





SALE OF LANDS OF FLATHEAD INDIANS. 3

It is to these 51 patents that the present bill relates.

The Indians to whom these patents were issned belong to Charlot’s band of Flat-
heads

1 will state that it has long been felt that the best interests of the Indians of the
Bitter Root Valley, patentees and others, demand their removal to the Jocko Res-
ervation, and repeated effort has been made to secure their consent and peaceable
removal thither. Some of those to whoin the patents in question were issued have
removed and settled on said reservation and others are dead. From a schednle pre-
pared by the agent in 1385 it appears that up to that time 17 of the patentees had
died and 8 had removed to the reservation.

I'rom his annual report for 1837 it wonld appear that there are still remaining in
the Bitter Root Valley 273 Indians, including the remaining vpatentees, all of Char-
lot’s band.

A subcommittee of a special committec of the Senate, appointed to visit the Indian
tribes in northern Montana, visited these Indians in the fall of 1833, and a snceinct
history of their ease may be found in the report submitted by them to the chairman
of the committee (pp. XIII to XXIV, Senate Report No. 283, IForty-eighth Congress,
first session).

I quote the following from their report, as showing the desirability, as viewed by
them at that time, of removing Charlot’s band from the Bitter Root Valley :

“In any event, deeply as we sympathize with these Indians and deplore the man-
ner in which Charlot has been treated, we are satistied that the welfare of both the
whites and Indians in the Bitter Root Valley absolutely demands tlie removal of the
latter to the Jocko Reservation. Their presence in the Bitter Root Valley is a con-
tinual source of danger and disquiet. The titles to land are unsettled, and improve-
ment is stopped by reason of the uncertainty existing in regard to the ulrimate de-
cision of the questions growing out of the present state of affairs. The Bitter Root
Valley is no place for them. Their condition is becoming more desperate every year,
and the few who have accumulated property are daily becoming poorer from their
established usage of never refusing to feed those who are hungry. It the neces-
sity should at Jast come for removing them by force, it should be done firmly but
gently, and as Charlot and his band have received nothing out of the $50,000 paid to
Arlee and those who went with him, Congress shonld appropriate such an amount
as will provide them on the reservation with houses, grain, and cattle, as stipulated
in the treaty of 1855 and the Gartield agreement.”

In his annual report for 1337, Agent Ronap, of the Flathead Agency (Jocko Reser-
vation), referring to Charlot’s band, says:

“The original families of Bitter Root Flatheads of this band who removed to this
reservation, and who were furnished with fenced fields, seed, houses, cows, and agri-
cultural implements, provisions, ete., may now be said to be self-supporting. Conld
they be induced or forced to give up their drinking or gambling habits they wonld
soon be in comfortable circumstances. As the censns shows, several other families
of this band removed from the Bitter Root Valley and are living here, but have not
been provided with houses, fenced ficlds, ete., as were the other famnilies who pre-
viously removed. It is certain that nearly every family of Bitter Root Flatheads
wonld remove to the reservation if they were offered the encouragement of the first
families who preceded them to the reservation and the privilege of selling their land
there. Those who choose to remain should be made to understand that they need
loolk no further for Government aid; that they arc amenable to the laws of the coun-
try and to taxation in common with their white neighbors who are struggling
around them to acquire homes amd independence.”

In a more recent special report he states that thirty-two families have removed
from the valley and settled on the reservation, and that other families have signified
their willingness to remove as soon as they shall be gnarantied the same assistance
that has been furnished those already removed. Report to this office dated Jannary
23, 1883,

I'will add that it is my intention to instruct the agent that he may promise assist-
ance to all those who will remove and take up their residence on the reservation to
such extent as the funds estimated for the coming fiscal year for the support, etc., of
Charlot’sband will allow. This will be done on the strength of my estimate, which 1
have no doubt will be appropriated.

I think it desirable that all of Charlot’s band should go to the Flathead reservation,
and it is believed that in time all will finally find their way there.

No new aunthority is required for their removal, except possibly in the case of the
Indians to whom the patents were issued under the act of June 3, 1872, and the bill
under consideration anthorizes their removal upon the sale of their lands (sec. 6).

Inasmuch as some of the original patentees are dead, the first section of the bill
should be amended as follows :

‘In line 10, after the last syllable of the word ‘ Montana,’ and before the word ‘be,’
insert the words ‘or the heirs at law of such Indians.””







