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PERMANENT .AND INDEFINITE .APPROPRIATIONS. 

LETTER 
FROM 

TH.E SECRETARY OF TH~E TREASURY, 
CONCERNING 

House billl985, to repeal certain laws relat,ing to permiiLnent and indefinite 
appropriations. 

APRIL 26, 1888.-Referred to the Committee on Appropriations and onlered to ba 
printed. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
April 19, 1888. 

SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of a communication 
from the clerk of the House Committee on Appropriations inclosing copy 
of H. R. 1985, ''to repeal certain laws relating to permanent and. indefi. 
nite appropriations," in which I am asked to inform the committee as to 
the advisability of its passage into a law; an<l also to furnish state
ments showing by titles what laws making permanent and indefinite 
appropriations will IJe repealed by the bill, and those of the same class 
which will not be repealed under its exceptions, together with state
ments showing the expenditures from both classes of appropriations, 
the expenditures under excepted classes of Indian appropriation£, and 
the total expenditures under permaneut an<l indefinite appropriations 
for the years 1886 and 1887. 

In reply thereto I transmit herewith the reports of the several ac
counting officers upon the bill in question, an<l tlle statements of ex
penditures called for. 

Tile atte11tion of the committee is called to the report made by the 
Treasury Department upon this subject on the 23d of February, 1886, 
anti printed as House Miscellaneous Document No. 128, Forty-ninth 
Cougress, first session. 

Respectfully, ;yours, 
HUGH S. THOMPSON, 

Acting Secretary. 
Ron. SAMUEL J. RANDALL, 

Chairman Committee on Appropriations, House of Representatives. 
H. lUis. 6-8 
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TREASURY DEP ARTliEN'l', 
0Fll,WE OF CoMMIS~IONER OF Ous'l.'oMs, 

lVa~hington City, D. 0., Febt·uary 24, 1888. , 
SIR: I :Uave examined the copy of House bill1985, introduced by 1\Ir. 

Randall in tLe House of Hepresentatives Janua1y 4, 1888, entitled ''A 
bill to repeal certam laws rdating to permanent and indefinite appro
priations," which was referred to me by Assistant Secretary Thompson 
tor cousideratiou and report. 

'rhe bill is sHuilar to House bill3271 of the Forty-ninth Oongrees, upon 
which uty views were given in letter of February 9, 1886 (Mis. Doc. No. 
128, ll. H., p. 6), to which I beg leave to refer. 

Tl.le bill proposes to repeal a number of important permanent appro
priations. From t:Uis I wfer tl.lat tl1e framer of it faYors the doctrine 
tl.lat all appropriations should be annual and specific. The exceptions 
in the bill, l.lowevt-r, seem to ednce that t:Uis purpose is not immediately 
practicable. If tl.len it be the intention to approach that object with 
as little confusion as possible, it seems to me tllat the permanent appro
priations to be loppt>d off in detail should be specified, so that the re
quisite attention and cousideration may be gi,·en to them st-parate1y 
witl.lout distr<lcti• n. 

My views upon this are possibly not required by the terms of your 
reference, and l submit them with deference to tLe superior wisdom 
and expel'lence of the Rt-presentatives who llaYe to decide what sys
tems of appropriation are best for tLe welfare of Government. 

Upon tlle geueral question whether the appropriations should be per
manent or annual specific, there is perhaps almost unanimity of opinion 
that in theory, at least, they should be annual. 'l'his presupposes, how
ever, that the estimates would be properly made, and that. Congress 
would pass the bills prior to the beginning of ever.v fiscal year. And 
the presumption is that this would be done, whatever care and labor it 
might involve. But as in practice experience has shown that the bills 
have not been so passed, it has been deemeu wise to make some per
manent appropriations. 

Such appropriations should be permanent, I think, as are actually 
nece~sary to carry on the operations of the Government, and by the 
delay in the passage of which, even for a brief period, the machinery 
would become deranged or crippled. 

By section 3617, Hevised Statutes: the gross amount of all moneys 
received from all sources, except the Po~t-Office Department, is re
quired to be paid into the Treasury ''without any abatement or deduc
tion on account of salary, fees, costs, charges, expenses, or claims of any 
description whatever." 

This bei11g tLe case, it appears to be just that the actual expenses of 
collection should be promptly appropriated without fail. 

The true ohje(·tion to section 3687 of tile Revised Statutes, which tl.le 
bill H. lt. IU8.3 pr0poses to repeal is, I tLink, not because it is a perma
nent appropriation, but that it is uncertain a,ll(l inadequate in its amount. 

The revenue mentioned in t:Uat section arising from fines, penalties, 
and forfeitnres is variable with every year, and is inconsiderable as 
compar(~d with the money spPcifically appropriated by that section. It 
cau~es trouble, perhaps, by its inconstancy, and tends to mislead by 
giving ri~e to a supposition that any deficiency from the money clause 
will be made up from the items mentioned. 

I admit that an annual specitic appropriation for the expenses of col
lecting the revenue from customs would be more desirable than that pro-
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Yided by section 3687 Revised Statutes, but in view of all circumstances 
a permanent annual appropriation for that purpose would be preferable. 

One difficulty in determining the amounts actually required for ex
penses arises from the different methods of paying the salaries of col
lectors. This difficulty would also exiRt in making estimates for the 
annual appropriations. The only way to a void it is to pay the collectors 
regular fixed salaries, without any other allowance. 

Respectfnlty, yours, 

The SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY. 

JOHN S. MCCALl\-IONT, 
Commissioner of Customs. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
FIRS1.' AUDITOR'S OFFICE, 

Washington, D. 0., Mmrch 6, 1888. 
SIR: In compliance with your request for a report on the bill (H. R. 

No. 1985) entitled "A bill to repeal certain laws relating to permanent 
and indefinite appropriations," I have the honor to refer you to the 
views of the Acting First Auditor, dated February 12, 1886, page 8, 
.1\liscellaneous Document No. 128, Forty-ninth Congress, first session, 
beiug the report of this office on bill H. H. 3271, which was similar in 
mauy respects to the present bill. The views expressed in said report 
are still entertained by this office concerning the subject of permanent 
and indefinite appropriations. In addition to said report, I desire to 
add" that, in my judgment, it would be more satisfactory and less liable 
to misunderstanding and confusion if the bill named specifically the 
laws intended to be repealed instead of those not intended to be re
pealed. 

llespectfully, yours, 

Hon. C. S. FAIRCHILD, 

JAS. Q. CHENOWETH, 
First Auditor. 

Secretary of the Treasury. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
SECOND AUDITOR'S OFFICE, 

Washington, D. 0., February 16, 1888. 
SIR: Rouse bill No. 1985, Fiftieth Congress, first session, "to re

peal certain laws relating to permanent and indefinite appropriations,'' 
referred to me for consideration and report, is respectfully returned 
with the following remarks: 

The hill provides that all laws heretofore made for the appropriation 
of moneys from the general Treasury for permanent Rpecitic and per
manent indefinite objects shall, with certain exceptions. be repealed 
after June 30, 1881, and that annual estimates shall be submitted to 
Congress of amounts required for expenditure under appropriations 
affected by the bill. As it would appear that the proposed repeal is 
intended to apply not to the laws themselves, but only to such parts of 
the laws as make permanent and indefinite appropriations, I suggest 
a modification in the phraseology of section 1 of the bill, so that its true 
intent shall be unmistakable. I also submit t!:w following amendment: 
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(1) In line 23, after the word "Home," insert the words" including interest on the 
permanent fund of said Home," (See section 8, act of March 3, 1883; 22 Stats., 565.) 

(2) In line 27, after the word "eighty," insert the words "including interest on 
said trust funds." This amendment is suggested by the fact that, as a rule, Indian 
trust funds are not disbursed, only the interest on said funds appropriated semi-annu
ally bein,g subject to draft. 

(:~) In line 29, sbonld not the year be "1887," instead of "1881"' 
( 4) In section 2, line 8, after the word "debt" insert the words "and for fulfilling 

treaty stipnlatious and agreements with Indian tribes." The appropriations made 
annually by Congress to carry ont certain treaty stipulations with Indian tribes have 
always been held to be permanPnt in their nature. If a limitation as to time be 
placed upon the expenditure of snch appropriations a' are embraced in the Digest 
of Appropriations for Hl8tl, pages 179 to 183, under the caption of ''Fulfilling treaties," 
moneys that unquestionably belong to the Indians might be carried to the surplus 
fnnd. 

With these modifications, "the bill commends itself t.o the approval of this office. 
Respectfully yours, 

WILUAM. A. DAY, 
.Auditm·. 

The SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
FOURTH AUDITOR'S OFFICE, 

Washington, D. 0., Feb'i·uary 18, 1888. 
SIR : I have the honor to return herewith House bill No. 1985, re

ferred by you on the 8th instant, and in answer to your request for my 
views I bave to state tba.t there are, in my opinion, a few permanent 
appropriations under the Navy Department which should be excepted 
from the proposed operation of the bill. • 

Prize-money to captors is not strictly an appropriation; it is a fund 
arising from the proceeds of vessels condemned and sold as prize prop
erty, vested in captors. It is a trust fund, and should be excepted as 
well as the Navy pension fund, which is excepted in terms in the bill. 

"Bounty for destruction of enemys' vessels" is an appropriation made 
by Congress upon decrees of admiralty courts. It is in the nature of 
prize money. The appropriation now is exhausted except that specially 
appropriated in act of July 7, 1884, for the payment of a certain fixed 
sum under judgment of a court of admiralty. 

This appropriation I suggest be excepted. I am also of the opinion 
the appropriation made by section 288, Revised Statutes, to re-imburse 
men of the Navy for the loss of their clothing by wreck should be ex-· 
cepted. It does not create an appropriation to await expenditures; it 
provides only for the prompt payment of. each case as it is allowed by 
the accounting officers, and if repealed it would work great injustice 
without any apparent advantage to tl.Je Government. 

''Pay of the Navy" and "Pas of the Marine Corps" were, for what 
seemed good and sufficient reasons, excepted from the operation of sec
tion 5 of act of June 20, 1874 (Statutes at Large, vol. 18, page 110), and 
up to J nne 30, 1886, were recognized as continuous appropriations. 

The act of July 26.1886, makes them annual appropriations, but also 
provides tlJat the balance in ~aid appropriations shall be covered into 
the Treasury after all accmtnts for said year have been settled, which 
would necessarily carry it beyond the two years' limit provided for in 
the bill. 

Under the present system of paying the .Navy, which it is believed 
is held to be necessary to the discipline of the service, the men are not 
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paid as the money accrues; they receive small arbitrary sums, and the 
balance due and unpaid at the end of one fiscal ;rear merges into the 
earnings of the next. 

In my opinion these appropriations should also be excepted from the 
proposed operation of the bill. 

Very respectfully, 

Hon. C. S. FAIR CHILD, 

L. N. BUFORD, 
Acting Auditor. 

Secretary of the Treasury, Washington, D. 0. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
FIFTH AUDITOR'S OFFICE, 

Washington, D. C., Febnta1·y 17, 1888. 
SIR: In regard to the proposed bill ''to repeal certain laws relating 

to permanent and indefinite appropriations," referred to this office the 
14th instant for consideration aud report, I have the honor to state that 
I do not think its passage into a law in its present form would be ad
visable. While there are some appropriations of the character named 
which it would be well to change into annual appropriations, there are 
others relating to the busiuess of this office, not excepted in the bill, 
for which it would be impracticable to estimnte. 

And as for the reduction of the time for which appropriations mny be 
avaihtble, which the bill contemplates, the experience of this office goes 
to show that the present limit affords no more time than is often neces
sary for the periliction of accounts received from long distances abroad. 

A re-adjustment of the dates in the closing provision of the first sec
tion would of course be necessary in case the bill should now become a 
law. 

Respectfully, yours, 
AN'I.'H. EICKHOFF, 

Fifth A ltditor. 
Hon. HUGH S. THOMPSON, 

Assistant Secreta.ry of the Treasu.ry. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
SECOND COMPTROLLER'S OFFICE, 

Washington, D. 0., Febntary 27, 1888. 
SIR: In compliance with the indorsement of the Assistant Secretary, 

dated February 14, 1888, referring to the Second Comptroller for his 
views the inclosed lettPr of the clerk of the Committee on Appropria
tions, House of Representat.ives, dated February 8, 1888, with copy of 
bill accompanying (H. R. 1985), I beg leave to say that I have caused 
such bill to be referred to the respective chiefs of divisions in this office, 
with a request that they report to me the provisions of existing laws 
which would be repealed thereby, and the manner in which it would 
affect the examinntion ancl payment of claims and accounts of which 
this office has jurisdiction. Annexed hereto are the SP.veral reports of 
these chiefs of divisions, which I have carefully examined, and which, 
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in my judgment, very fully and clearly ~:~et forth the results which the 
passage of the proposed l>ill would accomplish. 

Very respectfully, 
SIGOURNEY BUTLER, 

Comptroller. 
Bon. CHARLES S. F .A.IRCHILD, 

Secreta.'ry of the Treasury. 

TREASURY DEPART:\IENT, SECOND COMPTROLLER'S OFFICE, 
ARMY BACK-PAY AND BOUNTY DIVISION, 

Washiugton, D. C., Febntary 25, 1888. 
Sm: Referring to House bill No. 1985, entitled "A bill to repeal certain Jaws ro

latiug to perma.ueut a.nd indefinite appropriations," I have the honor to report that 
the ouly appropria.tions covered by the bill which are still available and with 
which this division is coucerned are: 

(1)For extra pay to officers and men who served in the Mexican war (acts of July 
1~, 1t34t:!, and February 19, 18i9). 

(2) For three months' extra pay proper (act of July 3, 1881). 
And that the amounts annualJy allowed and certified under these appropriations 

are insignificant. 
I assume that bounty to certain Missouri regiments under appropriation in act of 

Jnna 1G, 1tl80, is excepted in line 20 of the bill; and that current appropriations for 
pay, etc., of the Army, 1886, 1887, and 1888 do not come withiu the bill. If, however, 
tl1ese latter appropriations are covered by the bill, it is impossible to estimate the 
amount or number of claims affected, on accouct of confusion in dates in the twenty
ninth a.nd thirty-second lines of the bill-evidently clerical or typographical errors. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Hon. SIGOURNEY BuTLER, 
Secottd Comptroller. 

W. P. MONTAGUE, 
Chief of Army Back-Pay and Bounty Division. 

TlmASURY DEPARTMENT, SECOND COMPTROLLER's OFFICE, 
ARMY P A YMASTJmS' DIVISION, 

Washington, D. C. Februm·y ~5, 1888. 
SIR: Having exa.rniued bill H. R. No. 1985, I have the honor to report that the ap

propriations pertaining to the work of this division that would be affected thereby, 
should it become a law, would be those pr~viding for the support of the Soldiers' 
Howe It would repeal the act of March 3, 1857 (sec. 4b18, R. S. ), which appropri
ates for the support of the Home all fines, forfeitures, and unclaimed amounts due 
csta.tes of deceased suldiers; also, section 8 of the act of March 3, 18t33 (22 Stat., 565), 
which directs "that a.ll funds of the Horne not needed for current use * * ,. shall 
be deposited in the Treasury of the United States to the credit of the Home, as a per
manent fund, and shall draw interest at the rate of three per centum per annum." 
The permanent fund herein provided for by this act now exceeds $1,500,000, which, 
nuder the proposed law, would be covered into the Treasury to the credit of the sur
plus fund, and an annual appropriation made for the support of the Home. This 
change would effect an annual saving of several thousand dollars to the Government, 
and no harm would result to the Horne thereby. 

Very respectfully, 

Hon. SIGOURNEY BuTLER, 
Second Comptroller. 

G-. McCoRKLE, 
Chief of Division. 

TREASURY DEPART-'IENT, SECOND COMPTROLLER'S OFFICE, 
LAW AND MISCELLANEOUS DIVISION, 

Washington, D. C., Feb1·1wry 27, 1888. 
SIR: I have the honor to submit the following report as to the advisability of the 

passage by Congress of House bil11935, introduced by Hon. S. J. Randall, to repeal 
all permanent and indefinite appropriations, except those relating to the public debt, 
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a.nd referred, in a communication, dated February 8, 1888, from the Committee on 
Appropriations of the House o.f Representatives, to Ron. C. S. Fairchil<l, Secretary 
of the Treasury: 

This division has the settlement of only three classes of claims which :tre paid 
through the "permanent annual appropriation:" ( t) Horses and oth~r property 
lost in the militar.v service; (2) traveling expenses of California and Nevaua vol
unteers; and (:3) allowance for reduction of wages under the eight-hour law. Un
der the second and the third beaus the claims are all practically settled. Claims un
der the third head covered only a period from the 25th of June, 18oi:!, and May 19, 
1869, to the 18th of May, lt372. 

What are known as horse claims, under the act of March 3, 1849, are embraced in 
the first head. A practice bas long existed to determine this class of claims and 
allow such as are valid, and report them at stated times for appropriation to Con
gress, notwithstanding they are included in the ''permanent annual appropriations." 

I see no reason, then, why those portio11s of the "permanent annual appropria
tions" enumerated might not be repealed, as contemplated in the bill accompanying 
this report. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Hon. SIGOURNEY BUTLER, 
Second Comptroller. 

JNO. H. KEATLEY, 
Chief of Latv and Misccllaneotts Division. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, SECO:ND COMPTROLLER'S OFFICE, 
INDIAN DIVISION, 

Washington, D. C., Pebrua1·y '2-7, 1888. 
SIR: I have the honor to retnrn herewith House bill No. t985, Fiftieth Congress, 

"a bill to repeal certain laws relating to permanent and imlefinite appropriations," 
transmitted by the Committee on Appropriations to the Hon. C. S. Fairchild, Secre
tary of the Treasury, and by him referred to you for report. 

The appropriations pertaining to the work of this div-ision which would be affected, 
should this bill become a law are principally appropriations made for fulfilling treaty 
stipulations with various Indian tribes. 

These appropriations have always been held to be permanent in their nature, and, 
under section ~ of the bill fixing a limitation as to time upon the expenditUTe of such 
appropriations, funds would in many cases be carried to the surplus fund \Yhich un
questionably belonged to the Indian tribes for whose bendit the appropriations were 
made. These appropriations are forty in number, and are found in the Digest of 
Appropriations for 1888, pages 179 to 183. 

The Indian trust funds, mentioned in the first section of the bill, line 23, deposited 
in the United States Treasury in lieu of invP-stment, as provided by act of Congress 
approved April I, 18!:l0, are not subject to disbursement, but the interest accruing 
from year to year on said funds is subject to disbursement, anrl would be subject to the 
time limitation as provided in the bill. The act of April I, 1880, provides that these 
trust funds shall draw interest payable semi-annually "at the rate per annum stipu
lated by treaties or prescribed by law, and such payments shall be marle in the usual 
mauner, as each may become due, withont further appropriation by Congress." The 
evident design was that the interest on these trnst funds should be available at. any 
time, and any limitation as to the time this interest may be used for the benefit of the 
Indians is likely to be prejudicial to their interests. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Ron. SIGOURNEY BUTLER, 
Second Corn-ptrollm·. 

P. E. NORTHUP, 
Acting Chief of Indian Division. 

TREASURY DEPARTl\lE:NT, SECOND CO:\IPTROLLER'S OFFICE, 
QUARTERMASTER'S DIVISION, 

Washington, D. C., February 21, 1888. 
SIR: I return herewith copy of House bill No. 1985, Fiftieth Congress, relative to 

the repeal of certain laws relating to permanent ancl indefinite appropriations, which 
was referred to the Secretary of the Treasnry by Hou. Sa111nel J. Randall, chairman 
of Comruittee on Appropriations, for consideration as to the advisability of its pas
sage into a law, and by the Secretary referred to the Second Comptroller for consid
eration and report. 
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I would say, with reference to accounts examined in this division, that the appro
priation which would seem to be principally affected by the passage of this bill is 
that which provides for the improvement of rivers and harbors. Owing to the pecu
liar conditions under which the work connected with such improvements must be 
prosecuted, it has heretofore been the policy of Congress not to restt·ict appropriations 
for this purpose to any specific fiscal year, but to make them indefinite, to be expended 
under the direction of the Secretary of War. A change in this regard might serions]Jr 
embarrass the Corps of Engineers in the discharge of their duties, and operate disad
vantageously to the Governrrrent; for it is obvious that in the construction, preserva
tion, and repair of public works on rivers aud harbors much may depend upon con
tingencies, such as the condition of the water and weather from time to time, and it 
may be possible that the greater part of a fiscal year may elapse, in Aome instances, 
before the conditions are favorable for the prosecution of work, and thus render the 
appropriation unavailable at a time when it could be used to most advantage. 

I woulrl, therefore, recommend a reference of this bill to the Chief of Engineers for 
consideration and report as to the practical effect such a law would have upon the 
operations of that Depart111ent. 

V f'#..'Y respectfully, 

Ron. SIGOURNEY BUTLER, 
Second Comptroller. 

CHAS. H. BRICE, 
Chief of Division. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, SECOND COMPTROLLER'S OFFICE, 
NAVY DIVISION, 

Washington, D. C., Pebt·uary 24, 1888. 
Sm: If bill (H. R. 1985, Fiftieth Congress, first session) to repeal certain laws re

lating to permanent and indefinite appropria.tions becomes a law it will repeal the 
appropriation provisions of the following acts: 

Sections 2 and 3, act of July 4, 1864 (13 Stat., 390; sec. 3689, p. 727, R. S.), entitled 
''An act for the relief of seamen and others borne on the books of vessels wrecked or 
lost in the uaval sen·ice." 

In regard to the provisions of this law, I would say that all claims for "indemnity" 
which are more than two years old are now report.ed to Congress for appropriation 
under existing laws. 

Section 16, act Ju.~e 30, 1864 (13 Stat., 311; sec. 3689, p. 728, R. S.), entitled "An 
act to regulate prize proceedings and the distribution of prize-money, and for other 
purposes." 

If the proposed bill becomes a law, it will be necessary to report all claims for the 
payment of prize-money to Congress for appropriation, and will work a great hard
ship to claimants who are poor. 'fhe amount due each is very small. I woulu recom
mend that the law relating to prize-money remain as at present. 

The act of February 19, 1879 (20 Stat., 316), entitled "An act for the payment to 
the officers, petty officers, seamen, and marines of the United States Navy, for serv
ices during the Mexican war, of the three months' extra pay." 

The act of February 14, 1879 (20 Stat., 284), entitled "An act making appropria
tion for the naval service for the year ending June 30, 18t10," under the Bureau of 
Provision and Clothing, "for the purchase of small stores and clothing fol' the Navy." 

Act of February 22, 1883 (22 Stat., 421), entitled "An net in relation to the JapnnPse 
indemnity fund; payment to officers antl erew of the United States ship Wyoming,' 
etc., and of the steamPr Takiang." 

Act of June ~0, 1878 (20 Stat., ~42), entitled "An act to authorize the sale of small
arms now in use in the naval service." 

Act of July 7, 181;4 (22 Stat., 244), entitled "An act making appropriation to supply 
defir-iencies in the appropriations, f>tc., to enable the Secretary of the Navy to pay 
to otlicers and crews of the United States naval vessels under command of Flag· Offi· 
cer D. G. Farragut * ,. * for destruction of enemy's vessels. near New Orleans, in 
April, 1ti62." 

Act of Jannary ::l, 1887 (24 Stat., 882), entitled "An act for the relief of the sur
vivors of the exploring steamer Jeannette, and the widows and children of those who 
who perished in the retreat from the wreck of that vessel in the Arctic seas." 

Act of Angnst 3, 1886 (24 Stat., pp. 215, 216), entitled "An act to increase the naval 
establishment." 

Respectfully sul>mitted. 

Ron. SIGOURNEY BUTLER, 
Second Comptroller. 

GEO. H. FRENCH, 
Chief of Division. 
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT, SECOND COMPTROLLER'S OFFICE, 
AK\lY PENSION DIVISION, 

Washington, D. C., l!'ebrum·y 24, 1888. 
SIR: I herewith return the copy of H. R. bill 1985, to repeal certain laws relating 

to permanent and indefinite appropriations, referred, by indorsement of date Febru
ary 23, to me "for examination and report to the Comptroller," and have to say that 
its passage into a law would in no way affect the business of this division. 

Very respectfully, 

Ron. SIGOURNEY BuTLER, 
Second Comptroller. 

T. 0. W. ROBERTS, 
Chief of Division. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
FIRS1' Uol\IP1'ROLLER's OFFICE, 

Washington, D. 0., February lo, 1888. 
SIR: I have the honor to state that I have examined House bill No. 

1985, introduced into the present Congress, being "a bill to repeal cer
tain laws relating to permanent and indefinite appropriations," which 
you referred to me tor my opinion and report. 

Tile provisions of this bill appear to be very similar to those con
taineJ in House bill No. 3271, introduced into the Forty-ninth Congress, 
and I was then asked by your predecessor for an expression of my 
views in regard to said bill. In reply I wrote him a letter, wlliclt is 
printed in Miscellaneous Document 128, House of Representatives, first 
session Forty-ninth Congress. What I then said in relation to that 
hill is relevant and pertinent to the provisions of tlle present bill, aud 
lms au important bearing on the matter. I then said, and I now em
phasize the same: 

I am of the opinion that, in classifying exceptions to so general a repeal, the dan
ger of omission is greater than that to be feared from non-repeal, and that a specific 
classification of the appropriations to be 1·epealecl is mil1er to be p1 ejerred. 

In my opinion, a careful examination of all the statutes should be 
made, of every kind and description, and then a bill should be framed 
specifYing exactly and particularly what should be repealed. It is be
lieved that the general and sweeping repeal of permanent ann"Unl and 
permanent specific appropriations contained in the present bill (H. 
H. 1985) would lead to much embarrassment and confusion, aml the ac
counting officers would find tllemselves unable to comply with existing 
provisions of law; whereas, if, as recommended by me in my letter of 
January 30, 1886, there shall be a ''specific classification" of such ap
propriations as Uongress may in its wisdom deem proper to repeal, the 
result can be foreseen and properly anticipated and provided for by es
timates for annual appropriations to be submitted to Congress. 

The following approprhttious, permanent in their character and which 
relate to accouuts settled iu til is office, are not named in tlle exceptions 
to the general repealing clause contained in the present bill (H. R.l985), 
anll would therefore he eepealell hy the enactment of the bill into a law 
in its preseut form. 'l'be mere mention of these permanent appropria
tions will at once indicate that. their repeal would nullify the provisions 
of a number of existing laws, and prevent the payment of moneys in a 
number of cases, which are recei\ed and paid into the 'rreasurr as trust 
funds. It is also apparent that, from the very nature anrl character of 
the objects for which these permanent appropriations are provided, 
varying widely one year from another, it would be impossible to submit 
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an accurate or approximate estimate for au auunal appropriation in such 
cases. The appropriations referred to are: 

Outstanding liabilities. 
Estates of decedents' trnst fund. 
Refunding penalties of charges erroneously exacted (foreign intercourse). 
Trnst-fnud interest for support of free schools in South Carolina. 
Sinking fund, Union Pacific Railroad. 
Sinking fund, Central Pacific Railroad. 
Refunding taxes illegally collected under direct-tax laws. 
PM~ment for land sold for chrect taxes. 
Ret'unt!ing moneys for lands redeemed. 
Repayment of taxes on distilled spirits destroyed by casualty. 
Redemption of stamps. 
Refnndi11g moneys erroneously received and coverecl into the Treasury. 
Indemnity for swamp lauds purchased by individuals. 
Repayment for lands erroneously sold. 
Deposits by individuals fur surveying public lands. 
Five, ~~, and 2 per cent. funds on the net proceeds of sales of public lands in 

tbe States. 
Publishing proclamations relating to the sales of public lands. 
Five per cent. fund on the net proceeds of sales of agricultural lands in Col

orado. 
Various appropriations relating to the District of Columbia: 

Refuuding taxes, act of legislative assernuly of District of Columbia 
(June 25, lSi:~). 

Washington special-tax fund, acts of corpo1ation of ·washington (May 
23, 24, 1t53; October 12, 1t365 ). 

Washington 1cdemption fund, act corporation of \Vashington, Decem
ber 27, 1t349; act of Congress March 3, 1877. 

Surplus proceed~:; of sales of lauds for taxes in District of Columbia (act 
of Congress March 3, 1877). 

Guaranty fnnd, District of Columbia. 
Police relief fnnd, District of Columuia. 
Firemen's relief fuud, District of Columbia, et<... 

Without entering more fully into a discussion of the merits of the 
bill, I submit the foregoing as presenting-, in brief, some of the reasons 
why I think the bill, as now framed, should not be passed by Congress. 

The bill, together with tbe letter of the clerk of t.he Committee on 
Appropriations, is herewith returned. 

Very respectfully, 
M. J. DURHAM, 

Comptroller. 
The SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY. 

Expenditures for the fiscal years 1886 and 1887 from appropriations proposed to be 1·e
pealed by House bill 19b5, Fiftieth Con[Jress, ji1·st session. 

Title of appropriation. 

Pay of consular officers for services to American ~essels and sramen 
Ref'unding p.eualties or· charges enoneously exacted ......................... . 
Estates of decedents' t1·ust fund ..................... ......................................... . 
Transmission of certain books and mementoes to National Lincoln 

1880. 

$22, 517.34 
1, 503.78 

17.48 

Monument Association at Spl'ingtield, Ill....................................... 82.50 
Salaries and expenses, special wspector8 of foreign stearu vessels....... 22, 953. 36 
Salaries, steam-boat inspection service............................................ 1!.!9, 360. 00 
Conting;mt expen,;es, steanr·lJOat inspection ser~ice.......................... 38, 234. 89 
Payment for lands sold for 11ireet taxt's...... . . .. .. .. .. . .. . . . .. .. . .. .. .. .. .. . .. . .. .. .. . 1, 374.02 
Refunding taxes illegally l'ollected tuuler direct tax Ja.ws .. .. . . .. .. .. . .. .. .. 245.02 

1887. 

$20,353.84 
419.56 
47.06 

82.18 
23, 231.91 

20-l, 500. 00 
36, 819.62 

1, 612.36 
291. 29 

Refnnding to national ban kiug- assoeiationo> exceso> of dut,v.............. 3l!. 89 ..... ................ . 
Rd'unding mone~'S for land rerlcemed.. .. .. .. . ...... .. .. .. .... . .. .. ...... .. .. ... .••. ...... .... . .. .. . ........ 217. 8! 
Pun·hase and managenwnt of Lonisville and Portland Canal........... 423, l!JO. 00 
Sinking fund Uniou Pacifit· Railroad Company.............................. 85::!, 825.00 
Sinking fund Central Pacitic l~ailro:ul Company ........................................... . 
Trust-fund interest for support of free schools in South Carolina....... 1, 941.00 

1, :203. 400. 50 
2, 401, 462. 42 

1, 889.50 
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Expenditures for the fiscal years 1886 and 1887, etc.-Continued. 

Title of appropriation. 

Coinage of the standard silver dollar ......•........................... 
Contingent expenses national currency (re-imbursable) Treasurer's 

office .............................................................. . 
Expenses of collecting the revenue from customs ...............•.... . 
Detection and prevention of frauds on customs revenue ............•. 
Expenses of regulating immigration ................................. . 

1886. 

$122, 592. 31 

84,168.87 
6, 427, 612. 67 

15,332. 67 
162,962.67 

53,325.40 Salaries and expenses shipping service .............................. . 
Services to American vessels . .................. . .................................... . 
Refunding penal tieR or charges erroneously exacted (customs) ...... . 
Extra pay to officers and men who served in the Mexican war (rev-

enue marina) ...................................................... . 
Refundin~ moneys erroneously received and covered into the Treas-

ury (custom!!) .... . .. . ........................................... .. 
Proceeds of goods seized and sold .................................... . 
Redemption of stamps ............................................. . 
Repayment of taxes on distilled spirits destroyed by casualty (inter-

nal revenue) ......................................... . ............. . 

332. 2~ 

1, 017.63 

258.76 
247.03 

24, 691.23 

102.60 
Refunding moneys erroneously received and covered into the Treasury 

(internal revenue) . .. . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . .. . .. .. .. .. . .. . .. . .. 16. 00 
Arming and equipping the militia.................................... 302, 117. 44 
Sea-coast batteries for instruction of militia ......................................... . 
Ordnance material, proceeds of sales (War) .. .. .. .. .. .. .... .. . .. .. . .. 70,239. 50 
Trusses for disabled soldiers.......................................... 5, OIJO. 00 
Bounty for the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Missouri Cavalry Volunteers. 100. 00 
Three months' pay proper, act .July 3, 1884. ............... .... .. .... .. 18, 500. 00 
Extra pay to ofticers and men who served in the Mexican war (Army). 42,765. 93 
Operating and care of canals and other works of navigation.......... 230,875. 00 
Removing sunken vessels or craft obstructing or endangering navi-

tion ........ . ......................... . ............................ .. 43,633.39 
125,000.00 
410, 684-. 07 

57.80 

Constrncting jetties and other works at South Pass, Mississippi Rivflr . 
Transportation of the Army and its supplies (Pacific railroads) .•.... 
Ordnance material, proceeds of sales (Navy) ..•..•..........•...•..... 
Sales of small-arms................................................... ... . ..... . 

i~Y~%~?t~vei-o~0lo~~Pc\~~~-i~g~ ~:::~:~ ~ ~: ::::::::::: ~ :::::::::::::::::::: ... ·
6: ~~~: Z~ 

Extra pay to officers and men who served in the Mexican war (Navy). 58, 310.72 
Marylan1llnstitution for Instruction of the Blind..................... 3, 004. 16 
Indemnity for swamp lauds purchased by individuals . • . . . • . . . . . . . . . . C5, 790. 24 
Repa~ ment for lands erroneously sold . .. .. . . .. .. .. .. . . . .. .. . .. .. .. .. . 53, 150. 32 
Deposits by individuals for surveying public lands.................. . 100, 799. 59 
Publishing proclamations relating to sales of public lands........... . 244.00 
Five, three, and two per cent. funds of the net proceeds of sales of 

public lands in the States ............ . ............................. . 
Prot-ection and improvement of Hot Springs, Ark ..•.•.•.....•........ 
Deficiency in the postal revenues .................................. .. 
Mail transportation, Pacific railroads ................................ . 
Salaries and expenses, reporter of Supreme Court ................... . 
Salaries, ret:red judges . .............................................. . 
Fees of supervisors of elections .................................... .. 

APPROPRIATIONS FOR INDIANS. 

96, 312.50 
15,252.28 

8, 193, 652. 02 
1, 041' 933. 08 

6, 300.00 
44,066.36 

6, 912.411 

> 

11 

1887. 

$206, 422.17 

57,699.99 
6, 702, 367. 20 

14,869.69 
215,081. 95 
55,445.76 
16, 208.75 

421. 95 

295.37 

377.34 

18,811.76 

644.18 
309, \ 07. 56 

8, 8R3. 35 
44,529.98 

5, 006.00 

2, 000.00 
9, 105.16 

238,313.60 

18, 222. 39 
150, 000.00 
383,402.37 

8, 494.59 
17.60 

5, 264.97 

15,079.06 
3, 312. 50 

73,246.66 
78,140.40 

131,998.78 

33, 9~3. 95 
10,453.01 

6, 501, 247. 05 
1, 239, 175.60 

8, 700.00 
40,675.47 

160,961.34 

Funds arisin,g from consolidation of annuities, etc., upon which interest 
is paid, l)rincipal not liable to draft. No payments• .................... . .......................... . 

Interest on such funds"".... . . • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3, 778. 87 3, 763. 15 
Funds arising from proceeds of lands on which interest is paid, prin-

cipal not liable to draft. (Reimbursements to United States)*..... . . .. . . . . . . . ...... 181, 681. 81 
Interest on such funds• .. . .. .. .. • . .. .. . . .. .. .. .. . . .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. .. 45, 862. 02 61, 691. 31 
Fund belonging to North Carolina Cherokees, principal and interest 

liable to draft* ..................................................... . 1, 582.82 4, 331.25 
Funds beld by the United States in lieu of investment, acts April 

29, 1874, and .June 15, 1880. No payments• ....................................................... .. 
Interest on such funds*. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87, 848. 76 
Proceed~ of sale of Indiar. lands or reservations for benefit of Indians 164, 544. 35 
Maintenance and education of children once Indian captives......... 3, 000.00 
Miscellaneous trust accounts .. • . . . . .. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .. .. .. .. . . . . .. .. . . . .............. . 

49,536.03 
69,426.64 

250.00 
104.45 

----------- ------------Total expenditures from appropriations proposed to be repealed. 19, 709, 195. 23 21,031, 141.79 

*These items, aggregating $141,820.90 in 1886, and $298,255.12 in 1887, will come under the provisioM 
ofthe act of Aprill, 1880, whenever formal action is taken by the Secretary of the Interior, trustee. 
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Expenditu1·es for the .fisial years 1886 and 1887 front appropriations excepted in House 
bill1985, Fiftidh Congress, fit·st session, to t·epeal certain permanent and indefinite ap
propriations, exclusive uf appropriat_wns for Indians. 

Title of appropriation. 1886. 1887. 

Interest on the public debt ...............•......•...............•.... 
Interest on bonus issued to Pacific railroads ........................ .. 
Expenses of Smithsonian Institution (interest on trust fund) .....•.. 
Navy pension fund (interest) ....................................... .. 

$46, 706, 575. 25 
3, 873, 570. 72 

42,180.00 
{*) 

$43,878, 176.53 
3, 863, 400. 72 

42,180.00 
(*) 

Repayment to importers excess of deposits .......................... . 
Debentures or drawbacks, bounties or allowancE's ..•..•.•.•....•..... 
Debentures and other charges ..................................... .. 
Unclaimed merchandise ............................................ .. 
Marine Hospital Service ............................................ .. 
.Allowance or drawback (internal revenue) ...... · ......••......••....•. 
Refunding taxes illegally collected (internal revenue) ..••....••••..... 
Support of Soldiers' Home .......................................... .. 
Soluiers' Home, permanent fund .................................... .. 
Soldier&' Home, interest account ..................................... . 

3, 280, 561. 45 
8, 062, 1 82. 29 

577.65 
1, 930.21 

446,974.89 
34,654.30 
8, 750.86 

244,077.87 
161,900.00 
13,593.85 

4, 456, 495. 55 
7, 426,091.28 

625. 0! 
849.42 

395,694.83 
35,221.68 

8, 16 •. 21 
231,819.30 
163,740.00 
17,930.13 

Total expenditures from appropriations proposed to be excepted, 
exclustve of appropriations for Indians....................... 62, 886, 529. 3-! 60, 520, 388. 69 

* $420,000 yearly, paid as interest on the public debt. 

Expenditu1·es for the fiscal yem·s 1886 and 1887 from excepted classes of Indian app1·op1'ia
ti?ns in Bm.tse billl9l:l5, Fiftieth Congress, first sessiun, to repeal certain permanent and 
indefinite appropriations. 

Title of appropriation. 

Funds held by the · nited States in lieu of investment under act of 
.April!, 1880 ..... __ .................. _ ............................ .. 

Interest on such funds ..... _ .. _ ........... __ ... _ •..••..........•..... 

Total expenditures from excepted classes of Indian appropria-
tions ..................... - . - ... - .. -- .. --- · ----- ---- ---- ------

1886. 

$21, 712.89 
502,534.59 

524,247.48 

1887. 

$5,972.62 
542, 771.69 

548,743.71 

.AJJP1'0Jn-iations affected by the operations of House bill 1985, Fiftieth Congress, first ses
sion, for the p1·oposed 1·epeal of ceTtain laws pe1·taining to permanent and indefinite ap
propriations. 

Title of appropriation. 

Estates of decedents, trust funds . _ ......... _ ............................ .. 
Pay of consular officers for services to American vessels and seamen .... .. 
Refunding ptnalties or charges erroneously exacted (foreign intercourse) .. 
Tr-ansmission of lJOoks and mementoes to National Lincoln Monument As-

sociation, Springfield, Ill. 
International Bimetallic Commission .. _ .................................. . 
Befunding proceeds of goods seized and sold .... _ ............... _ ... _ .... .. 
~efun~ing duties u~der section 26, act July 14, 1870 ..... _ ........... __ ... . 
Uollectmp; revenue from customs, fines, penalties, and forfeitures .••....... 
Expenses of collecting the revenue from customs . __ ...................... . 
Detection and yreven tion of fr3 uds on l!ustoms revenue ....•. _ ............ . 

f£~;~~~~:E1~~~:i~~~~~~:~~~~~~~~::::::: ~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Refunding penalties or charges erroneousl.v exacted (customs) ...... _ ..... . 
Extra pay to officers and men who served in the Mexican war (Revenue 
Mari~e, War, and Navy). · · · ·-···-- · ······---··-····-····-·············· 

Refundmg moneys erroneously received and covered into the Treasury 
(cnstoms) ........................ . ..................................... . 

Buildi~g or purchase of such vessels as may be required for the revenue 
serviCe ............ _ .. __ ... _ . _ . _. _ .. _ ... _ ... _ . _ . .. __ ..................... . 

Reb"!lilding and improving life-saving stations (proeeeds of sales) ........ _. 
~tf·me Hospital Service (proceeds uf sales) . __ ........................... _. 

e unding duties on goods destroyed ...... _ .............................. .. 
To prevent smuggling, and for other purposes ......................... , •••. 

Reference 
to Statutes. 

Date of act. 
1 
____ _ 

.Apr. 14,1792 
June 26, 1884 
June 26,1884 
Feb. 23, 1881 

Feb. 28, 1878 
.Apr. 2, 1844 
Mar. 3,1!!71 
Mar. 3,1849 
Mar. 3,1871 
Mar. 3,1879 
Aug. 3,1882 
J una 19, 1886 
June 19, 1886 
June26,1884 

Feb. 19, i879 

July 23,1866 

Apr. 20, 1866 
June 18, 1878 
Apr. 20, 1866

1 

Mar. 28, 1854 
July 18, ] 866 

Vol. Page. 

1 255 
23 53-60 
23 53-60 
21 519 

20 25 
5 653 

16 514 
9 39S-9 

16 521 
20 386 
22 214 
24 79 
24 79 
23 53-60 

20 316 

14 208 

14 40 
20 163 
14 40 
10 273 
14 178 
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Appropriations ajJwted by ilie ope1'ations of House bill 1985, etc.-Continued. 

Title of appropriation. Date of act. 

Reference 
to Statutes. 

\----;---

----------------------------------------------------------!-----------1--v-o_l_. l::g~ 
Salaries, steam-boat inspection service ........... - ........................ .. 
Contmp;ent expenses, steam-boat inspection service ..................••••.. 
Salaries and expenses, special inspectors of foreign steam-\'essels . ......... . 
Contingent expenses national currency (re-imbursable) Treasu1·er's office .. 
Coinage of the sta1.1danl sliver dollar ..................................... .. 
Parting and refining bullion ............................................. .. 
Return of procerds of captured or abandoned property ................•... 
Refunding to national banking associations excess of duty ................ . 

Trust-fund interest for !!upport of free schools in South Carolina ......... { 
Sinking fund Union I'acific Railroad ..................................... .. 
Sinking fund Central Pacific Railroad .................................... .. 
Refundinl! taxes illegally collected under direct-tax laws ................. .. 
Payment for land sold for direct taxes ................................... .. 
Refunding moneys for lands 1·edeemed ..................................... . 
Refunding proceeds of cotton seized ...............•....................... 
To provide for the resumption of specie payments .........•.•.••..•.•...... 
Return of proceeus of captured and abandoned property ..••..••••••....... 

Twenty per cent. aduitional compensation ............................... ~ 
l 

Repayment of taxes on distilled spirits destroyed by casualty ............ . 
Reuemption of stamps ................................... -- ............... . 
Refunding moneys enoneoul"ly received and covered into the Treasury ... . 
Compensation to persons employed in insurrectionary States ............. . 

# ~~~~~~~~~fa \~~~~~~1·a~-tt~~~ ~-i -s~g~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~: ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~::::::::::: ~ ~:::::: ~ ~:: 
Refuudinz taxi's, act legislative assembly of District of Columbia (.Tan-) 

R~f;i~~~\~~7;l. ·t~~--li~~- ~-~;tifi·c~t-~>'-,' ~~t · i~gi~ia:ti~~ ·;~~~~biy · ~i Di-~t~i~t I 
of Columbia (-June 25, 1873) ........................................... .. 

anrl 24, 1853; October 12, 1865) ........................................ .. 

.Tune19, 1886 
Feb. 28,1871 
Aug. 7,1882 
June20, 1874 
Feb. 28, 1878 
Aug.15, 1876 
Mar. 12,1863 
Mar. 2,1867 
Mar. 3,1875 
Mar. 3,1887 
May 7,1878 
May 7,1878 
Feb. 25, 1867 
May 9,.1872 
Mar. 3,1865 
May 18,1872 
Jan. 14, 1875 
Mar. 12, 1863 
.Tune 25, 1864 
.Tul_y 23, 1866 
July 28, 1866 
Feb. 28, 181i7 
May 27,1872 
June 30, 1864 
.July 23, 1866 
July 15, 1870 
May 2,1866 
.rune 16, 1880 

Washington special tax fund. acts corporation of Washington (May 23l 

\Vasbing-tou redemption fund, act corporation of Washington (Decem-
ber 27, 1819); act of Cong1 eRs (March 3, 1877, vol. 19, p. 396) .. .. .. .. . .. . .Tune 11, 1878 

Surplus proceerls of !>ales of lands for taxes in District of Columbia, act 
of Congress (March 1!, 1877, vol. 19, pp. 397-399) ............. : . . ......... . 

Redemption of a~sf•sf'ment certificates, act legislative assembly (August 
I 0, 1871; May 29, 1873) ........................ -.. .. . -- ...... - ......... . 

Redemption of Pcnns_ylvania avenue paving certificates, :u:t of Congress 
(.July 19, 1876, vol. 19, p. 93) ......................... - .................. .. 

Reclt·mption t f Pennsylvania avenue paving scrip (July !:<,1870) .......... ) 
Guaranty fmul, Di>~triet of Col urn bia ......... _............................. June 11, 1878 
Police relief f'nurl. District of Columbia .................................... Feb. 25, 18~5 
Firrmen's relief funrl, District of Columbia . .. . ... .. . . .. .. . .. .. . .. . . . . .. . .. Feb. 25, 1~81) 
Armm_gandequippingthemilitia ......................................... Feb.12,1887 
Ordnauce mateli:-tl, proc<'eds ofsalrs ....................................... Mar. 3,1875 
Powtle•· aml prn.iectilo.;., proceects of sales ................................... Mar. 3, 188t 
Sea-coast battrries for iuRtrnction of militia ................................ May 19, 1882 
Tn•s~t· s lor tli~'lblt:>d soltlirrs .............................................. May <!8,1872 
Houut_v for the Filtf'enth and Sixteenth Missoul'i Cavalry Volunteers ...... Junel4,1880 
Three months' pay proper ................................................. July 3,1884 

Constructin).! jet tiel! and other works at South Pass, Mississippi River.. { ~~~- 1~: i~~~ 
Rcmodng- sun l<rn V<'S~ols or craft obstructin!! or end:mgering navigation .. June 24, 1880 
Operatiug and care Saint Clair Flats Canal, Michi_gnn ................ __ .... Mar. 3, 1881 
Operating aud eare ~aiut Mary's Falls Canal, Miehi!!an .. __ .............. Mar. 3, 1~81 
Ope1 at!ug- awl care Louisville and Portland Canal, Kentucky .............. Mar. 3, 1!181 
Opt·ral ~ng iHHl care Des Moines Rapids Canal, Iowa and Illinois............ Mar. 3, 1881 
Opera till I! antl car·e of can a Is mul other works of navigation. __ ... __ ... . . . . J ul~r 5, I ~84 
Transportation of the Army auf! its snnnlirs (Pacific railroads) ............ Mar. 3, 1879 
~01~strnctior.' of aids to g:nid~ watrr-r1 a.ft through bridge spans ........... July 5, 188~ 
UlallllS ot officers and men ol tile Aim.\ fol"(lf'strnction ofpri-rate property Mar. 3, 1885 
Horse:l ancl other property lo -t iu the militar) service ............ __ .. __ .... Mar. 3, 18~9 
Allowance fnr rednction of wageR under eight-hour law.................... May 18, 1872 
Payment of certain militar_,- organizations in Kansas...................... .A pi·. 1~, 1871 
Military contributions in Mexico .... __ .................................... Mar. 3, 1849 
Relief of certain inbabit:mts of East Florida............ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . J one 26, 1844 
Ordnance material, proceeds of sales, Navy ................................ Mar. 3,1875 

~~~~~-~~-os:e~l~~rC:~t~~~:~~ ~:: ::::::::: ~ ::: :~:: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ~ ~: fl\1~~-2~; 1~~~ 
Indemnity for lost clothlng: ........... _ ..... __ ............................ -~July 4, 1864 
Gratuity to machinists in lieu of re-enlistment......... . . . .. .. .. . . .. . .. .. . .Tune 16, 1880 
Relief of certain officers of the Navy ........................ __ .... . .. .. . .. . Jan. 30. 1875 

* Revised Statutes relating to ihe District of Columbia, section 91. 
t And subsequent acts. 

24 
16 
22 
18 
20 
19 
12 
14 
17 
24 
20 
20 
14 
17 
13 
17 
18 
12 
J3 
14 
14 
14 
17 
]3 
14 
16 
14 
21 

(*) 
20 

20 
23 
23 
2! 
18 
21 
22 
17 
21 
23 
18 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
23 
20 
23 
23 

9 
17 
17 

9 

1~ I 

:~II 
21 
18 

79 
458 
346 
123 

25 
157 
820 
572 
600 
551 

58,9 
58,9 
56~ 
89 

502 
1H4 
296 
8:!0 
160 
207 
H23 
569 
162 
2!l4 
208 
310 

41 
295 

(') 
102 

106 
316 
317 
401 
388 
468 

93 
104 
283 
66 

463 
4 

1!l7 
478 
478 
478 
478 
147 
420 
148 
3.j0 
414 
134 
GH 
412 
569 
388 
242 
378 
390 
290 
304 
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.App1·opriations affected by the operations of Bouse bill1985, eN.-Continued. 

Title of appropriation. Date of act. 

Pti""ateer pension fund .................................................... June 26, 1812 
Bounty for destrnction of enemies' vessels ................................ July 17,1862 
Naval hospital fund ........................................... . ............ *Mar. 2, 1799 
Clothing, Navy ............................................................ Mar. 3,1843 
Small stores, Navy ........................................................ Feb. 14,1879 

~:~ ~~: ~~I~~· ij~;;,~ · ~~:: :::::: :_:::~ ::::::::::::::::::::: :· ::::::::::::::: ~~~: ~~: i~~! 
Arrears of Army and Navy pens10ns ...................................... Mar. 3,1879 
Fees on vouchers, arrears of Army and Navy pensions ......•.•••......... May 31, 1880 
Maryland Institution for Instruction of the Blind .............•.....••..... Feb. 23,1865 
Indemnity for swamp lands purchased by individuals ...........•..•. . .... Mar. 2, 1885 
Repayment for lands erroneously sold ..................................... Jan. 12, 1825 
Protection and i::nprovement of Hot Springs, Ark .....•...•.•.......••..... Mar. 3, 1877 
Deposits by individuals for surveying public lands ......................... July 1, 1864 
Five, 3, and 2 per cent. funds of the net proceeds of sales of public lands in 

the State .................•.......... . ... . ......................••.•....•. *Feb. 20, 1811 
Publishing proclamations relating to sales of public lands.................. Mar. 3, 1877 
Five per cent. fund of the net proceeds of sales of agricultural lands in Col-

orado . • .. . • . . . • .. . . .. .. . . . . .. • • .. .. . .. . .. .. . . . . • . . . . . . . .. .. • . . . . . .. • .. . . . . Mar. 3, 1875 
Re-imbursement to marshals for expenses of taking Ninth Census .......... June 8,1872 
Surveying Vigil and St. Vrain private land claims in Colorado . . . . . . • . . . • . . Feb. 25, 1869 
Surveying Nolan private land claim in Colorado ............................ July 1,1870 
Mail tram1portation, Pacific railroads . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • • . . . . . . . . • • . Mar. 3, 1879 
]'ees, supervisors of elections...... .. .. . • . . . .. • . .. . .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. Feb. 28, 1871 
Salaries and expenses, reporter of Supreme Court of the United States ..... Aug. 5, 1882 
Salaries of retired judges ................................................... Apr. 10,1869 

* And &ubsequent acts. 

Reference 
to Statute!!. 

1--,-------

Vol. Page. 

2 763 
12 606 

1 729 
5 615 

20 288 
18 111 
18 111 
20 469 
21 150 
13 436 
10 634 
4 80 

19 378 
12 410 

2 643 
19 357 

18 476 
17 340 
15 275 
16 646 
20 420 
16 438 
22 254 
16 -45 

In addition to the foregoing, the following classes of Indian appropriations are pro
posed to be repealed: 
A.-Funds arising from consolidation of annuities, etc., upon which interest is paid, 

principal not liable to draft. 
B.-Interest on such funds. 
C.-Funds arising from proceeds of lands on which interest is paid, principal not liable 

to draft. 
D.-Interest on such funds. 
E.-Fund belonging toN ortb Carolina Cherokees, principal and interst liable to draft. 
1!~.-Funds held by the United States in lieu of investment, acts April 29, 1874, and 

June 15, 18b0. 
G.-Interest on such funds. 

NOTE.-Tbese are all funds held in the Treasury in lieu of investment and interest 
on the same. They differ from the appropriations excepted under the act of Aprill, 
1880, only in the date of the acts. 
H.-Proceeds of sale of Indian lands or reservations for benefit of lndiam· . 

NOTE.-Tbe United States bas no claim upon any of these funds. 
I. -Maintenance and education of children once Indian captives. 
J.-Miscellaneons trust accounts. 

NoTE.-Tbe United States hold tbeso moneys in trust. 
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Indian appropriations proposed to be 1·epcaled. 

Date c.f treaty 

Refcr~nce to Stat· 
utes. 

Title of appropriation. or act. 1----,-----,---

Vol.l Page. Sec. 

--------------·----------[----- --------
.A..-Stor.kbridge consolidated funi ............................... . 
B.-Intere!!t on Stockbridge consolidated fund ..........•......... 
C.-Fulfilling treaties with Cherokees, proceeds of Osage dimin-

ished reserve lands in Kansas (transfer) ................... . 

F}!~~!~~~- ~-~-~~~~~~-~v-i~~~--~~~~~-~-~~_ ~~~~~~-r!~~:. ~~~~-e_e_(~~ -~~ { 
'Kickapoo 4 ver cent. fuml .................................... . 
Ute land fund ........ ........................................ . 
Iowa 4 ver cent. fund ....................................... . 
Sacs and Foxes of the Missomi 4 per cent. fund ............. . 
Uruatilht general fuud ....................................... .. 

D.-Interest due Cherokees on lands sold to Osages ............. .. 

Interest on Otoe and Missouri a fund ... -~ ...•..••..••....•.. { 
Interest on Kickapoo 4 per cent. fund ....................... .. 

Interest on Ute land fund .................. ............... .. 
Interest on Iowa 4 per cent. fnnd ......................... .. 
Interest on Sac and Fox of the Missouri 4 per cent. fund ... . 
Interest on Umatilla general fund ........................ .. 

E.-Payment to North Carolina Cherokees ................... { 

F.--Ute 4 per cent. funrl ....................................... . 

Ute 5 per cent. fund ...................................... { 

G.-Interest on Ute 4 per cent. fund .......................... .. 
Interest on Ute 5 per cent. fund ........................ { 

H.-Fulfilling treaties with, proceeds of lauds: 

~~::~~:::~~~~;~; ;~~~~- ~ :~: :~ ~ ::::::: ~:: ~ ~ ::::::::::::. _{_ 

~::~~::::::::::::: :: : : ::: : ::::::::::: ::::: ::: :::: ::::: J 
Kansas ............................................. ........ J 

l 
Menomonees ................................................ { 

Miami!'s of Kansas .......................................... { 

Pawnees .................................................... { 
Pottawatomies ............................................... . 
Sacs and Foxes of the .Mississippi ........................... .. 
Sacs and J!'oxes of the .MJssouri ............................ .. 

Shawnees ................................................... ~ 
ProceP<ls oflan<ls : 

Feb. 6,1871 
Feb. 6,1871 

Mar. 3,1873 
.A.ug.l5, 1876 
Mar. 3, 1!-181 
July 28. 1882 
Jul.v 28, 1882 
Mar. 3,1885 
Mar. 3,1885 
Mar. 3,1885 
Mar. 3.1873 
A..ug.15,1876 
Mar. 3,1881 
July 28, 1882 
July 28, 18~;2 
Mar. 3, 18H5 
Mar. 3,1885 
Mar. 3, l885 
July 29, 1848 
Mar. 3,1875 
.Aug. 15, 1876 
June 15, 1880 I 
Apr. 29,1874 
June 15, 1880 
June 15, 1880 
.Apr. 29,1874 
June 15, 1880 

May 11,1872 
Fe b. 28, 1877 
.Feb. 27, 1819 
May 21, 18:!2 
JuneH, 186li 
.May 17,1854 
.May 8,1872 
June 23, 1874 
July 5, 1876 
Mar. 16, 1880 
1!'eb. 13, 1871 
Mar. 22, 1882 
Mar. 3,1873 
.June 23, 1874 
May 15,1882 
Sept. 24, 1857 
Apr. 10, 1876 
Feb. 27, 1867 
Fi>b. 1H, 1867 
Aug. 15, 1876 
Apr. 7,1869 
Jan. 11, 1875 
Mar. 1,1881 

Civilization fun <I ............................................ Sept. 29, 1865 
<..:!aims of settlers on Round Valley. Indian reservations in 

California ........................ ~-... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mar. 3, 1873 
Proceeds of Choctaw (Jrphans' Rrsel'vation ................. SPpt. 27, 1830 
Proceeds of New York Indian land~ in Kansas ............. Feb. 19,1873 
Proceeds of Sioux reservations in Minnesota and Dakota .... Mar. 3, 186.3 

I.- Maintenance and education of Helen and Heloise Lincoln ..... 11-Iay 15, 1870 
Maintenance and education of Adelaide and Julia German .... l Mar. 3,1875 
Maintenance and education of CathPrine and Sophia Ger-

main ...................................................... Mar. 1,1879 
J.- Damages to Crows by N ortbern Pacific Railroad Company . . . July 10, 1882 

Damages to Shoshones and Bannocks by Utah and N 01 thern I 
Rttilroad Company ........................................ Jnly 3,1882 

Indian mont~ys, proceeds oflabor .............................. 
1 

Mar. 3, 1883 

16 
16 

17 
19 
21 
22 
22 
23 
23 
23 
17 
19 
21 
22 
22 
23 
23 
23 
9 

18 

404 
404 

538 
208 
380 
177 
178 
352 
352 
343 
538 
208 
380 
177 
178 
352 
352 
343 

264,205 
4H 

19 197,198 
21 199 
18 41 
21 199 
21 199 
1R 41 
21 199 

17 98 
19 265 
7 195 
7 366 

14 786 
10 1069 
17 86 
18 272 
19 76 
21 68,09 
16 410 
22 30 
17 633 
18 273 
22 63 
11 729 
19 28 
15 531 
15 495 
19 2081 16 53 
18 295 
22 377 

14 688 

17 633 
7 337 

17 466 
12 819 
16 377 
18 424 

20 603 
22 160 

221 150 
22 590 

4 
4 
3 

• 4 
3 

2 

1 

19 

4 

4 
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Appropriations excepted from the operation of House bill No. 1985, Fiftieth Congress, flr8t 
session, to 1·epeal certain pe1·manent aud indefinite appropriations.• 

Title of appropriations. 

;,i,';:::R~ ~:n~~;;~,:~~i-; -(~;~~::::: ::::: ~ :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: }. 
Interest on l';tcitic Hailroad bonds ........................................ . 

Refunding ti.Jo national tlebt ............................................. { 

Sinking fund for 3.65 bonds, District of Columbia ........................ .. 
Payment of interest on 3.65 bonds, Disttict of Columbia {re-imbursable) .. . 

Payment of intc~est o~ 3.65 bo~ds,_ Dis~riot of Columbia, act June 11, 1878 { 

Expenses of Rm1tbsoman Instttut10n, mterest on trust fund .............. . 

~~L~~~~~! ~~ ~~~~r;:~~:~~~-s_s_ o~-<~~~~~~~~: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
D<'bf'ntures or other charges ............. ~--- .•.......................•.... 
Unclaimed merehandi;oe ................................................... . 
Marine Hospital Set· vice ................................................. . 
Refunding taxes illegall.v collected .....••.......•..••..••...••••..••....•.. 
Allowance or drawback ................................................... . 
~npport of Soldiers' Iloroe ............................................... .. 
Soldit>rs' Home, permanent fund .......................................... .. 
Soldier<!' Horue, interest on permanontfuud ............................. .. 

Na<y pon•ion fund (iut"ost <pppliod to pon,.;ono) .•••••..•..••••••.•••.• { 

Reference 
to Statutes. 

Date of act. I----,---

Fe h. 25, 1862 
July 14, 1870 
Feb. 9,1847 
July 1,1862 
July 14. 1870 
Jan. 20. 1871 
Jan. 14,1875 
Mar. 3,1879 
July 31, 18i6 
June 6, 1880 
Mar. 3, 188l 
Aug. 10, 1846 
J nne 30, 1864 
Mar. 3,18-19 
Oct. 16, 1837 
Mar. 3,1799 
June 26,1884 
June 30, 1864 
July 1,1862 
Mar. 3,1851 
Mar. 3,1883 
Mar. 3,1883 
Apr. 23, 1800 
July 1,1864 
.Tuly 23,1868 
July 11, 1870 

Vol. Page. 

12 346 
16 273-4 
9 123 

12 492 
16 272 
16 309 
18 296 
20 410 
19 106 
21 21l6 
21 466 
9 102 

13 215 
9 398 
5 207 
1 671) 

23 57 
13 239 
12 488 

9 5()6 
22 565 
22 565 
2 53 

13 414 
15 170 
16 222 

In addition to the foregoing the following classes of Indian appropriations are ex
cepteJ: 

Funds held by the United States in lieu of investment, act of April1, 1880 (21 Stat., page 70). 

CheroKee asylum fuml; Cherokee-national fund; Cherokee school fund; Cherokee 
orphan fund; Chickasa.w incompetent fund; Chickasaw national fnud; Chippewa 
and Christian Indian fund; Choct.aw general fund; Choctaw school fund; Choctaw 
orphan reservation fund; Creek orphan fund; Delaware general fund; Delaware 
school fnud; Eastern Shawnee fund; Iowa fund; Kansas school fund; Kaskaskia, 
Peoria, \Yea, anil. Piankeshaw fnnd; Kaskaskia, Peoria, Wea, and Piankeshaw school 
fnntl; Kickapoo geneml fund; Kickapoo 4 per cent. fund; L' .Anse and Vieux deSert 
Chippewa fund; .Menomonee fnnd; Omaha fund; Osage fund; Osage school fund; 
PawuN~ fnnd; Ponca fund; Pottawatomie education fund; Pottawatomie general 
fnnd; Pottawatomie mills fund; Sac and Fox of the Missouri fnud; Sac and Fox of 
the Mississippi fnnu; Seneca fund; Seneca (Tonawanda band) fund; Seneca and 
Shawnee fuud; SLaw nee fund; Shoshon·e and Bannock fund; Umatilla school fund. 

Intel'ebt on such funds. 

Cherokee nsy I urn fund; Cherokee national fund; Cherokee school fund; Cherokee 
orphan fnud; Chickasaw incompetent fund; Chickasaw national fund; Chippewa 
and Christian Indian fund; Choctaw general fund; Choctaw school fund; Choctaw 
orpban reservation fund; Creek orpban fund; Delaware general fund; Delaware 
school fnud; Eastern Shawnee fund; Iowa fund; Kansas school fund; Kaskaskia, 
Peoria, Wea, and Piaukesbaw fund; Kaskaskia, Peoria, Wea, and Piankeshaw school 
fund; Kickapoo general fund; Kickapoo 4 per cent. fund; L' .Anse and Vieux deSert 
Chippewa fuud; Menomonee fund; Omaha fund; Osage fund; Osage school fund; 
Pawnee fund; Ponca fund; Pottawatomie education fund; Pottawatomie general 
fund; Pottawatomie mills fund; Sac and Fox of the Missouri fund; Sac and Fox of 
the Mississippi fund; Seneca fund; Seneca (Tonawanda band) fund; Seneca and 
Shawnee fund; Shawnee fund; Shoshone and Bannock fup.d j Umatilla school fund, 

0 


