one side or the other of the river. 

The difficulty encountered by the United States forces is the same in kind, but 
much greater in degree, than that experienced by the Mexican troops, for the reason 
that the mnramlers db not appear in organized bands on the American side of the 
river, especially nfter haYing commitLed their depredations in Mexico. 'flley do not 
offer an o1Jject of attack for even a single t1 oop of cavalry on the American .side, 
wbile on the Mexican side they must appear, foT a short time at least, in organized 
forces in order to commit the depredations which they design. The Mexican troops 
therefore arc given some, although •unsatisfactory,· opportunity to attack and pursue 
tbem. 

The function of the United States can only be to assist the civil officers in the pur­
suit and arrest of the marauders after they have returned from Mexico, and some­
times to prevent, as far as possible, their crossing into Mexico, this latter, however, 
being exceedingly difficult, because tbey may cross even individually or in very 
small numbers so as not to attract attention. 

It is not possible to say for any definite period of the future how large a force it 
may be found expedient or necessary to station in Texas for the important service 
required there. But in view of the nature of that service the force need not be so 
large ns that on the other side of the river, for the reason that under no circum­
stances can anything more than the very small detachments be required, either to 
prevent the crossing into Mexico or for the pursuit of the criminals after they Teturu. 

It is respectfully Tecommended that the Adjutant-General selHl a copy of the com­
munication herein referred to from the Mexican Government to the commanding 
general Department of Texm; "'ith instructions to act in accordance with the spirit 
of the snggestious therein contained. 

Very respectfully, etc., 
J. M. SCHO:FIELD, 

Major-Geneml Commanding. 

JJ[r. Gresham to Sefim· Romero. 

DEP AR'l'l\fENT OF STATE, 
TV ashington, April 21, 1893. 

l\fy DEAR l\1R. HoMERO: I beg to state that, as appears by letters 
of lOth instant from the Secretary of War, an important bandit named 
Homan Garcia surrendered to our trool_Js at Carrizo on 14th instant, 
and on the s~tme day another bandit, J esns Flores, surrendered at Fort 
Hinggold. 

I am, ete., 
W. Q. GRESII.A.M. 

Mr. Adee to ScFior Romero. 

DEP .A.RTl\fENT OF STATE, 
W ctshington, Ap,ril27, 1893. 

My DEAR MR. RoMERO: I beg to state that as I learn from a letter 
of 24th instant, of the War Department, Lieut. West and detachment 
captured Pedro Garcia on the 19th instant. It is understood that 
Garcia is one of the disturbers of the peace of the border. 

I am, etc., 
ALVEY A. ADEE, 

A.ct,ing Secretary. 
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Scii.or Romero to JJ[r. Greshmn. 

[Translation.) 

LEGATION OF ]\fEXICO, 
New York, April 28, 1893. (Received May 4.) 

Mr. SECRETARY: I have the honor to inform you that I have received 
a note from Senor J\1arisca1, secretary of foreign atfairs of the Govern­
ment of the United States of Mexico, dated City of Mexico, the 13th 
instant, which incloses a complaint from the collector of customs on 
the frontier at Camargo, Tamaulipas, that a colored soldier of the Army 
of the United States of America, on two different days, the 8th aml 
9th instants, fired several times on the sentry box of that custom-house. 

I request that you will be kind enough to coJlect the real details of 
this affair, and should the facts prove to be such as have been commu­
nicated to the Government of Mexico, I do not doubt that that of the 
United States will commit the responsible party to too proper judge 
and put an end the abuse. 

Accept, etc., 
l\1. HoniERo. 

Mr. Gresham to Sefior Romero. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, JJfay 3, 1893. 

J.\fy DEAR MR. Rol\IERO: I beg to state that, as appears by a letter 
of the War Department of 1st instant, Lieut. Walker, Third Cavalry, 
has captured Delfino Garcia, one of Ma11gua de Agua men-a disturber, 
as understood, of the peace on the border. 

I am, etc., 
W. Q, GRESHAnf. 

Seiior Ronwro to JJfr. Greshmn. 

[Translation .] 

LEGA'l'ION OF MEXICO, 
Washington, Ju.ne 9, 1893. (Received June 9.) 

Mr. SECRETARY : On ·the 28th of April last I had the hon-)r to 
address to you a note in which, by order of the Government of Mexico 
I complained that a colored solllier of the U. S. Army lmd on the 8th 
and 9th of that month fired his rifle on the north sentry box of the 
frontier town of Uamargo, situated in the state of Tamaulipas on the 
margin of the River Bravo del Norte. For this reason I requested 
you that if after the proper investigation by. the Department of State 
the facts should prove to be as had been cornmuuimtted to the Govern­
ment of Mexico, I hoped that that of the United States would consign 
the responsible party to the respective judge, in order to have this 
abuse put an end to. · 

I have not as yet had the honor to receive a reply from your Depart­
ment to said note, and unfortunately it does not appear that necessary 
measures llave beeu taken to prevent the_ abuse, or that these have not 

• 
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been sufficient to avoid the repetition of it, as I have just received 
a telegram from Senor Mariscal, secretary for foreign affairs of the 
United States of :Mexico, dated yesterday, in which he tells me that on 
the 2d instant soldiers of the U. S. Army again fired upon our sentry 
box at Camargo, and he instructs me to repeat my complaint to the 
Government of the United States of that proceeding, and to ask it tG 
order more efficacious measlues to prevent the repetition of similar 
offenses. 

Aware of your justice and integrity, I believe it will suffice to r~port 
to you this repeated occurrence of the act, and to call your attcution 
to the circumstance that the provisions that may have been taken on 
account of my previous complaint have not proved adequate, to hope 
that on this occasion measures may be concerted necessary to avert 
the repetition of this abuse. 

Accept, etc., M Ro R , ME 0. 

Mr. Gresham to Senor Romero. 

DEPARTMENT OF S1'.A.TE, 
Washington, J ·une 10, 1893. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 
28th of April)ast, in which complaint is made of the firing upon the 
sentry box of the custom-house at Camargo, Tamaulipas, by a colored 
soldier of the U.S. Army. 

A copy of your note was immediately laid before the Secretary of 
War for investigation of the circumstances, and I am now in receipt of 
his reply, dated the 8th instant. 

In submitting the reports of the milit~try authorities on the subject, 
copies of which I inclose herewith, the Secret<:l!ry invites the attention 
to the fact that it is not possible to determine what men were on the 
river bank opposite the custom-house sentry box on any particular day, 
as the bank at that place is virtually a part of the post and is visited 
daily by many of the garrison. He adds that the commanding officer 
at Fort Ringgold, Tex., has been instructed to take such measures as 
will prevent any like occurrence in the future. 

Accept, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 

[Inclosure.] 

Copy of indorsements and accompanying correspondence from commanding gen­
eral, Department of Texas, on letter from Department of State of May 8, ultimo, 
inclosing copy of a note from the Mexican minister, resident in the city, accom­
panying revort received from Mexican Government, that a colored soldier of the 
U. S. Army had, on the 8th or 8th of April, fired several times on the sentry box 
of the custom-house at Camargo, Tamaulipas, Mexico, and asks War Department 
to take proper action in the case. 
Referred from War Department to Adjutant-General. 

[First indorsement.] 

ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Washington, May 10, .l893. 

Respectfully referred to the commanding general, Department of Texas, for inves­
tigation and report. 

These papers to be returneil to this office with report. 
By command of Maj. Gen. Schofield. 

FR--29 

H. C. CORBIN, 
.Assistant Adjutant-General.. 
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[Second indorsement.] 

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTl\ffiNT OF TEXAS, 
San Antonio, May 31, 1893. 

Respectfully returned to the Adjutant-General of the Army inviting attention to 
the inclosed report of the commanding officer, Fort Ringgold, in this cas~. 

The commancling officer at Fort Ringgold, the nearest post to Rio Grande City, 
has been instructed uy me to take such measures as will prevent any like occurrence 
in the future. · 

FRANK "\VHEATON, 
B1·'igaclie1·- G mwral, Cornmandi ng. 

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS, 
AssiSTANT ADJUTANT-GENERAI/s OFFICE, 

San Antonio, Tex., May 15, 1893. 
Co~MANDING OFFICER, Fort Ringgold, Tex.: 

Sm: I have the honor to inclose herewith correspondence received from head­
quarters of the Army, purporting that a colored soldier had, on April 8 and 9, fired 
several times on the sentry box of the custom-house at Camargo, Tamaulipas, 
Mexico, and to say the commanding general directs that yon make a thorough 
investigation of this case and submit your repo;rt thereof with return of these 
papers to these headquarters. 

Very respectfully, 

[First indorsement.] 

J.P. MARTIN, 
Assistant Adjutant- General. 

FORT RINGGOLD, TEX., May 25,1893. 
Respectfully returned to the Assistant Adjutant-General, Department of Texas, 

required report inclosed. 

FORT RINGGOLD, TEX., May 25, 1893. 
Sm: In connection with the letter from your office of the 15th instant I have the 

honor to submit the following report: 
This affair was reported to me by the Mexican consul at Rio Grande City about ten 

days after it took place. I investigated it at that time, but could not obtain any 
information as to the identity of the man who fired the shots. The witnesses being 
positive, 'however, that the man was one of the detachment of Seminole Indinu 
scouts, I gave such orders as would prevent them from having their arms for hnnt­
ing or other purposes in the vicinity of the post. 

It was impossible to obtain information showing what men were on the river bank 
opposite the custom-house sentry box on any particular uay, as the bank at that 
place is virtually a part of the post, and is visited daily by many of the garrison. 

Upon receipt of this letter I requested the consul to again try to find some one 
from the opposite side who could identify the man, and he bas informed to-day that 
he could not do so. I can find no one on this side, and the witnesses to the a:ffair 
say that the man was alone. 

Very respectfully, etc., 
A. s. B. KEYES, 

Major Third Caval1·y, Commanding. 

SeFior Romero to Mr. Greshcw~;. 

[Translation.] 

LEGATION OF MEX:ICO, 
W a.shington, Jttne 12, 1893. (Received June 12.) 

Mr. SECRETARY: .. I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of j 
your note of the lOth instant, with its inclosures, said note being a 
reply to that which I addressed to you on the 28th of April last, wherein 
I made complaint, in pursuance of instructions received from the Gov-
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ernment. of Mexico, that a colored soldier belonging to the U. s. 
Army had fired several rifle shots on the 9th and lOth of that month at 
the sentry box north of the custom-house at Camargo, in the State of 
Tamaulipas, Mexico, and asked that suitable measures might be taken 
to punish the guilty party, and to prevent the commission of similar 
outrages in future. 

From the documents which you were pleased to send as inclosures 
to the note to which I am now replying, it appears that it has not been 
possible to identify the person who :fired those shots, and that the officer 
in command of Fort Ringgold has taken the necessary measures to pre­
vent a repetition of the outrages. 

I regret to inform you that the measures adopted by the frontier mili­
tary authorities do not appear to have been adequate to attain tbat 
result, since, as I informed you in my note or the 9th instant, the same 
outrage was repeated on the 2d. It is to be hoped that more efficient 
measures may be taken this time to prevent its repetition iu future. 

I shall, without delay, transmit your note with its inclosures to the 
Governmeut. of Mexico for its information. 

Be 11leased to accept, etc., 
1\L RO:LVIERO. 

Mr. G1·esluwn to Seiior Romero • 

. DEP ARTJ\'IENT OF STATE, 
• WasMngton, tTnn(j 14, 1893. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 
9th instant, in which you state that on the 2d instant soldiers of the 
U. S. Army again fired upou the Mexican sentry box at Camargo. 

A copy of your note was immediately laid before the Secretary of 
War with a request that, in view of the alleged repetition of the offense, 
stringent measures be adopted to prevent a recurrence and to detect 
the authors, if possible. 

Accept, etc., 
W. Q. GRESITAl\1, 

Mr. Gresham to Senor Romero. 

DEP .A.R'l'MEN'l' OF STATE, 
TV ashington, J:~tne 15, 1893. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 
12th instant, in relat,ion to the :firing upon the sentry box at Camargo 
by soldiers of the U. S. Army, and to say that a translation thereof 
has been laid before the Secretary of vV ar for his consideration and 
action. 

Accept, etc., 
W. Q. GRESII.A.M. 

Seiior Romero to llfr. G1·eshct/in. 

[Translation.] 

LEGATION OF MEXICO, 
Washington, June 22, 1893. (Received June 22.) 

Mr. SECRETARY: I have the honor to inform you, in reference to our 
recent correspondence in regard to shots fired upon the north sentry 

/ 
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box of the custom-house at Camargo, Mexico, by soldiers of the United 
States from Fort Ringgold, that I have received a communication from 
Senor l\iariscal, minister for foreign affairs of the United States of 
Mexico, dated the 12th instant, in which is inclosed a report from the 
Mexican consul at Rio G~rande City, Tex., in regard to the shots fired 
on the 2d instant at the Mexican side. 

From this report it appears that the two soldiers who did the firing 
have been already identified. They had been detailed with a company 
commanded by Lieut. Dickman, but when the commander of the fort 
knew who were the guilty parties he caused them to return, probably 
for the purpose of proceeding to an investigation of the facts and their 
appropriate punishment. . 

This circumstance will greatly facilitate the desire of the Government 
of Mexico, seconded by that of the United States, to have this offense 
severely reprimanded for the purpose of preventing its repetition in 
fu.ture. 

Accept, etc., 
M. ROMERO. 

Mr. A dee to Senor Rornero. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
lVashington, Ju/lw 26, 1893. 

SIR: Adverting to your note of the 28th of April last, and to the 
subseqQ.ent correspondence upon the subject, I have the honor to 
inclose herewith copy of a telegram of the 21st instant from the com­
manding officer at San Antonio, Tex., to the Adjutant-General of the 
Army, referred by the Secretary of War to this Department on the 
23d instant. 

It will be observed that the two soldiers who fired upon the sentry 
box of the custom-house at Camargo are in confinement at Fort Ring:­
gold awaiting trial by court-martial, the result of which will be promptly 
communicated to you. 

Acce1)t, etc. 

Llnclosure.] 

ALVEY A. ADEE, 
Acting Secretary. 

Gen. Wheaton to Gen. Rnggles. 

[Telegram.) 

SAN ANTONIO, TEX., June &1, 1893. 
To ADJUTANT-GENERAL ARMY, Washin!Jton, D. C.: 

Papers received to-day referring letter from Secretary of State inclosing Minister 
Romero's letter relating to firing by our troops at Fort Ringgold, Tex., on custom­
house sentry box, Camargo, Mexico. The two miscreants have been discovered and 
are now in confinement. State they meant no harm. Maj. Keyes reported on the 
4th instant thD,t he had found the two men and with the Mexican consul hacl investi­
gated ~he case and visited the Mexican customs office, explaining that their unwar­
ranted carelessness was unintentional. I at once, on the 5th instant, ordered charges 
to be preferred against these two men of Troop C, Third Cavalry, holding ·them in 
arrest after their troop left for another department, and ordered a general court­
martial to Port Ringgold to try them, detailing the judge-advocate of this depart­
ment, Capt. Kern, to conduct the prosecution. Will transmit praceedings of court-
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martial immediately upon their receipt. The commander at Fort Ringgold, Maj. 
Keyes, and myself deplore this unfortunate occurrence, probably the act, of two 
recruits, hilarious and under undue excitement over their preparations for a change 
of station. 

FRANK WHEA TONJ 
B1·igadier-General Commanding. 

JJfr. Gresham to Seiior Romero. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
lVashington, Jttly 19, 1893. 

SrR: Adverting to your note of the 28th of April last, and to the 
subsequent correspondence in relation to the firing upon the sentry box 
of the custom-house at Camargo by U. S. soldiers, I have the honor 
to inclose herewith copy of the report of the commanding general 
of tbe Department of Texas, which was received with a letter of the 
17th instant from the Secretary of War. 

It will be observed that the commanding general expresses regret, 
in which I join, that the thoughtless act of two very young soldiers, in 
celebrating their departure for another post, should have taken such a 
serious turn; and be adds that the post commander, who deeply feels 
the incident, has adopted rnen,sures which, with the punishment meted 
out to the offenders, will, it is believed, prevent a recurrence of the 
offense. 

It is not doubted that this action will be entirely acceptable to the 
Government you represent. 

Accept, etc., 
\V. Q. GRESHAM. 

[Inclosure.] 

Gen. Wheaton to Gen. Ruggles. 

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS, 
San Antonio, Tex., Jltly 8, 1893. 

SIR: Referring to complaints from the Mexican Government relative to firing upon 
the custom-house sentry box at Camargo, Mexico, on June 2, 1893, by United States 
soldiers, papers herewith returned, which were referred from your office to these 
headquarters, I have the honor in compliance with instructions of the Major-General 
commanding of June 16 and 19, 1893, to submit the following report of the occur­
rence: 

AA soon as the firing was reported to the post commander of Fort Ringgold, that 
officer, in conjunction with the Mexican consul, Mr. A. Leal, proceeded to investi­
gate the occnrrence an<l was enabled to identify the offenders; they were forthwith 
confined in the post guardhouse and the facts reportecl to these headquarters. 
Charges were promptly drawn ancl a court of experienced officers ordered at once to 
try the cases. This court met on June 23, and both offenders were convicted as 
chnrged, with the exception of the word "maliciously;" each was sentenced to 
confinement at hard labor for six months, and to forfeit $10 per month of pay for 
the same period. A copy of the general court-martial order promulgating these 
proceedings is herewith inclosed. 

The evidence seems to show that the firing was a boyish freak, both offenders 
being very young and in their first enlistment. Their troop was to leave Fort Ring­
gold for a distant station early the next morning, and the men had been given their 
arms to care for while the armracks were packed. Unuer the excitement thus 
induced these two men went outside the immediate post and fired a number of shots 
without taking particular heed as to where the bull~ts might fall. The court was 
convinced that no malicious intent to harm any person was entertained. 
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I regret exceedingly this unfortunate occurrence, which, while having on its face 
a grave appearance, in reality was but the thoughtless act of two very young 
soldiers celebrating their departure to another post. Maj. Keyes, the post com­
mander, felt deeply the offense; he has been instructed to prevent a rccunence of 
the misconduct, and his measures, together with the 1mnishment awarded in these 
cases, will, I believe, be effectual for this purpose. 

Very respectfully, 

FRANK .WHEATON, \ 
B1·igadier- General, Conwwnding. 

CASES TRIED AT Fom:: RINGGOLD, TEX. 

(1) Private John E. Cory, Troop C, Third Cavalry. (2) Pri:vate Sam Gordon, 
Seminole Negro-Indian Scouts. (3) Private Benjamin F. Hobcrts, Troop C, Third 
Cavalry. 

GENERAL COURT-MARTIAL} 
0HDERS, No. 23. 

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS, 
San Antonio, l'ex., June 30, 1893. 

Before the general court-martial which convened at Fort Ringgold, Tex., pursuant 
to paragraph 1, Special Orders No. 67, current series, from these headquarters, with 
Lieut. Col. H. S. Hawkins, Twenty-third Infantry, as president, and of which Capt. 
P. J. Kerna,n, U.S. Army, is judge-advocate, were arraigned and tried: 

(1) Private John E. Cory, Troop C, Third Cavalry. 
Charge.-" Conduct to the prejudice of good order and military discipline, in vio­

lation of the sixtj'-second article of war.'' 
Specifications.-" That private John E. Cory, Troop C, Third Cavalry, did mali­

ciously, wantonly, reeklessly, and repeatedly fire his ca.rbine, loaded with ball car­
tridge, across the Rio Grande, in the direction of the Mexican bank of said river, 
thereby endangering the lives of the inhabitants in the neighboring and friendly 
Republic of Mexico. This at or near Fort Ringgold, Tex., on or about June 2, 1893." 

Pleas.-" Not guilty. n 

Findings.-Of the specification, "Guilty, except the word 'maliciously' and of the 
excepted word not guilty." Of the charge, "Guilty." 

Smttence.-'''l'o forfeit to the United States $10 of his pay per month for six months 
and to be confined at hard labor under charge of the gna.rCL for the same period at 
the post where his troop may be serving, or at such place as shall be designated by 
proper authority." 

The sentenee in the foregoing ca,se of Private John E. Cory, Troop C, Third Cav­
alry, is approved and will be duly executed at Fort Hinggold, Tex. 

(2) Private Sam Gordon, Seminole Negro-India.n Scouts. 
Charge.--" Cond net to the prejudiee of good order and military discipline, in vio­

lation of the sixty-second artiele of war." 
S]Jecificai'ion i.-" In that Private Sam Gordon, Seminole Negro-Indian Scouts, did 

draw a revolver on Sergeant Bill Williams, Seminole Negro-Indian Scouts (said Ser­
geant \Villiams being in the exeeution of his office), and did threaten to shoot said 
Williams; it being necessaryto overpower him and take away the revolver by force. 
This at camp at Carrizo, Tex., Juue 4, 1893." 

Specification 2.-" In that Private Sam Gordon, Seminole Negro-Indian Scouts, did, 
without cause or provocation, strike Sergeant Bill Williams, Seminole Negro-Indian 
Scouts, on the head with a club, with intent to do him bodily harm (said Sergeant 
Williams being in the execution of his office). This at camp at Carrizo, Tex., June 
4 1893." 
'Pleas.-To the first specification, "Guilty, exeept the words 'said Sergeant ·will­

iams being in the execution of his offiee,' and of the excepted words not guilty." 
To the second specification, "Guilty, exeept of the words 'without cause or provo­
cation,' and of the words 'said Sergeant vVilliams being in the execution of his 
office,' and of the e:s::eeptecl words not guilty." To the eharge, "Guilty." 

Ji'indings.-Of the first specification, "Guilty." Of the second specification, 
"Guilty, except the words 'without cause or provocation,' and of the excepted 
words not guilty." Of the charge, "Guilty." , 

Sentence.-" To forfeit to the United States $10 of his pay due or to become due." 
The sentence in the foregoing case of Pri Vt"Lte Sam Gordon, Seminole Negro-Indian 

Scouts, is deemed inadequate to the oft'enses committed, but is approved and will be 
executed in order that the accused may not wholly escape punishment. Private 
Go1·don will be restored to duty. 



MEXICO. 455 

3. Private Benjamin F. Roberts, Troop C, Thirfl Cavalry. · 
Cha1'ge.-" Conduct to the prejudice of good order and military discipline, in vio­

lation of the sixty-second article of war." 
Specification.-"That Private Benjamin F. Roberts, Troop C, Third Cavalry, did 

maliciously, wantonly, recklessly, and repeatedly fire his carbine, loaded with ball 
cartridge, across the Rio Grande, in the direction of the Mexican ba.nk of said river, 
thereby enda11gering the lives of the inhabitants in the neighboring and friendly 
Republic of Mexico. This at or near Fort Hinggold, Tex., June 2, 1893." 

Pleas.-" Not guilty." 
FincHngs.-Of' the specifications, "Guilty, except the word 'maliciously,' and of 

the excepted word not guilty." Of the charge, "Guilty." · 
Sentence.-'' To forfeit to the United States $10 of his pay per month for six months 

and to be confined at hard labor under charge of the guard for the same period at 
the post where his troop may be serving, or at such place as shall be designated by 
proper authority." 

The sentence in the foregoing case of Private Benjamin F. Roberts, Troop C, 
Third Cavalry, is approved aml will be duly executed at Fort Ringgold, Tex. 

By command of Brigadier-General Wheaton. 
J. P. MARTIN, 

Assistuvt Adjutant-Gentral. 

Senor Romwro to ]fr Gresham. 

[Translation.] 

LEGATION OF MEXICO, 
Tacoma, Wash., A~tgust 5, 1893. (Received August 12.) 

:Mr. SECRETARY: I have the honor to inform you th~t I have received 
instructions from my Government, dated at the City of Mexico, July 
13, 189:3, to present to the Government of the United States of America 
a complaint with regard to the invasion of the Mexican territory re­
cently perpetrated by a party of armed men coming from Texas. 

From official reports communicated to the Mexican Government by 
the governor of the State of Chihuahua, and by the Mexican consul 
at El Paso, Tex., it appears that on the 30th of June last, six armed 
men from Texas under the command of Capt. Frank C. Jones, invaded 
the Mexican territory in pursuit of Jesus Holguin, who took refuge in 
tbe house of his brother Antonio, situated in the town of Tres J acales, 
District of Bravos, State of Chihuahua, where he joined his brother 
and his son Severo. Capt. Jones took possession of the houses adjoin­
ing that of Holguin, and in the fight Jesus and Severo Holguin were 
wounded and Capt. Jones killed. 

On the evening of the same clay, June 30, and on the morning of the 
following day, another party, also coming from the State of Texas, con­
sisting of about sixty men, took hostile possession of the point called 
La Isla, opposite Tres Jacales, but withdrew on seeing a body of the 
neighbors, who had organized in the place where these events happened 
resolved to support the authorities. 

In view of these facts the President of the United States of Mexico 
bas given me instructions to present to the Government of the United 
States of America a formal remonstrance both concerning the invasion 
of the Mexican territory, and the pursuit which took plaee on it, the 
attack on the inhabitants of Tres Jacales in their own village, and also 
for the .new invasion of the same village on the evening of June 30, 
and the occupation of the point caJlecl La Isla, in the morning of July 1. 

I have also received instructions to ask for the punishment of the 
invaders, and to request that the Government of the United States of 
America issue such instructions as it may doom sufficient to prevent 
the future repetition of acts no less disagreeable than offensive to the 
sovereignty ofthe United States ofM_exico. 
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Satisfied of the respect which the President of the United States of 
America entertains for the rights of foreign nations, I do not doubt 
that, as soon as the facts which serve as the foundation of this complaint 
come to his knowledge, he will take such measures as he may think 
best adapted to satisfy it. 

Accept, etc., 
M. ROMERO. 

Mr. Gresham to Senor Romero. 

DEPAR'l'MENT OF STATE, 
Washington, A ~tg'ust 5, 1893. 

MY DEAR MR. RoMERO: I am in receipt by reference hither from 
the War Department, under date of the 3d instant, of a telegram from 
Brig. Gen. Frank Wheatou, commanding the Department of Texas, 
dated San Antonio, wherein it is reported that Eusebio Garcia, who 
with Catarino Garcia in the Tortillos fight in Mexico, was caught at 
San Ignacio on the 26th ultimo, and tllat AnicHo Vela, who was in the 
fight of December 10, was also captured in San Ignacio the 31st ultimo. 
Both are in the custody of the United States marshal. 

Very truly, yours, 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 

Mr. Quincy to Senm· Romero. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, August 12, 1893. 

MY DEAR MR. RoMERO: I am in receipt of a letter from. the Secre­
tary of War, of the 9th instant, confirming a telegram from Brig. 
Gen. Frank Wheaton, commanding the Department of Texas, dated 
the 5th instant, wherein it is stated that Maj. Keyes, in command of 
Fort Ringgold, reports the arrest of Justo Vela, Anciano Sanchez, 
Pelipe Trevino, and Sesstores Lemon, the two first being San Ignacio 
men, and the last two Garza men. 

Very truly, yours, 
JOSIAH QUINCY. 

lJfr. Greshct?n to Senor Romero. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Wa,shington, August 16, 1893. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 
6th instant, complaining of the violation of Mexican territory by armed 
forces from the State of Texas, on June 30, and again on July 1, 1893, 
in pursuit of one Jesus Holguin,. who had taken refuge in the house of 
his brother Antonio, near Tres J acales, Chihuahua. 

It appears from your note tbat Jesus and Severo Holguin were 
wounded and Capt. Frank C. Jones killed, in the fight which ensued on 
June 30, Jast. Adding that the complaint is being investigated, and 
that I shall address you further upon the subject, 

I am, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 
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Senor Romero to Mr. Gresham. 

[Translation.] 

L .EG.A.'fiON OF MEXICO, 
Denver, Oolo., September 6, 1893. (Received September 11.) 

Mr. SECRE'l.'.A.RY: I have the honor to inform you that I have received 
instructions from my Government to lay before that of the United 
States of .Amer'ica a formal complaint on account of the violation of 
Mexican territory, committed at Nogales, 1\tfexico, during the afternoon 
of the 23d of July last, by John Roberts, deputy sheriff at Nogales, 
Arizona, in arresting Jesus Garcia, a Mexican citizen, who had bad a 
:fight with Ueledonio Carrillo, likewise a Mexican citizeu, within the 
limits· of the latter of the above-named cities. 

You will find a detailed statement of aU that took place in connec­
tion with this unfortunate incident in the inclosed copy of a note from 
Mr. Mariscal, secretary of foreign relations of the Mexican Govern­
meut, dated City of Mexico, August 4, 1893, and in the six <l,ocnments 
accompanying the same, a copy of which I also herewith transmit. 

It appears from these documents that Deputy Sheriff Roberts, accom­
panied by Alfonso Bachelier, a citizen of the United States, crossed 
over into Mexican territory for the purpose of arresting Garcia. Miguel 
Braka, also a citizen of the United States, told them in time, in aloud 
voice and in the presence of several witnesses, that they were in 1\tlex­
ican territory, notwithstanding which, Bachelier knocked Garcia down; 
Roberts beat him while he was prostrate and unable to defend himself, 
and both dragged him by the feet until they got him on the soil of Ari­
zona, in doing which they were assisted by William Mehan, also a cit­
izen of the United States. 

The day after these unfortunate occurrences, i.e., on the 24th of July 
last, after Garcia bad been under arrest for several hours, Roberts 
asked and obtained from Eugene I{. Sykes, justice of the peace at 
Nogales, Ariz., a warrant for the arrest of Garcia, who was tried and 
sentenced to pay a fine of $60, or to be imprisoned for sixty days, 
although several witnesses of both nationalities testified that the arrest 
bad been made in the State of Sonora. 

These proceedings caused such indignation on both sides of the 
boundary line that Judge Sykes thought proper, on the day after he 
had pronounce-d the sentence, to order Garcia's release. 

'rhe same deputy sheriff, on whose testimony Judge Sykes sentenced 
Garcia, did not state that he had arrested Garcia in United States ter­
ritory, but said, as appears from the sentence pronounced by Judge 
Sykes (which I herewith transmit among the inclosures), that be had 
arrested Garcia on the line dividing the United States from the Repub­
lic of Mexico. 

The President of the United States of lVIexico has, consequently, 
giyen orders that this legation shall lay a formal complaint before the 
Departmeut of State of the Uttited States, not only on account of the 
offense done to Mexico by that U.S. officer in performing the functions 
of his office on Mexican soil, but also 011 account of the acts of violence 
and cruelty committed in the territory of both countries on the person 
of Jesus Garcia, and on account of the imprisonment to which Garcia 
was sentenced by Judge Sykes in defiance of all law and right. '~rhe 
President has further given orders that this legation be instructed to 
ask that Deputy Sheriff Roberts and his accornpliees be punished as 
they deserve, and that a suitable indemnity be paid to the complainant, 
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My Government instructs m.e, furthermore, to call the serious atten­
tion of your Department to the frequency with which violations of the 
Mexican territory have recently been committed by U. S. officers, an 
instance of which is afforded by the entrance into Mexico of Texas 
rangers who advanced as far as the town of Tres Jacales in the State 
of Chihuahua, for the purpose of arresting Jesus Holguin. 

Right,-equity, and good neighborly relations require that the author­
ities of each country respect the territory, laws, ~nd authorities of the 
neighboring nation. .Abuses in such cases might give rise to serious 
conflicts, as well as to bad feeling and excitement on the frontier between 
two ii·iendly countries· whose governments desire to cultivate and draw 
closer their relations of amity, commerce, and neighborliness. The 
Mexican Government has been inflexible in punishing the guilty parties 
in such cases, and it therefore considers itself fully justified in asking 
the U. S. Government to see that the guilty parties in the present case 
are punished; feeling convinced, as it does, that t~e best way to put a 
stop to these outrages and to prevent their occurrence in future, is for 
both governments to be firmly resolved not to allow them to go unpun­
ished, a~d to let this resolution be known. 

Be pleased to accept, etc., 
M. ROMERO. 

[Inclosure. Translation.] 

Seiio1· Aspiroz to Senor Romero. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE OF FOREIGN RELATIONS, 
Mexico, .August 41 1893. 

During the afternoon of the 23d of July last John Roberts, deputy sheriff of 
Nogales, Ariz., crossed the boundary line, and at Nogales, Sonora., arrested, with the 
assistance of Alfonso Bachelier, a citizen of the United States, Jesus G~trcia, a Mex­
ican citizen who had had an unimportant fight with Celedo~io Carrillo, likewise a 
Mexican, within the limits of the first named of the above cities . 

. Roberts and Bachelier were aware that they were committing an unlawful act in 
making the sahl arrest on foreign soil, because Miguel Braka, an American, who 
witnessed the act, told them in time, in a loud voice and in the presence of various 
persons, that they were in the territory of Mexico. 

The sberifl', in making the arrest, beat Garcia, who was mutlJle to defend himself 
and who made no t·esistance, because Bachelier had knocked him down, and the 
aforesaid Roberts and Bacbelier together dragged him by the feet until they got him 
into Arizona, where they beat him again. While he was being taken to prison he 
was also beaten by 'Villi am Mehan, another citizen of the United States. 

On the following day, the 24th, Roberts obtained from Eugene K. Sykes, justice 
of the peace, a warrant for the arrest of the alleged offender, who was already under 
arrest; he took him before the said judge, who tried him. At his trial several wit­
nesses of both nationalities testified that Garcia had been arrested in the Stn.te of 
Sonora. At the trial the consul of Mexico was present, accompanied by an intelli­
gent lawyer, ..M:r. Eb. ·williams, and protested against the arrest, showing that the 
proceedings were legally null and void, notwithstanding which Jesus Garcia was 
sentenced to pay a fine of $60 or to be imprisoned for sixty days. 

These acts caused general indignation on both sides of the boundary line, in con­
sequence of which Justice Sykes decided to release Garcia, first explaining that he 
did so with a view to putting a stop to unfavorable comments touching the meas­
ures that had been adopted, and also to furnishing evidence that fraternal sentiments 
are entertained in Arizona toward Mexico. The consul, to whom notice of this was 
given, accepted Garcia's release, but took care to state that he shonld not consider 
it as a favor granted, but as a decision justly demauucd and pronounced by the 
court in the discharge of its strict clnty. 

Inclosed you will find documents which fully prove the facts stated. On the basis 
of these the President has seen fit to order that you be instructed to lay a formal 
complaint before the Department of State on account of this unwarrantable viola­
tion of Mexican territory, of t,he acts of violence and cruelty committed, both in 
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and out of that territory, on the person -of Jesus Garcia, and also of the wholly ille­
gal arrest of that Mexican citizen. You will, moreover, ask that a suitable indemnity 
be paid to the complainant, and that Deputy Sheriff Roberts and his accomplices in 
the United States receive proper punishment. 

The President has further directed me to instruct you to take this opportunity to 
call the serious attention of the Department of State to the ii:equency with which 
violations of the territory of Mexico are repeated by U. S. officers, in which con­
nection you may refer to the recent case of the invasion by Texas rangers, who 
advanced as far as the town of Tres Jacales, in the State of Chihuahua, for the pur­
pose of apprehending Jesus Holguin. These rangers, on meeting with resistance, 
occupied the houses of various residents in order to sustain a combat in which, 
although Capt. Frank Jones, of tbe rangers, lost his life, Holguin and one of his 
sons wen~ wounded, great scandal being thereby caused, together with much injury 
to the inbalJitants of the houses occupied. 

Such invasions deserve severe punishment, and Mexico has been inflexible in 
enforcing her laws in the case of those of her citizens who have been concerned in 
them. They might give rise to very serious conflicts, as was on the point of happen­
ing at Tres Jacales, when quite large nnmbers of citizens of Texas and Chihuahua 
were preparing for a fight, the consequences of which would have been lamentable. 

The documents which I herewith transmit are the following copies: Note No. 3, 
dated July 26, from the consul of Mexico at Nogales, Ariz. Warrant issued on the 
24th July, by Justice Sykes, authorizing Deputy Sheriff Roberts to arrest Jesus 
Garcia, who ha<l been arrested on the 23d. Dodcet of the court, and sentence of 
Garcia. Order for Garcia's release. Judicial inquir.v held at Nogales, Sonora, rela­
tive to the arrest of the aforesaid Garcia. Letter from Garcia, asking that he may 
receive a pecuniary indemnity, and that the guilty parties may be punished. 

I renew to you, etc., 
N. ASPIROZ. 

[Sub-inclosure.] 

Seiior Pasalagna to Seiior Mm·iscal. 

No.3.] CONSULATE OJ<' THE UNITED STATES OF MEXICO, 
Nogales, Ariz., July 26, 1893. 

I have the honor to inform you that on Sunday last, the 23d of July, between 5 and 
6 o'clock in the afternoon, John R.oberts, cleptlty sheriff at Nogales, Ariz., accom­
panied at his own request by Alfonso Bachelier, an American citizen, crossed the 
boundary line in pursuit of Jesus Garcia, a Mexican, and after having cruelly beaten 
him, they arrested him at Nogales, Sonora, within a few steps of boundary monument 
No. 122. As soon as they had the aforesaid Jesus Garcia in their power, they recrossed 
to the United States, taking him to the jail at Nogales, Ariz. While they were 
making that arrest in our territory, Miguel Braka, who was present, told Deputy 
Sheriff Roberts that he was committing au illegal act, and that he was incurring very 
grave responsibility by so doing; but Roberts paid no attention "to his warning. 
When they had reached the territory of the United States and were taking Jesus 
Garcia to prison, Hoberts, Bachelier, and another American named William Mehan, 
who had joined them, kept beating Garcia cruelly. 

Jesus Garcia was arrested for some trifling offenses which he had committed at 
Nogales, Ariz., and he was pursued on that acconnt. 

As soon as I heard of the occurrence, which caused great indignation on both sides 
of the frontier, I addressed a communication to the municipal ]Jresident of Nogales, 
Sonora, requesting him to furnish official data with proof, relative to the invasion. 

The local judge of Nogales, Sonora, at once began an inquiry with regard to tho 
occurrence, and took the depositions of a number of witnesses, some of whom were 
Mexicans and others Americans. 

Jesus Garcia, the prisoner, was tried before Eugene K. Sykes, the American jus­
tice of the peace, on Monday last, the 24th instant. I went to court, together with 
an American lawyer named Eb. \Villiams, a respectable and intelligent person, for 
whose assistance I n]Jplied in view of the urgent and delicate nature of the case. 
Both my lawyer and I protested before the justice on account of that unwarrantable 
arrest. The justice paid no attention to our protests, and Jesus Garcia was immedi­
ately sentenced to be imprisoned for sixty days for the offenses which he had com­
mitted, and for resisting an officer. 

Mr. Williams, the lawyer, advised me to adclress the district judge at Tucson with­
out delay, asking for a writ of habeas corpus in the prisoner's behal:(, and we were 
about to take that course when yesterday, Tuesday, the 25th, at 9 o'clock, a.m., I was 
_summoned to the court on important business. Justice Sykes told me, on my arrival, 
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that he considered that Garcia had been legally and properly arrested, but that, as a 
special favor to Mexico, and owing to the bad effect which that arrest had had, he 
was going to release Garcia. I protested, telling the justice that he was doing no 
favor to Mexico by releasing Garcia, inasmuch as his arre~t had been wholly Hlegal 
and arbitrary. Jesus Garcia was immediately surrendered to me and I, in person, 
accompft.lJ.ied by Lawyer 'iVilliams, took him to Nogales, So11ora. 

I consider that my mission terminates here, for I do not think that it is any part 
of my dnty to apply to the Amerioon authorities for the punisl1meut of Deputy 
Sheriff Roberts; such a detnand, in case it is made_. should be made by the Depart­
ment under your worthy charge. 

OR the 24th instant, in the afternoon, I addressed a long telegram to you, giving 
a report of the case. Yesterday, the 24th, I informed you likewise by telegraph 
that Garcia had been released. 

l\'1y inclosure No. 1 is an official copy of all that has' been done in this case by 
Justice of the Peace S:rkes. 

Inclosnre No . .2 is a communication addressed to this consulate by Jesus Garcia, 
wh»;rein he asks for an indemnity from Sh(!lriff Roberts for the injuries suffered by him 
in conser1uence of his illegal arrest and of the bad usage which be reseived. His 
claim is, in my O]!linion .. a very good one. _ 

My inclosure No. 3 ilii an official copy of the preliminary proceedings held in this 
case "by the justice of the l)eace at Nogales, Sonora, in which you will find a full 
statement of all the particular's connected with the matter which forms the subject 
of this note, which matte-r is, iu my opinion, ef the highest importance, and I clo 
not doubt that the Government at ·washington will cause the guilty parties to be 
punis--he-d as they deserve as soon as it is informed conceming the facts. 

C. FERNANDEZ PASALAGUA. 

[Inclosure 1 in sub-inclosure.] 

In the justice's court. Precinct No. 18, county of Pima, Territory of Arizona. 

TER!UTORY OF AIUZONA, ~ 
against eomplaint-criminal. 

JESUS GARCIA. 

Before Eug. K. Sykes, J. P.: 
Personally appeared before me, this 24th day of July, 1893, John Roberts, of Noga­

les, in the county 0f Pim~ who, first being duly sworn, complains and says that 
one Jesus Ga-rcia, on the ~3d day of July, A. D. 1893, at Nogales, in the county of 
Pima, did commit a misdf.'lmeanor by di-sturbing trbe peace by disorderly conduct in 
fighting. 

All of which is contrM'Y tt> the form of the statute in such cases made and pro­
vided, and against the peace of the people of the Territory of Ari7.ona. 

Said complaint therefore prays that a warrant may be issued for the arnest of the 
said Jesus 6-arcia, and th3Jt he may be dealt with according to law. 

J. W. ROBERTS. 

Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 24th day of July, 1893. 

TERRITORY OF ARIZONA, COUNTY OF PIMA. 

EuG. K. SYKES, 
Justice of the Peace of said P1·ecinct. 

I hereb.y certify that the within is a true and corre-ct copy of the complaint filed 
in my office in the case of Territory of Ar~o.na v. J esns Garcia. 

E UG. K. SYKES, J. P. 

TERRITORY OF ARIZONA ~ 
v. Disturbing the peace. 

JESUS GARCIA. 

Complaint made by John Roberts, July 24, 1893; warrant of arrest issued same day 
and placed in the hands of Deputy Sheriff John Roberts. Defendant brought into 
court same day. The Mexican consul appeariog in court with his counsel~ Eb. 
Williams, esq., on the part of the Rept1 blic of Mexico, demands the discharge of the 
prisoner on the ground that he is Improperly before the court, because the said 
defendant is a citizen of the Repub-lic of Mexico, and was arrested Ol;J- the charge 
herein within the boundaries of the said Republic of Mexico without authority of 
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law. John Roberts, the officer making the arrest, .was sworn, and testified th-::tt he 
arrested the defendant in the Uni-ted .States; that. the defendant resisted :nrest and 
broke away, and was rearrested by him, the said John Roberts, on the line dividing 
the United States from the Republic of Mexico. Motion for dismissal of defendant 
was overruled. E. B. Houston was sworn as interpreter and so served. 

Defendant, through his counse~ refused to plead. Deputy Sheriff John Roberts 
testified for tho Territory. The defendant produced no witneHses for the defense, 
and waived time for passing judgment. 

JUDGMENT. 

'\~Therefore it is hereby ordered, adjudged, and decreed that the defendant, Jesus 
Garcia, having proven guilty of distnrbiug the peace, be fined in the sum of $60, or 
in default of the payment of said fine, thou to be imprisoned in the county sub-jail 
for a period of sixty days. 

And it is so ordered this 24th day of July, 1893. 

COMMITMENT ISSUED. 

JUSTICE FEES, 

'ro taking complaint ..••................................................... 
To issued warrant ......................................................... . 
To docketing case .................................................•........ 
To swearing interpreter. ................................................. .. 
To swearing witnesses .................................................... . 
'Fo final judgement ........................................................ . 
To issued commit.ment .................................................... . 

SHERIFF FEES. 

To serving warrant ....................................................... . 
To mileage ..........•..................................................... 

INTERPRETER'S :FEES. 

$0.50 
1.00 

.25 

. 25 

. 25 

. 75 
1.25 

4.25 

$2.00 
. 30 

2.30 

To one day's service...... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . • . . $1. 50 
EuG. K. SYims, J.P. 

I hereby certify that the above is a true and correct copy of my dot\ket in the case 
of the Territory of Arizona v. Jesus Garcia. 

EuG. K. SYKES, J. P. 

And now comes Eb. Williams, attorney for Consul Pasalagua, this 25th day of J ulv, 
1893, who makes a motion that the court reconsider the sentence imposed upon 
the above-named defendant. The motion was granted, and the sheriff instructecl 
to bring the defendant into court, and also summon Col'lsul Pasalagua. '\Vhen 
the defendant and Consul Pasalagua came into court, the court delivered the follow­
in()" answer to motion of defendant's counsel: 

A motion has been made by counsel for this defendan-t, asking that a reconsidera­
tion of the sentence imposed be taken by the court. The court has become aware 
of the fact that a good dea.l of unnecessary feeling has been aroused oveT the arrGst 
and COJlviction of this defendant, and while the court is still of the or>inion that 
the officer did nothing but his duty, and that the ruling of the court in the .first 
instance was correct and the sentence just, still the court is willing, under the 
existing circumstances, to remit the balance of this defendant's sentence, and issue 
au order to the sheriff to release him. Our relations with our sister Republic have 
always lwen pleasant, and the court is grieved over the matter ancl hopes that the 
relealile of the defendant will indicate that the feeling on our side of the line is 
brotherly. 

The balance of the defendant's sentence is remitted, ancl defendant released. 
Ancl it is so ordered this 25th day of July, 1893. 

EuG. K. SY:rcEs, 
Justice of the Peace. 

I hereby certify that the above is a correct and true copv of the supplement to mv 
docket in case of Territory of Arizona v. Jesus Garcia. • • 

EuG. K. SYI{Es, 
Justice of the Peace. 
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[Inclosure 2 in sub-inclosure.] 

To tTic citizen consul of the United States of liie.:cico, at Nogales, Ariz.: 
I, Jesus Garcia, a Mexican citizen, respectfully inform you, 
That on Sunday, the 23u instant, at about 5 o'clock p.m., I was arrested in Mexi­

can territory by Sheriff John Roberts, of Nogales, Ariz., he being assisted by 
Alfonso Bachclier, an American citizen; that the aforesnid sheriff took me to the 
jail at Nogales, Ariz., where I was kept in confinement until Tuesday, the 25th, at 9 
o'clock in the morning; that on the way, from the time of my arrest until wereachc(l 
the jail, Sheriff Roberts, Alfonso Bachclier, ancl William Mehan kept beating me. 
Alfonso Bachclier and William Mehan assisted in my arrest at the request of Sheriff 
Roberts. 

I therefore beg you to bring these facts to the notice of the department of foreign 
relations of tlle Republic, to the end that it may, in the usnal manner, ask the 
U.S. Government that the guilty parties may bepunished, and that I maybe indem­
nified by Sherili' John H.oberts for the blows, maltreatment, and illegal arrest to 
which I was subjected, the amount of the indemnity which I claim being $~,000. 

I beg you, sir, to accept the assurance of my respect, 
FLORENCIO V AGA, 

For Jesu,s Garcia. 
NOGALES, Amz., July 30, 1893. 

(Here follows copy of report of judical inquiry held at Nogales, Sonora.) 

lJfr. Adee to Seiior Romero. 

DEPARTMEN1' OF STA'fE, 
l'V ashington, September 25, 1893. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 
6th instant relative to the alleged violation of Mexican territory 
through the arrest at Nogales, Mexico, by John Hoberts, deputy sheriff 
at Nogales, .Ariz., of Jesus Garcia., a citizen of 1\Iexico. 

The governor of Arizona. Territory has been asked to cause a search­
ing investigation and to report the facts . 

.Accept, etc., 
ALVEY A. ADEE, 

Acting Secretary. 

Mr. G-resham to Seiior Romero. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Wa.shington, October 12, 18.93. 

SIR: .Adverting to your note of August 5th last, relative to the alleged 
pursuit into the territory of 1VIexico on June 30th of one Jesus Hol­
guin by Capt. Frank C. Jones and the protest of your Government 
occasioned thereby, I have the honor to say that I have received a 
letter on the subject from the governor of Texas, together with copies 
of reports named below, transcripts of which I send you herewith. 

The governor of Texas writes as follows: 
Complying with your request of August 16th, based on the complaint made by M. 

Romero, Mexican minister, of date the 5th of August, a copy of which you kindly 
transmit me, which in effect states tlwt on tbe 30th of June and tbe 1st of July last 
armed men from this State invaded the territory of the Republic of Mexico, I have 
the honor to tTansmit to you heTewith tl:e following uata, statement, and answer. 

(1) Copy of a report from W. H . .Mabry, adjutant-general of Texas, dated the 
9th instant. 



MEXICO. 463 

(2) Copy of a report made by Sergt. Kirchner, of the Texas Rangers, to Adjt. Gen. 
Mabry, dated the 2d of July. 

(3) Copy of .a report from Jno. R. Hughes, captain Company D, Frontier Battal­
ion of Texas, to Adit. Gen. Mabry, dated September 4. 

(4) Copy of supplemental report of said Capt. Hughes, dated September 6, to 
Adjt. Gen. Mabry, all bearing directly upon the complaint made by the Mexican 
minister. 

These reports are corroborative of my own view and understa.nding of the facts 
and circumstances connected with the alleged trespass in controversy by Capt. 
Jones and his Hangers, to wit: 

First. That the boundary line between the United States and Mexico has. never 
been so definitely settled as to be known except by citizens of long residence on the 
border. 

Second. That near the particular point where Capt. Jones was killed while 
engaged in the alleged tres1Jass upon Mexican soil the Rio Grande once had its chan­
nel, but by flood in 1854 it was changed so as to make its bed since then about 6 
miles this side thereof, leaving an island between the old and the new courses of 
several thousand acres, now inhabited by several hundred people. 

Third. That this island (so called) is ~ convenient resort for the people of both 
Governments who ·wish to claim allegiance to or act in defiance of either Govern­
ment. 

Fourth. That the old river bed, the true boundary line between Mexico and the 
United States, has become filled up and so obliterated that it is practicably impos­
sible for it to be recognized. 

:Fifth. That Capt. Jones, recently transferred to the El Paso section, while in 
the performance of his duties in pursuit of Texas citizens charged with crimes in 
Texas courts, evidently feeling that he was still in Texas territory, perhaps passed 
beyond the old river bed, and if so, ignorantly, to a point a few hundred yards on 
the Mexican side, where he was ambushed and murdered by the criminal refugees. 

Sixth. That on the next day a posse of Texas citizens, under the summons of the 
El Paso sheriff, went to the old river bed, the said line between the two Govern­
ments, and made demand on the Mexican authorities for the retnrn of the dead body 
of Capt. Jones, which was properly and humanely complied with, so that, if there 
was a trespass at all, which is not clear, it was by Capt. Jones in crossing the 
old river bed on the 30th of June, while ignorant of where it was, in pursuit of 
American citizens charged with crime, when he lost his life a short distance over 
on the Mexican side. In the act there was no assault on Mexican citizens and no 
wanton nor intentional invasion of Mexican territory. 

The law-abiding citizens of both sides have escaped all disturbance and inten­
tional wrong by the officers of Texas or l\Iexico. These officers ha,;re acted for the 
protection of hfe, liberty, and property in the execution of their official duties to 
the satisfaction of the peaceful citizens along the border, but with terror, I am glad 
to say, to the criminal element who have so long created disturbances between the 
two Republics. 

The officers and law-abiding citizens of Texas entertain the profoundest respect 
and increasing friendship for President Diaz and the authorities of Mexico and their 
able minister at Washington. They are in full sympathy with them in their efforts 
to maintain peace and friendly relations between the two Governments, and are 
ready and willing at all times to join them in honorable efforts to perpetuate this 
much-cherished condition. 

He also adverts to the fact that frequently witl1in the past few years 
the Mexican people along the border of the Rio Grande have similarly 
crossed the line in pursuit of Mexican criminals and alludes to the cir­
cumstances under which, by reason of the shifting bed of the river and 
the wild character of the country, these generally unintentional inva­
sions occur. It is, of course, precisely this class of questions that the 
two Governments are intimat~ly concerned in bringing to an end by 
the adjrtdication of the riparian boundary commission to be estab­
lished under the convention of March 1, 1889. It is proper to state in 
this connection that Col. Anson Mills, U. S. Army, was yesterday 
nominated to the Senate as the commissioner of the United States 
under Article I I, of the Boundary Convention of March 1, 1889. It will 
be seen by the inclosed correspondence that there was no intention to 
invade the territory of Mexico in the case presented. 

Accept, etc., vV. Q. GRESHAM. 



464 FOREIGN RELA'riONS. 

[Inclosure.] 

Gen. Mab?'!J to Governo1· Hogg. 

ADJUTANT-GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Austin, Tex., Septembcl' 9, 1893. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of inquiry of tho 22d 
ultimo, relative to the complrLint of tbo Mexican Govemmont for violation of Mexi­
can territory by an armed force from tl1is State under command of Capt. Frank 
Jones, of the Texas Ranger force; also inclosures from the Hon. W. Q. Gresham, 
Secretary of State, dated August 16; and letter of complaint of the Mexican Gov­
ernment, made through Mr. M. Romero, minister from Mexico. This delay in 
answering same is dne to my absence from tho city. 

Replying to subject-matter of inquiry, I have tho honor to state that Capt. 
Frank .Tones and his company of Rangers had been but lately transferre(l by this 
Department to that section of the State; and at the time he was killed he was in 
command of a detachment of his company scouting for American citizens, the 
Holguins, who had been and were known to be depredating upon property of citizens 
of this State. Having arrived with his company in that section less than ten days 
prior to t,his scout he could not know the boundary line between Texas a.nd Mex­
ico where same was not designated by the Rio Grande in its present channel. The 
little settlement ncar which the fight took place is situated on what is now known 
as ''Pirate Island,'' with the alleged boundary line located about 300 ya.rds this 
side-east, ozo north. The island is a section of laud bounded by the river in its 
present channel on the east and north and by an old channel bed on the south. 

It appears that the river in 1854 was changed to its present channel on Texas side 
by an overflow, with the then channel remaining as the boundary line. This old 
bed is now partly filled up, with trees and undergrowth growing all over it. It is 
not clearly defined and is unmarked by any device or surveyor's signs to designate 
it. Other old river beds are in same vicinity. 

It is shown that Capt. Frank Jones, in command of a detachment of his Ranger 
company, was scouting in that vicinity for the criminals above named, and on reach­
ing this settlement he had searched it for the purpose of arresting them, if found. 
Failing to find them, the detachment had started on its return to their camp. Over 
half a mile from the above settlement, on Texas territory, the Rangers came in view 
of two Mexicans, who, on being seen by the Ranger detachment, beat a hasty retreat 
down the road. This road crosses and recrosses the alleged boundary line man:v 
times. At one time it is 50 yards within Mexican territory and again as many yards 
within Texas territory. Under the circumstances, the officers of the law naturally 
followed in pursuit; and after chasing them about h~lf a mile, the retreating Mexi­
cans permitted themselves to be overtaken near an adjacent adobe house. Hardly 
had the demand for surrender been uttered before a volley was fired into Capt. 
Frank Jones and his men from this adobe house and from behind adjacent walls by 
parties there concealed. In the fight that ensued Capt. Jones was killed. 

Capt. Jones and detachment at no time occupied this house, as erroneouBly stated 
in communication from the Mexican Government, but held their open ground until 
informed by a friendly Mexican that they were OJ1 Mexican soil. The adobe house 
was over on the Mexican side and the road in its windings ran in front of it. Up 
to the time of the above information the facts show that the Ranger detachment did 
not know that they were invading Mexican tenitory. There is no doubt but that 
Capt. Frap.k Jones and detachment were deco3Ted into this trap, just over the line into 
Mexico, by these criminals; and the plan was to murder not only Jones, but his 
entire detachment. These Holguins were not only in the fight, but one of them was 
of the party being pursued by the Rangers. Jesus Holguin is the man who led the 
detachment into the ambush; and the proof shows that his son, SeveTo Holguin, and 
kinsman, Antonio Holguin, were in the fight that followed, while the house where 
the murderers were concealed was the property of Antonio Holguin. These were the 
three American citizens for the arrest of whom t,he scout was made. 

I find from official correspondence and reports that these Holguins were all citizens 
and voters of Texas, having been born and raised in El Paso County, this State. 
They are now fugitives from justice for crimes committed in Texas. J e us Holguin 
and his son, Severo Holguin, are indicted and charged with theft of stock and assault 
to commit murder in El Paso County; while Antonio Holguin is an escaped convict 
from the penitentiary of this State, convicted of the crime of rape, but escaped 
before he had served out his time of sentence. 

I inclose herewith copy of report made by Corp. Carl Kirchner, Company D, 
J<,rontier Battalion, dated July 2, 1893, and two letters from Capt. John R. Hughes, 
Company D, dated, respectively, 4th and 6th of September, 1893. 

I also return herewith communications from the Hon. Secretary of State, W. Q. 
Gresham, and from l\L Romero, Mex ican minister. 

I have, etc., W. H. MABRY, 
Adjutant- General. 
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Repo1·t of Corp. Carl Kirchner to Gen. Mabry. 

YSLE'l'A, TEX., Jttly 2, 1893. 
As per instructions, will give you an account of our sc.,ut to Pirate Island, Capt. 

Jones's death, etc. 
On the evening of the 29th of J nne Capt. Jones, myself, and 4 men left Y sleta, en 

route to what is commonly known here as Pirate Island, in search of J esns Holguin and 
Severo Holguin, father and son, wanted for theft in El Paso County, 'rex. Years ago 
the channel of the Rio Gramle ran about 6 miles further south than now; and on 
account of continued changes, a line was established regardless of the river bed. 
Now Pirate Island i::>smTotmded on one side by the State line, and on the other by the 
Rio Grande, it being about 6 mDes from Texas line and several miles long, having 
a population of about 300 souls. We bad searched several houses and were on our 
way back when we saw 2 men approaching us. When they saw us they began to 
retreat with all possible haste. Of course we followed at once, and only ran them 
about one-half a mile wllen myself and Private Saunders overtook them and 
demanded a surrender. By this time we were not 6 feet from an adobe building on 
the roadside. Two shots were fired ~t me from the house, and about 4 at the rest 
of tlile party. One of the shots fired at me struck my Winchester, but only ruined 
the magazine. We all at once dismonntecl and opened fire on them. Capt. Jones 
was hit the first volley, his thigh was broken, but he continued to shoot until shot 
in the breast and was killed dead on the spot about 15 feet from the door. We con­
tinued to fire on them until they retreated and hid in the building. Just then a 
friendly Mexican, who was with us in search of stolen horses, told me we were in 
Mexico just in the outskirts of Tres Jacales, a small Mexican town, and that the 
people had sent for the Mexican soldiers, who would be there in fifteen minutes. My 
first decision was to stay with our dead captain and kill or capture the Mexicans; 
but aJter waiting about forty-five minutes I saw from the appearance of everything 
we would be overpowered and murdered. So we retreated to this side, and thence 
to San Elizario where I fqnud it impossible to get a single white man to assist 
me. I then went to New San Elizario on the railroad, and telegraphed the remain­
der of our rangers at Ysleta to come at once and bring as much help as possible. Some 
3 men came along with them from Ysleta. Sheriff Simmons of this county, knowir.t:y 
the lawless element on this border well, had organized a posse of 16men and started t~ 
San Elizario by special train. \Ve then went to the State line and dema.nded the 
body of Capt. Jones, which had been taken charge of by Mexican officials, lmt they 
refused to give it up. \Ve then made a demand on the chief officer at Juarez, 
Mexico, who acted very nice (I am told by Sheriff Simmons who made the demand), 
and ordered the body delivered to us at the State line. The body was at once con­
veyed to Ysleta and interred, having beeniu a hot adobe house, without even having 
the blood washed off, from 8 a.m. June30, until about 10 a.m. to-day. "Te thought 
of course at the time we were fired upon from the house that we were on Texas soil, 
the line being only an imaginary one. Three of the murderers are under arrest in 
Mexico, 2 of them being the men we were looking for, wanted for theft in this 
county, and American citizens. There is no doubt that they had a scheme laid to 
kill us all, and sent the men up the road only to entice us into the trap. 

Hoping this report will be satisfactory, 
I am, etc., 

CARL KIRCHNEU, 
Corporal, Cornpany D, Frontie-r Battal·ion. 

Report of Capt. John B. Hughes to Gen. Mabry. 

YSLE'l'A, TEX., Septernber 4, 1893. 
Your letter of the 2d instant came to hand to-clay, and will answer at once in regard 

to the Holguins. Jesus Maria Holguin is charged with theft of cattle in El Paso 
County, and othe.r charges. Severo Holguin is charged with theft of cattle and other 
charges. Antonio Holguin is an escaped convict from the Texas State peniten­
tiary, where he was serving out a sentence for rape. 

In regard to the line between the United States and Mexico at that place, thereis 
absolutely nothing by which a person can tell where the line is; and if there ever 
was any marks pnt there, they are gone. And it has not been proven yet that Capt. 
Jones was killed in Mexico, although it is supposed that he was. I am confidentthat 
he never knew he was in Mexico. 

The Holgnins were all born and raised in Texas at San Elizario, and were voterA at 
that place until they became fugitives from Texas. I will go to Ell?aso to-morrow 

FR-30 
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and look over tho records of the court, and make inqui-ry of some of the oldest cit­
izens, and got all the information possible; then make a report to you, which will 
be more complete. Hoping that will be satisfactory, I will close. 

Respectfully, etc., 
JNO. R. HUGHES, 

Cctptain Company D, F1·ont-ier Battalion. 

Repo1't of CCtJ.Jf. John .R. Httghes to Gen. Mab1·y. 

YsLETA, TEX., September 6, 1893. 
In compliance with your order of 2d instant to inform you of the nature of the 

crimes of the Holguins, my report of September 4 covers almost all the facts in the 
case. I went yesterday toEl Paso and examined all papers in the cases of theHolguins 
on file in district clerk's office, and find that Severo Holguin was indicted at January 
term, 1893, docket No. 1500, for assault to murder H. E. Bryant, deputy sheriff of El 
Paso County, who was performing his duty by trying to arrest Severo Holguin for 
theft of cattle in indictment, docket No.1463. All witnesses in both cases are living at 
presentinElPaso. Jesns Maria Holgnin was indicted January term, 1893, for resisting 
an officer. He is not indicted for theft of cattle, but is charged by affidavit of a citizen 
of El Paso County, before a justice of the peace, with theft of cattle. Docket num­
ber of indictment for resisting an officer is No. 1501. There is nothing on record in 
district clerk's office showing that Antonio Holguin was ever indicteu or convicted; 
but Mr. Charles Corder, who lives about half a mile from my camp, was sheriff at the 
time that Antonio Holguin was convicted of mpe and sent to the penitentiary. Mr. 
Corder says it was about 1874 or 1875, and that Holguin served about two years when 
he escaped from the penitentiary and returned to this county, but remained in 
Texas only a short time, then went to Mexico and has made his home in Mexico ever 
since, but has been in Texas many times since that date. 

All three of the Holguins wer e born and raised in El Paso County, Tex. Jesus Maria 
anll Severo Holguin are in jail at Juarez, Mexico, as American citizens. District 
Attorney 0. A. Larazola made ont ':lxtradition papers for them and gave them to the 
proper authorities at Juarez. Papers have been sent to Mexico to be examined by 
President Diaz, and not yet returned. 

In regard to the dividing line between the United States and Mexico, there is an 
old river be<.l, where the water has not run since 1854, eX(·ept when water is very 
high, that is recognized by citizens of both nations as the line between the United 
States and Mexico. This old channel is very indistinct, and there are 2 or 3 others 
very near like it on the island. Capt. Jones was killed about 200 yards on the 
Mexican side of this old channel that is recognized as the line, but there are no 
marks of any international survey to show where the line is. H. N. Royden, sec­
condlientenant Twenty-third Infantry, U. S. Army, from Fort Bliss, under orders 
from Gen. Whea,ton to iu vestigate this matter, came by my camp en route to the 
island; and I sent R. E. Bryant and E. D. A ten, 2 members of my company, who 
were with Capt. Jones when he was killed. I sent them with Lieut. Royden as 
guides. They inspected the ground thoroughly, and from their report, my own 
observations, and the records of the El Paso County court, I have gathered the facts 
to make this report. 

I could have gotten certified copies of indictments, also statement from peniten­
tiary to prove that Antonio Holguin was an escaped convict, but did not think it 
neeessary. 

Very respectfully, etc., 
JNO. R. HUGHES, 

Captain Contpany D, F1·ontie1' Battalion. 

Se1ior Romero to JJ!Ir. Gresham. 

[Translation.] 

LEGATION OF MEXICO, 
Washington, October 13,1893. (Received October 13.) 

Mr. SECRETARY: I had to-day the honor to receive your note, dated 
yesterday, in. which, with reference to that from this legation of August 
5 last, you inclose extracts from a communication from the governor of 
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the State of Texas with regard to the invasion of the Mexican territory 
at the point of Tres J acales by Texas Rangers, under cornm~vnd of 
Capt. Frank 0. Jones, in pursuit of J esns Holguin, and you include 
copy of the four reports annexed to the said communication. 

While the governor of the State of Texas admits that Capt. Jones 
crossed into Mexican territory in pursuit of Jesus Holguin he is sure, 
from reasons stated in said documents, that he did so not knowing that 
he bad entered the Mexican territory, and therefore without intention 
of violating that territory or of offending the sovereignty of the country. 

The Government of l\iexico in complaining of that violation of its 
territory not only proposed, as indicated to you in my aforesaid note, 
that proper reparation should be made for this tram:;gression of its ter­
ritory, but that the respective authorities of the United States should 
be especially recommended to take care to prevent similar invasions 
for the future, and, although no mention is made of this incident in your 
note, nor in the portion inclosed in it of the communication of the gov- _ 
ern or of Texas, it is believed that the case of Capt. Jones will serve as 
a warning to avoid the repetition of such transgressions. 

I forward to-day to my Government copy of your note and of the 
documents annexed to it. 

I do not doubt that the Government of :Mexico will see with satis­
faction the appointment made by the President of the United States of 
Col. Anson Mills as commissioner of this country on the international 
boundary commission to be organized in accordance with the convention 
of lYiarch 1, 1889, since that commission will contribute to prevent 
some of the difficulties that have arisen on the frontier. The Govern­
ment of :Mexico on its part had already appointed its commissioner, as 
I had the honor to inform you in yesterday's note. 

Accept, etc., 
M. RO:M:ERO. 

Mr. Adee to Senor Romero. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, October 17, 1893. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 
13th instant further relating to the pursuit of marauders on June 30 
last by Texas Rangers across the boundary line into Mexico, and to say 
that I have made known its contents to the governor of Texas. 

Accept, etc., 
ALVEY A. ADEE, 

Acting Secretary. 

Senor Romero to JJir. Gresham. 

[Translation.] 

LEGATION OF MEXICO, 
Washington, November 1.5, 1893. (Received November 15.) 

Mr. SECRETARY: I have the honor to inform you that I have 
received, by cable, instructions from Senor 1\Iariscal, secretary of foreign 
affairs of the United States of Mexico, to report to the Government 
of the United States of America that during last week some bandits 
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attacked the custom-house at "Las Palomas," about 90 miles west of 
Paso del Norte, robbed the funds that were there, and then crossed the 
river Bravo, taking refuge in the territory of the United States. 

It is stated that a band is organizing near Silver City, N. Mex., to 
make another incursion into Mexico. 

For this cause, reserving the communication to you of further details 
of this affair as soon as they are received, I am instructed to bring 
these facts to your knowledge, and to request that the Government of 
the United States will prevent parties arming in its territory for the 
purpose of attacking Mexico . 

.Accept, etc., 
M. ROMERO. 

Seiior Romero to JJfr. Gresham. 
[Translation.] 

LEG-ATION OF }lEXICO, 
Washington, November 17, 1893. (Received November 17.) 

Mr. SECRETARY: The consul of Mexico at El Paso, Tex., advises 
me to-day by telegraph that some twenty-five men, armed and mounted, 
have assembled at San Elizario, Tex., alld other neighboring villages, 
and are prepared to attack some unprotected place on the Mexican ter­
ritory, and he is of opinion that if the Federal forces from Fort Bliss 
should proceed to San Elizario and the neighboring villages they would 
be able to arrest the individuals who, in violation of the neutrality laws 
of this country, are preparing to invade a friendly nation. 

I deem it proper to communicate this information to you in order that 
in view of it you may decide what is proper to be done. 

Pray accept, etc., 
M. ROMERO. 

Mr. Gresham to Sefior Romero. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, November 18, 1893. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 
15th instant, touching a robbery committed at Las Palomas, and the 
escape of the perpetrators into the United States; and also regarding 
the allegerl organization of a band near Silver City, N. Mex., for simi­
lar operations in your country. 

I have addressed the Secretary of War and the governor of New 
Mexico with a view to preventing the outrages you apprehend. 

Accept, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAl\f. 

Smior Romero to Mr. Gresham. 

[Translation.] 

_ LEG-ATION OF MEXICO, 
Washington, November 19, 1883. (Received November 19.) 

Mr. SECRETARY: _Mr. Mariscal, secretary of foreign relations of 
the United States of l\fexico, aclvi~es me last night. by cable instruc.t­
ing me to inform the Government. of t.he United States of America 
that although the Mexican consul at El Paso, •Tex., gave timely infor-
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mation to the authorities of Texas of the assemblage of highwaymen 
on the territory of the United States of America, 65 men~ headed by 
one Ijujan, assembled at San Blizario, Tex., and invaded the territory 
of Mexico, which fact causes the ~Mexican Government to fear that 
there exists among those authorities indifference or dissimulation. 

Pray accept, etc., 
M. ROMERO. 

!Jfr·. Uhl to Seiior Romero. 

DEPART:;}'IENT OF STATE, 
Washington, November 20, 18.93. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of 
the 17th instant, and to say that I hastened to bring to the attention 
of the Secretary of War the telegraphic report which you communicate 
relative to the alleged assemblage of armed men at San Elizario, Tex., 
and thereabouts, having designs on the peace of Mexico. I have since 
received your note of the 19th instant, stating that as you learn from 
your Government an actual invasion of the Territory of IVlexico had 
already been made by the bandits assembled at the place named, I 
have accoruing1y, at once, brought the matter to the notice of the Sec­
retary of War and the Attorney-General. 

Accept, etc., 

Mr. Uhl to Senor Romero. 

EDWIN F. UHL, 
Acting Secretary. 

DEP ART~'IENT OF STATE, 
lV ashington, Novembe,r 20, 1893. 

l\t[y DEAR MR. RoMERO: I beg to say that I have received a letter 
from the War Department of 18th instant, communicating an announce­
ment from Col. Z. R. Bliss, Twenty-fourth Infantry, dated lGth instant, 
thnt Companies B and I, at present encamped at Grant, have been 
ordered to Deming, N. l\tfex., by rail, where they should have arrived 
on the 17th instant, with a view of proceeding immediately to the inter­
national boundary for the purpose of protecting American interests. 
Should violations of our neutrality appear, the additional instructions 
to the commanding officer on the border will meet the case. 

I am, etc., 
EDWIN F. UHL, 

Acting Secretctry. 

Mr. Uhl to Senor Romero. 

DEP ART~IENT OF STATE, 
Washington, November 21, 1893. 

SIR: I have the honor to inclose with reference to your note of the 
17th instant, a copy of letter from the Secretary of War of the 20th 
instant, and of the telegrams whieh he communicatr-s of the 18th and 
19th instant, by which it appears that U.S. troops visited San Elizario 
but found no armed party there of any kind. 

Accept, etc., 
EDWIN F. UHL, 

Acting Secreta1·y. 
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[Inclosure.-Telogram.] 

General Ruggles to Com1nanding General Depal'tment of Texas. 

Telegraphic advices from Mexican consul at El Paso report an armed andmountcrl 
force of 25 men at San Elizario, Tex., preparing to invade Mexican territory. Usc 
the force at your command. to prevent this invasion. If these men are armed with 
the manifest intention of invading Mexico, apprehend the party, disarm it, anJ 
report by telegram. Acknowledge receipt. 

By command of Major-General Schofield. 

[Telegram.] 

RUGGLES, 
.Adjntant General. 

Gen. Wheaton to Adjuta~t-General U. S. Army. 

SAN ANTONio, TEx., November 18, 18.93. 
Dispatch of18th received. Maj. Henton, with company of infantry from old Fort 

Bliss in wagons and detachment of 30 cavalry from l!-,ort Hancock, ordered to San 
Elizario. 

[Telegram.] 

WHEATON, 
B1·igadier-Gene1·al, Comm.anding. 

Gen. Wheaton to Adjutant-General U. S. A1·my. 

SAJ.~ ANTONIO, TEx., Not•embe1·19, 1893. 
Maj. Henton left Fort Bliss a-t 10 o'clock Sa-tnrday night with company of infantry 

in wa-gons a,nd arrived at San Elizario at sunrise Sunday morning. After careful 
investigation and conference with mayor, city marshal, and postmaster, he reports 
that no armed party of any kinu has appeared in that vicinity, nor have any strangers 
visited the village for the purpose of creating a disturbance. Maj. Henton also re­
ports Mexican inhabitants quiet and peaceful and without arms of any kind. Lieut. 
Corcoran, Seventh Cavalry, with detachment of 30, from Hancock, reached San 
Elizario at 2 o'clock Sunday morning, having scouted the surrounding country with­
out finding any trace of armed party. Maj. Henton has been ordered to leave his 
command at San Elizario pending further investigation, and return himself to Et 
Paso for conference with Mexican consul, with view to locating party referred to by 
that official, and thereafter to take necessary measures to apprehend and disarm the 
party if found. 

WHEATON, 
Broigadim·-Geneml, Cornrnanding. 

Mr. Uhl to Sei'ior Romero. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, November 24, 1893. 

SIR: I have the honor to say that as appears from a reference by 
the Secretary of War of 23d instant, communicating a telegram from 
Gen. Wheaton of 20th instant, no information ha<l reached him that 
any armed party is assembling on the American side " to cross the Hio 
Grande." 

Accept, etc., 
EDWIN F. UHL, 

Acting Sec'retary. 
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[Inclosure.] 

Geneml Whea,ton to the Adjtdant-Gcneral. 

• [Telegram.] 

SAN ANTONIO, TEX., November 20, 1893. 
Yonr dispatch this date received. Commanding officer at Old Fort Bliss bad 

already been ordered to confer with commanding officer Mcxiean troor)s u,t Juarez 
and other Mexican officials. No informu,tion bas as yet reu,cbed me that llny armed 
party is assembling on our side to cross the Rio Grande. In order to more effectively 
gnard the Upper Rio Grande, I recommencl construction of barracks and quarters 
for two troops of cavalry at New Fort Bliss. 

FRANK "WHEATON, 
B1·igadier-General, Cornrnanding. 

Mr. Uhl to Sefior Rornero. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, Nove1nber 28, 1893. 

SIR: I have to say in further reference to your note of the 17th 
instant, that, as I learn by a telegram of 24th instant referred to me by 
the Secretary of War on the 25th, the eommandingofficer of the troops 
at San Antonio, Tex., is "of opinion that no armed party has crossed 
into Mexico from the United States at any point in the vicinity of El 
Paso," and adds that" Col. Lazelle is now in control of matters at that 
point, from whom a reportjs expected very soon as to the expediency 
of returning the cavalry to its post." 

Accept, etc., 
EDWIN F. UHL, 

Acting Secretary • 

.Mr. Uhl to Sefior Romero. 

DEPARTMENT OF 8TATE, 
lVc~shington, Nm,ernber 28, 1893. 

SIR: I have the honor to say, with further reference to your note of 
the 15th instant, that as appears by his letter of November 23d last, 
the governor of New Mexico has "given instructions to the sheriffs of 
the different counties bordering upon Mexico, to ascertain the truth of 
the statements" that persons having designs against the peace of 1\fexico 
are organizing in that quarter for the unlawful purposes apprehended, 
and to take immediate steps to prevent any violation of the neutrality 
laws, and in case of their inability to suppress such organization, to 
inform him of the fact. 

Accept, etc., 
EDWIN F. UHL, 

Acting Becretary. 
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Mr. Thayer to Mr. Foster. 

No. 360.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
The lietgue, Novernber 3, 1892. (Received November 14.) 

SIR: I have the honor to inclose herewith tbree copies (with trans­
lation) of the naturalization bill which has just passed the Second 
Chamber and is now under consideration in the First Chamber of the 
States-General. 

As I learn on good authority that there is no manifest opposition to 
the bill in the chamber where it is now being considered, and as the 
First Chamber bas no power of amendment, I hasten to send yon a 
full text of the measure, which is likely to become a law within the 
coming few days. 

The present naturalization law has been in force since the year 1850, 
except as the same has been amended slightly at different times siuce 
that date, though without touching the radical defects of the law, 
which the Second Chamber, after several months discussion, has aimed 
to cure in tbe bill which it has just passed. 

You will observe that articles 1 and 2 of the bill define the status 
of citizenship in the Netherlands, and article 13 prescribes the condi­
tions under which a residence may be acquired in the Kingdom. 

Article 3 of the bill recites, in substance, article 6 of theN etherlands 
constitution, which provides that naturalization in the 'Netherlands 
can only be obtained by special act of Parliament. 

It will be observed that the bill provides that every applican't for 
naturalization must produce a certificate setting forth the fact that he 
has paid into the royal treaRury the sum of 100 florins; that he has 
obtained the age of majority under Dutch law, and has either lost his 
citizenship, or has been a resident of the Kingdom or one of its colo­
nies for five years immediately preceding the date of his application; 
also, where the applicant is a foreign subject, he may be required to show 
that the laws of his country do not prohibit him from becoming aNeth-
erlands subject. · 

It is proper that I should note in this connection that the general 
law provide~ that unmarried persons attain their majority at 23, and 
that the minority of married persons under age ceases from the date of 
marriage. You will also observe that in case the applicant for natural­
ization is a married man the benefit of his naturalization extends by 
operation of law to his wife during life, unless within a year after dis­
solution of the marriage she notifies the proper authority of her desire 
to the contrary; also that should a woman who is a Dutch subject lose 
her nationality by reason of marriage to a foreigner, she may recover 
her citizenship, in case of dissolution of the marriage, by making appli­
cation to the civil authorities of the place where she last resided in the 
Netherlands, or the Dutch minister or consular officer in the country 

4.72 
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where she happens to be, within one year after dissolution of the mar-
ri~ . 

It will be further noticed that the law provides that the child of a 
naturalized Dutch citizen, born before the father's naturalization, 
whether legitimate, legitimized, or acknowledged, becomes thereby a 
Dutch citizen after reaching the age of majority, unless within the 
period of twelve months thereafter said child notifies one of the officials 
named in the bill of its desire to the contrary; the same rule obtaining 
in the case of the child of a widow who is naturalized after her bus­
band's death and the birth of the child. 

Article 7 recites the causes which produce the forfeiture of citizen­
ship, one of the most noteworthy being an absence from the Kingdom 
or its colonies for a period exceGding ten years, unless previous to the 
expiration of said time the absentee notifies one of the officials named 
in the bill that he has no intention to abandon citizenship. 

Lastly, it will be observed that naturalization may be granted in 
extraordinary cases for reasons of state. In el:l-ch case the law specifies 
the conditions on which the privilege is bestowed. 

One of the most important f~atures of the bill in question is, that it 
establishes an entirely different rule from the one now in existence, 
which makes every child born in the Kingdom a Dutch subject. 

I have, etc., 
SAMUEL R. THAYER. 

[Inclosure in No. 330.-Translation.] 

LAW RELATING TO NETHERLANDS CITIZENSHIP AND RESIDF.NTSlliP, 

ARTICLE 1. A Netherlands citizen by birth is-
( a) The legitimate, legitimized, or acknowledged child of any man who at the time 

of the birth of the child was a Dutch citizen. 
(b) 'l'he legitimate child of a Dutchman whose death occurred within the three 

hundred days immediately preceding the birth of the child. 
(c) '!'he acknowledged illegitimate child of any woman who at the time of the 

bhth of tLc child was a Dutch subject. 
(d) Any illegitimate child born within the Kingdom and not acknowledged by 

either father or mother. 
ART. 2. A Netherlands citizen is (a) any child born in the Netherlands the off­

spring of a resident of the Kingdom (either father or mother, according to the 
rules of article 1), the said father or mother being the child of a resident of the 
Kingdom, unless it can be shown that the parent or parents of the child are foTeign 
subjects. 

(b) Any foundling or deserted child in this Kingdom, provideLl there l1e no evi­
dence of parentage, or evidence that it is the legitimate, legitimized, or acknowl­
edged child of any porson. 

Art. 3. 'Naturalization in the Netherlands can only be acquired by special law. 
Every application for naturalization shall be accompanied by the payment of 

100 florins into the royal treasury. 
Every application for naturalization must be accompanied by a certificate show­

ing-
(1) That the applicant has attainell to the age of majority under the Dutch law. 
(2) That he has either lost his citizenship, or has resided in the Kingdom, its 

colonies! or possessions in other pa,rts of the world for the five consecutive years 
immediately preceding the date at which the application is made. 

(3) That he has deposited with the proper receiver of registration the sum of 
100 florins. 

And further, where the applicant is a foreigner it may be necessary that he show 
that the laws of his country do not bar his naturalization in the Netherlands. 

In cases where naturalization is not granted the 100 florins deposit shall be return­
. eel to the applicant. 

ART. 4. Naturalization may be granted for reasons of state. In such cases the 
provisions of article 3 have no application. 
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The law granting this right of naturalizu.tion specifies in every such case the con­
ditions on which it is llestowed. 

ART. 5. A married woman shall be accounted of the same nationality as her hus-
band during marriage. 

No married woman shall make ::tpplication for naturalization. 
Naturalization oTanted to a married man extends by operation of law to the wife. 
In cases of dissolution of m::trriage the provisions of articles 8 or 9 come into force. 
ART. 6. The legitimate, legitimized, or acknowledged child of a naturalizedDutch 

citizen, and born previous to the father's naturalization, is also included in the act 
of naturalization and continues to be regarded as a Dutch citizen after attaining 
majority, unless the s::tid child, within twelve months after coming of ao·e, notifies 
the burgomaster, or the proper authority of the place where it !:1st resided in the 
Kingdom, its colonies, or possessions in other pa.rts of the world, or in lieu thereof 
the Dutch minister or official in the foreign country, that it no longer desires to be 
considered a Dutch citizen. 

This provision applies in like case to the child of a widow who becomes 
naturalized after her husband's decease and the birth of the child. · 

ART. 7. Netherlands citizenship shall be forfcited-
(a) When a Dutch subject becomes naturalized in a foreign country, or in case of 

minors by participation in the naturalization of either father or mother. (See the 
distinctions made in article 1.) 

(b) By marriage in the c::tse of a woman (see article 5). 
(c) By voluntary n::tturalization in a foreign country. 
(d) By entering the service or army of a foreign power without special royal per­

mission. 
(e) By residence outside Dutch territory, provided such residence be not in an offi­

cial capacity, for a period exceeding ten consecutive years, in cases where the per­
son in question fails to notify the burgomaster or proper authority of the place 
where he last resirl.ed in the Kingdom, its colonies, or possessions in other parts of 
the world, or in lieu thereof the Dutch minister or consular official in the foreign 
country, that it is not his intention to abandon citizenship. 

Such notification dates the commencement of a new period of ten )7 ears. 
The ten-years period shall commence for minors from the day on which they attain 

majoTity according to the Dutch law. 
ART. 8. Any woman who has forfeited her nationality by marriage may recover 

the same, in case of dissolution of marriage, by making application to the burgo­
master or proper authority of the place where she last resided in the Kingdom, its 
colonies, or possessions in other parts of the woTld, or in lieu thereof to the Dutch 
minister or consular official in the foreign country, within a period not exceeding 
one year after the dissolution of the marriage. 

ART. 9. Any woman who has become a Dutch citizen by marriage remains such 
in case of dissolution of marriage, unless she notifies the burgomaster or proper 
authority of the place where she last resided in the Kingdom, its colonies, or pos­
sessions in other parts of the world, or in lieu thereof the Dutch minister or consular 
official in the foreign country, of her desire to the contrary, wj_thin a period not 
exceeding one year from the date of dissolution of the marriage. 

ART. 10. The legitimate, legitimized, or acknowledged child of a Dutch citizen 
born previous to the parent's naturalization in a foreign country, and having con­
sequently participated in the forfeiture of citizenship, may recover the same by 
applying therefor to the burgomaster or proper authority of the place where the 
child last resided in the Kingdom, its colonies, or possessions in other parts of the 
world, or in lieu thereof to the Dutch minister or consular official in the foreign 
country within one year of attaining majority according to the Netherlands law. 

This provision applies in like case to the child of a Dutch woman who becomes 
naturalized in a foreign country after her htlsband's decease or after the birth of 
the child. 

ART. 11. Once a year the minister of justice shaH pu'blisb in the official organ 
("de Staatscourant") the notifications made under the provisions of this law. 

ART. 12. All persons who are not Dutch citizens according to this law are for­
eigners. 

ART. 13. All persons who haye resided in the Kingdom, its colonies, or posses­
sion in other parts of tho world for the last eighteen months become residents of the 
Kingdom. 

ART. 14. All rights accorded residents of the Kingdom cease on the removal of 
such persons to a new domicile outside the Kingdom. 

ART. 15. Any minor under Dutch law, whose father or guardian is a resident 
of the Kingdom (see article 13), has the same status as the father or guardian in 
that respect; a.nd should he after attaining majority establish a domicile in the 
Kingdom, he continues to be a resident thereof. 

ART. 16. Whenever in any laws provisions exist relating to the privileges of 
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residents of the Kingdom, such provisions shall be only applicable to the subjects 
treated of in those laws. 

Supplementm·y p1·ovis·ions. 

With exception oftl:iose who, by the law of September 2, 1854, are regarded in tl1e 
Netherlands Indies as natives, or on an equal footing with natives, all persons who 
at the time a,t which this law comes into operation ha,ve the status of Netherlands 
citizens~ continue as such until they forfeit their citizenship by the provisions of 
the same. 

All persons residing outside the Kingclom, its colonies, or possessions in other parts 
of the world, shall date the commencement of the period mentioned in article 7, 
clause 5, from the clay on which thL'> law comes into operation. 

Any person born in the Kingdom, the child of parents not residents in the King­
dom, and not twenty-four years of age when this law comes into force, may become 
a Dutch citizen by notifying the burgomaster of the place where he resides within 
twelve months therefrom, or within a year of his attaining his majority, of his inten­
tion to remain in the Kingdom. 

Foreigners who, at the time when this law comes iuto force, have conforrred to 
the requirements of article 8 of the civil code, shall possess equal rights as Nether­
lands citizens in so far as relates to civil rights and privileges accorded by article 
19 of the law of August 13, 1840. 

Final p1·ovisions. 

With the exception of reservations made in the aforenamed provisions, the law 
repeals articles 5 to 12, inclusive, of the civil code, as also the laws of July 28, 1850, 
May 3, 1851, and the law of December 21, 1850. 

Wherever the law speaks of "Nether lands citizens," either in the language of the 
civil code or the law giving effect to article 7 of the Constitution, the said words 
s1mll be changed to "Netherlands citizens as defined in the law relating to Nether­
lands citizenship and residentship ;" except in article ~ of the law of April 6, 
1875, where the words: "according to the civil code" shaH be changed into: "accord­
ing to the law relating to Netherlands citizenship and residentsllip, the same apply­
ing to persons born of parents born of parents residing in the Netherlands colonies 
or possessions in other parts of the world. 

The law shall take effect from and after July 1, 1893. 

JJir. Thayer to llfr. Foster. 

No. 367.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED 8'1'ATES, 
The Hague, December· 30, 1892. (Received January 10, 1893.) 

SIR: Referring to my dispatch, No. 360, dated .November 3, 1892, 
relating to the naturalization bill under consideration in the first 
chamber of the States-general, I have the honor to state that the said 
measure has passed botb chambers of the states-general and received 
the royal sanction. 

I have, etc., 
SAMUEL R. THAYER. 
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lJfr. Sperry to ~Mr. Foster. 

No. 10.) LEGATION OF THE UNITED STA'fES, 
Tehera.n, Persia,, January 16, 1893. (Received February 28.) 

SIR: I have the honor to report that on the lOth January instant, a 
complaint was received at this legation from the Rev. Lewis F. Esselstyn, 
in regard to an insult received the day before, the 9th of January, in the 
streets of Teheran by :1\frs. Lewis F. Esselstyn, his wife, and a request 
made that the offender be arrested and punished. 

On the 22d October 1892, just after Mr. Fox had left 'feheran, a com­
phtint of the same general nature was received at this legation from 
Mr. Esselstyn, in regard to himself. Mr. John Tyler, interpreter, who 
was in charge of the legation at that time, promptly took such measures 
as secured, in that case, satisfactory reparation and justice. I inclose 
the correspondence in f.hat case. 

Mrs. Esselstyn's case was promptly brought to the attention of the 
poliee, and arrest was made, but not of the right person; this error was 
promptly rectified by arresting the real offender, wlw was brought to 
this legation, identified, and his guilt proven, and adequate punish­
ment administered, under such circumstances and conditions as are 
fully set forth in the report of the matter which I made to Mr. Esselstyn 
on the 14th Jan nary. I take pleasure in stating that the public authori­
ties of Teheran supported and cooperated with the legation in every 
respect. · 

~rhe munshi of this legation was sent as an official witness of the 
punishment. A copy of his report in Persian and English accompanies 
this dispatch. 

The bond taken from the culprit and his relatives for the future good 
behavior of the boy (he is 18 years old) is on file in the police office of 
this city, and a true copy has been placed on record at this legation. 
I send herewith a copy of this bond in Persian and English. 

I also send a copy of Mr. Esselstyn's reply to the report which I 
made to him on Saturday, the 14th January. 

It 'faS annoying to me that this affair occurred so soon aft.er my 
arrival, and while I was still engaged in making the long round of cer­
emonial visits upon the officers of His Majesty's Government. I believe 
that by making a responsible officer of police a party to the examina­
tion I have succeeded in creating the impression here that this lega­
tion desires for American residents in Persia nothing further than that 
safety from insult and injury which is secured to American citizens, 
residing abroad, by all friendly nations. 'rhe necessity for the punish­
ment of the boy was as frankly admitted by the public authorities of 
Teheran as it was evident to me, although heretofore the duty of 
whipping men or boys has never been laid upon me. 

I have, etc., 
WATSON R. SPERRY. 

476 
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[Inclosme 1 in No. 10.) 

Mt·. Esselsty.n to Mr. Tyler. 

Tehe,·an, Pet·sia, Jnnnat·y 10, 1893. 
DEAR MR. TYI,ER: I am loth to take Mr. Sperry's time and attention with matters 

like the following, while at the same time I can not let it pass unnoticed, henoo 
I impose upon your kindness. If need l>e, in your judgment, I will make forma,l 
complaint to Mr. Sperry. 

Yesterday afternoon Mrs. Esselstyn, accompanied by :1 man servant, a wot11an 
servant, and a soldier, was down in the district kno•vn as tbe 1\'fabal-i-Arabh:m, just 
south of the gas-works street., just to the east and sololth of tAle Cannon Square. She 
was there hunting up some poor people we had heard of, in order to help them. At 
the time of the occurrence I will mention she was near the house of the Sorn-ed­
Dowlah. 

A young man by the name of Akbar Khan, son of Hajii Amir Akbar, of the 
Mohamed Dowlah (Shahzadch Farad Mirza), withemt the slightest provocation, used 
insulting language to my wife. Up<m being politely requested to keep still and go 
away he iucreased his insults to tho most extreme degree of vileness and obscenity, 
both by language and gesture. My wife was compelled to taka refuge in a house 
near by. 

I beg you to take whatever steps may be necessary to bring the offender tG justice 
and punish him to the full extent of the law. 

The bearer, my servant, was with Mrs. Esselstyn at the time, aml I have told him 
that if you desire h101 is to accompany an officer to find and identify the offender. 

Yours, etc., 
LEWIS F. EffisELSTYN. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 10.] 

Mr. Esselstyn to Mr. Tyl~.r. 

TEHERAN, October 2:2, 1892. 
DEAR SIR: Yesterday afternoon I was coming up the street from the direction of 

S:1:bze Maidan towards the Shams-el-Amereh. A short distance south of the Shams­
el-Amereh a good-sized boy ran out of a shoe shop on the east sidt~ of the street, 
stealthily came up behind my carriage, and struck me a fairly hard blow in the 
back. I went hack and demanded redres3 from the master of the shop into which 
the boy fled. The boy was identified, but I could get no satisfaction. 

You can identify the boy by applying to Ustad Petros, a Protest:tnt Armenian who 
has a tailor's shop on the west side of the st.reet near where the thing occurred, and 
was a witness to it. 

Will you take the necessary steps to identify the boy and give him all necessary 
punishment~ 

Yours, etc., 
LEWii F. EssELSTYN. 

P. S.-l'm leaving for Hamaclan next Tuesday. 

[Inclosure 3 in No. 10.] 

Mr. Tyler to Mr. Esselstyn. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED ~TATE'S, 
1'eheran, O'JtobC'r 22, 1892. 

DEAR Sm: In reply to your Jetter just received, I beg to express my regret at the 
insult and the assault to which you have been subjeGk'<l at the hands of a Persian 
boy, and at the same time to assure you that I shall take steps to have the boy 
apprehended and exemplary chastisement administered to him. 

I remain, etc., 
JOHN TYLER, 

Interp1·eter in Charge. 
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[Inclosure 4 in No. 10.) 

Mr. Tyler to Mr. Esselstyn. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Tehera11, October 25, 1892. 

DEAR SIR: I beg to inform you that the boy who committed the assault on you in 
the Jabba Khaneh street on Friday last is now at the legaLion, in the custody of the 
police. 

If you will kindly come to the legation and identify and affirm that he is the 
actual boy, with the view to his being punished, I shall be much obliged. 

I remain, etc., • 
JOHN 'l'YLER1 

Intel)_J1'etm· in Charge. 

NOTE.-'l'he boy having aclmHted the offense charged against him was taken to 
the place where the assault was committed, and some stripes with a stick were admin­
istered to him, ancl at the same time the boy's master was -bound over to be respon­
sible for the boy's good behavior in the future. 

JOHN 'l'YLER, 

[Inclosure 5 in No. 10.) 

M1·. Sperry to M1·. Esselstyn. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Teheran, Janum·y 14, 1893. 

DEAR SIR: In the matter of the complaint made by you to this legation on the 
lOth of January in regard to certain insults offered to Mrs. Esselstyn, your wife, 
in the streets of Teheran on the 9th January, I have the honor to report to you 
the following as the result of your complaint, and the official proceedings which in 
consequence took place: 

Your note regarding the occurrence reached this legation on the lOth of January. 
Your statement of the affair was transmitted officially to the chief of police on the 
evening of the lOth, and was accompanied by a request from this legation that the 
young man complained of~ one Ali Akbar Khan, be immediately arrested and 
brought to this legation. 

On the afternoon of the 11th of January it was reported by the police to this 
legation that the arrest has been made, and the reply from this legation ·was to 
bring the boy here that evening. This was thereupon done, and you ancl Mrs. 
Esselstyn being present, it was at once discovered that the person arrested was not 
the one complained of, but his younger brother, one Ibrahim Khan. 'l'he police 
were then requested to rectify their error, and to bring l>efore this legation Ali 
Akbar Kahn. On the 12th of January the police reported that they had Ali Akbar 
Khan in arrest, and that he was at the disposal of the legation. 

A request was thereupo~ sent to the poliee that he be brought to this legation 
that evening, the 12th January, and that some superior officer of police be permitted 
to accompany the squad, in order to watch the proceedings and to aid the legation 
with his judgment. Gen. Mirza Hassan Khan came to this legation on the even­
ing of the 12th January as the represcntaLive of the police, in answer to this 
request, and the person complained of was duly brought here. Mrs. Esselstyn 
and other witnesses being present, the examination then proceeded. It was shown 
that Ali Akbar Khan was the person complained of; that he had used grossly inde­
cent language within the hearing of Mrs. Esselstyn and - others; that he had 
evidently directed this language at Mrs. Esselstyn, and designed it to injure and 
wound her feelings, she at the time being upon an errand of mercy, and in no wise 
having injured or even annoyed Ali Akbar Khan; neither had her servants injured 
or annoyed him. The insult being thus shown to be unprovoked and wanton, and 
being of gross quality, it was concluded, with the ready assent of Gen. Mirza Hassan 
Khan, that the boy must be punished. This, I believe, was also your judgment. 

It was thereupon decided that the boy must be whipped on his back, be wearin~ 
at the time only one shirt and one thin coat, and that bonds for his permanent good 
behavior must be taken from him and from his responsible relatives. 

'l'he munshi of this legation was sent to the police office as an official witness of 
this punishment, which was inflicted that same evening of the 12th January, Gen. 
Mirza Hassan Khan recommending this prompt course. 'fbe munshi's report is, 
in substance, as follows: '!'hat be went to the police office at my orders; that Ali 
Akbar Khan was whipped upon the back and shoulders in his presence with a cat of 
five tails, eighteen blows being given with the cat; and that the punishment was so 
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severe that the culprit was overcome by it. The bonds for future good behavior have 
also been made out, and at this date the originals are at this legation. These bonds 
have been given by Ali Akbar Khan, by his younger brother, and by his uncle. 
Copies of these bonds will be preserved in the archives of this legation, and the 
original bonds will be kept on file in the office of police. A true copy of the mun­
shi's report and also a true copy of the bonds aTe inclosed with this statement. 

I certainly ~ope that the proceedings which followed your entirely justifiable com­
plaint and that the punishment which has been administered to the offender will 
prove to be satisfactory to Mrs. Esselstyn and to yourself. I learn that the punish­
ment given to the young man is regarded a.s entirely just at the police office, aud 
that the entire proceeding meets with the approval of the public authorities of 
Teheran. I regard this general approval Ly the authorities of this capital as in a 
considerable degree a guaranty against a recurrence of such annoyances and injuries 
as Mrs. Esselst~rn received in this instance. .Jf this result shall follow, one of the 
objects at which I aimed will be attrtiuccl. 

With the highest respect, etc., 
WATSON R. SPERRY. 

[Inclosure 6 in No. 10-Translation.] 

BOND TO KEEP THE PEACE. 

I, Ali Akbar Khan, the nephew of Hajii Amir-Akbar (master of the house), jointly 
with my uncle, Hajii Naib, aud my brother, Ibraheem Khan, have undertaken and 
bound myself, at the office of police, that from this time onwards should I be seen 
or heard to insult any European, whether man or woman, I will endure one month's 
incarceration in the prison of the police and suffer 100 stripes of the bastinaclo. 

The'!>e few words are set forth as a bond for my future good behavior. 
Dated the 26th of Iamadi the second A. H. 1310. 

ALI AKBAR KHAN. 
HAJII NAIB. 
IBRAHEEM KHAN. 

[SEAL.] 
[SEAL.] 
[SEAL.] 

P. S.-Furthermore, it is undertaken that he shall not behave unseemly or impu-
dently, especially towards any United States citizen. 

ALI AKBAR KHAN. [SEAL. J 
HAJII NAIB. [SEAL.] 
lBRAHEEl\1 KHAN, [SEAL. J 

Note on the execution of justice by the chief of police. 

Acting on the information of his excellency the minister of the United States, in 
conformity with a complaint made by Mr. Esselstyn, an AmeTican clergyman, that 
Ali Akbar Khan, nephew of Hajii Amir Akbar, had used insulting language to Mr. 
Esselstyn's servant reflecting most seriously on Mrs. Esselstyn (in her presence), 
in order to uphold the honor and respect of the legation, the necessary steps 
were taken by the police authorities to vindicate the claims of justice, and in order 
to give satisfaction to Mrs. Esselstyu, according to her wish, the said Ali Akbar 
Khan has Leen punished, and, by the bond of good behavior, his brother and his 
uncle bind themselves t.hat so long as they live no unworthy behavior shall proceed 
from them. 

Seal of the chief of police. 

[Inclosure 7 in No. 10.-Translation.] 

DECLARATION BY THE MUNSHI OF THE LEGATION. 

I, Mirza Abul Kassan Khan, the chief munshi of the United States legation, in 
compliance with the orders of his excellency the minister of the United States, on 
the evening of Friday the 23 of Jamadi the second, A. H., corresponding to the 13th 
of January, 1893, went to the chief police office of this city for the purpose of 
being a witness to the punishment of Ali AkbaT Khan, who had insulted Mrs. Essel­
styn, a native of the United States of America, in the public streets, hereby testify 
that eighteen stripes wit.h a cat of £ve tails (over a thin coat and shirt) were given 
on the back and shoulders of Ali Akbar Khan, and so severely was the punishment 
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inflicted that the culprit w~ overcom~ by it, and he cried and begged for mercy. 
Thereupon I, on the part of the legatiOn and the lady insulted, ordered the boy 
to be released and be let go. 

Then, ir. my presence, a bond was taken from the culprit, his brother, and uncle, 
binding him over to keep the peace toward Mrs. Esselstyn for the remainder of his 
ife. ... 

MIRZA AB UL KASSAN. 

[InclosureS in No. lO.] 

Mr. Esselstyn to Mr. Tyler. 

TEHERAN, PERSIA, Ja.nua·ry 14, 1893. 
DEAR MR. TYLER: Please say to Mr. Sperry that I have received his inclosure. 

As you request, I hand you herewith twenty krans, anams (presents), for the police­
men. 

Will you kindly thank Mr. Sperry and yourself for your prompt action in the 
matter of the insults offered to Mrs. Esselstyn by Ali Akbar Kh an. 

Yours, etc., 
LEWIS F. ESSELSTYN. 

Mr. Sperry to Mr. Foste'r. 

[Extract.) 

No.13.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, • 
Teheran, Persia, January 25, 1893. (Received March 11.) 

SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith a report from John Tyler, 
esq., the interpreter of this legation, in regard to a serious and unjusti­
fiable interference with the rights of American missiouaries at Tabriz. 
It will appear from Mr. Tyler's report thart there were signs of hostility 
to the religious and educational work of the American (Presbyterian) 
mission establishment at Tabriz before Mr. Fox, vice-consul, left this 
legation. The open act of interference was committed, however, after 
1\ir. :Fox's departure, on the 6th of October, 1892. At the date of tllis 
act, 27th October, 1892, there was no one at this legation with official 
power to deal with the matter. Mr. Tyler, as interpreter, \vas in charge 
of the legation, and in the emergency he very thoroughly and ably 
took the business in hand. Although without official standing before 
the Persian Government, his long and respecta~le career in Persia, and 
the personal friendship which exists between him and the principal 
officers of his Imperial Majesty the Shah, and also the personal 
acquaintance which he has the honor to have with the Shah, enabled 
him to bring the subject effectively before the Persian ~utlwrities in 
this city. The matter was the more delicate because the \York of the 
missionaries at Tabriz was interrupted under cover of the authority of 
the heir apparent, who is the governor of Tabriz. It is to be said that 
the disposition of the responsible ministers of His Majesty's Govern­
ment was most friendly to the United States, but this fact does not 
diminish the credit due to Mr. Tyler for the promptness, thoroughness, 
and intellectual force with which he preselited the case of the mission­
aries and urged that due reparation be made. The entire correspond­
~nce, which is very long, would make this eve.n more evident than the 
summary which Mr. Tyler has made in his report. 

To my mind the most serious aspect of this affair is its arbitrary 
quality. No complaints were made. The missionaries were not 
informed that they were pursuing a course which was offensive to the 
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native authorities. No opportunity was given for a comparison of the 
facts with the complaints. But after some informal and irresponsible 
talk, on the part of a subordinate, which did not rise in importance 
much above gossip, the seals were summarily placed upon both the 
school and the church, thus completely arresting the work of the 
missionaries, and in fact punishing them to that extent and degree 
while the question was being argued as to whether or not they deserved 
punishment. This was not only eminently unfair, but the later 
removal of the seals by the Persian Government shows that it was 
also unjustifiable. No conditions were exacted, or even mentioned, as 
the price of the removal. The wrong which it was thus conceded had 
heen done was simply cured. But to cure the wrong did not carry 
with it amends for the protracted interval during which the mission­
aries were forced, by a secret and summary process, to endure the 
wrong. 

There is probably much in the fanatical nature of the population of 
Tabriz, in the local atmosphere, which explains this act of summary 
suppression. But to explain the act is not to show that it may safely 
be allowed to be repeated. On the contrary, the explanation shows 
that the Government of the United States ought to make more effect­
ive proviRion for the safety of its citizens residing in Tahriz. Some 
officer of the United States should be there with power to receive and 
examine complaints, and to transmit them in authentic shape to this 
legation, in case the matter goes so far as that; and all this should be 
done, and tequired to be done, before punishment is inflicted. Other­
wise the work of the missionaries at 'l'abriz is liable to summary and 
prolonged interruption at any moment. 

For some time the missionaries at Tabriz have beeu looking to the 
English authorities in that city for such assistance as they might 
require. You will recall what efficient assistance was rendered by Uol. 
Stewart, at that time consul-general in Tabriz (now at Odessa, Russia), 
at the time of the murder of Mrs. \'Vri.ght. 

Under our treaty with Persia the United States have the right to have 
a consul at Tabriz. This right is not now exercised, and, I believe, 
never has been exercised. I have ventured to write to the Rev. Mr. 
Wilson, asking him to suggest the name of some responsible man liv­
ing at Tabriz who would serve as the official representative of the 
United States in that city. Any suggestions that he may make will be 
at once forwarded to Washington for your consideration and that of 
the President. I am clear in my own mind that there ought to be an 
official representative of the United States in Tabriz, no matter how 
limited his powers may be. 

Before American churches and schools in Persia are closed and 
placed in disuse there ought to be official knowledge of the matter by 
an authorized representative of the United States, to whom the Per­
sian authorities, e~n the most fanatical, would feel bound to go and to 
explain before the act of interference occurred, to the end that the 
condemnation may not come first and the hearing afterward. 

I inclose herewith a copy of a resolution adopted at Tabriz in regard 
to my own relation to the -removal of the seals. The work had been 
done when I arrived by Mr. Tyler, and the resolution of thanks to 
him is the more important. 

The thanks of the missionaries have been sent to the Shah and his 
Government. - , - - - -

I have, etc., 
w .ATSON R. SPERRY, 

~ R--3! 
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[Inclosure Lin dispatch No. 13.] 

Mr. Tyler to Mt·. Spen·y. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Teheran, Persia, Jttnuary 26, 1893. 

Sm: I have the honor to present for your information a report on the facts and cir­
cumstauces which developed themselves in connection with the closing and sealing 
by the authorities, on the 27th of October last, of the doors of the American Pres­
byterian mission church and boys' school in Tabriz. 

For some time previously to these extreme measures being taken it appears that 
there had been considerable opposition to awl agitation against the work of the mis­
sion, though not against the missionaries in their private ca.pacity. In a letter 
addressed to me as early as the 4th of May Mr. Wilson, one of the missionaries, com­
plained of the highhanded and unjustifiable behavior of the Armenian bishop of 
Tabriz, who had taken and forcibly detained a young Protestant girl, a member of 
the mission church. This Episcopal dignitary had not, it appears, confined his inter­
ference aml annoyance to the American missionaries only, for Mr. Wilson states in 
his letter that both the French and Turkish governments formally protested agaiust 
him to the Shah's Government. 

Shortl,y after this Mrs. vVibon, writing to the missionaries in Teheran, expressed 
her apprehension that the Mohammedan population might be ineited against them. 
On Mr. Fox's first interview with the foreign minister after his retm'n from his tonr 
in the south, he spoke to his excellency on the subject, who promised to make inqui­
ries, and if it should appear that there was a just cause for complaint or any ground 
for fear on the part of the missionaries~ he would immediately communicate with the 
prince governor, the heir apparent. From this time no official report was made to the 
legation unt.il the lOth of November, when a dispatch, covering a letter from Dr. 
Vanneman, the medical officer in charge of the mission, was received from the acting 
English consul-general in 'l'abriz, informing the legation that the mission church and 
boys' school in that city had been closed and sealed by the orders of the prince gov­
ernor. 

Dr. V::mneman, in his letter to the acting English consul, states that for seveml 
days preceding the scaling of the ehurch and boys' school, the mirza (native secre­
tary) of the foreign office representative came to the school and told the Armenian 
teacher, who was present, that complaints had been made against the ornamental 
entranee to the roof of the church, about the ten commandments being printed on 
the walls inside, that Mohammedan children attended the school, and that Moslem 
women came to the houses of the missionaries. On being shown the entrance to 
the roof of the church, the ten comrr.anclments printed inside the church, and on 
receiving assurances that no Moslem children attended the school, aml that Persian 
women only attended Dr. Miss Bradford to be treated professionally, the mirza 
seemed satisfied and left. Dr. Vanneman remarkefl that as no complaint was either 
made to himself or to his associat@, Mr. Brashear, they paid little attention to the 
visit of' the mirza or his conversation with the teacher. Dr. Vanneman further­
more states that the doors were closed and sealed without any commnuication 
whatever being made either to himself or any other person responsible for the man­
agement of the mission. Immediately on his becoming aware of what had been 
done by the authorities he at once sent word to the acting English consnl, who sent 
his ruirza to the foreign office I'epresentative with a request to have the seals 
removed, at least until the return of Mr. W~ilson (the oldest member of the mission), 
who at that time was on a visit to Ramadan, to attend the annual meeting of the 
mission. He was, however, put off with some evasive reply. Dr. V-anneman himself 
sought and obtained an interview with the foreign office representative and demanded 
to know why such an unusual and unjustifiable step had been taken. 

He was told that the valiahcl (heir apparent) had given the orders without assign-
~~ro~. , • 

The acting English consul-general in his dispatch to the legation expresses him­
self very freely on the subject. He states that the whole matter was traceable to 
the agitation by the Armenian priests, and that they bribed the officials to induce 
them to close the church and school. He adds that they di<l not produce and prove 
one specific case, and that it was an attempt to interfere with the right of Persian 
subjects to worship in that form which their consciences approved. 

Immediately on receipt of the acting consul's dispatch I wrote to the foreign 
minister requesting the favor of an interview as soon as possible~ but in conse11uencc 
of a death in his family and the usual funeral ceremonies not being concluded, he 
could not see me until two clays afterwards. 

In my interview with his excellency I mentioned the various charges that had been 
brought against the missionaries, and the explanations and denials which they had 
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given, and I ventured to express my conviction that there was no ground for the 
action taken by the authorities, and that I hoped he would give orders to have the 
seal1:> removed without any formal representation ueing made from the legation to 
the foreign office. He replied that as the prince governor was concerned in the 
matter he could not cancel an order given by him wHhout first bringing the facts of 
the case to the notice of the Shah, and asked me to put in writing what I had just 
stated to him verbally. On the following day I sent a dispatch in Persian and Eng­
lish, in which! stated that from the information I was able to gather from the letter 
of Dr. Vanneman, l\1nssulman women did not attend the services of the church, 
although they did visit the lady doctor (Dr. Bradford), but only to be treated pro­
fessionally; that Moslem boys did not attend the school, which was entirely devoted 
to the educat,ion of Armenians and N estortans: that the missionaries had not the 
least desire either to oft'end the religions sentiments or the artistic tastes of the 
Government authorities, in adopting that peculiar style for the entrance to the roof 
of the church of which complaint had been made; t,hat it seemed difficult to raise 
any objection to the ten commandments being printed on the inside of the wall of 
the church, as that was a custom generally observed in most Christian countries, 
and that they merely inculcated man's duty to God, to his parents, to his neighbors, 
and to mankind; that the missionaries regretted that these complaints were not 
made directly to them, and an opportunity afforded them of giving explanations. I 
added that I thought it would be evident to his excellency that the missionaries 
bad in no way departed from that sphere of benevolent work among native C}lris­
tians, which had been graciously permitted and recognized for so many years past 
by the Government of His Imperiall\1ajesty the Shah. In conclusion, I begged his 
Excellency to take such steps as he might deem advisable to have the seals removed, 
and the work and worship of the missionaries be allowed to go on as usual. 

On the 14th of November, I addressed a letter to Mr. Paton, the actin~ Bnglish 
consul-general, thanking him for the interest he bad taken and the efforts be had 
made to !.lave the matter settled. 

'l'he Rev. S. G. Wilson, having heard, at Ramadan, of the closing of the church 
and school, wrote to me on the 9th of November, giving certain particulars relating 
to the building of the church and other matters, all of which I found useful in my 
communications with the foreign office. I replied to this on the 17th, informing 
Mr. Wilson of the arguments I had used with the foreign minister in refutation of 
the complaints that had been made against the mission, and assuring him of my 
intention to do all I possibly could to remove the impediment that had been raised 
against their work. 

Considering that I had already waited sufficiently long to allow the foreign min­
ister to institute inquiries in Tahriz, I sent a verbal message to the under secretary 
of state, on the 5th of December, asking when I might expect a reply to my letter of 
the 13th of November. He replied that he hoped all would be satisfactorily 
arranged. Not getting any written communication from the foreign minister, I 
sent a formal memorandum to the foreign office on the 9th, in which I reminded 
the Department that in my dispatch of the 13th of November, I had proved that 
there was no justification for closing the church and school, and I bad hoped that 
when it had made the inquiries an order would be given to remove the seals. I 
remarked, further, tllat in consequence of the rains, and access to the roof heing 
closed, considerable damage bad been done to the church. In order to emphasize 
my arguments I added that the matter had been reported to the board of foreign 

; missions in America, and I begged that the seals might be removed before it was 
brought to the notice of the U.S. Government. 

On Sunday, the 14th of December, I received the reply of the foreign office to -my 
two communications, which I will presently analyze in detail, and also give a sum­
mary of my reply sent in parallel columns of Persian and English; but in order to 
preserve some continuity in my report I will briefly state, that in reply to a tele­
gram from Mr. Wilson I observed that the foreign minister considered the question 
a serious one, and tha,t he evidently would not on his own responsibility order the 
church and school to be opened; and as the Shah had been out of Teheran for nearly 
three weeks on a hunting expedition, some unavoidable delay had been caused. 

I inclosed in this letter a copy of the foreign office memorandum, and requested 
Mr. Wilson to read over the document very carefully, and make such remarks on 
the charges brought forward as he might consider advisable, and forward them to 
me as soon as possible. 

The charges preferred against the missionaries, in the memorandum referred to 
above, were contained in a report from the foreign-office representative addressed 
to the minister of that department, and in substance are as follows: 

That the missionaries had built the church without the permission and sanction 
of the Government authorities; that they had added a spire to the edifice, with the 
object of Langing therein a nakoos; that they h~d been preaching in the church; 
that they admitted Armenian children to the schools, and taught them the rules 
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and principles of the Protestant faith; that Mussulmans had been converted to 
Christianity; that Mussulman children attended the school in opposition to the laws 
of the religion aml the state; that they published a curriculum of the lessons given 
in the school; that Mohammedans had been converted to Christians in Oroomiah and 
Salmos; that all persons before entering the service of the missionaries 'llere com­
pelled to be baptized; that Persian (Mussulman) women attended the services of 
the clJUrch; that Mr. Easton (one of tl1e missionaries) had had the photo of a 
Mohammedan woman taken in a group of his family; that Protestants had a church 
for their worship and preaching contrary to the laws of the state; that certain 
Arrneuians were induced by improper methods (by payments of money) to send 
their children to the schools; that the Armenian bishop and priests had complained 
to the authorities on the subject. 

In commenting upon and refuting these charges I took occasion first to thank the 
foreign office for instituting inquiries as to the truth or falsehood of the accusations 
brought against the missionaries; but I remarked that, as these proceedings had not 
resnltell in the removal of the seals fi·om the church and school, and that as the 
report of the foreign office representative was in such conflict with the information 
suppliecl by the missionaries, a reply in some detail seemed to be unqu~stionauly 
demanded. Briefly stated it was as follows: 

First. With regard to the charge that the missionaries had built the church with­
out the permission of the Government authorities, I replied that this was not cor­
red, as they held a paper given to them for that purpose. 

Secondly. To the charge that they had added a spire to the church, with the 
object of hanging therein a nakoos (a heavy plank of wood suspended on hinges, 
and struck with a mallet to call to 1waycrs). I denied that such was the case, and it 
was simply and solely intended as an entrance to the roof. 

Thirdly. As to the complaint that the missionaries had been guilty of preaching 
in the church, I observed that the construction of a church presupposed the holding 
of service, and that preaching fo1·med a necessary and important part in them. 

Fourthly. In reply to the complaint that Armenian children attended the schools, 
I admitted that the missionaries did uot deny the fact; but I added that as the rules 
of faith and conduct were identical in these two sections of the Christian church, 
there could be no objection to their being taught in the school. 

Fifthly. Wit.h regard to t.he assertion that Mohammedans had been converted to 
Christianity, I stated that no such report had reached the legation, and that I very 
much doubted if such au event had taken place. 

Sixthly. In answer to the charge that Mussulman children attended the school, I 
said the missionaries declared that it was not true, with the sole exception of the 
foreign-office representative's mirza's son, who merely went to learn English; hut I 
added if the mirza. disapprovefl of his son's going, he could have ordered him to stay 
away, and there would have been an end of the matter. If his object, however, in 
sending him to the school was to have a pretext for bringing a charge against the mis­
sionaries or stir up ill feeling, it was for the foreign office to judge whether the 
missionarie~ or the mirza was in fault. 

Seventhly. Regarding the publication of the curriculum of the studies in the 
school, I replied that these missionaries denied that such was the case, or that any 
order was given to them to discontinue the teaching as was asserted. Indeed, 
they complained that these charges were not made to them personally, and so an 
opportunity afforded them of making an explanation. In fact both the church 
and school had been closed without any direct communication being made to them 
on the snbject. 

Eighthly. ·with regard to the conversion of Mohammedans to Christianity iu Oroo­
miah and Salmos, I reminded the foreign office that missionaries had been located 
amongst the Nestorians iu those places for upwards of fifty years without any 
charge whatever being brought against their moral character, and it was possible 
that during that long period some cases of conversion had taken place, just as many 
Christians had become Muswlmans; but I thought that the foreign office would per­
ceive that this question had little relevancy to the subject at issue. 

Ninthly. With reference to the accusation that all persons entering the service of 
the missionaries were first compelled to be baptized, I observed that the foreign 
office knew as well as the legation that baptizing a man (supposing the charge to be 
true, which the missionaries denied) no more made him a Christian than did the 
pronunciation of the name of Mohammed make a man a Mussulman. 

Teuthly. To the charge that Mussulman women attended the services of the church, 
I replied that the missionaries denied this, but admitted that some flid visit the lady 
doctor to rijceive advice and assistance, but with no other motive or intention what­
ever. 

Eleventhly. In noticing the accusation that Mr. Easton had had the photo of a 
Mussulmau woman taken in the group of his family, I stated that I felt sure that 
Mr. Easton had not the remotest intention of :j.p.f'rin~iu~ the laws of the country, or 
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that he supposed this act would be made a pretext for closing the doors of the house 
of God, and I was convinced that if he had had the faintest idea that such a result 
would have followed he would not have committed so serious an act of indiscretion. 
Moreover, he left 'fabriz in the spring, and was in no way connected with this church. 

Twelfthly. On the question that Protestants had built themselves a church, I 
ventured to observe that through the favor of His Imperial Majesty the Shah, peo­
ples of various religions were allowed to have churches in which to worship God in 
their own way, and I was quite certain that it was neither the wish of the Shah uor 
his Government, nor that of the crown prince, that Protestants should be denied 
this privilege. 

Thirteenthly. To the charge thut certain Armenians were induced by unlawful 
means to send their children to the school, I maintained that if their parents were 
satisfied that these children were thereby made Letter citizens and subjects, which 
were points of great importance in the Christian relrgion, no real damage was done 
to the state. 

l!'ourteenthly. Regarding the complaints of the Armenian bishop and priests, I 
held it probable that if these persons were to pay more attention to the improve­
ment of their system of education, and make greater efforts to carry it into efl"ect, 
the children would most likely be sent to their schools instead of to those of the 
missionaries. 

In commenting on these charges I remarked that I felt it necessary to make each 
one the subject of some observations and explanations, which I trusted would be 
found satisfactory to the imperial foreign office, and that it would he admitted 
there was no fnrther necessity for keeping the church and school closed. I added, 
moreover, that the legation in considering these charges (the first that had been 
brought against the missionaries) felt, without in the least desiring to !!ive trouble 
to the Government, that it would have been preferable had the authorities, before 
taking this extreme step, made some communication to the legation, that it might 
have instituted inquiries as to the truth of the charges made against the mission­
aries of infringing the laws of the country. In conclusion, I remarked that the 
legation had taken and would continue to take the profoundest interest in all tl1at 
concerned the happines,, prosperity, and stability of the Kingdom, and would 
cooperate with the Imperial Government in preventing disaensions and disputes 
between their respective subjects and so perpet.uate that harmony and good feeling 
which it was the utmost desire of the U. t::l. Government to foster and consolidate. 

Simultaneously with the above memorandum I had the honor to announce to the 
minister of foreign affairs the receipt of your telegram from Vienna and the prob­
able date of your arrival at the Persian port of Enzelli, and I hoped that this infor­
mation would induce the authorities to see the wisdom and justice of opening the 
church and schools without further delay. 

On the 17th of December I received from the foreign office a memorandum in the 
form of a, reply to mine of the 14th, in w bich the minister asserts his belief that 
his r·epresentative in Tabriz had given an unprejudiced report of the circumstances 
that had been the cause for sealing up the church and school, and that the mission­
aries had been obliged to use their particular arguments in order to make their case 
good. Peremptory orders, continued the memorandum, had been sent to 'l'abriz to 
have the seals removed, but at the same time the legation was desired to warn the 
missionaries against allowingMussnlman women and children to visit them or enter 
the church and school, and by no means to transgress the laws of the religion and 
the state, and not to neglect the advice of the representa,tive of the Foreign Office, 
who was only solicitous for their safety, lest troubles and difficulties might follow. 

Not feeling sure that the minister's orders would be executed, even if they were 
sent, on the 19th I asked Mr. ·wHson by wire whether the seals had been removed, 
and to my regret on the following (lay I received a reply ~hat they had not. The 
next day I addressed a memorandum to the foreign ofilce expressing my extreme 
surprise and disappointment at the refusal on the part of the Tabriz authorities to 
cnrry out the minister's orders, and at the missi·onaries still being deprived of their 
place of worship. On the 21st the foreign minister sent a telegram to the legation, 
with a request that I would myself have it dispatched to the foreign-office repre­
sentative in Tabriz, ordering, in the most peremptory manner, the immediate open­
ing of the church and schooL I had it sent off at once, and at the same time 
apprised Mr. vVih;on of the fact aud asked him to let me know the result. On the 
23d I received a telegram from 1\Ir. vVilson informing me that instead of the min­
ister's orders being carried out, the mirza of the foreign-office representative had 
called at the mission and pretended to rea,d a telegram he alleged had been sent 
by the foreign minister ordering the doors of the church and school to be kept closed. 
I immediately addressed a memorandum to the foreign office expressing the greatest 
astonishment at this inexplicable behavior of the 'l'abriz authorities, and respect­
fully requested, in the most unequivocal manner, that the seals be at once removed. 
Late the same day I recci ved from the foreign minister a telegram written by him-
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self ordering, in the most indignant and peremptory terms, the seals to be taken off 
without any further question or hesitation. On the 25th the foreign-office repre­
sentative replied to the telegram of the minister, to the effect that be bad shown 
his excellency's orders to the prince governor, who had commanded him in equally 
strong language to leave the seals on, adding that he had sent a detailed telegram 
of all the circumstances to the prime minister, and until his reply came the doors 
·were to remain closed. This last telegram was sent through the legation, and in for­
warding it to the foreign office I took occasion to observe that from the tenor ot the 
telegrams sent to Tabriz I had had the greatest hope that the matter would be set­
tled, and that I still trusted that the doors would be opened before your arrival, 
that you might enter upon your tenure of office free from complications of any kind. 
Not receiving any reply to these communications I addressed a further memoran­
dum to the foreign office stating that I bad received two letters and two telegrams 
from the missionaries within the last few days who complaiF1ed that they bad no 
church in which to conduct their religious services; and I repeated my expressions 
of extreme surprise that, notwithstanding the peremptory orders of the minister, 
the doors of the church and school were still closed, yet I felt sure that from the 
well-known feelings of friendship which his excellency had toward the legation, and 
in view of the speedy arrival of the new minister, he would not allow the church 
to be kept shut up. 1 a.dded, moreover, that the following day being the first day 
of the new year the legation had the greatest desire that the church should be 
opened for services. On the 6th of January, the day of your arrival, I l'eceiverl. a 
private note from one of the nuder secretaries assuring me that orders lwd been 
sent to open the doors of the church, and on the following day Mr. Wilson sent yon 
a telegram reporting the removal of the seals. 

From a consideration of all the circumstances of the case, and viewed in the light 
of statements and reports contained in lengthy communications received from Mr. 
Wilson and Dr. Va.nneman, and from information which I had been al.Jle to gather 
from other sources, it was clearly evident that there was great antagonism and 
opposition on the part of a portion of the Armenian community, including tho bishop 
and priests, to the work of the missionaries; and that they had, by liberal bribes, 
incited certain of the officials in Tabriz to get up au agitation, and by misrepresen­
tations. prevail upon the crown prince to close the church and school, and thus put 
a stop to missionary enterprise in Tabriz altogether. Consequently it was ouly 
natural that these corrupt and bribed servants of the Crown should hold out as 
long as possible, and do an in their power at least to save a11pearances and to pre­
sent a certain justification for the bribes they had received. I was perfectly aware 
of the force of the pecuniary argument, and, therefore, was prepared for some delay. 

There was, moreover, a prevailing impression in Teheran that this was an initiatory 
move· against all missions, and that similar measures would, if this succeeded, be 
adopted against the missions in Oroomiah and other places. I felt sure, however, 
that the Shah and his Government were too anxious to stand well with foreign 
governments to take a reactionary step of such very questionable policy. Still the 
prince governor of Ispaban had expelled an a,gfmt of the ''Eng·! ish society- for the 
propagation of Christia.nity amongst the Jews," and the British minister had not 
been able to get him reinstated. 

In one letter I received from Dr. Vanneman my opinion was asked as to the expe­
diency of preferring a claim for damages against the Tabriz authorities, for unlaw­
fully entering and forcibly closing the church and school. In replying, however, to 
this proposal I took the liberty to state that I was afraid, in view of the present 
unsett.Jed state of the country, an application of that kind to the Government would 
haVt.' little prospect of success and might possibly do harm rather than good. I 
added that I should not like, and I did not think it was advisable to make a demand 
on the foreign office which could not be supported by the authority of tlw U. S. 
Government, and to be obliged to acquiesce in a refusal would weaken the position 
and moral influence of the legation, which at the present time it seemed necessary 
to strengthen and increase as mnch as possible. 

It is a pleasnre to me to bear testimony that in the conduct of these delicate and 
difficult negotiations (for some members of tho Persian Government and a Yast pro­
portion of the population are very susceptible and sensitive on religious questions) I 
had the hearty cooperation and assistance of the missionaries in 'fabriz; and it was a 
source of great satisfaction that I could always refer to the punty of their inten­
tions, their prudence and moderation, and to the blamelessness of their moral char­
acter, without the least fear of refutation. 

It will be only just to obsenc, too, that in all my communications with the for­
eign office I was treated with g1·eat courtesy, although it might have justly refused 
to recognize m~r position, as I hnllnever been introdneetl to the Shah or his rt'i.inis­
ters, even as the official interpreter of the legation. I trust, however, that what I 
have done jn this matter meets with your satisfaction, and will not be disapproved 
by the Secretary of State. 
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"Before closing I should like to put on record that the munshi of the legation 
rendered me very valuable aclvice and assistance in the Persian correspondence, for 
which I feel that, at the least, he deserves this recognition of appreciation. 

I have received from the committee of the Tabriz mission the following resolution 
with regard to my action in this matter: 

"At a meeting of the American missionaries held in tho city of Tahriz on the 7th 
instant (January), the fallowh1g resolution was passed: 

"We desire to express to Mr. John Tyler, interpreter in charge of the U. S. 
legation, our most heartfelt thanks for the deep interest and sympathy which h" 
has manifested, and the wise and masterly manner in which he has represented 
before the Persian authorities our case in regard to the closing of the church arid 
school. 

."And we feel that he has richly earned this respect and attention, as witnessed 
in his bringing to a successful issue this unhappy affair of gross injustice and 
indignity to a number of American subjects. 

''We congratula.te him most heartily on his triumphant vinclication of what 
seemed to be simple justice. 

"We have also o b&erved and appreciated not only the energy and business-like 
way of following up each step in the progress of the case, but especially in his 
keeping us so well informed, both hy telegrams and letters, of the receipt of our 
communications and his action in respect to them. 

"For this all he deserves and we hereby gladly give expression to our grateful 
thanks. 

TABRIZ1 9th Janua1·y, 1893, 
I have, etc., 

"vV. s. VANNE?.fAN, M.D. 
"W. L. WHIPPLE, 
"Agent of American Bible Society, 

Committee. 

[Inclosure 2 in dis11atch No. 13.] 

JOHN TYLER, 
Intm-preter. 

At a meeting of the American missionaries, held in Tabriz, Persia, on the 7th 
instant, the following action was taken: 

Resolved, That we, as Ameri0an citizens, having heard of the arrival of his excel­
lency the Ron. Watson H. Sperry, the United States minister to the court of the 
Shah, hereby send our cordial greetings and warm welcom-e to Persia and extend to 
him onr beRt wishes for a long and successful administration. , 

We note also in this connection, with pleasure, the auspi.tious coincidence of his 
excellency's arrival and the removal of the seals and the opening of the doors of our 
church and school, the closing of which -was the cause of so much annoyance and 
anxiety to us all. 

We also request his excellency, if he can do so conveniently, to express to His 
Imperial Majesty the Shah of Pl'rsia and his ministers of state the sincere thanks of 
the Protestant community, as well as our own, for their gracious favor in this unhappy 
atb.Lir. 

TABRIZ, 9th Jannary, 1893. 

w. s. v ANNEMAN, M. D., 
w. L. \VTIIPPLE, 

Agent of the American Bible Society, 
Comm.ittee. 

Mr. Sperry to Mr. Foster. 

[Extract.] 

No. 18.] LEG.A.'l'ION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Tehera,n, Persia, February 23, 1893. (Heceived Apri15.) 

SIR: I have the honor to report that Hajie Seyyah is now practically 
in asylum at this legation. Hajie Seyyah is prima facie a naturalized 
citizen of the United States. His papers are at this legation. These 
papers are certified copies of the record. They consist of the declara-

/ 



II 

488 FOREIGN RELA'riONS. 

tion of intention and the decree of the court. The declaration is copied 
from volume 17, No. 364:, of the fourth judicial district of the State of 
California in and for the city and county of San Francisco, and is 
dated, both as to the application and the certified copy, on the llth 
day of June, 1875. 

The present troubles of Hajie Seyyah, I think, are due to the fact 
that he did not disclose that he possesses these American naturaliza. 
tion papers until about the time of my arrival at this post. He belongs 
to a family of Moollahs, or Mohammedan pr-iests, and himself wears the 
white tul'ban of that order. By reason of his extensive travels iu the 
United States and elsewhere (I think that there is no doubt that he 
had the required residence in the United States for naturalization) he 
has acquired notions of civil liberty, of which I have no doubt that l1e 
has spoken to his neighbors and friends. As he is well known in India, 
in Afghanistan, and· in Persia, I fancy that he must have pointed out 
the differences between oriental goveruments and those of the west­
ern world pretty often. About four years ago one Malcolm Khan, wlw 

. had been the Persian lllinister to London, and who had got into some 
troubles there, began to talk and write in favor of a republic in Persia. 
He issued a sort of paper or bulletin at interntJs from Paris on this 
subject. This periodical he used to send regularly to Hajie Seyyab, 
but not at the latter's request. Doubtless Malcolm Khan regarded 
H~jiP: Seyyah as in intellectual sympathy with his own views. Of 
these periodical papers thus sent to Hajie Seyyah the latter received . 
only one; the others were retained and suppressed by the Persian post­
office. But that they were sent to Hajie Seyyah made him au object of 
suspicion to the Persian Government, and about two years ago he was 
arrested and kept in prisou, in various places and under most uncom­
fortable and often painful c-ircumstances, for nearly twenty mouths. 
Nine other persons were arrested and imprisoned at the same time, 
charged with being the disciples or adherents of Hajie Seyyah. Of 
these ten, two are still in prison here in Teheran, while the others were 
released at various intervals. Hajie Seyyah was released about three 
months ago. 

VVhen Hajie Seyyab was released from prison he found his temporal 
affairs in bad shape. One of his vmages in the province of Ispallan 
had been robbed and some fields had been taken from him l>y a neigh­
bor. Certain moneys were also owed to him, purely as the result of 
private business arrangements, and his del>tors would not pay him. 
As his wife is a x:elati ve of the Shah, and as the eldest son of the Shah 
(not the heir-apparent) has always been friendly toward him, he finally 
secured some compensation for the trespass upon his village and had 
his fields restored to him; but in the matter of the debts be could make 
no headway. 

It was then that he came to this legation and asked me to write to 
the prime minister that he was a citizen of the United States, and 
would be (the prime minister) see that he received justice in the matter 
of the settlement of his del>ts. This I did. Th~ letter thus written by 
me appear's to have been the first information conveyed ·to the Persian 
Government that Hajie Seyyah was no longer a Persian subject. This 
announcement was made eighteen years after the date of H ajie Bey­
yah's naturalization papers. The Persian prime minister made the 
objection at once, but verbally, that Hajie Seyyah was not a citizen of 
the United States. He stated that the Persian Government had never 
been informed by the United States Government of Hajie Seyyab's 
proposed change of nationality, and that therefore the purp~rted change 

-
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was void. I replied that the United States Goverhment was only 
bound. to do what it had agreed to do, at the request of Persia or some 
otller government, and asked if Persia or any other government had 
ever asked the United States Government to give prior notice in the 
case of granting naturalization to persons of foreign birth. The answer 
to this was that the old treaty of Turkoman Chai, between Russia and 
Persia, ratified near the beginniug of this century, established this 
obligation of prior notice, and that the United States (by some unstated 
process of reasoning) bad only the rights accorded by that treaty. I 
then procured a copy of thi~ treaty in French. I discovered that it 
was a treaty of peace between Persia and Hussia after a war, that it 
related to a parti~ion of territory, and to the rights of the people of this 
territory under the new arrangement, and that there was not a word 
in it, so far as I was able to ascertain, relating to prior notice by either 
government in the case of the subjects of eitht>r government desiring 
to change their allegiance. I then wrote to the prime minister, asking 
him for an assurauce tllat Hajie Seyyah's matters would remain in 
statu quo until I could submit." his view to the Department of State, 
and also begging him to specify the article and clause in the treaty of 
Turkoman Uhai upon which he relied to sustain his contention. To 
this letter I have, as yet, received no reply. 

On Tuesday morning last Hajie Seyyah came to this legation and 
said that the N aib-es-sultanneh (the Shah's third son and the governor 
of 'feheran) bad sent him a note asking him to come and see him, so 
as to arrange his business. As part of the imprisonment of Bajie 
Seyyah was passed in the cellar of one of the N aib-es-sultanneh's 
houses, the former referred the matter of his complying with this 
invitation to me. After due consideration I told him to go, but before 
the visit could be made, word came that a doze~ soldiers had been to 
the house of Hajie Seyyah to fetch him. Upon learning this I changed 
my mil1d and informed Ba;jie Seyyah that be could remain at this lega­
tion for the time being. This he was very glad to hear, as he evidently 
felt in danger from the abrupt methods which are sometimes employed 
in Persia. I should have telegraphed at once to the Department had I 
been provided with a code. As it was, not having one, and as all open 
messages sent to the telegraph office are subjected to the inspection of 
a Persian officer, I decided not to use the telegraph. An additional 
reason in favor of this course was that Hajie Seyyah's presence here 
was not known, and, while desiring to preserve him from any possible 
injury, I at the same time desired to avoid all unnecessary publicity 
iu the matter. 

My general plan at present is as follows: Mr. John Tyler, the inter­
preter of this legation and a thoroughly responsible and scholarly man, 
who knows Persia and the Persians well, is just recovering from a 
severe attack of fever. When he is able to go about, which I hope will 
be very soon, I sl1all send him to the Naib-es-sultanneh to have a full 
and friendly discussion of the whole situation. Time and a fra~k dis­
cussion, I trust, will adjust the matter. An unsettled question exist­
ing as to the civil status of Hajie Seyyah, and the papers which he has 
})laced in my care creating a prima facie claim on his part to the pro­
tection of the United States flag, I have felt it to be mydutyto extend 
to him such pro-tection as would, without unnecessary irritation, pre­
serve him from ill-treatment until this question can be fairly considered 
and an amicable conclusion reached. So far as I know there is no claim 
whatever that he has violated any local law or regulation or custom. 
I trust that my course may be approved by the Departmen_t, and th~t 
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if any uncertainty is felt by the Department in regard to the quality 
of Hajie Seyyah's papers, such inquiries may be made by it in San 
Francisco as will settle the matter, and that I may be promptly informed 
of his civil status as thus disclosed. Until further instructions I shall 
assume that so long as he obeys the local law he is entitled to the pro­
tection of this legation from all summary and arbitrary proceedings. 

I have, etc., 

No. 20.] 

WATSON R. SPERRY. 

Mr. Sperry to Mr. Foster. 

LEGATION OF 'I'HE UNITED STATES, 
Tehera.n, Persia, February 27, 1893. (Heceivecl AprilS.) 

SIR: I have the honor to report, in continuation of my No. 18, that 
Ha:jie Seyyah is still at this legation. 

Within a few hours after the departure of the last mail I received a 
communication from the Sadr-azem, or Persian prime minister, in 
regard to the business of Hajie Seyyah. The original of this note, 
together with a translation, is sent with this dispatch. The clause of 
the seventh article referred to is that. which provides that "the diplo­
matic agent or consuls of the United States shall not protect, secretly 
or publicly, the subjects of the Persian Government," etc. It remains to 
be seen whether or not Hajie Seyyah is a subject of the Persian Govern­
ment. In regard to the ''misdemeanors and infringements of the laws 
(Persian)" charged against Hajie Seyyah, I have to say that these mis­
demeanors, etc., are political; that they have been expiated by a long 
imprisonment, as stated; that the Persian Government voluntarily 
released Hajie Seyyah from prison before this question of citizenship 
arose, and that I have received verbal assurances the most emphatic 
from the private secretary, or Moandes-el-mamalek, of the prime min­
ister that Hajie Seyyah has in no wise transgressed against the local 
laws or public peace of Persia since his release from prison. It will be 
observed that the doctrine of once a subject always a subject is the 
basis of the prime minister's note. 

In pursuance of the note of the Saclr-azem, private secretary, the 
Moandes-el-mamalek, callell to see me. Instead of bringing the treaty 
of Tnrkoman Chai with him, he brought a citation which he said was 
from that treaty, and also a citation from the treaty betweent.be United 
StateH and Persia, this latter being the same clause which I ha\·e already 
mentioned. These citations, wit.h translations, are inclosed herewith. 
The net result of this interview was that the Persian Government 
denies absolutely that Hajie Seyyab is a citizen of the United States; 
that it will give no assurance of his peace and security (assuming that 
in every respeet be obeys the local law meanwhile) until thi~ question 
of his national status can be considered ancl adjusted; that it docs not 
charge him with auy new offenses, and that the full text of the treaty 
upon which the Persian Government relies for its contention is to be 
brought to this legation to-morrow Morning by the Moandes-el-mama­
lek for our joint examination. This interview ":'as held on Friday, 24th 
February. Through the whole of it the Moandes-el-mamalek referred 
repeatedly to the treaty of Turkoman Chai as the basis of and authority 
for the Persian view. Yesterday (Sunday, 26th February) a note was 
received from the Moandes-el-mamalek by Mr. J·ohn Tyler, the interpre­
ter of this legation, saying that the basis of the Persian contention is 
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not the treaty of Turkoman Cbai, but another a.nd a later treaty. A 
translation of this note is seut herewith. Durh1g tlJis interview I stated 
that I did not assert that Hajie Seyyah is a citizen of the United 
States, but merely that I was bound by the seal of the United States 
court to regard him as a possible citizen of the United States until I 
could receive from the De:t.artment of State at Washington a definite 
and authoritative statement in regard to his national status. Alii asked 
for was that this question might remain open until I could receive 
instructions from the Secretary of State. 'rhe J\ioandes-el-mamalek 
said that no assurances whatever of au official character could be given 
in regard to the treatment of Hajie Seyyah during this intermediate 
period, because to do so would be to concede that Hajie Seyyah is a 
citizen of the United States. Persoun.lly he believed that no harm 
would come to him. I may add that the Moandes-el-mamalek knows 
Hajie Seyyah well; that be has always been friendly toward him, and 
that he took part in having Hajie Seyyah released from prison. The 
Moandes-cl-mamalek said that he knew nothing of the request made 
by the Naib-es-sultanneh for Hajie Seyyah to come and see him. 

Hajie Seyyah states tha.t he informed tl1e Zill-es-sultan (the oldest 
son of the Shah, but not the heir apparent) ten years ago said that he 
(Hajie Seyyah) was a citizen 'of the United States. Ha;jie Seyyah coli­
cedes that this can not be proved, because he thinks that ~he Zill-es­
sultan would not now acknowledge to have heard or to remember such 
a statement. Hajie Seyyah declares that he desires no damages for 
his imprisonment or for other injuries. He says that all he wishes is 
to be permitted to leave Persia in peace and safety. He says that he 
desires to go to Constantinople. · 

I have arranged so that Hajie Seyyah is technically my servant. 
He wHI be paid wages and I shall take receipts from him. I hope that 
the Department will send me instructions at the earliest moment anu 
in the }Jromptest manner possible. 

, I have, etc., 
WA'l'SON R. SPERRY. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 20-Translation,] 

The Prime Minister to M1·. Spm·ry. 

YouR ExcELJ.ENCY AND KIND FRIEND: The meaning of your excellency's com­
mnnication of the 25th of Rajah, A. H. 1310, with reference to the matter of the 
national character of Ilajie Reyyah of the town of Mahallat bas b~en uuuerstood. 

As I haYe already hlformcd your excellency, by messenger, that \Yhen anyone 
wants to change his nationality, according to the most important rule of the univer­
sal law, be shall first obtain the consent of his own Government; and so long as that 
permission is not granted he can not under any circumstances change the character 
of his nationality. 

As you requested to see the provisions of the treaty between the governments of 
Persia and Russia, a copy shall be sent for your information. A copy shall be sent 
through the Moandes-el-Mnmalek (Government Engineer) to ynnr excellency. 

According to the aforesaid provisions. now in force uetween the Government of 
Persia and the Government of Rnssia, and which are the foundation of treaties with 
other powers, a Persian subject, without the permission of his Government, can not 
enter the nationality, or become the subject of another State. And Hajie Seyyah of 
Mahallat, who is a suuject of the high government it is evident can not, without 
first outaining such permission, of his GoYemruent, be considered as the subject of 
another stat.e. 

Mo1·eover, with reference to such a person, who, for misdemeanors and infringe­
ment of the laws, bas ueen in prison for two years, :md who only now has by the 
favor of the Government been released from ·prison in order that he might 1·eturn to 
his native place. 
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In view of such a record. your excellency should not in any way take the part of 
such an individual, even should you consider hi'm as one of your citizens. 

With reference to the subject about which your excellency made a communication, 
viz, that an official assurance be given that no harm or molestation be inflicted on 
the afo:-esaid Hajie Seyyah, this contention is contrary to the reasoning in the 
seventh article of the treaty, now in foree between the governments of Persia and 
the United States, a mere glance at the end of which will establish this fact. 

On this occasion, etc., 
[Seal of the Prime Minister, Sadr Azem.] 
5th ofthe month Shaaban, A. H. 1310. 

[Inclosure 2in No. 20.) 

Extracts from a treaty, consisting of foUl' articles, conclndccl between Pm·sia and Russia 
seventeen yea1·s after the date of the treaty of'' Tu1·kornan Cha·i" aud known as the .Maha­
jimt Narneh (emig1·ation treaty). 

ARTICLE I. 

The subjects of the two Governments shall not from henceforth, without first 
oLtaiuing high sanction and a passport of their own Government, pass over from 
the territory of one to the other (state). 

AHTICLE II. 

Any person being the subject of either state who shall pass from the territory of 
either state to the other withont a passport shall be arrested and committed tu the 
nearest frontier officer, or to the minister plenipotentiary or charge d'affaires, or the 
consul of his own Government with his arms and ·whatsoever he may have with him. 

ARTICLE III. 

Any subject of t.he two states making a request with reference to emigration from 
his Government shall do so wit.hout the intervention of any foreigner. 

Extract from the treaty between the United States and Persia. .Artiele VII. 

No diplomatic ot'ficer or consnl of the United States of America shall either publicly 
or privately give protection to any subject of Persia. 

[Inclosure 3 in No. 20.] 

E.r.tmct front a p1·ivate letter front the JJ.[oandes-el-JJiamalek to M1·. John Tyler. 

* " " \Vith reference to the chnnge of nationality when I said (at the meeting 
of the 24th of February) that it (the original Government's permission to change 
one's nationality) was mentioned in the "Treaty of Turkoman Chai," it is not so, bnt 
I should have said a treaty concluded between the Persian Government and the 
Rnssian Government, seventeen years after the date of the Treaty of Turkoman 
Chai and called "Mahajerat Nameh" (emigration treaty) and consists of four 
articles, a cony of which is in my possession. · 

You had better procure a copy in French, which you wHl, no doubt, find in the 
Russian legation so that on Tuesday next, when I come acco1·ding to invitation, we 
can compq,re the two versions. 

Yours etc., 
[Seal of the Moandes-el-Mamalek.] 

Mr. Spe1:·ry to Jlfr. Foster. 

[Extract.] 

No. 23.] LEGATION OF THE UNI'I.'ED STATES, 
Teheran, Persia, Mttrch 1, 1893. (Received April 7.) 

SIR: I have thelwuor to report, in continuation of the case of Hajie 
Seyyah, as given in my No. 18, and No. 20, that yesterday morning, 
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February 28, I had an interview continuing for four hours, with the 
lVIoandes-el Mamalek, who represented the Persian prime minister 
during the latter's absence from Teheran. 

The Persian view of the civic status of Bajie Seyyah, as disclosed by 
this interview, is this: That under the treaty between the United States 
and Persia the United States possess such rights as are accorded by 
Persia to the most favored natio11, and no others; that the most favored 
nation, in respect to a transfer of allegiauce, in its relations with Per­
sia, is Russia; that the rig·hts of Russia in such cases are determined 
by the treaty, concluded at Teheran on the 8th of July, 1844, between 
Persia and Russia, in regard to emigration; that the Persian word, 
which is expressed in French by bnigrer, while it really means merely 
to migrate with one's goods for the purpose of acquiring a residence, 
does, in the third article of tlle Treaty of Teheran, include the idea of 
a transfer of allegiance, and of all that is necessary for such trans­
fer of allegiance by the subjects of eitller nation; that under the said 
article tl1inl tlle prior consent of the govm:mnent of origin js required 
in order to validate tl1e naturalization of a Russian subject by Persia, 
or of a Persian su ~ject by Hussia; that tLis is the most liberal and 
only arrangement which Persia bas made in regard to a change of 
nationality on the part of its subjects; that under the terms of the 
treaty between the United States and Persia the United States were 
and are bound by the third article of the 'l'reaty of Teheran; that in 
respect to the alleged naturalization of Hajie Seyyah the United States 
did not obtain the prior consent of the Persian Government, as the 
United States were required to do under the Treaty of Teheran, and 
.that therefore the said Hajie Seyyah is not a citizen of the UHited 
States, but is sti1l a Persian subject·, in every sense of these ·words. 

M. Butzow, the Russian miujster at Telleran, informs me that the 
interpretation of the Treaty of Teheran by the Persian Government, 
as stated above, is perfectly correct, and agrees with the usage of the 
two governments nuder it. I have not seen Sir Frank I;ascelles, tlle 
British minister at this court, in regard to this point, bnt Mr. Crow, 
vice-consul at the British legation, informs me that Great Britain now 
concedeR the ~n1thority of the convention between Hussia and Persia 
in regard to emigration and naturalization, and declines all responsi­
bility for Persians who, after having· been made British su~jects by 
naturalization without the conseut of the Persian Government, return 
to their native land. Mr. Crow spoke as if Great Britain at one time 
bad demanded more, but had yielded to the rule of the most favored 
nation. It is to be observed that in regard to the relations of both 
Russia and Great Britain to Persia this question is mainly one of 
frontiers. The Russian territory to the north and India to the east are 
each occupied by tribal families or races which require a strong· govern­
ment, and the mass of the Persian people have no knowledge of self­
government. There is, therefore, a degree of reason in regulations 
which hold under government control all changes of nationality in 
tl1is part of the 'Yorld among these varied, excitable, and uninstructed 
peoples. 

My reply to the representative of the prime minister was that I was 
bound, under my oath of office a11d under the act of Congress of July 
27, 1868, by the seal of a United States court, affixed to the certified 
copy of the decree of naturalization issued to Hajie Seyyah, until other­
wise instructed by the Department of State. l'he Moandes-el-l\iamalek 
urged strenuously ~hat I was competent to say that under our treaty 
with Persia the naturalization of Hajie Seyyah was not valid. It was 
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in vain that I pointed out that our treaty with Persia is a treaty of 
friendship and commerce, and not a treaty of naturalization. I entirely 
refused, however, to decide so delicate a question. I bad Mr. John 
Tyler, the interpreter of this legation, translate certain passages from 
the dispatch of Mr. Bayard (November 28, 1885) to Mr. Cox, and from 
Mr. Fish's dispatch of February 13, 1872, to Mr. Nelson. The invari­
able reply to all was that the treaty settled the matter, and that the 
Persian Government would, from that time forward, regard Hajie 
Seyyah as a Persian subject. 

This assertion of complete authority by the representl!tt.ive of the 
prime minister was accompanied by profuse promises in regard to 
Hajie Seyyah's safety and wellbeing, these promises of course being 
unofficial. The Moandes-el-Mamalek said that the Naib-es-Sultanneh 
would be requested not to annoy Hajie Seyyah in any manner; that 
the prime minister would take Hajie Sey~rah under his own protection, 
upon Hajie 8eyyah asking the prime minister to do so, the usual form 
being for a man asking this protection to place himself in the stables 
of tlte prime minister; and that the Shah would give to Hajie Seyyah 
a sum of money, so that the la.tter could go to his own village in com­
fort and safety. After the interview ended I laid the results of it 
before Hajie Seyyah, who· still remains at this legation as my personal 
servant, 1or which be is paid weekly wages. 

I stated to Hajie Seyyah that I should not send him away from the 
legation until I received instructions from the Department of State to 
do so, but that he waR entirely free to decide for himself whether he 
would remain or go, and that I bad no advice to offer to him on the 
subject. He decided to remain. 

Hajie Seyyah still continues to manifest every desire to be regarded 
as a citizen of the United States. He says that when be was in India, 
to which country he went from the United States, he announced 
repPatedly that he was a citizen of the United States. He says that 
he llas never had an American passport, one not being necessary upon 
his departure from the United States for India, and no passport being 
required in order to enter Persia from India. He also says that he 
declined after returning to Persia to accept a Persian title, on the 
ground tha.t the laws of the United States forbid a citizen of the 
United States to accept foreign titles. (This is his statement.) He 
has thus far disclosed no intention of returning to the Unitecl States, 
but he has repeatedly said that he desires to leave Persia and go to 
Constantinople. Hajie Seyyah's real estate in Persia has consisted 
of two adjoining villages, numbering altogether about 30 families. 
This property was bought by him partly with money made by him iu 
India and partly with money inherited by him in Persia. When his 
troubles came upon him, resulting in his imprisonment, he gave the 
property acquired by his inheritance to his brother, and the remainder 
of the real estate owned by him to his two wives and his children. I 
should say in regard to his having two wives that the first proved to 
be barren, and his statement is that this is the reason why he took 
a second one. 

The case of Julio R. Santos, a citizen of the United States of Ecua­
dorian origin, which is cited by Mr. Bayard in his dispatch of Novem­
ber 29,1886, to Mr. Hall, has confirmed me in my original intention to 
wait for instructions from the Department of State in regard to the 
case of Hajie Seyyah. It has been my effort to lay all the facts, as fast 
as acquired, before the Department. I respectfully trust that my course 
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may be regarded by the Department as prudent and judicious, and 
that instructions may be sent to me by the Department at the earliest 
moment possible. 

I have, etc., 
WATSON R. SPElU~Y. 

]fr. 8perry to JJ![r. Gresham. 

[Extuct.] 

No. 28.) LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Teheran, Persia,, March 8, 1893. (Received April14.) 

SIR: The correspondence herewith transmitted explains itself. It 
consists, first, of a resolution adopted by the American missionaries 
at Tabriz on the 7th of January 1893; second, of my letter forwarding 
this resolution to the Persian foreign office, dated January 23; third, 
my letter to Mr. (Rev.) S. G. 1Vilson, under date January 23. 

I have, etc., 
W A~I.'SON H. SPERRY. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 28.] 

At a meeting of the American missionaries b elcl in Tabriz, Persia, on the 7th 
instant (January, 1893), the following action was taken: 

Resoz,,e.d, That we as American citi~ens, having heard of the arrival of his exeel­
ency the Ron. Watson R. Sperry, the U. S. minister to the court of the Shah, 
hereby send our cordial greetings and warm welcome to Persia, aml extend to him 
ou~ best wishes for a long and snccessfnl administration. 

We also note in this connection, with pleasure, the auspicious coincident of his 
excellency's arrival and the removal of the seals and the o~ening of the doors of our 
church and school, the closing of which was the cause of so much annoyance to us 
all. 

vVe also request his excellency, if he can do so conveniently, to express to his 
Imperial Majesty the Shah of Persia, and to his ministers of state, the sincere 
thanks of the Protestant community, as well as our own, for their gracious favor in 
this unhappy affair. 

,V, S. VANNEMANN, M. D., 
W. L. WHIPPLE, Agent of the American Bible Society, 

Committee. 
TABRIZ1 Janu.a1'!f 9, 1893. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 28.] 

M1·. Spet1'Y to the rwinistm· for foreign affairs. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATEA1 
Teheran; Janua1·y 23, 1893. 

It is with great personal pleasnre that I transmit the inclosed paper to the ministry 
of foreign affairs. I cordially approve all that is expressefl in the inclosed paper, in 
the way of thanks to his Imperial Majesty and to his ministers, for the remontl of the 
seals from the church and school of the Presbyterian mission at Tabriz. And I beg to 
add my personal gratitude to the minister for foreign affairs of his Imperial Majesty 
for the energy aud good will and promptness with which the minister for foreign 
affairs acted in this matter. 

I have, eto., 
WATSON R. SPERRY. 
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[Inclosure 3 in No. 28.] 

[Extract.] 

Mr. Spe1·1·y to Rev. S. G. Wilson. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Teheran, Pm·sia, January 23, 1893. 

MY DEAR Sm: Your note of the 7th of January reached me late Saturda.y evening, 
the 21st of January. Permit me first to thank you for the very handsome resolu­
tion adopted by ~our committee in regard to my relation (mainly mechanical) to 
the removal of the Persian seals from your church and schools, and then to say that 
no conditions whatever were imposed upon the removal of these seals, but that they 
were simply removed, and that is all. 

What is told to you as conditions for the removal of the seals ougl1t to be shown 
to you in authentic form, otherwise the statement is mere words and of no value. 
I can not believe that any conditions would have been imposed, in fact, without 
making them known to this legation, and I know that there is no authority in Persia 
to consider and decide about conditions of tbe kind in ctnestion except at this lega­
tion. As I have just said, I do not believe the Per~:~ian Government made any coucli­
tions whatever. I think they removed the seals for the simple reason that it was a 
right and fdendly thing to do. 

I write hastily, but \vith every consideration of respect and esteem. 
I am, etc., 

No. 34.] 

1VATSON R. SPERHY, 

JJir. Sperry to JIIr. Gresham. 

[Extract.l 

LEGA'l'ION OF 'l'HE UNI'l'ED STATES, 
Tehm·a.n, Persia, 111arch 29, 1893. (Received May 5.) 

SrR: I have the honor to transmit herewith two papers which have 
just been issued by the Sadr Azem, or Persian prime minister, in rela­
tion to the case of B aj ie Seyyab, as stated in my Nos. 18, 20, 23,.26, 
and 34. The first of these papers is addressed to the Zill-es-Sultan 
(eldest son of the Shah), the governor of Ispahan, and is designed to 
make good to H.ajie Seyyah such injuries as have been done to his vil­
lag-e in that province, and to prevent similar injuries in the future; the 
second paper requires the payment to Hajie Seyyah of a certain salary 
or allowance which has hitherto been paid to him, but which during 
his recent troubles had been stopped. Translations of both these 
})apers are herewith inclosed. This allowance in nowise made Bajie 
Seyyah a Persian officer, but was probably due to the facb that his 
father was a priest, that he belongs to the priestly class. 

It is important to observe that no conditions whatever, either ver­
bally or in writing, have attended the granting of these papers. The 
matter of Hajie Seyyah's na,tionality, as to whether he is a citizen of 
the United States by naturalization or a Persian subject, has not been 
raised or alluded to in conneetion with these papers. It is also impor­
tant to observe that in substance these two papers yield to Hajie Sey­
yah more than half of the benefits which I asked for him, aud in finan­
cial value far more than half. The only remaining part of his busi­
ness which is unadjusted, so far as formal orders can adjust any mat­
ter in Persia, is certain claims in regard to current business (some 
small trading of various kinds)', in all amounting to, say, $300 or $400. 
Practically, therefore, the request which I made to the Sadr Azem, 
that Hajie Seyyah's affairs should receive attention, has been granted, 
although this attention and adjustment have not been made directly 
through me, but to Hajie Seyyah personally. 
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As to the source of this better disposition on the part of the Persian 
Government, it undoubtedly lies in the fact of Hajie Seyyah's residence 
at this legation. He bas remained here ever since my first announce­
ment that I had taken him in from the dangers which threatened him. 
It has become known to every important man in Teheran that he was 
living here. Tbe Shah has had knowledge of this fact. All the com­
munications which have been made to Hajie Seyyah by the Persian 
Government have assumed that he was here. When the Sadr Azem 
sent a friendly request to Hajie Seyyah to come and see him, in order 
to speak about these matters, a servant of this legation accompanied 
Hajie Seyyah. Of late Hajie Seyyah has frequently left the legation 
grounds, both for exercise and in order to visit various friends in 
Teheran, but in each instance of this kind he has been accompanied by 
a legation servant. He bas used no agents for communicating with 
the Persian Government except the servants of this legation. In sub­
stance, be has received these orders from the Persian prime minister 
precisely as if they bad been given on the ground that he was a citizen 
of the United States, and in response to my request, but without formal 
acknowledgment by the Persian Government that such was the case. 
In fact, the entire question of Hajie Seyyah's nationality has been 
absolutely suppressed and ignored in all these later proceedings of the 
Persian Government. 

I Lave, etc., 
WATSON R. SPERRY. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 34.-Trauslation.J 

Pt·ime 1ninister to Mi1·za Jajm·, financial secretary. 

For what reason has his excellency Hajie Seyyah's salary, which he has hitherto 
enjoyed, and which has always been paid by the Government, not been entered in 
the accounts, and has, without orders, been struck out of the books' You will 
reenter it without fail, in the book in the same manner as before. You will also 
give him his receipt, properly sealed, so that he may have no further trouble in the 
matter. 

(Seal of the Sadr Azem.] 
Ramazan, A. H. 1310. 

[Inclosme 2 in No. 34.--Translation.] 

P1·imc minister to the govm·nor of Ispahan. 

YouR IMPERIAL HIGIINRSS: The excellent and worthy Hajie Seyyah is one of those 
who look upon it ~s a duty and a pleasure to pray for the continuerl health and 
happiness of His "lmperial Ma\jesty the Shah. It is therefore incumbent on your 
highness's subordinates to assist, protect, and watch over the interests of Hajie 
Seyyah. 

It has been reported that Ismail Khan, one of your highness's servants, has, with­
out any cause, seized the produce of his land, and that Mirza Abdullah Khan, 
deputy governor of the district of Maballat, bas persecuted and wronged the family 
of the above-mentioned Hajie. As it is highly important that he should enjoy peace 
and quietness, I beg to request that you will give orders that the produce of his land, 
which Ismail Khan has taken away, shall, after inquiry made, be restored to him, and 
whatsoever Mirza Ismail Khan has unjustly deprived the family of must be returned 
to them. Your highness will, furthermore, in the exercise of your kindness do all 
that is possible to satisfy and quiet the mind of Hajie Seyyah, so that he may from 
henceforth live in the enjoyment of peace and comfort. · 

Moreover you will be good enough to issue orders to the depnty governor of Mabal­
lat that he shall not allow any person to interfere unlawfully with the land and fief 

FR-32 
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of the wife of the aforesaid excellent Hajie, to the detriment of the land and fief, of 
which she is now in possession. 

You will also exercise a watchful ca.re over the affairs of the above-mentioned 
Hajie Seyyah, that he may in tranquillity pray for the continued health of His Impe­
rial Majesty the Shah. 

Dated Ramaian, A. H. 1310. 
[Seal of the Sadr Azem.l 

No. 33.] 

Mr. Gresha.m to JJ!Ir. Sperry. 

DEPAR'l'MENT OF STATE, 
Washington, JJ1ay 17, 1893. 

SIR: Your dispatches Nos. 18, 20, 23, and 34, diplomatic series, of 
the respective dates of February 23 and 27, and March 1 and April29, 
have been received. They report the case of Hajie Seyyah, stated 
to be "in asylum" at your legation, and ask instructions in the matter. 

Briefly, Mirza Mohamed Aly, otherwise styled Rajie Seyyah, a native 
Persian, appears to have been admitted to Americ::tn citizenship by the 
fourth district court of San Francisco, June 11, 1875. Soon afterwards 
he quitted the United States, went to India, where he amassed some 
fortune; and thence returned to Persia, where be has invested his 
means in the purchase of two vilhtges, aggregating some thirty fami­
lies. He is a '• Mollah," or Mohammedan priest of high rank. He has 
two wives, one of whom is a relative of the Shah. Reappears to be domi­
ciled in Persia, and to have fully adopted Oriental customs and life. 
He has never had ·an American passport, and until a very recent date 
would seem to have made no assertion of the status he acquired by 
naturalization in the United States. 

Having shared, to some extent, in the recent political agitation of a 
seditious nature, initiated by Malcolm Khan, aiHl having had sedi­
tious publications addressed to him, he was some two years since 
arrested and imprisoned in various places for nearly twenty months. 
On his release be found his affairs involved, one of his villages having 
been robbed, fields taken from him and debts due him withheld. 

Seeking redre.ss, restitution of the realty was effe-cted, but he seems 
to have been unable to collect the moneys owing to him. At this junc­
ture he sought your assistance in the recovery of these debts, alleging 
his American citizenship, and you addressed the prime minister ask­
ing that justice be done him. The minister denied your right to inter­
vene, asserting that under Persian law, fortified by certain treaty pro­
visions with Russia, which are held to constitute the measure of privi­
lege under the most favored nation clause of our treaty with Persia, 
Hajie Seyyah's naturalization is invalid because he emigrated without 
his sovereign's consent. Fearing arrest (for what cause is not shown), 
H~jie Seyyah appealed to you for shelter, and became an inmate of 
your legation, nominally as a salaried servant. As the result of sev­
eral interviews had by you with the Persian authorities, orders have 
b~en issued permUting this person to return unmolested to his vil­
lagef:, but his status as a naturalized citizen and his ''asylum" in your 
legatjon had been forrna.Jly denied; and the relief reported in your 
No 34 is unaccompanied by any admission in these regards. 

Hajie Seyyah bas expressed a wish to return to the United States. 
Two distinct and somewhat conflicting questions appear to be 

involved, Hajie Seyyah's claim to protection as an American citizen, 
and his claim to enjoy asylum against process of Persian law. As to 
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the fir~t, the uniform rules and precedents of this Government make 
Hajie Seyyah's claim to protection as a bona fide citizen of the United 
States extremely doubtful. He quitted this country soon after having 
been naturalized and has lived abroad, latterly in his native land some 
seventeen years, without manifesting his American citizenship or per­
forming its duties. His domicil interests, membership in a purely 
oriental hierarchy, mode of life and polygamous marriage, suggest no 
affiliation with the social organization of this country. \V ere he within 
the jurisdiction of the United States, he would be amenable to er·irni­
ilal process for bigamy . 

.All the circumstances of his case suggest a merely colorable acquisi­
tion of American citizenship for the purpose of evading the obligations 
of· his original Persian allegiance, and were he an applicant for a pass­
port as a citizen of the United States you would be unhesitatingly 
instructed to decline its issuance. 

As to asylum, the United States does not claim such a right under 
international law and discourages the practice even in countries where 
it has become a local usage, as in certain Spanish-American States. 
Nothing in your dispatches suggests that the local usage so exists in 
respect to other foreign legations and consulates in Persia as to justify 
by parity of custom, a resort by your legation to this vicious practice 
of shelteril1g an alleged offender against the local laws, if indeed this 
man be such an offender. You state no political or eriminal charges 
against him; and the action of the authorities in re::;toring him to pos­
session of his property excludes any supposition that such charges now 
exist. As far as shown, he seems to be merely a ci.villitigant appeal­
ing to Persian law for recovery of certain private debts. 

You make the point that the question wbether Hajie Seyyah is in 
fact a Persian subject, is the vital issue in the case. The effect of nat­
uralization under the laws of the United States, is no wise dependent 
upon or affected by the laws of the alien's cou11try. So far as we are 
concerned, it is perfectly immaterial whether H::~jie Seyyah had or had 
not the Shah's permission to emigrate, if he be lawfully admitted to 
American citizenship; and his rights would be effectively respected in 
the United States and protected in a third country. But when he vol­
untarily returns to his native country, presumably knowing the law 
thereof in his regard, he becomes the subject of a conflict of laws. The 
legality of his naturalization in the United States is not to be ques­
tioned except by allegation of fraud in its procurement, wllich does not 
enter into the present case. 

The claini of the Persian minister that the naturalization here is nt,t 
valid, because lacking the prior consent of Persia, can not be admitted, 
but on the other hand and in the absence of a treaty of naturalization, 
its validity may not be practically enforceable in Persia against the 
counter claim of that Government, that under its law the man has not 
lost his original allegiance. 

The emigration treaty of July 3, 1844, between Russia and Persia, 
which the minister invokes, bas no relation whatever to the naturali­
zation of Persians according to the laws of the United States; for the 
widest expansion of the favored nation doctrine could not rna ke a 
treaty between two foreign states the measure of the validity of a judi­
cial act done in the United States in conformity to our municipal law. 

To sum up, I have no hesitancy in regarding as unworthy the claim 
of Hajie Seyyah to be protected as a person who has bona fide con­
served the rights and discharged the reciprocal duties of American 
citizenship, however lawful be the act of his naturalization. I am equally 
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indisposed to countenance an exceptional claim of "asylum;" and, 
indeed, I do not regard the term as pertinent to the circumstances you 
narrate. 

I am unable to see in what way the good understanding which I am 
glad to believe Persia desires to maintain equally with the United 
States, is to be subserved by your continuing to shelter this person, 
especially when assurances have been furnished, unaccompanied by 
any conditions as to his nationality, that he is permitted and aided to 
return unmolested to his home, with recognition of his property-ri!rhts. 
The sooner you end this anomalous and very objectionable situation, 
by causing Hajie Seyyall to take up his residence elsewhere than under 
your official roof, the better it wiU be from every point of view. 

I am quite unable to sanction your subterfuge of employing him as a 
nominal servant of the legation. \-Vhatever rights your representa­
tive office may possess in regard to the freedom of official dependents 
from molestation while perlorming necessary service, must be asserted 
in good faith to command due respect. 

· 1 am, etc., 
W. Q. GRESIIAM. 

llfr. Sperry to llfr. Gresham. 

No.74.] LEGA'.rroN oF THE UNITED S1'ATES, 
:l'eheran, Persia, August 12, 1893. (Received September 16.) 

SIR: I have the honor to send to you herewith a copy of my note to 
the Persian prime minister, announcing to him your decision in regard 
to the civil status of Hajie Seyyah, who claimed to be aU nited States 
citizen under naturalization papers issued to him by a U. S. court in 
San Francisco in 1875. No reply to my note has yet reached this 
legation, probably because the prime minister is away in the moun­
tains with the Shah, and during these annual ~ummer journeys only 
the most necessary business is usually attended to. 

l have, etc., 
w A1'SON R. SPERl~Y. 

[Inclosure in No. 74.) 

Mr. Spen·y to the p1·i.me min·ister. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Teheran, Pm·sia, July 21, 1893. 

YouR HIGHNESS: I have the honor to state to you that the Government of the 
United Staks has decided that Hajie Seyyah is not a citizen of the United States. 
The Hon. Walter Q. Gresham) Secretary of Stttte, in the course of his deci~ion on the 
subject, writes to me as follows: 

"The effect of naturalization under the laws of the United States is in no wise 
dependent upon or affected by the laws of the alien's country. So far as we are con­
cerned, it is perfectly immaterial whether Hajie Seyyah had or had not permission 
to emigrate, if he be lawfully admitted to American citizenship; and his rights 
would be effectively respected in the United Htates and protected in a third count.ry. 
Bnt when he voluntarily returns to his native country, presumably knowing the law 
thereof in this regard, he becomes the subject of a conflict of laws. The legality of 
his naturalization in the United States is not to be questioned except by allegation 
of fra.ud in its procurement, which does not enter into the present case. 

"The claim of the Persian minister that the naturalization here is not valid because 
lacking the prior consent of Persia, can not be admitted, but on the other hand, aud 
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in the absence of a treaty of naturalir,ation, its validity may not be practically 
enforceable in Persia against the counterclaim of that Government that under its 
law tlw man has not lost his original allegiance. The emigration treaty of July 3, 
1844, between Rus8ia and Persia, which the minister invokes, has no relation what­
eYer to the naturalization of Persians according to the Jaws of the United States, for 
the widest expansion of the most-favoreu-nation doctrine could not make a treaty 
between two foreign states the measure of the validity of a judicial act done in the 
United States in conformity to our municipal law. To sum up, I have no hesitancy 
in regarding as unworthy the claim of Hajie Seyyah to be protected as a person who 
bas bona Jicle conserved the rights and discharged the reciprocal duties of American 
citizenship, however lawful he the act of his naturalization." 

Yonr Highness wilt observe that my Government sustains me in the position which 
I took during my friendly discussion of this snhjocli with his excellency and your 
representative, the Moandes-el-Mamalek, and that as to the point which I expressly 
avoided, as to whether or not Hajie Seyyah was in law a citizen of the United States­
! sa.ying in this respect that I would not and did not assert that Hajie Seyyah was a 
citizen of the United Sta.tes-my Government decides that Hajie Seyyah is not a 
citizen of the United States, on the ground that the rights which be acquired by 
receiving a certificate of naturalization from a court of the United States have been 
lost because he never made any use of these rights. The rights acquired by him 
in the United States would be good if he had used them, but uot having used them, 
he has lost them, and therefore he is now as much a subject of His Imperial Majesty 
as he would have been if he had never stepped across the Persian frontier. Permit 
me to acknowledge in this formal manner the uniform personal courtesy and friend­
liness for the Ullited States with which your highness and ;vour representatives 
conducted the discussion in regard to the civil status of Hajie Seyyah. Persia and 
the United States have so long been good friends that nothing, I am sure, will be 
permitted to weaken their friendly regard for each other. This is certainly my 
hope. 

Please to accept, etc., 
WATSON R. SPERRY. 

Mr. Adee to Mr. McDonald. 

No. 16.] DEPAR'l'MEN'l' OF ST.A.TE, 
Washington, September 21, 189/1. 

SIR: The Department has received Mr. Sperry's No. 7 4: of the 12th 
ultimo, and the copy which he inclosed of his note of 21st July last to 
the foreign office, in the case of Hajie Seyyah, who was then receiving 
a certain protection at the legation. 

Mr. Sperry misunderstood the instruction of May 17, 1893 (No. 33), 
in this case. The Department did not decide whether Hajie Seyyah 
had lost his United States citizenship, still less whether he had become 
reclothed with Persian citizenship. According to jnstruction No. 33, 
in the absence of evidence that H~jie Seyyah had bona .fide conserved 
American citizenship, he could not be regarded as entitled to the pro­
tection of the United States, while continuing to dwell in the land of 
his origin; nor is there anything in that instruction to sustain the 
terms of Mr. Sperry's concln sion. Naturalization being a judicial act, 
the executive branch is without competence to annul a decree of natu­
ralization, and cannot declare forfeiture of citizenship in the absence 
of legislation to that end. 

You will call the attention of His Majesty's Government to Mr. 
Sperry's note, and will point out wherein it fails to represent the views 
of this Department. 

1 am, etc., 
ALVEY A. ADEE, 

Acting SeC'i·etary. 
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Mr. llfcDonald to Mr. Gresha,m. 

No. 26.] LEGA'l'ION OF THE UNI'l'ED STATES, 

Tehm·an, Persia,, October 21, 1893. (Received November 25.) 
SIR: I have the honor to invite your attention to the accompanying 

communication to His Majesty the Shah from me. 
The occasion of it was the atrocious murder of Aga Jan Khan, an 

Armenian Christian, a man of prominence and character at Oroomiah, 
Persia. 

The piteous appeal of the wife of the murdered man, reciting tlJC 
horrible particulars, was forwarded to me by Americans in Oroomialt 
with the request that I transmit .it to His Majesty the King. In doing 
so it will be seen that I disclaim any official authority in tbe matter, 
but act merely in a personal capacity and in the interest of humanity. 

A copy of another paper, an appeal to the vali ahd (heir apparent), 
the governor of Tabriz, a son of the Shah, from American citizens at 
Oroomiah, forwarded to me through the British consulate at Oroomiah 
and the British legation in this city, will also be founu as an inclosure 
of this dispatch. 

In this it will be seen that the missionaries say "the Christians have 
been obliged to shut themselves in their homes for fear of another siln­
ilar incident taking place." Supposing that this remark embraces tl1e 
American citizens, I have called the attention of His 1\Tajesty to it in 
my official capacity, invoking the interposition of his authority and 
power in their bellalf: 

I have, etc., 
ALEX. 1\icDoN.A.LD. 

[Inclosure 1 No. 26.] 

Mr. McDonald to the Shah. 

YouR IMPERIAL MAJESTY: Disclaiming any authority or purpose to act officially 
in the matter, I yet beg in the interest of justice antl mercy to transmit to Your 
Majesty the accompanying pathetic petition, which was 1orwarded to me for that 
~rpose, by a grievously wronged and irreparably injured woman. Despoiled and 
deprived by brutal violence of her loved and honored husband, she cries to your 
exalted Majesty for redress a:nd succor. An inhuman outrage seems to have been 
committed, which, I can not doubt, if as stated, will excite the sympathy and arouse 
the indignation of your justice-loving and crime-hating Majesty. I may here state 
that other accounts of this terrible outrage have reached me through other sources, 
not only corroborating the story of this bumble and stricken woman, but presenting 
the horrible details in a more ghastly and repulsive light. 

As one residing near Your Majesty, who admires your many excellencies and re­
spects your power, not in my official capacity, as I have stated, but unofficially and 
privately, I beg to be permitted to obey the behests of humanity and lay this peti­
tion at the feet of your august M;:tjesty, hoping and believing that it will meet with 
such treatment at y')ur hands as in your supreme wisdom it may seem to merit and 
demand. 

I beg permission here also to represent to Your Majesty that in another communi­
cation that has come to me on this subject, through the British consul at Tabriz, 
and the British legation of this city, from some of my countrymen, American mis­
sionaries at Urmi, after reciting the awful details of the murder, it is stated that the 
Christians there have been obliged to shut themselves up in their houses for fear of 
another such terrible incident. 

This statement, as the representative of American Christians in Persia, I invite 
the serious attention of Your Majesty to, and beg that such orders will be given as 
will insure their safety and guarantee their protection as peaceable and law-abiding 
citizens in the peaceful pursuit of their holy calling . 

.. I have, etc., 
ALEX. McDoNALD, 

United States Minister, 
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Linclosure 2 in No. 26.- Trnnslation.] 

The Pet·ition of Leah to His Irnperial Majesty the Shah: This petition showeth that 
this humble one and her relations, viz, Ain-es-Sultaneh, who is in Paro, and 
Gehangbir Khan and Neriman Khan, who are in the royal tmin fulfilling their duties 
and spending their lives in -the service of their King, and who have always been 
and still are home born and living under a covenant of salt in loyalty to the high 
fnnctionaries of the eternal and triumphant state, under these circumstances, then, 
how does it come to pass that with Your Imperial Majesty's exalted sense of 
justice apd righteousness the husband and master of this humble one, by name 
Khajeh Aga J:ln Khan, was, within half an honr after leaving his house to go to 
his shop for business, by a mob of wicked people of Oroomiah, on a false accusa­
tion, surrounded and treacherously, from hatred and enmity, dragged from his shop 
into the mosque, where, from the blows of sticks and stones and the sta,bs of dag­
gers, he was brutally slain and almost torn to pieces. His body was then drawn by 
ropes to the outside of the city and thrown into the very water of the moat, and 
afterwards his body was sold for money, and his shop and goods in it plundered, 
whilst I, the humble and helpless one, from fright and terror, dare not go to my 
horne. The soldiers also who have surrounded his house are destroying his prop­
erty and giving much trouble to his friends, and by no means hesitate to cause loss, 
grief, and pain. 

Finally this huml.Jle one lifts up beseeching hands to the skirts of justice and 
honor of Your Imperial Majesty, who, according to your ideas of cherishing yonr 
subjects and meting out justice, I pray, may do wllatever is thougllt necessary on 
behalf of my late lmsband whose pllotograph I inclose. 

[Inclosure 3 in No. 26.-Translation.J 

Petition sent by the American 'missions of Urrni to his irnlJerialltfg7mes8, the VaU Ahd. 

We beg to state that your royal highness' justice sun, which is fair and shines all 
over the Aderbejan province, and since your royal highness always desires the 
peace and comfo':rt of yonr subjects and nations: vVe therefore think it necessary 
to state the true facts in regard to Aga .Jan Khan's case, a christian merchant; and 
we hope your royal highness will be kincl enough to give just,ice in this matter and 
order the punishment of the guilty parties. Aga Jan Khan had an office in the 
caravausarah of the late Snja a Dowlell. As usual, he comes in the morning and 
sits in his office. A few merchants came to his office for business and went away; be­
sides these a Mnssulman and a Christian also came to llis office, and whilst these two 
men were in his office two Persian women came to him ancl spoke to him about some 
loan transactions, but they did not come to any decided conclusion about the 1oaJi, 
ancl the two Persian women left his office. After a quarter of an hour a party of 
Syeds, mullah students, and others came from Jumah Musjed to the caravansarah, 
and they ascended to a watcllmaker's shop, whi?h is situated on top of Aga Jan 
Khan's shop, and there they had some consultatwn (unknown to us). Then they 
came down to Aga Jan KhmJ's shop, and without any words or questions they 
seized him by the collar and dragged him into the caravansarah compound; then 
they started to beat him most shamefully all round, and from there they drag him 
to Jurnah Musjed. 

The head mullah, seeing the state of affairs, gets into the crowu, takes Aga Jan 
Khan from them and puts him into a room and shuts the door well. At the same 
time the governor and kargozar were informed. They had sent four or five men 
(forashes), but the men did nothing in the matter to give any help; for three honrs 
Aga Jan Khan was kept in that room like a prisoner; in the course of the three hours 
the state of affairs was continually being communicated to the governor, kargozar, 
and tlle serperast, but they neither took steps to prevent the mobs nor tried to carry 
him away to the Government house. 

After three hours' imprisonment a few Syeds and others break into the room and 
stab h.im in several places, then bring him out into the compound and all the 
audience that were present there again start to stab and kick him most cruelly and, 
furthermore, thinking that these tortures are not sufficient, they tie a rope around 
his neck and feet and pull him through the streets and bazars out of the city and 
there they throw him in a water pool full of dirty water coming from the Persian 
Hamams. Then they start to stone him there. Such cruelty was never known yet. 

At last we had to offer a sum of money, and by the help of the goyefnor's and 
kargozar's men the body was taken out from the dirty water; fnrther we beg to 
state that the cause of this poor man's murder was simply for an untrue fact aml 
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gossip, and many men can give eviclence to this effect, that all charges made against 
llim are untrue. We also know well that all charges made against him were untrue, 
and further beg to say that he could never commit such a crime in an open caravan­
sary, moreover in his shop, which can be looked into from three sides. 

Such cruel murder is against the laws of the Government, but it is owing to the 
weakness of governors that such events take place. 

In conclusion, we beg to state that the Christians have been obliged to shut 
themselves in their homes for fear of another similar incident taking place. 

The men who have murdered are all well known aml can be easily discon~red. 
DOCTOU COCIIRANE. 

Mr. McDonald to Mr. Gresham. 

[Extract.] 

No. 27.] LEGATION OF THE UNI'fED STATES, 
Teheran, Persia, October 26, 1893. ( Heceived November 29.) 

SIR: Referring to my dispatch, No. 26, concerning the murder of the 
Armenian Christian, Aga Jan Khan, at Oroomiah, I have the honor to 

. report that I have received a most kind and satisfactory letter from 
the Shah, a copy of which is herewith inclosed. I have written thank­
ing His Majesty for the prompt and complete manner in whieh he has 
responded to my request; but I beg to inquire whether the case is not 
one which would. justify a telegram direct from the Department? I 
am sure it would gratify and strengthen him in like action in similar 
cases. I believe His :1\iajesty is kindly disposed, aud that his leanings 
are in the direction of liberality and justice. 

1 consider the position and action of His Majesty in this murder 
case as very gratifying and encouraging in the line of protection to 
Christians. 

I have, etc., f' ' .. 

ALE!:. McDoNALD. 

/ 

[Inclosure iu No. 27.-'l'ranslntion.] 

The p1'irne rniniste1' to Mr. McDonald. 

YouR ExcELLENCY: Your sincere communication respecting the murder of Aga 
Khan, a Christian, which was perpetrated at Oroomiah, bas been laid before and 
pArused by His Imperial Majesty the Shah-may hiM reign be permanently estab­
lished-who has instructed me to send you a reply. 

It is evident from your representations that you have been actuated in this matter 
by kindness of heart and good will towards this country. About the time that your 
letter reached His Majesty, in conformnity with his benignity of disposition a.nd 
royal sense of justice, he had given stringent orders that the perpetrators of this 
crime should be arrested and the necessary punishment awanled to them. 

On receiving your excellency's communication, His Majesty was deeply grieved 
at this event, and he gave imperative orders to his imperial highness the valiabd 
(heir apparent), who was going to Oroomiah to make a special investigation into 
this case and have those who have committed this deed arrested and exemplary 
punishment inflicted upon them, and also to take every necessary and possible 
measure for the protection and quietness of others. 

OCTOBER 24, 1893. 
(Seal of the Sadr Azem.] 
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lJ.Ir. ]lfcDonald to Mr. Gresham. 

No. 30.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Teheran, Persia, October 29, 1893. (Hceeived December 6.) 

SIR: Touehing my correspondence with His Majesty concerning the 
Oroomiah murder, I have the honor to forward, in addition to what has 
already been sent, as inclosures, a copy of my last note to the prime 
rniniste.r, and also of one from the forejgn minister to me. 

I beg to state that the missionaries are desirous that the Shah's assur­
ing letter be published for the benefit of their friends at home; and if 
there is no reason to the contrary, I would second their request that it 
be given to the press. 

I am, etc., 
ALEX. McDoNALD. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 30.] 

Mr. McDonald to tlte p1·ime ntinister. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITIW STATES, 
Teheran, Octobe1· 28, 1893. 

YouR HIGHNRSS: With profound sensibility I ac,knowledge the just and wise and 
noble sentiments of His Imperial Majesty's reply, throuRh your hi~hness, to my letter 
of the 18th of October concerning the murder of the Christian Armenian, Aga Jan 
Khan, at Oroomiah, and return my deep and heartfelt thanks for the same. · 

I have forwarded a copy of your highness' letter to Washington, where it .will not 
fail to excite the liveliest feelings of satisfaction and approbation in the breasts of 
his excellency the President and his ministers. · 

With the h'ope that the reign of His Exalted Majesty may be long, peaceful, and 
happy, I beg to subscribe, etc., 

ALEx. McDoNALD. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 30-Translation.] 

The minister fm· fm·eign affairs to M1·. McDonald. 

TEHERAN, PERSIA, October 26, 1893. 
SIR: I have to acknowledge the receipt of the "petition" which your excellency, 

in your communication of the 7th of Ral.Ji-es-sani, desired me to lay b efore His 
Imperial Majesty, and to inform you that a reply will be sent through his highness 
the prime mmister to your excellency. 

I beg to repeat, etc. 
[Seal of the Kavamed Doulah, minister for foreign affairs.] 

Mr. Me Donald to ]j{J-. Gresham. 

No. 3G.] LEGATION OF 'l'HE UNITED STATES, 
Tehe1·an, Persia, November 9, 1893. (Received Dec. 15, 1893.) 

SIR: I have the honor to submit herewith a copy of note sent by me 
to the prime minister, as per your dispatch No. 16, correcting Mr. 
Sperry's misinterpretation of your instructions in No. 33 in regard to 
the Haj ie Seyyah case. 

I am, etc., 
.ALEX. McDoNALD. 



-

506 FOREIGN RELATIONS. 

[Inclosure in No. 36.] 

Mr. McDonald to the p1·irne minister. 

LEGATIO~ OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Teheran, Pe1·sia, Novembm· 6, 1893. 

YouR HIGR~ESS: I am instructed by the Department of State to inform you that 
a f'OPY of Mr. Sperry's note addressed to you on the 21st of July last with reference 
to the case of Hajie Seyyah has been received. 

In Mr. Sperry's communication to your highness be refers to instructions which 
be had just received from the Department relative to this sulJject; but from a care­
ful consideration of the terms of the dispatch of the Secretary of State, and the 
light thrown on it by the letter which I have just received, there can be no doubt 
that Mr. Sperry misumlerstood the instructions addressed to him on the 17th of May. 

The Department did not decide whether Hajie Seyyah had lost his United States 
citizenship, still less whether he had reverted to his original nationality. Further­
more, in the absence of evidence that Ha~jie Seyyah had bonafide conserved Ameri­
can citizenship he could not be regarded as entitled to the protection of the 
Unitetl States while continuing to dwell in the land of his origin. Naturalization 
being a jutlicial act the executive branch is not competent to amml a decree of nat­
uralization, and can not declare forfeiture of citizenship in the absence of legisla­
tion to that end. In view of this circumstance it will be evident to yonr highness 
that Mr. Sperry is in error when he asserts, as in the first paragraph of his note, 
"that the Government of the United Stutes has decided that Hajie Seyyah is not a 
citizen of the Unitetl States;" and also further on, where he concludes, after a quo­
tation from the dispatch in question, that "my Government decides that Hajie i::\ey­
yah is not a citizen of the United States, on the ground that the rights which be 
acquired by receiving a certificate of naturalization from a court of the Unitf'(l 
States .have been lost because he never made any use of those rights. The riglltH 
a<Jquired by him in the United States would he good if he had used them, but 11r>t 
having'usecl them he bas lost them, and therefore he is now as much a subject of llil! 
Imperial Majesty as he would have been if he had never stepped across the Persiau 
frontier." 

Your highness will, I am sure, readily admit that the quotation in question hardly 
justifies Mr. Sperry's interpretation, and at the utmost can only be construed as an 
exposition of the law and situation, and that there is no abrogation by the Govern­
ment of the naturalization of Hajie Seyyah. When the Secretary of State remarks 
that he has "no hesitancy in regarding as unworthy the claim of Hajie Seyyalt to 
be protected as a person who has bona fide discharged the reciprocal duties of Ameri­
can citizenship, however lawful be the act of his naturalization," from which Mr. 
Sperry probably drew his conclusion, his excellency does not decree that Hajie 
Seyyah had forfeited his citizenship, which would have been an assumption of 
power that the laws of the United States have not delegated to him; but that Hajie 
Seyyah's claim to protection in Persia could not under the circumstances be enter­
tained. 

Your highness will, therefore, be pleased to observe that the Secretary of State 
does not decide whether Hajie Seyyah is or is not a citizen of the United States, but 
merely that my predecessor was not justified in givjng to him the protection of the 
legation. 

N otwitbstanding its being my duty to point out the error into which my predecessor 
has fallen in this matter, yet it is the utmost satisfaction to me to feel that I can join 
with him in the belief that the close friendship which has existed so long between 
Persia and the United States will be ever increased and perpetuated. 

I take, etc., 
ALEX. McDONALD. 

Mr. McDonald to Mr. Gresham. 

No. 41.]' LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Teheran, Persia, November 23, 1893. (Received January 2, 1894.) 

SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith for your information a 
copy and translation of a letter from the prime minister in response 
to mine of the 5th instant, written under Mr. Adee's instruction (a copy 
of whieh, under cover of No. 3G, dated the 9th instant, was sent to the 
Department), relative to the case of Hajie Seyyah. 
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It will be observed tlmt tlw Persian Government, in defiance of the 
right or doctrine of expatriation, still maintains that Hajie Seyyah 
always was and will continue to be a Persian su~ject, unless, as 
admitted in the discussion and negotiations with Mr. Sperry, he had 
Reeured the permission of his Government to emigrate, which is prob­
ably never given, except to persons whose conduct and cantinued 
presence are o~jectionable. 

As the Persian Government bas evidently made up its mind to 
adhere to this contention in spite of reason and the common usages of 
11atious, and as any attempt to controvert its position might possibly 
involve Hajie Seyyah, the person most concerned, in difficulties and 
loss, I have not thought it advisa,b1e, or evmlne.c~tssary ~to sen.<..l. a re-ply. 
If in its wisdom, however, the Department should decirlc tllat the ques­
tion should be reo-pened and the discussion continued for the sake of 
upholding the cert{ficate of naturalization of Hajie Seyyah I await its 
instructions, although it can scarcely be hoped, I fear, that anything 
but friction and irritation would result. Persians, like their laws of 
old, never change. 

I have, etc., 
ALEX JVICDONALD. 

[Inclosure in No. 41.-Translation.] 

I'he prime ministe1' to M1·. McDonttld. 

TEHERAN, November 19, 1893. 
YouR ExcELLENCY: In reply to your Jetter dated the 27th of Rabbi II, 1311, with 

reference to the case of Hajie Seyyah, Mahallati, I beg respectfully to say that 
Hajie Seyyah, of MahalH1t, is a veritable subje:Jt of Persia whether he be resident in 
Persia or he depart for a foreign land. Under no circumstances can there be any 
change in his nationality, and wherever he may be he will be a citizen of Persia. 

I send this reply so that there may be no objections raised in the future. 
Accept, etc,, 

[Seal of the prime minister.] 

Mr. Uhl to Mr. McDonalcl. 

No. 29.] DEPARTMEN'l' OF STATE, 
Washington, N overnber 28, 1893. 

SIR: I have received your No. 26 of 21st ultimo relative to the mur­
der at Oroomiah, Persia, of Aga Jan Khan, an Armenian Christian, 
under circumstances not entirely clear. The peculiar atrocity of the 
act has obliged the Christians there, some of whom you understand to 
be American citizens, to "shut themselves in their homes;" and your 
interposition on their behalf was proper, if only to quiet their natural 
apprehensions. 

I am, etc., 

No. 30.] 

EDWIN F. UHL, 
Acting Secretary. 

Mr. Uhl to Mr. McDonalcl. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, December 5, 1893. 

SIR: I have received your No. 27, of 26th October last, iu furtller 
relation to the anxiety of the Christians at Oroomiah-among them, 
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as your No. 28 indicates, being over thirty Americans-occasioned by 
the atrocious murder of the Armenian Christian Aga Jan Khan, at 
that place. 

You wiU please apprise the foreign office of the high appreciation 
with which this Government learns of His :Majesty's beuevolent inter­
est in the matter and of the steps taken to protect our citizens. 

I am, etc., 

No. 37.1 

EDWIN F. UHL, 
Acting Secreta,ry. 

Mr. Uhl to Mr. Jl1cDonald. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, January 5, 1894. 

SIR: I have received your No. 41, of 23d November last, and the copy 
therewith of a ilott~ of the -foreign office in continuance of correspond­
ence regarding the nationality of Hajie Seyyah. 

You may say to the minister of foreign affairs that so far as the case 
of Hajie Seyyah is concerned the incident was terminated by the 
announcement that this Government was indisposed to regard him as 
entitled, under all the circumstances of the case, to protection as a 
person bona fide conserving his acquired rights as a citizen of the 
United States. 

This being so, it does not appear to be necessary or expedient to dis­
cuss the abstract question of the right and duty of the Government of 
the United States toward its lawful citizens. 

I am, etc., 
EDWIN F. UHL, 

Acting Secretary, 
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Mr. Hicks to Mr. Gresham. 

No. 48~.] LEGATION OF 'l.'HE UNITED S'fATES, 
Lima, April 3, 1893. (Heceived April 22). 

SrR: Late on the evening of Monday, March 27, a report reached 
Lima that a serious riot bad occurred at J\follendo, a small village 
about 400 miles from Lima. in the south of Peru, in which the Amer­
ican consular agency was sacked and the acting consular agent 
wounded by a bullet. I at once telegraphed Mr. A. J. Daugherty, 
consul at Callao, to ask if he had received any report from the consular 
agent. He bad not, and then, at my suggestion, after the arrival of 
the steamer, be telegraphed the consular agent as follows: 

HENRY MEIER: 
Acting (Jonsular Agent, Molle.ndo: 

Are yon wounded~ Was consulate invadecl ~ Nothing received from yon by mail. 
DAUGIH<;RTY. 

Two holidays iutervened when no business was done, and on April 
1, Mr. Meier replied: 

Bullet in the left leg. Office partly destroyed. Archives saved. Wrote to-day. 
Feel better. 

When the next steamer arrives from the south, which will probably 
be to-morrow, the 4th, Mr. JYieier's report will be received and will then 
be transmitted to this legation. Pending its receipt I can only wait 
for further information. 

As reported by the newspapers and by the officers of the Masonic 
grand lodge of Peru, the unfortunate affair is explained in this way: 
Senor de Cazorla, a prominent Peruvian and member of the Peruvian 
Senate, a resident of Mollendo, died at La Paz, Bolivia, a short time 
before, and his remains were brought home and buried. The Masonic 
lodge at Mollendo, of which Senor de Cazorla bad been a member a11cl 
at the time of Lis death was the master, made arrangements to pay 
their respects to the memory of the deceased by public fun<>ral exer­
cises, to be held in the lodge room on Saturday evening, March 25. 
About 150 persons were present, men and women, composed of some 
of the leading citizens of lYiollendo. A traveling company of musicians, 
called the Estudiautina Americana, en route to Lima, o1fered its serv­
ices and took part in the musical programme of the evening . . About 
8:30 p. m. the lodge .room was attacked by a mob, which threw stones 
aud clubs at the doors and windows, broke up the meeting, drove the 
audience into the street, and created a period of terror and consterna­
tion. As soon as the people had left the Masonic hall the mob entered, 
took posseRsion of the furniture in the lodge room, as well as the musical 
instruments of the Estudia,ntina .Americana, and removed the furniture 
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and instruments to the street below, made a bonfire of the whole 
property, and burned it to ashes. Several houses and offices in the 
immediate vicinity were sacked in the same manner. 

The office of Henry Meier, the acting consular agent of the United 
States, was near the lodge room and suffered from the attack. Several 
persons were reported seriously wounded by stones and Mr. J\tfeier is 
said to be suffering from the effects of a bullet in his leg. One person 
is said to have been killed. 

It is said that the action of the mob grew out of a bitterness felt by 
the people against the Masonic fraternity, and it is also further 
alleged that one or more priests were present at the time of the attack 
and urged the rioters to their work. 

It is also further stated in the Lima newspapers that the subprefect 
of Mollendo was absent at the time and that the police force was 
limited to seven men, and that these seven men were present at the 
time of the attack, but did nothing to prevent it. 

Without having the official report of the acting consular agent at 
hand, I am of the impres:::;ion that the attack was a domestic affair 
growing out of religious differences, and that the damage or i11jury to 
tlJC consular agency was incidental to the attack upon the lYiasonic 

- meeting. · 
As soon as the official report is received from 1\Ir. Meier, I shall give 

it prompt attention. 
I am, etc., 

JOHN HICKS. 

lJfr. Hicks to Mr. Gresham. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGA'l'ION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Lima, April 5, 1893. (Received April 5.) 

Mr. Hicks reports that the consulate of the United States at Mol­
lendo wa8 incidentally invaded in the course of a riot during which 
the masonic lodge was attacked and sacked and the furniture burned 
on the street by a mob. The archives of the consulate were saved 
from injury but the furnishing was destroyed and the consular agent 
shot in the foot. He says that there was a squad of Peruvian police 
present but that it looked on without interfering with the acts of the 
mob. He announces the mailing of particulars. 

Mr. G1·e.rshmn to Mr. Hicks. 

[Telegram.] 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
·Jvashington, April 6, 1893. 

Mr. Gre8ham directs J\1r. Hicks to enter a protest against the lack 
of protection to the consulate on the part of the authorities, and in the 
event of the circumstances beii1g found to have been as reported, to 
ask that reparation be made for the injury inflicted on the person and 
property of an American7 regret expressed1 and offenders promptly 
:prosecuted, - - · - -



PERU. 511 

1-fr. Hicks to Mr. Gresham. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGA'l'ION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Lima, April 9, 1893. (Received April 9.) 

Mr. Hicks reports that he has received a reply to a note that he bad 
addressed to the Peruvian goverHment before sending his telegram of 
the 5th to the Department and in which he had asked for information 
and called attention to the grave nature of the incident; that reply ex­
presses regret, promises that reparation will be made for damage 
sustained and the guilty parties at Mollendo punished, and announces 
the removal of the subprefect in charge. He sugg·ests that in view 
of equity displayed in the reply protest should not be made unless so 
directed l>y the Department. 

t 

Mr. Gresham to .Mr. Hicks. 

[Telegram.] 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, April 10, 1893. 

Mr. Gresham expresses gratification at the promises made by the 
Government of Peru in regard to the incident at Mollendo and the 
confidence with which it is expected these promises will be speedily 
fulfilled. He directs him to report on that point. 

Mr. Hicks to Mr. Gresha.m. 

No. 485.] LEGA'I'ION o~' 'l'HE UNI'l'ED STATES, 
Lima., April10, 1893. (Received May 1.) 

SIR: Referring to my No. 482, of April3, I have to say that on the 
5t,h instant the official report of Lhe acting consular agent at Mollendo 
was received, g·iving full particulars of the riot and attack on the con­
sular ageJlCY of the United States on the 25th ultimo. I at once 
directed to the minister of foreign affairs a note calling attention to 
the serious feature of the affair-that w bile the mob was primarily a 
domestic affair with which I had nothing to do, yet where the sanctity 
of the consular agency of the United States was invaded and its acting 
consular agent wonnded in defense of the office, it became a grave 
international offense, which was heightened by the presence of Peruvian 
gendarmes, who made no attempt to defend the consular agency or 
repress the riot. 

On the same day I had transmitted to the Department a telegram 
contaiuiug a brief account of the afl'air, and on the 6th instant I received 
a reply from the Department, directing me to make a protest and, if 
the facts were 'vell established,. to ask an expression of regTet and an 
assurance that the gui1ty parties would be punished and reparation 
would be made. 

Inasmuch as my note of the 5th to the foreign office, while not couched 
in ~he form of a protest, practically answered the purpose, I decided 
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to await the reply of the minister before communicating with him 
further. I was induced to this course by an informal notice from the 
foreign office to the effect that the minister in reply to my note would 
concede exactly the points which I was directed by the Department to 
request. 

Late on the evening of the 8th instant I was waited upon by a clerk 
from the foreign office who pre::;ented the reply of Doctor Don Cesareo 
Chacaltana to my note. As I had anticipated, the minister regrets the 
incident, which is distinctly disavowed by the Government. He also 
announces that the subprefect in charge at lVIolleudo has been removed 
and will be submitted to an examination so that his guilt or responsi­
bility may be determined, and that all the parties concerned in the 
affair are to be prosecuted and reparation will be made to the victims. 
The note is expressed in friendly terms and I think was Wl!itten in a 
genuine spirit of equity and good feeling toward the United States. 

As soon as I could make a translation of the minister's note, I 
ditipatched· to the Department a telegram stating the receipt of the 
note, and that in my opinion it ful1y met the purposes of a protest, and 
declaring that, unless the Department directed otherwise, I did not 
now consider any protest necessary. 

I shall wait a reasonable time for further advice by teleg ·am from the 
Department, and then nothing further having been recmved, I shall 
reply to the minister, expressing my satisfaction at the prompt and 
voluntary apology and promise of reparation which he has given, and 
the hope that the incident may be closed 'to the mutual satisfaction of 
both countries. 

I append in this connection a copy of the correspondence, with a 
translation of the minister's note, as well as a copy of the telegrams 
sent by the legation to the Department, and the telegram received by 
this legation from the Department. 

I have, etc., 
JOHN HICKS. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 485.] 

Mr. Meier to M1·. Daugherty. 

Co~suLAR AGENCY oF THE UNITED STATEs, 
Mollendo, Llp1·ill, 1893. 

DEAR SIR: By cahle you wi11 haYe been informed, no doubt, of the disturbances 
that occurred at this port Saturuay night (25th instant), during which I unfor­
tunately was wounded in the leg by a bullet., in my attempts to extinguish the fire 
that threatene 1. to declare itself in the balcony of the adjoining house. Fortu­
nately this could be avoided. 

My wound is not very serious, and I have been allowed to leave the bed to-day, 
hopmg to be able to walk in a few days more. 

My house and office, which is next to the one where the lodge was assembled, has 
been nearly completely destroyed, and my iron safe was intended to be broken, bnt 
proved too much for them. The archives of the consulate were of no interest to 
the mob and have not suffered. 

If nothing further happens I do not intend to make a claim of any importance, 
hut trust that as well yourself as Mr. Hicks will assist me to be refnnd~d by the 
Government for the actual damage suffered. 

Dnring the outrage of the mob there were s·tationed eight soldiers with a major in 
front of the people, as it seemed protecting them, and with strict orders from the 
suu1>refect not to interfer~, according to the explanation of the officer on being 
called npon to avoid such excesses. 

Unfortunately we are exposed to much mm·e serious occurrences. The urban 
guard that was formed has been disbanded by order of the prefect of Arequi11a1 
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and wit b. the threat "to be dissolved by f1J ing on them" added uy the sn bprcfcct 
here. 

Tbe prisoners taken by the judge, who nnderstanr1s the matter, were put into lib­
erty by the subprefect, and this model authority appears to remain in his place. 

In sight of these facts we can not know what remains in store for Mollendo, and 
being without any guaranty of life or property, we must look for help from our 
representatives in Lima and Callao. A cablegram will most likely be sent to this 
effect to-day by tbe consular bo<ly here. 

Excuse the hurry I am writing in, and believe me, 
Yours, most truly, 

ENRIQUF. MFnm, 
.Acting Cousulal' Agent. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 485.) 

M1·. Hicks to Senor Chacaltana. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Lima, April 5, 1893. 

Mr. MINISTER: It is with feelings of regret that I am compelled to lay before your 
excellency an official report from the acting consular agent of the United States 
at .Mollendo, Mr. Enrique Meier. This I'Cl)Ort presents the details of a most distress­
ing event, in which the sanctity of the American consular agency seems to have been 
grossly violated by a mob, the property of the acting consular agent destroyed, and 
his person put in jeopardy, even to the extent of gunshot wounds. According to 
the said report this unfortunate outbreak took place in the presence of the official 
representatives of the Government of Peru, that is, the genscl'armes, under com­
m:mcl of an official of the army, aU said to be acting under the order of the sub . 
prefect. It is said that these officials, instead of quelling the mob and affording pro­
tection to the llefenseless victims, actually aided the rioters in their work aml thus 
for the time gave official approval to the ont1·age. 

So far as the riot was concerned in its relations generally to the parties attacked 
I have not,hing to say, further than to express the regret which all good citizens 
must feel at such an unfortunate occurrence. Bgt when the consular representa­
tive of the United States is maltreated and the consular building, bearing the 
shield of the United States, is invaded, insulted, and its contents partially destroyed, 
contrary to the spirit of good will existing between two friendly nations, the affair 
becomes one of grave international importance, especially when these unfortunate 
acts seem to have been committed under offici:tl sanction. I have felt it my duty to 
transmit to my Government a report of the occurrence by cable, and I shall also sellCl 
by mail" a copy of the report of the consular agent and of this note to your excel­
lency. 

I need not assure your excellency that in so doing I am nctuated only by a sense 
of responsibility to my Government, and personally I have no doubt that yonr excel­
lency's Government will as s0on as practicable favor me with a full explanation of 
this most deplorable a:li'air, which I will be most happy to transmit to my Govern­
ment. 

I am, etc., 
JOHN HICKS. 

[Inclosure 3 in No. 485.-Translatjon.] 

Seiio1· Chacaltana to M1·. Hiclcs. 

DEPARTMENT OF FOllElGN RELATIONS, 
Lima, .Apr,il 8, 1893. 

Mr. MINISTER: The undersigned has received the courteous note of your excel­
lency uated the 5th instant, referring to the event which occurred in Mollenclo on 
the 25th of March last, and the inclosed copy of the report sent to your legation by 
Mr. Henry Meier, acting consular agent of the United States at that place. 

Your excellency represents that the immunity of the saitl consular agency has 
been violated, the property of the consular agent has been destroyed, and the life 
of the consttlar agent has been pnt in danger; that officer h:wing been wounded by 
a bullet in the leg. Your excellency adds that these acts of injustice having 
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occurred in tbe presence of the gens d'armes and the of.ficer acting under the orders 
of the snhprefect, it would seem that they were in a certain sense authorized. 

Your excellency considers that these acts become in vested with a grave interna· 
tional im11ortance when considered as outrages, viol::ltions, and insults consummated 
on the person of the consular representative of the United States, and on the habi­
tation of that official, expressing a contempt for the relations which exist between 
two friendly nations. Your excellency announces that you have forwa.rded to your 
Government a report of these transactions, and you conclude by expressing thehopo 
that my Government will furnish a detailed explanation of these deplorable events. 

The Government of the undersigned, moved to-day as always by the spirit of a just 
and elevated policy in its relations with friendly powers, does not hesitate to fur­
nish to your excellency the explanation which you solicit, and it does this with 
great pleasure, not only suggesting the most ef.ficacious means of repairing the injury 
but with the constant purpose which it has to give confidence to its own citizens 
and to foreigners, and especially to the official agents of friendly states, by the 
earnest efforts which it displays to make effective the sacred guarantees of universal 
Jaws and the laws of the country. 

It follows, then, that the Government of the undersigned would have been the first 
to deplore the riot at Mollendo. and the consequent outrages which followed, for these 
events merit, from the begiuning, its most explicit reprobation. It decided to dictate 

· the necessary measures, within the sphere of its constitntionaJ powers, to pnnish the 
guilty and to provide just reparation to tho injured. The Government resolved, in 
fact., when the first intelligence was received of these events, to order the prosecu­
tion of the authors and accomplices in the mob, as well as the assailants of the bouse 
of the consular agent of the United StateR. It resolved, likewise, to put in exer­
cise the powers which the law gives it to prosecute the case with all the activity 
ca1led for by tlle satisfaction due to tho~e persoiJS whose guarantees were tram­
peled upon. 

In regard to the attitude taken by the police force, the Government is without 
sufficient data to enable it to accept the theory that the police were the accomplices 
of the assailants. The subprefect of the province, under whose ordcrF! it was, in 
his official report of the affair, >vhich he bas sent in, explains the passive attitude of 
his subordinates by their reduced number, and states that in his belief they were 
powerless to contend against the crowd. 

The Government of the undersigned, nevertheless, inspired by the necessity of a 
better and clearer statement of the facts, decided to order that the subprefect should 
be submitted to trial in order that his conduct aml responsibility should be tlJOr­
onghly ventilated and that in the meantime he should be suspended from the duties 
of his of.fice. 

The Government of the undersigneu, painfully impressed by the affair at Mollendo, 
has deplored in a special manner the incident affecting the consular representatiYes 
of the United States and the building in which is situated his office. The undcr­
sigued is very glad, ho,vcver, to remind your excellency t.bat in this affair the tumult 
and disorder were not inspired by a spirit of hostility a.gainst the consular represen­
tative of the United States. The outbreak was caused in the beginning by motives 
and tendencies of an entirely different spirit and one which implied not the slightest 
feeling of antagonism to the good and loyal friendship of Peru toward the country 
which your excellency so worthily represents. The injury to the consular functionary 
and his office was almost incidental. It occurred in the midst of disorder and was 
brongbt about solely by the proximity of the office to the building which was the 
direct object of attaclc It was committed by a group of persons whose actions 
had merited in every case the reprobation of the Peruvian society and the Peruvian 
Government. Animated always by a desire to strengthen the bonds of friendship 

· with the nation and with the Government of the United States, such acts have not 
received for a single instant, nor can they receive, of.ficia.J. sanction. 

'Vith these considerations in view, your excellency can be assured that the events 
referring to the consular agent of the United States in Mollendo, and the measures 
alloptecl by the Government of the undersigned, can not weaken the bonds of recip­
rocal affection which hi:Lve existed between the two countries for so many years. 

The Government of the undersigned, yielding to the inspirations and to the highest 
interests of justice, has been moved, as can be seen, to take meas1ne8 for the clca.r­
ing np of these acts, for the punishment of the guilty, and the consequent reparation 
dne to t.hose, li]{e the consular agent of the Uuited States, wh'> have been the victims 
of tl 1e outbreak. 

I am1 etc., 
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M1-. Hicks to Mr. Gresham . 

[Extract.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Lima, April15, 1893. (Received May 8.) 

SIR: Referring to my No. 485 of AprillO, I have to say that on the 
11th I received a telegram from the Department expressing gratifica­
tion at the reply of the Peruvian foreign office, and the hope of a speedy 
fulfillment of its promises. I then replied to the note of Dr. Chacal­
tana, minister of foreign affairs, conveying the substance of the tele­
gram, and requiring as forcibly as was consistent with the dignity of 
the subject a speedy settlement of the affair. 

In order that there should be no reasonable excuse for delay, I 
verbally directed the consul at Callao, Mr. A. J. Daugherty, to direct 
the consular agent to present his daim for indemnity at once, and I 
have received a note from Mr. Daugherty, in which he states that on 
the 13th he cabled the consular agent to send in his claim, and that he 
has received a reply to the effect that the claim would be sent in imme­
(liately. 

I have reason to believe that if the claim presented by the consular 
agent is reasonable, the Government will settle it at once. 

I append a copy of my note to the foreign office and of the telegram 
received from the Department. 

I have, etc., 

• JOliN HICKS • 

[Inclosure in No. 486.] 

Mt·. Hicks to Senor Chacaltana. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Lirna, April11, 1893. 

Mr. MINISTER: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of the note of your excel­
lency, dated April 8, in regard to the recent attack upon the consular agency of the 
United States at Mollendo. I have read with mnch pleasure the courteous and 
friendly statement therein made to the effect that the Government of your excellency 
expressly asserts its reprobatiOn of the action of the mob at that time, as well as 
regret for the inefficiency of the police force and the failure of the gens d'a1·rnes to 
give the necessary protection to the consular agent of the United States. I am 
also greatly pleased at the promise of your excellency that the Government of Peru 
will at once order a judicial examination of the affair, to the end that the guilty 
participants may be punished and the sufferers ma.y ba indemnified for their injuries, 
and that the subprefect in charge at the time will be put upon trial to determine 
whether or not he was guilty of complicity in the unfortunate affair. 

While the eminently fair and honorable position taken by your excellency in this 
matter is in strict accord with the line of conduct followed by all high-minded 
nations, and is exactly what I had expected from your excellency, it affords me addi­
tional satisfaction to know that your proposition for a settlement of this unfortu­
nate affair was entirely spontaneous, and if it is carried out in the same friendly 
spirit it will serve to strengthen the good feeling which has so long existed between 
the two countries, and will be particularly gratifying to the Government which I 
represent. 

I will add for your excellency's pleasure that on receipt of yours of the 8th 
instant I at once notified my Government by cable of its contents and have received 
a prompt reply to the effect that the President is gratified at the promises conveyed 
in your excellency's note, and that he confidently awaits their prompt fulfillment, 
which I am directed to report at once. 

I trust, therefore, that I shall soon have the great pleasure of notifying the 
Department at Washington that the Government of your excellency has complied 
with the propositions made in your note and that the incident is terminated to the 
mutual satisfaction of all concerned. 

I improve, etc., 
JOHN HICKS. 
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Mr. Hicks to llfr. Gresham. 

No. 403.] , LEGATION OF 'l'HE UNI'l'ED STATES, 
.Lima, April 29, 1893. (Received May 19.) 

SIR: Referring to my No. 482 of April 3, 1803, No. 485 of April 10, 
189.3, and No. 486 of April15, 1893, I have the honor herewith to inclose* 
a copy of the claim for damages against the Peruvian Government, 
sulJmitted through Mr. A. J. Daugherty, consul at Callao, by Mr. Henry 
or (Enrique) Meier, acting consular agent, growing out of the attack 
upon the consular agency of the United States at l\1ollendo, March 25, 
1~93. This claim I at once forwarded to the foreign office and also 
llad an interview personally with the miuister of foreign affairs, urging 
a prompt settlement of the same. 

I append also a copy of my note to the minister of foreign affairs, 
transmitting Mr. Meier's claim. 

I am, etc., 
JOHN HICKS. 

[Inclosure in No. 4!J3.] 

Mr. Hiclcs to Dr. Chacaltana. 

LEGATION 01!' TilE UNITED STATES, 
Lima, April '29, 1893. 

. Mr. MINISTER: Referring to the courteous and honorable communication of your 
excellency, dated April 8, in regard to the lamentable incident at Mollendo, and my 
no'~e of the 11th instant, replying thereto, I novr.. have the honor to transmit here­
with the account of Seiior Don Enrif)_ue Meier, acting consular agent of the United 
States at that port, for the actual cost of repairing the damages to his office cause\l 
hy the moh, and for the injuries received to his person by reason of a gunshot 
wound in his leg. I am assnred privately by Seflor Meier that he is still in great 
danger from the etrects of this wound, and at times there have been grave fears that 
the injury would result in the amputation of the limb. 

The account which Seflor Meier has rendered is substantiated by the necessary 
affidavits, and it appears not only to be made out in proper legal form, but that its 
charges are exceedingly fair and reasonable. 

Your excellency will at once agree with me that the account of Sefwr Meier can 
not be considered in the same light as an ordinary claim for damages. Senor M:eier 
stands as the representative of the authority of the United States, the legal repre­
sentative of a friendly uation, who, resting in fancied safety under t.he regis of the 
national escutcheon, was rudely attacked by a mob of disorderly citizens in the 
presence of the police of Peru, who utterly failed to afford him any protection. 
Your excellency, with a noble spirit of ef)_uity and justice, promptly disavowed any 
intention of injury and promised the prompt condemnation of the act by the pun­
ishment of the o1fenders and the imlenmification of the injured. 

The President of the United States, who was informed of the proceedings and of your 
excellency's courteous reply, expressed to me by telegraph his satisfaction with the 
benevolent sentiments which yonr excellency expressed, and signified his confi­
(lent expectation that yonr ex-cellency's Government would at once fulfill the promises 
made, which he instructed me to report to him at once by telegraph. 

I trust, therefore, my dear Mr. minister, that I may at once have the pleasure, as 
well by the kindly feelings I have always entertained for this country as by the 
sincere desire I have that this incident should be harmoniously closed, of notifying 
my Government that your excellency has promptly fulfilled the gracious and praise­
worthy promises contained in your excellency's le.tter. 

With assurances, etc., 
JOHN .HICKS, 

* Inclosure omitted. 
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lJf'r, Greshctm to Mr. Hicks. 

DEP AR'l'MENT OF STATE, 
Washington, Jl[a,y 3, 1893. 

SrR: I lutve to acknowledge the receipt of your No. 485, of the lOth 
ultimo, inclosing copy of the note from the Peruvian foreign office, 
apologizing for the attack made by the mob on our consular agency at 
Mollendo and promising to punish the guilty parties and make due 
reparation to the agent. 

As stated in my telegram of the lOth ultimo, the Department is 
gratified to receive these promises from the Government of Peru, and 
confidently awaits their prompt fulfillment. 

The facts as reported justify our belief that the just and friendly 
disposition of that Government will prevail to insure due punishment 
of the offenders and reparation for the loss accruing to our consular 
agency. 

Tlw Department approves Mr. Meier's purpose not to ask anything 
beyond compensation for property actually destroyed. 

A tender hy Peru of reimbursement of his expenses of medical attend­
ance, etc., consequent upon his wound, would be a gracious act and 
probably acceptable. 

I am, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM • 

. Mr. Hicks to Jfr. Gt·esham. 

[Extrac t.j 

No. 496.] LEGATION OF 'l'HE UNITED STATES, 
Lima, May 8, 1893. EReceived J nne 1.) 

SIR: Referring to my Nos. 486 of April 15, 1893, and 493 of April 
29, 1893, I have now to transmit a copy of the reply of the minister 
of foreign affairs acknowledging receipt of my note of April 29 
transmitting the claim of Enrique Meier, acting consular agent at 
l\iollendo, with a translation of the same. 

The minister states that the Pcruvjan Government is awaiting the 
official report of the Mollendo authorities on the attack on the consu­
lar agency and that as soon as such report is received the Government 
will make a '' d.efinite and precise answer respecting the claim of 
Enrique Meier." 

I have been to the foreign office this afternoon in reg-ard to this mat­
ter and I am told by the chief clerk that the municipality of l\iollendo 
is expected to make a detaifed report of the affair, with an estimate of 
the amount of damage done to different persons, and it is this report 
for which the Government is waiting. 

I have, etc., 

[InclosurC' in No. 496.- Trmlslation.] 

Sefwr Chacaltana to M1·. Hicks. 

JOTIN HICKS. 

FOREIGN OFFICE, 
Lima, May 4, 1893. 

Mr. MINISTER: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your excellency's 
attentive note of April 29, with inclosure::;, referring to incident in Mollendo occur· 
riug to the consular agent of tho United States on the night of the 25th of March. 
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My Government expects to complete its documents regarding this case. To this 
end it has repeated the respective orders to the Mollendo authorities, and, as soon 
as it receives this latest data required for the solution of this affair, I will then, 
without delay, giYe your excellency a definite and precise answer respecting the 
claim of Mr. Enrique Meier, as always in agreement with the ideas expressed in my 
note of the 8th of last month. 

I have, etc., 
CESAREO CHACALTANA, 

Mr. Hicks to Mr. Gresham. -

[Extract.] 

No. 499.) LEGATION OF THE UNITRD STATES, 
Limo, Mdy 20, 1893. (Received June 13.) 

SIR: The new cabinet was duly installed on the 13th, and for the 
first few days the ministers were receiving and making the visits of 
ceremony incident upon a ehange of cabinet. I have made t.hree visits 
to the foreign office, having in mind the final settlement of the claim 
for indemnity presented by the acting consular agent of the United 
States, Don Enrique Meier, growing out of the assault upon the con­
sular agency on the night of March 25 last. 

To-day I succeeded in getting a good interview with the minister, 
and discussed with him the claim of Mr. Meier at length. 

Naturally the minister knew little or nothing about the matter, his 
knowledge having been obtained solely from newspaper reports of the 
affair when he was not in office, and he actmitted that he had not read 
the official reports sent from l"Iollendo. I therefore related to him the 
incidents of the affair and mentioned my note to the minister, his prede­
cessor, my telegram to the State Department, and the reply of the 
Department. 

The minister then said that the law of Peru COI)lpellcd the authori­
ties, in case of damages by a mob, to begin a judicial process against 
the offenders and that Mr. Meier's recourse was in a civil action against 
the leaders of the mob. 

I assured him that the case of Mr. Meier was not an ordinary claim 
for damages, but it involved a point which, perhaps, bad escaped him. 
Mr. Meier's claim was not based simply upon the fact that he bad 
suffered damage to his house, his goods, and his person at the hands of 
a mob. The a:fl'air was far more grave than any ordinary outbreak, and_ 
the facts gave it an international importance which would continue 
until disposed of by the action of the Peruvian Government in comply­
ing with its promises. 

The gravamen of the case was that the consular agency of tbe 
United States was invaded and the acting consular agent had his 
house partially destroyed and was seriously wounded in the leg by disor­
,derly persons, who committed this outrage in the immediate presence of 
the gendarmes of Peru, who claimed that their noninterference, it is 
said, was by command of the subprefect, an official directly under the 
control of the President. While I did not believe for a moment that 
the act of the subprefect and the passiveness of the soldiers were 
authorized by the Government, yet, until the reparation promised by 
Peru and accepted by my Government was duly consummated, the 
responsibility was upon the Government of Peru. 

The minister expressed his regret at the occurrence and inquired if 
his predecessor, Dr. Ohacaltana, had expressed any opinion to me on ! 
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the affair. I then explained tl1at he had entirely disavowed any 
indorsement of the outrage, apologized for it, and had removed the 
subprefect and promised complete inclemnity for the damages. Later, 
when his attention had been again called to it by me, Dr. Chacaltana 
had explained his delay by the statement that he was awaiting the 
receipt of the official report from l\1:ollendo. However, I informed the 
minister the report was now on his desk ready for his action, as I had 
been told the day before by his chief clerk. He then inquired the 
~mouut of the claim. I informed him that it was 5,963.90 sols. I said, 
in addition, that l\1r. 1\feier had been told by several parties that he 
bad made his claim ridiculously small; that the amount asked for would 
not pay the expenses of a journey to Europe for surgical treatment, 
which might be uecessary, and that he ought to have made a ela.im for 
50,000 sols at least. I a(lded that I had told Mr. :Meier to make out 
his claim at a reasonable figure, not too large nor too small, and I was 
convinced that the sum was very reasonaule. 

The minister inquired if I could uot get him to accept a smaller snm, 
as the country was very poor and it was with the greatest difficulty 
any mouey could be raised. I replied that if the Government was 
ready with cash in band to make any reasonable oif'er of a settlement, 
even if it were less than the amount claimed, I would transmit the 
offer to the State Department and the claimant, with a view to au 
acceptance, although I believed the sum named was as small as the 
Government ought to expect in a. ease as serious as that of 1\ir. Meier. 

The minister then explained tl1at he personally was in favor of a 
prompt and satisfac-tory settlement of the case and on 1\'Ionday he 
would take it up and give all the documents in tl10 case a careful read­
ing. But, he said, it was a ltlatter of grave importance and must be 
dealt with by tile President and the council of all'the ministers. The 
President is now very ill and it may be several days betore he is well 
enough to attend to any business. He assured me with great courtesy 
that the matter should l'eceive prompt attention and he would be very 
glad to have it closed in a manner satisfactory to both parties. 

I have, etc. 
JOHN HICKS. 

Mr. Gresham to Mr. Hicks. 

No. 302.] DEP.AR'l'l\IENT OF STATE, 
Washington, June 9, 1893. 

SrR: I have received your dispatch No. 496, of the 8th ultimo, in 
further relation to the destruction by a mob of the property of the 
United States consular agency at Mollendo. 

The facts stated, and the proofs of injury and loss submitted by Mr. 
Meier, appear to leave the matter in good shape for offering reparation 
for property destroyed, and for a voluntary tender by the Peruvian 
Government of a fitting indemnity to Mr. Meier. My instruction of 
May 3, (No. 289), which yon have probably received by this time, will 
have suggested to you the measure and manner of indemnification 
which would be acceptaulc to this Government. 

~rhe Peruvian representative in this capital bas spoken to me on the 
subject and assured me of the best disposition on the part of his Gov­
ernment to do all that international comity and a due sense of equity 
can sugge~t as right and proper. I told him that the prompt dnd 
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friendly-promise of Peru, in advance of formal demand, to make all 
appropriate redress for the wrongs suffereu, llacl been highly appre­
ciateu, and that I felt confident that his Government would, of its own 
motion and without pressure, do everytlliug that could be reasonably 
expected, both as regards tlle property destroyed and the JJersonal 
injuries ~mstained by our agent. Gen. Canevaro positively promised 
this, addiug, however, that the straitened resources of Peru might 
lead his Government to expect !::iome indulgeuce from us touching the 
time of payment, and he intimated that your pres&ure for an immedi­
ate settlement was embarrassing, because tending to limit the good 
desires of his Government in regard to the reparation to be tendered 
to Mr. l\1:eier. 

In this relation, I should also acknowledge your No. 493, of April 29, 
touching the extent of Mr. Meier's injuries and losses. The claim thus 
made does not fully comport with Mr. lYieier's original announcement 
of his purpose not to ask anything beyond compensation for prO])erty 
actually destroyed. His statements, supported as they are by concur­
rent testimony, furnish good ground for expecting an adequate offer of 
reparation, the amount of which may be determined in friendly con­
ference with the minister of foreign relations, without undue pressure 
and suuje~t to such reasonable latitude as to the time and manner of 
payment as may ap11ear to be proper. 

I am, etc., 
W. Q. GRESII.AM. 

][r. Hiclcs to JJ1r. G1·esham. 

No. 50G.] LEGA'l'ION oF 'l'HE UNITED STATES, 
Lima, J1.1ne 12, 1893. (Heceived July l.) 

SIR: Before the receipt of Department's No. 289, of l\iay 3, 1893, I 
bad a lo11g interview with Dr. Jimenez, the minister of foreign affairs, 
in regard to the outrage upon the consular agency at 1\lollendo, in which 
I requested some action immediately, as my term of service was draw­
ing to a close, and I wished to terminate the incident before I left. The 
minister, with great fairness, acknowledged the regret that Peru had 
for the affair and pleaded the extreme poverty of the country as a rea­
son why no large indemnity could be 1mid. I assured him that the U. 
S. Government was not after money at all; that his predecessor had 
voluntarily proposed to pay the necessary expenses growing out of the 
distmbance, and that my only desire was to have the incident closed 
on terms equally satisfactory to the two Governments. I also assured 
him that if he would make me auy proposition he chose, I would take 
great pleasure in transmitting it to tlle Department. Upon this, the 
minister promised to take it into immediate consideration arid notify 
me as soon as a decision was reached. 

Upon receipt of Department's No. 289, of May 3, 1893, I was instructed 
as follows: 

A tender byPeruofreimbursementofhis (Mr. Meiers') expenses of medical attend­
ance, etc., consequent upon his wound, would be a gr:wious act and probably 
~tecepta l>le. 

Inasmuch as the Department on May 3 bad not received the papers i~ 
the full claim submitted by :Mr. Meier, I judged that this suggestion 
possibly might be a little milder than the Department would have made 
llad all the documents in the case been at band. 
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I at once cal1ed upon the minister again, and while courtronsly 
expressing the same desire to <lo comi1lete justice to the United States 
and to itt::~ representative at J\Io11enuo, he stated that according to 
officir~l reports received from his subordinates in Mollendo the damage 
sustained by Mr. Meier personally had been gTeatly exaggerated and 
tlmt the extent of the injury to his property bad also been unduly 
increased through the connivance of personal friends; and further, 
that at the time of the attack the escutcheon of tlle United States was 
not il1 its place upon the front of the building, thus establishing tbe 
hypotl1esis, if his information is correct, that the mob did not know 
that the building was, and for tl1e purposes of, a consulate. 

I assured the minister that I could not personally vouch for the cor­
rectness of Mr. Meier's claim; that it was the miniRter's right and dnty 
to investigate thoroughly all the circumstances; that the Government 
of the United States cared more for the maintenance of the friendly 
relations between the two countries than for any pecuniary indemnity, 
and that I felt under the instructions recently received that I could 
safely leave to him the question of the amount. He then expressed the 
belief that 1,000 sols would be about the proper sum, and I agreed to 
telegraph the offer to tbe Department and ad vise its acceptance. The 
minister promised to make the written proposition in a few days, and 
the interview closed. 

On the 9th instant I received a note from the minister, couched in 
nxceedingly friendly terms, and raising the amount offered to 2,000 sols. 
I replied at once to the mi'liHter and sent by telegraph to the Depart­
rneHt a synopsis of the minister's offer. A copy of the notes to and 
from the minister is attaclwd herewith. 

I am now awaiting Department's instructions. Should my action 
and the minister's proposition receive the Department's approval, I feel 
like ,extending congratulations to all concerned, because I consider the 
action of the Peruvian Government exceedingly fair a11d even generous. 

I am, etc., 

[Inclosure 1 ju No. 506.- Trnnslation.J 

Senor J 'imenez to JJf?'. Hicks. 

JOHN HICKS. 

MINISTRY FOR Fom<:TGN AFFAIRS, 
Lima, June 9, 1893. 

Mr. MINISTEn: In the note of April 8th lnst Selior Cbacaltana, my honorable pred­
ecessor, expressed to your excellency the regret of the Peruvian Government for the 
attack against the consular agent of the United States at Mollenclo, on the 25th of 
March, and the measures which had been voluntarily taken for the punishment of 
the guilty parties, and the consequent reparation for the damages snfl:'ered. by the 
said agent. 

With this view your excellency was pleased to transmit on April 29th the account 
of Sefwr Meier, who believes this a just claim for the material injury to his house, 
for expenses of curing the wound he received, and foi' the consequences which may 
hapven to him. 

Mr. Chacaltana expressed to your excellency, on r.eceiving advice of the said 
commtmication, that he hoped to complete the data asked for from the Mollendo 
authorities, and repeated the same to your excellency in the various conferences 
which l1e had the honor to maintain on the same subject. 

Having receivefl the necessary documents the last day of the past week, when we 
had another interview, I am pleased to give your excellency a definite and eqnitable 
answer, proposing to give Senor Meier the sum of 2,000 sols, us a total pecuniary 
indemnity. . 

I con.sicler that this amount is proportionally in keeping with the injury suffered, 
and that the first report of 5,963 sols aml 90 ceuts was exaggerated, as claimed for 
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damages and a wound that appears already cured without grave complications, and 
again allowing him to continue in his usual occupation. 

I shall not finish this note without tha.nking your excellency for the high 
sentiments of equity which you have observed in concluding this question in a 
manner equally satisfactory to both Governments. 

I am, etc., 
JOSE M. JIMENEZ. 

[Inclosure 2 in 506.] 

M1·. Hicks to Senm· Jimenez. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Lima, June 10, 1893. 

Mr. MINISTER: I am pleased to aclmowleilge receipt of the courteous note of yonr 
excellency, dated June 9, in which your exceUency tenders, in settlement of the 
damages growing out of the unfortunate affair at Mollendo on the 25th of March 
last, the sum of 2,000 sols to be paid to Enrique Meier. Better than the offer of the 
money payment are the generous and kindly expressions of good will with which 
your excellency makes the tender, and for which I am sure the Government of my 
country will be greatly pleased. For my part, I am deeply grateful to your excel­
lency for this mark of kindness. 

I ha,ve this day transmitted your proposition to the Department of State, at Wash­
ington, by telegraph, and have counseled its acceptance. As soon as I receive fur­
ther instructions on the subject I will at once advise your excellency. 

JOHN HICKS. 

MJ'. Hicks to 1J!Ir. Gresham. 

No. 512.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Lirna, June 17, 1893. (Received July 6.) 

SIR: Referring to my No. 50G, of June 12, I now have the pleasure of 
announcing that the Peruvian Government bas paid to me the sum of 
2,000 sols in full settlement of the claim of Enrique Meier, acting con­
sular agent at lVlollendo, for indemnity on account of damages to his 
person and property, caused by a mob on the night of March 25, 1893. 

Inasmuch as this is the first payment made by Peru, to my knowl­
edge, on account of claims for damages, during my residence of four 
years in the country, I feel greatly pleased at the result. The whole 
affair bas apparently engendered only the kindest feelings on the part 
of the Peruvian Government, and instead of resulting in coldness and 
estrangement it bas, to all appearances, bad the effect of producing a 
cordial feeling towards the United States. 

In order that the Department may understand the whole matter, I 
inclose a copy of my notes to the foreign office and the reply of the 
minister, with the decree of the President, my note to Mr. Meier and 
finally. a receipt for the cash from l\1essrs Grace Brothers & Co., a dupli­
cate of which was forwarded to Mr. :Meier. 

I have, etc., 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 512.[ 

Mr. Hicks to Senor .Ji1nenez. 

JOHN HICKS. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Lima, June 14, 18.93. 

Mr. MINISTER: Referring to your excellency18 note of Jnne 9, 1893, in regard to 
the unfortuuate affair at Mollenuo on Iviarch 25, I am directed by my Government to 
accept the proposition made by your excellency to pay to Enrique Meier the sum of 
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2,000 sols in full payment of all claims for damages nrising from injury to the build­
ing in which was the consular agency of the United States, as well as for the dam­
ages to the pcn:;on and property of Mr. Meier, the acting consular agent, growing 
out of the unfortunate affair before mentioned, 

[ As I expect to close my official relations with Lima within a few days, jt would be 
. extremely gratifying if the payment of the sum mentioned could be consummated as 
, soon as possible. 
' I have, etc., 

JOHN HICKS. · 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 512._:_Translation.] 

Senor Jimenez to Mr. Hicks. 

FOREIGN OFFICE, Lima, June 15, 1893. 
Mr. MINISTER: His excellency the Presiuent of the Republic bas issued a decree 

yesterday (No. 196), of which I inclose to your excellency an authentic copy, order­
ing the payment of 2,000 sols to the consular agent of the United States at Arequipa, 
Mr. Enrique Meier, thus settling the claim made by him for damages caused him 
through the lamentable occurrences of the 25th of last March. 

I have, etc., 
JOSE M. JIMENEZ. 

[Inclosure 3 in No. 512.-Translation.] 

LIMA, June 14, 1893. 
The claim presented by the envoy extraordiuary and minister plenipotentiary of 

the United States of America for an indemnity to Mr. Enrique Meier, consular agent 
of that Republic at Mollendo, for damages and a wound received by him on the night 
of the 25th of March, having been arranged by the decision of the council of ministers, 
and in fulfillment of the diplomatic arrangement that appears from the notes 
exchanged in reference to this matter, it is decreed: That the general treasury shall 
pay to the said Mr. Meier, or his representative, the sum of 2,000sols, to be placed to the 
debit of the extraordinary expenses of the foreign office. To be communicated, 
registered, and sent forward to the ministry of finance for its execution. 

[Sign-manual of the President of Peru.] -

Correct. 

[Inclosure 4 in No. 512.] 

Mr. Hicks to Sefim· Jimenez. 

JIMENEZ. 

CARLos vv IE ssE, 
Chief Clerk. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Lirna, Pm·u, .June 17, 1893. 

Mr. MINISTER: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your excellency's 
esteemed note of June 15, transmitting a copy of the decree issued by his excellency 
the President of the Republic on the 14th instant, ordering the payment of 2,000 
sols to the order of Enrique Meier, acting consular agent of the United States at 
Mollendo, in full settlement of his claim for indemnity growing out of the lament­
able affair of the 25th of March. 

I have also to acknowledge receipt of the 2,000 sols by the band of Dr. Don Carlos 
Wiesse, chief clerk. 

I beg to congratulate your excellency upon the happy and honorable termination 
of this affair. 

Be pleased, etc., 

[Inclosure 5 in No. 512.] 

M1·. Hicks to Mr. Meier. 

JoHN HICKS. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Lirna, June 17, 18J3. 

SIR: I have the pleasnre of jnclosing herewith a receipt from the house of Messrs. 
Grace Brothers & Co., showing that I have this day deposited to your credit the 
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snm of 2,000 sols, 1Jeing the amonnt receivecl from the Government of Peru in full 
settlement of your claim for indemnity on account of the att~tck upon the Mollen<lo 
consular agency, March 25, 1893. 

Please aclmowledge receipt of this. 
I have, etc., 

JOHN HICKS. 

[Inclosure Gin No. 512.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Lima, Peru, June 1'7, 1893. 

Received from John Hicks, U. S. minister to Pern, the sum of 2,000 sols silver, to 
be deposited to the credit of Don Eurique Meier, actiug consular agent of the United 
States at Mollendo. 

GRACE BRos. & Co., 
Per JAs. BROOKE., 

Duplicate sent to Mr. Meier. 

1JI1·. Gresham to Mr. llfcl[enzie. 

No.9.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
TVashington, July 7, 1893. 

SIR: I have received Mr. Hicks, No. 512, of the 17th ultimo, report­
ing the final settlement of the claim of E11rique Meier, our acting con­
sular 3geut at Mollendo, by the payment to him for the claimant of 
2,000 sols from the Peruvian Government, and am gratified to learn 
that the settlement was reached in this straightforward aU<l friendly 
way. 

I am, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 

Jl[r. llfcl[enzie to illr. Gresham. 

No. 50.] LEGA.TION OF THE UNI'l'ED STATES, 
Lima, October 23, 1893. (Heceived November 13.) 

SIR: I have the honor to transmit to the Department of State a copy 
of a law in regard to "Immigration," together with translation thereof, 
which passed the Peruvian Congress on the 7th of October, 1893. 

I have the honor, etc., 

[Inclosure in No. 50.-Translation.] 

Il\IMIGRATION. 

The Prcflic1ent of the RepnbUc: 
Whereas Congress has passed the following law: 

J . .A. McKENZIE. 

The Congress of tho Hepublic of Peru, collsi<lering: Tl1at the natural sources of 
wealth of the Republic will be better turned to account hy a system of immigration 
attracting labor and capital to the country, has passell the following law: 

ARTICLE 1. The State protects aud enconr~tges immigration. 
AnT. 2. '!'hose considered immigrants are: (1) All foreigners to Peru of white race, 

being under 60 years of age, who came to the territory of the Republic for the pur­
pose of establishing themselves, and who place themselves under the dispositions 
of thit-~ law and cxhiiJit to the authorities appointed by the Government the corre­
sponding certificate furnished them by the Peruvian consuls or agen"ts abroad con­
cerning thcirmora.lity, trade, or profession. (2) Colonists uniting the requisites men­
tioned in the preceding paragraph are specially contracted to settle given spots in 
the Republic. 

ART. 3. Immigrants are entitled to: (1) Board and lodging at tho nation's expense 
during the first seven days after their arrival in Peru. (2) To introduce free of duty 
all articles intended for their personal use, clotbcs, articles for their domestic use, 
firearms for hunting, ag-ricultnraJ implements, tools used in the exercise of their 
r~spective arts and trades, in such number as the Government shall prudently fix. 



PERU. 525 

ART. 4. In addition to the concessions mentioned in the foregoing article the colo­
nistt~ will be entitled to the following: (1) A free passage, third class, on board such 
shipt~ as are going to Peru. (2) The number of hectaret~ of land as the Government 
shall assign to them at the place to be settled. (3) To be conveyed at the expense 
of the Government after their arrival in Peru or from their lodging to the spot to bo 
settled. (4) To be maintained at the expense of the Government for three months 
from their arrival at the settlement. (5) Exemptions from all direct taxation for 
the term of five years. (6) To be supplied but once with agricultural implements 
and tools designateu by the Government. 

ART. 5. 'l'he supreme Government is empowered to contract colonists in Europe at 
such places as it may deem convenient. 

ART. 6. The board of directors of the department of public works shall be charged 
with the care of immigration and colonization. 

AR·T. 7. There shall be established a central board of immigration and colonization 
in the capital of the Republic, to be composed of 25 membert~, to be appointed by the 
Government, for the purpose of promoting, to encourage, and to develop immigration 
in the nation. 

ART. 8. The central board shall be empowered to establish auxiliary immigration 
and colonization boards in those provincial and district capitals as it may ucem 
convenient. 

ART. 9. The tmid board shall adopt a system of rules and regulations to be the 
base of their organization, the same to be submitted to the Government for its 
approval; it shall also establish rules and regulations for the boards depending 
upon it. 

ART 10. The duty of the members of the board of immigration and colonization 
is to give counsel, and they are o1Jliged to serve for the term of four years, and the 
post can only be vacated before the authority that made the appointment when a 
just cause has been found to exist. 

The boards will he renewed every two years; that is to say, baH at a time, the 
renewal of the first half being effected by drawing lots, that of the following by 
law. 

ART. 11. The central board of emigration and colonization shall present to the 
Government once a year, and when required, a report upon the conditions and 
requirements of the different centers of colonization, embracing the data and infor­
mation supplied by the provincial boards as regards the branches of industry actu­
ally existing, or such as a.re about to be established, sa.laries, climate, and other 
matters referring to colonization. 

ART. 12. That the same boards as regards emigration be vested with tile initia­
tive expressed in art. 17 of the law of decentralization from the central government 
as far as it concerns the services and modes of dispensing the same, best adapted to 
protect the work of colonizing with emigrants. 

ART. 13. The Government shall appoint such technical commissioners as are indis­
pensable for the study and encouraging colonization. 

ART. 14. The consuls-general of the Republic appointed in foreign countries shall, 
at their respective offices, open bureaus of information, in order to make known the 
advantages of emigrating to the Republic. 

ART. 15. During the arrange~ent of buildings for the reception of the colonists, the 
Executive is authorized to provide 60 cents a clay for the snpport of adult emigrants, 
and 30 cents for children under twelve -years of age. 

ART. 16. The emigrants brought to Peru under the authority of the law of Novem­
ber 23, 1889, as referring to colonization and tlle prolongation of the Oroya Railroad 
are not included with those who are entitled to the benefits of tllis present law. 

Let this be communicated to the ExecutiYe, so that the necessary steps for render­
ing it effective m'ny be taken. 

Given at the House of Congress this 7th clay of October, 1893. 
FHANCISCO ROSAS, 
President of the Senate. 

MARIANO NICOLAS V ALCARCEL, 
President of t.he Chambm· of Depttties. 

LEONIDAS CARDENAS, 
Secretary of the Senate. 

ELISEO ARANJO, 
Secretar·y of the Chambm· of ComrneTce. 

To His Excellency the Constitutional President of the Republic. 
I consequently order the impression, publication, circulation, and due carrying 

out. 
Given at the Govennnent House in Lima on the 14th day of October, 1893. 

REMIGlO MOHALES BERMUDEZ. 
ALFREDO GASTON. 
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Mr. Foster to Mr. Wurts. 

DEP AR'l'MENT OF STATE, 
Washington, August 23, 1892. 

SIR: I inclose herewith a statement with accompanying certificates 
made to this Department by Mrs. Jennie Goldstein, of New York City, 
concerning the alleged arrest and imprisonment of her husband, Jacob 
Goldstein, at Kharkov, Russia, on the ground that he" is amenable to 
militia duties." 

'fhe records of the Department confirm this statement of Messrs. C. 
B. Richard & Co., that Mr. Goldstein received a passport, No. 35320, 
from this Department. It was issued February 23, 1892, and sent to 
Messrs. Richard & Oo., to be forwarded. From lVIr. Goldstein's appli­
cation it appears that he was born at Tszelecz, in Russia, July 4,1862; 
emigrated to this country in 18797 and was natll.ralized before the 
superior court of the city of New York, October 8, 1888; his certifi­
cate of naturalization having been duly produced with his application · 
for a passport. 

I will thank you to apply in the proper quarter for information con­
cerning the reported arrest of Mr. Goldstein and the nature of the 
charges against him. Should his case fall within the purview of the 
standing instructions of your legation, you will take such action as 
may be necessary and proper to protect Mr. Goldstein's interest. 

I am, etc. 
JOHN W. FOSTER. 

[Inclosure in No. 212.] 

Mt·s. Goldstein to M1·. Foster. 

NEW YoRK, August 17, 1892. (Received August 18.) 
HoNORABLE Sm: On February 23, 1892, one Jacob Goldstein left this port by 

steamer Spree of the Bremen line. On the same day, the said Jacob Goldstein paid to 
Mest;rs. C. B. Richard & Co., bankers, No. 61 Broadway, New York City, certain 
moneys to procure for the said Jacob Goldstein a passport, and at the same time deliv­
ered to them his citizenship papers, all of which will more fully appear by the cer­
tificate of the said Messrs. l~ichard & Co., herewith inclosed; that said passport was 
issued to the said Jacob Goldstein, and the same was, together with his citizenship 
papers, sent to the said Jacob Goldstein by t.he said Messrs. Richard & Co., and as I 
have been informed the same was received by the said Jacob Goldstein upon his 
arrival on the other side; that a few days after his arrival he, the said" Jacob Gold­
stein," an American citizen, "was arrested by some government [officer] at "Khar­
kov, Rnssia," and his passport and citizenship papers taken away from him, and still 
is detained at said place. 

As I have been informed, the cause of the detention of the said Jacob Goldstein 
is that the Russian Government claims that the said Jacob Goldstein is amenable to 
militia duties. 

lnclose(l please find two photographs of the said Jacob Goldstein for the purpose 
of identification, also a letter from the Hon. Charles Smith, the present alder-
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man of the Eighth assembly district, in which the said Jacob Goldstein has resided 
for over twelve years~ also a letter from the lodge that the said Jacob Goldstein is 
a member of. 

I am the wife of the said Jacob Goldstein and reside with the children, of which 
I am the mother and the said Jacob Goldstein the fa,ther, at No. 43 Delancy street, 
New York Cit.y. 

By gidng this your earliest attention, 
I remain, etc., 

JENNIE GOLDSTEIN. 

N. B.-Please address aU communications to Mr. Philip Gratz, jr., No. 333 Grand 
street, New York City, and oblige, etc., 

JENNIE GOLDSTEIN. 

[Inclosure 1.] 

M1·. Smith. to M1·. Crawford. 

NEW YORK CITY, .Angust 11, 1892. 
Honorable U. S. Consul to Russia: 

DEAR Sm: Mr. Jacob Goldstein, a citizen of the United States, has been arrested 
in Kharkov, H.ussia, and is illegally detained there. He has his passport with him. 

He has a wife and children and mother here (New York City). · You will perceive 
by the foregoing facts that he is illegally detained there, and is a breach of the 
treaty between these United States and Rnssia. He has been living in my district 
for over twelv&years, a.nd I have kno"\vn him to be a good and Joyal citizen. You 
will Jdndly look into this matter ~md secure the release of said Jacob Goldstein. 
By so doing you will confer a personal favor on, 

Yours, truly, etc., 
CHARLES SMITH, 

.Alderman for E ·ighth Election Di.st?·ict of the City of New Yorlc. 

[Inclosure 2.] · 

Hon. U. S. Consul to Khm·kov, Russia : 
NEW YORK, L1ugttst 11, 1892. 

DEAR Sm: This is to certify that Jacob Golcl.stein, who is illegally fletnined in 
your city, is a member of our congregation (The Congregation Adosholuru Urierut­
zer) of New York City. He is a citizen of these United States, aml we have known 
him to be a good and loyal citizen. He has a mother, wife, and children here. 

Yours, etc., 

[Inclosure 3.] 

To whom it may concern: 

A. WEINSTEIN, 
Pt·esident. 

N. BI<;AURTTms, / 
Secretm·y. 

NEW YORK, .Angnst 12, 1892. 

This is to certify that Jncoh Goldstein purchased of us on February 20, 1892, one 
steerage ticket to Bremen per steamer Spref, sailing February 23, and on the same 
clay paid us the amount for a United States passport, which we procured for him 
from Washington and mailed to him poste 1·estantc Bremen. 

C. B. RICHAHD & Co. 

Mr. W~trts to Mr. JJ'oster. 

No. 239.] LEGATION OF 'l'HE UNI'l'ED STATES, 
St. Petersburg, September 7, 1892. (Received September 22.) 

SIR: Your instruction, No. 212, of the 23d ultimo, on the subject of 
the reported arrest and detention at Kbarkov o_f Jacob Goldstein was 
duly received, and I at once represented the case to the Russian for-
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eign office with the request that an investigation be made and iufor· 
mation thereof be furnished me. 

In all probability the cause of the arrest will prove to be as sur­
mised, that Goldsteiu ''is amenable to militia (that is military) duties." 

As you are aware, this legation has l1ad to deal with a number of 
cases of this character, the result of which has, if my memory does uot 
betray me, been the same, a refusal of the Russian Government to 
waive its right to punish a former subject on his venturing again within 
its jurisdiction for offense committed prior to his naturalization as the 
citizen or subject of a foreign state. The arguments used by us have 
no-t made the slightest impression here, and seem to be rather exhausted. 
I shall of course do all in my power with them, but must respectfully 
beg the Department, if possible, to furnish me with some new ones, iu 
preparation for the response of the Russian Governmeut that Goldstein 
is charged with and liable to punishment for eseapiug abroad when 
elose upon the age for military service, in order to evade that service 
by becoming an American citizen. 

The penalty for this offe_nse is exile to Siberia, but, while this Govern­
ment has closely adhered to the principle involved in cases snell 
as this is supposed to be, it has never been applied to an Ameri~an 
citizen. The last case of the kind, ·which is on file at the Departme11t, 
was that of Kempinski, in 188D, the result of which was that 110 coii­
ces::-;ion was made by the Russian Government, aud Kempinski was 
coudemned, but released on his successful petition for the c.lemeney of 
the Emperor. It might be well for the friends of Goldstein to au vi:::;e 
him to prepare to follow Kcmpinski's example. 

I have, etc., 
GEORGE ,V. WUR'l'S, 

Clwrge d'Affaires ad interim. 

M1·. W urts to JJ[r. Foster. 

No. 249.j LEGA'l'ION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
St. PetcTsb'ltrg, October 17, 1892. (Received November 4.) 

SlR: Referring to my dispatch, No. 239, of the 7th ultimo, in relation 
to the case of the alleged citizen of the U nite1l States, Jacob Goldstein, 
held in arrest at Kharkov, I have the honor to transmit to you here­
with a copy and translation of a note from the Imperial foreign 
ofiice in response to my communication on the subject, by which it 
will be seen that there is a conflict of testimony as to the identity of 

·the person in question, the Russian authorities affirming that he is not 
Jacob Goldstein but Yan kel Zlotow, and that he is accused of coming 
to Russia with a false passport. 

l\ir. Heenan, our cmJsul at Odessa, has sent me copies of his corres­
pondence in this case with the authorities at KLarkov, which, it appears, 
has also been transmitted to the Depa,rtment. In this correspondence 
Goldstein states that he is a native of Germany; that he emigrated 
when very young to the UI1ited States, and that he came to Kharkov 
on business last June. He does not state whether this was his first 
visit or not to Russia. The inspector of the Kharkov prison points 
out, however·, in his letter to Mr. Heenan that Goldstein speaks Rus. 
sian fluently, which is a very suspicious circumstance. Awaiting fur· 
ther instructions from you in the matter, 

I am, etc., 
GEORGE W. WUR'l'S, 

Oltctrge d'Affaires ad interim. 
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[Inclosure in N0. 249-Translat.ion.] 

Mr. Chichkine to M1'. Wtwts. 
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l:t\iPEIUAL MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 
DEPARTMENT OF THE HOME REL<\TIONS, St. Petersburg, Octobe1' 3-15, 1892. 

Mr. CHARGE D'AFFAIRS: Yon addressed yourself to the Imperial ministry in order 
to know what reasons bad determined the Imperial autl10rities to arrest, at Kharkov, 
Mr. Goldstein. 

I haYe, in consequence, the honor to iuform yon that the individual in question, 
who pretends to be an American citizen, is accused, by the terms of nrticle 977 of 
the penal code, of having arri vecl in Russia with a false passport, his real name being 
Yanke! Zlotow. 

Accept, etc., 
CIIICTIKINE. 

Mr. Foster to Mr. White. 

No. 12.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, November 7, 1892. 

SrR: I have received Mr. Wurt's No. 249, of October 17last, in regan~ 
to the caRe of Jacob Goldstein, an American citizen, imprisoned at 
Harkov (Kbarkov). · 

The statements of the reply of the Russian foreign office, appear to 
hQ a repetition of the allegations made by the authorities of H arkov in 
their communication to the United States consul at Odessa, dated Sep­
tember 11-2S, 18D2, copy of which was sent to your legation with the 
other correspondence by Mr. Heenan. 

It is notecl that, by the admission of the Russian authorities them­
selves, Mr. Goldstein's passport and certificate of naturalization have 
l>een sent to New York for investigation. 

~rhis proceeding naturally occasions some surprise, and is only explica­
ble on the conjecture that the Russian authorities are ignorant of the 
Federal character of these papei·s. The Government of t~e United 
States is the sole judge of the competence and validity of the passport 
which it issues and of the evidence of national citizenship on which it 
is granted. It does 11ot pertain to the authorities of New York to exam­
ine tile validity of a United States passport. 

If any question were raised as to the identity of the bearer or the 
legality of his naturalization this Goyernment 'Y011ld be happy to 
investigate any offered testimony throwing douut on the case, upon the 
request to that end, through the proper channel. So far as concerns 
any eharge ag·ainst the prisoner of fraudulent impersonation of the 
Jacob Goldstein to whom the passport purJlOrts to have been issued 
it is proper to srLy that the evidence now fnrnh:;hed to this Department · 
states that Jacob Goldstein's mother, wife, and cllildren reside hi New 
York City, while the mother of Yanl\el Zlotow, the fugitive with whom 
Goldstein is confounded, still resides jn Harkov, and it would seem fails 
to identify her alleged son. 

The application upon which p~ssport No. 35320 was granted to Jacob 
Goldstein, or Zheikop Golclschtein, as he signs his name, avers his birth 
at Oszelecz, in Russia, on or about July 4, 18G2, and his naturalization, 
lJefore the superior court of the eity of New York, October 8~ 1888. The 
place of birth so given conflicts with Mr. Goldstein's alkgation of Ger­
man birth made in his petition ad(lressed U> Mr. Heenan who will be 
directed to make inquiry in this regard. 

The name Cszelecz appears to be Hungarian or Galician, but the 
town is not identified on any map in this Department. 

I am, etc., JOHN W .. FOSTER.. 

FR-34 
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Mr. Foster to llfr. White. 

No. 19.] DEPART1\1EN'l' OF STATE, 
lVashington, November 26, 1892. 

Sn~: Referring to my instruction, No. 12, of the 7th instant, in rela­
tion to the case of Jacob Goldstein, detained at Harkov on charges 
reported in Mr. Wurts's No. 249, of October 17, last, I have now to 
i11form you that Baron Schilling, Russian charge d'affaires ad interim 
called, informally, this morning, on the Second Assistant Secretary, .. 
and exhibited to hhn Mr. Goldstein's passport, No. 35320, issued by 
this Department February 23, 1892, with a view to ascertaining its 
g"Qlmiueness. Baron Schilling, at the same time produced the origiual 
certificate of naturalization. before the superior court of the City of 
New York, October 8, 18t)8, with a view to making like inquiry in regard 
thereto. · 

Mr. Adee advised Baron Schilling that official response would be 
made to such inquiries, if the request to that end were addressed by 
the legation to the Secretary of State. As a matter of fact, the pass­
port appeared · to be genuine, and the certificate of naturalization to 
agree with the Department's record, upon which the passport had been 
issw.'d, but he, J\fr. Adee, could not competently declare those facts. _ 

/ It thus appears that, instead of the passport being "sent to New 
York for investigation," the Hussian legation here has been intrusted 
with the inquiry. 

No previous instance is recalled of such a proceeding on the part of 
the Hussian Government. I should regret were it to form a precedent. 
The passports issued by the Secretary of State, under the seal of this 
Department, being prima facie evidence of the facts therein certified, 
the purpose for which they are issued would be defeated were foreign 
authorities at liberty to disregard them until certified anew by the 
issuing authority. Their examination and vise is properly the function 
of the legation of the United States in the country where the bearer 
may chance to be. 

In several recent instances, notably in Austria and Turkey, this 
Government has had occasion to remonstrate against the inconvenience 
and restriction of personal liberty to which the holders of United States 
passports have been subjected by the dilatory action of the local 
authorities in detaining them and sendin.,.~ their passports to the A.meri­
can legation for a,ttestation. In the pret-;-e.nt case, by forwarding the 
passport and certificate of naturalization to this country for a like pur­
pose, the holder, Mr. Goldstein, would seem to have been needlessly 
restrained of his liberty for several weeks longer than he would have 
been had ftpplication been seasonably made to your legation for the 
desired information. Moreover, the occasion for the inquiry is not 
apparent, for the ascertainment of the genuineness of the passport and 
certi ticate of 11aturalization granted to Jacob Goldstein neither proves 
nor disproves his alleged identity with Yanke! Zlotow, of Harkov, nor 
est.a u1ishes whether the present holder of these papers himself acquired 
them lawfully as Jacob Goldstein, or is falsely impersonating the indi­
vidual to whom they were issued. 

As already intimated in my instruction No. 12, of the 7th instant, 
this Government stands ready to cooperate in the investigation of any 
case wltere reasonable evidence of the fraudulent use of a United States 
passport may be forthcoming. You may say to the minister of foreign 
affairs that where there may be g·ood ground to believe that a passport 
has been forged or tampered with, or is held by another than the person 
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to whom it was lawfully issued, your legation will cheerft1lly render 
assistance so far as an exa,mination of the authority of the document 
is concerned, and will, in case of need, refer the matter to this Depart­
ment, but that otherwise it is the just expectation of this Government 
that its passports will be duly respected abroad as prima facie evidence 
of the facts therein stated, and that its validity is only to be traversed 
by competent proof. 

For your further information I inclose a copy of 1\fr. Goldstein's 
app1icatio«o this Department for a passport. 

I am, etc., 
JOIIN W. FOSTER. 

Mr. White to Mr. Foster. 

No. 21.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
St. Petersburg, December 15, 1892. (Received December 31.) 

SIR: Referring to your dispatch No. 12, of November 7, regarding 
the submission of Jacob Goldstein's passport to the Russian legation 
at Washington rather than to the American legation here, I went the 
day after receiving it to the foreign office and called the attention of 
1\'Ir. Chichkine to the subject. He explained that the matter came up 
during the interim between Mr. Smith's departure and my arrival and 
that it was therefore thought best to refer it directly to Washington. 

Upon this I presented your view of the delay thus caused, and of the 
injury involved, not merely in the case of the person claiming to be 
Jacob Goldstein, but in other cases should this novel action of the 
Russian Government be considered as a precedent. 

He received my statement in a very satisfactory manner, assuring· 
me that in future such cases would be referred to the American lega­
tion here and not to the State Department at Washington. 

I have, etc., 
ANDREW D. WHITE. 

Mr. White to JJfr. Foster. 

No. 22.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
St. Petersbttrg, December 16, 1892. (Received January 5, 1893.) 

SIR: As already stated in my dispatch, No. 21, relative to the pass­
port of Jacob Goldstein, I confined myself in my interview with Mr. 
Chichkiue at the foreign office to the point I was instructed to urge, 
namely, the injury done or likely to be done by forwarding passports 
taken from suspected persons to the Russian legation at Washington 
rather than to the American legation at St. Petersburg. 

The question regarding the rights and present position of the person 
detained at Kharkov and claiming to be Goldstein, I thought it not 
best to raise until I could secure additional facts. 

This, indeed, is the only course which promises anything for the per­
son now detained at Kharrkov, claiming to be Jacob Goldstein, but 
declared by the local authorities to be Y ankel Zlotow, who has thus 
far avoided military service. 

As the case now stands it presents the following difficulties, which, 
as the case is new to me, I trust that you will excuse my recapitulating. 

In his letter to our consul at Odessa, dated July 20-August 1,1892, 
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the person under arrest gives the country of his bir.th as Germany, but 
in his application for a passport, six months before, the applicant 
swore that he was born in Russia. 

In the letter above referred to the person under arrest also says that 
he is unable to fix the year of his arrival in America because he was 
taken there when a child; but the person who applied for and received 
the Goldstein passport swore-that he went to America in ,July, 1879, at 
the age of 17 years. 

In addition to these troublesome discrepancies in the two•atem(}uts 
claiming to be made by the same man only a few months apart, the 
letter from the prison authorities at Kharkov to our consul at Odessa 
dated September 16-28, 1892, alleges that the person under arrest has 
been detected in feigning such knowledge or want of knowledge ofthe 
Russian and other languages as might give color to a fraudulent imper­
sonation. And the letter also conveys the idea that the Russian 
authorities have no doubt as to the identity of the detained person with 
Yankel Zlotow. 

As an application for his release to the foreign office, would, if made 
at present, certainly be wrecked upon the above facts and allegations, 
I at once telegraphed Consul Heenan, at Odessa, asking him to wire 
me any new information he might possess on the subject, or that he 
might be able to secure by wire or mail from Kharkov. I also wrote 
him fully authorizing him to send to Kharkov a discreet and careful 
man to make inquiries and report on the case, sugge-3tiug the name of 
a gentleman especially recommended to me by our consul-general at 
St. Petersburg, but leaving Consul Heenan free to choose any other 
person whom he might think more fit. 

I suggested in my letter that very careful examination be made as to 
the testimony identifying the person in possession of the Goldstein 
passport as Yankel Zlotow, and especially as to the statement of the 
person arrested that Zlotow's mother failed to recognize the said 
arrested person as her son, and also as to the probabi1ity or possibility 
of collusion between the mother of Zlotow and the arrested person. 

To my telegram I have just received answer by wire that the consul 
has no new facts in the case, but that he is telegraphing Kllarkov. 

From my letter, and from the special messenger sent to Kharkov, I 
hope to secure some facts which will enal:>le me to present the matter 
at the foreign office here, with more hope of a favorable result than the 
facts at present before me enable me to anticipate. 

I shall continue to give constant attention to the matter, in the hope 
of remedying any injustice to au American citizen on one band, and of 
preventing any prostitution of American citizenship on the other. 

·I have, etc., 
ANDREW D. WHITE. 

lJir. White to Mr. Foster. 

No. 48.] I.1EGA'l.'ION OF 'l.'HE UNITED STATES, 
St. Petersb~trg, Janua,ry 25, 1893. (Received February 13.) 

SIR: I have the honor to transmit to you herewith the application of 
William Lassonne for a new passport and to request instructions thereon. 

Mr. Lassonne informs me verbally that it is his desire to go to the 
United States this summer, but whether on a visit or to settle there 
permanently, he is unable to make positive statement. 

I am, sir, etc., 
ANDREW D. WHITE. 
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Passpo1·t application. 

NATURALIZED. 

No. --. Issued ---, 18-. 
I, 'Villi::nn Lassonne, a naturalized and loyal citizen of the United States, hereby 

apply to the legation of the United States at St. Petersburg for a passport for myself. 
I solemnly swear that I wa.s born at Hamburg, Germany, on or about the 15th day 

of May, 1845; that I emigrated to the Uniterl States, sailing on board the--- from 
Hambnrg on or about the-- day of---, 1862; that I resided six years uninter­
ruptedly in the United States, from 1862 to 1868, at New York; that I was natur.al­
ized as a citizen of the United States before the--- court of common pleas for City 
and county of New York, at New York, on the 28th day of September, 1868, as shown 
by the accompanying certificate of naturaHzation; that I am the bearer of paSSl)Qrt 
No. 390,321, issued by Hon. William H. Seward on the 2d day of October, 1868, which 
is returned herewith; that I am the identical person referred to in said certificate and 
passport; that I am domiciled in the United States, my permanent residence therein 
being at--. -,in the State of---, where I follow the occupation of---; tbat 
I last left the United States on the-- day of October, 1868, on board the HolsaHa, 
arriving in Hamburg the-- day of---, 1868; that I have resided in Moscow, 
Russia, since the -- day of ---, 1871 ; that I am now temporarily resi~!ing at 
Moscow, and that I intend to return to the United States when able to, with a pur­
pose of residing and performing the duties of citizenship therein. 

I desire the passport for the purpose of business. 

Oath of allegiance. 

Further, I do solemnly swear that I will support and defend tl1e Constitution of 
the United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true 
faith and allegiance to the same; anu that I take this obligation freely, without any 
mental reservation or purpose of evasion, so help me God. 

Legation of the United States at St. Petersburg. 
Sworn to before me, this 25th of day of January, 1893. 

Desm·iption of applicant. 

WILLIAM LASSONNE. 

GEORGE W. WURTS, 
Sem·etary of Legation. 

Age, 48 years; stature, 5 feet 5 inches, Eng.; forehead, low; eyes, blue; nose, 
long and sharp; mouth, large; chin, small; hair, l)rown; complexion, fair; face, 
oval. 

Identification. 
---,18-. 

I hereby certify that I know the above-named------ personally, and know 
h- to be the idenHcal person referred to in the within-described certificate of natur­
alization and that the facts stated in h- affidavit are true to the best of my knovd­
edge aud belief. 

------, 
(Address of witness.) 

------. 

Mr. White to Mr. Foster. 

No. 55.] LEG.A'I'ION oF THE UNITED ST.A~I'Es, 
St. Pete,.sburg, February 13, 1893. (Received February 27.) 

SIR: I beg to submit to you herewith the application of Hugo Sun­
del for a new passport, and I request instructions thereon. 

In view of the failure of Mr. Sun del to produce his certificate of nat­
uralizati01l, as also of the brief period passed by him in the country 
of his adoption and the many years in tbat of his birth after obtaining, 
as he states, citizenship in America, I am unwilling to issue to him a 
new passport except under directioll by the Department. 

I have, etc., 
ANDREW D. WHITE. 
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Passp01·t application. 

NATURALIZED. 

No.--. Issncd --, 18-. 
I, Hngo Sunrlel, a naturalized and loyal citizen of tl1e United States, hereby apply 

to the legation of 1he Uniteu States at---, for a passport for myself. 
I solemnly swear that I was born at Tauroggen, Russia, ou or about the-- day 

of August, 1851; that I emigmted to the United States, sailing on board the Calab1·ia, 
from Hamburg, on or about the-- day of May, 1865; that I resided eight years, 
uninterruptedly, in the United States from 1865 to 1873, at Warren City, Pa.; that I 
was naturalized as a citizen of the United States before the--- court of-- at 
---, on the -- day of ---, 1872; the certificate of naturalization was stolen 
in 1881; that I am the bearer of passport No. 304, issued by the Legation at St. Peters­
burg on the 25th day of August ,1882, which is returned herewith; that I am the 
identical person referred to in saiJ certificate and passport; that I am domiciled in 
the United States, my permanent residence therein being at --- in the State 
of---, where I follow the occupation of ---; that I last left the United States 
on the -- day of August, 1873, on board the ---, arriving in Bremen the -­
day of August, 1873; that I have resided in Moscow since the-- day of September, 
1873; that I am now temporarily residing in Moscow, and that I intend to return to 
the UnHed States within two years with a purpose of residing and performing the 
duties of citizenship therein. 

I desire the passport for the purpose of traveling. 

Oath of allegiance. 

Further, I do solemnly swear that I will support and defend the Constitution of 
the United States against all enemies, foreign and domestic; that I will bear true 
faith and allegiance to the same; and that I take this obligation freely, without any 
mental reservation or purpose of evasion, so help me God. 

HUGO SUNDEL. 

Consulate of the United States at Moscow. 
Sworn to before me, this lOth day of February, 1893. 

N. w. HORNSTED, 
U. S. Vice-Consul. 

Desc1'iption of applicant. 

Age, 42 years; stature, 5 feet 11 inches; Eng.; forehead, low; eyes, light-brown; 
nose, medium; mouth, medium; chin, round; hair, brown; complexion, dark; face, 
oval. 

Identificat-ion. 

Moscow, 1893. 
I hereby certify that I know the above-named Hugo Sun del personally, and know 

him to be the identical person referred to in the within-described certificate of nat­
uralization, and that the facts stated in his affidavit are true to the best of my 
know ledge and belief. 

LUDWIG WEISS, 
Mosco'U!, S1·etenlce, Ulensky Pa1·alok hottse, Pmskowsky. 

Mr. White to Mr. Foster. 

No. 58.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
St. Petersburg, Febr~tary 16, 1893. (Received March 6.) 

SIR: The Imperial rescript recently published appointing the heir 
to the throne president of the trans-Siberian railway commission is a 
document which, brief as it is, seems worthy of careful note. 

Nothing has recently occurred in Uussia of more direct importance 
to the internal development of tke Empire, and of more indirect 
importance to the commerce of the world. 

The thought and words of tlw rescript find echoes on all sid~Js in 
the Russian press. 
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Two points are clearly brong-ht .out in it. Fil'~t, the intention to 
press forward the trans-A~iatic railway. 'fhe Empe:ror lays stress 
upon the fact that the heir to the throne has already visite<J, Vladivos­
tock to make a formal beginning of the work at its Pacific terminus, 
and the whole document is clearly in the nature of a guarantee of the 
Imperial determination to make this railway one of the special claims 
of his reign to honor in history. 

The second point which comes out clearly, is the iutentiou to promote a 
colonization of Sib(lria with peasants now in need of land. 

This is accepted in various quarters as the decision of a question 
which has for some time been debated nnd as to which no clear indica­
tion of the Imperial will had hitherto bet'll made known to the public. 

One phrase used by the Emperor in addressing l_Lis son is specially 
significant; it is as follows: 

I charge you to lJring to a happy conclusion this work of peace and civilization of 
Russia in the East. 

This bas been echoed especia11y h1 the press. The idea underlying 
it is one which has evidently taken strong hold upon the more thoughtful 
minds of Hnssia. 

It is on this point that Western Europe seems to have no adequate 
understanding of Russian fee1ing. From varions conversations which 
I have had with men in important positions here, I am satisfied that 
there is a genuine conviction among those who have something to do 
with directing the affairs of the Empire that Russia has a great civili­
zing mission in Asia. During such conversations I have never failed to 
bring out a statement of the conviction by suggt•sting an analogy 
between the work of the United -States on the American coutinent 
and that of Russia in Asia. 

The mistake into which the newspapers of Central Europe and Great 
Britain largely fall is that Hussia is animated in Asia by a mere brutal 
love of military con'q11est and domination; this is, at least, an utterly 
in~rl.equate statement of the case. After conversations with two of 
the eminent explorers in Asia; wit.lt the general who~ more than auy 
ot.Ler, has been connected with Hussian railway enterprise in Asia; 
with ministers who have had the work in charge, and with other per­
sous of influence: I feel sure that there is a very str011g feeling· in 
Hussia akin to what in the United States a generation or two since 
was known as "the manif-0st destiny idea," and, whatever other desires 
this feeling may promote M,IDong Russians, it is evident that there is a 
constantly growing sentiment in the highest quarters that Hussia 
should be respected in carrying on this work, whose value was recog­
nized even as far back as the time of Catherine the Great, and which 
is now to be pressed more earnestly tlum eve~. 

The use of the great Island of Saghalien for penal purposes seems 
likely to remove the taint which was attached even to ihe fairest por­
tions of Siberia. 

The second point, regarding the promotion of colonization, is also a 
matter of very great importance; a certain analogy between this plan 
aud that carried out as regards colonization along the line of our own 
great transcontinental railway, so far as its genera.! scope is concerned, 
is evident. 

Not the least important feature in the whole matter is the probable 
effect of this and similar enterprises on the question of a European war. 

Ha,rdly anything can be more favorable to European pence, so far as 
Russia is concerned, than to haye l1er national pride awl her iuterests 
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bound up in great civilizing e11terprises of this kind, whose develop­
ment will require large financial resources, such as can only be secured 
by a loug period of peace. Tltere is much reason to hope that the feel­
ing of the Emperor, which clearly comes out in this rescript, must 
incliue him very strongly to peaceful councils. . 

The ultimate beariug of this new trans-Asiatic railway on our own 
trans-American-system is so evi<leut as to require no discussion by me. 

I have, etc., 

No. 60.] 

ANDREW D. WHITE. 

lJfr. Wha1·ton to llf1·. lYhite. 

DEPAR'l'MEN'l' OF STATE, 
lVashington, Feuruary 28, 1893. 

SIR: I tram:nnit herewitl1, for your information, copies of corre­
spondence* recently excllange1l '"ith the Hussiau .minister here, in rela­
tiou to tbe refusal of the cousul-general of Hussia at New York to 
attach his visa to tlw pas ~port of .Mrs. :Minnie Lerin, a naturalized 
citizen of the United States, because she is of the Jewish faith. 

The avowal of Prince Oantacuzeue that the action of the Russian 
consul-general is under instructions from his Government which inter­
dict the authentication of passports of foreign .Jews, presents a ques­
tion as embarrassing- as it is painful wheu arising with a natiou for I 
whose Government, and people such intimate friendship has so long 
been manifested by the American nation. 

It is to be inferred from Prince Cantacuz€me's note that the declara­
tion of Mrs. LeriH's religious profession was elicited from her by some 
interrogative process on the part of the Imperial consul-general. 

It is not constitutionally witllin the power of this Government, or of 
any of its authorities, to apply a religious test in qualification of the equal 
rights of all citizens of the U11itell States; and it is tberefore impossi­
ble to acquiesce in the application of such a test, within the jurisrlic­
tion of the United States, by the agents of a foreign power, to the 
impairment of the rights of any American citizen or in derogation of 
the certificate of this Government to tbe f::tct of such citizenship. 

On several occasions in the past this Government has made temper­
ate but earnest remonstrance against the examination into the religious 
faith of American citizens by the Russian authorities in Russia, the 
asserted right of territorial sovereignty over an sojourners in the Empire 
has, to our deep regret, outweighed our friendly protests. 

His Ma;jesty's Government, however, surely can not expect the 
U niterl States to acquiesce in the assumption of a religious inquisitorial 
function witbin our own borders, by a foreign agency, in a manner so 
repuguant to tbe national sense. 

I can not but surmise that some strange misapprehension exists in 
this regard in tbe mind of His Majesty's Government, which your accus­
tomed ability a11d tact may explain and perhaps remove. 

It does not appear needful to my present purpose to consider whether 
a special phase may not be given to the question by the circumstance 
that Mrs. Lerin was born in Russia. l\ir. Foster's note of the 16th 
instant to Prince Oantacuzene indicates a disposition to consider and 
discuss an explanation based on the former political status of the incH­
vidual. The reply of the minister announces that with certain unspeci-

*For these inclosures see p. 547 
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fied exceptions the prohibition in qncstion applies to "foreign Jews." 
The sweeping character of this statement suggests imtdvertence, and 
confirms my assumption that the matter is misapprehended by the 
Hussian Government or by its agents in the United States. For tllis 
reason I have contented myself with a simple acknowledgment of Prince 
Cautacuzene's note, under the reserve necessarily hnpose.d. upon this 
Government by the Constitution and the Jaws, and by its just expecta­
tion, that its passports slmll be respected as authoritative evidence of 
citizenship. 

In this connection you may conveniently consult 1\ir. Bayard's instruc­
tion to Mr. \Yurts, No. 140, of September 11, 1888, in relation to a pre­
vious refusal of the Hussian consul-general to authenticate legal docu­
ments for use in Hussia when applied for by a Jew. On this general 
subject you may examine Mr. Evarts's No. 55 to Mr. Foster (March 3, 
1881) and Mr. Blaine's No. 87 (July 29, 1881). 

I am, etc., 

No. 64.] 

WrLLrAM F. vVHARToN, 
A.cNng Secretary. 

Mr. Wharton to Mr. lVhite. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
1Vashington, Mctrch 2, 1893. 

Snt: I have to acknowledge your No. 55, February 13, relating to the 
application of Hugo Suudel for a passport, and requesting instructions. 

Mr. Sundel avers that his certificate of naturalization, obtained in 
1872, was stolen in 1881, and that passport 304 was issued him by our 

· legation at St. Petersburg August 25, 1882. The inference naturally 
is that satisfactory proof of the fact of n~turalization was then made, 
for at that time the alleged loss of the certificate had already occurred. 
Whatever impediment the absence of the certificate of naturalization 
may now offer would seem to have existed in 1882 with equal force. 
There is no record of any passport being issued by the Department in 
1872 or 1873, between Sundel's natnralization and departure for 
Europe. Tbe Department has no record of the passports issued by our 
legation at St. Petersburg in 1882, but the grounds for issuing may per­
haps be determined by the records at your legation. 

The fact that Sundel lived but a short time in the United States 
beyond that required to obtain naturalization, and that since then be has 
resided in the country of his origin for a period of twenty years, seems 
to requue proof of bona fide conservation of his American status beyond 
his general statement of an intent to return to this country within two 
years with the J)Urpose of fulfilling the obligations assumed by his 
11aturalizat.ion. 

Unless Hugo Sundel shows to your satisfaction that the statement 
of his intention of returning is made in good faith and is likely to be 
fulfilled, you may withhold the issuance of a passport to him. 

I am, etc., 
WILLIAM F. WHARTON, 

Acting Secretary. 
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Mr. Gresham "to Mr. White. 

No. 76.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, .1llaTch 24, 1893. 

Sr1:: I have received your No. 48, of January 25 last, inclosing the 
application of Willimn Lassonne for a passport. 

After a careful examination of this application, the Department is 
clearly of opinion that it should be denied. 

As stated by Mr. Lassonne himself, the grounds upon which be bases 
his claim for the issuance of a passport are exceedingly slight. 

He emigrated from Hamburg, his birthplace, to New York in 1862, 
w1Jeu17 year~ of age; resided in the United States until1868, when 
he became a naturalized citizen, and then went to Hussia, where he has 
since uninterruptedly resided. He merely states that he intends to 
return to the United States " when able to." 

It would be difficult to conceive of a clearer case of a foreigner avail­
ing himself of the liberal laws of the United States to acquire the 
rights and privileges of an American citizen to be used for his protec­
tion and advantage in a foreign country, and enabling him to evade 
the duties of citizenship equally in the couiftry where lw was natural­
ized and in the country where he has been domiciled for twenty-five 
years. 

His very vague intention of returning to the United States is alto­
gether too indefinite to be entitled to serious consideration. 

When this intention is corroborated by the fact of his acquiring a 
residence or domicile here, which shall appear to be in good faith, it 
will then be proper to consider his claims for the issuance of a pass­
port. 

I am, sir, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 

Mr. White to Jl;f1·. Gresham • 
• 

[Extract.] 

LEGA'l'ION OF THE UNITED STATES, No. 81.] 
St. Peter8burg, April11, 1893. (Heceived April 26.) 

SIR: .Heferring to Mr. Wharton's dispatch No. 60, of February 28, 
1893, in regard to the case of Mrs. Minnie Lerin, a naturalized citizen 
of the United States born in Russia, to whom a visa was refused at the 
Hussian consulate-general in New York, I have tali:en no action for 
the reason that there seems little chance at present of securing any­
thing either in behalf of the person above named or of the doctrine for 
which our Government bas so long contended in vain. While ready 
to seize any favorable opportunity to bring up the subject and to urge 
views favorable to the doctrine which we would naturally like to see 
established, I have thonglJt it wise to await the return of the minister 
of foreign affairs, M. de Giers, who can speak and act with au authority 
on subjects of this kind which the acting minister can hardly be 
expected to possess. 

I have, etc., 
ANDREW D. WHITE. 
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Mr. White to Jlfr. Gresham. 

Nc. 96.] LEGATION OF 1'HE UNITED STATES, 
St. Petersb'uru, 11-Iay 12, 1893. (Heceived June 1.) 

SIR: ~-\.s the Department has been already informed, the famine in 
Russia, though not so extended as last year, has been in some govern­
ments very severe and, in a few, even more distressing tllan ever before. 

1t was in view of reports reg-arding this state of things that the 
honorable E. S. Stuart, mayor of Philadelphia, wrote me soon after 
my arrival, requesting more exact information and suggesting that 
in case of need aid might be sent from America. 

I found that there was a preliminary question of some delicacy to 
be settled before answering his letter; the Russian Government bas 
11aturally its own national pride, autl confidence in its own resources, 
and anything that might look like a request for aid on the part of that 
Government from another would naturally meet harsh criticism. 

I found some sensitiveness existing on this point, but when the 
whole matter was placed on the ground of simple charity from Ameri- , 
can citizens to their fellow men who were suffering from the famine in 
Hnssia, that difficulty was disposed of. 

After examining carefully into the condition of things, and especi­
ally after a report to me made by our consul-general regarding the 
state of things in Finland, I informed 1\ir. Stuart of the great distress 
existing in the afflicted districts. 

Thereupon he placed at my disposal a contribution, mainly, if not 
wholly, made by charitable citizens of Pennsylvania, amountiug very 
nearly to 41,000 roubles. 

I immediately summoned to my aid a committee composed of the 
consul-genera,], Dr. Crawford, Count Andre Bobrinskoy, and the Rev. 
Mr. Francis, pastor of the British-American church here, each of whom 
during the past year had visited some part of the famil -striken dis­
tricts and had familiarized himself with the distribution of relief. 

This eomm1ttee held stated meetings at the legation under my chair­
manship, and has proved to be of the gr~atest use. 

While large sums have been distrilmted by the Government, there 
can be no doubt that this sum sent from Pbiladelpllia bas prevented 
much sutl:'ering, and eveu saved many precious lives. 

The above sum having now been fully distributed, I have rendered an 
account of the same to 1\fr. Stuart, and the whole matter is closed, at 

· least for the present; but as it seems to me that there should be some 
record of the whole matter in the Depa-rtment, I send you this statement, 
inclosing a copy of my letter to Mr. 8tuart on the subject. 

It iR perhaps proper to say that I have steadily, from :first to last, 
taken pa.ins to have it understood that I was not acting at a.ll in an offi­
cial capacity in this matter, but as an American citizen happy to be an 
intermediary between his eha.ritable fellow-citizens in America and his 
distressed fellow beings in R.ussia. 

It gives me pleasure to add that I have been requested both by the 
Emperor and tlle Grand Duke, heir to the throne, to convey their 
thanks to the donors of the sum herein referred to. 

I am, sir, 
ANDREW D. WHITE. 
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[Inclosure in No. 96.] 

Mr. White to Mr. Stna1·t. 

LEGATION. OF THE UNITED STATES, 
St. Petersbn1'g, March 21, 1893. 

SIR: I ha-ve delayed reporting upon the distribution of the Philadelphia relie1 
fnnd until I conh1 give full details. 

Imme<liately after receiving it I callecl upon the persons especially recommended to 
me as officials of the highest character in possession of the widest and m()st accurate 
in formation, and who had last year taken an especial interest in the relief of th~ 
Empire-Count Worantzo:ff-Dashkoff, the minister of the Imperial househol<l, and Mr 
De Pleve, assistant minister in the department of finance. 

From these I received lists of persons whose statements could be confided in ancl 
,-.;,ho could be relied on to do effective work in distribution. 

I then formed a small committee to aid me in the practical work of securing infor­
mation as to where the need of aid was most pressing and the methods of bringing 
it to bear upon the· districts selected. 

These three gentlemen were the consul-general of the United States, Mr. Craw­
fonl, Count Andre Bobrinskoy, and tl1e Rev. Mr. Francis, pastor of the British­
American chapel in this city. Each of these gentlemen was familiar with all that 
had been done last year, each had visited some pf the most affiicted districts, and 
all enjoy the highest confidence of all who know them. 

I had hoped to have from the beginning the aid of Mr. J.P. Blessig, who proved 
himself so faithful and capable last year. Unfortunately he did not arrive in St. 
Petersbnrg until after the committee had been several weeks at work, but he gave 
us the benefit of his advice, meeting with us frequently. 

The meetings of the committee have been held on Tuesday morning of each week, 
at the legation, and, when needed, at other times. 

Acting upon the general lines recommended by the Pbiladel p hia committee, I decided 
to make a distribution of a considerable proportion of the sum to each of the three 
parts of the country specially named in your letter, namely, Finland, the Volga gov­
ernments, and Bessarabia; but on looking over the matter carefully it seemed best 
neither to divide the whole sum into three equal parts nor indeed to give to the 
three equal amounts. It will be observed by the re<leipts which I inclose that 10,000 
roubles were given to Finland. This was with the advice and cousent of the com­
mittee after a ·careful report by Consul-General Crawford, who visited Finland and 
made careful in~stigations as to the best course to be taken. The sum was paid 
over to Gen. Von Daehm, the representative of Finland at St. Petersburg, whose 
receipt you will tincl inclosed, as also a letter from him stating that the Emperor 
requested him to convey through me his sincere thanks to the donors. 

As to Bessarabia, the committee had before them the Rev. Provost Faltin, of 
Viscbenen, well known to Mr. Blessig, who made a very careful statement, but in 
view of the pressing demands of other parts of the Empire, it was decided to give to 
Bessarabia 6,000 roubles in two instalments. For this I also forward receipt. 

As to the Volga governments, considerable sums were placed in the hands of 
Counts Vladimir and Andre Bobrinskoy and Mr. Pissore:ff, the gentlemen especially 
named in your communication. 

The remailting sum has been distributed in various parts of the country in accord­
ance with information derived from personal interviews and letters from trustw~rthy 
persons. 

At the outset the committee passed various rules, of which the two following are 
perhaps the most noteworty: First, no aid shall be distributed except to persons 
who have already shown their fidelity and capacity, and who have already in exist­
ence an organization and arrangements for effective distribution. 

This was in order to prevent the waste of money in setting up new soup kitchens, 
baking ovens, etc. 

The second of these rules was, no discrimination as to race or creed shall be made 
in the distribution; it shall be made to Jews and Christians without distinction. 

It will be observed that there are no vouchers for expenses of machinery of any 
sort. The bills 'for printing of blanks, for postage, etc., have been borne by Count 
Andre Bobrinskoy, who has shown the greatest zeal in the matter, as have also his 

· colleagues, the Consul-General CrawfoTd, and the Rev. Mr. Francis. 
Pains were taken to make every rouble go as far as possible; in a very few cases 

small suma were given to needy and meritorious families in temporary distress, but, 
as a rule, the distribution was made to persons actually at work in famine-stricken 
districts. 

Thanks to the energetic and enlightened efforts of the committee of the three gen­
tlemen above named, the donors can enjoy the conviction that their gifts have been 
bestowed as carefully as it was in human power to bestow them. 



RUSSIA. 541 

As to the recognition of the whole noble gift from Philadelphia, in addition to that 
by the Emperor, above referred to, the Grand Duke Nicholas, the heir to the thro:!Ie, 
expressed his thanks, ·aml various leading newspapers have spoken in most hearty 
terms regarding the American action in the premises. 

Allow me, then, to tender to you and to yoar associates once more the thanks of 
all the persons aboYe named, who are naturally deeply interested in the welfare of 
the country, and with them the thanks of a very large number of people who lHtYO 
been rescued from distress, and, indeed, of some who have certainly been saved from 
death by your noble efforts and gifts. 

I am, etc., 
ANDREW D. WHITE. 

JJlr. White to JJ;Jr. Gresham. 

No. 97.] LEGATION OF 1'HE UNITED. STATES, 
St. Petersburg, Ma,y 1.9, 1893. (Received June 1.) 

SIR: Referring to my No. 22 aud previous dispatclles relating to 
Jacob GoldRtein, I have the honor to state that a letter from Mr. Consul 
Heenan~ at Odessa, informs me that the local court at Kharkoff has 
decided in Goldstein's favor, but that he "took French leave" last 
December, bas not been since heard of, and that his present whereabouts 
are unknown. 

I am, sir, etc., 
ANDREW ·D. WHITE, 

Mr. White to Mr. Gresham. 

No. 99.] LEGATION OF THE UNI'fED STATES, 
St. Petersburg, ]Jfny 19, 1893. (Received June 3.) 

SIR: I have the honor to submit the cases of David Waldenberg, 
and of his son Jacob, based on rlocumcnts received this morning. ~l'hey 
apply for new passports under the fo1Io·wing circumstances: 

It appears that David, the father, went to the United States forty­
two years ago; that after five years' residence he was naturalized, aud 
that he finally 'left the United States in 1864. He has now resided in 
Poland nearly thirty years, and it is clear from the accompanying 
papers that he has no intention of returning to resume the rights aml 
duties of an American citizen. 

As to bis son Jacob, the documents show that he was born in Poland 
in July, 1872; that he has never been in America, and, although he 
swears, in making his claim for citizenship, that he intends to "returu" 
to the United States within two years, his letter shows clearly that he 
has no such intention. 

Further light is thrown upon the young man's case by the fact that 
although he has fi11ished a course of study in a German university, and 
affixes to his name the title of doctor of philosophy, he does not appear 
to have prepared himself for exercising the rights and duties of an 
American citizen by learning the English language; both his letter and 
that of his father are sent to me in a translation from Warsaw. 

It will be observed that the father is not molested. Our consul, Mr. 
Rawicz, speaks of him in very high terms as !It an honest business ma11, 
well liked in the community, and really a square and upright man." 

As to the son Jacob, whom the authorities propose to exclude fi'om 
Russia, the main difficulty in the case doubtless comes partly from the 
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general tendency to discriminate against Jews, but mainly from the 
question arising as regards his evasion of military service. 

I have already asked through,the foreign office that the family of Mr. 
Waldenberg, including his sons Isidore and Jacob and his daughter 
Emily, Rhall be allowed to remain with him, stating the case as strongly 
as possible in their favor, asking that this permission may be made per­
manent, or that as regards Jacob it may be continued at least two years, 
he having sworn that within that time he intends to take up his resi­
dence in the United States. 

I need hardly say that in so far as any action taken against Walden­
berg and his family may be actuated by prejudice of race or religion, 
my whole nature revolts at it and my sympathies are deeply with him; 
but the question which presents itself is whether there is not here an 
attempted prostitution of American citizenship, an attempt to secure 
its immunities and privileges without the discharge of its duties. 

The Russians know as well as we that were this worthy man a Ger­
man, and bad be returned to the country of his nativity at the date of 
·his return here he would, over twenty-five years ago, have lost his right 
·to claim American citizenship; they also know the other weak points 
in the case, and especially that the animus revertendi is conspicuously 
absent from it. 

This being the case, although my predecessor, Mr. Smith, granted 
passports to both these claimants two years ago, I have decided, while 
asking the ministry of foreign affairs to use its good offices in their 
favor as above stated, at the same time to ask the Department. for instruc­
tions. 

I have, etc., 
ANDREW D. WHITE. 

Mr. White to Mr. Gresham. 

No. 100.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED S'l'ATES, 
St. Petersbury, May 22, 1893. (Received June 3.) 

SIR: On May 10 I received a letter from one Joseph Glowacki, dated 
at Kempen, province of Posen, Germany, making a statement to the 
effect that being an American citizen in the employ of a manufactur­
ing establishment at Gzerstockowa, government of Petikow, Poland, 
he had been summarily expelled on eight hours' notice by the locaJ 
police; thrown into prison and kept there four days, from which he was 
only released on his signing an agreement not to return to Russia under 
pain of banishment to Siberia; and then taken over the Austrian 
frontier and set free. He declares that the only reason assigned for 
the treatment he has received is a charge made by a drunken employe, 
who bad been discharged from the factory, to the effect that he had 
spoken disrespectfully of the Emperor. This he says that he has never 
done and that all the other workmen would testify that they had never 
heard him utter a disloyal sentiment. He further says that he bas 
been obliged to leave behind him his aged mother, of whom he is the 
only support. 

'I'he letter is well written in fairly good English, and while, of course, 
I could know nothing as-'yet of the other side of the case, it raised in 
my mind so strong a presumption in his favor that I at once addressed 
a note to the foreign office, urging the earliest possible examination of 
the case, and the young man's speedy restoration to his situation and 
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to the support of hi~ mother, if the facts are found as stated. .At the 
same time I wrote to Glowacki, informing him as to the steps which 
lmd been taken here, but took the liberty of suggesting the question 
wheU1er in case the matter presents any doubtful features and the de­
cision upon it is delayed, he might not well reenter into the CI\joyment of 
his rights and the discharge of his duties as an .American citizen within 
the country of his adoption. The fact that his letter is so well expressed 
and that his employers think so well of him that they are holding his 
place open for him, would seem to indicate abilities on which he could 
rely to secure him a situation quite as well remunerated in the United 
States. 

'rhe Department shall be informed regarding any further develop­
ments of interest in the case. 

I am, etc., 

No. 99.] 

.ANDREW D. WHITE. 

Mr. Gresham to lJ{'r. TVhUe. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, Jmw 3, 1893. 

SIR: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your No. 97, of the 19th 
ultimo, reporting that Jacob Goldstein had been acquitted by the local 
court at Kharkov, but that he had, in December last, escaped, and had 
not since been heard of. 

The case thus appears to be removed from further consideration. 
I am, sir, etc., 

No. 103.] 

W. Q. GRESHAM. 

Mr. G1·esham to JJ[r. White. 

DEPAR'l'l\IENT OF STATE, 
lVashington, June 6, 1893. 

SIR: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your No. 99, of the 19th 
ultimo, in regard to the application for passports made in behalf of 
David \V"aldenberg and Jacob. his son. 

On the facts as stated, all presumption of couservation of right to 
continued protection as a naturalized citizen ·of the U11ited States is 
conspicuously negatived in the case of the father, David Waldenbcrg, 
llC having resumed and maintained permanent domicile in the country 
of his original allegiance; as for the eldest son, Jacob, his right to 
protection nfter coming of age has not been established by conclusive 
evidence of intention to come to the United States after attaining the 
age of 21 years in J·uly next. If he makes his purpose in that regard 
dear by taking the necessary steps to effect it by actual removal to 
the United States, here to dwell and perform the duties incumbent ou 
a g·oocl citizen, he may have a passport to come to the United States, 
not otherwise. 

The elates of the birth of the other children, Isidore and Emily, do 
not appear in your dispatch, but, i11ferring that they are minors, they 
should have the benefit of the dou l>t, ::tiHl be secured recognition of the 
stntns of .Americ:-.tn citizenship mH.ler seetion 1993, Hcvisell Statutes, 
until they come of age and become competent to exercise the option of 
domicil which belongs to them. 
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In this connection, I inclose for your information copy of my instruc­
tion* No. 84, of April 28last, to the minister to Japan, in regard to the 
applications for passports of Alex and Basil Powers, both of Russian 
origin. 

I am, sir, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 

Mr. Webb to JJ[r. Adee. 

No. 123.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED S'L'ATES, 
St. Petersburg, August 9, 1893. (Received August 24.) 

SIR: I have the honor to inclose herewith a list of the passports 
issued by this legation from January 1, 1893, to J nne 30, 1893, inclu­
sive, together with the applications and evidence on which they were 
granted. 

There are one or two cases wherein I am in doubt as to whether a 
passport should be issued, notably that of Simon James Gordon, No. 
30, April !3, and on this case I should like instructions for the future. 
Gordon (real name said to be Polish), a Pole, ·was naturalized in the 
United States in November, 1872. He left in December and has not 
been back since. He has been away for twenty-one years. He came 
to this legation in the time of Mr. Wickham Hoffman with a woman to 
whom he wished to be married. Mr. Hoffman obligingly performed the 
ceremony and declared them man anrl. wife. Later the woman (with 
her baby) returned with a pitiful tale and, thinking it a poor rule that 
wouldn't work both ways, asked for divorce. 

A more conservative order of things prevailed and she was informed 
that whereas her marriage was illegal she needed none. Gordon bas 
recently married a Russian lady of wealth and ancient name. All this · 
I knew and I issued the passport on his sworn statement thathe wanted 
it in order to go to the United States at once, but he is still here. I 
have made, for the benefit and assistance of myself as well as future 
secretaries, a "black list" of persons to whom passports have been 
denied and it appears to me that Mr. Simon James Gordon's name 
should be added thereto. 

I am, etc., 
G. CREIGHTON WEBB, 

Oha1·ge d' Affctires ad interim. 

Mr. Webb to Mr. Gresham. 

No. 129.) LEGATION OF THE UNI'l'ED STATES, 
St. Petersburg, A~tg11st 25, 1893. (Received September 13.) 

SIR: Referring to dispatch No. 100 of this legation, I have the honor 
to inform you that a note bearing date June 29, from the imperial 
foreign office, informed this legation that Joseph Glowacki would be 
permitted to return to the Empire, but could not again inhabit the vil­
lage of district Ohenstockova from which he had been expelled. This 
concession was as much as could be asked for, it being hardly to be 
expected that the return in triumph of one of the proscribed class (Glo­
wacki is a Hebrew) to the scene whence he had been summarily ejected 
would be permitted, in view of the bad effect it would have on the 
morale of the community. 

A few days ago, however, I received a letter from Joseph Glowacki, 

* .For this inclosure, see p. 40L. 
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dated from a point in Germany, near the frontier, in which he states 
that after five clays of continual effort to enter Russia, during which 
time he was kept constantly moving from station to station along the 
frontier, his passport was taken from him, the permit thereon inscribed 
under orders from the minister of the interior blotted out, and he was 
once more ejected from tp.e Empire. His letter stated, as before, that 
his mother, 78 years of age, of whom he was the sole support, was ill and 
in great want, and he only asked to be able to reach her in order to 
take her away from Russia once and for all. 

I immediately addressed a note on the subject to the imperial for­
eign office and in a personal interview with J\1:r. Chichkine received 
assurance that instant attention would be paid to the note and per­
mission for Glowacki to cross the frontier accorded unless new and 
unfavorable evidence in his case had come to light. 

I shall inform the Department of further developments in the case. 
I am, etc., 

G. CREIGH'l'ON WEBB, 
Charge d'Affaires ad inderim. 

Mr. 1Vebb to 111r. Gresham. 

No. 134.) LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
St. Petersburg, September 5, 1893. (Received September 20.) 

SIR: Heferring to dispatches Nos.100 and 129 of this legation regard­
ing the cr~se of Joseph Glowacki, an .American citizen, I have the honor 
to state that the matter is at last satisfactorily settled. 

You will remember that Glowacki, after having been expelled from 
the Empire, receiving permission, through the intercessions of Mr. 
White, to return to Russia, and that at the frontier, while seeking to 
avail himself of this pellilllission, the order inscribed on his passport by 
which only he could be enabled to do so was erased by the officer in 
command at that post. 

To-day, in response to several communications, and as the result of 
several intm·views, and after a delay of only two weeks from the time 
that the matter was brought to its notice, I received from the foreign 
office full permission for Glowacki to reenter Russia, together with a 
handsome expression of regret that the misunderstanding at the fron­
tier had taken place. I have i~sued a new passport to Glowacki which 
has been duly indorsed at ~he foreign office, and this would seem to 
close the case. 

I am, etc., 

No. 123.] 

G. CREIGHTON WEBB, 
Charge d' Ajfa{res ad interim. 

JJir. Adee to _ll;fr. White. 

DEP AR'l"JVIEN'l' OF S'J-'ATE, 
TVashington, September 21. 1893. 

SIR: I have to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Webb's No. 134, of 
the 5th instant, reporting that J\!Ir. Joseph Glowa(~ki has been again 
granted permist'iou to enter Russia. 
' The Department is gratified to le~rn t~at the case is thus closed. 

1 am, etc., 
.A.L VEY .A . .ADEE, 
· A,.oting ~eoretar~! 

fR--SG 
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lJfr. lVhUe to JJ[r. Gresham. 

[Extract.] 

No. 153.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
St. Petersburg, November 7, 1893. (Received November 22.) 

- SIR: I have this day received from the nobility of St. Petersburg, 
through their marshal, Count Alexis Bobrinskoy, an address to the 
people of the United States. 

This address, which is in the English language, embodies in terms 
fitly chosen the thanks of the Russian people to the American for the 
aid sent to this country from our own during the famine periods of the 
last two years. It is beautifully engrossed and its illumination embraces 
water-color drawings which render it a most attractive work of art. It 
is superbly bound, and inclosed in a case. · 

In my formal answer to the nobility of St. Petersburg I have thanked 
them in the name of the American people, and have promised to trans­
mit this evidence of kind feeling to the State Department, not doubting 
that it will be placed where visitors to the national capital can see it. 

It is certainly a monument not only of an international transaction, 
but of an epoch in human history which can not but appear more and 
more creditable to our country as time goes on. 

I am, etc., 
ANDREW D. WHITE. 

[Inclosure in No. 153.] 

Address of the nobility of St. Petersburg. 

In the annals of Russia for 1892, painful though the memory be, history will point 
out many a bright and joyful page rscattered throughout the Empire, 011 which will 
be written in letters of gold the beautiful story of b1·otherly love as exemplified by 
the good people of the U11itcd States of America. 

Hardly had human voices bee11 heard calling for bread in certain governments of 
Russia that had suffered from drought, hail, and untimely frost, ere that friendly 

·people across the Atlantic, moved hy au earnest desire to help tho afflicted and to feed 
the hungry, collected from every State in the Union, as if by one accord, shipload 
after shipload of corn and dispatched them, one after the other, on their errand of 
mercy and relief. 

Deeply grateful for snch evident signs of evangelical feeling and inLerest, the 
assembly of nobles of the Government of St. Petersburg, as representatives of the 
intellectual claHs in Russia, has resolved to express their warm and heartfelt grati­
tude to those friendly people who form the great nation of the United States of 
America. 

May the Lord bless and keep all those kind-hearted Americans, men, women, and 
children, who took part in that great and good work of charity, and may the Hand 
that giveth unto us all reward them bountifully .and ever keep them from a like 
misfortune. 

The marshal of the nobility of St. Petersburg, 
COUNT ALEXIS BOBRINSKOY. 

[SEAL.] 

Mr. Uhl to JJ1.r. White. 

No.143.] PEPARTMENT oF STATE, 
Washington, November 24, 1893. 

SIR: I have received your No: 153, of the 7th instant, reporting that 
the nobility of St. Petersburg, through their marshal, Count Bobrins­
~o!, h:ve presenteQ. fO ioq ~ q~aqtifp.lly en~rosseq ~pq. Hhp:piu~teQ. 
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address to the people of the United States, expressing the thanks of 
the Russian people for the aid sent to Russia from this country during· 
the famine period. 

The Departmellt is extremely gratified to learn of the receipt of this 
testimonial of the appreciation entertained by the Russian nobility for 
the efl'orts made in this countrv to aid the sufferers from famine in that 
Empire. " 

The address, when received, will be most carefully preserved. 
I am, etc., 

EDWIN F. UHL, 
Acting Secretary. 

CORRESPONDENCE WITII THE RUSSIAN LEGATION AT 
WASHINGTON. 

lJfr. Foster to Prince Gantcwuzene. 

DEPAR'l'l\1ENT OF STATE, 
1Vashington, Februairy 1(l, 1893. 

MY DEAR SIR: The Department is advised that the consul of Russia 
at New York City has peremptorily refused to vise a passport, No. 
46250, issued on the 6th instant to Mannie Lerin, a duly naturalized 
citizen of the United States, born at Odessa, Russia. l\Iiss Lerin 
explains that she desires to visit her parents in Russia, 'and the action 
of the consul, of course, precludes all possibility of her doing so. 

It is inferred tLat the consul bases his action upon the general 
instructions of his Government, allowing him to decline to vise a pass. 
port of a former subject of Russia who had left his native land without 
permission to escape military service. If this theory is correct it is not 
perceived how this condition can apply to the case of a woman, and I 
shall be glad to learn, if you please, the reason of the consul's action 
in this particular instance. 

Awaiting, etc., 
JOHN W. FOS'l'ER. 

Prince Gantacuzene to Mr. Adee. 

LEG A'l'ION OF RUSSIA, 
Washington, Februa1·y 20, 1893. (Received February 21.) 

DEAR SIR: In reply to your note of February 16, concerning the 
refusal of our consul-general in New York to vise the passport of Mrs. 
(not Miss) Mannie Lerin, a naturalized citizen of the United States, I 
beg to say that it appears from the information I just received fi·om 
our consul-ge.neral that the said Mrs. Lerin declared herself to be a 
Jewess. 

In the present circumstance Mr. Olarovsky acted accordiug to the 
instructions of his Government, interdicting to vise passports of for­
eign Jews, with the exception of c~rtain cases, under which Mrs. Lerir) 
can not be placed. 

Accept, etc,, 
(JANTACUZENE, 
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Mr. Wharton to Prince Oantacu.zene. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, February 28, 1893. 

SIR: I have had the honor to receive your note of the 20th instant, 
in reply to lVIr. Foster's of the 16th, concerning the refusal of the Rus­
sian .consul-general at New York to vise the United States passport 
of Mrs. Mannie Lerin. 

In view of your statement that the visa in question was refused 
because l\irs. Lerin "declared herself to be a J ewess," and in accord­
ance with the in.structious of the Imperial Government ''interdicting 
to vise passports of foreign Jews, with the exception of certain cases 
under which l\1:rs. Lerin can not be placed," I limit myself for the 
present to acknowledging your communication under the reserve nec­
essarily imposed upon the Government by its con~titutiou and laws, 
and by its just expectation that its certification of the character of 
American citizenship will be respected. 

Accept, sir, etc., 
WILLI.A.l\'l F. WHARTON, 

.Acting Secreta.ry. 



No. 67.] 

SiAM. 

]Ir. Boycl to Jl.fr. Gresham. 

[Extract.] 

LEGA'l'ION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Bangkok, Jttly 17, 1893. (Received September 2.) 

SIR: I ltave the honor to inclose a report of the fight between the 
French gunboats, on the one side, and Siamese gunboats aml forts on 
the other, which took place at the mouth of the Menam on the after­
noon of Thursday, the 13th instant. This report is clipped from the 
Bangkok Times, the local Government organ, and may be considered 
correct; it also contains the correspondence carried on between the 
minister for foreign affairs and the French minister upon the subject of 
the French gunboats being grauted permission to come t~p to the city, 
which correspondence took place previous to the engagement of the 
13th instant. 

The report in the inclosure, stating that the French merchant steamer 
J. B. Say had probably been disabled by a shot from the Siamese guns, 
bas since proved correct. After the fight her crew were endeavoring 
to pump out the water let in by the shot and thus save her from sink­
ing, when she was boarded by Siamese officers, who arrested the crew 
and prevented any further work being done to save her; and after hoist­
ing the Siamese flags over her, left with their prisoners, who have, how­
ever, since been liberated. The French minister has demanded repa­
ration for loss of the steamer. 

Since the engagement several conferences have been held between 
the French minister and the Siamese officials, and as I am informed 
this morning in an interview with the general adviser to the Siamese 
Government, Mr. Jacquemyns, somewhat of a modus 'Vivendi has been 
agreed upon, and no further hostilities on either side will be indulged 
in for the present, pending further negotiationt:. 

I have, etc. 

(Inc~osure in No. 67.] 

RoBERT M. BoYD, 
Vice- Consul General. 

[The Bangkok 'l'imes, Saturday, 15th ,Tuly, 1893.] 

A deplorable conflict occurred. on Thursday evening at Paknam, which was occa­
sioned by the forced entrance into the Menam of two French gnu boats, and notwith­
standing the opposition of tho Siamese Government duly notitied to them. We are 
enabled to givo herewith a reproJ.uct-ion of official doct1ments showing that this 
untoward event was due to an unfortunate misunderstanding which could have been 
avoitled if the French men-of-war had consented to wait one or two days longer for 
further instructions. The net resnlt of their failure to do so is that of the French 
sailors 3 have been killed. and. 2 wounded, while on the Siamese side 15 have been 
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killed and 30 w01mded, including a Siamese woman who was shot dead while in a 
rail wa.y carriage by a Freneh bullet. Without further comment we give the letters 
and telegrams already referred to above, which will enable the public to form their 
own qpiuion as to the responsibilities of either party: 

M. Pav-ie to P1·ince De1Jawongse. 

[Translation.] 

July 10, 1893. 
Mr. MINISTER: I have the honor to inform your highness that I have been invited 

by my Government to make known to the Government of His Majesty that the English 
Government having decided to send several ships to Siam, alleging as tlle motive for 
this measure the disturbed situation and the necessity of protecting their country­
men, the Government of the Republic have resolved for the same reasons to foUow 
this example. 

Two ships of the naval division are, in consequence, ordered to join the Lutin at 
Bangkok. 

In charging me with this communication M. Develle has also invited me to state 
precisely that the action is exclusively of an identical measure with the dispositions 
which England and other powers have taken in the initiative. 

The two ships put en route are the Comete and the Inconstant, and they have been 
announced to me by the admiral to arrive at the bar on the 15th July. I have, con­
seq ne11tly, the honor to ask your highness to be kind enough to give the necessary 
orders for them to be provided with pilots on their arrival. 

Accept, etc., 
A. PAVIE. 

M. Pavie to Prince Devawongse. 

[Translation.] 

J1£1y to, 1893. 
Mr. MINISTER: I have the honor to inform your highness that I have been advisc·d 

on the part of Admiral Humann that the Inconstant will pass the bar on the evening 
of the 13th July. 

I ask, consequently, that you will be kind enough to give the necessary orders, as 
I have asked of yon in my letter of this date. The admiral insists strongly as in 
conformity with tho trorrty that this ship may go as far as the capital, the Govern­
ment having made known to him that they considered this as an unquestionaLle 
right. 

Accept, etc., 
A. PAVIE. 

P1·ince Devawongse to M. Pa'L'ie. 

FOREIGN OFFICE, Rangkolc, 10th July, 1893. 
Mr. MINISTER: By the letter of to-day you iuform me that the Euglish Government 

having decided to send several men-of-war to Siam, alleging as a motive for this 
measure the disturbed situa1ion and the necessity of protecting their countrymen, 
the Government of the .French Republic has resolved for the same reasons-to follow 
the example, and that consequently two ships of the naval division, la Cometc and 
l'Incoustant, must rejoin the Lutin at Bangkok. You add that they are announced by 
the admiral as intending to arrive at the bar on 15th July. 

In reply, I have the honor to state that His Majesty's Government has not till now 
received any notification from-the English Government of any inteution to send to 
Bangkok or even to Pakna.m or anywhere into the Menarn other men-of.war than 
the Swift, ·which is now anchored before the British legation in the same c~_ntlition 
as the Lutin is anchored beforl'l the French legation. And, as you say that M. 
Develle invites yon to declare precisely that the exclusive object of the intended 
measure is to act identically in the same way as Eng.land and other powers, the logical 
conclusion which I infer from this declara,tion is that as loug as no other powers 
will have more than one man-of-war in the Menam, France will not insist on send­
ing other men-of-war besides the Lutin. 
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Let me add that the first man-of-war that cu,me to Bangkok, among those which 
are here now, is the Lntin,' and it is thus not exact to say that other powers took tlw 
initiative as to snell a measure. 

I need not remind you umler what threatening circumstances the Lntin, which 
arrived here on 14th M·nrch, and which even on 20th March announced the inte"ntion 
of leaving on 21st, was on the same clay ordered to stay until further instructions, and 
I think there is a general conviction tllat if the Ltttin left Bangkok no other foreign 
man-of-war would stay here, and the disturbed situation would Lc changed into a 
very quiet one. 

Accept, Mr. Minister, the renewed assurance of my high consideration, 
DEVAWONGSE VAROPRAKAR 1 

]finistet· for li'm·eirJn AJTairs. 

P. S.-This letter was written when I received your note of this evening at half­
past 10, whereLy you inform me that l' 111 constant will be at the Lar on the evening 
of the 13th Jnlv. I trust that for the reasons whieh are set forth above, you will 
telegraph to th~e admiral to show that the fact on which the sending of the ship is 
founded is erroneoas. 

I must also object to an interpret:otion of the treaty which would. give to any 
power an absolute right to send into the t erritorial waters of Siam and to the cap­
ital of the Kingdom as many war vessels as they shonldlike. The spirit of the 
treaty can not Le thrLt Siam should be deprived of the natural right of an.v nation to 
protect itself, and the French Government will easilyundcrstantl that under present 
circumstances we can not, without abllicating our right to exist as an independent 
state, adopt such interpretation. 

DEVAWONGSE. 

Mr. Pavie to Prince Dcvawongse. 

[Translation.] 

DANGICOK, 11th July, 189$, 
1\Ir. MINISTER: I l1ave tl1e honor to acknowledge the receipt of your highness' letter 

clatetl yesterday, in which you rcplie<l to the two letters which I addressed to you ou 
the same day on the snbjeet of the two French ships on their way to Bangkok. 

I have not failed to inform my Government ancl the admiral of the objections made 
by the Government of His Majesty to their entry into the river. 

I have equally macle known that I have insiste<1, with your highness, that the 
Inconstant, whilst waiting a reply, anchors at Paknam conformably to the treaty. 

In order to avoid all mistake, I shall ask your highness to Le kind enough to 
receive me to-morrow at your usual hour. 

Accept, etc., 
A. PAVIE. 

Prince Deva1oongse to Mt·. Pavie. 

[ Tram;lation.] 

FOREIGN OFFICE, BangTco'k, 11th July, 189$. 
Mr. MINISTER: I am in possession of your note of to-day at 7 o'clock p.m. and will 

have the honor to receive you to-morrow at 6 o'clock in the afternoon. 
I feel, however: obliged to state without any delay and in order to avoid any 

misunderstanding that my objections against l' Inconstant passing the bar are of a 
general nature and apply to its anchoring at Paknam as well as its going up to 
Bangkok. · 

Indeed, as no English ship besides the Sw~ft h staying in or expected to come into 
any part of the Menarn, the main reason which induced your Government to send 
the Inconstant and the Comete is failing in the case of Paknam, as well as in that of 
Bangkok. And the reasonable interpretation which, I think, ought to be given to 
the treaty as not depriving Siam of the essential right of any state to watch over 
its own safety and independence is applicable to any part of our territorial waters. 

Accept, etc., 
DEV A WONGSE V AROPRAICAR. 
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Prince Devawongse to M1·. Pavie. 

[Translation.] 

FOREIGN 0:FI?ICE1 Bangkok, 12th Jtt.ly, 1893. 
Mr. MINISTER: Notwithstancli.ng your insistence in onr interview of to-day on 

having the l1H;onstant and the Cmnete admittcJ to mJChor n.t Paknam, it is my duty 
to maintain my peremptory objections, which I mn.cle in my precetling letter, against 
their euteriMg the waters of the Menam, and to declare that, under present circum­
stances, the Government of His Majesty is unable to consent to the presence in this 
ri vcr of more than one war vessel of any state. All necessary instructions to that 
effect have been given to our naval and military authorities. 

As Wi is und~rstood between us, a steam launch of our navy will be to-morrow 
morning at the Fl'ench legation, to be put at your disposal for meeting the Incon­
stant and tra.usmitting all information which you will judge necessary. 

Accept, etc., 
DEVAWONGSE VAROPRAKAR. 

Prince Devawongse to Pl'ince Vadhana. 

[Telegram.) 

BANGKOK, 11th July, 1893. (11: 30 a.m.) 
Your telegram No. 35 received. The :E'rench minister in Ba11gkok made another 

call ycstenla.y evening; ga.ve me two notes. It is a.unounced that as Great Britain 
has sent gunboats to protect its subjects, ~o Fmuce, to follow by the initiative, 
intends to send two gunboats more on the 15th of July. French minister in Baug­
kok informs me by letter that they expect to be well supplied with a, pilot and per­
mit to come up to Bangkok according to the treaty. \Ve !tre compelled to refuse, as 
no more than one British gunboat is in the Mena.m, and to protest against such 
interpretation of the treaty as inconsistent with the integrity and independence of 
Siam. I maintain onr right to disa.llow gunboats passage into onr territorial water 
for menacing purpose. Represent the matter to the minister for foreign afhdrs, and 
telegraph me the result. 

P1·ince Vaclhana to Prince Devawongse. 

[Telegram.] 

PARIS, .Jnly L"J, 1893 (5:15p.m.). (Received 10:50 a.m. July 13.) 
Have informed the minister for foreign affairs according to )"OUr telegram of the 

11th instant, nncl the mini:;ter assures me that tlJey have no intention to send gun­
boats to Baugkok for menacing pnrpose, but only to act the same as the British 
Government would do. The minister for foreign affairs has told me that in conse­
quence of my n·presentation he will telegraph immediately to countermand order 
·with rp,gard to gunboats, and his excellency also assures me that France ha.d no 
intention to send troops 1>1' attack Siam in any manner. On the contrary, they had 
an intention to send some one to Bangkok very soon in view of friendly arrange­
ment, and the minister for foreign affairs said, ''I have every hope everything will 
be arranged satisfactorily very soon." I have written a letter to his excellency con­
firming this interview. 

Let us add some of the indications resulting from a perusal of the official reports 
concerning the circumstances of this conflict. It will have been seen from the fore­
going correspondence that only one French gunboat, the [1wonstant, was nnnouncetl. 
as due to arrive at the bar of the Menam on the evening of the 13t.h instant. 
Insteait of this, two vessels, the Inconstant and the Comete, reached there coincidently. 
Now, it will also have been seen that M. Pavie, the Prench minister here, would 
advise the Itwonsta'llt of the peremptory objections that bad been made against the 
retention in the Menam waters of more than one gunboat from each power, and 
that a steam launch wonlcl be put at his disposal to enable him to issue instructions 
to this eifect. 

The commandant of the Inconstant accordingly received, at a quarter to 5 on 
the afternoon of the 13th, a message inviting him to await further information. It 
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appears, however, that, thinking he had to follow the instructions of his admiral 
litemlly, he proceeded about 5:30 p. m. to enter the ri vcr under the direction of the 
J. B. Say, which acted as a pilot, and in this capacity took part in the action. The 
weather at the time was ove~ast and rainy. Seeing two men-of-war approaching 
contrary to instructions, the defenders of the fort fired a blank charge and afterwards 
sent 8 or 9 shots wide of the approaching vessels so as to afford full warning. After 
this the :firing began in earnest, and was returned spiritedly by the two French 
ships. The loss sustained by the Siamese may be explained by the fact that the fort 
offered a good target, being clearly discernible through the mist, while the gun­
boats, steaming at full speed with a favorable tide, offered only uncertain marks, 
though they did not escape unscathed. Our old friend, the J. B. Say, which had, as 
we have said, borne her part in the action, seems to have been the victim of her 
own daring. She has capsized at the entrance to the river, and it is believed­
although we have no official verification-that this is the result of a shot. We can 
not help reflecting that these misfortunes would not have occurred if, as was first 
announced by the French legation, the two gunboats had not arrived until tile 15th, 
as by tbat date all French colonial and naval authorities would have been in receipt 
of the telegraphic instructions promised by the French minister for foreign affairs 
as a countermand to the order issued regarding this entrance into the Menam. 

ROYAL PROCLAMATION. 

The following is a translation of the Siamese manifesto which was placarded all 
over the city and suburbs yesterday morning: 

[Translation.] 

By His Majesty's orders: 
"'When the disputes regarding the frontier between the French possessions and 

Siam commenced, the French sent one man-of-war to guard the interests of persons 
under their jurisdiction. 'l'bey did this for a long time, and now, alleging that an 
English man-of-war bas come to protect English interests, they have asked that two 
other men-of-war should be allowed to enter the river for this object. The French 
minister in Bangkok asked for permission that the two boats might enter the river; 
hut it being our opinion that the present time was not oppol'tune to have more than 
one man-of-war of each nation anchored in tha river we consulted with him, and a 
telegram was sent to the French Government in Paris, and a reply was received that 
they would not insist on 10ending more men-of-war into the river. _On his side the 
French minister at thii:'l capital agreed that the vessels should he informed of our 
objections and required not to come up. He asked for a steamer for an officer to go 
out and inform the vessels of this state of thing&. The two vessels, however, pr"o­
ceeded up to Paknam, at the Chula Chom Klao fort. The officers in charge :fired a 
blank shot in the usual way. The two vessels took no notice, hut returned the fire 
a.ncl proceeded up the river and anchored at the French legation. 

There is every reason to hope that a mere misunderstanding has occurred, as the 
telegram from Paris clearly states that the foreign minister would avoid everything 
calculated to give offense to his majesty the King. Let the people, therefore, not be 
alarmed, or fear that a stat~ of war will arise in Bangkok. There are now three 
French men-of-war in the river, and we feel assured that they will not try to take 
advantage of any harm which they lllay inflict upon us. We can not suppose that 
the 300 men in their boats will undertake to land and attack the numerous 2ol!liers 
who have to defend our populous city. But it appears that the fear of the people is 
aroused by the fact that they do not know all particulars. Under these circumstances 
His Majesty has been pleased to order the local government department to take the 
necessary measures to have private and public property protected against evil 
characters. His Majesty has himself inspected the troops, and was greatly pleasecl 
to notice that all measures have been taken to protect his loyal _and honest subjects. 
Regarding the whole question, conferences still take place between His Majesty's 
Government and the Government of the French Republic, both in Bangkok and in 
Paris, as may he seen from the diplomatic correspondence relating to this subject. 
Therefore let all people remain quiet and live in peace among themselves and with 
those foreigners of all nationalities who are living amongst us under His Majesty's 
protection. 
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No. 68.] 

FOREIGN RELATIONS. 

Mr. Boyd to Mr. Greslwm. 

[Extract.] 

LEGA'l'ION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Bangkok, July 26, 1893. (Received September 7.) 

SrR: I have tl1e Lon or to now inclose a copy of the French ultimatum 
to the Siamese Government and the latter's reply thereto. 

The French miniRter, after placil1g the French subjects under the 
protection of the Netherlands representative and notifying tbe repre­
sentatives of the foreign powers resident in Bangkok, left yesterday on 
board a French gnu boat, followed by the two otLer gunboats that had 
so recently fonght their way into the city. · 

I have, etc., 
ROBER'l' M. BOYD, 

Vice- Consul- Gene·ral. 

[Inclosure 1 in 68.-Translation.] 

M. Pavie to P1·ince Devawongse. 

BANGKOK, 20th ,July, 1893. 
Mr. MINISTER: I am ordered by my Government to band to your Royal Highness 

the following communication: 
The French Government exact-
First. 'fhe acknowledgment by the King of Riam of the right!'! of the Empire of 

Annam, ancl of the Kingdom of Cambodia, on the loft bank of tho Mekong and on 
the islands. 

Second. The withdrawal of the Siamese poRts established on the left bank of the 
Mekong-, in a delay which will not exceed 011e month. 

Third. The satisfaction which is due for the incidents of Thnng Xieng Kh:-~.m, 
Kham Mnan, and the aggression committed against our shii)S anti our sailors in the 
river Menam. 

Fourth. The punishment of the culprits and the pecuniary indemnity due to the 
families of the victims. 

Fifth. An indemnity of 2,000,000 francs for the various damages caused to our 
countrymen. 

Sixth. The immediate deposit of a sum of 3,000,000 francs in dollars to g-nar­
antee the pecuniary reparation and this indemnity, OI' in default of this deposit the 
remittance as a pawn of the collection of the farms or taxes, or income of the pro­
vinces of Battambong and Siemraph. 

The Siamese Government must inform in a delay of forty-eight honrs if they 
accept these conditions; in this case, it will be stated by an exchange of letters 
between Prince DeYawongse and the French minister, in default of an answer, or in 
case of refusal, at the expiration of the delay the minister of France will leave 
Bangkok and will go on board the Fm:fait. 

'l'be blockade will immediately be declared on the coasts of Siam. 
If during the way from Bangkok to the bar a hostile act is committed against our 

gunboats the Siamese Government are notified that they expose themselves to 
reprisal. 

Accept, etc., 
PAVIE. 

[lnclmmre 2 in No. 68-Translation.] 

P1·ince DeraH•ongse to M. Pavie. 

BANGKOK, July 22, 1893. 
MR. :MrNTSTRR: In reply to communication whiel1, by order of your Government, 

you handed to me on 'l'hnrsday, the 20th instant, at a quarter to 7 o'clock in the eve­
ning, I am instructed by His Majesty, the King, my augnst master, to make the fol­
lowing declaration: 

Firs-t. His Majesty regrets that no distinct definition was ever given to him of 
what he is to understand by the "rights" of the Empire of Annam and of the King-
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dom of Cambodia, on the left bank of the Mekong, and on the islands. He always 
was prepared to abandon any territory to w hieh such rights should be proved, and 
already five months ttgo he proposed to defer any contested points to international 
arbitration. Now, however, he submits to the pressure of circumstances, and in 
order to restore peace to his people, and security to the numerous trading interests 
engaged in this country, he consents that, in the delimitat.ion of the frontier between 
Siam and Annam or Cambodia, the whole territory on the left bank of the Mekong, 
situateu south of a line drawn from the most northern Siamese military IH>st, recently 
occupied by Franco-Annamite troops, to a point situated at the same latitude, say 18 
degrees of northern latitude on the left bank of the MekoiJg, will be considered as 
Annamite or Cambodian territory, the river below this point being made the divid­
ing line between the neighboring States. 

Second. The Siamese military posts still existing in the aforesaid territory will be 
evacuated within one month. 

Third. His Majesty sincerely deplores the loss of lives which on both sides was 
the consequence of the incidents of Thung Kieng Kham, of Khannam (Kengchek) 
and of the fatal collision which occurred at the entrance of the Men am. The Bang­
bion will be released and other satisfaction will be give11 if necessary, as far as they 
are compatible with ordinary justice aml with the indepentlence of the Siamese Gov­
ernment which the F1·ench Government has declared it will respect. 

Fourth. The persons found guilty of individual aggression contrary to national or 
international law against French subjects, condignly punished and any pecuniary 
reparation clue will be given to the families of tlie victims. 

Fifth. A long correspondence was exchanged between ns relating to certain claims 
made by French subjects for damages which they allege to have suffered by the fault 
of Siamese officials. I contended in the name of the Siamese Government that no 
damages were <lue, because we considered there was no fault nn the part of the 
Siamese officials. Now His Majesty, guided by the same consideration as aforesaid, 
consents not to insist on tlle question of principle, and to p:ty to the Government of 
the French Republic a sum of two millions of francs to cover the amount of damages 
which my he found to have been really suffered in all or any of the above-mentioned 
cases. The Siamese Government would suggest, without making it a condition 
therefor, that the appreciation of these amounts and of t~ pecuniary reparation 
whereof question in the fourth paragraph might be deferred to a joint commission. 

Sixth. An immediate deposit of three millions of francs, in dollars, a,s a guaran­
tee for the aforesa,itl pecuniary reparation and for the indemnity, will be maue 
concurrently with the exchange of notes between ns. 

His :Majesty's Government having reason to belieYe that the estimate of three 
millions of francs considerably exceeds the amount of pecuniary reparation and 
indemnity which may be found due after full inquiry, trusts in tho justice of the 
:French Government, or the returning of such part of the deposited money which 
may remain after a full settlement of all cases. 

His Majesty's Government trnsts that the compliance with the demands of the 
Fl'ench Govemment resulting from the foregoing declarations will be considered as 
proving their sin.cere clesire of living in good and friendly terms with the French 
Republic, and of settling in a complete and definite manner a,ll questions pending 
between the two governments • 

.Accept, etc., 

No. G9.] 

D:iJ:v A W ONGSE V ATIOPRAKAR. 

lJfr. Boyd to Mr. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF 'l'HE UNI'l'ED ST.A'l'ES, 
Bangkok, J1tly 27, 1893. (Received September 7.) 

SIR: I have the honor to report that all vessels now lying in port 
have been given notice by the various consuls to leave to-day, or else 
be prepared for a blockade, which the French are supposed to establish 
to-day. The different ports, such as Singapore and Hongkong, lmve 
also been notified in regard to it. 

This may be the last dispatch I will be able to get off for some time, 
as, of course, if the blockade is established there is no telling how long 
it will last. 

I have, etc., 
ROBERT M. BOYD, 

Vice- Consul- General. 
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JJ[r. Boy(l to JJ[t\ Gresham. 

rExtract.l 

No. 70.] LEGA'l'ION OF THE UNITED STA'l'ES, 
Bangkok, July 31, 1893. (Received September 6.) 

SIR: On the 27th instant I received a notification from the command­
ing officer of the French fleet now in the Gulf of Siam, that on the day 
before (or the 26th instant), at 5 p.m., an effective blockade would ue 
established at all Siamese ports between point Chulai and point · Lem 
Kra Bang to the northward (these points: the first, 13° 3' and ~)7o 4:3' E. 
Paris meridian; the second, 13o 5' N. 98° 31' E. Paris meridian). This 
practically includes all ports of any importance. 

Three days' grace was given an merchant vessels flying the flag of a 
friendly power to leave· port if they so desired. 

Yesterday a British ship from Hongkong by special permission was 
permitted to enter this port. She clears to-day, hence the opportunity 
for this dispatch. 

The island of Koh Si Chang, in the Gulf of Siam, 25 miles from the 
mouth of the river Menam, and which is known as the King·'s summer 
resort, has been occupied by the French. This, however, is supposed 
to be only temporary, to give them a convenient place to rendezvous 
while keeping up the blockade. 

I have, etc., 

• 
ROBERT M. BOYD, 

Yice- Consul- General • 

Mr. Boyd to JJfr. Gresham. 

[Extract.] 

No. 71.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Bangkok, August 5, 1893. (Received September 29.) 

SIR: On the 4th instant I received from the admiral commanding 
the French fleet in the Gulf of Siam notification of the raising of the 
blockade of the Siamese ports on the 3d instant at 12 noon. 

In an interview this morning with the general adviser to this Gov­
ernment I learned that after the diplomatic relations were broken off 
in Bangkok and the French minister, M. Pavie, had taken his departure, 
the Siamese Government opened negotiations direct with Paris, which 
have resulted in Siam agreeing to the French demands, a copy of wllich 
I had the honor to inclose in my dispatch No. 68, with the further stip­
ulation that the French were to occupy the port of Chantaboon, situ­
ated in latitude 12° 3o' N. on the east coast of the Gulf of Siam, to thus 
guarantee the good faith of Siam. 

The French minister arrived in Bangkok to-day on board a French 
gunboat and diplomatic relations have been reestablished between 
France and Siam. 

I have, etc., 
ROBERT M. BOYD, 

Vice- Consul- General. 
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Mr. Boyd to JJ1.r. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Bangkok, A~t.gust 23, 1893. (Received October 2.) 

SIR: I have the honor to report that on the 16th instant M. LeMyre 
de Vilers, special envoy from France arrived in this city. The o~ject 
of his visit is the drawing up of a treaty settling all questions pending 
between France and Siam. 

The distinguished Frenchman expects to r~main a month or more in 
Siam, during which time it is his intention to visit different parts of 
the Kingdom. He has been received in audience by His Majesty the 
King, and other marks of distinction have been shown him. 

Affairs are rapidly resuming their normal condition. 
The English and Dutch gunboats have left port, and only one gun­

boat, a German, besides the one bringing the special envoy, remains in 
the harbor. 

I have, etc., 
RoBERT M. BoYD, 

Vice- Consul- General. 

]fr. Boyd to Mr. Gresham. 

No. 79.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Bangkok, October 23, 1893. (Heccived December 9.) 

SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy, in French, of the 
text of the treaty, as drawn up and signed by the plenipotentiaries, 
respectively, on the 3d October, 1893, between France and Siam. 

The occupation by the French of the town of Ohantaboon, on the 
east coast of the Gulf of Siam in accordance with their ultimatum, viz, 
until Siam vacated the country so recently ceded to France, bas been 
thoroughly carried out on the part of the French, so much so that 
reports are received in Bangkok to the effect that they are fortifying 
the place to a considerable degree, and the prevailing opinion is that 
they will never vacate it; indeed, the fact that Siam has already 
completely vacated the l\iekong country, and yet the French are still 
in Ohantaboon, would seem significant. 

The article (III) in the treaty inclosed, relating to the provinces 
of Battambong and Siam Reap, more particularly concerns the great 
lakes along the border of these provinces and Cambodia, noted for 
their great fisheries. 

I have, etc., 
RoBERT M. BoYD, 

. Vice- Consul- General. 

[lnclosure in No. 79.-Translation.] 

Treaty. 

His Majesty the King of Siam and the President of the French Republic, desiring 
tp put an end to the disputes which have recently arisen between the two countries, 
al).d to consolidate the relations of friendship which have existed for centuries 
)>etween Siam and France, have appointed as their plenipotentiaries, to wit: ... 

His Majes~y the King of Siam, his royal bigness Prince Devawongse Varoprakar, 
k~i&ht of th~ O~der 0~ ~aha c:pakrkri, ~ra:p.d pffiCOf ()f the l-!egtop. ot' Hop.or, ~~c., 
JPlPlStel' of fore1gn ~ffans; 
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And the President of the Prench Republic, M. Charles Marie Le Myro de Vilers, 
granfl officer of the Legion of Honor and of the ·white Elephant, minister plenipo­
tentiary of the first class, member of the Honse of Deputies; 

Who, after having communicated their full powers to each other, and having found 
them to be in good and due form, have agreetl upon the following articles: 

ARTICLE l. 

The Siamese Government renounces all claim to all the territory on the left bank 
of the Meko11g and to tho islands in the river. 

ARTICLE II. 

The Siamese Government pledges itself not to keep ancl not to cause to sail 
armetl boats or vesse]R on the waters of the Great Lake, of the Mekong, or of their 
afrluents lying within the limits rnentioued in the following article. 

ARTICLE III. 

Tho Siamese Government shall lmil(l no fortified post or military establishment 
in tbe provinces of Battmuuong and Siam Reap, and within a radius of 25 kilometers 
on the right Lank of the Mekong. 

ARTICJ.E IV. 

·witl1in the zones mentioned in Article III, police surveillance shall, as has 
hitherto been the custom, be exercisc<l by the local authorities with such contingents 
a.s may be strictly necessary. No armed force, whether regular or irregular, shall 
be kept there. 

ARTICLE V. 

The Siamese Government pledges itself w colilmence, within six months, negotia­
tions with the French Government with a view to the adjustment of the customs 
and commercial regime for the territories mentioned in Article III, an<l to a xevisiou 
of the treaty of 1856. Until the conclusion of this agreement no customs duties :thall 
lle established in the zone mentionell in Article III. Reciprocit.y shall continue to 
ue granted by the French Government to the productions of the aforesaid zone. 

Aln'ICLE VI. 

Inasmnch as the development of naviga1 ion on the Meko11g may require the per­
form:tJJce of certain work on the right bank, or the establishment of relays of boats 
and of stores of woocl and coal, the Siamese Government pledges itself to furnish, at 
the request of the French Government, all the facilities necessa.ry to this effect. 

ARTICLE Vll. 

FTench citizens or subjects, or persons under French jurisdiction, may travel freely 
and engage in trade in the territories mentioned in Article HI, proYic1ed they are 
furnished with a pass issued hy the French authorities. Heciprocity shall be granted 
to the inhabitants of said zones. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

The French Government reserves to itself the right to establish consulates where 
it may think proper in the interest of its subjects, and particularly at Ko:rat apq 
Mu<tng Nan. 

ARTICLE IX. 
' In case of any difficulty of interpretation, the French text shall be the sol!} 

ata.nQ.ard. 

ARTICLE X, 

This treaty shall be ratified within four months from the date of signature, 
In testimony whereof the above-named plenipotentiaries have signed this treaty 

:in duplicate, and have thereunto affixed their seals. 
Done at the palace ofVall~llha, at .Bangkolr, October the third, 18!::J3. 

DEVAWONGSE VAROPRAK<\.R, 
Ll£ MYRE Dl£ V:J.l.!E:RS, 
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Mr. Foster to llfr. Snowden. 

[Telegram.] 

DEPARTl\fENT OF STA'l'E, 
~Fashington, January 5, 1893. 

Mr. Snowden is arlvised that the Caroline claim should not be con­
nected with any other q nestion, and that the President desires a satiR­
factory settlewent without <lel:1y. He is directed to report progress 
by telegram. 

FOS'l'ER. 

Mr. Snowden to llfr. Foster. 

Ne. 59.) LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
JJ[adrid, Jctn/uw·y 7, 1893. (Received January 23.) 

SIR: I have the honor to inclose for your information a copy of my 
:tirst counnunication to the Marquis of Vega de Armijo relating to the 
claims presented through this legation for the restoration of the mis­
sionaries and their compensatiou for property destroyed or ta,ken from 
them by the Spanish authorities in the Caroline Islands. 

I wrote this note previous to the arrival of Commander Taylor as an 
entering wedge to future personal negotiations which I shall inaugu­
rate at once. 

You wil1 ol>serve that in my note to the miuiRtcr of state I do not go 
beyond a reply to the argument presented l>y the Duke of Tetuan in 
the note of January last. 

My first endeavor in making a J)ersonal presentation of the case will 
be to obtain permission for the immediate return of the missionaries to 
Ponape, after which I shall press for a suitable indemnity for the losses 
sustained and for the personal injuries inflicted. 

'I'he evidence on file in this legation is so complete and exhaustive 
as to require nothing further in making a clear and unanswerable pre­
sentation of the case to the Spanish Government. Nevertheless the 
presence of Commander Taylor at this juncture will serve an admirable 
purpose; especially as indicating the unusual interest our Govern­
ment takes in a prompt and honorable settlement. 

I. shall follow instructions in the exercise of "prudence and patience" 
in pressing the case, but if I shall find no indication of a willingness 
on the part of the Spanish Government to meet our just expectation in 
a speedy redress of the grievous wrongs inflicted upon unoffeuding and 
helpless American citizens I shall deem it a duty to request such instruc­
tions as will indicate clearly the purpose of our Government to submit 
no longer to the denial of justice. 

Some claims between nations may be permitted to drag along for 
plan;y- rears ~w~iting- settlement, wit40llt loss in national self-respect, 
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But the case under consideration, involving as it does, n~t only the 
redress of grave injuries inflicted, but to some extent our national 
honor and prestige, bas been permitted, in my judgment, to await for 
too long a period a settlement that should have been promptly and 
generously accorded by the Spanish Government on its first presenta­
tion. 

I sympathize in the desire of the President and the Department for 
an early adjustment of the case, and to tlmt e11d I shall give earnest 
and persistent endeavors. 

1 have, etc., 
A. LOUDON SNOWDEN. 

[Inclosure in No. 59.] 

M1'. Snowden to the Marquis de Vega de A1·ntfjo. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITim STATES, 
Mad1·id, Ja.nuaTy 3, 1893. 

Mr. MINISTER: I beg to call your excellency's attention to tho note of the Duke of 
Tetuan, addressed to this legation on the 16th of January, 1892, and in particular to 
point out the fact that since that date no further communication has been received 
from His Majesty's Government concerning the adjustment of claims of the American 
missionaries in · Ponape, which my Government was led from the concluding terms 
of that note to expect. 

I am unable to discover in the note of the late Secretary of State any new facts 
that materially modify those so clearly set forth in the note from this legation dated 
November 4, 1891, to which it was a reply. 

I would refer your excellency to the recapitulation of the entire case contained in 
that note and its accompanying inclosure. It would seem unnecessary to add any 
argument to the case as therein presented. 

I gladly take cognizance of the felicitous terms employed by the Duke of Tetuan 
in his note as indicating the disposition of His Majesty's Government to deal justly 
by the American missionaries, and to conform fully to the assurances repeatedly and 
warmly given to my Government from the time the arbitration of His Holiness Pope 
Leo XIII confirmed the Spanish sovereiguty in those islands down to the present 
time; these assurances we are persuaded are merited by the good work done by the 
missionaries amongst the native population, as well as from their loyal desire to 
conform in all respects to the lawful authority of the Spanish Government. 

Of the three points made by your excellency's predecessor in his note of January 
16, the first states that the church and other American properties had no sign what­
ever to show their foreign nationality. 

It can hardly be seriously pretended that there was or could be any ignorance or 
doubt iu the mincls of the officers commanding the Spanish forces or of the civil 
authorities as to the identity of the American property. 

In the town of Ponape, virtually a hamlet, the character and ownership of the 
American mission buildings was so notorious that the absence of a conventional out­
ward sign would hardly serve as an excuse for their destruction. 

The second point presented is that the destruction of these buildings took place 
in lawful defense, as the native insurgents had taken refuge therein and firecl from 
them on the troops, and further that the object of their destruction was to prevent 
the said buildings from being used in the future (sic) for a like purpose. 

The allegation that the natives used these buildings in their resistance to tl1e 
Spanish troops is not conceded, but even if they were so used the missionaries could 
not be held responsible, as they had left the island some da~ b~fore with the 
approval of the governor. 

In considering this point it must be remembered that these building& were erected 
for peaceful purposes and dedicated to the work of civilizing an!l Christianizing the 
natives, and that if they were improperly used qy belligerents for unlawful ends it 
was done, not only without the authority of the missionaries, l!nt in spite of their 
earnest exhortations and entreaties, 'Yhich had always been for peace and submi!l~ 
sion to the constituted authorities. 
If there existed a military necessity fqr dif?l~dgi:q.g the belligerent~, as is claimed, 

all must agree that no greater in.inry shoulclluwe been done to the property t.hau wa~ 
ab~plutely :Q.ec~~:~sa:rr tq ~ccolll-plis4 t4at pqrpqse. Any destruction beyon,d this wa~ 
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wanton, and in violation of the rights of the owners, who are, therefore, entitled to 
damages for the loss thus ~nflicted. 

The Duke of Te1man admits that the total destruction of the buildings which 
took place was not necessary to accomplish the dislodgment of the belligerents, but 
to prevent their possible use in the future for a similar purpose by the natives. 
This would seem to be a sunender of the whole case. · 

Indeed I am quite convinced that a careful consideration by your excellen~y of 
the frank admission of the Duke of Tetuan on this point will lead you to irhe con­
clusion that, if the purpose of the Government in destroying the buildings of the 
missionaries was, as is stated, to avoid their possible future use by insurgents or 
belligerents, it must follow that the innocent owners, being in no way responsible 
for the past or future misuse of their property, are entitled to compensation for losses 
sustained in its wanton destruction. 

To deny responsibility or compensation for losses sustained uncler such circum­
stances would be to assert that a government would be justified in equity, or under 
the law of nations, in destroying a chur;ch, warehonse, or merchant ship within its 
jurisdiction, the property of a foreign owner, on the assumption that this property 
might, forsooth, be used for improper purposes in the future. 

I am sure yonr excellency will agree with me that such an assumption of irrespon­
sible power can :find no authority of law or justice to sustain it in this enlightened 
age, and most certainly should fincl no countenance in the action of our two govern­
ments. 

I must, therefore, assume, as before st&ted, th~t in this confession by the Duke of 
Tetuan of the real purpose that led to the destruction of the property at PonarJe there 
was a tacit admission, intentionally made, that compensation and restitution were 
due these poor missionaries. 

I need not add what your excellency will readily concede that if there be inc1ivid­
tHtls of any nation that are entitled to especial sympathy and protection it is the 
self-denying missionaries, who, to extend the civilizing and ennobling influence of 
Christianity, cros:s wide seas, 11enetrate heathen lands, face innumerable dangers, 
suffer untold hardsLips in an unselfish desire to spread the gospel of Christ. 

The third point developed in the note of your predecessor is that the protest pre­
sented by the American missionaries, regarding the establishment of the Spanish 
mission at Ona, did not allege on their part any right of property in the land on 
which tbe Spanish mission was to be erected. 

I must be pardonecl for regarding this point as one not seriously pressed, in view 
of the facts as developed in the case. 

It is doubtless true, as claimed, that the protest concerning vroperty rights, as 
presented, may not have been in "strictly legal form," as, indeed, under the circ•nm~ 
~tances it was almost impossible it could be, bnt it certainly will not be success~ 
fully denied that the Spanish authoi'ities in the island had a thorough knowledge of 
the fact that the laud was claimed lw the American missionaries and had been ii). 
t)J.eir pos:session for ~l number of years. So far from pleading iguora.nce op. this 
voint at the time tbe subject was under consideration, the governor took occasion 
then and there to deny the right of the missionaries to the la.nd, thus showing 
plearly th::tt the point had been raised or at least was not overlooked by t)J.ose exer, 
cjsing authority on the island, · 

Besides, it shonld be remembered that during this period the only American mis­
swnary at Ponape was Miss Palmer, a young and inexperienced woman. 

It is not surprising if in the trying circumstances in which she was placed she 
failed technically to gnard all the rights and interests of the mission. 

Am I not justified in adding tha.t in the absence of any representative of' the mis,. 
.sion its rights shonld lJave been sacredly guarded by the authorWes in the island f 

The claim that the missionaries did not 1.' allege any property right in the ],and" 
becomes especially weak in view of the fact that more than two yeaTs prior to 
its confiscation the governor bad required the missionaries to deliver to him their 
title deed.s to the lands, for the purpose, as was stated, of sending them to the gov,. 
ernor of' Manila. I may add that these deeds have not been returned, as was 
solemnly promised at the time. 

It is impossible to conceive what stronger proofs eould be furnished or demand 
made as to the ownership of the land claimed by the missionaries than the title 
deeds, then in possession of' the Spanish authorities. This effort to establish a, 
technical defect as to the ownership may be dismissed as havjng no real force. 

The conclusion of the note of January 16 states that His Majesty's Government 
is awaiting some information asked from the governor of the Philippines, in order 
to take a decision a.s soon as possible, and in accordance with equity and justice. 

It is, therefore, presumed that during the full year that bas elapsed since the 
information was asked from the governor, the Spanish Government has possessed 
itself of every fact necessary to proceed in the sense promised. · 

My Government, in view of the importance attaching to an early settloment of 
FR-36 
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the case, has sent to Madrid Commander Taylor, a distinguished of.ficer of onr Navy, 
who was in command of the U. S. S. Alliance at Ponape during the occurrence of 
the regrettable incidents, and of whose full reports copies have been furnished His 
Majesty's Government by this legation. 
· The purpose of Commander Taylor's visit is that he may be placed at your dis­
posal to furnish such vel'bal testimony, or submit to such examination as your 
excellency ma.v desire, to the end that your Government be placed in possession of 
every fact in the ca.se and be enabled thereby to reach a speedy and satisfactory 
settlement. Commander Taylor is expected to reach Madrid in a few days. Upon 
his arrival I shall communicate the fact to your excellency and place him at your 
disposal. 

Acknowledging and giving credence to the friendly expressions- of His Majesty's 
Government, I allow myself to hope that your excellency's disposition to satisfacto- · 
rily and justly dispose of this long-pending question may even exceed my own. 

I can not disguise from His Majesty's Government that the long delay in settling 
this claim, in itself not great, is producing an unfavorable feeling amongst a large 
and influential class of my countrymen, who are deeply interested in the issue 
pending. It i'! very desira.ble, therefore, in the iuterest of both countries, that this 
too long-pending question have an early an.d satisfactory adjustment. 

In inviting your excellency's attention to this subject I beg to suggest that on the 
arrival of Commander Taylor an early clay be fixed for discussing the case in all its 
bearings, with a view to arriving at the amount of damages due for the property 
clestroyecl as well as the character of the redress for the personal violence offered by 
the Spanish ofi1cials, particnlarly in the case of the venerable Mr. Doane, whose 
death was ha.stene(l by the treatment to which he was subjected. 

I avail, etc., 

No. 63.] 

A. LOUDO~ SNOWDEN. 

JJfr. Snowden to 111r. Foster. 

LEGA'fiON OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Jl,fat..trid, Januctry 14, 1893. (Received January 30.) 

SIR: I have the honor to inform you that on the arrival of Com­
mander Taylor I wrote to the Seeretary of State, as promised in my 
note of the Gth instant, informing him of the fact and requesting that 
he indicate an early clay to receive us and enter into an examination 
of the Po nape incident. No reply coming within a reasonable time, I 
requested an interview, at which the minister informed me that he had 
been so much occupied with the Morocco incident that he _could not 
indicate a time at which he could take up the case. He added that" 
the Morocco affair was about closed, and he would give immediate 
attention to my request. 

I took occasion to point out to him tlle very serious view taken of the 
Ponape incident in America, of the President's having referred to it in 
his annual message to Congress, and the great importance attaching to 
an early settlement. I suggested as a preliminary to our consideration 
of the case, as to the injury inflicted upon the persons and property of 
the missionaries, that his Government ·give orders authorizing their 
return to the island, in which for nearly forty years they Lad exercised 
their educating and Christiauizing efforts. He answered by saying 
that he feared the return of the missionaries to the island was the most 
difficult point in the whole case, as public opinion had been inflamed 
by the helief that their pres~nce was the cause of the death of so many 
Spanish officers and soldiers. 

I answered that national obligations must be observed in spite of 
popular pr~jndice; that in the case under consideration Spain had 
given unqualified guaranties as to protecting the rights of the mis­
sionaries before and after its formal occupation of the islands, and that 
the missionaries had given no occasion for any change of policy, nor 
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for the pr~judice he referrefl to as existing against them. On the con­
trary, their efforts bad been exerted for the mll>intenance of peace 
between the natives and the Spanish authorities, of which there was 
abundant evidence; that they were in every sense entitled to their 
good will and kindly protection, instead of which they were made to 
suffer the greatest injuries. 

I waived a further discussion at the time by saying that for his con­
venience I would submit at our next meeting a statement giving 
without argument a uarration of events from the arriYal of the mis­
sionaries at Ponape in 1852 until the day they were forced to leave. 

It wa,s my intention, and I tbiuk I succeeded in impressing the min­
ister . with the importance our Government attaches to an early and 
l10norable settlement of this most unfortnnate incident. 

Unless I hear from him to-morrow I shall a~;ain request an audien~e, 
at wLich I will present Commander Taylor and press the case with 
vigor. . 

I have, etc., 
A. LOUDON SNOWDEN. 

Mr. Foster to JJir. Snowc7cn. 

[Telegram.] 

DEPAR'l'MEN'l' .{>F STATE, 
lVashington, Ja/n/uctry 20, 1893. 

The President has inquired the progress being made in Caroline 
settlemeut. It should be pre:::;scd to early conclusiou. 

No. 70.] 

FOSTER. 

Mr. Snou:dcn to .Llfr. Foster. 

[Extract.] 

LEGATION OF 'l'HE UNITED STATES, 
llfaclrid, Jcmua.ry 25, 1893, (Reeeived February 13.) 

SIR: I have the honor to append, on the overleaf, eopy of a cable 
sent to the Department, giving the substance of an interview witll the 
M arqnis of Vega de Arm~jo, miuister of state, in relation to the Oaro­
lines incident. In several previous interviews I referred in general 
terms to the facts in the ease, as briefly outlined in my communication 
of January 6, and as previously presented to the Spanish Government 
through this legation. 

My general purpose in these interviews was to hasten eonsicleration 
by indicating the deep solicitude manifested by the President aud 
Department in the early settlement of tLi:-:; case, a solicitude which, I 
pressed upou the minister, was shared by a large and infl~1ential class 
of our countrymen. At these interviews he pleaded the pressure of 
the Morocco and other important matters as intervening to prevent his 
giving tlle attention he desired to bestow to the study of the case. 

It must be admitted that the pressure upon the new government, 
owing to diplomatic changes and other important questions has been 
very great. I, however, persisted and, at length, named the 24th 
instant, the clay following the King's uarne day, as a favorable time for 
presenting Commander Taylor and seriously taking up the case, 
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The minister in assenting smilingly referred to my persistency in press­
ing the case and added that he would take all the time he could spare 
in the two intervening days for a careful study of the question. At the 
time named I was at the palace, accompanied by Commander Taylor, 
whom I presented to the minister and immediately proceeded to a dis­
cussion of the case by requesting permission to have read a carefully 
prepared chronol0gical statement of events transpiring in Ponape from · 
1852, when the missionaries first landed there, until 1890. when they 
were forced to abandon the island. After concluding the reading of 
this paper, which was a simple statement of facts, I requested Comman­
der Taylor to give an account of his experience and observations on the 
island and of the evidence he had collected to disprove the charges 
made by the authorities of the island that the missionaries bad insti­
g-ated the natives to rebellion against the Spanish Government. At 
the conclusion of Commander Taylor's interesting recital, in which I 
developed by questions all the material and vital points of the case, 
tlle minister of state said that he was much interested in the very clear 
presentation of the case which I had presented in my communications 
of January 3, and in the memorandum submitted as well as in the state­
ment of Commander Taylor, but with all due respect to our honest 
opinion he must say that the evidence on file in his office, given by the 
Spanish authorities, was sadly at variance with that submitted as to the 
conduct of the missionaries in influencing the natives to revolt. 

The evidence in his possession seemed clearly to indicate, whether 
so intended or not, that the presence of missionaries acted as a stimu­
lant to revolt and bloodshed. That since they had voluntarily retired 
there bad been no disturbance on the island, and that, therefore, His 
l\ia:iesty's Government was of opinion that their presence at Ponape 
had stimulated to a disturbance of the peace, and as they bad volun­
tarily left, it was a grave question whether with an earnest desire to 
meet the wishes of our Government, it would be prudent to allow them 
to return. I replied that as the testimony in my possession clearly dis­
proved the charge that the missionaries had ever done anything to 
cause the revolt-indeed, on the contrary, that they had exerted them­
selves to induce the natives to submit peacefully to Spanish rule, and 

· as the only objection to their return, on the part of his Government, 
was that they might cause a disturbance of the peace, I would suggest 
that they be permitted to return, on giving sufficient guaranties of 
their future loyalty to the Spanish Government. That this would be 
cheerfully given, as the missionaries claimed always to have given 
loyal adhesion to the authorities, and would meet the objections raised 
against their return by securing their future good conduct. 

I again referred to the return of the missionaries to the island, under 
the condition I had mentioned. He said he would open immediate 
communication with the Governor-General of the Philippines, and 
obtain his views as to the propriety of such action; that if the mis­
sionaries could be returned without endang-ering the peace of the 
island, he would be pleased to meet my wishes. Thus closed this 
interview, the importance of which you are fully able to estimate. 

I have reopened the case and will forward copy of my letter addressed 
to minister of state. 

I shall call again to -morrow upon the secretary of state for a further 
conference. 

I have, etc. 
.A. LOUDON SNOWDEN, 
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Mr. Snou:den to JYir. Foster. 

LEG.A'l'ION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Madrid, J£tnuary 30, 1893. (Heceived February 13.) 

SIR: I have the honor to inclose ti·anslated copy of a communication 
from the Marquis of Vega. de Armijo, miuh;ter of state, making a formal 
tender to our Government of the caravel SantctJ JJLaria. 

This reproduction of the vessel in which Oolumbns sailed in his voy­
age of discovery to the New World is well constructed and cost the 
Spanish Government over $30,000. 

The friendly considerations that induce His Majesty's Government to 
make this generous offer and the flattering terms employed in commu­
nicating its wishes, must awaken the liveliest sentiments of apprecia­
tion on the part of our Government and people. 

I have, etc., 
A. LOUDON SNOWDEN. 

[Inclosure in No. 72-Translation.] 

The Mm·quis de Vega de Armijo to Mr. Snowden. 

MINISTRY OF STATE, 
Palace, Jamw1·y 24, 1893. 

EXCELLF.NCY: The Government of His Majesty, wishing to give an expression of 
its especial regard for the l Jnited States, has ngreed to offer for the acceptance of 
that Government the c::tr::tvcl Santa Mm·-ia, a reproduction of the one used by Colum­
bus in his discovery of the New World. 

No other than the grea,t American n::ttion can so worthily assume the duty of pre­
serving as an object of historic interest the above-mentioned vessel. This, with the 
other two models of the Nina an<l Pinta, will remain as a precious souvenir of that 
unparalleled and memorable expedition. 

Whilst informing your excellency of the aetion of His Mnjesty's Government, it is 
very plea,sant to me to reiterate the assurances of my most distinguished consider­
ation. 

No. 73.] 

THE MARQUIS DE LA VEGA DE ARMIJO. 

JYir. Snowden to JJfr. Foster. 

LEGATION OF THE UNI'l'ED STATES, 
},fa,drid, January 30, 1893. (Received February 15.) 

SIR: I have the honor to inclose, for the information and files of the 
Department, the chronological statement of events occurring in the 
island of Ponape, from 1852 to 1890, which was read at my ilJ,.terview 
with the Marquis of Vega de Armijo on 24th instant, and should have 
been inclosed in my No. 70. 

I have, etc., 
A. LOUDON SNOWDEN. 

[Inclosure in No. 73.] 

MEMOH.ANDUM. 

Chronological statement of events occnrring in the ishncl of Ponape, one of the 
eastern Caroliues, from its first occnpation by the American mis~:>ionaries in 1852 
until they were forced to leave in NO';ember, 1890, on a,ccount of the persecutions 
to wl1ich tbey were su\.)jectet:L 
In 1852 an Americnn ProteFJtant mission was established at Ponape Island under 

the auspices of the American board of commissioners of foreign missions. TLis 
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organizat:on embraces many of the Protestant churches throughout the whole of 
the United States. 

Ponape was then unoccupied by any civilizeu nation, being peopled by savages. 
In 1853 the smallpox raged in Ponape and adjacent islands, 5,000 deaths occurring 

before the disease was checked. During the prevalence of this scourge the mission 
successfully introduced vaccination, which saved the islands from complete depop­
ulation. 

In 1854 the Rev. Mr. Doane arriveu and took charge of the mission. 
From this time forth the work of civilizing and Christianizing the native tribes 

was earnestly ancLsucccssfully prosecuted. 
No attempt was made, l10wever, to interfere with the government of the islaml 

by its triLal chiefs, the policy of the missionaries being at all times confined to 
educating the triLes and elevating the minds and conscience of the people. 

In 1860 the first con verts to Christianity were made, and the work of preparing 
some of them to act as teachers amopg the tribes was begun. 

About this time a written language of the Ponapeian dialect was invented and 
taught in the native schools by the missionaries. 

In 1865 the mission was moYed from l{iti, in the southwest part of the island, to 
Ona, on the cast coast, where it remained peacefully and earnestly, carrying on its 
sacred work for a quarter of a century until forced to leave in 1890. 

In 1874 the Reverend Mr. Rand arrived to be Mr. Doane's colleague. In this year 
native converts previously prepared were, for the first time, sent out from the mis­
sion to teach among the tribes. 

In 1882 Miss Fletcher arrived and established schools for native girls, where they 
could live for several years at a time, learning to read and write, to sew and cook, 
and becoming skilled in all domestic work. 

Thirty years had now elapsed since the arrival of the missionaries in the island, 
and their Leneficent work was manifest in the results. 

A large proportion of the natives had joined the Christian religion, and the entire 
population were rapidly auapting themselves to peaceful pursuits. 

In 1885 Miss Palmer a young girl, who was sent to the island as an assistant to 
Miss Fletcher, arrived and began her work of teaching the native girls. 

In 1885 a German war yessel hoisted the German flag in the Caroline Islands, claim­
ing sovereignty in that archipelago. This being dispnted by Spain, the question 
was referred to His Holiness the Pope of Rome, as arbitrator, who decided that to 
Spain belonged the sovereignty of the Caroline Islands. 

In 1885 the minister of the United States at Madrid, under instructions from his 
Government, inquirell what would be the status of the American missionaries when 
those islands should be occupied by Spain, and whether they would be protected in 
their work or whether they would encounter opposition. 

In reply to this inquiry the minister of state of Spain, on the 15th October, 1885, 
informed the U. S. legation at Madrid that "nothing was further from the inten­
tion of the Spanish Government than to seek to hamper or embarrass in the slightest 
degree the work of Christiani7;ing and teaching to which the charge d'aifaires (of the 
United States) had referred, it being determined, on the contrary, to favor and pro­
mote such beneficent results to the extent of its ability." 

Replying to further inquiry from the U. S. Government, Mr. Valera, Spanish min­
ister in Washington, on the 12th March, 1886, in a note to Secretary of State Bayard, 
alluded to and confirmed the promises of his Government of October 15, 1885. 

Again, in respect to the mission lands and other rights acquired before Spanish 
occupation. Mr. Muruaga, Spanish minister to the United States, on the 4th of May, 
1886, in a letter to Secretary of State Bayard, writes as follows: 

"Concerning the treatment which American citizens are to receive in the Caroline 
and Pelew islands, Her Majesty the Queen Regent, in conformity with the resolution 
of her ministers in council, has been pleased to direct the undersigned to inform the 
honorable secretary of state that the treatment which American citizens are to 
receive in those archipelagoes will not be less favorable than that accorded to Ger­
mans and other foreigners." 

The rights thus accorded to American citizens, identical with those of Germans, 
were, as per article 4 of Spain's treaty with Germany, as follows: 

"All1heir acquired rights of property and land shall be preserved." 
It will thus be seen that before the occupation of Ponape Island by the Spanish 

Government in Jnly, 1886, repeated assurances had been given in the most solemn 
manner as to the full protection of the missionaries and their rights in the island­
not only as to their religious and educational work in which they had been engarged 
for thirty-five years, but also as to their persons and property. 

In 1886 a Spanish war vessel hoisted the Spanish flag in tbe Carolines and assumed 
the sovereignty of that archipektgo. 

In March, 1887, a Spanish transport arrived, bringing a governor, 6 priests, and 75 
soldiers. The seat of Government was -estaLlished at Jamestown harbor, on the 
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north side of the isbnd of Ponn.pc. In making this est:1blishment, certain lauds 
belonging to the American Protestant mission were taken by the governor for the use 
of his headquarters, with the intent to occupy these lands permanently with houses, 
barracks, ancl other buildings and inclosures. The American mission held the proper 
deeds for these lands, its rig-ht and title to them haying been fairly a.nu justly 
required from the native chiefs before the occupation of the island by Spain. 

The Rev. Mr. Doane having notified the governor that the American mission owned 
these lands, and haYing submitted to the governor's inspection the "deeds" and other 
proofs of his statement, and having thereafter failed to receive any satisf;,ctory 
reply, wrote to the governor a respectful letter, reminding him of the pledges made 
by Spain to the United States concerning the acquired rights of American citizens, 
and protesting against being depriverl of this property without compensation and 
without due consideration for the rights of the mission. _ 

In this letter Mr. Doane made use of the word "arbitrary," in speaking of the gov­
ernor's acts, without any intention to give offense. The governor, however, declared 
the use of the word to be an act of disrespect to him, and on April14, 1887, he onlered 
Mr. Doane to be arrested and imprisoned on boaru the transport, anu later he sent 
him a prisoner to Manila for trial by the governor-general there. 

Thus, after thirty-five years of arduous and faithful labor, this worthy and then 
venerable clergyman was removed by force 3,000 miles from the scene of his life's 
work, and subjected to long delays and frttiguing examinations and trials. 

That these persecutions, injnrious to his health and involving at his advance.(! age 
fatal consequences, were without justification, is a fact which subsequent events 

' clearly established. 
In July, 1887, three months after Mr. Doane's deportation from the islauil, the natives 

rose and killed the governor (Senor Posadillo) and many of the Spanish troops. 
The discontent which led to this sad event was a natural result of the domination 

of a civilized nation over tribes hitherto accustomed to a life of perfect freedom. 
They disliked the idea of taxes, were unwHling to labor for the Government without 
pay, and especially feared being conscripted to serve as soldiers in the Spanish 
colonial army. 

In September, 1887, the Rev. Mr. Doane was acquitted by the governor-general at 
Manila and was sent back with honor to Ponapc, being entirely exonerated from all 
blame. His health, however, was broken, and he never entirely recovered from this 
shock to his aged system. 

In November~ 1887, Governor Cadarso assumed the government of the Eastern Car­
olinas, with his headquarters at Jamestown Harbor, Ponape Island. 

In January, 1889, the Rev. Mr. Rand departed for the United States on a long leave. 
In February, 1890, the Rev. Mr. Doane departed for Honolulu on sick leave, his 

health not having been restored. 
In May, 1890, Mr. Doane died in Honolulu. In the same month a force of one li&u­

tenant, one priest, one assistant, and 30 soldiers left the headquarters at Jamestown 
Harbor, proceeded to Ona, aml there began the bnilding of :-1 Catholic church and 
priest's house on the land which belonged to and had been occupied by the American 
Protestant mission for a quarter of a century. They here selected a site for the 
Catholic church, in immediate proximity to tbe Protestant mission church. 

Ona is 7 miles distant from Jamestown Harbor. A rough and mountainous coun­
try intervenes, covered with almost impassable forests. 

In fact, the two localities are completely separated, and there appears to have 
been no reason for the establishment of a Catholic mission at Ona, except the fact 
that the American mission was already there, as the whole island was open to their 
occupancy. 

Attention is now invited to the fact that at this time the Rev. Mr. Donne had 
been absent from the islaiHl for five months, anu had just died in Honolulu j ancl 
further, that his colleague, the Rev. Mr. Rand, had been n.bscnt in a far distant part 
of the world for one year and five momths. There had been for a long time past only 
Mios Palmer and Miss Fletcher at the Ponapo mission, aml at this time Miss Palmer 
was then alone with her native girls. 

She was teaching these girls to read and sew; she knew nothing of political affairs 
in the island. She had no power nor influence among the natives. Such was the 
state of aft'airs when on June 25, 1890, the natives who were working at the founda­
tion of the Catholic church at Ona., embittered by the enforced nnd unpaid labor 
demanded of them and by the insults and menaces of the soldiers that guarded them, 
rose in the night and massacred the whole force at Ona, except 6 soldiers, the priest, 
and his assistant. 

These persons were saved by Miss Palmer and the native teachers, who bitl them 
iu the buildings of the American mission nntil an opportunity occurred to help tlwm 
to escape. This was done by Miss Palmer at the risk of her life, for the rebel tribes 
were enraged at the escape of the Spaniards aml ·suspected Miss Palmer of giving 
them shelter. 
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Dnring June and July, 1890, the nati-ve rebels heltl their position at Ona. Spanish 
troops attacked them wit1wut success and, with further loss of men, Governor Cadarso 
sent to Manila for reinforcements. Miss Palmer, alarmed by the threatening attitude 
of the Spanish troops and their menaces, wrote to the U. S. consul at Manila, who\n­
formed Rear-Admiml Belknap, U. S. Navy, at Yokohama, and the latter ordered the 
war vessel AlUance to procee<l to Ponape. 

Miss Palmer labored continually during this period to persuade the rebels t0 
submit loyally to Spanish authority, but without 13ffect. 

It should here be noted that the worst troubles and disturbances in Ponape oc­
cured during the absence of the missionaries from the island, their presence and 
influence 'ivith the natives having always worked against rebellion and disorder and 
in favor _of peace an<! loyalty to Spain. 

It is evident that the Spanish authorities also held this opinion of the mission­
aries, for when on the 20th of Angnst, 1890, the Rev. Mr. Rand returned after nineteen 
months' absence, hew as at once employed by Governor Cadarso to act as intermediary 
between himself and the rebels, and during the period from August 20 to September 
10 he was continually passing between the governor and the rebels, carrying letters 
and messages and using the most earnest efforts to prevent further bloodshed and to 
induce the rebels to submit to the governor's authority. 

On September 1, 1890, three war vessels arrived from Manila with a reinforcement 
of 600 soldiers. 

On September 11 some of the mission, principally ladies, who had arrived August 
20 in the vessel with Mr. Rand, sailed for Strongs Island to await cessation of 
hostilities. On that date, September 11, Mr. Rand, despairing of peace and fearing 
another ba.ttle at Ona obtained permission of the governor to take the remaining 
people of the mission from Ona to Kiti, in the southwest part of the island . 

.A'.bout this time Governor Cadarso began, without reason or evidence, to accuse Mr. 
Rand of treachery to Spain, of assisting rebels with military advice, and of inciting 
them to rebellion, and of supporting the rebellion in vari•.ms ways. 

On September 12, 1S90, Governor Cadarso proclaimed martialln.w in Ponape. 
On September 13, 1890, the Spanish ships began shelling the villages of the Meta­

lamin tribe of rebels south of Ona. 
On this day occurred the death of the colonel commanding the troops and of other 

officers ancl men. On September 19, 1890, the Spanish war ships and the transport 
anchorod at Ona. 

On September 20, 1890, 300 troops landed at Ona, dispersed the rebels, and subse­
quently burned the property of the American mission there. 

On October 1, 1890, Miss Palmer, fearing for her life, req'nested the governor's 
permission to leave the island, which was refused by him. 

On October 11, 1890, the governor forbade the missionaries to bold any meetings 
with any of the natives, rebel or loyal, whether for religious, educational, or other 
purposes, thus stopping all the mission education and the church services. 

On October 15, 1890, the U.S. S. Alliance arrived. Gc:>vernor Cadarso assured her 
capta-in that the American mission was the cause of the whole rebellion. The captain 
of the Alliance demamled suspension of any action a-gainst the missionaries untH he 
could investigate the affair. He examined the case thoroughly from all sides, native, 
foreign, misaionary, and Spanish. He found the charges against the missionaries 
absolutely without foundation, they having taken no part exce'pt to urge the natives 
to snbiillt to. Spanish authority. 

The ca.ptain 0f the A ll'iance informed the goY ern or on October 23, 1890, of the 
missionaries' entiFe innocence, and callocl his attention to the destl'nction of their 
property and to other persecutions. He reminded the governor of Spain's former 
pledges to the Governmen-t of the Unite<! States of protecLion to United States citi­
zen~'> in Ponape, and he made formal inquiry as to when these persecutions were to 
ceage, 

The goveMol' replied, reiterating charges against the missionaries, but giving no 
proof, while the captain of the Alliance offered unquestioned proof of their innocence. 

Considering thu govemor's answer to be entirely unsatisfactory, the captain of the 
Alliance, on October 30, 1890, informed the gover-nor officially that be would not rer­
mi t these missionaries to remain any longer in a position nn worthy of citizens of the 
United States, and would iherefore remove them from the Island of Ponape, waiving 
none of their claims or rights, a.nd would refer the matter to his Government. 

On November 3, 1890, the Alliance sailed from Jamestown Harbor for Kiti, in the 
southwest of the island, and then embarked the missionaries and their followers. 

On November 4, 1890, the Alliance sailed for Strongs Islands, laude<! the mission­
arits there, and having seen as far as possible to thoir comfort, sailed on November 
10, 1890, fo·r Nagasaki, Japan. 

Thus closes a chapter of ev{lnts the perusal of which must be n.s painful to His 
Madesty's Government, as the events themselves have been distressing to the Govern­
ment and people of the Unitetl States. 
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lJ[r. Snowden to JJ!r. Foster. 

[Extraet.) 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED S'I'ATES, 
:Madrid, Februa·ry 2, 1893. (Received February 17.) 

SIR: I have the honor to send on overleaf copy of my cable giving 
substance of the second important interview with the Marquis of Vega 
de Armijo on the Caroline8 incident. 

At this interview the conversation took a wide range, embracing in­
ternational obligations and the right of a nation to exclude from its 
territory the citizens or subjects of another. 

I said that the exclusion of the missionaries from the island, after 
nearly forty years of faithful labor in the cause of civilization and 
Christianity, and especially in view of the pledges of his Government 
as to the protection to be afforded them, could not, in my judgment, be 
justified on any theory. 

That the exclusion of citizens or subjects of one country by another 
could only be justified when their presence was a menace to civiliza­
tion or dangerous to good morals or the public peace. That in view of 
the facts I had presented there could be no doubt that the labors of the 
self-sacrificing men and women composing the band of missionaries at 
Ponape had been in the interest of good government and of civiliza­
tion, as well as of Christianity. 

He again referred to the right and duty of a government to exclude 
from its territory any person or persons who might, in the judgment of 
the authorities, endanger its peace; that whether it was so intended 
or not, the presence of the missionaries on the island encouraged the 
natives to believe that they would have their support and that of their 
Governmeut, in case they revolted against Spanish authority; that it 
was most unfortunate, but nevertheless true, that in the opinion of the 
governor of the Islands the missionaries could not continue their work 
without endangering the peace of the island. Further, that when the 
assurances were given in 1885 and subsequently by his Government, 
as to the protection of the missionaries in their work, there was every 
teason to suppose that their presence on the island was calculated to 
promote the welfare of the natives and the harmonious relations between 
them and the Spanish authorities; t~at much to the Government's 
regret the contrary was the result, and as the missionaries had volun­
tarily abandoned the island, His Majesty's Government must be assured 
of the pacific result of their return before permission would be granted 
to enable them to resume their work. 

He took especial care to emphasize the fact that the mission had left 
the island of their own accord, having asked permission of the governor 
to do so. 

I said the retirement of the missionaries from the island was because 
the commander of the U. S. war vessel believed their personal safety 
required this step; that the abandonment of the island by the mission­
aries was not voluntary in the true meaning of that word; that their 
property had been confiscated, their mission buildings destroyed, and 
their lives believed to be in danger; that under these circumstances a 
truthful statement would be that, having lost nearly all for which they 
had labored for over thirty-five years, and believiug their lives to be in 
danger,.they consented, under the advice of the U. S. officer~ to leave 
the island in his vessel, which had been sent there for their protection. 
He replied that there was no evidence of any tLreatened danger to 
their persons when they left the island. 
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He again referred to the rights of a Government to exclude persons 
from enter-ing its territory when their presence was undesirable~ and 
instauced the "extreme legislation" of our country in excluding- tlle 
Chinese which, be insisted, bad bee11 done in violation of the terms of 
the treaty which the United St<Ltes Lad been anxious to make with 
China. I replied that the laws which a civilized country might enact to 
exclude from its territory Mongolians and kindred ]Jeople should not 
be qnoted as an example to justify a Christian Hation in excluding fi'om 
its borders persons whose only purpose was to advance civilization and 
spread the Gospel of Christ. 

He replied that the avowed purpose of the missionaries, with which he 
hau much sympathy, could not be taken i11to consideration when, as in 
this case, the evidence clearly established the fact that, whilst claiming 
to be preaching the gospel of peace, their presence had stimulated to 
bloodshed; and further, that whilst he had quoted our anti-Chinese 
legislation as an example in point, he believed our Government held the 
right to exclude any person coming from any nation, Christian or other­
wise. I replierl that I could not conceive that my Government would 
aRstur' e the attitude he asRumed for his in regard to the incident under 
discm;sion. 

That he must remember that for more than a third of a century the 
missionaries on Ponape had been doing a noble work in civilizillg and 
Christianizing the natives, whilst Lis Government, which claimed sov­
ereignty over the island, had neglected to do anytbing to advance their 
intellectual or moral condition. 

On again refetring to his obtaining information from the governor of 
the Philippines as to the return of the mis8ionaries, he said he had 
made the request of that official. 

He further said that whilst not conceding the full amount of our 
claim for the destruction and confiscation of property, he thought a 
reasonable indemnity was due. 

I have, etc., .. 

No. 101.] 

A. LOUDON SNOWDEN. 

][r. Foster to JYJr. Snowden. 

[Extract.] 

DEP AR1'MENT OF STATE, 
1Yashington, Febr'ltary 7, 1893. 

SIR: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatches numbered 
59 and 63, of January 7 and14, relative to the case of the American 
missionarjes in the Caroline Islands. 

It would seem sufficient to simply call your attention to the note of 
the Duke ofTetuan to Mr. Grubb, dated January11,1892, transmitted 
to the Department January lu, in which he said: 

However, the Government of Her Majesty, aspiring to please that of the United 
States, lays aside such charges nnd trusts that the continuance of the American mis­
sionaries in the Carolines will not give rise to any difficulties as to progress and 
peaceful development of that Spanish colony. In this intelligence it will continue 
dictating further instructions. 

With respect to the question of damage to Mr. Doane, the Dnke of 
Tetuan then adds that his Government simply "awaits some evidence 
which must soon come from the governor-general of the Philippines 
in order to settle the same with all baste possible and in the most just 
and equitable manner." 
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This Government understood from this note that Her l\!fajesty's Gov­
ernment withdrew any objection which it might have had to the return 
of the missionaries to Ponape. If instructions in that sense had been 
promptly sent to the colonial authorities, as the Duke of Tetuau's note 
would seem to have promised, the incident except at:l regards the ques­
tion of damage might have been regarded as closed. On tlJe 20th of 
October, however, this Department was informed that the· missiouary 
vessel had called at Ponape with the missionaries once or twice within 
the past two years, and that the governor had declared himself unable 
to welcome the missionaries back until be bad authority from Spain. 

The frank assurances given by Her Majesty's Government in 1885, 
and its speeific assurance of January 11~ 1892, this Government expects 
will be faithfully and promptly carried out. It especially expects that 
there will be no delay in sending the proper instrnctio11s to the gov­
ernor of the East Oarolines to permit these missionaries to return to 
their homes at Ponape. That having been satisfac.torily arranged there 
remains the question of damages for past injuries, as regards which 
the instructions already sent you would seem to be sufficiently explicit. 

I am, etc., 
JoHN W. FosTER. 

Mr. Snowden to Mr. Foster. 
[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF TIIE UNITED S'L'ATES, 
lJiad?•icl, February 14, 1893. (Received February 14.) 

Mr. Snowden anticipating a possible refusal of payment of reason­
ab1e indemnity or return of the missionary and further postponement 
of decision on the part of the minister for foreign affairs with whom he 
expects to have an interview on Thursday, asks whether he will be 
authorized to propose arbitration of the whole case. He asks for 
definite instructions as to what he should do if the Spanish Govern­
ment should reject that proposition. 

Mr. Foster to Mr. Snowden. 

[Telegram.] 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, February 14, 1893. 

Mr. Snowden is informed that the United States rely on the sense ot 
iustice of Spain to meet our just expectations. The assurances given 
by Spain in 1886 make arbitration as unnecessary as it is unacceptable. 

No. 116.] 

FOSTER. 

Mr. Foster to JYir. Snowden. 

[Extract.] 

DEPAR'l'niENT OF STATE, 
1Vashington, February 20, 1893. 

fJrR: I hn,ve to acknowledge the receipt of your several dispatches, 
No. 70 of ,January 25, No. 73 of Jn,nuary 00, a11d No. 77 of February 
2, in regard to the Caroline Islands incident and the reclamations of 
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the United States arising therefrom. Your telegram of the 14th instant, 
intimating possible recourse to arbitration as an' alternative solution, 
has also been received and answered by cable. Your reports of your 
interviews with the Marquis of Vega de Armijo show your keen appre­
ciation of t.be importance of a just solutbn of this long-standing 
question, while the memorandum or historical statement of events in 
the Caroline Islands in connection with the settlement of American 
citizens there is in truthful and self-convincing fortification of the posi­
tion we have assumed and consistently maintained. No countervailiug 
proof or argument has been adduced to shake in the slightest degree 
the firm conviction here felt in the complete justice of our remonstrances 
and claims, or to diminish in any wise the President's confidence tllat 
an equitable and friendly adjustment of the contention must prevail at 
no distant day. 

With one exception only has this Government relaxed the vigor of 
its remonstrances and demands, and then only so far as 1\ir. Wharton's 
instruction No. 198, March 24, 1892, to Mr. Grubb held out a favorable 
prospect by permitting the inference that the Duke of Tetuan had 
conceded the return of the missionaries and had offered to further 
consider the question of indemnity on receipt of certain information 
called for from Manila; an inference which, as you say in your note of 
January 25, 1893, to the minister of state, would seem to be justitied 
by the terms employed by the Duke of Tetuan in his note. The hope 
that the matter was entering upon a much more satisfactory phase 
which promised its speedy disposition "in accordance with equity and 
justice" was so far justifiable at that time as to enhance the great 
regret of this Government that the subsequent position of the Spanish 
Gover:rlment has constrained renewed recourse to argument and post­
poned a settlement. 

His Excellency the Marquis is pleased to allude to Mr. Blaine's sup­
posed admission of the right of a nation to exclude persons from its 
territory. No record exists here of any such admission. I can not 
admit that my honored predecessor could have made such a statement 
with the especial significance which Mr. Muruaga seems to have attached 
to it. 

As you appear to have rightly intimated to the Marquis of Vega de 
Armijo, the naked and unqualified enunciation of the theory can have 
little relevancy to its application to the facts, which should not only be 
precise and incontrovertible, but should leave no room to doubt the 
necessity and justice of acting upon the theory in accordance there­
with. That the facts in the present case justified arbitrary resort to 
such a theory is disproved by all the evidence in the possession of this 
Government which has been elaborately presented to that of Spain. 
Of countervailing proof there is none, beyond the vague assertions that 
the presence of the missionaries on the island "bad stimulated to 
bloodshed," and that" in the opinion of the governor of the island the 
missionaries could not continue their work without endangering the 
peace of the island." In advancing these assertions the minister of 
state could hardly have had in mind the fact that the missionaries had, 
on repeated occasions, been the efficient instruments of the Spanish 
authorities in preserving tranquillity; that at the time of the revolt 
which forms the central feature of the incident the chief missionaries 
were not in Ponape, Dr. Doane having died in a distant land and Mr. 
Rand being for some time absent; and that the remaining represent­
ative of the mission, Miss Palmer, risked safety and life in her earnest 
endeavors to avert the conflict. 

It may be proper, moreover, to advert to the reiterated argument of 
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the Marquis of Vega de Armijo, that the missionaries abandoned the 
island of their own accord. The facts, on the contrary, show that their 
departure was under stress. The treatment they had received from 
the Spanish authorities must be remembered. Their operation, con­
ducted nuder the solemn pledges of the Spanish government, had been 
arbitrarily impeded, their property converted to Spanish use without 
compensation, their mission buildings destroyed, au<.l they themselves 
accused of treason. With martial law over them, with daily manifesta­
tions of the hostile sentiments of the Spanish sold'iery and clergy 
against them, with an inflamed native element threatening renewed 
outbreaks, their dwellings and property in ruins and themselves driven 
from the field of their peaceful and civilizing labors for many years past, 
their situation was necessarily so grave as to warrant and demand the 
action of the U.S. Government, through its naval commander, in remov· 
ing them to a 11lace of security for the time being. Under such cir­
cumstances and so performed, the act of deportation can not be pleaded 
against their just demands, nor impair the right of this Government, as 
their natural protector, to claim in their behalf the fullest reparation. 
:Moreover, the Government of Spain makes itself a confirming and en­
forcing party to the exile of these American citizens by forbidding 
their return. 

It is not, however, my purpose in this instruction to travel anew over 
ground so often and wearily trod in the effort to obtain common justice 
for these innocent and maligned laborers in the cause of civilization 
and Cbristiaii advancement, whose self-sacrificing lives have been 
devoted to spreading peace on earth and good will to man. Enough 
has been said to show that the Government of the United States does 
not and can not abate its e<trnest efforts to secure from the Spanish 
Government due reparation for these unfortunate sufferers and that full 
observance of the guaranties of 1885 and1886 which it is convinced it 
bas a right to ask. 

Your note of the 25th ultimo to the Marquis of Vega de Armijo, 
reopening the case at his request, puts our position in the true and 
consistent light. The instructions heretofore given you are ample for 
your guidance, while your own treatment of the question so far manifests 
your deep conviction of its importance and your ability to press it to 
a settlement. His excellency's significant announcement, that he had 
again called for information from the government of the Philippines as 
to the return of the missionaries, and his admission that ''whilst not 
conceding the full amount of our claim for the destruction and confisca­
tion of property, he thought a reasonable indemnity was due," are 
hopeful iudicrttions of a disposition to recognize the moral and vested 
rights involved in this question. .As I said in my telegram to you of 
the 14th instant, we rely on the Spanish sense of justice to meet otn· 
ju.st expectations, -

I am, etc., 

No. 102.] 

JOHN W, FOSTER~ 

)Jfr. Snowden to ]fr. Foster. 

LEGA'l'ION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Jlfaclrid, February 28, 1893, (Heceived March 1!.) 

StR: I have the. honor to inclose copy of my note to the Marquis 
de la Vega de Armijo accepting, on behalf of my Government, the N ao 
Banta Ma-ria., which was omitted in my dispatch No. 72. · 

I have, etc. 
A. LOUDON SNOWDEN, 
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[Inclosure in No. 102.] 

Mr. Snowden to the Mm·quis cle la Vega de Annijo. 

LEGATION Ol!' TilE UNITED STATES, 
Madrid, Febnwry 6, 1893. 

ExCELLENCY: I had the l1onor to communicate the generous proposal of His Maj­
esty's Government to deliver, as a souvenir to my GoYcrnment, the Nao Santa j'Jiaria, 
after she has performed her unique part in the naval review in New York Harbor 
antl sulJsequently in the cercmonie~ whieh are to take place at Chicago on tlle arrival 
of this vessel and her consorts, the Nina and Pinta, and am instructed, in accepting 
the custody gf this interc~ting reproduction of the most memoralJle vessel in history, 
to couYey to your excellency an expression of the high appreciation of my Govern­
ment at this mark of distinction which has been conferred, and to assure tho Govern­
mont or His Majesty, which yon so worthily represent, that the vessel will he pre­
served, uot ouly ns a souvenir of an ill11strious event in history, but as an eviLlouce 
of tho rordial good feelillg existing between our two Governments. 

I avail, etc., 
A. LOUDON SNOWDEN. 

JJJr. Snowden to JJ[r. Foster. 

[Extract.] 

No. lOG.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED S1'ATES, 
Jlfadrid, M-arch 3, 1893. (1\farch 16, 1893.) 

SIR: I have the honor to inclose, herewith, copy of a memorandum 
submitted to Senor Sagasta, at onr first private interview in relation to 
the Uaro1i!les incide11t, in which are enumerated the guaranties given 
by the Spanish Goverume11t to the United States as to the rights aud 
privileges that were to be e11joye.d by the American missionaries iu 
these islands. At that interview I agreed to submit to His Excellency 
a brief history of the events occurring on the Island of Ponape fi'om 
1852 to 1890. 

I also transmit a copy of a note submitted to the Marquis de la Vega 
de Armijo, secretary of state, giving the amount of money expended. 
by the American Board of Foreign Missionaries in the mission at 
Pouapc, with the amount claimed as damages for property taken and 
destroyed. 

I have, etc., 
A .. I.JOUDON SNOWDEN. 

[Inclosure 1 j_n No. l06.] 

l\femomndnm, submitted at an interview l>etween Mr. Snowden a.nd the prime min. 
ister, setting forth the assurances given lJy the Spanish Government as to tho pro~ 
tection that would he accorded the American missionaries in the Caroline Islands . 
.At this interview tho nt>te of the Dnke of Tetuan, elated January 11 1 1880, with 
other data bearjng upon the same su~ject, was submitted. 

In September, 1885, before the right of Spain to the sovereignty of the Caroli1w 
Islands had lJoen decided, my Government, after recounting the beneficent work of 
tl10 missionaries in civilizing the natives, sought to knov,r what protection these 
American citizens would have under Spanish rule. 

In repl:r the Spanish minister of state gave the amplest assurance that the mis· 
sionaries would not be molested in their civilizing and christianizing work. 

On February 10, 1886, your minister at Washington, Seflor Valera1 transmitted to 
the Department of State a copy of the text of a protocol conclmled between Spain 
and Germany, by the mediation of His Holiness, Pop!* Leo XJII, recognizing th~ 
§overeignty of S,Paiu over the Caroline and Pelew lslfmcls. 
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In acknowledging the receipt of this communication the U. S. Secretary of State 
used the following language in addressing the Spanish minister: 

11 As your .Government is aware, the citizelis of the Uniteu States have been 
actually engaged in disseminating information among the inhabitants of that quarter 
with a vie\Y to their prosperity, and it is not presumad tha,t their treatment under 
the rule of Spain, which this arrangement recognizes a,nd confirms as between 
Germany and Spain (and which has never been contested by tho United States), will 
be any less favorable than that of Germans or other foreigners cormmorant tl.Jerein." 

To this Senor Mnruaga, succeeding Seiior Valera as minister at \Vasbington, 
replied for the Spanish Government, under date of ~lay 4, 188G, as follows: 

"Her Majesty the Queen Regent, in conformity with the resolution of her minis­
ten; in council, had directed the United States to be inforrnell thtLt the treatment 
American citizens were to receive in the islands would not be less favorable than 
tbat acc,;rued to German or other foreigners." 

The protocol bet·ween Germany and Spain, dated Rome, December 17, 188:5, gives 
to German subjects on the islands ''the fullest protection to their rights of person 
and property," and declares further that "alt their acquired rights of property and 
land shall be safeguardc(l" (that is, guaranteed). 

Under the assurances given by the Spanish Government, under date of May 4, 1886 
(before stated), the American citizens on the islands were guaranteed the same rights 
and protection :ts that accorded the Germans under the terms of the protocol signed 
at Rome. 

It will thus be seen that before and after the decision of His Holiness the Pope, 
awarding the sovereignty of those islands, the attention of the Spanish Government 
had been directed to the work of these American missionaries on the isbnds and the 
fnll~st guarantees had been given b:y His Majesty's GoYernment as to the protection 
of all tlJeir rights and privileges and of their person and property. 

FlWllUARY 19, 1893, 

[Inclosure 2 in No, 106.) 

Mr. Snowden to the Marqui,s de la Vega de Armijo. 

LEGATION OF TI·m UNITED STATES, 
Madrid, Febmm·y 21, 1893. 

BxcELLENCY: In accordance with my suggestion at the last interview your excel· 
lency was good enough to grant me for a discussion of the CarolineR incident, I sub­
mit herewith a, t>tatement giving the approximate amount of money expended by the 
American Boarcl of Foreign Missions in establishing and maintaining the mission on 
the Island of Pnnape as well ns a statement of the va-lue of land and bniluings in 
the island, with tho value of the property taken and destroyed by the Spanish author­
ities: 

Money expended from 1852 to 1890, in planting and sustaining mission ou 
Ponape __ ~, _ ... ___ ......... _ .... _ .. _ ... _ ...... _ ........••...•..•...... 

Paid in 1891 to missionaries and on ships emplosre£1 for Ponape .........•. 
Value of land seized at Kenan, being the amount agreed to be paid by 

Spanish authorities of the island .................... __ ............... . 
Total value of the buildings ........ _ ................................... . 
Value of buildings destroyed by Spanish authorities .............. 15,000 
Value of laud granted to missionaries elsewhere than at Kenan ........ .. 

$366,921 
20,000 

5,000 
25,000 

30,000 

Total ....................................•.••••...••.•..••. , . • • • • . $446, 92 L 

Provided the missionaries are permitted to return to Ponapc, the American Boanl 
of Missionaries ask, as a full compensation for property d~stroyed and land seized 
and occnpied by Spanish authorities, $25,000. 

If the lllisRionnricr-; are not permitted to return, it inrlicatcs a loss of all mon~y 
expended, Ray, $44.6,921, and could 1-10t in apy ca.se be kss than $250,000. 

I avail, etc.1 

No. 132.] 

4.. LOUPON SNOWDEN. 

J,[r. Wharton to JJir. Snowden. 

DEP A.R'l'MENT OF STATE, 
1Vash,ington, 1l1arch 6, 1893. 

SrR: I have to acknowledge the reeeipt of your No. 72 of January 30 
last, inclosing a copy of a note from the Spanish minister of state 
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making a formal tender to the Government of the United States of the 
caravel Santa JJfar,ia. 

A copy of your dispatch was at once transmitted to the Secretary of the 
Navy, and I now inclose copy of his reply, dated the 2d instant, stating 
that it will give that Department great pleasure to receive into its cns· 
tody this valuable and interesting reproduction of the largest caravel of 
Columbus at such time and place as may be eventually decided upon 
for its tralilsfer. 

The President desires you to express to the Spanish minister of state 
his warm appeciation of this act of international courtesy at a period ot 
such historical significance to both countries. 

I am, etc., 
WILLIAM F. \VHAR'l'ON, 

Acting Secretary. 

(Iaclosure in No. 132.] 

Mr. Tracy to Mr. Wha1·ton. 

NAVY DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, Mm·ch 2, 1893. 

I have the lwnor to acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of your letter of the 
15th ultimo, inclosing copy of a dispatch recently received from onr minister at 
Madrid, reporting the ofl'er made by the Spanish Government to present to the United 
States the caravel Santa Mm·ia, and asking for such suggestions as I may desire to 
mnke. 

In reply, I have the honor to say that it will give the Navy Department grea1 
pleasure to receive into its custocly this valuable and interesting reproduction of the 
largest caravel of Columbus at such time and place as may be eventually decided 
upon for its transfer, and I take this occasion to express, in the name of the Navy 
Department, its high sense of tl1e cordial disposition evinced by the Spanish Govern­
ment in offering the Santa Ma1·ia to the Uuitcd States. 

I have, etc.1 

No. 144.] 

]Jfr, Gresham to JJfr, Snowden. 

B. F. THACY, 
Secretary of the Ntwp. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, llfarch 18~ 1893, 

SIR: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your 106 of the 3d instant, 
inclosing a copy of the memorandum you submitted to the prime min­
ister of Spain in relation to the guarantees given by his Government 
as to t.he rights and privileges of the American missionaries in the Caro­
line. Islands; also a copy of yollr note to the minister of foreign afl'airs 
giving the amount of the money expended in est;:tblishing and main­
taining the mission in Ponape. 

The Department regards your memorandum as a terse and reasonable 
statement of the guarantees given in 1885 and 1886. 

l am7 etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM, 
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Mr. Snowden to Mr. Gresham. 

[Extract.) 

LEGA'l'ION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Madrid, March 25, 1893. (Received April22.) 

SIR: In my dispatch No. 109~* I intimated that I was about to make 
another move, with a view of hastening a settlement of the Uaroline 
incident. This was to request of the minister of state that as Gen. 
Blanco, the newly-appointed governor-general of the Philippines, was 
to be in Madrid to receive instructions previQus to his departure to 
Manila, a consultation be bad between himself, the minister of the col­
onies, the pri·me minister, and the new governor-general, out of which 
conclusions might be reached that would enable His Majesty's Govern­
ment to authorize the immediate return of the missionaries without 
the long delay that must result if the proposal of the minister of 
state to refer the matter to Manila for investigation and report was 
followed. 

After a consultation with a member of the cabinet as to the course 
proposed, it was approved with the additional suggestion that as a pre­
liminary step the minister of state be requested to refer the whole 
matter to a cabinet council. 

This course I bad previously Bnggested, but at that time it was not 
thought advisable. I therefore, on the 11th instant, sought and 
obtaine<.l a special interview with the minister of state and found 
him much disturbed by my statement of February 21, in which I 
gave the expenditure of money by the American Board of Foreign 
Missions in establishing and maintaining the mission at Ponape. He 
said he understood from my note that my Government expected a pay­
ment of $250,000 as indemnity for losses incurred. I directed his 
attention to the statement as indicating the money expended and the 
value of the property taken or destroyed, but repeated what I . had 
previously stated, that the indemnity would not exceed $2f>,OOO if the 
missionaries were permitted to return, but if this was denied them, in 
spite of their rights and the guarantees of his Government, the amotlnt 
of indemnity claimed would be at least $250,000, as it would have to 
cover a large portion of the expenditures, all of which would be lost if 
the missionaries were driven from their field of labor and the natives 
permitted to return to the condition in which they were found by the 
missionaries over forty years ago, and to which condition I understood 
they were fast tending. I further said that the main point with our 
Government, the importance attached to which I could not overstate, 
was the return of the missionaries, and that if this wa;s promptly 
conceded the indemnity could be ;:;ettled for a sum not much exceed­
ing $20,000. 

After this I made my request that the subject be referred to the 
council of ministers, with the purpose of seeing if a settlement could 
not be reached without delaying until the governor-general could 
report from .Manila. 

He readily assented to my suggestion, saying that be would be exceed­
ingly glad to be released from further responsibility. He seemed in 
the interview to be more reasonable in regard to delays than at . our 
former meetings. 

After this interview with the minister of state I addressed a con:fi-

,. Not printed. 
F R-37 
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dential note to the prime minister, copy inclosed. I also inclose copies 
of his reply and of my response. 

From this correspondence you will see that the case as it stauds is 
now hopeful of an early solution. 

I have, etc., 
.A. LOUDON SNOWDEN. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 119.] 

Mr. Snowden to &fior Sagasta. 

LEGATION OF Tlm UNITED STATES, 
Madrid, Ma1·ch 11, 1893, 

ExcELJ,ENCY: One hour since I bad the honor of an interview with his excellency 
the Marquis de ]a Vega de Armijo, minister of state, in regard to the CaroJines 
incident. In this I requested that the return of the missionaries to the islaUll of 
Ponape be submitted to a council of ministers. 

I have taken this course in view of the approximate arrival at this capital of the 
distinguished Gen. Blanco, recently appointecl captain-general of the Philippine 
Islands, in the belief that through a consultation between yourself, the minister of 
the colonies, the minister of state, and Gen. Blanco conclusions may be reached 
which would meet the approval of His Majesty's Government, and through which 
these poor missionaries may have an early return to the field of their labors. If we 
are to await the arrival of Gen. Blanco at Manila and his securing information from 
Po:e.ape, which is 3,000 miles distant therefrom, and npon which a report is to be 
based as to the advisability of allowing the return of the missionaries, over six 
months will elapse before this report can be received at his capital. 

Surely His Majesty's Government does not desire to cause such a delay in the • 
return of the missionaries to the island, which was practically conceded more than 
a year since by the Duke of 'l'etuan, late minister of state. 

The new captain-general on his arrival at Manila and in establishing the liberal 
policy which at all times has characterized the administrative career of your excel­
lency may at the same time fix such measures as will insure perfect peace in those 
remote islands. 

Knowing your desire to reach an early settlement of this irritating incident, I take 
the liberty of calling yonr excellency's attention to tbe plan which 1 propose and 
through which I trust we may reach an early settlement which will be satisfactory 
to both governments. 

I avail myself, etc. 
A. LOUDON SNoWDEN, 

[Inclosure 2 in No.l19.- Transl!ltion.] 

Seiior Sagasta to M'r. S1~owden. 

PHESIDENCY OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERA1 
SUBSECRETAH.Y'S OFFICE, 

Madrid, Ma1·ch 14, 1893. 
ExCELLENCY: Complying with the wishes of your excellency, as manifested in 

your kind letter of clay before yesterday, I have reported the subject therein men­
tioDed to the _council of ministers, which body, animated, as myself, with the best 
wishes to give it a happy issue, bas agreed to await the arrival of his excellency 
Gen. Ramon Blanco y Erenas, the new governor-general of the Philippine 
Islands, so that, in view of his information, an understanding may be reached in 
relation to the solution best suited to the interests represented by the Government 
and to the purpose of maintaining the most cordial and sincere relations with a 
friendly nation. Trusting and hoping that this reply may satisfy your excellency, 

I renew, etc., 
PRAXEDES MATEO SAGAI:!TA. 
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Mr. Snowden to Senor Sagasta. 

LEGATION OF THF. UNITED STATES, 
Mad1·icl, Mm·ch 17, 1893. 

EXCELLENCY: I have the honor and sincere pleasure to acknowledge your esteemed 
favor of the 14th instant, announcing tha,t the ministry of His Majesty the King has 
seen fit to look favorably upon the suggestion I had the honor to make you, that a 
conference be held with Gen. Blanco, captain-general of the Philippines, before 
his departure to his post of duty, with a view to arriving at satisfactory conclusions 
in relation to the return of the American missionaries to the island of Ponape. 

I need not assure your excellency how gratifying to me is this declaration of 
the ministry of which you are the enlightened and honored chief, nor can I overstate 
the satisfaction your action will afford to my Government and to the people of the 
United States, if it results, as I trust and believe it will, in an early return to the 
field of their long and arduous labors of the devoted men and women whose lives 
are dedicated to the education and elevation of the savages in that remote part of 
the world. 

I beg your excellency will convey to your honored colleagues my profound appre­
ciation of their action. 

I avail myself, etc. 
A. LOUDON Sr-10\-VDEN. 

No. 155.] 

Jlfr. Greshan~ to Jlfr. Snowden. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
lVctshington, April4, 1893. 

SIR: Heferring to Department's previous instructions in the matter 
of the claims of the missionaries in the Caroline Islands, I inclose copy 
of a letter just received from the secretary of the American Board of 
Commissioners of Foreign 1\Iissions urging that yon shall 'press the 
claims to the just and honorable solution we confidently claim. 

I am, etc. 

. [Inclosure in No. 155.] 

M1·. S1nith to lrh. Gresham. 

W. Q. GRESHAM, 

Al\tERICAN BoARD oF CoMMissroNERS FOR FomnGN MISSIONS, 
Boston, Mass., Mm·ch ,CJ8, 1893. 

Permit me t,o lay before yon the main facts respecting the question which is now 
nuder diplomatic discussion bt-tween U. S. Minister Snowden and the foreign 
cign minister of the Government at Madrid. In this conference Commander H. C. 
Taylor is, by special arrangement, associated with Minister Snowden as being per­
sonally familiar with the main facts connected with the expulsion of the American 
missionaries from Ponape in the autumn of 1890 and the destruction of the mission 
property on the island of Ponape at the same time. . 

In the correspondence between myself and the Department of State in previous 
years these facts have been very fully set forth, and I would refer yon to that cor­
re!'pomlence for the material facts in the case. There is also on file in the Navy 
Department the report submitted by Commander Taylor to Admiral Belknap, and 
transmitted throngh Admiral Belknap to that De1)artment, reciting the facts as 
Commander Taylor found them on his visit to Ponape in the autumn of 1890. In a 
word, the situation is summed up as follows: 

When the Spanish jurisdiction over the Carolines was acknowledged by our Gov­
ernment tt was with the special stipulation, heartily assented to by Spain, that the 
American missionaries at work in these islands should ue protected in their person 
and property and in the continuance of their work upon the same conditions as 
they had enjoyed in previous years. Soon after the first Spanish governor took up 
his residence on Ponape he became suspicious of Mr. Doane, the senior missionary 
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resident there, without any sufficient reason, and caused his arrest and deportation 
to Manila. After negotiations between our country aud Spain Mr. Doane was set 
at liberty, freed of all the charges which had been made against him, and by tho 
Spanish authorities returned to his home and accustomed work on the island of 
Ponape. The claim which our Government made upon Spain for losses incurred by 
Mr. Doane in connection with this injurious treatment has been acknowledged by 
Spain, but has never been paid. 

In 1890 Mr. Doane, having withdrawn from the island and having died, and Mr. 
Rand, the only other male missionary on the island, being absent, the mission 
premises being for the time in the charge of an unmarried American woman and an 
assistant, there was a new outbreak on the island. Th.e rlisturbance of three years 
before had.been wholly a conflict between the Spanish authorities anrl the natives 
of this island, who resented the oppressions to which they were subjected. The 
same cause led at this time to a fresh outbreak and a more serious one, and in the 
progress of the fighting the Spanish forces were at length directed to obtain posses­
sion of the houses occupied by the missionaries, and, as they allege, were forced to 
destroy them for fear the natives might use them as a place of defense. In the midst 
of these occurrences Mr. Rand, with his wife, accompanied by two American women, 
returned to the island and exerted himself to the utmost to effect some reconciliation 
between the rebellious natives and the Spanish authorities, but without success. 

Gradually the Spanish authorities turned their suspicions upon Mr. Rand, and 
limited his personal liberty and the sphere of his work, and at the time when Com­
mander Taylor arrived Mr. Rand was virtually a prisoner of war. 

In view of all the circumstances, after somewhat extended negotiations, Com­
mander Taylor deemed it prudent to take all the American missionaries on board hiR 
steamship and carry them to Kusaifl, an island 300 miles distant, to await the 
decision of the question pending between the United States and Spain. The claim 
which has been made upon the Spanish Government in view of these events is two­
fold: First, that the missionary property dest.royed in the course of this conflict 
shall be made good; second, that our missionaries shall be permitted to return to 
Ponape and resume their work under the same conditions nuder which they were 
laboring when the jurisdiction of Spain was esta,blished. The Spanish authorities 
have endeavored to ln·ing a charge upon our missionaries of compl~city with the 
natives in their rebellion, but without a shadow of proof, as the documents sub­
mitted by Commander Taylor will abundantly show. 

The negotiations now in progress under the care of Minister Snowden have pro­
ceeded so far that substantially all our claims are conceded by the Spanish Govern­
ment, and it only needs that the demand be pressed firmly to an issue, and the set­
tlement will be made, peace will be restored, and the dignity of our Government in 
the Pacific waters will be vindicated and reestablished. 

I regret to have taken so much space to set forth the situation, but it is almost 
impossible in a few words to state the facts so that they shall be understood in their 
bearings. I am assured of the hearty purpose on the part of our Government to 
maintain the rights of American citizens in every part of the world; and the con­
ditHm of these missionaries, few in number and far·removeu from their own friends, 
makes a peculiar appeal to our Government to exert itself to the utmost in their 
behalf. That appeal I am snre will not ue made in vain, and now, when a long 
course. of action is at the point of a successful issue, I venture to urge upon our State 
Department that it see to it that the matter is pressed to an early and happy con­
clusion and thn.t our missionary laborers again enjoy their stipulated rights in the 
Caroline Islands. 

I am, etc., 

No 139.] 

JUDSON SMITH, 
Foreign Secreta1'tJ A. B. C. F. M. 

JJfr. Snowclen to Jlfr. Gresham. 

[Extract.l 

LEGATION OF 1'HE UNITED STATES, 
1J1adrid, April17, 1893. (Received May 20.) 

SIR: I have the honor to append on the overleaf copy of a cable for 
warded after an important interview with Senor Moret, minister of 
state ad interim. 

In this interview I received the direct and positive assurance of the 
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minister of state that the missionaries woulu be permitted to return 
to Ponape and a reasonable indemnity paid for property, etc. 'l'he 
minister said this had been agreed upon and that as soon as the 
governor-general reached Manila, under an understanding had before 
his departure a cable would be received from him upon which the 
authority for the return of the missionaries would be based. This 
cable was expected within forty or fifty days from the date of the 
departure of the governor-general from Madrid. In giving this assur­
ance he said he spoke for the prime minister, Senor Sagasta. 

This action of the prime minister and minister of state was a com· 
promise between my request that an agreement for the return of the 
missionaries be reached before the departure of the governor-general 
to Manila and the determined purpose of the late minister of state and 
the minister of the colonies that all action looking to a final adjust­
ment of the case be postponed until the governor-general could make 
a persopal examination of the facts and report to the home Govern­
ment on the same, which would consume at least six or eight months. 

The conclusion thus happily reached will save at least four months of 
time in reaching a settlement, not to speak of the probability that, 
during this protracted period, other occasions or excuses for further 
delay would be found in a change of ministry or through the machina­
tions of those who have labored without ceasing, and often with most 
unworthy weapons, to defeat my efforts for the return of the mission­
aries to Ponape. 

At the earliest possible moment I shall endeavor to arrive at an 
agreement as to the amount of indemnity to be paid. To this end I 
am endeavoring to arrange an early meeting with the minister of state 
and the minister of the colonies. The amount of indemnity to be paid 
is, in my judgment, of small importance in comparison with the con­
ceded return of the missionaries-which to some extent involved our 
national prestige and self-respect, as well as the suspension of the ben­
eficent work on the island and the consequent return of the natives to 
that barbarous condition from which they were being rescued after long 
years of patient Christian work by the self. sacrificing efforts of the 
missionaries. 

I have, etc., 

No. 162.] 

A. LOUDON SNOWDEN. 

Mr. Snotoden to Mr. G1·esham. 

(Extract.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Madrid, JJiay 28, 18.93. (Received June 12.) 

SIR: I append on overleaf copy of tele~;ram* sent the Department 
announcing the settlement of the Carolines incident, which has been 
pending for more than six years, having had its inception under the 
previous administration of President Cleveland. 

The case has perhaps received more attention for various reasons 
than any other that bas been presented through this legation for very 
many years. 

During the terms of office of four of my predecessors and two charge 
d'affaires, who manifested sincere interest in the case, no near approach 
was made to a settlement. 

* Not p1·in ted. 
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. President Harrison in his last message to Congress referred to the 
subject, and, as you are aware, I received on assuming· charge of this 
legation most explicit and earnest instructions on the subject. 

The files of the Department present the evidence of my earnest efforts 
to close this case, ~nd, as I desired to meet its wishes, and because I 
believed it was one involving to some extent our national self-respect 
and prestige in the Pacific Ocean. After months of unusual labor I 
was able, on April12, to cable you that I had the positive assurance 
of the prime minister tllat the missionaries would be permitted to 
return to Po nape; and I also had the promise of an early consideration 
of the question of indemnity. 

It was agreed that to arrive at satisfactory conclusions a conference 
must be had, at which the minister of state and the minister of tlle 
colonies were to participate. · 

On the 26th instant I received a note from Senor Moret, naming 3 
o'clock of the following day for the proposed conference. 

At the hour named. I was at the state department, where the minis­
ter of state was shortly joi11ed by the minister of the colonies, who had 
fortified himself with voluminous notes and data. 

After I had set forth our claims, g-iving an itemized statement of 
losses of property in the buildings and. their contents, as furnished by 
Commander Taylor, I proceeded to present an estimate of the land taken 
and the indemnity due Mrs. Doane. 

At the conclusion of my statement the minister of the colonies, w1w 
lw.came spokesman. said that be had with him the sworn statement of 
witnesses that the iand at Kenan was not the property of the mission­
aries. Among the affidavits was one to that effeet from the chief from 
whom Mr. Doane claimed to have made the purchase .. Another affidavit 
that Mr. Doane had. confessed that he had no titles to the land until 
immediately before the Spanish Government took formal possession 
after the award of Pope Leo XIII, etc. To this I made reply that in 
the whole discussion of this question with His Majesty's Government, 
extending over six years, this averment had never been made. That so 
far from its having any force it was disproved by the proffer of Governor 
Oadarso to pay $2,000 for the land; further, that he had taken the 
deeds from Mr. Doane, and although promising to return them, never had 
done so. -

He replied that the evidence in his possession was entirely opposed 
to our continuation and asked for more time for a careful consideration 
of this point. 

To this I rather impatiently replied that too much time had already 
been consumed on sueh pleas, and that we must settle the matter then 
and there a8 no new facts could be elicited. 

He t.ben referred to the destruction of the property at Ona as a 
nece..ssary incident of war. That the missionaries had abandoned it 
and that there was no indication to show the character or ownership 
of the property. 

I answered that the character and ownership of the buildings were so 
notorious that it required no designation to establish the same, that 
such an argument fell of its own weight. As to the destruction of the 
buildings being a necessity of war, I respectfully referred him to the 
note of the Duke of Tetuan of June 11, 1892, in which he admitted 
that the destruction of the buildings at Ona took place after the rebels 
bad been driven therefrom, and was done to prevent their future mis· 
use by the natives. 

It followed from this admission that their destruction was not justi-
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fled by the law of nations-was not required by the exigencies of the 
case-but was wanton, and therefore his Government must be held 
responsible for the losses resulting therefrom. 

When the case of Mr. Doane was taken up the minister promptly 
said that he thought there was a small sum due his family. 

After discussing the subject for over two hours I proposed to again 
return to each item of our claim for indemnity and settle each in suc­
cession. To this the minister would not assent, for the reason that on 
one or two points of indemnity he could not go before the Cortes to ask 
for an appropriation with any hope of success. 

He was willing to agree to a lump sum which we could apportion as 
we saw fit, a1Jd he could ask for the appropriation to cover all our 
claims without specifying any item. 

As this was agreeable to me the only question that remained was as 
to the amount. The minister of the colonies named a very small sum, 
I claiming $25,000. After a protracted discussion I came down to the 
sum named in my cable, to wit, $17,500-which I said was the minimum 
sum we would accept. At this juncture the minister of state spoke to 
llis colleague, saying there was no use in further discussion; that he 
was willing to accede to my figures. After some hesitatio'n the minis­
ter of the colonies assented, and thus was happily ended a controversy 
which bas lasted for many years. · 

I will obtain from the minister of state a written confirmation of 
the conclusions reached, which I will forward to the Department. 

Having succeeded in eliminating the Caroline incident as a cause of 
contention between the two governments, I am now prepared to quit 
Madrid_ with the assurance that my labors have not been in vain. 

In the happy termination of this long-pending and irritating incident 
I am sure both governments are to be congratulated. 

I have, etc., 

No.4.] 

A. LOUDON SNOWDEN. 

Mr. Bonsal to Mr. GTesham. 

[Extract.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNI'fED STATES, 
Jfadrid, J~tne 5, 18.93. (Received June 17.) 

SIR: I beg to inclose a copy in English of Mr. Snowden's note to the 
minister of state, in regard to his interview of May 27, under elate of 
May 31, and also the reply in Spanish and English from the minister of 
state. under elate of J uue 2. 

' I have, etc., 
Sr:I.'EPHEN BONS.AL. 

[Inclosure 1 iu No. 4.] 

M1·. Snowden to Seiim· Moret. 

LEGATION Oli' THE UNITED STATES, 
Madrid, May 31, 1893. 

EXCELLl~NCY: Referring to the happy results arrived at on the 27th inst::tnt, in the 
conference I had the honor to ha.ve with your excellency and his excellency the 
minister of Ultramar on the Carolines incident, I write to say that under my instruc­
tions the conclusions reached and the terms agreed upon are satisfactory to my Gov­
ernment. 
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In our confere!ce it was agreed: • 
First. That the American mh!sionaries are to be permitted to return to Ponape and 

resume their civilizing work, under conditions that will afford protection to their 
persons and property. 

Second. His Majesty's Government agrees to pay to the United States the sum of 
seventeen thousand five hundred dollars ($17,500) in full settlement of all claims of 
the missionaries. 

I beg your excellency will honor me with a note confirming the above-named 
agreement entered ·into by the representatives of His Majesty's Government and 
myself as the representative of the United State.s of America. 

I avail myself of this opportunity to assure you of the pleasure I experience at the 
happy termination of an unfortunate and irritating incident long pending between 
our two countries and to convey to your excellency an expression of my hearty ap­
preciation of your generous and effective efforts which so largely conduced to its 
final adjustment. 

I seize, etc., 
A. LOUDON SNOWDEN. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 4.-Trauslation.] 

Scnm· Moret to M1·. Snowden. 

MINISTRY OF STATE, 
Palace, Ju.ne 2, 1893. 

M:Y DEAR Sm : On acknowledging receipt of your excellency's note dated May 
31last, I have the pleasure to confirm the good impressions caused to your excel­
lency by your interview with the minister of the colonies a.nd myself, which took 
place on the 27th of May last. In said interview we in fact agreed that in considera­
tion of the delivery of $17,500 every claim presented to Spain either by the Methodh!t 
missionaries who resided during the last years in the Caroline Islands, or by Mr. 
Doane and by the United States Government would finally be ended. 

With regard to the return to the island of Ponape of the above-mentioned mission­
aries your excellency will doubtless remember that in the alluued-to conference 
my colleague, the minister of ultramar (the colonies) insisted upon the idea that 
this matter was considerecl by him entirely separated and independent from the set­
tlement of the pending disputes relating to the pecm;liary indemnity. In spite of 
this it is my duty to say that the Spanish Government never placed any obstacle to 
said return, nor does it place any now, but it has always stated that it (the Govern­
ment) would consider the said return dangerous as long as the authorities of that 
island do not give the Government the assurances that it has at its disposal per­
tnanent means to guarantue their absolute safety. 

It is therefore definitely understood that the Government reserves the right of 
fixing the moment when the above referred to missionaries may return to the island 
of Ponape, and that if they shonld return before that moment the Spanish Govern­
ment rejects all responsibility for the dangers which may be run by their persons 
and properties. 

For my part it is very gratifying- to me to state also to your excellency the pleas­
ure with which his majesty the King's Government sees the happy termination of a 
lon.g-penuing controversy and which gave occasion for unpleasant discussions between 
both countries. 

The United States Government and your excellency, as its worthy representative, 
have shown with this motive the friendly dispositions which Spain gladly acknowl­
edges and which tend to render more intimate the intercourse with both countries. 

I avail, etc., 
8. MORET, 

Mr. Taylor to M1·. Gresham. 

[Ext.ract.) 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
Madr·id, August 19, 1893. (Received September 11.) 

No. 33.] 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch 
of the 27th ultimo (No. 26),* touching the Caroline incident, in one of 

*Not printed. 
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the inclosures of which you say, ''that the conclusion of the matter 
devolves upon Mr. Taylor, the new minister, whose instructions on file 
are ample for his guidance in obtaining proper guarantees for the 
returning missionaries." In anticipation of such a communication I have 
made it my business to make this incident the subject of a careful 
investigation, which has included the reading of every paper on file 
touching the subject. In the light of the instructions given to my pre­
decessors, coupled with the intimation which you have given me for my 
guidance, I have addressed to the Spanish Government a note, of which 
the following is a copy: 

MADRID, .A·ugust 18, 1893. 
ExCELLENCY: I have the honor to inform you that, in a recent dispatch, I have 

been specially instructed hy the Department of State to address myself to the final 
adjustment of the painful incident, so long pending between the two countries, which 
arose out of the expulsion of the American missionaries from the island of Ponape. 

The correspondence on file discloses the fact that there is a lack of exact agree­
ment as to the terms of the settlement which has been virtually reached, through 
the interview which took place on the 27th of May last, between the minister of 
ultramar and yourself on the one hand and Mr. Snowden, my predecessor, on the 
other. On the 31st of May Mr. Snowden addressed you a note in which he set forth 
his understanding of what had occurred on the 27th. On the 2d of June you replied, 
setting forth your understanding of what had occurred on that occasion. These 
two clear and explicit statements eliminate every matter but one from future con­
troversy. Mr. Snowden and yourself both agree that it was understood and settled ( 1) 
that the missionaries should rctnrn to the island of Ponape; (2) that a pecuniary 
compensation of $17,500 should be paid for the injuries inflicted upon all of them. 
The only matter which you say was left unadjusted was as to the exact point of 
time when their return should take place, as you have expressed it. "It is there­
fore definitely understood that the Government reserves the right of fixing the moment 
when the above referred to missionaries may return to the island of Pouape; and 
that if they should retnm before that moment the Spanish Government rejects all 
responsibility for the dangers which may be run by their persons and property." 

]tis as to the prompt and final settlement of this one unadjusted question that I 
now address your excellency. 

After years of waiting the missionaries are anxious to return, and they have asked 
the Government of the United States to inform them as to the time at which and the 
circumstances under which they may return. It therefore becomes my duty to request 
your excellency to indicate to me an early day at which the missionaries may return 
to the island e>f Ponape, aJld also to indicate the circumstances under which their 
return may be efrected. After that . question bas been settled the Government of the 
United States will be happy to receiye the pecnniary indemnity agreed upon. 

I seize this occasion to renew to your excellency the assurances of my highest 
com:~ideration. 

This note embodies what I understand to have been the contention 
of the Government of the United States from the beginning and the 
conclusion upon which it now insists. • 

The note which I ltave just addressed as to the Caroline incident 
reduces that matter to the single issue of payment and performance 
as concurrent acts. 

I would be happy, therefore, to receive an intimation as to the atti­
tude which you desire I should assume as to these matters, whenever 
it may become necessary for me to take personal action at all. If replies 
do not come within the usual time shall I press for them~ Is it your 
desire that I should, at the proper time, have personal interviews as to 
these matters with the minister of state1 

I have, etc • . 
HANNIS TAYLOR. 
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Mr. Adee to Mr. Taylor. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 
Washington, ~T uly 27, l893. 

No. 26.] 

SIR: I inclose for your information a copy of a letter from the sec­
retary of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions 
at Boston of the 24th instant, and of my reply of the 27th, in regard 
to the reported settlement of the missionary troubles at Ponape. 

I am, etc., 
ALVEY A. ADEE, 

Acting Secretwry. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 26.] 

Mr. Srnith to M1·. Gresham. 

A:MRRICAN BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS, 
SomM·set Street, Boston, Mass., July 24, 189$. (Received July 25.) 

SIR: I noti ce the following statement in a paper 1mblished on the Pacific coast 
under date of July 13, 1893: 

"It is also stated in dispatches that Spanish papers express their satisfaction that 
U. S. Minister Snowden, before his departure, had successfully adjusted the nego­
tiations for the readmission and compensation of the missionaries on the Caroline 
Islands." 

'l'his news is very important if true. Permit me to request of you the favor that 
you wi il kindly inform me whether this dispatch is according to the facts. Has Mr. 
Snowden returned to this country from Madrid, and in what state did he leave the 
Caroline Islands question~ If the matter has indeed been brought to a definite and 
happy conclusion, according to the tenor of the above dispatc~b, it is occasion for 
most sincere satisfaction. 

I should be glad also to learn, in case the settlement as reported has actually been 
made, whether the Spanish Government bas sent full and explicit information of the 
same to the governor on the Caroline Islands, and what arrangement has been made, 
if any, fo't the dne return of the missionaries and their reestablishment in their 
homes and work on Ponape. 

Awaiting with deepest interest your reply, 
I am, etc., 

JUDSON SMITH. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 26.) 

M1·. Allee to M1'. Smith. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, Jnly 27, 1893. 

. SIR: I have received your letter of the 24th instant in regard to the reported 
settlement of the missionary troubles at Ponape by Mr. A. Loudon Snowd<m, lately 
U .. S. minister at Madrid. 

In reply I have to state that the last exchange of notes before Mr. Snowden's 
departure fi·om Madrid disclosed a want of exact agreement as to the terms of the 
settlement which has been virtually reached, and that the conclusion of the matter 
devolves upon Mr. Hannis Taylor, the new minister, whose instructions on file are 
ample for his guidance in obtaining proper guarantees for the returning mission-
aries. -

I am, etc., 

No. 35.] 
JJfr. Adee to Jlfr. Taylor. 

ALVEY .A. ADEE, 
Acting Secrelctry. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, September 22, 1893. 

SIR: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your No. 33, of the 19th 
ultimo, in relation to the Caroline incident. 
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This Government has patiently awaited the fulfillment in this case of 
the assurances given six years ago, that the rights and operations of 
the American citizens established in the Caroline Islands would be 
respected. A satisfactory conclusion seemed about to be reached at 
the time of Mr. Snowden's departure, but the dispatches of the lega­
gation at and since that date show that the awaited settlement 
remained unaccomplished in its most vital particulars, namely, the 
return of the Americans and the reeujoyment of the property and 
other rights acquired by them during some half a century of civilizing 
and beneficial endeavor among the islanders. 

This settlement, for which Mr. Snowden, like his predecessors, earn­
estly laborell, is to be dealt with as a whole. The modest imdemnity 
asked and . tendered for dire~t injury to property of Americans at 
Ponape can not be dissociated from the question of their restoration to 
their rights, and can most evidently, not be taken as a just measure of 
the value of the sum total of their large and ramified interests in those 
islands, from the peaceable enjoyment of which the Spanish authorities 
appear to seek to indefinitely exclude them. You will press this mat­
ter to a settlement in aU proper ways, by correspondence or interviews, 
or by both together, as may seem most expedient, expressing the pro­
found disappointment of the President that the business has not before 
now reached the satisfactory adjustment that but recently seemed to 
be so near . . The ample instructions on file iu your legation suffice to 
show the earnestness of this Government in pressing for a just remedy 
of this conspicuous grievance and the firm reliance here felt; in the 
merits of our case. 

I am, etc., 

No. 40.] 

A.L VEY A . .ADEE, 
Acting Secretatt·y. 

lJir. 1};(;ylor to .~lfr. Gresharn. 

LEGATION OF 'l'HE UNITED STATES, 
llfaclrid, October 6, 1893. (Received October 19.) 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your No. 35 in 
reply to my No. 33 of the 19th of August, in which I inclosed a copy 
of the note, lately addressed by me to the Spanish Government, touch­
ing the Caroline incillent. 

It is pleasing to me to know that my note accords in every particular 
with the views which you have so clearly expressed as to the rights of 
the missionaries and as to the manner of their enforcement. You will 
observe that my note maintains that the ret.tun of the missionaries 
to their original status and rights is the condition precedent which 
must precede the payment of the modest money indemnity which has 
been tendered and accepted upon that basis. By requesting the min­
ister of state to fix a time in the near future at which the missionaries 
may return to the enjoyment of their rights, I hoped to bring the most 
serious aspect of the case to a definite issue. 

As I have so far received no answer to my note, I have to-day 
addressed a second, requesting an early response. I shall press the 
matter earnestly. 

I am, etc., 
HANNIS T.A YLOR. 



588 

No 43.] 

FOREIGN RELATIONS. 

Mr. Taylor to Mr. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Madrid, October 14, 1893. (Received October 27.) 

SIR: Since my No. 40, touching the Caroline incident, I have 
received from Sefior Moret a reply to my note of the 18th of August, a 
translation of which I inclose herein. A waiting your commands, 

I am, etc., 

[Inclosure in No. 43.-Translation.] 

Seiim· MoTet to MT. Taylor. 

HANNIS TAYLOR. 

MINISTRY OF STATE, 
Palace, Octobm· 12, 1893. 

MY DEAR SIR: I have the honor to answer your courteous note of the 18th of 
August last, which reached me with some delay, and in which, referring to the settle­
ment of the Caroline Islands affairs, already arranged between the two govern­
ments, you requested that of Her Majesty to fix a date for the return of the Metho­
dist missionaries to Ponape. 

Great as may be the wishes of the Government which you so worthily represent 
for the realization of this event, those of Her Majesty's Government are not less so, 
because in that way it would make manifest once more the friendship it feels for 
the United States. 

The Government of Her Majesty does not pretend to delay the return of the mis­
sionaries without very powerful reasons; bnt it would incur great responsibility it~ 
under the present circumstances, when the consequences resulting from the past 
regrettable events have not. as yet disappeared, it were to grant its consent to the 
proposed return of the missionaries, exposing them, as it appears from the reports 
of the governor-general of the Philippines, to contingencies never to be sufficiently 
deplored. 

The Government of Her Majesty can not, therefore, by virtue of the law of pru­
dence, guarantee the safety of the persons aud property of the Methodist mission­
aries should they now return to the island. Nor can it do so until the opinion, now 
rooted in the minds of those inhabitants, that the missionaries will never again 
establish themselves there, disappears, which opinion is undoubtedly supported by 
the manner in which the island was abandoned by the said missionaries. In this 
connection I must also remind you that the missionaries were not driven from the 
island, as it has been said. On the contrary, indisputable testimony proves that 
they absented themselves voluntarily in spite of the efforts of the governor to 
dissuade them from that purpose, promising them fnllliberty to hold their meetings 
as soon as the exceptional state of affairs brought about by the past deplorable 
events should cease. 

Another proof of the benevolent sentiments which the Government of Her Majesty 
entertains toward the missionaries may be found in the fact that other similar 
Methodist missions continue to be established in other islands of the east group, such 
as Hnsai Walan, Truck, Mokil, and the group Moslock, in which, fortunately, the 
sad causes which to-day determine the danger of their return to Ponapc, are not 
opposed to the safety of the missionari~s there. 

The Government of Her Majesty adheres to what it has already promised, and as 
soon as the reports from the superior authority of Philippines (who has been again 
consulted) permit it, it will take a special care to announce to the Washington 
Government the date at which the missionaries may effect their return to Ponape 
without risk. · 

I ~ve only to add that the Government of Her Majesty considers this case as 
definitely ended, and that not wishing to retain in its hands a sum which already 
does not belong to ¥, as is the sum agreed upon as indemnity for those interested in 
this affair, this Government expects that the legation of the United States will name 
a. person to whom the said sum is to be delivered. 

I avail myself~ etc., 
S. MOHET. 
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Mr. Foster to Mr. Thompson. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, December 9,1892. 

SIR: I send herewith copy of a letter recently received from the 
Board of Foreign Missions, which explains itself. 

The detailed arbitrary acts of certain Turkish officials in smzmg 
mission property and in closing schools are, as you will observe, spe­
cific instances to the general nature of which I adverted in my instruc­
tion No. 3* as being a fruitful source of complaint and regret on the 
part of American missionaries and teachers in Turkey. 

I have no doubt that the general tenor of my recent instructions 
and the knowledge you will have acquired of the action of your prede­
cessors in analogous eases will enable you to clearly present to the 
consideration of the Turkish Government the acts of injustice com­
plained of by the Board of Foreign Missions, and to secure prompt 
and e:ti'ective redress. 

The course pursued by the governor of Latakia in confiscating the 
mission property at J endairia without notice or form of trial appears 
to be a peculiarly aggravated instance of the arbitrary and inexcusable 
exercise of authority by a local official, and should receive your prompt 
and earnest attention. After familiarizing yourself with the features 
of the case you are instructed to present to the Sublime Porte an 
urgent request that the property may be at once restored to the owners 
in trust for the Board of Foreign Missions. Whether the circum­
stances warrant a demand for indemnification or justify any proceed­
ings against the governor of Latakia I must leave to your good judg­
ment. 

The case of the El dainey mission property appears to be similar in 
character, and the course to be pursued by you in this connection will 
probably be the same. 

The numerous schools which have been illegally closed, contrary to 
the clearly-defined rights of Americans to establish and maintain them, 
should be reopened without delay by special order or decree of the 
central Government. I entertain no doubt that courteou but decided 
representations on your part will result in the issuance of the neces­
sary firman by the Porte. 

I commend these cases to your prompt and careful consideration and 
action, and trust that you will soon be enabled to report to the Depart­
ment that they have been satisfactorily settled. 

I am, etc., 
JOHN W. FOSTER • 

.. See Foreign Relations for 1892: p. 609. 
689 
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[Inclosure in No. 11.] 

M1·. Somerville et al. to M1·. Foster. 

126 W-EST FORTY-FIFTH STREET, 
New Yo1·k, Novernber 30, 1892. (Received December 3.) 

SIR: We are instructed by our Board of Foreign Missions t.o lay before the Depart­
ment of State again a statement of the unjust and illegal opposition of the local 
authorities in Latakia, Syria, to the American mission there. We are aware that our 
former statement was duly forwarded in April of this year to Minister Hirsch, with 
au approval of his energetic cfl'orts to remedy this condition, and with further instruc­
tions. But so far nothing has been accomplished. Schools that have been legally 
in operation for years are arbitrarily closed, teachers are arrested and thrown into 
prison at the caprice of the governor, and property belonp;ing, not to natives, but 
to loyal American citizens, is confiscated, although paid for and held by properly 
executed deeds. 

It is peculiarly gratifying to read of the immediate action taken in the case of Dr. 
Bartlett, of Konich, Asia Minor, aml to learn that the demand for indemnity for the 
loss of his bouse and the punishment of the guilty parties will be enforced. But 
certainly to have our mission property t::tken away and restored to its former owners 
without even the form of law is as great an outrage as would be its destruction by 
fire. 

Our reaf3on for presenting this renewed application for protection and redress is 
not simply the fact of fresh outrages, but because a recent letter from Constanti­
nople informs ns that the American legation can not act further in the matter with­
out special instructions from Washington. 

'rhe facts then are as follows: 

JENDAIRIA PROPERTY. 

First. A primary school for boys was opened in said village in the year 1865, and 
was kept open every year untH closed by the general order of the Turkish Govern­
ment in tho year 1887. 

In the fall of 1883, as no suitable place could be found in the village for the ever­
increasing work, the mission decided to purchase a lot and erect suitable buildings. 
At that time we had not as yet been required to get a firman before building or 
opening a school, so the missionarie~; then stationed in Latakia, Dr. A. J. Dodds, 
Rev. W. J. Sproull, and Rev. Henry Ea~:;son, bought the ruins of a house and the 
ground belonging to it from three brothers, and secured the deed of sale in their 
names, witnessed by the chief of the village and others, according to the custom of 
the place and time, the three brothers being present. The paper was drawn in the 
names of the missionaries, because the Turkish Government will not give a deed of 
property to a board located in a, foreign land. 

The loclll government knew that the house was built by and owned by the Ameri­
can mission at Latakia, and the Government officials have used the house while 
staying in the village, as it was the only comfortable and clean place to be found 
there. 

Secoll(l. In 1887, by the general order above mentioned, t.he school there, as well 
as other schools, were closed, and our mission, at the-request of the American lega­
tion, presented the diplomas of teachers and programme of st,udies taught in our 
schools to the local board of education, and these were forwarded by said board to 
the valiyct of Damascus, and afterwards returned to Beirut when the new valiyet 
was formed, and there they lie even till this day. 

Al>ont the same time samples of all the books used in the mission school were sent 
to the valiyet, and no book is used in those schools that does not bear the sanction 
of the Turkish Government. 

Minister Straus, after a two years' conflict, secured an agreement permitting the 
reopening of all schools·where the missionaries had complied with Article 129 of the 
Turkish school law, and, as our mission bad done so, it was instructed by Consul 
Bissinger, of Beirut, to reopen the schools, aud did so. 

The present governor of Latakia district, a year or so after, forbade the teachers 
to work for the American mission, and as he denies the existence of a school where 
the mission does not own the building, he thought he would be safer if he confis­
cated the property in the mountain. So he decided to begin at J endairia., and in 
October, 1891, without form of trial or even a notice to the mission, he took the 
mission property from the agent and gave it to the former owners, who, of course, 
were very glad to receive it. 

Our mission appealed to the vali at Beirut and the American consul there, but 
could get no redress, so the case was carried to the legation at Constantinople, and 
Minister Hirsch, we understand, wrote an official note to the Sublime Porte, demand-
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ing the restoration of the property to the mission. Time passed and it was not 
restored. On returning to the United States, Rev. Henry Easson called at the lega­
tion. The minister was absent in America, but the charge d'affaires asked him to 
restate the case and he would call the attention of the Porte to it. He promised, as 
Mr. Easson tells us, to do all be could, not only to secure the restoration of the 
property, but also to secure their rights to our missionaries, as they had complied 

· with the law in all respects. 

EL-DAINEY PROPERTY, 

In November, 1891, the same governor, Zea Bey, gave orders for the seizure oftbe 
mission's property in the village of El-dainey in the kaimakamate of Mahailbey, but 
through the vali of Beirut the nlission secured a stay of that order. But it 
appears from a letter recently received from Dr. J. M. Balph, our medical mission­
ary in Latakia, that the governor is growing bolder. ·writing on October 17, 1892, 
be says: "An order has been given to bring down teacher Isa Hamani, one of our 
licentiates, his son, and their families, and to give the house and property to the 
'Felahins,' the former owners." Dr. Balph at once telegraphed the consul and 
rccei ved a reply to the effect that the vali bad ordered the mutasseriff of Latakia 
not to touch the property if deeds exist. On the 20th he succeeded in getting the 
house cleared and secured the keys, locking it up, although the former owners were 
f1 nite determined to take advantage of the governor's order and repossess themselves 
of the property. "The mutasseriff, '' writes our missionary, "although instructed to 
leave the property alone, bas never countermanded his order, at least not openly, 
lmt has allowed the time to go by without enforcing it. No doubt the felabln will 
either possess or destroy it if arrangement can not soon be made to put some one in 
the bouse." 

The deed for this El-daineyproperty, as we are told, is regular in eveTy way, and 
so far as the mission knows, no flaw in the title. 

SCHOOLS ILLEGALLY CLOSED. 

All the sch.ool~,_closecl a seconcl time and so illegally, after the agreement between 
the Sublime Porte and the United States Government, should be publicly re-opened 
by a special firm an, mentioJJing the name of each school, namely: 

(1) On the plains near Latakia; the schools ill the villages of Jendairia, Ain 
Leba, Set Marcho, and Mnshairafey. 

(2) In the kaimakamate of Sahyoun; the schools in the villages of Gunaimia, 
Ishtingo, Muzaira, Dabbyash, and Aldamey; and Baham.ra, in the kaimakamate of 
Gebley. 

(3) In the Valiyet of Aleppo, in the kaimakamate of the JisBer, the school in the 
village of Inkzik. 

These are aU old tJChools, having been in existence from fifteen to twtmty-eight 
years, and our mission has complied with the school law in each case. All of these 
schools were reopened by the order of the American legation, ::mel it seems to us 
that the honor of our Government is pledged to see that our mission is alll'Jwed to 
carry on the school work without obstruction, in accordance with the agreemen-t 
of the American legation at Constantinople and the Sublime Porte. 

We are ready to give the Department of State any further information called for, 
and, if necessary, we will go to Washington for that purpose. 

I have, etc. 
R. M. SOMMERVILLE, 

Co?TeBponding Sem·etary, 
WALTER S. MILLER, 

T1·eaB1t1·er, 
Comn~ittee. 

Mr. Foster to Mr. Thompson. 

No. 18.] DEP ARTMEN1' OF STATE, 
l:Va,shington, December 15, 1892. 

SIR: I transmit a copy of a Jetter of H. M. Michaelian and of the 
n~t11ralization papers to which he refers. Mr. Michaelian's family 
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is now in Constantinople, and it appears that their present address 
is known to the legation. You will use your good offices to secure per­
mission for Mr. Michaelian's family to leave Turkey, as desired. 

I am, etc., 
JOHN W. FOSTER. 

[Inclosure in No. 18.] 

Mr. Michaelian to MT. Foste/1', 

DECE"\iBER 2, 1892. (Received December 10.) 
To the Honorable the Secretary of State of the United States: 

Your petitioner, Hachik M. Michaelian, respectfully shows, that on the 5th day of 
March, A. D, 1892, he made and forwarded to the Department of State his petition 
and affidavit, stating the facts that he came to United States from Armenia, in the 
Dominion of Turkey, leaving his wife and children behind him in Armenia, wbo were 
anxious to come to the United States, and requesting the assistance of the Government 
to aid him in getting permission from the Turkish authorities for his family to leave 
for the United States, and fnrther stating that he had made application to become a 
citizen of the United States, which petition was politely responded to by said 
Depart.ment, but nothing was done to aid your petitioner. 

Your petitioner further shows, thnt since said 5th of March his wife and three 
children ha••e left Bitlis, their home in Armenia, and crossed the Black Sea, and for 
two months last past have been in Constantinople at a heavy expense. That on 
this 2d day of December, A. D. 1892, your petitioner became a duly naturalized 
citizen of the United States. 

That your petitioner is sorely distressed because he can not get permission of the 
Turkish authorities for his family to depart from Turkey, and he respectfully prays 
for the aid of this powerful Government and the intercession of your Depart.ment in 
his behalf. 

Petitioner shows that his wife, Sima Michaelian, has been on several occasions 
to the office of the American minister plenipotentiary in Constantinople and 
"requested the interposition of that office in her behalf, and on each occasion has 
been informed they had no instructions or authority to assist her, and your peti­
tioner now requests that he be instntcted to intercede in her behalf, and hopes that 
the same may be done promptly, as he is a poor man, and the expenses very great 
as his family is now situated. . 

Your petitioner shows that, if required, he is read,y and willing to pay all expenses 
of telegrams concerning this matter. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
HACHIK M. MICHAELIAN. 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, County of F1·esno, ss : 
On this 2d day of December, A. D., 1892, before me, M. Farley, a notary public in 

and for the county of Fresno, State of California, dnly commissioned and sworn, per­
sonally appeared Hn.chik M. Michaelian, personally known to me to be a creclible 
verson and a, good. citizen, who, being- by me first duly sworn, deposes and says that 
he has heard read the foregoing petition and knows the allegations thereof, and that 
the same are true. 

HACIIIK M. MICHAELIA:N. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 2d day of December,~· D., 1892, and cer­
tificate of naturalization attached hereto. 

M. FARUW, 
Notm·y Public in and joT the county of Fresno, State of CaUjon1ia. 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF TIIR COUNTY OF FRESNO, STATE OF CALIFORNIA. 

Present, Ron. S. A. Holmes, ,iudge. 
In the matter of the application of H. M. Michaelian, an alien, to become a citizen 

of the United States of America. 
In open court, this 2d day of December, A. D. 1892. 
It appearing to the satisfaction of this court, by the oaths of Paul H. Azadian 

and G. H. Michaelian, citizens of the United States of America, witnesses for that 

, 
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pnrpose, :first duly sworn and examined, that H. M. Michaelian, a native of Turkey, 
has resided within the limits and under the jurisdiction of the United States five 
years at least, last past, and within the State of California for one year at least, 
last past, and that during all of &aid time be has behaved as a man of good moral 
character, attached to the principles of the Constitution of the United States, and 
well disposed to the good order and happiness of the same; and it also appearing to 
the court, by competent evidence, that said applicant has, in due form of law, and 
more than two years prior to this date, declared his intention to become a citizen of 
the United States of America, and havmg, now here before this court, taken an 
oath that he will support the Constitution of the United States of America, and that 
he doth absolutely and entirely renounce and abjure all allegiance and fidelity to 
every foreign prince, potentate, state, or sovereignty whatever, and pa.rticularly to 
the Government of Turkey: 

It is therefore ordered, adjudged, and decreed that the said H. M. Micbaelian be, 
and he is hereby, admitted and declared to be a citizen of the United States of 
America. 

Attest: 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, Cottnty of Fresno, ss: 

S. A. HOLMES, 
Judge. 

H. M. MICHAELIAN. 

A. c. WILLIAMS, 
Clerk, 

By s. J. ASIIMA:N, 
Deputy Clerk. 

I, A. C. ·williams, county clerk and ex-officio clerk of the superior court in and for 
the county of Fresno, State of California, said court being a court of record having 
common-law Jurisdiction and a clerk and seal, do certify that tb.~ above is a full, 
true, and correct copy of the original act of naturalization of H. tf. Michaelian on 
his application to become a citizen of the United States, remaining in my office 
upon the records of said court, of the whole thereof. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my baud and affixed the seal of said court, 
this 2d day of December, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
ninety-two. 

[SEAL.] A. c. WILLIAMS, 
Clerk, 

By s. J. ASHMAN, 
Depnty Clerk. 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Foster. 

No. 24.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Constantinople, February 5, 1893. (Received February 27.) 

SIR: I have the honor to report the following facts which have this 
day came to my knowledge. I have received the following telegrams 
to-day from the disturbed district: 

Mr. THOMPSON, 
AMASSIA, Febrttary 2. 

A.ntm·ican Minister, P&ra, Constant,inople: 
Two native teachers of the Anatolian College have been arrested; bail is not 

accepted; throats of annihilating the college have been repeatedly heard. 
The German vice-consul, 

CARLl\IAN. 
This was followed by tb.e following telegram: 

The AMERICAN MINISTER, 
Constantinople: 

MARSOVAN, Febmary 2, 1893. 

We confirm the telegram sent you yestenlay from Amassia. Last night our new 
l.milcling having been set on fire was destroyed.. The security of our safety is 
respectfully requested. 

HERRICK, 
FR-38 
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This was followed by the following telegram: 

AMERICAN MINISTER, 
Constantinople: 

SrVAS1 February 3, 189S. 

Mr Herrick telegraphs from Marsovan that the new college building was destroyed 
Wednesday night by incendiary. 

JEWETT. 

On receipt of these despatches I at once called on his excellency 
Said Pasha, minister of foreign affairs, and made their contents known 
to him. His excellency informed me that he had just received infor­
mation of the destruction of the college building, and that steps would 
be taken at once to bring the guilty parties to justice, and that no pains 
would be spared by the Ottoman Government to protect the college 
from any outbreak that might be at.tempted. He expressed the opinion 
that the trouble had been caused by tlle Armenians in that section. I 
called his attention to the posting of inflammatory proclamations in 
Marsovan and the surrounding districts of Asia Minor on January 
6; one of said proclamations was posted on the college building and 
that the governor of the province, when his attention was called to 
it, said to the college authorities, "Yon done tllat." The college 
authorities applied at the post-office to l;>tuchase stamps in Marsovau, 
and were refused with the statement, " You used up your stamps in 
sending out these proclamations," showing to his excellency that the 
matter was not sudden or unexpected, but one that had been threatened 
since January 6. I informed his excellency that the property destroyed 
was the property of an American missionary society, and musL be pro­
tected at all hazards~ as well as the persons who are threatened; to all 
of which be agreed, and promised to have an investigation of the mat­
ter at once and to acquaint me with the result of such investigation, 
saying he hoped to be able to give me information in a very short time. 

It is unfortunate that neither the United States nor Great Britain 
has a consul or consular agent ne.ar the disturbed district. The near­
est United States consul is Jewett, at Sivas, which is distant from 
Marsovan about six clays travel or more. 

I have applied to Prince R.adolin, the German ambassador, asking 
him to instruct the German consul, Carlman, at Amassia, to investigate 
the matter of the burning of the college building at Marsovan, and to 
give all the protection in his power and make a report, Amassia being 
distant about six hours from Marsovan. This his highness readily 
agreed to do and he promised to telegraph the German consul at Amas­
sia such instructions. 

I felt authorized to take this course under my instructions from the 
State Department. In the meantime I shall have to wait for further 
information from the disturbed district. 

I have, etc., 

No. 30.] 

DAVID P. THOMPSON. 

Mr. Foster to Mr. Thompson. 

DEPARTMENT 01<, STATE, 
Washington, February 6, 1893. 

SIR: In connection wit.h instruction, No.3,* of 29th November last 
and other instructions to your legation relative to the position and the 
rights of American citizens resident in the Ottoman Empire, two of 

*See Foreign Relations, 1892, p. 609. 
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the more important of which are referred to in No.3, above mentioned, 
I now transmit for your information a copy of a letter from the foreign 
secretary of tlle American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mis­
sions relating especially to the status of American citizens residing 
there "who are engaged in religious and philanthropic work." 

I have informed l\ir. Smith that the three special matters of which he 
writes, viz, the domicil rights of these citizens, their subjection to 
arrest and detention, and their rights in property, appear to be covered 
by existing instructions. 

I am, etc., 
JOHN W. FoS1'ER. 

[Inclosure in No. 30.) 

Mr. Smith to M1·. Foster. 

AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS, 
CoNGREGATIONAL HousE, 1 SoMERSET STREET, 

Boston, Ji'cb1·um·y 2, 1893. 
DEAR SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge your favor of the 20th ultimo, relating 

to the lJOsition and rights of those American citizens residing in the Turkish Em- · 
pire who are engaged in religious and philanthropic work in behalf of the people of 
the Empire. 

Without attempting at this time to touch npou all the points in that communica­
tion that merit consideration, permit me to offer a few suggestions that seem to be 
called for a.t once. In the statement recently submitted to the Department of State, 
aml which was the occasion of your favor above acknowledged, the effort was cai·e­
fully made to gnard against the thoughb that we were aski11g protection for mission­
aries in their distinctively missionary work, such as preaching and teaching. We 
simply asked for protection in person and property for citizens of the United States 
who are missionaries, but who have not lost their citizenship or the rights that per­
tain thereto by becoming missionaries. It would be an entirely different question 
were they annoyed for preaching or teaching Chrh1tianity, or if any of the charges 
brought against them by the Turkish Government pertained to them in their mis­
sionary capacity. It is possible that in such a case appeal might be taken to the 
"freedom of worship" clause of the Berlin treaty to show that their act was no 
crime; but as no such charge has ever been made, no such appeal is taken. 

As far as we are aware no charge, actual or implied, has been preferred against 
these men, so that it is not a question of toleration or nontoleration of Christian 
instruction or of proselytism. These missionaries ask only the pro~ction in home, 
in person, and in property which other American citizens in that country enjoy, 
and which any American citizen would have a Tight to ask were he traveling 
through that country, or temporarily residing there with his family. They do not 
feel and we do not believe that our Government desires to maintain that by being 
missionaries they thereby sacrifice their rights to American protection in the above 
respects. They urge these three points: 

(1) In the matter of domicil righ'us there are treaty regulationH for entering aml 
searching the domicil of American citizens and ca-pturing and carrying away from 
tbe same private effects, and they only ask that these regulations be observed by the 
Turkish officials. 

(2) In the matter of personal arrest ancl detention there are treaty regulations 
that cover such cases, and the missionaries feel that they have a right to ask that 
these be observed in their case. 

(3) In the matter of the ownership of real estate, aml the erection of buildings 
upon the same, and the confiscation of personal pToperty by the Turkish Govern­
ment, they desire that only the rights in the premises which have been observed 
from of old in relations with foreigners, and some of which are covered by treaty or 
capitulation, be conceded to them, and that in these rights they be protected by 
their own Government. 

This is the protection that is asked, and it was to call the attention of our Gov­
ernment to these points that tbe recent memorial was prepared and sent to the 
Department of State. If there :ue no usages, capitulations, concessions, or treaties 
which cover the above cases, then we are ready to make direct and urgent appeal 
for the securing of adequate treaties, and ef the protection they should afford, at 
the earliest possible day. 

• 
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We shall hope soon to learn that our missionaries in Turkey are not mistaken in 
continuing to look to their Government for the protection which bas been enjoyed 
in the past, and which is accorded to American citizens in every country where the 
representatives of the Government are received. 

I am, etc., 
JUDSON SMITH, 

Foreign Sec1'ctary American Boa1·d of Corn·rnissioners for Foreign Missions. 

JJir. Thompson to lllr. Foster. 

No. 25.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED S1'ATES, 
Constantinople, February 6', 1893. (Received February 27.) 

SIR: I have the honor to inclose some extracts from letters I have 
from Cesarea, Asia Minor, which recent events that have occurred at 
Marsovan causes me to fear that trouble will occur at Cesarea unless 
means are taken at once to prevent it. 

(1) The populace are disposed to use violence towards all Christians 
indiscriminately. 

(2) The police have been fired upon at Beleyesi, 13 miles from Cesa­
rea, the governor has armed the populace and sent them to bring the 
villagers to terms-no news of result. 

(3) Populace in Cesarea attacked an Armenian who was bringing 
dried meat to market; took it away from him and divided it among 
the crowd; thereupon all the Christians closed their shops and :fled in 
panic. January 23. 

( 4) The Armenian teacher of the Cesarea high school was cut down 
with a sword by a ~tfohammedan in the street, who instantly ran away. 
The teacher who lives in Mr. Farnsworth's house has a deep gash 
across his face. This has so alarmed the students that they wish to 
go home. January 19. 

(5) Large numbers of Armenians are imprisoned and are put to 
torture in order to extract confessions. 

(6) An Armenian from London is said to be at the bottom of the 
trouble, but has not been found. 

(7) Government is doing well in trying ·to restrain unruly Moham­
medans, but matters are very near to a dangerous outburst of fanati­
cism. 

These statements come from a reliable source, and appear to be a 
part of the scheme connected with the posting of the incendiary proc­
lamations of January 6. 

I have called the attention of his excellency, Said Pasha, minister 
of foreign affairs, to them, and requested him to have the matter inves­
tigated, wit~ a view of preventing further trouble in the distracted 
district. 

I have also thought it advisable to cause the same information to be 
conveyed to British and German ambassadors, who are equally inter­
ested with the United States in proteeting the Christians in the dis­
turbed districts, and they each propose to take such action as will 
inform the Porte that the disturbances threatened must be prevented. 

I have, etc., 
DAVID P. THOMPSON, 

• 
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Mr. Thompson to Jfr. Foster. 

No. 27.) LEGATION OF THE UNITED STA1'ES, 
Constantinople, February 7, 1893. (Received February 27., 

SIR: I have the honor to report that I have received the following 
telegram from Jewett, U. S. consul at .Sivas: 

SrvAs, Febntm·y 6, noon . 
.Arnerican Ministm·, Constantinople: 

German vice-consul at Amassia telegra,phs it is necessary to come at once. I leave 
to-morrow morning. 

JEWETT. 

In view of the fact that it wHl take Jewett several dayR to reach Mar­
sovan I have not thought it advisable to dispense with the services of 
Carlman, German vice-consul at Amassia, at least until the arrival of 
Jewett at Marso van. 

There is no doubt but the aspect of affairs in that section is serious 
for the Christian population, and I have caned the attention of the Brit­
ish and German ambassadors to it, each of whom has promised active 
cooperation for the Christian population. 

I have, etc., 
DAVJiD P. THOMPSON. 

Mr. Tltornpson to Mr. Foster. 

No. 28.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Constantinople, February 8, 1893; (Received lYiarch 16.) 

SIR: From representations made to me by Consul Jewett, of Sivas, 
in regard to the destruction by :fire of the American college at Marso­
van, I have sent to him the inclosed letter of instructions. The only 
means I now have of obtaining information from the disturbed district 
is by telegraph. 

'l'he Turkish officiaJs claim that they have the right to open letters 
and examine them at any time when there is a disturbance in the sec­
tion of country the letters are sent to or from, and it is by no means 
certain this letter of instructions will reach Consul Jewett. 

I hope my action in sending this letter will be approved and also the 
telegram I have sent him to make the investigation thorough and 
complete. 

l have, etc., 
DAVID P. THOMPSON. 

[Inclosure in No. 28.] 

11fr. Thornpson to Mr. Jewett. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Constantinople, Febrttet1'Y 3, 1893. 

Sm: I have received two dispatches in relation to the destruction of the college 
building at Marsovan. I approve of your course in visiting Marsovan to investi­
gate the condition of affairs at that place and to determine the causes which led to 
the destruction of the building ·and imprisonment of the two native teachers; also 
the conduct of the governor of Marsovan and the attitnde of the officials generally 
towards the school. Make the investigation as thorough as possible, and so far as 



598 FOREIGN RELATIONS. 

is practicable act in concert with any person who may be appointed by the Porte to 
make the said investigations. 

I have prepared the following telegram, which I will send you to-morrow: "Make 
thorough investigation and report fully. Letters sent to you." 

1 have, etc., 
DAVID P. THOMI'SON. 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Foster. 

No. 29.1 LEGATION OF THE UNITED STA1'ES, 
Constantinople, February 9, 1893. (Received February 27.) 

SIR: I have the honor to report that Jewett, U. S. consul at Sivas, 
Asia Minor, left Sivas for Marsovan on the 7th of February. I have 
instructed him to make a thorough investigation of the troubles at that 
place and especially to investigate the burning of the college buildillg 
and imprisonment of two native teachers who were employed at the 
.Anatolian College, and to act if practicable, with the Turkish officials 
(who I have been informed by his excellency the minister of foreign 
affairs have been appointed for the purpose of making an investiga­
tion), aud report fully to me the result of such investigation. 

I have, etc., 
DAVID P. THOMPSON. 

Mr. Foster to Mr. Thompson. 

No. 31.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Wash,ington, February 9, 1893. 

SIR: I have received your No. 12, of the 7th ultimo, in which you 
report that in view of the Department's instruction, No. 18, of the 15th 
December last, in relation to the coming to the United States of the 
family of Hachik M. Michaelian, a naturalized citizen of the United 
States, and having satisfied yourself of Mrs. J\fichaelian's intention to 
come immediately to the United States to join her husband, you have 
issued to her a passport. 

Your action in this regard would appear to have exceeded the 
instructions contained in the Department's No. 18. In authorizing 
you to use your good offices to secure permission for Mr. Michaelian's 
family to leave Turkey, I contemplated your intercession, so far as 
might be practicable and proper, with the Ottoman authorities, whose 
inaction or prohibition was detaining Mrs. Michaelian and her children 
in Constantinople, at much expense and inconvenience to them. 

The legislation of the United States in regard to naturalization 
(Title XXX, Revised Statutes) is silent as to the naturalization of 
an alien wife by the husband's act in becoming naturalized. Section 
1994 (under Title XXV, in regard to citizenship) provides that ".Any 
woman who is now or may hereafter be married to a citizen of the 
United States, and who might herself be lawfully naturalized, shall be 
deemed a citizen." The decision of the Supreme Court in the case of 
Kelly v. Owen et al. (7 Wallace, 496) is to the efJ:'ect that the concur­
rence of the fact of marriage with the fact of the husband'R citizenship, 
whether native or by naturalization, operates ipso facto to naturalize 
the wife, she being a free white woman (or under present legislation also 
a person of ..African descent). 

It is to be noticed that this cited case, the three women, whose rights 
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were under consideration, were in this country at the time of their 
respective marriages. The decision on its own recital applies to parties 
within the jurisdiction of the United States at the time of their becom­
ing citizens by the existence of a state of marriage. 

In an opinion, June 4, 1874 (Ops. Attys. Gen., XIV, 402), Attorney­
General Williams, responding to inquiries put by Mr. Fish, then Sec­
retary of State, recites the above opinion and also two others (one 
being a North Carolina decision), concludes that the authorities he cites 
"go to the extent of holding that, irrespective of the time or place of 
marriage or the residence of the parties, any free white woman, not an 
alien enemy, married to a citizen of this country, is to be taken and 
deemed a citizen of the United States." 

Although not questioning the doctrine thus broadly enunciated, yet 
in view of the obstacles to claiming for the laws, judicial decisions, and 
executive opinions of the United States effective validity beyond the 
jurisdiction of the United States, this Department prudently refrains 
from asserting its application to the case of an alien wife continuing 
within her original allegiance at the time of her husband's naturali­
zation in the United States, inasmuch as the citizenship of the wife 
might not be effectively asserted as against any converse claim of the 
sovereignty w~thin which she has remained. The result woul<l naturally 
be a conflict of private international law, wherein the State within 
whose actual jurisdiction the wife remains might be found to have 
the practical advantage of the argument. 

As to the minor children of Mr. Michaelian, the case is clear. Sec­
tion 2172 provides that the children of persons who have been duly 
naturalized under any law of the United States, * * * being under 
the age of 21 years at the time of the naturalization of their parents, 
shall, if dwelling in the United States, be considerf'd as citizens thereof. 
Mr. Michae1ian's minor children have, admittedly, never dwelt in the 
United States at any time; and, following the uniform decisions of this 
Department, are not entitled to passports as citizens of the United 
States. It does not, however, seem advisable at present to qualify 
your action as regards Mrs. Michaelian or to disapprove your certifica­
tion of the citizenship of her minor children, for it may very probably 
turn out that your issuance of the passport in question wi~l have 

· resulted in permission for their departure from Turkish jurisdiction, 
and in such case it would be impossible for this Government to restore 
any of the parties to Ottoman control, even were the issuance of the 
passport admitted to be an. excess of authority on your part. 

Should the Turkish Government, however, contest the evid~nce of 
your passport, your good offices to present the equities of the situation 
would have to be reverted to, as originally contemplated in my instruc­
tion, No.18, of December 15,1892. If a favorable result be not attain­
able you should content yourself with referring any Turkish counter­
claim to the Department for instructions. 

I am, etc., 
JOHN W. FOSTER. 

llf r. Thompson to lift·. Foster. 

No. 30.] LEGATION OF 'l'HE DNI'l'ED S'rATES, 

Constantinople, February 14, 1893. (Received March 7.) 
SIR: I have the honor to transmit to you communi~ations which 

have been addressed by me to hi:; excellency the minister of foreign 
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affairs on the subject of the censorship of the Ottoman Government 
and the printing of Christian publications in Turkey, showing the 
injustice of such censorship. 

I also send you examples of the mutilations of publications which 
have been made, which, as you will observe, render them of no value 
for religious instruction. 

I hope my action in this matter will meet with your approval. 
I have, etc., 

DA..VID P. THOMPSON. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 30.] 

Mr. Th01npson to Said Pasha. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Constantinople, Feb1·um·y 14, 1893. 

ExcELLENCY: I have the honor to call the attention of your excellency to the 
matter of the publication of books by the European Turkey Mission of the American 
Board for Foreign Missions, using the Bulgarian language, and the long delay that 
is caused by the censorial department to which it is necessary that these books 
should pass before being published. 

The delay in that department is so great that but one form in three weeks is all 
that is passefl, and for seventeen months but twenty-five forms have been passed by 
the censor of the books of commentaries of the New Testament. These forms con­
tain sixteen pages each. At the present rate of examination it will require ten 
years to publish the three proposed volumes. I would most respectfully urge your 
excellency to cause a sufficient number of persons to be placed on this censorship as 
to pass at least one form per week. 

It is very evident also that the present censor is incompetent to do the work, 
because of the matter stricken ont by him, which would not be done were he com­
petent to rightly interpret the Bulgarian language. I would most earnestly urge 
the attention of your exce1lency to the importance of appointing a mixed commis­
sion to pass as censors of these publications, and that, as they are wholly concerning 
the Christian Religion, a member of that denomination be placed on the commission. 
The publications of this society are wholly of a religious character, either the Bible 
itself or Christian history and religious commentaries, and your excellency will 
readily see the necessity of a censor who is not only well acquainted with the Bul­
garian language, bnt also with the character of the subject to be examined. 

The appointment by your excellency of such a commission as I have suggested, 
to examine the publications of all Christian books, would not be an innovation to 
have Christian readers for purely Christian literature, because such a provision, I 
am informed, was at one time made when the board of censorship was instituted. 
At first representatives from all the Christian bodies were on the council of the 
department, and purely Christian works were first read by Christian readers and 
then submitted to the mixed commist~ion, composed of Mohammedans antl Christians. 
I would again most earnestly urge your excellency to cause this commi'lsion to be 
again appointed to examine those Christian books, so as to expedite their publica­
tion, because, as must be apparent to your excellency, the rate of publication which 
is now rendered possible by the uelays of the censor amounts to virtual prohibi­
tion in its results. 

I hope Your Excellency will give this subject the attention its importance 
deserves. 

I inclose to your excelJency a few examples of the mutilations of the publica­
tions, showing the absurdity of the work of the censors, ancl there are hundreus of 
others equally as damaging to these publications, and which I feel sure wonld not 
be objected to by your excellency, if properly examined 1Jy a competent censor. 

Please accept, etc., 
DAVID P. THOMPSON, 

/ 
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[Inclosure 2 in No. 30.] 

Mess1·s. Spence and Dwight to M1'. Thompson. 

CONSTANTINOPLE, December 11!, 1891!. 
SIR: Remembering the many declarations of the Imperial Ottoman Government 

which provide religious liberty for its subjects of all classes, and gladly bearing in 
mind also the many instances in which the Government has shown by its measures 
at once the sincerity of these declarations and the liberal interpretation which it 
places upon them, we venture to beg your attention to a state of affairs in connection 
with the censorship of Christian religious books; which amounts to the refusal of 
essential religious privileges to the Protestants of the Empire. 

The duties of the censors of the press, as defined by law, relate to the prevention 
of publications politically or morally bad. Latterly we are informed by various 
Protestant societies engaged iu the publication of religious literature in Turkey, the 
censors, departing from the usage of the past, have extended their sphere to include 
the destructive modification of religious books of an absolutely unexceptionable 
character. Some of these censors appear to be unacquainted with Christian doc­
trine, and some unable to understa,nd the language of the books upon which they 
are expected to render judgment. The result is a painful trifling with things held 
sacred by all Chrit~tians. 1'he exposition of Holy Scripture in commentaries ~as 
been restricted; statements of Christian doctrine in books for the instruction of 
Chri::~tians have been erased or changed; the quotation, in religious works, of the 
words of Scripture requisite for proof or illustration of doctrine, has been subjected 
to the will of the censor; single words or phrases in purely religious works have 
been suppressed, without regard to their context, on the ground that in some other 
context these words might be used with political significance; the use of some of 
the ordinary Scriptural titles of our Lord Jesus Christ has been forbidden; and even 
the printing of religious books has been objected to on the ground that since Chris­
tians are graciously allowed to use the Holy Bible, they need no other uooks of 
religion. 

Appeal from the decisions of the censors is practically unavailing, since there is no 
one in the council of censure to urge the injustice and needless hardship of such 
decisions upon the attention of the Mohammedan members of the council. 

We inclose herewith (Inclosure A) some examples of this interference with Pro­
testant religious books by the censors, and we beg special attention to the destruc­
tive mutilation of the Commentary on the New Testament in Bulgarian, practiced 
by the Censor Vehmi Effendi, and to the refusal of the censors to permit the publi­
cation for the Armenian and Greek Protestant Bible classes in the Empire (number­
ing over 16,000 members) of the index list, in Armenian, Armeno-Turkish, aml 
Greco-Turkish to the lessons from Holy Scripture prepared uy the British Sunday 
School Union for the year 1893. 

A fundamental principle of Protestant usage in all lands is the untrammeled study 
of the Holy Bible, with all accessible aids to the mastery of its 1·equirements by all 
the mem hers of the community, as a means to moral and spiritual culture. Religious 
literature of an expository, doctrinal, and devotional character, applying the prin­
ciples of Holy Writ to life and conduct, is an inseparable element of the exercise of 
religion among Protestants. Any refusal of permi~sion to publish such purely 
religious literature is therefore a direct denial to Protestants of the right to exercise 
their religion. We do not question in any way the suppression of political matter 
deemed injurious by the Government, nor do we claim any relaxation of the rule 
against the publication in religious works of controversial attacks upon other creeds. 
But we do claim, and we believe that the claim will be admitted as just by all fair 
minds, that no obstacle may be placed in the way of the. publication for Christians in 
Turkey of the religions books in use among their coreligionists abroad. Such inter­
ferences with the liberty to pursue religions culture as we have here set forth are 
incompatible with the imperial edicts granting to Christians in Turkey freedom to 
exercise their religion. 

We do not hesitate to presume upon your interest in this freedom of the exercise 
of religion. Its intrinsic importance is nearly equaled in Turkey by its relation to 
the peaceful progress of the Bmpire. Friendly representations to the Sublime Porte 
in behalf of its maintenance have often been made by your predecessors with benifi­
cent results. Hence, in last resort, we venture to beg that you will take into con­
sideration the propriety of pointing out to the Ottoman Government the unhappy 
impression whiCh must be produced upon the people of Europe and America by the 
acts of petty officials which rightly or wrongly will be interpreted as attempts to 
hinder Christians in the study of the basis of their own religion. And our sugges­
tion would be that 1·epresentations be made to the Sublime Porte in the direction of 
securing, besides the obvious and urgent requirement that quotations from Scripture 
in 1·eligious books be protected from the hands of the censors, the further desider-
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atum that ceiJSors charged with the control of religious works of Christian origin 
should be themselves Christians, competent by education and experience for the 
duty, and able to avoid the · mistake of characterizing the ordinary doctrines of 
Christianity as unwarrantable or prohibiting them as pernicious. 

In behalf of the Constantinople branch of the Evangelical Alliance. 
DAVID BROWN SPENCE, P1·esident. 
HENRY 0. DWIGHT, Secretm·y. 

[Inclosure A.] 

EXAMPLES OF THE MUTILATION OF RELIGIOUS BOOKS. 

In the Bulgarian Commentary on the New Testament, from . the exposition of tbe 
words, "Prepare ye the way of the Lord" (Matt., iii, 3), the following was stricken 
out: 

"Reference is here made to the sending of men before a king or general to remove 
any obstacles that may be in the way along which be is to pass, to repair the road, 
to level its steep places, and so to make it suitable for the king or the army to pass 
along." 

On the words, "The kingdom of Heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take 
it by force" (Matt., xi, 12), the following was stricken out: 

"The kingdom of Heaven snffereth violence like a fortified place; but not because 
it itself is surrounded by a wall, but because men themselves are beset by sins and 
prejudices, so that only those who strive-the earnest, the zealous, those who 
hunger and thirst after righteousness, and who are ready to take up the cross and 
follow Christ-are able to seize it or enter therein." · 

On the words of the Je.ws at the trial of Jesus, "His blood be upon us and our 
children" (Matt., xxvii, 25), the following was stricken out: 

"And how completely these words were fulfilled in the later history of the nation. 
Forty years after these events many of these same people and thousands of their 
children died in the siege of Jerusalem from the sword, famine, and pestilence. So, 
also, thousands suffered the same death which they were inflicting on Jesus. So 
large was the number of those condemned to crucifixion that Josephus says there 
was no room for the crosses, nor crosses enough for those condemned. And from 
that time to this day the nation has been left to suffer many heartless persecutions 
at the hands of various enemies." 

On the phrase "The Queen of the South" (Matt., 12:42) the following explana­
tion of the position of Sheba was stricken out: 

"A land in southern Arabia, abounding in gold, precious stones, and spices." 
This censor insists that the scriptural phrase ''Kingdom of Christ '' may no~ be 

used by Christians, and that Jesus Christ may not be called King in the scriptural 
sense. 

Wherever the word Jew occurs, Vehmi Effendi strikes it out, making nonsense of 
the context. For instance in the following examples, the words in italics are ordered 
to be erased: ".Josephus' Jewihh Antiquities;" "Golgotha is a word in the Heb1·ew 
tongue;" "Many Jews were settled at Cyrene, in Africa;" "But some think that it 
was only a Jewish idea that these persons were possessed with devils;" "According 
to Jewish law." 

The unfitness of this censor to be given the decision of what matter shall be per­
mitted to enter the religious instruction of Christians needs no further proof. Yet 
pages might be filled with similar examples of his work. Upon complaint beiug 
made of these meaningless mutilations of a valuable book, Vehmi Effendi informed 
his superiors that these phrases were violent attacks on the Jewish religion. The 
destructive meddling of this censor with the commentary on the gospel of St. Mat­
thew has already delayed its publication for a whole year, and it may he found nec­
essary on acMunt of this obstructiveness to abandon the plan of giving the Bulgarian 
people the commentary for which so many are r·eady to subscribe. 

'l'lie index list of the Bible lessons for 1893 is simply a table of contents prepat'e(l 
by the British Sunday School Union, compressed into the smallest possible space, 
and containing no word of comment. The censors have refuse<l to permit the publi­
cation of this index list unless some :fifty of the titles are erased, or modified into a 
form at variance with the ma-tter of the lessons, or expanded to a degree impossible 
in a brief table of contents. The following are typical specimens of the requirements 
of the censors: 

St. Luke, 4:14-21, "Gospel liberty." The word "liberty" must he erased. 
Jeremiah 33:7-16, "Sorrow turned to joy." This title must be suppressed. 
Haggai 2 :1-9, "Encouraging the people." This title, which refers to the Divine 

encouragement given to the people in the work of rebuilding the temple in the days 
of Zerubbabel, must be erased. · 
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Psalm 33:10-22, "Wicked devices frustrated." This title must be stricken out. 
Esther 4:1-9, "Sorrow in the palace." This title must be suppressed. 
Romans 4:1-8, "Saved by grace." This title must be modi tied to read "Saved 

from sin by grace." 
Psalm 38: 8-15, ''Hope in distress." This title must be suppressed. 
Joshua 1:1-9, "Fear not." This title can not be allowed. 
Romans 8:31-39, "Rejoicing in persecution." This title must be erased. 
Romans 15:25-33, "A benevolent object." This title can not be allowed to stand 

unless th@ object is stated. If a full statement of the object is made and it is found 
to be compatible with the interests of the Ottoman Empire, the title will be allowed 
to stand with its explanation. 

The titles of religious books in common use throughout Christendom are often 
prohibited and often modified to suit Mohammedan ideas. Of such are the titles of 
Prof. Drummond's The Greatest Thing in the World, and Montfort's The Divine 
Name, The Law Still Binding, etc. In each of these cases the title of the work 
was spoiled by the prejudice or incompetence of the censors. 

Mr. Wharton to JJ[r. Thompson. 

[Telegram.] 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, February 27, 1893. 

Mr. Wharton telegraphs Mr. 'Ihompson that the incident at Marso­
van is so grave as to warrant his making earnest representations to the 
Turkish Government and in availing himself of the cooperation of the 
representatives of Germa11y and Great Britain to secure the repression 
of disorders, the puuishment of offenders, and the protection of lifQ and 
property. 

Mr. Th01npson to JJfr. Foster. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
Constantinople, February 28, 1893. (Received March 16.) 

No. 39.] 

SIR: l have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your No. 31, 
dated February 9, 1893, in which my action in issuing a passport to the 
family of Hachik M. Michaelian, a naturalized citizen of the United 
States, is disapproved by the State Department. 

In your No. 18 of the 15th of December, 1892, I was directed to use 
my "good offices" to assist Mrs. Michaelian and family in joining her 
husband in the United States. My reason for issuing said passport 
was because of the fact that such a course is recognized by the Otto­
man Code in relation to the families of citizens of foreign countries, and 
reads as follows: 

Legislation Ottomane, Vol. I. 
Law on Ottoman Nationality, p. 7, art. 7. 
The Ottoman woman who marries a foreigner may, if she becomes a widow, recover 

her quality as an Ottoman subject by making her declaration to that effect within 
the three years that follow the death of her husband. Anyhow, this provision is 
applicable to her person; her real estates are submitted to the general laws a.n(l 
regulations which govern them. 

The case of Mrs. Michaelian appeared to be one covered by the above 
provision, and her passport is recognized by the Turkish authorities. 
As a matter of course your decision in this case will be the rule in issu­
ing passports in similar caseR hereafter. Yet, under my instructions 
from the Department in this case to use my" good offices" in securing 
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to this woman and family a right to be allowed to leave Turkey to join 
her husband, who was a citizen of the United States, it was most easily 
aud effectively done by issuing a passport that was recognized by the 
Turkish authorities under the above quoted law. 

I have, etc., 

No. 44.] 

DA. VID P. THOMPSON. 

Mr. Wharton to Mr. Thompson. 

DEP A.RTMENT OF STA.~I'E, 
Washington, March 1, 1893. 

Sir: Your dispatch No. 24, of the 5th ultimo, did not reach the 
Department until the 27th. Your later dispatches on the same subject, 
Nos. 25, 27, and 29 of February 6, 7, and 9, respectively, have also been 
received. 

In view of the serious apprehensions aroused by the wanton destruc­
tion of the Anatolian College at Marsovan, and by the perturbed con­
dition of that region of Armenia lest these outbreaks against foreigners 
may spread beyond control and imperil the lives and property of peace­
able American citizens, I cordially approve your overtures for the 
coincident action of your British and German colleagues looking to 
affording protection to foreigners residing in that distant and isolated 
country. 

The visit of Mr. Jewett to the scene of disturbance. in obedience to 
the intimation of the German vice-consul at Amassia, is approved, and 
you will instruct Mr. Jewett to submit a statement of such proper 
expenses as he may actually and necessarily incur in the line of the 
duty' thus suddenly devolving upon him, for adjustment by the Depart­
ment. 

You will continue your urgent representations to the minister for 
foreign affairs, and in the proper case to the grand vizier also, claim­
ing the immediate adoption of repressive aud punitive measures which 
shall enforce due respect for the persons and property of American cit­
izens in Armenia, as in any other part of the Ottoman dominions, and 
secure for them due reparation for such injuries as they may snfl'er 
through the failure of the authorities to afford them adequate protec­
tion and prompt redress. A state of things so alarming and so calcu­
lated to impair the confidence of this Government in the ability of Tur­
key to maintain order and security within its territory, can not long 
continue without a grave responsibility resting upon the Imperial Gov­
ernment. 

I am, etc., 
WILLIAM F. WHAI~TON, 

A.cUng Secretary. 

Mr. Thompson to llfr. Foster. 

No. 41.] LEGA.'l'ION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Constantinople, March 1, 1893. (Received March 16.) 

SIR: I have the honor to transmit to you for your information copy 
of a report made by Consul Jewett to Consul-General Hess, and which 
the latter has sent to me. 
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On receipt of this report I called on the minister for foreign affairs 
and furnished him with a copy of Consul Jewett's report, which he asked 
might be furnished him. 

I protested to him most earnestly against the manner in which the 
examination at Marsovan was being conducted and informed him that 
what I wanted was to ascertain the cause of the destruction of the build­
ing, whether by incendiary or accident; if the latter, who the guilty par­
ties were and the causes that led to the same; that in the examination 
of witnesses the consul and his dragoman should be present, that wit­
nesses should not be intimidated, and that the examination should be 
conducted with a view of showing who the guilty parties are, and if it 
was of incendiary origin. I also informed him that letters were opened 
before being delivered and in some cases not delivered after being opened, 
and that such interference with correspondence would not be tolerated 
without my most determined protest. 

On receipt of this report from Jewett I had a conference with the 
British and German ambassadors in regard to the matter, and each of 
them promised active cooperation in taking such steps as would insure 
protection to the Christian population and the American schools and 
teachers in the disturbed district. The German ambassador asked me 
for a copy of the report, which I gave him, because he had been very 
willing to have the German consul at Amassia go to Marsovan at the 
time of the burning of the college building and do everything in his 
power for the protection of American interests at that place, which, 
however, was not required, because of the arrival of our own consul at 
Marsovan. 

The minister of foreign affairs promises me such reports as he obtains 
from Marsovan as soon as received by him. In the meantime I will 
instruct Jewett to remain at Marsovan until the investigation is com­
plete. 

I have, etc., 
DAVID P. THOMPSON. 

[Inclosure in No. 41.] 

.M1·. Jewett to Mr. Hess. 

[Written at Marsovan.] 

No. 16.] CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES AT SIVAS. 

SIR: In accordance with my dispatch No. 15, I left Sivas on the 7th instant and 
arrivecl here on the 12th. 

I :find affairs in a very critical condition, and much anxiety is felt by the American 
citizens here. 

Since the posting of inflammatory placards of January 5 there has existed at 
Marsovan a state closely resembling that of siege .. Hundreds of arrests of Arme­
nians have been made in this region. People do not dare to open their shops. Trade 
is largely stopped. Houses are searched right and left. The streets are patrolled 
night and day by large numbers of police. Communication by letter and telegraph 
is largely prohibited. Persons leaving the city are searched for letters. All this is 
calculated to stir up excitement and lead to violence and a.ll seems to be done with 
an evil intent. Hosref Pasha, who:was charged by the vali to investigate affairs in 
a friendly way and to protect American interests, seems to be acting in a contrary 
manner. There is plenty of testimony reported that he has expressed great ani­
mosity toward the college and has expressed also his determination to destroy it. 
Before the burning of the college building such threats were reported, and since 
then they have been repeated. Yesterday we learned on good authority that there 
was an effort being made to get or compel Armenians in large numbers to sign a 
paper stating that the college was the cause of all the tronble, a hotbed of revoln­
ionary ideas and must be destroyed. 
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In this connection I would sta,te that at Amassia I was informed that the chief of 
police of that city made the statement that he had no confidence in the zapties sent 
there by Hosref Pacha, because he knew they were sent there with iustrnctions t,o 
set fire, and his opinion was confirmed, shortly after by an attempt at burning the 
Government bnilding. 

Every means seems to be used to f:1lsify the truth and ma,ke out a case against the 
college teachers who were arrestotl and against the college. 'Ve are told of the most 
corrupt means being usctl to maunfacture evidence to criminate the teachers, and to 
show that the placards were ma.nnfactured at the college. , 

As far as I have been able to substantiate the facts, they are as reported to the 
minister in the letter sent from here February 4. 

It seems to me that there can be little improvement in the condition of affairs until 
a change is made in the means and methods used in the so-called investigations. 

The facts, as reported to me by the vali at Sivas, as having been reported to him, 
I believe to be false. 

The attitude of the missionaries towards those making the investigation has been 
most circumspect, judicious, and, so far as could be, friendly. 

The missionaries are fully loyal to the Goverument and want an honest and fair 
investigation. They have not opposed the officers in the discharge of their duty as 
has been represented to the vali, and they have stated to the authorities that if any 
of their teachers had been guilty of disloyalty to the Government or had been con­
cerned in any revolutionary scheme they should suffer the just penalty of their 
~m~. . 

The building which was burned was owned for the coJlege in the name of Dr. 
Melcom (the college physician or member of the faculty, anrl one of the local board of 
directors) because he could get the laud at a more reasonable price tha11 the Ameri­
cans could and because he could obtain a building permit more reaclily. There is 
reason to believe that the purposes and real ownership of the building were well 
known to the authorities. 

Detailed plans of a school building were submitted to the proper authorities when a 
building permit was asked for. Walls were built incorporating tlte new purchase 
with the old college grounds. Building supplies were l>ronght through the college 
grounds a.ml bought by the college purchasing agent. A Government scribe applied 
to the missionaries to sell them a water sn11ply for the new building and the malmn­
diri stated on the college grounds in tlte presence of several-witnesses that the build­
ing, although in the name of the doctor, belonged to the college and was part of the 
college property. 

I have not yet received the letter of the minister which he telegraphed on the 7th 
he had sent me. I would be glad to have instructions as full and detailed as pos­
sible. 

I hope you will acquaint the minister with all the important facts contained in 
my dispatches at your earliest convenience. 

FEBRUARY 15. 
A demand js made by the authorities for one of the employes, the gate-keeper, 

whose domicile is on the college grounds. They claim that they want simply to 
examine him, but there is little doubt that they wish to get him into their hands 
and imprison him. 

The kaimakam refused to promise that he would not be imprisoned. 
It is currently reported that charges are made against him w:P.ich are unjust, 

unreasonable, and absurd. Knowing the malignity and unprincipled charactffi' of 
the examiners, I think I shall be right in refusing to let him be delivered up. I 
would like immediate instructions on this point. 

Tltere is no doubt that the officers will try to make capital of the fact that I oppose 
them, but I am of the opiuion that I shall be right in refusing to allow the arrest of 
any one residing on the college grounds under the existing cireumstances. 

I send this despatch by special messenger in order to insure your receiving it as 
soon as possible. · 

I am, etc., 

[No. 42.] 

M.A. JEWETT, 
U. S. Consul. 

JJlr. Thompson to Mr. Foster. 

LEGA'l'ION OF 'l'HE UNITED STATES, 
Const.J~ntinople, March 1, 1893. (Received March 16.) 

SIR: I have the honor of transmitting a copy of my second letter of 
instructions to Consul Jewett at Marso van, as I was informed by him 
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that my letter of instructions to him, dated February 3, had 11ot 
reached him, neither had his letters which he sent me on February 4, 
11, and 14 reached me, although the mails were not interrupted by 
the severe weather to any considerable extent . 

.A.s you wiU observe, I have instructed him to allow the gate-keeper 
of the college to be examined by the Turkish authorities on the condi­
tion that he shall not be imprisoned unless found guilty of some crime, 
and that he (the consul) should .be allowed to be present to cro~s­
exarniue witnesses at the examination. 

It will be understood the college authorities have no disposition to 
shield any criminal, but, on the contrary, wish the examination to be 
as thorough as possible, but to be done in a legal and just manner. 

I have, etc., 
D.A. VID P. THOMPSON. 

[Inclosure in No. 42 .] 

Mr. Thompson to ~!Jir. Jewett. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Constantinople, Ji'ebrum·y 28, 1893. 

SIR: I am in receiptofyonrs of the 17th instant to me, and of yours to theconsnl­
g-eneral of the 14th a,nd 15th, of which he has given me copies and asked me for 
instructions. -

In my instructions to you of Febrnary 3, sent to :Marsovan in rare of t-he Anatolian 
College, you were instructed to make an investigation of the causes of the destruc­
tion of the college building by fire; also to examine into the attitude of the officials 
generally towards the school. 

I will now add, in addition to my saicllett~r of February 3, that yon ascertain the 
causes which led to the imprisonment of two native teachers of the college; the 
threats that have been made by the Tnrkish officials of Marsovan, and their attitude 
generally towards the school, and to obtain all the evidence you can as to the knowl­
edge the said Turkish officials had of the ownership of the ground on which the 
building stoocl; if intimidation has been used towards witnesses by the authori­
ties during the investigation. 

The object of this investigation il:l for the purpose of ascertaining whether the 
building was destroyed by an incendiary or by accident; whether threats have been 
111ade by the officers of the Turkish Government against the prof:erty and persons of 
the missionaries awl schools, and to take such evidence as wi 1 tend to determine, 
with as much certainty as possilJle, whether the building was destroyed by accident 
or by an incendiary, and, if the latter, the causes which led to it. 

I hope yon will take such evidence as will tend to show whether there are any 
grounds for the assertion that is being made that the incendiary proclamations 
which were distributed on the night of January 5, 1893, originated and were manu­
factured in the college building~, or were in any manner the work of the teachers 
employed at the school, as is claimed to be the case by the Turkish officials; and 
when so engaged, to act with the Turkish officials in obtaining such evidence ifthey 
are disposed to aid you in such investigations. 

You will allow tho gatekeeper to be taken before the proper officers on condit,ion 
that you are to be present at his examination and to der11and the right to cross­
examine him, and that he must not be imprisoned unless he shall have been found 
guilty of some criminal act by the evidence produced. You will inform the Turkish 
officials of your earnest protest against evidence taken by them in any way a.Ji'ect­
ing the American college or the college officials in any manner unless yon are pres­
ent and be givf'n permission to cross-examine the witnesses in all cases. 

You will also protest against all attempts to intimidate witnesses. Keep such a 
record of the proceedings as will enable you to make a correct report to me, that I 
may transmit copies to the Department of State. 

I have not received your letters of February 3 and 14. 
I have, etc., 

DAVID P. THOMPSON, 
U. S. Minisfet'. 
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JJfr. :thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

No. 47.] LEGATION OF 'l'HE UNI'I'ED STATES, 
Constantinople, .March 7, 1893. (Received March 27.) 

SrR: I have the honor to inclose to you the report of Consul Jewett, 
who had been instructed by me to make a thorough investigation of 
the troubles at Marsovan in Asia Minor, to investigate the causes of the 
burning of the new school building and the general attitude of the 
authorities of the Ottoman Government at that place towards the school 
and teachers, to ascertain everything practicable that would make his 
report thorough and conclusive. 

I have acquainted the British and German ambassadors with the 
result of the examinations and investigations of Consul Jewett, so they 
may be informed of the character of the Ottoman officials at that place, 
their attitude towards the school established there and towards Chris­
tians generally. I have had an interview with his exce1leucy the min­
h;ter of foreign affairs here, and made known to him the substance 
of the report made by Consul Jewett. He intimated to me be would 
like to be satisfied that the incendiary placards which were posted 
throughout a great portion of Asia Minor on the night of .January 5 
were not printed at the Anatolian College at Marsovan, and that au 
examination of the premises would allay the suspicion in that locality. 

He also sent his chief clerk, N oury Bey, to me with a request that 
I authorize a search to be made of the college to ascerta,jn if arms 
were not stored there as well as ammunition. This I refused to allow, 
but proposed to authorize Consul Jewett to act with the public prose­
cutor who had been appointed by his excellency to investigate the 
causes which had led to the burning of the college building, the threats 
made by Hosref Pasha, who is the chief the police force, and the whole 
subject, with permission to be present to examine witnesses and to 
cross-examine them; also that witnesse~ should not be imprisoned for 
giving testimony, and when this was completed the college buildings 
and buildings on the ground might be examined to ascertain whether 
there was evidence to show that the placards were printed at the col­
lege; also to ascertain whether an amount of arms sufficient to be a 
menace to the peace of the town was stored in the college buildings; 
but under no consideration should Hosref Pasha or any of his gend­
armes be present, and that not more than five or six persons should be 
allowed to accompany Consul Jewett and the public prosecutor, or 
such official as might be selected to make the examination. 

I informed his excellency that I had such information as showed to 
me that Hosref Pasha was a bad man; that he had been convicted of 
brigandage; that he had been guilty of the crime of murder, and that 
he was a most unfit man to be trusted in any capacity, and I earnestly 
protested against his having anything to do with the investigation, 
to which his excellency finally agreed, and promised to have a telegram 
drawn up for my examination to be sent by us to the public prosecutor 
and Consul Jewett, authorizing them to act together in making this 
investigation. 

I also stated to his excellency the examination should ·proceed with­
out delay, and that the ownership of the building destroyed was cov­
ered by the second paragraph of section 3 of the proclamation of the 
President of the United States of the protocol of June 10, 1869. 

I beg to state that I find great difficulty in keeping up proper com­
munications with Consul Jewett, and that by post and telegraph many 
of our letters to each other fail to reach their destination. 
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I submit Consul Jewett's report with -the request tbat I be informed 
by telegraph of the decision of the Department as regards my instruc­
tions in tbis matter. 

I have, etc .. 
DAVID P. THOMPSON. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 47.] 

]j£r. Je11:elt to Mr. Thompson. 

CONSULATE OF THE UNITl<~D STATES AT SIVAS, 
Written at Marsovan, February 21, 1893. 

SIR: Your letter of the 12th instant to Dr. Herrick, in which you say I have been 
instructed to send you a full report of affairs here, was recci ved yesterday afternoon. 
That was the first real intimation of your wishes that I have received. 

Your telegram of the 7th I could not fully understaY.d, and your letter of the 7th 
has not reached me yet. The insecurity of letters is indicative of our own inse- • 
curity. 

I have hastened to prepare a report of the state of affairs here and of the events 
which have taken place. The difficulty of getting direct evidence is very great 
while the present state of affairs continues. Practically, no men dare to openly 
testify, for they know that a word is sufficient to send them to prison. ·when the 
present high-handed injustice is stopped I think testimony in abunclance will be 
obtainable to prove all the claims made in the letter of the 4th instant and subse­
quent letters. 

The facts which I present to you in this letter it seems to me form a sufficient 
basis for strong and immediate diplomatic action. 

My letters Nos.16 and 17 to the consul-general, and my lett-er to you of the 17th 
instant, giving a copy of my letter to the Vali, are hereby confirmed. 

I incorporate the statements made by the missionaries an<l signed by them, as a 
part of this dispatch and a part of my report, and I believe the statements made by 
them are true and reliable. 

The case is presented in a somewhat disconnected manner, partly from the haste 
with which it is prepared, but I think you will be able to see the logical unity Qf 
the statements made. 

The theory as to the origin of the movement expressed by me some weeks ago in a 
letter to the consul-general still seems quite reasonable to me. That the former Vali 
is in some way connected with it seems to me probable. The present Vali said that 
placards were posted in Circassian villages where no one but the Hakim or Kaima­
kam could read them; Mencloneh Bey stopped several days near Marsovan arter his 
dismissal and while on his way to Constantinople. Those who are most bitter 
against the college are his creatures. The wideness and simultaneous distribution 
of placards indicate management and organization. 

Hosref's wife stated on or about F.~brnary 4 that eight letters from Mendoneh 
Bey had just arrived for Hosref Pasha. The Kaimakam of Marsovan said to Mr. N. 
that he received a telegram on February 3 saying placa,rcls will be posted and to be 
careful. 

When the placaw1s were handed to the Kaimakam he immediately said they 
originated at the college. It was common report, amounting to certainty, that 
HosrefPasha used violent and threatening language against the college and said he 
would destroy it. 

Mr. N. testifies that he heard Turks st1y that Hosref Pasha said that he would 
destroy the college. 

Another man told Mr. N. that HosrefPasha said all the trouble came from the col­
lege. 

P. says, Hosref Pasha said to him, "I know all these things came from the col­
lege; if it is not destroyed there will be no end to this trouble.'' 

Mr. N. further testifies that it was common talk in the market previous to the fire, 
that Hosref Pasha was going to destroy the college. His brother in Amassia asked 
his servant the clay before the fire if the college had been burned f He says that 
during the fire he heard people say, "We must no go there, Hosref Pasha is burning 
the building.'' 

A reliable man· told Mr. N. that the Greek family living on the property adjoining 
the college property, saw about 50 Georgian Mouhagias, dressed and armed like Zap­
ties, near the college wall during the fiTe. 

Alb. testifies that the Kaimakam asked him to take a telegram to Hosref Pasha. 
When he came to the door he heard loud talking within, a,nd he heard Hosref Pasha 

FR--39 
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say: "There is no other way, we must set fire; we must destroy that place." He 
says the fact was well known thnt Hm:nef Pasha distrilmte(l Government rifles to 
the Monhagias about the time of the fire. He saw soldiers going away from the fire 
after it was nearly or quite over; he says it is reported that the Monhagias talk of 
the fact that they were armed lly Hosref Pasha, and were present at the fire, and 
that they say they were there with instructions to :fire if there was any rising of the 
students or any insult to the Pnsha. . 

F. testifies that he got up when he heard the noise of the fire, went out on the 
street, and heard people say, "Hosref Pasha set this fire and we ha<l better keep 
away." Later he heard a Turk say, "Hosref Pasha burnecl this building, when he 
burns the rest perhaps his heart will be satisfied." · 

He further declares that now Turks and Armenians universally believe Hosref 
Pasha was the author or inst,igator of the fire. 

A wt•tchman tells him that on the night of the :fire, Hosref Pnsha, the Malmudiri, 
and others, took dinner at KaleL Effe11di's house. At alJout 5 o'clock at night (Tk) 
(about 11.30 p. m., Emopean) a dozen armed men with their faces covered with 
dark cloth were at tlw house of Kaleb Effenui. After that be heard noise inside as 
of men doing something with guns. People of the neighbol'hood were frightened 
at the noise and went elsewhere to sleep. Later (time uncertain) he saw five armed 

• men and three unarmed rneu leave the house and go up the street and turn a corner 
away from the Government building·and in the direction of the college. They car­
ried no light. 

Testimony of college watchman to me. 

Three days before the fire, while standing at the outer gate about 3 p.m. (Tk), he 
saw about a dozen armed men pass by talking among themsehes; he heard one of 
them say with oaths, "These uuildings do not get burned." Next day he talked 
with the cook about it and said there should be more watchmen. He discovered the 
fire when he was near the upper gate and ran down to the burning building; says 
fire burst out very rapidly. Hosref Pasha sent for him; be went out of the gate 
with him and the chief of police, Gukmen. Hosref Pasha left while fire was at its 
height; Gukmen took him and went along outside of th3 wall, ostensibly looking 
for foot-tracks, but the snow was all trodden down in the places where they went. 
While going along the wall he saw quite a company of armed men, perhaps 50, drawn 
up near a low place in the wall. He saw them march along towards the upper gate. 
He was taken to the Government house and examined by Hosref Pasha. Among 
other things the pasha said to him, "The missionaries had ammunition and powder 
stored in that building, and some students went there to smoke; they set fire to 
some powder, caused an explosion, and thus fired the building." 

After the examination he heard the pasha say through a half open door, "Pity all 
the buildings had not burned/' Says the pasha had a club brought in and tried by 
threatening, to make him make false statements. 

Mrs. Riggs was awakened by the light of the fire; dressed hurriedly, and as soon 
as she was dressed, or perhaps before being fully dressed, she saw Hosref Pasha 
enter the grounds. 

There is abundant and overwhelming indirect testimony that most corrupt meth­
ods are employed to manufacture false evidence. Pour men have promised to-day 
to testify that they know thr~e men who, instigated by Hosref Pasha, are trying to 
get signatures to a paper stating that the college is against the Government and 
should ue destroyed. It is also said that a paper is being circulated among the 
Armenians (and they feel they must sign it or be imprisoned) stating that they are 
pleased with the conduct of Hosref Pacha. I have good evidence that a man has 
been sent in among the prison.ers to try to induce them to testify against the college 
teachers; offers of liberty and of money have been made. Four men were told they 
would be released if they woulu testify that a letter shown to them came from Toum­
yian and Kyrian. 

A letter from Mrs. Toumyian to her husband in which it wa,s said, "I have col­
lected so much money for the hospital," was reported to the Vali as saying "for the 
purpose." A man called to translate private papers of the teachers is held in prison. 

A man who reported efforts at bribery was sent off under escort to Tokat. 
I have heard a great many reports of this sort but will not stop to relate them. 
If our theory is correct the point is important that the investigation is in the hands 

of men who are interested in covering up the truth and manufacturing false testi· 
mony. False reports were sent from here to the Vali and I have no doubt such 
reports were seDt to Constantinople. I have it on good authority that yesterday the 
pasha telegraphed to the Vali for an order to arrest another of the college teachers. 

Your telegram of the 7th speaks of my making propositions. Of course you will 
make such demands as you think proper. It seems to me that no amount of money 
indemnity will be a suitable compensation for the weeks of amdcty experienced by 
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our citizens, or adequate recompense for the insult~ and outrages against them. 
Hosref Pasha must be· removed before any improvement in our condition can be 
expected. ~here can be no security for anyone so long as he holcls his present office. 
We charge him with one of the greatest of crimes, and his trial should follow as a 
matter of course. It seems to me that the entire vindication of the college should 
be demanded, and its establishment on a secure foundation insisted upon, but first 
we require the removal of this obnoxious :~nan. All departments are now under the 
control of this ex-brigand, once sentenced to life imprisonment for murder and rob­
bery, and who obtained his pardon by killing one of his Tobber companions. There 
can be no sectuity under such circumstances. 

The gravity of the situation I do not think is magnified. 
I understand from Mr. Dwight's letter that you have asked for suitable protection 

of Christians. What protection was given~ Thew bole police force from Marsovan 
nearly to Cesaria is in the control of this man so noted for his corruption and 
unscrupulous wickedness; who has arrested hundreds of Armenians on false charges 
and has resorted to most corrupt methods to incriminate them; who has openly 
declared his determination to destroy American property, and bas accomplished a 
part of his threat. The native Christians are becoming more and more alar-med; 
their petitions and complaints come to my ears until my heart becomes sick with the 
stories of their wrongs. They see no apparent improvement in the condition of 
affairs and they feel that if the American Government is impote11t to stop slander 
and threatenings against its citizens, what hope of protection can they have? They 
see this man who, common report amounting to certainty declares has threatened 
and accomplished destruction of American property, still flourishing and carrying 
out his high-handed outrages. 

Our Government has been outraged and continues to be outraged so long as this 
man is allowed to go unchecked and nnpunished. 

Please acknowledge receipt of this dispatch by telegraph. Having heard so very 
little from you, nothing sent during the last nine days, our people here feel decicl­
eclly uneasy. 

I am etc., 
MILO A . .JEWETT, 

U. S. Consul. 

The accompanying memoranda marked A, B, C, D, E, are herewith respectfully 
presented to Consul Jewett, as embodying what we regard as the most important 
facts, not already communicated, relative to our position at Marso van since the open­
ing of the most unexpected events of the last nearly 11fty days. 

We ask Dr. .Jewett to use these papers at his discretion, ::trlcling what his own 
observations during the past ten clays may in his judg'ment require. 

MARSOV AN, Feb1··uary 22, 1893. 

MEMORANDUM A. 

T. F. Sl\UTII. 
GEORGE F. HEnRICK. 
EDWAlm HIGGS. 
GEOllGE E. \iVHl'l'E. 

The past 1·elations of the Am.m·icans 1·esident in Marsovan to the local got,ernm.ent and 
people, both Turks and Armenians. 

The residence in Marsovan of two of our number, viz: Rev. T. F. Smith, clean of 
the Theological Training School out of which the college developed, and M1ss E. A. 
Fritcher, principal, from the first, of the girls boarding school, extends over just 
thirty years, they having reached Marsovan in 1863. 

The two schools, then the high schools of the Western Turkey mission, were trans­
ferred from Constantinople to Marsovan that year, but were not formally opened here 
till nearly two years later, i. e. twenty-eight years ago. 

For the first six years these schools, then small in n11mber, were accommodated, 
after a fashion, in separate rented houses in another part of the city from that where 
they and ourselves are now located. Twenty-two years ago the largest of our pres­
ent college buildings was erected, the ground having been purchased the preced­
ing year. 

The girls' school found a temporary home the same year in a house at a little dis­
tance from this which we had hired and fitted up for the purpose. 

The pret>ent quarters occupied by the girls' school were bought piece by piece, 
and the buildings built piece by piece till now the quarters have become altogether 
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too narrow. Additions to our premises on the side opposite those of the girls' school 
have from time to time been made. 

Of our seven or ei,ght buildings three are college buildings, not reckoning the 
porter's lodge, bath, sllops, etc., three are dwelling houses, and the other, built at 
two different times, is the girls' school. 

These repeated enlargements of our possessions and of our work have furnished 
an excellent test of the disposition of tb~ people, Turks and Armenians, and of the 
local government towards us. On two occasions, both in the earlier years, jealousy 
was manifested, and in one of these instances Government opposition was made 
against the erection of a house. 

On all other occasions either positive friendliness was shown or the fact that we 
are undeniably innocent people and our work eleemosynary and friendly, together 
with Lhe fact that the Government receives increasing revenue from our taxes, has 
silenced all objections. 

The erection of the new building last summer seems to have stirred up new jeal­
ousy. Our personal relations to people of all classes has always been friendly, and 
scores of pupils have been sent to the college from Gregorian-Armenian families of 
the city. 

Ca.lls, formal and informal, have constantly been exchanged between ourselves 
and leading Turks, as well as Armenians. That some of both races have always 
regarded us with jealousy is certain, and was to be expecte<l. 

Our exceeding slowness to believe in hostile intention against us in recent events 
:finds its ready explanation in our own friendliness manifested during thirty years 
towar<ls the Government, towards people of all classes and races in this 1i ttle city. 

MEMORANDUM B. 

The pn1·chase and owne1'ship of bu.ildings. 

The property of the Americans in Marsovan has been purchased, piece by piece, 
during a period of twenty-three years. 

At :first the only possible manner of purchase was in the name of a subject of the 
Turkish Government, and after it was possible for foreigners to hold property 
directly, the plan of purchase through native hands was necessitated, because 
exorbitant prices were always demanded whenever we appeared as the party desir­
ous of purchasing. In this way a plot of ground close by us, and which is now 
part and parcel of the new ground on which the new buildiug stood, was purchased 
and is still held in the name of our college steward. The subsequent and larger pur­
chase was bought by and in the name of Dr. Melcon Altoonian. 

This gentleman is our own and the college physician, also a member of the college 
faculty and a member of the local board of managers; he is also the official Govern­
ment physician. 

After the purchase a plan of the building was made in detail and shown to the 
Government. The Government architect was sent upon the ground, Mr. Smith and 
Dr. Altoonian accompanied him, and Mr. Smith himself showed him where the 
building was to be and explained the details; the new premises were walled in by 
us last summer. All the material for the building pass@d through our grounds and 
was paid for by the college purchasing agent, the new grounds being opened on our 
side as they were closed on other sides. 

This was eight months before the :fire. A Turk, who is a scribe in the Government 
house, whose premises adjoin our new lot on the side opposite our houses, came to 
Mr. Smith and asked that be might be permitted to connect his sewer with the new 
one we were bnildi ng; be also proposed to sell us water from his water supply. 

On January 16 the malmudiri in company with certain Turkish gentlemen, came 
to the college and remaiued on the premises for two hours or more. There, in the 
presence of Mr. Smith, Kayayan E1i'endi, and Xenides Effendi, the malmucliri saiU: 
"This new building is held in the name of Dr. Altooniau, but it belongs to the 
Americans and is part of their schools and other buildings." 

A small gate which connected this new ground with the city on the south was 
always kept locked by us. This is tne gate Hosref Pasha with Ibrahim Gnkmen 
forced on the night of the fire. 

The permit for the new building was a permit for a "house" of so and so many 
rooms and of such and sucb dimensions. This is no subterfuge; it was to be a house 
inhabited by a family together with 50 boaruing school girls-50 more or less. It 
was :uothing new proposed, and no deceit whatever practiced. The girls of our 
school are now in too narrow quarters, and it was proposed to transfer them. It 
was as much not to embarrass Government officers as to save ourselve~ from embar­
rassment that we did not use the word "school." No new school was contemplated­
no new work of any kind was proposed. 
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MEMORANDUM C. 

The bu1·ning of the new building. 

In preparing this memorandum, after receiving the letter of his excellency Mr. 
Mini~:>ter Thompson of the 12th instant, in which we are cautioned against sending 
too much hearsay evidence which the Porte will term "bosh," we beg to be 
allowed very respectfnlly to make two preliminary remarks. 

(1) Our letter of the 4th instant was prepared and dispatched under the gravest sense 
of responsibility. We knew very well what our charge meant; we had been assured 
over and over again, with great urgency, that our lives and our property were in 
imminent danger; by that day we were forced to believe this. We insisted on send­
ing no sensational news, no alarmist telegrams. We were sure and we have been 
more sure every day since, that the presence here of Hosref Pasha was a dangerous 
menace to ourselves. We had and we have overwhelming evidence that his grip 
upon the city is seriously traversing the course of justice, and that right-minded 
Turks have every whit as much reason as we have to desire his instant removal. 
We confidently expected his removal before this time, but the strain is still on us 
and is growing more tense day by clay. 

(2) Men engaged in nefarious practices do not deliberately give themselves away, 
therefore very little of direct legal evidence of the charge we make can be obtained 
while Hosref is here in power, for reasons obvious to all persons familiar with judi­
cial( f) investigations in this country under a, reign of terror. No one here dreams 
of regarding this last expression as other than the simple statement of a known 
fact although it is evident that not even our own colleague, Mr. Dwight, of Con­
stantinople, when he wrote on the 7th instant, fully realized our danger. Our evi­
dence is circumstantial to a large degree. but supported as it is, by ample direct 
evidence not now producible, and contradicted by absolntely nothing, it seems to 
us at least, to be conclusive. vVe will try to give it connectedly and in detail, beg­
ging leave to refer again to our letter of the 4th instant. We should perhaps be the 
less surprised that no one at Constantinople has been able to think it possible that 
officers of the Government have been gnilty of so base a crime as that of arson, 
together with the crime of a violent, persistent, libelous attack upon this Ameri­
can college, when we remember how slow we ourselves were to believe such things 
could be even with the evidence staring us in the face. On his way here Hosref 
Pasha, while at Amassia, came in conflict with a colonel there, who sent a telegram 
to the seras keriat (war office), this at least six weeks ago, making serions charges 
against Hosref, calling him among other things, a" building burner" (yaugan ediji) 
and saying that he was coming on here with three or four experienced incendiaries 
in his train. This has been told us by men of position in Amassia and reiterated by 
different persons and we are assured we may rely on its substantial truth. This 
gives a significance to an incident of the fire not mentioned before, because the 
above was not then knovvn; and it was not till lately snpposecl by us that persons 
of an official character directly connected with Hosref Pasha actually dicl the incen­
diary work. On going upon the ground of the fire, as soon &JS he could get thero 
after the alarm was given, a few minutes after the first bla:r,e, Mr. Herrick met two 
men in• zapties' (gendarmes) overcoats and carrying rifles, just at the gate of the 
gate of the nearest corner of the new grounds, a gate always open since summer. 
These men were going from the building quickly, not runniug, and very quietly as 
though anxious to get away unobserved, towards our street gate. This was before 
the little gate bad been forced and Hosref Pasha had entered, and explains why two 
sets of tracks in the snow, traced from the top of our south wall to the building had 
no corresponding tracks from the building to the wall. Dr. Herrick instantly 
remarked to colleagues whom he met, as they now recall, "there are armed men on 
our premises; n and he himself looked right and left to see if tbere were more such 
men. 

A few minu-t.es later, probably ten minutes, it was announced "Hosref Pasha is 
on the ground, by the burning building." 

We know now that Ibrahim Gnkmen, chief of police, then entered our premises 
l1y an adjoining house, and forced the little outer gate on that side, and let Hosref 
in. Ibrahim himself said to Dr. Herrick and Mr. Riggs on Sunday, 5th instant, that 
be forced that gate and let the pasha in by it. Hosref and Ibrahim remained but a 
few minutes on the premises; left while the danger of the fire's communicating to 
the adjoining dwellings was at its height, taking with him, without our leave, from 
under our right of domicile, our night watchman and holding him in prison till near 
evening. 

The following day when we sent word to the kaimakam that our watchman was 
necessary to us, he was released. Meantime he had been called seven several 
tim~s and questioned concerning the building and the fire. His statements to us 
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concerning these examinations :wd what he saw and heard that night are as follows, 
so far as what is material is concerned : 

Q. Was there any watchman in the buildingf-A. No. 
Q. Why not ~-A. There was no place for a man to stay-no floors or ceilings, no 

doors or windows. 
Q. Was there a magazine to the lmilding?-A. No. 
Q. Anything stored in the builc:ling ~-A. No. 
Q. Any shavings, etc., in it f-A. No. 
Q. Any work being done on it now f-A. No. 
Q. The fire started from within, didn't itf-A. No; that is impossible. 
Q. Why didn't you give the alarm s_ooner and have the fire put out f-A. I did give 

the alarm at once, but the flames spread instantly all over the building. 
Q. How many pupils are there in the school~ Are there 200~-A. I don't know how 

many. 
Q. Are there 100?-A. I don't know bow many there are. 
The watchman was thre::ttened with beatillg, and a cudgel brought in, but he 

held firmly to his statements. His further testimony before us, given as soon as he 
was released on tl1e 2d instant, is important. He heard Hosref say as he (the watch­
man) was waiting outside a door ajar, "This building was burned because it had no 
permit; the other bnihlings have no permits and must be burned too." 

When taken from the grounds the night of the fire, he was brought round on the 
outside of our outer wall and there saw soldiers, or men armed like soldiers, with 
Government rifles, as many as thirty, waiting by the wall, and be himself had no 
doubt that they were brought there before the fire. A person who was situated in 
precisely the way to know, but whose statements are under the seal of absolute con­
fidence, testifies, not in our presence, that an hour or more before the fire he saw five 
armed men with three unarmed men coming -in our direction. Another person, in 
our presence, and that of the consul's dragoman, also under pledge of secrecy, tes­
tifiec:l that he knew, and he was so situated as to have the fullest means of knowing, 
that the plan of burning the college buildings was discussed in a knot of men, con­
sisting of Hosref Pasha and city officers whom he named, and he specifically states 
that on one occ.asion, and hut one, be heard these plans discussed by those men 
with his own ears while waiting to deliver a message. The rest of his knowledge 
was based on the common talk among those connected with official circles, but not 
themselves officers. 

It was the town talk before the fire that Hosrefwould destroy the college, and we 
were specially warned of danger to this building by our most judicious friends. 
After the fire it was said everywhere, in market and on the street, "Hosref burned 
this and is going to bnm the others." On the night of the fire Turks were heard 
saying this to one another. 

The day following the fire, e. g., a friend of ours tells us he was walking in the 
street behind .two Turks, his neighbors, and one said to the other, "the bey has 
made a pretty big fire, but the air is not yet warmed/' 

Specific testimonies were mentioned in our letter of the 4th iDF;tant. 
When the consul came, now ten days ago, we proposed to call those men who 

promised to testify before him, though they said they would not do so in a native 
court. The consul wished Hosref removed from here before he called witnesses. 
Now, as far as a,ppea,rs to the people, nothing is yet done and spies are said to be 
placed to see who comes to the consul, and no one of these men dares appear. 

One man ca,me to us y~sterday, a member of the Evangelical Church, a,ncl told us 
in the consul's presence, under solemn promise of secrecy, what docs not seem as 
important to us as it does to him, but which reveals the tenor of talk in official cir­
cles and the consequent terror in the town. Though the exact circumstances of the 
hearing of the remark made have been given to us, we do not write them here. 

We recur to the burning of the building in order to add some specific statements 
relative thereto. The evidence that the building was, and was known to be ours, is 
given in Memorandum B. 

There had been expended upon the building 500 liras ($2,240) or .more. It was 
walled and roofed in, much lathing done, cornice finished, and several hundrecl 
boards ready for floor laying, were in it. The building was of three stories, 100 
feet long by 55 and 45, including veramla.h, wide. It is 110 feet from the nearest 
dwelling. The night of the fire the thermometer was at zero. One hundred and 
fifty persons, men, women, and children, pupils of all our schools, boys and girls, 
were sleeping in lea of the burning building. The senior teacher of the girls' school 
is in very feeble health. The flame flared full into her room. She received a shock 
from which she has not recovered. 

Had there been wind, or had wind risen during the fire, the catastrophe which 
would have befallen us still makes us both shudder, and thank Goc1. The moral evi­
dence of deliberate arson committed by Government officers is not only overwhelm­
ingly strong; it is absolutely self-consistent and unrebutted, except by the denials 
of the perpetrators .. 
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MEMORANDUl\1 D, 

Theory concerning the o1·igin and method of the r-ecent attack 1tpon the college as tested by 
the m;ents of Janua1·y 5 to Ji'ebntary 20, 1893. 

Somewhat more than :five years ago we receiveil. official notice from the local gov­
ernment that we must, within six months, obtain imperial permit for our schools, on 
pain of suppression. We referred the matter to our legation with the statement 
that our schools had been repeatedly recognized by the Government for a period of 
more than twenty years, through custom-house, Department of Education, and local 
permits for erection of buildings, and that it seemed doubtful to us whether asking 
for a new permit would not vitiate a claim which we already believed valid. This 
was the ground taken by our legation, and the action taken and proclaimed by the 
Government, at the instance of our legation, is the warrant under which we exist. 

About three years ago, when Menduh Bey came as vali to Sivas, on a visit here~ 
Hosref Bey, or Pasha., in his train, he was reported to us to have declared 11 I'll get 
500 liras from those Americans at Marsovan or I'll close the college." He was shown 
the official paper of agreement between our own and the Turkish Government, and 
said publicly, "This is a strong paper and is all you require". From that time on 
he appeared friendly, attended our commencement exercises in 1891, gave the grad­
uates their diplomas with his own hands, and in a speech on that occasion, in reply 
to a suitable address we presented him said: "I am glad to indorse for myself, and 
especially in the name of my imperial master, your work of education in this school." 
With the girls school he seemed still more pleased, and in a personal interview the 
following day, expressed himself to Dr. Herrick in the most corcUal manner, and 
made request for a girl from our girls' school as governes!'1 for his own children. 
This request, it was to our regret, found impossible to comply with, as no parent 
would consent to his daughter's accepting. 

On his visit here last summer before commencement, the vali, though polite, 
seemed less corc1ial1 and made no allusion to the matter of the governess. When, on 
the evening of the 5th ultimo, two papers of an inflammatory character, in Osmanli, 
and addressed to Osmanlis, which had been pulled off our gate and brought to the 
director of the college by persons from the college coming in from a prayer meeting 
in the church, our opinion was and continued for many days to be, tha-l.i these papers 
most likely issued from a seditious society of young exiled Turks, who are found, 
we have been tolt1, somewhere in Europe. We were astonished the following day to 
learn that the Kaimakan charged the issuing of the papers upon the college, and we 
regarded it as the passionate and unreasoning outburst of a man driven to his wits 
end to ferret out a matter which would work to.his discredit. When we learned 
that hundreds of Armenians, and no others, had been arrested in this and adjoining 
towns and charged with complicity in this business, we thought this a blind to cover 
an apparently insurrectionary movement among Turks themselves. It was actually 
weeks before we could believe t.he Government officers serious in charging such a 
thing upon the college. 

On the 16th· ultimo we learned that Hosref Pasha, the chief of the gendarmes of 
this province, a man of most evil record in the past in this immediate vicinity 
(referre(l to before in this memorandum), had been sent here to investigate the matter 
of the placards, under very sharp orders, it was reported, from tbe Sultan himself. 

This man's coming was the occasion of great distress in the city. It soon became 
the common talk that Hosref violently threatened the college and its teachers. He 
was going to come and search our premises; he would destroy the college; Mr. 
Riggs' cyclostyle printed the placards, etc. 

On the evening of the 28th the senior professor of the college, Mr. Thoumaian, 
and on the 30th the teacher of Armenian in the college, Mr. Kayayan, were arrested, 
and our request to see them and also to have them let off on bail was refused. 
Meantime we were credibly informed that in two cases, one in Hadji-Keny and one 
in Amasia, where an Armenian testified to seeing a Mullah putting up the placards, 
it was instantly hushed up; the man in Amasia being thrown into prison for his 
pains. This, together with the persistent attacks on Armenians and the charge 
against the college, seemed to make it pretty certain that the placard business was 
a feint used by, if not originating with, the Government to furnish a basis for au 
attack on the college more directly in the person of its two teachers resident in 
town. This belief finds support from several facts, as follows: 

Menduh Bey is known tohavespeutsome ten days at Carza, near by, after his dismis­
sal as vali last autumn. The malmndiri of Marsovan, who has for years been free to 
intimacy on college grounds, went to Constantinople in autumn, and since Hosref 
Pasha came here has been in constant communication with him, both being friends 
of the deposed vali. Menduh Bey is known to have claimed that he alone could 
bring this Armenian question to settlement. And, finally, the violence and persist­
ence of the attack upon the college, the threats, the calumny, the incendiarism, the 
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imprisonments of teachers, and the means used against them are best explained in a 
bitter grudge cherished by a, deposed and angry man. The whole course of the 
attack since January 5 has been avowedly "against the college" with intent to 
destroy it, and as the days have passed it has taken on the character of an unscrupu­
lous attempt to fasten on the college the calumnious charge of compllcity with sedi­
tion. When Consul Jewett declined to have our carpenter taken to the Government 
house, the moukhtar of the Protestants was forced to set his seal to a paper saying 
that the man refused to come. Also this past week, i.e., February 16or17,leading 
Armenians were called a]}(] bidden to prepare and sign a paper declaring the college 
injurious to them. That the main object of the fire was to develop sedition, force 
our pupils to arm, and so take possession of our premises, seems to be manifest from 
the ~pecial armed force massed outside out walls before the fire broke out; from the 
charge made the next day that we burned the building so as to destroy arms and 
ammunition aud seditious books and papers; and that it was our sharpness of wit 
that we did not a,ttack Hosref and his men. 

MEMORANDUM E. 

The case of the teachm·s. 

It is of course manifest that educated Armenians, Gregorian or Protestant, love 
their people and seek their progress and proBperity; moreover, that they sympathize 
with all right and suitable efforts to secure such progress and prosperity. Can any 
man anywhere object to that~ Should we desire as teachers in our college men who 
were iudifl"erent, not to say opposed, to right a.nd worthy national aspirations~ Now 
note, that if, as alleged, there exists a body of men among the Armenians who wish 
to secure the good of their people, by unlawful means if they can not otherwise-and 
we avow it our belief that the importance of this movement, at least among Arme­
nians in Turkey, has been immensely exaggerated and that confidence in the actual 
loyalty of the overwhelming majority of Armenians would be far better policy than 
that now pursued-it woulu be the most uatural thing in the world for these insig­
nificant men to try very hard to get into their number such men as Mr. Thoumaian 
and Mr. Kayayan. Theu, when this scheme fa,iled and the men in the society are 
hard pressed, they take their revenge on the men they could not entrap and trump 
up some plausible lie on the strength of which they hope to clear themselves, at the 
expense of better men. Who are in this society~ I do not know, of course. I doubt 
if Mr. K. or Mr. T. know. If they do know and are unwilling to shield themselves 
by giving up their deluded and foolish countrymen, when everybody knows that 
they themselves have ever been loyal and counseled loyalty on all -.ccasions, we 
might, I think, find reason to applaud, certainly not to condemn, their self sacrifice, 
these men are innocent of the charge made against them; so far as we can learn no 
scrap of evidence has been found against them. False witnesses and forged docu­
ments are not evidence. It is most significant in their favor that, as far as we can 
learn, the Malmudiri, who, if anybody knows aught against them, certainly ought to 
know, has brought no evidence against them. We heard it to-day, February 20, 
from a reliable sonrce, that the leading men of the Armenian commnnity have been 
this day in consultation over a demand made of them by Government, that they sign 
a paper declaring that a letter from Cresarea, purporting to be from Mr. Thoumaian 
and Mr. Kayayan, and which these gentlemen declare a forgery, is really from the 
said Thoumaian and Kayayan. Under evident danger of imprisonment and worse 
these men have, we are glad to say, declined to set their senls to what they know to 
be false. 

Now the gravamen of the case of the teachers, as it appeals to us, is that they 
belong to the personnel of the college. They are part and parcel of the college. 
The attack on them is distinctly coupled with the assertion, repeated in Government 
circles, "The college is a center of sedition. It must be destroyed; from it on Mr. 
Riggs' cyclostyle the placards were prepared and issued." Their case is therefore 
our case, and no pause can be allowed until the college, with all its teachers, pupils, 
and belongings, is fully, amply, publicly exonerated and vindicated, and its per­
manent safety amply secured. That Hosref has been foiled hitherto in his attempts 
to stir up ancl then scatter the pupils is a cause of profound gratitude. We live in 
the heart of Asia Minor, among ignorant and fanatic Moslems. Deliberate effort by 
officers of the Government to blackball us, continued for weeks, is calculated to stir 
up even those who were friendly but who have no particular interest to side with 
us in a bitter and prolonged strife. As things now are matters can not be decided 
by any possible investigations here unless Hosref be taken away from the vicinity. 
Witnesses will not appear in his presence or while his grip is upon the town. The 
teachers have no shadow of hope of justice except under the very aegis of the 
power under whose protection the college exists-our own United States of America. 



No. 49.] 

TURKEY. 617 

Mr. Gresham to llfr. Thompson. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Wa.shington, JJfarch B, 1893. 

SIR: I transmit, with reference to Instruction No. 44 of 1st instant, 
a copy of a letter from Mr. Alden of the American Board of Commis­
sioners for Foreign Missions, Boston, and of correspondence therewith, 
from United States citizens at Marso van, relative to the recent destruc­
tion of their propljrty by incendiaries. If our citizens are impeded in 
communicating with the legation you will if necessary, ask observ­
ance of their right in this regard. 

I am, etc., 
'fV. Q. GRESHAM. 

[Inclosure in No. 49.] 

Mr. Alden to M1·. Foster. 

AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS, 
CONGREGATIONAL HOUSE, SOMERSET STREET, 

Boston, Ma1·ch 2, 1893. 
DEA.R SIR: The inclosed extracts from correspondence from our imperiled mis­

sionaries at Marsovan, Turkey, just received, I send you in addition to clocuments 
sent yon two or three days ago. We regard them as of very great importance, and 
you will see that our missionaries have notified the Government that they should 
appeal to the U. S. embassy. \Ve are sure that you will do everything possible to 
secure prompt action in this matter. 

Truly, yours, 
E. K. ALDEN. 

ANATOLA COLLEGE, MARSOV AN, TURKEY IN ASIA, 

Tmnslation of paper sent in to Governor, 5th Feb1·1wry. 

It is well known to you, sir, that the undersigned Americans, residing within the 
Imperial Ottoman Empire, have fi·orn the first till now lived ::.nd acted in a manner 
honorable and friendly, without fault or failure, in accord with treaty rights sub­
sisting between the Government of the United States of America and the Imperial 
Ottoman Government; and that we have always, both by precept and example, 
taught all under our control to render absolute obedience and loyal fidelity to the 
Imperial Ottoman Government; and that, while so doing, it has been our uniform 
custom tQ rely upon the local government for the protection and defense of our per­
sons, our property, and all belonging to us. 

The known events of the past week, however, have compelled us to appeal to our 
own embassy; and that perfectly free communication wHh our embassy is one of our 
rights is evident. 

This note is sent to remind you, in a formal manner, that this local government 
will be held responsible for any infringement of any right, or for any harm to our 
persons, our property, or to any of those dependent upon us. 

A true copy. Attest: 

GEORGE F. HERRICK • . 
J. F. SMITH. 
EDWARD RIGGS. 
GEORGE E. WHITE. 

E. K. ALDEN, 
Secreta1·y. 
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Rev. George F'. Herrick to Secretm·y Judson Smith. 

[Extract of a letter , dated Marsovan, Turkey, February 8, 1893.] 

Events here for ten days past have pressed so upon thcmsel ves and upon our own 
hearts and brains, attempts to bring our case before our own United States repre­
sentatives have been so difficult to make culminate in success, the importance of 
doing the right thing at the right time: neither before nor after, the grave impor­
tance of the possible issues, the hourly duty of controlling and occupying all our 
pupils, presses so that no one, I presume, has even thought of writing directly to 
you as yet. Even now we may think best to write under much reserve, from reasons 
which you can partly guess. Two of the teachers of the college are in close prison 
confinement, all access to them on our part denied. Our new girls' school building 
is in ashes. Our own safety has been imperiled by the fire, the work of an incen­
diary, and also by culpable excitement stirred among the people. We have acted, 
or abstained from acting, with great deliberation. From the hour when our pupils 
learned that their senior teacher was in prison my best tact and fullest authority 
have been required to keep them both obedient and at work. They have come to me 
often. On the ni_ght of the fire they heeded my whispered word to abstain from the 
least word or act which could anger unreasonable men. 

A good reason could be given, were it opportune to give it, why our paper was not 
sent in to the governor bejo1·e the 5th. 

A true copy. Attest: 

No. 53.] 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

E. K. ALDEN, 
Secretary. 

LEGA'l'ION OF 1'HE UNITED STATES, 
Constantinople, MarcJ~16, 1893. (Heceived March 30.) 

SrR: I have the honor to inclo~e for your consideration the inclosed 
"Note Verbale" received by this legation from the Sublime Porte and 
the reply thereto. 

From all information the legation has from Marsovan it is of the 
opinion that there is but one question to be considered and that is the 
buruing of the school building belonging to the Anatolian College on 
the night of the 3d of February. All the claims that are presented by 
the authorities of the Ottoman Government at Marsovan as to the hos­
tile attitude of the teachers of the college, the printing of the hostile 
placards which were posted over Asia Minor on the nights of January 
4 and 5 last, by the teachers in the college, and the storing of arms and 
ammunitions therein, as well as the present complaint of the hostile 
attitude of the authorities at the college as well as the acts complained of, 
are made for the purpose of diverting attention from . the real grievance 
complained of, i.e., the buruing of the school building. I have instructed 
Consul Jewett who is now at Marsovan, to investigate the matter and 
report to me here daily as to the condition of affairs at that place. I 
inclose you a copy of the telegram sent by me to Consul Jewett which 
was agreed on between his excellency the minister for foreign affairs 
and myself. 

I hope my action in this matter may meet your approval. I await 
further instructions. 

I have, etc., 
D. P. THOMPSON. 
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[Inclosure 1 in No. 53.] 

Sublirne Porte to Mr. Thompson. 

NOTE VERBALE. 

SUBLIME PORTE, Ma1·ch. 14, 1893. 
It turns out from a report of the Governor-General of the Vilayet of Sivas, that the 

dragoman of the U.S. vice-consulate went and questioned the Kaimalmm of Marsovan 
on the causes of the reinforcement requested by the local authorities, adding in a 
threatening way that on his side the vice-consul had abo addressed himself in the 
proper quarter, in order to obtain a.n armed assistance. On the other side, two 
pupils of the Protestant college having forcibly taken away a Jamb from the hands 
of a Mussulman boy, the Cavas of the vice-consulate, armed with a Martini Henry 
rifle, and about sixty pupils with revolvers in their ha.nds, have attacked two Mus­
sulmans who went to take it l>ack, and they dragged all three to the school, where 
they shut them in and beat them to the applause of all the students, who indulged on 
that occasion in the most indecorous demonstrations. 

The commander of the genclarmery and the public prosecutor of the court of 
appeals declare that seven or eight individuals have from the window of the chan­
cery of the vice--consulate aimed Martini Henry rifles at the aforesaid Mussulmans, 
who were released only upon the solicitations of the parents of the boy. 

Such incidents need no comment, and the minister of foreign affairs is satisfied tba.t 
it suffices to bring them to the kind notice of the United States l~gation for it to take 
toward the culprits the proper measures and the requisite steps to prevent the recur­
rence of so reprehensible acts. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 53.] 

Mr. Thornpson to the Snblirne Porte. 

lWTE VERBALE. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Con8iantinople, MaTch 15, 1893. 

The legation of the United States has received tbe Note Verbale dated March 14, 
1893, No~ 4152t, that the imperial ministry of foreign affairs did it the honor to 
address to it relating to transactions at .MaTsovan. 

This legation, while taking notice of the ::;tatement furnished by the Sublime Porte, 
has furnished a copy of the same to the Government of the United States and awaits 
its instructions. In the meantime Consul Jewett, now atMarsovan, is fully instructed 
to make an investigation into the charges that arms arc stored in the college build· 
ing, and is directed to report daily by telegraph. 

This legation hopes to Teceive a Teport from him within a day or two by telegraph, 
and avails of the opportunity to make known to the imperial ministry that there is 
no vice-consul of the United States at Marso van. 

[Inclosure 3 in No. 53.] 

Mr. Thmnpson to M1·. Jewett. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Con8fautinople, .1.llarch 13, 1893. 

You will, with tbe public prosecutor ani such other persons as he may select 
(excluding Hosref Pasha and t.he police force), not exceeding five or six men. make a 
search of the college buildings for evidence of the printing in the college of tho pla­
carcls posted on January 5, also whether arms and ammunitions are stored in the 
college buildings. 

You are to examine into the causes which led to the destruction of the building by 



620 FOREIGN RELATIONS. 

fire; to have the right to examine and cross-examine witnesses as you wish to 
establish the truth as to the burning of the building and who the guilty parties are 
who eaused its destruction. In case any of the teachers of the college give testi­
mony you must be present. You will report your proceedings daily to this legation. 

Mr. Gresham to Mt·. Thompson. 

DEP AR'l'MENT OF STATE, 
No. 54.] Washington, March 17, 1893. 

SIR: I have received your No. 28 of 8th ultimo, in which you inclose 
a copy of a letter of advice you have sent to U. S. Consul Jewett 
at Sivas, touching matters at Marsovan, and state your apprehensions 
that the letter may be violated by officials, who claim, you say, the 
right to open letters at any time of disturbance. It is difficult to 
suppose that under any circumstances tbe Turkish Government might 
so far lose sight of one of the most obvious and indispensable pre­
rogatives of foreign diplomatic representation as to violate the priv­
ileged correspondence between recognized agents of the United States. 
Any infringement of your rights in this regard would furnish occasion 
for earnest protest, especially if official correspondence under your 
legation seal, addressed to a subordinate officer of the United States, 
be opened by Turkish agents. 

In view of your No. 42, of 1st instant, just received, you will ask 
through the foreign office an investigation in respect of the failure of 
your letter of 3d ultimo to reach JVIr. Jewett. Your No. 41, of 1st 
instant, is also received. 

I am, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

No. 58.] LEG-ATION OF THE UNI'l'ED STATES, 
Constantinople, ltfaTch 22, 1893. (Received April10.) 

SIR: I have the honor to transmit to you a copy of a letter received 
by the legation from Consul Jewett at Marsovan. I had sent to Consul 
Jewett four copies of instructions for conducting the investigation into 
the troubles at l\iarsovan which caused the burning of the building 
belonging to the Anatolian College, at that place, by incendiaries on 
the night of February 3, all of which have failed to reach him. I have 
sent to him telegrams also,- which are not delivered to him. I have 
protested aga,inst the interference with my mails en route to Consul 
Jewett (all of which I feel certain occur at Marsovan) to his excellency 
the minister for foreign affairs and his highness the Grand Vizier who 
I feel quite sure are trying to correct the unfortunate state of affairs 
at that place, and they have promised to have the matter investigated 
and the guilty parties who tamper with the mails punished. 

Being unable to establish communication with ConsuJ Jewett, I called 
on his excellency, the minister for foreign affairs, and informed him I 
intended to dispatch the secretary of this legation, Mr. Newberry, to 
Marsovan, to aid Consul Jewett in his investigations, and to include 
in his investigations the truth or falsity of the charges contained in 
the "note verbale" a copy of which I transmitted to you in my No. 



TURKEY. 621 

53, of March 16,1893. I also furnished Mr. Newberry a copy of telegram 
of illstructions sent to Consul Jewett, a copy of which I have trans­
mitted to you in my No. 53 of March 16. 

I now transmit to you for your information a copy Gf my instruetions 
to Mr. Newberry, for his government, and to say in addition thereto 
that Djemal Bey, an attache of the foreign office of the Ottoman Gov­
ernment, bas gone with Mr. Newberry to Marso van to assist in the 
investigation. Mr. Newberry will arrive in Marsovan perhaps to-mor-
ro~ • 

It bad been intimated that the acting U. S. consular agent at Sam­
soun, Asia Minor, knew something about the circulating of the revolu­
tionary placards which were posted over a large district of Asia Minor 
on the night of January 6, of which the Department was informed by 
me in my No. 17, of January 25, 1893, and which Mr. Newberry was 
instructed to inquire into and report on. 

On yesterday, March 21, I received the following telegram from Mr. 
Newberry at Samsoun: 

THOMPSON, Amm·ican Ministet·, Constantinople: 
SAMSOUN, Mm·ch 21. 

I would recommend immediate dismissal of our consular agent for receiving from 
abroad incendiary placards for interior distribution. He bojgged to be retained 
until after Marsovan incident is settled, fearing to be called fur examination. 

NEWBERRY. 

I have, since receiving the above dispatch, received the following 
dispatch: 

SAMSOUN, March 21. 
THOMI'SON, A'rnerican Minister, Pera: 

Consular agent has resigned and turned over all Government property to Jewett. 
I have obtained possession of all books destined for missions which haYe been here 
in custom-house and forwarded to order. This cleans np all matters here. 

Please wire me if you approve action so far. 
NEWBERRY. 

I have telegraphed to Newberry as follows: 
NEWBERRY, Samsoun: 

Your action approved so far. 
THOMPSON. 

In relation to the acting U. S. consular agent at Samsoun I will add 
that he has never been recognized by the Ottoman Government, but on 
the contrary it bas refused to recoguize him as such consular agent, he 
being a Turkish subject, and he has been refused permission to disphty 
the American flag over his place of business where he maintains his 
office by the local authorities. 

I have been appealed to in regard to his being authorized to display 
the American flag over his place of business, but have refused to do so 
until be was officially recognized by the Ottoman Government. 

I inclose copy of my letter No. 3, d. a ted February 8, 1893, to the con­
sui-genera] on this subject. 

I have given as plainly as I can the reasons for sending the secretary 
of legation, lVIr. Newberry, to Marsovan with instructions to investigate 
the whole subject of the difficulties at that place. · 

I hope my action may be approved., and I await instructions from 
you. 

I have, etc., , 
D. P. THOMPSON. 
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[Inclosure 1 in No. 58.] 

Mr. Jewett to Jh. Thompson. 

CONS ULATB OF THE UNITED STATES AT SIVAS, 
Marsovan, MaTch 11, 1893. 

SIR: I have not received any letter from you. Our condition of suspense and 
anxiety is very trying. No material change has taken place in the local situation. 

It iH said the kaimakam and the kacli haYe become disgusted with the conduct of 
affairs here and b::we reported to that effect. Other officials are using the most vile, 
blasphemous, ancl outrageous talk against the Protestants as a class and the mil:l­
sionaries in -particular, and are stirring a feeling of bitter hatred against them. 
Ta.lk of killing off the Ghiaours is made constantly and is not reas;mring. On 
March 8 an incident occurred which the officers have been quick to seize upon allll 
by grelLtly falsifying it are endeavoring to make capital out of it. Some students 
were out in a field near the college and got into a quarrel with a shepherd. Some 
Turks came running up and soon there was a general fight with sticks and stones. 
My cavass heard. the row and went out. He saw a burly Turk beating some of the 
boys of the school with an ox goad, and heard one of the Turks say, ''Don't beat 
him; kill him." He took the fellow with the ox goad, brought him into the college 
yard, shut him up in a room, and reported to me. In a few minutes the employes of 
the fellow came and guaranteed be would keep the peace, and he was sent off. The 
officera report that the students stole a sheep, attacked the Turks, seriously injured 
several of them, and that the co.nsul is putting Turks in prison. It was a simple, 
boyish quarrel, but at this time an unfortunate incident, because the officers are 
using every means to ct.reate a feeling against us. 

March 3 I telegraphed to you in English words written in Turkish characters, 
"Have you receivEJd dispatch No.3~ Have received no dispatches from you." I 
have received no answer to that telegram. 

March 9 I telegraphed "Have received no answer to my telegram of the 3d, and 
none of your letters sent by post have arrived. Answer by telegraph." No answer 
has been recehed (5 o'clock p. m.). If you can not open communication by the 
ordinary means would it not be best to employ a private bearer of dispatches or 
adopt some other sure means of communication~ I scarcely need add we hope vigor­
ous action is being taken altl10ugh we are wholly in the rlark as to what is being 
done for improving the present unpleasant situation and that soon our anxiety may 
be relievcil. 

I am, etc., 
M. A. JEWETT, 

U. S. Consul. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 58.] 

Mr. Thompson to MT. NewlJerry. 

LEGATION Ol!' TilE UNITED STATES, 
Constantinople, March 18, 1893. 

SIR: You are here by instructed to proceed by the quickest route to Marso van, Asia 
Minor, via Samsoun, to investigate only-

(1) The facts leading up and subs~?quent to and the cause of the destruction by fire 
of the new unfinished girls' school building belonging to the Anatolian College, of 
Marsovan. 

(2) As to the truth or falsity of certain reports-as contained in a note to this lega­
tion from the ministry of foreign affairs, dated March 14, 1893. 

(3) As to the truth or falsity of a charge made by the officers of the Anatolian Col­
lege that certain Turkish officials wereuirectlyor indirectly concerned in the destruc­
tion of said building by fire. 

(4) As to' the truth or falsity of a charge made by the Turkish Governruent that 
arms and ammunition are stored in the college building in sufficient quantities as to 
be a menace to the public safety. 

(5) You will also endeavor to ascertain the origin of certain revolutionary pla­
cards which were posted in and about the town of Marsovan on or about the night 
of January 5, 1893. 

(6) You will render yourreport in writing, anp.. in making the above investigation, 
so far as possible, act with Consul Jewett under the ins tructions sent him, but to 
consider yourself as superior in rank to the consul, and at the conclusion of your 
investigation return at once to Constantinople. 
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The following arrangements have been made and agreed to between the minister 
for foreign affairs and myself: 

You will have as assistant to you, and acting under your orders, Djemal Bey, an 
official of the TUTkish foreign office. 

The governor of Sa.msonn'-has been instructed to afford you every facility of voy­
age, including a proper military escort from,.Samsoun to Marsovan. 

The governor of Marsovan h::ts been instructed to provide suitable quarters and 
rations for you and your suite while in Marsovan, and to afi'orcl all assistance in his 
power in conducting the investigation. 

Trusting to your own goou judgment in any m::ttter;:; not covered by these instruc­
tions, 

I have, etc., 

[Inclosure 3 in uispatch No. 58.] 

M1·. Thom1Json to Mr. Hess. 

DAVID P. THOMPSON. 

UNITED STATE& LEGATION, 
Cowstantinople, FebTum·y 8, 1893. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge your No. 31, dated Fehruar,y 6, in which 
-,you call my attention to the action of the mutessarif of Samsoun in refusing to 
recognize Mr. Arzoglon as U.S. consular agent at that place, anu his refusal to allow 
him to display the American flag. I wHl say in reply that it appears that Mr. Arzo­
glou is a Turkish subject and will not be recognized as consular agent at Samsoun: 
and uuless so recognized has no right to raise the American flag if olJjeeted to by the 
Turkish authorities. If there is auy proper man at Samsoun not a Turkish subject. 
lle should be recommended. 

I llave, etc., 
DAVID P. THOMPSON. 

Mr. Quincy to Jl{r. Thompson. 

No. 56. J DEP Al{.TMENT OF STATE, 
·washington, March 25, 1893. 

SIR.: I transmit for your information, in conneetion with the general 
subject of alleged interference with the mail of American officers and 
citizens in Turkey, a copy of a letter from Mrs. L. A. W. Fowler, of 
Dedham (Mass.), and its inclosure . 

.Previous instructions will have shown you the earnest solicitude of 
this Government that the personal rights of our citizens in regard to 
private papers and correspondence should be respected. The special 
case of the inviolability of official correspondence has had serious 
consideration, and called forth very positive instructions to you, in 
view of the reported miscarriage of communications between yourself 
and Consul Jewett, in the JVIarsovan ineident. This aspect of the 
question should be kept separate from the general subject of freedom of 
private correspondence, and pressed with vigor. Under no circumstances 
ean this Government admit the com1;etency of foreign authorities to 
obstruct or violate the rig·ht of official communication between - its 
officers in Turkey; and the fact of such iuterference, if established, 
would be a hardly less grave international offense than would be the 
restriction of the minister's or consul's personal liberty by force. 

Reverting to the complaint of Mrs. Riggs (in the inclosed letter), it 
may be found that it involves the question of censorship over foreign 
printed matter, a claim exercised by other governments than Turkey. 
The facts in I his regard should, however, be ascertained and reported 
to the Department, with a request for instructions, if deemed neces­
sary. 

I am, etc., 
JOSIAH QUINCY, 

Aot,ing Secretary. 
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[Inclosure in No. 56.] 

Mrs. Fowler to M1·. G1·esham. 

EAST STREET, DEDHAM, March 22, 1893. 
DEAR SIR: I am interested in the movement regarding the greater security of 

mail matter between the United States and Turkey. I have a friend and former 
pupil (at Elmira College, New York, where l:lbe graduated), who is the daughter of 
the late Dr. Parsons, of Turkey (who was murdered by the natives some years ago 
in his tent while traYeling as a missionary), and wife of Prof. Charles Riggs, of 
Anatolia College. I have hatl no faith, for years, that books, pamphlets, magazines, 
and papers, which I mail to her, paying all the postage demanded, will ever reach 
her. In some instances it does; in others, and more, it does not. 

Even packages sent by steamer in sealed boxes by the missionary association at 
the Congregational Honse are overhauled and opened before they reach her and 
despoiled. 

There ought to be absolute Hecurity that sealed matter sent by mail will reach 
friends in Turkey. 

I inclose a lett'er from her relating to a package of magazines that never reacheil 
her. It may have some weight. 

Yours, truly, 
L • .A. W. :FowLER. 

Mrs. Riggs to Mrs. Fowler. 

LExtract.] 

We have just got the-news of the meeting of the board, that is by last man, which 
comes on Mondays now. We send out mail for the United States of America Thurs­
da,vs. I have not yet seen the magazines you sent unless it be the report of the 
"Perkins Blind Institute," that was among a lot of books that bad been sent to 
Aleppo for examination. The Turkish Government is very particular about the 
books we have. The other day word carne from Aleppo saying we could not have 
the Oyclopedia of Missions, ''but if we liked they would send it back to the United 
States of America." 

It was a disappointment to us, for we had looked forward to the reading of that 
book. It was sent for the college. _ 

With good wishes, lovingly, 
LELLA. 

Mr. Gresham to Mr. Thompson. 

[Telegram.] 

DEP ARTMEN'l' OF STATE, 
Washington, April 1, 1893. 

Mr. Gresham informs Mr. Thomnson that in the President's opinion 
the occurrence at Marsovan is one of a critical nature, for which the 
offending parties should be punished . and reparation promptly made 
for the burning of the American buildings. The destrm~tion of prop­
erty was wanton and unlawful and the rights of the United States are 
not affected in an}T way by the allegation of prior acts of studeuts in the 
college. He instructs him to let his demands exclusively bear on the 
main question and if necessary to keep open communication with the 
consul of the United States at Sivas by sending a special messenger, 
and to enter a protest aud make an urgent demand that his official -­
rights be respected, shoulrl his correspondence, which is inviolable, be 
suppressed or opened. He directs him to keep the Department advised 
by cable. 
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Mr. Thompson to JJ!fr. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
Constantinople, April 4,1893. (Received April28.) 

No. 69.] 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the telegram 
from the Department of the 1st. Everything advised to be done in 

. this telegram had already been done as t,he Department has hereto­
fore been advised in my several dispatches on tltis subject. 

Mr. Newberry, secretary of this legation, was sent by me to the aid 
of Consul Jewett at Marso van because of my inability to communicate 
with him and he has been fully instructed to investigate the burning 
of the building. 'l;he land on which the building stood is in the name 
of a Turkish subject. 

The permit to erect the building was also given to a Turkish subject, 
which makes the matter a difficult one to deal with, and there appears 
to be no good reason why the title should not have been in the name 
of the College Society or in the name of one of the American professors 
there, so the subject could be more directly dealt with. On the report 
being made by Mr. Newberry of the result of his investigations a copy 
of it will at once be submitted to the Department . 

.As to interference with the correspondence of the legation on the 
part of the postal authorities, I will say that I have protested in a most 
earnest manner to the Sublime Porte and the subject is now undergo­
ing investigation. The Department has been fully advised by me on 
the subject. The superintendent of Turkish posts and telegraphs has 
called at the legation for the numbers of the registered letters that have 
been sent by the legation and not been delivered to Consul Jewett and 
the receipts which were given for the same have been submitted to him 
and I am assured most positively by His Highness the Grand Vizier 
the matter will be thoroughly inquired into at once. 

While this communication appears to include more than one subject 
yet it is in reply to and acknowledging thereceiptof the above telegram. 

I have, etc., 
D.P. THOMPSON. 

Mr. Thompson to JJ fr. Gresham. 
[T clegmru. ] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Constantinople, April10, 1893. (Received .AprillO, 1893.) 

Mr. Thompson announces the return of Mr. Newberry, whose report 
affords a Hufficient basis for the following demands: The issuance of an 
·iracle in favor of the school, the assurance of adequate protection, the 
immediate granting of a permit to build, and the payment of 500 Turkish 
pounds, value of the destroyed building, and requests instructions. 

Mr. Gresham to Mr. Thompson. 

[Telegr am.] 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, April 12~ 1894. 

Mr. Gresham instructs Mr. Thompson, in reply to tbe latter's tele­
gram of the lOth, to demand-without wai vin~ the right to demand at 

~R-40 
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a later date that the offend~rs be punished-that the school be granted 
a license and full protection, a permit be issued to immediately rebuild, 
and payment of the full value of the burned building effected. 

Mr. Thompson to M-r. Gresham. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGA1'ION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Constantinople, April14, 1893. (Ueceived April15.) 

Minister promises full satisfaction without formal demand before 
22d. I have granted the time. 

TH0~1PSON. 

Mr. Thompson to JJir. Gresham. 

No. 73.j LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Constantinople, April 14, 1893. (Received May 8.) 

SIR=· I have the horior to inform you that on the completion of the 
report. of Mr. Newberry, secretary of legation, who had been sent by 
me to J'rfarsovan to investigate the charge made against the Turkish 
officials at that place of having caused the destruction of the unfinished­
school building of the .American College by fire on the night of Feb­
ruary 2, 1893, I called on his excellency the minister for foreign affairs 
and informed him of the purposes of my visit. He ~xplained to me 
that as this was the season of the feast of R.amazan, which would ter­
minate on to-morrow and would be followed by the feast of Bairam, 
which would last three days, during which time little or no official busi­
ness is transacted, he would promise me full reparation for the loss 
(and compliance with the informal information I had given him as to 
the form of demand) on or before the 22d of this month, and asked me 
not to make the formal demand, but to give him an opportunity to make 
me the offer of reparation. On this promise of his excellency I granted 
the time asked for, and sent to the State Department the telegram of the 
14th. 

I hope his excellency the minister for foreign aff'airs will comply with 
his promise made to me. If it is nnt done the formal demand for 
reparation will then be made. 

I have etc., 
D. P. TIIO}IPSON. 

Mr. Gresham to Mr. Thompson. 

No. 63.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, April14, 1893. 

SIR: Your No. 53 of 16th ultimo, in further reference to affairs at 
Marsovan is .received, and I have to fully approve your conclusion that 
the burning of the school building, the property of the .Anatolian col-



TURKEY. 627 

lege, on the 3d February last, is the one subject for present considera­
tion. 

I have also received your No. 47 of 7th ultimo, in which you inclose 
the report of Mr. Jewett, consul at Sivas, on the facts in the case. The 
zeal and intelligence displayed by Mr. Jewett in the investigation are 
commendah1e. 

I am, etc., 

No. 76.] 

W. Q. GRESHAM. 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Constantinople, April.21, 1893. (Received May 6.) 

SIR: I have the honor to inform you that I am in receipt of a com­
munication from his excellency the minister for foreign affairs, inclos­
ing a note from his excellency the minister of public instruction, in 
reply to my note to him, which was transmitted to you in my No. 30 of 
February 14, 1893, in relation to censorship and mutilations of religious 
publications of the American missionaries in Turkey. The articles 
which were stricken out by the censors as objectionable have all been 
restored, and the time occupied in such examination bas been satisfac­
torily arranged. Sol am informed by Mr. H. 0. Dwight, the secretary 
of the publication committee, who expresses himself as entirely satis­
fied with the present order of his excellency the minister of public 
instruction. This vexed question may be regarded as at rest, at 
least for the present. 

I have, etc., 
D. P. TIIOMPSON. 

Mr. Thompson to Mr. Gresham. 

No. 78.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Constantinople, April.24, 1893. (Received May 11.) 

SIR: l have the honor to inclose herewith copy of a report of Mr. 
Newberry, the secretary of legation, referring to the late Marsovan 
incident. In connection therewith I beg to state that an earnest 
request has been made me by the minister for foreign affairs that I 
would delay presenting any demand in the case, which request I com­
plied with upon his positive assurances that the demands you have 
instructed me to deliver would be anticipated by the Porte in a tender 
to our Government of a sum of 500 Turkish pounds and an Irade for 
the school. 

I trust to be able to cable you within a day or two of this amicable 
and satisfactory arrangement, and I sincerely further trm;t that my 
action in the matter will meet with the approval of the Department. 

I have, etc., 
D. P. THOMPSON. 
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[Inclosure 1 in No. 78.] 

Mr. Newberry to JJ{r. Thompson. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Constantinople, April12, 1893. 

Sm: I have the honor to submit herewit,h a report giving the result of my inves­
tigations at Marsovan, Asia Minor, made under sections numbered 1 and 3 of your 
instructions to me, said invest.igations being conducted for the purpose of establish­
ing the truth or falsity of a charge made by the faculty of the American school at 
Marsovan, that certain Turkish officials were directly or indirectly responsible for the 
destruction by fire of the unfinished girls' school building, the property of the Ana­
tolian College at Marsovan, said fire occurring about 1 o'clock morning of February 
2,1893. 

United States Consul Jewett, of Sivas, who had already proceeded to Marsovan 
under your orders, acted with me in the several investigations, and I beg to testify 
that the result of his work, as heretofore reported to you in his several dispatches, 
proved a hard and diligent labor, and that his assistance to me in the present inves­
tigations was most valuable. 

As the charge of the college faculty was a most serious one, involving the crime of 
incendiarism, I deem it proper to call your attention to several events leading up to, 
at the time of, and subsequent to the fire a,s tending to establish a motive on the part 
of a certain Government official for the burning of the building. 

(a) It has been known by the Government officials of the province of Sivas, in 
which Marsovan is located, that for a considerable time a formidable secret Armenian 
society has existed in the province, with headquarters at Marsovan; every effort has 
been made by these authorities to ferret out the officers and prominent members of 
this society. A substantial amount of evidence has becu accumulated by them, 
throwing the greatest suspicion on two of the Armenian professors of the college, 
Messrs. Thoumayan and Kayayan, Ottoman subjects, that they were prominent mem­
bers and even officers of this secret society. 

(b) On or about the night of January 5, 1893, inflammatory placards were posted in 
several villages of the province of Sivas. These placards were printed on a cyclo­
style, and the only instrument of the kind known to be in the province or even in 
Asia Minor, is owned by Mr. Riggs of the college. 

(c) A street row occurred between several of the students of the college and some 
town boys. In investigating this matter the Turkish authorities produced evidence 
that proved to their satisfaction the existence of a storage of arms and ammunition 
in considerable quantities within the college precincts. (For a report on this inci· 
dent proYing the contrary, see inclosure No.3.) 

So much for the motive for the subsequent attack on the college. 
These several incidents seriously disturbed the cen~ral government at Constanti­

nople, and orders were sent to one Hosref Pacha, chief of the gendarmery of the 
province of Sivas, to proceed at once to Marsovan, and to find out and punish the 
originators of the placards. It will not be out of place to present to you some early 
history of this Hosref Pasha. He was formerly a noted brigand of the Trebizonde 
district, with a long record of crimes against his name, was ii.nally arrested, tried, 
and condemnecl to death, but subsequently pardoned on account of his betrayal of 
his uncaptured confederates. He was theu made an ordinary gendarme; promotjon 
after promotion succeeded, until to-day he is the chief police officer of the province of 
Sivas with the title of pasha. He is credited by universal rumor with the burning 
of two other houses in the province, and his general reputation for thievery and shady 
transactions is unsurpassed. 

Hosref Pasha, with an escort of some thirty zapties (police), left Sivas, en route t<? 
Marsovan. The first authentic information I was able to bring to light that his 
intentions toward the college were dangerous, came from the city of Amasia situated 
25 miles from Marsovan. At this place the zapties of his escort lllade no pre­
tensions of hiding those intentions. They openly stated that they were going to 
Marsovan to burn the college. The binbashi (local commander of police) of Amasia 
telegraphed the minister of police of Constantinople as follows: 

" Hosref Pasha is heTe ()'11 his way to Marsovan with the intention of burning the 
American college." This officer was immediately dismissed by Hosref Pasha. The 
telegraphic operator of Amassia informed the German vice-consul, Mr. Krng, of the 
contents of this telegram. Mr. Krug testified to me that the facts as above stated 
were true, and as be considered the situation precarious he wired Consul Jewett to 
come at once to Marsovan, and also wired his embassy at Constantinople to obtain 
the necessary instructions in order that be .might protect the American interests 
until Jewett's arrival. This, as you know, was clone through the efforts of yonrse1f 
arid Prince Radolin, the German ambassador. Mr. Krug went at once to the gov-
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ernor of Amassia, who also has jurisdiction over Marsovan, and told him he must at 
once tal~e measures to protect the college. 

Tllis shows that the Turkish Government was officially notified of the danger, 
and so far as is known and the subsequent attack shows, the Government took no 
measures to protect American interests. 

While at Marsovan I sent for this binbasbi. He denied everything connected with 
the telegrams. He returned immediately to Amasia and at once began to talk about 
his examination before me. His remarks were about as follows: 

"Yes, I had a great opportunity to get even with Hosref, but when it was known 
that Mr. Newberry wanted me I was called upon and promised my old position and 
a present of money if I would deny all." 

At MaTsovan I took the testimony of au Albanian who was living in the house of 
the local governor of the town. He testifies that on the evening preceding the fire 
be was given a telegram to carry to Hosref Pasha. He found him at the house of 
one Galeb Effendi, at dinner, at which the treasurer of the village, the president of 
the municipality, and one or two others were also present. The Albanian remained 
some little time listening to the discussion of how to punish the college, and dis­
tinctly heard Hosref Pasha say, ''these Americans are protected, and the only way 
to punish is to burn them, and it must be done at once." 

Drs. Riggs and Herrick tt stify that for several days preceding the fire numbers of 
the citizens of Marsovan, including Turks they had befriended, called and warned 
them that Hosref Pasha was openly boasting of his intention to burn the college. 

The testimony of some 30 citizens of Marsovan, while generally unimportant as 
showing responsibility for the fire, tends to show that Hosref Pasha was making full 
preparations to burn the college, and was taking no precautions whatever to hide 
his intentions. 

The college night watchman testifies that the fire broke out about 1 a.m. on Feb­
ruary 2, that he gave an alarm and ran toward the building and saw Hosref Pasha 
and one Gukmen already on the ground; that these two left the grounds w bile the 
fire was at its height; that they then placed him uncler arrest and took him to the 
Government building, where they tried by threats and bribes and a threatened beating 
to make him sign a statement that the building was set on fire by students who were 
smoking therein. 

Dr. Herrick testifies that he was one of the first arrivals at the scene of the fire, 
and as be was leacing his house to go to the burning building he saw two zapties 
skulking along a broken-down wall within the college inclosure, coming from the 
burning building and going toward the street. This aroused his snspicions and he 
walked around the burning building and found tracks in the snow of two men who 
had jumped over the outside wall and who had walked to the building, and no tracks 
of any kincl going from the building. 

This testimony, together with that furnished by Consul Jewett, leaves but one 
conclusion to arrive at, viz, that Hosref Pasha and his zapties were directly the 
cause of the destruction of the college building, and that the Turkish Govermneut 
is respousible for their acts. Direct evidence is always imp,ossible to have in crimes 
of this kind; the circumstantial evinence I consider strong. No other theory for the 
fire has been advanced even by the Turks, and all my allusions to Hosrcf Pasha made 
to the local authorities have been met with silence, 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 78.] 

Staternimt of loss jt·orn the burning of the giTls' school building. 

Total expenditure for the building ............................ _ ... - _- ...... £T. 586 
Salvage-estimateu value of foundation, timber, and other material not con-

sumed .... _ .. - ... - ..... - ... ---- .. ---- ... - -- .. ---- ... - ... -..... -.-. - ... -... 86 

Loss ..... ____ ...... _ .. _ ...... _ - _ . __ - - . - - - - . -. _______ .. _ .... ____ ... __ - , 500 

This does not incln<.lc any charge for a large amount of time spent by Mr. Riggs 
and myself in the purchase of material, superintending the work, and taking the 
accounts. 

l\1ARSOVAN, Ap1·U3, 1893. 

J, F. SMITH, 
Treasurer. 
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[Inclosure 3 in No. 78.] 

Mr. Newberry to M1·. Thompson. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Constantinople, -Ap1·il12, 1898. 

SIR: As will be seen by the section No.2 of your instructions to me,Iwastoascer­
tain the truth or falsity of a charge made by the local government of Marsovan, as 
submitted to your legation in a note verbale of the Sublime Porte, a copy and trans­
lation of which note is hereby appended. This incident, if true, would tend to estab­
lish the fact that firearms were habitually kept in the college buildings in sufficient 
quantities as to be a menace to public security, and that the Turkish officials might 
with reason suspect the good and peaceful intentions of the college authorities. 

At the examination of the several witnesses I invited the presence of the governor 
of Amasia, and the procureur-general, the last named being the official wh~ sent 
the report to Constantinople, and upon which report the above-mentioned note ver­
bale was based. 

The following is, in all probability, the true facts of the incident: 
Two boys of the town were leading a sheep across a field adjoining the college 

grounds, several boys of the college were playing in the college grounds, the usual 
town and gown feeling manifested itself, other town boys arrived, and a general 
serimmage ensued. In the midst of it Consul Jewett's kavass appeared, captured 
one of the town boys, and locked him up in a bakery building in the college grounds. 
Consnl Jewett soon heard of the trouble, released the boy, and reprimanded the 
ka.vass. 

The first witness called was the only one the Turks had for their side of the case. 
He testified to seeing 60 boys each armed with a revolver, the kavass armed with a 
Martini-Henry and several people in the college windows armed with rifles ready 
for action. A cross-examination of this Ananias was too much even for the Turkish 
officials, and the governor of Amassia advised him to go home and read his Koran over 
again. 

The kavass testified he was not armed. The officers of the college testified that 
no arms existod in tlw college, but that it was possible some few day-scholars might 
have had pistols on their persons. After a discussion of the matter the procurer­
general admitted that he was now perfectly confident that no arms or ammunition 
were en depot within the college precincts, and that his witness had grossly exag­
gerated matters. This statement he made in the presence of Djemal Bey, of the 
Turkish foreign office, Consul Jewett and his dragoman, and myself. 

I have, etc., 

No. 81.] 

H. R. NEWBERRY. 

Mr. Thompson to Jlfr. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Constantinople, April27, 1893. (Received May 11.) 

SrR: I have the honor to report for your information the receipt of a 
communication from U. S. Consul Jewett, of Sivas, stating that at last 
he has received all my dispatches connected with the Marsovan inci­
dent, the nondelivery of which is referred is in my No. 41. 

These dispatches have been more than a month on the way from 
here to Marsovan, a distance of about 300 miles. I had earnestly pro­
tested to his excellency the minister of foreign affairs and his highness 
the grand vizier in regard to the delay, and they promised me all assist­
ance possible, and I now feel assured they took bold of the matter 
seriously. The letters sent me by Consul Jewett are also all accounted 
for. This nonarrival and delivery of mail matter caused me much 
apprehension as to the dangerous position of our American interests 
at Mar~:;ovan and was the cause of my sending Mr. Newberry to the 
scene of action. Permit me to state that. Mr. Newberry, in carrying 
out my instructions, acted with rare judgment and tact. He found 
the Turkish officials and population bitterly opposed to the college, 
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they (the former) believing that the college was the seat of a revolu­
tionary movement. 

This feeling was entirely allayed, a friendly mutual understanding 
was arrived at, and all parties at Marsovan expressed themselves as 
perfectly satisfied with the result. 

Mr. Newberry's representations to me led me to suggest the removal 
of a number of incompetent Turkish officials and that a general amnesty 
be given to political prisoners. 

In this connection I have great pleasure in stating that His Majesty 
the Sultan, together with his high officials, received these suggestions 
in the spirit in which they were given. A general cllange oflocal admin­
istration bas taken place in Marsovan, and a full pardon has been given 
to some 700 political prisoners. Personal letters from the Americans 
of Marsovan show that the situation is perfect and that general satis­
faction reigns. I have the same assurances from the missionary board 
of this city. 

I have, etc., 
D. P. THOMPSON. 

JJ[r. Thompson to JJfr. Gresham. 

[Extract.] 

No. 82.] LEGATION OF THE UNI'rED STATES, 
Constantinople, April 27, 1893. (Received May 11.) 

SIR: I have the honor to report that the Ottoman Government have 
paid to this legation 500 Turkish pounds to cover the loss sustained by 
the American College of Marsovan in the destruction by fire, on the 
morning of February 27, 1893, of the unfinh;hed girls' school build1ng 
belonging to the college. The receipt for this money you will find 
inclosed. The necessary Irad6 has also been issued, granting immediate 
permission to rebuild, and a further Iradi is to be given to the college 
as soon as certain necessary formulrn are gone through with. 

This later lrade (once given) is what the college has been trying to 
obtain for years, but unsuccessfully. It guarantees protection and 
exemption from taxation, most important for any school in the Ottoman 
Empire. _ 

Hosref Pasha, chief of the gendarmerie of the province of Sivas, in 
which Marsovan is situated, has been removed and the chief of police 
of Marsovan has been imprisoned. 

These two men are responsible for the fire awl the troubles at Marso­
van. 

I have, etc., 
D. P. THOMPSON. 

[Inclosure in No. 82.] 

CONSTANTINOPLE, .rlpril 26, 1893. 

Received from D.P. Thompson, envoy extraordinary and minister plenipoten­
tiaryofthe United States, the sum of five hundred Turkjsh pounds (£T.500), being the 
amount paid by the Ottoman Government to cover the cost of the burned building 
at Marsovan, the property ofthe American Board of Commissioners for Jl'oreign Mis­
sions. 

W. W. PEEL, 
Treasurer Missions of the American Board in Turkey. 
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JJ1r. Adee to Jlfr. Thompson. 

DEPA1~1'MENT OF STATE, . 
W ash·ington, April 2.9, 1893. 

No. 77.] 

SIR: I have to acknowledge the receipt of your No. 69, of April4, 
1893, in which you refer to the anticipated action already taken and 
reported by you upon the points outlined in Mr. Gresham's telegram to 
you of the 1st instant. 

I note your statement that the land on which the girls' school build­
ing at Marsovan stood is held in the name of a Turkish subject, while 
the permit to erect th...e building thereon was also given to a Turkish 
subject. There is force in your comment that "There appears to be no 
good reason why the title should not have been in the name of the col­
lege society or in the name of the American professors there, so that 
the subject could be more directly dealt with." The imperial rescript 
of 7 Sepher 1284 (January 18, 1867), expressly grants to foreigners 
throughout the Turkish dominions enjoyment of the same rights as 
Ottoman subjects in regard to holding real estate; and the Aarifi­
Boker protocol of August 11, 187 4, followed by the President's proclama­
tion of October 29 of the same year, makes the recognition of such 
right to hold real estate in favor of American citizens a matter of con­
ventional agreement entered into by the U. S. GoYernment in the inter­
est of its citizens and for their due protection. 

If any valid reasons induced the American citizens who promoted 
the educational establishment at Marsovan to forego the rights secured 
to them in this regard, it may be convenient for your legation to be 
informed the.reof. 

I am, etc., 

No. 84.] 

ALVEY A. ADEE, 
Acting Secretary. 

llfr. Gresharn. to Mr. NeU'berry. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, May 9, 1893. 

SIR: I have received 1\ir. Thompson's No. 76, of 21st ultimo, by which 
the Department learns with extreme gratification that the Porte has 
taken action touching censorship of religious books which is satisfac­
tory to the representatives of this missionary interest in Turkey. 

I am, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 

JJfr. Greshanz. to Jlfr. Nelcberry. 

[:E:xt.ract.) 

No. 86.] DEPARTMENT OF ST.A.1'E, 
Vfashington, May 15, 1893. 

SIR: I have recPived Mr. Thompson's dispatches numbered 78 and 
~2, of A pril24 and 27 last, respectively. They relate to the recent Mar­
sovan incident, the former inclosing your report as to the investigations 
made uDder instructions from the minister, and the latter conveying the 
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very gratifying intelligence of the payment by Turkey of a money 
indemnity of 500 Turkish pounds for the acts of its officials and the 
promise of two imperial firmans in favor of Anatolian College. In the 
matter of the trial of the two native teachers, it will be proper for you 
to endeavor by all suitable means to secure for them a fair trial, with 
every possible recourse for their defense, and to enlist, through the 
British ambassador, the kindly offices of J\1r. Newton, the British vice­
consul at Angora, to this end. 

I congratulate you not only upon the ability and thoroughness of your 
investigation, but upon the ve.ry satisfactory termination of the incident 
itself, as well as upon the promise, as the Department perceives it, of 
the disappearance of occasion for future apprehension on the part ot 
American missionaries when the firm an granting protection and exemp­
tion from taxation shall have been issued. 

I am, etc. 

No. 87.] 

W. Q. GRESHAM. 

Mr. Gresham to Jlr. Netcberry. 

DEPAR'I'MENT OF STATE, 
Washington, JJiay 15, 18.93. 

SIR: In connection with the Department's instruction, No. 77, of the 
29th ultimo, I herewith transmit a copy of a letter from the American 
Board of Commissioners for For~gn Missions d&tecl Boston, the lOth 
instant, concerning the title to the missionary property at Marsovan, 
and the conditions proposed for securing an imperial Irade in favor of 
Anatolia College. From this letter it appears that all the real estate 
connected with the college, excepting the lot on which the recently 
burned building of the girls' school stood, is recorded in the names of 
American citizens. With regard to this lot, it is observed that it may 
by this time have been recorded in the name of the American owner; 
and if not, that it soon will be. 

In the matter of the imperial rlrman, Mr. Smith remarks that the 
"trustees of Anatolia College, located at Marsovan, are members of the 
prudential committee of the American Board of Commissioners for For­
eign Missions, resident in Massachushetts, most of them in the city of 
Boston," and suggests that "there are strong reasons why it would be 
well that the firmau should be issued in the name of these American 
trustees of the college who a.re the real owners of the property." 

The Department regards the explanation of Mr. Smith's letter in the 
matter of the title of the premises as satisfactory, and desires you to 
exert your good offices to secure the promised firman in the name of 
the American trustees of the college. Should the Turkish Government 
insist otherwise and prefer to have it issued in the name of the American 
missionaries at Marsovan, it is presumed that Dr. Dwight or Dr. Riggs 
can furnish you with the names of these gentlemen. It is possible that 
Dr. Smith may wish to submit the names of the individuals in each 
case, and if so, the Department will promptly make known the nature 
of his reply in this particular. 

I am, etc. 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 
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[Inclosure in No. 87.] 

Mr. Smith to Mr. G1·esham • 

.AMERICAN BoARD OF CoMMISSIONERS FOR FoREIGN MISSIONS, 
1 SOMERSET STJU~ET, 

Boston, Ma,11 10, 1893. 
SIR: "Referring to your favor of the 3d instant, containing inquiries in respect to 

the tenure of missionary property at Marsovan and the conditions proposed for 
securing an imperial recognition for the college at Marsovan, I have to say that I 
hav~ consulted Mr. Tracy, for twenty years a resident at Marsovan and for five years 
president of the college, and have his reply before me. 

From his letter I gather the following facts: (1) All the real estate connected with 
Anatolia College, the Girls' Seminary, and the missionary residences at Marsovan, is 
held by American citizens and recorded in their names (most of it in Mr. Tracy's 
name), the only exception being the lot on which the burned building stood. That lot 
immediately adjoins the other premises, and was but recently purchased; (2) this 
lot, on which the building for the girls' school which was burned stood, was pur­
chased, according to a prevailing custom in the country, by a native friend of the col­
lege, who was able to manage the bargain far better than the American missionaries 
could have done. At the time when the permit for erecting this girls' school build­
ing was obtained the property had not yet been transferred to the Americans at 
Marsovan; and as a building permit is always issued in the name of the owner of 
the property, this was granted in the name of Dr. Altoonian. This Dr. Altoonian 
is an Armenian, a native of the country, a warm friend of the missionaries, the phy­
sician of the college and the missionaries, and a member of the local board of mana­
gers for the college. 

In all these transactions the Americans were principals. Dr. Altoonian was the 
agent, though not ostensibly, at the time. The land was really purchased by and 
for the Americans, and this was known at Marsovan and elsewhere, and is proved 
by the following circumstances. 

(1) The lot on which the new building was to stand was walled in with the rest 
of the missionary premises soon after the ptj'chase, and that without objection from 
any source. This removal of the boundary lme shows possession-at least in Turkey. 

(2) All the material for the building was brought through the American premises 
and stored on the American premises, and all the expense in building was paid 
directly by the .Americans. 

(3) The Turkish Government, in paying indemnity to the Americans for damage 
done to these premises by the fire, has already acknowledged the ownership to vest 
in the Americans. That Government would not stultify itself by indemnifying the 
.Americans for damage done to one of its own citizens. 

Mr. Tracy is not entirely sure that the l0t has not already been recorded in the 
name of the American owner; but if that is not the case it is due no doubt to the 
disturbed condition af affairs at Marsovan during the last four months. This lot is 
a very insignificant fraction of the entire premises occupied by the American mis­
sionaries and their several buildings in Marsovan. It would be quite within bounds 
to say that nine-tenths: probably nineteen-twentieths, of all the land occupied by 
the mission on which the college buildings, the present girls' school building, and the 
missionary residences stand, has for a long time stood in the name of Mr. Tracy or of 
some other of the American citizens resident there. The answer, therefore, to your 
second question, namely, whether the firman which we desire is to issue in favor of 
American citizens or native subjects of Turkey as the owners of the realty and 
organizers of the institution, is that it is to issue in favor of the American citizens 
resident at Marsovan or to that one of them in whose name the property now stands 
recorded. 

A further question may arise in connection with this matter of the imperial firmau. 
The trustees of Anatolia College, located at Marso van, are the members of the pruden­
tial committee of the .American board of commissioners for foreign missions, resi­
dent here in Massachusetts, most of them in the city of Boston. There are strong 
reasons why it woul<l be well that the firman should be issued in the name of these 
.American trustees of the college, who are the real owners of the property which has 
been purchased at Marsovan, or which is comprised in buildings there, ttnd now held 
in the name of Mr. Tracy or some other of our missionaries at that point. If the 
Turkish Government, however, insists, as it may, perhaps, that it should issue in the 
name of persons in Turkey, then the names of the missionaries now resident at Mar­
sovan should be given and their successors. 

I trust that these statements substantially answer the inquiries raised in your 
favor of the 3d instant. Permit me to add the expression of the wish shared by my 
associates and by all the officers of the American Board, that our Government will at 
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this juncture use all proper influence to secure from the Turkish Government the 
imperial firman recognizing the college at Marsovan and securing to it perpetuity oi 
existence and protection by the Turkish Government. 

I am, etc., 
JUDSON SMITH. 

Mr. Quincy to Mr. Newberry. 

No. 91.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, May 24,1893. 

SIR: I transmit a copy of a letter of 20th instant, by which you 
will see that the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Mis­
sions appears to be satisfied with the settlement of the difficulties 
which recently arose at Marsovan. 

I am, etc., 

. [Inclosure in No. 91.) 

Mr. Smith to M1·. G1·esham. 

[Extract.] 

·JoSIAH QUINCY, 
.Acting Secretary • 

AMERICAN BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS, 
Boston, Mass. _, May 20, 1893. (Received May 23.) 

SIR: It is with exceeding gratification that the substance of Mr. Thompson's dis­
patch of April 27 is noted, regarding the success of negotiations between our Govern­
ment and the Porte, and the concession substantially of every point which has been 
included in these negotiations. 

It is noted with especial gratification that in addition to the punishment of the 
incendiaries and the payment of indemnity and the authorization of the immediate 
erection of a building in place of the one that has been burned, the settlement 
includes a definite promise of a firman for the college at Marsovan. This we under­
stand is delayed simply for the purpose of attending to needful formalities; but the 
pledge has been given and will be faithfully carried out. This adjustment, when 
completed, will be most gratifying to all our missionaries in Turkey, aud especially 
to those in Marsovan, and equally so to the officers of the board here at home. 

For the prompt attention given to this matter by the Department of State and the 
wise and effective instructions given to the minister at Constantinople, I desire to 
express my hearty appreciation, and to assure you of the special satisfaction which 
has been felt by all the officers of the board in this renewed evidence of the purpose 
and ability of our Government to protect its citizens in the Turkish Empire in all 
their rights and to maintain with firmness and dignity its own good name. 

I am, etc., 

No.5.] 

JUDSON SMITH. 

Mr. Gresham to Mr. Terrell. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Wa:-;hington, June 19, 1893. 

SIR: I transmit a copy of a letter from Mr. Sommerville, of the For­
eign Mission Board of the Reformed Presbyterian Church, in which he 
calls attention to numerous instances of illegal interference on the 
part ofthe Turkish authorities with the work of American missionaries 
in Syria. 
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It should be your earnest aim to secure full liberty and protection for 
the institutions which,. like those now in question, have conformed 
to the often onerous and vexatious requirements of the Turkish Gov­
ermnent in regard to worship and teaching. The recent recognition of 
the rights of such institutions and protection of their legitimate inter­
ests received at Bourdour and Marsova.n, indicate a disposition to deal 
with this class of questions in a just and tolerant spirit. 

Referring you to instruction No. 316,* of April 22, 1892, and No.11,t 
of December 9, 1892, to your predecessors, on the general subject, 

I am, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 

[Inclosure in No.5.) 

Mr. Son~merville to Mr. Gresham. 

NEW YORK, Jnne 13~ 1893. (Received June 16.) 
SIR: We have been instructed by the Board of Missions of the Reformed Preshy­

teria.n Church to call the attention of the Department of State again to what we 
regard as an illegal interference on the part of the Turkish authorities with our 
missionaries and their work in Syria. 

The accompanying paper furnitihe~:~ a statement in outline of the interference .and 
relentless opposition of which we complain. It was laid before your Department 
on April 5, 1~92, aml again on November 30, 1892, with an urgent reque.st for prompt 
action.+ 

Will yon not kindly look into this matter and send fresh instructions to the min­
ister at (;olJStantinople ~ At this crucial hour in the history of the American mis­
sion at Latakia prompt and decidccl action is necessary. vVe do not presume to 
dictate to the Government, but we respectfully urge that such steps be taken as will 
secure immediate redress. 

If yon can give us fifteen minutes any fht.y next week we will go on to Washing­
ton. A personal interview would afford oppOTtunHy fm questions that you might 
wish to ask and explanations that may be necessary on onr part. 

We have, etc., 
R. M. SOl\1MERVILT.E, C01·. Se01·etary. 
WALTER J. MILLER, 1'reas. 

Committee. 

[Inclosure.] 

A 1·estatmnent of facts relating to the ~mjust and illegal opposition of the Tw·kish authori­
ties in. Latakia, Syria, to the American mission there. 

Attention is called, first of all, to the confiscation of mission property at J en­
dairia. 

First. A primary school for boys was openeu in .Jendairia in the year 1865, and 
was kept open every year until closed by the general order of the Turkish Govern­
ment in the year 1887. 

In the fall of 1883, as no suitable place could be found in the village for the ever­
increasing work, the mission decided to purchase a lot and erect suitable buildings. 
A~:~ they had not as yet been required to get a firman before building or opening a 
school, the missionaries then stationed in Latakia, Dr. A. J. Dodds, Rev. vV. J. 
Sproull, and Rev. Henry Easson, bought the ruins of a house and the ground belong­
ing to it from three brothers, anq. secured the deed of sale in their names, witnessed 
by two chiefs of the village and others, according to the custom of the place and 
time, the three brothers being present. The paper, which was drawn in the names 
of the miRsionaries, because the Turkish Government will not give a deed of prop­
erty to a board located in a foreign land, was prepared by a Mohammedan, who has 
promised to bear witness at any time to its regularity. 

The local government knew that the house was built by and owned by the Ameri-

* See Fo·reign Relations for 1892, p. 562. 
t See present volume p. 589. 
t See inclosure to Instruction No. 11, p. 590. 
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can miSSIOn at Latakia, and the Government officials have used the house while 
staying in the village, as it was the only comfortable and clean place to be found 
there. · 

Second. In 1887, by the general order above mentioned, the school there, as well 
as other schools, were closed, and our mission, at the request of the American lega­
tion, presented the diplomas of teachers and programme of studies taught in our 
schools to the local board of education, and these were forwarded by sai(l board to 
the vilayet of Damascus, and afterward returned to Beirut, when the new vilayet 
was formed, and there they lie even till this day. 

About the same time samples of all the books used in the mission schools were 
sent to the Vilayet, and no book is used in these schools that does not bear the 
sanction of the Turkish Government. 

Minister Straus, after a two years' conflict, secured an agree~wnt permitting the 
reopening of all schools where the missionaries had complied with article 129 of the 
Turkish school law, and as our mission had clone so, it was instructed by Consul 
Bissinger, of Beirut to reopen the schools, and did so. 

The present governor of Latakia district, a year or so after, forbade the teachers 
to work for the American mission, and, as he denies the existence of a :school 
where the mission does not own the building, he thought he wonlcl be safer if he 
confiscated the property in the mountain. Accordingly in Oct:Jber, 1891, without 
form of trial or even a notice to the mission, he took the mission property from the 
agent and gave it to the former owners. 

Our mi~ion appealed to the Vilayet Beirut and the American consul there, but 
could get no redress. The case was then carried to the legation at Constantinople, 
and Minister Hirsch, we understand, wrote an official note to the Sublime Porte 
demanding the restoration of the property to the mission, but to this day it has not 
been restored, and we have been informed within a few days that no further action 
will be taken in the matter without fresh instructions from Washington. This 
delay is inexplicable, when jt is well known that the property belonged, not to 
natives, but to loyal American citizens, and is held by properly executed deeds. 

In the second place, attention is called to the mission property at Aldaim. 
InN ovember, 1891, the governor of Lataokia gave orders for its seizure. Through 

Vilayet of Beruit, the mission secured a stay of that order, but the governor has 
never countermanded it, openly, at least. Besides, he has driven the teacher, one of 
our licentiates, and his sou, with their families, out of the place and has allowed, if 
not encouraged, the Fellakin to occupy the grounds, so that the property will event­
ually be destroyed unless arrangements can soon be made to put one in the house. 
So far as the mission knows, there is no flaw in the title to this property. 

In the third place, att,ention is called to schools illegally closed. We give below 
a list of these schools: 

Jendairia, Ain Lebu, Sil Marcho and Mushaisafay on the plains near Latakia, 
Gunaimia, Ishbutgo, Muzaira, Dibbash and Al-dainay in the Kaimakamati of Gebley, 
and Inkzik in the Vilayet of Aleppo. 

These are.all old schools having been in existence from fifteen to twenty-eight 
years, and in every case the mission had complied with the Turkish school law. All 
of these r-;chools were reopened by order of the American legation, ancl surely the 
honor of the Government of the United States i& pledged to see that the mission is 
allowed to carry on school work without obstruction, in accordanc; with an agree­
ment entered into between its representative at Constantinople and the Sublime 
Porte, April 20, 1887. 

In the last place, the goyernor of Latakia is becoming every day more imperious 
in his demands, evidently determined to drive our missionaries out of Servia. The 
chiefs are forbidden under penatly of arrest and imprisonment to allow them to con­
duct any form of service in their villages. In this way he is exciting the people 
against them; and, if the people were to act on his orders, it would not be safe for 
our missionaries to go out among them. 

No. 12.] 

R. M. SOMMERVILLE, 
Sc01·etm·y Foreign Mission Boa1·d of the Refonned Presbyterian Ohut·ch. 

Mr. Adee to Mr. Terrell. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Waskington, July 3,1893. 

SIR: I transmit for your information a copy of correspondence with 
Mr. Fred. Perry Powers, of the Journal of Uommerce, relative to the 
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proposed medical practice of Dr. Mary P.Eddyin the Ottoman Domin­
ions. 

I am, etc., 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 12.] 

ALVEY A. ADEE • 
.Acting Secretary. 

Mr. Powers to M1·. Quincy. 

NEW YORK, June 27, 1893. (Received June 30.) 
DEAR SIR: I think that I addre~:Jsed yon a few weeks ago in regard to Dr. Mary 

Pierson Eddy, who is about to go to Turkey as a missionary physician. That letter 
did not ca.U for any reply, but I write now to ask, if it is not too much trouble, if 
the Department of State has found it practicable to send any suggestions regarding 
Dr. Eddy to the minister of the United States in Constantinople' 

The Ottoman Government has refused or neglected to grant licenses to physicians 
who are women to practice medicine except among women only or -among children 
only. Dr. Eddy holu!i diplomas from the regents of the University of New York and 
the board of censors of Massachusetts. These give her the right of unlimited medical 
practice in New York and Massachusetts among men, women, and children. She 
has diplomas also from institutions that instruet especially in diseases of the eye, 
and her practice will be mainly in this line. But having diplomas granted under 
the authority of the States of Massachusetts and New York, she hopes to get 
an unlimited license to practice in Turkey, and I believe that the Turki&h authori­
ties will grant it if the American minister should manifest a decided wish to have 
it done, or if the Department of State would express the hope that it might be done. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
FUED. PERRY POWERS. 

[Inclosure 2, in No. 12] 

M1·. Adee to Mr. Powers. 

DEPARTMF.NT OF STATE, 
Washington, July 3, 1893. 

SIR: Your letter of the 27th ultimo, on behalf of Dr. Mary Pierson Eddy, who is 
about to proceed to Turkey for medical practice, has been received. Your former 
letter is not of record in this Department. 

The Turkish rules and regulations in regard to admitting alien physicians to prac­
tice may be found at page 708, Foreign Relations~ 1889. I inclose a transcript thereof. 

The Department is not informed of any Turkish requirement limiting female phy­
sycians to attenuance on female patients, but, if there be, the subject would seem to 
be within the sovereign competence of the Ottoman Government to regulate within 
its own jurisdiction. 

I am, etc, 

Mr. Gresham to Mr. Terrell .• 

ALVEY A. ADEE1 
.dcting Secretary. 

No.14.] DEPAR'l'MENT oF STATE, 
Washington, July 5,1893. 

SIR: I send you herewith a copy of the correspondence between this 
Department and the consul at Jerusalem relative to the complaint o:. 
one Hyman Rose, a naturalized citizen of the United States, who alleges 
that he was prevented by the Turkish authorities from selling and 
.conveying certain real estate owned by him in Jerusalem because he 
is a Jew. 
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Mr. Rose alleged that the discrimination against him was in conse­
quence of an order or proclamation of the Turkish Government. As 
Consul Merrill stated that he had no official knowledge of such an 
order, Mr. Rose was requested to inform the Department of the exact 
nature and source of his information, and to furnish, if possible, a copy 
of the proclamation referred to. He bas replied in a communication, 
just received, that his information was derived from a letter written by 
his father; that he bad not seen the proclamation, and even doubted 
its existence, but presumed the restriction was in consequence of secret 
instructions. As it seems impossible to secure more definite informa­
tion from Mr. Rose or from the consul at Jerusalem, you are directed 
to ascertain in such discreet way as suggests itself to you the position 
of the Turkish Government with regard to this matter, and to report 
to the Department the result of your inquiry for further· instructions, if 
need be. 

In this connection your attention is called to the real-estate protocol 
of 1874 (Treaty Volume, p. 824). This protocol has all the force of a 
treaty engagement and secures to foreigners th8 right to acquire, hold, 
and convey real estate upon compliance with the requirements of local 
laws and regulations on the same footing as native Turks. You will 
note that there is no restriction whatever placed upon the enjoyment 
of this right by aliens, save in respect to ''subjects of Ottoman birth 
who have changed their nationality." It is declared that they "shall 
be governed by a special law." This Government bas never been 
informed of this special law, but it can have no relation to a prohibi­
tion alleged to rest on a religious disqualification. If an American cit­
izen be denied the right to acquire or dispose of real estate under the 
rescript of 1867 and the protocol of 1874 because he is· alleged to be of 
a certain religious faith, this Government would be bound to protest 
against such a discrimination as inadmissible. · No religious test can 
be recognized by this Government, and equal right~ under treaties are 
.claimed for all American citizens regardless of the faith they profess. 

I am, etc., 
W. Q. GRESH.A.M. 

[Inclosure lin No. 14.] 

Mr. Quincy to M1·. Merrill. 

No. 20.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, March 28, 1899. 

SIR: I inclose herewith a copy of a letter, received at this Department on the 23d 
instant, from Hyman J. Roos, of New York, who claims to be an American citizen, 
relative to certain landed property owned by him in Jerusalem, which he complains 
that he can not sell in consequence of a proclamation of the Turkish Government 
forbidding Jews to make transactions in real estate. You are instructed to investi­
gate this matter, and if the case appears a proper one for your interference, you will 
do what you can to protect Mr. Roos's interest, if he be registered as a citizen of the 
United States. 

The result of your efforts should be reported to the Department. 
I am, etc., 

JOSIAH QUINCY, 
4BBistant Secretary. 
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[Inclosure in inclosure 1 in No.14.] 

Mr. Roos to Mr. Gresham. 

NEW YORK, March 21,1893. 
SIR: Respectfully undersigned is an American citizen who owns some landed prop­

erty in the city of Jerusalem, Palestine, Asia. Wanting to sell the aforementioned 
property he is unable to do so in consequence of a proclamation issued by the Turk­
i::>h Government ·forbidding to Jews all transactions in real estate. Undersigned 
being a Jew is hindered in disposing of his lawful property. 

Has the Government of the United States of America official knowledge of this 
arbitrary discrimination against citizens of the United States of America on account 
of their religious belief. 

Is the Government of the United States willing to try inducing the Turkish Gov­
ernment to stop abridging the rights of American citizens~ 

I remain, etc., 

No. 21.] 

HYMAN J. Roos. 

[Inclosure 2 in No.1~.] 

Mr. Quincy to Mr. Merrill. 

DEPARTMENT O.I!' 8TA TE, 
Washington, .April10, 1893. 

SIR: Referring to the Department's instruction No. 20, of the 28th ultimo, rela­
tive to certain landed properts in Jerusalem owned by one Hyman J. Roos, who 
claimed to be an American citizen, I have to state that this Department is in receipt 
of his certificate of naturalization and that his name appears to be Hyman Rose, and 
not Hyman J. Roos, as given in his letter of March 23 last. 

I am, etc., 

• 
[Inclosure 3 in No. 14.] 

Mr. Merrill to Mr. Qnincy. 

JOSIAH QUINCY, 
Assistant Secreta1·y . 

No. 49.] CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Jm··usalem, Syria, May 8, 1893. (Received June 5.) 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatches Nos. 20 and 
21, dated, respectively, March 28 and April 10, 1893, both having reference to Ryman 
Rose and his inability to carry on transactions in land in this country because of a 
proclamation issued by the Turkish Government forbidding to Jews that right. 

The Departm8nt is awa.re that by the trenty all mattflrs pertaining to land, includ­
ing buying a.nd selling, mortgaging, building, repairs, rents, and the like, are 
entirely beyond the jurisdiction of the consulate, :mel are absolutely under the con­
trol of the Turkish authorities. They guard this right with the utmost jealousy, 
and resent anything that appears like interference with their legitimate province. 
Consequently, I have never seen such an order as Mr. Rose refers to, nor has the 
governor ever sent me any communication on this subject. All the consuls are 
treated alike in this matter. If the consul were to ask the governor about it, the 
question would be regarded as an impertinent one. Thus far I know officially noth­
ing about such an order. 

On the other hand, I know that the Jews have stopped buying and selling land, 
aml the cause assigned is the same as that given hy Mr. Rose. I have repeatedly 
urged some of our American Jews, since such an order was said to have beenissued, 
to make atrial case, bring to me the usual papers, and I would forward them to the 
governor, and W8 would soon learn the facts. In every case they have declined to 
do this, fearing it might involve them in some slight expense. Had they presented 
such papers to be forwarded as usual, and they bad been returned to me, I should 
then htwe had ground for action, and should have promptly reported the matter to 
Constantinople and Washington. The consul cannot base a report to the Depart­
ment of State npon rumors alone. 

I have conferred with Messrs. Frutiger & Co., bankers in this city, with regard to 
this matter and they say they have reason to think that the order referred to will 
very soon be modified or annulled altogether. I mention this because this particu-
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hLr firm has more to do with Jewish land transactions than any other firm or inclivid­
ual here. As soon as I become aware of any change I will notify the Department. 

The Turkish Government claims the right of discriminating against what it reganls 
as an objectionable class-in this case, the Jews-the same, they say, as the United 
Sta,tes cliscrimin::ttes against the Chinese, and the fact that a Jew belongs to this or 
that nation does not remove him, in their estimation, from the class to which objec­
tion is specially made. 

·whenever an American citi;>;en wishes to buy land, he presents to the consulate a 
certain petition which is forwarded to the governor according to the two forms 
herewith inclosed. 

I remain, etc., 
SEJ-AII MERRILL. 

[Inclosure in No.4!).] 

Forms used in this consulate when an American c-itizen wishes to bny land. 

To the consttl of the United States, Jerusalem: 
Sm: I, the unclersign~d, a citizen of the United States, beg to inform you that I 

wish to buy of Mr. --- a piece of land of ---dimensions, situated in ---, 
aml I request you to transfer this petition to the local authorities and likewise 
to declare to them my citizenship. 

(Signed by the petitioner.) 

To his excellency the governor of Jerusalem: 
ExCELLENCY: The foregoing petition has been presented to this consulate by Mr. 

---,a cUizen of the United 8tates, who wishes to buy a piece ofland as stated iu 
his petition, and I humbly request you to transfer the same to the proper depart­
ment for their action. 

I take this opportunity, etc. 
(Signed by the consul.) 
Date and seal. 

No.18.] 

• 

Mr. Gresham to Mr. Terrell. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATli~, 
lVctshington, tluly 7, 1893. 

SIR: I inclose a copy of a letter from Mr. J nelson Smith with refer­
ence to the statement of Mr. Thompson's No. 82 of 27th April last, that 
au -irad6 would be given, guaranteeing protection and immunities to the 
college at Marsovan. The Department would be pleased to know what 
progress has been made in that regard. 

I am, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 

[Inclosure in No. 18.] 

Mr. Smith to Mr. G1·esharn. 

AMERICAN BOARD OF CO:M:l'IHSSIONERS FOR FOREIGN MISSIONA, 
Boston, June 29, 1893. (Received July 1.) 

Sm: Recalling the history of events connected with our missiona.ry work in Tur­
key, and noting with what slow steps promises rnado by the Turkish Government 
often reach fnltillrneu t, I am led to refer to tho pledges given by the Porte to Mr. 
Thompson in connection with the Marsovan affair, to the e1fect th~t a,n irade would 
be granted the college as soon as the necessary formalities were concluded. ·with­
out attempting to determine just what these formalities are or what time may be 
required for their fulfillment, it is obviously of great consequence that our Govern-

F R-41 
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ment should press this point upon the attention of the Turkish Government, a11d 
insist upon the early fulfillment of this pleuge. Nothing has been satisfactorily 
settleu in the Marsovan incident if this pledge fails of fulfillment, and I am snre that 
our Government will not hesitate in the least to bring the attention of the Turkish • 
Government to this point and to secure au early fulfillment of this pledge. 

Advices from Marsovan and ii'om Com;tani,inople reveal plainly enough the fact 
that our missionaries at Marsovan are to-day in great personal peril, <lue in no small 
degree to the recent disturbances and tbe still undefined posHion of the college in 
that community. 'Vere the college covered by an imd6 this peril would at once 
disappear and its future be well assured. In view of this situation and the other 
considerations already alleged, yon will appreciate the reason for our feeling keenly 
the importance of having our minister at Constantinople instructed to press tliis 
matter to an early definite issue and to leave the Turkish Government in no doubt 
that the granting of this imde is deemed by our Government as an essential elemeut 
in the proposetl settlement of the Marsovan incident. With ·warm appreciation of 
the kindly and prompt consideration gi Yen to matters brought to the attention of 
the State Department from these rooms in the past, and assured of the steadfast 
purpose of our Government to maintain both its own dignity aml_the welfare of its 
subjects in every land, 

I am: etc., 
JUDSON SMITH. 

Mr. Ten·ell to JJfr. Gresham. 

No. 10.] LEG.A'l'TON OF 'l'HE UNITED STATES, 
Oonstananople, Jttly 20,1893. _ (Received August 7.) 

SIR: On July 1 I was shown by a resident missionary a telegram 
which stated in effect that a Miss Melton, an American teacher at 
the Mosul school, had been assaulted by unknown parties at Daree, a 
motmtain village which is near Amad.ia in Koordistan. Amadia is four 
days' ride from•l\iosul, where Dr. E. \V. McDowell resides with his 
family. The village of Daree is located in a wild, mountain distriet of 
Koordistan, many hundred miles from here, near the extreme limit of 
the Ottoman Empire. 

I immediately communicated to Mr. Gates the fact that the grand 
vihier had direeted prompt measures to be taken for the pTotection of 
.:Miss l\!felton and for the punishment of h.er assailants. 

On the 14th of July I received from J\!Ir. Peat, of the missionary pub­
lishing house here, a letter from the Rev. E. vV. McDowell~ dated 
.1\.madia, Koordistan, June 21, 1893, a eopy of which is inclosetl ancl 
with it a paper marked "Facts bearing on the attack on Miss Melton," 
which I also inclose a copy of. 

The letter and "statement of facts," cons,idered in connection 'vith a 
letter to Mr. Peat shown me, give information: (1) That Dr. l\1cDowell 
and family went with Miss l\1elton to Amadia from l\1osul for "a change 
of air." (2) That Miss Melton after her arrival at Amadia, left her com­
panions, and with her nurse and a prGacher spent the night at Daree, 
a mountain village. (3) That her tent was stretched on t.he top of a 
fiat-roofed house in the village and in it she passed the night, neglect­
ing the very necessary precaution of having near her au effieient pro­
tection. (4) In the night she was assaulted by two men with clubs, 
while accomplices near :fired off their guns to frighten the villagers. 
(5) No protector was at hand, and after seriously bruising Miss Melton 
the robbers (if such they were) left without stopping to plunder. (6) 
The place in which the outrage occurred is notorious for its robberies. 

It seems si11gular that two men armed with clubs, and having a frail 
woman in their power, did not inflict more serious injury, if to beat her 
was thei~ only object. 
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The "statement of facts" I had translated, and delivered it to the 
grand vizier, and was again assured that energetic measures were in 
progress to arrest and punish the wrongdoers, which fact I communi­
cated to Dr. :McDowell by mail. 

Yesterday the inclosed letter (inclosure 3), the original of which was 
mailed at lVIardin, 'rurkey, and is dated July 3, was delivered to me by 
Mr. Peat, and I received Ly mail at the same time a copy of a letter from 
Dr. E. W. McDowell to Dr. Thom, who lives at Mardin. This letter 
appears to have been written at ..A.maclia in Koorclistan, J nne 21, 1893. 

The letters contain the snbsta11ce of a letter formerly shown me by 
1\'Ir. Peat, and give a more detailed statement of the circumstances 
attending the outrage. ..A.pprehcusions of danger are reiterated, and 
the letter written at Koordistan only a few clays after the assault on 
l\liss 1\ielton shows that :Mr. :McDowell immediately wrote to the board 
to secure action by cable. 

Ag·ain, I visited the grand vizier, and requested a more particular 
statement of the steps taken by him to secure the safety of Miss Mel­
ton and her friends, and for the punishment of the wrongdoers. 

He had his order interpreted to me sentence by sentence, as also the 
communication from the scat of trouble to him, and at my request 
promised that a written translation into French of both should be sent 
to my legation for the informatio;n of my Government, in the form of 
a note verbale. Tlle translation of the papers received from the grand 
vizier is given in inclosure 5. In a,nswer to my request for a vizirial 
letter to the local authority at ..A.madia and Mosul directing them to 
secure protection for my countrymen there (as our Government has no 
consul near), and which will make the local chief responsible for their 
safety, it was readily promised. Unless it is promptly forwarded I 
·will advise you. Permit me to suggest that the missionary board in 
the United States, who are in communication with your Department, 
be informed that the missionaries in Asia, remote from a consular office 
of the United States, may each on writing to me procure such an order 
for themselves and familie_s; for a vizirialletter compels the protection 
of the local chief, and is the most efficient means of protection in remote 
districts. 

A cable dispatch from the United States two days ago, making 
inqniry about Miss 1\felton's safety, induced me to cable you. I 
refrained fi.·om informing you of the assault on Miss 1\ielton, after being 
satisfied that this Government was doiug aU that was possible to secure 
her protection, especially as it could only tend to increase the excite­
ment so recently started by religious propagandists at home over Armen­
ian troubles. I am confident that the Government of the Sultan is at 
present sincerely desirous to secure full protection to all ..American citi­
zens, and I am equally confident that the grand vizier and minister of · 
foreign affairs are satisfied that the two Marsovan teachers were guilty 
of a treasonable conspiracy against their Government when under a 
vressure from Rngland and America they spared their lives and ban­
ished them. 

1\fy cable dispatch referred to was as follows: 
Grand vizier has done his full duty to protect teachers in Koorclistan, and to pun­

'~">h for assault on Miss Melton. 

I have, etc., 
A. W. TERRELL. 
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[Inclosure 1 in No.lO.] 

Mr. McDowell to Mr. Tm·t·ell. 

AMADIA, KOORDISTA:J\"1 Jnne ~1, 1893. 
DEAR. SIR: Yesterday by special messenger I sent letter to :Mosul to be forwarded 

by post to you, informing you of a.n attack made by Koords upon Miss Melton, au 
American missionary, in which she was seriously, but not fatally injured. There aro 
man;y desperate men here; the local government shows no disposition to give us 
redress or to arrest tho perpetrators of the outrage. In consequence our lives are 
put in jeopardy and the situation seems to be more serious day by day. 

Unless prompt action is taken bringing an order from the General Government to 
bear upon the local government insuring our protection until the case can be inveo­
tigated, I fear there may be very serious consequences. 

I gave the particulars in the letter referred to, and asked you to, secure such action 
if possible by telegraph to Mosnl, oar nearest mail and telegra.Ph point, and which 
is four days away. I send this by different messenger, in view of possibility of my 
other man's being intercepted. I have also made provision to telegraph you in a 
certain contingency. There are 6 of us. Miss Melton, my wife, 3 little ones, and 
myself. 

I earnestly hope you ma.y be able to afford us relief, for which we shall all be 
deeply grateful. 

Believe me, etc., 
E. W. McDowELL. 

Address : Mosul, TurkAy in Asia. 

P. S.-We brought a letter with us from. tho vali of Mosul to the kaimakam of 
this place, so that we are here by the knowledge and consent of the government. 

E. W. McD. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 10.] 

Facts bea1·ing upon tlte attack 'made upon M·iss Melton. 

vVe have lleen in this country for several years, have made repeated visits to this 
district, and only last year spent some days in Daree, the village in which the affair 
occurred. We have not thought there was any special risk in staying in these vil­
lages. 

We have adherents to our church in these villages ~i.nd so are clearly within treaty 
rights in visiting them to give religious instruction. 

vVe have in no way givfllt offence to any one, nor have we met with any opposition 
in the village in question. We were invited and cordially received by the entire 
village. 

Other single l:.t<.lies in Koordistan have visited vHlages, spending weeks and months 
in an unsettled region without other protection -than their servants, and have not 
been molested. 

Every precaution possible was taken to insure her safety, except that of taking 
a soldier. She did not take a soldier (1) because it did not seem necessary; (2) judg­
ing from experience a soldier would not have been given; (3) a soldier is no profJec­
tion; ( 4) the low character of the soldiers. 

It may be said that the Government can not protect us in this region. In answer 
to this I beg leave to submit the following: 

Two years ago in an adjoining district there was a powArfnl Koonlish aghft who 
oppressed the Christian villages. The local government, in answer to petitions, 
said they were not able to deal with him. An order came from the Genera.! Govern­
ment, a small detachment of soldiers was sent np to his village, be was arrestell in 
his own castle and carried off from the midst of his own men, all for taxes. 

This Government recently arrested two powerful chiefs in the mountains above 
here, taking them out of their stronghold, and held -them here for months, the one of 
them against the attempts of his friends to release him. 

This last summer the Sultan sent a special agent to Mosul to make certain reforms 
in government. He carne without soldiers, bad only the means at his command 
which were possessed by his predecessors, yet in two weeks, by energetic and indis­
criminate application of justice of the power of the Government upon rich and poor, 
great and small, he inspired such a terror among evH doers, even in the recesses in 
the mountains, that lawlessness for the time practically ceased. The local govern­
ment does n9t protect, but it is not because it can not1 as the above incidents dem-

/ 
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onstrate. A single application of justice to our case would afford us more protection 
than a soldier at our elbow every place we go. 

I submit the following evidence as going to show that the perpetrators of this 
particular outrage are men of this city and probably soldiers. 

The men stationed to fire off their guns to frighten the village in case of an outcry 
from the tent, their knowledge of the situation of the tent, their disregard of the 
villagers, would indicate a.n attack planned, and planned in reference to Miss Meltou. 
The Koords from a distance coulU not have learned yet of her presence there. 

The servant girl testifies that their clothing- was that of Amadia. 
Miss Melton's assailant, as diu the rest, spoke in Koordisb, but in swearing he nsed 

not'' Ya Klndai,'' olJ! God, as the mountain Koords would, but" Ya Allah," the 
Arabic term, "·hich would be used by the soldiers or other Amadiaus who have been 
down upon the plain among the Arabic-speaking people. 

The first impulse of a mountain Koord, when a.ngry, is to use his dagger. There 
was no dagger used and none seen. A soldier habitually uses a stick on the vil­
l:1gers. The stick used upon Miss Melton was of the kind especially comlllon to this 
place. 

A mountain Koord, having made such an attack upon a woman, wouhl not have 
left her alive. They also, in firing upon the village, would have do11e more than 
frighten the people. 

At the place from which the gnus were fired were found two cartridge shells and 
two cart,ridges which had missed fire and been thrown from tho gnus. ThTee of 
these were of the Martini rifle, which is the Government rifle, the fourth was also for 
a Government rifle, but of different pattern, one which has been recently introduced, 
and not one of which is to be founu among the Koords. 

To show the strength of this proof, in my first interview with the kaimakam 
and the judge I showed them these cartridges, whereupon they both exclaimed: 
"·vrhy, this was done by men of this place!" and looked at each other. Instantly, 
seeing how it would involve them, they endeavored to weaken the proof by state­
ments absuru on their face, and grew quite angry as I held to that position. 

There are certain men here who are notorions for their robberies. They act as con­
trivers and receivers of the plunder. One of them is in the Government and has 
Roldiers under him. Some of these men were opposed to our coming here as inter­
fering with their business. There was talk among them about putting us ont. Sup­
posing the attack was made to intimidate us, this would explain the repeated beat­
ings without killing, the suct.den disappearance of the men after that hnd been 
accomplished without stopping to 11lunder, as they might easily have done, and as 
Koorcls would surely have done. 

The one of these parties referred to as being in the Government manifested friend­
liness to me before the event, he knew of it surprisingly soon the next morning, 
happened in at all my interviews with the kaima1mm, called when the officer 
came to take Miss Melton's testimony, asked strange questions from one of my men; 
all of which are not likely to have occurred uuder ordinary circumstances. 

It is the opinion of other men here that it was done by men of this city and prob-
ably at the instigation of the one referred to. . 

In all probability the men are in this city. The governor himself thinks so. It 
onght not to be difficult to apprehend them. That the Government is doing nothing 
to do so ought to render very wea.k their statement to our Government that they can 
not protect us here. The strong probability that soldiers were implicated in it ought 
to be remembered when they say that we ought to take soldiers with us in going to 
the villages. 

[Inclosure 3 iu No . lO.] 

Mr. Gates to M1·. Terrell. 

AMERICAN MISSION, 
MarcUn, Turlcey in .Asia, Ju.ly 3, 1893. 

DEAR SIR: A few clays since I sent you a telegram informing you of the brutal 
assault made upon Miss Melton, an American missionary of the Presbyterian board in 
the neighborhood of Amadia. I now inclose to you a copy of the letter of Hev. B. vV· 
McDowell, · of the same mission, regarding this ont.rage. Mosul was formerly a sta­
tion of our mission and the relations between that mission and onr own are very 
close and friendly, hence they wrote to us at once; and we are so impressed with 
the gravity of the situation that we feel constrained to entreat that you will nHe 
every effort to obtain redress in order th::tt the lives of missionaries may be rendered 
safe in t]Jat region. It is only a few years since two missionaries of that same 
mission were atta.ckeu and robbed there, and we can not but fear that Mr. McDowell 
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and his family are in peril now unless stringent measures are taken to insure their 
protection. 

Moreover, we are anxious concerning Miss Melton. She is a delicate little womau, 
although very brave. The shock of such an attack by night, the desertion of all 
her attendants, who were in terror for their own lives, together with tlw brntal ocat­
ing she received, arc quite enough to produce serious and lasting rcsnlts of a char­
acter to mar her whole life; hence we wait for news of her condition with mnch 
solicitndt\. 

I h:we writ.ten to Mr. Peat also concet·ning tl1is matter, ancl I trnst be will see 
yon in regard to it. 

Very sincerely, etc., 
C. F. GATES. 

[Inclosure 4 in No.lO.] 

M1·. McDowell to Dr. Thom. 

AMADIA, KOORDISTAN, 
.Jnne 21, 1893. 

DEAR DR. THOM: We left Mosul June 1, reaching Amatlia the 5th. I have now to 
tell you of au occurrence that will shock yon. Miss Melton, a few 11ights since, ,ya,s 
beaten quite badly by some Koorcls. The blows inflicte(l might woll have killed 
her, but thanks be to God she was saved from any serio1is injury so far as >Ye know. 
There were several scalp wounds which bled profusely, and bruises upon her body, 
especially upon her abdomen, one of them being the print of the entire head of the 
cane used. This was on the lower part of the al)(lomen. This is now the sevcuth day 
and she has apparently not su IIered greatly from the sho..:k; although wea.k. To-day 
she is not up, but her trouble may have no eounection with the beating, sick­
ness at the stomach and diarrhea. Later: Dr. Daniel snys her trouble to-day is pros­
tration from reaction. For several days her pulse was very strong, but to-day it is 
very faint. Yon will ,wish to know the particulars. Brieiiy they arc as f(Jllows: 

vVe reached Amadia Monday, J nne 5. On the following Friday she went to Daree, 
one of our villages less than an hour away, to work among the women. \Ve thought 
it was perfectly safe, i. c., for this country. She had one of our best pastors with 
her, who has worked in the mountains for years amid dangers of various kinds, as 
her protector. Several other men slept about her tent, which 'vas pitched upon a 
roof. On the following Wednesda.y, after midnight, she was awakened by a man in 
her tent. On seeing she was awake he began to beat her with his cane. The frame 
about her hed at first protected her. This angered him. He tore it away, and again' 
beat her with one of the sticks of the frame (over an inch square). She was at ilrst 
entangled in the nrt (for mosquitoes), but soon freeing herself, she got up, wrested 
the stick from his hands, and seized him by the hands, holding him for a moment. 
He threw her offwith an oath, and aga.in Legan to beat her. His accomplice came 
in at this moment, and taking him to be the pastor, Zccheria, on whom she had 
been crying for help, she ran to him, but was pushed aside. The two now bega.n 
to ga.then1p her things, and she ran outsi<le, to find that everybody but her servant 
girl had deserted her, and she had been choked into silence. People had hea.rcl her 
cries, but they had accomplices stationed a few rods away among the rocks, who, 
when they saw everybody was out, fired off their guns to intimidate them, calling 
upon them not to come near and not to run. 

They did run, however, all of them, including the pastor. The Koord seeing her 
outside the tent, again attacked her, this time giving her that terrible blow on the 
abdomen. In doing it he lost his bala.nce and fell off the roof~ unfortunatel,v on the 
low side. Very unaccountably they now disappeared suddenlj' , tnlcing only a few 
things from among the things under their hands, and those of little value. Aft,er 
they left, some of the people came back. She got the girl to pour water on her head, 
she was covered with blood, and then dressed it herself as best she could with tannic 
acid. They could not be induced to bring me a letter until daylight, at which time 
I got it as nicely and carefully witten as for a school examination. I went at once 
to the kaimalmm; he was not up; I awakened him, but as he was slow in coming, I 
went on and left Dr. D. to bring the necessary officers. I had the villagers with me, 
but an officer seeing me go, thought he ought to send some one with me, so of his 
own accord mdered out 3 men. They reached the village some time after I did. 
I found Miss Melton quite self-composed. \Ve waited awhile, but the officers not 
coming we went into the city. On the way we found another subordinate Hitting­
by tho road. He had been sent by the kaimakaru. The kaimalmm at first refused to 
do anything, aU<l atfecte<l to be angry because I took those first soldiers without con­
sulting him. I neglected to say that I sent a message to him which broll'ght out the 
fellow sitting by the road. 
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As soon as Miss Melton's wounds were dressed I we:g.t to the kaimakam. He nt 
fhst wa-s on his high horse. I talked plainly to him, and he soon promised to do all 
in his power to fiutl the parties. This is now the seYenth day :mdltc bas done noth­
ing but take testimony. It is evident be does not intend to do anything. I have 
sutftcient evidence to show that it was done by men of this place (Amadia), prob­
n,bly soldiers. The brother of tbe kaimaknm has a reputation which wonhl poi11t 
Lim out as the contriver of tbe outrage; he has soldiers uwlcr him who woul<l do 
tlle work. A Koorcl wonld have used Lis dagger when he got angry; a :::;oldiPr is 
~tccnstomc<l to beating people with a, stick. Tho thing was planned by thoi'e who 
knew the Rituation. There are no Koortls who conhl have known of her being there 
and have planncll it. Her asRailant said, not "Ya Khut1ai," as a Koorcl, in the 
mountains invariably does, bnt "Ya Allalt," as a soldier or city Koord doc~;. \Ve 
fonnd some cartTidges and shells of the Martini rifle, and another pa-ttern laiely 
introdu..;ed, not one of wltieh is in the bands of the Koorcls. "When I :::;bowed them 
to the kaimalunn and tbe kacli, ibey both exclaimed involnnta,rily, "Why, it was 
done by men of this place!" They at once saw the for·ee of their words and tried to 
draw ont of it, and grew quite angry when Dr. Daniel held to that position. Koords 
wonld Lave taken everything after they bad terrorized the village, not only Miss 
Melton's things: bnt would have plundered the village as well. The fellows took 
only a few tbings; those doing the firing tl:id not come down to the villa.ge at a,JJ. 

They seemed to bave business only with Mif<s Melton; when that was done they 
left,. Their calling to the villagers "Don't come near, and don't run off," has tbat 
tlo)>pearancc. T1Je Koords would have cleaned out the village. It iR not Hke a Koor<l 
to heat a ''oman. It looks as thongh it was instigated here by some one to iutimi­
tlatc us. The situation looks serious; the more so as our presence here is unwelcome 
to tlw lraimakam, who has been plundering the people and threatening to bmn onr 
house in Dihi; also to other gentlemen who don't care to have too much light on 
their deeds. Otbers are put out because we brougbt no medicine. Dr. D., yon 
know, was not going to stop, and, anyhow, he has no diploma. \Ve have hcaHl 
that there was talk of putting us out, which I don't tbink they will attempt. I 
have ~Llrcruly sent oft' letters to our board asking them to secure action by cable, 
and telegraph to Mosnl to seeuro our protection. If snch action does not come we 
ean not tell what will happen. Even the vilhtgers are saying to us, "Your GoYcru­
mcnt can not do anytbing for you. Yon have no ldng," etc. With this idea preva­
lent, and ari indifferent and insolent kaimakam, it would not be surprising that · 
tbere should something Lappen. · 

To retreat does not seem practicable or wise; the journey is a hard one, and it is 
very hot. Both the ladies are weak, and Philip not well. The road itself is jnst 
now very unsafe, and for us now especially, fleeing, as it were, from the Govern­
ment. The effect on the work would be bad for the future. I have hopes tbat I can 
keep on good relations with the best of the big men, and ::;o prevent ~my serious 
trouble U11til word comes from the United States. This is not certain, however. 
The strongest men here are notoriously wicked, and let them feel that we have no 
power at home and serious trouble does not seem impossible. The presence of the 
two ladies anfl the little ones adds to my dread of such a thing. There is nndonht­
edly danger, and possibility of a horrible catnstrophe, which migbt Lave the most 
serious jntluence upon our work. If we telegraph and secure a prompt reply, secur­
ing our protection, it would have the most salutary etl'eet upon the people and afl'orcl 
us proteetion for years to come. They would realize that we have ~L Government 
which can act, all(.l act quickly. One common worcl is that our Government js so 
far away that it can not reach ns. The kaimakam demands that we do not move 
from the city without asking him. If we wish a soldier we must put our request in 
writing and have it acted on by Migliss. 

As ever, etc., 
E. W. McDowELL. 

[Inclosure 5 in Ko.lO.-Telegram.] 

[T:~;anslation.] 

Vilayet of Mosul to the Gmnd Vizier. 

JUNE 18, 1893. 
Telegram of June 16 received; thongh the American Missionaries clid not address 

tbemsch'CH with regard of the matter therein to the commissary, and the loeal 
anthoritieR have made no communication to me, the so-called semasalima, who 
serves as dragoman to tltc missionaries, a,ud wbo is here, havjng been cn,lled and 
interrogated, declared that some vagrants Laving tbreatened, under their tents, 
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the missionaries as well as the lady teacher, who bad previously been with them at 
Amadia, the eve of the day when she addressed ad vices in a village at o11e hour dis­
tance from Amadia, to women who gathered there, the kaimakam of the place has 
started an inquest on this subject, and that the news of this incident was trans­
mitted to Constantinople from the telegraphic bureau of Mardin, because the man 
the missionaries sent to Mosul to advise the vilayeb, has, without calling on the 
imperial authorities, informell the French consul. 

Then a capable Benluk Aghassi of the gendarmery accompanied by a sufficient 
number of policemen, bas immediately been sent yesterday to the spot to ell'ect 
an inqniry, arrest the cnlprits, antl assure the perfect secnrity of the missionaries. 

As, ac·conling to appearances, this incident may have been provoked by Armenia.lls 
of i,his region, I invited the kaimakam to investigate this affair and to take the 
proper measures. 

Under the auspices of His Imperial Majesty the Sultan, it is certain that tbe cnl­
pl·its will be arrested and will receive the punishment they deserve. I reserve 
myself to communicate to your highness the result of the measures taken. Taking 
into considern.tion the animosity which at all times has existed between the Nestorian 
Christians and the Taiyaris of Hakkiary in the vibyet of Van and the Koords of 
Ama.dia, a battalion of imperial troops will be on an nuthorization obtained in con­
seqnence of a correspondence exchanged on the subject, forwarded this year, like 
the preceding years, on the spot for the maintenance of good order during the sum­
mer season. 

[Inclosure 6 in No. 10.-Telegram.J 

[Translation.] 

Tlle g1·and vizie1· to the goveTnm·-gene?·a.l of the 1'ilayet of Mosul. 

Telegrn.m ofthe 18th-30th of June received. 
It is claimed that the missionary girl has been beaten and that the aggressors are 

inhabitants of the village where the missionaries are to be found. 
In view of the deplorable impression that assa,nlt and beating a woman are apt to 

produce in America, and as we have receivetl no notice with regard to the arrest 
of the culprit, though fifteen clays have clasped since, I invite you to let me know 
withont delay what has been done up to this time, if the culprits are really of the 
said village, and why they have not yet been arrested. You will immediately llevise 
the measures proper to secure at any cost and as soon as possible their arrest, if it 
has not as yet taken place. 

July 3d-15th, 1893. 

[Inclosure 7 in No. 10.·-Telegram.J 

Gove1·nor-gene1·al of the vilayet of Mosul to the g'l'and vizier, July 4-16, 1893. 

Telegram of July 3 (old style, or 15th Jnly) received. 
Conformably to previous orders of your highness concerning the menace at Amadia 

to the American missionaries, a capable captain has been sent with ten or twelve 
zn.ptiehs, and peremptory directions have been at once sent to the kaimakam of the 
place for the discovery and the immediate punishment of the culprits. 

While they were proceeding to the hearing of some of the prisoners arrested in tbe 
village where the missionaries are and the inhabitants are Nestorian and Jacobite 
Christians, the missionaries in their letters demanded the freedom of the men arrested, 
declaring tha.t they had no snspicion of them, and that the real culprits are from Ama­
dia itself. In consequence of these letters I hitve requested tl1e kaimakam, as wen as 
the said captain, to set at liberty the prisoners, to proceed with the arrest of those of 
the inhabitants of Amadia on whom the missionaries had suspicions, to let me know 
the result of the thorough investigation which will be conducted on their behalf, 
nnd send without delay and under escort to tb.e headquarters of the vilayet the 
accused and those who may be implicated in the matter. 

I recommended them at the same time to have the missionaries protected by a suf­
ficient number of zaptiehs. 

In reserving to myself to submit in a short time to your highness the result which 
will be obtained, I have tbe honor to inform you, n advised by the local author­
ity, that under the happy auspices of His Imperial Majesty the Sultan steps have 
been taken for the safety of the American missionaries. 
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Mr. Terrell to JJir. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF ~'HE UNITED STATES, 
Consta-ntinople, July 20, 1893. (Received August 7.) 

SIR: I think it proper to inform you that Ed ward Albert Grcell has 
applied to this legation for a passport, claiming citizenship through 
the w.tturalization of hiR father. His father, Mr. Charles Green, was 
a native of Hungary. He was naturalized in the court of common 
pleas in Philadelphia on the 25th of J-uly, A. D. 1855. He returned 
to Europe in 1857; was appointed vice-consul of the United States at 
Tulchia (Danube) in 1859, which office he retained four years. While 
his father was acting as U. S. consul the applicant for a passport, 
Edwaru Albert Green, was born. His brother is in the United States. 
He states under oath that he bas been detained here only by his duty 
to provide for his mother and sister, and that he intends to return to 
the United States within six years. He is an industrious young man, 
of good character, and speaks our languag·e well. Though born in a 
f9reign land, it was under our flag, and I will issue his passport unless 
instructed ot-herwise by you. 

I write and await your instructions, since this applicant has been 
formerly tefused a passport at this legation. 

I ltave, e~c., 
A. W. TERRELL. 

No. 16.] 

Mr. Terrell to JJir. Gresham. 

[Extract.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Constantinople, July 22, 1893. (Received August 7.) 

SIR: Jacob Toprahanian, who is, I presume, by birth a subject of 
Turkey, informs me by letter mailed at New York, that under advice 
from your Department lle appeals to me to procure a passport for his 
wife, who lives in Diarbekir, that she may join him in the United StateR. 
His certificate of naturalization.is dated the 19th of April, A. D. 1893. 

His letter also informs me that my predecessor, Mr. Thompson, had 
told him that under a law discovered only recently the Porte was com­
pelled to permit his wife to join him, if she desired, in America. If 
you know of such a law please inform me of it. 

I have, etc., 

No. 18.] 

A. w. TERRELL. 

JJftt. Terrell to Jl[r. Greshant. 

LEGATION OF THE UNI'L'ED STATES, 
Constantinople, Jtttly 24, 1893. (Received ~.1\_ug-ust 7.) 

SIR: I am informed to-day through the grand vizier that his vizierial 
letter, is-:;ued at my request for the protection of American missionaries 
aud teachers, was sent to the governor of Mosul. Mosul is a large cit}r 
located on the river Tigris, about four days' ride south of Amadia, Hear 
which place Miss Melton was assaulted. 

For the information of your Department I have obtained here tl1e 
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limits of that governor's jurisdiction. The province of Mosul embraces 
the districts of Cheheizar and Suleimaine and Mosul. The district of 
Mosul embraces the following towns: Mosul, Dihoun, Zebibar, Seitchar, 
Z~b.on, and Akra. 

1'he towns in the district of Cheheizar are Aebil, Raniech, Revandiz, 
Selahic, and Kenisandjak. 

The towns in the district of Suleimaiue are Bazban, Chehir, Bazar, 
Caradgb. Keilamber, and Merke. · 

These divisions of the province of Mosul are given because its juris­
diction as recognized by the Sublime Porte is not found on any map in 
this legation. The vizierial order that places all American teachers and 
missionaries under the special protection of the governor of Mosul withiu 
his jurisdiction may be of interest to the missionary boards of the 
United States. How many except the teachers at Mosul and Amadia 
are within that province I have no means of knowing. I am informed 
by Dr. Long, an eminent scholar and a professor in Robert College, that 
a vizierialletter is the most efficient mea us of protection; for the dlief 
to whom it is addressed feels himself personally responsible, and through 
him all classes are informed that the Americans designated are und~r 
the special care of the Sultan. 

I have, etc., 
A. w. TERRELL. 

JJ.fr. Terrell to Mr. Greshant. 

No. 22.] J;EGA.TION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Constantinople, Ju.ly 28, 1893. (Received August 17.) 

SIR: The grand vizier has just informed me that he has received a 
letter from the governor of the province of l\1:osul acknowledging the 
receipt of his formal order placing under his immediate protection 
those Americans who have no American consul near them. 

Though the parties who assaulted Miss Melton have not been found, 
the governor states that they will be arrested in a few days, and will 
be promptly punished. 

I have, etc., 

No. 25.] 

A. W. TERRELL. 

Mr. Adee to Mr. Terrell. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Wash/ington, Ju.ly 28, 1893. 

SIR: Miss Mary Pierson Eddy bas presented to the Department her 
diplomas and certificates, duly authenticated, attesting her competence 
to practice medicine and surgery. These documents the Department 
has authenticated in accordance with its usual custom, and later they 
will be presented to you for the additional attestations of your lega­
tion, to give them validity within Turkish jurisdiction, so that Miss 
Eddy may practice her profession therein. The characters of the insti­
tutions issuing these documents is all that couid be desired in the 
United States, and when they are fully attested, as th~y will be after 
you have placed on each the seal of your legation, they should, and, · 
in the Department's judgment, no doubt will be accepted by the Turkish 
authorities as evidence of .1\'Iiss Eddy's ability to follow her profession. 
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I refer to only one of tllese documents specifically, and that is the 
license issiled to Miss Eddy by the regents of the University of the 
State of New York granting her authority to practice me1licine and 
surgery. The high character and standing of that university is a suffi­
cient guaranty of Miss Eddy's professional knowledge, and you will 
do everytlling you properly can to secure her recognition by the Turk-
ish authoritieB. · 

It is understood that Miss Eddy has already taken her departure for 
Europe and the continent. 

I am, etc., · 
ALVEY A. ADEE, 

.Acting Secretary. 

Mr. Terrell to Mr. Gresham. 

No. 23.] ·LEG.A.TION OF THE UNI1'ED ST.A.TES, 
Constantinople, July 29, 1893. (Received August 17.) 

SIR: On receipt of your dispatch N o.14: of July 5, 1893, with inclosure, 
and which directed me to ascertain the position of the Turkish Gov­
ernment regarding the right of Jews to purchase and sell land in Jeru­
salem, I called upon the grand vizier. · He stated to me that the restric­
tionf) heretofore existing bad been modified, and that no obstruction 
would be placed in the way of Mr. Rose to sell his land in Jerusalem 
if the sale is made to a citizen. 

He stated that the Government desired to prevent the alienation of 
the land to nonre~idents, and to those who . wished to purchase for 
speculative purposes with no intention to reside upon tlw propert.} when 
bought. 

On his promise to remove any obstacle in the way of any one who, 
being the owner of land, desired to sell it to a purchaser not an alien 
and who wished to live upon it, I gave him the name of Mr. Rose. 

The manifest policy of the Government is to prevent the acquisition of 
land in Jerusalem by nonresidents and to disceurage its transfer for spec­
ulative purposes~ Should further information be desired I will procure 
and transmit copies of the laws and orders pertaining to land transfers 
in Jerusalem. 

I have, etc., 
A. W. TERRELL. 

Mr . .A.dee to Mr. Terrell. 

No. 28.] DEP.A.R1'MENT OF ST.A.TE, 
Washington, July 31, 1893. 

SIR: I inclose herewith copy of a letter received from the corre­
sponding secretary of the Foreign Christian Missionary Society of Cin­
cinnati, Ohio, in relation to the case of Garabed Kevorkian, a mission­
ary of that society in Marsovan, who, it is stated, is subjected to 
annoyances at the bands of the Turkish authorities. 

You are instructed to investigate and report upon this case; but if 
it should develop, as appears by Mr. McLean's letter, that Mr. Kevor­
kian has merely declared his intention to become a citizen and then 
returned to his native land without perfecting his naturalization, he is 
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not a citizen of the United States, and therefore not entitled to claim 
1wotection as such. If, however, Mr. Kevorkian is a regularly employed 
native agent of an American missionary or educational enterprise, and 
his treatment should appear to be in prejudice of the legitimate opera­
tions of his employers, your good offices may be employed to cause the 
cessation of such interference or annoyance. 

I am, ete., 

[Inclosure in No. 28.] 

ALVEY A. ADEE, 
Acting Secretary. 

Mr. McLean to Mr. G1·esham. 

FOREIGN CHRISTIAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 
Cincimtati, Ohio, July 24, 1893. (Received July 28.) 

DEAR Sm: This society has a missionary in Turkey who is in trouble. His name 
is Garabed Kevorkian, of 1\farsovan. He is an Armenian by birth, but is an Ameri­
can citizen. He signified his intention to become an American citizen in 1865. He 
has been at work in Marsovan since 1884. During all these years the American lega­
tion and the Turkish Government recognized his American citizenship. Recently, 
however, both the legation and the Porte have refused to recognize his American 
citizenship. Owing to the fact that the Turkish Government seems determined to 
annoy, if not to oust, all missionaries, this is for him a serious matter. If the 
authorities are acting according to the provisions of treaties, we have nothing to say. 
But if they are not and if anything can be done by you to protect a worthy man 
from needless annoyance tuis society will be very grateful for your good offices. 

Very respectfully, 

Mr. Adee to Mr. Terrell. 

[Telegram.] 

A. McLEAN, 
Co1Tesponding Secretary . . 

DEPAR'l'MENT OF STATE, 
Wctshington, July 31, 1893. 

Mr. Adee informs Mr. Terrell that the Presbyterian board of foreign 
missions sends particulars of the assault on Miss Melton, strongly indi­
cating culpability of Amadians, not Koords, that little energy was dis­
played by the authorities and that the object was intimidation and the 
breaking up of missionary work. He instructs him to press for per­
emptory orders to l\fosul that strict justice be exercised and due pro­
tection afforded. He adds that gratification is felt at the assurances 
given by the grand vizier, but that deeqs will tell better than promises. 

No. 26.] 

Mr. Terrell to llfr. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Constantinople, A~t,g'ust 1, 18.93. (Received August 18.) 

SIR: From the cable of tlle 31st of July, I infer that my dispatch 
No. 10, referring to Miss Melton's case, had not reached you when the 
telegram was seut. I received to-day a letter from Mr. McDowell at 
Amadia informing me of conditions there. I enclose it. He believes 
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t.bat those high in authority were privy to the outrage, if indeed t.hey 
did not instigate it. The letters convey information of the present 
safety of American teaclters and confirm my impression that the.grand 
vizier is sincere in his efforts to protect. 

I will visit him at once or as soon as the session of cabinet ministers 
closes; the memoranda inclosed, or a copy thereof in French, I will 
leave with him to keep him mindful of what l will emphasize verbally. 
The fear of central authority is so slight in a remote proviuce like 
Mosnl that I desire some ltonest man invested with authority and 
armed with a military force to be sent there. I asked it in the begin­
ning. The grand vizier thought his orders would suffice. I will press 
it ag:;tin, nor will I relax my vigilance until somebody is hurt for 
assaulting that American lady. 

I have, etc., 
A. W. TERRELL. 

[Inclosure 1, in No. 26.] 

Mt•, McDowell to Mr. 1'mTcll. 

AMADJA, KoonDISTAN, Jnly 4, 1893. 
DEAR SIR: I beg to inform you that the vali of Mosul on receipt of a telegrmn 

from Constantinople sent 10 soldiers here as additional protection to us an<l to assist 
in tlle arrest of those concerned in the attack on Miss Melton. 

In consequence of this action there is a deciderl. change in the 1Jcaring of tho gov· 
ernment here toward us. The kairnakam ha.s clropped his insolent beariug a]](l now 
grants us the night guard which a few days ago l1e refused. 

We have no apprehension for our safety so lon.g· as he shows this disposition. 
I can nvt see, however, that he is doing anything more for the apprebenRion of the 

guilty part;ies, although he and all the prominent men in the government t>:ty freely 
that it was done by some one of this place. 

There are indications that the person or persons who were the instigators of the 
affair are too powerful to be handled by the government here. 

Some of the most influential men in the place are simply freebooters. Three of 
them are ass6ciatect together for just such work. One of their number is a member 
of the kaimakam's council. 

One of them was the principal in the murder of a priest three years ago. The 
murder was committed in daylight, within half an hour of the city, on a much fre­
quented road, and before two witnesses. 'l'hese two witnesses, Syrians, 1Jotlt well 
known to me, were so intimidated they have never da.red to breathe the un.me of the 
murderers. Everybody here is sai<l to know who it was, and ~· et nothing has been 
done to bring him to justice. 

This fear of future vengeance prevents anyone bearing testimony or taking the 
inWative in securing the arrest of the offender::;. 

Suspicion points toward one or more of the men referred to, but, although I have 
used every means possible, having a prominent Koorcl in my secret service, I have 
not 1Jeen able to secure any positive evidence against anyone. 

I would like to ask if it would be possible to secure the arrest and punishment of 
one or more of these men on the strength of their notorious reputation. I presume 
not. 

I am told that the chief men of the place fear the coming of offidals of greater 
power who will hold them responsible for the matter until they have pointed ont 
the guilty ones. 

I should thiRk this would be the most effective way, as there can be no doubt hnt 
that the guilty parties are known and that only fear or self-interest prevents others 
testifyin,cr against them. 

I thank you most heartily for all that you have done, and especially for the 
promptness of the action which bas greatly surprised the people here and will dis­
abuse their minds of the idea that the United States is too far away to know what 
is done upon her citizens or to do anything for their protection. 

Very respectfully, yours, 
En. McDowELL. 
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JULY 7. 
This let,ter having been delayed, I add the following for your information: 
The kaimakam being pressed to take some action, arrested as the perpetrators o£ 

the crime several Syrians of the vill::tge of Daree, where the affair happened. Of 
these, two were priests, one was crazy, and ano·ther an old man half blind and too 
weak to work. 

vVe objectetl to this. They then preparetl a paper for me to sign as a condition of 
relemdng these men, who are our friends. This statement was so worded as to destroy 
our case against the Government and I refused to sign it. 

This angered the kaimakam aud his miglis, and they arrested all or nearly all the 
men of that village, and threw t,bem in prison, giving orders to put tlwse who were 
members of our church into the lower dungeon. 

'Ve have presented a formal statement to the effect that we have no charges to 
make against the men of Daree and even have no suspicion against them. 

We received only an insolent answer to this, one remark of which was that per­
haps we ourselves did it. 

The outrageousness of this action is ap1Jarent in the light of the facts that this 
Christi..:tn village is itself terribly oppressed by the Koorcls of this place; that they 
arc our people and friends; that there is not the slightest evidence against them, 
but, that, on the other hand, all the evidence is conclusively to the effect that it was 
Koonls of this town of Amaclia who did it; that the kaimakam and the kadi, only 
the day before they arrested them, told me openly that men of Amadia had done it. 

It may be well to say that they justify themselves in this action on the gronnd 
that the vali of Mosljl in quoting the telegrams sent to you fi·om Mardin said "Mr. 
McDowell wa.s beaten by the people of a village near Amadia" i.e., Daree and that 
therefore the:v have got to arrest those people. This is a mere technicality, but they 
are nsiug it for all it is worth and they will, I think, make this their tlefense uefore 
the government at Htam bon] that 11 the message sent was not true;'' Mr. McDowell 
was not l1cnten at all; that "Miss Melton wns only slightly injured;:' that "they have 
not been in any danger;" tluLt we have arrested the men of that village who did it to 
drive the Americans ont of the vilbge. By intimidation they have forced some ofthe 
vmagcrs to say that they are not our followers and were not willing to have us 
come iuto the village. 

But all this is aosunl before the facts, which are becoming clearer every-day, viz, 
that the thin~ was done by some of the chiefmeu of this place, i.e., planne<J by them 
and done bv their men. 

vVe httYe 'evidence t,hat the kaimakam and his conneil know the very parties \vho 
did it, llllt being emnplicatetl 'Nitb. them in 0tl1er affairs do not flare to do anything, 
a1Hl for this rcnson are endeavoring either to St)11Clch the affair by denying tht:l truth­
fulness of the charge or by belittling it and putting it upon that Chrislian village. 

Tbe evidence referred to is: (1) A muleteer of this place; soon after the affair, said 
to two different parties in Mosnl, that ''it was well known \vlw did it; that it was 
Abdul Aziz Agha, who sent two sol<licrs ~wcl three men of Anm<ha to do it.'' (2) An 
oflicer in the Government here, a st,r;wger to this place, l1as nntde the statementbere 
before t\yo of my men, a phyHicinn aud a preaeher, that it was kuown oy everyone 
here who did it. bnt that the kaim:1kam was afraid to anest them; that he himself 
ha<l said to the kaimakam lte ought to arrest t,Jwm. (3) Our seeret agent baH sncl­
deuly gro·wn cold. His ma.uner indicates th:.tt he is nfr;1i<l to go further. Under 
pressure he told me thnt he suspicions tluee 1wrsons, bnt that he has no proof wlmt­
ever agninst them and can not testify against tllem. lie has given me these names 
and the names of their accomplices. 

One of the three is thfl Abdnl Aziz Teferred to. He is a member of the conncil. 
The three accomplices are the men who kil1et1 the priest a few yenrs ago. Two of 
these answer to Miss Melton's description of the men who beat ber. The other two 
Jlrineipnls with Abdul Aziz are Mustafa Efrendi, another member of the council, antl 
Sadnllah · 

If even a muleteer l,Jtows who it was and can giYe names, it is evident Lhnt our 
man not only has suspicions but kno·ws, antl that these names he has giyen as on 
suspicion are our men. 

( t!) The officer sent by the vali of Mosnl on his arrival was ready for work. an(l 
said he had fnll authority to act in the case. The kaimakam on that day was broken 
down and did not venture to cross any of my statements, but only sought to clear 
himself. The next day, and ever since, we have been able to get nothing out of the 
special officers. The kaimakam has again become as hold as a lion. 

These men are powerful and will stop at nothing to sa.ve themselves; but I am 
sure that, with a little patience and then a strong effort, they can be convicted. 

The evidence given is not yet in such a shaptl that we can oii'cr it to the Govern­
ment, and we are not ready yet to prefer any charges against these men. But I 
hope very soon to be able to have such testimony that we can give these names to 
the Government &.t .Mosul and demand their arrest. 

• 
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Let these men be punished thoroughly for this crime, and I can assure you that 
there will be no further trouble in this region for years to come. 
If they are not punished it will be very difficult for us to leave this place without 

loss of life or property. 
May I ask you to use your inflnence to secure the release of the Syrian Christin,ns 

of Daree. There is not the slightest foundation for any charge against tht~m. They 
are suffering not ouly in person but in the loss of their labor in time of harvest. If 
they are held very long many of them will lose tlleir winter store, upon which alone 
they have to depend for food. 

I llave "\vritten to :Mosul to the vali, asking him to order their release. I haYe 
arranged, in case he does not, a special note, which I will. write, will be fonvanlccl 
to yon. If such a note does not reach you, you can understand that the vali has 
attended to the matter, :mel that you need not ta,ke any action in reference to them. 

Possibly, in what l have been doing anu writing, I may be overstepping the bounds 
of what is proper m such cases. If so, I hope you will pan1onme and attribute it t.o 
my ignorance and to the zeal to di::>cover and punish the miscreants who assaulted 
an American woman. 

I am, etc., 
ED. McDowELL. 

JULY 8. 
I have made a last effort to secure the release of the Syrians. The government 

has refused to do so, except on one condition, that I write a statement dropping the 
case of Miss Melton. They have made this proposition repeatedly. They are now 
busy writiug their sicle of the case for the Government at Uonstantinople. 

They have tried to intimidate the Syrians again to-day to induce them to say that 
they were not willing to have us enter theirvillage. This failing, they promised to 
reiease them at once if they would so testify. The two priests have been released; 
whether or not they have made the required statement I do not know. 

They are also in other ways trying to belittle the a.f:l'air and tluow it upon us-clone 
by ourselves or servants. 

If the telegram sent you said the men of that village attacked Miss Melton tlle 
mistnk·e was made in writing the telegram. 

Also, they emphasize another point in the telegram as not true, viz, that we were 
hedged in and could not escape. It "\vas not our intention to say that armed men 
surrounded us, hut that we could not leave Amaclia by any road without great dan­
ger, it being known that Miss Melton had been beaten and that we could not get 
redress from the government. This is true to-day. We would not uare to go a day's 
joumey from this place for fear of being attacked, robbed, and perhaps killed. 

The men who committetl the deed are here and in the miglis of the lmiumkam, and 
nre managing the matter in the government. If their declarations are accepted in 
Co11stantinople undoubtedly tlley will be emboldened to take revenge for pressing 
them so hard. 

I earnestly intreat you to accept none of their statements. It looks somewhat as 
though they were being instrncted by the higher Government in their present 
action. 

It is true that Miss Melton was attacked by armed men; that she was seYerely 
beaten by one of them, and only escape<l death by virtne of her strong constitution. 
It is true that unless thltt these men are arrested and punished we are in danger, 
and could not leave this place safely, even under escort of soldiers. 

ED. McDowELL. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 26.1 

Mr. Terrell to the Grand Vi.zier. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITim STATES, 
Constantinople, A.ngust 2, 1893. 

I renew my assur-ance of gratification at the prompt measures adopted by your 
highness to secure the puni::>hment of those who assault.eu Miss Melton near Am:Hlia. 
I desire now to caution your highness against an effort now made by officials at 
Amnclia to divert attention from the guilty parties, corrupt men holding high official 
v.osition in Amadia directed, as I am informed, tlle brutal assault on Miss Melton. 
l'he same men, I am informed, are now, or were recentJy, preparing a report to divert 
fl,ttention from the guilty. 

Against this conspiracy to smother justice I desire to place your highness on your 
f?uar<~: 9pe of tb.e me~ '~b.-9 ~s believed to h~v~ 11: g;qilty knowledge of the assault is 



656 FOREIGN RELATIONS. 

generally regarded as the murderer of a priest three years ago. His influence pre­
vents his arrest. 

The fear in Amadia is general that your highness will send there an honest official 
of snperior power to punish the guilty. 

If yonr highness will now send, as I at first requested, an honest official who will 
re<Jnire the officials in power at Amadht to surrender to him the guilty parties, they 
will be delivered and punished. They promise that the guilty parties will !Je pun­
if:lhecl in a few clays. What my Government expects when an American lady is ont­
ragecl is the act of p·unishment, not the promise. 

My confidence is in your sense of justice, which I know will prompt yon to make 
the aut.hority of His Imperial Highness the Snltan respected in that remote territory, 
I do not donut the good intentions both of His Majesty and of yourself. 

I have, etc., 
A. vv. TERm~LL. 

N. B.-Since writing the above I ::~m in receipt of a letter which indicates that 
the governor of the province of Mosnl is an honest and faithful official. 

No. 29.] 

T. 

Mr. Adee to JJ1r. Terrell. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 
1Vasltington, A1-tgust 1, 1893. 

SIR: Heferring to your letter of the 8th ultimo, to our ambassador at 
London, asking him to request the foreign office to permit the recently 
appointed British consul-general at Sofia to look after the interests of 
onr citizens' in that country, I have to say that an instruction has been 
sent to 1\Ir. Bayard directing him. to make the desired application. 

I am, etc., 
.ALVEY .A. .ADEE 

Acting Secretctry. 

Mt·. G'i'esham to JYir. Terrell. 

No. 30.) DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
TVashington, August 3, 1893. 

SIR: The Department is in receipt of a letter of the 20th ultimo, 
from Mr. John Gillespie, secretary of the Bmn·d of Foreign Missions of 
tlw Presbyterian Church of the United States, a copy of wl1ich I 
inclose, relating to the assault made upon l\iiss .Anna Melton, ou or 
about the 14th June last, at the village of Daree, near .Amadia, in the 
Pmrbalik of Mosul. 

l\ir.McDowell, in a letter which is inclosed in Mr. Gillespie's commun­
ication reporting the occurrence and his investigations made imme­
<Hately thereafter to locate the responsibility for the assault, has accu­
mulated stroug evidence tending to incriminate not mountain Koords, 
who were at first supposed to be the assailants, but soldiers of the 
garrison of .Amadia. 

Mr. McDowell then states his conviction, that neither the vali nor 
the Porte will do anything, assurances notwithstanding, looking 
towards the punishment of the guilty parties, not, however, that the 
authorities a.re not fully able to cope successfully with such incidents 
occurring in remote provinces, for a number of recent cases in which 
Koordish chiefs and other offenders have been summarily punished ar~ 
on record. -



TURKEY. 657 

While this Department does not accept the writer's opinion as to the 
disinclination of the Turkish Government to fulfill its treaty obligations, 
and while it accepts the assurances given you by the grand vizier, as 
reported in your cablegram of the 20th ultimo, that he will take every 
step to insure protection to our missionaries and have those guilty of 
the present outrage brought to punishment, as most gratifying not only 
to it but to the very large part of our people who take a deep and 
earnest interest in the work of our foreign missions, it considers that 
immediate action on the part of the Porte is not only desirable, but most 
essential. From the spontaneous assurances given you to that effect 
by the grand vizier there can be no doubt that these are also the views 
of the Ottoman Government. 

You will, however, press for the issuance of orders for an immediate 
and thorough investigation by the competent authorities of the circum­
stances of the case, for adequate punishment of those found guilty, 
and for the future protection of those of our missionarie::s residing in 
Koordistan. Such orders, which so clearly meet the views of the Turk­
ish Government and which it will therefore, unquestionably be most 
anxious to make, if not issued already, will tend more than any prom­
ises to convince our people of the friendly feelings animating the Gov­
ernment of His Majesty the Sultan towards this country and those of 
its people residing within his dominions. 

I append a copy of the cablegram sent yon under date of J-uly 31, of 
which the present instructions are an amplificatiou and explanation. 

I am, etc., 
W. Q. GRESITAM. 

[Inclosure in No. 30.] 

M1·. Gillespie to Mr. G1·esham. 

THE BOARD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS OF THE PRESBYTERIAN Cnuncn, 
53 F''ifth Avenue, New York, July 29, 1893. 

SIR: On the 17th instant a letter was received at this office from l\fr. W. W. Peet, 
trea1mrer in Constantinople of the Turkey missions of the American Board of Corn­
missioners of Foreign Missions, advising us of an attack made upon our :q~.issionarieR 
at Amadia, in the Pashalik of Mosul, on or about the 14th of June-, in which one of 
the ladies connected with this board, Miss Anna Melton, was seriously injured. 
Later letters from Mr. E. W. McDowell aud Miss Melton, dated .June 19, giving a, 
full statement of the affair, wel"e received here on the 24th instant. From these it 
appears that Miss Melton, on whom the assault was committed, was at a village 
named Daree, about one honr1s ride from Amadia, a mountain town some 75 or 100 
miles in a direct line north of Mosul. Miss Melton's tent was pitched on the roof of 
the house, a pra-ctice common in that country during the summer, the houses being 
low and flat and extremely bot. · 

At midnight she was aroused by noise within or without her tent, and when she 
came to herself discovered a man ransacking her baggage. When she spoke ho 
immediately attacked her with a club, and beat her about tho llead and body so 
severely that she was much bruised and covered with blood. As she freed herself 
from him and rushed from the tent she passed another man. Several guns were 
fired by other men still not far away, no doubt to frighten the villagers. 

We beg to call your attention to the very clear statement of facts, and the evi­
dence implicating the officials at Amadia in this gross outrage as contained in the 
subjoined copies of the letten, of Mr. McDowell and Miss Melton; which show that 
this attack was deliberately planned and executed by quite a body of men, not for 
the sake of plunder) but for the purpose of intimidation and to drive the missionaries 
away from Amadia. Rev. E. W. McDowell has been for six years a missionary of 
this board in Persia and Tnrkey, during which period he has proved himself per­
sistent in his work, but wise and conciliatory in his method of pursuing it. For 
the past three years his resi<lence for nine months of the year has been in Mosul, 
where a permanent missiouary station of this board has been established. Mr. 

FR--42 
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McDowdl with his family aml Miss Melton, in company with a Nm;torian physician, 
Dr. Daniel, left Mosnl on June 1, intending to avoid the intolerablo heat of the 
plains by spending the summer months in the mountain town ofAmadia, where Mr. 
McDowell had purchased a native house. A few days. rtfter their arrival at Amadia, 
on Jnno 5, on the 9th instant Miss Melton went to the Nestorian village of Daree 
npon the invitation of the people. This district bas been visite(l by American mis­
sionaries repeatedly for more than forty years, and Mr. McDowell a.nd Miss Melton 
spent some weeks there and in Amadia. last summer. The fact that the attack was 
planned and executed so soon after her going to the village, points to the town of 
Amadia as the place from which it emanated. 

Mr. Pect informs us in his letter of the 3d instant that his excellency, Judge Ter­
rell had promptly brought this outrage to the attention of the Sublime Porte, au(l 
in a cablegram from Constantinople, dated July 20, Mr. Peet assured ns that the 
Government was giving full protection to our imperiled friends. Protection, how­
eyer, ttftor the attack is over, without full redress in the punishment of the offenders, 
means to Turkish officers and people license to do what they pJease in the fnture. 
\Ve rely on the good sense and firmness of Judge Terrell, supported by energetic 
instructions from Washington, to obtain such redress. Many cases must be well 
known to the State Department of criminal neglect, if not the active participation 
of Turkish officials, wherein citizens of the United States have been insulted with 
impunity and eYen put in peril of their lives because their Government is considered 
by the Turks so distant and ineffective. We may refer to the case of Dr. H.eynoJds 
attacked by Moussa Boy, but persistently shielded by the Turkish Government. 
Ancl again to tho affair of the Rev. E. W.McDowell and Dr. John Wishard, both of 
tl.Je American Presbyterian Mission, with its headquarters in Mosul, who in May, 
1889, were robbed iu broad daylight in a village weJl known, and by men who conlcl 
have been named, and against whom evidence conlll have easily been established. 
The case was fully presented to Minister Straus, tl.Jen in charge of the legation in 
Constu.ntinople, who made ·complaint to the Turkish Government; but no redress 
was ever secured. 

\Ve believe it is to the interest of every American citizen entering Turkey, whether 
as merchant, traveler, or as a missionary, that onr Government should take decided 
action in securing red1·ess for these unprovoked attacks upon its citizens acting 
clearly within their treaty rights, carrying passports vised by the Turkish Govern­
ment, as "\vell as Turkish passports. 

\Ve are pleased to acknowledge the goocl offices of the American. ministers, backed 
as they have been by our Government at Washington in securing justice in tl.Je 
1\fa.rsovan incident, and in the case of Dr. Bartlett, of Smyrna. 

Considering the remoteness of Amadia and the long time which must elapse for 
mail advice to reach that place, we wonlcl urge that your prompt and energetic 
instructions be sent to our minister at Constantinople by cablegram, as from e:xpe­
.rience we know the Sublime Porte pays ten times more attention to a cablegram 
than to a message sent by the slow process of the ordinary mails. Such action on 
your part would greatly contrihute towanl the speedy punishment of those who so 
nea.rly were the murderers of an American woman, and to the future safety of many 
ot,ber American families similarly exposed to wanton outbreaks in other parts of 
that Empire. 

Respectfully yours, 

[Inclosure 1 in inclosure in No. 30.] 

Miss Melton to Mr. G1·ant. 

JOliN GILLESPIE, 
Secretary. 

AMADIA, TuRKEY, June 19, 1893. 
MYDFAR Mu. GRANT: I cannot express the regret I feel in telling you of the events 

of the past week, and be assured that it is only the bearing they have upon the work 
of the Gospel that would induce me to do it. 

Last summer, or a portion of it, Mr. McDowell and I spent in this region and were 
corcliall.Y received by the Christians. Especially did there seem to me advantage 
arising from our stay in Daree, a Syrian village within less than an hour of Ama.dia.. 
On reaching this place, June 5, a cordial invitation came from Daree that I should 
come to their place. We had previously decided that in company with Kasha 
Zkhuria (Pastor Zacharias) and his sister I should visit the Christian villages around 
Ama.dia such as we considered safe and expedient. Daree seemed to be one of the 
best of these. We talked over the matter of taking a soldier. On the one hand 
lleemed these reasons: The soldiers, such as they would f>'ive us from a place like 
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this, are es-pecially degraded men. The Government cloPs not wish to give them, and 
so we are repeatedly refused. The villagers arc nuwilling to have soldiers aronnd. 
The soluiers are not always noted for bravery aml it is impossible to carry on our 
work by such means. On the other hand, if anything shonld happen the Govern­
ment could not say, " ·Why did you go without pcrmiAsion ~" Wo decided not to ask 
for a soldier but to employ a servant, one of the principal men of the village, one of 
the olll Ncstorian church, bnt who is friendly to us. Having made such arrange­
mmlts on Friday, 9th instant, we established ourselves in Daree. 

My servant, Mar Yacoo, thought night watchmen wholly unnecessary, and, from 
past experience, I know they are usually asleep, especially when everything seemed 
as quiet as at Daree. Mar Yacoo repeatedly assured me he was up looking after 
things eyery hour of the night. All was quiet till Vv ednesday the 14th. No stranger 
had been in the village and no word of the kind to arouse suspicion hau been beard. 
The people of the village were becoming more frienuly every day. On w ·ednesday 
evening I was taken with a slight chill and retired soon after sunset! not gathering 
the women for prayers as usual. When the fever came on I fell asleep. Some time 
in the night I was awakenc<l by what I thought was some one hammering on the 
shacldcs on the mule's feet. I raised up and listened, but, hearing some one walking 
in the direction of where my servant should be, I at once concluded it was he, and 
lay dowr.. with no suspicious. The fever bad left me. The refreshing monnta,in air 
was ulowing in npon me. The noise with the mule had ceased and I thought, Surely 
this is ~})lace where one will get rest and strength for a hard winter's work; how 
plonsaut it is to be here! and immediately fell asleep, to be awakened-! know not 
how long after-hy some one fumbling in the hourge (bag) of provisions. Turning, 
I saw some one sqnatt.ing by the honrge, Supposing it to be the girl Baharee, I 
said, "Is that you, Ba.haree~" There was no reply, but sl1e has a way of not answer­
ing when first spoken to, so I repeated the question. When the fignre rose up I sa.w 
it was a man, but, from general appearance, as I saw him in the dim light, I thought 
it was the servant, Mar Yacoo, and said, "Mar Yacoo, what are you doing here; 
what do you want~" He started toward the bed. I cried ont, "Mar Yacoo, don't 
come here." He baa a large walking stick, such as is in common use here, and began 
striking at me. The blows were warded off by a frame I have over my bed for sup­
porting a curtain or net. At the first ~ttack I began screaming and calling for 
Kasha. He broke the frame from the bed, and with one of the sticks-lt inches 
square, with beveled corners-commenced beating me over the head. I was 
tangled in the net ancl was perfectly helpless, but freed myself, I don't know how it 
was, lwt grabbing the stick I wrenched it from him with ease. He immediately 
took hold of me with his hands, and it seemed to me he was Satan himself, and with 
more than natural force I loosened his grasp a.nd held his hands so that he could do 
nothing. It was only for a moment, for, with an oath, he flung me across the tent. 
I then noticed another man whom I took to be Kasha. I ran to him, saying, "0, 
Kasha, help me;" but he put me aside and picked up the hom·ge and c~rried it, and 
I knew it was not Kasha. In the meantime guns had be(_n fired on the mountain, 
above the village. The first man was picking up th:itlgs to carry out, and striking 
me at long range. I went outside the tent, where I found Bnharee beating her head 
and wailing, '' 0, why have they poured ashes on our heads~" Stunned, bewil<lered, 
anu affrighted, I Teplied, "You know I l1:we never poured ashes on any man's 
head; where is Kasha." "0, when you :first cried he threw himself over the wall 
and fled, and Mar Yacoo bas fled, and the -whole village bas fled, and we are all 
alOllC.!! 

I bad before this felt stmmcd and terrified as if in some terrible nightmare in 
wbi<"h if I could only bold on till some one could bear and come I would ue saved; but 
now to know that I, with this girl, was left alone in the bands of these men gave me 
such a feeling of despair as I can nevei' describe. Ba.Juuee began begging mercy of 
the men in Koordisb. The first man carrying ont my beddjng stepped towa,rd me 
and gave me a, terrible strol<e across the abdomen with the head of his cane. In 
doiug tl.:lis he slipped mJd fell off the roof, and then for some reason, we know not 
why, they went away. They seem to have taken only those thjngs they had in hand 
at the time, Yiz: A ued.quilt, a native lantern tn box, a tin box of candles, and an 
empty honrge. The contents of the tent had been taken outside ready to be car­
ried awa)T. Why they llicl not take them is a mystery. 

As soon as they hacl gone, Baharee began beating her head and wailing, '' 0 you 
are killed, yon are killed! 1' !looked and saw I was covered with blood ancl felt it 
running down from my bead, and thought, What if I faint here alone wit,h this girl 
and those men come back~ Shaking her by the arm I said, '':Bahnree, if I faint, you 
are to let me lie, and pour cold water on my bead. Get the water now." She picked 
up a jug that was at band, but wailed," 0, I can't, I can't pour it on you; yon are so 
full of blood." ''Yes, you can; you must." The doing of something detinite seemed 
to give her more presence of mind and she cried out, "Come back; the robbers have 
gone. They have killed khannm (the lady); 0, come back." The charm word, 



660 FOREIGN RELATIONS. 

uThe robl)ei'S have gone," brought them back. I tried to get some one to carry the 
word to Mr. McDowell's, for I thongl1t that if the Government could sentl soldiers 
after them at once they might be able to capture them, hut no one would leave the 
village till moming light. I bouud my head up in tannic a .. cid, wrote a note to 
Mr. McDowell, and then, with the men in aml around the tent with their gnus, waited 
for the morning. As I looked around on the vmagers and their guns, I felt there 
was not one among them hut what if the robbers came Lack would take to his heels. 
Baharee says she was awakened by some one choking her and telling her to keep 
still, and she was so frightened she did so. Ka,sha says he was wakened by my cries 
for him and a gun was fired near his head. Having no weapon with which to defend 
himself, he thought the best thing was to run. He jumped off the roof and burt 
his knee, and in trying to avoid the men he saw by the tent he fell over a wall and 
burt his foot. Meeting Deacon Lam:er, wl10 as1wd, ''What shall we do~~~ he replied, 
"Save ourselves;" ttnd that seemed to be the thought in everybody's mind, and the 
Lord looked on and saved us all. "With a strong hancl and with a stretched out 
arm" He did save ns, and more, He sustained us after He had saved us. In a.n 
incredibly short time after the messenger left Mr. McDowell came. We examined 
things to find all the evi(leuce possible, which was meager indeed, and then came to 
Arnadia, where Dr. Daniel dressed my head more skillfully than I had been able to do 
it. There were three broken places, the largest about the size of a 25-cent piece, but 
the top of my head and forehead were well bruised-one stroke by the left eye, one 
on therightchcek, and one on the chin. The left armand sho11ltler were badly bruised, 
also a heavy stroke on right arm and on abdomen; but I am glad to say tbey are all 
healing rapidly a,n(l there is no sign of permanent injury. 

· No doubt I will be criticised by the stations of this mission and also by the chnrch at 
home. It will probably he said, first, "Why were you in Daree'" I was in Daree 
for the same reason I am in Turkey. Second,'' ·why ·were you alone~" Mr. McDowell 
could not leave bis family and there was no one else to be with me. Thinl, "Why 
were you so wholly unprotected¥" I thought I was well protected. I conRiclereit 
Kasha Jkhuria the very best substitute for an American in a.U our field, a.ll(l I can 
not tell you my surprise and disappointment at his utter desertion. Fourth, "\Vby 
did you take anything of value to excite the Koords ~~~ The only tbing of value I had 
was the mule, and they evidently did not want her, else they would have taken her. 
I should have said we could find no signs of hammering or tampering with the 
shackles, so we think that must have been a false alarm; but all the men of the village 
say they were not walking about the tent during the night. In the tent I had my 
bed and only necessary bedding and traveling table or chair, a hourge of provisions, 
including a small amount of flour, rice, etc., anrl. in the other hourge rubber goods, 
a change of clothing, and a few books, writing material, and a small amount of medi­
cine, by my bed a hand bag containing toilet case ancl small change for purchasing 
such things as the village afforded, milk, eggs, etc., also the lantern and candle boxes. 
Nothing of a suspicious appearance and nothing but what was necessary for a mod­
erate degree of comfort. Fifth, "You ought to know the mountains by this time, 
that there is no safety in them." No one knows that better than we. vVe keep our 
schools in Mosul with threats hanging over our heads. \Ve rnn a risk in going from 
village to village. We were rob bed eleven anclone half hours from Mosul. \Ve were 
attacked in Hassan. Thieves were about us in Delhi. There is not a safe place in 
the fie}(l that we know of. If we do anything we must do it at a risk. If we are 
not to take risk we must quit the field. There seemed the least risk about this as 
about anything I could do. There may be many others that will suggest themselves 
to on-lookers after the event has happened. Those given here are, I should have bad 
a light in my tent; I shonld not have spoken when I saw the man; I should h:we 
crept out the back way and run. These last are foolish. I give them only that yon 
may know the way the people look at the matter. In their eyes one of the worst 
features is I didn't have enough ingenuity to run. 

Mr. McDowell has told you of our situation here and the bearing this has upon 
the work. We can not tell you our sorrow and deep regret that this has been addetl 
to the already heavy burden laid upon our station in this region and it will extend 
to Mosul. It really seems if we can not be sustained better than formerl;y there will 
he a loud call for martyrs, and it ma,y be this is the real r.eed of the fielU, and that 
after tbe sacrifice has been made the mountains may be won for Christ. They are 
His and surely must return to Him. 

Sincerely yours, 
ANNA MELTON. 
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[Inclosure 2 in inclosure No. 30.) 

lth. McDowell to M1·. Gmnt. 

AMADIA, TURKEY, June 19, 1893. 
DHAR BROTHER: I am sorry to write what will give the Board great concern. Miss 

Melton has been beaten by some Koords. Her injuries might well have proved fatal, 
but we are thankful to say that they are not so serious as to endanger her life. 

The facts are as follows: A few days after we reached Amadia, Miss Melton, in 
pursuance of the plan she had formccl for her summer's work, took her tent and went 
to Daree, a Syrian village less than an honr from the city. There has been work in 
this village intermittently since the time of Dr. Lobdell, but it has been interruptc<l 
thet;e last ten years. The people are friendly and were glad to have her come. She 
expected to spend a week or two there, return to the house for a brief rest, and then 
go to another vil1age. 

Her tent was pitched on the roof of a house of the village. Pastor Zknrya, a man 
in whom we had much confidence as to his bravery, was sent with her as protection 
and to help her in the work. He slept onl;v a few feet from her tent. Her servants, 
the owner of the house, his brother, and their family, slept on a roof just below her. 
On other roofs, only a few feet away, there were other families. Besides these a man 
from Tiary slept on tho roof with hia servant, both of these having guns. Miss 
Melton, for the sake of precaution, suggested having a watchman at night, but her 
servant declared that such a thing was absolutely unnecessary, especially since there 
were so many men sleeping around her tent. As we had spent some days there last 
summer in perfect quiet she the more readily accepted his sta,tement. Had she taken 
them she would only have added to the numlrer of sleeping men. 

Last 'Wednesday night (June 14) Miss Melton was awakened by some one in her 
tent. The man seeing she was awake, struck at her several times with a heavy cane. 
The wooden frame of her mosquito net protected her from these blows. This seeme<1 
to anger her assailant. He tore the frame away in a fury, seized one of the sticks 
(.over an inch square), and beat her over the head and body. She was entangled in 
her net and for a moment was helpless, but in a moment she freed herself and, bow 
she was able to do it she does not know, she wrested the stick from him and seized 
his hands. He called upon God several times before he succeeded in throwing her off. 
He then again beat her with his cane. She had been screaming for help, and another 
man entering the tent, she took him for Pastor Zknrya and ran to him for })rotec­
tion. He was another Koord, however, who pushed her aside, not at all roughly, 
and began to gather up the things in the tent. Her assailant thereupon did the 
same. Miss Melton rushed outside and found only her servant girl, the only one of 
all the village who had not fled. The Koord coming out of the tent and seeing Miss 
Melton again beat her with his cane, infiieting blows npon the abdomen which 
might well have killed her. 'l'he cane had a curved head. The nex_t day the print 
of this was left entire upon her body. 

In striking this last blow he fell from the roof, which was not high. At this they 
all diBappeared suddenly. -

Besides those who entered the tent there were others who played their part. One 
at the beginning. choked the servant girl, who was sleeping just outside the tent, 
and frightened her into silence. Others were stationed among the rocks, two or 
three rods away, who at the first outcry from Miss Melton fired their gnus. At tbis, 
as was intended, the entire village fled, including all of Miss Melton's protectors, 
not except even tho pastor, who rushed by the tent at the very time Miss Melton was 
being beaten and was calling upon him . 

. Koords in leaving carried off only a few things, and they of but little value. Why 
they left so suddenly and --without carrying off other things is a mystery to us, as 
there was nothing to hinder their taking everything, not only of Miss Melton, but 
of the village. 

After tlw Kom·ds hall gone, the villagers began to retmn, but still so frightened 
that none of them would stir from the village until daylight, when one was ma<le 
willing to carry a letter to me. I went at once to the kaimakam (the governor of the 
city) who bacl not yet risen. I had him wakened, but as he was slow coming I left 
Hakim Daniel to inform him of the trouble and to ask him to send the proper officers 
and soldiers to investigate and act as might be necessary. Shortly after I reached 
the city, three soldiers came, sent, not by the kaimakarn but by an under ofilcer who 
did so on his own responsibility, seeing me leave the city. 

The kaimakam reprimanded him for this and refused to send any one else. But 
on my sending another messenger from the village, he sent out another subordinate 
officer, whom we funnel sitting by the road on our return to the city. 

On reaching Daree I found everything quiet; Miss Melton, wonderful to say, aside 
from her bandaged head, which she had dressed herself, gave no evidence of having 
passed through such a terrible experience. 
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I secured all the light possible on the affair, including some things left by the 
robbers, and then no officer appearing, accompanied Miss Melton to the city, where 
Hakim Daniel dressed her wounds. 

I went again to the Kaimakam, who at first displayed some anger and was not 
inclined to do anything, on the ground that Miss Melton had no business to go to the 
village, and in going had not asked permission or taken a soldier \Yith her. After 
some plain words on my part, however, he promised to do all in his power to discover 
and arrest the perpetrator ef the outrage. He sent officers to take Miss Melton's 
testimony that day, i. e., Thnrsday. Bnt not until Saturday did they go to the vil­
Ia.ge. I went with them. The sum total of testimony was, "we were awakened uy 
the guns~ were frightened, and fled." 

No one saw the men nor knew how many there were. Excepting the servant girl, 
they all, including those who slept not 10 feet from the tent, testified under oath, 
that they did not hear Miss Melton's cries. This, in spite of the fact that on their 
1·eturn to Miss Melton, they confessed to her that they did hear her. 

At this moment, the woman of the house, who was the first to hear, and wakened 
the men, telling them that some one was killing Miss Melton, and who, after the 
affair came to her and saw her wounds and the night clothes drenched in blood, and 
who under oath and with the strongest imprecations upon herself if lying, declared 
she did not hear Miss Melton's voice, saw no blood and no wounds, that woman is 
just now with Miss Melton confessing that she and all the others who testified, lied, 
that they did hear her voice and were afraid to go to her help. 

The examiners repeatedly expressed the greatest astonishment that such a thing 
could happen and those people sleeping so near not hear it. They are evidently 
going to make a scapegoat of the owner of the houRe, who, as I said, is Miss Mel­
ton's servant, the auove testimony being so evidently a lie as to give them a pre­
text for this. The villagers had agreed among themselves as to this testimonyJ 
fearing that if they confessed having heard her cries and not having come to her 
assistance they would be held responsible. The first question is, who dill it' We 
are satisfied that it was done uy men of this city itself, and submit the following in 
evidence: 

(1) 'l'here is nothing that would suggest outside Koords, and, on the contrary 
there are circumstances which preclude an attack from those most likely to do such 
a thing. They had not had time to learn of her position and to plan such an attack. 
The two bands of Koords most given to such work are just now out with the Ama­
dians and would not venture in these regions except in force. 

(2) These positive proof's: (a) It was a carefully planned attack by those who 
knew the village and the situation generally. (b) The servant girl in her struggle 
with one of them learned by sight and touch that the clothes of the man were those 
of the Amadians, not those of mountain Koords, the difference being great. (c) Miss 
Melton's assailant, as did the others, spoke in Koordish, but in swearing said not 
"Ya Khudai" (Oh God), which the mouutain Koords invariably do, but "Ya Allah," 
the Arabic term. The soldiers here and others of the city, who have been on the 
plain more or less, nse the latter term more as an oath. ( cl) The kind of stick used, 
while common through the country, is specially used by the Amadians. (e) The 
first impulse of a mountaineer when angry is to use his dagger. There was no dag­
ger used nor none seen. The soldiers are using constantly just such sticks in ueat­
ing the villagers, but never go so far as to use their daggers, which are not always 
carried uy theJ!l. A Koord having begun in such a spirit would not have left her 
ali\'e, It ·would be natural for a soJdier, as he often does, to give a beating without 
killing. (f) At the place from which the guns were tiretl were found two empty 
cartridge shells and two cartridges, which Lad missed fire and been thrown ont. 
Three of these were for the Martini rifle, the other for a rifle of another make. 
The first-mentioned rifle is the government Tifle, a few of which are found among 
the Koords. The second has ucen introduced more recently, and there are abso­
lutely none of them in the hands of the Ko01·c1s. To show the strength of this evi­
dence, I would say that in my first interview I showed these cartridges ::mel shells, 
together with a pipe, to the kaimakam and judge. On seeing them they both invol­
untarily exclaimed, "Why, the thing was done by men of this city.n Then, seeing 
what the admission meant, they endeavored to turn it aside and grew quite angry 
as we held to that position. 

Again I showed these tbings to a Koordish agha here, a friend of ours, who on 
seeing them said at once it was the work of Amadians. 

A pipe and a piece of bread were found at the place where the men tell from the 
roof, but as yet they afford us no light. All these things excepting the uread are in 
my possession. 

The brother of the Kaimakam is such a man as would be suggested by the above 
evidence. He is a notoriously wicked man and is frequently engaged in robberies, 
as contributor or receiver of plunder, H6 is an officer of the Government and L.:l.a 
soldiers under him, 
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He had called on me previous to the affair and expressed his friendship. He was 
on hand the moming after when I bronght the matter before the government. He 
came to the house along with the offl(;en; who took Miss Melton's testimony, although 
he had no business whatever with it. Quite ea.rly in the morning before I Lad 
returned from Daree and before I ha,d made c;nnplaint before the governor be went 
to Haikim Daniel and bad a conversation with him on the subject, :tnd in tho eon­
versation referred to what onr Government would likely do or not do. There was 
something unnatural in all this. It is of very fi·equent occurrence in this city for 
soldiers to be used iu just such a.ffairs. 

I should have added as having a general bearing against the men of this place, 
that some of the chief men of this city are very much opposed to our being here. 

Supposing they wished to drive us out, as there is now talk of doing, this would 
explain the very curious depa.rture of the men having beaten Miss Melton according 
to instruction, as an act of intimidation which might induce us to lea,ve, they threw 
over their shoulders whatever came to hand. Those who fired the guns would have 
come down into the village and plundered it. 

The act and the attitude of these men towart1s us, together with all the evidence, 
clearly point to some one here in the city. It might be the Ilerson mentioned above, 
it might he others. Miss Melton herself can give no other light than that one of 
them, her assailant, wa.s a large man and bad a short beard, the other was a small 
man. 

The government here in all probability will do absolutely nothing tow:;tl'(1s pun­
ishing these men. The same is true of the government in Mosul and in Constanti­
nople if left to their own wills. They will take the ground (1) that the letter we 
urought from the vali of Mosnl stated only that we came to this place for health 
reasons a.nd therefore had no business in the villages doing religions work. (2) 
That Miss Melton went without consulting the Government and without securing a 
soldier. (3) Thn,t the Government is not able to protect us in the villages. 

How much weight should be given by our Government to these statements'? If I 
may be permitted to express my opinion, none at all, so far as demanding satisfac­
tion and protection for us is concerned. 

(1) Whatever may have been stated by the va.li in his letter to this government, 
we were clearly within the rights granted by the treaty to American missionaries. 
The people were under our spiritual ove1·sight, had in vi ted us to their village to give 
them spiritual instruction; there are no Moslems there aml we were working solely 
for our own people. 

(2) As to seeking permission and a ~nard, (a), there is no such obligation resting 
upon us every time we stir from the mty, to go an hour's journey, the treaty certainty 
giving us the right to travel freely .within such reasonable limits of Government pro­
t~ction. (b) Snch a guard is not necessary iu such a village, supposing the Govern­
lllcnt to be performing its ordinary duty in the prevention of crimes, duties clearly 
within its power even here, as there is aunnd.antevidenceto Hhow. (c) The require­
ment is used by the Government to defeat the purposes of the treaty. They never 
1ind it convenient to give such sold.iers as they have been refused to us; so that we are 
shnt up to either ab~wdoning the work or to go in dir:;obcuience to the orders of the 
Government (if we comply with this requirement it will in large measure hinder 
our work), which must, to a certain extent, be eonceded to them, which, nevertheless, 
is a weight upon our work. 'l'l1e presence of soldiers with the missionaries in a, vil­
ln,go would create friction between the latter and the vHlagers, wLo are oppressed. 
by the soldiers even when in the service of the misr:;ionaries. It is evident that the 
Government will never aid us in our work to the extent of putting a soldier at our 
e] uow every place we go, and just.as evident that if it would do so, the work could 
not go on under such a policy. 

(3) As to the ability of the Government to protect us in the villages. Tl10 allegeu 
butbility is simply Government crookedness in dismissing offenders for a bribe. By 
reason not of inttbili ty of the Government, hut of its culpa ule looseness, men are bold. 
to commit such deeds. 

'l'o sl10w that the government bas power-two years ago, when we were in Bohtau, 
we ·were threatenetl by a strong Koordir:;h ugha in the mountains, anu it was saitl 
the government could not protect us. But while \f"e were still there the General 
Government sent its orders, a company of soldiers went up to his car:;tle, took him 
from the midst of his own men, and carried him off, all for taxes. 

This government, a few months ago, went up into Berwer antl arrested a, strong 
Koordish agha in his own Louse. He is here now on parole, at liberty to move 
about the city, and even to accompany government officers iuto the couutry, but 
does not dare to violate his parole. A still more powerful cLief was arrested even 
further back in the mountains and kept here in prison until recently, when he was 
sent to Mosul. 

Last summer the Sultan s~nt a special agent to Mosul to make certain reforms. He 
acted vigorously, punishing indiscriminately the little and great, the poor anu rich, 
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and did this with no other means than were in the hands of previous governors. In 
a week's time the terror of his name spread throughout the mountains and deeds of 
violence ceased. Every road and every village was safe for the tin1e being-the 
Koordish agha forgot to oppres:-> the Syrian village; the poor man here coultl take 
his donkey anclloatl of wheat and go, night and clay, alone, without fear, to .Mosul. I 
know these things from personal observations, for I was in the mountains at the 
time, both here and in Bohtan. 

This government can govern and1)rotect us, whether ou the road or in the village, 
and that not by sending soldiers with us, but by governing. Had the men who 
robbed us in 'l'khoma lleen punished, as they easily might have been; had the men 
who roll bed us near Telkeif been punished, as they might have been punished, this 
affair woulcl never have happened. It is a word in everybody's month that our 
Government never does a.nything for us, that we have no king. This is the persuasion 
of the local government. 

vVe are not protected, not because the government here can not, hut because our 
Government does not demand it. vVhat can be done~ As to ii.nal action I do not 
know, but a,s to immediate action looking toward our protection while the case is 
being investigated and until we rtre able to reach Mosul, which will not be till fall, 
I would respectfully suggest that the ntrongest influence be brought to bear upon 
the State Depart111ent to have them telegmph to Constantinople, demanding that 
orders be telegraphed at once to Mosnl to take necessary steps to secure our safety 
nntil the case can be investigatecl. That such prompt and decided action is ca:lled 
for our situation shows. 

Miss Melton has jnst narrowly escnped death and that, in all prollability, at the 
hands of men in this city, possibly by a government officer. There are powerful 
men here who find our 11resence obnoxious to them as bringing light upon their 
wickedness. Thre::tts have been made that they will put us out. 

The government's inaction as to previous cases and now as to this, emboldens them 
as to stiH more desperate deeds. 

In tl1e present disturbed condition of the country they could have the deed done, 
and wjtlwnt posHive evidence it would not be known on whom of a dozen different 
kinds of Koonls to lay the blame. They can simply force us to leave the city with­
out actually committing murder or robbery, and yet once outside of the city our 
lives would not be worth a farthing. Being forced ont and being without govern­
ment protection, there are rtny number of desperate men who would finish the work. 
We are not s::1yiug how great the danger is-only God knows that. The situation is 
u.s I h:we described it. It seems to us sufficiently se1"'1ous to caU for the above action. 

The logic of hum~tn nature reaches the same -couclnsion. Just as truly as that, if 
unchecked, the lia,r will lie, the thief steal, the murderer commit crime, just so surely 
mnst we expect men, if unchecked, to commit snch deeds upon us. None are more 
helpless just now than we; noue, to their mind, offer a greater prize as a rewn.rd for 
such violence. Their religion as well as their nature spur them to the deed, rather 
than restrain them. If th ~Lt is taken away violence will surely follow and the 
smaller deed will prepare th~ way for the greater until there will be a catastrophe 
too dreadful to contemplate. 

1 am driven to speak thus strongly by thinking of our women n.nd children in the 
hn.nds of brutish men or wandering alone among these hills to fall into the hands of 
even more desperate men or to die from exposure; these things, with the previous 
inaction of our Government. I am sure, remembering the little ones and how far 
from help they are, you will do all in your power to secure prompt and decisive 
action on tlle part of our Government. 

I send by this mail letters to Constantinople t<1'our U. S. minister, explaining the 
situation and asking him to do all in his power to secm·e the above action in advance 
from word of the home Government. 

To telegraph from this sit1e is out of the question, so that we are forced to wait 
on the slow mail to cnrry word to Constantinople. 

Now, on the other baud, dear brother, I do not want you or other friends to be 
unduly exercised in mind for us. vVe are not in a panic. We are f]uite cheerful and 
going ahead with our usnal work. · . 

I visited a village as usual yesterday, the women having no hesitation about 
being left alone. \Ve are hopeful that we can pass the summer without further 
serious troll ble. \Ve propose to tn.ke every precaution an<.l use every means to secure 
the friendship of tlw Letter class of the chief meu, by which we hope to be able to 
neutralize the enmity of the others. I had already exchanged calls with the most 
prominent o.f them n.ncl found them, with one exception, very pleasant. 

Above all, in prayer we tind a constant source of strength and grace. We have 
been macle to realize the personal presence of Christ, who we feel to be all sufficient, 
let come wh:tt will. I am amazed at how Miss Melton has endured not only the 
injuries but the shock to her nervous system. God grant there may no evil after 
effects appear. 
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We shall pray incessantly that you may be able to secure such action as not only 
will secure our safety for the summer~ but will also give us more freedom in our 
work. 

I perhaps ought to add that I haYe a private detecth·e on the track of the roubc.rs, 
a Koord nf more than usual intelligence, of high position, lmt hostile to the pn.rties 
who are likely to have clone the deed. lie is onr friend and has oeDu the friend of 
our people for many years. He is confident that be can give us snfficient evit1ence 
to convict the parties. He is in a position to know everything going on and being 
talked of. 

Very sincerely, yours, 
E. \V. McDoWELL. 

Mr. Terrell to ltir. Greshcwn. 

[Extract.] 

No. 29.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Constantinople, Augttst 5, 1893. ·(Received August 19.) 

SIR: In my dispatch No. 26 I informed you that I would visit the 
grand vizier to press for prompt action in the punishment of those who 
assaulted Miss Melton near Amadia. I have done so, and in leaving 
him called his attention to my memoranda, a copy of which I sent you 
on the 1st instant. He had, as usual, seen your telegram, of which he 
frankly informed me, and had telegraphed again to l\fosul. In response 
he was told that the accused parties had been arrested and taken to 
Mosul for · trial. The honesty of the governor of that province is 
indorsed by Mr. McDowell. The interview was full and, so far as 
promises go, satisfactory. 

My information from Mosul derived from letters received here is that 
the missionaries have now a feeling of secuTity they have not before 
enjoyed. 

The distance from Mosul renders it uncertain when I can inform you 
of the results of the trial there, for I can not resort to the telegraph 
except in emergency. 

I have, etc., 
A. W. TERRELL. 

Mr. Gresham to llfr. Terrell. 

No. 33.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, Augttst 8, 1893. 

SrR: In connection with the Department's instruction No. 28, of the 
31st uJtimo, I inclose for your information a copy of a letter from the 
corresponding secretary of the Foreign Christian Missionary Society, 
dated Cincinnati, the 3d instant, further relating to the case of Mr. 
Garabed KeYorkia.n; also a copy of my reply of this date, in which I 
refer generally to the status of returning American citizens of Turkish 
origin to the land of their nativity and the difficulties that may be 
encountered in affording them adequate protection in the absence of 
a treaty of naturalization, specifically defining the rights of such citi­
zens. 

Mr. Kevorkian's case will, of course, be decided upon its merits after 
he shall have presented to you proof of his American citizenship. 

I am, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 
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[Inclosure 1 inN o. 33.] 

Mr. McLean to Mt·. Adee. 

FOHEIGN CIIIUSTIAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY, 
Cincinnati, Oh·io, Attgust 3, 1893. (Heceivecl August 5.) 

DEAR Sm: I luwe the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 31st 
ultimo in answer to mine of the 24th respec.ting Garabecl Kevorkian. I have to say 
that Dr. Kevorkian has not been arrested. No charge of any kind has been made 
against him. Secondly, he perfected his naturalization before returning to Turkey. 
He is, therefore, in my opinion, entitled to the protection of an American citizen. 

Very respectfully, 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 33.) 

A. M. MCLEAN, 
Cor·responding Secretm·y. 

Mr. G1·esharn to M1·. McLean. 

DIGPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, August 8, 1893. 

Sm: I have received your letter of the 3d instant further relating to the case of 
Gara,hecl Kevorkian who, yon state, bas not been arrested, no cha.rge of any kind 
l1aving been made against him, and that he perfected his naturalization before 
1·eturniug- to Turkey. 

In the light of your explanation it would seem t.bat the question is one of Mr. Kevor­
kian's a,bility to satisfy the United States legation at Constantinople of the validity 
of his cln,im to citizenship. Your letter adduces no proof that Mr. Kevorkian has 
})erfectecl his naturalization, as avelTed, and the Department coulfl 'not therefore 
instruct the legation to recognize his citizenship in the regular way by the issuance 
of a passport without such proof, which Mr. Kevorkian should furnish to 1\fr. A. vV. 
Terrell, the minister to Turkey. 

Moreover, it seems proper to add that there is no treaty of naturalb>;atiou in force 
between the United States and Turkey def-ining the statns of American citizeus of 
Turkish origin who may return to the land of their nativity. 

It is understood that, by the laws of Turkey an Ottoman subject can not divest 
himself of that clmracter without the express sanction of the imperial government. 
If without such authority he accepts a foreign naturaliza,tion, it is rega.rdell as of 
no effect both in reference to him::;elf and his children. 

It is further provilled that every ])erson ·who obtains natnralizatiou abroad or 
enters a foreign military service without the permission of the Snltan may be 
declared to have forfeited his Ottom:1U character, and in that case is altogether 
interdicted from returning- to the Ottoman Empire. 

The legation of the United States at Constantinople is frequently ca]]ed upon to 
intervene in behalf of returning naturalized citizens of Turldsh origin as to -wlJOse 
allegiance coufti'cting claims exist under the laws of the two countries. vVhere cir­
cumstances place a person under dual obligations in the sta,te of origin and in the 
state of adoption, it is not always practicable to eause the laws of oue country iu 
respect to citizenship to be recognize<.l and applied in another country when they 
conflict with the laws thereof, ml<.l when the individual has voluntarily placed him­
self within the jurisdiction of the latter. 

I offer these stat~ments as illustrating the clifficnlties that may snnouncl the case 
of Mr. Kevorkiau, bnt of course it must be treated upon its merits when properly 
presented to Mr. Terrell, supported by indubitable proof of citizenship. 

I ~tm, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 

llfr. Gresham to JJfr. Terrell. 

No. 35.] DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, August 9, 1893. 

SIR: I have received your dispatch No. 16, of the 22d ultimo, in 
the matter of request of Jacob Toprahanian for the use of your good 
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offices to obtain the departure of his wife from Turkey to join him in 
the United States. 

The Department knows of no such law as that referred to by Mr. 
Toprahanian, compelling the Turkish authorities to permit the wife of 
a former subject to joiu her hushand upon application to that end. 

You will see by reference to the Department's instruction No. 31, of 
February 9, 1893, and by Mr. Thompson's reply of the 28th of tlmt 
month, No. 39., that he granted a passport to Mrs. Michaelian who 
desired to join her husband in the United States. 

It is not contemplated tllat your good offices shall extend that far. 
But where a naturalized citizen of the United States makes provision 
for the transit of his family your application to the Turkish Govern­
ment.in behalf of their emigration may have your kindly support as in 
Mr. Rusdigian's case. 

Tbe citizenship of the man and his residence in the United States 
gives him the right to ask the Department's intervention in such case, 
and where he makes proper provision for the departure of his family 
you may properly do whatever you consistently can to further the 
departure of tbe family and to support Mrs. Toprabanimt's application 
for permission to emigrate, which should conform to the usual require­
ments. 

I am, etc., 

No. 36.] 

W. Q. GRESHAM. 

JJI r. Gresham to Mr. Terrell. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, A ~tgust 9, 1893. 

SrR: I have received your dispatch No. 11, of the 20th ultimo, in the 
matter of the application of Edward Albert Green for a passport, 
"claiming'' you say, ''citizenship through the naturalization of the 
father." It appears that his fatber, Charles Green, a native of Hun­
gary, was naturalized as a citizen of the United St~ttes in the court of 
common pleas in Philadelphia, July 25, 1855, and that while discharg­
ing his duty as acting consul of the United States at Tulchia (Dann"L?e) 
in 18fi9, the son who now applies for a passport was born. Conse­
quently this is not a case of claiming citizenship through the previous 
naturalization of the father. 

TJwt refers to children who, baving been born aliens before the 
parent's naturalization, and being minors at the time, become, if resid­
ing in the United States, citizens by virtue of such naturalization. 
Yonng Green is, under section 1993 of the Revised Statutes of tbe 
United States, a natural-born citizen. It says: 

All children heretofore born or hereafter born out of the limits and jurisdiction 
of the United States whose fathers were, or may be at the time of their birth citi­
zens thereof, are declared to be citizens of the United States; but the rights of 
citizenship shall not descend to children whose fathers never resided in the United 
States. 

It accordingly remains for you before issuing the desired passport, to 
satisfy yourself as to the bona fides of young Green's conservation of 
citizenship and positive intent to return within some reasonable period 
for the purpose of assuming and performing his duties as such citizen. 

I am, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 
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No. 37.] 

FOREIGN REI,ATIONS. 

]:!r. Gresham to Mr. Terrell. 

DEPARTMEN'l' OF STATE, 
lVashington, A 'Ltgust 9, 1893. 

Sir: I have received your No.10, of the 20th ultimo, in regard to the 
ass::mlt upon Miss Anna Melton at Daree, near Amadia, in Koordistan, 
in June last, and your action to effect the arrest of the guilty parties 
and secure their due punishment. 

Your prompt action in this case, which appears to have anticipated 
the Department's instruction No. 30, of the 3d inst., is cordially com­
mended. 

The Rev. John Gillespie, corresponding secretary of the Board of 
Missions of the Presbyterian Church, has been advised of the purport 
of your dispatch, as well as of your succe.ssful efforts, reported in your 
No. 18, of the 24th ultimo, in securing a vizierialletter addressed to the 
g·overnor of the province of Mosul, placing the American missionaries 
and teachers within his jurisdiction under his special charge. 

This will no doubt be very gratifying to our citizens in the remote 
part of the Turkish Empire, no less than to their friends in the United 
States. 

I am, etc., 

No. 37.] 

W. Q. GRESHAM. 

Mr. Terrell to Jir. Gresha,m. 

[Extract.] 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Constantinople, A'llgust 18, 1893. (Received September 4.) 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch 
No. 30, of August 3, inclosing copy of letter from John Gillespie, sec­
retary of Presbyterian Board of JToreign Missions, dated July 2!); also 
copy of letter from Miss Melton dated Amadia, June 19, and copy of 
letter from Mr. E. vV. McDowell written at Amadia, June 19. 

The communications sent by these missionaries reveal nothing which 
wn,s not already known to me and communicated to you in dispatches 
already sent. I informed you of the prompt measures taken by me to 
secure the safety of our countrymen, and I saw the telegrams to the 
g1and vi:lier informing him of their safety and of obedience to his 
orders telegraphed for their protection. As I before advised you, the 
Sublime Porte is in this instance attempting to secure punishment for 
the ofleuders, who, unfortunately, cannot be punizhed until they are 
identified.. J\fy last letter fi.'oru Mr. McDowell, of some 20 pagefA, and too 
lengthy in view of its contents for an inclosure, gives no 1~ct to fix 
guilt on any particular party. lie suspects the "muidai umumy" is 
bribed, as I am informed by his telegram of the 16th. This I commu­
nicated to the grand vizier yesterday, who thinks the functionary 
referred to is the prosecuting officer. He has been ordered on business 
elsewhere, now. It should be remembered tbat this Government has 
on my request removed the entire investigation from Amadia to MosuJ, 
a distance of 100 miles from the scene of the outrage on l\iiss Melton 
and from the homes of prisoners and witnesses. This was done on my 
beh1g informed by Mr. McDowell that the officials at Amadia were cor-
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rupt men. To me this has the appearance of an honest desire to 
investigate and punish. 

I trust that as much good faith may be manifested to correct other 
wrongs and annoyances to American interests, and hope that, witll 
prudent attention to them, uupleasaut relations may be avoided. 

I have, etc., 

No. 4l.] 

A. W. TERRELL. 

JJir. Gresharn to JJfr. Terrell. 

DEP .A.RTMENT OF STATE, 
YVashington, .Attgw;t 19, 1893. 

SIR: I have received your No. 23, of the 2Dth ultimo, concerning the 
complaint of Hyman Rose, an American citizen, in the matter of the 
refusal of the authorities at Jerusalem to permit him to sell his real 
estate. 

It would appear that the objections of the grand vizier lie against 
the acquisition of lands by nonresidents for speculative purposet::l, aud 
that in imposing upon Mr. Rose an obligation to sell hiR land to ''a 
citizen" or to '' a purchaser not an alien," his excellency is not to oe 
understood as announcing any purpose to impede the bona fi(le pur­
chase of lands in Turkey by American citizens under the existing real 
estate protocol. 

I am, etc., 
W. Q. GRESIIAM. 

Mr. Terrell to Mr. Gresham,. 

[Extract.] 

No. 40.) LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Constantinople, .Attgust 21, 1893. (Received September 7.) 

SIR: On receiving information from Marso van that pledges were 
required of the missionaries that the Marsovan school property would 
not be used for church or school purposes before conveyances of title 
would be permitted, I at once wrote to the minister of foreign affairs 
to ascertain if this was required under his direction. A copy of my 
note is inclosed. No prompt answer being received I went in person 
to the Porte and saw both the grand vizier and the minister of foreign 
affairs. The situation seemed to demand some expression of the pur­
poses of the Government. The detailed statement of the interviews at 
the Porte will be found in inclosures. 

The Government here desires, as you will see, that you will consent 
that the issuance of the irade and fi.rman for the Marsovan school may 
be delayed for '' two or three months," on account of the " unsettled 
condition of affairs among the Armenians" in Asia Minor, alHl (its 
belief) that the extraordinary privileges secured under an irade, if . 
granted now, would encourage the malcontents. This plea is evidently 
tased on the belief that the college has been a nursery for secret revo­
lutionary schemes, an opinion strengthened by the number of IWOfes­
sors and students of that school who have been eonvicted. 

To the request for delay I replied that I would submit it for the 
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consideration of my Government, and unless I informed him to the 
contrary it would be acceded to. 

Unless instructed tn the contrary I will, on the 19th of October, for­
mally but respectfully, request the prompt fulfillment of the terms on 
which the Marsovan trouble was settled. The reasons given for asking 
time should appeal strongly (I thought) to a friendly power, especially 
as the right to demand a performance of the promise to my predecessor 
was conceded as being matter of right under the terms of the settle­
ment. 

I have preferred to embody in an inclosure the conversations at the 
Porte, both on account of their importance and to avoid unnecessary 
detail in this dispatch. 

I have, etc., 
A. w. TERRELL. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 40.] 

Mr. Tcr·rell to Said Pasha. 

Ll,GATION OF THE UNITRD STATES, 
Constantinople, August 18, 1893. 

YouR ExCET"LENCY: I desire to call the attention of your excellency to the fact 
that vexatious conditions are imposed by the vali of Marsovan on the American 
who, with his own money, bas paid for the land on which formerly stood the honse 
which was burned at Marsovan. He is reqnired to give a guaranty that this prop­
erty will not be used for church OT school purposes. No permit for the rebuilding of 
the burned house bas ever been received, and I am now informed that the title to 
the property (paid for long ago) can not be acquired by the Americans unless they 
promise not to rebuild the burned annex of the school. In other words, that thry 
must not do just what you promised to allow them to do by issuing a permit to that 
effect. Permit me to ask your excellency whether the conditio11s exacted by the 
vali of Marsovan are imposed with your knowledge or nuder yonr instructions~ 
My predecessor informed my Government in a c1ispatch that yonr excellency had 
given positive assurances that the demands which he was instructed by the secre­
tary of state to present would "be anticipated by the Sublime Porte by a payment 
to this legation of 500 Turkish pounlls and an imde for the school." Agaiu, on the 
27th April, my Government was informed by my predecessor that the sum of 500 
Turkish pounds had been paid, and fnrther, that an imde for the school would be 
given. No such pleJge as the one claimed from the Americans was asked from the 
British subject McLachlan, who bought property at Smyrna to esta.blish schools; 
nor was it asked from another Englishman who bought property thoro for the same 
purpose. His Imperial Majesty the Sultan was recently complimented at Chicago 
as the\ patron of learning and progress. Whatever the policy of your Government 
may be, I inclnlge the hope that .American citizens will enjoy the same privileges 
that are grautecl to the snbjects of any other power. 

I take this occasion, etc., 
A. W. TERRELL. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 40.] 

Memorandntn of inter!:iew with the grand 1'izier of Tu1·key. 

[Extract.] 

On Satnrclay, August 19, I called on the grand vizier, and, on account of the 
importance of the matter in band, took with me my secretary of legation, who speaks 

,. :F'rench well. I informed his highness that his officials at Marsovan would not per­
mit a conveyance of the land on which the burned building stood, nnless a pledge 
was given that it would not be used for school or church purposes; that I had 
patiently waited until now for the imde for the entire Marsovan college, and had 
come to call his attention to it. 

He began, in response, an explanation of the terms of the agreement between the 
United States and Turkey, evidently intended to impress me with the hlea that tha 
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irade waR merely promised, but not as 11::ut of a settlement. To this I anRwere(l 
promptly: "Your Iliglmes~;, government8 contract only through ofllcial agencies. 
My Government, repreRentcd by my predecessor, and yonr Government, represente<l 
l1y hie excellency Sa.itl Pnslw, miuistcr of foreign affairs, settled the qnestion of 
indemnity for burning nn American schoolhouse, which my predecessor claimed 
hall been burned under direction of one of your officers, who had been a robber. 
l\fy predecessor informe<l my Government of the termR of that settlement, which 
-.,v('rc that £500, Turkish money, should be paid by Tnrkcy, and an irade for Ma.rso­
van college should issue. The money has been paid, but the permit to relmild, 
which was also agreed to, has not issued, antl we have not heard your intflntions 
reg-arding the i1·aM. When can I expect it? '' . 

He answered, "It will be issued." I aslwd him "When~" adding, that he· must 
ndmit that my GoYermnent had been patient, aml now unless the desirod paper 
issne<l within a week I would telegraph home for instructions. He qnjcldy replied: 

"I hope your excellency will not do tha,t, for I will telcgn•ph to our Minister Mav­
roycni Bey, at \V'ashington, to solicit fr.om your GoYcrnment a delay of two or three 
mont.Ls. Armenian conspiracies are still threatening Tnrhey; fi.ve eonRpirntorr; were 
recently arrested at Marsovau, and to issue an Iracl6 for the Marsovan school now 
would, in the opinion of the Sultan, have the effect to encourage a seditions spirit 
among the people." 

\Vith appare11t reluctance I answered, 11Yonr l1iglmes~; g-ives areasonfo1'flc1aythat 
I hadnotex11eded. The missionary teacher is nota revolutionist, but if you thinkthat 
delay is necessary for quiet among the Armenians, I will wait two months, unless 
instructed by my Government to ask prompt compliance with the terms of the set­
tlement." 

I then informccl him that I l1ad addressed a note to Said Pasha regarding the oner­
ous conditions exacted in a conveyance of the land, and inquired if his attention had 
been called to it. For an answer he referred me to Said Pasha. 

I then said: 111 avail lll).,.SClf of this oGcasiou to express my p;ratificat.ion at the 
promptness with which a.ssnrances are given here a.t the Porte for the redress of griev­
ances, but it is evident that American teachers in the interior are subjected to more 
annoyances from snbonlinate officers than ever before." To this he a.nswered, 
"Perhaps that is so, but the Government is having more trouble than usual." 

I said to him. ' 1 ;your highness, it can not be possible that missionary teachers 
tronble you~ They are not the men to excite revolnt.ions. 'l'lw.v come to Turkey 
with tl1eir wives and little children and settle in wihl, remote villages; no anns or 
soldiers to guard them; they go abont teaching, singing, and praying, ancl those 
who report against them lie to yon. The American missionary is tLe only Christian 
now annoyed by your officers. The Gregorian Armenians, the Catholic Greeks, the 
Catholic Armenians, the Greek Church, the Roman Catholics, aml the Jew·s, all have 
their spiritual chiefs lwre at your capital. Why are tlwy aule to preach ancl teach 
unmolested, whHe the American missionary alone is impeded in his employment~ 

Your highness, these American teachers, with their wives and children, arc scat­
tered over Asia Minor, and arc there protected by treaty stipulations. You must see 
the injustice of permitting them to be annoyed on account of mere suspicion. I 
must insist that they be permitted to enjoy in secnrity all the JWivileges that bave 
ever been accorded them. Complaints haYe been made of privileges denied. I wish 
to have every one redressed." 

To tl.Iis he answered, ((Well, your excellency, present them and I will do all I can 
to satisfy yon." 

Remembering Mr. Thompson's prediction that serious troubles were in store for 
our citizens in Asia Minor on account of the Armenians, I said., "I know that your 
Armenians go to my country to be naturalized, because we have no treaty which SllS­

pcnds their relation to our country as its citi:r;cns on their return here, as would be 
the case under an act of Parliament, if they were naturali:r;cd in ElJglaud. I have no 
authority to speak, bnt can say that I would communicate to my Government an:;r 
dt>sire you may have for new treaty stipulations on t]JC subject." To this l1e answered 
that he would consider it in cabinet council and inform me. He added, uwhen the 
Arnwnians who are naturalized iu the United St:Ltes return here after this, they will 
not be permitted to remain in the country." To this I made no response, since 
Turkey has refused since 1869 to recognize the rigl.Jt of its t:mhjects to expatriate them­
Rclves, except after permission given, and mnch future difficulty will be :tvoided if 
the naturalized Armenian remains away from lJCre. In this connection I requested 
a suspension of his announced policy in favor of a young Armeninn who was at the 
legation on that day, and who wished to rejoin his wife, some 700 miles in the it~.te­
rior. On my assuring him that I believed he was a good man who had avoided their 
revolutionary societies in New York, he consented and telegraphed the permit. 

The interview, while serious, terminated with assurances of a desire to do all he 
could to remedy the grievances complained of by American teacl1ers. 

A. W. TERRELL. 
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(Inclosure 3 in }\o. 40.] 

Menwraudwn of htierview with Said Pasha. 

After tho interview with the grand vizier bad terminated, I cal1ed at the foreign 
office and asked Said Pasha if he bad received my note informing him that onerons 
plerlges were exacted of the Amerie:ms before they were permitted to receive title 
to the .Marsovan school property, for which they had paid. He answered, "Yes; 
aucl I am ha,ving it translated; I will answer it soon." It was sent in English and 
French. a11rl his translation must be intended for the Sultan, who communicates only 
in the Turkish language. I inforrnerl him that I had discussed the matter of the 
iracllf with the grand vizier and stated the result. I then added pleasantly, "When 
your Sultan iss11es his in(,de for Marsovan college the owners can make little nse of 
it if yon make them pletlge themselves not to teach or preach in it." He answered, 
"I will consider what answer will be made to your request that the owners sl1a.1l be 
relieved from making a pledge not to teach on the prOJ)erty." I answered, "I hope 
your excellency will consider your amnver carefully, for by it will be determined 
whether your contract with my Government made with my predecessor is to ·be 
observed." I then stated substantially to him what I had said in that regard to the 
grand vizier. His answer l1as not been received, but I feel confident it will be 
favorable. I then informed Lim that I would soon call his attention to all the vari­
ons COll1]11aints that had reached me of 'Yrongtreatmentto which American. mission­
aries were subjected, and would ask that im;trnctions issue that may prevent 
them in future. He answered, "I wjll gladly help to remedy them, but does not 
your excellency desire to see my list of complaint~ against the missionaries~" "Cer­
tainly/' I answered, 1

' and if they Lave clone wrong, they ruust reform/' This wa~ 
pleasantry, but former coJJversations revealed the fact that he believed the Arme­
nian missionaries engaged in teaching in American ~chools were dangerous to his 
Government. 

The interview terminated pleasantly. 
A. W. TmmELL. 

JJ;Ir. Terrell to llfr. Gresharn. 

[Extract.] 

No. 40.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Oonsta.ntinople, Au.g'ust 30, 1893. (Received September 19.) 

SIR: I have just received from a fellow-citizm1, Mr. Edward Riggs, a 
teacher in :Thfarsovan College, a written statement of the embarrass­
ments to which that institution is subjected by the Turkish officials, in 
the effort to rebuild the female annex. I inclose a copy. 

I also inclose a statement (copy) from Mr. Riggs of the tortures prac­
ticed on a native cook, to compel him to bear witness against the 
American missionariesand implicate them in a sedition, the headquar­
ters of which was doubtless at :Thfarsovan, a city of some 20,000 people. 
:Th1r. Riggs is an educated American, who impresses me favorably as a 
calm, thoughtful man. 

It really seems that there is to be no end of trouble for the Marso­
van CoUege . . 

I have, etc., 
A. w. TEI{RELL. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 49.] 

Memorandum, concerning the ·rebtdlding of the girls' school building in Ma1·sovan, Turkey, 
destroyed by ji1·e Febnwrg 2, 1893. 

·when the Ottoman Government paid an indemnity of 500 Turkish pounds for the 
burning of the buildiug newly erected for the girls' hoarding school in Marsovan, it 
was m1.!tually nnflerstoocl that authorization was thereby given to the missionaries 
to Teconstruct the building. 9onsidering that this permission was given in good 
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faith, the missionaries began to purchase material an<l to take the requisite steps 
for rebuilding. The land on which the building bad been erected had been regis­
tered according to the old system in the name of a native of this country, Dr. Z. 
Melkon Altoonian, who is the physician of the missionaries and of their schools, and 
is a member of the faculty and also of the board of managers of the college. The 
local governor of Marsovan, Bekir Pasha, advised the missionaries, as a preliminary 
to the issuing of the permit to build, that they should have the land transferrell to 
the n;~me of one of themselves, and they were advisell from Constantinople that this 
suoul<l be done uotb for this purpose and for the issuing also of the promised firman. 

Accordingly the process was undertaken, and after innumerable dela~rs and unex­
pected obstacles the preliminary processes were completed, the papers made out, 
aml all that remained was the personal presence and a.ffidavit of the parties in pres­
ence of the proper local functionaries. Here the missionaries were confronted with 
the demand that they give a written promise that on this land which they were thus 
said to be purchasing they woulcl set up neither a church nor a school nor a bospi-
1 al. Attention was called by the missionaries to the fact that their well-known 
pnrpose was to construct a school there, and also to the fact that this was not in 
reality a purchase, as the property had long been that of the missionaries, and had 
been so recognized by Government officials, so that thfl formal transfer was a mere 
technicality to bring- the -public records into line with actual facts. 

After wrestling w1th this difficulty for some time and finding that it would not 
yield, the missionaries referred the matter to the governor-general, who had by that 
time returned from points farther west, to Marsovan. He stated that he knew 
nothing of the payment of any such indemnity or the granting of any authorization 
for the rebuilding of the school. But he promised to inquire of Constantinople by 
telegraph, and to give an early reply in accordance with the information be should 
receive. Days passed into weeks, and the governor-general left Marsovan, and still 
l1is reply was that he had not yet received any answer from Constantinople. One 
of the missionaries called on him in Kavza, five hours' distance from 1\farsovan, and 
received the same reply, and it would seem hopeless now to attain the object in 
this way. After the affairs in the winter and spring, when appeal was made by 
the missionaries to the U. S. consul and minister for protection, this governor­
general told them that they should have appealed to him, and threatened that if 
they should again appeal to their national representatives against the Turkish 
officials it would be worse for the missionaries. They d-esired to do him proper 
honor and referred this matter to him, but it is manifestly not the way to accom-
plish the business. · 

On the occasion of the call in Kavza the governor-general took the opportunity to 
warn the missionary against Dr. Altoonian. He remarked that Dr. A. was a bad 
man, a leader in sedition, and a hypocrite, trying to deceive the governor-general 
himself as well as the missionaries. On the very same day he ha(l an interview 
with Dr. Altoonian, in which he turned the matter quite arouml the other way, 
warning him solemnly against having anything to do with the missionaries, as they 
were sure to get him into tron ble. He laid down conditions on which alone he 
would be willing to continue friendly relations with him; one was that he should 
hreak off his relations with the missionaries, and another was that he should claim 
the piece of land in question as his own property and refuse to transfer it to the 
missionaries or any one else, and promising that he should be free to use and enjoy 
it as his own. . 

'fhe summer is well-nigh gone, the material for the school building is already 
suffering, and will soon suffer much more from exposnre to the weather, and, the 
girls' school is still deprived of the llltH;h neelled buihling. 

EDWARD RIGGS. 
CONSTANTINOPLE, August 28, 1893. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 49.) 

Mcmoraudnrn conce1·ning i1nproper tn:atmcnt of pdsoners in Mm·sot•an, Tu1·key. 

The local police and gendarmes in Marso van have for some time past been actively 
engage( I in the endeavor to capture certain. fugitives who, on account of real or sup· 
pose(l connection with insurrectionary movements, have been in hiding in the city. 
During the night of Snnday, August 13, having tracked three of th!Olse men to a cer­
tain house, they tried to get holll of them there. 'fhe fugitives attempted to escape 
by climbing from one house top to another. One succeeded in evading bjs pursuers, 
but two were surrounded and caught on the roofs of houses. One of these houses 
~as the home of a man nameu Harootune, wlw is !3IllJ>lo;reQ. a~ ~qp"Jr jl). th~ American 
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college. The capture having been made on his premises, this man, thongh really 
innocent, was not very unnaturally arrested on snRpicion of having conniYet1 at the 
attempt of the culprits to escape. Thus fur the process appeo.rs to have been legiti­
mate enough, bnt then followed scenes which beggar description, antl for which a 
parallel must be songht in the early days of persecuted Christianity or in the blacker 
records of the Inquisition. Of four men who were similarly treated by a brutal sol­
diery, only the story of the one named above will here be given, as nearly as possi­
ble, in brief, in the words of the man himself, testified to by the ghastly marks of 
physical violence. 

Instead of being taken to the common prison these men were locked up in certain 
filthy little cells in the decayed building assigned to tlle soldiers as barracks. The 
cell in which the cook above named was lodged was a windowless closet about 8 by 
5 feet. The floor was sloppy mud, except at one end where the crumbling plaster 
from the wall bad made a little pile of earth which was somewhat less soaked than 
the rest of the tloor, and on which the wretched man tried to curl himself up from 
time to time for a snatch of sleep in the intervals of direct torture during the fi Ye days 
of his incarceration. As soon as it was ascertainetl that he was a Protestnn t and 
connected with the college his ankles were loaded with iron clutius weighing about 50 
ponnds. After some preliminary questions he was commanded to make conicssions 
implicating the college in sedition. Without gi Ying him time to refuse, the process 
of beating was begun. A soldier seized the vict,irn's head and held it under his arm, 
keeping him in a bowed position, w bile the captain(yuz-bushy )lai<l on heavy blows with 
a thick cudgel till he was tired, and then gave the clnb to another soldier to coutinue 
the process. This was repeated at intervals, a,nd ho was toltl wha,t he mnst confess, 
namely, that arms, ammunition, bombs, etc., were kept in the collPge; that revolu­
tionary committees were organized there, and that the missionaries were respec­
tively heads of these committees, their names being individually mentioned. When 
the victim, under repeated torture, had reached the point of utter exhanstion, he 
indicated his willingness to comply with the demands of his captors. Pen and 
paper were put into his hand ar d he began to write. 'Vhen he had completed a few 
lines, his guards, being unable to read his writing, demanded that, he sl10ulll tell 
them what be bad written, aml he began to read somewhat as follows: 

"Under compulsion, and contrary to my own will, I write down the following false­
hoods at the dictation of my guards." 

The effect of this may be easily imagined; the barbarous treatment was renewed 
with increased violence. 

Having reached a naturnl limit in the simplest form of torture, the self-appointed 
inquisitors proceeded to invent new methods of persecution. Tying ropes to his 
wrists and passing them through rings fastened high in the walls at opposite ends 
of thf' cell, they began to stretch his arms, continuing to raise him higher and higher, 
till the tips of his toes barely touched the ground. Raising the lollg iron chains 
which were nttacbecl to his aukles, they slung them over his extended arms, thus 
greatly increasing the weight pulling on his wrists. As loug as he could bear his 
weight on tiptoe he could give a little relief to his tortured arms, hut when the 
muscles of his feet became exhausted the entire burden came again upon the thongs 
with w hie b be was suspended. The wrists were well-nigh dislocated, the hands became 
numb, and swelled nearly to burstiug, while every individual bone and muscle in 
arms, neck, and shoulders was racked with unendurable pangs. The big town clock 
in the tower of the building in which this tragefly was being enacted enabletl the 
victim to time his experiences, and for five cons,•cutive quarters of an hour be hung 
thus between floor and roof. To reduce him to utter despair his guards went out of 
the room and shut the door, telling him that they wore going to leave him so all 
night. He called out after them, "No, you are not; I am going to pray to my God 
for you and he will soften your hearts, so that you will soon come and let me down." 
Aml they did. 

One more form of torture completes the horritllist. Two soldiers leaped upon his 
shoulders as he sat crouching on his little pile of earth, and, clutching his throat, 
pressed their thumbs against his windpipe, choking him unt,il uneonscionsness came 
to his relief, and be lay in the mud as one dead, how long he does not know. Livid 
spots of black and blue in the sides of his neck bore testimony, after his release, to 
the shape and power of those brutal thumbs. 

When he came to tell his story to the missionaries they had him remove his cloth­
ing that they might see the witness of his treatment, the clothes adhering as they 
were being removed, and those who saw that back, torn and bleeding and black and 
blistered, can never forget it till their dying da,y. The man told his story with great 
coolness and graphic simplicity, but when he came to the point of displaying the 
vivid evidences of the truth of his story he broke clown and wept like a child, and a 
palpable dimness came over some other unaccustomed eyes at the same moment. 

·when the missionaries heard of the treatment this man was receiving they sent 
word to the lqcal governor (kaim<tkam), drawing his attention to the facts and ask~ 
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in<T him to interfere. He expressed his f1ishelief, saying that such thingA were 
in~rediblc, hut upon inquiry he found the facts as repn'sentcd, and bad the man 
released. 

It may not be out of place to remark that his excellency Bakir Pasha, the present 
kaimakam of Marsovan, from the day of his arrival (in March last) to the present 
time, has manif\'sted a spirit of courteous aml considerate impartiality, with a firm 
and dignitictlmaimer, whieh has won for him the confidence a11d esteem of all par­
ties. Ma~- llis Imperial Majesty have many such agents to secure justice and equity 
throughout the realm. 

EDWARD RIGGS. 
CONSTANTINOPLE, Auglt8t 28, 1893. 

[Inclosure 3 in No. 49.] 

Memoranclu.rn concerning the p1'esent attitude of the Impe1'ial Ottoman Gore1'nment iowmd 
the American missionm·y illsf.itutions at MaTsovnn. 

Disturbances during the past winter in Marsovan, Asia Minor, culminating in the 
burning of the new building designed for the girls' boarding school, led to an offi­
cial investigation, concluctetl by Mr. Newberry, seeretary of the U. S. legation. As 
a result of that inYcstigation the Imperial Ottoman Government paid an indemnity 
of 500 Turkish pounds, with authorization to reconstruct the building, and gave 
promise for the issuing of an imperial firm an to the college of the American mission­
aries there. These facts, properly interpreted, serve to indicate that these institu­
tions at Marsovan enjoy tho favor of His Imperial Majesty and of the Ottoman 
Government, and this has been distinctly ~nd repeatedly affirmed to the mission­
aries by the present governor-general of the province of Sivas, as also by his prede­
cc::;sors and by various other functionaries of the Turkish Government. 

Through a painful process, extending through months past, the missionaries have 
uecn forced to the conviction that the exact opposite of this is the fact, and. that a 
wulespread and persistent effort is being made to break down and destroy these 
inst.itutions and to hamper and check the legitimate uusiness of the missionarieH. 
This opposition appears to be based upon the unwa.rrantecl and unjust SUS}licion 
that the college and the missionarieR are involved in the seditious movements which 
have recently been taking place among the Armenians of Asia Minor. The mission­
aries haYe uniformly shown themselves most friendly and loyal to the Ottoman 
GoYcrnmont, and while they have sought to forward the true interestA of all the 
1·uccs of the Empire1 they have never, for a moment, s~·mpathized with the iustH­
rectionary movements of some classes of the people. Indeed, if they have been at 
fault it hn.s l_~cen in their slowness to believe that any persons could he so insane as 
to coutemplate the projects of the revolutionists; and they have uniformly c~nnscled 
and commanded their pupils to avoid all complicity with such movements. Ofiicers 
of the Government have repeatedly noticed and read the warning which bas ucen 
suspended on the walls of the college for •'leveral years past, forhidd iHg t.lw pupils 
to have or to express sentiments in anywise disloyal, or to own or have in their pos­
session any book, pa-per, or manuscript derogatory to or disapproved of by the Gov­
enunent. Despite all this the suspicion has gone abroad that the college and the 
missionaries are at the bottom of all sedition, and government ofiicinls, instead of 
inqniring candidly into the facts, or accepting the results of the official investiga­
tions which have been made, ha>e set themsehes surreptitiously to work ngainst. the 
very life of the institutions which are doing all in their power to honor and maintnin 
the Government. The following facts, taken from the experience of the past few 
weks, will serve to show the character of the evidence which forees itself upon the 
missionaries, convincing them that the friendly assurances of the officials are in­
sincere and that their iustitutions are in serious peril: 

1. In such places ,as Yezgat, Chorum, Vizir Keuprn, Amr.t'lia, and Ordon, Govern­
ment officials have privately called the patrons of the colleg~', antl, in avparently 
friendly manner, have warned tbem against sencling their youth to the schools in 
Marsovan, describing them as bad "chools, etc. 

2. In some of the same towns and in other places clerks and underlings in Govern­
ment employ have let slip the statement that one after another new and stringent 
orders were continually eoming from their ,respecti"e centers of authority, cantio'ning 
:1gninst the college, and giving instructions as to dealings with students and others 
coming fron'l Marsovan schools. 

3. A.t the close of the last term in July a number of the college students on their 
way to Yezgat, Cresarea, Angora, etc., on reaching Cborum, twelve hours distant 
from M:arsovan, were arrested as a body and thrown into the common jail. After a 
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searcl1ing examination, in which all manner of quest~ons were asked regarrl.ing the 
college, it was found that the personal vouchers and traveling permits of the young 
men were all right ancl they were .finally allowed to proceed on their journey. (The 
dut.y of the officers is to inquire courteously for the papers, without arrest.) 

4-. Soon after the close of the term of July several of the young ladies connectetl 
with the girls' school-2 teacllers and 2 or 3 pnpils-w·cnt to make a visit in Vizier­
Keupru, ten hours' distnnce from Marsovan. On reachin~ the place they were 
arrested by 1he police, and were subjected to a very humiliating delay and search, 
their clothing being stripped off from them in the presence of Turkish women, anu 
examination made for some imaginary incendiary material. 

5. More recently one of the missionaries having p:1ssefl a few clays at a mountain 
village, as a health resort, happened on his return to Marsovan to pass through this 
same town of Vizier-Keuprn. Ho was there arrested ::mel taken to headquarters of 
police. His passport was asked for, and when that was presented his traveling per­
mit was demanded. This als9 being proclnced, it was pronounced unsatisfactory 
because it had not been specially registered for coming from Marsovan to Vizier­
Keupru. As these 11laces are in the same provinre (Yilayet) and the same district 
(sandjak) it has never been customary to require such registration, amlifthereis a law 
requiring it, it is practically a dead letter. However, the missionary was compelle<l 
to pay a fine for the omission. Still the inventiYe genius of the chief of police 
provided another quibble, and he refused to let his victim go witl1ont bail. The mis­
sionary, though perfectly well known in the town, was obliged tc:fget a native mer­
chant to go bail for him. He afterward ascertained that in the bond thus giYen it 
was distinctly stipulated that for the spaec of one year from that date the said mis­
sionary should not go to any place where the Armenian question is prominent, nor 
go to America nor to certain other places. Had the missionary known of it at tho 
time, he would not for a moment have assented to any such absnnllimitation of his 
liberty, nor does he bold himself in any wise bound by H. Yet the incident shows 
the suspicious and unfriendly attit.nde of the Government, aml the determination to 
identify the missionaries with the seditious movements of Armenians. 

6. A few days later, two young men, one a senior in the college, and tho other a 
recent graduate, also passing through the town of Vizicr-Keuprn, were arrested as 
suspicious characters, and when it was ascertained that they were connected with 
the college they were cast into irons and marched off to Amasia, the capital of the 
district (sandjak). The first fiye hours of the way, as far as the village of Kavza, 
they were compelled to walk. At that point a wagon was found antl they were 
hustled into it and taken to Amasia. It is not known that any formal charge has 
been brought against them. 

7. Among the persons arrested in Marsovan, on suspicion of complicity in insur­
rection, was the cook of the college. As soon as it appeared, in the course of his 
examination, that he was a Protestant and was connected with the college, he was 
at once heavily ironed and treated ·with barbarous severity. (The particnlar facts 
in his case are presented in a separate paper accompanying this.) It needs only be 
said that a violent effort was made to iiHluce him to testify to the following poiuts, 
viz, that there were arms, amnmnition, bombs, etc., concealed at the collcg·e, that 
revolutionary committees were organized at the college, and that the missionaries 
were the chairmen of these committees. 

8. The scandalo:ns charge made last January in haste and excitement by the local 
governor (kaimakam) of Marsovan, that the incendiary placards were printed on 
a cyclostyle owned by one of the missionaries, was, only a few clays ago, distinctly 
and deliberately repeated to that same missionary by the governor-general of the 
nrovince of Sivas. 
- 9. A point might very properly be made of the most inexcusable discourtesies 
heaped by this same governor-general upon the U. S. consul at Sivas, but it is taken 
for granted that the facts on this point are already well known to the authorities 
interested. It may not be out of place to remark that the two items last mentioned 
constituted insults to American citizens and to the American name, as such should not 
fail to demand ample reparation. 

10. The last point to be mentioned in this connection form~; the subject of another 
separate paper, and it is only necessary here to mention that the promise made at the 
time of the payment of the indemnity, that permission should be given for the 
rebuilding of the destroyed school building, has not been fnlfilled. After the events 
of the winter and spring, the governor-general expressed himself as displeased that 
the missionaries applied to consulate and. legation for redress iusteacl of appealing 
to his excellency the governor-general himself. In this case of the rebuililiug ques­
tion they adopted the method he proposed and referred tbe matter to him, but weeks 
haye passed and he has done nothing but accumulate obstacles, and there is no 
further virtue in patience. He threatened that if the missionaries persisted in 
appealing to American authorities the consequences wouhl be bad for them, and they 
were very desirous to avoid a break with him, but it l!.al) become so cvicleut that his 
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pur11osc is to hamper :mel oppose them that they feel themselves obliged once more 
to caH the attention of the legation to the above facts. 

In the whole matter all that the missionaries desire is the fulfilment of promises 
already given. They desire the sincere favor of the Imperial Government, expressed 
in the propo:'lecl form of a firman, which should not only be put into the hands of 
the missionaries, lmt should be proclaimed to the provincial and local officials in 
such a ·way that tl1ey shall realize that its proYisious are to be carried out. This 
involves the necessity of the entire removal of the unjust and painful suspicions 
harbored by the officials against the missionaries of complicity antl seditions move­
ments. 

It has been the uniform practice of the missionaries, not only to be absolntely 
faithfnl in their loyalty to the Turkish Government, and to prescribe the most 
nnreserveJ loyalty as a Christian duty of all their students, but aleo to have the 
whole administration and practice of the college, and of all their institutions, so 
open to the public as to allow of no suspicion on the part of anyoile of anything 
secret or nmlerhanded. Government officials have very often visitctl our institutions, 
and have always been received with courtesy ancl cordiality, and have been furnished 
every possiJJle facility for inspection. A few days ago the missionaries called upon 
the local governor (kaimakam) of Marsovan, and in connection with the mention of 

• the unfortunate rumors of the college having connection with seditious movements, 
they askerl him. as a personal favor to visit tho premises himself, and so to satisfy 
himself of the falseness of such rumors. The invitation was g-ive11 in all sincerity 
and was received by the kaimakam with the reply that for himself such eviden0e 
was entirely unnecessary, as he had perfect con fi<lepce in them. If this eonfidence 
could be sharetl in by all public officers our diftlcnlties would be largely removed. 

EDWAllD RIGGS. 
CONSTANTINOPLE, August 28, 1893. 

JJir. Terrell to .. Zifr. Gresham,. 

[Extrnct.] 

No. 50.] LEGA'l'ION OF 'l'HE UNITED S'l'ATES. 
Constantinople, A1tg~cst 31, 1893. (Received Sept. 19.) 

SIR: Since preparing the preceding dispa tell, No. 49, and accompany­
ing inclosures, I have visited the Porte and informed the grand vizier 
of the matters treated of in that dispatch. He was told firmly but 
respectfully that the torture of his own subjects to compel them to 
criminate American citizens could not be tolerated, and unless it 
ceased I would communicate the facts to my Government for instruc­
tions. I informed him also of the double dealings of his governor­
general with the Armenian, who holds the title, and with the missiona­
ries, and told him that I would, if necessary, expect him to compel 
the Armenian who holds the title to convey it. 

I was assured that be would at once telegraph and establish proper 
relations bet,veen the officials and the missionaries, and on my inform­
ing him that the permit to rebuild must issue, and difficulties about 
transfer of title must cease, or I would ask instructions from home, he 
told me that he bad telegraphed ordering permit and transfer of title. 

I know Mr. Tracy, who has taken Dr. Herrick's place, and Mr. 
Higgs, one of the professors, and told the grand vizier I stood person­
ally pledged for their law-abiding conduct. More arrests have been 
made at Marsovan for sedition, and everything in the city is suspected. 

I see no peaceful way to prevent the destruction of tbe usefulness of 
the college, which they are attempting by terrorizing the patrons, 
except by securing the confidence of the Porte in the professors. 

I bave, etc., 
A. w. TERRELL. 
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Mr. Terrell to .1l1r. Gresham. 

No. 52.] LEGATION OF 'l'HE UNillED STA'l'ES, 
Constantinople, September 4, 1893. (Received September 21.) 

SIR: When my predecessor conveyed to you his impression that 
kindly and safe relations were reestablished between the missionaries 
and the Porte l1e was deceived. 

I learn from Gargiulo the interpreter of the legation and the Chris­
tian professors in the college here that petty annoyances have been 
gradually increasing for three years. In my dispatch, No. 51,* I omitted 
to inform you that I felt called on, during my last interview with the 
grand vizier, to warn him of the effects that would follow the efforts of 
local officials to <lestroy the patronage of the schools. This I did by 
quietly remarking that it was quite immaterial whether American school 
houses were destroyed by fire or by intimidating their patrons; iu either 
event values were destroyed where investments had been made under · 
the protection of solemn treaties-this view of the matter his highness 
should cousider. 

I hope that my hint thus. conveyed may inspire action that will cor­
rect the growing prejudice against American teachers. Unless its 
effects are soon seen I will procur(J an audience of the Sultan and frankly 
tell him that the l1nited States expects the same consideration for her 
missionaries and teachers that is accorded to those of the most favored 
nation. 

I have, etc., 
A. W. TERRELL. 

No. 59.] 

Jllr. Terrell to Mr. Gresha,m. 

[Extract.] 

LEGATION OF 'l'HE UNITED S'I'ATES, 
Constantinople, September 14, 1893. (Received Sept. 30.) 

SIR: The inclosed extract from a letter to Rev. Edward Riggs, from 
Marsovan, under date of September G, just shown me, conveys informa­
tion tbat should be agreeable to the friends of Anato1ia College in 
America. The statement made by the grand vizier, which I communi­
cated in dispatch No. 50, August 31, was true, and his telegram from 
there to his Kaimakam has, according to the inclosed extract, pro­
moted more kindly relations between the school and the local govern­
ment. 

With Marsovan annoyances I think we are done until the 19th of 
October, when I will respectfully ask for the firman, unless it is sooner 
delivered, and when, if it be not forthcoming, I will demand it, unless 
instructed to the contrary. 

This settlement indicated by the inclosure must not be regarded as 
evidence of a more amiable feeling on the part of the Turkish Govern­
ment toward missionaries. Their position throughout Asia Minor is 
more precarious than at any former period, and only two days ago a 
formal note from the Porte requested me to withdraw missionaries from 
Bussorah, a town on the northeast shore of the Persian Gulf, because 

* Not printed. 



TURKEY. 679 

of the prejudice there against them, and tlie alleged imprudence of 
their conduct. 

I hope to arrange thjs matter, as I have others, without troubling you 
with it. 

I have, etc., 
A. W. TERRELL. 

[Inclosure in No. 59.) 

Extmct j1·om a letter 1·eceived by Mr. Riggs jTont ct p1·ivate cmTespondent in Ma1·soran, 
Asia MinoT, undeT dctte of September 6, 1893. 

Yesterday morning the kaimakam (local governor) sent for all the missionaries, say­
ing thatLebadsomcgoodntws forthem. They went, and heinformed them thnt he 
had telegraphic orders fi·om Constantinople to have the property transferred at once 
a11Cl to give the 11ermit for the building. "So, 71 said be, "build as soon as you please, 
a1H1 pnt up a finer building than you had before. 71 His orders from Constantinople 
n,lbo mentioned the treatment of Harootune (the cook who had been tortured), I 
hclieve-at least he mentioned it to the missionaries-a.nd told him to be very polite 
to the missionaries. He asked the gentlemen whether he bad ever been ot.berwise 
than polite to them, and said that he had always liked them and their schools, and 
had never believed any of tho talk against them; that he regretted exceedingly the 
incident concerning Harootune, bnt be had stopped the brutality as soon as he had 
found it out. The geutlemen assured him that they had nothing against him at all. 
Well, be said, he wishe(l to reply in this way to Constantino]Jle and he wished to be 
sure that the missionaries would report. the same thing. He asked that they would 
report to Constantinople that be had been polite to them. They replietl that Mr. 
Riggs had gone to Constantinople intending to report well of him, and that they 
were always ready to acknowledge that. So now the property is transferred. That 
was finished yesterday. And now the plan of the new building in a revisetl form is 
pr.esented, or is to be presented to the kaimakam to-day, and the l)Crmit for build­
ing to be outained. 

lJir. Gresham to llfr. Ter,rell. 

[Extract.] 

No. 60.] DEPAR'l'MENT OF STATE, 
TVashington, September 15, 1893. 

SrR: Your dispatch No. 40, of August 2l, in relation to the non­
issuance of the promised irade for Marsovan College was duly 
received. 

The settlement of the Marsovan incident tendered by the Ottoman 
G-overnment in antjcjpation of a demand on the part of the United 
St:1tes comprised a money indemnity and all necessary permits for the 
rebuilding of the school and the continuance of its educational work. 
These permits are a substantial part of the arrangement and can not 
be disregarded or ignored. 'l'his Government, relying upon the good 
fnith of the Ottoman Porte, has awaited and still awaits fulfillment of 
these promises. 

The proposed conditions can not be accepted as a compliance with 
the promises given, permission to rebuild the burned school building 
with the proviso that it shall not be used as a school; aud an irade in 
favor of the .Anatolia College, coupled with a prohibition against teach­
ing, would not be a fulfillment in good faith of the eli::; tinct understand­
iHg reached. 

The delay of two or three months asked by the grand vizier has been 
consumed in fruitless discussion. There is now no reason discernible 



680 FOREIGN RELATIONS. 

wl1y tl1e pledges so frankly given and accepted should not be fulfilled 
to the letter. This is what the Government of the United States con­
fidently expects and what you should courteously but firmly insist 
upon. Should the Porte evade or repudiate its own solemn voluntary 
agreement and fail to satisfy the just expectation of this Government, 
it will be time to formulate a demand as of right. But I can not 
believe it possible that His Imperial Majesty's Government will delib­
erately unrlo the good that was wrought by the cordial assurances that 
marked the outset of this question. 

I am, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 

Mr. Terrell to llfr. Gresham. 

[Extract.] 

No. 60.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Constantinople, September 18, 1893. (Received October G.) 

SIR: On Friday, t.he 15th inBtant, I took with me to the Porte J\'[r. 
Ed ward Higgs, a professor in the J\larsovan College, and introduced 
him to the grand vizier. The professor speaks the Turkish language 
fluently, and the grand vizier, who rarely comes in contact with mis­
sionaries, was evidently pleased with his interview. Mr. Higgs is a 
self-possessed, manly-looking American, and I took him to the Porte 
that they might see what. manner of men they had been suspecting. 

I asked that Mr. Riggs might take with him the vizierialletter to the 
governor-general of the province of Sivas placing under his protection 
J\1r. Tracy, his family and associates at 1\iarsovan. The letter bad gone 
forward, but Mr. Riggs was permitted to go with an a.ttaclu3 ot the 
Porte and inspect the record copy, which he reduced to writing from 
memory and delivered to me, a copy of which is inclosed. 

I have, etc., 
.A. vY. 'fERRELL. 

[Inclosure in No. 60.] 

The following is the snbstance of the vizierial letter sent to the govemor-general 
of Sivas early in September. It was reatl in the hearing of l\:Ir. Riggs, at the Porte, 
on the 15th of September, 1893, and the following abstract of it is reproduced from 
memory: 

dIn view of certain complaints brought to the bearing of the central government 
of improper treatment of pupils of the American college at Marsovan, the attentiot: 
of the governor-general is called to the facts relating to that institution. It hav­
ing been understood that Dr. H~rrick has been removed from the position of director 
of the college, and that Mr. Tracy is appointed in his place, no change is required 
in the relations of the Govemment to the college, but the governor-general is 
instructed to use all needed means for the protection of the said Mr. Tracy and 
family, and his associates, and for the defense of the rights of their pupils." 

The document in the original occupied not more than three or four lines of Turk­
ish, and had the appearance of an order such as might have been sent by tele­
graph, and it Lad evidently been received in Marsovan by September 5. I can not 
be certain of the exact form of the language. The official number of the order was 
given to rue, 38. 

EDWARb- itl:GGS. 
CONSTANTINOPLE, Septembe1· 15, 1893. 
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JJir. Terrell to 1111·. Gresham. 

No. Gl.] LEGATION OF THE UNI'l'RD STATES, 
Constantinople, September 1.9, 1893. (Received October G.) 

SIR: The present vali of the province of Sivas, wllich embraces 
lVIarsovan, has rendered himself olmoxious to the Americans. The 
consul at Sivas, l\L A. Jewett, in a letter to the consul-general here, 
requests his removal. He states that this vali (Halil Bey) is exciting 
the fanaticall\1os1em populatioll and inducing tl1em to believe that the 
Christians are enemies to the empire and arc responsil>le for Armeuian 
revolutionists. Mr. Jewett's letter, whicl1 is inclosed, contains specific 
allegatiolls showing the unfriendly dispositions he (the vali) evinces 
towards America11s. It was writte11 before he bad been informed of 
the order from the Porte requiring the transfer of title and permit to 
rebuild. 

I inclose my answer to the letter of the consul-general here, which 
called my attention to Mr .• Tewet,t's letter, and directed l1im to forwanl 
a copy of my letter to Mr. J cwett. 

I will call the atteution of the minister of the interior to the pro11riety 
of removi11g the vali as a precautiouary measure to avoid future trouble. 

I ba ve, etc., 
A. w. T 'ERRELL. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. Gl.J 

Mr. Jewett to Consnl-Genel'al Hess. 

CONSUI,ATE OF Tim UNITED STATER, 
Sicas, September 2, 1893. 

Sm: Permit me to call yonr attention and the attention of the honorable minister 
Terrell to the following statements: 

It seems to me that the welfare of American interests, the interest of foreign 
Christians generally residing in this province, and a1so the interests of the Turki~:;ll 
Government, demand the immediate replacing of the present vali, Halil Bey, by lt 

more judicious, more honest, and less vindictive man. 
Foreign Christians are nuder the protection of this governor, who is not only 

exciting the Armenians by his cruel, unjust, :1D1lm1reasonable conduct towarfls them, 
but he is indting the more or less fanatical Moslem population to believe that the 
ioreigners are the enemies of the empire, the cause of all the present trouble and 
disorder. 

He claimed just before leaving for Mnrsontn that there are still revolutionary 
teachers in the American College there. 

While in Marsovan, it is credibly reported, he has continually talked t•> the peo­
ple as though the missionaries were directly concemed in carrying on the seditions 
movement. Subordinate officers, taking their cue from him, talk in the same way. 

Recently a" Kachak" was captured at Marsovan, or near thPre, with a dynamite 
bomb in his pocket. vVe are told that when the vali beard of it he declared that 
those bombs were introduced by the American missionaries. 

Such talk as this is of the same sort and tone as that which preceded the burning 
of the college lmilding last January. The ignorant, the fanatical, and the rascally 
portion oftt1ecommunity may easilybe influenced by such opinions, expressed bythe 
chief magistrate of the province, to acts of violence. 

At Amasia he said to the people," Why do you do business with foreigners~ \Vhy 
do you talk with them~ They are the greatest enemies of the Turkish Government." 
This is like the talk which Hosref Pasha was reported to have made at Marsovan 
shvrtly before the destruction of the college building: ''All these troubles come 
from the college, and there will be no peace until it is destroyed." It is reported!) 
can not say that it is trne, but it sounds as though it might be) that when the vali 
reprimanded Hosref Pasha for th~ trouble he had made at l\1arsovan last winter. 
Hosref Pasha replied, "I only did what yon ordered me to do," ancl the vali was forced 
to be silent So prevalent has the idea become among the Protestants thnt it is dan­
gerous.for them to have anytl.Jing to do with the Marsovan missiouaries, that they 
do not show to them the usual hospitalities when the miKsiomll'ies visit their vil­
lages, and in some cases they have requested them not to vi~:;it the village, for fear 
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such a visit would call down upon them the wrath of the Government. This is a. 
serious interference with the missionary business. 

The vali seems to feel very sore over the "Mardovan incident," and seems deter­
mined to get even for that atl'air. He bas blocked the issuing of the firm::m by vari­
ous hindrances. He claims to know nothing of any indemnity having .been paid or 
of any permit for rebuilding having been promised. _ 

The fact that Mr. Rodign,s (Belgian), United States vice and deputy consul, and the 
missionaries did not receive the usual invitation to the official reception ou the Snl­
tan's accession flay, points to this disrespect or ill feeling towards foreign residents. 

The governor's remarkable incapacity for handling the Armenian qnestion finds 
many illustrations. He prohibited the Armenians from calling on the consul, aml 
wbeu be was reprimanded by the minister of the interior for his discourtesy, be put 
one of the most intelligent and popular Armenians, Dr. Karckeen, in prison because 
he supposed the doctor was responsible for his having been reported. The vali has 
another charge against him which, it seems to me, is probably false, upon which the 
~rrest W:A,S made. :E'rom ~etters to me from the missionaries and the German vice­
consul, as well as other letters from the relatives of the doctor, reporting the vali's 
continual bitter talk rcgarfling this grievance which he thinks he has against the 
doctor, it seems to me p·la.iu enongh that revenge is his chief motive. He said bectLnse 
the doctor reported the prohillition to me be should treat him as a traitor. 

The propositions which the vali has made to Dr. Melcom, teacher and one of the 
board of directors of Marsovan College, is a good illustration of his bad methods of 
cowlnct. The vali told the doctor that unless he did these things he would put him 
in Jlrison, viz: 

(1) He must sign a paper stating that the college property now held in his name 
was not bought for the missionaries, but only for himself. 

(2) He must give up his position in the college and all connection with the mis­
sionaries. 

(3) He must fumish the names of some men who could be imprisoned. 
These are the propositions as reported to me by the mission. I have not beard of 

his arrest yet. His nflphew, Dr. Rupen, of Amasia, was imprisoned Angust 22 on 
the charge of having some knowledge of an assassination which occurred at Amasia 
a few weeks ago. Dr Rnpen is a gradtuLte of the American College at Aintab. H€l 
spent several years studying medicine in America, and took out his first citizenship 
papers, but not his final papers. 

The methods employed to detect po1it.ical criminals is not conuucive to pleasant 
relations, antl does not seem to accomplish the desired ends. They come upon a 
house at night with a band of soldieTs, burst in, frighten innocent people, seize the 
owners of the house and put them in prison. There, it is reported to me, they are 
beaten and tortured to compel them to give some information or confess to some 
knowledge of the seditious movement. 

Large numbers of Armenians in Marsovau and Amasia have thus been dealt with, 
I am told, but I do not know how many. August 13th the German vice-consul wrote 
me, ''About 70 have been put in prison," but he does not say in how long a ·time. 

I judge he means in a few da,ys. Of late, contrary to the usual custom, women 
have been put in prison; and the above authority says, "tortured anu beaten." 

This is a repetition of the methods which the vali employed in working up a case 
against Profs. Thoumayian, Cayayan, Preacher Mardaros, and other innocent per­
sons. 

It may be that the vali, instead of having an incapacity for doing good work, has 
a great capacity and well-defined plan for making trouble, and the idea, that he is 
acting as the agent for some party bent upon creating disturbance in Asia Minor, 
fiuus some foundation in his recent conduct, as in his conduct before be came here 
whilehe was valiatVan. There, lam credibly informed, he himselfinstituted vari­
ous troubles and resorted to unclerhanclecl and conupt practices with the special 
intent of creating distnrllances. 

In eithPr case, it seems to me important that he should be remo,' ed. 
I am, etc., 

M.A. JEWETT, 
U. S. Consul. 

[Inclosure 3 in No. 61.] 

Mr. Ten· ell to M1·. Hess. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Constantinople, September lG, 1893. 

Sm: I l1ave reMived your letter elated yesterday, inclosing, copy of a letter from 
M. A. Jewett, U. S. consul at Sivas, to yon, dated September 2. Since the date of 
his letter information has reached me from M:arsovan that the title held by the 
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Armenian doctor had been convcyecl and the permit to relmild the college had 
been issued. An order has also gone forward to the local governor placing under 
his special protection the mit:~sionary teachers. I have been assured at the Porte by 
the gTancl vizier, that his orders would reestablish pleasant relations between the 
officials and the missionaries. 

I have assurances that our mis~ionary friends wi1l in the future be properly trcatecl 
in Marsovan. Their Armenian friends who complain of oppression must look lH'i­
marily to the great European powers, unless they are naturalized American citizens. 
English consuls are always . acceRsilJle, and I prefer that a knowletlge of Turkish 
outrages shall reach the British embassy here through Britif:lh informants. 

Our missionary friends who became conspicuous in their sympathy for Armeni:ms 
(who are not United States citizens) only provoke the resentment of the Turk and 
invite suspicion. 

They must elect between a peacefnl exercise of their professions by abstaining 
from all connection with revolutionists on the one hand and the ruin of their mis­
sionary enterprises by espousing the cause of those who are arrested for sedition 
on the other. 

I have served notice on the Government that acts, such as torturing the cook to 
compel him to lie on American citizens and implicate them in sedition, would not 
be tolerated; and that sort of thing will, I think) occur no more; but at the snme 
time our p0ople should never, uy their conduct, ex.cite suspicions which lead to 
such barbarities. I know the prudence of M:r. Tr:tcy, and these remarks are only 
meant to promote increased. vigilance. Please send. a copy of tbis to l\Ir. Jewett. 

I have etc. 
A.. vV. TEHRELL, 

llfr. Tt3rrell to Jlfr. Gresham. 

No. 68.] LEGATI0N OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Oonsta.ntinople, Septmnber 23, 1893. (Heceived October 14.) 

SIR: In answer to a telegram to J\.fosul, I was informed by telegram 
by Dr. McDowell that the case against parties arrested for assault on 

- Miss :Melton was suffering from needless delay. The governor of the 
province, who the grand vizier says he regards as culpable, has been 
removed by him, and his successor, who lives l1ere, has started to 
relieve him. He will require twenty days to make the journey, and the 
grand vizier assures me that on his arrival at Mosul speedy punish­
ment will be inflicted upon the guilty parties. 

I bave, etc., 
A. W. TERRELL. 

]j[r. Terrell to J11r. Gresham. 

No. 70.) LEGA'l'ION OF 'I'HE UNITED STATES, 
Constantinople, September 29, 1893. (Rece:ved October 1G.) 

SIR: The unsatisfactory condition of the treatyrelations between the 
United States and Turkey on the subject of naturalization is daily 
becoming more embarrassing. The recent correspondence between the 
Turkish minister and yourself on the subject of Turkish policy in 
refusing to naturalized Armenian subjects the right to return here, had 
its origin in their belief that they returned only for seditious work. I 
am applied to almost daily to relieve returning Armenians from annoy­
ance and arrest. 

Thus far, while the Turk will not concede to those naturalized after 
1869 the status of American citizenship, I have succeeded in securing 
in each case the relief needed. But in the nature of things this good 
fortune in evading trouble can not last long. The Asiatic scarcely 
ever becomes naturalized until . he is ready to return. I have had 
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occasion to inspect a number of certificates of naturalization for 
A rmenialls issued on the eve of their departure from A medea. 

Two cases are now before me of retnrnerl Armenians who went to 
America since 1869 without the conseut of Turkey. One is, as I Lave 
just learned, in prison in Stamboul. I have instructed the consnl­
geueral, to whom he has appealed, to demand from the municipal 
authorities his release. If they refuse, I will demand his release at the 
Porte unless he is imprisoned on a clmrge of crime committed, and if it 
be refused telegraph you for instructions. 

I had occasion in a former dispatch to refer to the danger, daily more 
apparent, arising from the defect in our treaty relations with Tul'key 
on the subject of 1mturalization, au<l I desire to call attention to the 
policy of England as shown in lwr statute 33, Viet. c. 14. On every 
passport issued by Great Britain is printed this language: "This pass­
port is granted with the qualification that t!Je bearer shall not, when 
within the limits of the foreign state of wllich he was a subject pre­
viously to obtainiug his certificate of naturalization, be deemed to be 
a British subject, unless he has ceased to be a subject of that state in 
pursuance of the laws thereof, or in pursuance of a treaty to that effect." 

The European emigTallt in the Uniteu States generally naturalizes in 
good faith; the Asiatic very rarely does. I am in a position to know 
tLat it is the rule rather tban the exception tllat the Armenian returns 
soon after he is naturalized, and collies back with the intention of 
remai11ing. 

I said fo the grand vizier only last week that when my country natu­
ralized a man it followed him with its flag so long as he was houest, 
and that while I regretted the disagreement as to the status of Arme­
nians naturalized since their law of1869 without their consent, it could 
ouly be regulated as to the future by treaty, and as Turkey was the 
power most interested I awaited her propositions, for I had no illstruc­
tions, aud hence no propositions to make. 

I am sure tllat the security of our Christian people in Asia Minor 
depends largely on wise treaty stipulations regulatiug the naturaliza­
tion of Turkish subjects. 

I have, etc., 
A. w. Tl~RRELL • 

.JJ[r. Terrell to Jlfr. Gresham. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGATION UF THE UNITED STATES, 
Oonstanf'tnople, Octobe'r 2, 1893. 

1\fr. Terrell reports the arrest by Turkish offtcers of two naturalized 
citizens of the United 8tates born in Tnrkey on their return to that 
country. He says that they were bearers of passports is~:med by the 
Department, and that dec1iuing to discuss the right of expatriation lle 
demau<lecl and secured the release of the person that had been arrested 
in Constantinople. As to the other one he says that that man was 
arrested at and expelled from Salonica before information had reached 
the legation. He reports that he has refused to send away the former 
unless so instructed by Mr. Gresham, and that he will keep him until 
this telegram is answered. He adds that the Sublime Porte is dPsirous 
of negotiating a treaty by which its right of jurisdiction over return­
ing natives will be recognized, and asks for instructions by cable. 
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Mr. Terrell to JJ[r. Gresham. 

[Extract.] 

No. 72.) LEGATION OF THE UNITED 8~rATES, 
Constantino]Jle, October 2, 1893. (Hecei ved Octuuer 19.) 

SIR: I l1ave to call your attention to recent outrages upmt the natn­
ralized citize11s of the United States of Turkish birth who l1avereceut1y 
returned to the Turkish Empire. 

Through the consul· general here I have just ascertained that one A. 
l\fetzig, a native of Bourgas, was about the 20th ultimo arrested in 
Salonica, a Turkish town below the Dardanelles, by order of the gov­
ernor-general there, wlw claims to be acth1g under instructions from the 
Porte. His passport, wbieh was regular, describing him as· a citizen of 
the United States, was indorsed by the Turkish consul in New York. 
He was imprisoned and afterwards removed (being comJ)elled to pay 
his own fare) up to U skut, from which place they intended to send him 
away, as a note from him informed the consul. He was seized at a 
hotel and not permitted to take with him his trunk and personal effects, 
including a check, which was his only means of support. 

Here in Constantinople only a few days since, another man, Paul G. 
Hedighian, anaturali.zP-d citizen of the United States, bearingtllepass­
port of the Government, dated 1st day of August, 1893, and bearing 
your signature, was arrested and deprived of his passport. Ou demand 
it was delivered to the consul-general, who demanded also his release. 
No ofi'e11se was alleged, and the man was released on bail for one day. 
Since then no information regarding him has been obtained. I learneu 
of his case yesterday. 

I inclose for your information the copy of a letter from P. H. Lazarro, 
U. S. consular agent at Salonica, to W. B. Hess, consul-general, and 
copies of two notes from :1\-Ietzig to the consular agent, each dated the 
21st instant. 

The certificate of the clerk of the district court for the district of 
Massachusetts shows that Redighian was naturalized ·on the 22d of 
July, 1893. 

My interpreter and secretary have been unable to copy my note on 
this suluject to the minister of foreign affairs with its translation in 
time for its delivery to-day, and I will go at once to the Porte and make 
my demand verbally, giving notice that it is prepared in writing and 
will be sent Monday. I will attach it as an inclosure. 

September 30, 9 p. m.-Oontinuing the subject of this dispatch, I 
Jmve to inform you that I called at the Porte this afternoon and made 
the demands referred to in inclosure 3. I demanded with emphasis 
but respect, that the man who had been arrested here should be deliv­
ered to me at the legation office, and that Metzig should be placed in 
possession of his personal f'ffects and permitted to return to Salonica. 

The laws of Turkey prohibiting emigration were urged as justifying 
arrests. This I refused to discuss, telling him that when he permitted 
l1is Armm1ian to stay five years in my country and procure a passport 
witll your name and the great seal of state to it, the protection of the 
flag of the United States was over him and would protect him around 
the world. 

The manifest reluctance to comply with my demands rendered it 
necessary that · I should repeat in substance all that is contained in 
inclosnre 3. Finally I agreed that his final answer might be deferred 
until to-morrow (Sunday) afternoon, for I had demanded tliat Redighian 
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should be brought to me there while I. was at the Porte and finally 
formally delivered at the legation ofUce. I propo8ed to keep him when 
delivered until your instructions could be received. I think the grand 
vizier and Sultan must be consulted, and also that the demand will be 
complied with. • 

The interview was protracted, and these arrests are evidently intended 
as a bold prelude to treaty stipulations, fixing the status of Turks here­
after uaturalized. The necessity of such a treaty was suggested by 
Said Pasha, and since former dispatches from Secretary Bayard to this 
legation favored such treaty I readily conse11ted to negotiate with him 
on the subject in subordination to your instructions, but with tl1e dis­
tinct declaration that my demands must first be complied with and 
American passports respected by the delivery "to my hand" of Redigh­
ian. I will telegraph you to-morrow when the answer of the Porte is 
received. 

Monday, October 2.-Yesterday passed and no answer from the Porte 
was received. This morning the man Redighian was delivered at the 
office of the consul-general. He is under my control until your answer 
to my telegram is received. 

The transactions referred to in this dispatch were of so important a 
nature that I have included them in one dispatch in the order of their 
occurrence. 

I have, etc., 
A. W. TERRELL. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 72.] 

M1·. Lazarro to Mr. Ilcss. 

U. S. VICE-CONSULATE, 
Sltlonica, September 22, 1893. 

Sm: I beg to make yon acquainted with the following facts: Yesterday morning, 
the 21st, I rcceiYed a note which I inclose herewith in original, asking my help 
for a Unit..ed States citizen, ·who allogct> l1aving been unduly imprisoned. The hour 
being a very early one, the clerk of the commlate whom I dispatched to the prison 
was unable to see any of the officials-had, however, an interview with the pris­
oner, who mane the following statement: "I arrived two days ago from the United 
States where I have lived seven years, and was naturalized two years ago. Last 
night I was arrested at my hotel and brought here without knowing the reason of my 
arrest." My clerk managed to see the passport, unofficially, and declares the same 
to have been in good order issned by the Department of State, and indorsed by the 
Turkish consulate in New York. About noon I dispatched my clerk, this time accom­
p:mied by the dragoman of the consulate, to the director of political affairs, in 
order to ask for the delivery of said passport, and to make the necessary remarks on 
the illegal arrest of a United States citizen. At the same time I recei yed a second 
note from the prisoner, which you will finn here included. _ Yonssouf Effendi, 
the director of political affairs, alleged that the person in question having been 
llOrn in Turkey, Bourgas, * and being of Armenian nationality, could not be con­
siucred by the Turkish authorities as a United States citizen, a,nd in consequence, 
could by no means "depend" t of the U. S. consulate. At the request of my clerk 
to see the governor-general himself~ Youssouf Effendi replied that his excellency 
was not visible for the day, but gave his word to defer the expulsion of the prisoner, 
·who was to be forwarded this morning to Uskut, and thence to the frontier, till I 
conltl have a personal interview with the gov~rnor-geneml. 

This morning I saw his excellency, who informed me that he had given orders two 
day~; ago for the expulsion of the person in question, and he was himself obeying 
orders from Constantinople, concerning Armenians who had become naturalized 

* A town in Bulgaria. 
tThis official is a Greek. His dispatch was doubtless in French, and the worcl 

"depend" used as in the original. It is intended, I presume, to mean "be a depencl-
ent" in this connection.-1'etTell. . 
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United States citi:;o;ens. His excellency further answered nw that he knew nothing 
of the promise made by Yonssonf .Kffencli, on the day before, to delay the departure 
or the prisoner. The United States citizen in question was sent this morning to 
U,;kut without my having been informed, and before my interview with the gover­
nor-general. 

I avail myself of this occasion, sir, to ask instructions on my future conduct 
regarding tbese cases of contested nationality, which, I am sorry to say, are very 
often repeated. I further beg to draw yonr attention to the behavior of the direc­
tor of political affairs, Youssonf Effendi, who losetl no occasion to create difficulties 
in all affairs concerning the consulate. 

I am, etc., 
P. LAZARRO. 

[IIJC]osurc 2 in No. 72.1 

Mr. Metzig to M1·. LazwTo. 

SALONICA, Septernber 21, 1893. 
DEAR Srn: Please make it your bnsiness to see me before noon. I am a United States 

citizen; came here two .lay~ ago. The officers took my passport and put me in prison 
at Konak, not explainiug why. Please see to me, help me out, and oblige, 

Yours truly, 
A. METZIG. 

SALONICA, September 21, 1893. 
DEAR Sm: I am really astonished not having seen yon until now, as you prom­

ised. On the 8trict rer1niremeut of the police, I '"as obliged to pay my ticket to 
Usknt, wbere they intended to sencl me off. I do not know for what reason, and 
then I do not really know wha.t to do. I have a trunk lying in the hotel a.nd a check 
drawn on a banking house in Loudon, which I would get cashed in the Imperial 
Ottoman B<Htk office. The cashier on my presentation of the same check asked me 
to bring thorn some reference. I am really vexed at the manner they treat me and am 
very unquiet, not lu:wing a secontl visit on J·our part. Asking your immediate kiud 
help, 

I am, etc., 
A. METZIG. 

[Inclosure 3 in No. 72.] 

Mr. Terrell to Sai.cl Pasha. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATF.S, 
Cm1stantinople, September 30, 1893. 

ExcELLKNCY: I am reliably informed that about the 20th nltimo a United States 
citizen, A. Metzig, was, witlwut being charged with crime, arrested at Salonica by 
the Turkish officers, and at Konak was placed in prison. His passport was taken 
fi·om him and after beiug imprisoned several da.ys he was sent awa.y without being 
permHted to take with him his trunk and personal effects, which were left in the 
hotel in which be was arrested. This man had just arrived from America, where he 
became a citizen of the United States two yea.rs ago. He bore a passport as a citi­
zen of the United States, which w.as indorsed by the Turkish consul at New York. 
Yonssouf Effendi, the local director of political affairs at Saloniea, declared that 
Metzig having been born in Bourgas, could not be regarded as acitizenof the United 
States, a.nd could not be under the protectiQn of the United States vice-consul at Salon­
ica. The governor-general informed the vice-consul that he had ordered the removal 
of M etzig beyond the Ottoman Empire, under orders trom the Porte, and that his 
orders applied to all returning natives of Armenia. I am also informed, now for the 
first time, that other cases of a similar character have occurred at Salonica. 

P:ml G. Redighian, a citizen of the United States, while bearing a passport signed 
by the l-Ion. Walter Q. Gresham, Secretary of Stat.e, and attested by the broad seal 
of his office, was here in Constantinople on the 26th day of this month restrained 
of his liberty by an officer of your Government and deprived of his passport. The 
passport was, on demand of the cousul-geueral, delivered at the consul's office, but 
what disposition bas been made of the man is not known. 
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The arrest of the men cnn not be justified on the gronn(l that they emigrated to 
America without obtainining the consent of His Imperial Mnjesty. Snrh men, natur­
alized as citizens of the United States, will, when they return to Turkey, ue as jeal­
ously protected against arbitrary arrest as if they hau been born in American 
territory, until the Government of His Imperial Majesty and the United States mutu­
ally agree to the contrary. The right of expatriation is held so sacred by the United 
States that it is beyoJ?.d the pale of diplomatic negotiation. If an American citizen 
commits a crime against the laws of Turkey, he is liable to arrest and punishment 
under the forms prescribed by treaty, but not for the offense of becoming an American 
citizen. If the Government of His Imperial :Majesty desires to send away naturalized 
citizens who return to Turkey they must be protected against imprisonment; this 
legation shonld be informefl of that fact without their arrest, aml then under 
instructi01~s from Washington it can confer with you in the effort to reach an adjust­
ment satisfactory to both Governments. 

The uniform promptness with which his highness the grand vizier and your exeel­
lency have always aeted in correcting auy wrong b1·ought to your notice, precludes 
me from believing that you directed these arrests; 

The flagrant conduct of your officers in arresting and imprisoning American citi­
zens who were peacefully sojonrning here, and \Vho have passports which are 
respected by all nations, compels me to protest against such conduct as unwar­
ranted by precedent. I respectfnlly clcmand-

1. That the citizen arrested all(l imprisoned at Salonica be placed in possession of 
the personal effects of which he was deprived, and permitted to return to Salonica 
if he desires, until an adjustm('nt of his case be made between Turkey and the 
the United Rtates. 

2. That the citizen Pa.ul G. Redighian be cleliYcrecl to me at my legation. Reserv­
ing the right to make such other demands as my Government ma.y require, 

I arn, etc., 
A. W. TERRELL. 

JJ[r. Gresham to Mr. Terrell. 

[Telegram.] 

DEP ART"MENT OF STATE, 
lVaskington, October .cf., 1893. 

Mr. Gresham requests further particulars anu asks what the Turkish 
Government claims, what ground the arrest was ba~ed on, and whether 
tbe men were arrested because they violateu some law or order of the 
Turkish Government uy returning. 

JJir. Terrell to Jl[r. Gresham. 

[Telegram.) 

LEGATION OF 'l'IIE UNITED STATES, 
Gcmstantinople, October 5, 1893. 

Mr. Terrell reports that the Turkish Government claims that the per­
sons referred to in his telegram of October 2 must be regarded as sub­
jeets of the Sultan. He says that tbe crime for which they were 
arrested is their having emigrated to, and become naturalized in, tlw 
United States without the Sultan's consent, and that the purpose of 
the arrest was that of expulsion from the eonutry. He adds that he 
has given full particu.lars in a dispatch which follows. 
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Mr. Adee to Mr. Terrell. 

N 0. 73.) DEP AR'l'MENT OF STATE, 
Washington, October 10, 18&3. 

SIR: I have received your No. 61 of lDth ultimo and the copy 'which 
you inclose of a letter from our consul at Sivas to our consul-general at 
Constantinopl~, setting forth the unfriendly attitude and acts of the 
vali of Sivas, in which province Marsovan is situate, toward Ameri­
canR there residing. 

The continuance and development of good will at Marsovan will 
largely depend, as you point out, on the discretion and tact of the 
American officers of the college, but their efforts to commend their enter­
prise as law-abiding and beneficial to the community should not be 
neutralized by malevolent misrepresentations and treatment such as is 
attributed, apparently of actual knowledge, to the vali of Sivas. 

I am, etc., · 
ALVEY A. ADEE, 

Acting Secretary. 

Mr. Terrell to Mr. Gresham. 
(Telegram.) 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Constantinople, October 11, 1893. (Received October 11.) 

Mr. Terrell telegraphs that the absence of definite instructions makes 
his position embarrassing, and, stating that a reply to his telegram of 
tlle 5th is anxiously awaited, asks whether his demand for the release 
of the naturalized citizens who were arrested for leaviug Turkey with­
out the Sultan's consent is approved. 

Mr. Terrell to Mr. Gresham. 

No. 78.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Constantinople, October 11, 1893. (Received October 27.) 

SIR: I inclose you copies of two letters, one from Mardin, by Mr. 
Willis G. Dewey, dated September 25, the other from Dr. E. McDowell, 
written from Amadia, Koordistan, dated September 18, and both 
relating to the prosecution of suspected parties for the outrage on Miss 
Melton. These letters were both delayed in transit, but from them two 
t,hings are apparent, viz: First, that no positive evidence bas been 
found, and, second, that those people (if no one is punished) are in dan­
ger. 

I have, etc., 
A. w. TERRELL. 

[I_nclosure 1 in No. 78.] 

M1·. Dewey to M1·. Ten·ell. 
AMERICAN MISSION, 

Ma1·din, Tnrlcey in Asia, Septernber 25, 1893. 
DEAR SIR: Some three weeks ago a telegram came from ;von addressed to l\11. 

Gates, inquiring whether any cne had yet ueen punished for the outrage upon Miss 
Melton. Mr. Gates -vas away at the tjme~ auu D1,·. Tb.om re_peated t,he telegram tu 

i' ~ - -41 
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Mr. McE>owell's agent in Mosul, who replied: "The suspected parties are in prison. 
Will inform you by post." Since that time two posts from Mosul have passed, bnt 
neither has brought us anything from Mr. McDowell or his agent. Three days ago 
I saw a young man who had just come from Mosnl. He could not give me any very 
definite info:rmation, but thought the principal men of Amadia who had been in 
prison had been released and 20 others imprisoned. Our last letters from Mr. 
McDowell expressed fears, apparently well grounded, that the 1mblic prosecutor 
had been bribed and was doing all he could to block proceedings. The vali, how­
ever, was standing firm and doing all he could to press matters. 

We have reason to fear correspondence has been intercepted, and perhaps Dr. 
Thorn's telegram to you, repeating the telegram of Mr. McDowell's agent given 
above, as (the second day after it was sent) the chief of police of this city waited upon 
Dr. Thorn with the salaams* of the mutessarif, and a copy of the telegram which 
had been sent back to the mutessarif by the vali at Diarbekir with a request to 
know what that Thom was telegraphing about~ We should be glad to know that 
the telegram reached yQn. As for the failure to receive anything by the post from 
Mosul these past two weeks, it has happened before now that letters have been car­
ried by, and two or three weeks later have come back to us with the post from 
above. This may be the case now, and then again it may not. Where duplicity is 
the rule rather than the exception, we are not to be surprised at anything. 

I have written Mr. McDowell urging the importance of keeping you fnlly informed 
of the progress of the case. I suppose he will soon be returning to Mosul with his 
family, and in any case letters or telegrams addressed to him at Mosul will be 
promptly delivered to him, unless intercepted by the authorities. 

In conclusion, allow me to express the very great gratification we all feel at the 
vigorous manner in which you are carrying on the case. In view of taunts some­
times thrown at us that our Government cares nothing for us, it quickens our 
national pride and makes us feel that indeed we are citizens of no mean count.ry. 

Very sincerely, etc., 
WILUS E. DEWEY. 

(Incl~snre 2 in No. 78.] 

M1·. McDowell to Mr. Terrell. 

Al\IADIA KOORDISTAN, 
SeptembeT 18, 1893. 

DEAR SIR: Our business in the government at Mosul, I am sorry to say, is being 
unnecessarily delayed. 

There are certain parties here against whom there is strong suspicion that they 
were implicated in the affair, and among them those who actually assaulted Miss 
Melton. There is the same evidence against one of them that there is agai:r.st those 
in prison, and the others are their tools, whom they have o~ten useu in such lmsi­
ness. All of these men, at every a"]_)proach of officers from Mosul, flee to the moun­
tains and remain in biding until they leave. 

The first referred to is now under arrest for attempting to suborn a witness by 
offers of money and threats against his life to testify that the guilty parties were 
two certain Syrians and certain Koords of another district, who by force compelled 
him to guide them to Miss Melton's tent. This man fled to me for protection on last 
Sunday, as several Koords, including the one abwre mentioned, had gone down to 
his village to kill him. On Snnday and on Monday they made attempts to get him 
out of my yard. Yesterday we went before the kaimakan and made a statement in 
effect as al1ove, and these parties were arrested. They iucluue brothers of three of 
the prisoners in Mosul, and a servant of one of them. 

It is to be supposed that this piece of business was done without consulting their 
friends in Mosul, as they themselves in M:osul are producing evidence putting the 
responsibility upon entirely different parties and from another district. 

We now have two witnesses, one a Koord, the other a Syrian, who have testified 
before the government that these parties have offered bribes to give false testi­
mony in order to clear themselves. Of more importance is their effort to bribe the 
vali of Mosul, which, I fear from the reports which reach me, will be successful. 

The prisoners have written their friends here that they have about fixed their 
business, that they had given a certain sum of money, and that all that was lacking 
was a certain valuable horse here which the vali wanted, aud that as soon as it is deliv­
ered they will be free. This tet>timony is corroborated by the facts that an agent of 
the vali, recently paid a visit to the Sheik who has been active in his efforts to 

* Salaams means compliments. 



TURKEY. 691 

release these men, and that the horse referred to has been taken from its owner and 
sent to Mosul. 

We hear, too, that the prisoners have been removed from prison and placed in com­
fortable quarters, and even have freedom to walk in the city. 

This report, while there is much to substantiate it, may bo exaggerated. I have 
written to the vali about it and also to my agent at Mosnl. _ 

If it is incorrect and the vali is doing his duty, you will receive a telegram to the 
effect that the business is all right. A telegram to the contrary will give you the 
sn bstance of this letter and be its confirmation on its reaching you. 

I Hhould have said that the vali promised to have tho other parties arrested. 
He afterwards saiu he had sent the orders. The kaimakam denied receiving them. 
On asking the vali he said he had sent orders and wonltl send stricter orders. The 
kaimakam denies having received them. I am satisfied that these orders have never 
come. 

There has been a strange reluctance to arrest these parties, who are still at large; 
and much lying has been done by the government, both here and in Mosnl, to aYoid 
arresting them. There is no reason why this business should not be finished speedily. 
This delay is in keeping with the usual policy of this government, to let the case 
drag until they quietly let it drop. 
If these men come back here unpunished all the money they have spent in bribes 

and expenses they '"ill collect ojf of our friends, and sooner or later will undoubtedly 
kill some of them. 

Their friends hen~ say they will certainly kill me, if these men go unpnnishetl. 
I have no doubt but that thc~y will do it if they get the opportunity. If they are 
pnnishecl I have uo fears for myself or our friends here. 

The Koorcls all over this country have heard of this case and now fear our Gov­
ernment, and their chief men are making overtures of friendship. 

If these men are punished it will make all this region comparatively safe for ns, if 
not, this fear and respect for our Government will soon be dissipated. 

We are very thankful to you for the firm attitude you have t,aken in the case. 
I am, etc., 

ED. McDowELL. 

Mr. Terrell to llfr. Gresham. 

No. 79.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED ST.ATES, 
Constantinople, Uctober 12, 1893. (Received October 27.) 

SIR: I inclose for your information a letter from Prof. Edward 
Riggs, -dated from lVJ arsovan September 30, announcing that the last 
of the insurgents had been killed or captured. His information as to 
the conduct of the governor of Amasia (viz, that he was boycotting 
American schools), I will proceed to verify, and when its truth is ascer­
tained will attempt to correct by requesting the removal of the gov­
ernor. 

I have, etc., 

[Inclosure in N o. 79.} 

Mr. Riggs to llb·. Terrell. 

A. w. TERRELL. 

MARSOVAN, TURKEY, 
Septernber 30, 1893. 

YouR ExCELLENCY: I take the liberty of announcing to yon my safe return to my 
station more than a week ago. I found every one here rejoicing oYer the final collapse 
of the insnrrectionary movement in this town. The last of the fugitives here have 
been killed or taken. Our kaimakam (local governor), Bekir Pacha, continues to 
act wisely and justly, but in other places opposition to our school continues. My 
associate, Rev. Mr. Tracy, has written you facts in this regard. We are told that 
the mutesarif (governor) of Amasia has very recently used very strong language 
against our institutions, intimidating those who would send their children here. I 
trust this, and the facts reported to you by Mr. Tracy, may be in clue time set right. 
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I believe the general state of affairs is improved, and we shall hope to get into smooth 
waters when we receive our tirman. \iYe are preparing a Rtatement of t,he property 
here which is to come under the firman, and will forward it to you duly. 

We have t,ried so far as possible to avoid adding to the number of Armenians in 
our teaching force. As at present constituted, our faculty consists of four Ameri­
cans, two Greeks, one German (half Armenian), and one Armenian. 

Any of these facts which you may choose to present to his excellency the grand 
vizier, with my most humble salutations and congratulations, are entirely at your 
service. 

80.] 

I am, etc., 
EDWARD RIGGS. 

]fr. Terrell to J1fr. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Oonstcmtinople, October 12, 1893. (Received October 30.) 

SIR: I have the honor to inform you that I have finally secured the 
promise of this Government to recognjze Garabed Kevorkian, a natur­
alized Armenian, as a citizen of the UniteQ_ States. He was the subjeet 
of your dispatch No. 33 of August 8, 1893. He was naturalized with­
out the consent of the Sultan, long after the Turkish law of 186H, but 
made his declaration of intention to become a citizen of the United States 
before that date. 

The recognition by the Porte of his citizenship, as dating from the · 
time when the "declaration of intention" was filed, has not been 
without difficulty; especially since in this case about ten years was 
permitted to elapse before naturalization. 

2\ir. McLean, correspondiug secretary of the foreign missionary 
society at Cincinnati (a copy of whose letter you inclose me) has 
mauifested an impatience over this case which he would regret if he 
knew how tardy is the course of justice here, and how many things 
involving the prosperity of Christian enterprises in Turkey I would 
have been compelled to postpone, had I made a specialty (as I have for 
the last few days) of Kevorkian's case. This man's civil rights were 
not threatened. He had made a trade and wished himself described 
in the deed as a citizen of the United States. 

I have, etc., 
A. W. TERRELL. 

Mr. Terrell to ..Jir. Gresham. 

No. 81.] LEGA'l'ION oF THE UNITED STATES, 
Oonstctntinoplc, October 14, 18.93. (Received October 30.) 

SIR: My dragoman, Mr. Gargiulo, was appointed and confirmed as 
interpreter for this lega.tion in 1873. He declared his intention to 
become a citizen of the United States before the clerk of the supreme 
court for the District of Columbia on the 24th day of June, 1881. He 
bas been continuously from 1873 to the present time in the employ­
meut of the United States, duly commissioned as interpreter, and liv­
ing at the legation office under tl1e United States flag. He wisbes to 
become a naturalized citizen of the United States. If his corporeal 
presence within the territorial limits of the United States for five years 
be necessary to meet tbe requirements of section 2170 of the Revised 
Statutes of the United States, then he could not eveu now be natur~l· 
ized. · 
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The judicial powers conferred on the minister here must constitute 
llim the judge of a court of record (See Revised Statutes sections 4083, 
40S4, 4085, 4086, 4090, 4103, 4109, 4110, 4125). 

I am requested to inquire whether it is possible so to construe the 
doctrh1e of extra territoriality as that, l\fr. Gargiulo may be regarded 
under section 2170 as having been "within the United States," and 
wltetlter I, as minister here, by virtue of the judicial powers conferred 
011 me, may administer his oath of allegiance, and give him the evi­
denee of his citizenship. 

It should be stated that Mr. Gargiulo came to this post from Wash-· 
ington under instructions from your department after hi~ appointment. 
as interpreter, that he has been thenceforth continuously an officer of 
tlJe United States, residing at the legation office, and performing his 
official duties for twenty years, and could not, without violating his 
offieial duty, have lived five years on anyterritory of the United States 
ontside of the legation office. 

You are aware how the doctrine of extraterritoriality has been 
enlarged in its application to Oriental countries, and you may regard 
the inquiry as a matter of sufficient moment to obtain the opinion of 
the Attorney-General. 

I have, etc., 
A. Y.{. TERRELL. 

Mr. Terrell to Mr. Gresha.rn. 

No. 88.J LEGATION OF 1'TIE UNI1'ED STATES, 
Constantinople, October 21, 1893. (Received November 11.) 

SIR: The naturalized citizen, Redighian, referred to in my dispatch 
No. 72, of September 30, was permitted yesterday, by mutual agree­
ment, to go into the interior, as he desired. lle will, of bis own voli­
tion, return here in thirty days, en route for the United States. He 
returned here to remain, but finds surroundings uncomfortable. 

The man Metzig, referred to in the same dispatch, who was arrested 
at Salonica and taken to the frontier, has not since been heard from. 

In the absence of a response to my telegram which asked for instruc­
tions, I have deemed it most prudent not to press further that ~an's 
case. 

Even if we should admit the right of the Porte to punish our natu­
ralized citizens by expulsion from the country for the offense of ha-ving 
left it without the Sultan's consent, still, if we mean to claim them as 
citizens, our consular courts under treaty stipulations alone have juris· 
diction to try and punish. 

The arrest and expulsion of Metzig from Salonica, while bearing a 
passport from you, and against the protest of our consular agent there, 
done as it was under the direction of the Porte, seemed to me a delib­
erate and wanton disregard. of treaty rights. 

I have, et,c., 
A. W. TERRELL. 
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.JJ[r. Ten·ell to Jltr. Gresltwn. 

[Extract.] 

No. 90.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED 8'l'.A'l'ES, 
Constantinople, October 2.5, 1893. (Received November 11.) 

SIR: Six days have now passed since I visited the Porte aud respect­
fully but firmly reminded both the miuister of foreign affairs aud the 
grand vizier of the promise to issue the irade for the Marsovan school 
"in two or three months," aud that two months had expired. I was 
referred by Said Pasha, minister of foreign affairs, to the grand vizier, 
with the assurance of his desire to see my application granted. Tl1e 
grand vizier expressed the same desire, said that all matters of form 
that might further delay would be waived, and the whole matter closed 
as soon as the Sultan should act. I had sent to the Porte some days 
before a formal note, giving notice that on the 19th October I would 
formally apply for the paper. This, he informed me, he bad delivered 
to the Sultan, and that be would see him again on the matter next day. 
He also requested that I sei1d Gargiulo up to Yilclez palace and have 
Lim request the chief secretary to call the matter to the Sultan's atten­
tion. Two days afterward I was requested to furnish the Porte, for 
the Sultan's information, a statement showing (1) when the school 
was established; (2) the curriculum of study; (3) the names of tl!e 
professors and directors; ( 4) a list of the books used, and one or two 
other things. To avoid mistake I telegraphed at once to Marsovan for 
the information. It has not reached me yet, and I fear that when it 
comes some further excuse for delay will be found, for the Turkish 
ambassador at London, whose recent interview in The World desig­
nated the Marsovau college as a hotbed of sedition, but exp1~esses a 
belief too prevalent among Turks. 

Your dispatch No. 60 of September instructs me that "should the 
Porte evade or repudiate its own solemn voluntary agreement * * * 
it will be time to formulate a demand as of right." 

A favorable solution may be reached before you see this dispatch, 
for I had not failed to impress the Porte with the importance that you 
attach to the observance of its obligation. Should it be otherwise, I will 
telegraph, and make no formal demand without instructions. 

I have, etc., 
A. W. TERRELL. 

[Inclo>~ure in No. 90.) 

Mr. Ten·ell to the Imperial rnin-ist1·y of foreign affairs. 

[Note verbale.] 

The imperial ministry is informed that on the 19th of August last his highness tl1e 
grand vizier was applied to for the :firman for the American college at Marsova.n, in 
pursuance of the conditions on which the claim of the United States for the destruc­
tion of the female branch of that college was so happily settled. 

His highness desired that the issuance of the firman should be delayed for two 
months ou account of the excited condition of feeling among the people of Marsovan. 
Although this legation was surprised at the reason given for uelay, it appealed 
strongly to the sense of justice of a friendly power, all(l the United States bas not 
disapproved of this legation's action in consentiug to the delay. 

This legation is informed by letters from Marsovan that the seditious men there 
who were led by a Russian Armenian have been killed or captured by Government 
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officers. No reason now appearing why the firmn,n should not is!'lne in compliance 
with previous contract, it will be applied for on the 19th day of the present month. 

This ev.idence of th9 confidence of his Imperial Majesty in American citizens must 
tend to strengthen still more the bonds of friendship which unite the two Govern-
moo~ · 

Mr. Terrell to Mr. Gresham. 

[Extract..] 

No. 93.) LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Constantinople, October 2'7, 1893. (Heceived November 11.) 

SrR: I inclose copies of two letters recently received from the Hev. 
E. "\V. l\fcDowell, who bas charge, I believe, of the missionary school 
at Mosul. 

These letters, like others whjch I did not think proper to forward, 
are chiefly remarkable for their failure to disclose any legal evidence 
t)1at will fix guilt for the offense of assaulting Miss l\felton on any par­
ticular individual. 

I Iu1ve secured the arrest of the officials in Amadia, their removal, 
with that of all witnesses, to Mosul, four days' journey, the appoint­
ment of a new governor se11t from this city with instructions to "pun­
ish the guilty," and stil1, when the parties complaining do not know 
who the guilty 11arties are, I can not indulge much hope that punish­
ment will be inflicted. 

In this connection I may with propriety state that the instances in 
which a Turk bas been punished under judicial process, except by 
imprisonment, for killing a Christian are extremely rare, even when 
the proof of malice is positive. 

I have, etc., 
A. W. TERRELL. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 93.] 

M1'. McDowell to Mr. Terrell. 

[Extract.] 

MosuL, Octobe1· 3, 1893. 
DEAR SIR: I beg leave to inform you that I brought my family back to Mosullast 

week. Miss Melton returned a few days before. 
Your letter of September 5 I found waiting me here. In lJehalf of ourselves I 

thank you most cordially for the warm interest you manifest for ns and our work 
and also for your valuable services in onr behalf. 

I already testified to their value to us and our appreciation of them, but I have 
reason to fear thn,t the letter with perhaps others has been lost. 

I think it is not too much to say that your prompt action by which Mosul soldiers 
were sent out so qni.ckly to our relief saved us from a much greater disaster. 

Our own observations and personal testimony of residents of Amadia go to show 
that our expulsion from the place had becu determined upon before we came. The 
attack upon Miss Melton was for that purpose. Had we not gone and had no notice 
been taken of tlie assault, something more serious would have been done. As it 
was, for a few days before the soldiers appeared, the situation had grown critical. 
People were becoming more and more insolent, and the government not only more 
indifferent but hostile. 

Personally I feel that I owe you very much when I think of what might have 
happened to my wife and little ones. 

I perhaps ought to explain that at the time of the occurrence I was not sure that 
yon had arrived in Constantinople; and knowing, too, how slowly this Government 
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responds as a rule, I thought best, iu view of the seriousness of the case, to write to 
our board at New York asking them to inform our home Government of the facts to 
secure some action. 

I regret any departure on 01ar part from the proper method of procedure which 
our recent experience shows to have been necessary. 

Your positwn, I am aware, is a difficult one, and no doubt is often complicated 
by the imprudence of others. I think our policy here agrees with the suggestions 
you make, and I shall endeavor to adhere closely to it. 

We take special pains to teach not only submission to the Government in general, 
but teach and persuade to honest dealing with the Government as regards taxes. 
As you may be aware, it is common in this country for the people to give false 
returns to the Government in general as to the numbers of their sheep or persons in 
their household or to reduce their taxes by bribing a local officer. 

We not only teach that this is wrong, but persuade them to give true returns and 
to avoid bribing. Many of onr people-increasingly more every day-follow this 
rule, although it greatly increases their taxes and Protestants are acquiring accord-
ingly a repnfation for honesty above that of other sects. , 

There are two factors which enter into our relations with the people and Govern­
ment, a knowledge of which will, I think, be of assistance to you in understanding 
our situation. 

The first is the relation between our monutain Syrians and their Koordish neigh­
bors. For centuries the Christian tribes, with a few exceptions, have been subject 
to the Koords in some places, their condition being practically that of slavery. 
To-day there are places in the monntains where Syrians are bought and sold. These 
op1wessions have been increasing of late years. Formerly they were nuder one or 
two aghas, who, while they took from them, protected them from the lesser ones, anll 
left enough for their own substance. Since the entrance of the General Government 
here the power of the grf>at aghas Las been broken, and any great man is free to 
take what he ca11 from his weaker neighbor. Our presence and work in the moun­
tainH tend to check this, and the revenue of many influential Koords is being less­
ened thereby. You can readily see that, try as we may to create and foster friend­
ship with these men, unless we in some way make good this loss we can not but 
meet with hostili-ty in some quarters; cmnbined with this is race and religious preju­
dice which materially opposes any elevation of the subject race. 

A wholesome fear of our Government is the onlyeffectiveprevention to manifesta­
tions of this hostility, and knowing the Koords as I do, and their attitude towaru 
us since the Amadians have been imprisoned, bear me out iu the opinion. I am sure 
that the punishment of Miss Melton's assailants is going to have great influence in 
not only preveating acts of violence but in inducing the friendship of many of the 
mote influential Koords, which will assure our safety within the circle of their 
influence. 

I have recently received overtures for friendship from a powerful agha with the 
voluntary promise that be would protect the Christia.ns in his territory. 

Of course there is a danger he1·e for both the missionary and the people, i. e., 
Christians, in the abuse of such influence, whick we shall try to guard against. 

I have, etc., 
ED. McDoWELL. 

[Inclosme 2 in No. 93.) 

Mr. McDowell to Mr. Terrell. 

MosuL, Octobe1· 5, 1893. 
DEAR Sm: Before I left Ama(1ia, about two weeks ago, such disconmging reports 

reached us of our case here to tbe effect tha,t a heavy bribe had been given to the 
vali, who hacl assigned the prisoners comfortable qnarters and would release them 
on the receipt of a certain fine horse, I verified the facts that the vali's private 
agent was visiting the friends of the· accused in the neighborhood of Amadia; that 
the horse in question had been sent to Mosu], and that the prisoners had been 
removed to comfortable quarters as I understanll, not in the jail proper. 

I wrote you the facts so far as I know them and I had a telegram sent from Mosul. 
An answer came back on the following day showing, it seems to me, conclusively the 
desire of the government of Stamboul to meet your desires in the case. It was 
strongly worded and probably prevented their release. 

I also wrote yon that the brothers of three of the prisoners, together with two of 
their servants, tried to induce a certain Syrian by means of bribes and threats to 
confess that he, together with two other Syrians and some Koords, had done the 
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dcetl. lie refusot~ and went to his village, whither tl1ey followed him. Fearing 
that they were going to killllim, as they had threatene<l, he tied to me for prot~c­
tion, informing me of lhcir proposals. My ~:;ervants can testify that they tried twlCe 
to get him ont of my premises. Tho young man made affidavit of the same before 
the government in Amaclia, and the parties were arrested but released at once on 
bail. I have brongbt the young man to Mosnl and protect him. 

On my arrival in Mosul I called upon the vali, bnt the interview was very unsat­
isfnctory, so much so that I tbong!Jt best to telegraph you, which I did Monday, the 
2d instant, as follows: 

"Vali says he has been removed and bas turned our business over to the kaima­
kan. Onr case is very, very cold. No further arrests have been made, and those 
under arrest say they will be released. This delay is unnecessary and dangerous. 
Have written particulars. We are in Mosul. Answer telegram received." 

The circmustanccs which seemed to call for such action are as follows: 
The vali on thl'ee different occasions assured me that he had sent orders to the · 

kaimakan for the arrest of other parties thought to be concerned. The kaimakan 
stoutly denied having any such orders. 

Indications that the vali had taken a bribe. While here in August the Yali's 
private servant informed my agent that he, the servant, had been offered a large 
bribe by those men anu that he had refused it. In Amadia a few weeks ago the 
:fi·iends of the prisoners uecame quite jubilant. Through a Koord I learned that 
the prisoners had sent them word that they had succeeded in "fixing the vali ;" 
that they had given him a certain sum of money received 6f Reschid Bey, mim of 
Bermer, and that all that was lacking was a certain fine horse owned by a brother­
in-law of one of the prisoners; that aheady they bad ueen removed to comfortable 
quarters, where they were allowed to receive their friends, and that on the receipt 
of the horse they would be free. Their friends spread. the report that they were 
coming, and would collect all the m~ney they bad spent from the people, meaning 
Syrians. 

I verifietl the fact that the vali's man had gone to Reschid Bey and to the sbeick 
of Hanmer, both close friends of the prisoners, and that the horse in question had 
gone to Mosul; also that the prisoners were given comfortable quarters, etc. 

In my interviews with tlle vali I alluded to the reports circulated by the men in 
Amadia. He tlenied having taken any bribe or having any intention of releasing 
the prisoners. He on one occasion acknowledged that he had taken something from 
them for the favor of giving them more comfortable quarters. He explained tlw 
presence of his man with Reschid Bey by saying he had sent him to have Rescbid Bey, 
who is a mira., arrest certain parties against whom the prisoners had made informa­
tion as being the guilty parties. "Why had he not sent to the kaimakan f" "Be­
cause the prisoners said if be should send to the kaimakan the men would hear of 
it and flee." In explanation as to the horse he said he had bought the horse and 
paid £35 for it. I was told iu Amadia that the horse was valued at £100. The 
family is very wealthy and it is not improbable that they should own such a horse. 
But I have the word of only a few men as to the price. It is probably exaggerated 
some. Bnt the fact remains acknowledged by the vali to me that he bought that 
horse from the brother-in-law of one of the prisoners. This with the other circum­
stances is sufficient to make it probable that he received something through the 
transaction even if he did pay £35, and this is doubtful. 

In reference to the business with RescbiLl Bey, the prisoners gave the names of 
two Koords as the guilty parties. How they knew or why they had not given the 
information sooner does not appear. They asked that the arrest be made through 
the mira i. e., Rescbid Bey, instead of through the kaimakan. Reschid Bey reports 
that the men have fled into Tiary, a tribe of wild and independent Syrians, where a 
force of five hundred men could not arrest them. 

As I wrote you once before, a soldier gave testimony which threw the blame upon 
certain other Koords (who were out of reach), and exculpated the Amadians. When 
examined by the kaimakan he acknowledged before witnesses that be bad been 
bdbcd by these men (the prisoners) to give this testimony. Besides his confession 
I have indirect confirmatory evidence. I have just told you of the more recent 
attempt to suborn another witness and of the arrest of the parties concerned. 

Tuis, in the light of all the circumstances, looks to me like a similar attempt. 
Another bad symptom is that the vali seems utterly indifferent and says that he 

has nothing more to do with it, that he has turned the business over to the kaima­
kan. 

He also intimated that tho prisoners might be released on bail, but that if they 
were it ·was the business of the lmimakan. 

In reference to this miglis we very much fear that the majority of its membert 
have been 11 fixed'' by tho prisoner». 

Tl1e members of this miglis are the Coyz~r, the Mndir , Ulamum, and. otbcr3. 
In Amadia it was the general report. that this miglis \H;l'0 espousing the cause of 

these men, ha.ving Leon giveu bribes. · 
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In August, when I was here, the va1i complained to me about this miglis that 
they were hindering him in this case. He said plainly Rome of them had been bribed 
amt that their purpose was to demand that the case be submitted to them, which is 
tlH~ ordinary method of procedure, in which ca.Bc the accusers of those under <.Lrrest 
wonlcl be called upon to give proof to substantiate their charges in failure of which, 
( w llich with them would be a foregone conclusion), the prisoners would go free, and 
if the law should be carried out we would be responsible for all the expen~es incurred 
by the defendants and damages. 

This informa,tion reached me not only through the vali-who as you know fer­
warded positive proof of the corruption of some of the rniglis and secured the 
removal of the mudir ulamnn-but also through a prominent, mussulman wlw 1vas in 
a position to know. Now that the Yali has surrenuered to them their conduct has 
bc<·n such as to confirm the above suspicions. 

A few clfl.y8 before my return the goYernment sent a blank to Miss Melton asking 
l1er to sign her name to it. Not knowing what it was she refused. She was pressed 
to sign it and was told that the Government in Stambonl was anxious about her and 
had sent an inquiry asking as to her whereabouts; this paper was simply a state­
ment to this effect, etc. She again refused, but on being urged somewhat impa­
tiently and, I am sorry to say, the paper being presented by our own agent, who 
hnu been either hoodwinked or corrupted, and vouched for by him, she wrote on it, 
"I am at present in Mosnl, September 23, 1893." 

Immediately on my arrival at Mosul, a zaptieh, who ba,d been sent by the vali 
as escort to Mosul, on receiving llis peskesll from me, handed me a slip of pa,per anu 
asked me to sign it. I asked him what it was. He mumbled sometl1ing a,bont my 
safety, as I understood it a voucher that we l.Ja,d reached Mosul safely, thus releas­
ing the Government or him from responsibility. I refused to sign it, not know­
ing clearly what it was. He insisted quite strongly, making remarks the purport of 
which was that it was only a small matter. I put it in my pocket, telling him I 
would rea,d it first. 

Miss Melton then told me of her paper. My suspicions were roused and I had 
them rea,d. They were both summonses before the Government to appear on a cer­
tain day a,nd hour a,gainst the men under arrest, charging us that in case of failnrc 
to do so we would be taken by force and fine, etc., inflicted. The paper was pre­
sented to Miss Melton several days after the elate set in the summons, until it was 
presented to me more than a week after. 

La,ter on the same day an official presented himself and again demanded that I 
sign that paper. I positively refused to do so. The next day as I entered the court­
yanl of the Government building on my way to the vali's the paper was again pre­
sented to me with stillmore persistence. Later I learned that the mudir ulamnm 
(who was supposed to have been removed) went to the vali and complained 
aga,inst me for not sig1.1ing it. 

I ca,lled the attenti;m of the vali to the matter and asked him why he had sent 
such a, paper to Miss Melton. He at first denied it very shortly. But my a,gent who 
was present reminded him that he had given it to him for Miss Melton. "So, I 
dit1," he said, "but it was given to me by the makrnuna." He assured me it was 
only a form and that they had no intention of bringing her before the court; that 
they would send an officer to her to take her t6stimony, etc. I informed him that 
as American subjects such processes conld not be served upon us in that way. He 
replied that they could be and that it was common in Stmnbonl. I send you a 
duplicate of the paper signed by Miss Melton. Their design is not difficult to see. 

I have not yet signed the paper and shall not do so. 
Again a few days since we were informed by a friend who is in the government 

that the ma,kmuna were going to bring up our case, and tbat the brother of the 
patriarch ha,d been made mnstontok pro te'rnpo1·e for the occasion. The official 
mustontok is here, but for some reason the brother of the patl·iarch answers their 
purpose better. 

This mornin·g the brother of the patriarch ca,lled, accompanied by a scribe. He 
said he wished to get wha,t informa,tion Miss Melton could give that they might see 
if those under a,rrest were the guilty parties or if they should seck for otl10rs. 

We refused to accept him as the proper official. He said he was a member of the 
miglis and ha,d been appointed to take her testimony, because it was contmry to cus­
tom for the mnstontok to take testimony except in the regula,r place. 

There ensued considerable talk, and he went away dissatisfied. I informed him 
that I would call personally on the cazza, and talk the matter over with him. 

While I have no positive proof, I am perfectly satisfied that the cazza has been 
l1ribed. 

In reference to the mudir nlaman, both the vali and mustontok: (p1·o trmpore) say 
he has been relieved from uuty in this case, and that some one else has been appointed 
in his place. It is evident that he is still active, at1 he sent the summons. to lll6 

ancl complained against me to the va,li for not signing it. 
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Another circumstance in which you will be personally interested .. Your letter, 
written September 5, was opened before it reached me. I inclose yon the envelope. 
You will see that it was done by hand. 

I took it to the chief of postal service, who denied all knowledge of it ancl inso­
lently suggested that it ·was done by my servant or by myself. And again said per­
haps it was done in Stamboul, ''as they open suspicious letters there." 

The letter, along with the rest of our mail, was taken ont of the office by a yonng 
man of our congregation-a Saotze. The family is lmowu by the missiouarics in 
Constantinople, in whom we haYe absolute confidence, and who could have no rea­
son whatever for opening tbe letter. 

He gave the mail to Miss Melton's servant, who brought it to her. He, too, is of 
such a character that there could be no reason for his doing so. 

The letter was taken from the office the 26th, twenty-one clays after date of letter. 
It is j nst possible that the letter lay in the office a week. 

I am nuder the impression, too, that all my letters to yon have not reached you. 
At the beginning of the case I wrote you almost weekly. 

Some of our letters to mndir were on the road a long time, and one letter, if not 
more, failed to reach its destination. 

Most, if not all, my letters to you were registered. I shall look up the receipts. 
Five othe1· arrests have just been made and tbe men are here in Mosnl. They are 

the brothers of those of the prisoners and two of their servants. The arrest was made 
not on the main charge, but on the effort to suborn witnesses, as I have related. 

I called on the cazza to-c1ay, 6th. He assures me that they are acting in a legal 
way and wish to apprcheml the guilty parties. In spite of his protestations the cir­
cumstances are sucb, I am sure you will a,gree with me, as to give us goott ground 
for suspicion that all is not right, and that in some way they propose to defeat the 
ends of justice. 

I am, etc., 
ED. McDoWELL. 

JJir. Gresham to Mr. Terrell. 

[Telegram.] 

DEPARTMJ~NT OF STATE, 
Washington, October 27, 1893. 

Mr. Gresham recognizes as an attribute of sovereignty the right of 
Turkey to exclude aliens, and to deport or expel undesirable classes or 
individuals; the absence of a treaty of naturalization makes it impos­
sible to insist that the naturalization of Armenians in the United States 
shall be respected by tbat Government. He instructs Mr. Terrell to 
use his best efforts for the relief of arrested persons without losing sight 
of the foregoing. 

Mr. Terrell to Mr. Gresham. 

[Extract.] 

No. 94.] l.1EGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Constantinople, October 28, 1893. (Received November 13.) 

SIR: I inclose copy of your telegram of the 27th instant, in response 
to my telegrams of the 2d, 5th, and 11th instants, regarding the arrest 
and imprisonment of Paul D. Redighian, a. naturalized citizen of the 
United States, of Turkish origin. 

In demanding the release and surrender of the man to me, I acted 
under the authority of instructions from Mr. Bayard to my predecessor 
on the 28th November, 1885. 

The contention at the Porte has been it.s claim of right to treat as 
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Turkish subjects tlu~se Turks who have been uaturalized in the United 
States since 1869 without consent of the Ottoman Go\·ernment. 

Under the authority oftlle instructions to this leg·ation above referred 
to, I could not do otherwise than regard the man ReLlighian as the 
equal of any native-born American citizen. 

So regarding him, I could 110t do otherwise under the fourth article 
of the treaty with the Ottoman Porte of 1830, than claim for myself 
and the co11sul here the exclusive rigLt to arrest and try him, and to deny 
utterly their rigLt to imprison Lim if he had committed an offense. 

While recognizing tmder the instruction of your telegram the right of 
the Porte to exclude returning Turks, I deem it necessaey, in the inter­
est of humanity, without waiting for instructions, to secure, if possible, 
the issuance of an order by the grand vizier to his subordinates, exempt­
ing our naturalized citizens from arrest unless they refuse to depart 
and requiring them in all cases to report the presence of undesirable 
citizens of the United States to the nearest consul or consular agent. 

Of course, it will be difficult to formulate any rule tbat may apply to 
all cases; cases of great individualllardship will certainly occur. 

I have, etc., 
A. W. TERRELL. 

llfr. Gresham to Mr. Terrell. 

No. 79.] DEP.ART~IEN'l' OF STATE, 
lVashington, October 31, 1893. 

SIR: I have received your No. 78, of 11th instant, and the copies 
therewith of letters from l\Ir. Dewey at J\1:ardin and Mr. McDowell at 
Amadia, Koordistan, expressing apprehensions of the escape from pun­
ishment of the assailants of Miss Melton, and consequent results. 

It is confidently believed that the vizierial letter granted in favor of 
these American citizens iu Koorclistan will be effectively observed, and 
that tile power of the Porte will be in good faith exerted in fulfillment 
of its assurances given, so that the apprehensions which :!VIr. McDowen 
and llis associates express for their personal security may be dispelled. 

I am, etc., 

No. 80.] 

W. Q. GRESHAM. 

lJir. Gresham to Mr. Tarell. 

DEPARTMENT OF ST A'rE, 
Washington, October 31, 1893. 

SIR: I inclose a copy of a letter of Mr. Judson Smith, of the Ameri­
cau Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, expressing the appre­
ciation with which the board regards your efforts on behalf of the 
college at Marsovau. 

I am, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 
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Mr. Smith to M1'. G1·esham. 

AMETIICAN BOAHD OF COl\lMISSIONEl~S I~OR FOREIGN 1\IISSTONS, 
Boston, Mass., October 26, 1893. (Received OctolJcr 27.) 

SIR: I have great pleasure in acknowledging recent communications from the 
Department of Sta.te, the first dated September 25, the second October 18, both bear­
ing upon affairs connected with the college at 1\farsovan. 
lt is very gratifying to learn with what energy and tact Judge Terrell bas prose­

cuted the ncgotia.tions touchiHg this matter and the good success which has attended 
his efforts tlms far. The transfer of 1he title to the property at Marsovan to the 
missionaries is a very important step, and the issuance of the permit for the erection 
of the new school building is a still further assurance that the Turkish Government 
is intending to fulflll all its pledges. 

The contents of the later communication, in which quotations are given from 
Judge Terrell's communication uo the Department of State relative to this matter, 
are noted with special interest. Never for a moment have we supposed that Judge 
Terrell was not laboring under ' very great difficulties to secure the right resnlt. 
Long experience with the Turkish Government has, perhaps, made us unduly appre­
hensive of delay in the fulfillment of pledges. But we have not questioned the 
purpose of our Government to maintain its own tlignity and the interests of its citi­
zens resident in the Tnrkish Empire, or the fidelity with which Judge Terrell has 
discharged his duties at the Porte. It gives me gre2.t pleasure to express the gratifi­
cation which is felt, not alone by myself, but by all who are officially connected 
with the board, at the course thus far pursued by our Government in relation to tb is 
affair in Turkey. We cherish an assured confidence that this matter will continue 
to receive the attention of the Government till the desired end is reached. 

The time which has been named to Judge Terrell for the issuance of the firman 
is now passed, and we hope soon to learn that his efforts in securing the fulfillment 
of this last and most jmportant of the pledges of the Porte to our Government have 
been crowned with success. I shall take it as a special favor if you will advise me 
at the earliest date of tiuings to this effect which have come to the Department of 
State from Constantinople. 

I am, etc., 

No. 82.1 

JUDSON SMITH, 

JJ[r. Gresham to Mr. '.Terrell. 

DEP A.RTMENT OF STATE, 
Wctshington, November 2, 18[J3. 

SIR: I have received your No. 81, of 12th ultimo, in which you 
inquire whether Mr. Gargiulo, who for the last twenty years has 
been living at the U. S. legation as its duly commissio11ed interpr~ter, 
may, by the doctrine of extraterritoriality, be cousidered to have been 
within the United States during that period, aud whether the minister, 
by virtue of the judicial powers conferred on our ministers to Turkey, 
is judge of stwh a court as may naturalize him. You say that he 
declared his intention to l>ecome a citizen of the United States before 
the clerk of the supreme court of the District of Columbia in1881. 

Section 2165 of the Revilsed Statutes is explicit 1n requiring the 
application for admission to citizenship to be made before a circuit or 
district court of the United States or a district or a supreme court of 
the Territories or a court of record of any of the States. 

Notwitllstanding the jndicial powers conferred on some of our min­
isters abroad, it is plain that they are not within any of tlle cleserip­
tions of courts above mentioned, nor is it possible to consider Mr. Gar­
giulo as having been constructively in this country during the past 
f]ve years merely because he has been in the employment of this Gov­
ernment in Turkey during that time. The fiction of extraterritoriality 
c~n nQt be c~rried to this extentq 
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Mr. Gnrgiulo can4bot, therefore, be a(lmitted by you to citizenship. I 
observe, in further reply, that I do not deem iv necessary to take the 
Attorney-General's opinion on this point. 

I am, etc., 
vV. Q. GRESHAM. 

]Lr. Adee to Mr. Terrell. 

No. 86.] DEP AR'l'~1ENT OF S'l'ATE. 
·w askington, N oventber 8, 1893. 

SIR: Referring to your No. 80, of 12th ultimo, I have to say that I 
made known to Mr. McLean, of Cincinnati, secretary of the Forejgn 
Christian Missionary Society, the success of your application on behalf 
of G. Kevorkian, and have now received a letter from that gentleman 
expressing great satisfaction with the result of your effort for Kevor­
kian's recoguition as an American citizen. 

I am, etc., 
ALVEY A. ADEE, 

Acting Secretary. 

Mr. Ten-ell to Mr. Gresham. 
[Extract.] 

No. 101.] LEGATION OF 'l'HE UNITED STA'l'ES, 
Constantinople, No·vembeJ· 8, 1893. (Received November 24.) 

SIR: I have the honor to inform yon that a vizierial order which five 
years ago prohibited women from practiciug as licensed physicians has 
been relaxed in the case of [Miss] Dr. Mary Pierson Eddy, and permis­
sion has been granted her to appear before the board of examining 
physicians for examination. 

I have taken special interest in Dr. Eddy's case, both on account of 
tlle special instruction from your Department and her high character 
and attainments, which render her a fit representative abroad of Ameri­
can womanlwod. 

I took her diplomas (sent me by 1\ir. Adee) to the Porte and left them 
with the grand vizier for three ·weeks. He at first gave rue no reason 
to hope for success, but I fixed his attention by announcing that you 
had instructed me to assist Dr. Eddy and by declaring my opinion that 
she was able to examine his examining board. 

Not only is Dr. Eddy admitted to examination, but the grand vizier 
informs me that his vizierial order is prepared w bich removes the 
prohibition in favor of all women who are duly qualified to practice 
medicine. 

I have, etc., 
A. w. TERRELL. 

Mr. Ten·ell to llfr. Gresham. 

[ Telegram.-Extract.] 

LEGATION OF 'l'HE UNITED STATES, 
Constantinople, November 15, 1893. (Received November 15.) 

1\fr. Terrell reports that the Turkish Government will relinquish the 
right of imprisoning returning Turkish subjects naturalized in the 
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United States without the consent of the Sultan since 1869 and will 
confine the assertion of its rights to expel undesirable persons or classes 
of American citizens to such subjects. · 

]}[r. Gresham to Mr. Terrell. 

[Telegram.] 

DEPARTMENT OF S'rATE, 
Wctshington, November 18, 1893. 

Mr. Gresham acknowledges receipt of l\1r. Terrell's telegram of the 
15th, instructs him to protest against punishment of Armeniaus who 
bave become citizens of the United States as criminals, as well as 
against their bei11g imprisoned on any ground for too long a time, 
althougll admitting that the Porte has the right to expel them and, 
incidentally, to arrest them for the purpose of expulsion. 

llfr. Terrell to Mr. Gresham. 

No. 107.] LEGATION OF TilE UNri.'ED STATES, 
Constantinople, November 18,1893. (Received December 9.) 

SIR: I have the honor to inform you of the action recently agreed upon 
at the Porte affecting Armenians who return to the Ottoman Empire 
from the United States. They had surrendered them when I demanded 
it, but continued to arrest, and for those arrested in the interior, remote 
from a consul or a consular agent, the prospect was gloomy. I found 
that the Porte was inflexible in the belief that they had the right to 
exclude returning Armenians who had emigrated without permission; 
though they \\ould be surrendered on my demand, the al'rests would 
continue, and this continued attrition must soon impah' my capacity to 
exert influence for other interests. 

Acting under your telegram of October 27, I made a virtue of neces­
sity in a conversation with his excelleney Said Pasha, the substance of 
which is inclosN1 and in which it was agreed that arrests slwuld cease 
of the class of lL --:11 above referred to, and that they should, on return­
ing to Turkey, be permitted to laud and be allowed a limited stay before 
returning. Also, that naturalized citizens of the United State8, 
11atives of the Ottoman Empire, slwuld only be restrained of their 
freedom when tlley refused to depart on returning here hereafter, and 
then not as a punishment, but to secure their departure. 

I think J·ou will agree with me after reading the inclosure that I 
reconciled in a proper manner the concession agreed on with my 
dewaiHl successfully made at first for the unconditional release of 
naturalized citizens of the United States. 

Unless some sort of notice can be given in the United States to the 
thousands of former subjects of Turkey now there, many will still return 
and suffer in the dungeons of the interior after eluding the vigilance 
of the frontier police. 

I llave, etc., 
A. w. TERRELL, 
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[Inclosure in No. 107.] 

Memorandum of conve1·sctHons 1cith his excellency Said Pa8lw, rninister of foreign affairs, 
and ·with his highness Djvad, g1·and vizier. 

On the afternoon of November 14 I visited the Porte and said to his excellency 
Said Pasha: "I have complained here so often that I take pleasure in proposing to 
your excellency what I think will be agreeable. SometlJingmnst be done to prevent 
this continued attrition here over Armenians naturalized since 1~69, who are now 
returning. I h~tve demanded their release from prison only because yonr officers 
ha,ve disregarded their passports. You claim them as ~Subjects-we claim them as 
citizens. I will (on account of your suspicion that they may be the emissaries of 
revolutionists) concede your r:ight to exclude them, if you will allow thein to remain 
a limited time-say ten days-without imprisonment. Let tllem be t~tken before a 
consul or consular agent of the United States and there notified by your officers 
that they must leave in a time specified. Should they fail to depart from yonr ter­
ritory, tlwu restrain their freedom, not as a punishment, but to secure their depar­
ture." 

His excellency Said Pasha, in answer, said: "I am greatly pleased a.t the proposal 
made by your excellency. This is, indeed, good news, and will prevent all fnture 
trouble." Much more to the same effect he said, and. after telling him that I would 
embody what I had proposed in a memorandum, and send it to him, expecting him 
to state his approval, and expressly to restrict the claim of right to exclude to 
natiYe subjects naturalized since 1869, I visited the grand vizier. 

I said, in substance, to his Highness Djevad, grand vizier, what I have above stated 
as my declaration to Sa.id Pasha. He answered: 

"I am glad to hear you propose that. It was impossible for us to consent that 
those Armenians shonld return. Your statement gives an additional evidence ofthe 
friendly disposition of your Government. A few bad men have made all this trouble 
in Asia Minor. Only a short time ago the Armenian hamals yon see here would leave 
their wives and children in the care of their Mohammedan neighbors when they came 
to Constantinople to seek work; now all is changed. Sedition bas started enmity 
between the races/' 

I also ca.lled his attention to the fact that this concession of the right to exclude 
men bearing our passpOl'ts was limited to those who were natives of the Ottoman 
Empire who had recently returned or who might hereafter come. 

On the 15th I sent to the Porte a brief statement of the conditions on which the 
right to exclude our naturalized citizens would be limited, for inspection-not signed, 
and to be IJrought back by my dragoman. It has not been answered, as I desired, by 
heing approvecl and incorporated in a note. 

No. 92.] 

JJfr. Uhl to Mr. Terrell. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
TVashin.r;ton, November 21, 1893. 

SIR: I have received your telegram of 18t.ll instant, stating that" the 
order of the grand vizier prohibiting women to practice medicine has 
been rescinded" on your application, made on behalf of Miss Dr. Eddy. 
I have advised Mr. Fred. Perry Powers accordingly. 

You will take occasion to express the appreciation of this courtesy 
which is felt by tlte Department. 

I am, etc., 
EDWIN F. UHL, 

Acting Secretary. 

Mr. Gresharn to llfr. TeTrell. 
[Extract] 

No. 93.] DEPAR'l'MENT OF STATE, 
TVashington, November 23, 1893. 

SIR: I have received your No. 93, of the 27th ultimo, with copies of 
two letters add~'essed to you by the Rev. E. W. lVIcDowell~ in charge 
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of the missionary school at Mosul. Inciclental1y you remark the diffi­
culty in Sf~curing the punishment of a 1'urk for an injury inflicted upon 
a Christian, and call attention to the apparent lack of evidence to con­
vict the assailants of Miss Melton. 

The Department agrees with you in much that you have said on this 
subject. With regard to your observation that" the parties complain­
ing do not know who the guilty parties are," the circumstances attend­
ing the aRsault upon Miss Melton should be taken into consideration. 
Indeed, little is known with absolute certainty beyond the fact that she 
was attacked, and the evidence in that regard is, as you imply, almost 
wholly circumstantial. But this does not absolve the Turks from 
adopting all possible means to ferret out the ast~aiLants. Their duty in 
this respect is as clear as their obligation to punish them when found. 
1'his Government has a jnst right to expect that the Ottoman Govern­
ment will omit no opportunity to ascertain the guilty person in this 
affair aud, after fixing the responsibility in their case, inflict adequate 
punishment. 

I am, etc., 
W. Q. GRESTIAM. 

Mr. Terrell to Jlfr. Gresham. 

[Telegram.] 

LEGA1'ION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Consta,ntinople, November 25, 1893. (Received November 25.) 

l\1:r. Terrell reports the disap~roval by the Sultan of the verbal 
agreement made with the Sublime Porte that a refusal on the part of 
a naturalized citizen of the United States born in Turkey to leave 
would be the only ground on which such citizen could be imprisoned. 

JJir. Ten·cll to JJfr. Gresham. 

[Extract.] 

No. 114.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Constantinople, November 27, 1893. (Received December 15.) 

SIR: :My telegram of the 25th instant, a copy of which will be found 
in dispatch No. 113, was made necessary bythe interferenceofthe~ul­
tan with my arrangement at the Porte for the humane treatment of 
returning natives of the Ottoman Empire who bear your passports. 

That arrangement being verbal, I attempted ineffectually to have it 
recognized in writing. My last note to hi8 excellenljy Said Pasha will 
be found inclosed, and also the answer of the grand vizier, Djevad, to 
whom I inclosed a copy of that note to Said Paska. 

vVhile awaiting a confirmation of the agreement for humane treat­
ment of returning Armenians, I was advised of the imprisonment of a 
young ·JJative of Marsovan, at Sansoum, for 22 days. He had just 
returned, with a passport as a citizen of the United States, from Chicago. 
On my demand he was released and brought here. 
· A notice conveyed to the Porte that indemnity would be demanded 
for the wanton imprisonment of any man entitled to and bearil'lg a pass­
port would, in my opjnion, prevent much suffering. 

F R--45 

, 
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If your answer to my telegram authorizes notice that indemnity will 
be demanded I will give that notice only after every effort bas been 
used to induce the adoption of a humane policy. 

The absence of a treaty of naturalization, and the great number of 
Armenians in the United States whose return is dreaded, makes my 
position more difficult than that of other representatives here, but I 
am confident that in some way I will solve the trouble, amicably. 

I have, etc., · . 
A. W. TBRRELL. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 114.] 

M1'. 1'C1nll to Saicl Pasha. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Constanti110ple, November 20, 1893. 

YouR :Excm,LENCY: I informed your exceUency on the 14th instant that if the 
Government of his Imperial Majesty could compel your police officers to take l1efore 
a consul or a consular agent of my Government Armenit1ns who return to the Otto­
man Empire with paRsports from the Unite<.l States, and would give them a. few clays' 
rest, my GoYernment would not protest if you expelled the1.1 from the Empire. If 
they refuse to leave, then, and not before, they may be imprisoned, not as a punish­
ment, but to compel their departure. I re<Juestcd your approval of this just arrange­
.ment in writing, and have not received it, though yon ga.Ye it verbally. Both Gov­
ernrnPnts claim authority over that class of men, and the arrangement I proposed 
sc<'ms just until a naturalization treaty can be made. 

This })roposition was made from a respect for the desiTe of the Government of his 
Imperial MajPsty that Armenians retnrni11g from New York should be excluded as a 
suspected class, and it contains nothing that can benefit the Uniterl States. If you 
accept the proposition be pleased to inform me in wrW11g, that I may give corre­
sponding instructions to consulg, and if from any cause the arrangement proposed 
does not now meet your approval be pleaseu to inform me. 

I must insist that the passports of persons returning from America who are claimed 
as subjects of his Imperial Majesty shall be respected. If they refuse to depart after 
the uelay we may agree upon, the consuls will take their passports from them or 
cooperate wHh your 11olice to compel their departure. 

I avail, etc., 
A. W. TERRELL. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 114.-Translation.] 

The Gmnd Vizim· to JJir. Ten·ell. 

OFFICE OF THE GRAND VIZIER, 
Novernbe1· 26, 1893. 

Mr. ENVOY: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, with its inclosure, of 
the letter which ;your oxcelleucy has been plensed to address to me. 

The subject which yon mention is under co11sideration at the council of ministers, 
and I will not fail to comnmuicate the result of our deliberations. 

Please accept, etc., 

No. 101.] 

DJEVAD. 

lJir. Uhl to JJfr. Terrell. 

DEP AR'l'MEN1.' OF S'l'ATE, 
lVashington, Decernber 7, 18.93. 

SIR: Your communications in reference to the arrest by Turkish 
authorities, with a view to their expulsion, of certain native subjects of 
Tqrkey, who, after naturalizatiion bere, have returned to that country, 
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were cluly considered, and you were instructed by cablegram, on the 
27th of October, to exert yourself for their relief, beariug in mind, 110w­
ever, the recognized sovereign right of Turkey to exclude aliens, and to 
expel or deport undesirable persons or classes: 

The right of every government, in the absence of treaty provisions to 
the contrary, as inherent in sovereignty, to exclude or to expel from its 
territory foreign citizens or subjects whose presence is uudesirable, is 
fully recognized by the United States. Our recent legislat-ion requir­
ing the expulsion from our territory of Chinese subjects who Lave not 
provided themselves with certificates of their right to remain here 
having been called in question before the Supreme Court, has given 
occasion for a declaration by that tribunal of the right of every govern­
ment to exclude or expel foreigners from its limits. 

The motive prompting the expulsion of foreigners, or the manner and 
circumstances under which it is aceomplished, may be such as to indi­
cate an unfriendly disposition in the nation wLich expels towards the 
nation whose subjects or citizens are expelled. If, for instance, Turkey 
were to expel an American citizen from her territory simply because of · 
his citizenship, and for no other reason, that could not but be deemed 
an unfriendly act toward us. Nor can the recognition of the dght of 
expulsion be construed as a waiver of our right to intervene in proper 
cases for the protection of our citizens in foreign conutries, even wllere 
tl1ere is no treaty guaranteeing them special privileges. Or, if Turkey 
should punish or expel persons merely because of their naturalization 
in the United States when naturalization in other countries is not 
made the ground of similar treatment, it would be an act of unfriendly 
discl'irniuation against this country. 

The subject of the arrests for the purpose of expulsion to whiciJ. you 
bave referred has been brought to the attention of :Mr. 1\favroyeni, the 
Turkish minister at this capital, from whom I learn that the Imperial 
Government claims to act nuder the sixth artiele of the law relating to 
Ottoman nationality, wLich provides in sulJstance that the Govern­
ment may declare loss of the character of an Ottoman subjeet aga,inst 
any Ottoman who shall have been naturalized in a foreign country, 
or who shall Lave accepted military futJctioHs under a foreign govern­
ment without the authorization of Lis sovereign , and that in sueh case 
the declaration of such loss shall ipso facto operate to deny the right 
to return to the Ottoman Empire of the person who shall have incurred 
it. I am also informed by .1\fr • .1\favroyeui there is and shall be no deten­
tion of these naturalized citizens of the United States beyond such as 
is necessary for their expulsion, and t,hat his excellency Said Pasha 
is iu negotiation with you to reach a just understanding in the prem-

.ises. . · 
It is unnecessary to add that this Government will at all times inter­

vene for the protection of its naturalized citizens in the enjoyment of 
the rights to which they are entitled as such. 

I. am, et<~., 

lJfr. Uhl to 111r. Terrell, 

EDWIN F. UHL, 
Acting Secretary. 

No.103.] D~P.A.R'l'MENT oF STATE, 
Washington, December 12, 1893. 

SIR: I transmit for your information a copy of a letter of the Board of 
Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Church in tlw United States, con-
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veying its thanks for your exertions on behalf of Mary P. Eddy, M.D., 
who recently soug:ht the pri vile~':e of practicing medicine in Turkey; 
and also commenting on, the trial of the assailants of l\fiss ]\felton. 

lam, etc., 

[Inclosure in No. 103.] 

M1·. Gillespie to Mr. G1·esham. 

EDWIN F. UHL, 
Acting Secretary. 

DOATID OF ]<'omnGN MISSIONS OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 
New Y01·k, December 7, 1893. (Received December 9.) 

SIR: It gives me pleasure, in behalf of the Board of Foreign Missions of the Pres­
byterian Church in the United States of America, to convey to you, and also through 
you to Minister Terrell and Mr. Gargiulo, the thanks of the board for the very 
efficient service rendered in securing from the Turkish Government permission for 
our missionary, Mary Pierson Eddy, M. D., to practice as a medical missionary in 
Syria. We can not but regard this as a marked triumph of skillful diplomacy and 
as evidence of the increasing influence of our Government with the Sublime Porte. 

It may not he nr-:1iss for me to advise you further that we are still awaiting, with 
no little anxiety, t.he outcome in the case of the assault on Miss Melton at Amadia. 
Recent letters surprise ns by intimating that the Turkish Government is looking to 
Mr. McDowell, our missionary, to furnish conclusive evidence of the guilt of the 
parties involved. In view of all the facts in the case, this strikes ns as in the highest 
degree preposterous, and as indicating a desire on the part of the Turkish officials 
to shift responsibility. It is well known that all the in formation in possession of 
the missionaries was given promptly at the time and was quite sufficient to lead to 
the arrest and conviction of the guilty parties. Those in position to understand 
Oriental character assure ns that the authorities could easily discover and bring the 
criminals to justice were tl.Jey profoundly in ea.rnest in the matter. The Board of 
Foreign Missions is of opinion that this can not be too much insisted upon by our 
Government. 

The President's reference to the case in his recent message to Congress, as well as 
your own active interest in it, encourage us to hope that the matter will be pressed 
still further on tho Turkish Government till such satisfaction is given as will assure 
the safety of at least those of onr missionaries who are American citizens. 

Again thanking ;you in behalf of the board for your prompt and cordial action in 
the past in matters a1f'ecting the rights and safety of our missionaries, and begging 
you to ta]{e such other steps as yott may deem best in the case of the assailants of 
Miss Melton, so that the lives of American citizens may not be imperiled without 
redress, 

I am, etc., 

No. 107.J 

llfr. Gresham to Jllr. Terrell. 

JNO. GILLESPIE, 
Secreta1·y. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, December 22, 1893. 

SIR: Referring to your telegram of 25th ultimo, of which I append a 
copy, and to instruction No.· 101, of 7th instant, relative to cer­
tain citizens of the United States formerly subjects of the Porte, I 
have to say that the promise not to inflict penal imprisonment ou these 
retnrning naturalized Armenians, nor to subject them to detention save 
such as may be incidentally necessary to their deportation, does not 
rest on your reported oral agreement alone, but is clearly inferable 
from the assurance given in Mavroyeni Bey's note of November 22 
last, that the arrest in the cases which had theretofore arisen had 
been provisional only. An important precedent of fact is thus estab-
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lisbed by the explicit declaration of the Porte through its representa­
tive here, and my acceptance of Mr. Mavroyeni's statement as :fixing 
a rule in such cases was not questimwd by him. 

Copies of Mavroyen.i Bey's note* and of the reply* thereto are 
inclosed for your information and the completion of your record in this 
relation. Acknowledging at the same time the receipt of your dispatch 
No. 114, of 27th ultimo, on the general subject, 

I am, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 

CORRESPONDENCE WITH THE LEGATION OF 'l'URKBY IN 
WASHINGTON. 

Mavroyeni Bey to Mr. Gresham. 

[Translation.] 

IMPERIAL LEGATION OF TURKEY, 
Wctshington Aug'ttst 20, 1893. (Received August 23.) 

MR. SECRETARY OF STA'l'E: I desire to draw your excellency's friendly 
attention to the following considerations which, I am certain, will meet 
your- approval: 

Everybody knows that the greater part of the Armenians who take 
refuge in the United States have for their object to remain therein a 
short time in order to obtain American nationality and thereupon return 
to Tu.rkey, to the end of there engaging in seditious acts against the 
public order and tranquillity of the Empire. 

Assured of this fact, the Government of the Unit.ed States bas from 
the beginning, I must admit, been desirous of strictly couforming to the 
principles of the Monroe doctrine, which it so happily inaugurated, and, 
therefore, I have no doubt that your excellency will be pleased to share 
my view that the case of the Armeuians in question would naturally 
give rise in the Department of State to a situation which would be 
incompatible with that doctrine from the moment that these agitators 
are authorized to become American citizens and to sojourn in the ter­
ritory of the United States. 

In this state of things, however, and inspired solely by a. just senti­
ment of legitimate defense which every independent state has the right 
and the duty to entertain, the Imperial Goven1ment would, in its turn, 
find itself under the imperious necessity of refusing the return to Tur­
key of those Armenians who should claim to have changed their orig­
inal nationality, even in the event of the American authorities having 
granted them passports to visit the Empire. 

I am persuaded that, thanks to the well-known spirit of impartiality 
of your excellency and your profound knowledge of the conditions 
which may impose upon any Government the defense of its legitimate 
authority, yon will be pleased to recognize the justice and good founda­
tion of the considerations which I have bad the honor to set forth in 
all frankness and with an absolute conviction. 

Be pleased to accept, etc., 
M.AVROYENI. 

*}'or these inclosures see corres11ondence -with the Turkish legation at Washing· 
ton. 
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M1-. Greslwm to J11avroyeni Bey. 

DEP ARTMEN'l' OF STATE, 
lVashington, August 24, 18.93. 

Sin.: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 
20th instant, in which yon assert that everybody knows that the 
greater part of tlw Armenians who come to the United States do RO 

for the purpose of speedily acquiring American citizenship and return­
ing forthwith to Turkey to engage in sedition against the peace of the 
Elllpire. You also state that the naturalization of these agitators, and 
their permittcrl. sojourn in the United States are not consistent with 
the principlc8 of the :lYlouroe doctrine, heretofore maiutained by this 
Government, and that the Imperial Government may be constrained to 
object to the return to Turkey of Armenians who llave changed their 
original nationality even when bearing American pal'lsports. 

'l'he .Monroe doctrine simply relates to the freedom of the Rtates south 
of the American Hepublic from European influences antagonistic to the 
United States; and I am unable to see the pertinency of that doctrine to 
the question you suggest. The naturalization law:-; of the United 
States are u11iform in operation, and all aliens who duly comply with 
them arc admitted to the benefits of American citizenship. . 

\Vhile this Government will not sanction any conduct of its citizens 
abroad whereby the peace of a foreign state may be disturbed, I can not 
admit that it would be just for the Porte to debar, as you suggest, a 
class of American citizens from peaceable entrance and sojourn in the 
Turkish Emvire under the guarantees oftreaties,because of the alleged 
wrongdoing of i11dividuals of their race, any more t.han I can adntit 
that the Government of the United. States sbonld withhold the privi­
leges of peaceable SQjourn and lawful naturalization from a large class 
of Turkish subjects. 

Accept, etc., 
vV. Q. GRESHAM. 

Mavroyeni Bey to Jlfr. Gresham. 

[Tr::msbtion.] 

IMPERIAL LEGATION OF TURKEY, 
Washington, August 28, 1893. (Received August 30.) 

l\in. SECRE'rARY oF STA'l'E: I have the honor to acknowledge receipt 
of your note of the 24th instant. 

I am perfectly in accord with you touching the definition of the Mon­
roe doctrine, which yon are pleased to give me. But this doctrine-and 
I hereby again appeal to an American doctrine-is based, I think, on 
the following- general principles, namely that no one should mix himself 
either directly or indirectly in the affairs of others. It also rests upon 
the need of every country's defending its own interests, espeeiaJ1y in 
whit tever concerns the peace and tranquillity of its people when ever those 
interests require it. It is, therefore, in reality of this principle and this 
ueed that I intended to speak in my note of the 20th instant, and I 
cherish the hope that your excellency will be pleased to recognize their 
justice. 

But in order for the 1wesent not to go outside of the question which 
formed the main object of my aforesaid note, I can assure your excel-
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lency anew that the Imperial Government has no animosity against 
any of the races WlliCh make up the vast Ottoman Empire, and that, on 
the contrary, it seeks to satisfy them all within the limits of justice and 
of the general interest. Tlle Armenians, therefore, as a race, are not 
here in question, as your excellency supposes. But they are in ques­
tion as individuals, and my aforesaid note only related to these latter. 

You tell me that all foreigners who conform to the laws of the United 
States in regard to naturalization "are ad:rpitted to share in the bene­
fits of American nationality." But can not the Imperial Government, 
also, for its part, demand that its laws be respected~ Can it regard as 
American citizens those among the Armenians who, without conform­
ing to the Ottoman laws regulating the abandonment of Ottoman 
nationality and solely with a subversive motive, repair to the United 
States in order to fortify themselves behind a foreign influence~ The 
Imperial Government has at aU times had the greatest regard for that 
of the United States. It will not cease to show like regard in future. 
But you must, I think, admit that this amicable policy should con­
stantly remain in harmony with the vital interests of tlw Empire. Now, 
it is a vital interest to maintain peace in our country. If you would 
be pleased to cause translations to be made of the articles in the Arme­
nian journals published in London, in Marseilles, in Athens, and even 
in New York, you would clearly see what are the plans and the desires 
of those among the Armenians who expatriate themselves and who 
seek refuge in the territory of this great Republic. What would the 
Government of the United States itself do if, to give an impossible 
case, a large number of your Indians should think of forming an inde­
pendent and free nation, and if, after having obtained in this or that 
country the legal support they sought, they were to return forthwith 
to the United States and give you trouble~ Would not this Govern­
meut be in the case of legitimate self defense, and would it not act 
accordingly~ Certes, yes. And for this reason the conclusions of my 
note of the 20th instarit appear to me to be logical and necessary. 

Be pleased, etc., 
l\fA. VROYENI. 

lJfr. Gresham to ]Jf, avroyeni Bey. 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, Septem,ber 2, 1893. 

SIR: I ha.ve the honor to acknowledge tbe receipt of your note of the 
28th ultimo, in further relation to the question of the return of natural­
ized Armenians to Turkey, concerning which you addressed 1pe on 
the 20th of August. 

Inasmuch as you state that your reference to the Monroe doctrine 
was not so specific with regard to the doctrine itself as genera1 with 
respect to the principle of non-intervention in the internal affairs of 
another country, upou which you deem the Monroe doctrine itself to 
rest; and inasmuch, also, as my note of the 24th ultimo sufficiently 
states the views of this Government upon the points touched by your 
notes, I limit myself for the present to this courteous acknowledgment 
of your explanations, which I shall duly bear in mind should occ~sion 
arise for discussing these general principles in connection with any spe­
cific case. 

Accept, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 
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Mctvroyen·i Bey to Mr. Gresham. 

[Translation.] 

IMPERIAL LEGATION OF TURKEY, 
Washington, October 26, 1893. (Heceived Octobei· 26.) 

MR. SECRETARY OF STATE: I bad the honor, a few days since, to 
inform your excellency that tbe newspapers published in New York in 
tbe Armenian language, by Armenians, and for Armenians, most of 
whom are naturalized citizens of the United States, always contain arti· 
cles inciting the Armenians who live in Turkey to insurrection. 

You told me in reply that you were not aware of that fact, and that 
you desired to receive proof of it. Inclosed your excellency will find 
the last two numbers of an Armenian paper called the "Haik," which 
appears twice a month in New York, together with a translation of 
certain passages therefrom. A perusal of these passages will give you 
an idea of the views and efforts of the Armenians in this country, the 
majority of whom become naturalized as American citizens for the sole 
purpose of securing the protection of the United States Government 
while entertaining, I repeat, the views set forth in the inclosed extracts. 

I beg your excellency to be pleased to inform me whether you would 
like to receive similar extracts regularly, or whether the extracts now 
sent are sufficient to establish the correctness of the statement which I 
have had the honor to make to you. 

Be pleased, etc., 
MAVROYENI. 

[Inclosure: From the llaik. Octo her 1 1893, No. 18, p. 280 et iWJ.] 

If we were to adopt the principle of Mr. Tcberaz, viz, that of gaining a maximum 
of advantage for the nation with a minimum of loss for the Armenians, it is proba­
ble that we should neither be organized nor able to revolt in dne season. 

It is impossible to keep up military spirit by means of words and articles. ·we 
must begin by disciplining. The b~>st way to arouse a military spirit among young 
Armenians in foreign countries is to give them the military training which is the 
only means of preparing men for the field of battle. 
. . . . We must lose, if necessary, one half of .the nation for the sake of saving 
the other half. 

Page 288: Kxperienoe bas shown that the political reconstrnction of tho nation 
throngh diplomatic action is impossible. Positive and energetic means are needed 
in order to bring about diplomatic intervention. Those means are fire and sword, 
which call for soldiers and money. It is the nation that must furnish them. It 
must establish its center of activity in Russia or the Unitecl States. Just as there 
is an Armeno-Rnssian corps in the East, ready and organized, so must an Armeno­
American corps, equally strong, be raised in the West. 

[From the Huik, October 15, 1893, No.l9, page 303.] 

A people is not aroused in a moment, as an electric lamp is lighted, it is trne. Yet, 
the Eastern question, if it should again come upon the carpet, wonld be agitated for 
two years at least. At first there will be insurrectionary movements followed by 
repression, and, next, war, followed by a Congress of the Great Powers. If the Arme­
nians get ready and make a beginning before the expiration of these two years, they 
may revolt in good time. I approve of the system of Hentchaguin, viz, to organize 
bands at once. When the Eastern question is revived these bands may unite. It 
would be w·en for them to organize as guerrillas, and to cnrry on operations in the 
mountains of Turkey in Asia. That would protect the population of the cities and 
of the rural districts. 
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Mr. Greshctm to Mavroyeni Bey. 

DEP AR'l'l\'lEN'l' OF STATE, 
Wttshington, November 2, 18.93. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of 
the 26th ultimo, with which, in response to an intimation maue by me 
in an interview a few days before that time, you communicate to me 
two numbers of the Haik, a · semimonthly journal printed at New 
York in the Armenian language, with a translation of several extracts 
therefrom, indicating the feelings of Armenians in this country towards 
the Government of Turkey. 

These extracts are sufficient for my present information and I shall 
not trouble you to send me further extracts regularly, as yon kindly 
offered to do. 

Accept, 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 

Mavroyeni Bey to JI!Ir. Gresham. 

[Translation.] 

IMPEIUAL LEGATION OF TURKEY, 
Washington, November 22, 1893. (Received November 23.) 

MR. SECRE'l'ARY OF STATE: Your excellency 'vill doubtless recall 
the interviews which I have had with yon concerning tho arrest of two 
individuals- one at Salonica and the other at Constantinople. In 
response to the telegrams on the subject which I thereupon sent to his 
Excellency Said Pasha, I have just received, this very day, his reply. 
Here it is: 

Article 6 of the Law of the Ottoman Nationality gives to the Imperial 
Government the right to declare loss of the qunlity of an Imperial sub­
ject against any Ottoman subject who shall have been naturalized in 
foreign parts without the authorization of his Sovereign. In this case, 
by the terms of the said article, the loss of the quality of an Ottoman 
subject entails as of full right the interdiction of the return to the Otto­
man Empire of him who may have incurred it. 

On the other hand, it is known that our naturalization convention 
could not hitherto be put in operation on either part, so that we can 
not act at present in respect of such former Ottoman subjects as may 
return to Turkey after having acquired American nationality without 
prior authorization of his Imperial MaJesty the Sultan, except by apply­
ing to them either the 5th article of the law in question, which author­
izes the Imperial authorities to treat them simply in the character of 
an Ottoman subject as in the past, or the above-cited provisions of the 
Gth article of the same law. 

The arrest of the two above-mentioned individuals is therefore thus 
explained. The Imperial Government, which had ground to suspect 
their political intentions as former Ottoman subjects, was constrained 
to decree their expulsion in application of the sixth article above cited. 
Their arrest, ordtred to this end, has, moreover, been only provisional. 

I hope that the foregoing explanations will satisfy your excellency, 
and that they will prove to you that the measures enforced by tile 
Imperial authorities, are not arbitrary, but are in all points in conformity 
with the laws and regulations of the Empire. 
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His excellency Said Pasha informs me at the same time that he is in 
negotiation with Mr. Terrell to reach an understan<ling as to the status 
of persons coming within this category. 

Be pleased, etc., 
MAVROYENI. 

[Translatio11 of the law concerning Ottoman nr.tionality.-.January l!l, 18G!l-G Cheval, 1285.] 

ARTICLE 1. Every 11f'.rson horn of Ottoman father au<l mother, or only of an Otto­
man father, is an Ottoman snbjeet. 

ART. :!;, Ever)' person born on Ottoman territory of foreign part ·JJts may, within 
three years after attaining majority, claim as of right the character of an Ottoman 
subject. 

AuT. 3. Every major foreigner who has resided dnring five consecutive years iu 
the Ottoman Empire way obtain Ott01nan nntionality by applying, directly or 
through an intermediary, to the minister of foreign affairs. 

ART. 4. The Imperial Government may by extraordinary act confer Ottoman 
natioHality on the foreigner who, without having fnlfilled the com1itions of the 
preceding article, should be deemed worthy of this exceptional fasor. 

ART. 5. The Ottoman subject who has acquired a foreign nationality with the 
authorization of the Imperial Government is considered and treated as a foreign 
subject; if, on the contmry, he is naturalized as a foreigner without the previous 
antborization of the Imperial Government, his naturalizat.ion ~;ha 11 be considered as 
nnll and of no effect, and he will continue to be considered and treated iu all respects 
as an Ottoman subject. . 

No Ottoman subject can, in :my case, nnturalize himself as a foreigner except after 
having obtained a certificate of :mthodzntion issued in virtue of an Imperial 'iracle. 

ART. 6. Nevertheless the Imperial Goverument may declare loss of the character 
of an Ottoman snlJject against. any Ottoman subject who shall have naturalized 
himself in a foreign country or 'vho shall have accepted military fnnctions under a 
foreign government without the authorizat.ion of his sovereign. 

In this case the loss of the character of an Ottoman subject shall entail, ipso 
facto, the interdiction of the return to the Ottoman Empire of the person who slwll 
have incurred it. 

ART. 7. The Ottoman woman who has married a foreigner may, if she become a 
widow, recover her chttracter of an Ottoman subject by making declaration to that 
end within the three years following the decease of her hnsand. This provision is, 
however, only applicable to her person. Her property shall be subject to the laws 
and general regulations controlling tlJe same. 

ART. 8. The child, even when a minor, of an Ottoman snbject who has naturalized 
himself as a foreigner or who bas lost his nationality docs not follow the status of 
his father, and remains an Ottoman subject. The child, even when a minor, of a 
foreigner who has natnralized himself an Ottoman does not follow the status of his 
father, and remains a foreigner. 

ART. 9. Every person inhabiting the Ottoman territory is reputed an Ottoman 
subject, and treatell as such until his character as a foreigner shall have been regu­
larly proved. 

[Circular addressed to the governors-general of tl10 vilayets of the Ernpire.-Marcb 2G, 1869.] 

I have personally transmitted to :you tl1e law of Ottoman nationnlity, lWomul­
gatc(l on the fith Cheval, 1285 (,January 19, 1!)69). \Vhilc this law, in its coutext, can 
not g·ive rise to divergent interpretations, I (1eem it important to defiue to you the 
spirit which inspired its most important provisions. 

I need not, in the first place, say to yon that this law, like any otlHlr law, has no 
retroactive effect; all who have already bee11 admitted to Ottoman nationality, and 
all native Ottoman subjects 'vho have, either by virtue of treaties or by virtue of 
special arrangements concluded between the Snblime Porte and the foreign missions 
accredited to it, been recognized by the Imperial Government as having acquired a 
foreign nationality, remain, as heretofore, either Ottoman or foreign subjects. 

The provisions set forth in articles 1, 2, 3, and 4 are plain enongh to mu,ke any 
comment unnecessary. I t;hall merely remind you that since the ''personal" law of 
each individual-that is, the law of the conn try of his origin-is that which determines 
the time of his majority, and since that. law varies according to countries, the major­
ity being reached in some countries at 25 years and above, and below that age in 
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others, it will be incumbent on all foreign subjects who may apply for Ottoman nat­
uralization to prove that they are, of age according to the law of the country of their 
origin. 

Article 5 imposes on all Ottoman snbjects who wish to acquire a foreign national­
ity the obligation of previously providing themselves with a written autLori71ation, 
which will he t1cli,rered to them lly vh'tue of an Imperial irade, without which their 
natnra1i71ation shall always be considered as void and of no eil'ect, an<.l the Imperial 
Government will even have it in its 11ower (art. 6) to declare them divested of the 
character of Ottoman subjects, which will, ipso facto, entail the int<'rdiction of 
returning to the Ottoman Empire. The application of the penalty provided for in 
article 6 exclusively appertains to the Imperial Government. Imperial mithorities 
will confine themselves to considering as vohl and of no efi'ect foreign natnralhation 
when accp1ire11 without previous authorization lly a native Ottoman subject, atHl 
will take no steps looking to expulsion without having first receivecl direct instruc-
tions from the Snlllime Porte. . 

Inasmuch as tho Ottoman woman who marries an alien ceases to be an Ottoman 
subject, she is granted, uncler article 7, the faculty of recovcrillg her original 
nationality, in the event ol her becoming a widow, lly so declaring to the Ottoman 
authority within three years after her husband's clecease. 

Article 8 establishes that the father's naturalization does not carry that of his 
children, even though these be minors. The lleueiitof naturalization, when granted 
to the father, is not e:xtenclefl to his children, except so far as they wish it. If they 
arc of age, they are at lillerty to follow the father's status by makiug application 
therefor; if not, they may do so as soon as they reach their majority. It is easy to 
understand that this provision, which is, besi!les, in conformity with that of the 
greater part of European legislation, is enacted for the very advantage of the chil­
dren, ·who may occasionally find inconvenience or even detriment to themselves in 
their father's naturalization. 

However, this provision docs not apply to children born subsequently to th(l 
father's naturalization. These follow their father's status and form part of the 
nation to which they belong in consequence of his naturalization. 

The last clause of the law exclusively llears on the case of individuals who may, 
for good reasons, be thonght to lle Ottoman subjects and woul<l claim a foreign 
nationality without being in a position to snpport their claim. It is obvious that, 
in the event of dispute, it is incumllent on him who claims foreign nationality to 
adduce evidence thereof, and until such evidence is prodncetl the Imperial authorities 
must, iuasmnch as he is fountl on Ottoman territory, consider him and trent him as 
an Ottoman subject. 

It is needles'! to add that article 8 affects in no way the rights secured by treaties 
to foreigners, and does not justify t.he Imperial authorities in departing from the reg­
ulations resulting from such treaties reganling their relations with foreigners. 

I shall close, Mr. Governor-Genora.l, in bringing to your 11otice the fact that natu­
ralization can not uutler auy circumstances have :for effect to free the nn,tnralizccl 
person from civil or crimimil proceedings that Play have been in8tituted against him 
prior to tile time ,v]JCn he was naturalized, l)efore the authority of which he was a 
dependent theretoiorc. 

You will please, Mr. Governor-General, to strictly conform to these instructions in 
enforcing the provisions of the new law. With a view to facilitating your dnt.ies 
this comnmnication will also be sent to the foreign nations accreclitecl to the Sublime 
Porte, in order that it may lle brought to the notice of their agents in th€' provinces. 

Mr. Uhl to llla'oroycni Bey. 

DEPAR'l'MEN'l' OF STATE, 
Wash-ington, November 28, 1893. 

SrR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your note of the 
22<1 instant, in which you present certain considerations touching the 
treatment of persons of Armenian origin who may return to Turkey 
after having been naturalized in the United States. 

The cited articles 5 and o of the Ottoman law of J mnwry 19, 1869 
(6 Cheval, 1285), and the announced policy of the Turkish Government 
in the application thereof, have had my careful attention. 

In proceeding under the sixth article, wllereby declaration by the 
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Imperial Government of loss of Ottoman nationality is claimed to be 
followed by the right of exclusion or expulsion of the returning Arme­
nians, the Turkish Government removes all question as to the citizen­
ship of the person, and rests its action on the very generally conceded 
claim of the right to exclude or expel aliens whose coming within 
Ottoman jurisdiction may be deemed objectionable. 

I am gratified to learn that, as was confidm1tly to be expected, this 
treatment of the returning naturalized Armenian as an undesirable 
alien involves, in case he be found within Turkish territory, no other 
arrest or detention than such as may be necessary to accomplish the 
deportation of the individual, thus excluding the punitive phase, which 
might be open to serious contention. 

Your statements quite agree with the reports on the subject which I 
have received from the United States minister at Constantinople, and 
my recent instructions to him cover the case. 

Accept, etc., 
EDWIN F. UHL, 

Acting Secretary. 
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JJfr. Bartleman to Mr. Foster. 

No. 375.] LEGATION 01<' THE UNITED STATES, 
Caracas, Jan~tctry 6, 1893. (Heceived January 21.) 

SIR: I have the honor to inclose herewith copies and translations of 
two decrees, dated December 30, 1892, and January 5, 1893, relating to· 
foreign commerce. 

These decrees will be very damaging to the commerce of the Dutch 
island of Oura<;ao, as the transshipment of freight, which .now takes 
place there for Venezuelan ports will, after lVIarch 1 next, be made at 
La Guaira and Puerto Cabello, Venezuela. 

l\ierchandise from the United States and Europe, for Maracaibo, 
Coro, and other Venezuelan ports, which shall be transshipped. at the 
island after the above-mentioned date, will have to pay differential 
duty of 30 per cent, as decreed by the law of June 4, 1883. 

I have, etc. 
R. JH. B.A.RTLEMAN. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 375.-Translatwn.) 

UNITED STATES OF VENEZUELA, MINISTRY OF FINANCE 
AND PUBLIC CREDIT, ORDER OF CUSTO:VJ-HOUSES, 

Caracas, Decembe1· 30, 1892. 
Resolved, The National Executive decrees that from the 1st of March, next, the pro­

ductions, merchandise, and other articles exported fro:n the Uniteu States of America, 
or from Europe, which are destined for the western ports iH the Republic not visited 
by the vessels bringing them, said goods having to be transshipped at Cura9ao in 
order to reach their destination, shall be consirlercd as exported from that island for 
the purpose of payment of duty of importation; and, therefore, the executive decree 
of the 26th of :J anu:u~-, 1883, referring to transshipments in foreign colonies, is modi­
fied in t!Jis particular. 

Let it be 1mown and published. 
For the National Executive. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 375.-Translation.] 

J. PIETRI. 

UNITED STATES OF V1<:NEZUELA, MINISTRY OF FINANCE 
A~D PUBLW CREDIT) ORDER OF CUSTOM-HOUSES, 

Caracas_, January 5, 1893. 
Resolved, The productions, merchandise, and other articles from the United States 

of America or from Europe which are destined for the western ports of the Repu hlic, 
and are to be transshipped at La Gnayra or Puerto Cabello in order to reach their des­
tination may be lan :led in sa ill ports, if for want of transportation the transshipment 
cannot be effected from vessel to vessel. In this case tbe merchandise, together with 
all the consular documents from the port of departure, shall be deposited in the 
stores of the custom-house, destined exclusively for this purpose, until they can be 
sent to their dcRtination, which may be done in either national or foreign vessels 
in conformity wi t,h :uticles 3, 4, 5, awl 6 of the law XXXVIII of the "Codigo de Haci­
enda.." 

God and Federation. 
J. Pmnu. 

717 
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Mr. Foster to llfr. Pctrtridge. 

DEP ARTl\1EN'l' OF STATE, 
11' ashington, Febrmtry 8, 1893. 

No.5.] 

SIR: Referring to Mr. Bartl em an's No. 375, of the 5th ultimo, inclos­
ing a eopy of a. decree issued by tlle Vene?.:nelan Government on 
DecemlJer 30, 1802, imposing, on and after :March 1, next, a differen­
tial duty of 30 per cent on merchandise from the United States and 
Europe destined for the western ports of tl1e HepulJlie, l>ut trant:lshipped 
at Cnra\lao, I desire to call your attention to the correspondence 
exchanged between this Department and the legatiou at Caracas in 
1881, 1882, and 1883, and published in the volumes of Foreign Hela­
tions for the years 1882 and 1883. 

This correspondence related to the act of the Congress of Veuezuela 
of May 27, 1881, imposing a similar differential duty of 30 per rent on 
all merchandise imported intotlle Hepul>lic which had been tr:.tLsshippetl 
at any of tlle vorts of the West India islands. 

The act in question was found to be pr~indicial to the interests of 
this country, and upon the representations of our minister was modified 
l>y executive decree of .January 26, 1883, in a manner satisfactory to our 
busiuess interests. (See Foreign Relations, 1883, pp. 807-000.) 

You are instructed to make similar representa,tions against the pres­
eHt decree, whicl1, though more limited in its operations, is none the less 
objectiouable. 

I am, etc. 
JOHN VV. FOSTER. 

JJir. Pco·tridge to Jlfr. G-resham. 

[Extract.] 

No.4.] LEGA'l'ION OF TIIE UNITED STATES, 
Caracas, .~1arch 8, 18D3. (Heceived March 22.) 

SIR,: I have the l10nor to acknow1e(1ge the receipt of the Depart­
ment's instruction No. 5, of the Sth ultimo, relative to a decree or the 
Venezuelan Government, dated December 30 last, imposing from the 
1st instant a differential duty of 30 per cent ou mercllauclise from· the 
United States or Europe, transferred at Cura~~ao for the western ports 
of the Repul>lic. 

By the V mwzuelan law of June 4, 1881 (see Foreign Relatious, 1882, 
p. 524) a differential duty of 30 per cent was imposP.d upon "produce, 
mercuaudise, and chattels proceeding from foreign colonies and imported 
through the ports of eutry of the Republic, ~1s well as thoE>e proceeding 
from the ports of Europe or the United States of North America, des­
tined for Venezuela and transshipped in said colonies into other ve~sels 
which are to bring them to this country." 

Upon the earnest representations of this leg·ation, this law was finally 
mouified l>y a decree of the President and federal council, dated Jan­
nary 2G, 1883 (see Foreign Relations, 1883, p . 900), so that it l>ecame 
inoperative .with respect to shipments originath1g in the United States 
or Enrope and simply transshipped in a foreign colony. The bw 
remained in full force, however, with respect to shipme11ts originating 
in such colonies. Since that decree, until the first of the present montll, 
the He<l D Line, an American corporation of Wilmington, Del., have 
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maintained a line of steamers ·between Maracaibo and Coro and tho 
Dutch island of Cura9ao, connecting there with their main line of 
steamers between New York and Cnra~ao, Puerto Cabello, aud La­
Gm:tyra. 'J be steamers· of the main line are of too deep draJt to p~ss 
the bar at the mouth of Lake 1\faracaibo, ·vi'here there is only 10 or 11 
feet of water. The conve11icnces for transfer at Cura~ao are very good. 
Labor can be employed day and night, and in case ships do not meet, 
the steamship company have sufficient warehouses on the docks for 
storing goods. 

The decree of December 30, 1892, reported, in 1\fr. Bartleman's dispatch 
No. 375, of Ja1mary 6, places goods shipped from the United States or 
Europe and transshipped at Cura<;ao in the same category as if orig­
inally exported from that island. The supplementary decree of J a11nary 
5, reported in the same dispatch, provides that goods which are destined 
for the western ports of the Republic, i.e., Maracaibo and Coro, and are 
to be transs1lipped at La Guayra or Puerto Cabello, may, in case such 
transshipmeut can not be effected directly from ship to ship, be landed 
and deposited in the stores of the custom-house until they can be sent 
to their destilmtioiJ, which is permitted to be done in either natio11al or 
foreign vessels. The priHcipal object of these decrees probably was to 
injure the port of Cura<;ao, which, it is alleged, is used as a lmse for 
smuggling into Venezuela and as a rendezvous for Venezuelan political 
malconteuts. At the same time it was very likely expected that the 
Red D Line would be compelled to transfer Maracaibo and Uoro freight 
at Puerto Cabello, thus giving the latter port the benefit of the trans­
shipment business. But the ageuts of the company here claim that 
there are not sufficient facilities for transfer at Puerto Cabello; that the 
company has 110 warehouses; that tue custom-house storerooms are 
insufficient and unsatisfactory, and that labor is high and can only be 
employed, under the custom-house regulations, between the hours of 
7 and 10 a. m. and 12 and 4 p. m. The first of the present month, 
therefore, the company began to run the llfaracaibo, one of the steam­
ships previously employed in the bnmch service, direct from Maracaibo 
to New York. She 'vill probably eall also at Uoro, although the Uoro 
business is very small. Tlte E11glish steamsllip Hollinside has been 
chartered for the same service. 
· Althongh I do not think that tltey were so intended, the present 
decrees are especially discriminatory ngainst the United States. The 
law of June 4,1881, until modified in 18S3, discriminated against trans­
shipment at any "\Vest Indian port and affected European as well as 
American commerce. Tlw present decree, however, simply discrimi­
nates against transshipment at Cura~ao and, practically, afl'ects only 
the commerce of the United Statc8. I am informed that the Royal 
lVIail (English) tnmsfer freight at the Barbados for La Guayra, tlw,t 
the Compagnie Gellcrale 'l'ransatlantique (French) and other lines 
transfer at 'frinidad for Ciudad Bolivar, and tbat the Compaiiia General 
Transatlantica (Spanisll) trausfer at IIavaua for La Guayra and Puerto 
Cabello. In addition, therefore, to the considerations which were urged 
during the discussion between the two governments iu 1882 ancl1883 
(reported in the ]'oreign Helations of those years) against the transfer 
feature of the law of June 4, 1881, there may now be assigned also the 
invidious distinction above. 

I l.Jelieve tl1at any representations by the legation wou1d promise 
better results after the new minister of fln:mce l1as bad an opportunity 
to become morefullyesiablished in office; it seemed to memoreprudeut 
to delay rnakiug auy protest for a short time. I shall, however, watch 
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the matter carefully and, unless you instruct me otherwise, I will, if 
necessary, later make proper representation to the minister of foreign 
affairs with respect thereto. 

Trust.ing that my action in the premises may meet with your approval, 
I have, etc., 

FRANK c. PAR'l'RIDGE. 

No.6.] 
I 

JJlr. Partridge to ll.fr. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Oaraca.s, 111arch 10, 1893. (Ueceived March 22.) 

SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy and translation 
(inclosure 1) of a contract concluded on the 7th ultimo, and published 
in t,J1e Gazeta Otici<tl of that date, between the Government of Vene­
zuela and Alfred Fromentin, for the construct;ion of a submarine 
cable fi.·om La Guayra, Venezuela, to some point on the coast of Florida; 
also, & copy aud trm1slation (inclosure 2) of a supplementary article 
concluded the following day and published in the Gazeta Oficial of 
February 21. 

Mr. Fromentin is a Frenchman, and was formerly in charge of the 
office of the French Cable Compm1y (Societe Fran~aise des Teiegraphes 
Sous-1\farins) in this city. It is understood that he left their employ on 
account of some disagreement. He is not a man of much means, and 
it is doubtful if be wi1l be able to enlist sufficient capital in the under­
taking. There is great need of more direct cable communication 
between the United States a11cl Venezuela, and I regret that the present 
enterprise is not more likely to succeed. 

The impression here is that the contract is simply a speculative one, 
and that nothing will come of it. 

It will be observed that it contemplates the ownership, and, presum­
ably, tl1e operation of the cable by the Venezuelan GoYernment. Per­
mission to land it in the United States would require, therefore, a special 
adaptation of the condition usually imposed in such cases. The object 
of the condition heretofore formulated with reference to private cable 
companies desiring to land a cable in the U11ited States from a toreign 
country has been to preVent a permanent mouopoly of such telegraphic 
communication. Hence, the principal condition bas bePn ''that 11eitber 
the compm1y, its successors or assigns, nor any cable with which it con­
nects, shall receive from any foreign government exclusive privileges 
which would prevent the establishment and operation of a cable of an 
American company in the jurisdiction of such foreign government." 
(Report No. 9G4, House of Representatives, Fifty-second Congress, first 
session; Senate Ex. Doc. No. 51, Forty-eighth Congress, second session; 
Senate Ex. Doc. No. 122, Forty-ninth Congress, second session; also 
22 Stat., 173 anll 371.) The ownership by a foreign government of a 
cable having one terminal within its own jurisdiction and the other in 
the United States would, unless safeguarded by proper conditions, 
practically create a monopoly of the cal>le business between the two 
countries, for the pecuniary interests of such foreign government in 
the cable would naturally deter it from authorizing the landing of a 
competing cable from the United States. 

In case, therefore, application is made to the Government of the 
United States, as contemplated in article 4 of the present contract, I 
have the honor to suggest that, in addition to the conditions usually 
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required, positive assurance should be given by the Government of 
Venezuela that it will permit to laud, and will extend equal privileges 
to any cable which the Government of the United States may itself 
desire to lay or may authorize to be laid by private enterprise, between 
the two countries. 

I have, etc., 
FRANK C. P .A.Rl'IHDGE. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 6.-Translation.] 

MINISTRY OF POSTS .AND TEI.EGR.APIIS, 
Caracas, Febntary 7, 1893. 

The min1ster of posts and telegraphs being sufficiently authorized by the chief of 
the executive power and Alfred Fromentin, celebrate the following contract: 

ARTICLE I. Alfredo Fromentin pledges himself to construct alone, or associated 
with others, a submarine cable from t,he port of La Guaira to some point on the 
coast of Florida, in the United States, at the price of (B. 4,600) four thousand six 
hunC.red bolivars for each mile. 

ART. 2. The Government pledges itself to pay to Mr. Fromcntin, or to whoever rep~ 
resents his rights, the price of the work, i. e. (B. 5,980,000) five million nine hundred 
and eighty thousand bolivares, in the following manner: A quarter part shall be 
deposited in one of the banks of France or London as a guarantee which shall be 
paid to Mr. Fromentin when the Government, or its agent, shall have received the 
cable; another quarter when the engineer in chief of the construction has given a 
certificate that the cable is ready and in operation, and the other two quarter parts 
remaining, to wit, (B. 2,990,000) two million nine hundred and ninety thousand 
bolivares shall be paid to Mr. Fromentin, or his representatives, (6) six months after 
the work has been received by the Government, by an order or note bearing (6 per 
cent) six per cent interest annually, which will be accepted by the Bank of Vene­
zuela for payment. 

ART. 3. As the length of the cable is calculated to be (1,300) one thousand three 
hundred miles, in case it be less Mr. Fromentin shall return the difference of the 
!;Ulll expressed in the previous clause, and if it be greater, be shall receive the value­
of the difference at the mte of ( 4,600) four thousand six hundred bolivares the mile. 

ART. 4. The Government, through the minister of foreign affairs, will communi­
cate the present act to t,he consul of Venezuela in Washington, to the end that he 
may obtain the necessary permission to lanu the cable in that country. 

ART. 5. Mr. Fromentin pledgeR himself to commence the work within (5) five 
months and to present the work completed to the Government within eight, both 
dates to count from the.timc of the deposit of the quarter part, as is indicated in 
this contract, and it is further understood that in case of casualties the Government 
shall be 1he judge of whether the time lost by Mr. Fromentin was his fault as 
respects the carrying out of the dates established by this article. 

ART. 6. As a guarantee of the work to be accomplished, of the good quality of the 
caule, and of its perfect operation Mr. Fromentin will deposit in the Bank of Vene­
zuela the sum of (B. 200,000) two hundred thousand bolivares, which sum is to 
receive (6 per cent) six })er cent annually, antl for which Mr. Fromentin or his repre­
sentative is to be reimbursed within one year after the official inauguration of the 
work. 

ART. 7. Every difference or controversy arising out of this contract shall be 
decided definitely by the tribunals of the Hepnulic without the intervention of any 
foreign authority. 

Made in duplicate, at Caracas, this 7th of February, one thousand eight hundred 
and ninety-three. , 

J. PIETIU. 
A. Fno~IENTIN. 

(Inclosure 2 in No. 6.-Translation.] 

MINISTRY OF POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS, 
Caracas, Feb~·ua1·y 21, 1893. 

A clditional .L11·ticle. 

The minister of posts of the United States of Venezuela, being sufficiently author­
ized by the chief of the executive power, and Alfredo Fromeutin, have agreec.l to 

FR·-46 
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the following clause in addition to the contract celebrated the seventh of the present 
month: 

Mr. Frome11tin alone or associatecl with others, or the construction company with 
whom Mr. Fromentin may treat, must supply the means necessary for purchasing 
and laying the cable before the first q narter part of the guarantee has been deposited 
in the Bank of France or London, the Goven1ment of Venezuela pledging itself to 
reimburse the sum advanced to Fromcntin or whoever may represent his rights in 
the following manner: Half in gold, one year from the date of advancement; and 
the other half by note to be accepted by the Bank of Venezuela, payable eighteen 
months from this same date. · 

In this case the Government pletlgcs itself to pay Fromentin or his legal repre­
sentativCls 7 per cent interest aunnn,lly upon the total sum ad Ya,nced for the construc­
tiou of the cable, interest to run from the same elates expresseu above, to be paid in 
monthly installments. · 

Maue iu duplicate, at Caracas, February 8, 1893. 
J. PIETRI. 

No. 21.] 

A. FlW~lENTlN. 

JJir. Gresham to JJir. Partr,idge. 

DEPAJ1TMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, liLarch 23, 18.93. 

SIR: I have received your No. 4, of the 8th instant, reporting, in 
compliance with Department instruction No.5, of the 8th ultimo, in 
regard to tile Venezuelan rlecree imposing a differential duty of 30 per 
cent on merchandise from the United States or Europe, transferred at 
Curayao for the Western ports of the Hepublic of Venezuela. 

Iu view of yonr report, the Department is disposed for the present to 
await fnrther developments. -

I am, etc., 

No. 23.] 

W. Q. GRESHAM. 

lJir. Partridge to llfr. Greslwm. 

[Extract.] 

LEGATION OF 'l'HE UNITED STA'l'ES, 
Caracas, Apr·il11, 1893. (Received April 20.) 

SIR: I have the h01ior to report the :final disposition of the legal 
proceedings instituted in the courts of Yeuezuela against the Ameri­
can steamship PhUadelphia on ;lccount of the Mijares incident reported 
by Mr. Scruggs in his No. 355 of November 18, 1892.* 

On the 2d of December last the national judge of finance at La 
Guaira imposed a fine upon the captain of the Philadelphia of 10,000 
bolivars (about $2,000). The judgment having come in regular course 
before the high federal court for revision, that tribunal, on the 12th of 
.Tanuary, reversed it on the ground of irregularity of procedure, and 
sent the case back for a new trial. I inclose a copy of the decision of 
the high federal court and a translation thereof. On the 7th instant 
the chief of the executive power, with the advice of his cabinet, 
granted a panlon to the ship and her captain, which quashes the pro­
ceedings in the couTts. \Copy of the decree and a translation thereof 
inclosed.) 

I have, etc., 
FRANK 0. PARTRIDGE._ 

* Sec Foreign Relations for 1892, p. 637 
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(Inclosure 1 in No. 23.-Tmnslation.] 

The United States of Venezuela. In its name, tribunal of the second in&tance of the 
high federal court. 
Examined, together with the informc.tion in writing of the national fiscal of 

finance. This suit of confiscation was begun by the fiscal comptroller of the mari­
time custom-house of La Guayra, denouncing the fact that the American steam­
ship Philadelphia had sailed from the port of La Guaira, on the 11th day of 
November last, without the legal dispatch papers of the custom-house, whereby it 
incurs the penalty of confiscation in virtne of provision of case 10, article 1, chapter 
1, law 20, of the code of finance. The national judge of finance at La Guayra took 
the declaration of Thomas Golding, representative of the house of H. L. Boulton & 
Co., consignees of said steamship, who said: 

That the dispatch of the American steamship Philacielphia, which w-as done with­
out fulfilling the registry, that is to say the dispatch paper which the custom-house 
deliYers for its sailing from port, was ordered to Cnpt. Chambers by the consul of 
the United States of America in accordance with instructions which he received from 
his minister, who, considering her having been detained as she had been for more 
than twenty-four hours, and being a steamship carrier of the mails, which is included 
in the postal treaty, regarded her like a ship of the American Navy in time of peace 
and as such could not be detained; tlwt the agents of the steamship, whom the wit­
ness represents, ealle<.l iu duo time to ref]_ nest of tho custom-house tho said docnment, 
and the same having been refused by the administrator of the eustom-houso, in 
accordance with orders which he had to apply to the consul reporting to him what 
was happening, that the agents stood aloof from the intervention with ~espcct to tue 
dispatch papers of tho steamship, as those of the agency had been pnt on board in 
due season. 

He also took the declaration of John Chambers, captain of the steamship, who 
stated "that on the lOth day of November aforesaid he landed the passe11gcrs who 
came to the port of La Gua,yra, those only remaining on board who were going to 
New York; that the administration of the custom-house dcman<.lcd of him to land 
the passenger Mijares; that he refused to do this because he thought it was contrary 
to his duties; that therefore he communicated this to the American consul; that tho 
latLer in turn communicated it to his minister, and after the steamship had been 
detained twcnty-seYen hours the consul, by order of the minister, dispatched her, 
supplying sufficient papers for the voyage to New York." 

Founded on these two clcclarations, the nationaljuclge of finance ofLa Guayra pro­
nounced sentence the 2L1 of December last, in which he rlcclarcd, "that it being 
proven that the steamship Philadelphia sailed from the port IYithout legal dispatch 
11apers and in virtue of article 2, chapter 2, case 7, Jaw 20, of the Code of Finance he 
imposed on Capt. Chambers a fine of 10,000 bolivars." Said scutcnce having come for 
cousulta.t,ion before this superior trilmnaJ, it is observed that it docs uot appear 
from the record whether t.be Venezuelan authorities demanded of the captain ofthc 
steamship Philatlelphia the surrender of the passenger, Miju.res, nor who was this 
authority, nor whether the consignees of the ship requested the dispatch of the cus­
tom-house and the latter refused it and for what motive; nor does the intencution 
appear to have been proved which is attributed to the consul of t.hc United States, 
whose declaration ought to have been taken, as well as of all those who could have 
made known the facts. The judge also onght to have requested of the custom­
house all the documents relathe to this matter. The judge diu not comply with 
that which is ordered in article 28 of the said law 20, opening the cause fur proof, 
nor with that which said article otherwise provides. The national judge of finance 
does not decide in his sentence whether the steamship Philadelphia has incurred 
confiscation or not, because, although he says iu his different considerations that 
it is proven that the steamship sailed from La Guayra without legal dispatch papers, 
and in addition that the captain has incurred the penalty of case 10, article 1, law 
20, of the Code of Finance, in the mandatory part, be limits himself to imposing· on 
Capt. Chambers a fine of 10,000 bolivars. · 

For the reasons explained, and having considered that the errors mentioned are 
substantial, administering justice in the name of the Republic and by authority of 
the law, the cause is restored to its summary state in order that the judge who will 
legally replace the national judge at La Gnayra in conformity with the provision of 
article 7 of l::tw 21 of the Code of Finance, and who will be ilalled upon to take 
cognizauce of it, may correct all the irregularities of procedure mentioned, and 
declare a new sentence. As it is provided by fifth article, case 4, of the Organic 
Law of the high federal court, there is imposed on the national judge of finance 
at La Guayra a 1ine of 250 boliYars for the grave error committed. This fine will be 
paid in the administration of the custom-house o£ La Guayra, in conformity with 
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the provisions of article 19, law 21, of the Code of Finance. Let it be returned in 
legal form. 

Given in the comt room of the high federal court, in the capitol at Caracas, the 
12th of January, 1893, twenty-ninth year of the law and thirty-fourth of the Fed­
eration. 

ATILANO VJZCAIWONDO. 
MANUEL UK~D6N SAI~l\1IENTO, 

Secretary. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 23.-Tra.ns~ation.] 

UNITED STATES OF VENEZUELA, MINISTRY OF FINANCE, 
DIRIWTION OF THE TREAHURY AND SALT DEPOSITS, 

Caracas, April 7, 1893. 
Resolved, Having considered in cabinet the representation made the 17th of Feb­

ruary last, in which Messrs. H. C. Boulton & Co., merchants of Caracas, petition 
the nationnl execut,ive, in their character of agents at La Gna.yra of t.he company of 
American steamships of the Red D Line, to which the steamship Philadelphia belongs, 
that it would be pleased to dictate a measure which may definitely terminate the 
cause which is pending uefore the national juuge of finance at La Guayra in conse­
quence of the Supervisor of the maritime custom-house of said pon having denounced 
that the said steamship sailed from said port on the 11th day of November of last 
year without the legal permit of the custom-house, the chief of executive power, 
considering the peculiarity of the circumstances of the case and that the said line 
has always shown itself strictly observant of its duties, is plea~::~ed to grant pardon to 
said steamship Philadelphia and to her captain, .John Chambers. 

Let this resolution uc communicated to the high federal conrt and to the national 
judge of finance in La Guayra, in accoruance with case 2, article 195, of the Code of 
Criminal Procedure. 

J. A. VELU'l'INI. 

JJir. Partridge to llfr. Gresha.m. 

No. 36.] LEGATION OF 'l'HE UNITED STATES, 
. Caracas, May 11, 1893. (I{eceived J\'Iay 22.) 

SIR: I have the honor to send you, under separate cover, two copies 
of the message of the chief of the executive power transmitted to the 
11ational constituent assembly the 8th instant; and also three copies of 
tbe Annual Report oftbe Minister of Foreign A:fl'airs for 1893. Matters 
of iuterest to the relations of Venezuela with the United States will be 
found in the latter, ou pp. 27-31, inclusive, 43, 44, 48, and 49-51, inclu­
sive. I inclose herewith translation of the minister's remarks upon 
the subjects of reciprocity, the Hancox claim, anu an extradition treaty 

I have, etc., 
FRANK 0. PARTRIDGE. 

[Inclosure 1, No. 36.--Translation.] 

[From the Report of Minister of Foreign Affairs of Venezuela for 1803.) 

Customs 1'ecip1·ocity. 

Very soon after the installation of the Venezuelan legation the Department of 
State expressed the desire to celebrate with this country a treaty of reciprocity 
npou bases more acceptable than those formerly proposed, excluding in them cer­
tain articles or products which before constituted one of the principal difficulties 
in arriving at the agreement which was requested. 

The prolix negotiation to which, from 1890 to 1892, this matter gave rise, tran­
scendental of itself by reason of the great interest which it inYol ves, sufficiently 
proves the delicacy aucl care with which we ought to proceed before taking any 
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step on the roarl to a treaty. Hence this ministry prnfcncrl to share the responsi­
bility of the case with tbc officer of finance, where the new propositions were sub­
mitted to careful study, but without result so far favorable to the idea of a con­
vention. 

[Inclos·ue 2 in No. 36.-Translation.] 

[From the Report of Minister of Foreign .Affairs of Veneznel:! for 18!)3.) 

Hancox clai-m. 

Tho 19th of January, 1892, an agreement was signecl by the plenipotentiaries of 
the two governments to submit to the decision of arbitration this oltl claim of the 
United States. Circumstances well known prevcnte(l the meeting of the Congress 
of that year, which ought to have given its approbation to the ratification and their 
respective exchanges. 

The delay in their formality, in no matter dependent upon the executive power of 
Venezuela, has occasioned suggestion on tbe part ofthe Government at Washington 
in the sense of proceeding at once to the completion of the treaty or of seeking by 
some other means a way of repairing, to that end, the default of the legislative 
body. 'l'his ministry considering, as was natural, the precise precepts of our con­
stitution, pointed out in its reply the impossibility in which the chief of the execn­
tive power found himself of arrogating to himself legislative faculties in diplo­
matic matters; and after some consideration regarding the convenience of recourse 
to arbitration, happily chosen for the definite· solution of the Hancox claim, 
expressed the confidence which the Government of the Hepublic has that one of the 
first acts of the next constitutional -congress will be to place in the way of imme­
diate completion the treaty of the 19th of January, 1892. 

[Inclosure 3 in No. 36.-Translation.J 

[From the Report of Minister of Foreign Affairs of Venezuela for 1893.] 

Extradition. 

By menus of its representative in Caracas the Government at Washington has just 
manifested the desire to celebrate with Venezuela a treaty of extradition. 

The executive power disposed on its part to initiate formal treatieA regarding snch 
a matter has requested of the legation of the United States the basis upon which 
it was disposed to make an agreement, in order to stu!ly them in tho light of judi­
cial criticism which in that regard prevails among us, and to resolve beforehand the 
administrative or political difficulties which, on account of respective local laws, 
might embarrass from the start the course of the negotiation. 

Mr. Partridge to Mr. Gresham. 

[Extract.] 

No. 40.] LEGATION OF 1'1IE UNITED 8TA'rES, 
Caracas, Jlfay 25, 1593. (Received June 10.) 

SIR: With reference to the Department's instruction No. 5, of Feb­
ruary 8 and my dispatch No. 4 of March 8, relative to the transshipnumt 
of freight at Cura<;ao, I now have the honor to report that on the 22d 
instant the Government of Venezuela issued a decree restoring the _ 
privilege of transferring freight at that island. A copy of the decree 
and a tram;lation thereof are inclosed herewith. The reference therein 
to a possible new port on the west coast more suitable for transferring 
freigl1t is not restrictive of the operation of the decree. 

I have, etc., 
FRA.NIC c. p A.RTRIDGE. 
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[Inclosure in No. 40.-Translation.] 

UNITED STATF.S OF VF.NEZUELA, 
MINISTRY OF FINANCE, DIRECTION OF CUSTOM-HOUSE, 

Cm·acas, May 22, 1893. 
Resolved, In view of the various inconveniences and difficulties which the import­

ing commcrcf' of the \Vest now experience in making at Puerto Cabello the transfer 
of merchandise which is forwarded from Europe and the United States of North 
America in ships which can not enter the ports to which said mercJJandise is destined, 
the chief of the National Executive, desirous always of affording to commerce the 
greatest faeilities for the execution of its legitimate operations, bas been pleased to 
decree, that fi·om this date and until there is fnrnished on the west coast of the Repub­
lic a more suitable port in which the transfer of such goods can be made conveniently 
on Venezuelan territory, they may continue being transferred in Curat;ao in the same 
manner and upon the same terms as was permitted by the executive decree of .January 
26, 1883, which is declared in force in all its parts, the resolution of the 30th of Decem­
ber last, referring to this same matter, being in consequence annulled. 

Let it be communicated and published. 
By the National Executive. 

No. 46.] 

EZEQUIEL GONDELI.ES AYALA. 

Mr. Partridge to 11-fr. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Oa'raccts, Jmw 6,1893. (Received June 22.) 

Sn::.: With reference to my dispatch No. 23, of Aprilll, relative to the 
Mijares incident on the steamship Philctdelphia, I now have the honor to 
send you herewith, for the purpose of completing the record of the case, 
a, copy and translation of the final judgment of the court dismissing 
the legal proceedings, without costs, in conformity with the Executive 
pardon. 

I have, etc., 
FRANK c. pARTRIDGE. 

[Inclosure in No. 46.-Translation.] 

United States of Venezuela-In its name-Tribunal of the second instance of the 
high federal court. 

Examined together with the information of the national fiscal of the treasury. 
On the 28th of NovemlJer of last year this cause of confiscation was begun against 
the consignee of the American steamship Philadelphia for having sailed from the 
port of La Gnayra without the proper legal dispatch. The cause having been opened 
to proof, the national judge of the treasury at La Guayra in due time gave judgment 
on the 2d of December of last year, imposing on the captain of the steamship Phila­
delphia a fine of 10,000 bolivars, which becnme effective. The sentence of the tribunal 
of the first instance having been brought up to this tribunal for review, the judge 
of the second instance, Dr. Atilano Vizcarrondo, ordered the cause to be restored to 
its summary state, to correct irregularities of procedure which appear in its sentence. 

In this state, the National Executive, in the exercise of its legal attributes, upon 
the petition of Messrs H. L. Boulton & Co., issued a decree dated the 7th of April 
past, granting a pardon to the steamship Philadelphia and her captain, .John Cham­
bers, by virtue of which the national judge of the treasury at La Guayra, in com­
pliance with this decree and in conformity with the prescription of article 194 and 
case 2 of 195 of the code of criminal procedure, .pronounced sentence on the 15th of 
April, dismissing the present cause without condemnation in costs. This tribunal 
of the second instance finds this sentence dictated by the national judge of tho 
treasury at La Gnayra conformable to the merit of the pleadings and the legal pre­
scription. Therefore, administering justice in the name of the Republic and by 
authority of the law, it confirms in all its parts the sentence reviewed. Let this 
be published and returned. Given in the court-room of the high federal court in the 
capitol at Caracas, the 11th day of May, 1893 thirtieth year of the law, and thitrty­
fifth of federation. 

MAHIANO HERHERA. 
MANUEL RENDON SARMIENTO, 

Secretary. 



No. 52.] 

VENEZUELA. 727 

Mr. Partridge to 1111-. Gresham. 

[Extract.) 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATF.S, 
Caracas, June 23, 1893. (Received July 1.) 

SIR: Within a few days the National Constituent Assembly has com­
pleted a new constitution which goes into effect at once. It has 11ot 
yet been published, but I hope to be able to send yoa a copy by the 
following mail, with such expla11ations as may be required. It provides 
for a Presidential term of f&r years, dating from February next, when 
Constitutional President and Congress are to be installed. In the mean­
time uy a separate act the assembly, on the 16th instant, continued 
General Crespo at the bead of the executive power until the President, 
elected in accordance with the provisions of the constitution, enters 
upon the discharge of his functions. The provisional executive is also 
charged with the immediate organization of provisional governments 
for the several states. I inclose a copy and translation of that act. 

The assembly on the 13th instant formally approved all of the acts 
of General Crespo as chief of the revolution and chief of the National 
Executive. (Copy of decree and translation inclosed.) 

I have, etc., 
FRANK U. P .A.RTRIDGE. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 52.-.Tr:mslation.) 

The National Constituent Assembly of the United States of Venezuela. ConsidcTing: 
Thnt tlle nationa.l constitution havin.g been sanctioned, it is inc1iRpensable to estab­

lish the steps which must be followed in order that there may be organized in 
conformity with it, in the shQrtest possible period, both the Republic aml the states 
which compose it; DecTees: 

ARTICLE 1. The National Executive will be presidell over provisionally by the 
chief -of the revolution, General Joaquin Crespo, nntil the President of the United 
States of Venezuela, who may be elected in conformity to the constitntion, enters 
upon the discharge of his functions. 

ART. 2. The National Constituent Assembly will appoint the members of tho 
council of government, of the high federal court and of the conrt of Casad6n, all of 
whom will continue in the discharge of their respective functions until they may be 
replaced, in conformity with the provisions of the constitntion. 

ART. 3. The Provisional Executive of t.he Republic will proceed immediately to 
organize the provisional governments of the states; and they, those of the respective 
districts. 

Se]Jm·ate paragraph.-The chief of the national executive will also organize pro·d­
sionally the federal district in snch a way that it may enter at once upon tho enjoy­
ment of the autonomy which the com;titution establishes with reference to the 
economical and ad~i_nistrative management of the municipality. 

ART. 4. The provisiOnal governments of the states will convoke the people to elec­
tion, to _name their respective constituent assemblies, in such way that said bodies 
may be mstallecl the 1st clay of October next, or as soon thereafter as possible. 

ART. 5. The constitutions of the states having been smwtioned in perfect har­
mony with the fundamental charter of the Republic, the provisional governments 
will again convoke the people to hold their respectivf, elections, to name their magis­
trates and constitutional bodies and deputies to the Natiou~tl Congress. These elec­
tions will take place at the same !imes which will be fixed by the law which the 
National Constituent Assembly is to enact for the elections of const.itutional Presi­
dent of the Republic and deputie~ for the fe(leral district to the National Congress. 

AnT. 6. The times to which the foregoing article refer~ will be fixed in such a way 
that the constitutional legislative assemblies of the states may be installe<-1 the 20th 
day of January, 1894, or as soon thereafter as possible; and in givh1g possession to 
the magistrates who 1nay have been elected, all of the political entities of the Union 
shall be constitntionn.lly mganize<l. 

ART. 7. TLe constitutional congress of 1894 shall be installed on the date fixed 
by the Constitution. 
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AnT. 8. 1'he Provisional Executive of the Republic will dictate his oroers so that, 
from the <late on which the provisional governments of the states organize, in con­
formity with the provision of the third article of this decree, they shnll commence 
to receive the revenue which corresponds to them by bimonthly quotas, which will 
be calculated npbn the amount given as the division of said revenue by the last gen­
eral budget ofrevenues and expenses approved by congress. 

ART. 9. While future constitutional congresses are harmonizing the national leg­
islation with the new constitution, there remain in force all the laws which were in 
effect in the Republic on the 14th day of March, 1892, in so far as they are not 
opposed to the prescriptions of the fundamental charter. 

Atn. 10. The provisional interregnum which is established by this decree is not 
included in the prescription of article 71 of the constitution, which refers to consti-
tutional periods. • . 

Given in the hall of its sessions, in Caracas, the 16th of June, 1893, 30th year of 
the law and 35th of the federation. 

President of the Assembly, 
FEUCIANO ACEVEDO. 

Deputy secretary, 
F. TOSTA GARCIA. 

FEDERAL PALACE IN CARACAS, ,Tune 21, 1893. 

Let it be executed, and let care be taken in its execution. 
JOAQUIN CRESPO, 

Countersigned: 
The minister of internal affairs, 

LEON COLINA. 

[Inclosure 2 in 52.-Translati'ln.] 

·The National Constituent Assembly enacts: 
ARTICLE 1. All and each one of' the acts of General Joaquin Crespo, as chief of 

the revolution and as chief of the national executive, are approved. 
ART. 2. The contracts celebrated under the authority of the said chief of the 

national executive remain SHbmitted to the consideration of the next Congress, in 
order tha.t they may be approved or rejected by the legislative honses conformably 
to their constitutional powers, which this assembly as a constituent body lacks. 

There will be submitted also to the next constitutional congress the acts emanat­
ing from the national administration <luring the next provisional interregnum. 

Given in the hall of its sessions in Caracas, the 13th of June, 1893, 30th year of 
the law and 36th of the federation. 

President: 
FELICIANO ACEVEDO. 

Deputy secretary: 
F. TOSTA GARCIA, 

Mr. Pa.rtridge to lJlr. G1·esham. 

No. 55.] LEG.A.'l'ION OF THE UNITED ST.ATES, 
Ccwaccts, July 1, 1893. (Received J·uly 12.) 

SIR: The National Constituent Assembly, which was convened May 
1, completed its work and adjourned sine d·ie on the 24th ultimo. Its 
principal acts were: 

First. A new constitution, which will be promulgated with appropri­
ate ceremonies in Caracas and in each one of the states on the 5t b of 
July, the eighty- third anniversary of the independence of Venezuela. 
I regret that it is not yet possible to obtain a copy for transmi~sion to 
the Department. 

Second. The formal approval of all of the acts of Gen. Crespo as chief 
of the revolution and chief of the national executive, reported in my 
No. 52 of June 23. 

Third. The continuance of Gen. Crespo as provisional chief of the 
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executive until the inauguration of a constitutionally elected President 
in February next, also reported in the same dispatch. 

Fourth. A law for the conduct of the national elections; and 
Fifth. An act of general amnesty for all politieal crimes and offenses 

committed in the Republic to December 31, 1892, a copy and transla­
tion of which are herewith inclosed. Gen. Crespo by an executive 
decree, dated March 14, and reported in my No. 11 of March 18,')1< had 
previously granted a pardon to all those engaged in the late civil war, 
with the exception of 96 of the higher officials of the Andueza Palacio 
government. 

I have, etc., 
FRANK C. PARTRIDGE. 

[Inclosure in No. 55.-Translation.] 

The National Constituent Assembly considering: 
That it is sound policy to destroy from the root the ill feelings which the civil 

war engendered, by means of a grand example of magnanimity, as also to invite all 
Venezuelans to a new era of peace and fraternity, and that the chief of the execu­
tive power, in the account which he has just rendered, recommends an act of clem­
ency in favor of those excepted from the pardon of the 14th of March of this year; 
decrees: · 

Single A1·ticle. 

Full amnesty if'l conceded for all political crimes and offenses committed in the 
Republic to the 31st of December, 1892. In CQnsequence the judgment of responsi­
bility is remitted to which the executive decree promulgated March 14th last refers, 
and the precautionary dispositions are without effect which were dictated to effect· 
uate said judgment. 

Given in the ball of its sessions in Caracas, the 18th of May, 1893, thirtieth and 
thirty-fifth. 

President: 
J. A. VELUTINI. 

Secretary: 
F. TOSTA GARCIA. 

E'ederal Palace in Caracas, the 24th of May, 1893, thirtieth year of the law and 
thirty-fifth of the federation. 

Let it be executed, and let care be taken in its execution. 
JOAQUIN CHESPO, 

Countersigned, etc. 

Mr. Partridge to ]lfr. Gresham. 

No. 58.] LEGATION OF 1'HE UNITED STATES, 
Oarcwas, July 10, 1893. (Received July 21.) 

SIR : I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy and translation 
of a decree of the Venezuelan Government, dated the 1st instant, rela­
tive to the navigation of the Orinoco River. lt closes all of the chan­
nels of that river to foreign commerce, except the Boca Grande, reserving 
the Macareo and Pedernales channels for the coasting trade, and abso­
lutely prohibiting the navigation of its other channels. 

I understand that the only American line at present running between 
the United States and Oiudad Bolivar is the Thebault line, of New 
York, whose steamer already passes through the Boca Grande. The 
Department, however, in its instruetiou, No. 308, of November 4, 18921 
transmitted to this legation a copy of a letter from John H. Dialogue & 
Son, of Camden, N.J., in wbich they stated that they proposed to build 

*Not printed. 
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vessels to ruu between the United States and Angostora (Ciudacl 
Bolivar), and that to make the connection as direct as possible, and to 
avoid unnecessary expense, they desire to utilize the navigation of 
the bayous of the Orinoco, which afforded the most convenient route. 
Before entering upon large expense they desire to know whether these 
different channels of the Orinoco were open to all flags, and especially 
the American, aud whether that condition was likely to be permanent. 
The minister of foreign affairs replied, December 22, that by the execu­
tive decree of October 25, 1886, either domestic or foreign vessels were 
allowed to enter the Orinoco by any of its mouths. 

The shortest course for steamships proceeding from the United States 
is to pass westward of the island of Trinidad and enter the Orinoco by 
the Pedernales or Macareo channels. These channels, I am informed, 
admit vessels of a draft less than about 14 feet, and for vessels of that 
class are safer entrances than the Boco Grande. 

I have, etc., 
FRANK 0. PARTRIDGE. 

[Inclosure in No. 58.-Translation.] 

Joaquin Crespo, charge of the executive power of the United States of Venezuela, 
considering: 
1st. That the Government ought to favor commercial interests in the Republic by 

dictating efficacious measures to regulate mercantile enterprises and to prevent con­
traband; 

2d. That our immense maritime and fluvial littoral offers opportunities for contra­
band operations, to the positive prejudice of reputable commerce and the injury of 
the fiscal interests; 

3d. That there are many and repeatell denunciations and complaints against the 
contraband trade which exist in spite of the legal dispositions, through the different 
mouths of the Orinoco River an<l part of the coa,st of the Gulf of Giiiria. Decrees: 

ARTICLE 1. Vessels which have foreign commerce with Ciudad Bolivar may pass 
ouly through the Boca Grande (large mouth) of the Orinoco River, reserving the 
Macaceo and Pedernales channels for tho commerce of the coasting trade, and pro­
hibiting absolutely the navigation of the other cbannels of said river. 

AltT. 2. In order that the commerce of Ciudad Bolivar ma,y not suffer in its mer­
cantile operations, permission is gra.nted to the lines of steamers only at present ply­
ing through the Macareo and Pedernales channels, in consideration of the sailing 
conditions of their vessels, which do not permit them to navigate the Boca Grande, 
to continue doing so through the Macareo and Pedernales chnnnels nntil the 31st 
of December next, a term which the Government judges sufficient for the proprietors 
of said lines to modify their Yessels so as to adapt them to navigation conformably 
to the disposition of this decree. 

Awr. 3. The maritime custom house of Pedernales is discontinned, in the place 
of which, for the business of the coasting tracle, there is substituted a customs 
guard, dependent on the custom house of Uindad Bolivar. 

ART. 4-. The customs gnard of Manoa is transferre<.l to the port of Sucupana, 
which will continue to be dependent on the custom house of Ciudad Bolivar. 

ART. 5. The ministers of interior relations, of finance, and of war and marine are 
charged with the execution of this decree. 

GiYen, signed with my hand, sealed with the seal of the national executive 
and countersigned in the federal palace in Caracas, this 1st day of July, 1893, 
eighty-three years of the inde11endence and thirty-fifth of the federation. 

JOAQUIN CRESPO. 
Countersigned, 

The Minister of Interior Relations, 
FELICIANO ACEVEDO. 

Countersigned, 
The Minister of Finance, 

J. A. VELUTINI. 
Countersigned, . 

The Minister of vVar and Marine, 
R. GUERRA. 

- -· 
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Mr. Pc~rtridge to JJfr. Gresham. 

No. 59.) LEGA'l'ION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Caracas, July 12, 1893. (Received July 21.) 

SIR: With reference to my dispatch,. No. 55, of the 1st installt, I 
now have the hmwr to transmit herewith three copies of the constitu­
tion of the United States of Venezuela, adopted by the National Con­
stituent Assembly, June 12, and formally promulgated the 5th instant. 

This constitution is based upon the last one of April1U, 1891, which 
was the same as that of April 27, 1881, except as regards the power of 
amendment. The principal administrative changes are with respect to 
tlw executive. 

The president, instead of being elected by a federal council for a 
term of two years, is to be elected by a direct vote of the people for a 
term of four years. (Articles 63 aml 71.) If no one receives an absolute 
majority of all the votes cast, Congress, voting by states, is to elect one 
of the two candidates receiving the highest number of votes (Art. G5.) 
Instead of a federal council of 19 members the present constitution pro­
vides for a council of government of one member from each of the 9 
states. The concurrence of the council in the executive acts of the 
President is limited to the cases specified in articles 77 and 78. Tlle 
president of the council is vice-president of the Republic (Art. 70.) I 
append a translation of articles 5, 9, 10, 11, 12,141, 148, and 149, which 
are of international interest. 

Article 5 declares the law frf citizenship. Division (a), section 1, is 
the same as in the former const,itution, and adopts the rule of jus soU 
in its entirety, declaring every person born in the territory of Veneznela 
a Venezuelan, whatever may be the nationality of his parellts. Divis­
ion (a), section 2, and Division (b), section 1, followi11g the former con­
stitution, make children born abroad of a Venezuelan f~tther or mother 
Venezuelan citizens, provided they become domiciled in Venezuela and 
declare their desire to be such; but the two sections distinguish 
between children so born of a native Venezuelan parent and of a natu­
ralized Venezuelan parent, declaring the former native and the latter 
naturalized citizens. Division (a), section 3, simply declares the prin­
ciple of international law that a child born abroad of a Venuezuelan 
citizen in the diplomatic service is a native citizen. 

Division (b), sections 2 and 3, provide for the naturalization of for­
eigners, and like the last constitution distinguish between the forms 
required for natives of any of the Spanish American republics or of 
the Spanish Antilles and other foreigners. The last constitution 
(Article 6) provided that ''those who fix their domicile and acquire 
nationality in a foreign country do not lose the character of Vene­
zuelans." This declaration-against the right of expatriation has been 
omitted from the new constitution. 

Articles 9 to 12, inclusive, relate to the rights of foreigners in Vene­
zuela and the responsibility of the Government to them. Articles 9 
and 10 are the two declarations with respect to claims and diplomatic 
intervention approved by the International American Conference by a 
vote of 15 to 1, the United States voting negatively, and Hayti abstain­
ing from voting (Minutes of the Conference, pp. 807-811). Mr. Trescot., 
a delegate of the United States, in his minority report against these 
declarations, says that he can not interpret them "in any other sense 
than the entire and absolute denial of the right to diplomatic reclan~~­
tion between independent governments in vindication or protection of 
the rights of its chizells residing in foreign countries." (Minutes of the 
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Conference, p. 826.) If the necessity, therefore, should arise, 1 suppose 
that the Government of the United States would no more admit now 
than it would in 1888 that "its diplomatic intervention could be fore­
stalled by an internal legislative limitation of liability," or that such 
domestic legislation, and not the principles of international law, can 
determine the responsibility of governments to one another (Foreign 
Relations, 1888, p. 491). But the most remarkable provision is that of 
article 11, that "the Government of Venezuela will not make any kind 
of treaties with other nations unless they recognize the principles 
established in the two foregoing articles." This article, strictly inter­
preted, would, to say the least, restrict the treaty relations of Vene­
zuela with other countries within very narrow limits. 

On the 7th instant I had an interview with the minister of foreign 
affairs relative to the extradition negotiations. As pertinent thereto, 
but without reference to the medts of the foregoing article geuerally, I 
adverted to it, saying to him that I supposed Venezuela would notre­
fuse to make with the United States a treaty to which the principles 
formulated in articles 9 and 10 could have no applicability, but are 
wholly irrelevant, as, for example, the extradition treaty which we were 
negotiating, or a postal treaty. He assented to that view and said be 
thought it applicable rather to a general treaty, especially one giving 
foreigners the right to reside and do business in Venezuela. 

Article 141, requiring an arbitration clause in international treaties, 
follows substantially article 109 of the former constitution, but is now 
applicable to treaties generally, while before treaties of "commerce 
and amity" were specified. 

Article 148 is a copy of article 116 of the former constitution. 
Article 149, requiring a clause to be inserted in public contr.acts 

that any dispute with reference to the same should be decided by the 
tribunals of Venezuela, conformably to the laws of the Republic, and 
that such contracts shall in no case afford a ground for an interna­
tional reclamation, is new to this constitution, although it has been 
the usual practice for some time to insert such a clause in contracts. 

I have, etc., 
FRANK C. PARTRIDGE. 

[Inclosure in No. 5!J.~Tran~1ation.] 

Constitution of the United States of Venezuela. 

[Sanctioned by the National Constituent Assembly Juno 12, 1893.] 

ART. 5. Venezuelans are such by birth or by naturalization. 
(a) Venezuelans by birth are-
(1) All persons that have been or may be born on Venezuelan soil, whatever may 

be the nationality of their parents. . 
(2) The children of a Venezuelan father and mother by birth who may be born 

on foreign soil, provided that they come to the country to take up their domicile in 
it and declare before competent authority their desire to be such. 

(3) Legitimate chilllren that may be born on fordgn soil or at sea of a Venezuelan 
father temporarily residing or traveling in the exercise of a diplomatic mission or 
attached to a legation of the Republic. 

(b) Venezuelans by naturalization are-
(1) The children of a Venezuelan father or mother bynatnralization, born outside 

of the territory of the Republir, if they should come to take up their domicile in 
the country and declare their desire to be Venezuelnus. 

(2) Those born or that may be born in the Spanish-American Republics or in the 
Spanish Antilles, provided that they may have fixed their residence in the territory 
of tlle Republic and manifested their desire to be Venezuelans. 
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(3) Foreigners who have obtained a letter of naturalization or citizenship con­
formably to the law. 

ART. 9. Forejgne'rs are entitled to enjoy all the civil rights enjoyed by natives; and 
they shall be accorded a1l the benefits of said rights in all that is essential as well 
as in the form or procedure, aml the legal remedies incident thereto, absolutely in 
like manner as said natives. 

ART. 10. A nation has not, nor recognizes in favor of foreigner~".~, any other obHga­
tions or responsibilities than those which in favor of the natives are cl:ltaulished in 
like cases bv the constitution and the laws. 

ART. 11. The Govemment of Venezliela wlll not celebrate with other nations anv 
kind of treaties unless they recognize the principles established in the two forego­
ing articles. 

ART. 12. 'fhe law will determine the rights and dnties of foreigners not domiciled. 
An:r. 141. In international treaties- there shall be insertecl the clause that "all 

differences between the contracting parties shall be decided, without appeal to war, 
uy the arbitration of a friendly power or powers.'} 

ART. 148. The national executive will negotiate with the governments of America 
upon treaties of alliance or confederation. 

ART. 149. No contract of public interest celebrated by the National Government 
or by that of the States can be transferred, in whole or in part, to a foreign govern­
ment. In every contract of pnblic interest there shall be inserted the clause that 
"don bts and controversies that may arise reganling its meaning and execution shall 
be decided by the Venezuelan tribnna.ls and according to the laws of the l\,epublic, 
and in no case can such contracts ue a cause for international claims." 

Mr. Partridge to lllr. Gresham. 

No. 64.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Oara,cas, July 22, 1893. (Received August 1.) 

SIR: I have the honor to report that on the 7th instant, upon the 
petition of the general agents of the French Transatlantic Company, a 
decree was issued by this Government giving preference in facilities 
for loading and discharging cargo "to postal steamers, principally those 
which have postal agents on board named by the French Government." 
(C,opy and translation of decree inclosed.) As such a preference would 
work to the disadvantage of the steamers of the Red D Line, which are 
under contract to carry the mails between the United States and Vene­
zuela, their agent in this city made a representation with respect 
thereto to the minister ot war. To-day they have received a reply 
to the effect that a supplemeutary decree will be promptly issued put­
ting all mail steamers upon the same basis, and providing that they 
shall all be afforded port facilities in the order of their arrival. 

I have, etc., 
FRANK C. P AR'l'RIDGE. 

[Inclosure in No, 64. --Translation.] 

UNITEO STATES OF VENEZUELA, 
MINISTRY OF WAR AND MARINE, 

DIHECTION OF MARI~E, 
Camcas, Jul]f 7, 1893. 

Resolved, Having examined the petition which Messrs. C. Hellmnnd & Co., gen­
eral agents for Venezuela of tho General French Transatlantic Company, directs to 
this office, requesting of the Government a resolution by which the administrators 
of customs of the Republic, in their characters of captains of the port, may ue suf­
ficiently authorized, so that postal st.eamers, principally those which have postal 
agents on board named uy the French Government . may be able to load ancl t1iFcl.Jarge 
in the ports of their itinerar,r in Venezuela without any delay which wonld preju­
dice their passengers and commerce through lack of connection with the di1l'erent 
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steamers of the Pacific, which sail upon dates connected with the arrival of the 
potital steamers at Colon, and the cabinet considering tho jns~ice of the reasons 
adduced, the charge of the executive power of the Repn1lic has been lJlcased to 
accede to said petition. 

Let it be communicated and published. 
By the national executive, 

R. GummA. 

No. 66.] 

1Jf1·. Partridge to ll!fr. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF TilE UNITED S1'ATES, 
Caracas, !htly 25, 1893. (R.eceived August 10.) 

Sn~: With reference to my dispatch No. 64, of the 22<1 instant, rela­
ti vc to port facilities for mail steamers, I have now the honor to transmit 
a copy :-md translation of the decree therein referred to, which appeared 
in the Gazeta O:ficial of last evening. 

I have, etc., 
FRANK 0. P .ARTRIDGE. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 66.-Translation.] 

OFFICIAL GAZETTE, Jnly 24, 1893. 

UNITED STATES OF VENEZUELA, 
MINISTRY Ol!' vV AR AND MARINE, DIRECTION OF MARINE, 

Caracas, July 21, 1893. 
Resolved, Having considered in ca1inet the petition which Messrs. H. L. Bon1ton & 

Co., agents of the Americ:m Heel D Line of steamers, have addressed to this offiee, in 
which they request of the Government an equivalent resolution to that which this 
Ministry clictatecl1mder date of the 7th instant authorizing the administra~ors of 
the customs of the Republic, in their character of captains of "the port, to concede 
preference in the ports and wharves to postal steamers of the General French Trans­
atlantic Company of Venezuela for loading antl discharging cargo, and considering 
that the steamers of tlw Red D Line m·e under identical conditions, ·because they are 
also postal steamers subsiLlizecl for that purpose by the Government of the United 
States of North America., the charge of the executive power of the Republic has­
been pleased to accede to said petition, it having to be observed that in case of the 
arrival together of the mail steamers of these two companies that one shall take pri­
ority which first makes fast to the wharf. Let it 1e communicated and published. 

By the National Executive. 
R. GUJ£RHA. 

Mr. Aclee to llfr. Pctrtriclge. 

No. 48.) DEP.Al~TMENT OF STATE, 
Washington, July 26, 1893. 

SIR: I have read with interest the remarks contained in your No.5~, 
of the 12th instant, touching those provisions of the uew constitution 
of Venezuela, promulgated July 5tb, which have a bearing on interna­
tiona~ questions. 

The provision tbat all persons born on Venezuelan soil are citizens, 
whatever the nationality of their parents, is found in many Spanish­
American countries, being derived from the Spanish constitution of 
1812. (See Foreign Relations, 1880, p. 113.) It is in most cases either 
expressly or tacitly qualified by the necessary condition of being or 
remaining within the jurisdiction of the country of birth. The Vene-
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zuela,n proviSIOn may be assumed to mean that children so born of 
alien parents possess a dual nationality, and that while in Venezuela 
their Venezuelan m:t>tiouality prevails. In this light it is merely an 
CllUllCiation of an ObViOUS conflict of laws. 

The oue hundred and forty-ninth article, requiring the insertion in 
every contract of public interest of a clause providing that controversies 
thereunder shall be decided by the Venezuelan tribunals and according 
to the laws of the Hepublic, and that iu no case can such contract be a 
cause for internatioual elaims, is a gratifyiug guarantee that, by the 
organic statute, aliens may assert their contractual rights by suit 
ag<dnst the state or federal government. The inherent right of an alien 
to reeur to the diplomatic protection of his government in the event o~ 
a denial of justice could not be regarded as impaired were the resort 
thus offered to him withheld or rendered nugatory. 

Your general views regarding this class of questions appear to be, in 
the main, smmd. 

I am, ete. 

No. 50.] 

ALVEY A. ADEE, 
Acting Secreta.ry. 

llfr. Adee to JJ{r~ Partridge. 

DEPAR'I'l\'IENT OF STATE, 
Wash'ington, A1.t.g1tst 1, 1893. 

SIR: Referring to your No. 58, of the lOth ultimo, reporting- the 
decree of the Veuezuelan Government closing to conunerce all the 
months of the Orinoco Hiver except the Boca Grande, I inclose a copy 
of a letter dated the 29th ultimo from John H. Dialogue & Son, of 
Cmnden, N. J ., complaining that the decree will work hardship to 
them inasmuch as, acting on the assurances given by the Venezuelan 
minister of foreign relations to our legation in 1801 tllat all the mouths 
of the river were open to commerce, they built a vessel for the trade 
which is unfit to navigate the Boca Grande. 

You wi11 see whether a11ything can lJe properly done to remedy this 
apparent case of hardship. 

I am, &c., 
ALVEY A. ADEE. 

Acting Secretary. 

[Inclosure in No. 50.] 

· Mass1's. John H. Dialogue g· Son to Mr. Gtesham. 

CAMDEN, N. J., 
Jnly 29, 1893. [Received July 31.] 

DEAR Sm: We have your favor of 26th to hand, all of ·which is noted; in reply 
would state that we regret very much the action of the Venezuelan Government in 
the matter of the decree of July 1st, afT'ectillg the navigation of tlleOrinoco lliver; 
we ·would state, tllat tlle vessel in which we have taken such an interest aucl which 
we bnilt in our yaru, was built especially for the navigation of tlle Orinoco RiYer 
tllr"ngh the mouths adjncent to Port of Spain, and tlle vessel is utterly unfit to navi­
gate tJ1c principnl month, and there is no possible way of altering her to make her 
suitable for such navigat,ion; this steamer '\vas built with the nsrsnrnnce of tlw 
Veneznelan Government, that these months would be open to navigation !Jy American 
vessels, contained in the Department's letter of January 11th, to you, copy of which 
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has been sent us. We trust you will use the offices of your Department to have the 
Venezuelan Government modify this order, at least to the extent of permitting 
American vessels already built to naYigate the bayous adjacent to Port of Spain, 
as in the eveut of this tlecree being· fully enforced after December 31st there wHl be 
mnch loss conneded with the building of this steamer, as it is practically impo~:~­
sible to take her from the trade in which she is engaged. 

V cry respectfully, 

No. 57.] 

JOHN H. DIALOGUE & SON, 

Mr. Gresham to Mr. Partridge. 

DEPARTMENT OF STA'tE, 
Washington, A'll{Jttst 24, 1893. 

SIR: I inclose extracts from a dispatch, No. 137, of the lOth instant, 
addressed to the Department by Mr. Philip C. Hanna, United States 
consul at La Guayra, concerniug the difficulties experienced by Amer­
ican merchant ships, in vjew of the Venezuelan law which requires 
that all ships' papers shall be deposited with the customs officials of 
that Government. 

The instructions heretofore sent to your legation during the pro­
tracted diReussion of this important question are believed to be suffi­
cient for your guidance. 

It is sincerely hoped, however, that Mr. Hanna's anticipation ·of a 
more favorable disposition in dealing with tlw matter at the present 
time will prove to be well grounded. 

I am, etc., 
W. Q. GRESHAM. 

[Inclosure in No. 57.-Extract.] 

JJ£1·. Ha1111Ct to Mr. Quincy. 

No. 137.] CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 
La Guayra., A ,ug?tst 10, 1893. (Received August 19.) 

Sm: I have the honor to call your attention to a matter which I deem of very great 
importance to our commercial relation with Venezuela. There is a Venezuelan law 
requiring that tho masters of all ships, foreign as well as local, deposit with the 
collector of customs, on their arrival at a Venezuelan port, the original register, the 
manifef>t, the crew list, and all ship's papers of importance. Paragraph 150 of con­
sular regulations requires that these papers of American vessels be deposited with 
the consular officer at each port which the vessel enters. But in Venezuela no 
American cousnl has possession of the papers of any ship and never bas an opportu­
nity to see such pa11ers nutil tl1e custom-house ofiicinls l1ave cleared the ship and 
delivered the papers to the captain. This custom of Veuezuelau authorities always 
has been a source of very great annoyance to our ships as well as to the consuls. It 
is a common occurrence for the custom-house here to lose some of the ship's papers, 
and in some cases the "register" has been lost. I think that eleven times since I 
have been consul in La Guayra American masters have complained to me of the 
Venezuelan officials having lost some of tlwir "ship's papers." 

Another remarkable fact connected with this subject is that nearly aU the trouble 
we had in Venezuela over our merchant vessels during the late revolution grew out 
of the fact that Venezuelan officials helll the papers belonging to our ships, or that 
they demanded them even when there was no regularly organized Government to 
deliver them to. There was trouble over the papers of almost every merchant ship 
leaving this port during the latter part of the revolutionary period~ all caused by 
having to deposit our ships' papers in the hands of a foreign Government who were 
at war among themselves, and who made all the trouble they could to foreigners. 
These people often delayed our ships, which carry the mails, for hours, in order to 
allow Wl11e of their friends to escape from the country, in spite of the prot~st of 
captains and consul. I refer you to a Rerious case, tl1at of the American steamship 
Venezuela, in port at La Guayra on or abont the 22d day of September last. lt 
became necessary to ask assistance of lj}lO United States naval fleet then in port. 
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The Mijares case, concerning which the newspapers of the United States ancl 
Europe hacl so much to say, came near being a much more serious case than what it 
was. I devoted my dispatch No. 108 to the subject of Mijares and the steamship 
Philadelphia. 

I hope, now that this country is in a peaceable state, that the Government of the 
United States will see fit to enter into some satisfactory treaty providing for the 
deposit of the papers of our merchant vessels in the bands of our consuls. Unless 
some remedy is provided in time of peace we may expect renewed trouble with our 
ships in Venezuelan ports just as soon as the next revolution gets well under way. 
Foreign merchants are of the opinion that there will be revolutionary trouble here 
before many months, and I shall not be surprised if this country sees another war in 
less than a year. I believe there now exists with the present Venezuelan Govern­
ment a most friendly feeling toward the United States, and that something might 
be done now satisfactory to our commerce and shipping interest. 

I have, ~tc., 

No_. 93.] 

PHILIP c. HANNA, 
Consul. 

Mr. Partridge to Mr. Gresham. 

[Extract.] 

LEG..A.1'ION OF THE GNITED STATES, 
Caracas, October 10, 1893. (Received October 20.) 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your instruction 
No. 57, of August 24, with respect to the Venezuelan practice of 
requiring all ships' papers to be deposited with the customs officials 
of the port. A few llays since I had a conference with the minister 
of foreign affairs and Dr. Seijas, the legal adviser of the ministry. 

The matter was new to Senor Rojas, but Dr. Seijas was minister 
of foreign affairs during the negotiations had by Mr. Baker in 1881 
to 1884, and was thoroughly conversant with the question. He said 
that as minister he had once recommended the desired change, and had 
appeared before a committee of Congress in support of the same. 
· The reasons for the change were fully presented by Mr. Baker, Mr. 

Scott, and Mr. Scruggs, and the correspondence shows that they were 
tacitly admitted. Nor are the minister and Dr. Seijas disposed now to 
dispute the merits of our request. As the present practice, however, is 
established by law (Art. 44, Cap.11, Ley XVI, Codigo de Hacienda; see 
p. 236, Tom. XI, Recopilaci6n de Leyes y Decretos de Venezuela), they 
say it can only be changed by Congress. They were disposed to assent 
to my request that the matter should be urged again upon the attention 
of Congress at its next session in February. In the meantime nothing 
can be accomplished. 

I have not attempted to present the matter formally or in detail, as 
that can be done much more effectively nearer the time of the meeting 
of the Congress. It can then take such form as further conferences 
with the minister and Dr. Seijas may suggest to be most useful. 

I have, etc., 

No. 97.] 

FRANK 0. PARTRIDGE. 

Mr. Partridge to Mr. Gresham. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Caracas, October 18, 1893. (Received October 30.) 

SIR: With reference to the case of John H. Dialogue & Son., 
agents for Mr. E. Lee growing out of the closure to foreign commerce 
of all of the mouths of the Orinoco River except the Boca Grande, I 

FB-47 
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have the honor to report that under date of the 30th of that month, 
I received a letter from Mr. Lee regarding his American citizenship 
and his ownership of the vessel in question, a copy of the pertinent 
part of which I inclose. 

On August 16 I gave to the minister of foreign affairs informally, in 
deferenee to his suggestion, a memorandum, a copy of which is also 
inclosed. 

I have inquired of him several times concerning the matter, but have 
received no satisfactory reply. On the 14th instant, therefore, I ad­
dressed him a formal note as per coyy inclosed. Roping that my 
action will meet with your approval, 

I have, etc., 
FRANK 0. P .A.RTRIDGE. 

[Inclosure 1 in No. 97.] 

Mr. Lee to Mr. Partridge. 

TRINIDAD, .Au.g?tst 30, 1893. 
SIR: I have your favor of the 23d instant, and in reply, I herewith inclose certifi­

cate of the U. S. consul at this port, which I trust will be found a satisfactory reply 
to most of your inquiries; but I ·will state further in reply to your questions of 
citizenship, that you will doubtless find evidm1cc in the legation that I was U. S. 
consul at Guayaquil in the years 1867 to 1868, and that yon will also find, in the 
archives of the legation, copies of the correspondence between the State Depart­
ment and Maj. Scott (one of your predecessors) evidence to the same effect. 
If the above is not sufficient please notify me, and further shall be forthcoming. 

The consular certificate will state that I am sole owner of the Delta. John H. Dia­
logue & Son are the contractors who built the vessel for me, and have acted and are 
still acting as my ageuts in the United States in matters connected with my steam­
boat interests in Venezuela. In regard to the progress in construction of the Delta, 
the vessel is now afloat, the boilers aml most of the machinery are on hoard, the 
upper decks are now well advanced, and if there was probability of getting soon to 
work, the finishing strokes would not he far off. 

The consular certificate gives the tonnage of the vessel as taken by the proper 
authorities in Philadelphia. The length is 160 feet, beam 40 feet, and depth of hold 
9 feet. She is a stern wheeler, and although well able to navigate the waters of the 
Gulf of Pari a, it would be dangerous to send her to the high seas. 

Yours, eto., 
E. LEE. 

[Inclosure 2 in No. 97.] 

Certificate of Consul Pim·ce, 

CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
Trinidad, West Indies. 

I, the undersigned, William P. Pierce, consul of the United States of America at 
Trinidad, hereby certify upon satisfactory proof produced to me that the vessel called 
t.he Delta now lying in Port of Spain, Trinidad, was in whole or part constructed 
at the shipyard of John H. Dialog-ue & Son, shipbuilders at Camden, State of New 
Jersey, United States; aml according to hill of lading produced at this consulate 
and found to be genuine was subsequently shipped by E. Lee in pieces to Trinidad, 
where it has been built or reconstructed by the said E. Lee and his agents. 

I further certify that a receipted account rendered against the said E. Lee and 
signed by the said John H. Dialogue & Son, the genuineness of which paper I do not 
doubt, has been prodvced to me at this consulate awl the items of the account satis­
factorily show that the said John H. Dialogue & Sou acted under contract as the 
agents of said E. Lee in manufacturing or obtaining the said material out of which 
the said Delta has been built. 

I further certify that according to au official certificate of admeasurement produced 
to me and the genuineness of which I do not doubt, dated at the "District of Phila-
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delphia, port of Philadelphia, March 9, 1893," and signed "John J. Franklin, 
"deputy surveyor," the said vessel is described in part as a stern-wheel steamer 
with one deck and no masts, gross tonnage ( 466.07) four hundred and sixty-six and 
Ttlr tons, and net tonnage (322.33) three hundred and twenty-two and ·130\- tons. 

I further certify that the sa,id E. Lee is a citizen of the United States of America. 
Given under my hand and the seal of this consulate the lOth day of August, in the 

year one thousand eight hundred and ninety-three. 

[Seal of consulate.] 
WILLIAM P. PIERCE, 

Consul . 

. CONSULATE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 
l'rinidad, West Indies, August 29, 1893. 

This is to certify that the foregoing is a true and genuine Gopy of a certificate as 
recorded at this consulate, and which was duly executed and granted under my 
official senl and signature substat1tially as provided for by paragraph 313 of the U.S. 
Consul:Lr Regulations. 

Given under my hancl and the seal of this consulate the day and year hereof. 
[Seal of consulate.) WILLIAM P. PIERCE, 

U. S. Consul. 

[Inclosure 3 inN o. !l7.] 

PRO MEMORIA. 

November 21, 1892, Mr. Scruggs sent his excellency Dr. Rojas a copy of a letter 
l'rom John H; Dialogue & Son, of Camden, N.J., who contemplated building vessels 
for tl'ansportation 1mrposes between the Unitefl States and Ciudad Bolivar. They 
desire to navigate the bayous of the Orinoco River, and before entering upon large 
expense they wished to know whether those bayous, as well as the main channel, 
were open to all flags, and especially the American, and whether the condition woultl 
likely be permanent. Mr. Scruggs therefore asked to be officially informed upon the 
subject. 

His excellency Dr. Rojas replied on the 22d of December, 1892, to the effect that 
foreign vessels 'bound for Ciudad Bolivar were aUowed to enter the Orinoco River 
by any of the mouths and return likewise by any of them. 

This assurance was communicat.ed to the Department of State at Washington, 
December 24, 1892, and by it to John H. Dialogue & Son, January 11, 1893. 

On the 1st of July, 1893, the Government of Venezuela issued a decree closing the 
mouths of the Orinoco to foreign commerce except the Boca Grande, and reserving 
the Padernales and Macareo channels for the coasting trade. 

It now appears from a letter of John H. Dialogue&. Son, dated July 29last, that, 
acting upon the assurance of the Venezuelan Government, they have built a vessel 
"especially for the navigation of the Orinoco River through the months adjacent to 
Port of Spain; that the vessel is utterly unfit to navjgate the principal mouth, and 
that there is no possible way of altering her to make her suitable for such naviga­
tion." The decree in question recognizes the fact that vessels adapted to the navi­
gation of the lesser mouths would not be suitable for the navigation of the Boca 
Grande. 

The preliminary inquiry of Dialogue & Son evidences their good faith in the mat­
ter. The assurance given them was definite, and they, relying upon it, have under­
taken large expense. The circumstances seem to suggest that ·unJesR some way can 
be found to relieve this particular ship from the operation of the decree of July 1, 
great damage would unjustly be done her owners. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Ca1·acas, August 16, 1893. 

[Inclosure 4 in N·o. 97.] 

Mr. Partridge to Senm· Rojas. 

FRANK C. PARTRIDGE. 

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Ca1·acas, Octobe1· 14, 1899. 

Mr. MINISTER: Referring to our previous conversations with respect thereto, per­
mit me to again call your attention to the memorandum which I sent you, August 
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16, relative to the case of John H. Dialogue & Son, agents for Mr. E. Lee. For your 
convenience I inclose another copy of the memorandum. 

I would add that the Delta, the vessel in question, is a stern-wheel steamer, with 
one deck and no masts, about 160 feet long, 40 feet beam, and 9 feet depth of hold. 
Her gross tonnage is 466.07 tons, and her net tonnage 322.33 tons. Being unfit for 
ocean travel, she was shipped in pieces from the shipyards of Dialogue & Son, at 
Camden, State of New Jersey, United States of America, to Trinidad, where she has 
been reconstructed by her owner, Mr. Lee. According to my advices of the last of 
August, the vessel was afloat, the boilers and most of the machinery were on board, 
and the upper deck well advanced. She is intended for service between Trinidad 
and Ciudad Bolivar, and is capable of navigating the gulf·of Paria, in order to enter 
the Padernales and the Macareo mouths, but not of navigating the high seas, as 
would he necessary to enter the Boca Grande. Nor could she be adapted to, or sold 
for, some other trade, as she can not be sent across the seas. 

Briefly, the case stands thus: A citizen of the United States desiring to construct 
some vessel for the navigation of the Orinoco River to Ciudad Bolivar, and familiar 
with the widely different necessities of a vessel suited to the navigation of the 
lesser mouths and the navigation of the Boca Grande, frankly stated his purpose 
to his "Government, through his agents, and that he did not desire to undertake the 
necessary expense involved without assurance that the navigation of t,helesser mouths 
would be permitted." The Government of the United States thereupon, through 
this legation, formally inquired with respect thereto of the Government of Vene­
zuela, and received through the medium of your excellency the desired assurance. 
This information was communicated to the agents of the owner and he, relying upon 
it, has undertaken large expense~ which the decree of July 1, unless modified at least 
with respect to the Delta, will render practically valueless. 

Upon a mere statement of the facts I submit to your excellency whether common 
justice and good faith does not require the Government of Venezuela to permit the 
Delta to navigate the lesser mouths or else to save her owner harmless in some other 
way' The form which the relief is to take must Q.etermine the present course which 
it is best for Mr. Lee to pursue in regard to his vessel. As it is, he is left wholly in 
doubt. I therefore earnestly renew my request that your excellency will inform me 
what the purpose of the Government of Venezuela is in the premises. 

I avail myself, etc., 
FRANK C. P .A.RTRIDGE. 

JJ[r. Partridge to Mr. Gresham. 

No.109.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Caracas, December 27, 1893. (Received January 6, 1894.) 

SIR: With reference to my dispatch, No. 97, of the 18th of October 
last, I have the honor to inform you that since then I have had several 
informal conferences with the minister of foreign affairs relative to 
the case of J. H. Dialogue & Son, agents for Mr. E. Lee, arising out of 
the closure to foreign commerce of the lesser mouths of the Orinoco 
River. The matter has lately been under consideration by the cabinet, 
and during a conversation with Senor Rq.ias at the ministry yester­
day be said to me that be expected that the case would be satisfactorily 
settled within two or three weeks by a revocation of the decree of July 1. 
This is the disposition of it most to be desired, and the one which in 
our conferences I have urged upon the minister, in so far as I could 
with propriety, as the best course for Venezuela, irrespective of foreign 
interests. I am convinced that the decree instead of preventing con­
traband would increase the opportunities for it. 

I have, etc., 
FRANK 0. PARTRIDGE. 
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